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P R E F A C E ; fi

cf fiajety in i ts own power , to depend onMr

pr ecar ious afi/lance of f ar eiguersfor its defince,
is di r ectly contrary to all rules qf good f in/e,
and afl rangejblecifm in poli tics.
Tber e arepeople,wbom exper ience of pa]?and

even r ecent danger s cf tbe mojl intere/ling ki nd
w i ll not make w ijé unto tbeir own p ref er fvaa

tion . Wejeem already to bavefl rgot tbat we

were but af ew year sjince brougbt to tbe br ink

qf deflruft
‘ion byfive or f ix tbou/

‘

and ragamufi ns,

tbe very ojfl ji
'

owr ing qf tbewbole ifland. Tbere
wanted indeed notbing but tbei r beingjuppor ted
by a fmall number off oreignf oraes, wbicb i t i s
a/loni/bing tbey wer e not, to ba n completed tbc

tongue/l qf tbi s kingdom, confi/ling , as is com

monly computed, of about eight mi ll ions of in
babi tants. And

’

tis eajy tof ore/Ze, perbaps
tbe e-vi l day is at band, tbat tbis country w i ll,

unle/i vigorous mea/ier es ar e immediately taken,
be enflaved or deflroyedf or want of a fafiguard
i n our power to provide and eflabli/b ; and

wbicb if e/lablijbed, no enemy would dare to in
vade us. Wejbould in tbat cajé , witb tbcjoint

proteél ion of our mar itimef orce, a con/iderable

par t of wbicb migbt tben be employed togr eat
advantage in tbe American and otber jeas, be
i n asperfi f i ficur ity as tbe nature qf tbi ngs w i ll
admit. Soprotet

'

l ed, we migbtf it under our
own vines and under our ownfig , trees

, and

tbere would be none tomake us afi
-

aid.

’

















P R E F A C
‘

E . xi ii
"

Bl anyof our Eng]ilb authors, divines efpe
cially, have wr itten w ith g r eatfireng th of ar

gument agairytpapery ; hut as numher s of people
are not capahle of going through a long chain

of rea/hning , which ofi
‘

entimes rather com
p
ounds ,

than in/iruél s them, authentic accounts of r eli ~.

gious cruelties taught andprafl ifid hy Roman
Catholics,fiemperfi fl br welljui ted to afi él afl

‘

tho/é who are not totally void cf under/landing
and humanity.

’

Tis theref ore much to he wijhed that hooks:
of this kind, e/

‘

pecialb'[mall ones, which may he
hought at low pr ices, and con/ignently f all into'

many hands, were mor e common than they are

fuch manuals of Rom ilh cruelty might he ex

cellent prefervatives agai fyt the contag ion, or

ahr idged, and that worthy and learned gentle

man
’

s verjyvaluahle Introduétion puhliflwedwith
it,firm ly it could notf ai l of heing greath ujef ul.
In order to rai/i' an ahhor rencc of perficution

tn general, and of popi/h perjkcution in par ti
cular , and confiquently of thepopi/h r elig ion , a

f ewfiled? inflancesof themo/l execrahle cruelties,
taken chieflyf rom that hook, have heen given in

jhme (f thef ollowing jheets.
For as the ancient Spartans expo/2d their

fl o ws when drunk to theyoung people, that the;



xiv P
'

R E F A C
“

E :

f eeing the def ormity of fisch an odiouswee might
avoid it ; jh may we not hope, that placing eerie ;

amples of [hocking harhar ities in the reader ’s

againfl cruelty in general, and religious cruelty
in par ti cular

Ar chhijhop Tillotfon was of opinion, that

tranjuh/lantiati on is like a mi llfl one hung
ahout the neckq opery, which w i ll/ink

i t at

the la .jl But i s not perjécution, jh noto-s

nioujly thepr inciple andprattice of thi s relig ion,
like afitll hea vier mi llfl one, which may? l fl e‘Ui -n
tahbproduce that mg/l dfirahle ef efi

‘ For tho
’

allmen cannotfie theahfurdi ty of f al/i
’doh

'

t
'

r ines,

yet furely m y man, e/pecially every good
- na

which teaches and exerci/Es cruelty, can he no

other than a cruel and a w icked religion .

cerning per/icution in a country where i t i s not

at prefint in u/é, —the anfwer is, - in order that

i t never may come intoufi
’again andmoree/pe

eialb to heget the utmo/l aver/ion to a religion

which is an afi
'

ont to theDei ty, dejlruhl ive of
a contradiction to common/2412 , and
to human nature.

Hin the/e Ef ays the reader fhouldfindjhme
opinions treated w ithf reedom, which he has heen

'

accu/lomed to regardwith reverence, he is in

3 5 1 1mm the 2 6th, vol. I of h is works, {oh edximn .
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xxii C 0 N T E N T S.
,

Eil
'

ey theThird.

O f Relig ious Cruelty, Page 84.

Introduttion, 84 to 87

Q
”
mens

:generally afirihing to the gpds
’

they goon/hip,
thefame tempers, dijpofitions, and paflions they expe

r ience in them/Elves ; and marg times their bodi ly
7

89

9 2

Of the Hebrews or Jews beli eving the One God to be

94

Of many Chri/tians whoh elieve thefisnie, 9 6

ThatMohammedans believe thefami ,

Espojtulationwith shoji whomama ,

they entertain or teach concerning theDeity,

3 x2

ib id.

In/tances of the/2 , l 1 2 to I r7

The cruelty of mensfi crificing inert animals, 1 1 8 to I 2 2

fi re much greater cruelty of fam
'

ficing their ownfpecies,
r I 2 2

H
'

he
“

origin and i ll confiquence of all hloooy facnfices,
r x7to 1 as

Someaccounts of humanfimjfices, 1 z 3 to s,30

of





xxiv C O N T E N T S.

Relations of the barbarous ufage of fameparticular per
1 97to 2 0 0

Of the cruel manner of executing pretended crimina ls

who have been condemned to death by the inqui/ition,
2 o 2 to 2 o 5

Of per/Z'cutien byprote/lants, e/pecially by fameof themojt
eminent reformers, 2 0 6 to 2 I O

Of prote/lant perfecution in Switz erland, Holland,

and England, 2 10 to 2 1 9

An Inq uiry into the Caufes whyRomijh Ecclefial
’
tics

are more cruel, and have been guilty of m ore

horrid barbarities, than O ther perfons of a civ i

l i z ed and learned education , 2 2 0 to 2 2 8

Supp lement to the foregoing Efl
'

ay.

Of the erroneous dottr ines, fuperjlitious ceremonies, and

belief of f alfe miracles inculcated by divers of thepri
mitivef athers, 2 2 9

Somejpecimens of the/2 , 2 go to 2 37

A recital of three or f our miracles related by tho/h an

cient and celebrated church - hi/lorians, Eufeb ius,
Soz omen, and Evag rius, 2 39 to 2 43

A f ew paflhgcs of the fame nature f rom the lives of
joints, 0

2 43 to 2 5 4

.Specimens of the whimfical opinions of the fathers,
2 5 5 to 2 65

Of the abfurd interpretations of feripture by fame of the

primitivefathers, 2 65 to 2 72

Of ridiculous and indecent qudlions which are common

infihool 2 72 to 2 74.

Inji antes
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xxvi C O N T E N T S.

k nea d /( morn . 3 3 3

That if the jrgfli ce and glory J .God require hejhould

punifh f inners and unbeliever s wi th ever lafiirg tor

meats, then undouhtcdb bothjrytice and rea/on requi re
a ljh that itjhould be in thepow er of thef ormer not to

f in, and of the latter to believe aright, 3 37

An inquiry if finners and unbelievers have this power ,

3 3 8

Andfieppof ing they had this power , whether i t isju/i or
reajbnable that men jhould be eternalb puni/hed f or

ternporal faults 342

That although archbi/hop
‘

T i llotfun did preach and

publi/h a fermon toprove the eternity of hell torments,

yet hefirm s, in that very ferman, to have g iven up
the dottrine,

” ether thefcr iptures do or do not denounce ever lajl ing
punijhments, is controverted by divines and other

learned men, ibid.

Suppo/ing , but by nomeans granting , that thefcriptures

do denounce thefe puni/hments, a qudi ion w i ll then

arijh, whether all parts of the/e wrrtings wereg iven

f orth by divine infpiration, 349

That fome very ancient chr i/lians, as well as feveral of
thegreate/l and moji learned modern divines, have

heen clearly of opinion, that manyparts of the fcrip
tures were not written by divine revelation, 349

That they were not fo written, appears by an unbiafléd
view of feveral parts of the bihle, 3 5 3

And i s teflified by thefcriptures them/i lves, 369

if theref ore any texts of fcr ipture dofeem very much to



C O N T E N T S. xxvii

fitch texts may not be included among tho/2° parts of
fcripturewhich were not writtenby divine revelation

349 and 373

That the belief of everlaf
’
ting puni/hments is attended

w ith veryfew good, and many badefli
’tls, 372 et feq .

O n the whole, as this dottrine of eternal puni/hments

is apparently contrary to the effential attributes of
theDeity, i t cannot therefore be true, 37I

Some confiderations on evil, phxfical and moral, 384.

Of a f uturefiate, and the di/tinttion between good and

bad men relating thereto, 3 87

That a virtuous andp ious lef e is of infinite advantage

tomankind, 399

Ba
'

ay the Seventh .

O f Faith, and Divine Revelation,

Efi
'

ay the Eigh th .

O n the Influence of natural Temper,

An O ration in praife of Deceit and Lying ,

A L E TT E R





DE AR Sm ,

CANNOT , w ith {atisfaétion to

myfelf, enjoy the noble pre

fent of books you have been

(0 kind to fend me, Without

acknow ledging it in a man

n er fomewhat more durable than by word

of mouth . But as I know that repeated

thanks would not be agreeable to your ge

n erous m ind, I (h all refirain my pen from

doing juitice to my heart, and rather tell

you, what I am fure you w i ll bear w ith plea

fure
, That noth ing could have been more

B



2 A LE T T ER to Mr . J. M.

agreeable and acceptable, and I really th ink
more benefic ial to m e, than th is mark of

your afi
'

eetion .

As I have no extravagant inclinations to

gratify, and live w ith in my income, an addia

tion of fortune, at my time of life efpccially,

would h ave been no great benefit, nor have

afforded me much pleafure, except that of

bellow ing, wh ich is indeed a pleafure. I

have food and raiment for the body, and am

th erew ith conten t : but you have given me

food for the m ind, w h ich , if my digefiion

and concoétion were but good enough , would

afi
'

ord
\
excellent nourifhment.

MANY of the viands you have furn iih edmy
table w ith , are not on ly of the belt kind, but

fo neatly d ifh ed up, as to pleafe the eye, and

exc ite the appetite, at the fame time that they
afford the molt del icious repai

’
t. Do not you

th ink that Horace, whofe charaé’terifiic was

elegance, would have been del igh ted w ith

fuch an elegan t tran fcript of h is works, as

P ineh as given to th e pub lic, and you to me?

I doubt not but it. would have produced an

ode in praife of the ingen ious artif
’
t. And

m igh t notwar h im felf, could h e be (en

fible of 11
,
receive pleafure 1n feeing fuch an

accurate and beautiful edition of h is Com.

mentar
'

ies
, as the late learned Dr . Clarke

p
'

ubli lhed and favoured theworld with
"

?Had

th is



J LE T T ER to Mr . J. M. 3

th is magnificent performance appeared in

Ctjitr
’

s time, he would certainly have made

the editor 2 princely prefent 5 (for Ceefier
'

was generous) and I thi nk he would not

have forgot h onefi: yacob Torybn, the printer,
w ho has adm irab ly well acq uitted h im felf of

11
'

s part. I ail
'

uro you, if I had as rich a

cab inet as Alexander the Great was pofi
'

efi
'

cd

of, and wh ich h e though t cou ld not be [0

well furn ilhed as w ith Homer ’

s works, I

wou ld place th is book in i t yet not [0 much

for i ts own fake, tho
’

very valuable, as for

th at of the donor.

BU T to be a little more parti cular rel
'

peélz
-s

ing thebenefit accruing to me by your k ind

gift.

HA V ING been, as you know,
for between

th irty and forty years engaged in variety of
V

afi
'

airs, wh ich , by reafon of my ill {late of

h ealth for the lafl: ten or twelve years, he

came very burdenfome to m e ; but being in

a good degree freed from the trouble of

bufinefs and the m ifery of pain, I have for

fome —time fufpeéted, that I was not w ithout

danger of falling into too much indolence;

perhaps of feeding the body, and fiarving
the m ind. But the mental entertainment

you have fo k indly provided f or me, has

g iven a new turn to my difpo
’

fitibn , and

I h opedvill be a means of putting the ia

B 2



q. A -Ln '

r
'

r n lt toMr . J. M.

'

telleétual faculties into a q uicker motion

To ga in th is point, give me leave to tell you

h ow I employ myfelf, or rather how you

have employed m e. I am at prefent prin

cipally engaged in reading h ifiory, and par

ticularly renew ing my acq uaintance w ith

Cafar and Livy. W ill you indulge me
'

m

commun icating to you my thoughts on

thefe authors? What is the ch ief, or in

deed almofi the only fubjeé
’
t of their h ifio

t ies ? Do but read the titles of Ca’

far
’

s

particularlyeDe hel lo Gallico, De helloHijpa

nien/i , De helloAf r icano, and what is

wortl: of all, De hello civi li . Meth inks
,

fuch tranfaé’tions, varied and extended to

other nations, are a k ind of epitome of

the principal contents of moi’t h ifl ories,

facred, as they are called, and prOphane.

And pray, what are all thefe recitals of

wars? Are they in reality any oth er th an

fo many accounts of h orrid and barbarous

murders, comm itted by men on their own

fpecies? And for what ? Th is is a q uefi ion

that very few of the multitudes employed

i n th is cruel butcherly work can an fwer.

A king or an emperor, who it is very l ikely
h as much uncu ltivated ground in h is dom i

n ions, and w i ll certainly caufe a great deal

more to become [0 by the defiruétion of

h is people in war, wants a larger territory
and
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6 A LET T E R toMr . ] .M;

tot belleper orbem

Tam mali cefeelerumf ad es non ullus aratré

Dig rms honor fgualem
‘

abduél z
'

s ar 'va coloni c,

E t carew r ig idumf alees eonflantur in errfim.

.Hincmovet Euphrates, i llz
'

ncGermanic bellum

Vi ez
'

rzee r uptz
'

r inter je leg z
'

bus urbes

Hrmaf erunt : [em i t foraMar : impz
'

us orée.

I S H A L L only {top a moment to obfervo
w ith what propriety Vi rg i l, when, he was
W riting on h ulbandry, complains ,p i 3 thc

p lough not receiving due honour y thesfields

lying wafie, their owners forced . to bear

arm s, and the crooked fcythes being forged

into cruel (words. But furely, if lthepeople

h ave no real interefl: in the quarrels of

their princes, as it is certain they very felq.

dom h ave, it would be h igh ly reafonable

that the princes only {hould fight. Would

i t not have been i nfinitely more jufi, that

Alexander and Dar ius, Gee/h r and Pompey,
and many more fuch defiroying heroes wh o

m igh t be mentioned
,
{h ould have decided

th eir difputes by fingle combat, than that

(0 many

.

thoufands fh ould have been (acri

ficed to the ir amb ition ? It was certainly a

noble aétion
,
and worthy of great commen

dation , in our kingHenry the fifth , that foon

after he arrived in France to ae t and oh

tain h is righ t to the crown of that kingdom ,

2 he



4 LE T T ER to Mr . J. M. 2

h e fent a letter to the Dauph in , in wh ich
h e challenged h im to a fingle combat,
i ‘ that fo,

”

as he exprefi
'

ed it,
“
the lives

of many men m igh t be (pared, and the

q uarrel between th em two be honourab ly

fough t and decided by th em felves An

immenfe treafure, and th e lives of perhaps

a m i llion of p eople, m igh t have been faved,

i f Leads the fourteenth of France, when he

was young, and f ull began to difiurb Europe,
h ad beenthus engaged to figh t fingly. O ur

Wi lliam the th ird, if he h ad come a l ittle

fooner into th e world, wou ld not, I believe,

h ave refufed the combat :
‘

tho
’

I could ra

th er h ave w ifh ed, that c ircum ltances had

concurred to have matched Lew i s w ith

Cbar les the twelfth of Sweden, and have

brough t them together upé n theRage. The

fubjeéts of fuch a pair of royal gladiators

would certainly have had reafon to w ith

they m igh t both have fallen in the dif

pute. But the worf
’
t is, that tho

’

th efe per

n icious princes, or fome of them ,
m igh t

have been by th is means deftroyed , yet bad

kings are l ike the heads of the Hydra : if
one is cut off, another immediately fprouts

up .

I W A S about to have proceeded in my
fpem lations, and have inq u ired what may

be the reafon, that although wars are many

B 4



B A LE T T ER to Mr . J. M.

times unjuft, and always a terrible calam ity;

yet not on ly the bulk of mankind, but you,

and I, and many more peaceab le perfons,

are neverthelefs deligh ted w ith the accounts

and defcriptions wh ich b ill ory and poetry

g ive of wars and battles ; and to h ave made

fome furth er obfervations on war and cruel

ty but for fear I th oo ld,
“

by the length of

th is letter, rather tire than divert you, I

(hall only add, that

l aw, 60C.

A SECO ND



S E C O N D

L E T T E R
'

TO the Same;

DE AR SIR,

8 you define that I would proceed in

the inq uiry and obl
‘

ervationsmentioned

in my former letter, and tell me it would

be a pleafure to you to fee them , I comply
w ith chearfulnefs : for I cannot gratify my
felf more h igh ly than in giving pleafure

to one I fo much ef’teem.

THAT the greatefi poets, w ho are certainly
fome of the moft curious obfervers and belt

judges of human nature, and particularly
th e



,a 14 LE T -

n an to tbe Same:

the epic poets, have been fenfible of the un i

verfal talle of mank ind for defcriptions of

h ats and battles,agrembly to what is m en

tioned in my lafi ,
is eviden t ; for thefe are

the principal fubjeéts of the Iliad and E neid

and, in Faradi/eL019,
‘

th e auth or h as given us

a battle of angels, wh ich by great numbers

of h is reack rsj sts
’

not, I bel ieve, the leaft ;
S

adm ired part of that divine performance.§
Give me leave to m en tion a fourth poem of
tli s fame kind, w i tch has done honour td
tI ns age and nation, and w i ll, I doubt not;
be applauded by future generations, even as

“

long as the Eagli/b langua

(wh ich , perh aps, may
~

be

part of th is poem i s alfo on the fame fub

M 1 and the battles between-Leonidas and

the P erfianr,—fome of the bravefl and m ofi

g
lorious on the tide of the former, beeaufe

i n defence of liberty and h is country, that

am were fought,; have, I believe, been

univerfally admired; Several of our ;bel
’
c

tragic poets have alfo not only de fcribed

battles, but even i ntroduced : them on : the

Rage. How prepoficrous foever th is lafi

mentioned prafi ioe may he, (and prepof

terous indeed I th ink neverthelefs it

fin es to th ew how pleating . th efe poets

h ave thought fach reprefeh tations are to the

people. 1 l . a



24 LE T T ER to the Same: i t

MY inq uiry then is, what may be the rea

fon that tho
’

wars are for the m olt part un

juft, and always a terrib le calam ity, yet not

only the bulk of mankind, but you, and I,

and many more who condemn and abhor all

wars not abfolutely neceflary, are neverthe

lcfs deligh ted w ith the accoun ts and defcrip
tions wh ich h iftory and poetry g1ve of wars

and battles ?

RE S P E CT ING
'

the bulk of mankind, I

fear their favage tempers have the greatefl:

(hare in th is pleafure : but as to the delight

that humane and peaceable perfons take in

fuch accounts and defcriptions, I th ink it may

partly proceed from their obferving the fore
figh t, contrivances, and fl ratagems of the

generals and commanders of
, arm ies, wh ich

are made ufe of to defeat their enem ies,
that change of fcenes, and variety of aétion,
wh ich fo freq uently occur i n War ; and,

above all, that 1ntrep idity, that courage,

wh ich enables men to . look Readily at death

without th rinking : thefe are incidents that

both pleafe and afton ilh .

PERHAPS there are few figh ts in theworld
wh ich would afl

‘

ord more pleafure, even to a

humane compafii onate man , (fuppofing h im
to be a mere fpeétator,) than two great ar

mies drawn up in order of battle, and ready

to engage, /Th is pleafure, to fuch a perfon,



xz [ LETT ER to the Same:

cannot proceed from the idea of the {l augh ter

of h is fellow- creatures foon to en fue
,
w h ich

on the contrary muf’t {trike h im w ith h or

ror but probably be feparates th efe ideas

in h is m ind, from thofe objects wh ich are

prefent to h is figh t; fuch as the multitude

of men and horfes, the like of wh ich is

never to be
‘

féen on any other occafion but

that of war ; their orderly and exact ar

rangement, the gaudy trappings of the horfes,
the fplendor of the hab its of the men, and

the {h in ing brightnefs of their armour

and weapons : the fe, I fay, if viewed and'

confidered abftraétedly from w hat is to fol

low , mu ft give great pleafure but I confefs

th at wh ich is to fo llow, w ill be very apt to

obtrude upon th e m ind, and ~w i ll then caft

a horrib le gloom
' over all th efe glaring

IT is al fo certain, th at not only two ar

mrcs thus drawn up 311 order of battle, and

ready to en
'

gage, w i ll give pleafure to fuch

a mere fpeCtator as I have defcribed, but

the very battle itfelf may be viewed w ith

a fort of pleafing horror. Here, befide th e
ancient and common ob fervation , that fee

ing others in danger wh ile we ourfelves

are in fafety, affords a k ind of deligh t, we

m ull l ikew ife allow,
that as the m ind is

apt to reft principally on thofe objeéts,
wh ich .
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i i I LETT ER to the Santa;

jufi, and mafterly a manner, as to bring
the {objects of thefe defcriptions, as it were,

before our view : thus Cafar , P olybius;

Li ly , Quintus Cur tius, and other h ifiorians;

as well as the above- mentioned poets and

others
,
h ave done. Indeed, jufi , lively, and

h atural defcriptions and reprefentations, whe

ther by the pen or the pencil, tho
’

th e

fubjeéts of them may be horrible, do yet

afi
’

ord a fort of pleafure to the reader or fpec
-s

tator. How many pictures of martyrdom s
,

and other fubjeéts in them felves fhocking,

h ave you and I feen , particularly in Roman

Catholic countries, wh ich notw ithflzanding
they h ave made us fhudder, yet the exq u i

fite {kill they have been performed w ith ,

h asg reatly engaged our attention, and even

extorted our applaufe ?

P E RH AP S alfo the reading romances in

our youth , wh ich are all made up of love

and fighting, may contribute to the pleafure

We receive in our mature age, by h ifiorical

and poetical accoun ts and defcriptions of

wars and battles. May not the deligh t we

took in reading the Seven Champions of
Cbr i/i endorn in our infancy, give us the grea

ter gufio forQuintus Cur tius and Homer in
our more advanced years ? DonQuixote, as

defcribed
.

by Cervantes, that jufl: and fine

copier of h uman nature, was, you know ,

fuppofed
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’

fuppofed to be (0 afl
'

etted by reading
31m

manees in h is youth , as afterwards to rami

ble about the world, and aét the very parts
of h is adm ired heroes. And tho

’ We are

far from being Don Quixotes, yet that

wh ich m igh t be though t to influence h im in

fo great a degree, may influence us in a

IN reading h ifiorical accounts of the Wars

of different -

n ations, tho
’

they may have
h appened m any hundred years fince, we are

apt to take party, intereft ourfelves in the

d ifpute, and w ith fuccefs to one fide. I re;

member, in a late converfation w ith you on

th is fubjeé
'

t
, I obferved, that refpeéting thofe

'

wars wh ich the Romans were concerned in,
I was generally on their ti de : you fm iled,

and acknow ledged that you were fo too .

(O ur fim i lar manner of th ink ing, on more

material points, has often given me pleafure,

and caufed me to entertain a better opin ion

of my own judgment than I {h ould

oth erw ife h ave done.) May not th is pro

oecd partly from the many inftances of vir

tue
, both public and private, that are fi‘

e

q uently m et w ith in th e h ifiories of that

brave people, and the very contrary lb 110

tor ious in many of their enem ies?

THE Romans, I mean the ancient Ro-i

mans, as a people, except in the triumphs

oi
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of their generals, wh ich , however ufeful as

a political infi itution , I always though t very.

barbarous, appear to h ave been , for the

molt part, h umane and jof
’
t, if we may

properly call any nation h umane and ja il ,
who make war for conquelt ; and many

particular perfons among them were {c lu e

of the mol’t i lluf
’
trious examples of private

virtue that we m eet w ith in h ifiory : where

as the Cartbaginians, the molt form idable

enem ies they ever had, unlefs we except the

Gauls, w ere perfidious to a proverb, and

very cruel. The favage, the diabolical cru

cl ty they exercifed upon Regulus, whofe

virtues they ough t to h ave adored, has made

m e their irreconcileable enemy : and con

fequently the long feries of their fuccefs

againf
’
t theRomans under Hannibal, who was

h imfelf very cruel, if we may believe th e

Roman h ifiorians, always gives me pain in

the reading : and w hen a check was given

to thofe fuccefies, firfi by FabiusMaximus
,

and then by Marcellus, I rejoice w ith the

Romans. But the dccifive victory obtained

over Hannibal and the Car tbag inians, in

Af r ica, by the Romans under the conduél

of Scipio, (who was (0 much the better

man)completes my fatisfaé
’
tion , I had almofi:

faid, my triumph .

I HA V E
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I H A V E now, Sir, in part compl ied w ith

your req uefi ; and if my fentiments on th is

fubjeét Ih ould prove agreeab le to yours, and

th is letter ferve to amufe you, it will be no

fma
‘

ll fatisfaétion to

Tours, Sec.

P . S. You w ill ob ferve, Sir, th at I have
,

in
“

th e preceding part of th is letter, made

a q uery, Whether any people, wh o engage

in warm erely for the fake of conq ueft, m ay

properly be ftyled humane and ja il ? Cer

tainly, no nation , wh ich wages war for

that purpofe, can deferve thofe epithets. It

may indeed be pleaded in behalf of the

Romans, that when they fubdued barbarous

nations, they civiliz ed and polifhed them

but
‘

as th is was not the motive of their

wars ; pride and ambition being the appa

rent incen tives, th is plea w ill not excufe

th em . Befides
,
they made war upon the

Greeks, who were much more poli fh ed

th an th e Romans them felves, and th is purely
to bring th ofe people under their dom in ion.

I
,

11 0 not recollect, that any of the Roman

h ifiorians or poets blame their countrymen

for making war m erely for the fake of con

q uelt : on the contrary, they extol and cele

b rate th em for i t. Even Vi rgi l, who ap

pears by h is Writings to have been a perfon

C of



18 A LE TTE R to tbe Some.

of great human i ty, and, as we h ave already
k en , deple tes, in fame cafes, the m i feries

of war , yet feems to exult in th is praétice o f

the Roman people. He introduces Ancbi/es
acknow ledging that other nat ion s may fue

ceed better in fiatuary, oratory, or afironomy,
than theRomans ; but, fays he,

Tu r egere imper iopopular, Romano, memento

Ha tibi erunt ar tes; pacifgue imponere mor em,

Pm cer efi biefi is, ct debellar efitperbos

Thus Englifhed byDryden

But, Rome,
’

tis tbine alone, w i tb awf ul fway,
To rule man/rind, and make tbc world obey ;

Diq fing peace, andwar , tby own majqfii cway .

To tame tbeproud, tbe fetter
’

dflave tof ree
Tbeje are imperial arts, and worthy rboc.

And whoare thefeproudpeople thatwere tobe

tamed
,
or

, as the worddebellaremore properly
fign ifi

'

es, fubdued by war? Why, thofe who
would not meanly part with th eir laws and

l iberties
, and {ubmit to theRomanyoke.

AT my leifure I may very probably give

you fome farther though ts on the fubjef ts of
Cruelty andWar.





ac Of CRU E LT Y ,

exped aflifiance from their fellow - creatures

that wh ich al l men defire and expefi for

th cm felvm from oth ers, every man th oo ld,

according to h is ab ili ty, readily afi
'

ord to

oth ers.

I t th is ru le, wh ich is (0 joft, eq ual , and

benefic ial , w as un iverfally ob ferved ,
h ow

greatly wou ld it tend to allev iate the m ifer ies

of m ankind, and promote their happinefs ?

BU T th is 15 fo far from being the praétice

of m en in general, or the ru le of their con

duCt, th at great part of them are principally
employed in bringingm ifery, calam ities, and

defiruétion on their own fpecies.

W u E s; we denom inate p ity and compaf

fion humani ty, becaufe, as we fay, th ey are

q ual ities belonging or elfential to m an ,
do

we not rather compl iment our fpecies, or at

leal’t the bulk of them , w ith what they ought

to be, than truly defcribe what they really
are ?

WHO E V ER takes an impartial view of

the behaviour and actions of the greater

part of mankind, mul’t allow , that tender

nefs and compafl i on are much lefs their true

charaéterifi ics, than hard - heartednefs and

cruelty. But our being ob liged to acknow

ledge th is truth ough t not to render thofe

vices lefs odious to us, or nacken our endea

vours to eradicate or fupprefs them

T Ho
’
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the mofi horrid and detefiable ; fo horrid

and detefiab le, that hUman nature cannot be

more disfigured or debafed , than by th e

prac
’
tice o f it : it is indeed th e utmoft extent

of w ickednefs, and freq uently transform s

men into devi ls.

T H 1 8 malignant and def
’
rrué

'

tive evil pro

ceeds in d ifferent perfons from d ifferent Cau

fes or motives. In fume it takes its rife

from their natural tempers ; oth ers learn it

by bad examples, are taugh t it by W icked

precepts, or excited to it by divers other

vices ; particularly, covetoufnefs, anger, te

venge, pride, and amb ition ; w h ich , wh en

th ey proceed to the greatei
’
r excefs, com -1

mouly end in cruelty.

T H AT there i s a natural propenfity to

cruelty in g reat num bers o f our fpecies, is

evident. W h at is m ore common , than to

{he peop le take pleafu re in beh olding not

only mere anitnals, b ut h uman creatures

alfo, in pain and mi fery in infl ict ing th efe

evils on th em , and de
'

firoying their l ives

and al l th is, ofttantimes, w ithout any other

inci tement than the gratification of a cruel

temper ?

IF
,
i ndeed, a humane compafli onateman,

wh o p ities eve ry object o f m i fety with in h is
horice, was to look no farth er th an into h is

own breaft
,
he could not conceive that there

w ere ,
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namedMaley Z idan , wh o, when he ar

r ived at the age of a man ,
was fuch ano

th er mon itor of cruel ty as h is father, be

ing, w h en about five or fix years old,

carried in the arms of a black called Me

lee, and m eeting a peafant, the boy aflced

Melee for h is cym eter to k ill th e m a n.

The black told h im , that wou ld be an

aétion unworthy of a Sh eri f ; (that is, a
defcendant of Mahomet) but {ti ll be per

fified, crying, and th reaten ing to com

plain to h is m other th e Sultanefs,
’

till

Meleewas forced to give h im the cymeter ;

at th e fam e tim e w h ifper ing to the pea

fant, that as foon as h e received the firft

firoke, h e fh ould fall down flat on th e

ground, and l ie fi ill, w ithout fi irring hand

or foot. Th e l ittle barbarous urch in,

feeing the blood run , and the man on the

ground, th ink ing he had been dead,

w en t away h igh ly del igh ted.

FR OM what, but a cruel temper, can it

princ ipally proceed, that (0 great a part of

our d iverfions are no better than fo many
acts of barbarity? Men , not con ten ted w i th

h un ting the W i ld inhab itants o f the forefls
,

woods, and fields, almpfi all of w h om in our

country are very harm lefs, and freq uently

putting them . for many hours in the utmoft

terror, and caufing them to {train every nerve

2 (0
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year (the bui lding of Rome the barba

rous cuf
’
tom

,
afterwards exceti i vely praé

’
rifed,

of fh edd 'ng h um an b lood, to gratify every
trifl ing fellow of a fpeétator, became a pub

l ic d 1verfion . The auth ors of th is inh um an

cruelty w ere Mar cus and Deei rnus junius

Brutus, wh o , from I know not w hat p ious

defire to do h ono u r to th eir father
’

s ath es
,

exh ibited th is combat of gladiators, w h ich

extremely pleafed the people. But th is in

jury done to h um an ity was revenged by a

pefi ilence, wh ich raged violently during th is

and th e follow ing year .

TH I s cruel entertainm ent continued for

a confiderable time to be practifed on ly at

the funerals of fome em inent perfonages, and

then but few com batan ts appeared ; but in

after- times, as is above mentioned, it became

a common ds ierfion . yulzur Cafar , dur ing
h is aedi lefh ip, produced th ree h undred and

twenty pair of gladiators. Trajan entertained
the people w ith thefe and the l ike kind of

fpeétacles for one hundred and twenty
- th ree

days fuccef fively, in wh ich time there ap
i

peared one thoufand pair of gladiators in the

amph itheatre.

‘M. Rollin, from whom th is account is principally
taken , in h is Hi/loi re Roma ine, T . iv. p . 2 3 1 , fays, diu

mi lle g ladiateurs, ten thoufand gladiators : but as I do not

find that number mentioned by any other author, th is
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Et quantagaleae cur 'vetur pondere; quanta

Pop litiburfedeat, quam denfof afiia libro!

W h ich l ines Mr.Dryden has thus tranflated

O b ! w hat a decentfight
’
ti .r

‘

to behold

All tby w ife
’
s magaz ine by auttion fold !

Th belt, tbe ere/tedp lume, tbe[w
’

ral[ni ts
Of M om , and tbeSpani/b leather boots !

Tet tbe/I: are tbey, that cannot bear the beat

Of figur
’

dfill s, and under far/enet fweat.
Behold theji rutting Amaz onian whore,
Sbefl ands in guard, w ith ber r igot foot before;
Her coats tuclt

’

d up, and all ber motionsjig/i ,
Sbefiampr, and then cries, bob ! at every tbrufi .

AND [0 excefii vely fond were the people

in general of thefe detetlzable fpeCtacles, it

was w ith the utmofi difficu lty, that even

the power of their emperors, when they
became chrittian , could put an end to them .

Happy had it been for the ch rifiian world,
if
,
when the emperors had fupprefi

'

ed thefe

gladiators, they had never futfered a fet of

a difl
'

erent kind of cut- th roats, I mean

church -

gladiators, to mount the fiage who

murdered one another w ith much more

rancuur, malice, and cruelty, as well as in

infinitely greater numbers
,
than their hea

then k indred and predecefi
'

ors had ever done.

But of th is, perhaps,more hereafter.

SE CT I O N
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S E C T I O N II.

Of Cruelty proceeding f rom cooetoujize/i or

rapacioufnefi .

HENmen are fo negligent or floth

ful that theyw ill not take the ne

cefi
'

ary care or pains to maintain them felves

or their fam ilies, or (0 extravagant that they
difl ipate their own fubfiance, they are th en

very apt to covet th e properties of others,

and grow rapacious, defperate, and cruel .

Do we not daily fee w icked w retch es
,

wh o, merely to get the money that pafl
'

en

gers or travellers have about them , wh ich is

frequently but a trifle, fcruple not at all to

maim , wound, or even ki ll them ? others,

wh o, when their fellow - creatures are en

deavouring to fave their lives and efl
'

eéts

from fli ipwreck, infiead of aiding, afii fiing,

and com forting fuch in their difirefs, not

only rob them by violence of their goods,

but mol’t barbaroully murder th ofe whom

th e raging tempelt had fpared ? And {0 far

h ath th is vice divefied fome perfons of all

h umanity and the firif teft ties of nature,

that they have, as we have feen by fetg ral

late examples, deliberately contrived, and

barbaroufly perpetrated, the murder of their

benefactors,







and of WAk: 35 .

hunger. In th is one province they mur

dered above two m illions of men . They
tortured the natives w ith the molt hellifh

“ inventions, to make them d ifcover their

gold. Diego de Valafio
,
in particu lar,

murdered ten thou fand in a m on th
’

s time.

Some they ftarved to death ,
th rufi ing their h eads betw ixt p ieces of

cloven tim ber . O thers th ey buried alive
,

“ leaving their h eads above ground, at

wh ich they bow led w ith iron bullets

they likew ife forced them to eat one ano

ther
, and comm itted m any other diabo

licai cruelties, too dreadful to be related.

AF T E R th is narration of the Spaniards

barbarity to the Indians, we cannot m uch

wonder at the choice m ade by a poor Indian

prince, who, as the fame b ifl mp inform s

us
, having been by the Spaniards fafiened

to a flake to be burnt alive and being to ld

by a Francifcan friar, that if he wou ld em

brace their rel igion , h e fh ould go to heaven

but if not
, he mull burn for ever in hell ;

alked, if there were any Spaniards in heaven ?
and the friar anfwering, yes ; Th en

,

”

replied the Indian, I had rather go to the

devils in hell, than w ith the Spaniards
to heaven .

SECT IO N
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ing ordered to afiitult the enem ies works the

next day, be defined the ir company, when

they would have an opportunity of fh ew ing

their own bravery, and being w itnefi
'

es of h is.

Certainly th is was nefl ing like a man of fenfe,

of temper, and of true courage.

ANOTHER kind of cruelty alfo oftentimes

ari fes from t hefe pafli ons of anger and re

venge, wh ich , tho
’

commonly practifed with

pleafurc infiead of remorfe, is little lefs bar

barous than the former : I mean deftroying
mens characters, wh ich many elteem equally
w ith th eir lives : and, indeed, of what value

is life w ithout a good charaé
’
ter i‘ Men, of

more w it than human ity, are veryapt, in the

wantonnefs of their hearts
,
to be gu ilty of

th is cruel injury: but that i t is done w ith w it,
is fo far from being a good cxcufe, that it is

an aggravation of the crime ; for, l ike a flab

given by a (harp
-

pointed weapon , it pierces

the deeper.

A L T H OUGH the Indians in North Arne
r ica h ave h ardly any wealth or property to

oceafion covetoufnefs, n or notions of gran

deur to exc ite amb ition ; yet, when firf
’
t dif

covered by the Europeans, they were, and (till

are, continually at war w ith , and exereifing
themof’t horrid cruelties upon one another

fath er Hennepin , who refided many years

among them, inform s us of the princ ipal
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,

caufe.

“ T he favages of Amer ica,
” fays he,

h ave-almoft all of t h em a fi rong prepcn;

9‘ fion to war, becaufe they are very revenge

ful : when
‘

once they have taken a di fgufl:

to any, Who are not of their own nation
,

th ey m uft be revenged ,
fooner or later

,

tho
’

they Wait an opportun ity to th e th ird

or fourth generation. They are refilefs

day and nigh t,
’

till they have taken fatis

fac9tion for an afl’ront, by del
’
troying, if

they can , molt of that nation they are en-a

raged at.
”

F R O N! the fame author I (hall give a fl ight

fketch of the (h ocking cruelties thefe people

are prompted to comm it by thefe pafii ons of

anger and revenge.

THE RE are, fays th ism ill i onary,
“
no

favages m all the Northern Amer ica, but
w hat are verv cruel to th eir enemies. i f “t

5 ‘ When they take a flave,
”

(he means a

prifoner) they tie h im , and make h im run

af ter them if he is unable to follow them ,

they {trike their hatchet into h is head, and

there leave h im , after they have torn off

ikin and hair together. They do not fpare

fucking infants.

i f At th eir return from
war, when they come near their villages,

they are met by th em en and women, who

make a lane for the flaves to pals through

them . But 'tis a lamentable recaption for

thefe
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into th is made h im roar ; but he told

the woman , (he was cunning : you, faid

he, underftand fometh ing, th is is th e

courfe you fhould take with us It

appears (h e knew, as Dr. Garth fays,

fl at thefame nerves aref ojhion
’

d tojig/lain

Theg reat{1}plea/ure and thegreate/i pain.

WH EN the flave, continues my nu

thor, wh ich they burn , is dead, they eat

h im ; but before h is death they make their

ch ildren drink fome of h is blood, to ren

l ‘ der them cruel and inhuman .

W HA T a m ortifying eonfideration it is,

that we are of the fame fpeeies w ith , and fo

nearly related to thefe men , or rather thefe

devi ls incarnate !But what is fiill much more

mortifying,
- r-many Europeans, who pretend

to be the m olt z ealous eh rifi ians, are altoge

ther as diabol ically cruel as thefe heathens

th is hath partly appeared in the laft (edition ,

and w ill probably appear more fully in the

progrefs of thefe Elfays.

AVoyage intoNorth Amer ica, p . 9 2 , ct feq .

S E C T I O N
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twenty villages of the P alatinat, were but

fparks in comparifon to th is confiagration.

And wh at [till aggravated thefe cruelties was,
that the elector P alatine, wh ofe country
Lew i s commanded to be in fuch a barbarous

manner deftroyed, had comm itted no crime,
but having done h is duty in un iting w ith the

refl: of Germany again fl France

HI S M O ST C HR I S T IAN MAJE STY , not

contented fo inh um an ly to fpoi l and ravage

h is neighbours territories, and deprive them

of their dom in ions, prevailed upon the Turks

to enter Cbr i/tendomw ith an army of two hun

dred thoufand men , and to become h is co- ada

jutors in rapine, flaugh ter, and deflruél ion .

A s this prince
’

s h and w as thus againf
’
t all

h is neighbours, he at length un ited many of

them againfi h imfelf : and as by thatmeans h is

pride was at laf
’
t much humbled, [0 h is power

m igh t have been in foch a manner reduced,

h ad not fome unhappy inciden ts intervened,

as would for one century, at leafi, have deli

vered Eur ope from th e infults of France

thofe unhappy incidents, wh ich prevented fo

defirab le and falutary an efi
’

eét, we are now

feeling the i ll confeq ue
'
nces of, and perhaps

lh all h ave reafon for ever to deplore.

AL T HO U GH the reign of Lewis XIV

was a continued fcene of tyranny, opprefii on,

Le Siecle de Louis XIV, T. I; pl i 78.
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th ink that in th is defcription any th ing has

been exaggerated : but if fome, not fo con

verfant in thefe relations, (h ould be of a dif

ferent opin ion, I (h all tranfcribe a matter of

fact, and a recent one too, from an author

w ho was perfectly well informed of what he

relates, wh ich w ill effec
’
tually convince them ,

that it is hardly pofii ble, on th is fubjeé
’

t, for

any defcription to exceed the truth .

AB O U T the end of March, in the year

172 2 , the city of I/jbaban, cap ital of P er/fa,

was befieged byMf r—Jll agbmud: in yuly and
d ugufl the citiz ens were reduced to eat ca

mels, mules, horfes, and afi
'

es, and there was

no other m eat. An horfe
’

s carcafe, at the

end of Augq/i , was worth a thoufand crowns.
In September and O fi aber , they cat cats and

dogs, of wh ich fo many were devoured, that

one would have though t the fpecies had been

defiroyed. In September a pound of bread

was fold for th irty (b i llings, and in Ofi ober

for above fifty. l/f aban being very full of

trees, fome of them were felled, and the

leaves and bark [old by the pound for food.

Shoe- leather boiled was for a wh ile the com

m on vié
’
tuals. At lafi they came to eat the

fiefh of the dead carcafes that lay in the

fireets. Tho
’

thofe, who were caugh t do

ing (0 , were baftinadoed for it yet necefii ty,

Wt h has no law, made the evil increafe
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in fomuch that feveral ch ildren were Prolen

and eaten, worn as they w ere to flceleton s

by fam ine ; and even fome mothers k i lled

and fed upon their own ch ildren . The peo
~

pic of q uali ty fufi
'

ered no lefs than the vu l

gar, as we may judge from the conduét of a

P erfien nobleman, wh o, finding th ere w as no

more food to be h ad, poifoned h im felf and

h is w hole fam i ly. It is faid that no lefs than

a m illion and forty thoufand P eg/54m died in

Member: during the fiege
I W O ULD a reafonable and compaflionate

man fuppofe, that at the figh t of thefe horrid

fcenes any of h is fellow
—creatures {h ould find

not on ly matter of pleafure and fatisfaél ion ,

but of the h igheit exultation and triumph

That conq uerors do, is neverthelefs a fad

truth ! But how much th is redounds to the

h onour of human nature, let mankind refleé
’

t.

SURE L Y th is havock and defirufi ion of

our fpec ies by war, in fi ead of being an h o

nour to us, and affording matter of pride and

glory,

The h iftory of the revolution of Perfia , taken from
th e memo irs of father Krufinjki , who l ived twenty years
in that country.

I cannot forbear to obferve, that thefe m iferies, and the

terrible calam ities wh ich the whole ki ngdom of P er/fa

was afterwards, and remains to th is day affl iéted w i th ,

were entirelyow ing to the extreme weaknefs of the king,

th e ill coming}of his m in ifiers, and particularly the di f

{c a tions that reigned among them.
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MANY ch i ldren are no fooner capable of

m ifch ief, but we fee them deligh ted w ith

aéts of barbarity, wh ich they firft exercife on

in feéts, or fuch little an imals they can m ail er

and as they are too freq uently encouraged in

th is abom inable praétice, infiead of being re

proved or chafi ifed for it, no wonder, as they

grow up to maturity of age, they grow up ai

fo to maturity of w ickednefs.
'W HEN a natural propenfity to th is vice i s

obferved in ch ildren, great and early care

th ould be taken to prevent its grow th , and, if

pofl i ble, to eradicate it:

THE firfi means m ade ufe of to reform

rational creatures fhould always be to reafon

w ith them . If in th is cafe that method does

not prove effeétual , pun ifhments mu ll then

be made u fe of
,
but on no accoun t fuch as

may harden the offender, or tend to make

h im defperate for thofe are much m ore

l ikely to confirm and increafe, than dim in ifh

or cure the evil . Perhaps, when a ch ild is

wantonly or w ickedly hurting a harm lefs an i

mal, and reproof hath been tried w ithout

efi
'

eét, he lh ould be ufed fomewh at after the

fame manner h im felf, and made to feel , in a

proper degree, the like kind of pain h e ih

fl iéts : th is, accompan ied w ith fuitab le admo

n itions, m igh t be of fervice to deter h im from

repeating the l ike. And if fuch a method,





66 Of CRUE LTY,

but not courageous foldiers : true courage
‘

is

not to be acq u ired by feeing others behave

defperately in a bad m ic, or for nq caufe at:

all, but by men from their own refleétions,

or the examples of others, learning to con

temn fufi
'

erings, and even death itfelf, in a .

CE RT A INL Y it is a great fcandal to any
civili z ed people, and fill] a much greater re

proach to a ch rifiian nation, tm fuifer fach

abom inable entertainments. An Engli/hman
cannot, without regret, take notice, that fo

reigners have freq uently remarked the barba

rity of many of our public diverfions, and

from thence concluded that we are a cruel

people. RefpeCting the lower, or rathet the

lowefi fort, it is to be feared the charge is too

juft ; but as to perfons of condition and edu

cation, I hope irmay be truly faid, there are

none in any country that exceed many of

them in human ity.

As example hath great influence over the

minds , manners, and conduct of ch i ldren

and other young people efpecially, too m uch

care cannot be taken by parents and others,
to whom the education of fuch is intruded,
that neither they them felvesmommit aé

’
rs of

cruelty, nor, as much as in them lies to pre

vent ir, fufi
'

er others fo to do in the prefence

of



and o
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'

of youth
’
and i f at any time they (hould be

witnefi
'

es of fuch , or read of, or hear them

related, their m inds (heuld be imprefi
'

ed with

horror and deteftation of foch unnatural and

bruti lh crimes. If thofe who have power

and ab i lity to prevent bad actions being com

mitred
,
and do not exert themfelves to (0

good a purpofe, are in one fenfe guilty of

them how much more gu ilty are they, who

by their example encourage and promote

them ?

S E C T I O N II.

HE many cruelties that have been of

late comm itted among us by th ieves,

robbers, and other vile wretches, and in fuch

numbers as were unknown to former times,

call aloud for redrefs.

F 2

l hflineas ig itur damnandis ; hujus enim eel

Una potens ratio ejl , n: cr imina nofi rafiqaantur
Ex nobis geni ti quoniam docile: imitandis

Turpihns U praw
'

s omnesfirmas.
in t e r c o n ti n e n ta l.

Ni l difl nf e dam,
ba r limina ranger,

a
Q

Maxim debetur puero reverentia.

Juv. Sat. 14.

Th is fatire is recommen
ded as a

'

rnofi excellent lell
'

on

sem i

arid others who have the care of youth .
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S E C T I O N IV.

F the fupprefii ng private injuries, robbs

ries, violences, and cruelties, be (0 defi

rable an event, as certainly it is, how much

more ardently is it to be w ilhed, that public

enorm ities of the fame kind, I mean wars,
were l ikewife put an end to ! By the firfi,

b ut a few , comparatively, fufi
'

er by the lat

ter, nations are greatly difirefi
'

ed, and (ome

times entirely defiroyed.

T a AT thefe calam ities are principally
owing to the boundlefs pride and amb ition

of princes, is certainly true. And that princes

are fo apt to involve their own and other

countries in cruel and dedruétive wars to

gratify thofe pafiions, is one among many
1
°

unan l
'

werable reafons, why they fhould never

be trufied w ith abfolute power. Governing
bodies of men are not, generally (peaking, fo

fufceptib le of thofe vices as fingle perfons,

and are for the mod:part much more regard

ful of pub lic utility. For th is reafon, if there

were fewer arb itrary princes in the world, we

m igh t have reafon to hope there would be

fewer cruelties of m any kinds comm itted
,

and particularly not tomany unjuftwars un

dertaken .
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when th efe two conditions are compared,
none but madmen would chufe the latter.

T n A T it is the real intereft of princes to

preferve their dom in ions in peace, cannot

be doubted : and it is, if righ tly confidered,
not lefe their true glory.

CANa prince obtain more fubftantial glory
than by preferving, as much as in h im lies,
the lives of h is people, and rendering them

as eafy and happy as pofii ble ? O r can h e

more jufily merit the greateft reproach and

infamy, (I had like to have faid punithment
alfo)than for defiroying or making m iferable
multitudes of thofe who are put under h is

care and proteétion ?

A CERT A IN truth it is, tho
’

a melan

choly one, that few princes have attained, or

indeed at all fough t after, th is real glory of

being the prefervers of their people ; but that

great numbers of them have rich ly deferved

the reproach and infamy of being their de

flroyers. Among the very few who have (0

w ell deferved of their fubjeéts, and indeed i t

may be faid of mankind in general, two in

d ances {hall be here given, one ancient and

the other 'modern

T n E ancient example is that of Hieroking
of Syracu/é, who, tho

’

not a great king, re

fpeéli ng h is conquéfls, or the extent of h is

dominions, wh ich Was only about half the
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felt proofs before
‘

he afcended the throne.

If he had engaged in thefe foolith and amb i

tious projeas, and fucceeded, as, many c ir

cumfiances being much in h is favour, h e

very probably m igh t, then in the opi nion of

mofi men he had pafi
'

ed for a hero. But

with what heavy taxes mufl he have loaded

h is people ? How m any hufbandmen muft

h e have forced from their lands ?How much

blood would h ave been fpilled to obtain thefe

viétories ? And what advantage would they
have been to the Rate ? Hiero, who knew in
what folid glory confified, placed h is in wi fely
govern ing the people under h is charge, and

making them happy. Infiead of fecking by
force of arm s to conquer new countries, h e

endeavoured to increafe the number of h is

fubjeéts by peace and plenty, wh ich he fe
cured them the pofi

'

efii on of.

WH EN Syracufi ,
th rough the w ife con

dud : of Hiero, was feen to enjoy th is happy
tranqu i llity, wh i lf

’
r Af r ica, Italy, and even

a part of Sici ly itfelf, and all the coun

tries around h is dom inions, were difirefi
'

ed

by a violent and cruel war, wh o could w ith

hold from faying w ith adm iration, Happy
the people thus conducted by a Wife king !

ahd more happy (till the king, wh o feeks th e

Welfare of h is people, and places h is felicity
in d oing h is dutyTSuppofe, on the contrary,
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them two, or at leafi probable,
-

,
th ey become

properly our own fentiments.
HA Vm o premifed thefe few general oh

fcrvations, we {h all confider our fubject under
the three following heads, viz .

F IRST , The Opin ions wh ich commonly

have been, or now are entertained, by the

greatelt part o f mankind, concern ing the cru

elty of the Deity or Dei ties worfh ipped by
them .

SEC O ND L
'

Y, The barbarous methods of

devotion freq uently praétifed.

T a rn B LY , Men
’

s inhuman treatment of

one anoth er, on account of their difi’erent

fentiments in religion, and different forms of
worfh ip.

S E C T I O N 1.

S we have no clear or fathfafi ory ac
'

count of the creation of man we do

m t know h is original opin ion concern ing h is

Creator, not what was the firft object of his
worlh ip.

f
.The relat ions of all heathen authors eqnoerning the

e ngine ofman ure m doubtedly fabulous inventions, and

d ie account of it in the book of Gang/is, faid to bewrit

tem hy
flfl ofesr has been by many learned men

‘

efi eemed
“

i n allegory, and certainly h ath much .more the appear

il il oe at?that than a b iliary : however, it is
:

at belt WY}

419 11; dark, and unfatisfaci ory,
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and writing againft it : but he artfully mollia

fled their fury by faying to them , When
I fee you, I th ink I behold the -face of

God Both Tee-milieu and Epiphanim ,

thofe grand channpions againft heretics, and

w ho l ived in the early days
-

of ch rifiim i ty,

have been charged w ith th is grofs error.

And indeed, what is more common at th is

d ay among many of thofe cal led chrifiians,

than to fee th e alm igh ty, allwife, incomme
h enlible, invifibleCreator of the univerfe, re

prefented under the form of a weak foolilh

man i

I 1 1 is evident
,
that when molt men form

i deas of their gods, and of the O neGod alfo,
Ithey take them felves for the originals ; they
draw th eir own features enlarged and heigh

~

~tened : in their conceptions gods are but gi

gantic or colofl
'

can men , and men are dimi 'r
‘
nutlve or pigmy gods. And perhaps, i f other

an imals and reptiles, a nd even infeéts, were

capable of form ing ideas of gods, they would

alfo imagi ne theywere l ike them felves ; they

would

Saz omen, tranllated into Frm b byM Care/m, ch . act.

P 472

Piétures of God the Father in the likenefs of an O ld

manj‘ara very common , efpec ially i n Roman Catholic
countries; the author of thele Eli

‘

ays h as feen, at Lyons in
Fra nget fuch a pifi ure, with a hatcocked upmccarding to
the prefent fafltion, gn three fides, probably to reprefent

I



m id form the images of elephantine and

pifmire
- like

,
fheepilh and l ion- like gods.

T 11 Is almoit general
“

propcnfity in men,

of attributing to their deities the fame tern

pe
ts, d ifpofitions, and pilfli ons they experi

ence in them felves, accounts clearly for the

common opinion they have entertained of the

cruelty of their gods , and th is opin ion , fo

received, is alfo a h tong and evident proof
of the cruelty o f mens hearts.

MEN experienc ing, by and among them

felves, how clofely power is generally con

neéted w ith tyranny and cruelty, (infiances of

wh ich continual ly occur from the behaviour

of the malter to h is fervents
V

,
the pedagogue

to

f i n former times when, and in heathen countries

where , ferven ts for the mod part
'

wereHaves, they
“

have

been generally treated w ith extreme barbarity. T he

reverend Dr . yorrin, in h is excellen t Difiaurji r

ing i be Ch i/25amRelig ion, fays, that ch rifiian ity hath in

no {mall rneafure removed many enorm ities praci ifed by

pagans, and among.oth ers this rule treatment of fervants.

i t would h ave been very happy, and redounded greatly
to the honour of chritl ian ity, i f th is rel igion had fi ill

more eflh&ually cured all the ev1ls he mentions, and th is

evil part icularly. In Eurapermcountries, where fervante

are not llaves
’

, but can q uit the ir fervices in a m anner

when they pl
'

eafe, and are under the protec
'

tion o f -

’

thc

lav” , it is not in the pOWer of m atters to ufe them with

{0 much cruelty as it maybejuil ly feared many w ould
M ik d o :

“but in the I nter im »: plantations too many



ga
‘
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r v,

’

to h is pupils, and the abfolute monarch to

h is llaves) and having afcribed to their gode
'

unlimited power, they have attributed to

them alfo boundlefs tyranny and cruelty.

T 1; AT far the greater part of mankind,
of all ages, nations, and religions, have

formed thefe Opinions of the cruelty of the

deities or deity they worfh ipped, is evident

from numberlefs infiances.

P AGANS have generally fuppofed that

their gods frequently puni lhed them w ith

the molt grievous calam ities, as fam ine, pe

li ilence, and th is many times only for

omitting fome infign ilicant, ridiculous cerea

mony in their worlh ip, or not giving credit
to fome improbable idle tale told them by
their footh fayers or prielts, or on fuch - like

frivolous accounts: and as they imagined that
their

ufe their llaves wi th fuch horrid barbarity,as could not be

exceeded by any heathens. The worthy and learned

author above-mentioned has, in a note, given us an in

fiance howSeneca (a heathen)hath pleaded the caufe of

fervants : this plea i s (o jult, fo reafonable and humane,

that I cannot but tranfcribe it : Sem i /21m? imo bomiuer.
Sem i ji mt .

9 imo emtubermrler. Sem i [11111 imo bumi ler

amid . Sem i[11111 1
°

mo eon/2 rd , [i eagitaw r ir mmpdete
in utrofque Iieeref ortunee, See. p. 148. ex epill . Sen .

W emufi neverthelel
'

s ack nowledge , that too few fcr

want: are fo faith ful, diligent, and affefi ionate, as to be

My eli eemed humble friends . however, 1t is certain their

fuperiors O ught always to confider them as of the fame

Ip ecies with themfelves, and behave to themwith 1111-3
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to believe . in this O ne God , do rep refent

h im fiill more cruel than the hmthens did

their gods.

T-m -z
'

j
’

ews were taught to believe, and

many ch rifi iansare
‘

wife enough to entertain

and propagate the fameopinion; that theLord

abundant in goadmyi and trutb, keeping mer cy
f ar tbeir/buds, f org iving iuiqui t] and trauf
g refiou and f ire, 4 10171 by no means dear tbe

gui lty, but vi/it tbe iniquity qf tbef ather s upon
the cbi ldreu, and 0p mthe chi[drew (biHem}
unto the third and to tbef our tb generation
THERE are alfo many other inflames irt

theDidTefiament of the jaws bel ieving that
God pun ifhed the innocent for the crimes

of the guilty onemore example of th is kind,
and a flagrant one it is, may fufiice.

INthe book ofChronicles, chapter the xxifi,
i t is written, that k ing David ordered [free]
to be numbered. Th is was probably from
a mo tive of pride: however, it does not focus

to be a fin of the doepefi dye, nor to be com

pared, for
'

the heiuq q fuefs of it, wi th many
other crimes committed by tbis ,

1mm d i et
‘é God

’

s

Exodus xxxiv. 6 8: 7. The general ity of eh rt

fi rms have indeed carried th is opinion much farth er th a 1
to the th ird and fourth generation : they have extended

(ti frb tiuhe firfi man to the lai’c; for all Adam
’
s pofi erity

are, i t feems, to be puuifhed for his fut.

3





'

96 Of Cu 11s:r
’

.T Y}
fay, God bath in the other world appointed
for finners.

E T E RNA L MI SERY is, in particular, by
far the greater part of ch rifiians believed to

be not only the portion of fuch who are

gui lty of wilful and capital crimes, but of

thofe whore faults or frailties are, all circum

fiances confidered
,
morally impoflible to

’

be

avoided by them . And thus alfo
, according

to op in ions commonly received, are perfons

to be pun ifhed for the om ifli
‘

on of certain cc

remoules, wh ich cannot purify the h eart or

confcience even tho
’

the om iffion happened

in no degree by their own fault, but merely
from that of others : th is is fuppofed to be

the cafe of ch ildren who die unbaptiz ed, and

perfons to whom the p riefl: fhall refufe or

neglect to adminifter the facrament

DAMNA T I O N is likew ife faid to be al

lotted to all who do not believe and worth ip,
or have not believed and worth ipped arigh t.

Thus as it appears that the belief and worth ip
of O neGod was for many ages almofl: totally
confined to an obfcure, vi le, w icked people,

as their own h iftoriaus and prophets defcribe

them,
inhabiting a fmall country, and having

very
As Rani/b priefi s have very induftrioully propagated

this notion, what barbarous wretches are they to ref11fe

file fam ment, on frivolous pretences, to the poor people,

who are taught, and do really believe, that their falvan

tion
'

depends upon receiving it !
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Of REL IGIOUS CRUELTY. 9 9

have no other cafe but to wreak their fury
in torm enting thee,Math xi i i. 4 2 . and xxv.

36, 660 . W here {h all be pun ilhment w ith

out any pity, m ifery w ithout any mercy,

forrow w ithout fuccour, crying w ithout

com fort, malice w ithout meafure, torment

w ithout cafe, Re
‘v. xiv. 1 0 , I I . Where

the wrath of God {h all feiz e upon thy foul

and body, as the flame of fire does on the

lump of pi tch or brimfione, Dan . vu . 1 0 .

In wh ich flame thou {h alt ever be burn

ing, and never confumed ; ever dying, and

never dead ; ever roaring in th e pangs of

death , and never rid of thofe pangs, nor

expeéting ends of th y pains. So that, all

ter thou h alt endured them (0 many thou

{and years as there are blades of grafs on

the earth , or lands in the (ea, h airs on the

heads of all the fons of Adam, from the

firfit to the lal’r born
, as there h ave been

creatures in h eaven or earth , thou {h alt be

no nearer an end of thy torments, than

th ou wait the very f ull day that thou waft

cafi into them ; yea , (0 far are they from
“ ending, that they,

are ever beginn ing : for

if, after (0 many thoufand times to m any
th ou

’

fand years, thydamned foul could but

conceive fame hope, that thefe torments

fli onld have att e nd; th is
"
would be fom e

Comfort, to th ink th at at length an end
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w ill come : but as often as thy m ind (h all

th ink on th is word never , (and thou {h alt
ever be th inking of it) it w ill rend thy
heart in pieces w ith rage and h ideous la

m entation as giving fi ill new l ife to thy
un fufi

'

erab le forrows, wh ich exceed all ex

prefli on or im agination. It w i ll be an

O ther hell in the m idf’r of hell

WHAT an afton ifh ing, what a (h ocking,

terrible, and diabolical account is here given

of our Creator
’

s dealings w ith h is creatures !

I CA N N O T difm ifs th is fubjeét of God
’

s

thus condem n ing m en to E V E R L A ST I NG

T O RMENT S, w ithout expofiulating w ith

thofe who may be (0 unhappy as to believe,

and w ith fuch who, tho
’

they do not be

l ieve, are neverthelefs fo weak or fo w icked

as to teach and propagate th is blafphemous

doétrine, th is DOCTRINE or DEV ILS indeed.

PRA Y ,
w hat are the falutary and jufl ifi

able ends of all pun ifhments ? Are they not,

firl’r, to reclaim offenders
,
wh ich is certainly

the molt defirable end ; fecondly, to deter

men from comm itting the like crimes they
fee

8 A ferions and pathetical defcription of heaven and

hell, according to the pencil of theHoly Ghofi, and the

belt expofitors, U r. taken out of a book intitled

wbale duty qf a ch i/Han . London, printed at the charge

o f Cbrifl
’

s Hofpital, 172 3, p. 1 2 , 1 3 . N. B. All

the references to Scripture aremy author
’

s, who is there

fore anfwerable for their being to h is purpofe.
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perhaps always, for events not depending on

th em felves.

I 5 there a man , even a vile man, (0 more

th an brutally cruel , who, if it were in h is

power, would on any account coolly and de

l iberately doom h is own ch ildren , or any one

of h is fellow -creatures, even h is worf
’
cenemy,

to ETERNAL T oRMENT s ? Nay, is there a

man fo void of compafl i on, who, i f able
,

would not prevent any being from fufi
'

ering
fuch boundlefs, inconceivable m ifery ? And

as to a good man, he would be fo far from

aCting by any creatures in th is manner, that

h e would confer and diffufe happinefs to the

utmofi of h is abi lity, and w ifh he were able

to make the whole creation happy.

THo
’

th efe abfurd and unworthy notions

of th e Deity are originally derived in many

perfons from the implacable di fpofitions they
find in them felves, as before mentioned, yet

oth ers receive them by different means ; they
are taugh t thefe O pinions ; and if their own

tem pers are cruel, they the more readily im

b ibe them .

BU T men fhould confider, that by teach

ing th is doctrine of everlafting pun ifhments
,

they are fo far from ferving the caufe of re;

l igxon, that they take themolt likely meth od,

on one hand, to occafion and efiablifh athe

i lin
, and th ereby defl roy all religion 5 and on

the





1 04 Of RELIGIOUS CRUELTY.

but furely, if fuch opin ions concerning the

Deity prevail, they mufl: greatly tend to in

creafe vice and w ickednefs in the world.

To pretend that any particular perfons, or

the people of any one nation, are, or ever

w ere chofen byGod as h is peculiar favourites,
in the capricious manner that men too com

monly chufe their favourites, is to afcribe

folly and partiality to the Deity. If thefe

fuppofed favourites fhould be fome of the

worf’t and vilcft of mankind, and it fh ould

neverthelefs be afferted, that God for their

fakes plagued and defiroyed other nations
,

th is would not on ly be to afcribe folly and

partiality to h im , but injuf
’
tice and cruelty alfo.

WHAT ideas does it raife of the Deity, to
denom inate a king who was unjuft, ungrate
ful, an adultererer, cruel, a tyrant and a mur

derer a man after God
’

s own heart ? If in

deed
By the accounts given of David in the Scriptures,

there are ample proofs that all here fa id of h im is true.

As to h is cruelty in particular, befide the complicated
crimes of adultery and murder in the cafe o f Ur iah and

h is w ife, the barbarity of wh ich is fo beautifully and em

phaticallyreprefented byNaiban in the parable of the ewe
lamb befide thefe and many other vile actions, —when
h e had taken the city of Kabbab, he brough t forth the

people that were therein, and put them under faws,
and under barrows of iron, and under axes of iron,
and made them pafs through the brick

- kiln and thus

did he unto all the ci ties of the children of dmmon .

”

z 1 .

Th e
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rY.

For a king or anyother man, however w icked

or profl igate, may, by being a great favourer

of priefis, and a firiét and z ealous obferver of

the rites and ceremonies of their religion , be

jufily called aman after the priefi
’

s own heart,

and be by h im , in a too common acoeptation

of the word, f
’
ryled very religious. But furely

to denom inate fuch an one a man after God
’

s

own h eart, or a religious man, in a proper

fenfe of that exprefl i on , tends to convey very
difadvantageous fen timents both of God and

- of rel igion .

NOTHING can be more contrary to truth ,

derogatory to the honour of the Deity, or

prejudicial

they had fet upon a new cart, the oxen that drew it hap

pen ing to (tumble, the ark fhook, and Uz z ab put forth

h is hand and took hold of it, no doubt to prevent damage.

Now, for ought that appears to us, th is feems to have

been an action perfeétly innocent, if not of fome (mal l

merit alfo : however, w e are told in the fecond of Se

muel, chapter the vith, the anger of the Lord was

kindled againft Uz z ab, and God fmote h im there for

h is error, and there he died by the ar Critics and

commentators w i ll do well to confider, if th is pafl
'

age

fhould not be thus read : Th e anger of the PRIESTS w as

k indled againfi Uz z ah, and they fmote h im,
Ede. Indeed

i f we confider what follows, th is readingwill {till appear

more neceffary for the next words are, And David

was difpleafed, becaufe the Lord had made a breach

upon
'

Uz z ah,
”

that is, had flain h im . Now furely
David would not have been fo impious to be difpleafed
with any th ing the Lord had done ; but he m ight well

be difpleatbd with th is



Of REL IGIOUS CaueLTY.

‘

Io7

prejudic ial to true religion and virtue, and

con feq uently to the peace, good order, and

happ inefs of the world, than to believe and

teach , that God commands men to aét eon

trary to thofe natural, fundamental, and un

erring rules of reafon and moral ity, wh ich are

efiablifhed in everyman
’

s breaft, and all men

acknow ledge, tho
’

too few praétife. A ufe

ful and molt excellent compendium of thefe

rules
,
wh ich every one fh ould keep conti

nually in h is view, and refolve conflantly to

fquare all h is actions by, is, To do unto

others
,
as he would that they fhould do

unto h im .

I t
? men can cheat themfelves and others

into a belief, that God fometimes difpenfes

with thefe rules, and commands what is con

trary to them , th is w i ll certainly be an inlet

to the mofl flagrant and wicked crimes.

HA VE not mp
ltitudes pretended, and nu

doubtedly many really believed, that God

hath commanded them to wage the moff

unjufl: and cruel wars; to torment andmurder

their own fpec ies, fometimes even their own

ch ildren
,
and to defl rov nations ? And have

not thefe and all manner of barbarities been

freq uently comm itted under th is pretended

fanfi ion , and IN THE NAME O F THE Loan ?

BUT undoubtedly no book or man , no

pgr an angel from heaven, teaching thatGod

u.



1 0 8 Of RELIGrous CRUELTY .

i s cruel , or commands men to be fo, ough t

to obtain the leaf: degree of credit.

W H I L ST men bel ieve that all aCts of in

jufi ice, violence, and barbarity, are contrary

to the laws of God and ofl
'

enfive to h im , th is

belief may be a means to deter them from

comm i tting fuch actions : but i f men once

entertain an opinion , thatGod not on ly coun

tenances, but commands thefe actions, what

injufl ice, violence, and inhuman ity may nO t

then be expeé
’
ted from them and more ef

pecially from princes and nations, wh o are,

or th ink they are, above the reach of h uman

laws and pun ifhmcnts.

I T is a very weak and falfe plea to alledge,

as is freq uently done in fupport of th is opi

n ion, that we do not know what good ends

God may have to bring about in command

ing aétions, wh ich , i f not ordered by h im ,

would indeed be immoral and w icked and

i t is as falfe to aver there can be any proof

fufli cient to demonfirate that fech af tions

are commanded by God, or to warrant the

performance of them .

A s to th e argument, We do not know ,

that can prove noth ing, and may be eq ually
applied to almoft any th ing : but th is belief

or pretence of God
’

s commanding immoral

atld w icked aétions is contrary to all rational

fentiments concern ing theDeity, and there

{on
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Of ReLIe rou s CEUELTY.

’

I I I
“

And to pretend that God has wrought m ira

cles to confirm fuch commands, -commands

to break h is own inviolable and eternal laws,

is on ly adding the vileft fraud and impoflzure

to prove and fupport the molt notorious

falfeh ood.

S E C T I O N III.

ROM th is fhort View of the opinions

fo commonly entertained amongfi th e

greateft part of mankind, concerning the dei

t ies or Deity
-

worfh ipped by them ,
we fhafl

proceed to t he fecond head propofed to be

treated on
,
viz . The barbarous methods of

worfh ip fo frequently praétifed .

AGR E E A BL E to the opinions men enter

tain o f their pretended deities, or the Deity,
fuch , as hath been already ob ferved, it is rea

fonable to fuppofe will be their methods of

worth ip ; an d thus we find it in faét z for man
?

kind 'havingtoo generally believed their gods,
or the O ne God, to be cruel, divers parts of

th eir devofion havebeen fu
'

rted to th is belief.
TH E SE devotional cruelties have been ex

ercifed by men upon th emfelves, upon mere

animals, or upon thofe of th eir own fpecies .

.
THE terrible and a

'

fionifh ing barbarities

of th is kind, committed by many pagans s



I 1 2 Of RELIGIOUS CEUELTY.

’

both ancient and modern , upon themfelves;
are well known , and fome of them w i ll un

doubtedly on th is occafion occur to the

reader : but having on another fnbjcfi: given
divers infl ances of thefe

, I {hall here only

jufl mention a few , and proceed to take no

tice of fome of the fame nature in ufe among
ch rifl ians.

T H O SE prafi ifed by them do not indeed

appear at firft figh t fo h orrid and {hocking

as feveral i n ufe among the h eathens as the

plunging them felves alive into gulphs ge

nerals devoting them felves to certain deftruc

tion , by tulb ing in to the army of the enemy ;

men call ing them felves from h igh places on

(harp hooks throw ing them feves under the

chariot- wheels of their gods to be crufh ed to

death , and the l ike : yet, if confidered atten

tively, they w ill be found in feveral refpeéts

to be more pern icious than th e oth ers, and

to proceed from the fame fentiments con

cern ing the cruelty of the Deity they wor

fh ip : for did they not th ink God cruel, they
could not fuppofe he would approve, much

lefs command, or be pleafed w ith , their ia

fl iéting cruelties upon them felves.

BE s I DE the extreme feverities exercifed

by many particular perfons among ch rifl ians,
fuch as living alone on defolate rocks and

mountains,

Of f er: Rania» , in a former volume.
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vow never to anfwer one great and principal

end of their creation.

A MDNA ST to life, and cel ibacy by con

firaint, are certain ly very prejudicial to great
numbers of people, by bringing upon them

grievous difiempcrs and afi ifi ions both of

body and m ind 5 and extremely i njurious to
all countries where they are fufl

’
ered, by ren

dering many thoufands of both fexes en tirely
u felefs, and in (0 great a degree preventing
the increafe of the people , nay, they are an

injury to the whole world, i n lefi
'

ening the

number of the h uman fpccies
°

And wh at

is fii ll perhaps word of all, they undoubtedly
ogcafion th e frequent m urder of infants by
their unnatural and unhappy mothers, and

the comm itting other crimes of a mofi de

tefiable kind.

W E will fin ith th is fubjeét with a few in

fiances of crueltiesexerc ifed byfame ch rifi ians

upon them felves, to pleafe a God of infin ite

goodnefs.

CRESS in h isChurch B illory, tells us,
that St. n in girded h im felf with iron

chain s,
The number of prieits, clergy: and monafiics of

both fexes in France is commonly computed at five hun
»

dred thoufand, and the number of people in the whole at

twenty millions ; of wh ich if we fuppofe fix millions to

be adults, then one twelfth part of thefe are.
obliged IO

celibacy. And in Italy, Sphin, and Portugal, it is pro

bable, that the number oftbofe to whom marriage is far





I I6 Of Renre rous Cauz rxn r.

faft and total abfiinence from food for forty
entire days and in th is prafi ice he had,

when Theodora wrote, perfevered twenty

eigh t years, fall ing forty days togeth er in

each year. During the firfi part of wh ich

days h e ufed confiantly to ftand ; and when,

through want of nouri lhment, he grew too

w eak to endure that poi
’
ture, he then bcga

'

n

.to fit ; but at the laft was forced to lie down

h alf dead and almoft fpent. He fixed h is

perpetual fiation on the top of a pillar, whofe

circumference was hard ly of two cubits,

(th ree feet); and after he had fpent many

years in that pofition, like a fiatne upon its

pedefial, on feveral different p illars, he

mounted one at laft th irty
-fix cub its (fifty

four feet)h igh , and lived th irty years upon it
‘

.

ADD to thefe infiances of particular per

fons, what Theodora relates. of the herm its

and monks of Egypt and o ther neighbouring
countries. Some of them fed upon fi inking
and loath fome meat, that they m ight receive

no pleafure in, eating . O thers accufiomed

them felves to Rand on their feet al l n ight at

prayer ; to walk bare- foot upon briars and

thorns
,
in remembrance of the pain that

Chr i/Z fulfered by the nails that p ierced h is

hands and feet ; and alfo to {land whole

n igh ts

Ibid. p. I 3 1 . In Mar tiani t n
'

ta de Sabina, firh

i f ” fl ow a treatife concerning policy and religion,

P o 5 73
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tions, and priefts always ready to take every
advantage of th e vices, the weaknefl

'

es
, and

the pail i ons of mankind, and turn them to

th e emolu ir
’

i en i
’

of the facerdotal order ; thefe,

and fuperfiition being very apt to appear in

the fame fh ape in d ifferent ages and nations,

are the real caufes Why facrifices have fo ge

neral ly, prevailed . Men being themfelves
too commonly vindictive, revengeful, and

blood- th irily, imagtned their gods to be fo

likew ife. But furely it is difficult to fay,
whether the folly or cruelty of infi ituting
fuch abfurd and barbarous praétices was

g reater . Could th ere well be a greater folly,
than to believe

,
th at cutting the throat of ari

innocent lamb fhould atone for the crimes of
w icked men ? And is it not great cruelty
thus needlcfily to fhed blood ?

SOME perfons may perhaps afk, what
harm or cruelty there was in killing beafls

for facrifice
, any more than for food, wh ich

Is the general and daily praél ice through out

the world ? To wh ich may be anfwered If

the flelb of animals is abfolu tely necefi
'

ary for

the fubfiflance of man , thatmay be a
'

reafon
why he fh ould k ill fuch as h e cannot do

w ithout ; but th is w i ll not excufe h is ilaugh

tering th em for fuperf
’
titious ufes, wh ich is

not only unneceffary, but for a very had put;

pofe alfo. And that the flaugh terin



(y RELIGIO Irs Carran
'

rv.

‘

I I 9

mals, as an atonement for fin, was a fuperfl i
‘

.

tions cuftom , evidently appears both from

fcripture and reafon : for Whatever is per

form ed as a religious duty, wh ich cannot

pofii bly an fwer the end of its performance,
mufl: be fuperfl itious : but, IT 13 NO T

POSSIBLE ,
”

faith the apofl
‘le Paul and

fo faith common fenfe and reafon,
“
that:

the blood of bulls and of goats
”

(that is, the
flaughtering of any animals) fhould take

away fins.
”

IT is very remarkable, that although the

religion of the jm s confided fo much u»

bloody facrifices, yet feveral of their pro

pheas, as well as the apofile Paul above

q uoted, declared again lt th is cruel and pre

pofierous method of worfh ip, and acknow

ledged that God had not commanded it.

The Pfalm ift thus appeals to God Sa

crifice and offering thou didfl not defire

burnt-offering and fi n- Offering
hall thou not requ ired yeremz

'

ah
, per

fonating God, tells the yawn—N I fpake

not un t
'

o your fathers, nor commanded

them in the day that I brough t them out

of the. land of Egypt, concerning burnt

offerings
“

or facrifices Ifiaiab declares,
that 'Go

'

d delights not in
- the blood

'

of bul

I 4 lO CkS,

Heb. x. 4.
w Palmxl . 6. Jeremiahm . 2 2 .
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locks, or of lambs, or of goats Th is

prophet very candidly informs the people

what worlh ip was molt acceptable to God t

Ceafe to do evil,
”

fays he, learn to do

well, feek judgment, relieve the opprefl
'

ed
,

judge the fatherlefs, and plead for the

w idow
z

.

” Good fen fe has taugh t the

fame to heathens. The beft and moft pure

worlh ip of the gods, fays Cicero, is to ferve

them w ith an uprigh t, chafie, and uncorrupt

m ind and heart. The pafi
'

age, at length , is

as follows : Cultus autemDeorum e/i optimus,
ideinane ea/Zifimus, atonefanétifitnur, pleniflip
tun/hue pietati s, at ca: firnper pura, integra,
i ncor rupta et mente et svoceueneremur And

agreeable to th is are thofefine linesof Perfins:

Compojitumjut,fl zfgueanimi fané
'

t
'

ty
'

gue reef/it;
Menti r, at incoétum generofopefi us hone/lo ;
Heec cedo, ut admoveam templis, etf arreIitaho

Thus Engl ijhed byMr. Dryden

Afiul, where laws, hoth human and divine,
In prafi ice more than [peeulationjhine
1 1 genuine vi r tue, of a n ig

’

rous hind,
P ure in the la/i recefler of the mind
When w i thjuch of

’

r ing .t to thegod: I come,
A cake thus g i

‘
v
’

n i s worth a hecatotnh.

Bat
v Ifaiah i . I I . ” i bid. 16, I7,

‘ Demma ’

d Beam ing
l ib . H.

5 Sat. 1 1 .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 2 2 Qf RELIGIOUS CRUELT It.

fo fenfrble of th is, that fuch are by law ex

empted from bein g of juries in cafes of blood.
And fo {h ocking would '

th is employment

doubtlefs be to many, that if they could come

at fielb -meat by no other means than killing
creatures for th eir food w ith the ir ownbands,

they would fooner become Pythagorean: than

obtain it on fuch difagreeable terms. I ap

peal to the compafii onate reader, whether,

wh en he has chanced to fee the pretty inno

cent lamb l ick the hand wh ich at that infiant

plunged the murderous kn ife in its th roat,

or the h uge ox fall beneath the repeated

founding blows of the iron hedge, groan ing,

fi ruggl ing, and convul fed in the pangs of

death , h e has not almofi w ifhed to live w ith

out an imal food . Now , if the fight of one

or two animals flaughtered in th is manner
,

and for a neceflary purpofe, has fo much in

fluence on a compafii onate m ind, how mull:

fuch an one be affeéted by a carnage like

that above-mentioned
, and for a fuperil itious

end only ?

BU T (h ock ing as th is praé
’
rice of facrificing

beafls eviden tly appears to be, it is not, by

much ,
feted to do it, becaufe the Utopian: th ink that pity and

cornpaflion , wh ich are among the belt of our natural

M ons, are much unpaired by the butchering of

animals. And, tho
’

thefe Utopian: were but an
.

imagi
o

nary people, yet th is ferves to th ew our judicious author
’

s

Op inion concern ing the influence that a familiarity with
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'
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neighbours were pofi
'

efi
'

ed of and wh ich ,
upon recollection , lhewed h im that it was

impofii ble God (bould command fo barba

rous a crime as the murder of h is ch ild I

th all not infill on th is interpretation of a

fage wh ich has puz z led fo many learned

d ivines to explain, and reconcile w ith all ta

tional opin ions entertained of God and h is

commands ; but proceed to O bferve, that the

Egyptians were (0 tenacious of th is h orrid

practice of human facrifices, that when the

P heenicians, who firfi taugh t it them , were

expelled Egypt byTethmo/ir, or Arno/is, aThe.
hair: king, and th is cufiom was forbidden by

h im , he though t proper fo far to comply
w ith it, as to fubftitute men of wax inflead

of real men.

CE SAR
According to the account we have in the book of

Gengfir, Abraham was upon the very point of flaying h is

fun. The reader may not diflike to compare the beha

viour of a pagan king, in a circum ll ance femewh at of the

fame nature, w ith the conduf l: of Abraham. Th e tu

telar god of Thebes appearing to Sabbaco, one of the pa

lloral kings of Egypt, and ordering h im to put to death

all the pricll s o f Egypt, he judged that the gods were

difpleafed at his being on the throne, fince they ordered

h im to comm it an afi ion contrary to their ordin ary

pleafure and therefore he retired into Ethiopia .

” Dc

I
’
Efpr it des Loix, tome II. 1. 2 4. ch . 4. from Di ed. Sig.

l. 2 . But undoubtedly th is prince would fiill have afl ed

much more fenfibly, if he had regarded the imaginary ap

p earance of h is god as an idle dream or mere delufip n,
wh ich i t 11161! certainly was, and th en he needed not to

b ewe q ui tted h is throne and h is country.
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m isfortunes in their crimes
, and them felves

ufing barbarity to excite compaflion in

the gods.

DIO DO RUS SICULUS, as I find h im

q uoted by Mr . Rollm,
fays, that at the time

when Agathooles was about to lay fiege to

Car thage, the inhabitants of that city, feeing
th emfelves reduced to the laft extrem ity, im

puted their calami ties to . the jull anger; of Sa
turn againft them; becaufe infiead of the

ch ildren of the princi palnobility, whom they
h ad been accufiomed to facrifice to h im , they
h ad fraudulently fubfi

‘

ituted the ch i ldren of

(h anger
-s

,
and flaves. To make amends foi'

th is fault, they ofi
'

e red to Saturn two hun

d red ch ildren of the befl fam ilies in Car
thage. Befide thefe, more than th ree hun

dred citizens, who had been guilty of th is

imagi nary crime
,
became alfo a voluntary

ablation

BU T the Meiricaizs feemto have outdone

all other nations in th is diabolical praél ice of

human facrifices The author of the civil

and mor al hi/iory of the Span ifh Weft Indies,

fays, that as theic people never facrificed any

but thofe they took 1n war, the province of

Tlafcala was left unconquered byMontez uma ,

to afford a confiant fupply of captives for

facrifice.

i Ii i/loin Jatia m,
T. I. p. 1 97, from Died. Sic.
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rr .

‘

daughter My rrh by wh ich the horrid

ceremony is painted in firong and l ively
colours

Ur:prétn
'muironue

’

d
’

unef oulo cradle,
Parana/hr m fille un ru in cr iminal/e,

d fin cm palpitantW here It: dioux

S E C T I O N V.

HE th ird and laft head underwh ich

we propofed to confider religious cru

elty, is, Mens inhuman treatment of one an
Other on account of their different fentiments

in religion, and d ifi’erent forms of worth ip .

ALL religions wh ich did not proceed en

rifely from fuperfi ition, or were not contrived

merely as engines of date, or to deceive the

many for the fake of a few, mull have been

defigned for the good and benefit of man

kind ; particularly, to teach them to mortify
fame pafiions, regulate others, and render

men peaceable, gentle, m ild, compafiionate,

and beneficent : and the better andmore per

fedt any religion is, the more produé
’
tive of

thefe excellent fruits one would reafonably
expeCt it thould be : more efpecially, a reli

~

gion wh ich we are aflii red is inl’tituted by
God,
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'

ra'.

th e face of the earth : the 7am , tho
’

cat,

tainly not wanting in will, being under the

dom inion of another nation, had little power
to aft ; but the Romans carried on a perfccua

tion againll: Chrifiians for about th ree bun.

dred years, at times, to foch a degree, w ith
foch infernal rage , fi e , and variety of cruel.

ties, as were never known before, and could

only be exceeded by thofe wh ich chril
’
tians

have fince exercifed againlt one another.

IN the very earliel’t times of ch rifiianity;
asMr.Chandler has taken notice ih h is above

c ited introduf tion, we find t
here were con

‘

tentions and quarrels among ch riftians, even

between the molt em 1nent apoll les them

felves. There are contentions among you

Every one of you faith ,
_

I am of Paul, I of

Apollos, and I ofCephar, and I of Chm]?
When Peter wascome to Antioch, I (Paul)
w ithfiood h im to the face From thefe

(mall bickerings many ch rifiians very foon

p
roceeded to defam e, revile, and injure one

another as far as they durfl : and as (non as

they obtained power, by having an emperor

of their religion , and had fat livings and r ich
bith opricks,

‘1 I Cor. i . I I
, It is evident that Paul, 4pollor

and Cophar, were by thefe Cor inthian ch riftians looked
,
upon as heads of teas ; but what ismuch more firangé,
i t leoma as if they regarded Chryl gs "

the head O f 3 (ea
likewife. Gal. ii . l l ‘





r

,

1 36 (VRBLrGrous Cauar
'

r v .

O NE of the fu ll fubjeéts of religious con-r

tention among chrifiians, that we have any

account of, was, whetherc ircumcifion, and

fome other jew i/h rites, Ihould be prafi ifed
in , or incorporated with , the chrifiian r elia

g ion . Th is feems to have given occafion to

the difference between the apofiles Peter and

P aul above-mentioned, and continued to

be matter of difpute in the church for a

long time.

I N the very early days of chriftian ity,
during the l ives of feveral of the apofiles,

there h ere alfo firong difputes concern ing

the perfon of Chr ifl, Some denied h is

divinity, believing h im the (on of jojeph
and Mary, but acknow ledged h im an ex

cellent perfon. O thers taugh t, that as je
f ‘fi r was but a mere man, Chri/i defcended
Upon h im in the likencfs of a dove

, and

that then je/izs Chr i/i revealed the Father,
who was before unknown ; and that at

Chri/i , who was incapable of (offering, for
fook jail s, and left h im to fufi

'

er death

and, lail ly, that h is kingdom hereafter

would

firch fubjefi s, and contain ing foch controverlies, as the

writers themfelves had no clear ideas of, were defiroyed

(as fome w ill think it great pity but theythoold be) th is
would occafion a far greater defiruEtion of books than

the fire at Alexandri a, by which five hundred thoufand
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Of Ra te ron s Caver n . 739

day, Now it unluckily happens, that in the
New Teftament there is no command for

ch rifiians to keep Err/ter at all : notw ithfiando

ing wh ich , th is contention was earned on

amonggbem with great animofity and fury,
and caufed much blood to be fired. Anc

other very extraordinary and important d if

pute, wh ich occafioned many d iforders and

murders, and the calling the th i rd general

council, was, whether the virginMary ought

to be called the mother of God Nefior iur,
hifh op of Conjiantinople, excepted againft it,

arguing that Mary was a woman , and that
1“ therefore God could not be born of her

for faid he, I cannot cal l h im God, who

once was not above two or th ree months

old To wh ich Nefior iur m ight , well

have added, It i s impofl i ble that the

SUPREME

2 In the time of pope Clement XI, the title of grand.

mother ofGod began to be commonly given to St. June,
the mother of the virgin Ma y . And about the year 400 ,

a molt edifying di fpute arofe in the church , whether the

virgin fil my, tho
’

fhe preferved her virginity in conce iv

ing Chr ifl , wi thout the cc - operation or intercourfe of 11
'

man, yet did not lofe it in bringing h im forth . Boater
’

s

,Hiflory of the Popes, Vol. I. p. 40 2 so 2 54 8x 2 56.
a

In a church atNaples there is th is in ferrption to the

virgin Mary

,Nata, fi rer , conjure, eadem genitr ixqac tenantir.

i. e.Daughter, filter, fpoufe, andmothero f the thundeva '
.

Key/br
’

s Travels, Yul. II. p.
a Chandler

’

s Ingrod‘

q
‘éi ion, p,,a5



1 40 Of Ru rc roos Canaan .

”

surnameGoo , theCREATO Rof all th ings;
who mutt be SELF-EXISTENT, could

have either father or mother. And he did

add, that it was a kind of blafphemy to

fay, that God was born of a woman , that

God h ad fufi
'

ered, thatGod had died

THE R E arofo during the reign of the em

peror Heraclius, and h is grandfon Con/tans,
many violent contefts, whether there were

two w i lls in Chr i/l, the divine and human ,

0 1 but one fingle w ill
“

r at the inftance of

Bower
’

sHillary of the Popes, Vol . I. p . 386.

The reader who has not met with what is under

w ritten, may perhaps not be difpleafed to fee here an ia

fiance, asMr. Bower very properly calls it, of metaphy
fical jargon relating to th is fubjeét. If, faid the ortho

dox, two wills argue two perrons, one will on ly mull: of

courfe argue one perfon only; but in the Trinity there is

but one will, the Father not having a differen t w ill from
that of the Son, nor theSon from that of theHolyGhofl ;
ergo, in the holy Tr inity there is but one perfon : than

which noth ing can be more abfurd, heretical, and hlaf

phemous. They, the orthodox party, added, that in the

Trinity the Father w illed as God, oolait quatenur Dear,

and not as the Father ; elfe, as he is a difl inét perfon from

the perfon of the Son, h is w ill would be likew ife a di

fli nt}w ill from the w ill of the fon and thence they con

cluded, that to w ill belonged to the nature, and not to

the perfonality ; and eon feq uently, where t he nature was

one, there could be but one w i ll, let the perfons be ever

fo many ; and on the contrary, where the natures were

more than one, the w ills too mull be neceffarily more

than one, let the perfons be ever fo few. Bower
’

s

Ififlay of the Popes, Vol. Il l . p. 1 09 ,
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'

xrv.

1n MAKING WAR ONTHE

and to pillage, and pull down , or burn their
"

houfes. Accordingly, ih
'

th e fpace of three
’

days, ten thoufand Euty
’

chians were inbu

manly murdered, their houfes plundered and

burnt, and w ith them the greatefi part of

the city
DISPUTES concerning image-Worth ip, that

is, whether c
'

h riftians thoold or fhould not

be idolatersfiwere maintained on the affirms-4

tive fide, as a bad caufe commonly is, w itlf

the utmoft pallion, rage, and fury : thefe di f

putes ended in the eftablifhment of idolatry,
wh ich remains to th is day in the church of

Rome, one of the greatef
’
r fcandals to the chri

ftian rel igion .

IT would be endlefs to give an account

of the contefts about good works, juftifica
tion

, grace, the nature and divers k inds of it

w hether the facrament ough t to be received

fianding, kneeling, or in what other pofiure ;

if the facramental bread fh ould be leavened

or unleavened, and th e w inew ith or w ithout

water whether bapti fm fh ould be adm in i

fiered to infants or only to adults { 5 i f fprink

ling
Ibid. p. 2 70 , 2 71 .

3 Father Agnillcra , a Jefuit, in his book intitled Lam “

rm , printed at Rome in 1 72 8, maintains the validity of

baptifm conferred upon a ch ild in its mother
’

s womb.
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'

es
'

owaérn
’

fi

11am alfo'ént
’

ertained conbernifi
'

g the
l’nfians

byWh ich th e poft
'

eri
'

tyo f Add» : a
'

n‘d iE ifiel
’

‘
a
'

ffeéted by orig1nal fin : i f by imputation
o nly, or by a fort bf anfeétion, ctm nptiom or

contamination, Cs
’
c.

E nb rsn s s have
‘
béen fth

‘

e difputes, land
endlefs I fuppofe th ey will be, about elefi ién
and reprobation . Numbers of texts “have!b een

produced
‘

both for and again
‘fi‘ them

,

‘ Wh ich

th e bentrovertifis
"

are very pofitive inhke i t
exceedingly clear an the dppofitefi lles of the

quefiion . But as my prefent defign i s n ot
to enter into difput

'

es, I, (h all proceed so far

ther on this fubjetft
'

than brieflyto fiate the
cafe of reprobation .

Go n ,

'

who knows and foreknovvs "al l

th ings, hath , merely
?

by an at} of fi h is will ,
created all men has; if the

‘

e
‘
xprefiion , necefii tated their exifl ence,

"altho
’

(according to the opinion of 5th
‘

ofe who hold
‘

the ‘

doétrine o f - i épfi ba
’

ti éb}he
‘ lt

'

nEW, nay
ordained,

‘

that multitudes of «th'ein ; even far

the greater part of mankind, {h ou ld
'

be
'

ETER

NALLY MJSBRABLE .

ITh is, as the
’

fié p
'

eopl e

fay, is the decree of an infinitelyjufi, good,

gracidus, and merciful God .

- Surely, if me n

would bring th is opirlion to the tel
’
t of their

own tch fon
, itWould 6 0 . longer be a {objeét

“
of difpute, but of ab

’
h‘dr

'

réhce -only.
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Of Ru s s i ans. Cavea t
s

O p }: infiance on th is head, wh ich hap
the beg inning of the cen

tury, may fuflice, Some of the

to certain Swift canton

a tcreqd wh ich they called 111

Formulai re da Con/infier, or in Latxn, ,

great conten

tions and d illurbanees about it, as there ge

nerally have about the efiablifhment of all

creeds. 11 e]? sec. It is cer
‘

c

‘
tain, fays my that the grtatelt,
part of the enem ies, and even th e friends

of th is Formulary had never feen or read
it , and if they had read it, they could not
have underflood it. Neverthelefs th ey
were alarmed to fuch a. degree th roug
all the country of Vand, that they coul

not have been more fo, i f an enemy had

been on their fronti ers. The people (up
pofed that th is Cozfinfies was a man be

longing to a part ofGermanzc Swi tz er land,
who came to depofe the m in ifgers of the
coun try of Vaud, and to introduce a nem

doétrine. During th is uproar, fome depu
ties of Bern being lent to Late/b ane to te

“
ellab lifh peace, and having taken w ith

them a fecretary extremely tall and th in
“
th is man was, th rough all the country,

taken for the Capfenfies, and was leveral

tirnes in danger of bei ng knocked on the
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Of RE L IG IOUS CRQELTY
'

.

crimes, and' be h ighly rewarded hereafter

their warm tempers m igh ta lfo have no {mall

{h are in th is matter. Many bad men , and-ing

bad cau
'fes too

,
have become martyrs, and:

form perfons even for mere triflea. Men:
h ave fufi

'

ered martyrdom for atheifm : audi t:

i s recorded of Pbi loxener, that no threatn ingsr

o f themofl: fevere pun ifhments could prcvaih

upon h im to commend the poetry, of a ty-x

ran t againfi h is judgm ent We are likewi fe

i nformed by M. de la Loubrre, that w hen;

the Tar tar ian prince, who i n the year 1 687,

reigned in Cbina, would h ave fog ced the Ch},

rag/é to (have their heads after the Tar tar ian;

faih ion , feveraLof them chofe rather to fu ffer

death than comply w ith th is order . The
Boas ts of th is country (hut themklves up;
in fedans {tuck ful l of nails w ith the points,
turned inwards, and endure many other fo

vere penances, to exci te the admiration and

charity of the people. Indi an phi lofophers

burn them felves to death for the fake of
fame and Indian women go w ith thegreatefi
alacrity to be burned alive w ith the bodies

of their deceafed huibands, becaufe i t is the

falh ion .

BE S I DE S, we are not to fuppofe that all

the faints wh o were put to death by the R0

man emperors were, properly {peaking mar

tyrs to ch rifi ianity : it is well known that



Of REL IG I O US Cau anr v.
~

fame of them fufi’

cred for practices againfl:

the government, and others
' becaufe they exa t

cited the
,ch riftians to pull down the heathen

temples, and to commit other diforders.

S E C T I O N VII.

AVING thus mentioned a few o f the

many points about wh ich chrifi ians
have d ifputed fo vehemently, and {h ewed
how well they were underflood b y the dif

putants and others who imagined that they
were interefied in them , and alfo juft h inted
what manner of men the principal z em ts in

q uarre ls were, we {hall proceed in

grvmg Tome infiances of th e outrageous treat

mentand fhockin cruelties
,
wh ich too many

of thofe called ci rifiians have been guilty
pf towardsone another

,
on account of th eir

religious differences.

To give a full relation of thefe, it would
be necefihry to tran fcribe, not only vafi vo

lumes of martyrology, but a great part alf
'

o of

our eccleli aftical h ifiories, and l ives of faints

and fathers, wh ich latter, as wellas the former,

are amp ly Rated w ith details of rel igious

pruelties 5 fuch cruelties as w ill melt the

reader
’

s h eart, if he has not a heart of
-fione.

Bu tt
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1 60 Of RELIGIOUS CRUELTY.

ing theMperial palace, and the murder Of

the emperor ; and did actually end in the cut

ting off a ll theGothic foldiers, and the burn

i ng their church , w ith great numbers of per

fons in it, who fled th ither for fafety, and

were locked in to prevent theire fcape

T HE fecond (St. Cyr i l, b ifhop of Alex

andr ia)was no lefs tyrann ical and cruel than

the former, ufing h is utmoft power for the

O ppreflion of thofe he called heretics, afl
'

um

ing an i llegal authority, and infulting the go

vernor of the city ; h im felf afi ing, and en

couraging others to aét, mol’rabom inable vio

lences and cruelties. Particularly h is friends

and clergy murdered a beautiful, virtuous,

and learned woman , named Hypatia : they
meeting th is lady as {h e was return ing from

a vifit, feiz ed on her, dragged her out of her

chariot, carried h er to one of the churches,
firipped h ern aked, fcrapcd h er to death w ith

(hells, then tore h er in p ieces, and burnt her

body to afh es

DIO SCO RUS, the fucc
‘

efi
'

or of (bu
feiz ed a very large fum of money bequeathed

by a lady of great dill iné
'

tion to the hofp itals,
and the poor of Egypt, and caufed the corn

wh ich was given yearly by the emperor for

the fupport of the poor ch rifiians in Lyéia,
'

where no corn grew, to be conveyed into h is

own

Cbmdln
’

s Introduétion, p. 41 , 42 . Ibid 43.44»
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Of RELIGIO US CRUELTY. 1 67

the dilemma, either of weakening their do

minions, by driving away or dcfiroyingmany
of, perhaps, the bcl

’
t and molt ufcful of their

fubjcéts, and freq uently ac
'

ting againfi their

own confciences alfo, or running the rifq ue

of being themfelves feverely, and in an infa

mous manner, even corporally pun ilhed by
order of the pope, murdered by fome of their
own bigotted fubjeéi s

h
, or dethroned by fo

reign powers inftigated againli them for their

defiruéi ion.

BUT if whole nations, or at leafi the ma

Jortty and govern ing part of them, were [0

tenacious of their natural and legal righ ts and

privi leges, as not to allow the fupremacy or

dom inion of th is[m us/Em m y: Def
,
that is,

being papally interpreted, th is king Of kings

and lord of zlords ; and £0 irreligious, as not

to receive the fool ilh and rid iculous inven

tions of m en, as the diéi ates and oracles of

God ; then fuch were declared heretics, con

figned to the devi l, and, as in the formerca fe,

th e governm ent hefiowcd upon fame popi lh ,

prince who could gain it by h is fword.

T tw s did
'

pope Sixty ; Quinta: af t by our

queen E li z abeth and th is nation , declaring

her and h er people heretics, curling them to .

the:

That molt excellent pri nce,Harry IV of. Frames

was in. th is manner mu:dared, and (p l iken igq h
'

are O ther

kings been .
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"Rz z rc rons Cun t.TY:

manner. For a particular account of the

religious cruelties praa ifed in her reign, the

putting foch numbers of harm lefs, innocent,

religious, and many of them learned and ex~

cellent perfons to the molt tormenting death ,

that of burn ing, I refer to Fox and other

writers, whofe accounts cannot be read w ith

out the utmofl: horror. By th is princefs
’

s

aétions may be feen wh at poifonous fruits are

brough t forth , when bigotry is grafted on a

cruel temper of m ind.

THE kings of France have been fo dutiful

to their holy father, and fo active in religious

cruelty, that in order to exterm inate the pro

tcfiants from that country, it appears by h i

fiory, that to the time of Henry IV, there

were four pitched battles fough t, th ree hun

dred fmaller engagements, feveral hundred

places befieged and defended ; in all wh ich

it is computed near a m illion of men were

defiroyed. And in the fingle reign of h is

MOST CHRIST IAN MAJESTY Lewis XIV,

beti des the Vail numbers that were fent to

the gallies, that perilh ed by fam ine or in no i

fome dungeons, were murdered by the fword

or the executioner, it is reckoned that eight

hundred thoufand perfons were driven out

of the kingdom

Bu "r

Hillary of Lewis XIV. Vol. II. p. 2 00 a: 2 2 8.
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judges exprefl
'

ed a {arrow for th is unhappy
accident, Vargas faid to them , Qu

’

i l n
’

q z del

m imtpar étref a
‘

cbez , parée qua 1
’

innocence do:

a t bommeferoit avantagezg/Z' afin am . That

is
, They needed not to be forty, becaufe

the innocence of that man would be pro

fitable to h is fou l

AN0 11 !E R member of th is council,7am :

Haj/2 13 , was generally afleep during the tryal

of the accufed heretics, and when he Was

awaited to give h is vote on a fubjeét of no

lefe concern than a man
’

s life, he ufed to rub

h is eyes, and cry out, ad patibulan , ad pa

tibalum : that is, To the gallows, to the

gallows.

Sue rt were the iudiciary proceedings of

fome of Alva
’

s fubfiitutes as to h im felf, he

generallyproceeded againfi heretics, and all

who
fentence of the parliament, tho

’

he was not found guilty.

Here follows the fentence pronounced againft h im : Mr.
Terana

'

e, the courtmos s NO T n un YO U GUILTY m

THE LEAST : however,being verywell informed ofyour
inward thoughts, (do I

'

irrten
'

ear do ri g/i re confrimce)
and that you would have been very well pleafed if

thofe of your wretched and reprobate religion had oh
tained the viétory, (and indeed you have always fa
voured them) they have condemned you to be be

headed, and have confifcated your efiate w ithout any
exception . Hfl a reecclejia/ q u: dc: Eglifir r ef orm?"

as: Royaume de France, (at . Tom . III. l. 1 0 . p . 33, 34.

Hifloirr, at par M L: Clerc, Tom. I. hb. 2 .

p . 2 1 .
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182 Of RELIGIOUS Cauarxr v.

poor flaugh tered protefiants, and in the m idli

of th is horrible carnage, carried their abom i

nable curioli ty (0 far, that decency forb ids me

to relate it. The queen herfelf encouraged

J the alfafii ns, and magi at
“

the dying

groans of the murdered. Brantanze nevera

thelefs
'

fpeaks greatly in praifeof th is q ueen
’

s

religion : She was, fays he, a good

chrifiian, very devout, went often to con

fefiion , and never m ifi
'

cd divine fervice
,

morning or evening.

”

Th is is indeed no

uncommon charaéter ; for there are many in

flances to bemet with , of perfons being very
punctual in their d evotions, and extremely
z ealous for what iscommonly called religion,

“

and yet at the fame time mofi enormoufly
wicked, and articularly moft cruel perfecu

tors. Shoul th is protellantcountry of ours
ever fall again under the.

dom inion of popifh
fiery zealots, what a {gene of flavery, defola

~

tion, daugh ter, and defiruétion, would it

become!
BUT to proceed with our narrative The

king, 11) h is letter to the pope on occafion o f

th is mafihcre, exultingly writes, that more
h eretics had been doftroyed m that one day,
than ln all the twelve years of the war

'
. In

France there were medalsfiruck, w ith de

vices and mottos, to celebrate theaé iion, and
Pat?
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8 0 0 1s after the appointment of thefe tn.

q uifitors, the tribunal of the inquili tion was

fet up and cllablilhed . By th is means per
fecution was formed into . a much more te~~

gular fyfiem than h eretofore. In a li ttle
’

time large edifices, Iolulyzfor the ufe of the

holy
'

ofiice, called alfo -holy hanfes, were

ereCted, in wh ich [lately
“

apartments.for the

woft reverend the lords inq uifitors, and

fri ghtful dungeons andand other places of tor

ment for the poor mi terahle prifoners, were

prepared. The whole college of cardinals »

are inq uifitors general ; under whom are de

legates appoin ted, who confiantly; refitle in

th e houfes to thefe are added ali necefii uy
afi cers, among whom we maybe fure that

'

goalers, tormentors, and executioners are not

forgotten. There are alfo fami liars appoin ted,
who are authoriz ed to bear arms, whenever

necefl
'

ary, in defence of the inq uifitors and all.

employed by them , and take afl oath fo to

do, at the haz ard of their l ives
Bu T th is i s not their only bufinefs;~ they

are alfo both bail iffs and informers to t he

holy tribunal ; .and as mean as the one office,

and as infamous as the . other is generally

efieemed in other cafes, yet in th e fervice of

the i nq uifition th efe are:reckoned In honour

able, that the grandees andmolt confiderable



188: Of Ru m our fixvt n
'

r
‘

v.

people; in ; even prinms, are eovetons and .

p oud rof the employ
ments

T weficatholits i ti general , where the me

q uifitien isxeoeived, are firifi ly comma nded"

re inform :th at .m md dn{ooh ensues there

m ifnblt as come to thei r knowledge, hm
d ped ally hereti cs , yet the famihars are am
particularlyengaged ta

-nnke
'

it their b ulim ia»

Thus t is . th isginq ui li toi ial. dnoni
’m fin'

n ifi edx

w ith more eyes than A g e
, to h eap amid :

and eonfl ant watch m r the doa rinee o f t he

church , whi ch are t he true fources .o f its'

rod e-fem them.

vRemove]: th is apparatus of things and
”

perfom znecefl
'

ary for carrying
» on the i nfm ump

and . bloodym k of perfecut ion, to term th e

chtm lMgainfi hard y and heretics, t ire lwlyr

W al l is inveli ed with a a poWer (e im i ia/

mired, “ that -wherever ‘ it . is efiabli lhed, z lh

mankind, not excepting princes , k ings, auth

emperors, are - fnhjedhed. to its . jurzi fdiéh ionu
By it many -oi chefe have been.made i to trem

ble, feveral have been m olt fevcrelyand igne-r.

m inioufiy pnnifh ed, and form: dethroned and.

dr iven font of their dom inions, as hath been ,

already mentioned.

Bos n i a to the power of th is court,
are its

WHEN
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W'Rnu orons
“

CRUELTY
'

Z

by the court, if they themfelves know the

mufe of their imprifonment : if they do not;

as is oftentimes the cafe,and declare they
cannot tell , they are admon ifh ed to recollefi

what ofl
'

ences, cognifable by the holy. office;

they have comm itted ; and are conjured by
the bowels of. the mercy of the Lord f

‘

fefia
Cbrg

'

fl (th is is the ufuél exprefiion) to confefs

them readily and fully, as the only means to

fave their
,
lives and gain their liberties. If

by thefe methods no confefiion or {elf-accu

fatiou can be obtained, then threatn ings and

tortures, as in the former cafe, are applied to

extort them . When thefe are tried w ithout
efi

'

eét, as is fometimes th e cafir, then perhaps

the prifoner is informed of fame part of what

h e has been charged w ith , in hopes of mak

ing a further difcovery; but cannot come to

the knowledge who h is seeufers are, neither

are they ever confronted w ith h im . By th is

means it hath frequently h appened, as it

needs mull
,
that many perfons entirely inno

cent of what has been alledged againfi them ,

have been molt unjufily and cruellypun ifh ed,
and oftentimes even w ith death .

A F URTHE R infiance of the
-injufl ice of

th is tribunal is
, that the molt infamous per

fons are admitted by it as w itnelTes even

thofe who have been convicted . of .

'

perjury
before th is court itfelf are not refitfed. sNay,

fuch



Of RELIGIOUS CRUELTY. 1 9 1

fuch is the injufl ice as well as cruelty of the
inq uifition, that h ulbands are not Only ad.

m itted, but commanded by it, in cafe of he

refy, to inform and bear witnefs againft their

wives 5 w ives againfl their huibands 5 parents
againfi: ch ildren 5 and ch ildren

,againft p an
rents : and to induce the former fo to do, the
forfeited eliates and efl

'

eéts of their parents,
or a part of them, are many times prom ised

to the ch i ldren on the parents convifi ien.

Thus is parricide encouraged, and chi ldren

even bribed to be th e means of their paneh ts

beingmany times put toanextremecruel death.

By th is it is plain, that the me lt atrocious

and unnatural crimes, if comm itted for the

fervice of the church , lofe their nature, are

immediately fanCtified, and become necefi
'

ary
duties and meritorious aétions.

Tn E cruelties of th is holy tribunal, as it

is impudently and impioufly cal led, are ia

deed terrible and afion ifh ing : many o f them

have undoubtedly been concealed from the

knowledge of the public ; but i t would t e

q uire volumes to give an am ple relation of

limb as are come to l ight : volumes h ave

indeed been written on the fubjeét ; fome by
th e fufi

'

erers th em felves, who
’

were {0 happy
as to obtain thei r deliverance. In th is {host

Efli y noth ing m ore w ill be attempted, that!

to give fome idea of £0 complete a mailed-t
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mat t resses cau ses: i gg
kept fufpended for mine time, t hat by the

Weigh ts h anging at h is
‘

firet, all h is joints'and
limbs may be firemh ed ; Whemon a fud

‘

den;
by {lacking the rope, he is let d own with u

jidt , but not qu ite to the gro nd, by wh ich
terrible Bl ock h is arm s and . cgs are all ldifa

jointed th is, not unufually, is twice or thrice

repeated {and fometimes (asPiaz z a, who was
him felf one of the judges of the inqu ifitio u,
informsus)the poor creatures, wh i le thus fuf-J

pended and firetched, are feverelywh ipped

ANO THE R method of torture is th is : a

large iron chafing
- dill), full of burning char

coal, is ordered to be brough t in , and held

clofe to the foles of the tortured perfon
’

s feet,

wh ich are greafed with lard, that the heat of

the firemay more (h arply pierce th em . But

not to dwell too long upon fuch a (hocking
firbiefi , only one other manner of torturing
{hall here be defcribed.

‘

A
'

n o nnow trough , called the wooden

herfe, big enough to contain a man lying on

h is back at full length , is prepared, about the

middle of which there is a bar fixed a-orofs z

upon th is the prifoner is laid w ith h is feet

much h igher than h is head. As h e is in th is

pollute, h i s arms, th ighs, and th ins are tied

mund w ith {mall cords, wh ich being {trained

with (crews, cut to the very bones, fo that

O 2 the

M ” i f I
’
l q uifilic”, P' 97\



r96 WReu n i ons Caner/r t ;

the cords difappear : but th is is only the be

ginn ing and leaft part of the m iferable crea

ture
’

s torment. The torturer then throws

over h is month and noll rils a th in cloth , fo

that ihe is fcarce ab le to breathe : in the mean

wh i le
'

a fmall continued fiream of water l ike

a th read falls from on h igh upon the mouth

of the perfon lying in th is m iferable condi

tion, and links the cloth to the bottom of h is

th roat, fo that there is no pofii bility of breath

ing. By th is means the poor wretch appears

as in the agon ies of death . When th is cloth
is drawn

'

out of h is th roat, as it often is, that

h e may anfwer to th e quefiions efked of h im ,

it is all wet w ith blood, and is, as the fufl
'

el
'

ers

fay, l ike pulling their bowels through their

mon ths. The frequent repetition of thefe

agonies is,almolt l iterally, dyingmanydeath s3
or, as Sbakjjfiear exprefl

'

es it on another occa

fion , dying many times before their death .

”

-We talk
’

of h ell and devils—Can any hell,
except in duration , be a place of worfe tor

ments than an holy inq u ifition i
‘ And can any

devi ls, without exception, be more w icked

and cruel than thefe religious inq uifitors i

AMONG the many inliances wh ich m ight
be given of the fufi

'

erings of particular per

Ions in the inquifition, I (h all mennon but

a very few.

WILLIAM
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2 00 Of . Rap
-

re runs CaueL
'

rY

fort;
‘

thi1t acertam piousyoung woman, who

wasa fterwards burnt for h er religion by the

inq u ifitors, was a
l lowed

her for a companion.

But . th is com fort was foon changed into a

grievous afi iét
ion : for ; th is peor creature was

ima little time taken out of prifon to be tor

tured, and when brough t back
’

, w ith all her:

limbs.disjointed,Jafi
'

orded a molt difmal fpec

tadle :to th is young lady of what (heherfelf

was likely to fufBer. And accordingly, when

the girl h ad but juf
’
t began to recover, Bobor

gum was carried out to endure the fame m i

fery, and was tortured w ith fuch diabolical

cruelty upon the rack, that the rope cut to

theygryf bones of her
'

ar
'

m s,thigh s, and legs,

thgb

blood runn ing copiouflyoutof h ermouth

they.

had, {bye myauthor, u ndoubtedly burfl:

h er bowels. In th is manner {h e was brought

bach ro prifon, as if jufi ready to expire , and

in zfafi did diethe eighth day follow ing. And

to fill up the full meafure of inqu ifitorial

w ickednefs, it afterwards appeared, that th is

ladywas intirely 1nnocent of what th e had

been accufed, and was fo pronounced to be

by the i nq u ifitors themfelves, after they had

thus barbaroully murderedh er by torture .

1 T has already been obferved, that w ith

out difiinétion of age, q uality, or fex, all per

fons, before they are tortured, even the m ofi:

virtuous matrons, or chafie and modeft vir

gins,
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Of R3 1. re roos Cnum r l t.

enjoy the greatelt honours, dignities, and

Power.

S E C T I ON 11.

0 fini lh th is account of the inq uifition, _

(that hell upon earth ) it wi ll be ne-
J

I
qeflhryto

'

give a
‘fh ort defcription of theman-

g

der
‘

of
'

eXeCuting t
‘

he pretended criminals who

are condemned to die

WHENan Auto (14? Fe, or aét of faith , that.

is, in plain Eng li/b , a day of execution , is ap
pointed by the inquifition, it is in

’

Spaz
’
n and

,

Por tugal 9. day of the utmol’t exultation and
triumph to the church and themob . Th e
lords inquifitors appear in the moft in

and triumphant pomp, w ith (faysmy
almoit divine majel

’
ty, and the mob rejorce

in the molt outrageous manner. The king:
and queen, and principal grandees, w ith the

Whole court, ufually afii lt at th is {hocking
ligh t, and are fpeé

'

tators of the cavalcade, and

the tormenting death the poor creatures are

put to : all wh ich is, by a famous Spamjb in;

q uifitor h imfelf, juftly called, bor rendam ac

tremendum
For a very full and circumllantial account of thefe

executions, the reader may be pleafed to con fult the

often -mentionedMr. Chandler
’

s tm tlh tion Of Limh rtb'tl

M ary of theInquili tion.
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$08 Of :Rz exe rous Carm a ? )

becaufe he difi
'

er
'

ed from h im in op i nion con

cerning predefiination, eleétion ; free-Mil l,
fai th , . Solomon

’

s Song, and Cbrg
'

fl
’

s defcent

into h el l. Sem etura lfo he procured to be

rmprrfoned and put to death for herefy at

Geneva ; in wh ich proteftant ci ty poor Ser
reetaswas treated with as much cruelty, as if

h e had been in a Roman Catholic inq uifi

tion : they to
'

ok
‘

from
'

h im all h is money, a

confiderab le (um , and what he h ad befides

of value ; put h im into a deep dungeon,

where he was almofi eaten up with verm in

and finally, burnt h im to death ;

T o th ew what fpiritCalvin was of, I {hall'

give the reader an ab l
’
traé

’
t of the complaint

made by Cqflar
’
z

’

o in h is own words, concern

ing the treatment th is latter met w ith from

the former. He fays to Calvin, Vow s me.

jirbz
'

nde in Ga[lira libe110 blafphemum calumnia

tor anr, malignant, canem latr antem, plenum ig
nor anti ce ar bcfiiali tati r, p lenum impudentiée,
zmpq/Zor em, facrarum Iz

'

terarum impurum cor

raptarem, Dei prorfits derrfor em, omni s relig i

oni r contemptor em impudentern , impurum cd

new, impzwn, obfia’num, tor
-

ti perveffigae rnge
ni z

'

, vagum,
balntr onem, fife. i . e. In a

French treatife you load me W i th the op

probrious names of blafphemous calumn i

ator, malignant, barking dog, full of igno

:f rance and beftiality, full of impudence, an
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2 1 2 Of Rm e roos Caver n .

the city w ithout perm ifii on h owever, he

made h is efcape, and fought for fi fety in the

canton of Bern, where hewas {till worfe di f

appointed ; for there he was feiz ed, impriq

{oned, and beheaded. How was th is poor

h eretic hunted like a partridge upon the

mountains

In s T ANC E S m ight be given of perfecu

tion being likewife praCtifed by all the above

named protefiant churches but one at Z ur icb

{hall only be mentioned. A fevere ediét

was there publifhed againfi the anabaptifis,

or all who (h ould {ufi’er them felves to be te

baptifed : feveral of thefe were put to death ;

among the refit, one, in a ludicrous punn ing
manner, was fentenced to be drowned, by
Z aing lz

’

m , in thefe four words, 2 91
°

i teram

merg it, mergatur : that is, He that te- dips,

let h im be drowned.

INHolland th is perfecuting fp irit raged for
a long time among the reformed w ith great

fury. At firft it appeared between the La

tberam and Gain ing/ls, who, asMr. Chandler

There 13 now, refpeéi ing perfecution, to great an

alteration for the better m Geneva, thatMr . Key/I n tells

their brethren .

l“ l“ Both clergy and laity are averfe
to any difcourl

'

e on the pro
'

cedures again ft Servetm ,

and will! the whole matter was buried in oblivion.

”

Travels, Vol. I. p. 173.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join






w ife and ch ildren ; but to no purpofe : he

and the other, both anabaptil
’
cs, were burnt

alive in Smi tly
‘ield and my author adds,

fufl
'

ered death w ith great terror and deep

groans

T n 0
’

king 7am : I was educated a pref

byterian, and when in Scotland, 5 ‘ blefi
'

ed

God for honouring h im to be king over

fuch a kirk, the fincerefi kirk in the

world yet upon h is accefl i on to the

th rone of Eng land he perfecuted th ofe of

that very kirk, and indeed all who difl
'

ented

from th e epifcopal church . Some of h is

b ifl mps flattered h is van ity moft egregioufiy 3

and in return he let them loofe on the peo

ple, many of whom , and feveral of them

excellent perfons, were ufed w ith great

cruelty.

H1 s fon and fuccefi
'

or, Char les I, followed

the example of h is father . Laud, who was a

m olt haugh ty, turbulent, and mercilefs pre

late, w ould fufi
'

er no oppofition to the fu

perf
’
ritious and . p0pilh rites and ceremon ies

wh ieh
zhe was . fo fond of 5 and ufed many

worthy and learned protefiant gentlemen

and divines w ith the n tmoft indign ity and

barbarity for not complying w ith h is w ill

and
1 Abrid. of °Brandt’s Hifiory of the Reformation,

Vol. I. p . 1 68.
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rY.

tained the government, there perfecuttd,

even to death , the poor q uakers, who a re

certain ly one o f themolt innocent , harm lelis,

and primi tivev like {has among chri ltians .

K ING jam s II, in the beginning of h is

r eign , by continu ing perfecution , followed

th e footfieps of h is broth er, and acted agree

ab ly to h is own in clination and the precepts

of h is religion . However, not long after

h is aocefiion to the throne, he publ ifbed a

declaration for a general li berty of con fc ience.

Th is was artfully done , merely to introduce

the open and undif’turbed profefii on of po

pery, wh ich he was determ ined , at all ed

ven tures
,
to efiabl ifh in thefe k ingd oms

and if he had (uceeeded ,
wh at mull h ave

been expeéled from a prince natu rally cruel ,
and a bigO tted , pepifls, fiery Z ealot ? {Th is

fine country would (hon have become a

h ell of unclean b irds, a prey to priefis, and

a field of b lood t but the happy revo lution

averted thefe impending m i fch ief s,
‘

and efaved

the nation from utter defiruétio n .

DUR I NG the reign of king ”
f i lliam III,

w ho w as no b igot, but as has been faid of

h is ancel’ror ”f l/11am I, prince of O range
fl

,

approved all virtuous men
, w hatever re

ligion they were of,
”

and who was placed

on

Abrid. of Brandt
’

s Hillary of the Reformation,

Vol . I. p . 1 69.



Of RELIGIOUS CRUELTY .

‘
2 1 9

on the Br i tijb th rone by the con fent and

amongtl: us during h is government perfe

cution l ay dormant . But i1
’
1
‘

the l atter part

of t
‘he‘ followmg reign , a ch urch firebrand

having fet th e nation i n a flame
, protellant

perfecution began to grow l, and th ew her

horrid fangs and claws , but the death o f

that princefs put an end to the defigns of

the then govermng party, and buried thofe

w icked projects and perfecution in the fame

grave, from whence may they never ri fe

again to plague and ferment th is h appy
country.

R E L I G I O U S cruelties have not
, we fee,

been w armed to thofe of theRoa m Cathb:
Jic perfualion . but tho

’

Per fecution, that 111

Ternal goddefs, has (ojournedwith , been en
‘

t
'

ertained, and more or. lefs obeyed andW or

{h ippedby al l th e a1fferent churches or feel s

M ailing s who -h ave had it in their power

to execute h er w ill, and commands , yqt
‘ i 't

mutt b e acknowledged, thatm the ch a d) of

R
'

o
'

m
'

e th e h as taken up her con flan t abode,
ereaed and eftab li lh ed her rmercilefs throne,
‘Weilded her 1ron fizeptre, brandi fhed w ith the
‘

greatel
’
t execution her flaugh tering (word ,

apd
‘

bcen cloathed with all h er terrors.

E S S AY



E S S A Y IV.

1 N Q U 1 R Y

I NT O T H E

W H Y

R O MISH E C CLE S IA ST ICS

are more cruel, and have been guilty of

more horrid barbarities, than other perfons

of a
'

civiliz ed and learned education.

F we take a view of the enormous cru

clties exercifed by thefe churchmen w ith
out the leafl: provocation, and many times

upon fame of the molt innocent, virtuous,

and pious of mankind, and for no reafon but

becaufe they worth ip God according to the

diaates of their confciences, it w i ll evidently
appear, that no other perlons of a civiliz ed

and
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and read the roman tic lives and lying legends

of their faints The firfi of thefe, (logic)
tho

’

no doubt but it has its ufe, yet as i t is

too often applied, inflead of enabl ing men

to di fcover and defend truth , only learns

th em to darken and confound it, and render

error and falfehood fpec ious : in a word
, it

teaches them a trick of th row ing du ll into

O th er people
’

s eyes, wh ich often fl iés back

into th eir own and blinds them . The fe

cond (m etaphyfics) ferves for little elfe than

to fill their heads w ith airy, empty, and, for

the molt part, falfe notions a

n
d O pin ions,

and to talk , w rite, and difpute w i thout ideas .

The th ird (fchool divinity) doth not on ly
abound w ith vain and unprofitable, but ridi

culon s and indecen t q uell ions. The fourth ,

(the works of the fathers) to wh ich they are
taugh t to pay the utmoft veneration , ineu l

cate m any erroneous doétrines, and fuperfl i

tions ceremon ies, and a belief of falfe m ira

cles , and alfo firongly recommend, by pre

cepts exactly con form able to th e examples of

d ivers of thele holy m en them felves, h atred

and perfecution of thofe they ftyle h eretics.

Th e h it (th e lives and legends of their

fain ts) confirm them in all the worll th ings

they learned from the works of the fath ers,

and beget in them a belief of the m olt im

probable romances, and melt notorious lyes

and





2 2 4. An INQU IRY concerning tbaCruelty

they, the clergy, are the principal infiruments

h e makes ulc o t to accomplifh th is glorious

Work.

T n u s loaded w ith learned lumber, z eal

Ous for falfe doétrines and ufelefs ceremon ies,

puffed up w i th pride and poifoned w ith

the molt pern icious principles, thefe men

leave the fem inaries of their education ; and if

they enter into any of the orders of monks or

friers, as multitudes of them do, they then

become reclufe, and very often melancholy

and four, and, as a natural con fequence,

cruel . What better indeed can be expeéted

from perfons feq uefiered from the world,

deftitute of proper employment, and deprived

of almolt all the pleafures and diverfions,

even the molt innocent, that oth ers enjoy ?
But whether th ey betake them felves to a

m onafiic life, or fix among the fecular clergy,

al l Rami/b eccleli all ics are ob liged to make

a vow of celibacy and continency. What

phyfical effect the {trick obfervancc of th is

may

Befide th is vice o f pride being inculcated by the

tutors of youth defigned for the church , many perfons

brough t up to h terature are, of them felves, extremely
apt to defpife the unlearned part of mankind and w hen

the little learn ing in the world was almolt intirely mono

poliz ed by priel
’
ts, this rendered them excelli vely proud,

and gave great opportun ities to the Romi/b clergy, wh ich

i t is well known they did not neglect, of grofsly impof mg
Up on, and exercifing a tyrannical power over the h azy.
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3 3° SUPPLEMENT to the

O r the erroneous doétrines, (uperfiitious

culcated by divers of th e prim itive fathers.

To wh ich w ill be added, -the reci tal oft hree

or four m iracles from forne of the mofi ah

cient church - h ifiorians, and a few extrafi s

from the lives of faints.

8 E C T I 0 N I.

3 4 12 3 15 11 24 6, i n h is Trd tc
’

dzM. h m uk depefl s tb l
’

Eghjé g pld nly
fltews, that feveral of thefe fathers, by de

claim ing again“ marriage, and bellowing
fuch extravagant encomiums upon celibacy,
laid the foundation of thc

'

montfiic life, and

gave occafion for thofe unnatu ral vows, by
which fuck multitudes of men and women

oblige themfelves to difobey that great com

mand ofGod , - l ncreafe andmultiply. Th is

author occafionally obferves, that the mats
are, by fome of the fath ers, frequently called

the fpoufes of Ch i/3 ; and that St. 7m m

gives a nun, the title of my lady,

as being Cbri/i
’

s fpoufe, and to her mother

that of God
’

s mother- ia- law Mr. 8 0 '

bayrac fur ther takes notice, that St. Cyr i l
’

s

unintelligible
‘
l Particularly in Ch . 7. C. i ii . s. 8. C. iv. 5. 3x.



f oregoing E SSAY . 2 3 r

unintelligiblejargon, by wh ich he endeavours
to extol the facrament of the (upper, by de

grees produced th e m onf’trous doétrine of

tranfubfiantiation And that St. Aufiin
’

s

abom inable maxim, or BELIEVERS HAV ING

A RIGHT T o EVERY THING, AND UNBE

p l EVERs To NO THING,
feems to be the

foundation on wh ich the church of Rome

has fince built her extenfive pretenfions to

temporal auth ority Th is faint
’

s words are

fo remarkable, both in refpeét to the fubjeét
above-mentioned, and the exorbitant power

he afcribes to princes over the property of

their people, that I. cannot forbear to infef t

them. Writing to the Donatg
'

flr he (aye;
Er ~g

’

mxrrrm
’

r r es omega» ter
-

rem: mm rook 3

m u m pofider i pofi t, m
’

ji eel jure a
‘
i 'vi fl o,

e g o CUNCTA jUST ORUM SUNT , col jar
-

e

burrow , (
“

mon no PO TBSTATE REGUM es
'

r

TERRan zdeoque res egflras fa]o adpelletia

ter renorum amztter e f ro/ i cfl z
’

u f rayiragae
f xatir, no: air congr egandzs laboravimar, cum

IMPIORUM JusT t

EDENT , 69
°
c

SIR Ifaar Newton, in h is fourteenth chap;
ter of O bfervations upon the prophecies of

Daniel, has colleéfted, from the works of the

fitthers
, a number of erroneous doctrines,

Q 4. filperfiitious

Ch. it.Q.6. C.xvi . Built. xciii .
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g36 SUPPLEMENT t gbe

travelling th rough the deferts of Egypt, to

feek out Paul, another h erm it, whom he

was ordered to vifit by a divine revelation,

he met w ith a Centaur upon the road , and

bei ng amaz ed at the figure of fd firange a

creature, and having armed h im felf w ith

th e fign of the crofs, he demanded of the

bcall , in what part of the defert the fer

vant of God refided : to wh ich the Centaur

made fome anfwer in a firange and horri

ble tone of voice, and w ith gefiures of

great civi lity pointed out the road to h im

by firetch ing forth h is righ t
- hand, and

th en ran fw iftly away. Antony had not

gone manyReps farther, wondering w ith in

h im felf at w hat h e hadjuft feen , before he
efpied a Satyr approach ing towards h im :

th is creature was a little man , w ith goat
‘
s

“ feet, a crooked nofe,and a forehead arm ed

w ith h orns, who, in token of peace, of

fercd h im the fruit of the palm- tree, and

being prefently afked by Antony, w hat he

was, replied, I am a mortal, and one of

thofe inhabitants of the defert, whom the

deluded Genti les worlfh ip, under the names
of Farms, Satyr s, and Incuéz

'

and am now

deputed as an ambafiador from our wh ole

tribe, to beg your prayers and intercefii on

for us to our common lord and mailer,

whom
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ing to th is advice, he was fcourged during a

whole n igh t by angels : upon wh ich , rifing
early in the morning, covering h im felf w ith

fuck-cloth and afhes, and appearing before

Z epbm
'

nw , the clergyand people, they were;

by h is tears and the fight of h is wounds, [0

moved to oompafii on, that he was refiored

to the commun ion of the church
'

f
.

8 O Z OMENgives us the two following
“ m iracles performed about the year 3 2 4 by
Spyr idon, bilh op of Cyprus.
A C ERT A I N perfon having depofited

{pmeth ing of value w ith Irene, th is bifhop
’

s

daugh ter, (he h id . it under-g round for the

and died (can after, w ith out

di fcovering to any one where it was
'

con;

healed. He who had repofed th is confidence
in her, coming to d emand h is property,

Spyr idon fearchéd the houfe
'

for it, but to no

purpofe whereupon hewent to h is daugh ter
’

s
'

grave, called her with a loud voice, and aflced

wh ere (he had laid what (he was intruded

with (h e immediately declared the place in

wh ich it was h id, and Sp
‘

yr idon return ing to
i s houfe found what had beenleft w ith her,
a
‘
nd

’

refi
'

ored i t to the
“ dv

'

vner t
.

li ory, w ith a fmall variation, is
'

told by

Sokr
‘
ates, another of thefe

‘

ancient ch urch -i

h illo
'

rians

T11 1 s
Hil l. Eccl. l . v. c.

t Soz omm l . i . c. xi.

Sm a rter I. i . c . xi i .
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E VAGRIUS, among other miracles

performed by a monk named Z o/imas, reports
the follow ing : Th is holyman going one day
to Car/b red , and leading an afs wh ich carried

h is baggage, met a lion who ran away w ith

the afs. Z q/z
'

mas followed h im into a neigh

bouring foref
’
r
, and when the lion had eaten

the afs, the m onk thus expoflulated w ith the

l ion : I cannot, faid the faint, proceed in my

journey, for I am neither young enough , nor

fi rong enough to carry my baggage you

mull therefore, for a little time
,
lay afide

your natural fiercenefs, and carry my luggage.

Accordingly the lion immediately fawned

upon h im ,
in foch a manner as (h ewed that

h e offered h is fervice. Z qfimas then placed
h is baggage upon the lion

’

s back, and led

h im to the gates of Cat/area
THE famezauthor tells us, that the fol

low ing m iracle happened during the time

in wh ich Epipbanim was bifhop of Cog/lam;
rinople. A cullom had been long obferved

in th is city, that when a large q uantity of con

fecrated bread remained after the commun i

cants had been ferVed, fome ch i ldren were

fent for fromthe fchodls to eat it : among
thefe there happened to be the (on of a glafs.

in aker, who was a fi re. Th is boy going
h ome that day

later thng ufual, and h is father

afking
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aik ing the caufe of it, the boy told h im he

h ad been at church w ith other ch ildren , and

what he h ad eaten . Th e father in a violent

rage immed iately threw the ch ild into the

furnace in w h ich h e melted h is glafs. The

m other m ifl i ng h er fon , and not being able

to find h im , ran up and down the fireets

fill ing the air w ith h er lamentations : but

th ree days after, calling for h er (on at the door

of the glafs- houfe, (h e heard h im anfwer ;

wh en forcing her way in , th e found h im

fiauding upright in the m id i of the furnace,

the fire h aving done h im no harm . And

w h en (h e inq uired of the boy by what means

h e was preferved from the flames
,
he an

fwered, that he had been feveral times vifited

bya lady dreffed in purple robes, who brough t

h im water wh ich extingu ifh ed th e fire w here

w ith he was furrounded, and al fo that {he

h ad given h im food
1

S E C T I -O ;N III.

0 thefe miracles, related as certain

truth s by fame of the molt ancient

and m ofi admired church- h iitorians, I (hall
add a few paffages of the fame nature from
the lives of faints, and begin With that of

R 2
15 17. a m t".
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T a s l ife of Ignatius, founder of the order

of Jefuits, w as written by nF. Ribadeneym ,

one of the foc iety, and intimately acq uainted

w i th the faint. Ignatius, like molt other

fanatics who have fet up thefe kinds of reli

gious focieties, began w ith praétifing great

aufierities and abom inable flovenlinefs for

he went bare- h eaded n igh t and day, never

uli ng a comb, or any th ing of that kind ;

and alfo fufi
'

ered h is nails and heard to

grow w ithout cutting. He flept very
l ittle, and always on th e ground ; prayed

every day feven hours upon h is knees, and

daily fcourgcd h im felf th ree times very
fh arply.

W e may be certain that the father of fo

confiderable a fratern ity as that of theJefui ts
came not at all beh ind the moff em inent

faints of theRomi/b church , either in confl icts
w ith the devi l, in working of m iracles, or in

d ivine man ifefiations. Accordingly, narra

rives are given of many conq uefis he obtained

over Satan, of whom , at lafl , he made fo

l ittle account
,
that h e did as eafily drive

h im away w ith the flat? in h is hand, as if

he had been a cat or a li ttle dog. We

h ave alfo a long lift of difiempers m iracu

loufly cured by h im , wh ich are not worth

myl
inferting : but fome of the heavenly ap

pearances and revelations he was favoured

with ,
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perceived ; and th is w ith fuch abundant

comfort, that he could not th ink or fpealt

of any th i ng but of themyflery of the moit

holy Trinity.

”

And tho
’

h is learn ing, at

th is time, went no farther than to read and

write, yet he wrote a book of eigh ty leaves

on that profound fubjeét. O r landur affures

us, that Ignatius faw th e blefied Trin ity, as

plainlyas we fee one another, under a corpo

real roprefentation.

THE life of St. Francis, wrote by Bona

venture, a brother faint, contains an account

of miracles, to wh ich , refpeéting the number

of them, all that are recorded to have been

wrough t byCbr ifi and h is apoftles are not

to be compared and many
‘

of the adventures

th is faint was engaged in, and the feats he

performed, were as wild and romantic as any
related of Don Quixote; At one time being
faint, and wanting fomewh at to refrefh h im ,

‘

he turned water i nto w ine. At another

time, defiring to be folaoed by mufic, he was

immed iatelygratified by angels. O n a oer;

tain oocation , being th ronged on the foal

more by a crowd of people, who wanted,
th rough mere devotion, to touch h im , h e

h oped into a (h ip,wh ich of itfelf, l ike a rea

fiinable creature, and without the help of

any perfbn, withdrew to a convenient di

Mu fiom the land ; and then remrtinetl urn
1
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P adua preach ed to fifhes, (0 did St. Franci
s

to b irds, who were {0 wonderfully affected

by h is fermon, that th ey firetched out their

necks, fpread abroad th eir w ings, opened

their b ills, and looked attentively upon h im ,

and tho
’

he pafi
'

ed clofe to them ,
theywould

not fl ir,
’

till the man ofGod had made the

fignof the crofs, and given them h is bene

diction , upon wh ich they all flew away to

gether .

WADDING,
in h is annals, tells us, that

our faint being to preach in the market- place

at Trw i , the young foal of an afs ran up and

down, and verymuch dillurbed h im upon

w h ich St. Francis, w ith a plealing counte

nance, (aid to h im, Broth er afs, I defire

thee to {land (till, and not interrupt the

word of God, wh ich I am now preach ing
to th is th irfty people.

”

Immediately the

afs fell upon h is knees, and heard the fermou

q u ite out.

IN the Speculum vim Sanfl i Fraud/bi , we
are told there was a terriblewolf not far from
Eugubium,

wh ich [paring nei ther man nor

beafi, put the inhab itants in [0 much fear;
that they durfi not {tit out of the gates of

the city
'

. St. Francis, moved
'

w ith a pious

z eal not to kill but to convert th isw olf, goes,

unarmed, out of the gates of the city, the

people getting upon the tops of their houfe:

to
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"
2 5 1

to fee the ifl
'

ue of th is encounter : the wolf

comes w ith open mouth towards the faint,

w ho prefently (h uts the beall
’

sjaws w ith the
fign of the crofs. (Behold ! faith our author,
the wonderful virtue of the fign of the cro fs.)
After th is the faint comes to parly w ith the

-w olf in a fam iliar manner, and fays to h im ,

Brother wolf, I command thee in the name

of Cbr i/i , that thou h urt neith er me nor

any one elfe. Upoh
‘

wh ich h e imme

d iately falls on th e ground in the poflure of

a pen itent. St. Fr ancis takes h im to con

f ellion , laying before h im the h orrid cruelties

h e had comm itted , but at lafl ofl
'

ers terms

of agreement between h im and the city. the

w olf by moving h is tail and ears plain ly
filewed, that he underflood and accepted the

o ffer. The faint then tells h im he knew all

th e m ifch ief he had done was to fatisfy h is

h unger ; he would
ktherefore take care to pro

v ide for h im ,
if h e would prom ife never to

h urt any body again . T he wolf bows h is

h ead in token of con fent ; and when St .

Francis held out h is hand to the beall
,
he

put h is right
- foot into it to confirm the con

tract. Upon th is the wolf walks q uietly
w i th h im towards the c ity 5 the people fee

ing that, flocked in great humbers about h im ;

th e faint preaches an excellen t fermon on the

occafion, afl
'

ures them of brother wolf
’

3 con
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verfion, and acq uaints them w ith the promili:

h e had made for h is maintenance : the eresu

ture then renews hi s agreement before th em

all in the manner above- mentioned. The

people were filled w ith great joy, and the

wolf lived very innocently and neigh bourly
among them all the refi: of h is days, and was

m uch lamented at h is death . Th is fie ry is

related by leveral confiderable authors of the

Ran i/7.1 church , and defended particularly by
Henry Sedalias But to return to our faintis

life, wr itten by St. Bonaventure .

O NE day, when the people were afi
'

embled

to worlh ip in the great church of the city of

MM th e weather being extremely cold,

a nd the h int affl icted with a quartan ague,
be firipped h im felf naked except h is brooches,

put a rope about h is neck, and was by h is

own order drawn up to the top of a {lone

whereon malefaCtors, at the time of their pu

n ilhment, were ufually placed . and in thi s

fituation, and 111 th is trim,
did he preach do

a numerous auditory. 1

O UR h olyman being, on a certain time,

aflhiled by a grievous temptation of the fiefh ,
firfi (tripped and th en fcourged h im felf veey
feverely w ith h is cord but

'

thar, it feems, not

proving efl
‘

eCtual , he opened the door o f hi s

cell ,

11 A keendDifeaurl
’

e, e
’

z.by E. summer, D.D.

n 4979 toffir
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4“ and th ere appeared between h is

w ings the form of a m an crucified, h aving

h is hands and feet extended and fafiened

to a crofs. Two of h is w ings were lifted

up above h is head, two were firetched

forth to fly, and two did cover h is w h o le

body.

No r w r
'

r n sr a nm no th is wonder-work

ing fain t was thus h igh ly favoured , and per

formed abundance of firth-rate m iracles, fuch

as curing the deaf, the dumb, the lame,

thofe fick of dropfies and palfies, and of all

oth er difiempers, and even raili ng many to
“

l ife yet he fometimes condefcended to play
at fmall game ; as difcovering a beaft that was

floleu ; clear ing a barn of worms 5 driving

away noxious fl ies m iraculoufly mending a

man
’

s plough
- (h are, and a woman

’

s di lb that

had been broken into many pieces. But to

finilh w ith our faint : Jul
’
t before he died

,
he

firipped h im felf fiark naked, among other

reafons, th at he m igh t be in all th ings con

formable un to . Cbrf/i crucified, who in

pofie
'

rty and diftrefs
'

did hang naked on the ~

croft.
”

At the time of h isgdéceafe, one

‘ 9
of h is breth ren and di fciples faw h is bleffed

foul, in the form of a molt-

gli ttering fiar,
botue aloft, upon

'

a
'

purewh ite little cloud,
and ih carried many waters

.

bya firait
‘
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S E C T I O N IV.

Afirm fi ecimem qf tbe wbimfical op i ni ons of
tbef b tberr, takenf rom tbe learned .M. Bar

beyrac
’

s Traité de la morale des peres de

l
’

Eglife.

T)
”

R, in order to remove

he crofs from ch rifiianity,
obferves, that noth ing is done in th is world

w ithout a crols, and brings for infiances the

malls and yards of a (h ip, the fhapeof ploughs,
h owes, and O ther mechanical infiruments ;
adding, that what moft difi inguithes the

figure of a man from that of
’

a beam is
, that

{landing upright he can extend h is arms (0

as to form a crofsw ith h is body ; and that he

wears upon h is fl ce a nofe through wh ich h e

breathes, and-wh ich reprefents the croft
-

5 and

that accordingly the crucifixion o
'

f oh r Sa

viour was foretold by the prophet yererm
'

ab

in thefe words : tbe jpirr
'

t before our f ace,
the Cbr ifi, tbeLord, as he renders it, infiead

of tbe bred !) qf our ngfr i lr, 65
’
s . anexprefii on

fignifying.only that;thc :king
~therc fpolten of

was the “l ife and foul armspeople. Th is

father held
-marriage -

,
tcr=be i rt 'it

'

s own. nature

uh pure. . 1We fee .fdme, fl y? he
y renounce

the un lawful ufe of marriage, by wh ich we

n fatisfy
'l M . 13 5 2 0.
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r
‘

ta live

fhould ufe only for the prefervation of our
l ives, and by no means in order to gratify our

appetite or inclinations.

THESE faints, as well as then difciples,
th e RomijZ» monall ics, We fee make great part

of religion to confill
'

. 1n ac
’

ting contrary to the

dietates of God 1n nature. God commands

mankind to increafe and multiply . but th is,

fay thele people, is impure and unlaw ful.

O ur Creator hath implanted inclinations and

pallions 1n our natures, and bountifully be
flowed upon us th e means ofgrati fyi ng them
neverthelefs, in lo doing, tho

’

w ith in the

bounds of moderation, we comm it, il feems,
a heinous offence. But to proceed w ith

Clement;

W E ough t not, fays he, to indulge our
felves 111 luxurious eating . but why? becaufe

there 13 a certain devil, a great glutton , who
prelides over good cheer, and i s the molt

w ickedandmoltpern icious of deVrls Among
excelles of th is nature to be Condemned

, he

reckons wh ite bread, the ufe of wh ich , ac

cording to h im , 18 efiem inate, and turns a ne

cellary food into fcandalous voluptuoufnefs.

He allows young people to drink no w ine
,

and condemns all thole who fend for it to

other countries. He ban ilh es al l muhe, both

vocal and in l
’
trumental, from entertainments

,

un lefs it be a {acted hymn h 1ug to the harp
or





2 60 Sm ceman'

r to the

days : US a cheat upon men, fl ys he, and all

afl
'

ront to God, fince by wearing it we ac-J

enfe h im of not bellow ing upon us that hair

wh ich is fine enough : and when the prieli ,

in fome funétion of h is m in ifiry, blefl
'

es a
’

woman that wears falle hair, by laying h is

hand upon her head, he blefl
'

es not her, but

another, for the head is not hers. He ap

pl ies the apathy of the Stoics to h is Gnofi ic,
or perfeti ch ri ll ian , whom he reprefents as

fi1bje€t to no pafii ons, and infenfible both of

bodily pleafure and
'

pain, as he pretends our

Saviour was, and h is apoll les were alfo after

h is refurrea ion . Cbr ijl, he fsys, had no oc

cali on to eat or drink for the nourilhment of

h is body ; and i f he did, it was only that he

m igh t not pals
‘

for a gholl

AGREEABLE to the opinion of th is father,
"

refpeé
'

ting

'

the weigh ty fubieéts of hair, Es
’
c.

was that of St. Cypr ian : he lays, that a woman

w ho paints, or colours her hair, corrupts

and violates the work of God, and is worfe
,

merely on that account, than an adultrefs

h e adds, that it is endeavouring to makeGod

a lyar, who has faid, Thou canfl not make

one hair black or wh ite. After having oh

ferved, that
‘ our Saviour’s hai r is faid in the

'Apocalypfi .to be its wh ite aswool and as fnow ,

b e thus addrefi
'

es the ladies What,
”

fays

he.

7 75k], Co V. 50 ‘ 3’ Ct fig.
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looking upon it as inconfill ent w ith the pro

fefiio
’

n
’

of a ch rifiian to have the leall hand in

condemning or punifh ing any criminal , and

th is, be¢aufe the purpl e robe, thepr cetextce,
trabea , laticla'vi £9

”

f fees were all or1g111ally
confeCrated to idolatry. He makesallmagi

firates the collegués of devils, wh o, he fays,
are the magifi rates of th is w .orld The

fathers,
’

tho
’

they generally ch imed inwith
Ter ra/fiat: ’

till Carg/Zantine
’

s reign, yet then
readily changed their nute, and employed all

their eloq uence to (how, that he migh t be

the governor of th is world, as they called

h im, and a good chriltian too.
ST . Cbryfq/lom extols Abraham

’

s prudence

and refolution 1n overcom ing h is jealoufy {0
far

.

as to expofeSarah
’

s chafiity and h igh ly
commends her good

- natured complaifance
for her hufband, in fubm itting to comm it

adultery in order to fave h is life.

“ You

fee,
”

fays the father, what a propofal he

ventured to make to her, and how th e ao

cepted it. She does not refufe, or th ew

any manner of reluétance to it, but plays

h er part in the comedy adm irab ly well .

Who can fufiiciently praife h er,
who, after fo long continence, and 1n (0 ad

vanced an age, freely confented to exPofe

herfelf to adultery, and to deliver her b
‘

ody

IQ

Ibia
'

. e. v.
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pafs ; for wh ich reafon the fcriptutal i nter,

pretations of only two of thefe fathers ‘

w i ll

be here given : but thofe {hall be two of the

molt em inent for judgment and learn ing.

jUSTIN,

M4EfTI
'

R freq uently affirm ,

that the gift of expounding the fcripmrcs

was granted to h im by th e (pedal grace of

God : let us fee what proof he given.of this
divine gift. Hear, fays j qfli q , how

Cbr ifl , after h e was crucified, fulfil led the

fymbol of the tree of life in Par q dijé , and

of all the oth er th ings wh ich Were to

happen afterwards to th e righteous. For

Ill a/b: was fent with a rod to redeem his

people with th is rod he divided th e fee
brough t water out of the rock and with

a piece of wood made the. bi tter water

fweet. yacob alfio w ith -fiielts caufed h is

uncle Laban
’

s th eep to
,
bring forth fuch

lambs as were to be h is own again,

And fo he goes on, in th is
.

way o f allufion,

to apply all the fl icks and p ieces of wood ln

the O ld Tefiament to the crofs of Cbry?

and purfuing the fame argument in another

p lace, w here he is defcribing the figh t of the

Ifi
'

aelz
'

ter w ith Amalek, he fays, that when

the fon o fNun, called yq/z
'

zr, led th e peo

ple on to battle, Maj}: employed h im felf

in prayer, w ith h is hands Ptretehed out in

the form of a crofs : that as long as he con

3 tinned
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and holy angels. And why ? Becaufe 7e
'

far
Cbr ifl is called the rock and confequen tly
all that imitate h im are rocks. But w hen

God fays to Mafia, I w ill put th ee in the

cleft of the rock, and thou (halt fee my
back parts, but not

'

my face3
”

what do

you th ink is meant by th is cleft ? It is the

com ing of yq/i uCbrf/Z, by wh ich we fee the
back- fide of God.

So much for th is father
’

s interpretations

of the 0 1d Tefiament:many fuch - like m igh t

be given of the New ; but the follow ing
tingle infiance may here fufiice.

W HEN our Saviour w rough t the m iracle

of the loaves, he commanded the multitude

to fit down upon the grafs. W ould any
body have thought, if O r igm h ad nor told

them (0 , that Cbrffl d id th is, becaufe Ifaiab
had faid, all fieIh is grafs ? But th is is not all

by making the people fit down on the grafs,

our Saviour fign ified, th at we ough t to keep
the flefh under, and fubdue the w i fdom of

i t
,
to be made partakers of the bread wh ich

h e
'

had blcfi
'

ed. They w ere ordered to fit

either by hundreds, an h undred bei ng a fa

cred number, and con fecrated to God becaufe

of its un ity or by fifties, fifty being a num

ber wh ich is the l
'

ymbol of rem ifii on , ac

cording to the myfiery of the jubilee, wh ich
was celebrated everyfifty years, or elfe that

of
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to fuperfiition , to un intelligible dofi rines,

and to the w icked practice of perfecution .

S E C T I O N VI.

Of r idiculous and indecent gag/lions wbicb are

common infibool-divinity.

T. Tbornas Aqui nas, commonly called the

angelic doctor, and eagle of divines
,

among many other q uefiions propofes the

follow ing Quar t: Cbr i/lus non f uer i t ber
mapbrodi tus Quar tz non d ump/it f amineunt
fixurn Utrurnjb nf t

'

i refurgent cum inte/linir?
Utrum Cbr ifiur cum f elle £9

"ipjiur receptacula
a
‘

rnor tuirfirr rexer it i
"
Utrurn ci ent excrementa

in paracli o .
3

ALBERTUS MAGNUS, who was

Aquinar
’

s mailer, employs no fewer than

twenty
- four chapters in difcufiing th e fol

low ing q uefiions, wh ich fiill afford great

matter of debate to fchool-divinesgviz . Whe
ther the angel Gabr iel appeared to the virgin

Mary in the {h ape of a ferpent, of a dove, of

a man , or of a woman ? Did he feem to be

young or old In what drefs was he Was

h is garment wh ite or of two colours ? Was

h is linen clean or foul ? When did he ap

pear ?
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por ro r cfitmgfit, quapati o, guo
've modof ervatar

in ter r i r

So much for impertinent and indecent

q uefi ions in fchool
- divin ity : indeed feveral

of them are fo indecent, that I chufe to leave

the Latin veil over them .

S E C T I O N VII.

Infiance: of tbe m ay}entbu/iajin mi/iakenf or
the pure/9 and n o]? acceptable r eligion, and

the bigbefifl ights of marine/i f or tbc true/i
devotion.

T would be eafy to fill volumes w ith theic

from the Romijb and other myftical

writers, but a few examples only will be here
1
.

6166t
adoration . Neverthelefs, cardinal Told faith , i t was

(tolen from that church , and carried to Calcata in Italy,

where great miracles were wrought by it. Ferrandur

tells us, that Germany, Flanders, Lorr aine, and France,

all boaft the pofl
'

efiion of it. Rofwayd fays, it has been
at Antwerp for almofi five hundred years, and in con»

,

firmation thereof pleads the tefiimon ies of the popes

Eugeniur and Clement VIII. Sympbor ianur Camptgi ur

faith , that it isatAniciunr in France, together with Aaron
’

s

mitre. O thers affirm, that itwas carri ed by an angel to

Cbarler the great, who depofited it at Air 1a Cbapelle,
where, and l ikewi fe at all the above-mentioned places,
the fame worlhip is given to it. Pope Innocent III, not
w ithfianding h is pretence to infallibility, though t it fit

that to weighty a saute thould be left to God himfelf to
determine. See a koond Difcourfe, (I t. byDr. Stila



f oregoing
‘E ssav . 2 75

(elected andfirfi, fromExplicationdesMaxim s

des Saints, 6 c. by the celebrated M Fenelon,

archbilh op of Camoray, tranllated intoEnglefi .

The purity of love
”

(the love of God)
confifis, lays St. Francis of Sales, in not

w illing any th ing for one
’

s fell, in regard

ing noth ing but the good pleafure of God,
for wh ich one would be ready to prefer

‘ f
eternal torments to glory.

”

The fame

faint faith , Should he know that h is dam

nation were a little more pleafing to God

than h is falvation , h e would leave h is fal

vation , and run to h is damnation.

”

In

another place, I have almolt no defires

but if I was to be born again, Iwould have

none at all. If God lh ould come to me,

I fhould go to h im all
'

o : if he would not

come to me, I lh ould hold fi i ll and not go

to h im . The archbilh op tells us, that

the other faints of the laft ages, who are

approved by the whole church , are full of

fuch and the like expreflions, wh ich may
be all reduced to th is, - that one hath no

longer any {elf and interefled defire, neither

about merit, perfeétion, nor eternal hap

pinel
'

s. Thus to fpeak,
”

fays he, is to

leave no eq uivocation in {0 nice a matter ,
’

tis to {peak as all the fathers, all

the ch ief doaors of the fchools
‘

, and all

f
‘ myfiiral faints do.

"

T a
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1 86

E S S A Y V.

F U R T H E R

T H 0 U G H T s

C O NC E R N I NG

P E R S E C U T I O

AN A C C O UNT O F

R E L I G I O N;
A ND S O ME

PRO PO SALS for preventing it.

S E C T I O N I.

p Y the foregoing accounts of religious

cruelty, particularly in Efl
'

ay the th ird,

it evidently appears, that ecclefiafi ics have

been the grand incendiaries, who confiantly
l igh ted up the flames of perfecution among
chrifiians : this truth is abundantly con



Farther THOUGHTS, £970. 2 87
firmed by h ifiory and experience. Many of

thofe who pretended to devote them felves

entirely to the fervice of religion, have made

w hat they call the houfe of God, a den of

robbers and murderers : they have pillaged

and defi royed the people, laid wealthy cities

Waite, and turned fruitful countries into

frigh tful deferts.

PRINCE s and magifl rates have indeed,
contrary to all rulesof good fenfe, true policy,
h umanity, and religion, been freq uently per.

fuaded, and, with thame may it be fpoken,

compelled to afl i ft in plaguing, tormenting,
and defi roying the fubjeéts of the former,

the fellow-citiz ens of the latter, and the fel.

low- creatures and fellow-chrifiians of both .

Whatpity it is princes and magiftrates fhou ld
not fee, that in this w icked, th is diabolical

work of perfecution, they are but the tools,

the mere tools of vile; [rapacious, and

mercilefs priefis i

WHAT motives have induced church -men

to act fo barbarous a part ; by what means

they are become fo extremely numerous
,

and have gained fuch a great afcendency in

the chrifi ian world ; and what hath efi
'

eétu

ally enabled them to tyrann iz e and perfecute

in the molt outrageous manner, have in the

foregoing Efiay pretty clearly appeared but

we {hall here take a more full add difiinét
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Reu n i ons ,Pnnseeur ronl 2 91

whether the folly and abfurdity, or tyranny
and w ickednefs of perfecution on account of

religion are greater ?

THAT good-w ill to mankind, or their be

nefit in th is world or the next, are the real

m otives to fo m ind and cruel a praétice, is

th e h ighel
’
t degree of impudence to pretend

and certainly mufi be . too grofs a deceit to

obtain any credit but with b igots or enthu

fiafl s, fools ,or madmen . It being evident

th en that thefe are no other than pretended

motives, What are the real ?

AN inhuman temper, w ith a combination

-of the worfi of mens,pafii ons, particularly
m alice, envy,covetoufnefs, pride, ambition , a

defire to dom ineer and tyranniz e over others ;
«to which are . fometimes added b igotry and

enthufiafm
‘

: thefe are the real incentives to

p erfecution , and wh en jo ined w ith a l arge

meafure of hypocri fy, complete the charac
’

ter

,of .a perk cutor .

THAT the mod: fur ious perfecutO ts are

oftentimes the melt con fummate hypocrites,

is evident ; for many of
'

them have no reli

g ion : w itnefs, numbers of the Rand/b clergy,

i ncluding popes, card inals, and inq u ifitors,

w ho fraud in the firft rank of th is w icked

tribe. The faying of pope LeoX, in a merry

humour, to cardinal Benzbo, is well known :

fi reman: nobi s prqfui t beer f abet/a de Cbr i/Zo
U 2



$9 2 Farther Tnoucu '

r s concerning

faid th is prince of perfecutors, and pretended

vicar of Cbr i/i .

S E C T I O N II.

8 it is evident then , firfl , th at ecclefi

afl ics have always been the grand pro

moters and infl ruments of perfecution among
chrifiians fecondly, what their real motives

to it are ; we come, th irdly, to take a view

by what means church -men are become fo

extremely numerous, and h ave gained fo

great an influence and afcendency in the

chrifl ian world.

To fee th is in a clear l igh t, itmuft be con

fidered, that the doctrines of the immortal ity
of the foul, and eternal rewards and pun ifh

ments, are much more expl icitly taugh t and

generally believed among chrifl ians, than

they h ad been by fi n e: or Genti les, efpecially
the latter, who were left either to uncertain

tradition , or their ow n vague apprehenfions,

to form the belt judgmen ts they could on

thefe important, tho
’

obfcure fubjet
‘fts. But

when immortal ity was revealed and brough t

to l igh t by the gofpel, and a confiderable

part o f mankind came firm ly to believe, that

they lh nulcl after th is life be for ever happy
Qt
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RELIGIOUS Pnnsncu'

r ton. 2 95

tioned, beyond what any of the heathen had.

ever praétifed, or the world before ever con

ceived - that they, the priefis, could and:

d id, w henever they pleafed, make God Al

m igh ty the great Creator of the un iverfe,

{wallow h im them felves, and give h im to

the people to eat. And that priefis m igh t

appear to be of the greatefi: ufe and conte

q uence to mankind, and by that means ob

tain the utmofi influence and afcendency
over them , it was pretended and inculcated

by thefe men, that unlefs the good intention

of the priefi. accompanied th is heavenly
morfel, it would be of no benefit to the

receiver

As thefe opinions, if believed, asunhappily
they were by ,multitudes, mufi fubjefi the

laity to be entirely dependent on the clergy
in matters appertain ing to eternal falvation

U 4
P If any perfons fhould doubtwhether th is abfurd doc

trine, relating to the intention of the priefi being necefl
'

ary
to the good effect of the facrament, is really taught by
th e church of Rome, they need but confult M.Du P in

’

s

Hfi oire da Cand le de Tr ente, tome I. p . x56 3 where it

plain ly appears, that th is article was efiabh lh ed both by

the councils of Florence and Trent. However, it is ad

w itted, thatM. Du P in, and fome other fen lible Roman

Catholics, efpecially Frenchmen, have difl
'

ented from th is

O p in ion .

q T he Mufiav iter are taugh t to bel ieve, that when

they die, in order for their adm ittance into heaven, they
muk



2 96 Further Tnouon '

r s concerning

lo th is dependency, w ith the riches, h onour
s,

and dign ities acquired by ecclefiaftics, could

not well fail of rendering them in the h ighefl:

degree proud and in folent. A priefl: m igh t

well fay to a grandee of the h ri’c rank, as

Voltai re in form s us a Jefuit, who was con

fefi
’

or to a q ueen of Spain , did to the duke

of Lerme C
’

efl vour gal me devez clu ref/peg ,

pref/Que j
’

az
'

tour les jour s ‘votr eDieu clans mes

mains, et notr e reine d mes pied: i . e. . Tis

you who ough t to pay me reverence, fince

I have every day your God in my hands,

and your q ueen at my feet.
”

And can

we

muff take w ith them a certificate ligned and fealed by
the patriarch or by a b ilhop . Accordingly, when a de

ceafed perfon is to be buried, a heavenly palfport, as they
call it, drawn up in the fol lowing terms, is put between
h is fingers : W eN.N. b ifhop and prieli , do by thele

p refents publ icly acknowledge and attelt, that th is per

fon hath lived w ith us as a good and true ch rifiian and

Greek. And forafmuch as he has comm itted fins, he

hath confel-Ted, and received abfolution and the holy la

crament for the remiflion of thofe fins. He hath alfo

rendered true worlh ip to God and h is faints, and he has

failed and prayed after a proper manner . He hath alfo

conf’cantly behaved well to me h is confefl
'

or, (0 that I
h ave granted h im a full pardon of all h is faults. W e

h ave therefore given h im th is certificate, to deliver to St.

P eter and other faints, in order that by th is means he

m ay, W i thout any h indrance, be adm itted into the gate of
everlafting glory. La Relig ion eluciennc ctModernc dc:

Mofioviter, p . I 39 .

Le Sicclc dc LouisXIV. T. I. p. 143.
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2 98 Fartber Tn onGHTS concerning

fcruples not to raife the power of a prieli

above that of God h im felf ; alledging, that

God (pent a wh ole week in creating the

world, and difpofing it in proper order ;

whereas a pr iefi, every time he lays mafe,

w ith a word or two produces, not a m ere

creature, but the fupreme uncreated Being
h im felf, the origin of all th ings

S E C T I O N III.

LTHO UGH th is article of fai th re

lating to tranfubfiantiation, jufi men

tioned
, (w ith other doétrines of the fame

Ramp) had i ts beginning in times of dark

nefs and ignorance yet, notw ithfianding
the world has been fince fo much improved

and enligh tened w ith knowledge and litera

ture, it is {till believed by multitudes ; and

not

In trafi atn cle digni tate [we excellentu: jb ccrdotmn.

From Key/ler
’

s Travels, Vol. I. p .

PurcbafeRadber t, abbot of Corby in France, (in the
beginn ing of the n inth century)was the firfi that ad

vanced the dofi rine of tranfubfiantiation ; but it was

about the m iddle of the eleventh century before it was

efiabliih ed by the popes, who adjudged all to be burn t as
h eretics who den ied it. The In/lrufl ions of a Par i/b

Mini/ler to bi: P ar i/bioner r on tbe Subjcfi of Paper) ,
by Dr. Steal ing . Th is little book is recommended as

excellently adapted to the putpgles itwas defigned for.



Remorous Pensecu '

r ron . 2 99

not by the ignorant and i l literate on ly, but,
as th ey pretend at leafi, bymen of the greate it

acutenefs, learning, know ledge, w i fdom , and

judgment. Wh ich , by the way, fhew s h ow
li ttle even theic men are to be depended on

refpeéting fubjefi s of religious belief.
T HE church of Rome boafts much of

working m iracles that (h e has brough t fuch

perfons to believe fo grofs an abfurdity, fo

palpable a contradict ion , lo man ifefi an im

pofii bi lity as tranfub i’tantiation
,
b ids the

fairefl: to be efieemed a m iracle of any {he

pretends to have wrough t. We w ill try,

h owever
,
if th iswonderful phe nomenon can.

not be accounted for w ithout a miracle.

GREAT are the effects of education
, pre

pofi
'

efii on, and bigotry, and perhaps as great

is th e force of religious awe, and fear of in

curring ecclefiafiical cenfure, and the terrible

con feq uences apprehended from it both
'

in

th is world and the next, in preventing men

from freely inq uiring into, or doubting what

th e church has commanded to be received as

truth : for furely, did perfons of the above

m en tioned ab ilities, or even thole of the mofl:

common underltandings, dare to inq u ire

freely into th is doctrine and many other cc

c lefiafiical
'

impofitions, they cou ld not fail of

d ifcovering the error and falfity of them .

But if men whore fight is ever [0 good wi ll

3
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RaLt ous Pensncur rou. 30 3

could relate either to them or the Turk .

In the fame year, that th is golden tooth

m ight not want h iftorians, Rullanclu: wrote

the h ifl ory of it. Two years after, Ingol

fleterus, another learned man , wrote againft

the opin ion of Rullandu: concern ing th is

tooth of gold, and Rullandu: immediately
made a fine and learned reply. Another

great man, named Libaviun colleéted all

that had been faid about th is tooth , and

added h is particular opin ion . Noth ing
could be wanting to fo many fine works,

but the truth of the faCt—that the tooth

was gold. For when a goldfm ith had

exam ined it, he found that it was a real

tooth artfully covered w ith leaf

Thus far M. Fontenelle, who m ight find a

multitude of even more ridiculous abfurdities

than th is
, related in fupport of h is own reli

gion , and a profufi on of learn ing and falfe

reafon ingsmade ufe of by fame of the greateft

m en of h is church to prove the truth of

th em . And if he h im felf belteves, or rather

fancies he believes tran fubfl antiation , as there

i s no reafon to doubt but he does, h e is a

flagrant infiance of what h ath been above

afferted, and of h is own obfervation alfo

ANOTHER inftance of almoft general de

ception , for many ages, of the knowing as

well

a When thiswas written,M. Fontm lleW YwKa
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3 1 2 PROPOSALSfl i prwmtr
'

ng
'

proceeded to the greatefi degrees of mge and

fury againfi all who could not for confeienoe

fake fubmit to their (uperfiitious and abow i

nable infiitutions ; but turned th e edge of

their power againfi
-thafe who were (0 weak,

impol itic, and infatuated, as to bellow it upon

them ; caufing princes, kingsnaud eruperors

to bow their . necks to the faoerdotal yoke,

and fubmit to ecclefiafiical tyranny.

Turn , a : we have before feen,M ,

"

who

have confiantly been t he principal promoters

and inftruments of perfecutipn among ch ri

fi ians fecondly, what their pretended, and.

what their real motives to aét fo barbarous a

part are; (0 we now fee by what means they
are become fo extremelynumerous, and have

gained fo great an influence and afcendancy
in the chrifiian world and lafily, what has

molt immediately a nd efiefl ually enabled

them to tyranniz e and perfecute in {O
'

O ut

rageous a manner as they have
' dq nc.

S E C T I O N V.

HE caufes of perfecution on account

of religion being thus evident, the te

m edies areobvious. Happywould itbe, if they
could as readi ly be applied as difcovered !

Tfmss
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3 14 PxorosALsf ar pa r
-watch,

be the crown of th is molt detirable and truly

glorious work of preventing perfecution on

accountof religion—To truitclergymanwid:
no power but that of Dom e Goon.

Wh a r evun objeétions much the g em
part of the reverend body of whom. we ars.

fpeaking may make , or what ofi
'

enrx lbever

they may conceive agami
’
c regulations fa rea

{enable and bencficial 1n general, and p an ic ,

cularly conducive to (0 good an end as thefe

certainly are, we may be wellM , .that,
the meek and humble, the humane and dii s

interefied, the honefi, in a word, all the truly
religious ,

and fincerely cum sr u tt divines.
w ill readi ly acquiefce w ith them. A

,“
furely. the oppolition of thofe

deferve thee epithet» :fitould

Besm iss, there feems to ,be 11m m
and indeed unanfwerable reafon. ia, ,reafoa

dietated by experience, in flavour p ipecialbg
of. the laft remedy propofcd

-Has i t ever

been known , that one fociety of
~ecellefiaitjcs

had power to do m ifcb ief, and did i t not ?

THE Engli/b protcfiant clergy arecertainly
fome of the mod pious, learned, virtuous,

and fenfible church -men in the w orld .

‘The

works of numbers of them have done great

honour and fcrvice to religion, to virtue, and

V1
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‘rB Of EVERLAST ING PUNISHMENT84

- therefore, we may well hope, groundlefi

I'

r appears to me, that he who firm ly be
d

l ieves thefe O pin ions are untrue, and never
-e

thelei s (lands byn
'

unconcerncdly and (« is h is

fellow- creatures deceived and terrified, and

h ears h is Creator l ibelled and blafphemed by
th e doctrine of E TERNAL Pum snMBN'

r s,

h ath as little concern for the honour of G od

as for the peace of mankind .

THAT fuch punifhments could anfwer no
"

lalutar
'

y purpofe, and would be abfolutery
i ncompatible wi th w ifdom and goodnefs,
h ath , i t is prefumed, been alreadymade ap
pear ,

3 and if fo, then we may 1mm: e ur
felves they w ill n ot be inflicted , and dome

perfons may th ink nothi ng more need be faid

on the fubjeét : but as th is is a matter of

great concernment to mankind, and much

z eal hath been exerted, and many arguments

made ufe of, to evince the reality of thefe

punifhments, I {hall
‘

h ere mention feveral of

the mofi: confiderable, and h ope to th ew,

that they neith er do
,
nor polli bly can prove

the point afierted. Indeed the dofi rine itd

felf is (0 unlikely to be true, and every argu

ment pretended to be drawn from reafon 1n

favour of 1t fo extremely weak, (and What 1s
fl ill beyond all the tell ) it (0 directly contra

“

d iets

3 In the Efl
'

ay of Rel
’

rgxous ( knew



6
‘

Of sm u t
-
ruse Pom snm nr e; 7419

d ias the assann ar, A
'

r
'

r tEIBUTEs - of the

Divine
'

Nawre, that were it not to vindi

ease the Ways of God to man, and fet

mens minds at cafe f rom fuch terrible apprea

h enfions,
'one m ight be afhamed to bellow

any pains in difproving it.

S E C T I O N I.

HE opin ion that ourCreator condemns

multitudes of h is creatures to eternal

m ifery, hath been invented or propagated by
difi

'

ercnt perfons for difi
'

erent purpofes. Some

have pretended, that he pun ifhes men in th is

manner“ for not believing the un intelligible

and irrational creeds, and not practifing the

infign ificant, rid iculous, and many times abo

m inable ceremon ies, wh ich knaves have in

ven ted to cheat fools. O thers have fuppofed,
that the belief of finners and unbelievers

being punilhed everlafl ingly was the mofl:

efi
'

efi ual means to deter m en from being
w icked, and have therefore inculcated th is

had Op in ion w ith a good defign .

SOME of the principal arguments ufually
urged in fupport of th is doctrine are,

FIRST , That becauliefin is infinite in

refpeé
'

t of the objeét againfl whom it is

3



t)

3 2 0 .
Of EVERLAST ING Pum srm zm‘

s
‘

.

comm itted, wh ich is God, therefore it

deferves an infin ite punilhment
“
. And

that the fupreme Being having efiabli lhed

certain laws and ordinances for men to keep

and perform, and made known certain facts

and dofi rines wh ich he hath commanded

them to believe, the juftice and glory ofGod
req uire he (h ould pun ifh thofe who aét con

trary to thefe laws and ordinances, or do not

believe thefe facts and doctrines, that is to

fay, finners and unbelievers, w ith eternal

m ifery ; and more efpecially as to the hoop
ing and perform ing the former, and faith in

the latter, h e hath anne e ternal h appi
-s

net
'

s, wh ich , as well as eterna rri ifery, being
fet before men , who are at liberty to chufe,

theyhave therefore noth ing to complain of.

SECONDLY, In confirmation of th is doc-t

trine it is (aid, that very great men , divines

efpecially, have bel ieved and taugh t it.

Tm nnr v , That the fcriptures plainly de

nounce thefe puni ihments.

FO URTHLY,

An opin ion fomewhat of th is nature prevails in the

emp ire of7apan. Almofl all crimes are there punilhed

w ith death : the reafon aflignéd for fut h an unjufi: and
cruel procedure is, that difobedience to fo great an em

peror as h im of70pm: is an enormous crime. T he de

fign , fays my author, is not to reclaim offenders, but to

revenge the prince. Dc I
’

Efpr it dc: Loix, tom . l . 1. vi.

ch. 13 .
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3 2 4 Of aven a s
'

rm c Pum stm m '

rs.
’

been infin itely better h e had never exified,

than that fuch multitudes (h ou ld be for ever

m iferable ? Indeed, were th is the wretched

condition of men, the propagation of man

kind would be a molt deplorable evil, and

noth ing could be more defirable than the

fpeedy extinction of the fpecies.

THESE particularswill be left to the reader
’

s

confideration, wh ich th ey feem well tomerit ;

and I [hall proceed further to obferve,

THAT if all men are liable to be eternally

pun ilh ed, but may neverthelefs, by certain

means
, obta in eternal h appinefs, then un

doubtedly God would give to ALL MENa

clear, difi iné
’
r
, and certain know ledge,

FIRST ,
W hat faults, failures, or fins they

are thus to be punifhed for, and by what

means they may avoid everlafting m i fery and

gain everlal’ring felicity. And
,

SECONDLY , If the juftice and glory of God
req uire, that he fh ould pun ilh finners and

unbelievers w ith everlafi ing torments, then

undoubtedly both jufiice and reafon re u ire

alfo , that it fh ould be in the power 0?the
former not to fi n

, and of the latter to believe

arigh t.

CERTA INLY, if the jufiice and glory of

God req uire, that he fhould pun ifh finners

a nd unbelievers w ith eternal m ifery, he

Would as a righteous judge and lawgiver

afl
'

ord
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Of avaat a sr m o Pum snwsu’

rsi

efieem fuperfiitious, and vain, and childith .

Many place their hopes of falvation entirely
in faith and baptifm , and in the merits,

death , and fufferings of Cbrfi fome 111 the

performance of moral duties, in

works
,
wh ich others make little or ,

no so.
count of

,
efteem ing all man

’

s righteoufnefs

as filthy rags.

A VERY famous French author and di vine

hath , ina celebrated p erformance, defcri bed
thus pleading for ,h imfelf in the other

world je ‘
n

’

ai jamaisj b it damn ma]; .j.

’

ai

mi ; tout mon plazfir (2 f aire da dim 5
“

j
’

at
'

e
’

té

pew
-an done me reprocher i . e. Egnnver

did any evil , I placed allmy happinefs tn,

doingg obd , I was generous, liberal, jufi,
and

i

compafl i onate what then ,
can any

one lay to my charge ?
”

All th is was ai
lowed h im, and alfo that m h is life the

tefiimony of h is confcience had been fa

vourable to h im . Now furely one would
th ink th is perfon was much too good for

h ell, and m igh t have been placed in a {late

of happinefs. -No fuch matter. -O ur author

h ath condemned h im to endlefs mifery.

Su CH were the fentiments of a Roman

Catholic prelate. Let us now hear the op in ion

La [w arm
-

es dc Tdemaque, l . 18, p . 1 3 1 , 410 . «i
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as the firongefi and moft fignificant
'

of

all prayers ; becaufe we confefs by it the

myftery of the Trin ity, and by the m imon

of our hands exprcfs the figure of the crofs,

or the myfiery of our redemption , w ith

that alfo of the incarnation, on wh ich it

depends.

HE l ikew ife advi fes to pray {landing on

all Sundays, and on every day, between

Eqfler and s
’

tjitrzday, out of terpedt and

remembrance of our Lord
’

s refurreCtion .

And adds, The pofiure of kneeling is

adapted on ly to occafions of hum il iation

and pen ite
'

ntial devotion ; but that of [land

ing i s a beautifu l fymbolic reprefentation of

our Lord
’

s refurreétion, proper to tai fe our

though ts from the earth , and to un ite them

more clofely w i th God and the th ings

above : and no ceremony of the church can

be more efficacious for the purpofe of ele

vating the m ind, and inflam ing the affec

tions, and fi irring up the faculties of the

foul

SUCH are fome mens fentiments, and th i s

do they di ffer concern ing the fins for wh ich ,

accord ing to their apprehenfions, ever lalt-u

ing pun ifhments are to be infl ifi ed, and

the

q Dr. M
'

a
’dleran

’

s works, 4to ed. Vol . I. p. 1 95 ,
1 96, z oo, 2 0 3 .
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knowledge
? And if it cannot be proved, as

i t is impofli ble it fhori ld, that they received

i t by divine revelation , then th isopin ion will

fi i ll center in imagination or contrivance.

AND as to the information of eternal pu
J

n ifhments being given to men by the fcrip
-a

tures, ih ould th is, for argument fake, be ad

mitrod,a q uefi ion m igh t then arife : how came

the authors of fcripture to know that fuch

pun ilhments would be infiitfled? The anfwer

undoubtedly w ill be,
— by inward divine re

velation : indeed they could obtain it no

otherw ifc. Then their knowledge of th is

faél:was abfolutely certain : but thofe perfons

w ho are not favoured w ith inward
'

d ivine
'

revelation have only the report of others,
wh ich is far (hort of know ledge ; and much

the greater part of mankind know even no

th ing of th is report. Now, pray, are not all

m en as much concerned to be at a certainty .

refpeéting thefe pun ifhments, as the w riters

of the b ible were ? Undoubtedly they are.

How then has it happened that all are not at

eq ual certainty ? Could not O mn ipotence as

eafily h ave given th is know ledge direétly to

every man , as to a few to inform . others ? ;

Surely h e m igh t. As all men then were .

eq ually cowerned to know of thefe pun ifh -w

ments, how came i t to pafs, that the know - r

ledge of them was revealed only to a few .

Who
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b ad or worfe than hi

'

mfelf, and is imbrerfed

in one! continued fcene of debauchery and
Wickednefs : h e proceeds, as he grows in

«strength and impudence, from petty togreater
vil lan iet , becornesdi rect-robber, foot-pad, or

h ighway-man and at left commits the mall:
h orrib le

“

crime of murder. W hat (hal l we
fay? Was it in the power of this

’unhappy,
wretch ed

, andwicked creature to livea fober,
Ig neous, and pious life ? Had be h is choice
d f what parents he would be born, and by
4111110 111 and in what manner and c ircum

fi ances educated, and what cornpany he

ANOTHER youth 1s placed as page to form

g reat perfon at a court,where h e fees noth ing
but luxury, lewdnefs, pride, envy, difl imula

l ion,
"

and vice, in the molt alluring fi npes

h e perceives, that virtue and piety are to far

{ra n being ofieemed and rewarded, that they
are confiant fubjeé

'

ts of contempt and ridicule,

and that the only path to preferment and

h onours lies th rough the temple of vice.

What chance has a youth thus educated, and
with fuch examples continuallyMars hit
eyes, :to become shade , ternperate, tim e,

and honed , m aword, to be vi rtuous and

p ious

Mm r tzrvm of :pdm la1t115a might be

gwen, i n wh ich mens moral afi ions, by .cirv

Z z



r
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eumfiances entirely independent of their Own

choice, are as much influenced as thofe of

thefe ch i ldren.

UNDO UBTEDLY, many men who have

acted very profiigate and vile parts in
‘

the

world, would, if differently circumfianped,

have been excellent perfons. That temper

o f m ind wh ich has rendered even fome ban

ditti ~fo remarkably faith ful to their w icked

comrades, fo fearlel
'

s and amaz ingly intrepid,
if properly cultivated and directed by an early,

a liberal, a virtuous, and rel igious education,

m ight have formed firm friends, courageous

defenders of their country, or even refolnte

martyrs.

Dor a it not then plainly appear, that

mens natural tempers, and fuch acciden ts or

circumftances of their lives as are entirely out

of their power, do, in a great degree at lcafi,
direét and determ ine their behaviour and

afi ions

Sm cn

A quell ion may here arife - Whether, i f mens
b ehaviour and aétions are thus determ ined by c ircum

h ances out of their power, it is jull and reafonable to

pun ifh them at all even in th is world ? To wh ich I
anfwer z—If mens behaviour and afi ions are determined

.

by foch circ
'

urnllances, punilhments are very properly “

to

be reckoned among them, and may be, as we fee they
fl eq uently are, of great force and efficacy to prevent

mens do ing ill, like weigh ts thrown into a fenio to turn

the balance therefore this opiniondoth not at all tender

pun iihments
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fately it is the greatefi: folly or irnpiety to

affirm th is of the Deity.

SECONDLY , In confirmation of th is doc
trine it is Paid, that very great men , divines

efpecially, have believed and taught 1t. That

is granted . but p
erhaps many have taught

th is doél rine who did not believe i t , and

Tome of thefe, as hath been alreadyob iei'ved,
may have done (0 with a

'

good, and others

w ith a bad defign .

HOWEVER,we have already feen, that very

great men frequently fall into very great er

rors, and that
‘

i t is oftentimes more difficult
. to convince them than the common people.

But perhaps fo many em inent perfons h ave

not fallen into th is error (the belief oti eternal

puni lhments)as is generally fi1ppofed.

ANeminent divine h ath taken much pains

to prove, that the ancient ph ilofophors, even
the thcifiieal , did not believe a fiiture Rate of

rewards and pun ithmcnts, tho? they wene

perpetually inculcating th is doctrine to the

people r 1“After having read their b illory,
confidered their characters, and exam ined
their writings w ith all the exafi nefs I was

t ‘ able, fays th is author, 1“ i t appeared evi

9‘ dent to me, that thefe men believed no:

5‘ th ing of a future Rate of rewards and pu
t: p ifhments, wh ich they moi

’
t indufirioufly
f
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That
.

he feems to endeavour to prove .it, is

certain : but at the fame time he mentions

feveral objections. th o
’

not near all he might

have mentioned) againft foch puni fhments;

particularly, that th ey are inconfiflent w ith

the juftice and goodnefs of God.

” ‘

2Th is
objeétion , fays the archbifh op , hath

been attempted to be anfwered feveral

ways, none of wh ich feems to me to give

clear and full fatisfaél ion to it. He then

fpec
’

ifics one of thefe anfwers, for the parti
culars of wh ich the reader is referred to the

fermon itfclf, and faith But this I doubt

w ill upon exam ination be found to have
more of fubtilty than of . folidjty inf ital

,

Th is migh t perhaps w ith equal {tuition and

reafon be faid, not only of all the,
other any.

fwers he q uotes, but of h is. own dife, on

wh ich he feems to lay great firofs, and :by it

attempts to folve th is difficulty. And indeed
h e does afterwards acknowledge, that th is

m ifery is (0 terribly fevers , .

that at ,psefent

we can hardly tell how to recond ile ir
'

w ith

the JUST ICE AND GoonNEss of God.

He undertakes neverthelefs to prove, that

the etern al pun ifhment of w icked men d!)

anoth er world is plainly threatned in fcrip
“ ture.

”

It is a common cafe, th is when

men find reafon again f
’
t them , then they have

recourfe to authority. What honour or fer
vice
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vice they, by th is means, do the authority
they appeal to, is left for them to thew .

However, the point, that th is pun i ihment is
threatned ia

' fa ipture, the archbifh op feems

to th ink plainlymade out. But, after all
,

the goods-natured prelate appears fenfible,
that the executing thefe th reatn ings would

beIn contrary to the assm '

rm r. PERFEC

t ‘ m om of the divine nature, that h e is

verydefirdus to find a fi lm in the cafe. He
that th reatens, fays the b ifh op , keeps

th e right . bf puni lh ing in h is own hands,
and is not o bliged to execute what he

hath threatened any farther than the . 11 3 "

fans and ends of government do req ui re

and he may, w ithout any. injury to the

party- threathed, remi t and abate aft -much

9‘ as he plafeth of the pun ithment that he

had) threatned.

”

Th is is indeed true of

man : but can any th ing be more unlike God

than to th reaten what he never intends to

perform ? Let i t but be proved, that GOD

hath th reatued, and furely no man in h is

fenfes w i ll dare to doubt the execution . But

the cafe wi ll he very d ifferent, if MEN have

prefumed to threaten INTHE NAME or G0 1)
,

and w ithout h is authority.

WHAT a poor lh ift is here ! Is th is like

the archbifhop
’

s ufual candor ? What a talk

gi t) men undertake, when they labour to

3 QrQVQ
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prove doctrines direétly contrary to reafon,
and perhaps to their own fen timents -alfo !

But truth at lafi prevailed : for a little after

th is remarkable pafl
'

age he acknow ledges,
that we may raft afl

'

ured, God wi ll judge
the world in righteoufnefs and if i t be

any w i fe inconfif
’
tent either with righteouf

net? or goodnefs, wh ich he knows much

better than we do, to make finners m i fe

rable for ever, that he w ill not do it ; nor

is it credible, that he twould THREATEN
finners w ith a punifhment wh ich he could

not execute upon them . Let the reader

judge, by what is lafi faid, if both the exe

cution and the Tnxs a '

r nm o s alfo of eternal’

pun ifhments do not appear to be entirely

g iven up by th is great man .

’

We w ill pro
-a

ceed, however, to our th ird article, .That the

fcriptures plainly denounce everlafiing pu

n ifhments.

WHETHER they do or not, divines and

other learned men differ greatly, as it is well

known they do alfo about the true mean ing
of fcripture in a multitude of places. Some

fuppofe the words f or ever and m ed dling
may be taken , and are freq uently ufed, in a

l im ited fen fe : others are very pofitive, that

in thofe places where they relate to pun ifh

ments, they are intended, and ough t to be

pnderfiood, in an unlimited fenfe. O f th is

latter
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men maywithout an immediate revelation

w rite thofe th ings, wh ich they th ink with

out a revelation, feems very plain. And

that they did (0 , there 18 th is probable ar

gument for it , becaufe we find, that . the

evangelifts, 1n relating the difcourfes of

Cbr i/l , are very far from agreeing in the

particular exprefl ions and words a
”f

but if the words had been diCtated by the

Spirit of God, they mutt have agreed in

them . For when St. Luke differs from

St. Ill attbm , in relating what our Saviour

faid, it is impofl ible that they fh ould both

relate it righ t as to the words and forms

of exprefl i on
"
.

DR. Mddletorz tells us, As t1s necefl
'

ary
to believe of the fcriptures in general, that

theyare divinely infpired; fo i tisas neoefl
'

ary,

from the evidence of plain faéts and decla

rations in thofe very fcriptures, to allow

fome exception to th is general rule, and

not to infilt, as fome do, that every word,

fentence, narration, h iftory, or indeed

every book we call canonical, was diCtated

by God . Here then , adds th is

author, I fix my foot, and take upon me .

to afi
'

ert, that we are under no obl igation

of reafon or religion to believe, that the

fcriptures are of abfolute and univerfal in

fpiration,
b Trilat/im

’

sworks, vol . III. p. 449.
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'

nfi f't?

enemyy ahtl
‘ h is ch ildren array When

.

Be“

(h is enemy) {hall be
'

judged,
"fays

‘

Ddzjid,
3‘ let h im be c

'

ondemhed ; and let h is prayer

become fi n . L
'

et h is be coil?

tinually vagabonds and beg. Let

there be none to extend mercy unto h im,

neither let there
‘

be ahy to Patour h is father
lefs ch ildren with agreat deal moré

' in

the fame d rain .

An n what (hall we ray of the account

given in the book of Gei
‘

rg/is comerfi ing the

creation of man , and for what can fo
”

hewe
not only deprived of the happyRate 111 Wh ich

h e was originally placed, bt1t both h imfelf

and all h is pofierity, according to the fl ibfi:

common and orthodox opinion, Were Ra
t

tomcod by God to eternal m iféry i
' a} ai1

impartial exam ination of this narfativb , we

{h all perhaps be ab le to fatisfy outl
i
eIVes,

Whether even th is part of the Idfiptures,
upon wh ich , as fome th ink, a; much de

pends, carries w ith it
,
if taken in

'

a l iteral

fen fe, as moft divines infifi that i twould be,
any appearance of being d ivinely revealed.

THE account in the fecoh d and th in!

chapters of Gf flgfis is brieflyas follbws t
THAT “

the Lord God farmed man of

the dufi of the ground :
”

that neverthelefs

he formed h im in h is own image, in the
“ image

s P/alm cix. 7, to, u .
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as a literal account, and infifted on to be a

fable or an allegory and furely th is is much

lofs Rrange, than that one man of fenfe

{hould contend for its being a true h ifiorical

narration .

PHILO , a learned jaw ,
fays Dr . .Mid-r

dietary, calls it a p iece of rufiic fimpl icity
to imagine, that God really employed the

labour of fix days in the production of
th ings : in w h ich he is followed by O r igen,
Azf/Zz

'

n, Ambrgfi, and oth ers What man

in h is fenfes, fays O r igen, w ill believe, that

the firfi,
fccond, and th ird days, and the

even ings and m orn ings, pafi
'

ed w ithout

fun
, m oon

, and (tars
,
and th e firf

’
t even

Without th e h eavens ? Who fo filly as to
th ink

,
that God like an hulbandman,

planted a garden , (here he m igh t w ell
have added, and like a taylor made coats of

ik ins) and in i t a real tree of life
,
to he

tailed by corporeal teeth 5 or that the know

ledge of good and evi l was to be acq u ired

by eating the fruit of another tree P
”

As

to God
’

s being fix days in creating the world,
i t is, according to the op1n 1ons of the above

men tioned em inent perfons, an idle tale but

Mqfi’r, as Dr . T. Bur ner fays, being
m inded to con fecrate the feventh day for a

fabbath,

l Dr . WQKkS, V0‘\“ 0 Q‘ ‘ 1 65 l a? ‘
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fabbath , he therefone (pun out the crea

tion to fix days

SUPPOSE th is account had been written by
a heathen h iftor ian or poet, what (h ou ld we

have though t ? Could we then have imagined

i t any other than a fable or an allegory, and

a very firange one too O r, if we had taken

it in a literal fenfe, (hould we not have held

i t (0 ch ildifh , romantic, notorioully falfe and

filly, as to be much more properly the fab

jea of ri dicule than of ferions critici fm , and

not an objeél worthy of even pagan faith ?

Man formed out of the dufi, and woman

inade out of one of h is ribs—TA dumb fer.

pent accofiing the woman in articu late and

intell igible language : on wh ich (h e
,
infiead

of being frigh ted, and hafiening to her h uf

band to inform h im of what had happened,
enters calm ly into a dialogue w ith the beafi ;
and he prevai ls upon h er to a& contrary to

the exprefs commands of her Creator—Who
walking in the garden in the cool of the

day, called unto Adam , and after fome

di fcourfe w ith h im and the woman , and

curfing the ferpent, and pronouncing fentence

upon the man and h is w ife, he, the Lord

God
, m ade coats of (k ins, and clothed

th em .

”

A a 4. IMPROBABLE

k d rcbfl ologie Phi lojapbim ,
tranllated into Eng/171“,

p . 39.
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IMPROBABLE and irrational as every one

of thefe circumfiances m igh t appear, if taken

l iterally, or related by an h eathen writer,

they are not by much the work part of th is

narrative. God, the fountain of juftice and

goodnefs, is here reprefented as fuffering h is

own creature, for whom he intended ever

lafiing happinefs, to be by another of h is

creatures, of fuperior abilities and cunn ing,
feduced from h is duty, and thereby the man

and all h is pofierity rendered for ever m ife

rable whereas, if God had been pleafed to

interpofe, all th is evil had been prevented,

and h is kind intention towards man had not

been frufirated.

SOME divines indeed, as hath been already
obferved, being defirous to get rid of th i;
manifeft abfurd ities of [0 (h ocking a {tory,
appear w illing it fhould pafs for an allegory.

But adm itting th is, would it not even then,
fuppofing it formed by an un in fpired perfon,
appear h igh ly inJurrous to the honour ofGod,
and extremely prejudicial to the interefl: of
religion ? For it reprefents the Deity, as we

h avejufi now feen , difappointed in h is defign

of rendering h is creature man happy in the

{late he had placed h im , and by an oppofite

p
ower, who, in th is cafe, is defcribed as gain

i ng h is porur m oppoli tion to the w ill of the

Almighty. Nay,God h imfelf is reprefented
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ALL thefe th ings,
”

that -happened

betw een the creation and fall of man , are

faid to have been tranfaCted in one day
’

s

time, or perhaps but ‘

in half aday

And that very fame day m ifirefs bride be

-ing, to I know not w hat intent, pleafod to
“ “

ramb
‘

le among th e groves of the garden,

chanced to meet w ith the ferpent, a s .

”

”i But I cannot bear to fee, th at 1n (0

ib ort a time all th ings were inverted and

f ‘
put in to a total diforder ;and that th e whole

t ‘ frame of nature, wh ich h ad been but jult
now cornp

ofitd and polifhed,mould, before
th e firfi timeof the fun

’

s fetting, fall to
‘ f ru in and confufion . In t hem orn ing God

fai d, all th ings were good and in the even

9? ing of the
- fame day, all th ings are accurfed.

2 ‘ Alan! how fleetin g and unconfiant is the

g loryo f th ings created ! A work that was

fi f o elaboratea s to
'

b e fix days me i t could
ff h e

'

brough t to porfeétion, and that by an
omnipoten t arch itect, to be thus ru ined by
do fi le a healt .

1 REA 1t (earn s a very cruel and
“ very hard th ing, that God {h ould be faid
5‘ to h ave tormented , nay, and ruined man

kind for (0 (mall a fault, and that too
“ committed th rough the levity of a woman

’

s

mind Wherefore fome are of Opinion,

“ (wh ich
“ Ibid. p. 2 1 . Hid. p. 2 2 , 2 3.
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3‘ (wh ich I amnotmuch overfe to)thatMojés
laid l

'

o trail: a punithment on fo fmall
’

a

crime, only to the end he might procure
the greater deference and authority to h is

own laws, rebzeb qftelr decree w i th the

more]?finer ity tbi 11g:f ri volous, and iu tbei r
9' own nature iudzfi ’rem‘

. For who !Would
not fear to violate th e mofi petty, incanfi.

derable precept that comes in the name of

God, if the eating of one f orbidden appie

could br ing perdi tion to all mankind
”

TOWARDS our author
"
5 conclufion of th is

treatife, the fays, we are chrifiians, we

worfli ip the fupreme Deity, aGod of th e

greateft power and g oodnefs, or, as he is

u fually defined, a being infin ite

New cap we fay, that a being

perfectmade coats of (k ins, and

on the man and the woman ? w ith m
a
ny

other things ;wh ich are r elated concerning
the being pf . infimte perfeCtion m that col

loq uy w igh fl dam;
the w oman , and the

i

not in word: only, but really as to tbe matter

i zjfilf, we, qfi ud agai rgfl ‘

the dignity gf the
Divi neNatur e ; wbi cb, {f i t were doneW 6

a w icked mind, w ould not only above an a ir

of xnrnoncu, but of u AsPumvrv

1 Ibid. p. 2 3, 114. 71.
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BY thefe few extracts from th is treatife of

our worthy and pious author, particularly the

lafi paragraph , h is fentiments concerning the

filo/hi e account of the original of men and

things, fufli ciently appear. Could the reve

rend Doctor poffibly believe, that a book

which attributed to theDeity {0 many th ings

unworthy of h im , as our learned divine h im

{elf plainly infinuates th is does, was written

by divine infp iration ?

S E C T I O N V.

CCO RDING to the opinions of thore

em inent divines quoted in the lafi

fefl ion, there are many parts of the b ible in

wh ich revelation was not at all necefliu'y.

Relations of faéts that men them felves had

been eye
-witnefl

'

es of, or fuch as they m ight

h ear from others, or learn by tradition, needed

no divine revelation. The famemay be faid

of giving advice,or perfons fignifying their
defire, about the molt common and trivial

th ings : as when Paul advi fes Timotby to

drink no longer water, but ufe a little w ine

for h is fiomach
’

s li ke 5 or when the fame

apoftle defires
‘I
’

imotby to bring the cloke and

parchments with h im that he left at Tram

1 71mm, 11. 2 3. 2 7711111611 iv. 13.
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380 Of avnRLAs
'

r rNo PunrsnMEN'

r s.
‘

or even (offer the works of h is hands to be

for ever miferable

To avoid the force of th is argument, fome

advocates for the doCtrine of eternal damna

tion fay, that EVERLASTING MISERY is not

an arbitrary pun ifhment byGod, but a na

tural confequence of fin, and agreeable to the

nature

A z ealous advocate for th is doctrine of Endlefs

Torments, before q uoted, tells us, that the inhabi

tants of the oldworld even FO RCED THE ALMIGHTY,

in vindication of h is jull ice, to cut them utterly 0 3
"

from the face of the earth . They had, by fuch long
repeated abominations, REDUCED HEAVEN Te r m s

UNAVO IDABLE DILEMMA, either of contending with

them by threatnings and pun ilhments, even to eter

n ity, had he continued them upon earth ; or elfe de

firoying them utterly out of th is world, and (hitting
the feene of thofe torments to the land of ETERNAL
HO RRO R.

”
And in another place he fays, thatWhe

ther the number of fmners who fall under the fentence

of ETERNAL MISERY be greater or lefs, it does not,
as is pretended, at all impeach the goodnefs of God,
becaufe it is a punilhment wh ich the objects of it even
r oRCED divine jull ice to infliét, and w ilfully called
down upon them felves, in fpite of every merciful me

thod of conviétion a thoufand times repeated. And I
“

doubt not,
”
fays our author, but the objects of th is

punifhmcnt w ill fully difcover its eq uitablenefs, ac

knowledgeGod
’

sjuflice in th isaffair, and even THANK

r ue ALMIGHTY that it was not, as to its kind and

DEGREE, of a more dreadful nature.

”

Yet, of thefe

tormentsh e tells us, that m duration theywill be end

let
'

s, and in DEGREE rNEe '

rELY GREAT .

Dofl n
'

ne sf m i le/3 Torment: f r eely and impartially debated,
(i t . By John Maud, M,A. Vicar qf St.Neots, (Sir.
p . 1 1 0, 398 and
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383 Of sm ear
-
ru e 1’v

then would tbe lot of poor m
fnn be ! Here

his day
s are few and ful l of formw , and,

fiy they, he is oompelled to live for era ,

that he may be i t ever mifemble.

I! th is was the deplorable oondition of our

(ponies, would not Adi/tan have 1n d greet tea-e

{on to reprefent the M man, Ada r, thus

expofiulating w ith h is Crea tor ?

Did 1 r eqaefl thee, Maker , f rom 07 thy

e ar n e s t n e s s ; '. Agm w i”

Gmtur r
’

d not tomy being ,
’

t~were 61 d r igbt

And equal, to rel at e me tomy dig/9,

Defirom to refiga and render beck

All I reeeiv
’

d unable toperf orm
7b terms too bard, by wbicb I was to bold

97» n Ifiagbt not. To tbe loj} qf tbai ,
Sufi imt penalty ! why bajl tbou added

972 fenfi qf eudlefi woes Inep
’

ed le

Tb jzf/Iieefiem
' a n ; e st a t e

INEXPL ICABLE indeed, were th is the cafe.

But we hope it has been evidently made to

appear,

FIRST, That thejufiice and glory of God
are fo far from requiring he lh ould punilh

fmners
ParadijeLed, book X .



Of m n ns
'

rm e PUNimMENTs. 383

finners and unbelieversw ith eternal torments,
that fuch punifhments would be direétly

'

contrary to both .

SECONDLY,
That notwithfianding very

great men, divines ef
p
ecially, may have

taugh t th is doctrine , yet i t is h igh ly probable

many of thefe have not believed it them

felves, but inculcated th is opinion for fame

particular purpofes ; and if they had believed

i t, that for very great perfbns to be mifiakcn

is not at all unufual.

a RDLY , That learned men do not agree,

whether thefe punifhments are
'

denounced

by fcripture or not : and if forne pafii ges
'

fhould feem verymuch to favour the O pin ion

that they are, yet as divers parts of fcripture

were certainly not given forth by divine in

fp iration, and others, according to the apofi le

P eter , are bard to be underfl oad , fuck

paflages may be jufi ly included among one

or O ther of thofe,and confeq uently not of

fufii cient authority in th is point : and indeed,

that no authority can be fufii cient to com

mand our afl
'

ent to what is contrary to the

efi
'

ential attributes of the Deity .

FOURTHLY,

t If any doarine is either mediatelyor immea

diatelycontrary to the moral attribute
s of God, the con.

fi q uence is, that fiach doél rine cannot be true ; nor can

any evidence (no not miracles themfelves) prove,
that



384. s vrnra sr tue Pum snMen '

r s.
’

FOURTRLY, It feems evident, that th is

belief is not (0 necefl
'

ary or efi
'

eétual as is

commonly though t, to deter men from being
w icked ; and that a doctrine fo contrary to the

divine goodnefs cannot be any ,part of the

foundation of a liberal and a true rel igion,

although it may of a flavi fh and a falfe one 5

that it is attended w ith many very bad con

fequences, particularly imbitteringmens lives,
creating in their m inds impious Op in ions of

theDeity, or rendering them atheifi s.

CERTAINLY, if we believe the world was

created and is governed by a being of infinite

power,wi fdom , and goodnefs, wemull allow,

that all abfolute evi l is necefi
'

ar ily excluded

from the univerfe ; and doubtlefs eternal mi

fery would be an evi l of th is kind.

Aw EsT IONmay here arife : Do we not

all experience many evils both phyfical and

moral i We do indeed ! And th is occafioned

fome perfons to imagine, tho
’

weekly, that

the world was created and is governed by
two beings, one good and the other bad :

and according to a common opinion among
the greater part of ch rifiians, who in words

difclaim th is doctrine, the world feem s di

vided, tho
’very uneq ually, between two fuch

powers I fay uneq ually for by the number

of
tuch a notion can come from God. 17» Scri ptu reDee

C. I. p. 5 .
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r s.
’

387
i t. The well-knownand good-natured 0p14

nion of O r igm was, that not only bad men,
but even devils fhould be finally happy.

S E C T I O ‘NLVII.

FTER all, fome may alk,
—Are the

good and the bad to fare a like in a

future fiate ? Before th is q uery is anfwered,
a previous q ueftion may be necefiary : Is it

not pofl i ble, nay, is it not h igh ly probable,
that the good only w ill arrive at a future

Rate ? O ne of the bell writers of our nation,

and perhaps of any other, feems at leafl:

much inclined to th is opin ion .

MR.Loeke
,
in h is treatife intitled Tbe Rea

finds/emf } qf Cbr z
'

fiiam
’

ty, Ess
i
e. fets out with

endeavouring to prove, that the penalty ih

curred byAdam and h is pofierity, on account

of the fin he comm itted, was not, as fome

will have i t, a (late of endlefs torments in

hell-fire, but death l iteral ly fpeaking. It

feems, fays th is author, a firange way
of underfiand ing a law, wh ich requ ires the

plainel
’
t and d irefi efi words, that by death

th oold be meant eternal life in m ifery.

Could any one be fuppofed by a law that

lays, For felony thou (halt die, not that he

C c a “w e.“



388 Of m a rr tne fl umsm u
'

rzfi

l ‘ fimuld lafe
'

:h is l ife. but he
'

lnnpt al ive i
'

n

perpetual eaquifitetorments ? Andm un

any ppe l think h imft lf fairly dealt w ith
that was

.

fo ufed h ?
”

Again , I mull

“ c onfefs -b y death h ere I can nnderfiand

noth ing but a ceafing to be And a

little furtlk rjh e lays, Immortality and bl ifs
belong to the righ teous ; but an exclufion

1 “ from PM ]? and a Loss or IMMDR
3 ‘ GAL-IT! is th e portion of fina cts

T n : fcriptures do .i a many places firvour

th is opinion,thatdeath ;literally(peaking, and

not eternal m ifery, as the portion of flamers :

but as we m ull acknowledge, that theft

.writings do alfp 1n other places fcem to afi rt

th e contrary, their authority therefore will
not, on th is occafion, be pleaded.

HOWE VER, we thall endeavour to dlr-“w,

.if the apofi
'le Paul meant, by God

’

s making
o ne vefi

'

el unto honour and another unto

d ilbonour, not that one man was defigned

m ly ibr everlafiing l ife and happinefs, and

another for death , but that one was made

fi r eternal b lifs, and another for eternal mi
rfery St. Paul would in that cafe appear to

:have given a molt {hooking account of the

Deity and h is dealings with h is creature

.man. . Migh t not man then, in the words

.the apoi ile puts . into . h is mouth,
°with ..g teat

f“ ; 8.

Y» Q. ‘ 5 ‘
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390 Of aven u e
/

me Penn an t s -

1153

have fuppofed, the apofile r
eally intended

vefi
'

els of dilh onour, and i vefi
'

els of Wh i ch,
"

m iferable, h e
‘

certainly had the greateft. felt»

[on hereto have faid as hed id fay in another

place before c ited, That wh ich I (peak,

I {peak i t not after the Lord, but as it

were feellthly 1
”

for (111e theLord never

taugh t,that hé timed wine men, nay, file

the greatefi part of
11115 1119 1161 to make them

cverlafiing
’

ly mi ferab lefi neither could it be

w ife in any one to fay {of Bitt if nothing
more was deligned by

Jebe
‘

apeflle than to

h1ew, that fome menwere formed to
‘

dieend

abfolutely
‘

eeéfe
'

to be and'others
,
tho

’

d id

to die, lhodld neverthelefs

petual happin
‘

efs ; th is woul d

cafe. And,
IF we (oppofe this to be the difl inétion

between th e good and the bad, the w ife and

the i l nwife, w 1ll not their h ates be yafl ly
different ? W ill not the latter be {efficiently
pun i lh ed, and yet w ithout cruelty, by the

lofs of immortal ity and eternal happinefs ?

I fay w ithout cruelty for if when men d ie

they ecafe to be, they are then no more mi

ferable than before they had a being.

BUT th is, it
‘

may be faid,
'

i s all conjeéture
—Very true: and what more than conjeéture
can be expedited on a fubjeétwh ich w il l not

admit



s n u sr-fire -Pum snmeur s. 39 :

admit ‘

of certainty,
'

and we have no real

knowledge concerning it ? But, pray, is not

th is a conjeéture beyond all comparil
'

on more

reafonahle, than to fuppofe a being of mn

Nr'r t: Goonnnss punifh ing h is creatures with

rurm t
'

r e TORMENTS ?

AN
'

D perhaps, after all, fome mens cei ling
to bemay t

'

r
'

ot, firié
'

tly and properly fpeaking,
’

be (0 much a punithment, as what nature

hath Tulijefi ed them to.

INDEED, if we take a view of the bulk of

mankind, their behaviour, diverfions, and
'

employments, how little do they appear like

IMMORTRL BEINGS?
TnAverln

'

nRs give accounts of many na

t ions, Who
'

lh ew but few figns of knowledge

beyond feveral kinds of the mere brute crea

tion : the principal difference between them

is of fhape, and that perhaps not always to

the advantage of the former ‘

, and fpeech ,
wh ich among fome of them

, particularly
theHottentotr, is extremely defeé

'

tive. The

common employment of many of thele

IMMO RTAL CREATURES is to defiroy
one another, to wh ich fame of th em are

C c 4. incited

1 In the opin ion of a late reverend and celebrated

author, one fpecies of brutes, at leafl , hath much the ad

vantage in th is refpeéi , and i n
'

molt other rel
'

peéts alfo .

See the account of horfes in Gulliver
’

s Travels, and how

much fuperior to fi boor they are th ere reprefcnted.
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398 Of ava t ar
-
t ine Ponum z nr si

c ity would. Yet we fuppofe the Alm ighty,

Whom , properly (peaking, none can injure,
doth not a& with [0 much ben ignity to us,

afi e
‘
acknowl edge lwe ought to do, nay as

many of us aéi ually do, by one another.

0 008 morn would all; a real good man,

if he doth not feel a molt exquifite pleafnre

in maki ng others happy i
’
or, were it in h is

power to make all mankind (0 , whether the

very though t would not be ravilh ing be

yond expreflion ? Yet we are not w illing to

allow th is difpofition to the r ounr a m or

c oo n n a s s ; but fuppofe, nay film , that

h e will condemn m il lions of
‘

m illions of h is

creatures to everlafiing m ifery. Surely, if

any O p in ion men form of the Deity can be
ofienfive to h im , th is mull: be fo in the

h ighefi degree.

TRUE it is, that all abfolute certainty con

cern ing a future (l ate is, for wi fe reafons no

doubt w ithheld from us neverthelefs it

certainly behoves every man [0 to oonduét

h im felf in th is l ife
, as if he were {are of

another.

Fon fuppofing there (hould be no future

Rate, but that man when he dies [hall ecafe

to

“ 1 Among other wife reafons, perhaps for th is ; that

_
if we were certain of palli ng, when we go hence, to a

{lateo f perfefi happinel
'

s, we 0to not have patience

to {lay here our allotted time.
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Of FA I TH, and

of proof ? yet th is is frequently the cafe in

A Dani/b m ifiionary alked fome Malab

r ian Etam ins, or Priolli,
if they could de

mop lh
'

ate th at tlp ir idols were
The Etam ins anfwered, that the matter be

ing (elf
- evident, wanted no proofs or demon

firations 11
. The fain e people boaflz, that

they have a law written byQod h im fd f ,

and theMobammedam a
’

fi
'

ert, that theirKoran

was (0 compofed
11
, Now the firft of theft ,

infiead of being a {elf-evident truth , is
evident falfehood, and the two lafi cannot

p
oflibly bé proved. Molt certain indeed it

i s that God, prope
rly and

firiél ly more w
'

r
'

ote books,
houfes, planted gardens,

0 5 0 5

IF form , of thofe, who call themfelves
chrill ians,would impartially and thoroughly

f examme their own doé
'

trines and creeds,
h owmanya

rt1cles,juft as true and demonq

firable as thofe of theMalaéar zam and Mo

bammedam above-mentioned, m ight they
find 1h th em ?

T11 11: commonand m
'

ol
'

t fuccefsful method
of ellab lilh ing faith in falfe faéi s and falfe

doctrines,

3 Conferences between the Dam/b Mulionaries and

theMalabar ian Bram ina, p . ppg
. Ibid. p . 83.

l' The Koran tranflated byMr. Sale, p. 170 .





Of FAITH, brad

THE love of wondering is alfo a m ighty
help to belief, and on fome fubjeé

’
ts is a much

th orter as well as a much furer way to it

than reafon ing :Tu ratiocinare, fays St.Arr/li ft,
ego fai rer ; di/jmta ta, ego credam.

FA ITH doth not only remove mountains,
but, wh ich is a much greater work, creates

abundance of th ings. What numbers of

m iracles, w iz ards, witches, p ecromanoera

apparitibns, demoniacs, 8 c. owe their very
being to faith ? No fooner did w e in th is

country ecafe to bel ievem them , but, w ith

u s, they ceafed to cxift : and mail certain it

is
, that if the people all the world over did

no longer bel ieve in them, they would like

w i fe lofe their exiftence every where.

CREDUL ITY is univer
‘fally regarded as a

mark of weaknefs, and greatly contemned in

every th ing except falfe religion. The reafon

why it is fo much recommended and extolled

in that is evident : an extravagant bel ief in

fools is the fource of an exorb itant power in

knaves.

THE
‘

cormption of the underfianding is

the generation of falfe faith : when the former

is thorough ly corrupted, what monfiers of

the latter doth it produce !

THERE are two cafcs in wh ich every man

(h ou ld be firiétly upon h isguard even againft
h imfelf : when he

'

believes what he very
much
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true, and of which they are able to form 11

judgment.
WHENwe have duly, deliberately, and to

the utrh ol’t of our
“

ability confidered a
’

ny faéts

or pr0pofition
'

s propounded to us, the opi
h ion wefhall be of, Wheth er thefe are true

or falfe, is not in our power; If we pafs any

judgment at
“

all, (for fomet imes we a re fo in
fufpence as to form none) it mu ll be as the

evidente orproof appear
'

s to us. For asMr.
Locke v

'

er
'

yjultly obferves, O urw ill hath

no powér to
'

determine thE ‘ ltno lcdge of
u
them 1nd one wayof theother; Nomore

than in ob
'

j
'

e

'

él s of fight i t depends on the
f r w i ll to fee that black Wh ich appears

‘

y
‘

el

low,
or 111

‘

fc
‘

elihg to perfuade ourlEIVcs
“
that What fcalds us feels cold ”Th is

being reallythe cafe refpeé
’

tingbelief, where
in doth the merit of faith

“
c

‘

onfifi ? or how

can wejufily be blame-worthy or pu
‘

nilliable

for the want of it ?
'

I iv real ity, the whole nler it of faith , on

wh ich fbin
’

e lay lo rfiuch
,

ll refs', teems en
'

tir
'

eli toconfill in filing all the t
’
rlth h s ifi our

power tightly informed, and receiving
ti'dib in the late of it. And °bl

'

adle 61“ 151)

nilhril ent. tar
-“

just tenem e
'

cab only hemay

Ineui rEd,wheh the means (i f
“

obtain ing faith

are iii r
'

efu
’

fed.
‘

Is it nO t h igh ly
unreafonablc

Ej byconcerningHunian
i

ll it‘dixfildi idi figh h mfi hA x



Drv Kuw ai t “ 491
unreafonable then

_

to fuppofeand teach , that

God w ill arbitrari ly reward or punith men
for what is out of their power ?

THE seward of faith, and pun ithment for

the Want o f it, apparently confifi in the dif-o

ferent coconfeq uences attending the one and

the other. For example : if aperion believes
that an alm igh ty being of infinite w ifdom

and goodnefs created and governs all th ings,
then, i f he th inks co

nfi
‘fiently, h is Opinion

will be, that there i s a general harmony 1n

the un iverfe ; and as this being certainly de
figned final s creatures to

whom he al fiate and rendered

capable of happ inefs,. that noth ing can poi}

fibly difappoint the defigns of Omnipotence,
O n the contrary, thofe who do not believe

the world was thus cneated, may perhaps
imagine, that bl ind chance, (wh ich , by the

way,
"

is a non- entity)governs it, and confe

q uently, that the whole w ill end in confu

fion, ,
unhapp inefs, or ann1h ilation . O r, if

any (hould entertain a belief, that an EVJL

DEMONcreated and go
'

yernsall things, fuch

perfons w i ll be in dread bf EVERLASTING
MISERY. Thus we fee, that a rational

faith 1s rewarded w ith hope and tranq uillity
.of mind, and the want of 1t is pun ith ed with

defpair, and great uneafinefs or to {peak

Dd 4 more



Of FAITH, and

more properly, thefe are the natural confe

q uences of them .

AGAIN, if one man bel ieves, that a tem

perate, virtuous courfe of li fe is efl
'

ential to

happinefs, and another does not th ink fo ;

the bel1ever, if he lives and aéts according

to h is faith , w i ll probably be rewarded w ith

better health , more cficem among good men,

a clearer and more vigorous under
‘fianding,

and w1th longer life alfo, than he would

otherwife have enjoyed ; and likew ife w ith
fatisfaétion and peace of mind in th is world,

befide what he may expeCt and hope for in

the next. But the infidel w ill in many re
-i

fpeéts be an aétual futferer here, befides the
‘

dread he may be m of punifhment hereafter.

Thus we fee faith as well as virtue is its own

reward, and infidelity as well as vice carries

its own pun ifhme
'

nt w ith it.

WHEN a firange and improbable faélt, or

an ab l’rrufe propofition w h ich men do not

underfiand, is propounded to them as an ar

ticle of faith , and by an authority they reve

rence, or there is danger in difbelieving, they
are frequently, by awe or fear, deterred from

exam in ing : in th is cafe, tho
’

they ever (0

ftrongly declare they bel ieve, and even fancy
they do fo, yet the truth is, they neither be

”

l ieve nor dilbelieve. And th is is really the

condi tion
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DIVINE REVELATI ON. 41 !

told me they were eye
-w itnefi

'

es .

‘

of . theft
faéi s, I lh ould not give the leaf! credit to

them and yet here is no logical contrat

dié’rion ; but there is neverthelefs fuch a corn

tradiétion to common fenfe and univerffl

experience, that I fhould th ink itmuch more

l ikely all thefe people told lies, or were fome

h ow impofed on, than that thefefiories th ould.

be true.

It“ the mod learned men in theWorld were
to affirm, that one and the fame body oeous.

p ied two d ifferent places at the fame time, I

m igh t th ink them mad, or that they cutlets

toured to impofe upon me ; but what they
affirmed would not obtain the leaft degree of

credit, becaufe I know th is to be impaflible.

Again ,

SUPPOSE I th ould find it w ritten in any
book, or in ten thoufand books, or know it

to be a doctrine taught by all the churches

in

o thers by St.Antoniu s, the molt learned and holy bilh0p

of Florence and was fo famous in Br i ttany, where it was

done, that the people flocked from far and near to fee
‘

th e ch ild. And itfeems worthyof being remarked, that
th is author, who appears to havebeen a man of fenfe

and learn ing, produces the abotie - lncntioned miracles,
and many others eq ually abfurd and extravagant, as nu

deniable proofs that the Ran i/b religion is the only true

one, and complains molt heavily of the bl indnefs or

fenfelefs fi upidityof heretics, whowill notb e convinced

by 1
‘

uch infiances of the clear fun-thineofGod
’

s glory.
”

Ibid. p . 489.



4 1 2 Of FA I T H,
and

in Ch ri l’rendom , that although God was a

being of infin ite goodnefs, yet he pun ifh ed

h is creatures
'
w ith infin ite torm ents I could

nOtw ithftanding believe no other, but that

th is w as a falfe opinion ,
becau fe it included

a man ifelt contradiétion , arfi greatly dero

gated from the honour of the Deity.

IF men can
,
in any fenfe, befaid to credit

a fact wh ich they th ink improbable, or afi
'

ent

to th e truth of a propofition they do not un

derfl and, th is muft proceed from an opin ion

that the relator or propofer wi ll not deceive

them, and is more properly a belief in h im

than of the faé
’

t or propofition itfelf and

th is, many times, is rather a fufpence of m ind,

or n ot entirely d ifbelieving, than really and

th orough ly believing . But if what is pro
-e

pofed for mens belief appears
“

to them ah

folutely impolii ble, let i t come from w hat

authority foever, they cannot receive it for

truth

If a perfon unacq tgainted w ith the nature of fluids;
and who has not feen the following experiment, lh ould

be told by a ph ilofopher, that a tube of water only one

inch diameter would preCs upon the bottom of a vell
'

el

three feet diameter, w ith the fame force as a p illar of
water equal m heigh t to the water in the tube , and of a

bafe eq tial to the bottom of the veli
'

cl, and th is perfon

gave credit to th is paradox, it would be almoft entirely
ow ing to the opin ion he enter tained of th e know ledge

and veracity of the relator, and therefore much more pro

perly a belief in h im than of the faét.
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11 1v Rt vn EA
'

T
’

toN. 4 1 5

fays, we
'

mufi be fore that it be a divine

revelation ,
‘

and thht we underfiand it r igh t,
'

°

elfe we fhall ei po
'

fe '

ourfelves to all the
”

ex

n'avagancy of enthufiafm , a nd all the error
“
of wrong pr inciples Th is afi

'

uranee,

upon wh ich to much depends, is attended

with
‘ difii culties

'

indbed, foch difficulties as

many people
' feein not aware of.

Th e very perlhns
'w ho are

' favoured, or

fop
’

pofe
e

tbe
'

y
~

are
~Pavouréd w ith extraordinary

divine revelations h r
,
inl

'

pirations, i f they
would t h ink (Oberly and rationally, mutt

find it extremely difficult to be certain , that
thefe really

r

are what they,in1agine them to

be. The firongeft p erfuafion in thei r own

minds that they are from God, withoutfume
other evidence, is no m anner of proof th is

both reafon and experience evidently deman
firate. For it is . impofl i ble, that any

xmen

can h ave fironger perfuafions in their own

minds of b eing divinely infpired, even fo

{trong as to lay down their lives in proof of

it, than -multitudes of enthufiafl s have h ad,
wh o -me re neverthelefs mofi zapparently

-m ifv

taken.

‘ O f th is truth the Anabaptiti s of

Maw , the Qamfiards in France, the Eifrh .

monarchy
-mm among ourl

'

ely
'

es, .and m ay
other , fanatics are flagrant inflances,
THERE fcom therefore :to “

be no
, gegg ifn

m idqnces of the real ityof extraordinary d i vine

revelations
r [i f] . vol . II. p . 2 87.



4 16 Of FA l T I-I, and
revelations or infp irations but m iracles, and
th is undoubtedly was Mr. Locke

’
s op in ion .

We fee
,

”

faith he
, the holy men of old,

who had revelations from God, had fome

th ing elfe befides that internal l igh t of

afi
'

urance in their own m inds to teftify
that it was from God. They were not

left to their own perfuafions, that thofe

perfuafions were from God, but had out

ward figns to convince th em of the author

of thefe revelations. And when they w ere

to convince others, they had a power given

them to juftify the truth of their comm if
fion from heaven , and by vifible .figns to

ailert the divine authority of a m efiirge

they were fent w ith . Mq/ér faw the buih

burn w ithout being confumed, and h eard

a voice out of i t. Th is was fometh ing
befides finding an impulfe upon h is m ind

to go to Pbaraob, that he m igh t bring h is

breth ren out of Egypt 5 and yet he though t

not th is enough to authorife h im to go

w ith th is mefl
'

age,
’

till God, by another

m iracle of h is rod turned into a ferpent,

had aflured h im of a power to tefi ify h is

m ifii on by the fame m iracle repeated be

fore them whom he was fent to

INASMUCH then as, according to th is great

mall ’s Opinion , m iracles were necefiitry to

teitify

ch . 1 9 . 9 31 k
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mum . Ret en t i on.

”

But we thould cenfider, that the defigns of
an ALL-W ISE and ama teur ? being cannot

pofii bly be difappointed : therefore we may
‘

be certain the molt proper
'

methods are al

ways taken to accompliih them. How their

can we conclude otherwife, than that, ao

cording to the above-cited texts of fcrip
ture, what is neceflitry, refpeéting mens fab

vation, for
'

every man to know, is to every
man revealed ?

In any particular perfon, w ithout giving
full and fatisfaétory proof of h is authority,

pretends, that the m ind and w ill of God,
refpeéting what others are to believe and

perform, is revealed to h im, would it not be

joft and proper for thefe to fay P—If God ree

q uires th is belief and performance of us, no

doubt but h e w ill reveal to us that he hath

fo done, and when he doth we w ill believe

and obey.

AMONG a feé
’

t of en thufiaii s, who were

great afi
'

erters of and pretenders to immediate

d ivine
‘

revelation, there happened to he a.

very handfome man of an eafy fortune : a

certain woman of the fame feét, much inn

ferior to h im both in perfon and circum

fiances, became enamoured of th is man, (an

incident as common, at lead , with faints as

finncrs)and told h im the Lord had revealed

i s her that he was to be her bulband. Very

E fi 2 “ fig s
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E S S A Y VIII.

O N T H E

I N F L U E N C E

NA T U
’
R A L T EMP E R

Mankind one dayfirene andf ree appear
The next they

’

re cloudy, jitllen, andfe
'vere r

New pafi
'

onr new opinionsji i ll exci te,
And what they like at noon, they hate at night.

Garth
’

sDi fpenfary, Canto III.

F it be true that Democr itar was always

laugb ing at the world , and Heracli tus
always weeping over it, th is difl

'

erent beha

v iour was much more ow ing to the difi
'

eren t

tempers of thefe ph ilofophers, than that the

world is a proper objeét of coufiant (corn or

furrow .

WHAT a deligh tful place is th isworld fays

one man What a fcene of m ifery! fays ao
other : yet both in health , and the former

lives in a cottage, and the latter in a palace.

How





O n the lurw w ce

Nan: itaque er tier/it: a ec tera ludiera pone

Quid veram arguedecent euro e: raga, ci onu is in boo[can
Condo et compono, quiz mox depronrerepoflim

FROMwhence did it proceed that Era/bi ll:
acknowledged, if he were put to the trial of

{offering martyrdom for h is religion, he be

l ieved he ihould im itate St. Petp
' ? and that

Lntber ,when told by h is friends, if he went

to the diet of”form , he would [h ate the fame
fate with jobn Haj}, who was burnt alive

for a heretic, anfwered, he would go thither,

(to defend h is religious opinions) if “

there

were as many devils comb ined againfi h im

i n that city as tiles upon the houfes ?
WHY isDr. flamingly

z ealous ? And why does he treat every one.
who differs from h im in opinion, w ith afpe

rity and abufe ? And why doth the bithop
“ e ar n e st n e s s : behave to all men and

all parties with afi
'

abi lity and humanity
?

W HAT may be the reafon that the Rev.

Mr . H4“ 4"
y endeavours to terrify h is

auditors into the belief and praCtice of reli

g ion by telling them , that hell is opening
h er mouth to {wallow them up in endlefs

perdition , the indignation of an alm igh ty
God ready to fall upon them , and worfe than

ten thoufand falling m ill- (tones, ready to

grind
Lib. 1. ep. 1.
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of estr ou s. Tow ing :

6)weMar got, laM i l Jen ni/i lk,

VESPASIAN, when at the point of

death, in ridicule of that co lhem among the

Romans hf deifying their emperors as than as

they were dead, faid to thofe about h im ,

I find I am beginning to be aGod.

”

RABE LAIS made as m uch a jolt of

death as he had done of l ife : being very near

h is end, cardinal Du Bellay fent h is page to

inquire after h is h eal th . Tell my lord,
"

faid he, in what eireumftances thou

findeli me I am juft going to take a leap
.

in the dark, 7c m
’

en tray chfi cher un grand

peuteflr e let down the curtain , the farce

is done. A little before th is he called

for h isdom ino (a, fort of hood worn by fome
ecclelia

‘

fiics)faying, Putm e on my dom ino,

I w il l die in it, for, heati gui in DOMINO
’

mor iuntnr .

”

WHENSir ThomasMore, in order to fufl
’
et

'

death , was afce
'

nding the fcafi
'

old
, it Teemed

'

fo weak, as
‘

to be in danger of falling : upon

wh ich , turn ing brifkly to the officer who at

tended hi m, I pray,
” faid he, fee me

fafe up, and for my com ing down, let me

fh ift .And ! after laying h is
head uponehe b lock, he had the executioner

fiay l
’till he had put afide h is beard, faying,

“ i ff hat.had newt comm itted anym i en .

"

3
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434. O n the INFLUENCE

long enough , for he fhould die unconquered

then he gave leave to extra& the weapon,

and immediately expired . How {h all we

account for the d ifferent conduét of thefe

em inent perfonages on the fame occafion ?

And to what {hall we afcribe that remark

able equan im ity {o con fpicuous in all the be

haviour and aetions of Epaminondai

CHARLES XII, k ing of Sweden, when

but a boy, infifted with the greatefi heat and

obfiinacy againfi the q ueen h is grand
-mother,

that the blue coat h e had then on was black.

Another time, upon her not immed iately
open ing the door of her chamber at h is te

q uefi, he ran h is head w ith luch violence

againlt i t, that h e fell down fenfelefs. In

h is adult age he inti tl ed, that a wall wh ich

h is fledge
-horfe had run againfi, fhould be

pulled down, that he m igh t have h is w i ll of

driving over it. Another time he would

make h is horfe bend and craw l along w ith

h im through a low paffage, where, had the

h orfe railed itfelf ever lo l ittle, he muft i n

fallibly have loft h is li fe Do we not

plainly fee from thefe i nfiances of obfiinacy
and violence in th is prince

’

s ch ildhood and

youth , to what the extreme del ight h e al

ways took in war, and that frantic and furious

beh aviour

Tras els through German] , C96. By 7. G.M r ,

701. I. p. 1 58.



of NATURAL TEMPER. 43 5

behaviour at Bender , wh ich occafioned the

Turks to call h im Head of Iron , and indeed

the whole conduct of h is life was ow ing ?

and, in particular, why he was {0 remark

ably vindiétive, implacable, and tyrann ical

CAIUS GRACCHUS was a perfon of

very extraordinary abilities, but in continual

broils. It is obferved of h im , that h is coun

tenance, gefiure, and motion were earnefl:

and vehemen t : when he harangued the peo

p le, he would walk about the rofl rum , and

in the heat of h is orations pull h is gown off

h is (boulders, and was the firft among the

Romans who ufed fuch geflures. Being,

when purfued by h is enem ies, deferred by
thole he expefi ed would have defended h im

again l
’
r the fenate, i t is reported h e prayed

earnefily to the goddefs Diana , that the

Roman people, as a pun ilhmen t for their in

g ratitude and treach ery, m igh t remain in

perpetual flavery. Does it not evidently
appear to what caufe the violence o f Goias

’

s

behaviour and aétions, and in a great mea

fure h is unhappy end, m igh t be jul
’
tly at

tributed

BOMPONIUSATTICUS lived at a time
w hen the commonwealth of Rome

“

was torn

to pieces by civi l wars : he engaged in none

of them , nor fided w ith any of the contend

ing parties, but was beloved by Pompey,
F f 2



436 O n the INFLUENCE

Ceej
'

ar , Mark Antony, and Brutus. When
Attie‘us wasyoung, the fweetnefs of h is afpeé

'

t

and elocution was very remarkable. And it

i s recorded of h im , by C. Nepos, that he
never managed a crim inal ,procefs againfi any

one, nor fubfcribed to an accul
'

ation , or ever

went to law . If much of th is conduét

m igh t be ow ing to prudence, is it not appa

rent that much alfo was ow ing to natural

temper
? Nay, may we not afcribe great part

of the former to the latter ?

WHAT rendered Sardanapalus, Tiber ius

Cafar , Heliogahaius, popeAlexander VI, and
h is (on i ar Borg ia, w ith multitudes more,

fuch prodigies of w ickednefs ? And what

caufed Titus Vefi a/ian, Marcus Antoninus,

Adr ian, Ar ifl ides, and a few others among
the great, to be fuch lh in ing examples of

virtue .
P

ALTHOUGH it is as natural for mofi men

to be w icked as for the {parks to fly upward,

yet there are a (m all number naturally good .

They are, by nature, fo h appily formed that

every th ing indecent, confeq uently all vice,

is {hocking in their fight : to them

Vi ce i s a mon/fer ofjhf r ightful rnein,
As, to he hated, needs but to hejéen

And to fuch virtue appearswith a molt am i

able afpeét.
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O n the INFLUENCE

not w ithout remedy. It has been elfewhere

obferved, that Socrates, tho
’

one of th e molt

v irtuous perfons the gentile world bath to

boaft of, yet acknowledged, that h e was

natural ly inclined to be vicious.

PHOCION appeared by nature to be au

ftere and morofe, infomuch that h e was

h ardly ever (em to laugh ; yet on many cc

cafions fh ewed remarkable m ildnefs and

comm and of temper . At a time when he

was fpeaking to the people of Athens, on a

fubjeét of great pub lic concernm ent, he was

very rudely interrupted and grofly abufed by
an unm annerly orator : Phocion fat down

’

till

th is fellow had done ; then tofe up, and pro

ceeding w ith h is difcourfe, took no more

notice of any th ing the orator h ad faid than

i f he had not heard h im . As th is adm irable

man was pafi
'

mg to the place of h is execu
tion ,

one of the rabble fpit m h is face : upon

wh ich Phoeion, turn ing to the officers, only

faid, W i ll nobody correét th is fellow
’

s

rudenefs ?
”

And when juft before h is
death a friend alked h im if he would fend

any m efl
'

age to h is fon ;
“ Yes

, by all means,

faid he, command h im from me to for

get the Athenians i ll treatment of h is

father.

IT is not uncommon for great virtues and

great vices to exifi in the fame perfon : when

the
Ej izys and Letter s on var ious Salinas.



of NATURAL TEMPER.

the former predom inate, they many times, in

a confiderable degree at leali , fubdue the

latter, and form a worthy and an excellent

Charaéter : wh en the latter gain an afeen

dency, the form er are freq uently deitroyed

or rendered ufelefs, and the whole man is

then fo contam inated as to become a mere

mafs of corruption . Wh ere there are fome

good qualities, an early cultivation of them

by ufeful precepts and examples, and inuring
the pofi

'

efi
'

or to righ t habits, may be attended

w ith the molt h appy confeq uences. But

where nature has fupplied no proper mate

rials, noth ing that i s valuable can ever be

created.

O N the whole, it feems evident, that mens

conduét and opin ions alfo are greatly in

fluenced by th eir natural difpofitions, and

that happinefs dependsmuch m ore upon our

tempers than on our underftandings : far we

fee many perfons of the belt fenfe, tho
’

in

h ealth and plenty, exceedingly unhappy ;

but very few fo, in the l ike circumfi ances,

who are remarkably good
- natured. Indeed,

that q uick fenfibility wh ich generally ascom

panics fine fenfe, notw ith ltanding it may
afford fome peculiar pleafures to thofe who

pofi
'

efs it, yet oftentimes contributes to render

them uneafy and uncom fortable.



44°

0 R A T I 0 N

I N P R A I S E O F

D'E C E I T and L Y I NG

Delivered before a

Mixed and numerousAffembly of both Sexes.

DuCE 1 T being the O rator.

O TWITHSTANDING the h igh

rank and dign ity of our fam i ly, its

great antiq uity, our exterifive domin ion, and
the general u fe we are of to all orders and

degrees of men in every profefii on , art, and

trade
,

and in almolt all negotiations and

tranfaétions of the world ; yet (0 far are we

from obtain ing thofe honours and praifes we

fo jufily merit, that we are uniVerfally de q

cried
If Although the author of thi s trifle is well aware how

greatly it molt (offer by being named w ith Erafm
’

;

Mor ia Enconzium, yet he chufes to acknowledge the
h int was taken from that celebrated performance ; by
wh ich he hopes the defigning part w i ll be fufi c iently
warran ted, however unworthy o f the h ighly

-finilhed
al ight“ th is flight attach may be in the execution.
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446 An O nn ‘

r rou in P ru]?

fu r not : and when he lnd tnrned in unto

her, into the tent, the oovered h im wi th a

mantle. And he faid unto her, Give me,

I pray thee, a little water to drink, for I
“
am th irfiy and the Opened a bottle of

m ilk, and gave h im drink and covered

h im . Again he faid unto her, Stand in

the door of the tent, and it (hall be, when

any man doth come and inq uire of thee,

and fl y, Is there any man here ? that thou

{halt fay, No. Then ffael took a nail of

the tent, and took an hammer in her hand,

and went foftly unto h im , and (more the

nail into h is temples, and fafiened i t in to

the ground : (for he was fafl: afleep and

weary) to he died .

WHAT a noble aetion was here!and how

defervedly extolled, even to th is day, altho
’

performed above three thoufand years fince!

IN the fong of Deborah and Barak it is

faid, Blefl
'

ed above women {hall jar] the
wife of Heber the Keaite be, blefi

'

ed (hall

th e be above women in the tent. He
aflced water, and th e gave h im m ilk, (he

brough t forth butter in a lordly dith . She

put her hand to the nail, and her righ t
d

hand to the workmens hammer : and w ith

the hammer the (mote Sijéra , the fmote

off h is head, when (he had pierced and

th icken through h is temples. At her feet

he
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of DECEIT and LYING} 45 1

their novelty : and furely you need not be

told, that novelty is the very cfi
'

ence of plea

fore. She would alfo add, that you often

go to them more for falh ion fake, or becaufe

you do not know what in the world elfe to

do w ith yourfelves or your time, than for

any real deligh t you find in them .

AFTER th is unpol ite and uncourtlymanner

would Truth be finding fault w ith your con

dudt and behaviour. But as for me, dear

ladies, I vow and protefi.

You have nof aults, or I no f ault: earljjly ;
You are all beauty, or all blindmf r 1

E tvou GH doubtlefs. having been (aid to

th ew wh at obligations you,
ladies, are under

to our fam ily, and con fequently, whether

the preference be in juftice due to Truth or

to Us, I mufi now therefore apply again prin

cipally to the male part of th is allembly.

WHETHER we were of any fervice to the

Leader and Lawgiver of the I {hall

leave you , my auditors, who have read your

b ibles
, to judge. Certain it is that to other

Legiflators, fuch asLycurgm ,
Numa,Mabomez‘,

and many m ore, we h ave afforded great

afl ifiance, in making the people believe, that

the religions and polities they infiituted were

of divine appointment.
-As to Kings, there

G g 2 is

5“ Codr inglon, to the author of theDifpeafarv.



45 2
'

An O RAT ION in P raf/i:

is a maxim wh ich fays, He who knows

not how to difl
'

emble or deceive, knows

not how to reign .

’

Tis plain, moft k ings

are firiCt obfervers of th is maxim : for they

make it their principal bufinefs to deceive

one another, and their fubjeéts alfo 5—th ink

ing, no doubt, that he who deceives molt

reigns belt. And in a due obfervance of our

d iétates they are imitated, if not out- done,

by the generality of their Courtiers, whofe

unwearied endeavours are to deceive both

prince and people.

THE Ambafl
'

adors of princes, who are their

reprefentatives, do generally, as in duty bound,
exaél ly copy after their confiituents : a very
confiderab le one amongi

’
t the former has ac

knowledged, and left upon record, that th ey
are employed by fovereigns to lye for th eir

matters

IF Truth were here prefent, as I hepe {he

i s not, for I own I have a mortal averfion to

h er, th e would plead, that it is the true inte

reft of kings, princes, and Rates, as wel l as of

courtiers and all private andparticularperfons,
firidtly to follow her. But I hope you w i ll

not be fo m illed, or pay the lonfi regard to

what [he fays. Sure I am , that experience is

nga in ft her, and a vaftmajority of mankind,
who certainly have a righ t to determine every

th ing.
SirW a f fl e!“
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454. Mr: O RAT IONin P rof/é
endeavour to perfuade h is mailer, that he

m igh t enjoy h im felf better in peace than in
war; and that noth ing could be more unjufl:
than to deprive other fovereigns of their legal

dom in ions, or of greater prejudice to h is own
fubjeé

’
ts th an to engage them in unnecefl

'

ary
wars What, I fay, would become of a courtier
who fh ould give fuch pacific advice to foch

a warl ike prince ? The belt he could expect

would be an immediate difm ifl i on from all

employment. And thus,
’

tis more than ten

to one, it would fare w ith any, who, in the

two follow ing cafes, (hould advife fo profufe

or covetous a prince to refl rain h is pern icious

appetites, and not burden the people w ith too

h eavy taxations
- not to flay, tho

’

h e m ight

lh ear h is flocks. Now,
what a m elt vexa

tions th ing it is for a courtier to be turned

out of place, and loft:all the pleafures, profits,

and emoluments thereunto annexed, is better

felt than defcribed ! I doubt not, my lords

and gentlemen , for fuch I perceive I am

h onoured w ith as h earers, but fome of you

very
deligned to do when he had conquered them And the

k ing fhew ing h im how one conqueft would produce

others, W hat, faid (l inear, (h all we do after all thefe

are finifhed ? W e w ill then, anfwered Pyrrbm , enjoy
the pleafures of peace and repofe. And what, 0 king,

replied Cinear, h inders our doing (0 now, wh ile they are

in our power ; fince by engaging in war we may be ut

terly deprived of them ? Lit}. l . 1 2 , c. 1 9 . See alfo

P latarcb, in the l ife of Pyrrhus.



qf Dncnt
'

r and LYING 45 ?
very

'

fenfibly feel th is corroding evil, with all

i ts molt mortifying circumflances.

As to Prophets, many of them are our

confiant followers, and have their fole de

pendence upon us. Thus faith yeremiab, who
was h im felf an em inent prephet : From the

prophet even to the priefl , every one

dealeth falfely Again , Then the

Lord faid unto me, The prophets prophefy
lyes in my name : I fent them not, neither

h ave I commanded them , neither fpake

unto them : they prephefy unto you a falfe

vifion and divination , and a th ing of nough t,
and the deceit of their h eart

O F the twelve Apofl les,
—one deceitfully

denied, and another bafoly betrayed h is

mailer.

WERE I now to relate all the ufe we have

been of to Saints, I fhou ld wear out my lungs

and tire your patience : a few h ints mufl:

therefore fufli ce. Plain it is, moft of thefe

h oly men though t it extremely meritor ious

to lie for religion .

S'

r . jet
-

om, one of the molt learned and

em inent among them , tells us, in h is l ife of

Paul the herm it,
“

that a raven conflantly

brought h im half a loaf of bread every day

during fixty years for h is fubfiftance in the

w ildernefs, except when St. d arany came to

G g 4. Vifit

c yerrmlal) eh . vm. to.
3 Ibid. ch. xiv.
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particular faints ?when it is fo notor ious what

uafi afli ltance we have given to many of

firm ), who have not fcrupled to pledge

their faith for the truth of fadts, wh ich no

man of fenfe can believe, and wh ich their

warmelt adm irers are forced to give up as

fabulous and when St. j erorn has

confided, that he did not find fault w ith

an error, wh ich flows from an hatred of

the 7m m, and a pious z eal for the chrifiian
'

faith

RELIGI ON, as it was taugh t and praéti fed

almoft th roughout the world for thou fands

of years, and as now profefl
'

ed and managed

in molt countries, was and is entirely of our

contrivance and invention . To whom were

th e heathens obliged for their facrificbs, luf
~

trations, auguries, prophecies, oracles, and all

their other religious ceremon ies and obfer

vances, as well as their omens and m iracles?

Nay, towh om did their very gods them felves
owe their ex ifience . And to wh om , I pray,
are multitudes commonly called ch rifiians

beholden for all the m iracles they h ave

coined, and the number of religious doéh ines

and practices they have invented ? Who
s made legions of faints out of fools, madmen,

and fcoundrels ? and then afcrihed fo many
m iracu lous

5 Dr.Mddlerm
’

s Inquiry, Ur. p. 1 2 9 . Oper .

T. IV. p. 1 1 3. fromDr.Middkton
’

s lnquirygp. 1 2 8.
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All that a man hath wi ll he give for h is

life ?

O F what fingular fervice have we been to

Hifiorians How many omens wh ich fign i

fied noth ing, h ow many prodigies that never

happened, how many wonderful feats wh ich

were never performed, have we furn ifh ed

them w ith to embellilh their h ifiories ?What
O pportun ities of grati fying their malice, te

venge, partiality, and party prejudices have
we afforded them 3And as toDedicators, the

obligations they lie under to us are innu

merable. W hat contributions have they
raifed through our afl ifiance, by afcrib ing
courage to cowards, learn ing to dances, w if

dom to fools, and generofity to n iggards in

a word, bellow ing every good q uality and

every am iable accompli ihment on thofe who

w ere entirely defiitute of all that was valuable

or praife
-worthy P

THE vafi ufe we are of toMerchants and

Tradefmen of all forts is known full wel l, and

v irtually acknow ledged by them in a prover

b ial faying, That there is a cheat in all trades

but their own . In China every merchant

h as th ree forts of weigh ts ; one h eavy for buy
ing, another ligh t for felling, and a th ird of

the true fiandard for thofe people who w i ll

not be deceived. Are not falfe weigh ts and

meafures, as well as other deceitful dealings,

common
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fi
celebrate as much as pofl i ble th e charaéters

of all th ofe on your own fide, efpecially th e

great and leading men
'

and to b lacken and

v ilify the reputations of all who oppofe you .
7

For thefe excellent purpofe
'

s doyou not fram e

and propagate party
- lyes, nO t only w ithout

fcruple or remorfe
,
but

‘

eVEh w ith the greatefl:

alacrity and pleafure ? And do not th e m ofi

na ive, who are thus laudablyemployed, efpé

c ially i f th ey acq uit themfelves With
'

art and

ability, meet wi th
“

the applaufes of tlieir party,
and oftentim

‘

es all
'

o w ith more fubfiantial re

Wards? If the cue be given byyour leaders
-

arid

directors to teach that an arbitrarym
'

onarch
’

y
is more for th

'

e
'

benefit of a nation than a li

m ited monar
'

chy , that a
'

l
‘

arg
'

e {landing army,

in time of peace, is necelfary to preferve the

people
’

s liberties, and a m ilitia defirué
'

tive of

them , thatm fuch acountryhs Br i tain , wh ich

abounds w ith great numbers of {tout ab le

bodied young men, fit for the molt a8 1ve and

laborious employments, it is neverth elefs 1m

practicable to form a numerous and ufefu l m i

l itia : or if i t fh ould be though t conven ien t to

afl
‘

ert, that luxury and extravagance conduce

to independency, thatbribery and corruption

are neceflary to th e chufihg a proper and uh

corrupt reprefentative of the people : if th efe,
or any oth er propofitions of a l ike nature and

tendency, are to be proved, would many of

you
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