






PRE FAC E

OR three and a half cen turies the Almanack has
been the most popular book in the E ngl ish lan
guage ; and together wi th the B ible has been
the basis of practically every household l ibrary
in th is coun try ; in fact in the seven teen th and

e ighteenth cen turies these two books were pro
bably the entire l ibrary ofmany fami l ies.

The idea of th is monograph is to give , by means of b ibl io
graphy, the h istory of E ngl ish printed Almanacks and Prognosti

cation s from the ir ' commencement to the time when they had
become recogn ized as necessary annual books of reference . The

final date ( 1 600) is fixed for two reasons : firstly , in 1 599 , with
Watkins’death ,1 the partnersh ip in the printing ofannual Almanacks
and Prognostications, be tween R ichard Watk ins and James Roberts,
came to an end : and secondly, to continue a ful l b ibl iography of
these books for another cen tury wou l d enta il a volume ful ly twice
as large again as this, and would add very l ittle more h istorical

As ed it ions for the year 1 600 are known with the imprin t of both Watk ins and
Robe rts and ass igned by Roberts alone, we may presume Watkins’death took place
about the m iddle of 1 599.
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information ,
wh ich cannot be obta ined, easi ly, by anyone who

takes an interest in the subj ect.
The b ibl iograph ical description s have been confined to the

cop ies or fragmen ts, wh ich I know exist or have existed in th is
coun try with in the last few years ; but there is also added a li st of
those ed itions, wh ich are known to have been issued during the
period under review,

mentioned by rel iable sources. N o attempt
has been made to run to earth cop ies or fragments, wh ich may be

in American or the large Con tinental Libraries .

A table is added at the end of the book con tain ing the

Domin ica] Letters and the dates of E aster and Adven t, wh ich may

be of assistan ce in dating future fragments .

I am ful ly cogn izan t that anyone e lse could have wri tten th is
book infin itely better than the writer, and I apologize for all

m istakes , both of om ission and commiss ion , wh ich may be found ;
but I woul d ask the reader before con demn ing it too severely to
remember that the information ,

with regard to the books them
selves, has had to be obtained , in most cases, from un ique and

tattered cop ies or from veri table fragmen ts, some of wh ich are not

more than two inches square .

I am indebted to many who have assisted me
, by in formation

and in other ways
,
in the comp ilation of th is book ; espe c i ally my

thanks are due to Mr . A . W . Pol lard , who has most k indly ed ited
the whole book and thereby greatly improved it ; had he not

used the “
ed itorial blue penc i l ” wi th con siderable vigour, the

reader wou ld have been treated to a much longer and more p rosy
product ion .

Mr . E . Gordon D ufi
'

has also k in dly read the whole of the

introduction and given me much u seful information wi th regard
to cop ies, e tc . The part connec’ted with the C ompotus Manualis

has been c orreéted by the Revd . C anon
.

Christopher Wordsworth ,
Sub-dean and L ibrarian of Sal isbury Cathedral

,
for whose assistance

in th is and other ways I am extremely obl iged .
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I am most gratefu l for the k indness of the R ight H onble . the

E arl of Crawford and Balcarres ; the Revd . C anon C . D eedes ;

the Revd . A . E . G . Peters
,
of St . Mary’s , Marlbrough ,

and

Mr . G . M i lner—G ibson-C ullum , in send ing me the ir
cop ies to exam in e , thereby saving me expen sive journeys . Also to
M iss Maud E . Bul l , Sub-Librar ian of Hereford C athedral ; D r .

Arthu r Buchanan , Sub-Librarian of Lincoln C athedral ; Mr . J . G .

Galbraith , Librarian of Glasgow Un ivers ity ; Mr. J . B . Oldham ,

Librarian of Shrewsbu ry School ; the Revd . G . . S . Sm i th , vicar of

Cartmell
,
and the Revd . Canon J . M . Wi lson , D .D . ,

Librar ian of

Worcester Cathedral
,
for send ing me the particulars of the cop ies

under the ir care ;
H is G race the Archb ishop ofCanterbury and Mr . H . C hristie

M i ller have most kindly al lowed me to reproduce cop ies in the ir
l ibraries ; and I am extremely gratefu l to the Revd . C laude
Jenk ins

,
L ibrarian at Lambeth Palace , and Mr . H . C ollmann ,

L ibrarian of Bri twel l C ourt, for the trouble th ey have taken and

the assistance they have given me .

To the authori ties at the Br itish Museum , the Bodle ian , the

Un iversi ty Library
,
C ambridge

,
and the Masters and Fe llows of

Trin i ty C ol lege , C ambridge, I am deeply indebted for perm ission
to reproduce some of the cop ies unde r the ir care ; and in th is
c onn eétion I have to thank Mr . Fal coner Madan

,
Bodley’s

L ibrarian
,
and Mr . G . D . Amery

,
who spen t much time help ing

me wh i lst I was at Oxford ; and Mr. F . Jenkin son , Un ivers ity
Librar ian

,
and Mr . C harles Sayle, who have helped me in every

way they cou ld at C ambr idge .

The il lustrations have been reproduced by the A rtist’s I llus
trators, Ltd . , 1 7 , Flee t Street, London , E .C from photographs
taken by the Un i versity Press at Oxford, Mr . Donald Mac beth in
London , and Mr . W . F . Dunn at Cambridge .

Amongst others whom I have to thank in London are

D r . R . B . McKerrow ; Mr . D . T . Bai rd Wood , and Mr . A . J . K .
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E sdai le of the B ritish Museum ; the Revd . L . H . N i xon , Precen tor
and Librar ian ofWestm inster Abbey, who spen t a great deal of
time hun t ing up fragments for me ; and the Revd . N . T . Westlake ,
C urator of the Abbey . Th e late Revd . H . D . Mac n amara, P .S .A .

of St . James
,
Garl ick H i l l , most k indly had a photograph taken of

the sheet Almanack in the vestry of that church ,
but unfortunately

i t is too fain t to be reproduced satisfactori ly . I have al so to thank
Mr . G . C l inch , Librarian of the Soc iety ofAn tiquaries ; M r . H . R .

P lomer ; Mr . R . Steele ; Messrs . Maggs Brothers ; and Messrs .

Sotheby , W i lkin son ,
and Hodge

, who k indly allowed me to take
particulars from the ir catalogues .

In Oxford
,
Sir W ill iam Osler, Bart Presiden t of the Socie ty ,

rece ived m e most k indly and d iscussed the idea of the book with
me ; and the late Revd . P . H enderson A itken , L itt.D . , gave
me most useful information ; and I have to thank the L ibrar ians
of Brazenose

,
C orpus C hr isti

,
Merton

,
and N ew C ol leges

,
for

al lowing me to take notes of the cop ie s in the ir charge . In C am

br idge , Mr . A . G . W . Murray, Librarian of Tr in ity C ol lege, has
assisted me in many ways and Mr . S . Gaselee , Pepysian Librarian ,
also gave me most u seful h elp . I also have to thank the L ibrarians
of C orpus C hr isti

, E mmanuel , and St . John’
s C olleges ; and

Mr. G . J . Gray who k indly al lowed me to take notes of the

fragment in h is possession .

I also have to thank Mr . S . L . An derson ,
Librarian of Aber

de en Un iversity ; M r . H . Guppy , Librarian of the John Rylands
Library ; the late Revd . C anon E . Moore

,
D . D . ,

Librarian of

C anterbury C athedral ; and the many Librarian s and others who
have most courteou sly repl ied to my letters .

And finally my spec ial thanks are due to M r. P . M . Barnard
,

who placed h is b ibl iograph ical and referen ce l ibrary at my d isposal
thereby saving me much time and expen se ; Mr . T . Perry, who
has made many suggestion s ; and M iss Margaret Butt, who cop i ed
and re- cop ied my innumerable notes .

E . F. B .
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IN TRO D UC TION

H E obscurity wh ich attaches to the early h istory
of the Almanac k extends even to the derivation
of the word . I t is supposed to have come from
the Arab ic

,
and accord ing to the Oxford E ng lir/z

D z

'

fi ionary an A rab ic-C astil ian vocabulary of

1 505 gives man iz
’

é/z a K alendar, and mama ]: a

sund ial . The word Almanack is first found in E ngland in the

0pm Majur of Roger Bacon where it is used for tables of
the apparent motion s of the heaven ly bod ies . In med ieval and
early Tudor times Almanacks give m erely the conj unctions and

opposi tions of the sun and moon
,
the dates of ecl ipses and the mov

able feasts . They thus d iffer from the Kalendars where we find

the days of the weeks and the mon ths , wi th the names of the

Sain ts commemorated on them . A Ka lendar m ight have an Al

manack attached to it, but th is was not n ecessary ; and few, if any,
of the Kalendars in service books had one . These prayer-books
were in tended for u se dur ing a long period of years

,
whereas the

Almanack was a yearly documen t, or a series of yearly tables . We

may be c onten t , therefore , fol lowing Roger Bacon’
s in terpretation ,

to regard the true Alman ack as a table wh ich gives the ch ief
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astronom ic al even ts of the year and the terrestr ial even ts dependen t
on them . The use r of the Almanack , whe ther astronom er

,
astro

loger
,
physic ian

,
or studen t, took no accoun t of the Sa in ts’days and

when they fe ll ; but h e had to know the mon ths and the number
of days in each . H e had also to remember that the day of the

Almanack began at noon on the day before that of the ord in ary
K alendar, and con sisted of twen ty-fou r hours end ing at noon the

n ext day; thu s June 2 8 began at noon June 27 and ended at noon

June 2 8 . H e had also to real ize that, no matter when the common

or eccles iastic al year began ,
the Almanac k’s year began wi th the

vernal E qu inox on Marc h 1 1 .

I t must be remembered that dur ing the whole period dealt
wi th in th is monograph the Old S tyle was in u se in E ngland ; for
though the Gregor ian or N ew Style c ame into u se in most fore ign
c oun tries between 1 5 8 2 and 1 5 87, it w as not adopted by Grea t
Bri tain and Ire lan d unt i l 1 752 ; and the Old S tyle is sti l l u sed in
Russia .

Apparen tly no very earl y Alman acks exist in manuscript, the
earl iest wri tten in E n gland date from the end of the th i rteen th
c en tury 1 and are in Latin . The earl iest in E ngl i sh 2 in the

Bri tish Mu seum (H arl . was wri tten for the au thor’s Sove
re ign M i stress, bu t who that -lady was is not known ; i t con ta ins the
K alendar, various rule s, such as for find ing the Golden numbe r,
e tc .

,
and the e c l ip ses for a period of years beginn ing at 1 43 1 . I t

was made to fol d in to a narrow Shape and hang from the girdle
In the append ix to Hen ry Bradshaw’s Col/emu Papers referen ce is made to

certa in manuscript Ce lt ic Cicl i
,
but the wr iter can not make out that they have any

th in g to do with the Almanack ; a l though the word C ic lus appears in the manuscr ipt
accoun t book of John D om e

,
bookse l ler of Oxford where he notes the sale of

a
“ C ic lus vel Almanack ”

for 1 d. T he C log Alman acks were also probably de
sc endan ts of early Alman acks engraved on wood

,
but non e of those now known have

been attributed to an earl ier date than the end of the s ixteen th cen tury.

2 A repr in t was issued in 1 8 1 2 of an E ngl ish Almanack for the year 1 3 86,

bu t it con ta in s n o Ka lendar or Tables, and has on ly the ru les for the Alman ack .

The wr i ter does not know if the or igina l manuscr ipt exi sts .
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by a knot of string , very mu c h as the Japanese carry the i r med ic ine
boxes, though they use a n etsuke ”

to keep them from s l ipp ing out
of the sash . In the fifteen th cen tury and wel l on in to the sixteen th
we find E ngl ish manuscript Almanacks, or books of ru les for the
Almanack wi th other in formation attac hed

, eviden tly wri tten for
ind ividuals Of pos ition . The wri ter possesses a manuscript of th is
c haraé

’
ter wr itten in 1 550 ,

i ts con ten ts includ ing a t ide table and a

mul tipl i cation table . There are also several Almanacks prin ted
from wood blocks, coloured by h and , wh ich were produced abroad
in the si xteen th cen tury (probably in Brittany) ; one, of great
interest, wh ich is bel ieved to h ave belonged to Sir Franc is D rake ,
is in the Pepysian L ibrary at Cambr idge ; th i s has in it a map of

E nglan d showing the d ifferent ports and headlands
,
for u se with

the tide tables . Another copy is in the John Rylands Library .

Seve ral man uscript Almanacks survive wh ich con tain an i llus
trated Ka lendar of the Sain ts’days

,
e tc . , wr itten on long strips of

vel lum much l ike the xylograph ic K alendars
,
wh ich wi ll be re

ferred to later on ; bu t these generally have an i llustrated Pro
gnostic ation added to them . The earl iest of th is class known
to the wri ter is dated 1 43 3 , and is in h is collection ; the p ic

’

torial
prognostication is by the day of the week on wh ich N ew

Year’s day fell ,1 and there is also a wri tten prognostic ation , in

E ngl ish, by Thunde r,2 for the months . A very fine example of a

piétorial Alman ack in book form
,
wri tten in E ngland

,
is dated

14 1 2 E gerton MS . but the text of th is is in Latin .

As a class these books were eviden tly in tended for un learned people
to whom read ing w as d iffi cu lt and piétorial rep resen tation ,

how

ever crude , more comprehens ible .

The Almanack proper, both in manuscrip t and the earl ier
prin ted ed itions , was in tended main ly , if not en tirel y, for Studen ts

O r Chr istmas day.

E .g . :
“ In apri l is : thundir : if it lowr ie : it shewith : myrtb zeeryng and frue

tuous ; but it bitokeneth deth ofwic kid men :



and Phys ic ian s ; and except for a few sh eet Almanac ks it is not

unti l 1 540 that we find the Almanack an d K a lendar i ssued to

gether for popu lar u se .

The Prognostication was a separate work to the Almanack ,
although , as i t depen ded en ti rely on the movemen t and posi tion
of the ce lestial bod ies , it con ta in ed a certain amoun t of the in

formation proper to the Almanack .

Prognostication has exis ted from the earl iest t imes
,
Prophe ts ,

Seers, Prognosticators, Astrologers , C onj urors
,
W izards, and

C rystal—Gazers mak ing a l iving by fore tel l ing the future ; for the
human race has always craved for information

,
even if on l y an

inkl ing
,
as to what the future holds in store for it .

Prognostication s have general ly been gloomy : fam ine , plague ,
war, death to some great man

,
all seem ing fa irly safe to forete l l ;

and the Prognosticator d id not hesitate to d iscover and proclaim
the evi l influen ces that lay in the stars

,
wh i ch were supposed to

move round the earth and con trol the destin ies of its inhab i tan ts .

Very few manu script Prognosti c ations rema in , and probably
not many save piétorial ones were wr itten ; as the Prognosti c ation
was pre

- em inen tly a book for the people
,
what w as the use of

wri ting a popular book wh en the people cou ld n e i ther re ad it nor
afford to buy it ? I t is not unti l pr in ting had cheapened pro
duétion and made read ing a comparative ly common accompl ish
men t that prognostications mul tipl ied .

Various Prognostications, such as Lic htenberger
’
s , were issued

on the C on tinent towards the close of the fifteen th century, bu t
non e appear to have been pr in ted in E ngland except a few of

Jasper Laet’s or Parron’
s
,
of wh ich more wi ll be said later .

As far as is known , at the commencemen t of the Tudor period
there was no E ngl ish P rognosticator of repu te , if we except the
somewhat myth ic al Mother Shipton

,
who is said to have been

born early in the re i gn of Henry V I I and d ied in 1 56 1 . H er

prophec ies, however, were not publ ished un ti l the seven teenth
4



century . The bel ief they in sp i red survived long enough for

the p resen t wri ter to remember the sti r made by the prophecy
attributed to her, but afterwards adm itted to be a forgery :

The worl d unto an end shal l come
In e ighteen hundred and e ighty-one.

For the first half of the s ixteen th century th is coun try de
pended on translation s of fore ign Prognostications . This may have
been due to the fewn ess of E ngl i sh readers

,
possibly also to the

power of the C hurch , wh ich regarded Prognosticators wi th sus

pic ion . H owfar the Bul l againstW i tches , issued by Innocen t V I I I
in 1484, was put in to force in th is country the wri ter does not

know . Bu t the Aft passed in 1 54 1 , declaring various k inds of

sorcery fe lony without ben efit of C lergy , u ndoubtedly included
the too-advanced Prognosticator ; and Andrew Boorde, the first
E ngl ishman to i ssue a pr in ted Almanack and Prognosticat ion , re

cogn izes in h is preface that prognosticating was against the laws
of both God and the Realm .

Th is A& was repealed in the re ign Of E dward V I
,
and

thenceforward
,
beginn ing wi th An thony Askham, we get an in

creas ing flow of E ngl ish-written Prognostications . Another Aé’t
was passed in E l izabeth’s re ign , but it was of a m i lder charac’ter,
as it d istingu ished between the k inds of sorcery and d id not check
prognostication ; but there is th is noticeable d ifference between
the fore ign and E ngl ish Prognosticator, that whereas the former
prophesied every k ind of d i saster, and often for years ahead

, the

latter con ten ted h imsel f in most cases with a yearly Prognostica
tion of the weather and the d iseases con sequen t thereon , though
of course he “ let h imse lf go over a come t or ecl ipse .

As has already been “

sa id , the. p rin ted Almanack was first
issued for studen ts and physicians, wh i le the Prognostication ,

wh ich depen ded on the Almanack , was issued as a separate book
for more popular use . But about 1 540 the two books

,
with the



K alendar added were jo ined together and began to be i ssued as an

annual publ icati on . A few Shee t Almanacks and Prognostication s
had been issued ab road in E ngl ish before th i s date , and may per

haps have become annual by th is t ime . Th ey con tained the fu l l
Kalendar, the changes of the moon , wi th a Prognostication of

the weather to be expef
’
ted at each change , the usual rules of

phlebotomy, etc the ecl ipses and the anatom ical man a

human figure with ind ications as to the part of the body ruled by
each Sign of the Z od iac) .

These Sheet Almanacks were in tended to be fastened on the

wal ls of the house or merchant’s Offi ce ; but the new pocket
form now adop ted suppl ied the wan t of a portable work of

reference .

Up to now the Kalendar in the Horas had served all ord in
ary purposes of referen ce . But the ecclesiastical changes wh i c h
H enry VI I I and his advisers were mak ing extended even to these ;
St. Thomas of C an terbury had been c u t ou t of the K alendar al to
gether

,
and B ishop H ilsey

’
s Primer had been issued om itting all

except the major Sa ints’days . I t must be remembered that many ,
especial ly the older

,
leases , deeds, and documen ts had been dated

by the Sain ts’days rather than by the day of the mon th . Fairs
also were mostly he ld e i ther on the eve

,
on the morrow

, or on a

Sain t’s day i tself. More people, again , could read, wh i le fewer
probably possessed Hora: or said the Hours .

Thus a cheap and handy book was wanted wh ich
,
wh ile c on

tain ing the ecclesiastical Kalendar, would yet not be banned by
the K ing and the Reform party .

The Prognostication was already
.

a popular work an d
,
be ing

closely al l ied to the Almanack
,
what could be better than the

en largement of it by the
,

add ition of the Almanack and K alendar ?
Both books were wr i tten by the same authors , doélors of phys ic
and astronomy , and could be i ssued bound together, or separately,
as the buye r wi shed , in a cheap form for carry ing in the pocket.
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Thus what has become the most popular of books came in to
be ing .

From th is time onward the pocke t Almanack always c on

tained the ful l Kalendar
,
and for the next twen ty years the Pro

gnostic ation was always prin ted wi th a separate ti tle-page and

signatures , as if some people looked askance at them and on ly
took the first part ; wh i le righ t up to the end of the cen tury the
Prognostication always began wi th a separate t itle-page , al though
the S ign atures ran on con secutively .

These pocket Almanacks and Prognostications were i ssued in
smal l oél avo or sextodec imo, but a few quartos were i ssued , pre
sumably for keep ing on the bookshelf.

The Broads ide or Sheet Almanack and Prognost ication also
con tinued to appear annually ; the E ngl ish pr inters beginn ing to

produ c e these , as far as c an be ascertained , somewhere about 1 540 ,

though foreign prin ted on es in E ngl ish are known from as early
as 1 5 30 . The word Prognosticat ion is om itted from th is class
during the latter part of the cen tury .

From the open ing of the re ign of E l izabeth we find a large
in crease in the authors and outpu t Of these books ; and they in
creased also in s ize , various usefu l tables of information be ing
added

,
such as the l ist of the prin c ipal fa i rs

,
the h ighways , and

the dates of the law te rms . We also sometimes find blank pages
left opposite the K alendar

,
for use as d iaries or note books . Th is

en largement encroached on the space ava ilable for the Prognostica
tion s , and some of the later books reduced the aftual Prognostica
tion to a mere Short description of the weather to be expefted

during the four seasons .

The K alendar during E l izabe th’
s re ign is n early always a full

one
,
bu t on ly the Feast days adm i tted by the Book of C ommon

Prayer are p rin ted in red , with the add i tion of the days of the

b irth and accession of the (k een .

Of the populari ty atta ined by the Alman ack it is unnecessary
7



to write here, as every encyclopaed ia and diétionary quotes the

al lus ions to the Almanack made by Shake speare and other writers
of the period . Bu t i t is eviden t, from some of the extan t series of

Almanacks con tain ing notes in the same handwriting , that a man

of the later Tudor period would purchase his an nual Buckm inster,
Dade

,
or Frende in exaé’tly the same way as it is now the custom

to buy a yearly Wh i taker
’
s Almanack , or Letts’orWatk ins’pocke t

d iaries .

In add ition to these annual books various Almanacks and

Prognostications were issued for periods ranging from two or

three to forty years . The Prognostications in some cases were
translation s of fore ign writers . Beside s these we find some of a

more learned character, such as D i gges’P rognortic atz
’

arz E ver la sting ,

of wh i c h many ed i tions were issued , and a few Latin works . O n

the other hand , Grafton’
s L ittle Treatire and Adams’ Wr ztzhg

T4616: wit/z a K a lenda r , fi rst i ssued in 1 57 1 and 1 5 8 1 respeét

ively, al though not annual books
,
are closely ak in to the pocket

Almanack .

All ed i tions of these books, issued in E ngland , were printed
in London , excep t the s ing le sheet pr in ted by John Sc holar of

Oxford for 1 5 1 8 , and the Almanac k issued at Worcester by
John O swen for 1 55 1 . But many Almanacks were drawn up for

the merid ian of provin c ial c i ties , such as Bristol , Can terbury ,
C hester

, Dorchester, Oxford , Sal isbury, York , e tc . On l y one,

however
,
is known to have been issued Special ly for I re land . Th is

was drawn up by W i ll iam Farmer for the year 1 587 for the

merid ian of Dubl in .

I t must be understood that the merid ians refe rred to in these
Almanacks are not the geograph ical mer idians of longi tude , but
the astronomical merid ians .

For the last twen ty-e igh t years of the . cen tury all annual
Almanacks and Prognostication s were pr in ted by R i chard Watkin s
and James Roberts . These two men prin ted together from the
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find that he sol d Prognostication s e tc . , v iz an Almanack for on e

year
,
at 1 d. ; Pronostic on of Jasper [Lae t] 1d. (probably these were

in Latin ) ; Pronosticata in E ngl ish at I -é—d. and 2d. ; two Pronosti ca
t ions in E ngl ish and two C ic lus 6d ; and Almanacks for th i rty
years 45 . 8d. H e appears to have sol d a large n umber of these
books . M r . E . G . Duff,1 in wr i ting of Pe ter K aetz , men tion s a

letter, found in a b ind ing in Westm inster Abbey , addressed by
him to Sibe rc h , the C ambridge bookseller and b inder, in wh ich
h e says : I send you 25 Prognostications and three N ew Testa

ments, smal l Size . The Prognostication s cost i f . sterl ing the
From these prices it seems as if the s ingle- shee t documen ts must

have been sold in the early part of the cen tury at abou t 1 d. or 15 1.

retail
,
and the oétavos and quartos in book form in proportionate

rates accord ing to size
,
and the Latin ones were cheaper than those

in E ngl ish ; bu t, p robably later on in the cen tury, they were sold
large ly at the fairs, and became cheaper, or at any rate the buyer
got a larger book for b is mon ey .

2

After th is b ri ef gen eral sketch we may turn to the b ibl io
graph ical aspeét of the subjeét, wh ich is our ma in con cern .

The earl iest attempt at a l i st of E ngl ish Almanacks , that the
wr i ter knows of

,
is that made by John Bagford , an d is at the c om

men c emen t of the volume , in h is col lection ,
devoted to fragmen ts

of Almanacks and Prognostication s H arl . Th is l ist
is not a very long on e , and Bagford does not appear to have seen

all those he mention s . The l is t may or may not be c orreét, bu t

at any rate a certain numbe r of those m en tion ed do not appear to
h ave survived to the p re sen t day. O ur know ledge

,
however, of

Westminster and London P r inters
,
1476- 1 53 5, by E . Gordon D uff

,
Cambridge

,

A scath in g descript ion of an Alman ack maker appears in Bra i thwa i te’s
Whimzies : or

,
A N ew C a st of C lza raéterr, 1 63 1 , in wh ich he te lls us that “ forty

sh i l l in gs is his yeerly pen s ion upon every impress ion
,

” wh ich
,
though outs ide our

per iod , throws an in terest ing l ight on the fees pa id to the authors of these books in
the early part of the seven teen th cen tury.
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many ed i tions , more espec ially the earl y ones, is largely gathered
from the un ique fragmen ts con tained in Bagford

’
s volume ; and

,

much as Bagford is abused as a vandal , the writer feels that he is
much indebted to th is c olleétion , and the col lector’s care in pre
serving what most people in h is days looked upon as rubb ish .

A more modern l ist is that wh ich was made by Mr . H . R .

Plomer and printed in N ote: and n er ier
,
6th Series, vols . xi and

xi i . The writer has ob ta ined a certain amoun t of information
from th is l ist

,
wh ich he grateful ly acknowledges.

Three papers on E ngl ish pr in ted Almanacks were read by
Mr . Abe l Heywood before the Manchester Li terary C lub in the

years 1 877 and 1 879 , be ing afte rwards pri vately repr in ted ; and

aga in the writer desires to acknow ledge h is indebtedness to the

first of these papers . In add ition to these
,
all b ibl iographers ot

the period under review men tion a certain number of ed i tions
e i ther known of or seen by them . Most of these ed itions the

writer has exam ined
, but some , if they Sti ll exi st, he has been

unable to trace .

All the ed i tions described in th i s book have been seen by the
wri ter h imself

,
except in the case of the few cop ies wh ich are in

l ibraries at too great a d istance to be conven ien tly visited .

I t is not p retended that th is b ibl iography con tains a complete
l ist of all the ed itions or fragmen ts of ed itions that remain , as

many are probably in private hands of wh ich i t is not possible to

obtain information
,
and many more fragmen ts sti l l remain in old

b ind ings wh ich , it is to be hoped
,
wi l l in due course come to

light and be p reserved and noted in the catalogues of the l ibraries
to wh ich they belong . E ven in the l ibraries wh ich the wr i ter has
visited some may have been overlooked , as un less they are in the

catalogue or known to the l ibrarians it is impossible for a visitor

to a l ibraryto locate them .

“W2.The period covered by th is b ibl iography is juSt over one

hundred years
,
as the earl iest fragmen ts cannot have been prin ted
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before 1492 , and the last are the ed i tion s for 1 600 . H ow many
ed i tions of Prognostication s

,
Almanacks , or Almanacks and Pro

gnostic ation s, were issued between th ese two dates it is impossible
to say, bu t probably s ix hundred is we l l wi th in the mark ; and

th is wi thou t coun t ing the many books to wh ich an Almanack
was attached and wh ich do not come in to th is book .

The wr iter has included in h is l ists only those books wh ich
are Almanacks and Prognostication s proper, in tended for popu lar
use

,
and has rigorously excluded all L i turgical books con tain ing

an Almanack and K alendar ; purely re l igious Prognostication s or

Treatises ; Med ica l Works to wh ich an Almanack was attached , such
as Toe H ope of H ea ltb by Ph i l ip More [Moore] ; purely med ical
Prognostication s, as A P rog nostic a tion dr awen out of 1

”

poem s
,
A ni

eenna
,
e tc . , pri n ted by R . Wyer ; legal works, such as T/ze Magna

C a r ta
,
w it/z a K a lendar tofi na

’
tlze Mooter, or l e Book of P rerydentr ;

astrologica l and as tronomical works, as A manfert and apparent

confutation of an A strologic a l direour re wit/z a or iey
‘ P rognostic a

tion of t/re eonjuné
'

z
‘ion of Saturn and yupiter , e tc . ,

by Thomas Heth ,

or Genera l Ka lenda r : and A stronomic a l Ta blet , by George H artgill ;

and also such books as TheRule: and rn t amp/e D oc ument: tout/zing

the use and pra ét ire of the common A lmanacks
“

,
by Humphrey B aker ;

fi lmanae/z no'vum et perpetuum,
by Pe tro D ac qu ito ; and the books

written against Almanacks and Prognostic ations . Bu t to these last
some reference wi l l be made later on .

The two hundred or more ed ition s or i ssues of wh ic h the

wri ter is able to give a ful l descrip tion fal l in to five classes ,
v i z

A . Almanacks or K alendars not prin ted with movable
type .

B . P rogn ostication s, and Almanacks and . Prognostic ation S in

book form
,
i ssued for one year only .

C . Broadside or Shee t Almanacks and Prognostication s .
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D . Almanacks, Prognostication s, or Almanac ks and Pro

gnostic ation s issued for a period of years or for

perpetu ity .

E . K indred Books .

E ach class wi ll be deal t wi th separately .

A .
-ALMANAC K S OR KALENDARS N O '

r PRINTE D W ITH MOVABLE
TYPE

Th ere are only three ed i tions in th is class
,
but all are ex

tremely interesting .

The one wh ich the wri ter pu ts first may be only a Kalendar,
and perhaps d id not con ta in an Almanack at all ; all that remains
of it are the fragments of two leaves in the B ri tish Museum .

They con tain part of the K alendar for the mon th of July, the first
leaf beginn ing “ July xxxi day J the Mone xxx . All the
letters are very large , the smal lest be ing an inch in he igh t ; they
are very irregularly prin ted

,
and appear to have been e i ther stamped

or stenc i lled on to the paper
,
and as far as c an be seen on one side

on ly . The red lettering was put in after the blac k , and in some

cases overlaps it by as much as 5 mm . If the le tters were stamped ,
wooden blocks were probably used , as in some instances there is
an appearan ce of a break in the letters .

For what purpose th is Almanack or Kalendar was intended
does not appear to be known , but it may be suggested that these
leaves were in tended to be stu ck on a door or wal l , l ike the battle
dore

,
and were used for the purpose of teach ing pup i ls the

K alendar ; or it is possible they were bound together l ike a block
book . In any case , or for whatever purpose they were in tended ,
they are the largest E ngl i sh letter ing of that period . There is no

information as to how or where they were found , and the Bri tish
I 3



Museum catalogue dates them at about 1 500, wh ich is probably
as near the mark as c an be ascertain ed . (See Plate I . )

N o. 2 is of qu ite a d ifferent c haraé
’
ter, and is more of a

perpetual Kalendar than an annual Almanack . I t was produced
by xylography and prin ted on vellum

, the necessary information
wi th regard to the lunar Kalendar, e tc . ,

be ing fil led in by hand .

I t was prin ted on both S ides of a long , narrow strip of vellum ,

and con tains on the reéto at the top a lunar table d iv ided into
twen ty-e ight l column s with the dom in ical le tters at the top .

Underneath th is is a large c ircu lar d iagram,
d iv ided into twen ty

four d iv is ions, correspond ing wi th the number of the hours , day
and n ight, in wh ich are a number of figures (probably astronomical
data) . At the corners of the compartmen t con tain ing the c ircle
are the emblems of the four E vangel ists

,
and in the cen tre a repre

sen tation of the Rood . Immed iately beneath th is compartmen t is

the kalendar in twelve hor izon tal rows, each row con tain ing repre

sen tations of the sa in ts, or the i r emblems, belonging to that mon th ;
under wh ich are the Dom in ical and weekday letters , and two

rows of figures giving the Prime or Gol den numbers used in lunar
cal cu lations . At the end of the kalendar a re e igh t dates, v iz . the

date of the world
,
the age of Adam

,
the age of E ve , the time Adam

was in Purgatory, and the date from the Flood ; these five are

woodcut, and also in most cases filled in in manuscript too
,
but the

last th ree
,
the date from the Incarnation of O u r Lord , from the

Passion of St . Thomas, and from the coron ation of the K ing are

on ly partly woodcut, the aétual year be ing fi l led in by the scribe .

O n the verso at the top , in wh i te on a black ground
, are the letters

M . S .
, probably the in i tials of the cu tter or producer of the bloc k .

Underneath are twelve i llustration s of
i

the occupation s of the

month , beside each of wh ich is a c ircle with l ines rad iating from
the centre in red and black

,
ind icating the amoun t of l igh t and

darkness during the mon th .

1 Twen ty-e ight years is the cycle of the sun .
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The block was prin ted in black
,
and then the piél ures , e tc . ,

were lavishly coloured by the rubricator . I t is an almost exaét

copy , on a rather smaller scale, of the E ngl ish Almanack of 143 3
men tioned before (see Plates I I and II I), and appears to have been
used for a con siderable per iod ,1 as the e ight cop ies that stil l exi st
date from 1 5 2 1 or 1 52 2 to 1 5 54, and probably was c ut some time

before the first date it has been generally placed somewhere abou t
but with no approach to certain ty .

At the time of the sale of the first part of the Huth Library
reference was made to the d iscrepancy in the manuscript dates,
and i t was p o in ted out that the number of years said to have
elapsed from the death ofThomas aBecket d id not agree wi th the
date of the year , wh ich was 1 5 54 in the Huth copy . Moreover,
the date from the coronation of the K ing d id not coinc ide wi th
the coronation of any known k ing . The writer has examined the
dates in all the other seven cop ies, and found that not onl y do the
same d iscrepanc ies appear, but that the cop ies d iffer by as much
as seven years ; 3 in add i tion to th is, the manuscript ed i t ion men

The verso of the earl iest copy d iffers from the later ones in not hav ing the
le tters M. S. on a black ground . Poss ibly the block was re-c ut or the letters were
added later. Th is copy, wh ich is in the possess ion ofMr. G . Mi lner-G ibson-Cul lum

,

has an in terest ing h istory ; it is supposed to have be longed , formerly, to the Pr iory of
W eybridge

,
Acle

,
Norfolk . In 1 75 1 it was given by Mr. John Rumbol of Acle to

Mr. Cotton Symon ds of Ormsby
, and in 1 78 1 D an Bou lter, propr ietor of Yarmou th

Museum
,
gave it to Thomas Barber, and from him it pas sed to Sir John Cul lum,

6th Bart .
,
who d ied in 1 785, in whose fam i ly it has rema in ed .

In the 1 52 1 -2 copy the D omin ical le tters appear ing at the top of the firs t two
column s are these wou ld su it the years 1 487, 8 8 or 1 5 1 5 , 16, but ne i ther seems a

sat isfaa ory date for the cutt in g of the original blocks
The dates in five of the cop ies are as fol lows
D a tefromMe From t/ze Pard on of St.
Incarna tion 73 0mm ( 1 1 70)
1 523 337 [353-1 61yc ars
1 537 3 5 1 [367-1 6] years
1 53 8 3 52 [368- 1 6] years
1 542 3 5 5 [372-1 7] years
1 554 36I [sh -231 1's”s

I 5

From tlze Coronation of the King

(H enry V I I, 1 4 8 5)

3 3 [3 8-5] years
47 [52-5] years
48 [53-5] years
54 [57-3 ] years
60 [69-9] years



tion ed before , dated 143 3 , and one in the Bri ti sh Museum ,
dated

1 45 5 , also difi’er from the figure s con ta ined in the xylograph ic
cop ies . In the earl ier copy the date from the coron ation of the

K ing (Henry V I) is on ly one year ou t
, bu t it contain s another

date , from the death of St . Augustine , wh ich appears to be at

least a hundred years wrong .

Two suggestion s may be offered in partial explanation of

these d iscrepanc ies . In the first place all these Almanacks were
fi lled in one from the other, and these dates be ing at the bottom
were more l ikely to get thumbed or rubbed than the rest of the

sheet ; some of the figures , in th is way, becom ing obl iterated
,
the

scribe fil led in the new copy wi th the date wh ich he though t
c orreét, not noticing that an X or an I was m issing from the old

copy . Secondly, wh en the whole bottom of the sheet was torn
away, it was necessary for the scribe to make a fresh calcu lation
as to the dates requ ired , and with the scanty knowledge of

ar i thmetic then prevalen t th is wou ld be a fru itful source of

error.

The K ing whose coronation is referred to c an on l y be
Hen ry V I I . H e had been dead a long time before 1 5 2 1 , the date
of the the earl iest extan t spec imen , bu t the block , or an earl ier
one from wh ich it was cop ied, may have been c u t during h is
re ign . The Almanacks had to be fil led up year by year, as requ i red ,
by salesmen who probably could not read Latin ,

and d id not know
what “ A c oronac ion e regis referred to, and these p ictorial
Almanacks or Kalendars were , as the wri ter has already pointed
out, in tended for the un learned . Su ch is the best explanation of

the d iscrepanc ies of the dates that c an be offered , but it is far from
satisfaétory, and the wri ter wi l l be verypleased if anyon e comes

forward wi th a better on e .

Th is and the former numbe r stand in a k ind of in termed iate
posi tion between the manu script Kalendars and Almanacks and the
prin ted Almanacks and Prognostications .
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been prin ted byWynkyn de Worde and not by Caxton ,
as , al though

Prognostication s were general ly pr inted some mon ths before the

commen cemen t of the year for wh ich they were made , Caxton
must have been dead at least some mon ths before th is book was

p rin ted ; for the not ice of his funeral appears in the churchwarden’
s

accounts of St. Margaret’s , Westm inster, in the year end ing May

1 492
3

Jasper Laet is the predom inan t au thor of all the E ngl ish
printed Prognostication s or Almanacks for the first half of the
sixteen th century, and , in faét, the cop ies that remain to us of that
period may be summed up as

“ Fragmen ts of Almanacks and

Prognostications by the Laet fam i ly .

” 2

There appear to have been four members of th is fam i ly who
wrote Prognostication s : John Lae t ; Jasper Laet, his son ; Jasper
Laet the younger

, son of Jasper sen ior ; and Alphonsus Laet,
brother of Jasper the younger . N o E ngl ish Prognostication by
John Laet

,
the grandfather, appears to rema in ; but Bagford , in

h is l ist, men tions : “ The g reat and true prognostication wi th an

Almanack of Mr John Laet of Borc heon (Borc heloen) D r of

med ic ine , Astronomer . professou r and ReCtor of the school of
An twerpe . and we must take it he had seen th is copy . We

h ave , however, another ment ion of John by his grandson , Jasper
the younger

,
who

, in the p reface of h is Prognosti cat ion for 1 5 3 3 ,

says : Bec ause that 44 years past my father Master Jasper Laet
and 20 years before him his father Master John Laet (whom Jesu
pardon) , both astronomers, hath yearly un to the p rofit of the

common people calculated and put forth certain Prognosti c ation s,
”

etc .
,
e tc . , and he goes on to say that he has dec ided to fol low the i r

example . From th is referen ce we learn that John Laet must have
begun wri ting Prognost ications about 1 468

-

9, and Jasper sen ior

I t reads : “ Item at bury ing ofW i l l iam Caxton iiij torches vj
s
viij

In th is class cons iderably more than hal f the ed it ions to 1 5 50 c an be attri buted
to one or other of the Laets .
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abou t 1 488 -9 ; and also that in 1 5 3 3 John was dead , wh ile Jasper
sen ior had been writ ing for forty—four years, and, if he was aliVe ,
must have been an old man for those times . W e may probably take
i t that

,
from th is time on , all the ed i tions bearing the name Jasper

Laet were wri tten by Jasper the younger, who had already issued
an E ngl ish broadside Almanack for 1 5 30 . L ike h is father and h is
grandfather

,
Jasper the younger wou ld appear to have been an

Astronomer, as wel l as a D oftor of Physic, as he is given both
titles in some of the ed it ion s after 1 540 . The laste we hear of him
is as the writer

‘

of a Prognostication for 1 550, pr in ted by Thomas

Raynalde, wh ich is men tioned by Herbert, but there is no informa

tion as to whether the c opy sti ll exists .
Alphon su s Laet is on l y known to us as the wri ter of the

broads ide Almanack for 1 548 (prin ted by R ichard Jugge), the

colophon Stating he was the brother of M . Jaspar Laet, D oétor

of Pysyc ke and Astronomy .

”

The fam i ly appear to have been c onneéted wi th both Antwerp
and Borc heloen (Borc hloes), th is latter place , accord ing to Lipp in
cott’s Gazetteer , be ing the old n ame for Looz

,
a smal l market town

in B elgium ,
in Limburg, n ine m i les sou th of H assalt, and rather to

the north of Liege . From one or othe r of these two places they
pu t out annual Prognostications for a per iod ofmore than e ighty
years . The text was probably always wri tten in Latin , and trans

lated in to E ngl ish by other bands ; the books were prin ted both
in An twerp and London ,

but were always wr i tten for the
_

former

place . E d itions are extan t in Latin , as wel l as in E ngl ish, p rin ted
in E ngland .

There are on ly three Prognostications remain ing of the fif

teen th cen tury . Of the earl iest only two tiny , very torn fragmen ts

remain , and these are in the Bodle ian ; it is apparen tl y a transla
tion in to E ngl ish of a Prognostication by one of the L aets . The

book cannot be dated wi th any c ertain ty, bu t, as it is prin ted in
Pyn son

’
s Type 2 , it cannot be before 1 492 , and is probably rather
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late r . The n ext is a fragmen t con si sting of two leaves of a tran sla
t ion of

,
probably

,
on e ofWi l l iam Parron

’
s Prognostications . I t is

p rin ted in Wynkyn de Worde’s Type 1
,
and Mr . E . G . Duff, in a

note on the fly
- leaf of the b ind ing , pu ts the date at 1 498 . Th is

fragmen t is also in the Bodle ian . (Se e P late V . )
The last of the In cunabu la is a perfeét copy of a Prognostica

tion in Latin by Parron
,
pr in ted by Pyn son an d ded icated to

H en ry V I I . The c olophon states that it was prin ted 24 December
1 499 , bu t the year for wh ich the Prognostication was made , as was
not uncommon with the earl ier Prognosticat ion s , c ommenced on

the 1 1 th of March 1 500 . A Table of the lunar c onjunétion s and
oppos ition s appear on the leaf before the last. The un ique copy
of th is book is aga in in th e Bodle ian . (See Plate V I .)

W ho W i l l iam Parron was does not appear to be known , but
Mr . E . G . Duff poin ts out he w as a n ative of P iacenza, apparen tly
residing in E ngland ; he cal ls h im self Plac en tinus . 1 H e wrote
h is Prognostication s for E ngland

,
as in those that we know of he

commences h is personal Prognostication s with the K ing ofE ngland ,

whereas the forei gners began the irs wi th e i ther the Pope or the

E mperor . Also Parron began h is year in March
,
whereas the

Laets began the irs in January . H ow long Parron con tinued to

wri te is not kn own ,
and the on ly other fragmen t of h is books is

one for 1 502 , wh i c h is in th e b ind ing of a book in Westmin ster
Abbey Library . In th is Parron calls h imsel f a Doctor ofMed ic ine .

The re is a somewhat long gap be tween 1 502 and 1 5 1 6, the

date of the n ext edi tion the writer has been able to find
,
but

p robably ed itions were be ing i ssued annually and have d isappeared .

Th is ed ition for 1 5 1 6 is one by Jasper Laet, who is c al led Doc
’

tor

in Astrology,” and is tran slated in to
'

E ngl ish
“
to the honou r of

the most noble and v i6toriou s k ing Hen ry VI I I by N i c olas
L ongwater, Governor of O ur Lady C onception in the renown ed

Some astrological MSS. by h im are in the Br it ish Museum an d B ibl iotheque
Nationale, Par is .
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town of An twerp . Longwate r
’
s E ngli sh is not at all good

, and he

occasionally uses French words , such as
“ Janvier for J anuary .

The prin ter, accord ing to Proétor, was J an van D oesborc h
'

.

l The

largest fragmen t of th is book is at Trin i ty College , C ambridge ; the
first leaf is also amongst the Bagford fragmen ts . (See Plate V I I . )

For the next year ( 1 5 17) N yc olas the Grave , as he cal ls h im
self, printed another of Jasper Laet’s Prognostications, wh ich the

ti tle states was translated in An twerp . Fragmen ts of th ree cop ies
of th is are in the Bagford col lect ion

For the year 1 5 20 a Prognostication by Laet was printed by
Pynson ; there were two ed ition s of th is : one

,
of wh ich four

leaves remain in the Un iversity Library
,
C amb ridge, has the first

l ine of the t i tle c ut in wood ; the other, of wh ich the first and the
last leaves remain , in the John Rylands Library, has the first l ine
p rinted in large type , and the book has been reset . The Society’s
H and-list of Boo/i : pr inted i}: London P r inter ; mentions an Almanack
by Maister Adr ian of about th is date

,
but it is not known if th is

copy exists .

R ichard Bankes issued Prognosticat ions by Jaspe r Laet for the
years 1 52 3 and 1 5 24, prin ting h is ti tle between curious border p ieces
and also using a c ut of a globe on the ti tle-page (see P late V I I I) ,
th is be ing the first of the i llustrated ti tle-pages of th is class of

book , m any of wh ich in troduce some form of astronom ical globe .

Th e fragmen ts of both of these ed i tions are in the British Museum .

In 1 5 2 3 W . de Worde also prin ted an ed ition of a Prognostication ,

the fragments of wh ich formerly belonged to Mr . F. Jenk in son ,

but are now in the Un i vers i ty L ibrary , C ambridge . The au thor

is unknown ,
but there is a long p rayer in Latin at the end by

W i ll iam Amours .

Peter Treveris prin ted one of Lae t
’
s Latin Prognostications

1 Mr. E . G . D uff points out that Proa or says the Trin i ty Col lege, Cambr idge,
fragment is probably that in the La ing sa le ; but in the La ing catalogue it is defin ite ly
cal led W ynkyn de W orde .
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for 1 529 , us ing very smal l type . Th i s is the on ly prognosti cation
earl ier than 1 540,

besides that by Parron for 1 500,
of wh ich a

perfea
'

C opy exists .

All the ed itions up to th is date are pr in ted in quarto
,
and ,

exc ept for those issued by Bankes, consist of the T i tle at the top
of the refto of the first page , fol lowed immed iate ly by a sort of

in troduc’tion or p rologue , wh ich merged into a descr ip tion of the

E cl ipses
,
after wh ich fol lowed a prognostication for the seasons,

beginn ing wi th e ither W in ter or Spring
, and detai l ing the drough ts

or ra in s to be expeéted , and the genera l i llnesses and efi
'

eéts on

man and beast . After th is we find short prognostications of the

weather to be expeé
’
ted each mon th at the changes of the moon ,

the dates and t imes of wh ich are given . Then comes the Prog
nostic ations of Peace , W ar

, and Sicknesses, such as ep idem ics of

the plague . The last part gives short ind ividual prophec ies of the
ch ief ru lers, as the Pope , the Emperor, and the K ings of E ngland
and France, e tc .

,
and for spec ial towns and coun tries , as An twerp ,

Bruges, Flanders, E ngland , and France . The Prognostication s are
always in very general terms, and a typ ical one for E ngland is that
for 1 520 , by Jasper Laet, wh ich is as fol lows :

The moost noble and plen tiful] kyngdome of E nglonde th is
yere shal l suffre damage in their bestis 85 fruytg. A litil murmour

shalbe in the comon peple/ y
t l ightly shalbe layd downe . The

ec lyps of the moon e was in the opposic ion signe of E nglond .

The first prin ter to issue Prognostications in oétavo was

Robert Wyer
,
the ed i tion by Laet wh ich he prin ted for the year

1 5 30 ,
be ing e ither a smal l oa avo or a duodec imo. Wyer p rin ted

two other ed itions ; one in E ngl i sh ,
‘wh ich is a translation of a

Prognostication wr i tten for Antwerp by John Th ibau lt, “Astrologer
to the E mperour

’
s Maj esty the other, in Latin , was probably by

the same author. Both books are in the same t ype , and the frag
men ts of them, wh ich are now bound toge ther, in the Un iversity
Library , C ambridge , appear to have been found in the same b ind ing .
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About th is timeWyer wou ld seem to have become the prin ter
of most of the popu lar Prognostications , and issued ed itions of

variou s kinds, most ofwh ich c an on ly be dated approximately . The

fragmen ts of the two Prognostication s by Jasper Laet the younger
for 1 5 3 3 and wh ich are both in a form of foreign i tal ic
type , were probably prin ted by or for him . But the Prognostication
by Th ibau l t for 1 5 3 3 , a quarto in black letter, fragments of wh ich
are in the Bagford C olleétion , was pr in ted by John Rastall. Both
these prin ters, l ike Bankes, u sed woodcuts on the t itle-page of their
ed itions , the text beginn ing on the verso instead of immed iately
under the title

,
as in the ed ition s i ssued by the older prin ters .

Laet, in his 1 5 34 Prognost ication for Hen ry VI I I
, says : “ H e

shal l treat of th ings concern ing the Church ”

; wh ich it must be

admitted was a fa irly safe prophecy for that date . H e does not

seem ,
however, qu i te so sure of h imself in h is prognosticating as

was his father, for h e ends h is 1 53 3 ed ition wi th the words
“ These be the incl inations wh ich I have found th is year and

some fragmen ts of a quarto ed it ion
,
probably written by him ,

prin ted by
,

John Redman ,
attributed to about 1 5 39 , end :

“ These
are the incl inat ion s and influences of heaven

,
bu t not that they

must be so .

”

Th is d iffiden c e may have been engendered by a wholesome

dread of the law ,
for

,
as has been pointed out before

,
Prognostica

tors were looked upon as ak in to Sorcerers and C onjurers . The

fai lure of a Prognostication cou l d on ly be expla ined on two grounds,
e i ther that it would have happened if the Almighty had not wi lled
it otherwise, or that the Prognosticator was a charlatan . Prog
nostic ators natural l y preferred the first excuse , and in consequence,
espec ial ly in the latter part of the century, we find a good deal of
rel ig ious exhortation m ixed with the prognostications .

One other fragment, consisting of a single leaf in the Bodle ian ,

Mr. R . Steele attributes th is to An twerp. (TheTransottionrof the Bibliograpbiea l

Soc iety, vol. xi, p .
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may perhaps be dated about 1 5 39 . I t states that Hen ry VI I I would
have trouble in h is marry ing !

Th is comple tes what is here termed the first period of the

annual ed i tion s . We now come to the second period , wh en the

Almanack and K alendar were added to the Prognostication . The

earl iest ed ition known is for the year 1 54 1 it is an oétavo
, wri tten

by Jasper Laet and printed by John Redman . The t i tle reads
Almanac ke and Pronostic ation ofJasper Laet for the yere of our

Lorde God . Immed iatel y underneath the t i tle is a
c ut of the anatomical man . The book consists of a sheet and

a half (A e igh t, B four leaves) , and the colophon comes at the

foot of the last page . The book , in add ition to the K alendar,
con tain s a Table of the E bbs and Floods ; the Declaration of the

Almanack , that is the Dom in ical Letter, the Golden Number
,
the

E paét, and the dates of the Moveable Feasts, etc . ; rules for Phle
botomy, E cl ipses of the Sun and the Moon

,
and the rules for

sowing seeds, etc . Most probably there was a second part of th is
book, wi th another title—page

,
con tain ing a full Prognostication ,

but no fragmen t of th is appears to have survived . N ot the least
in teresting poin t in regard to th is book is that a un ique copy of

shee t A is preserved in the Douce c olleétion at the Bodle ian
,
and

cop ies of Sheet B are in the Un iversity L ib rary, C ambridge , and

Westm in ster Abbey
,
so that

,
al though no complete copy exists

,

one c an be examined by vi si t ing two l ibraries . E ach of the three
fragmen ts has been found in a b ind ing . (See P late IX A and B . )

I t has already been pointed out that the second part of these
books, contain ing the Prognostication , always had a separate t itle
page , and in the B ibl iograph ical l ist, up to the year 1 560, there is
given a separate description and the title in ful l of these second
parts ; but after that date , when the books were probably mean t
to be sold together, it has been thought suffic ien t to ind icate on

what page the second ti tle comes, un less, of cou rse , the first t itle
page or first part is lack ing .
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and a Prognostication by Lae t . In both cases the prin te r’s name

is wan ting . I t is probable that Almanacks of th is size were , as a
general ru le , issued annually from th is t ime forward , but, from
the ir more portable s ize , they rece ived much harder wear, and

in con sequence are less frequen tly met with than those in oé’ravo .

For the year 1 543 John Waley (or Wal ley , as h is name is

generally spelled) i ssued an Almanack and Prognostication by Lae t,
of wh ic h on ly two leaves remain ,

these be ing among the B agford

fragmen ts . Bu t for the n ex t year ( 1 544) we c an trac e several
ed i tions . There are fragments of a quarto and a sexto- dec imo by
Laet, a Prognostication in Latin by Johannes Mussemius, prin ted
by John Mayler

,
wh ich is at the Un ive rs i ty Library , C amb ridge ,

and another by C orn e l ius Scu te , prin ted by R ichard Lan t for
R i c hard G rafton . In add i tion to these there is the very curious
Merry Prognostication ,

the only copy of wh ich is at Britwel l .
Of the quarto by Lae t on ly part of the ti tle—page remains ;

but of the sexto-dec imo
,
fragmen ts of proof sheets are in at least five

Libraries. Th is ed ition is pec u l iar for having the K alendar p rin ted
so that the book had to be hel d sideways to read i t , al though the

ti tle was prin ted the right way up ; th is is the on ly example known
to the presen t wri ter in wh ic h th is m e thod of prin ting was used
for a secular Kalendar

,
though it is found later in the cen tury in

a few of the smaller l i turgic al books . The ed ition by Mussem ius

is ch iefly in teresting for the c ut on the ti tle-page
,
wh ich apparen tly

represents the De i ty
,
bu t is labelled “ Rex H enricus M in ister

Fide i . ” (See Plate X I . )
The Prognostication by Corne l ius Scute is a duodec imo .

Th e au thor was a D oé
’
tor of Physic .of Bruges , he may perhaps

have been living in E ngland at the t ime h e wrote th is Prognostica
tion ,

as he is stated on the ti tle to be Resyden t in Bridges 1 in
the Wolfe stre te .

”
The book fol lows the u sual form ofPrognostic a

t ions by fore ign wr i ters of the period
, and gives personal pro

B ut it is poss ible th is word is an Angl ic ized form of Bruges .

26



gnostic ation s for the Ru lers of the d ifferent countries, commenc ing
with Ph i l ip , King of Spain . The prophecy for Henry V I I I is of a
ve ry fulsome character, foretell ing everyth ing that was good for
h im

,
includ ing the Spec yall love of h is subjeCts .

”
I t is curious

that Lan t prin ted th is ed i tion for G rafton
, as the latter returned

the compl iment by prin ting a broadside Almanack for the same

year for Lan t .
The last of the books for th is year

, A mery P ronostica t ion , c on

si sts of three un s igned leaves with a c ut on the title-page cop ied
from T/ze S/zip of Foolr (see Plate X) . I t is a sk it in verse on the

Prognostication s of the times, and was evidently written to show
the folly of attempting to foretell the future , and the absurd i ty of
the Prognostication s gene ral ly . As a typ ical in stance : the fol lowing
is the Prognostication of d iseases and S ickn esses for the year 1 5 5 3

made by Askham (of whom we shal l hear more presently) : The

face of heaven c onsydered wi th all other groundes parteynynge to
the same

, ye shal vnderstand that th is yere we are very lyke to haue
many cold sic kenesses both of drye humoures and waterishe

,
as

dropsies, goa tes quotid ians, quartans, lepres, morphewes
,
rew ines ,

fallynge sic ken es and palseys, and many other k indes that may
come of the mylt, stomake , brayne , because of the error of d iges
t ion , and also to be deadely in ol de gowty men ,

and to c on tin ewe

longe in yonge age , and women to suffre muche peyne in theyr

sydes, stomakes
,
and flankes .

” Whereas the F001 prophesy ing on

the same subje6l begin s

D yvers dyseases sha l rayne this yere,
Some shal dye, and some shal tary here .

Ne i ther author’s nor prin ter’s name appears, but the woodcut
orn aments used on the last page closely resemble some of those
u sed by R ichard Tottell in Boeizar

’
Tragedier, 1 5 54, though the

date is too early for h im to have been the prin ter .

The year 1 545 is importan t for our subjeét, as for th is was
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pr in ted A P r ognostic a tion and A lma na ck, by Andrew Boorde , who
is c areful to state on the t i tle that he is an E ngl ishman . W e may

perhaps presume from th i s tha t he was the first E ngl i shman
,
as

opposed to fore igners , to wr i te an Alman ack and Prognostication ;
for of course the early Prognosticator, Wi l l iam Parron

, was not

a nati ve of th is coun try .
Un fortun ately on ly the first leaf of th is

book remain s , in the Bagford c ol lec’tion ,
and no c opy of any other

ed ition is known . Boorde wrote several other works and was both
a phys i c ian and travel ler, and was also in Holy O rde rs . A c cord ing
to the D iéi ionary of N a tiona l B iogr aphy he was educated at Oxford ,
and became a C ar thus ian ; was appoin ted Suffragan B ishop of

C h ichester abou t 1 5 2 1 , and took the Oath of C onform ity at the

London C harterhou se in 1 5 34 . H e i s known to have praéfised
med ic in e at Glasgow in 1 5 36, bu t from 1 5 3 8 to 1 542 he was

se ttled at Mon tpel l ier . In 1 549 he was imprison ed in the Fleet
,

and d ied that year .

For the same year, 1 545 , G rafton pr in ted a tran slation of a

Prognostication by Math ias B rothyel of Raven sburgh ,
and John

Herford a sexto- dec imo by Laet
,
the on l y fragmen ts of wh ich are

par ts of unfolded Sheets in the Un iversity L ibrary , C ambridge , and
Worce ster C athedral Library .

For the last year of the rei gn of Henry VI I I Grafton pr in ted
a Prognostication ,

in oétavo , by A c h illes P . Gasser , surgeon to Maxi
m il ian I , a copy of wh ich is in the Bodle ian . The au thor of th i s
book is en tered in the H and- lists of Book: pr inted by London P r inter :
as Gan sarus . We also h ave two cop ies of an un folded Sheet of

s ixteen leaves of an Alm anack and Prognostication by Jasper Lae t,
wh i ch con stitute the earl iest complete sexto—dec imo ed i tion th at
rema in s, al though as the sheets have been recovered from b ind
ings, some of the leaves are rather badly c u t (see Plate X I I) . As

was the case in the first o€tavo ed ition of 1 54 1 there was probably
another sheet con tain ing a Prognostication wi th a separate title
and c olophon .
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As the ed i tion m entioned before for 1 5 50 pr in ted by Thomas

Raynalde can not be located , th is is the last ed ition that the wri ter
has found by Jasper Laet the younger . Laet

’
s d isappearance

,

coupled with the faé
’

t that Herford , who had been p rint ing his
sexto-dec imo Almanack

,
p roduces one in the same format for the

year 1 548 by James Sauvage, invi tes us to assume that Laet d ied
shortly after th is, and it is qu ite possible that he may have wri tten
h is 1 550 Prognosticat ion some years before it was prin ted .

The Almanack by Sauvage is known only from fragmen ts at

Westminste r Abbey and C artmel l Priory C hurch Library . I t has

a mistake on the t itle , the au thor’s name being rendered as

“ Jacob instead of James .

”

For th is year ( 1 548 ) we have the first of the series of oé’ravo

Almanacks and Prognostication s wr itten by An thony Askham and

prin ted by W i ll iam Powel l , but, unfortunatel y , excep t for th is un
c ut sheet of e igh t leaves (wh ich has been folded and bound up)
contain ing the Prognostication , or second part of the book , and a

c opy of the ed i tion for 1 55 3 , wh ich conta ins both parts, all the
Cop ies seem to have d isappeared . Some years ago there existed a

large set of Askham
’
s Almanacks and Prognostications , bound to

ge ther, wi th a copy of an Almanack prin ted atWorcester by John
O swen, and several other Almanacks up to 1 57 1 , bu t, unfortunately,
although they have been searched for in the Library where they
were said to be , they have not been found . Another ed ition 1

of

Ful l Titles : A Prognoss icac ion and an Almanac fastened together, declaring
the D ispoc ission of the People

,
and also of the W ether

,
with certa ine E leétyon s and

Tymes chosen both for Physic ke and Surgerye, and for the Husban dman . And also
for H awckying, Hun t in g F ish ing and Foulyinge, ac c ordinge to the Sc ien ce of Astro
nomy ; made for the year of our Lord God M .D .L . c alc uled for the merydyan of

Yorke, and praétic ed by An thony Askam.

[C olophon i] : Impryn ted at London in Flete Strete at the S igne of the George,
next to Saynt D un stone

’
s C hurc he, by Wyllyam Powe l l . C um pri v i legio ad impri

mendum solum .

”

“ A Prognoss ica c ion for the yere of our Lord M.C C CCC .L . c alc uled upon the

Mer id iane of the Towne ofAnwarpe and the Coun try thereabout
,
by Master Peter
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A skham
, for 1 5 50 was d i scove red over s i xty years ago u nder the

floor of a hou se in the west of E ngland , it was bound with a Pro

gnostic ation by Peter of Moorbeeke , bu t the wr i ter cannot say if
the cop ies stil l exist .

Askham is the first of the Prognostication writers to tel l us
that h is ed itions were calcu lated for a provin c ial city ; that for
1 548 was for the merid ian ofYork . H e calls h imself physic ian

,

”

and repeats th is descrip tion of h imself in the ed ition for 1 55 3 .

The D ic‘tionary of N ationa l B iog raplzy state s that he was a Bach elor
ofMed icine of C ambr idge

,
and that in 1 5 5 3 he was appointed to

the l iving of Burneston in Yorksh ire by E dward V I . H e was thus
,

l ike many of the E ngl ish Almanack wri ters , both doétor and cleric .
But when Mary came to the throne we find h im c al l ing h imse lf
Phys ician and Pr iest so, presumably, he had no great lean ings

towards the Reformed Rel igion bu t went wi th the times . In his

1 5 5 3 ed i tion , he gives d ireéfions for find ing the time at n igh t by
the r is ing and setting of certain stars ; and as he says th i s system
was praCtised n igh tly by h is househol d , he may have been a fa irl y
wealthy man

,
and had a larger establ ishment than most parish

priests of his day.

By 1 5 56 he had gone to Medlay, as his ed ition for 1 557
says

,
Praétised at Medlay in Yorksh i re .

”
The last ed i tion of h is

that we hear of is for the year 1 5 58 , and p resumably b e either d ied
about th is t ime

,
or was one of those pri ests that fled the country

on the accession of E l izabeth . H e issued oétavo ed i tions printed

of Moorbeeke
,
D oCloure in Physic ke of y“ same Towne, whereun to is added the

Judgemen t of M. Corne l ius Schute, D oé’tor in Phys ic ke of the Towne of Bruges in
Flanders

,
upon and concern ing the D isposic ion, E state and Con d ic ion of certa in e

Prync es, C on treys an d Reg ions for thys presen t yere . Trans lated out of D uch into
En glyshe by W i l l iam Harrys.”
[Colophon i] :

“ Imprinted at Lon don by John D aye
,
dwellynge ouer Aldersgate,

and Wylliam Seres dwe llyng in Peter Colledge, These Bokes are to be so ld a t the

Newe Shop by the lytle C onduyte in C hepsyde .

”
(N . and Q” I st ser ies

,
vol. iv

,

p.
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by Powel l from 1 548 to 1 5 55 , and for th is last year Thomas

M arshe pr in ted a Broads ide Almanack of his
,
and after that took

up the prin ting of h is oéfavos also . In add ition to h is Almanacks
Askham wrote several smal l books includ ing A l ittle treatise of

Astronomy declaring the leape yeare ,
” publ ished by Powel l in 1 5 52 ,

and a smal l Herbal .
H is octavo ed ition s are neat and handy volumes, and suppl ied

the mode l for most of the ed itions by the E ngl ish wri ters . In the

ed ition for 1 5 53 he gives maps of the con stel lations by the ris ing
and se tting of wh ich the time was to be tol d at n igh t . The first
part of h is book con tain ing the Almanack and K alendar, l ike all

the annual ed i tion s of the s ixteen th cen tury , was prin ted in red and

black, wh i lst the Prognostication was en tire ly in black . Red was

never used in the printing of a Prognostication
,
as, probabl y, it was

c onsidered the serious porten ts of doom conta ined in it cou ld not
be treated in any other ink than black .

Askham also sets the fash ion , fol lowed by most E ngl ish Pro
gnostic ators, of om i tting the prophec ies as to peace, war, kings,
princes, town s, and coun tries , and con ten ted h imself wi th forecasts
of the weather for the seasons and mon ths

,
and the S icknesses to be

expeéted . A sample of h is style is appended , aga in taken from the

edi tion for 1 55 3 , the only copy avai lable to the writer
Of Sommer .

”
From the . xi i . ofJune to the . xi i i . of Sep t

ember shalbe a fayre moysty wether . And for the mon ths
“ Apryll .

” “ The last quarter the .v . day at . i i . of the c loc ke at

afternone , V pon wenysday, some shoures, and aboute the .vi i . or . vi ii .
day more shoures . The n ewe moon e the . xi i . day at x . of the

c loc ke at after noon e
,
c olde shoures , and dyuers shouryngdays

toge ther to n ere the quarter . The fyrst quarter the . xx day at

mydnyght Vpon Th ursday shoures with much thonder almoost al l

the quarter, and wyndy. The ful moone the . xxvii i . day at vi . of
the cloke before none vpon sonday

,
shoures one day or . i i . and

windy , and the fyrst ofMay cloudy .
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Th is extraét is qu ite typ ical of all the Prognostication s of the

weather up to the end of the cen tury , though occas ionally ind ividual
wri ters rather en larged the subjeéf and some times added h in ts on

heal th
,
more espec ially in regard to the four seasons .

Askham began h is year in January, and th is examp le was
followed by most of the E ngl ish Prognosticators, but a few who

appear to have been more of astronomers than physic ian s, begin in
the more sc ien tific way wi th the vern al E qu inox . One other
change is made by Askham,

and that is the omission from the

K alendar of the Red and Black crosses and half-crosses , ind icating
the good days for blood- le tting , bath ing, etc . , wh ich up to now

had always appeared in Almanacks written by fore igners, and are

found in a very few of the books by E ngl ish authors, but in none

after 1 57 1 . (See Plate X I I I . )
Return ing to the chronological order ; there is a fragmen t of

a Prognostication byJames Sauvage for 1 550 at B rasenose C ollege ,
Oxford . Th is was printed by Daye and Seres, and is the last we
h ear of th is au thor .

The Almanack prin ted by J . O swen at Worcester
,
as has

al ready been stated , cannot be found ; i t was written by Symon

H enringius or H euringius and Lodowick Bogard or Boyard , and
is the on ly ed ition of an Almanack and Prognostication in book
form that is known to have been pr in ted ou ts ide London .

For 1 5 5 3 there is Askham
’
s book already men tioned , and for

1 5 54 the first known ed ition wri tten by H en ry Low . Th is was a

sexto-decimo prin ted by John K ingston and Hen ry Sutton ,
but all

that remains of i t are the fragmen ts in the Un ivers i ty Library ,
C ambridge . Low’

s n ame appears on the ti tle-page as Lon , bu t,

as we find his name sometimes spelled Lou ,
th is form is eviden tly

due to a reversed u .

All we know of Low is the faét, stated on h is ti tle-pages, that
he l ived at Sal isbury, “

near to the C lose gate , and praéfised

med i cme . Al though he wrote annual ed i tion s for at least twen ty
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in London ; and th is book is the first in wh ich the theor ies of

C opern i c u s were put forward in th i s coun try .

Pausing here a momen t, and glanc ing back , we see that p rae
t ically all our knowledge of these books has been ob tained from
fragmen ts of e i ther prin ter’s or b inder’s waste . The on ly perfeéf
ed itions before 1 540 are cop ies of two Prognostications in Latin ,

and after that date
,
though we have several P rognostication s wh ich

are perfeéf, there are not more than four Almanacks of th is c lass
wh ich c an pass muster under the name of a copy . The Almanack
and Progn ostication bound together in book form was now fu lly
establ ished as a popular annual ; and wi th the incorporation of the

C ompany of Stationers in 1 5 57, D r . Arber’s invaluable tran scr ipt
of the ir registers becom ing available

, we are enabled to fol low fairly
easily the inc reased ou tput and further h istory of these books to

the year 1 57 1 , where a break of some years occurs in the registers .

As the years go on we find a larger number of cop ies of ed i tion s
Sti l l extan t, though , alas! m any of them are sti l l imperfect or in

fragmen ts . I t wi l l no longe r
,
however

,
be necessary to refer to each

ind ividual copy, and for the rest of the century we may be con ten t
with ind icating the ch ief poin ts of in terest in regard to spec ial
cop ies and the wri ters themse lves.

W i th the commencemen t of E l izabe th’s re ign many new

au thors appear . The first we must mention is Wi ll iam K enn ing
ham or C un ingham , best known as the author of T/ze C osmo

gr ap/zic a l Gla sse. C un ingham
’
s first issues appear to have been for

the year 1 5 5 8 , for wh ich two ed i tions
,
on e con tain ing a portra it of

the author, are among the lost volume ofAlmanac ks already referred
to . From the ful l ti tle of one of these ed i tion s

, as preserved in
N otes andQuer ies ,1 it appears that he wrote h is fi rst Almanacks for

Ti tle : “ A Newe Almanac ke and Prognos t icat ion colleéted for y
° yere of our

Lord MDLV1 11 . , where in is expressed the change and ful of the Mone
,
with the ir

Quarters . T he var ie ty of the ayre
,
and a lso of the win des throughout the who le

yeare, wi th in fortuna te t imes to bie
,
and se l l

,
take med ic ine

,
sowe, plan t, and journ ey
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the merid ian of Norwich ; bu t the ed i tions for 1 564 and 1 566,
cop i es of wh ich are at Bri twel l, were wri tten for that of London .

Another wri ter, Lewes Vaughan , of whom noth ing is known
,

i ssued an Almanack and Prognostication for the me rid ian of

Gloucester for 1 559, a copy of wh ich is at Br itwel l ; Part I I , c on
tain ing the Prognostication

,
is imperfefit, bu t gives forecasts for

peace and war du ring the year . As Vaughan u ses d iagrams of the

equ inoxes
,
etc . w e may suppose that he w as an astronomer of some

learn ing . H is latest known issue was for 1 56 1 .

At B r itwel l, aga in , are to be foun d the first ed i tions by
M ichae l Nostradamus . Translations of th is wri ter’s books appear
to have been very popular in th is coun try, but t hese two ed itions

,

both for the year 1 559 , one an Almanack prin ted by Sutton
,
and

the other a Prognostication stated to have been prin ted at An twerp
,

but probably prin ted in E ngland in defian ce of Sutton
’
s righ ts, to

gether with a fragmen t of an ed ition for 1 566 are all that remain
to us .

For some reason the books by Nostradamus appear to have
been more p irated than any others

,
and several p rin ters were fined

by the C ompany of Stationers
,
the best known case be ing that of

the ed ition p r in ted by W i l l iam Powel l in 1 5
1
5 ? For prin ting

th is Powel l h imse l f was fined 2s . 6d. ,
and no fewer than n ine teen

booksel lers we re fined also for sel l ing it , some of them as much as

3s . 4d. , the fines be ing perhaps proportioned to the number of

cop ies each had sold .

Nostradamus , who was probably the most celeb rated astrologer
of the sixteenth cen tury , was born at St. Remy , near Avignon , in
1 503 . H e first came into notice when praétising as a physic ian at

Salon in Provence , where he successfull y c ombated a terrible
outbreak of the plague . H e became physician to Hen ri I I and

&c. Made for the Merid ian of Norwich and Pole Arc ktic ke 111. degrees , and serv in g
for all E ngland . By W i l l iam K enn ingham,

Phys ic ian .

”

(N . a nd Q” 6th series
,

vol. x i, p.
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afte rwards to Frangois I I and C harles XI , and was taken up by
C athe rine de Me

'd ic is , who b rought h im to c ou rt and loaded him
with honou rs . By many people he was con side red a charlatan , but

large numbers of the nob i l i ty
,
fol lowing the example of the queen ,

became his patrons , and he became immen sely wealthy . H e d ied
in 1 566.

Nostradamus
’
most c elebrated Prognostication s were i ssued

under the ti tle of The C entur ies . The fi rst issue was arranged in
three centur ies, bu t the se ri e s was afterwards extended to ten . H is

Almanacks and Prognostications were l icen sed to variou s E ngl ish
prin ters up to the year but n o ed i tion of h is Prognostica
tions after that date appear to h ave been publ i sh ed in th i s coun try
un ti l the seven teen th cen tury .

Henry Roc heforth or Rochford i ssued h is first Almanack and

Prognostication for 1 560 . The book, wh ich is a sexto- dec imo, was

printed by Owen Rogers, and was the fi rst ed it i on of th i s class to
con tain a l ist of the Fa i rs

,
though a sim ilar l ist had already appeared

in Leonard D igges’ P r ognos tic a tion E ver lasting , 1 5 56. The on ly
copy of the book is in the B ri tish Museum

, bu t fragmen ts of

another ed i tion by h im
,
for 1 56 1 , are in the possess ion of Mr .

G . J . G ray and the Un ivers i ty Library , C ambridge . Roc heforth

also prognosticate s for peace and war, as Vaughan d id, in add ition
to the ord in ary weather forecasts . H e is also pecul iar in having
had one of h is Almanacks l icensed to h imse lf in the on ly
known case of an Almanack wr i ter be ing h is own l icen see . I t is

curious to note that in the same year another ed i tion of h is was

l icensed to Thomas Purfoote . The last men tion ofh is work is the
l icens ing of an ed i tion by h im for 1 568 to Henry Bynn eman .

In the year 1 560 appeared on e of the books wri tten aga inst
Prognostic ation s .

l Th is was a Latin work called Anti-P rognosticou,

by W ill iam Pulean
,
and an E ngl ish translation

,
by Wi ll iam Payn te r

of Sevenoaks
, w as publ ished in the same year . The origina l

The authors wr itten aga inst we re Nostradamus, Cun ingham,
Low

,
etc .
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ed i tion was pr in ted by Humfrey Toy for He n ry Su tton
, the

translation by Sutton h imself. C op ies of both are at Bri twel l .
The book was w ri tten to show the folly of the bel ief that all the

aétions of l ife were ru led by the stars, and the author poin ts ou t

that Prognostication s were not on ly wicked but fool i sh . Thus he
wri tes : “ To jou rney on lande is good when so ever a man hath
honest and n ecessary affairs the better yf the weather be faire and

the way clean, special ly yf he be a foote man . But he , that havyng
urgen t business wyll tary untyll he have a good ,

day is worthy to
come to late , or as they say A daye after the fayre .

”
The wisdom

of th is remark must have been apparen t even in those days ; as

also that it was better to take med icine when it was needed than
wait ti l l the moon was in a certain Sign of the Z od iac . Appar
ently , however, it was qu ite possible to su i t your Almanack to

you r case
,
as is shown in a book (pr inted by Henry Bynneman

for Lucas Harison) , publ ished Shortly after th i s cal led
,

“ The

Astronomer
’
s game or a game for th ree Whe tstones, played by

two Masters of Art and a D oétor .

”

Bagford says that th i s book w as prin ted in 1 560,
bu t the

copy the wr i ter has seen
‘ is dated 1 569 . Probably Bagford has

made a m istake , as the three Almanacks against wh ich the work
was a imed were written by Buckm in ster, Sec uris, and D r . Low ,

and the first two do not appear to have started wri t ing ti l l after
1 560 .

The author
,
N icolas Allen , prints the three Almanacks in

three paral lel column s
,
in order to show how they d iffer ; the

three scarce ly ever agree ing as to what s ign the moon was in or

what weather was to be expeéted . Allen is very sarcasti c on the

subjeét ; bu t, on the other hand
, we c an see that if i t was desirable

to let a patien t’s blood or adm in ister a dose
,
and one Almanack

said the day was unprop itious , it m ight sti l l be easy to find another

wh ic h would certify the con trary .

Corpus Chr ist i Co llege
,
Oxford . Press mark, Polyg. b .
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Amongst the H oltorp
1 fragments at the John Rylands Library

is the title~page of A Wonderful! P rophecye, by C aryon s, pr in ted
by An thon y Sc oloker and Wi ll iam Seres in 1 560 ; but there is

noth ing to show wh ether th is was a Prognostication or not, so it

is not in cluded in our l i st.
AlexanderMounslowe began to write h is Almanacks abou t th i s

time ; the first known is on e for 1 56 1 , represented by fragmen ts

in the Un i versity Library
,
C ambr idge . Th i s book was wri tten

for the merid ian of Oxford . Many of Mounslowe
’
s ed itions have

d isappeared , but those for 1 579 and 1 5 8 1 , the latest, were
‘both

wri tten for the merid ian of C hester . The preface to his 1 5 8 1

ed ition is dated : “ In Smithfeelde in B rownes ren tes
,
fast by the

s igne of the C atherine Wheele .

”
Noth ing more is known of

h im .

We now come to John Sec uris, whose name has al ready been
men tioned . L ike D r . Low he l i ved at Sal isbury . The first issues
we know of h is are for 1 562 , and he appears to have been on e of

the most popular authors of th i s time . H is Alman acks were issued
in all the three s izes (broadside fol io, oéfavo , and sexto-dec imo) ,
and fragmen ts or copies of at least ten of his ed i tion s rem a in

, the

latest be ing for 1 579 . H e tel ls u s h imself that he praétised in the
Newe Street in Sal i sbury

,
and th at he was a Professor of Physic .

Accord ing to the D iétionary of N ational B iogr aphy h is n ame was

Latin ized from the E ngl ish Hatchett . H e stud ied in the Un i

versity of Pari s and afterwards at Oxford ; and was probably
l i censed to praétise in Sal isbury by the B ishop

,
to whom he pre

sen ted a memorial on the question of med ical d iplomas
,
mak ing

var ious suggestions ; one of wh ich was that anyone who was not

a graduate of a Un iversity shoul d on ly praétise on a rece ipt of a

d iploma from the B ishop or his Chancellor . H is Almanacks were
prin ted by Wal ley , Marshe , Powel l , and Watk in s and Roberts ;

Mr. E . G. D uff in forms the writer that the c olleé’tor of these fragments was
M. H iero v . H oltorp.
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his on ly other books appear to have been some smal l med ical
treatises . (See Plate X I V . )

Most of Sec uris
’
ed itions have some interesting points ; that

for 1 562 gives a l ist of med icin es that may be given at any t ime

wi thou t danger, such as
“ manna , rhubarb , senna,

”
e tc . ; and in

the ed i t ion for 1 568 he ends with these words : “ And nowe to

conclude
,
I saye al dayes are good to a good man

,
after a certaine

respefte and mean inge wh ich throws an in teresting l igh t on the
p rofess ional bel ief in the importance of the zod iac a l influences. In
the 1 569 ed ition he reproduces Regiomon tanus

’cur ious p rophecy
of the Armada .

1

James N icolson
,
of whom noth ing is known but that he was

a D oé
’

tor of Physic , wrote a P rognostication for the year 1 563 , of

wh ich on ly fragments remain . I t was printed by Rowland H al l
for James Rowbotham .

The next author we have to deal wi th is Francis C ox (or
C oxe) . The on ly known ed ition of h is is a P rognostication for
1 566, of wh ich a copy is in the Un ivers i ty Library, Cambridge .

H e appears to have been an extraord inary c haraéter. Accord ing
to the D ittionary of N a tiona l Biogr aphy he was a quack

,
and was

summoned before the Pr ivy Coun ci l in 1 56 1 on the charge of

sorcery and severely pun ished . H e made a publ ic confess ion at

the Pi l lory in C heapside , and afterwards publ ished a pamphlet
against “

the Detestable Wickedness of Magical Sc iences or

Nec roman c ie
,
C onju ration s of Sp i rits ,” etc . Th is is probably the

The translat ion is as fo l lows
A Thousand yeares, five hund reth and fouresc ore,

S in ce Christ was borne
,
in add ing e ight : no more,

Sha l l then be seene, a wonderfu l straunge yere ,
W hen Troubles great

,
and sorowes sha l l appeare .

I f at that t ime, the whole world doe not fayle,

If lan d and sea , doe any thyng preua ile
Y et K ingdomes all

,
shal l then go ups ide down e,

W ith mourn ing chere
,
and sorowe in every towne .
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book wh ic h w as l i c en sed to John Alde and John Audeley in

under the entry C oxe’s agayn st sossorers and c oungere rs wi th an

Almanack .

”
H e also wrote a wel l-known book of rec e ip ts , pr inted

in 1 575 .

E l is (E lesc ius or Li c ius) Bomelius wrote an Almanack and

Prognostication for 1 567, C al culated for the Merid ian ofLondon ,

to the u se of the righ t honourable and his s ingular good Lord ,
the Lord Lum ley and prin ted by Hen ry Bynn eman . The book ,
a quarto,

has a blank page oppos i te eac h mon th of the K alendar
for notes, and is the first of the annual d iar ies . A year earl ie r
Thomas Purfoote h ad prin ted , what he cal led “ A blanke and

perpetuall Almanac ke ,
”
in oc

’

tavo ; wi th blank leaves for the same

purpose , bu t th is comes under our class ‘D .

These D iaries appear to have become popular later in the

c en tury . Watk ins and Roberts’ed i tions were all i ssued in oéfavo ;

the on ly othe r quarto we know was the one
,
p rin ted by Hen ry

Denham in 1 57 1 , wr i tten by T . H . (Thomas H i ll) . Who H i ll
was does not seem to be known ; but he te l ls us h imself that he
was a Londone r

,
and he wrote h is later Almanacks for the

merid ian of Oxford . H e must have begun wri ting early in E l iza
beth’s re ign , as he is on e of the au thors again st whom the An ti
prognostic on was launched , and we have an Alman ack of his for

three years
,
beginn ing in 1 560 . H is last known ed ition was for

1 572 .

Bomelius, who appears to h ave on ly i ssued one other ed it ion ,

that l icensed to N icholas E nglonde in I 5%, was a fore igner born
a tWesel

,
but an M . D . of C ambridge . H e praéfised as a phys ician

and astro loger in London ,
and in 1 567 was arrested for do ing so

wi thou t a l icen se from the C ol lege of Phys ic ians . In 1 570 he

settled in Russ ia, and ga ined the favour of Ivan IV as a magic ian ;
but in 1 574 he was arrested for in tri gu ing again st the k ings of

Poland and Sweden ,
and was thrown into pri son

,
where he d ied

H is prognostication of the effects of the ecl ipse of the
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that the four, wh ich appear among the l icences of the last—named
year

,
are all stated to have been au thor ized by the Archb ishop

of C anterbury , the on ly p reviou s in stan ce known of such an

authorization being that given to the ed i tion by Fnlkes for 1 563

by the B ishop of London . Proclamation s had been i ssued again st

sed itious books in 1 568 and 1 569 , in wh ich it was on c e more

ordered , that all books we re to be presented to the B i shop of the

D iocese or his Ord inary for l icense ; and no on e w as to keep or

read any sed itiou s book wi thou t the exp ress l icense of the B ishop ,
Ord inary

,
or some Archb ishop or other B ishop of the Realm .

C learly the Prognosticators had taken alarm .

The en tire produfi ion s of many of the au thors of th is
period have d i sappeared , and though we know of e ither copies
or fragmen ts of more than forty ed ition s of all classes of these
books between the years 1 5 58 and 1 57 1 , we on l y know of

such authors as George W i l l iams
, Doétor H aryc ok , V iéfor ius

Sc ourfylde , Master Gayle , Barn abe Gayn sforth , Master John son ,

Thomas Stephens , Gent, e tc . ,
by the i r names appearing among

the l icenses.
O ur th ird and last period begin s wi th the first paten t to

R ichard Watk ins and Jam e s Roberts The earl iest ed i tion
is th at for 1 572 by T homas H i ll

,
the on l y fragments of wh ich

are in the possess ion of Mr . Fal coner Madan
,
and the words

,

C um priuilegio RegimMa ie statis appear un der the impr in t .

Watk in s and Robe rts took over the produéfion of all the

books of the authors already wr iting annual Almanac ks and Pro
gnostic ation s, such as H i l l , Sec uris , Mounslowe , and Low , and

pr in ted them regu larly un ti l each d ied off or ceased to wr ite ; and

then others took the ir place
,
so that w e find n ew authors

, such as

H artgill, Norton ,
H arvey , Frende , G ray , and Dade beginn ing

between 1 5 80 and 1 590 ,
and Watson and W esthawe between

1 590 and 1 600 . But th e most importan t author of th is period
,

and the one who wrote for a longer time than any other E ngl i sh
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Almanack writer, was Thomas Buckminster
,
or Buckmaster, as his

n ame is sometimes spe l t.
Buc kmin ste r

’
s name fi rst appears among the l icenses for the

year when an ed ition by h im was l i c en sed to Newberry
,
bu t

in the next year Wal ley had the l icense ; and in 1 567, 1 568 , and

1 569 Garet Dewes, the books be ing p rin ted for him by John
K ingston . In a sp ir itual Almanack and Prognostication by
Thomas Buckmaster, Min ister,1 was l icensed to Thomas Hacke tt ;
but in the same year Watk in s had a l icense for a

‘ Prognostic ation

by h im
,
and after that prin ted all h is ed itions . The last known

ed ition of Buckmin ste r
’
s is a Broads ide for 1 599, so that he was

i ssu ing h is Almanacks for at least th irty-five years . Although he
does not tel l us so h imself

,
we learn from The A stronomer

’
s Game,

wh ich has been men tioned earl ier, that he was a Master of A rts ,
bu t of wh ich Un iversi ty is not stated . All h is Prognosticat ion s
have a strong rel igious tenden cy , and at the end of h is later
ed ition s he gen eral ly adds a few verses or poem of exhortation .

The best of these i s one wh ich appears in h is ed i tion for 1 5 89 ,

beginn ing
Awake for shame

,
why snort you thus and sleepe ?

W hy lye you styll when tyme it is to ryse ?
W hy cause you not th is slome away to c reepe ?

W hy doth it styll thus lurke whithin your eyes ?
Awake I say, ye worldlynges nothing wyse,
D estruéi ion and wrath e ls soden ly wyll come
Awake therefore and shake away th is slome .

Buckminster was also th e author of what perhaps may be cal le d
a National An them undoubtedly wri tten on the defeat of the

Armada
,
and beginnmg :

O Lorde preserve our gratious Queene
D efende her from all foes .

In another ed ition he ends his book wi th an acrostic on the

Queen
’
s name .

This shows he was in Holy Orders .
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Buckm inster p robably wrote other poems or an thems
,
the

two at the end of the later ed ition s of Ste rnhold and Hopk in s’

P sa lms in Meter forMorn ing and E ven ing Praye r under the in i tials
T . B . ,

be ing almos t certa in ly attr ibu table to h im .

Abou t 1 574 John K ingston p rin ted R ichard Forster
’
s Epheme

r idesMeteorogr aphic ce for 1 57 1 . Th is has the Prognostication prin ted
at the s ide of each mon th of the K alendar, and is in the shape of

an oblong pocket-book , each leaf be ing h alf the size of an ord inary
quarto . The author w as a celebrated physic ian , an M . D . of

Oxford
,
h is col lege be ing All Souls . H e was Presiden t of the

C ollege of Physic ian s from 1 60 1 to 1 604 and again in 1 6 1 5
- 1 6.

Th is book ‘

appears to h ave been his on ly publ ication
A single leaf amongst the Bagford fragmen ts is all that

remain s of the Almanacks and Prognosti cations by George H artgill,

but Bagford m en tion s that h is ed ition for 1 5 8 1 was wri tten for
the merid ian of B ri stol . H is best known book was the Gener a l

C a lenda r s or most ea s ie A stronomic a l Tahles , prin ted in 1 594 . Another
s ingle leaf, in the same c olleétion

,
is all w e know of Humfrey

Norton
’
s books . Th is , wh ich is the ti tle-page of h is ed i t ion for

1 5 8 1 , tells uS that he wrote his Almanack and Prognostication in
the C ity ofW in chester , and that he was a studen t in Astronomy ;
noth ing e lse is known about h im .

The first ed i tion by John Harvey is for the year 1 5 84, the

on l y copy be ing in the Bodle ian . H e must have wri tten i t when
he was abou t twen ty

,
as when he d ied in 1 592 he w as twenty- n ine .

H e was the brother of Gabr iel Harvey , the poet , and R ichard
Harvey

,
the astrologer . Accord ing to the D ic‘tionary of N a tiona l

B iogr aphy he was born at Saffron Walden , and m atricu lated at

Qi eens
’
C ollege, C ambridge , obtainmg h is M .A . in 1 5 84, and

afterwards the degree of M .D . H e prafi ised at K ing’
s Lyn n

under a l icen se gran ted by the Un iversity . The on ly other ed it ion
of h is extan t is that for 1 5 89 . Th i s h e cal ls an Alman ack or

Ann ual Kalendar, and he includes in ' i t a l ist of the fai rs ,
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We now come to W i l l iam Farmer
’
s Almanac k and Pro

gnostic ation for the Pole Artic ke of the C itie of D ubl ine for

1 5 87 (see Plate XV I) . The book is a quarto ; and is in teresting
,

not on ly as the on ly ed i tion wri tten by a surgeon
,
and the on ly

ed i tion written for I reland , bu t also as the first Almanack prin ted
in E ngland wh i ch gives both the E ngl ish and fore ign K alendar,
i . e. the Old and the N ew Style . The N ew Style 1 had begun to

be used by Spain ,
Portugal , and part of I taly on the 1 5 th (5 th) of

Oéltober 1 5 8 2 , by France and Lorra ine on the o zoth ( 10th) of
Decembe r

,
by Holland

,
B rabant, Flanders , and H ainau lt on the

2 5 th ( 1 5 th) of
' D ec ember of the same year ; Denmark also adopted

it in 1 5 8 2 , and most parts of Swi tzerland in 1 5 8 3 or 1 584 ; the

German Catholics adopted it in 1 5 84, Poland in 1 5 8 6, and H un

gary 1 5 87 .

The Almanack is prin ted in two columns giving b oth the

styles , so that it cou ld be used e ither at home or abroad
, and an

in troduéfion to the Prognostication explain s the reasons for the

change in the Kalendar . (See Plate XV I I . )
Herbert, quoting Ames , says that th is Almanack was the first

pr inted in I relan d , but Ames had eviden tly not seen the second
T i tle nor the C olophon

,
both of wh ich state that the book was

pr in ted by Watk in s and Roberts at London . Unfortunately noth ing
seems to be known ofWi l l iam Farmer h imself.

Gab riel Frende is our n ext author . H is fi rst extan t ed i tion is
for 1 5 87, bu t as in the preface ofh is ed ition for 1 590 he cal ls that
his seven th Almanack

,
he must have begun wr iting them about

1 5 8 3 . Al l his ear l ier ed itions were wr i tten for the Meridian of

C an terbury, and an in teresting set of his books from 1 5 87 to 1 592

are in the Library of C anterbury Cathedral . They appear to have
all belonged to one man , who has made many in teresting notes in

them of the plac eS
'

he visited , etc . ,
and has noted sometimes how

See The C hronology of H istory, by Sir Harr is N icolas, London
,

1 333 , pp . 3 2-34.
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the weather compared with the forec ast . The orig inal owner is
not known

,

1 but on the ti tle-page of the first of the ed i tion s is the
name Lee Warly in a late hand .

All Frende’s oa avo Alman acks are d iar ies, that is, they h ave
a blank page left opposi te each mon th for notes ; bu t a sexto-dec imo

ed ition was also i ssued , at any rate for some of the years, withou t
blank leaves.

Of Frende h imself we on ly learn from his books that he was
a studen t and praéfitioner of phys ic and astrology . H e p robably
l ived in or near C an terbury , and belonged to the K en tish fam i ly
of h is name ; if he praé’tised in C anterbury he probably had a

l icense from the A rchb ishop
,
bu t as h is later Almanacks are not

expressly stated to have been written for C anterbury , it is poss ible
that he may have moved to some other place after 1 593 . The last
ed i tion wh ich comes in to the period dealt wi th in th is book is that
for 1 599, but ed ition s of h is are known for the early years of the
n ext cen tury . H e occasional ly ends his book wi th a short poem ,

but his rhythm is not as good as Bu c kminster’s .

Walter G ray , Gen tleman
,
and John Dade , Gen tleman ,

are our

on ly other au thors who began before 1 590 . Gray wrote for D or

chester and the west, and gave a l i st of the principa l h ighways ,
p robably cop ied from Grafton’

s L ittle Treatise, or Adams
’Wr iting

Tahles with a K a lenda r (see class E ) , in wh ich they had appeared
earl ier .

Dade’s Books are ch iefly remarkable for the d iagrams in the

Prognostication s ; but to h im must be attribu ted the triple Almanack
for 1 59 1 by J . D . The book is a quarto, and the th ree Almanacks
are the C ommon or Old Style , the Roman or N ew Style, and the
true and exaét Almanack . Of the four cop ies of th is book wh ich
the presen t wr iter has seen , the one in the Un i versi ty L ibrary,
C ambridge, appears to be of an earl ier issue than those in the

From the notes he seems to have been in some way c on neCted w ith Emmanuel
Col lege , Cambr idge .
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Bri tish Museum and Trin i ty C ol lege , C ambr idge . In these th e

ti tle-page has been altered , and a l ist of faul ts escaped added . The

copy in the Bodle ian appears to belong to yet another issue, as

several of the words found in red in the other cop ies are printed
in black .

O ur last two authors are Robert Westhawe and Robert
Watson . By the former we know two ed itions , one for 1 594, of

which a copy is in the British Museum ; the other for 1 595 , is

wr itten for the merid ian of Norfolk . Pre sumably he l ived in that
county . H e calls h imse lf Gentleman and Studen t in Astrology .
Watson , who was a praétitioner of physic at Bra in tree, wrote h is
Alman acks for E ssex, bu t th is, l ike all the others wr i tten for spec ial
c ities or coun t ies , was stated to apply generall y to all E ngland .

Accord ing to the D iétionary of N a tiona l B iog raphyWatson matric u

lated at (Qeens
’
C ollege

,
C ambridge

,
took h is BA . from C lare

Hall in 1 5 84
-

5 , and was l icensed to praéfise phys ic by his Un iver
sity. H e con tinued to wri te Almanacks in to the next cen tury , one
of h is for 1 605 be ing known .

All the oéfavo ed itions prin ted by Watkins and Roberts are

neat l i ttle books of the same s ize and shape . In some cases we find

the whole set of Almanacks for the year bound together, so that

a purchaser m ight have the un ited op in ions of all the Almanack
wr iters of the day. A very in te resting set in the Bodle ian for
1 5 89 , has had blank leaves boun d between each Almanack on

wh ich the own er has entered many notes and accoun ts . The two

sets at Lambe th appear to be in exaétly the same state as when they
left the prin ter’s hands and have neve r been used .

The on ly
‘

two authors of whose Almanacks Watk ins and

Roberts issued sexto-decimos , fragmen ts of wh ich rema in
,
were

Buc kminster and Frende .

1

There is a fragmen t of one by D ade for 1 600, which was probably issued after
the death of W atk ins

,
as it is prin ted for E dward W h i te “

the ass igne of James

Robe rts.”
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The con ten ts of the Almanac ks w as muc h the same as in

those of the former period
,
but at the head of each mon th of the

K alendar w as general l y a verse of four l ines e i ther of med ical or
agri c u l tural h in ts, or referring to the occupations of the mon th

,

or of a prognostical c haraéfer . For in stance , ove r the mon th of

January in Walter Gray’s ed i tion for 1 589 , we find th ese l in es on

the occupation for th at month

Lay logges (my laddes) by loades on to the fyre .

Be myndfullMayde
,
to make thy lyquer good .

A N u tmegge now,
o lde hu ddles c uppe requi res .

Shrewde Sym from cold , wi th myttens, cloke hood .

And , over September in Thomas Bu c kmin ster
’
s ed i tion for 1 595 ,

w e have the fol lowing med ica l l ines :

Raw fru it
,
though ripe

,
may s ickness br ing .

Un r ipe, much eaten , a dangerous thing.
If now a surfit thou do take,
When other sleepe then thou must wake.

The Prognostications were also,
as before , almost en tire ly fore

c asts of the weather ; but some au thors added l ists of the fai rs ,
h ighways , and fortun ate and unfortunate days

,
wh i lst H arvey,

Dade and Westhawe gave d iagrams of e ither the E quinoxes or

Solstices , or of both .

I t wi ll be noticed that Watk in s and Roberts p rinted on ly the
work of E ngl ishmen . All the ir ti tle pages

,
both of the first and

second parts
,
are set wi th in a series of woodcu t borders

,
n early all

of wh ich have an astronomica l globe incorporated in them
,
though

occasionally old borders were il sed , once the property of R ichard
Jugge , or a plain lace borde r (see Plates XVI I I-XXI) . Praétic ally
every Almanack prin ted by them had a c u t of the anatom ical
man

,
but these d iffered con s iderably in s ize . In none of the ir

ed itions do we find tables of the E bbs and Floods . A few of

them are cal led “ Double Almanacks
,

”
but on ly give a double
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The author also points ou t that many of the predia ions would
fit any year, as for instance

Th is yeere Artific ers must take heede of too much stre in ing the ir backes.
Old men sha l l dye .

Smal l love amongst kinsfolkes .

Brothers and S isters shal l love on e another.

Many Shipwrac kes and st i rres on the seas .

The book does not appear to have affeéfed the populari ty of

the Prognost ication s, wh ich con t inued to be issued in as large
numbers as before .

C .
—BROAD s1D E s OR SHE ET ALMANAC K S AN D PROGNOSTICAT IONS

Th is class is the forerunner of the modern Almanack to be

found pinned on the wal l of n early every coun try cottage . Very
few of the smal l n umber of extan t cop ies are in anyth ing l ike
perfeét cond i tion ; but th is is scarcely to be won dered at

,
as in

eve ry case they have
,
apparen tly

,
been recovered from b indings .

Hundreds of thousands of cop i es must have been issued , for during
the last half of the s ixteenth cen tury there were probably several
i ssues each year, and as K alendars prin ted in red and black , and
Almanacks and Prognostications were spec ial ly exemp ted in the

orders
,
made by the C ompany of Stationers in 1 58 8 , l im iting the

number of cop ies to an ed i tion of all p rin ted books (Arber, 1i ,

p . it is probable that the ed i tions were large ones . But at the

same t ime it is scarcely surpri sing that so few cop ies rema1n
,
S i n ce

these Almanacks were in tended to be stuck on doors or wal ls
,
and

as soon as the year was over we re torn down and destroyed . I t is

probable , indeed , that if a request were made for a sheet Almanack
of ten years ago in any vi l lage to day it wou l d be praéi ic ally 1m

possible to obtain a copy .

Broads ide Almanacks and Kalendars were issued abroad in
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large numbers towards the latter part of the fifteen th century,1 but
as far as we know

,
none were issued for or u sed 1n E ngland du ring

this peri od . The earl iest ed ition the wri ter has been able to find

was for the year 1 5 1 0 ; it was wri tten by Jasper Laet , bu t has no
prin ter

’
s n ame attached ; the th ree extan t cop ies, wh ich are all in

Lambe th Pa lace Library
,
were found in an E ngl ish b ind ing

, and

two of them are on an und ivided sheet
,
as they left the hands

of the pr in ter . The first l ine of the t itle is in large xylograph ic
letter ing, and the two cop i es, wh ich are on the sam e sheet

,
d iffer

sl ightly in the cu tting of the figures of th is l ine and in the setting
up . The Almanack itself consists of on ly the c onjunéfions and

opposi tions of the moon , the days for letting blood and adm in i ster
ing med ic ines, etc . ,

and a few l ines of text con tain ing the declara
tion . I t wou ld not h ave been possible to have included th is
Almanack amongst a l ist of ed i tion s i ssued for E ngland

,
but for

the faét that the cop ies were found in an E ngl ish b ind ing and un

d ivided , wh ich shows that they were the remains of unused shee ts
sent over to be sold by some booksel ler who was also a b inder .

(See Plate XX I I . )
The prin ter was eviden tly Wi llem V orsterman of An twerp

,

for amongst the Bagford fragmen ts (Harl . 59 37, 1 9 1 ) i s an

Almanack of the same class
,
bu t larger, by Jasper Laet, and wi th

the same k ind of xylograph i c headl in e , for the year 1 5 1 1 , and

to th is is attached the n ame of W i llem V orsterman and the

double-headed eagle . There are also in the Un i vers ity Library
,

C ambridge , parts of two Almanacks of the same class by Jaspe r
Lae t for the year 1 5 20 ,

bu t as the presen twriter is i gnoran t as

to how any of these were acqu ired , or in what k ind Of b ind ings
they we re found , he cannot include them in h is l ist as Almanacks
written for use in E ngland . H e ventures on the hypothesis that
the reason for the om ission of the printer’s name in th is ( 1 5 1 0)
Almanack was because it was to be sol d in E ngland , and therefore

These were mostly Phlebotomy Kalendars.
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the booksel ler d id not wi sh to have a fore ign imprin t appearing
I n I t.

The on l y prognostication pr in ted as a Broadside that remains

is that by Jasper Laet, for 1 5 1 8 , prin ted at the Un ivers ity of

Oxford , the prin ter be ing John Sc olar . Th is is on ly known from
the rather deferftive fragmen ts in the Un iversi ty Library , C am
bridge , and some fragmen ts existing in the Library of C orpus
C hri sti C ol lege , Oxford . (See P lates XXI I I A and B . )

The first Sheet Almanack con ta in ing the fu ll K alendar is for
the year 1 52 3 , the on ly E ngl ish word in i t be ing Asshe Wen s

day.

”
The imprin t

,
wh ich probably came at the bottom

,
appears

to be c u t off
,
but most l ike ly it was prin ted at An twerp . The

author’s name is al so wanting .

The next ed i tion we know of is that for the year 1 5 30 ; it

was wr i tten by Jasper Laet, the younger, and printed at An twerp
by C hristofel van Ru remonde (see Plate XXIV) . Th is is the first
Sheet Alman ac k in E ngl ish , in wh ich language all ed i tions of th is
class were prin ted after th is date . Several se ts of fragmen ts rema in
of another Almanack for the year 1 5 37 ; the prin ter

’
s name in every

case i s c u t off
,
bu t the measurements and type close ly app roximate

wi th those of the 1 5 30 ed i tion . All that remains of the au thor’s
name is ] e ; D oéfor ot Ph isyc k , on the strength of wh ich

,

apparen tly , it has been attr ibu ted in the B ri tish Mu seum Catalogue
to Andrew Boorde , but the presen t wr i ter th inks there is no

doubt that the “
e

”
is the last letter of the word “ An twarpe ,

”

and that the au thor was Jasper Laet the younger .

As was the c ase with the Almanac ks and Prognostication in
book form ,

abo is t the year 1 540, Sheet Almanacks began to be

prin ted in E ngland . H az l i tt (i , p . 7) m en tion s one prin ted by
N icolas Bourman for 1 54 1 , wh ich was defeél ive ; he appears to have
seen the copy , bu t does not state where he saw it, and the wri ter
has n ot been able to trace it . In the Library of Hereford Cathed ral
is an ed i tion for 1 543 by Jasper Laet ; unfortunately the c opy
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lacks the imprin t, so that it is imposs ible to say whether it was

p rin ted abroad or in E ngland . For the next year ( 1 544) a c opy
exists of an Almanack and Prognostication by M . Wal ter and

Henry Ry of Argen tine ,1 pr inted by R ichard Grafton for R ichard
Lan t ; th is is the earl iest ed ition with an E ngl ish imprin t wh i ch
the writer has seen . The copy was found l in ing the boards of a

C hurchwarden’
s book , and is preserved in the vestry at St. James

’

,

G arl ick H il l , E .C . There is also the fragment of another Sheet
Almanack for 1 544 in the Bagford c ollea ion . The names of both
the au thor and printer are wan t ing, and the date c an on ly be
fixed by cal culation . Th is Almanack has the E p istles and Gospels
prin ted in a column beside each mon th .

H erbert (i , p . 570) ment ions having seen the fragment of an
Almanack for 1 545 , written by Symon H enring ius (H euring ius)
Salc iden sis

,
pr in ted by M i chael Lobley , but again the wr iter c an

not trace th is fragmen t, if i t sti l l exists . For 1 546 there are

amongst the Bagford Fragments smal l p ieces of two issues , both
of wh ich have the mon ths pr in ted in th ree rows in stead of two as

in other Broads ide Almanacks .

I t may be ment ioned here that
,
as a rule

, Sheet Almanac ks
during the si xteen th cen tury had the mon th s , wh ich con ta ined
the fu l l Kalendar and the changes of the moon wi th a forecast of
the weather at each change , pr in ted in two rows

,
e ither in the

c orreéf order, that is, January , February , March , in the top row ,

and July , August, and September, in the bottom row ,
or wi th the

mon ths al te rnately
,
that is, January , March , May, e tc . , at the top,

and February
, April, J une at the bottom . They also had e ither a

s ingle column on the r ight hand side (giving the shee t an oblong
appearance), or six Short columns at the bottom (giving it an

upright appearance) , wh ich con tained the usual Almanack in
formation , such as the declaration , the anatom ical man

, ecl ipses ,
etc . But in the case of these Almanacks for 1 546 the mon ths were

Strassburg.
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printed i n three rows
,
so th at January , Apr il , Ju ly, and Qi bei'

came at the top, February , May, Augu st, and N ovember In the

m iddle and March
,
June

,
Septembei

'

, and December at the bottom ,

and there was al so a column on the left-hand s ide con tain ing the
influen ces of the sigris of the Z od iacwi th smal l cuts . The on ly
other ed ition prin ted I n th i s way that we know of I s that by Henry
Low ,

for theyear 1 558 , and th i s has the si gns of the Z od iac in a

column on both sides , S IX oii each . The fragmen ts of th i s copy are
in the Bodle ian .

For the year 1 547 thereI s a fragmen t of a Sh eet Almanack
in the possessi on of the Rev . Prebendary C . D eedes ; the colophon
is somewhat defeéfive , but sufli c ien t remain s to tel l us that it was
written byJames Sauvage of An twerp ,i and pr inted at London by
N icolas H yll for R ichard K e le . The smal l cuts of the occupa
tions of the mon ths

,
contain ing the n ames of the months 1n French ,

u sed afterwards by John Turke , and later sti l l by R ich ard Marshe;
appear for the fi rst t1me in th is Alman ack .

For 1 548 R ichard Jugge p rin ted the Sheet Almanack by
Alphonsus Laet, the brother of Jasper Laet, wh ich has already
been mentioned . Jugge u ses a c ut of theecl ipse of the Moon i n

the Dragon
’
s tai l

,
which has a l ine round it

,
and i s e i ther the same

as
’

,
or a close copy of

,
a c ut u sed earl ier byC rom of An twerp ,

in an
’ Almanack for use ab ro'ad , a fragmenf of wh ich i s i n

the Bagford c olleéfion 5937, There w as a perfefi

cop
y
Of th is ed i tion sold at the Hu th sale in 1914, and a large

fragment contain ing th ree-quarters Of the sheet is in the B r i tish
Museum.

For 1 5 5 1 an Almanack bysymon H euring ius
2

(or H en r1ng1iss)
was prin ted by John Turke ; and for 1 5 5 3 on e by Joach im
H iIbright, was pr in ted for h im by N icolas H yll . In both of

Sauvage, as his edi t ion for 1 5 50 te lls us
,
be longed to the town of Ypres in

Flanders
,
but was a B ofi or ofPhys ic and Reader of the town ofAntwerp .

H e was a D oétor ofPhys ic and Astronomy at Hagenau.
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these Almanacks the small cuts wi th the names in French are

used . (See Plate XXV .)
For 1 55 5 and 1 5 56 there are two Almanacks by An thony

Askham,
Phys ician and Priest. The earl ier ed ition

, wh ich is in
the Br itish Museum , was prin ted by Thomas Marshe . H e uses

cists over the mon ths d i vided in to two parts , one half con tain ing
the occupations Of the inOn th, the otherthe Signs of the Z od iac .
The other ed i tion ,

wh ich lacks the n ame Of the printer, con tains
the cuts u sed by Turke , wi th the names of the mon ths in Fren ch ,
and may have been printed by him ; but it is more probable that
Marshe was

'

the prin ter, as he was pr1nt1ng Askham
’
s oélavo

Almanacks at th is t ime, and the mon ths are in the corre& order,
whereas in

’

Tu rke
’
s Almanacks they are al ternate .

There is another Alman ack for the year 1 55 5 , a fragmen t of

wh ich Is in the Un i versity Library
,
Cambridge . Th is was wri tten

by James Gesn er, and the same cu ts were used in i t. Unfor

tunately we are aga i n wi thout the name of the pr in t .er

John Daye prin ted an Almanack for 1 559 , but the on ly frag
men t that remai ns, wh ich is in the wr iter’s collection , does not

con tain the name of the author. Possibly it was by George VV il
l iams, as Daye had a l icen se m to prin t a Prognostication by
h1m . The copy is in teresting from the curious exhortation to

prayer at the end of the account of the E cl ipse . Th is ed i tion is
the last inwh ich the wri ter has found the name of St . Thomas of

Can terbury In red on 29 December . I ts occurren ce shows that
the Almanack must have been printed before Qi een Mary’s death
on 1 7 November 1 5 5 8 .

In the L ibrary of Sal isbury C athedral is a copy
,
in excel len t

c ond i tion ,
of an Almanack and Prognostication by Lewes Vaughan

for 1 560, pri n ted by Marshe . I t was wri tten for the c ity of

Glouce ster
,
and was found l in ing the boards of a book printed at

Geneva in 1 5 59 . The cuts are the same as used
,
by Turke .

Fragmen ts of an Almanack for 1 562 , by John Sec ur i s, are in
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the Bri tish Museum and St . John’
s Col lege, Cambr idge . I t w as

printed by John Wal ley . The fragmen ts at C ambridge include
part of the title wi th the au thor’s name

,
wh i lst the fragment in

the Museum gives the colophon with the p rin te r’s name .

We may include in the class we are considering a curiou s
sheet, prin ted on one s ide only , wh ich is amongst the Bagford
fragments

,
and is dated 1 569 . Th i s contains a d iagram of the

compass, to each of the th i rty- two poin ts of wh i c h are attached
the names of ports and headlands , and symbols represen t ing them .

Th is is poss ibly the Flye referred to on the ti tle- page of some

of Ph i l ip Moore
’
s Almanacks and Prognostications for a period of

years, wh ic h come under C lass D , as i t states on the h ead ing that
it is to be appl ied to an Almanack and Prognostication for the

term of forty years .
For the year 1 572 an Almanack for the Merid ian of Oxford

was written by Thomas H i l l . We know of two ed i tion s of th is ;
in one the cu ts over the months are prin ted in red and black
alternately, in the other they are in black on ly . The most perfeel:

copy of the former is at Britwel l . There are also four fragmen ts

of it in the b ind ings of two books at Merton C ol lege, Oxford .

The on ly copy of the other ed ition is in the Bagford C olleé
’

tion .

In all cases the imprin t is wan ting , but H erbert (i i , p . 1 024)
states that R ichard Watk ins l was the printer . The cu ts of the

occupation s of the mon ths are a d ifferen t se t to those used by
Turke and Marshe

,
and have n ot the names of the mon ths in

Fren ch on them . Thi s is the first of the Broadside Almanacks in
wh ich the word Prognostication is om itted from the t itle . Having
once been om i tted it does not appear aga in on any of the extan t
ed i tions, although the forecasts of the weather are sti l l given in
the Kalendar .

There is a fragmen t in the Un iversi ty Library
,
C ambr idge

,

con tain ing on ly the first six mon ths of the Kalendar for 1 5 8 1 ,
1 Probably W atk ins and Roberts woul d be more c orreéf.
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begins, Th irty days hath' November. Th i s class of Almanack ,
from be ing prin ted on one S ide on ly

,
n atural ly was very usefu l for

l in ing the boards of books, and probably many more cop i es exI St,

though in a defeé
’

tive cond ition ,
and wi ll g radual ly come to l ight

as the books they are in are rebound .

D .
—ALMANAC K S, PROGNOST ICAT IONS, OR ALMANAC K S A N D PRO

GN OST I CAT I ON S I SSUE D FOR A PER I OD OF YEARS OR FOR

PERPE TUITY .

The earl iest Almanacks pr inted in E ngland come in to th is class ;
and i t has already been po in ted out that the pr in ted Almanacks
for the first forty years of the s ixteen th cen tury , excep t for a few

ed i tions of Sheet Alman acks, con tained on ly the dates of the

Opposition s and C onjunéfions Of the Sun and Moon
,
the E cl ipses

,

and the Declaration for the year . The first ed i tion we know of i s
for the years 1 507

- 1 5 1 9 ; it was d rawn up for the lati tude and

longitude of Oxford
,
and was p rin ted by R ichard Pynson ,

whose
mark appears on the refi o of the first leaf. As the latter part of

the book is imperfeet in the on ly known copy , that at the B ri tish
Museum

,
the final C olophon is wan ting ; but on the e igh th leaf

,
at

the end of the part c on tain ing the Almanack, is the first colophon ,
Per wylhelmug Red .

”

Canon Chri stopher Wordsworth in his book on the A nc ient
Kalendar of the Un iversity of Oxford ,1 iden tifies Wi ll iam Red

wi th W i l l iam Rede or Reade , Fel low of E xete r and Merton

C olleges, Oxford , and afte rwards B ishop of C h ichester, who d ied
in 1 3 8 5 ; he was an astrologer

,
and drew up a series of Almanacks

and Tables for Oxford . The writer has exam ined on e of the

manuscripts of these Tables and finds that they extend to the year
The An cient Ka lenda r of the University of Oxford, by Chr istopher Wordsworth

Oxford , 1 904. (The O xford H istor ica l Soc iety, vol. x lv .)
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1 600 ; so that the word “ Per mu st here be taken as mean ing
“ drawn up_

accord ing to the tables of
,

” instead of the more

ord inary acceptation of the word , when used in a colophon
,
as

imply ing p rin ted by'
”
or

“ issued by .

”

The first part of th is book merely con tains the Almanack
(see Plate XXV I IA) . The second part is taken up wi th C ompotus
verses wi th a p rose explanation , and contain s i llustrations of the

C ompotus hands . The book was apparen tly i ssued for the use of

studen ts at the Un i versity who had to study th is
,
subjeét. As the

subje6t of the “ C ompotus Manualis
”
has been fu l ly treated in

the book men tioned above , it is unnecessary to give a long ex

plan ation here , but the fol lowing extraét from a lette r on the

subjee
‘

t by Canon Wordsworth to the wri ter exp la ins the general
u se of these verses .

The C ompotus or C omputu s, which was one of those minor studies
which the young studen ts in Arts at Oxford were expeéted to master in

about a week, was equivalen t to a working knowledge of the Kalendar, and
the eccles iastical Kalendar in particular. In days when penny Almanacks
were u nknown , shepherd and scholar alike were con strain ed to make u se of

a more retentive and praéfised memory than most of us have acquired, and
also of such a ready reckon er as was always forthcoming and never liable to
be mislaid . For the shepherd his staff placed upright, and the shadow cast
by the sun might help his cal culation s of time ; bu t the sun is not always
available to be con sulted, whereas, for certain calculation s, the man

’
s own

stature is almost as serviceable as his staff ; and handies t for reckon ing are

his fingers . When I was young, and while Prayer-book Kalendar s and

tables were still often times more readily available than an Almanack for the
curren t (or the coming) year, a d istan t day of the week might be ascertained
and located by one who knew the s imple memor ia techni ca of su ch lines as

“ Thirty days hath September
”

and “ At D over D wells George Brown
E squ ire Good C hristian Faith And D oétor Fryer,

”
which tell s us on which

Sunday Letter the Kalends of each of the twelve mon ths fall . But the

Un iversity studen t of the thirteen th or either of the three following cen tu ries
was requ ired to comm it to memory about two hundred and s ixty lines, a
good many of which might by courtesy be called Latin hexameters or
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eleg iacs . For in stan ce, in place of our old friend at D over we have
“ AD am D eGeBat E rGo C iFos AD riFos

,

”
and to find Advent

Andreae festo vic in ior ord ine quo vis

Adven tum D om in i proxima c olit fer ia .

Si c adat in luc em D om in i, c elebratur ib idem.

etc . , etc .

The hand was u sed to help the studen t wi th h is memor ia

technic a , each join t of a finger be ing u sed to represen t on e syllable ,
the left hand w as held open in fron t of him ,

and touched by the
r ight on each jo in t as a syllable was sa id ; for the longer verses
both the back and the fron t of the hand wou l d be used , so that

each finger wou ld have six join ts in stead of three ; and the system
adopted in th is book appears to have been to use up on e finger
first, fron t and back . Thu s you began at the top of the fron t of

the first finger
,
wh ich took up th ree syllables or words , as the case

m ight be , and then wen t to the back for the next three
,
the

seven th syl lable beginn ing at the top of the front of the second
finger

,
and so on through the fou r fingers . The thumb appears to

have been on ly used in certa in computation s . (See Plate XXV IIB .)
The following year ( 1 508)Wynkyn deWorde i ssued an Alman

ac k for twe lve years , wh i c h is a 3 2mo
,
and the smallest book he

prin ted (see Plate XXV I I I) . I t would appear to have been i ssued
rathe r for popu lar u se than for studen ts or sc holars

,
as it explains in

plain E ngli sh that “

ye shal l alway begyn the day marked in the

almanack at after none of the day past,
”
and gives very clear ex

amples . Th is system of reckon ing from noon to noon
, w i th a day of

twen ty-four hours, instead of two per iods of twelve hou rs each
,
is

the ord in ary on e sti l l in vogue at sea
,
and any one who has taken a

long sea voyage wil l know that the sh ip’s run is calcu lated from
m idday to m idday . I t is poss ible that th is tiny book, wh ich was

so eas i ly carried in the pocke t, was main ly in tended for travellers
or mariners . The in troduétion also explain s carefully that the

C onjuné
’
tions mean N ew Moons and the Opposi tion s the Ful l
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Moons . Two cop ies of th is l i ttle book survive, one in the Briti sh
Mu seum ,

and the other in the Bodle ian .

The next ed ition the wri ter knows is the Almanack for fifteen
years commenc ing with 1 522 , prin ted by Wynkyn de Worde ; but
in the Fletewood sale ( 1774) there was sold an Almanack for ten
years from 1 5 1 7, prin ted by Jul ian Notary , all trace of wh ich is
n ow lost .

The 1 522 ed ition , wh ich was formerly in the Huth Col lee
t ion and is now in the British Museum, is an oei avo , and has on

the last leaf a curious set of Graces gran ted to all y
° bredren

Sc systers of Iesus fraternyte in y
é
c rowdes vnder Poules ”

(see
Plate XX IX) . In 1 52 5 R ichard Fakes prin ted an ed i tion ,

the

title of wh ich is a word for word copy of that of de Worde’s
ed i tion . A copy of th is was sold in London in 1 908 , but it

apparen tl y does not con tain the G races .
The on ly other ed ition known of th i s form of Almanack is

one prin ted by R ichard Grafton in 1 544, and was for a per iod of

fourteen years . But probably many other ed i tions were issued
before 1 540 ,

and a leaf of one is amongst the Bagford fragmen ts.
Somewhere abou t the year 1 5 36 Robe rt Wyer prin ted h is

first ed ition of the Pr ognostication for E ver , by E rra Pate r (see
Plate XXX) . Th is book , wh ich was eviden tly very popular , was

reprin ted several times before 1 600
,
and also in the seven teen th

century . We know of two more ed i tion s by Wyer , also one by
Thomas C olwell and on e by Thomas E ast. I t is the first of what
may be termed the popular Prognostications, as opposed to the

sc ien tific or astrological on es, and con ta in s the printed form of the

Prognostications wh ich are found in the Manuscr ipt and Pié‘torial
Prognostications of the fifteen th century . We find in it such
th ings as the Prognostication s by Thunder during the months

,

and by the day of the week N ew Year’s D ay fal ls on
,
and the

d ispos i tion of ind ividuals by the day of the moon on wh ich they
were born ,
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Who E rra Pater was the writer cannot say. In the first
ed i tion he is cal led an astronomer

,
and in the others we are told he

was a
“ Jewe borne in Jewery.

”
If a Jew , he must have been a

converted one
,
or he woul d not have wri tten the “ l ittle rule of St.

Pau l’s day.

” All that c an be sa id is that his name became a

nucleus, fresh detai ls be ing added to the ori ginal say ings, and new

sayings and new de ta i ls con tinually gathering round these as time

wen t on . Wyer’s ed i tion s , be ing all undated , are arranged in
our B ibl iograph ical l ist accord ing to the amoun t of information
wh ich they con tain and the ir make—up.

As d ifferen t as it cou ld be , and possibly wr i tten as an an tidote
to the last, as it inveighs again st the Prognostication s of the

period , is A very true Prognostication wi th a Ka lendar gathered
ou t of the most ancien t books of r ight holy A stronomers for the

year of our Lord 1 5 36 and for all years hereafter perpetual . Trans

lated out of Latin in to E ngl ish by John Ryc kes, Priest . Th i s
book , wh ich was prin ted by John Byddell, is of a strongly rel igious
c haraéfer, and was approved by B i shop Hylsey of Rochester. The

K alendar om i ts the usual black letter saints, and has instead refer
en c es to passages in the Bible

,
giving a consecu tive B ibl ical h i story

set again st cer tain days of the month
,
commen cing wi th Adam and

E ve on the 2nd of J anuary. Th is appears to have been wri tten by
O tto Brunsfelsius, as there is a long explanation of i t by h im . The

on ly copy of the book is at E mmanuel C ol lege , Cambridge , but a

smal l fragmen t is in the Un i versi ty Library.
The most important P rognostica tion E ver la sting was that by

Leonard D igges . Of th is the first known ed i tion , for 1 5 55
1

(see
Plate XXXI I) , was printed by Thomas Gem in i , another be ing
issued by the same prin ter the n ext year . I t is a learn ed work for
the time

,
with many tables and two kalendars

,
one the General

K alendar and the other cal led the Pecul iar Kalendar . I t c on tains
,

Apparen tly there was an earl ier ed it ion (sa id to have been i ssued in 1 5 as

the t itle says againe publisshed by Leonard D ygges .

”
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in add i tion , much of the usual information , Such as rules for
phlebotomy, the anatomical man

,
etc .

Some of the statemen ts as to the d istances and d imensions of
the sun ,

moon ,
and planets

,
are extremely interesting , as showing

the exten t of the knowledge of those days ; in one place the

author gives the supposed d istance from the earth to the firma

ment, working it out by add ing the d i stances between the various
heaven l y bod ies and the earth

,
ti ll we are tol d The whole summe

from the earth to the firmamen t is myles , and a half
,

”
the

exaétness of wh ich wi l l appeal to all who have tr ied to cal culate
the d istan ce .

Th is book must have been very much in request, and many
ed i tions were issued of it ; Lucas H aryson had the l icense in
but in 1 564 Marshe began pr in ting it

,
having bought it and the

Tefi onicon from H aryson . Th i s transaétion , Arber (i , p . 2 59)
points out, is the first recorded instance of the purchase of what
we n ow cal l the copyright of a book .

After Leonard D igges’ death his son Thomas re- issued the

book wi th an Add ition by h imse lf. The last ed ition we know of

is that for 1 596, prin ted by the widow Orwin . All the ed itions
were ded icated to Sir E dward Fines (Fienne s) l , the Lord Adm iral ,
and in the ed ition of 1 576, on the verso of the ti tle-page , appears
a very fine woodcut of a l ine-of- battle sh ip , eviden tly out of c om

pliment to h im . I t is curious that th is does not appear in any
other ed ition . (See Plate XXXI I I .)

A long accoun t of Leonard D i gges and his books appears in
the D ic

'

tionary of N a tiona l Biog raphy . H e was weal thy and wel l
c onn eeted , his father be ing James D igges , of Barham

,
K en t, a

Justice of the Peace
,
and Sheriff in 2 Henry VI I I . H e was a

studen t at Un iversity C ol lege , Oxford , bu t d id not take a degree ;
on h is father dy ing he was left the Manor of Brome (Broome) ,
bu t sol d it and bought the Manor of Wotton in the same

Baron Say and a fterwards E arl of L incoln .
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coun ty , and l ived there . H e became an expert mathematic ian
and wrote the Tee

'

tonicon , a book expla in ing how to measu re

land
, squares, t imber

,
stone

,
etc . ; he is also sa id to have an ti

c ipated Gal i leo in the invention of the telescope .

1 H e died about
1 57 1 .

From the same source we learn that Thomas D igges, son of

Leonard
, who wrote the Add i tion to his Prognostication

,

”
was

also a mathematic ian of repute ; he was an M .A . of Qi eens
’

C ol lege
,
Cambr idge , and M .P . for Wall ingford in 1 572 and

Southampton in 1 58 5 . H e was chosen by the C omm iss ioners of
Dover Haven to execute the repai rs to the H arbou r

,
and was

engaged in th is work for some years ; in 1 5 86 he was appoin ted
Muster-Master-General of the E ngl ish forces in the Ne therlands

,

and was d isc harged from that office in 1 593 . H e d ied in London
in 1 595 . Four ed itions of the book by Leonard D igges exist and
five of the re- issue by h is son .

The on ly oth er ed i tion the wri ter knows of, of a Prognost ica
tion for E ver, is a l ittle book pr in ted by Robert Wyer in 1 556,

wh ich is cal led A P erfyte P ronostyca c ion perpetua ll, the au thor
be ing J . A . Th is is an extraord inary comp i lation ,

and M r . Plomer
,

in his monograph on Robert Wyer, suggests th at it was produced
by a workman in Wyer’s oflfic e . I t was most probably issued by
Wyer h imse lf as a fai ring and mean t

,
as is stated on the ti tle

,

“ for

them wh ich knowe th not a letter on the Booke . And it is good
for H usbandemen of the c oun trey.

”
Probably most of the books

i ssued by Wye r
, such as E rra Pater

,
The P rognostication of two

Shepherds and th is
,
were in tended for the use of the common

people .

The book , wh ich con s ists of on ly twelve leaves, prognosti
cates for each year by the day of the week on wh ich N ew Year’s

In Chapter XXI of the I st Book of his Pa n tometria
,
publ ished by his son after

his death
,
he gives the result of h is praa ic al exper imen ts in magn ificat ion of d istan t

objeefs .
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and also a Table wh ich is c alled the “ Flye . Th is is lac king
from all cop ies

,
but from the table of c on ten ts of the ed ition of

1 573 w e learn that i t w as a Table where in is declared the certain e
time of E bb ing and Flowing , both by prime , chaunge , quarter,
and full, easie to be comprehended , and borne in m inde of younge
saylers , and open ing a l i ght to thinges of more diffi c ultie .

”
As

al re ady stated
,
the sheet dated 1 569 , wh ich is included in C lass C ,

may belong to one of Ph i l ip Moore
’
s ed ition s , and be th is Flye .

”

Bu t no ed ition for 1 569 is known .

The first ed ition of these books was prin ted in 1 567 by John
K ingston for Harry Saunderson , and is for forty years ( 1 567
and the on ly copy extan t is in the Bodle ian . The n ext ed ition
was p r in ted in 1 57 1 by Hen ry Bynneman ,

again for Saunderson ;
the ti tle states i t is for th irty- seven years , bu t the Almanack and

P rognost i cation date back to 1 567, and con t inue un ti l 1 606 ; the
book is merely a repr in t of the former ed i tion with the ti tle
al tered . The on ly copy i s at C orpus Chri sti C ol lege , Oxford .

The last ed it ion known is that prin ted in 1 573 by Wi l l iam
W i ll iamson for An thony K i tson

,
and is for th irty- four years (see

Plate XXX I). Of th is there are two imperfeét cop ies . I t appears
to have been rep rin ted in 1 5 80 by Abraham K i tson ,

as Herbert
(p . 1 3 36) m en tions the ti tle .

The Prognostication s
,
as is usual wi th those of the fore ign

Prognosticators , portend every form of m i sfortune and evi l ; for
in stance , for the year 1 5 8 2 w e find as fol lows

This Reuolution of the H eauen doth portende calamities, sorow, and
piteous complain ts to happen among old men , warriers and notable Mer

chanutes . It induc eth diners kinds of S ibken esses
,
as D ropsies, C ough,

Paulsies
, Gou te, and C atherres

,
Moreover it showeth a discorde to fall

among some that bee neighbou rs or confines
, those to be person s of

greate name, and linked by bands of blood . Also it s ign ifieth s tubbornesse

of seruaun tes
,
and bondmen again s t their maisters . N either shalt thou wan t

secret workynges, and priu ie snares . Adde herevn to sodaine tumu ltes,
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sedition s, and preparan c e for warres, peraduentu re for women , widdowes or

the approaching of some cruell en imie . Finally death is denouc ed vn to a

certaine sec uler prince, and a relig ious Prelate, bu t he is of extreame age,
and otherwise subtill in his doinges . The Sommer and Au tumne shal l
sometyme en cline vu to drinesse, sometime vn to moysture : so the win ter
shall be partly rough and partlye milde .

A t the side , in the margin
,
is prin ted “ Lorde def end vs , wh ich

is evidently Moore
’
s ed i torial note on th is te rrible forecast.

Ph i l ip Moore, the au thor or ed itor of th is book , was a country
physi cian praetising at H alesworth in Suffolk . H e wrote The H ope

of H ea/th, first printed in 1 564, and ded ic ated to Sir Owen Hopton ,

h is patron . In th i s l ittle book he tried to Show the poorer people
the advan tage of growing Med ic inal herbs in the i r garden s ; and

attached to it a Kalendar and the ru les for find ing the Golden
Number

,
etc . Noth ing else seems to be known abou t h im .

In 1 573 , Thomas V au trollier pr in ted another book by
Leovitiu s, in Latin , with the title , D e c onjuné

'

tion ihus wagnis ins ig

n ior ihus super iorumplana ta rum,
e tc . , to wh ich are added Prognosti c a

t ion s for twen ty years . The on l y copy of th is the wri ter has seen

is at C orpu s C hristi College , C ambridge . The Preface is addressed
to Maxim il ian I I .

The on ly other author we have to deal with in th i s class is
W i ll iam Bourne , whose n ame sometimes appears amongst the

l icences as Wi ll iam Brown e . An Almanack and Prognostication
for three years , 1 57 1 , 72 , 73 , written by h im ,

was prin ted by
Thomas Purfoote . Ac c ord ing to the colophon i t was prin ted in
1 567 ; but th is wou l d appear to be an error , and to be really the
date of the Rules of Navigation ,

as the title states that the Alma

nack and Prognostication is “ Nowe newlye added unto my late
Rulles of Navigation y

t was prin ted i iij yeres past .

” 1 These rules
,

Purfoote had a l icense in for an Almanack and Prognost icat ion by Bourne
for three years ; but it hardly seems l ike ly that he wou ld prin t a book then

, which
could no t come in to use t i l l four years later.
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si xteen in number
,
take up the greater part of the book , and we

may suppose that it was i n tended for the use of Mariners , and

may, pe rhaps, be cal led the first Seaman
’
s Almanack . The Ru les

con tain some interesting d iagrams , one having movable d ials . The

on ly perfeft copy is at C orpus C hristi C ol lege , Oxford ; an im

pe rfeét one is in the Bodle ian .

Bourne issued another Almanack and Prognostication for ten
years in 1 5 8 1 , prin ted by Watkin s and Roberts . Th is ed i tion ,

wh ich was ded icated to the E arl of Lin coln (Sir E dward Fiennes),
d iffers from the last in having no navigation ru les attac hed to it

,

and the Almanacks and Prognostication s are pr inted mon th by
mon th . The re is al so an intere st ing p rin ted l i st of the books .by
the author

,
extan t in pr in t .

”
The onl y copy is again at C orpus

C h risti C ol lege , Oxford .

Bou rne calls h imse lf in the first book studen t
,
and in the

second a praéfition e r in the Mathematical Sc ience . The D ifl ionary
of N ationa l B iogr aphy gives a long account of h im , and says that
he w as of lowly b irth

,
be ing the son ofWi ll iam Bourne , of Graves

e nd ; his name first appears in a l ist of Jurats in the first charter
of in corporation of Gravesend, gran ted 22 July 1 562 , at wh ich
time he was a portreve and innhol der . H e appears to have been
enti rely self- taugh t, and wrote books for seamen and travellers on

Navigation
,

and also one on The A r te of Shooting in Grea t

Ordinance. H e doe s not appear to have been a seaman at any
t ime , and he cal ls h imsel f, in the ded ication of h is Tr easur e

for Trava iler s , a
“ poore gunn er . I t is sugges ted that he was

employed on shore as a gunner of the G ravesend Bu lwark . H e

d ied in 1 5 8 3 .

The last book in th is class is P erpetua l and N atura l P ro

gnosti cat ions of the change of wea ther , by J . F . , printed for E dward
Wh i te in 1 598 . An earl ier ed ition was l icensed to both John Wol fe
and E dward Wh i te in 1 590 . Th is is the most sensible of all the

Prognostications wh ich the wri ter has met wi th
,
as it is a c ol lee
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tion of old sayings d rawn from many sources , includ ing classical
and med iaeval wri te rs, and based on such n atural phenomena as the

movements of an imals and b i rds
,
and the appearance of the sky

and clouds, many of wh ich are common say ings even now ; for

instance , we find the fol lowing :

If cats do lick their forefeet and with them wash their head it is a Sign
of rain .

If oxen do lick themselves again st the hair it is a token of rain to

follow shortly after.

If oxen be seen to lye along upon the left side , it is a token of fair
weather .

When oxen lick their forefeet it is a manifest token of some foule
weather to follow.

The crowing of cocks or cackling of hens in the n ight more than

ordinary, it is a Sign ofwindy weather .
The sweating of men

’
s feet is a sign of chaunge of weather in the

north, or of great c loudes and s torms .

If the starres doe flye together in any great number in the morn ing
and that afterwards they return back so

,
it it a signe of some foule and

blustering weather to follow.

If starres do sperkle in winter it is a token of a hard frost .

Of comets we find as follows

A comet is no starre, but is created by a hot and drie exhalation and

is an evident token of a corrupted ayre, and therefore comets are as it were

forerun ners of destruétion and corruption of earthly things and s ign ifie

great tempests and stormy winds to follow.

What time soever a comet doeth appear it is very dangerous a whole
year after.

And the book ends with th is trui sm, wh ich everyone must

agree wi th

The trewest and most likely and manifest token of an ensueing dearth
and barrenness is the evcll and bloody warres caused through ambition .
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Al though there are very few dupl icate cop ies known of the

books of th i s class most of those that rema in are perfect or n early
so ; the reason for th is is

,
probably

,
that they were in tended for

use for a longer period than the two former classes , and were , in
consequence, better bound and less often carried in the pocket .

E .
—K INDRE D BOOK S

Many books m ight be included under th is head ing, such as

A tahle of the Sunnes D ec lina tion by Joannes Stadiu s , and The

Ka lendar of Shepherds ; bu t the first (of wh ich on l y half remain s)
is really on ly an astronom ical work

,
wh i le the Ka lenda r of Shep

herds is a subjeét in itsel f, and c an be stud ied in the facsim i le of the

1 503 edi tion brought ou t by D r . H . Oskar Sommer wi th a long
introduétion .

The two books wh ich are included in th is class are A L ittle

Treatise, by R ichard Grafton ,

1
and Frank Adams

’2 Wr iting Tah/es

with a Ka lender . The former book may perhaps be cal led the

forerunner ofWh itaker’s Almanack ; it was first p rin ted in 1 57 1

and en larged in 1 572 , both ed itions be ing printed by R ichard
Tottell . I t con tains

,
in add it ion to the Kalendar and an Almanack

for a period of years, a good deal of general information , such as

the years of the K ings of E ngland
,
a l ist of the Sh i res and Bor

oughs send ing members to Parl iament, l ist of the C ol leges and

Halls at Oxford and C ambr idge
, the pr incipal H ighways of

E ngland and Wales
,
a l ist of the Fai rs and a n umbe r of usefu l rules

for the Almanack
,
wh ich are explained by means of question and

answer, and some rhymes on the same subjeéf, in clud ing Th i rty

For an accoun t of Grafton See A C entury of the E nglish Book Trade, by
E . Gordon D uff

,
publ ished by the B ibl iograph ical Soc iety

,
1 905 .

See A D ic
’

tiona ry of P r in ters a nd Booksellers
,
1 5 57

- 1 640, ed ited by R . B .

McKerrow
,
publ ished by the B ibl iograph ica l Soc iety

,
1 9 10
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days hath November, e tc wh ich appears for the first t ime in

1 572 (see Plate XXX IV) . The t itle states that the con ten ts of

th is book were c olletfted and set forth by R ichard G rafton .

Grafton d ied in 1 573 , and after h is death John Wal ley p rinted
four ed ition s, om i tting the author’s n ame from the title-page . The

las t of these ed i tions is dated 1 5 8 2 , and in 1 5g i the book was t e

issued , augmented , and c orreéfed by W . W . ,
and was printed by

John C harlewood for Thomas Adams . In 1 593 C harlewood
’
s

widow again prin ted it for Adams, and the last two ed itions we

know of were prin ted for h im in 1 595 and 1 596 by Valen tine
S immes . I t was also re- issued in the next cent ury .

The other book , Wr iting Tahles with a Ka lender , was the fore
runner of the modern - .pocket

'

-book ° it d iffered from the yearly
d iary, l ike Gabriel Frende’s almanacks

,
as it was in tended for

permanen t use . I t con ta ined an Almanack for a period of years ,
the K alendar, short Prayers for Morn ing and E ven ing use , Ru les
for reckon ing wages, etc . , we igh ts and measures, il lustrations of

E ngl ish an d Fore ign coin s in u se
,
a l ist of the H ighways and a

short ep i tome of E ngl ish H istory, and in add ition had several
blank leaves and a certa in number of tablets of stiff prepared skin
(said to be asses

’
sk in) , on wh ich notes could be made and rubbed

out wi th a wet sponge leaving the tablets to be used again .

Probably, because th is book was in ten ded to be carried in the

pocket, and in con sequence was soon worn out, very few cop ies
have come down to us . The first known ed i tion was prin ted in
1 58 1 , probably by James Roberts, bu t as the co lophon is wanting
in the on ly extan t copy , that in the Bri t ish Mu seum,

th is cannot
be stated for certain . I t was to be sold by Adams h imself and also
by Thomas Fre thren . An ed it ion of 1 59 4 is recorded by Herbert
(p . but cannot now be traced . An ed i tion pr in ted in

1 598 by James Robe rts for E . Whi te is in the w ri ter’s c olleftion ,

bu t wan ts the Tablets of prepared skin (see Plate XXXV) . The

last ed ition of the si xteen th cen tury was issued by the Stationers’
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C ompany in and a copy of th i s was sol d in London in
1 907. Probably several other edi tions were issued between 1 5 8 1

and 1 594, and peri shed wi thou t leaving any trace . The book was

re issued several times in the seventeen th centu ry .

Th is completes the five classes of books wh ich go to make
up th is B ibl iograph ical h istory of the E ngl ish Almanacks and

Prognostications to the close of the s ixteen th cen tury , and a

ch ronological l ist of the four classes of pr inted books (that is, ex
clud ing C lass A) is pr in ted on pp . 1 8 8- 1 92 , so that it may be seen

at a glance what books were printed in or for each year .

1 T he writer is not su re that th is date is correa .

EXTRA NOTE S

P. 1 . The Table
,
wh ich appea rs at the beginn ing of most of the ed it ions of

Serv ice books, ca l led ‘The Almanack,’con ta in s on ly the D eclarat ion for a period of

years, an d has no lunar Ka lendar, so is not anaAlmanack proper.
P. 6. I t has been po in ted out to the wr iter that the Kalendar a lso appears in

ed it ions of the M agna Ca rta before 1 540. Th is is of course so
,
but that book wou ld

not have been so read i ly ava i lable to the gen era l ity of the people as was the H ora .

P. 42 . Bornelius
’ Almanack for 1 567 was a lso authorized by the B ishop of

London
,
probably because he was a fore igner.

P. 42. Mr. F. Madan has now ( 1 9 1 6) placed his fragmen t of H i l l’s Almanack
,

for 1 572, in the Bodle ian L ibrary .
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EXPLAN ATORY N OTES

D ATE .
—The date is always that of the year, or the first year, for wh ich the book

was wri tten , not necessar i ly the date of the pr in t ing.
AUTHOR .

-The Author is always the last Author or E d itor of the book, but a

Tran slator is not taken as the Author .

T 1TLE AN D COLOPHON .
—These are given as accurately as poss ible

,
and all the

words prin ted in red are un derl in ed ; in a few cases when the Titles are very long
some l ines are om itted . An Imprin t at the end is taken as the Co lophon

,
a lthough

there may be an Imprin t on the t i tle page also . Paragraph marks ”
(n ot n ecessar i ly

the shape used in the original) are given
,
when used

,
and “ po in t ing han ds

,

”
but

“ leaves e tc . ,
are omi tted

,
as the various shapes m ight be m islead ing un less exaéfly

reproduced . For the sake of un iformity all words beginn ing with a
“ J

”
are pr in ted

as
“ I

,

”
and V V as

“W .

”

MEASUREME NTS.—The he ight of the page is always taken from the top of the

first l ine or head- l ine to the bottom of the last l ine
,
but excludes the s ignature an d

catch word . The wid th or measure of the page is a lways that of the longest l ine .

But
,
in both cases

,
i f the page or column is boun ded by stra ight l in es the measure

men ts are from l ine to l ine . In all cases the measuremen t of these books is l iable to

grea t fluétuations
,
as they were prin ted very rough ly

,
and the reéto and verso of a

page often do not agree in he ight ; also the fragmen ts from be in g removed from b ind
ings may have shrunk

,
or expanded by be ing ironed out . In certa in cases it has been

necessary to give measuremen ts of both the Kalen dar and the Prognosticat ion
,
as

somet imes there is cons iderable d ifference between them . The wid th of a column of

the Kalendar is a lways given in the B roads ides .
C OLLA'

rION s .
—These are gi ven as accurate ly as c an be ascerta ined

,
but with

fragmen ts it is very often imposs ible to say what the aél ual col lat ion was
,
as some of

these books have an un s igned gather ing before the firs t s ignature, an d Others are un

s igned a ltogether. In very few cas es has the Ti tle page a s ignature
,
but when the

secon d leaf is S igned A i i, the Tit le is taken as A i .
D E SC Rl PTION s . -These are given as ful ly as appears necessary for the iden tific a

t ion of other fragments or imperfeé
’
c cop ies. The type in wh ich the books are prin ted

is on ly ind icated i n spec ia l cases
,
but B lack Letter was praéfic ally un iversa l up to

1 55 5 , after that some Roman and I tal ic~ appear ; and in W atk in s and Robe rts’
ed it ion s, espec ia l ly on the t it le pages, the three types are used in most of the cop ies .
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N oTE s .—The notes deal w ith the po in ts of in terestwh ich have struck the writer in
exam inat ion of the d ifferen t ed i t ions

,
a few of them have been already in d icated in the

in troduétion , but many more are on po in ts wh ich may be an added he l p to iden t ificat ion
of an imperfeet copy . Occas ional ly a book wan t ing its date has had to have a date
ass i gned to it

,
an d

,
when there has been any d iffi cu lty about it

,
the wri ter has ind i

c ated the method he has employed to do so. H e has used for this purpose “The

Chronology of H istory
,

” by Sir Harr is N icolas, London : 1 8 3 3 .

W hen the in format ion wi th regard to a copy has been suppl ied to the wr iter by
others

,
th is is noted but the de tai ls of nearly every copy have been checked by some

other person bes ides the wr iter.

A .

A . and P.

AN ATOM1CA1. MAN

ARBE R

HAND L I STS

H E RBE RT

mm.

McK ERRow

ABBRE VIATIONS USE D

Almanack .

Almanack and Prognost i cat ion .

A c ut of the F igure with the s igns of the Zod iac round it
, and

w ith or withou t a l ist of the In fluen ces of the Signs.
A Tran scr ipt of the Register of the Stat ioners Company

1 554- 1650, by E . Arber 1 875-1 894.

Circa .

The D iétionary of Nat ional B iography.

The L ist con ta in ing the D omin ica l Letter
,
the Golden

Number, e tc .,
and the D ates of the Moveable Feas ts, etc

somet imes ca l led the Con ten ts of the Almanack .

Han d L ists ofBooks prin ted by London Prin ters 1 501 -1 5
1 895-1 9 1 2 .

“ J . Ames’Typograph ica l Ant iqu it ies augmen ted byW i l l iam
Herbert

,
London

,
1 755-1 790.

Mi l l imetres.
Prin ters’ and Publ ishers’ ‘

D ev ices
,
1484

—1640, by R . B .

McK errow,
1 9 1 3 .

Notes and Quer ies.
Prognost icat ion .

Robert Wyer
,
Pr in ter and Bookse l ler, by H . R . Plomer

,

1 897.
“J an van D oesborgh, Prin ter at An twerp

,

” by R . Proétor,
1 894.

The Med ica l Rules or Times good for lett ing blood
,
purging

and bath ing.
The Law Terms.



B I BL IOGRAPH Y

C LASS A

ALMANACKS
,
ETC . ,

N OT PRINTE D W ITH MOVABLE TYPE

I . c . 1 500 ? [Stenc i lled or stamped Almanack or Kalendar. ]
Fol io . 320 x 200 mm.

Known on ly by fragmen ts of two leaves, the first beginn ing : ‘ July xxx i day ]
the Mone xxx ’; the secon d en d in g ‘

the lordes sak.

’
E ach leaf appears to

be pr in ted on one s ide of the paper on ly and con ta ins 10 l ines of large irregu lar type
of an inch or more in he ight, prin ted in red and black .

Br i t ish Museum (C . 1 8 . c .

fl,
" These leaves are very torn and defea ive and have been stuck down in a

guard-book ; the lettering has the appearan ce of hav ing been produced by e ither
stenc i l l ing or stamp ing with wooden blocks ; in on e in stan ce a letter in red overlaps
the letter underneath by 5 mm. There is no clue as to the place or date of pr in t ing

,

nor as to where the fragmen ts were obta in ed
,
but the Museum catalogue dates them

c . 1 500.

See Plate I .

I I . Before 1 52 1 . [Xylograph ic Almanack or Kalendar.

By M . S . i]
A long narrow strip of vel lum. About 763 x 1 1 1 mm.

Reao : ( i) at the top, a lunar table ; ( i i) a compartmen t con ta in ing a c ircu lar d ia l
d ivided into 24 d i v is ions, with a represen tat ion of the Rood in the centre and the four
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E vange l ists at the corners ; ( i i i) the Kalendar in twelve horizon ta l l ines
,
con ta in ing

represen tat ions of the Sa in ts or the i r emblems ; un dern eath each day are the Golden
Numbers in two rows, in manuscr ipt ; (i v) e ight dates, partly woodcu t, partly in
manuscript.

Verso : ( i ) at the top, the letters M. S. in wh ite on a black c ircle, probably the
in i t ia ls of the Author orWoodcu tter ; ( i i) i l lustrat ion s of the occupat ion s of the twe lve
mon ths

,
and c ircles con ta in ing l ines rad iat ing from the cen tre in red and black repre

sen t in g the amount of l ight and darkness for each mon th.

Br it ish Museum, 3 C op ies (C . 29 . c . C . 4 1 . a . C . 36. aa . Bodle ian ,
lower hal f on ly (D ouce A . Un i vers i ty L ibrary

,
Cambridge (in a frame) ;

Pepys ian , Magdalene Col lege, Cambridge (in a frame) ; Huth Sale ( 1 5 November
1 91 I ) ; Mr. G . Mi lner-G ibson-Cu llum ( in a frame) .

Th is is the on ly recorded Xylograph ic Almanack of E ng l ish or igin
,
though

se vera l fore i gn ones are known ; it was cop ied from the manuscr ipt Almanacks of the

fi fteen th cen tury .

The i l lustrat ion s of the Sa in ts and occupat ions of the mon ths are coloured by
han d . It may have been produced shortly after 1 500. The dates of the various
cop ies are for the ‘Anno D om in i ’: Mi lner-G ibson-Cu l lum 1 522 (or Bodle ian
1 523 (or Bri t ish Museum 1 537, 1 538 and 1 542 ; Un ivers i ty L ibrary 1 537;

Pepys ian 1 5 39 ; Huth 1 5 54. For the regnal and other dates and the d iscrepanc ies
be tween them (see In troduéfion , p . The Almanack was in ten ded to be e ither
rol led up or folded and one of the cop ies in the Museum is in the original cover. The
Mi lner-G ibson-Cu llum C opy has not the letters M. S. on the black c ircle .

See Plate III .

I I I . 1 59 1 . [E ngraved C opper Plate . ]
Oblong fol io. About I rgx 1 7 in . E n graved Broads ide .

Th is engraved sheet cons ists of 3 84 c ircles, 16 mm. in d iameter, ofwh ich 1 9 are

blan k . A l ine of engraved text runs round the four s ides of the sheet explanatory of
the Almanack

,
and ends with the date. Between each of the larger c ircles are sma l ler

c ircles stated to be on ly put in to fi l l up Space. The 365 c ircles, wh ich are fi l led up,
are d i v ide d in to two parts, the lower dotted over, to a larger or sma l ler exten t, to
represen t the amount of darkn ess for the days, the upper left blank to represen t the
amount of l i ght. At the foot of each c ircle, in a border

,
is the name of the Sain t for

the day and the day of the mon th, and in s ide the times of the ris ing and sett in g of the
Sun . The Almanack begins at the upper left corner w ith March x i (the vernal
equ inox) and reads downwards, end ing at the lower r i ght-han d corner with March x
the next year.

Br it ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts , Harl .
From the text it wou ld appear that another sheet showing the changes of

the moon , was issued to be used with this .

See Plate IV .
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C LASS B

ALMANACKS AN D PROGNOSTICATIONS FOR SINGLE YE ARS

IV . N ot before 1 492 ? (probably later) . Jasper Laet ?
R . Pynson .

[A prognostication ] .
Quarto .

K nown on ly by two smal l and very defea ive fragments, the first s igned a . 1 .

en d ing on the verso : (I Of the [dispo] s ic ion of wyn ter.’ In the other leaf the last
l ine on the reeto ends : yeres paste.

’

Bodle ian (Inc . c. E . 7.

Probably a trans lat ion of a Prognost icat ion by one of the Laet fami ly, e ither
Jasper or his father John Laet . Bagford men t ion s a Prognost icat ion for 1 493 of

Jasper Laer’s tran s lated in to E ngl ish, wh ich he says was prin ted by Caxton (i.a. by
W . de Worde in one of C axton

’
s types) . This is in Pynson type 2 wh ich he used as

early as 1492 .

V . 1498 ? W i lliam Parron . W . de Worde .

[A prognostication , apparen tly translated from one of Parron
’
s

Latin ed itions . ]
Quarto. 1 62 x 1 1 2 mm. 3 5 l in es .

Known on ly from a fragmen t of two lea ves . F irst lea f reélo begins : ‘
seconde

quarter happely shal a kyng,’and con ta ins Prognost icat ion s for the King of E nglan d
,

Prince Arthur, and the King of France ; on the verso are those for the K ings of

Spa in , of ‘ Romayns
’
and Scotlan d , and the D uke of Burgundy ; second lea f, reéto,

the Prognost icat ion for the mon ths beginn ing with Ju ly ; verso, a genera l Prognos tica
t ion en d ing, z secon de quarter/in the

Bodle ian (D ouce Fragmen ts
,
e . i i ) .

A note at the beginn ing of this fragment by Mr. E . G . D ufi
'

attributes the
date to 1498 . I t is prin ted in D e Worde’s type 1 .

See Plate V .
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V I . 1 500 . W il l iam Parron . R . Pynsor

Title : ‘I Ad seren issim t
‘

I ac inu ié
’

tissimu oimq; genere I v irtut

prestan tissimu dfim H enricu Angl i c z Franc ie regé septimu dfim.

H ybern ie vvilli s elmi parron i plac en tini ph isic i de astroZz influ :

xu ann i presen tis M d pronostic on libellus . C olophon

{I Pronostica anno dii i M d ab vndec i : ma die marc i i in c ipi
en tia magistri Williel z mi Parron i plac en tin i in med ic in is doc

to I ris ac in astrologia professoris . impressa die . XXI I I I . D ec en

bris .M. C CCC XCIX .

Quarto. 141 x 92 mm. ab
‘
: 3 1 l ines.

a . i, refi o : Title in five l ines (Pyn son type the Prognostication begins
l ine s ix with a Lombard ic ‘U and is in type 7 ; verso : a d iagram of the vern
equ inox . The Prognost icat ion for the mon ths

,
begin s at the foot of the refi o of a

the first mon th is March. T he Prognost icat ion for Kings and Pr in ces begin s on ti

refi o of b. i ; it commences with Henry V I I and in cludes Arthur, Pr ince ofW a le
Henry

,
D uke ofYork ; James, King of Scotland , e tc . O n the verso of b . v, is a tab

of the C onjunetions and Oppos it ion s of the sun and moon from March 1 500

Februa ry 1 501 ; b. v i, recflo
,
blank ; verso : Colophon and Pynson

’
s large ma

(McK errow N o. the r ibbon s l i ghtly bent.
Bodle ian L ibrary (Ash.

fl
,
‘ E n t ire ly in Lat in . See Plate V I .

V I I . 1 502 . W i ll iam Parron . R . Pynso

Title : Ad seren issima ac inuiéfissimu oiq; genere v ir

prestantissimn dfim henric u angl ic e t fran : c ie Rege sep
dri inq; h ibern ie wylielmi par ron plac entIn I artin 1 med ic ine
toris de astro ru in fluxu ann i psen tis m i l lesimi qu ingetesim
end i pronostic on libellus .

Quarto. ?A°
+ 145 x 87 mm. 30 and 3 1 l ines .

Known on ly from two fragmen ts of two leaves each . A i, reéto : Title in
l in es ; the text beginn ing immed iate ly undern eath

,

‘N O n solt
'

I plures verso
D iagram of the Vernal E qu inox. T he adjo in ing leaf A v i),
( I Caput lxi fifth l ine : D e litibus ; bel l is e t latroc in iis .’
first leaf

,
reé’to : ‘ N O tandu est secudo

’
; second leaf, refi o: ( I O fl ober c r it fere

,

’

the Prognos t icat ion for the mon ths . Thes e two leaves are probably A i i and A v .
W estm inster Abbey (O . 2 . 3 8 , in the b ind ing) .
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XA . 1 5 20 . Jasper Laet . R . Pynson .

Title: Prenostic atio mn Iasp . la[ praé
'

tised in the towne

of An tuerpe/ for I the yere of ou r lorde M D . xx . C olophon :

Thus en deth the pronostic ation for the yere of our lorde . M D .

xx . comp i led by ma ister I asper Laet . Translated at y
e
request

and cost of R ichard) Pyn son/pryn te r vnto the kynge
’
s nobl e grace .

And by the sayd
‘ Ric hard) Pyn son im pryn ted with priu ilege to

bym graun ted by oure sayd so : I raygne lorde the kyng .

Quarto . 1 62 x 1 1 6 mm. a
“

,
6 leaves ?

Known on ly from a fragmen t of four leaves . a i
,
reeto : Ti tle in three l ines

,
the

first of wh ich is Xylographic . A prologue begins on the fourth l ine : ‘ALbe it that

many men have a i i i (s igned), reéto, begin s : ‘ day of Iulii som what wyndy’

in the Prognost icat ion for the mon ths . T he th i rd leaf (a, i i i i) con ta in s the Pro
gnos tic at ion of sc arsn esse and plen ty of The syken esses Of peace and warre
T he fourth leaf, the Prognost ication s for var ious Coun tries and Town s and ends at

the bottom of the vers o with the colophon . The fragmen t appears to wan t a, i i-v ;
on ly a i i i is S igned .

Un i vers ity L ibrary
,
Cambr idge (Syn . 7. 5 2 .

O n the reé
’

to of the last leaf : Of the kyngdome of E nglonde .

’
The moost

noble and plen tifull kyngdome of E nglonde th is yere shal suffre damage in theyr best is
81 frugtg. A litil murmour shalbe in the comen peple/yt l ightly shalbe layd down e .

The ec lyps of the moone was in the opposic ion s igne of

XB . 1 520 . Jasper Lae t . R . Pynson .

Title : {IThe pnostic ation ofmai ster l asp Laet praéi ised in the

towne of An tuerpe : for the yere of our lorde M . D .xx . C olophon

Thus endeth the prognostication for the yere of oure lorde M .D .xx .

comp i led by ma ister Iasp Laet . Translated at the request Sc cost of
R ichard Pyn son/pryn t vn to y

e kyngg n oble grace . And by the
sayd R ichard) Pyn son impryn ted wi th priuilege to hym graun ted

by ou re sayd soueraygne I lorde the kyng .

Quarto. 6 leaves ?
Known on ly from fragmen ts of the first and last leaves . O n the reéto of the first

leaf the t itle at the top in three l in es
,
the first in large type ; the Prologue beginn in g

on the fourth l ine : ‘ALbe it O n the verso of the last the colophon at foot of
the page .

John Rylan ds L ibrary .
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fi f Th is is another ed it ion of the preced ing n umber. T he in formation in

regard to these fragmen ts has been suppl ied by Mr. P. M. Barnard .

X I . 1 52 3 . Jasper Laet . R . Bankes .

Title (defeetive) : [A Prognosticat ion] M .v . C . Sc xxi i i I
‘J C um gracia et [priu ileg io] I ‘I IaspeIr Laet]. ,

C olophon : ‘I E n

pryn ted the xxvi . day of D ec eber the yere of ou r lor : | de
by me Rychard Ban c kes dwellyng at y

° I longe shoppe
in the pultery by the stockes .

Quarto . 1 59 x 99 mm. 8 leaves
,
un s ign ed .

F irst leaf
,
refto : Title, wi th woodcut of astronom ica l globe underneath wi th the

words : ‘
SPE RA m[vm]

’
in wh ite letters on black

,
a border down the left s ide w ith

beads ofmen and women a ltern ate ly . Secon d lea f, refi o
,
fi fth l in e ( I O f the s ign ific a

tours of the c Ostellac iOs .

’
The Prognost icat ion begin s on leaf 4, reéfo, and e nds on

the reefo of leaf 8
,
wi th colophon ; verso : the prin ter’s mark (McK errow N o . 66)

surrounded by a woodcut borde r.
Bri t ish Museum (861 0. c .

The copy is in a very defeéi ive state so that an exaéf descr ipt ion is not

pos s ible . The border and c u t are the same as used in 1 524.

X II . 1 5 2 3 . [Prognost ication ] W . de Worde .

C olophon : ( ] Here endeth the p [ ]cyon of the ye re
M . I E np [ ] wynkyn de worde .

Quarto . 1 55 x mm . AB‘
: the las t blank ?

Known on ly from a fragmen t cons ist in g of three very defeétive leaves . O n the

reéfo of the first lea f : Of the sc arsete and growyng,
’ Of sekenesses

’
; verso

Prognos t icat ion for the Pope and Charles of Spayn e . Second lea f (s igned B . i i) ,
rea o : Prognostication for Hen ry VIII and the King of France . T he colophon comes

abou t one th i rd down the page on the verso ; fo l lowed by a long prayer in Lat in , in
very smal l type by Guillelmo Amours

,
wh ich fin i shes on the verso of the third leaf.

Un ivers ity L ibrary
,
Cambridge (Syn . 5 . 52 .

X I I I . 1 5 24. Jasper Laet. R . Bankes ?
Title : A Pronostic acyon ofMaster : I asper Laet de I borch

loen D ocftor in medyc y I ne for y° yere of ou r lorde god I M . v . C .

Sc . xxiiii . I ‘I C um grac ia et Priu ilegio . I ‘I Iasper Laet .
Quarto .

Known on ly from a s ingle leaf
,
bearing the t it le

,
underneath which is a c ut of an
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Astronom ical Globe hel d in a hand
,
with a r ibbon w i th the words SPERA MVD I on it.

D own each s ide is a border con ta in ing heads ofme n and women . Verso begin s : Be

cause all y
'worlde is goue rned by course The first l ine of the t i tle is woodcut .

B ri t ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts
,
Harl .

In form and con ten ts th is fol lows N o. XI of 1 523 . See Plate VI II .

XI V . 1 529 . Jasper Lae t. P . Treveris .

Title: Pronos tic um Magistri I Gasparis laet de Borc hloen

Med ic in e doeforis pro anno M . CC C C C . XXIX . Ad pol i eleua
t ione in sign is empori i An tuerpien sis c ompilatum z praCtic atum .

C olophon : fl Impressum per me Pe trum Treueris .

Quarto. 1 3 8 x 97 mm. 4 leaves, uns i gned .

F irst leaf
,
reé

’

to : Ti tle in four l ines ; the Prologue begins on the fifth l in e wi th a

woodcut in it ia l : PRofundaméto on the twen ty-seven th l ine the Prognost ica
t ion for the seasons begin s ; verso : the Prognost icat ion for the mon ths . Second leaf

,

verso : the Prognost icat ion for the mon ths en ds and D e fert i l itate
,

’begin s . Th ird
leaf

,
reeto : of S icknesses, peace and war

,
etc . ; verso : the in fluen ces of the Planets

,

and ‘
(I D e statu quoruda prin c ipu regu Sc dominoru begins wi th the Pro

gnostic ation for the E mperor. Fourth leaf
,
refi o : Prognost icat ion for the Kings of

France and E nglan d, etc .
,
an d Towns and Countries

,
end ing on the verso ; colophon .

Bodle ian (D ouce
,
L .

”Q“ E nt i rely in Lat in and printed in very smal l b lack letter.

XV . 1 5 30 . Jasper Laet . R . Wyer .

Title : PRonostic um Magistr i Gasparis I Laet de Borc hloen

med ic ine doétoris ad I merid ianum in sign is emporii An t : I uerp
iensis/ pro Anno domin i I M . C C CC C XXX comp i la : I tum
e t praetic atum .

{I These be for to sel l at the Sygne I of seynt Iohn E uangel
yste/ in I seynt Martyns parysshe be : I syde C harynge Crosse .

O é
’

tavo

Known on ly from the t it le-leaf. Between the t i tle and the not ice of sale is a
c ut of a woman and a k in g

,
the latter hold ing a quadrant ; over the ir heads are scro l ls

,

that over the woman in blan k
,
the other beari ng the n ame Ptholomeus

’
; the moon

and stars are in the sky, and an astronom ica l globe in the r ight-han d bottom corn er.
Br it ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts , Harl .

Plomer, N o. 8 8 .
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XV I . 1 530 . John Th ibaul t . R . Wyer ?
Title : PRonostic acyon of Ma istre Iohr

'

I I Th ibaulte Astro
logyen/ to the E mperoure s I Maieste/ and to my Lady . Sc c . The

ye re of ou r I Lord God M C C C C C .XXX c alc uled vpon I Thor i
zont of the town e ofAn twerpe/ cotey I nynge the foure parties of
the yere/ and the in I fluen c es of the n ewe Mon es/ with theyr I
quartres/firste and last/and of peas/of I w[ 6: of syckenesses

of th is yere/Sc I of dy[ ]s c oun tres/and the reuolu : I c ion of the

Kynges/and prync es/ I and the influen ce of i i E cl ipses I of th is
p resen t yere . 6e cetera .

Oa avo. x 63 mm.

K nown on ly from parts of two leaves . F irst leaf, refl o : Ti tle with part of a c ut
undern eath of a man and stars ; verso ‘ ll

'

Salut au Leéfeu r,
’
and the beginn ing of

the Prognost icat ion with a woodcut in it ia l ‘ F
’with a grotesque face in it . Second

lea f
,
verso : the Prognost icat ion of the mon ths begins ; the names of the mon ths are in

French .

Un ivers ity L ibrary
,
Cambr idge (Syn . 8 . 5 3 .

i“ N ot in Plomer.

XVI I . c . 1 5 30 . [Pronostic um]. R . Wyer ?
O ftavo. x 65 mm .

Known on ly from parts of four leaves of a Prognost icat ion in Lat in , con ta in ing
part of the Prognos t icat ion for the mon ths

,
part of the E cl ipse ; wh i lst on the reao of

the fourth leaf is D e ferti l itate et pe nu ri hu ius ann i .’
Un i vers ity L ibrary, Cambr idge (Syn . 8 . 53 .

In the same type as the preced ing. N ot in Plomer.

XVI I I . 1 5 3 3 . John Th ibault . J . Rastell .

Title : {I Pronostyc acyon of mayster I Iohn Thybault/ medy
eyner and astronomer of the Emperyall I maiestie/ of the yere of

our lorde god M CC CC C XXXI II . c Oprehen : I dynge the

. I I I I partes of th is yere/ and of the influence of the I mone/of
peas and warre/and of the sykene sses of th is I yere/ wt

the c on

stellac ion s of them yt be under Ithe . V I I . plan ettes/ and reuolu c ions

of I kynges and princes/and of the I E c lyppes and Comete. C olo
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plzon : ( I Imprin ted by me Iohn Rastell : I C um priu ileg io regal i .
Quarto . 167x 1 22 mm .

Known on ly from fragments of four leaves. F i rst leaf
,
refl o : Title

,
and un der

neath a c ut of a man hold ing an astronom ica l globe in his left hand
,
an d in the right

a scrol l with PTH OLOME US D E X (REX on it
,
and the sun

,
moon

,
and stars in back

ground ; verso : To the Reader,
’with woodcut in it ial I (white on a black ground) .

The colophon is at the foot of the fourth leaf
,
verso .

Br it ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts
,
Harl .

,

Fragmen t N o . 36, which is part of a leaf, appears to be long to some other

prognost icat ion , probably a few years later, rather than to this .

XIX . 1 5 3 3 . Jasper Laet [the younger].
Title : The pronostic ac ion I c alc uled by mayster I aspar Laet

of IAndwarpe/vpon the meryd ian I of the sayd towne/ for the I
yere of our lorde god I M D . xxxiij.

Oc’tavo. 1 30x 8 7 mm.

Known on ly from fragmen ts of four leaves ; the first, recto : Ti t le, un derwhich a

c ut of a man w ith a large quad ran t
,
stars and a comet in the sky ; verso : a Prologue

with a woodcut in i t ial B .

’
Second leaf

,
recto, begins ioyn ed in the place of the

ecl ipse] in a descr iption of the comet ; verso : at the foot
, E cl i pse with a sma l l

c ut . Th ird lea f, recto : Prognost icat ion of peace and war, S ickn esses, etc .
,
at the foot

the descript ion of the four quarters of the yere begins ; verso : Of the es tate of all

person s after the c fi
'

efte of planette s .
’
Fourth leaf

,
recto : part of the Prognost ica t ion

for Towns and Coun tr ies, end in g on the verso hal f way down the page
,

‘These be
the inc lynac ion s whic he I haue I foun de this yere . I ( I F in is .

’

Bod le ian (D ouce , L . four leaves ; Br i t ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts,
Harl . the first leaf on ly

,
de fect i ve on the r ight hand s ide .

Pr in ted in ‘ fore ign i tal ic ’or a form of ‘
secretary ’

type e i ther in Antwerp
or in E nglan d, poss ibly by or for R . W yer. T he Prologue begins : ‘ BIc ause that

. xliiij. [yere] past my father mayste r Iaspar ILaet and xx yere before bym his

father mayster I Iohn laet (W home Iesu pardon ) bothe astroInomers hath yerely vn to

the profyte of the comyn peoIple calcu late and put forth c ertayn prognostyc ac ibs

XX . 1 5 34 . Jasper Laet [the younger].
[A Prognostication . ]

0&avo. 1 3 1 x 89 mm.

Known on ly from three cop ies of four leaves each ; one is s igned A u
,
and begin s

‘ The comet or blasyng sterre
’
; another leaf begins : ‘ In Maye the first quarter
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the . 1 . day.

’
The leaves con ta in the usua l astronomica l observations

,
prognost icat ions

of the weather
,
ecl ipse , and personal prognost icat ions for the Pope, the E mperor, the

K ing of E ngland and the King of Fran ce . T he date appears in the account of the

ecl ipse .

British Museum (Bagford Fragments, three sets, Harl . 59 1 0, Pt.
Harl .

Th is Prognosticat ion was undoubtedly wr itten by Jasper Laet, the younger,
as it is in the same type (fore ign i tal ic) and format as that of 1 53 3 ; it may have been
prin ted e ither in Antwerp or E ngland i by or for R . W yer. In the Prognost icat ion
for the King of E nglan d the author says

,

‘ he shal l treate of thinges con cern ing
the c hurc he .

’

XXI . c . 1 5 39 ? [A Prognostication . ]
Quarto. 1 57x 97 mm. 34 l in es .

Known from on e leaf
,
s igned B . The recto begins : ( [ O f the moste C rystc n

kynge Fraucys fyrs te Iof that n ame verso en ds : ‘
/but they sha l l suffer sum .

’

Bod le ian (70. e .

Th is may be earl ier than 1 53 9 ; but there is noth ing to gi ve the date in the

leaf, except the statemen t that Hen ry VI II would have trouble in his marry ing .

XXII . c . 1 5 39 ? [A Prognosti cation . ] John Redman .

C oloplzon : ‘IThese are the inc lynac ion s and influen ces of I
heaven ,

but not that they must so be . I ‘I Imprin ted at London in
Pater noster I rowe by I[ohn] Redman .

Quarto. x 1 14. mm.

Known from very de fecti ve fragmen ts of two leaves ; the firs t, verso, con ta in s
part of the Prognos t ica t ion for O étober and November ; the secon d

,
reCto, that for

coun tries an d towns and the colophon .

Emmanue l Co l lege
,
Cambri dge (F . 2 . 25 ; in the b ind ing) .

fi ,
‘ The fragmen ts are pasted down on the boards, so that it is imposs ible to say

what is on the other s ides of the leaves.

XX I II . 1 54 1 . Jasper Laet [the younger]. John Redman .

the yere of our Lorde God M . I C C C C C . xl i . C olophon : {1 Im
87



pryn ted at London in I Pater noster Rowe , at I the s igne of our

L a I dy Pytye , by I Iohn Redman . Ad I imprimendum I solum .

O Ctavo . 1 27x 66 mm. (Kalen dar) ; 1 3 1 x 66 (Prognost icat ion ) .
8 leaves

,
uns i gn ed ; B ‘

.

F irst leaf
,
recto : Ti tle, wi th the Anatom ical man underneath ; the Ka len dar begin s

on the verso
,
the mon ths runn ing on without any break between them. T he Kalendar

for D ecember ends on the recto of B i i
,
and the table of E bbs and Floudes begin s at

the foot of the same page . B i i i
,
recto : ( I The declarat ion of th is I presen t Alman

aeke verso : Ru les and E cl ipse of the moon . B i i i i, reéto : E cl ipse of the sun wi th
c ut ; verso : Ru les for bath ing, mowing, e tc . ,

and the colophon at the bottom .

Bod le ian (D ouce
,
L . leaves 1 -8 ; Un i vers ity L ibrary, Cambridge (Syn . 8 ,

54. leaves 9-1 2 ; W estminster Abbey, leaves 9-1 2, removed from the b in d ing
of E 1 . 25 .

fl
,
‘ Th is appears to be the earl iest an nua l Almanack in book form printed in

E nglan d (see Plate IX A and B) . I t is curious that the fi rst two-th irds of the book
shou ld be at Oxford and were foun d in a b ind ing, and the other th ird shou ld be in
dupl ica te at Cambr idge and W es tmin ster

,
both also foun d in b in d ings .

XX IV . 1 54 1 ? [A Prognost ication . ] J . Redman ?

Ofi avo. A
‘
? 1 2 1 X 72 mm.

Known from a fragmen t con s ist ing of two whole leaves and parts of two others ;

one is s igned A i i
,
and begins on the recto : y

t
some Astronomers haue on the

verso is the E cl ipse of the moon . A i i i, re€to z E cl ipse of the sun with a c ut . The

th ird on the recto : Of the i i i i quarters of y
' yere

,
and fyrste of the

W yn ter.’ The fragmen t ends on the verso of the fourth leaf A v) with the catch
word, place .

’

Un i vers ity L ibrary
,
Cambr idge (Syn . 8 . 54 .

fl
f The dates of the e cl ipses of the sun and moon are the same as in N o. xx i i i,

and the c ut of the ecl ipse of the sun is the same and in the same state
,
but the t imes

of the ecl ipses d iffer s l ightly, and the measuremen ts are not the same
,
also l ine commas

are used here as aga inst ord inary commas . Bu t the b00k is probably by the same pr in ter
(J . Redman ) and of the same date . The d ifferen ce in the t imes may be accoun ted for
by one be ing ca lcu lated for, probably, the merid ian of Antwerpe and the other for

London or Oxford .

XXV. 1 54 1 . Jasper Laet [the younger].
Title : {] An Alma I n ack 6c“. Pronostic atio of I yere of our

Lord M V ° XLI . I Practi sed by Iasper Laet. I
Sextodec imo.

Known on ly from the Title-leaf. Un dern eath the t it le is a c ut of the Anatom ical
man ; on the verso of the leaf is the D eclarat ion .
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used on f. cxxxv i verso of Pyn son’
s 1 509 ed it ion of the Sh ip ofFoo ls ) . The book ends

on the verso of the th ird leaf
,

AME N and a border of the butterfly-l ike ornamen ts,

and another border l ine undern eath them.

B ritwe l l Court.
Th is is a sk i t on the ord inary Prognost icat ion

,
written in rhyme, as the

fol lowing extraCts wi l l show
W hat kynges shal do th is yere I cannot tel
For in Gods secretes I was neuer sene so wel l
But I trust that Hen ry our most noble kynge
C on tynually in honour sha l florysshe 8: sprynge
W ‘ Kateryne his wyfe Pryn c e E dwarde his son

And as we l l for do as they have hetherto done .

’

And the prognost icat ion
,
supposed to have been written by a fool, of the d iseases

and S icknesses begins :
D yuers dyseases sha l rayne th is yere,
Some shal dye, and some sha l tarry here .

’

The Hebe r copy (B ibl . Heber, i v . See Plate X .

XX IX . 1 544. Jasper Laet [the younger].
Title : Pronostic atio of Ia[sper] I Laet doctor of Ph isic ke and

Astro[nomie] I for the yere of our Lorde GoId] I M . V °
. xliiii .

Quarto.

Known on ly from part of a leaf. Recto : Title, the Prologue beginn ing imme
diately unde rn eath : FORASmuc h as with a woodcut in itia l F.

Bri tish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl.

XXX . 1 544. John Mussemius . John Mayler .

Title : PROGN O S I TIC ON D . IOANN IS MV S : I sem ii
Germa super anno incarna D ai nostr i I E SV C HRISTI m i llesimo

qu i z I gentesimo quadragesimo quarto I ex op tim is ue tustissimisq I
Astrologis c olleé

‘

tum .

E XC V D E BAT Londin i Ioannes Mayler . IAnno Domin i .
I 544

O étavo ? 1 1 0x 74 mm. A-H ‘

A i, recto : Title ; underneath it a c ircu lar cu t of a man’
s (the head

,
wi th

a crown and dove on his brow
,
the sun as his face and the moon his mou th ; the words

max H E N RI C V S MI N ISTE R FIDE I are un dernea th ; and a l ine of text round the border
begin n ing, oéaaam m c rs vm verso : bla nk. A i i , recto : AD Lac r a M.

’A i i i
,
recto
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E cl ipse of the moon with c ut . A i i i i
,
verso : E cl ipse of the sun w ith c u t. B i i i

,
recto

second E cl ipse of the moon with c ut. B iiii
,
verso : th ird E c l ipse of the moon with

c ut. C 1 , reéto : the Conjunctions of the planets. The Prognost icat ion begins, E i,
verso. The book ends, H i i i i, verso : ‘

Fmrs .
’

Un ivers ity L ibrary, Cambr idge (Syn . 8 . 5 2 .

5
} E nt ire ly in Lat in . See Plate XI .

XXX I . 1 544 . C ornel ius Scu te . R . Lan t for R . Grafton .

Title: A prono I stic ation for the yere I of ou r LORD GOD I
M . CCCC C xliiii . I Praétysed by the Irigh t expert I D oétou r Iin I
Astronomy and ph i : I syc ke I Ma ister I C ornelys Scu te I resyden t
in Br idges I in the Wolfe I strete . C olophon : {I Imprin ted at Lon

don in the I Olde Bayly in Sayn tpoulc hres I paryssh by Rych ard
Lant/ I for Rychard Grafton . I C u priu ileg io ad imprimendu $0111 . I
{ITh is Pronostic ation is to be I sol d at y

e west dore of Pau les I by
Wyllyam Telotson .

D uodec imo. 103 x 62 mm. A-F‘

, first and last probably blank ;
A i i i s ign ed A i i .

A i
,

want in g. A 11 (un s igned), recto : Ti t le in a border composed of four
woodcut ornamen ts ; verso : blank . A iii (A ii) , reCto :

‘To the Reder.’ B i i
,
verso

,

l ine 5 : The Operation of the foure E c lypses of th is yere .

’ C i
,
verso

,
l ine 9 : ‘Of

Syc knesses .
’ C i i

,
verso, l ine 1 3 : Of the foure Season s .’ C i i i

,
verso

,
l ine 1 0 : Of

the xi i . Monethes .
’
D i v, wan t ing. E ii, recto, l ine 4 : Of Ph i l l ip the Kynge of

Spayne .

’
E i i i

,
recto, l ine 2 : Of the E mperours ma iestye .

’
E i v

,
recto

,
l ine 4 : ‘Of

the kyn g of E nglandes Maiestye .

’
F i

,
recto : ‘Of the Frenc he Kynge

’
; verso,

l ine 9 : ‘Thus en deth the Pronostic ation for the yere of our lord a m.v.c .xliiii and

here afte r foloweth an Aduartysemen t of Phisyc ke.

’
F i i

,
recto : Ru les, headed ‘An

Aduertysemen t .
’
T he book ends

,
F i i i ; verso. F i v

,
blank

Br i tish Mus eum (C . 20. a .

t
,
“ T he Prognos t ication for Henry VIII is as fol lows : Henry the e ight/King

of E nglande/who was L I I . yeres olde in the mon eth of l un e last pas t/hauynge in his
revo lution of this yere Saturnus in the Ascenden t of V irgo/in the myddes of heuen .

And his maiestye shal l bere himselfe wise ly th is yere in all his afi
'

ayres/and sha l l be
also lucky in his se ttynge forthe through the exce l lency of Fortune beyng in the

myddes of the heués w ith Iuppiter and Venus in the ix . house : W herfore he shal l
triumzphe in money and gyftes beyng very lyberall. I t shal l be good to serue him

this yere/ by cause that Mercur ius is lorde of the myddes of he uens . In warres he

shal l also prosper 8: have great fortune bycause that Luna is in the .v i i i . house/ wel
9 !



in fourmed aspeCtu sextili of othe r good Planetes. H is Realme shal l prospere in the

sc ates ofmerc hundyse/and be fortunate. And he sha l haue more honoure this yere/
than he hath had in many yeres past with spe cyall love of his subjiétes . And shalbe in

the len t very earnest for some causes that hath ben longe in his hert for to bryng it to
a good ende/efl

'

e&e and purpose .

’

XXX I I . 1 544. Jaspar Laet [the younger].
Title: Almanack I and pronosticas I t ion of Iaspar Laet . I Of

the yare, of our I Lord God M .D . I XLI II I . I {I In th is Alman

aeke ye I shal l fynde all the E pystles and Gos = I pels of every
Soudaye and I holy daye .

Sextodec imo (or 3 2mo) . 58 x 68 mm. ( includ ing the E p istles and
Gospe ls) . 3 2 leaves ? (uns igned) .

Known on ly from fragmen ts of proof sheets prin ted on on e s ide on ly. The t i t le
is on the refto of the first leaf prin ted the r i ght way ; the Ka lendar be ing pr in ted
across the page so that the book had to be he ld s ideways to read it

,
a column con ta in

ing the E p istles and Gospels be ing prin ted by the s ide on the left han d . E ach page of

the Kalendar has a broad blank space in the cen tre to a l low for the st itch ing.
Brit ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts

,
Harl . Un i vers ity L ibrary

,

Cambridge (Sayle W orcester Cathedra l ; St. Pau l’s Cathedral ( in a Cambridge
b ind ing) ; King’s Col lege, Aberdeen ( in a b ind ing) .

Th is form of pr in t ing an Almanack is un common
,
but was adopted later in

some of the smal ler l iturgical works
,
such as

‘ L i ber Prec um Public a rum
,

’Lon don
,

J . W o l fe, 1 572.

XXXI I I . 1 545 . Matth ias Brothyel . R . Grafton .

Title : A PRONO : I styacyon praftysed I by master Math i s I
as Brothyel of IRauen s : I burgh . I An no 1 545 . I ‘I E XC V D E
BAT LO N D IN I I Ric hardus Graftonus c larissimi I Prin c ipis
E douardi tipo : I graphus .

Quarto. 147x 94 mm. A-C
‘
.

A i
, refi o : Title

,
in a broad woodcut border ; verso : blank . A 11

,
recto : ‘The

Prologue,’wi th woodcut in i t ial I . The Prognost icat ion begins on B i
,
recto, and is in

s ix chapters, each of wh ich begin s with a woodcut in i tia l
,
the first has a large in it ial

,

the other five smal ler ones . The secon d chapter also has a smal l c ut of a dragon
stand ing on his head with an [ecl ipse in his ta i l . The book en ds on C i v

,
ve rso :

FI NI S, I ( I C um priu ilegio ad imprimendum solum.

’

Brit ish Museum (C . 54. b .
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A c h i lles P I Gasser, L I as I Dominators are I Mars Luna .

C olophon : LON D IN I I E x ofii c ina Ric hard i G rafton i I c lar iss imo

Prin c ip i E douardo I a Typograph ia I C um priu ilegio ad impri I
mendum solum .

Oa avo. 104 x 5 5 mm. A 8
,
b-e 4, in e ights (c 11, s ign ed C 11) .

A i
,
refto : Title in border with printer’s mark at the bottom (McKerrow

N o. verso : blank . A i i
,
the Prognost icat ion for the season s begins : ‘

TH E FIRST

C H API Itc r the Prognost ica t ion for the mon ths begin s at the bottom on the verso ;
d i i i i

,
reao : ‘

( The in fortunate and vn zlluckie dayes d vii
,
verso : ( I The

sonnes of the .xi i . s ignes of the zod iac ’; e iii, refl o : (I Under what quadrungle of

the I Z odiac h The book ends on e i i i i
,
verso ; Colophon .

Bodle ian (Ash.

XXXVI I . 1 546. Jasper Laet [the younger]. J . H erford .

Title: ‘I An Alma I n acke 8c pron ostic ation of Iasper Laet
wi th the d is I posi tion of the i i i i quarters of the I yeare , and the
X I I . sygnes and theyr qual i ties

,
Anno C olophon

( [ PracI iSCd by the re : I nowmed doctor in I Astronomy and I
Ph isic ke I Iasper Late . I ‘I Printed in Aldersgat I strete by Ioh ii I
[Herford].

Sextodec imo. 83 x 49 mm . 1 6 leaves, uns igned .
Leaf i

,
reclo : Ti tle with c ut of the Anatom ica l Man un derneath ; verso

D eclarat ion . The Ka len dar begin s on leaf 2
,
verso

,
and en ds on leaf 1 4, recto. There

are sma l l woodcuts of the s ign s of the Zod iac at the head of each mon th. T he

Prognost icat ion begin s on leaf 14, verso, an d the book en ds on leaf 16, verso .

B rit i sh Museum (un fo lded sheet) (C . 27. e . E . F. Bosanquet (un folded
sheet) .

There appears to have been no ecl ipse this year
,
but the effeét of the one

that took place the year before was st i l l to be fel t
,
an d a very careful ly worded pro

gnos tic ation of the death ofHen ry VI II appears on the fourteen th leaf ; as he d ied on

January the 28 th 1 541? it was praé
’
tic ally fulfil led . Both sheets are rather c ut an d the

Title and Co lophon are bu i lt up from the two cop ies . The sheets are interes t ing as
showing how a 16mo was prin ted

,
and that to b ind the book the sheet wou ld have to

be c ut in ha l f and folded in two gather ings of e ight .
See Plate X II .

XXXVI I I . 1 548 . An thony Askham . W . Powel l .
Title : A Prog I nostic ac ion made I for the yere of oure I Lord

god a thou I sande fyue hun I dre th xlvi i i . I C alc uled I for the I
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me I ridian of Yorke , and praétysed by An I thony As I kham
ph i I sic ion . C olophon : ( I Imprinted at Lon I don in Fletestrete
a t the sygne of I the George nexte to sainte I D un stones c hurc h I
by Wyllyam I Powel l .

O étavo. 1 1 7 x mm. 8 leaves
,
uns igned (uncut sheet).

F irst leaf
,
reé

’

to : Title in border with prin ter's mark at the bottom (Mc Kerrow ,

N o. verso : blank. Second lea f
,
recto : ‘

(I O f the E c lypse of the Moon e .

’

(I Of the Lordes of th is yere .

’ Thi rd leaf
,
reéto : ‘The d iseases of this yere ’

; verso
{I Of the i i i i partes of the yere .

’
The Prognost icat ion for the mon ths beg ins on the

reao of the fourth lea f. The book ends on the verso of the e ighth leaf ; Colophon .

The headl ines are e ither Prognostic ac ion or Prognost ica t ion .

’

L ibrary ( i) .
Th is is the earl iest known of Askham

’
s books ; and from the make-up of

his other ed ition s, probably, was preceded by 1 6 leaves con ta in ing the Almanack .

Sold at Sotheby’s 28 January 1 9 14. The in format ion regard in g th is copy has been
suppl ied by Mr. Theodore Perry .

XXXIX . 1 548 . James Sauvage . J . Herford .

[An Almanack and Prognostication
C olophon : ( I Praétised by the re I nowned doétour in A : I stro

nom ie a
_

n
_

d I Ph is ic ke I Iacob Saunage . I
{I Printed at London I in Aldersgate stre te by I Iohn H er

forde .

Sextodec imo. 8 3 x 50 mm. 1 6 leaves ?
Known on ly from fragmen ts . The Colophon is on the verso of the last leaf

,
and

the Ka lendar for July
,
August

,
Septembe r, O él ober, November

,
and D ecember, or

parts of these mon ths rema in
,
a lso part of the Ru les, the E cl ipse with a c ut and a

sma l l amoun t of the Prognost icat ion in which a l itt le Greek type is used . There are
cuts of the s igns of the Zod iac at the commen cemen t of each mon th.

W estminster Abbey (Fragments removed from E . 2 . Cartme l l Priory
Church, Lancash ire (N o. 59 in the b ind ing) .

Of the three smal l fragmen ts that rema in of th is Almanack one is at Cart
me l l and two at W estminster ; the Colophon is comple te in the former and has been
suppl ied me by the Rev. G . S. Smi th, v icar ofCartme ll from one of the latter it is
pos s ible to date the Alman ack

, as it is stated the year was a leap yea r
,
and as Adven t

Sun day was 2 D ecember
,
and the D omin ica l letter G

,
it c an on ly be 1 548 .

‘ Jacob ’
Saunage is a m istake for ‘James ’Saunage ; ev iden tly the tran s la tor has ren dered the
Lat in name Jacobus wrongly .
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XL . 1 5 50 . James Sauvage . J . Daye and W . Seres .

Title : A Prognosti : I cation for the ye re of oure I Lorde
M . C C C C C .L . Pract ised I by Ma ister Iames Saunage of the I
Towne of Ipres in Flaunders . I D oétor in Phisic ke and I Reade r
of the I town e ofAn : I werpe . I {I Translated oute of I Douch by
W i l l i s I am Har s I rys . I Imp rin ted at I London by Iohn D ay, |
dewellyng ouer Aldersgate , and I Wylliam Seres, dwellyng in Pe ter I
C ol ledge . These bokes are to be sold at the n ewe shop by the I
lytle C onduyte in I c hepesyde . I
{I C um grat ia e t Priu ileg io ad I imprimendum solum .

O étavo . X 60 mm. 8 leaves+
Known on ly from fragmen ts. Parts of six leaves

,
c u t at the bottom. F irst leaf

,

recto : Ti tle ; verso : blank. Second leaf (probably the th i rd) , part of the Prologue,
head l ine

,

‘To the Reader ’
; th is ends on the reéto of the fourth ( i fifth) leaf. The

seven teen th l ine of the same leaf : Of the . i i i i . quarters of the yeare ’
; verso, head

l ine : A Pronostic ac ion .

’
F i fth leaf

,
reéto, headl ine : ‘To the Reader’; verso, head

l ine : A Pronostic ation .

’
S ixth ( i e ighth) leaf, reéto, begins : ‘T he n ewe Moone the

.xvi . daye
,

’
in the prognosticat ion for the month of Apri l ; verso, ends : ‘wyth fa ire

cleare,’on the twenty-n in th l ine
,
in August.

Brasenose Col lege, Oxford (E ast C lose t, secon d L . H . drawer) .

XLI . 1 5 5 3 . An thony Askh am . W . Powel l .
Title (defective) : [An Almanac ke for the yere] of our LO[RD

GOD M] I I D . I L . I I I [dec l]aryng the ry[syng] [none] I steade, and
settyng of the

,
vi i star[res and] of, i i i starres in the gyrdel of Or ion

also I starre cal led the great dogge or Al I habor, and
when al the starres of Charles Iwayne and the myddes of the l ytle
beares I tayle are ful north

,
whereby ye shal knowe I al the honres

of the nyght by some of these I starres as n ere as is sen s ible for ou r
la : I titude , the wh ich I have deuised I more plaine then in myI
former Alma : I nakes . I Uery pleasaun t for marin ers and sea men I
the whic he all my housholde doth nyght : I ly praétise , also here
is declared the rysing I an d setting of the sonn e

,
the leng th of the I

days and
.

nyghtes , the spryng of the day I and the goying away of

the day at I nyght, made by An thony IAskham Ph i : I sition .

96



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


Phisike . I Imprin ted at London , by I Ihom K ingston , and Hen ry
Sut : I ton ,

dwellyng in Pou : I I
Sextodec imo. 77X 49 mm. A

'
+

Known on ly from a fragmen t
,
con ta in ing two complete leaves

,
and six others

badly c ut. A i
,
recto : Ti tle, bottom c ut off ; verso : D eclarat ion . A ii

,
verso

E cl ipses w ith sma l l cuts . The Kalendar beg in s on A iii
, rea o ; and the Fragmen t

en ds
,
A v i i i

,
verso

,
at the 28th of June .

Un i vers ity L ibrary
,
Cambridge (Syn . 8 . 55 .

XLIV . 1 5 55 . An ton ius de Motul ind . T . Marsh e .

Title: AN ALMA I nacke and prog : I nostic a : cion . I For
the H E of our Lord God I D C C C C C LV . Made by I Mas ter

An ton ius de Mo : I tulind , an I tal i an
, I D oétoure of Ph i : I sicke

and A : strony: I my. I {I Impryn ted at London ,
by I Thomas

Marche
,
dwellinge I in Flete strete , at the sygne of I the Prin ces I

armes . I M .

O étavo. 1 2 1 x 71 mm. A
‘
R

‘
.

A i
,
refi o : Title ; verso : blan k. A ii

,
reé

’

to : D eclarat ion ; verso : Ru les . The
Ka len dar begin s on A iii

,
recto, and ends B i i i i , refi o ;

‘
FI l

’
,
and woodcu t orna

ment ; verso : blank .

B ri ti sh Museum (C . 27. a.

The letter M undern eath the t i tle probably represents the first letter of the
pr in ter’s name .

XLV . 1 5 5 5 . An ton ius de Motulind . T . Marshe .

Title : {I A Prognosti I cation , Made for the yeare I of our

Lord God . M . C C C C C I L .V . declaring also what wea I ther, and
d isseases, wart es , Pe : I stilen c e , dearth of vic‘tuals shal l I h appen
for th is yere , made by Master An ton ius , de Mon I tulmo . An

I tal ian , I D oétour of Ph i : I s ick , and Astro I n 1my. {I Impryn ted

at Lon : I don ,
by Thomas Marshe I dwellynge in Fletee

,
strete I

at the sygne of the I Prin ces ar : I mes .

O é
’

tavo. 1 14
- 1 20 x 64 mm . (var iable) . AB8 (B i i i i, s i gned B i i i,

last leaf want ing, blan k ?)
A i

,
reé’to : Title ; ve rso : blank . A i i

,
recto : a Preface commen c ing

,

‘ For as

muche,’ with a woodcut floreate in i t ial . T he Prognost ication for the mon ths begin s
98



on A i i i
,
reé

'

to
,
January hav ing a floreate in it ia l ; and ends on B i i i i (B i i i), verso. The

rest of the book is taken up with the Prognost icat ion of S icknesses
,
wars

,
pr ice of

corn
,
etc . The book en ds on B v i i, recto, rw rs

’
; verso, blank.

B r itish Museum (C . 27. a .

Th is and the prev ious book are boun d together.

XLVI . 1 556. Prognostication and Almanack . R . Wyer.
Title : {I Prognostyc a : I c ion ,

and Alma I nacke of two Shep
her I des : nec essarye for all H ousholders . C olophon : {I Imprin ted I
by me RobertWye r : Dwel I lynge in Seyn t Martyn s

’

pa : I rysshe ,
in the Duke of Sufi

'

ol : I kes ren tges, besyde charyn : I ge C rosse .

D uodec imo. 1 1 3 x 67 mm. AB‘
.

A i
,
reéto : Title, with a c ut of the Two Shepherds underneath ; the last two

l ines of the Title be ing prin ted vert ical ly on each s ide of the c ut ; verso, the book
begins : ‘

( I For exspen c es
’
; and ends B i i i i

,
recto : (I Thus en deth the wyse I

Prognostyc ac ion
’
; Colophon ; verso : ‘Almanac ke, for

Britwe l l Court.
The Prognost icat ions in th is book have noth ing to do with the ord inary

prognost icat ion s of the weather, but con s ist of very cur ious wise maxims. There is
no Kalendar (Plomer, 25A) .

XLVI I . 1 557 . John Fie ld . T . Marshe .

Title : E PHEME RI S I ANN I . 1 5 57 . C URRE NTIS I IUX
TA C O PE RN IC I I E T RE IN H ALD I C ANONE S I fidelite r
per Ioannem F ield Anglum

, I Supputata a c exam inata ad me- I
r idianum LOND I : I N E N SE M I qu i oc c iden talior esse indic atur

a Re inhaldo I quam sit Reg ii Mon tis , per I boram. 1 . Ser . 50 .

Adieéta est e tiam brevis quaedam E p istola I IOANNIS D E E ,

qua vu lgares istos I E phemeridum fic
’
tores meri to reprehendit .

{I TABE LLA I LON D IN I I M . D . LV I . SE PT

EMBR IS XI I . C olophon : E XC USSUM LON D IN I IN I
lE D IBUS TH OMlE I MARSH E . I 1 556.

Quarto . 1 53 x 1 00 mm . A‘

; A-E ‘
.

F irs t
,
A i

,
reéto : Title ; verso : blank. A 11

,
reéto: ‘ Ioannes D ee

,
benevolis

Leaoribus .
’
A iii

,
reao : ‘ Ioan nes F i ldus Lefl ori.

’
A iv

,
recto : the Tables c om

mence and end on B i, verso. B i i
,
reéto : newTit le

,
E phemeris I ann i christi I c ur
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ren t is I verso : blank ; B i i i, verso : the Tables begin and end on E i i i
,
recto ;

verso : Co lophon . E i v
,
recto : a letter headed

,
Lefi ori

,

’
bu t not s ign ed ; verso

E rrata.

B ri t ish Museum (71 8 , g. Corpus Chris t i Col lege
,
Oxford (Polyg. e .

f
f The book is printed in black . I t is not poss ible to take the measuremen ts

of the tables accurately as they vary very much in he ight and are c ut on the edges .

XLVI I I . 1 5 59 . M i c hae l Nostradamus . L . H aryson .

Title : An Alma : I nacke for the yeare of our Lorde God
, I

1 5 59 . I C omposed by MaysterMychael Nostradamus, D oétour I of
Ph isike .

{I Foure lyn es vpon all the yeare .

Feare , yee gre ate pillynge (four l ines) . C olophon : IM

PRINTE D AT LONDON I by HE NRY SUTTON
,
for Lu c as I

H aryson ,
dwellyng in Pou les chu rch I yarde , the XX . of February,

in I the yeare of our Lorde , I M .D . LIX .

O Ctavo. 1 1 5 x 70 mm. A
'
.

A i
,
reéto : Title ; verso : D eclarat ion . T he Ka lendar begins on A 11

,
re&o

,
a

prognost icat ion be in g prin ted in a narrow column on the right han d s ide in a l ine
with the days of the mon th. The Kalen dar ends A vii

,
verso . A viii

,
refito : Colo

phon ; verso : Anatomical man .

B ritwe l l Court .

XLIX . 1 5 59 . M ichael N ostradamus .

Title : TH E PROGNOSTIC A I tion of mai ster M ichae l
N ostredamus , I D oétour in Ph is ic k . In Prouin c e I for the yeare

of oure Lorde , I 1 5 59 . I W ith the pred iction s and presages of eue ry
moneth . I AN TWE RPIAE .

Oélavo. 1 08 x 62 mm. A-F’.

A i
,
reéto : Title verso : blank . A i i, refio, the Prognost icat ion begin s (I The

prediftion of Ianuary. The book ends F viii, recto :
‘m s

’
,
and undern eath

, ( I A

faute escaped in Apri l l verso : blank.

B r itwel l Court.
fl
,
‘ This book is in Roman type, and is probably one of the p i rated ed it ion s

prin ted in E nglan d and not in An twerp ; the Prognost icat ions are for the mon ths on ly
and are much longe r than usua l tak ing up somet imes as much as six pages to a mon th.

The Heber copy.
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LI I . 1 560 . Hen ry Roc heforth . 0 . Roge rs .

Imprinted at London by O : I w en Rogers dwell ing I betwixt
b oth sainct Bar I the lmewes, at the sign e I of the spredde I E gle . I
All the Fai res in E ngland .

Sextodec imo . 8 1 x 5 5 mm. 1 6 leaves (AB in e ights
,
but on ly

B i i and i i i i, s igned), last leaf blank.
A i

,
re€to : Ti tle ; verso : blan k. A ii

,
re&o : D eclara t ion . T he Ka lendar begins

on A i i
,
verso

,
and ends on B i i i i, reéto ; on the same page the E cl ipses with very sma l l

rough cu ts of the moon . B i i i i
,
verso : Anatomical man . B v

,
refto : ‘All the

Notable Fayres ends B vn
,
reéto : FI NI S verso : blank . B v i i i

,
blank .

Br it ish Museum (C. 40. a .

2 } This is the first appearance of the Fa irs in an Almanack . They are foun d ,
however, in D igges’ Prognosticat ion E verlast ing,’ 1 5 56.

LI II . 1 560 . Henry Roc heforth . 0 . Rogers .

Title: A pronost I i c ation for the I yere of ou r Lorde God I
M .D .LX . in the wh ich I is shewed the seasson of ] the c are wi th
s ic knes I war D eseassis of I th is praesent I year I H . R . I Imprynted
at London by I Owen Rogers dwell ing I betwixt both saint Bar : I
thelmews

,
at the s i gne I of the spredde I E gle .

Sextodec imo . 70 x 47 mm. AB
”
,
last three leaves blank .

A i
,
refito : Title ; verso : blank. A 11

,
refi o : the Prognost icat ion of the weather

for the mon ths begins
,
and en ds

,
A v i i i

,
verso ; the E cl ipses begin at the bottom of

the same page . B i i, ve rso : Of peace and warr.’ T he book ends on B v
,
recto

‘
and sen d vs I all his grace ISo be it. I 1

B ri t ish Museum (C . 40. a .

Bound wi th N o. LII .

L IV . 1 56 1 . Alexander Mounslowe .

T . Marshe or N . E ngland ?

in to euery signe I of the Z odiake ,
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( 1 5 th l ine . ) uers noble Starres with the Sun , through I out all the
1 2 moneths
( 1 9th l ine . ) whic he haue not bene he : I therto vsualy set furth I
in any E phemerides or I any Alma : nacke . I P laced and set furth
by Alexander I Mounslowe

,
and refe rred to the Me I ridiane of

Oxforde .

08mm . 1 05 x 65 mm. (on the recto of the second leaf) .
Known on ly from two leaves ; on the reéto of the first

,
Ti t le in twen ty-six l ines ;

verso : blank. O n the secon d
,
reéto : the D eclarat ion , in wh ich the date is given ;

verso : a statemen t that there woul d be no E cl ipses e ither of the sun or moon in the

year.
Un ivers i ty L ibrary

,
Cambridge (Syn . 8 . 56. 1

fl
} Thomas Marshe had l icen se to prin t an Almanack and Prognost ica t ion by

Moun slowe 1 560-61 ; but N icolas E ngland also had l icen se for on e by Mons Lady
Moun slow) dur ing the same per iod .

LV . 1 56 1 . Henry Roc heforth . 0 . Rogers ?
Title : {I A pronosti c ation for I y° yeare of oure lord God

.M . I D .LX I . in the wh ich is shewed I y° d isposi tio of the 1111

parts I of the yeare , and the chaunge I of the mone with the ir
quar : ters l ikewyse of warre and I peace , offruytes of the I earth ,
d ise ases I and death . I

E
“ Practised for the eleuation I of the pole Aréticke of I Lon

don
,
made by I Hen ry Rochfort I Ph ic ision .

Sextodec imo. 75 x 5 1 mm.

Known on ly from fragments . The largest of these con s ists of four leaves ; first
lea f

,
retfto : Title ; verso : ‘A Prognost icat ion of the i i i i parts of the year Second

leaf : con t inuat ion of the same . Th ird leaf (s igned D i i ) , reCto : the au thor quotes the
ru le of hea lth of John Stofler ; verso : at the bottom of the page is a c ut of the

occupation s for one of the Autumn mon ths . Fourth lea f (s igned D i i i) , recto : Rules ;
verso : A Table to chose a good s igne ac cordinge to the foure complexion s.’
Un i vers i ty L ibrary

,
Cambridge (Syn . 9 . 56. Mr. G. J . Gray .

Part iculars taken from the fragmen t in the possess ion of Mr. Gray there

was ev iden tly an Almanack for the year be longing to th is book which probably took
up abou t the first two gatherings .
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LV I . 1 562 . John Sec uris . J . Walley
Title : [?AnAlman ac ke and Prognosti c ation for the ye re

and Title : {I A Prognosti : I C AC ION ,
FOR TH E YE RE I since

the b i rthe of our Lorde Jesus C h rist, I 1 562 whic he is the yere
fro the be : I ginnyng of the worlde . 55 24 wher : I in is declared
the disposic ion of the I whole yere , as tou c hyng the I weather,
v iétuals , d isca : I ses , 8c c . Pract ised in I Salisburie in I the Newe
strete . IByMa ister Ihon Secu : I ris , professour of IPh isic ke . I 1 562 .

{I Imprin ted at London , I by Ibon Waley .

Oflavo . Kalendar 1 1 7-1 20 x 69 mm. ; Prognosticat ion 1 1 5 x 68 mm.

AE 8 C‘

; AB
‘
.

[A i , reéto : Title .] A 11
,
reé

’

to : Terms ; verso : D eclarat ion
,
and E cl ipse with

smal l c ut. A iii
,
verso Anatom ical man . A i i i i-A v i i i, are taken up wi th Med ica l

ru les and a l ist of med ic ines
,
that may be gi ven at any t ime without dan ger. The

K alendar begins on B i
,
reéto

,
and en ds on C i i i i

,
verso : ‘

Fmrs .
’ Over each mon th is

a sma ll square c ut wi th the name of the mon th in French at the bottom
,
Janv ier

,

Fevrier
,
etc . , but Ju ly and August both have AOUST un dern eath

,
the cuts be ing of the

same subject sl ightly d ifferently treated . Secon d A i , reéto : the Ti tle to the Pro

gnostic ation . A i i , reéto : ‘ Iohn Sec uris to the gen tle Reader.’ The Prognost icat ion
beg in s on A iii

,
verso

,
and ends on A vii

,
verso . A v i i i

,
reCto : ‘A B rief note of the

most dangerous daies.’ B i refi o : the lucky days . B i i : Of the Chaunge
,
ful l and

quarters of the Moone The book ends B v i i i
,
refi o ; verso : blank .

B rit ish Museum (8610. aa .

The second Title is boun d in th is copy in place of the first
,
and lea f

,
second

B vi i
,
is de fect i ve . Among the med ic ines given as sa fe to adm in ister at any t ime are,

Manna
,
Rhubarbe

, Senna, Turpen tyne of Ven ice, Aloe, etc .

See Plate XIV .

LVI I . 1 562 . John Sec uris . J . Walley .

Title : {IA Prognosticat ion , I for the yere s ince the b irth I of
our Lorde Iesus C hrist 1 562 I whi c he is the yere from the be

ginnyng I of the worlde 5 5 24 where in is declared I the dis

posic ion of the whole
’

yere , I as touc hyng the weather, vic : I tuals ,
d isease s, 8c c . Prac : Itised in Salisburie, I in the Newe I Strete . I By
Maister Ihon Secu : I ris . professoure of IPh isic ke . I 1 562 . I

{I Impr in ted at London , I by I bon Wal ey .

Sextodec imo. 73 x 50 mm. i a8 + (a iii, s igned a v) .
Known from four leaves ; a i

,
recto : Ti tle ; verso : blan k . a i i

,
reao : the Pro
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leaf s i gned B i has on the reé
'

to, part of the Prognosticat ion for September and

O étobe r. After the Prognostication is a l ist of the Fa irs, which en ds on the rea o of

the las t lea f; on the verso
,
the colophon in very large type.

U n ive rs ity L ibrary
,
Cambridge (Syn . 8 . 56. Corpus Chr ist i Col lege

,

Oxford (W . P. i i i
,

T he fragmen ts in the Un i vers i ty L ibrary
,
Cambr idge

,
con s is t of two

whole leaves and parts of s ix others ; the t i tle is defect ive, but the colophon complete .

The Fragmen ts at Oxford a re the t i tle-page complete and hal f of one other leaf.

LX . 1 564. W i l l iam Cun ingham . R . Hall .
Title : 1 564 A new Almanac k and Prognosti cation , seru

ynge the yere of I C h ri st M . D LX I I I I . fa ithfully c alc u : I lated
l ated for the longi tude of London ,

and pole I artic ke of the same .

By W . C u I nyngham Doolour in I Physic ke .

PRINTE D AT LON I don by Ronland Hal l
,
dwellinge I

in Gu tter Lane at the s i gne of the I h al fe E gle and the K ey. I
1 564 .

O étavo. Kalendar 1 2 1 x 76 mm Prognost icat ion 1 28 x 75 mm.

AB
“

; A’
.

A i
,
recto : Ti tle, with a round emblemat ical c ut

,
of cherubs and the D e ity in the

sky , between the t i tle and impr in t ; verso : D eclarat ion . At the bottom ofA i i
,
recto,

a woodcu t ornamen t ; verso : Anatom ica l man . A i i i, refi o : E cl ipse . T he Ka len dar
begins on the verso

,
an d ends on B vii

,
reé’to ; verso : l ist of Fa irs begin s. Secon d

,

A i
,
recto : Ti tle to the Prognost icat ion da ted at the foot 1 563 ; verso : blank . A ii,

rei to : ‘ Of the E cl ipse of the I son ne whic he was 1 563 , 20 day of Iune A i i i
,

verso : ‘ Of the 4 . q uarters of the yeare A v
,
verso : the Prognost icat ion of the

mon ths begin s
,
each mon th hav ing a sma l l square c u t at the head . T he book e nds

A v i i i
,
verso ; woodcut ornamen t.
Br itwe l l Court .

LXI . 1 564 . Henry Low . T . Marshe .

Title : A PROG I nostic ation for the yeare of oure I Lorde
God 1 564 wh ic he declareth I the d isposi tion and state of the

whole I yeare, as c on c e rn inge the w ea : I ther, and of the Sicknesses I
therof. Praétisc d in Sal i sbury by I master Henry I Lou .
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{I Imprinted at London in I Flete
"

strete
,
nere to S . D unstons I

church by Thomas Marshe .

Oétavo . 1 1 7x 71 mm. AB".

A i
,
reao : Ti t le ; verso : blank . A ii

,
recto : ‘ Here fol loweth the dispositi Ion

of the wether the Prognost icat ion for the seasons begin n ing with a woodcut
i n it ia l ‘ I

’
; ends A v i i i, verso . B i, reéto : ‘

( I Here foloweth the d ispos i : I t ion of the

weather the Prognost icat ion for the mon ths
,
beginn ing 'with a woodcut in i t ial

‘T ’
; ends B viii, reé

’
co :

‘
Frms

’
; verso : blank.

Bod le ian (Tanner,

LX I I . c . 1 565 ? [A Prognostication . ]
Oélavo. x 62 mm .

Known from fragments of four leaves all c u t at the bottom . The head l ine of the

first leaf
,
recto, is

‘The Prognoétic acyon .

’
O n the other pages it is ‘T he prognost ica

t ion .

’
The firs t leaf, reao, begin s with The prayer ’ O God eternall in verse . T he

fifth chapter begins in the m idd le of the page and con ta in s the Prognos t icat ion for
the seasons . The s ixth chapter begin s in the m iddle of the verso of the secon d leaf

,

and con ta ins the Prognost icat ion for the mon ths . D ecember is on the verso of the

fourth lea f and probably ends on th is page.

Un i vers ity L ibrary
,
Cambridge (Syn . 8 . 55 .

fly
“ The da tes of the n ew moons fit the year 1 565 , and the gene ra l appearance

of the type would appear to fit that date ; but the date m ight be 1 546 or 1 584 .

LX I I I . 1 566. Wi ll iam C un ingham . R . Serle forWi l l iam Jones .

Title : I?An Almanac ke and Prognostication . ]
and Title : A PROGN O STI I C ATION FOR TH E

YE ARE I of our redemption . 1 566. made for I the Longi tude and

Pole of London ,
By Wi ll iam C unyngham I Doctor in Ph isiq ue . I

IMPR INTE D AT LONDON I by R ichard Serl . forW illiam
Iohnes, I dwel l ing in C rede lan e and are to be I Sould at his shope
at the weste I ende of Poulles . I 1 566. I

O fi avo. Kalen dar 1 1 5 x 78 mm. ; Prognost icat ion 1 20 x 75 mm .

8 leaves
,
un s i gned ; BC 8 ( last leaf wan t ing, blank) .

[First leaf : Title .] Secon d lea f, rea o, begin s at the top : But as tuch ing in

the Rules ; woodcut ornamen t at the bottom ; verso : Anatom ical man . Th ird leaf :
E cl ipse w ith c ut . The Ka len dar begin s on the fourth leaf

,
recto, and ends B vii

,

verso . B v i ii : l ist of Fa irs . C i
,
refi o : Ti tle to Prognosticat ion as above , with a round

1 07



emblemat ic c u t
,
of cherubs and the D e ity in the sky, be tween the t it le and impr in t ;

verso : blan k . C i i
,
reao : ‘ To the fr iendly Reders ’

; verso : D iagram . The Pro

gnostic ation for the mon ths begin s on C i i i i, reéto, each mon th hav ing a smal l square
c ut at the begin n ing. T he book ends C v i i

,
recto : ‘

Fmas
’
; woodcut ornamen t ;

verso : blank. C v i i i , blank ( i) wan t ing .

Britwe l l Court (Heber copy) .

LX IV . 1 566. M ichae l Nostradamus . H . Den ham .

Title ; An Alm inac ke I and p rod igious premon strati I on ,

made for the yeare of ] grace 1 566. By I Mi . N os trodamu s . |
fl l mprin ted at London by Hen ry Denham I I.

O fi avo.

Known from on e leaf
,
c ut at the bottom. Between the t itle and the imprin t are

four l in es of verse in E n gl ish beginn ing : ‘The God wh ich each and a c ut of

a globe in a stan d ; verso : blan k.

B rit ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl .

LXV . 1 566. Franc i s C ox . J Alde .

Title : {IA Prog : nostic ation made for y° yeere I of our

Lorde God . 1 566. D e : c laryng the change , Fu ll , 86 I Qi arters of

of the Moon e
, w

t I other , ac customable mat I ters , seru ing all E ng :
land . By Ma i ster . I F . C ox . Phi : I s itiou . I {I Impryn ted I I
London I at the long shop adioin ing vn to I S . M i ldreds C hurc he
in the I Pultrie by Iohn I Alde .

Sextodec imo. 77 x 5 3 mm . 1 6 leaves (the last blank ; the on ly
s ignature

,
C i i i i) .

F irst leaf, reé'to : Title ; verso : blank . Second leaf, reé’to : E cl ipse . The descript ion
of the Season s begins on the verso of the th ird leaf. O n the verso of the s ixth leaf are
the Rules

,
prin ted in a much smal ler type than the res t of the book . The Prognost ica

t ion for the Mon ths begins on the reé
’
to of the seven th leaf, w ith smal l cuts of the

occupat ion s before each mon th. Th i rteen th leaf, recto : the l ist of Fai rs. T he book
ends on the reé

’

to of the fi fteen th leaf : ( I F in is I) verso: blan k.

Un i ve rs ity L ibrary
,
Cambr idge (Syn . 8 . 56.

There was ev iden tly an Alman ack be fore th is , wh ich took up s ignatures
A, B . T he

.

heading to the l ist of Fa irs is in c orreétly pr in ted thus : (I Here folow
the prin c ipal ] I thorow out E ngland kept onery IFa i res Mone th in the yeere .

’

1 08



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


Prognost icat ion ; verso : blank . E 11
,
ref’to : D ed ication to

‘ Lorde Lumley ’
; verso,

begin s : ‘The effecte of the E cl ipse .

’
The Prognos t icat ion of the Season s begin s a t

the bottom of the verso of E i i i
,
and the book en ds E i i i i

,
verso ; ‘

1 woodcu t
ornamen t . There is a large woodcut in i t ial T ’

on the reflo of A i i
,
and a smal ler

one on the refi o of E i i .
L in coln Cathedra l (Mm . 6.

T he effec
’

t of the ecl ipse of the sun in the year 1 540 is set out in fu l l deta i l
on A i i

,
and i i i

,
and because of the terrible th ings wh ich happened after that ecl ipse

,

the Author enjoynes prayer to God that he w i l l take the l ike pun ishmen t from us for

his merc ie sake, bu t also feare us from s in
,

’
etc . Amongs t other th in gs attr ibuted to

the 1 540 ecl ipse appear to have been that the c itie of ‘Gaun t ’los t great pri vi leges an d
severa l c it iz en s were beheaded ; a Parl iamen t was he l d in W ormes on certa in art icles
of Re l igion , and another in 1 54 1 at Regen sbergh,

’
but nothing came of them ; there

was a plague of ‘
straunge heastes l ike unto grasshoppe rs,’wi th fou r winges wh ich eat

up all the grass and trees in Polon ia ; the E mperor Charles lost 1 50 sh ips on a voyage
to Algiers

,
and the weather appears to have been as bad as it cou ld be .

T he wr iter is indebted to D r. Arthur Buchanan , Sub-L ibrar ian of the Cathed ra l
L ibrary

,
for in format ion about th is book .

LXVI I I . 1 568 . John Sec u ris . T . Marshe .

Title : A N ew Al I manac ke and Prog I nostic ation for the I

since the c re : I ation of the worlde . 5 5 30 . I C a lculated c hiefe lye

for all E n I gland and seru ing also in some I respeétes, other

Realme s : I as I re land , Fraunc e , 8c c I Publ ished by Iohn Se c uris

Ph i : I s ition ,
dwell ing in Sal isbury I in the newe streete . I Im

Thomas M arshe .

Sextodec imo. Kalendar, 85 x 5 1 mm. ; Prognost icat ion, 80 x 48 mm.

AB
’
; AB

“
.

A i
,
re€to : Title ; verso : D eclarat ion . A 11

,
reél o : Z od iaca l s igns ; verso : Anat

omical man . A i i i , verso : the Ru les begin at the bottom of the
-

page . The Kalen dar
begin s on A i i i i, verso, with the cuts of the Occupat ions of the mon ths with the names in
Fren ch

,
wh ich were used before in the broads ide Almanacks by H yll and Turke at

the head ofeach mon th. Th is ends B v i i i, recto ; verso : Terms. 2nd A i
,
recto : Ti tle

to the Prognost icat ion ; verso : Preface with a woodcut in i t ia l W .

’
The Prognost ica

t ion beg ins on A i i i, verso, and ends on B vi i i
,
ve rso ; Prayse be vn to God and God I

saue the Quen e . I AM E N I F1N 1s .
’

Bodle ian (Tan ner.

I I O



The au thor ends up his book after a long l ist of good and ev i l days with these
words : ‘And nowe to con c lude

,
I saye I that al dayes a re good to a good Iman , after a

certa ine respefte I and mean inge . Qu ia diligen tibus I deum omn ia c ooperan tur in

bon iim .

’

LX IX . 1 569 . Joach im Hubrigh t. J . K ingston forW . P ickering .

Title : An Almanack I and P rognostication ,
for the yere I of

Fluddes for IMariners , also the i r courses, soun : I dynges , land
ynge s, markes

, I and daungers , all alon the I coast of E nglande

where , and when the i be holden , mete for I all those that vse the

trade thereof. I {I Imprin ted at Lon don
,
by I hon Kyngston , I for

W illyam P ic kryng.

O Ctavo. Kalendar
, 1 22 x 72 mm. ; Prognost ication , 1 25 x 72 mm.

8 leaves un s igned
,
AB

“
.

F i rst leaf, refi o : Title in woodcut ornamen ta l border in red and black ; verso
blank . Secon d leaf, reéto : D eclarat ion ; verso : Anatom ical man

,
the face pr in ted in

red. Ka lendar begin s on 3 rd leaf, rec’to, and ends on the verso of the 8 th leaf. A i
,

recto : Ti tle to Prognost icat ion in the same border but pr in ted in black, a c ut of

Mars underneath. T he Prognost icat ion begi n s on the verso of A i
,
and ends on verso

of A v i i
,

‘
F 1N rs .

’ There is a smal l c ut of the occupat ions before each mon th. A v i i i,
reéto : ‘ The D efin i tion of the token s of the planets wi th a c ut represen t ing
the Plan et be fore each ; these end B i i

,
verso ; and on the same page : Here sha l l ye

learn e to knowe
,
all your courses

,
markes

,
and daungers .

’
B v i

,
verso : l ist ofFa irs . The

book en ds on B v i i i
,
verso

,
with a woodcut ornamen t .

Br it ish Museum (C . 3 8 . a .

‘
Z,
’ See Plate XV .

LXX . 1 569 . Hen ry Low . T . Marshe .

Title : A n ew Alma : I nac ke 8c Prognostication , I for the

yeare of ou r Lorde I God 1 569 . I Praét ised in Salesbury, I n eare
I I I



Octavo. Kalendar, 1 2 1 - 1 28 x 72 mm Prognost ication
,
1 26- 1 3 1 x 76mm.

AB
”
; A“

.

A i
,
refi o : Title in a lace border ; verso : blank . A 11

,
refto : D eclara tion . A i i i,

reéto : ‘An in struétion for the I C hirurgian s
’
; verso : Anatom ical man . A i i i i , refi o

E cl ipse wi th c ut. The Ka len dar begins on the verso ofA i iii, and ends on the reCIo of

B v ; verso : Terms . B v i
,
reéto : l is t of Fa i rs ; e nds B v i i i

,
verso ; ‘

FIN rs,
’lace orna

ment. Second, A i, recto : Tit le to the Prognosticat ion in a d ifferen t lace border ; verso
the Prognost icat ion begin s . A ii

,
recto : c u t of the E cl ipse . The Prognost icat ion for

the months begin s on A v
,
verso.

‘

Tbe book en ds A v i i i, verso ; 17 1 l lace ornamen t .

Bodle ian (D ouce
,
A. Un ive rs i ty L ibrary

,
Cambr idge (Syn . 8 .

T he copy in the Un i vers ity L ibrary
,
Cambridge, con ta in s the Prognos t ica

t ion on ly
, on that t it le the author

’
s name is spel led Lou .

LXX I . 1 569 . John Sec uris . T . Marshe .

Title: A NEWE AL I manac ke and Prognostica I tion , for

sometimes to other coun tries . C omposed in I Sarisbu ry, by Iohn

uersitie aboue xxvii i . I yeares agone .

O étavo . Kalen dar, 1 24 x 7 1 mm . ; Prognostica t ion , 1 24 x 71 mm. AB
’
; A“

.

A i
,
recto : Ti tle in a smal l lace border, a c ut of the globe u ndern eath and the

words : N on osten to
,
sed ostendo. I propter zoilos .

’ Verso : D eclaration . A i i
,
verso

Ana tomical man . A iiii
,
reéto : E cl ipse wi th c ut .

‘

The Kalendar begins on A iiii
,

verso
,
and has a blank leaf oppos ite each mon th wi th the number of the days on ly on

it ; ends B v i i i , reéto ; ve rso : the Terms ; fi rst part en ds . Second
,
A i

,
recto : Ti tle to

Prognost icat ion (with imprin t under) in a broad lace border ; verso : Pre face . O n Aii
,

verso
,
is a Prognost ica t ion of the Span ish Armada (see be low ) . A i i i , verso : Prognost ica

t ion for the first part of the yere . A v
,
recto : Prognost ica tion for the second part.

A vi
,
reéto : E cl ipse

,
with c u t. Book en ds A v i i i, re6t0 : ‘ God saue the Ouen e.

Amen . I verso : blank .

Bri t ish Muse um (C . 27. a.

fl } T he imprin t a t the foot of the secon d t i tle reads : (I Imprin ted at London
in Fle te I streate , h eare vn to Sa in t I D unstones C hurc he by IThomas Marshe .

’
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Quarto. Column of Ka lendar, 1 61 x 59 mm. ; Page of type
, 99 mm

wid th of phases of the Moon 1 1 9 mm . Two leaves uns igned ; B-E ‘ F
“
.

F irst leaf
,
reélo : Ti tle in a broad lace border in red and black ; between the Ti tle

a nd Impr in t a smal l astron om ica l c u t p rin ted in red
,
con ta in ing, sun , moon and

fi

stars

and a hand hold ing a globe on one s ide an d another a pa i r of compasses on the other ;

verso : Con ten ts . Second leaf
,
reé‘to : Anatomica l man in red and black . B i

,
reéIo

Terms . T he Ka lendar begin s on B i , ve rso, and en ds on D i i i i
,
verso ; it is printed in

a n arrow column on the le ft han d of the page
,
the rest of the page and the whole of

the oppos ite one be ing left blank. E i
,
reéto : blank ; verso : the phases of the Moon

throughout the year, in four columns . E i i i, reé’to : the qual it ies of the Planets ; verso :
Rules . E i v, reéto : Prognos t icat ion for the season s . F i, reéto : l ist of Fa irs. The book
ends F2 , verso, God save the Queene Colophon .

British Museum (7 1 8 . g. Bodle ian (Ash . Huth Sa le (Sotheby
’
s
,

Jun e 2
,
1 9 1 3 )

I
a
, Prin ted chiefly in Roman tl

’
P‘3 °

LXXIV . 1 57 1 . Thomas Buckm inster . R . Watk ins .

Title : A n ewe Almanac ke and Prognostication for the ye re
of Oure Lord God MDLXXI

,
exaétly made for the Merid ian and

Pole atike of the c i tie of Lon don ,
and may serue for al E nglande ,

by Thomas Buckmaster . C olophon ?: (Imprin ted by R ichard
Watk in s. )

Octavo.

‘
J Sold at Sotheby’s

,
D ecember 1 1

,
1 903 . The part icu lars are taken from the

catalogue . Th is is probably the ed i tion wh ich was authoriz ed by the Archb ishop of

Can terbury . See Arber I, under the date

LXXV . 1 572 . Thomas H i l l . Watk in s and Roberts .

Title: A Prognostic ation made I for the yeare of our Lorde
God

, I 1 572 whe rein
q
at large u

l s se t forth I the descrip tion of the

fower quarters of I the yeare , with the pred iction of the I weather
for euery day, exactly I c alcul ated for Oxen I forde . I ByThoma s

H ill
,
of London Studen t . I
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{I Imprin ted at London I by R i c hard Watkin s
, I and I ames

Roberts. I {I C um priu ilegio Regia Ma ie stati s .

O fi avo. 1 22 x 80 mm. C D 3
.

Known on ly from e ight leaves (4 in C , and 4 in D ) . F irst leaf C i) , reflo
Tit le

,
with a smal l c u t

,
of a globe studded with s tars and a hand at the top with a pa i r

of compasses
,
between the t i t le and the impr in t ; verso : Anatomical man . Secon d leaf,

refl o : E cl ipse of the moon with c ut ; verso: ‘A D escript ion
,
of the fower I quarters of

the yeare begins
,
and en ds C v i i i

,
refi o ; verso : the Prognosticat ion for the mon ths

begins
,
and ends D v i recto ;

‘
FI N xs . ILaudes D eo

,

’ with two l ines in Lat in un der
neath ; verso : Of the nature and qualit ie of the se I uen Planets begin s

,
with a

c ut of Saturn . The fragmen t ends at the bottom of th is page .

Bod le ian (An t iq . f. E ,
1 5 7 2

)
There was ev iden tly an Almanack be longing to th is wh ich took up s ignatures

A and B .

LXXVI . 1 573 . John Sec u ris . Watk in s and Roberts .
Title : {I A PROGN O S I tic ation made for the I yeare of

our Lord God , I 1 573 . I {I Praétised in Salisburie , by Iohn ISec uris
Ma ister ofArt and I Phisic ke . I Anno M und i 5 5 3 5 . I

{I Imprin ted at London , by R ichard I Watk ins 8c Iames

Robarts . I. C um priu ilegio Regiae Maiestatis .

O étavo or Sextodec imo.

Known on ly from the t i tle-leaf. Between the Tit le and the imprint is a smal l
c ut ofMars ? in a chariot. Verso : blank.

Br it ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen t, Harl . 5937/

LXXVI I . 1 574 . Hen ry Low . Watk in s and Roberts .

Pr in te I I
Octavo . x 80 mm .

Known on ly from fragmen ts of two leaves ; on the recto of the first leaf : Title
in a borde r, wi th a c ut (defeftive ) of a globe with moon an d stars on the le ft and

the letter R, prin ted in red
,
be tween the t i t le and impr in t ; verso: D eclarat ion . The

1 1 5



second leaf con ta ins part of the Ka lendar for November on the rec
’
to, and part of

D ecember on the ve rso .

Un i vers ity L ibrary
,
Cambridge (Syn . 8 . 57.

Both leaves are de fecti ve , and the c ut on the t it le is very much damaged ;
there shou ld be the s un on the r ight-hand s ide and a bare runn ing undern eath it . (See
the descr ipt ion of Rebus in N o . LXXVI II . )

LXXVI I I . 1 574. John Sec uris . Watk in s and Roberts .

the I begyn nyng of I the worlde I 5 5 36.

Made and wr i tten in Sal isbury I by Iohn Sec uris, ma ister of I
Art and Ph isic ke . I

C um priu ileg io RegimMaiestatis .

Oc’tavo. Ka lendar 1 27 x 75 mm . ; Prognost ica t ion 1 28 x 7 1 mm .

24 leaves ; leaf g s igned B i ; leaf 1 8 s igned B i i .
F irst leaf, rea o : Ti tle wi th in woodcut border, two figures at the s ides

,
a mask at

the top and at the bo ttom a bare runn ing ; a smal l c u t of a globe
,
the sun and moon

below the t i tle ; verso : blank. Secon d lea f
,
reé

’

to : D eclarat ion . Th ird lea f
,
verso :

sma l l c u t ofAnatom ica l man in red . The Kal endar begin s on the verso of the fourth
leaf

,
the refto be ing blank, and end s on leaf 1 6, recto ; verso : blan k ; each mon th has

a blank page oppos i te it with the number of the days on ly pr in ted on it . Leaf 1 7,
refi o : Tit le to the Prognost ica t ion in the same border

,
but the c u t in the cen tre of the

page is a rebus of the le tter R and a bare runn ing
,
and a globe

,
the sun and moon

in the sky. Leaf 1 8 , B i i, refito : an add ress by John Sec uris to all fa i thful an d true
Chris tians . The Prognost ica t ion begin s on leaf 1 9, reé

’

to, and e nds at the top of

leaf 22, verso ; on the same leaf the E cl ipses begin . Leaf 23 , verso : An admon i t ion
to all such as w i l l keepe themselves in health.

’
The book ends on leaf 24, verso ;

‘
am l s .

’
( I God saue our Queene E l izabeth, and graun t to her grace long 8: pro

sperous raigne ouer vs . Amen .

’

Br i t ish Museum (C . 54. aa .

“
If T he rebus on the secon d t it le-page appears to re fer to R . W atk in s

,
Wat

’

be ing the old E n gl ish for hare, an d W atk in s an d Roberts use it aga in in 1 579 (see
N o . LXXXIA) . Ne ither the border with the bare at the bottom nor the rebus are

given in McK errow .

LXX IX . 1 575 . R ichard Forster. J K ingston .

Title : E PHEME R IDE S I ME TE OROGRAPH I C fE I
RIC H ARD I FORSTE R I LO N D IN E N I SIS ARTIUM AC
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Iames I Robertes I C V M PRIVILE GIO . C olophon : {I Imprin ted
at London , by I R icharde Watk in s

,
and I I ames Robertes . 1 579 .

O é’tavo. Ka lendar 1 1 7 x 72 mm. ; Prognost icat ion 1 1 3 x 72 mm . A-C ‘
.

A i
,
refi o : Ti tle

,
in a border with a compass at the top and an astronom ical globe

in a s tand at the bottom ; the c ut of a globe between the sun and moon
,
and a hare in

a fie ld below runn ing towards the le tter R
,
between the t i tle and the imprin t ; verso :

D eclarat ion . A i i
,
verso : Anatomica l man . T he Kalendar begin s on A i i i

,
reé

’

to . B i
,

conta in ing the Title to the Prognost icat ion , is wan t ing . B i i
,
a Preface addressed To

his worsh ipfu l freen d W i l l i : I am Glaseor E squ i re end ing on the verso of B i i i
‘ By yours to c ommaunde

, IAlexander Mounslowe
’
,
and woodcut ornamen t. B i i i i

,

refi o :
‘T he summe and con ten tes of th is presen t Prog: ]nos t icat ion verso

E cl ipse with c ut . The Prognos t i ca t ion begins on B v
,
re&o, and ends C iiii

,
verso,

God saue the Queene .

’ C v
,
recto : l ist of Fa irs ; ends C vi i i

,
verso ; Co lophon .

Bodle ian (D ouce
,
A .

LXXXIB . 1 579 . Alexander Moun slowe . Watk ins and Robe rts .

Title : A Prognostic ati I tio made for the yere I of our Lorde
God I 1 579 . I Where in the chaunge of the I weather is briefely
set foorth

,
and I the rysyng of

"

c ertayne notable I Starres, 8c c . re

ferred to the I merid ian of the C itie I of C hester . I By Alexander
Moun slowe . I 1 C or . 1 5 . Al ia gloria Sol is , al ia gloria I Luna: 8c
al ia gloria Stellarum . I Impr inted at London by R ichard Watk ins
and I Iames Roberte s .

Oc’tavo.

Known on ly from t itle-leaf. T he Tit le is in a border with the monogram of

R . Jugge (Watk ins’father-in-law) at the top (McKerrow Verso : Terms .
B rit ish Museum (Bagford Fragments, Harl .fl
,
" Probably th is is the miss ing second t itle-page to the last number.

LXXXI I . 1 579 . John Sec u ris . Watkins and Roberts .

Title : 1 579 . I {I An Alman ac ke , and IPrognosti c ation ,
made I

for the yeere ofour Lord IGod , M .D .LXXIX . I Wh i c h yeere is from
the_ I beginn ing of the world

, I 5 54 1 . I Made and wri tten in Sal is
burie , by I ‘l ohn sec uris, Ma ister of Art I and Phisic ke . I
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Imprin ted at London , by R icharde I Watk ins, and Iames

Robertes . I C um priu ileg io .

Octave . 76 mm. AB
’
.

A i
,
reéto : Title, in border with a mask at the top and run n ing hare at the bo ttom,

and the c ut of a globe in space, between the sun and moon , between the t itle and

imprin t ; verso : blank . A i i , reé’to : D eclarat ion ; the Rules begin at the bottom of the

same page . A iii
,
verso : Terms . A iiii

,
recto : Anatomical man (sma l l c ut) . The

Kalendar begin s on A iiii
,
verso

,
each mon th hav ing a blank page oppos ite w ith the

days of the mon th on ly on it
,
for notes . E nds B v i i i, rec’to ; verso : blank.

Bod le ian (Ash .

fl
} The Prognost icat ion is wan ting .

LXXXII I . 1 5 8 1 . George H artgill . Watk in s and Roberts .

Title : {IThe Prognostication I for th is yeere of our Lord
God

, I 1 5 8 1 . I Written by George H artgill . I Ioh ab 3 . 8 . I Let
man and beast pu t on

{I Imprin ted at London , I by R ichard Watk ins, 8c I ames I
Roberts . I C um priuilegio .

Oc’tavo.

Known on ly from the t itle- leaf. Between the verse from ‘ Jonah ’
and the

imprin t is the c ut of a globe in space wi th the sun on the ri ght hand and the moon

and stars on the left.
B rit ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl .
fig

“ Bagford men t ion s an almanack by the same author for this date wri tten for
Br istol, probably it was the first part of th is book .

LXXX IV . 1 58 1 . Alexander Moun slowe . Watkins and Roberts .

1 C or. 1 5 . Al ia gloria c a lestium , I e t al ia gloria terrestrium . I
{I Imprin ted at London , by R ichard I Watk ins and Iames

o

Robertes. I C VM PR IV ILE G IO . C olophon : Impr in ted at Lon

don , I by R icharde Watk ins and Iames I Robertes .

Ofl avo . Kalendar 1 1 8 x 73 mm. ; Prognos t icat ion 1 16 x 73 mm.

A-C
“

( last leaf blank) .
A i

,
refl o : Title, in a lace border, between the t itle and impr in t the c ut of a

1 1 9



globe be tween the sun and moon and a runn ing bare to the r ight
,
the le tter R be ing

on the left ; verso : Con ten ts . A ii
,
ve rso : Anatomica l man . The Ka lendar begin s

A iii
,
reéto. B i

,
refi o : Ti t le to Prognost icat ion in the same border ; verso : blank .

B i i, reé’to : ‘To hisWoorshypfu ll freen de IM. W i l l iam Glaseor E squ ire B i i i
,

refi o : Con ten ts of the Prognost ication . B i i i
,
verso

,
and B i i i i

,
verso : the two

un i versa l E cl ipses of the moon wi th cuts . The Prognost icat ion for the mon ths begin s
on B v, verso ; and of the four quarters on C i i i i

,
recto. C vi i , refito : ‘

F1N 15 .
’
God

saue our grac ious Queen e I E L 1 Z ABE TH ’
; Co lophon ; verso : Terms and the book

ends
Bodle ian (Ash.

“23
“Mounslowe dates his preface to the Prognost i cat ion

,
from ‘ In Smithfeelde

in Brownes ren tes, fast by the s i gne of the C a terine Wheele .

’

LXXXV . 1 5 8 1 . Humfrey Norton . [Watk ins and Roberts
Title : 1 5 8 1 I {I An Almanac ke and Prog I nostic ation , for

wr i tten in the C itie I ofW inch ester, b H umfre Norton I studen t
in Astron om ie . I Gathered
( 1 2 th l ine . ) very wel l for all E nglande .

Oc’tavo.

Known on ly from two defeétive leaves . Un der the t itle
,
wh ich is on the reflo of

the first lea f
,
are two l ines of Lat in verse and six l ines of E ngl ish beginn ing

,
Thou

wouldes t weepe and a c ut
,
of wh ich on ly the extreme top rema ins . O n the

ve rso is the Anatom ical man wi th the s ign s of the Zod iac prin ted in red and black .

The other leaf con ta ins part of the Ka len dar for March and Apri l .
Bri t ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl .

LXXXVI . 1 58 2 . Thomas Buckm inster . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title : A I PROGNOSTIC A- I TION MADE FOR I TH E
YE E RE OF OV R ILORD GOD I M D . LXXX I I . IC on teyn ing
meete matter for I su ch a worke : gathered out of I learned Authors,
and set downe I to profite such as lacke the I knowledge thereof. I
By Thomas Buckmaster . I C ecm imus vob is e t non sal I rasti s
Lamen tau imus vob is

,
e t I non planxistis . I Math . 1 1 . 1 7 . I Im
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C um priuileg io Regia: Maiestat is .

O étavo. Kalen dar 1 20 x 75 mm. ; Prognost ication 1 16x 73 mm .

4 leaves uns igned, A‘

,
B‘

,
C“

,
D

‘

.

F irst leaf
,
reé

’
to : Title in a border with globe at the bottom; verso : blank. Secon d

leaf
,
reé

’

to : Pre face ‘To his very good and c urtie- Ious Friende,M. Thomas Meade

changes of the moon in three columns. A i
,
wan t ing. A 11 : A bre fe expl icat ion of I

O n A v i
,
recto

,
is a large lace ornamen t ; verso : Terms. The Kalendar begin s on

A vi i
,
reéto ; and ends on B i v, verso. The Prognost icat ion for the seasons begin s on

C i
,
reéto ; verso : D iagram . C i i i

,
verso : D iagram. O n C v i i i

,
recto, is a woodcut

ornamen t ; verso : E cl ipse of the sun wi th a c ut. O n D i i
,
recto, is a large lace orn a

men t ; verso : E cl ipse of the moon ; d iagram. The book ends D iiii
,
reéto : ‘ Sol i

Sap ien t i D eo, so la gloria ’
; verso : blan k.

Bod le ian (Ash.

In the Preface the author says that th is is his firs t attempt at a Prognostica
tion

,
and ca lls h imsel f a young astrologer.

LXXXIX . 1 5 87 . W i l l iam Farmer . Watk in s and Roberts .

Title : The c ommon Alman ac ke or K alender , drawen foorth I
for th is yeere . 1 587 . beyng th e I thyrde from the L eape yeere . I
Whereun to is annexed , and d iarily I compared the n ew K alender
of the I Romans, I ( 1 4th l ine . ) And also a Prognostic ation .

I ( 17th l in e . ) of the pole Artic ke of the C itie of IDubl in e
,

and may serue lyke- Iwyse for E nglande . I C olleéted and gathered

Gr . M .

Latitude 5 3 . 0 .
Dubl ine .

Longitude 1 2 . 1 0 .

F irst reade , and then iudge .

C olophon : Imprin ted at Lon don I by R icharde Watk in s and I
Iames Robertes . I C um priuilegio Regiae Ma ies tatis .

Quarto. Kalendar 1 70 x 1 02 mm . ; Prognost icat ion 163 x 99 mm.

A-D
‘

,
E

’
.

A i
,
refi o : Ti tle

,
in border wi th the Roya l Arms at the top, and three of J ugge

’
s

marks at the bottom (McKerrow N o . verso : an e ight-l in e verse s igned W . F. ,

1 2 2



with lace ornamen ts top and bottom. A 11
,
rea o : the D eclarat ions of the two Alman

acks s ide by s ide
,
wi th a lace ornamen t underneath ; verso : ‘To the Reader.’ The

Kalendars begin on A i i i
,
recto, s ide by s ide ; and end B i i i i

,
verso. C i

,
reCto : Title to

the Prognost icat ion in the same border
,
but con ta in ing the imprin t ; verso : blank .

C i i
,
reEto : ‘The orig ina l grounde of these late Al te- I ration s of the yeeres and

tymes with a woodcut in it ia l . D i
,
reé’to : ‘ Of E lefi ion .

’
D iiii

,
reclo : ‘ A

reu iull of the great C on iunftion of I the two poten tiall Planettes E i : E cl ipse
with c ut . The book ends E i i , reéto ; ‘

F I N I S
’
; verso : Co lophon , in large type.

Bodle ian (Ash . Corpus Christ i Col lege
,
Ox ford (Polyg. d . St .

John’s Col lege
,
Cambr idge (9 leaves : 2 Aa

,
Brit ish Museum (Ti tle of Pro

gnostic ation : Bagford Fragments, Harl . 593 7/
fig

“ Herbert
,
i i i

,
p . 1 526, quot ing Ames

,
says

,
the first Almanack for I re land was

wr itten by W i l l iam Farmer in 1 587 and pr in ted in D ubl in .

’ Ames had evidently not
seen a copy wi th the t itle to the Prognost icat ion or the imprin t at the end .

See Plates XV I , XVII .

KC . 1 5 87 . Gabriel Frende . Watk in s and Roberts.

of our Lord I M . D LXXXVI I . I Wh ich is accompted from the

fyrst I beginnyng of the worldes I fundation . 5 549 . I C omposed
ac c ordyn g to artific iall I obseruation s , 8c ind iffe ren tl y ser : I u ing
for most partes of E ngland

, I but spec ial ly referred to the Me z I
ridim and exal tation of the pole I Artic ke of the Aun c ien t C itie

and Astrologie .

O ftavo . Kalendar 1 23 x 74 mm. ; Prognost icat ion 1 1 8 x 74 mm .

A-C
’
.

A i, re'é’to : Title, in border w ith the Royal Arms at the top and those of the

Stat ioners’ Company at the bottom ; verso: ‘To the ind ifferen t Reader
,

’
s igned

,

verso

Kalendar begin s on the verso, each month hav ing a blank leaf oppos ite with on ly the
days of the mon th on it. B iiii and B v i to C i are wan t ing. C i i

,
reé’to : the Pro

gnostic ation begin s in the m iddle of W in ter—‘
ther then W in ter The Pro

gnostic ation for the mon ths begin s on the verso of C i i i i . The copy ends on the verso
of C v i i, at the end of O étober

,
with the catch word , N ouem .

’ C v i i i
,
wan t ing.

Can terbury Cathedra l (v . 2 .

T he series of Almanacks by Frende in Can te rbury Cathedral L ibrary prob
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ably all belonged to one man
,
and have in teresting notes on the blank pages

,
which

show that the or ig inal owner was c onn eéted with Emmanue l Col lege
,
Cambridge ;

they were probably at on e t ime boun d together but are now in separate modern b in d
ings . O n the t i tle -page of th is number is the name Lee W arly . T he Almanacks were
presen ted to the L ibrary in 1 88 5 .

XC I . 1 5 8 8 . Gabrie l Frende . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title: A n ew Almanac ke I and Prognosti cation for I the yeere
of ou r Lord God . I M .D .LXXXVI I I . I Be ing L eape yee re . I
Wh i c h is reckoned from the crea I tion of the worlde 5 5 50 . I
Made and referred spec ial ly to the I Mer id ian . and eleuation of

the I north Pole of C anterburie
,
but I may serue gen eral ly

,
and

th at in I d ifferently to, wi thout any great I errour for most partes
of I E ngland , By Gabr iel l Frende , praéti : I tion e r in Ph isic ke and

Impr in ted at London by R i c harde Watkins and I ames Robertes I
C um priu ileg io Regias Ma iestati s .

O Ctavo. Kalen dar 1 22 x 75 mm. ; Prognosticat ion 1 1 8 x 77 mm .

A-C ’
.

A i
,
reéIo : Ti tle, in a border with g lobe at the top, triangle, and cros s-staves at the

bottom ; verso : ‘To the friendly Reader
,

’wh ich ends A i i
,
reéto : Gabrie l l Frende

,

’

Anatom ica l man . T he Kalen dar begin s on the verso
,
wi th a blank leaf

,
as be fore

,

oppos ite each mon th ; th is en ds B vi i i , refi o ; verso : Terms . (B v i is wan t ing. ) C i,
recto : Title to the Prognost icat ion in the same border ; verso : blank. C i i

,
rea o

E cl ipses ; verso : Ru les for Husban d ry . The Progno st icat ion for the season s begins on
the re6to of C i i i . The book ends on C v i i i

,
rea o ;

‘

F I N I S . IUn i D eo omn is glor ia .

’

Colophon ; verso : blank.
Can terbury Cathedral (v. 2 .

fl
,
“ A cross-staff is an astronom ical instrumen t in the shape of a cross marked

off in d i v is ion s . The border is the same as descr ibed in N o . XCIII .

XC I I . 1 5 8 8 . Walter G ray . Watkin s and Roberts .

Title : AnAlmanac ke and IPrognost i cation ,
made I for the yeere

of our Lord I M .D .LXXXVI I I . I Be ing Leape yeere . I Reétified
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T he an them on C v 11
,
verso

,
is as fo l lows

O Lorde preserve ou r gratious Queen e

D e fen de her from all foes
T hy favoure styll on her he seene,
W hersever her Maiestie goes .
H er c oun c ellers an d nobles all

,

K eepe lykewyse in thy grace,
That from thy law they n ever fa l l

,

N or thurn e from thee theyr face .

The c leargie Lorde direét a ryght,
And guyde them in thy wayes,
E ndue them wi th thy holy sp ir ite,
To teach thy trueth alwayes .

The common s and the people Lorde
,

Subieé
’
ted to her grace

,

Mayn teyne in wealth and one accorde,
Obed ience to embrace. Amen .

’

For the first stanza of the poem on C vi i i see the Introduction, p . 43 .

This and the other four oétavo ed ition s for 1 5 89 are bound together in both
l ibrar ies ; the Lambeth cop ies do not appear to have been used , but the cop ies in the

Bodle ian have blank leaves bound between each Almanack, wh ich the ori gi nal own er
has fi l led with notes and accounts.

XC IV . 1 5 89 . John Dade . Watk in s and Roberts .
Title : 1 589 . I An Almanac ke I and Prognostication , Iin wh ich

you may be I holde the state of th is yeere I of our Lorde God . I

man
, I practi tion er in I Ph isic ke . I Imprin ted at London by I

Maiestatis . C olophon : Imprin ted at London by R icharde I W at

k ins and I ames Robertes . I C um priu ilegio RegiaeMaiestatis .

Oc’tavo . Ka lendar
,
1 2 1 x 74 mm. ; Prognos t icat ion s, 1 1 8 x 76 mm. A-C ‘

.

A i
,
reflo : Title in border with Globe at bottom ; verso : D eclarat ion

,
lace orna

men t at the bottom. A il, refi o :
‘ To the Reader ’

s igned ‘ I . lace ornamen t

underneath ; verso : Anatom ical man
,
large c ut. T he Ka lendar begins on A iii

,
refi o

,

over each mon th is a verse of prognost ica l c haraé’ter. B i , refito : Ti tle to Prognos t ica
t ion s

,
in the same border ; verso : blank . B i i, reél o : a D iagram of the Vernal E qu inox ;

verso : another D iagram. B i i i i, recto : E cl ipse with c ut. The Prognos t icat ion begin s
on B i i i i, verso, wi th a smal l Astronom ical d iagram at the commencemen t ofeach mon th.

C v
,
verso : ‘The eleuation of the Pole cal led I the lat itude of a C it ie or
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woodcut ornamen t . C vi
,
reéto : l ist of good and bad days for the doctoring, e tc .

book ends on C v i i i
,
reélo

,
w ith a twenty l ine poem begin n ing : ‘ As God

made a c ouenaun t sure F in i s Colophon ; verso : blank .

Lambeth Palace (xxv i . 8 . Bodle ia n (Alm. 1 589, f.
fig“ T he verse over the mon th of O élober is as fol lows :
Oc’tober wi l l ful l often chaunge his face even at a blush
H e sooketh out with often stormes that Saylers feare his guste .

And Tempes t great is now at hand , which Mars ful long hath wrought .
But Iupiter portend ing good, wh ich honest mindes hath sought.’

XC V . 1 5 89 . Gabriel Frende . Watk ins and Roberts .

c rea I tion of the worlde . 5 5 5 1 . I Made and referred special ly to

but I may serue general ly
,
and that in I d ifferently to ,

wi thou t

stu : Iden t in Astronom ie . I Impr in ted at London by I R icharde

tati s . I C olophon : Impr in ted at London by R icharde I Watk ins and
Iames Robertos . I C um priuilegio Regize Ma iestatis .

O étavo. Kalendar
,
1 23 x 75 mm ; Prognost icat ion , 1 1 8 x 72 mm.

A-C ’
( last lea f blan k) .

A i
,
reéio : Title

,
in a border with the Royal Arms at the top and those of the

Stat ioners’Company at the bottom ; verso : an e ight l in e verse s igned G. F.

’with orna
men ts top and bottom. A i i , reé’to : D eclarat ion ; verso : Ru les . A i i i, verso : Terms .
A iiii

,
reflo : the Anatomica l man

,
a smal l c ut. T he Kalendar begin s on A i i i i, verso,

eachmon th hav in g a blan k leaf oppos i te it with on ly the days of the month prin ted 011
it. B v i i i, verso : blank. C i

,
reCto : Ti tle to the Prognost icat ion , in the same border ;

verso : blank. C i i
,
reé’to t E cl ipse, with smal l c ut . T he Prognost icat ion begins on

C i i
,
verso . The book ends on C vi i

,
reéto ; D eo glor ia Colophon ; verso : blank .

C v i i i : blank .

Lambeth Pa lace (xxv i . 8 . Bodle ian (Alm. 1 589, f. Can terbury
Cathedra l (v . 2 .

XC VI . 1 589 . Wa l ter Gray . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title : An I Almanac ke and Prog I nostic ation , made for the I
yeere of our Lorde . I M .D . LXXX IX . I And first afte r the L eape

1 27



yeere . I Reétified for the al ti tude and Me ri I d ian of Dorchester
,

sern ing most I aptly for the West pa rte s , I and general ly for all I
E nglande . I ByWal ter Gray . I Gen tleman . IU t fata move re D eus , I

Watkins and I I ames Robertes . I C um priu ilegioRegiasMaiestatis .

C olophon : Imprin ted at London , by I R i c harde Watkins and Iames I
Robertes . I C um priu ilegio RegimMaiestatis .

Oa avo. Kalendar
,
1 2 1 x 75 mm. ; Prognost icat ion , 1 1 8 x 75 mm. A-C ‘

.

A i
,
reéto : Title, in border with Globe at the top, triangle, and cross -staves at the

bottom ; verso : D eclarat ion and Ru les . A i i
,
verso : the Anatom ica l man

,
large c u t.

The Ka lendar begins on A i i i, refi o
,
each mon th having a verse on the occupat ions

over the top. B i , reéto : Title to the Prognost icat ion , in border wi th an Astronom ica l
Globe at the bottom on ly ; verso : blank . B ii, reflo : E cl ipses, w ith c u t ; verso :
Prognost icat ion for the season s begins . B i i i i , reé’to : Prognost icat ion for the mon ths .

B v i i i
,
recto : l ist of Fa irs . C i i i, recto : ‘ A perfeét direétion of the best an d I rediest

hyghways from any notable ITowne in E nglan d, to the c itie of London
,

’
etc . The

book ends on C v i i i , reéto ; ‘
FrN rs Colophon ; verso : blank .

Lambeth Pa lace (xxv i . 8 . Bodle ian (Alm. 1 5 89, f.

XCVI I . 1 589 . John Harvey . Watkins and Roberts .

pend ion s Progno I stic ation thereun to appendyn g, seruyng I for
the yeere of ou r Lord 1 5 89 . I Beyin g the first from the B issexti le

,

or L es pe yeere . I Refe rred to the longitude , and sublim itie of the I

Artes
, I and praéti c ioner in Ph isic ke . I
Longitude , 1 9 . 5 1 . Latitude . 5 1 . 34 .

C olophon : Impr in ted at London , by I R icharde Watk in s and

Iames I Robertes . I C um priu ilegio Regia: Maiestatis .

O étavo. Kalendar 1 22 x 74 mm. ; Prognost ication 1 1 8 x 75 mm.

A
,
B“

,
C‘

(C i i is s igned E ii) .
A i

,
refi o : Title, un dern eath it a d iagram of the Verna l E qu inox ; verso : D eclara

t ion . A ii
,
re&o : E cl ipse ; verso : Anatomical man , smal l c ut. The Kalendar begins

on A i i i , reéto . B i, reéto : Ti tle to Prognos t icat ion , in border with the Royal Arms at
the top and those of the Stat ioners’Compan y at the bottom ; verso : blank. B i i

,
reé

’

to

To the Reader.’ B i i i
,
re6to : Rules headed : A necessarie c ollefl ion of I Ph le
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to the Me I ridian and pole Artic ke of the C i I tie of C anterbu rie

but may serue I general ly wi thout any great e r : I rour for all

logie . I Ma ior Prud en tia fato . C olophon : Impr in ted at London ,
by l

R icharde Watk ins and Iames I Robertes . C um priuilegio Regize

M aiestatis .

O étavo. Kalendar 1 22 x 74 mm. ; Prognost ication 1 1 9 x 76 mm.

A-C ’
( last leaf blank) .

A i
,
reéto : Ti tle

,
in border with globe at the top, triangle and cross-staves at the

bottom ; verso : To the fr iendly Readers s igned G . lace ornament underneath .

A ii
,
re&o : D eclarat ion ; verso : Rules . A iii, verso : Terms. A iiii, refi o : Anatomical

man . The Ka len dar begins on A i i i i
,
verso

,
a blank leaf as be fore oppos ite each

mon th ; en ds B v i i i , reéto ; verso : blank . C i
,
reéto : Ti tle to Prognost icat ion in the

same border ; verso : blank. C i i, reé
’

to : the Prognost icat ion for the seasons begins .
C v

,
verso : A briefe note or remembraunc e Iof the efl

’

eé
’

tes of the i i i . E cl i pses
O n C v i

,
verso

,
is a Poem on the d irefu l efi'

eé
‘

ts of three ecl ipses in one year, wh ich ends
on C vi i

,
rea o ; Colophon ; verso : blank .

Can terbury Cathed ra l (v . 2 .

In the preface
,
wh ich is in verse

,
the author sta tes that th is is his seventh

Almanack . The poem at the end of the Prognost icat ion ends thus
O God the Father
Gran t us th is
For his deare sake,
That wrought our bl isse . Amen .

O God preserue

O ur noble QUE E NE ,
Let her amongst us
Styll be seene .

So sha l l we euer

Prayse, and serue

Thy name, wh ich doth
V s so preserue . Amen .

’

C . o. 1 590 ? [An Almanack and Prognosti cation
Watk in s and Roberts .

C olophon : {I Impryn ted at London in Powles Churchyard, by
R icharde I Wa tkyn s, and I ames Rob erts .

Oél avo. 1 20 x 71 mm. A-C
'
?
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K nown on ly from two leaves ; one s i gned C i
,
conta in s part of the Prognost ica

t ion for May, June, and July . The other
,
C v i i i ( i) , reC’to : the fa irs for November and

D ecembe r, with the colophon at the bottom ; verso : blank .

Un i vers ity L ibrary, Cambr idge (Syn . 8 . 59 .

C I . 1 59 1 . J . D . [John D ade] . Watk in s and Roberts .

Title : A triple Alman ac ke for I the yeere ofour Lorde I God .

1 59 1 . be ing the I thirde from the I Leape yee re . I Where in is

c on teyned , not onely the I common accompt, wh ich in this our I
Realmo is vsed

,
with the Romane K a I lender accord ing to the

tation

and reduétion of the monethes I to the i r fi rst 85 aunc ien t sc ates

C hrist I mas day be ing at the Sunnes en trance I in to C a ric orne
, or

shortest day: where I by
By I . D .

N i l tam oc c ultum quod non reu elabitur .

Quarto. Almanack 1 67 x 99 mm. ; Prognost icat ion 1 61 x 98 mm.

A-C
‘

,
D ’

; A‘

,
B2

(20 leaves) .
A i

,
reao : Title in a border with the royal arms at the top, two heads at the

s ides
,
and at the bottom,

three ofJugge
’
s marks

,
Cup i d hold ing the letter R in his hand

,

a Pe l ican on her n est pluck ing her breast
,
and a n ight ingale in a bush with the word

jUGGE over it (McKerrow N o. A i
,
verso : ‘ Faultes escaped in the pr in t ing .’

A i i
,
refto : D eclarat ion of the three Almanacks

,
an d Zod iacal influences . The Kalendar

begins on A i i
,
verso

,
and ends on D i i

,
reé

’
to ; verso : blank . Secon d A i

,
reé’to : Title

to Prognost icat ion in the same border ; verso : blank . A i i : To his very friende P .

with c ut of sun
,
moon

,
and globe at the top ; verso : To the Reader ’

,
wi th woodcut

ornament at the top ; at the bottom,
Vale 24Apri l is A i i i

,
reéto : Rules . A i i i i

,

refi o : E cl ipse, and the Prognost icat ion begins . B i, reCto : To find the plan itaire or

artific iall houre
’
I; verso : D iagram. B ii

,
reao: D iagram. The book en ds on B ii

,

verso ; r rN rs.
’ There are a good many woodcut in it ials .

Un ivers i ty L ibrary
,
Cambridge (first issue : Syn . 7. 59. Br i t ish Museum

(second issue : 71 8. g . Tr in i ty Col lege, Cambr idge (secon d issue : vib
, 2

Bodle ian third issue : 4to, F. 2, Art. B . S.

fl,
‘ The Ka lendar is prin ted in three columns

,
the first

,
the common Almanack ;

the second
,
the Roman ; the th ird, the true and exaft. The au thor expla ins h is

reason for issu ing th is form of Almanack in the pre face to the Prognos t ication . The

book was prin ted by R . Watk in s and James Roberts ( the impr in t appearing on the

secon d Title) , and the Authorsh ip has been attr ibuted to John D ee
,
but there is no

doubt that J . D . stands for John D ade, who was wr it ing Almanacks at this t ime
,
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wh ich were pr inted every year by Watk in s and Roberts . In the Bod le ian copy the
words in red after the fifth l in e appear in black excep t ‘ By I . D .

’wh ich is in red .

T he copy in the Un ivers ity L ibrary
,
Cambr idge

,
is ev iden tly of the first issue

,
as the

words on the t itle
,

‘
aun c ient seates

,

’
are prin ted ‘

anc ien t Feastes
,

’
and the l ist of

Faultes escaped on the verso of the Ti tle does not appear.

C 11. 1 59 1 . Gabr iel Frende . Watkin s and Roberts .
Title: 1 59 1 . I A n ew Almanac ke I and Prognosti c a : I tion ,

composed for I the yeere of our I Redemp tion . I M .D .XC I . I
W h ich is the yeere from the I worldes c reation 5 5 5 3 . IBy Gabrie l l
Frende . Studen t I in Phisic ke and Astrologie . I Fato Pruden tia
maior . I Imprin ted at London

,
by I R icharde Watkins and Iames

Robertes. I C um Priu ilegio Reg iae Ma iestatis .

O étavo . Kalendar
,
1 22 x 74 mm. AB°

+ C
’

On ly known from a copy end ing B v i i
,
verso

,
at the end of D ecember

,
and wi th

A vn
,
A v i i i

,
and the whole of the Prognost icat ion wan t ing. A i

,
recto : Title, in border

w i th globe at the top, tr iangle and cross-staves at the bottom ; verso : blank. A ii
,

reé
’
to: D eclarat ion ; verso : Ru les . A i i i, verso : Terms . A i i i i

,
refto : Anatom ica l man .

The Ka lendar begins on the verso ; a blank leaf be ing oppos i te the mon ths as before .

Can terbury Cathedral ( v. 2 .

C I II . 1 59 1 . John Dade . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title: Dade 1 59 1 . I An Alman ac ke I and Prognostica- Ition ,

in Phisic ke . I Impr inted at London , by I R icharde Watkin s and

I ames Robertes . I C um priuilegio Regia: Ma iestatis .

Oélavo.

Known on ly from two leaves. F irst leaf : Ti tle on refi o
,
in a lace border ; verso

D eclarat ion and ru les for husbandry . Secon d leaf : Ti tle to the Prognost icat ion in
the same border ; verso : blank .

Un i vers ity L ibrary, Cambridge (SSS. 2 . 6.

“ d

C IV . 1 59 1 . Thomas Buckm inster . Watkin s and Roberts .
Title : wan ting . [An Almanack and Prognostic ation i]

Sextodec imo . 8 1 x 5 1 mm .

1 3 2
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C V I I . 1 592 . Gabriel Frende . Watkin s and Rob erts .

Tit/e : wanting . [An Almanack and Prognostication . ]
Second Title : A brief Progno I stic ation , serning for I the

yeere of ou r Lord I M .D .XC I I . I B eyng Leape yeere I Where in
I Imprin ted at London by R icharde I Watk ins and Iames

Robertes . I C um priu ilegio RegimMaiestatis .

Oétavo. Kalendar, 1 2 1 x 74 mm. ; Prognost icat ion, 1 1 7 x 74 mm.

A-C 8 ( last lea f blank ) .
The copy begins on A viii, refito, wi th the blank leaf for March ; the Kalendar

ends B v i i i
,
rei to ; verso : Terms . C i, recto : Ti tle to the Prognost icat ion

,
in border

wi th globe at the bottom ; verso : blank. The Prognosticat ion for the season s begins
on C i i

,
refio, and ends C v, verso. C v i

,
refl o : E cl ipses . The book ends C v i i

,
reélo,

with a Poem headed
,
The Conclus ion ofG . Frende ends F I N I S

’
; verso : blank.

Can terbury Cathedral (v . 2 .

f
,
‘ There is a blank leaf oppos ite each mon th of the Kalendar.

C VI I I . 1 593 . Gabriel Frende . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title: Frende 1 5 93 . I A new Almanac ke I and Prognostica
tion , I seruing for the yeere I of our Lorde God I
C omposed accord ing to lawfull and law I dable art, and referred
spec ial ly to the I m erid ian and eleuation of the northe I ren pole
of C anterburie

,
but may I serue vn iversally, wi thou t any great I

t itioner in Astrologie and I Ph isic ke . I Galenus Lib . 3 de D iebus :

C ritic is I Regimen huu is

Im rin ted at
,
London by R icharde I Watk ins and James Robertes . I

C um Priu ilegio Regize Maiestatis . C olophon : Impr in ted at London
by I R icharde Watkins and I I ames Robertos . I C um priuilegio

Reg iae Maiestatis .

O étavo. Kalendar, 1 20 x 75 mm. ; Prognostica t ion, 1 1 5 x 75 mm. A-C 8

A i
,
refl o : Ti tle , in border w i th globe at top and triangle and cross-staves at the

bottom ; verso : blank . A i i, refito, two six l ine verses addressed
,
To the fr iendly and

indifl
'

e I ren t Reader, sa lutat ions with a woodcut ornamen t above, and s ign ed Ga brie l
Frende at the bottom ; verso : Con ten ts. A i i i , refi o : woodcut lace ornamen t ; verso
Terms. A iiii

,
reao : Anatomical man . T he Kalendar begin s on the verso with a

1 34



blank page oppos i te each mon th, with on ly the days of the mon th on it. B v i i i , verso
blank . C i, recto : Ti tle to the Prognostication in the same border ; verso : blank . C i i
Prognost ication of the season s, with a lace ornamen t a t the top. C i i i i, refi o : E c l ipse
of the sun ; verso : three six-l ine verses ; ‘

FI NI S.
’ C v : l ist of Fairs, wi th lace orna

men t at the top. The book ends C v i i i, reéto ; Colophon ; verso : blank .

Bodle ian (Ash.

C IX . 1 593 . Walter Gray . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title : G ray 1 593 I An Almanac ke and I Prognostication ,

yeere . I Riétified for the eleuation and Meri I d ian of the towne
of Dorchester : I seru ing most ap tly for the I west partes , and ge I

gratis g rate . I Impr in ted at London by R ichard I Watk ins and James

Robertes . I C um Pr iu ilegio RegiaaMa iestatis .

Oé’ravo.

Known on ly from two leaves. F i rs t leaf : Ti tle on reCto, in border with globe at

the bottom ; verso : Conten ts and rules . Secon d leaf : Title to Prognosticat ion in the

same border ; verso : blank .

Un i vers ity L ibrary, Cambr idge (SSS. 2. 6.

“ d

”
T

“ See Plate XIX .

C X . 1 594. Robert Westhawe . Watkins and Roberts .

Title: Westhawe 1 594. I An Almanac ke and I Prognost ica

yeere of the worlde 5 556. I Gathered accord ing to art, to the use

of I all men
,
and commod ious forMar : I in iers , I and traueliers be

yonde the I Seas, by reason of the d ifference of ac c omptes, by
Robert Westhawe I Gen tleman , student in Astrologie . I Ad bonam
v iétus rationem institu I endam uti l i ssima est Iudic ii tem I por is
praenotio. Galen

,
l ib . 3 . c ap . 1 3 . I de diebus dec retoriis . I I

_

m
:

pr in ted at London by R i c harde I Watk ins and Iames Robertes. I
C um Priu ilegio RegiazMaiestatis . C olophon : Imprin ted at London
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by R icharde I Watk ins and Iames Robe rtes . I C um priuilegio

Regia: Maiestatis .

O ftavo . Kalendar
,
1 23 x 74 mm. ; Prognost icat ion , 1 1 9 x 70 mm.

AB 8 C‘

(B i i i i, s igned A i i i i) .
A i

,
reé’to : Tit le in lace border ; verso : blank. A ii

,
refi o : D eclaration ; verso

Anatomical man . T he Kalendar begin s on A i i i
,
reéto, an d ends on A viii

,
verso.

B i
,
reé’to : Title to Prognost icat ion

,
in a border wi th Astronomical g lobes, at top,

bottom
,
and on each s ide ; verso : blank. B i i, refto : To the C urtuous Reader, health .

’

B i i i
,
verso

,
to B v i, refito, five Astronom ical d iagrams with explanat ion s . The Prog

nostic ation begins on B v i
,
verso . C i

,
verso : L ist of Fa i rs . T he book ends on C i i i i,

verso ; ‘
F l N I s

’
; Co lophon .

B r i t ish Museum (PP.

CX" . e . 1 594 . [A Prognostication . ] Watk ins and Roberts .

O fi avo. x 70 mm.

Known on ly from three lea ves c ut at the top. O ne leaf is s igned B i i i, and has,
on the reéto, part of the ru les for Husbandry ; and on the verso

,
the Terms . The

other two leaves
,
i B i i i i and B v, conta in the Prognost icat ion for the seasons

,
and the

beginn ing of that for the mon ths ; the reé’to of the fi rst begin s
,

‘Of W inter ’
,
and

Autumn ends on the reE’to of the secon d ; the verso beginn ing, Of Ianuarie .

’

W estminster Abbey (Almanack fragments) .

C XIA . 1 595 . Thomas Buckminster . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title : Buckm inster . 1 595 . An Alman ac ke I an d Prognostica
cation for I the yeere of C hristes in I carnation one thou I sand ,

leape yeere . I And the yeere of the worldes I creation . 5 5 57 . I
Seruing general ly for all E nglande , I but espec ial ly for the me rid ian

Thomas Buckminster . I Imprin ted at London by I Richard Wat

k in s and I Iames Robertes . I C um priu ilegio Regiaa Maiestatis .

C olophon : Imprin ted at London by R icharde I Watkin s and Iames

Robertes . I C um priuilegio Regiz Ma iestatis .

Ofl avo. Kalendar, 1 2 1 x 73 mm. Prognosticat ion, 1 16x 73 mm. AB
”C‘

.

A i
,
reé’to : Ti tle , in a lace border ; verso : D eclarat ion

,
the Ru les beginn ing a t the

bottom of the same page . A ii
,
verso : Ana tom ica l man . The Ka lendar begins on
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Un i vers i ty L ibrary
,
Camb ridge (SSS. 2 .

This woul d appear to be the t itle of a diflerent ed it ion to the las t
,
as the

prin t ing in red is sl i ghtly d ifferen t and the verso is blank . See Plate XX .

C X I I . 1 595 . John Dade . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title : D ade . 1 595 . I A P rognostication I for th is yeare of our

Lord I God M .D .XC V I Made and set foorth by John I Dade
Gen tleman Praétic i I oner in Ph isic k . I Me l ius est n esc ire , quam
errare I me l ior est fidelis ignoran tia, I quam temeraria sc ien tia.

'

I
Imprin ted at Lon don by R i I chard Watkins , and Iames I Roberts . I
C um priu ilegio Reg ize ma iestatis .

O ftavo . 1 22 x 7 1 mm. B 8
,
C‘

( 8 i i i an d Bv, s ign ed A3 and A5 ) .
Known on ly from a copy lack ing the Alman ack . B i , reé’to : Title, in bord er

with globe at the bottom ; verso : D iagram of the Verna l E qu inox . B i i, refil o : the
Prognost icat ion of the season s begins . B i i i

,
recto : at the bottom,

begins a note how

the Planets keep the ir mot ion n ight and day. B i i i i
,
verso : D iagram of the E cl ipse of

the moon . B vi, verso : D iagram of the E cl ipse of the sun . B vii
,
v erso : at the

bottom
,
begins a l ist of the good an d bad days for dofi oring . C i

,
verso : l ist ofFa irs.

The book en ds C i i i i
,
verso ; ‘

F1N 13 and orn ament .

Lambeth Palace (xxv i . 8 .

C X II I . 1 595 . Gabr ie l Frende . Watkin s and Roberts .

Title : Frende 1 595 I A doble Alman ac ke , I wi th a Prognosti

I whi c h w e use and the n ew G regorian I reformation u sed in

A stro I nom ie . I Im rin ted a t London b R ic harde I Watkin s
and I ames Robertes . I C um priu ilegio Regias Ma iestati s . C olophon

Imprinted at London by R ic harde I Watk in s and Iames Robertes .

C um priu ilegio Regiaa Maiestatis .

Octavo. Kalendar, 1 2 1 x 73 mm . ; Prognost ica t ion, 1 1 4 x 70 mm.

A-C ‘

(last leaf blank) .
A i

,
refito : Ti tle

,
in border with globe at top, tr iangle and cross-staves at the bottom

verso : blank : A i i, reé'to : D eclarat ion of the two Almanacks s ide by s ide ; verso : Ru les .
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A iii, ve rso : Anatomica l man , a large c ut
,
the man hav ing a moustache and bea i d.

A iiii
,
reé’to : lace ornamen t a t the bottom . The Kalendar (s i ngle) begin s A i i i i, verso,

a blank leaf be in g oppos ite each mon th. B viii
,
verso : blank . C i, refi o : Ti tle to

Prognost icat ion in the same border ; ve rso : blan k . C i i, refi o : the Prognost icat ion
begins

,
a lace ornamen t at the top. C i i i i, refi o : Prognost icat ion for the mon ths . The

book en ds C v i i
,
verso ; r e s Colophon .

Lambeth Pa lace (xxv i . 8 .

CX IV . 1 595 . Walter Gray . Watk in s and Roberts .

Title : Gray . 1 595 I An Alman ac ke of I doble accomp t
,

the Leape yeere . I Reétified for the merid ian of the towne I of
Dorc hester

, serving most aptly I for the west partes
,
and gene : I

gratis grate . I Impr inted at London by R icharde I Watk ins and

I ames Robe rtos . I C um pr iu i legio Regim Maiestatis . C olophon :

AT LONDON I Pr in ted by R ichard Wat I k in s , and I ames

Roberts . I 1 595 .

O éiavo. Kalendar 1 23 x 73 mm Prognost icat ion 71 mm.

A
,
B“

,
C‘

.

A i
,
reé

’

to : T itle in a lace border. The first part of the book is praétic ally the
same as the 1 589 ed it ion

,
but has a double D eclarat ion . The Ti tle to the Prognosti

cat ion is in the border wi th globe at the bottom . The E cl ipse begins on B i i
,
rea o ;

the Prognost icat ion of the seasons at the bottom on the verso. The Prognost icat ion
for the mon ths begin s on B i i i

,
ref’to . T he Fa irs are om itted . The H ighways begin

on B v i i, refi o. And the book en ds on C iv
,
reé

’
to ; E lm s Colophon ; verso : blan k .

Lambeth Palace (xxvi . 8 .

fl
,
‘ The verses over the mon ths in th is book are on agr icu ltura l pursu i ts

,
thus

the l ines over the mon th ofMay are

N ow save your swarmes of toyling Bees
who heapes up honey for the weal th.

And thynke thy gayn e no more than these

that boorde no treasure for them sel fe .

’

CXV . 1 595 . Robert Watson . Watk ins and Roberts .
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begin n ing of the I worlde . 5557 . and the th irde I from the L eape

yeere . I Gathered and penn ed accord ing to law I ful l Art
,
ind iffer

tly serving for any I part of E ssex , and wi thou t any great I errour

in Ph isic ke . I Ut Annus sic E tas . I Imprin ted at London by
R icharde I Watkin s and Iames Robertes . I C um riv ile io Re im

Maiestatis .

O c
‘l avo. Kalendar 1 23 x 73 mm Prognosticat ion 1 1 9 x 70 mm .

A
, B

9
,
C‘

(B i i, i i i , i i i i, s ign ed B, B2, B3 ) .
A i

,
reé

’
to : Title in border with globe on top ; tr iangle and c ross-staves at the

bottom ; verso : D eclara t ion with a woodcut ornamen t top and bottom . A ii
,
reé

’

to :

Terms ; verso : Anatomica l man . T he Kalendar begin s on A i i i
,
reé

‘

to, each mon th

hav ing a verse ofmed ica l ru les over it . B i, reéto z Title to the Prognost icat ion , in border
with globe at the bottom ; ve rso : blank . B ii

,
re6’co : Ru les . B iii

,
re&0 : E cl ipses . The

Prognos t icat ion begins B iii, verso, and ends B v i i i
,
verso ; ‘

F I NI S ILaus deo in ex

c elsis : IE lizabe thae pax et fazl i-I c itas, in c aelo sem Ipiterna . IAmen .

’
Iwith a sma l l

woodcut un derneath. C i, reéto : l ist of Fa i rs . The book en ds C i v
,
reCto ;

‘
FIN IS

’
,

lace orn amen t ; verso : blan k .

Lambeth Pa lace (xxv i . 8 .

C XVI . 1 595 . Robert Westhawe . Watk in s and Roberts .

Title : Westhawe 1 595 . I An Anmanac ke and I Prognostica
t ion made for I the ye ere of our Lord God I M . D . XC V . I Be ing
from the Leape yeere the I th irde , and from the creation I of the

of N orfolke : but may se rue I for all E nglande wi thou t any nota I
ble errour . Gathered and made by I Roberte W esthawe I Gen tle
man . I Long . 20 . 0 . I Latit. 52 . 46. I Imprinted at London by
R icharde I Watkin s and Iames Robertes . I Cum riu ile io Re iae

M a ie statis .

O étavo. Kalendar 1 23 x 73 mm . ; Prognosticat ion 1 20x 71 mm. 8 leaves
(second leaf on ly s i gned C B 8 ( th ird leaf s i gned A C‘

(C i, un s igned , second leaf
s ign ed C i i on reé’to

,
and C 3 on verso) ; 20 leaves in all.

F i rst leaf
,
refi o : Tit le in a lace border ; verso : blan k . Secon d leaf (C re&0

T he Con ten tes
,

’
ornamen t t0p an d bottom ; verso : Anatom ica l man . The Ka lendar

begin s on third leaf, reCto . B i, reélo : Ti t le to Prognos t icat ion in border with globe at
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reflo : l ist of Fa i rs . C va
,
reao : l ist of Fa irs in W ales gathered by M . G . O .

"

I

book end s on C v i i i
,
verso ; FIN IS .

’

B rit ishMuseum (PP.

The bottom port ion of the border to the Ti tle (that with the triang le
cross-staves on it

,
s igne d G . or a copy of it

,
appears at the end of D an ie l

C haldie v is ion s
,

’Lon don
,
Gabrie l l S impson . 1 597.

CXIX . 1 598 . Gab riel Frende . Watk in s and Robe:
Title : Frend . 1 598 . An Almanac ke and I Prognostication ,

J

C hri st . I M .D .XC V I II . I Wh ich is from the worldes I C reatir
5 560 I ByGabr iel Frend . I W ho is he that sayth , and it c om I t
to passe , if the Lord c om I maund it not ? Lamen t . 3 . I Imprin t
a t London by R i c hard I Watkin s and I ames Roberts . I C 1
priu ileg io Reg iae Maiestatis .

Oétavo. Kalendar 1 2 1 x 78 mm . ; Prognost icat ion 1 1 8 x 73 mm.

A-C
’
( last leaf probably blank) .

A and B
,
the descr iption is the same as for 1 597. But the D eclaration on A i

for a D ouble Almanac ke
,

’
i .e. , E ngl i sh and Fore i gn . B v i i i, the blank leaf oppo:

D ecember
,
is wan t ing. C i, reéto : Ti tle to Prognost icat ion in a lace border.

fefto : the Prognost ica t ion for the Seasons . C i i i
,
verso : The qualitie of the 28 M

s ion s of the Moone .

’ C i i i i
,
reél o : l ist of Fa irs

,
with a woodcut orn amen t at the t

The book ends C vn
,
verso ; F I N I s .

’

B ri tish Museum (wan ts B v i i i and C v i i i ; PP.

CXX . 1 598 . Robert Watson . Watkin s and Robe

R ichard I Watk in s and I ames Roberts . I C um priu ilegio

Maiestatis . I C olophon : Impr in ted at London by R ichard W
kin Is] I and Iames Roberts .

Oélavo. Ka len dar 1 20 x 74 mm . ; Prognost icat ion 1 22 x 70 mm.

A
,
B“

,
C‘

.

A i
,
reé’to : Title in a lace border ; verso : D eclarat ion , woodcut ornamen ts at

and bottom. A ii
,
refi o : Terms ; verso : Anatomica l man . T he Ka len dar beg



A i l i
,
recto

,
and ends on A viii

,
ve rso. B i

,
reCl o : Ti tle to Prognosticat ion in borde r

with globe at the bottom. B i i
,
reé’to : E cl ipses. The Prognost icat ion for the seasons

begins on B i i
,
verso ; for the mon ths B v, rea o, and en ds on B v i i i, reéto ; FI N IS

woodcut ornamen t. B viii
,
verso : l ist of Fa irs begin s. T he book ends C iiii, reéto,

with Colophon and double woodcut ornamen t ; verso : blank .

B rit ish Museum (PP. Bodle ian (Ash.

T he Bodle ian copy wan ts the last four leaves, and sheet A is uns igned . The

leaf conta in in g the Kalen dar for November, D ecember
,
is misbound after the t itle-page

in the British Museum copy .

C XX I . 1 5 99 . John Dade . Watkins and Roberts .

Title : (defeétive) . [An Almanac ke and Prognostication]
D .XC IX . I Beeing the th ird after [leape] I yeare I Made and se t

foorth [by Iohn ] I Dade , Gen t, praé
‘

t itio[ner in] I Ph isic ke . I Im~

C um priuileg io Regia: MIaie statis .I
O ftavo.

Known on ly from parts of two leaves . F i rst leaf, ret‘l o : Title , in border wi th
triangle and cross—staves at the bottom. The other leaf con ta in s part of the Ka len dar
for N ovember and D ecember .
Corpus Chr ist i Col lege

,
Oxford (W . P. i i i .

CXX II . 1 599 . Gabr iel Frende . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title : 1 599 . I An Almanac ke I an
_

d Pro n ostic ation I for th is

Frend . I Imprin ted at London by I Richard Watk ins and I Iames

O é’tavo. Kalendar
,
1 23 x 75 mm. ; Prognos t icat ion , 1 1 7x 71 mm.

A-C 8 (last two leaves blan k) .
A and B are prafi ic ally the same as the 1 597 Almanack

,
but the Anatomica l

man appears on the recto ofA i i i i
,
and is a d ifferen t c ut, the man be ing clean shaven ;

and on the verso of B v i i i are the Terms . C i
,
reéIo : Ti tle to the Prognost icat ion in

Lace Border. C i i, reéto : a descr ipt ion of the four quarters of the year. C i i , verso :
the Prognost icat ion of the weather for the mon ths begin s, each mon th hav in g a
c ircular c ut of the s ign of the Zod iac be fore it . The book en ds on C v i, verso ;
4 s
FI NI S .

Br i t ish Museum (PP.

fl,
“ Bound with Fremde’s Almanacks for 1 589, 1 597, 1 598, and severa l others .
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C XX I I I . 1 599 . Robert Watson . Watkins and Robe rts .

Title : A n ew Almanac ke I and P rognostication , I sern ing for

yeere , I And from the beginn ing of the I worlde 5 561 . I Made and
penned espec ial ly I to the E leuation of the Town e of I Bran c ktrie

Watson Ph isic ion . I Ut hora, sic vita . I Impr in ted at London by I
R ichard Watkins and I I ames Roberts . I C olophon : Imprin ted at

London by R icharde I Watkins and Iames Robertes . I C um prin i
legio Reg ize Maiestatis .

O étavo. ?x 70 mm. AB
°
C

‘
.

Known on ly from six leaves . A i , reEto : Ti tle, in border with globe at the bottom ;
verso : D eclarat ion . A i i , recto : Terms ; verso : An atomica l man . Two leaves con ta in
the Kalendar from September to D ecember. The other two leaves are C i

,
refi o :

l ist of Fa irs begin s ; and C iiii, verso : the Fa irs en d ; FI N I S
’
; Colophon .

Brasenose Col lege
,
Oxford (4 leaves in clud ing Ti tle : in the E ast C loset) ;

Bodle ian (2 lea ves , in clud ing Colophon : 8vo, z 4 1 . Art.

C XXIV. 1 600 . John Dade . Watkins and Roberts .

Title : Dade . 1 600 . I An Almanac ke and I Prognostication in
wh ich I you may behold the state of I th is yeere of our Lord God I
1 600 . I Be ing leape yee re . I Made and se t foorth by Iohn I Dade
Gen t, pract i tioner in IPh isic ke . I Imprin ted at London by I R ichard
Watk ins and I Iames Robertes . I C um priuilegio Regia: Maiestatis .

O fi avo.

Known on ly from t itle-leaf. Title in border wi th globe at the top and triangle
and cross-staves at the foot, s i gned G. B . O n the verso, D eclaration and Rules .

Br it ish Museum (Bagford Fragments, Harl .

CXXV . 1 600 . Robert Watson . Watkins and Roberts .

Title : A dobleAlmanac ke Ior Kalender drawne for Ith is presen t

the worlde . 5 562 . I The first K alender seru ing I general ly for all
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C LASS C

B R O A D S I D E S

C XXVI I I . 1 5 1 0 . Jasper Lae t. W . V orsterman ?

Tit/e : (woodcut) . Alman ack pro anno dfii . M°
. CC C C C ° I (in

type) decimo C olophon : Iaspar Laet de Borc hloen .

Smal l fo l io (oblong) . 1 8 1 x 230 mm.

Pr inted
,
two sett ings at a t ime

,
on a fol io sheet in three co lumn s ; the first c on

ta in ing the C onjuél iones and O ppositiones the secon d the days for letting blood ;
the third the days for med ic ines . At the bottom three and a hal f l ines con ta in ing the
declaration . O n the r ight of the last l ine the Co lophon as above . Pr in ted in black and
en t irely in Lat in . The watermark is the Bu l l’s head w i th a Star over it.

Lambeth Pa lace L ibrary (N o.

There are three cop ies of th is Almanack in the l ibrary
,
two of wh ich are

pr in ted on an und i v ided sheet
,
the woodcut t itles of wh ich d iffer s l ightly in the

shape of the C
’
s and in the sett in g up of the D eclarat ion . These sheets were foun d in

the b in d ing of ‘ Sermon is disc ipu li de tempore e t de sanél is,
’by Joannes H erolt

,
pr in ted

by Quen tell in 1 5 10, and bound in Lon don . There is noth ing to show that th is
Almanack was issued for cE ngland, but presuma bly it was sen t over in sheets to be

sold in E nglan d by some Booksel ler. See Plate XXII .
In the Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl . is an Almanack for 1 5 1 1 , very l ike

this but in large Fol io . I t has the same sort ofwoodcu t t it le and is in the same type
,

the Colophon in D utch gives the pr in ter’s name as W i l lem V orsterman , and Jaspe r
Laet as the Au thor ; and it is ev iden t the prin ter of the two Alman acks was the same ;

there are a lso fragmen ts of two of the same class of Almanacks
,
by Jasper Laet

,
for

1 520 in the Un ivers ity L ibrary
,
Cambridge .

C XX IX . 1 5 1 8 . Jasper Laet . Oxford
,
John Sc olar .

Title : PRE N O STIC IA ] I E ffeétuum c elestium influen tiarum
corpora in fer iora regu lantium Icompi lata ad plenum c u rsum ann alem

m illesi mum qu in en tes imum dec i Im um oétauum ost ve r : b i
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in c arnationé . C olophon : FIn iun t prenostic a exerpta a prenostic is

egregii vi ri magistri Iasparis Lae t angl i e n is c o n i tu maxime

vtilia . E t in celebe : I r ima oxon i en si academ ia
Sm. Fo l io. About

Known on ly from a de fect ive copy and fragmen ts . T he t itle is in six l ines at the
top en t ire ly in red

,
the first word be ing in large wood-c ut, cap i tals with grotesque

faces . The Prognost icat ion begin s wi th a woodcut in it ia l . The first l ine of text, a
l ine in the cen tre and one towards the foot at the commencement of a short prognost i

ca t ion for Hen ry V I II
,
are in red. The Colophon

,
wi th woodcu t in it ial

,
is a lso in red .

Un i vers i ty L ibrary
,
Cambridge (Sayle, Corpus Christ i Co l lege, Ox ford

(fragmen ts) .
fl
,
“ See Plates XXIII A and B . Th is is the on ly B roads ide prognost icat ion known ,

and the on ly one prin ted in E ngland outs ide London in the s ixteen th cen tury.

C XXX . 1 52 3 .

pre sen tis ann i fluxum . M . V .C . XX I I I . h ic gde.

Fol io (oblong). 270 i x 3 8 3 mm. W idth of a co lumn of the Kalendar 5 8 mm.

Known on ly from a defect i ve copy from which the impr in t
,
wh ich probably

came at the foot
,
is c ut off. T he t itle in one l ine in red at the top, with two l ines

underneath in a smaller type con ta in ing the D eclarat ion . The Kalendar is in two

l in es
,
the mon ths be ing in the c orreft order

,
i .e. ,
January to June and July to D ecember.

There is a long narrow column on the r ight-han d s ide con ta in ing the E cl ipses of the
moon wi th two cuts . Un dern eath the Ka lendar are n ine l ines con ta in ing a short

prognost icat ion .

Bri t ish Museum (C . 1 8 . e .

fl
,
" E nt i rely in Lat in except the word Asshewen sday.

’

C XXX I . 1 530 . Jasper Laet the younger .

An twerp , C hristofel of Ruremunde .

Title : {I Almynac k and Pronostic ation of the yere of oure

Lord , M ,C C C C C , and , XXX . C olophon

Gaspar Laet the younger D oc E mpren ted at An twerpe by me I
ter I yn Physic . C r istofel of Ruremunde .

Fol io (oblong) . 293 X 43 5 mm. W id th of co lumn of Ka len dar 60 mm.

Fhe Ka lendar is in two rows
,
January to June

,
July to D ecember ; the colophon

be ing at the bottom. O n the right-han d s ide is a long co lumn
,
headed by a c ut o f the
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royal arms (McK errow
, N o. con ta in ing the D eclarat ion

,
Rul es

,
Zod iaca l in fluences

and E c l ipses with smal l woodcuts of the sun and moon .

B r i t ish Museum (C . 1 8 . e . also Bagford fragmen ts, Harl . N ew

Col lege
,
Oxford (two fragmen ts : Book ofFragmen ts, N 0.

fl,
” The earl iest sheet Almanack in E ngl ish .

See Plate XXIV .

CXXX II . 1 5 37 . [Jasper Laet the younger?]
Title : {I Alman ake and Pronostic ac ion for the yeare of our

Lorde , MC C C C C , and XXXVI I . C olophon : (defecl ive)
]e ; D oétor of Ph isyc k .

Fol io (oblong) . About 1 l y x wid th of a column ofK alendar 5 8 mm .

Known on ly from fragmen ts . T he Title at the top in on e l ine. The Ka lendar
is in two rows, the mon ths alternate l y, i .a. , top row January

,
March

,
May, etc . ;

bottom row February
,
Apr i l

,
June, etc . O n the r i ght-han d s ide a long column

con ta in ing the D eclarat ion
,
Anatomical Man

,
and E cl ipses

,
w ith a c ut of the moon

in the D ragon’s ta i l and mouth. The Co lophon is at the bottom
,
but from the various

fragmen ts which rema in the words above are all that c an be obta ined .

Bri t ish Museum (C . 1 8 . e . and C . 1 8 . e . also Bagford Frags , Harl .
a lso Ames Ti tle-pages

, 463 . h. W estm inster Abbey (Fragmen ts
removed from E . 2 .

fl,
“ A pen c i l note un der the second copy in the Brit ish Museum attributes the

prin ting to e ither Chr istopher of Ruremund of An twerp (wh ich may be ri ght), or to
R ichard Jugge

,
who was not pr in t ing in 1 53 7. T he B ri t ish Museum catalogue

attr ibutes the authorship to A . Boorde ; it is more probably by Jasper Laet the younger
and pr in ted abroad .

CXXXI I I . 1 543 . Jaspar Laet [the younger] .
Title : An Almanack and Pronostic ac ion of Iaspar Laet

for the yere of ou r Lord M .D .XLI I I .

Fol io. W idth of a co lumn of the Ka len dar 45 mm .

Known on ly from a copy from wh ich the impr in t
,
wh ich probably came at the

lower right-han d corn er, is c u t off. T he Title in one l ine at the top. The Kalendar
is in two rows

,
the mon ths al ternate. January , March

, May, e tc .

,
in the top row ;

February, Apr i l, June, etc . ,
in the bottom row. O n the r ight-han d s ide is a long

column con tain ing the D ec larat ion
,
Ru les

,
Anatomical man (defeétive), etc .

Here ford Cathedra l (in a frame) .
fl
,
“ In format ion suppl ied by MissMaude E . Bu l l, Sub-L ibrarian of the Cathedral

Library.
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CXXXVI . 1 546. Almanack and Prognosticat ion .

Title : {IAn Almanac ke and PronoI I.

Fol io. W idth of column of the Kalen dar 59 mm .

Kn own on ly from a smal l fragmen t con ta in ing part of January and Apri l
,
with

part of the Title in one l ine above . T he Ka lendar mus t have been in three rows
,
the

top one con ta in ing January
,
Apri l

,
July

,
a ber.

Bri t ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts
,
Harl .

T he D om in ica l le tter is C
,
and aga inst 4 Apr i l appears the word ‘ Leta

,

’

showin g that it was the fourth Sun day in Len t
,
th is fixes E aster as 25 Apr i l, and gives

the date .

C XXXVI I . 1 546. [An Almanac ke and Prognostication . ]
Fol io. W idth of a column of the Ka lendar 53 mm.

Known on ly from three smal l fragments of parts of the mon ths of January
,

February
,
March

,
Apr i l

,
May, and Jun e, with a narrow column on the left-hand s ide

con tain ing cuts of the s i gns of the Zod iac and explanation of the ir in fluences. T he
Kalendar was pr inted in three rows

,
the top con ta in in g January, Apri l, July,

Oél ober the secon d
,
February

,
May, e tc .

B ri t ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts
,
Harl .

E as ter is 25 Apri l and the D om in ica l letter C
,
wh ich give the date .

CXXXVI I I . 1 547 . James Sauvage . N . H yll for R . Kele .

Title : (wanting) [An Alman ac ke and Prognostication . ] C olo

phon : Set forth b mai ster Iames I Sauuage , D O61 in Ph isic ke and I
Astronom and reader in the I towne ofH adwerpe . I {I Imprin ted
Iat Lon] I don by N yc lIas H yll] I for Ri c hard KIele I

Fol io. W idth of a column of the Ka lendar 46 mm.

Known on ly from a fragmen t con ta in in g parts of O é
’

tober and D ecember wi th
cuts of the occupat ions of the mon ths over the top, the names of the mon ths be ing in
French in the cuts ; and part of a column on the r ight-hand s ide con tain ing the
Anatom ica l man, with the Colophon (defeaftive) at the bottom. The mon ths were
prin ted in two rows in a lternate order, and the Gospe ls appear above each Sun day .

The Rev. Prebendary C. D eedes.

fl
,
’The D omin ica l letter is B

,
and the oétave of St . Andrew fa l ls on a

W ednesday ; the n ew moon for D ecembe r was on the 1 5th, an d these three fix the
date . The c i1 ts measure 44 x 23 mm .
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CXXXIX . 1 548 . Alphon su s Lae t. R . Jugge .

Title : An Almanack and Pronostic ation for the yeare of ou re I
Lorde M . D . and XLvi ij. C olophon : M . Alphon sus Laet/broth er of

at London by R ichard Iugge I D wellynge at the north doore of

Pou ls .

Fol io. 3 52 x 262 mm. W id th of a column of the Kalendar 42 mm.

The Ka lendar is in two rows the mon ths be ing a lte rnate, i . e. , January, March,
May, etc .

,
and February

,
Apri l, June, etc . At the bottom are six short co lumn s c on

ta in ing the D eclarat ion
, E c l ipse with a c ut of the moon in the dragon’

s ta i l and the

An atomica l man .

B ri t ish Museum (fragmen t, C . 1 8 . e . Huth Sale
,
Ju ly 7, 19 1 4.

The fragmen t in the Brit ish Museum wan ts the top left-hand quarter wi th
the mon ths January

,
March

,
May, and a strip in the cen tre . The Huth copy is

perfeft, but has been bac ked . The c ut of the E cl ipse appears to be the same as that

used by Crom of An twerp
,
wh ich appears in a fragmen t of a broads ide Almanack in

D utch in the Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl .

CXL . 1 55 1 . Simon H euringius . J . Turke .

Tit le : {I An Almanack and Pronostic ation for the yeare

of our Lord C olophon : Simon is H euringii I Salic eden sis ,

at Lon : I don by Iohn I Turck
Fo l io (oblong) . 3 1 2 x 3 8 5 mm. W id th of co lumn of the K alendar

45 mm.

Title at top in one l ine . The mon ths are in two rows
,
a l ternate , i .e. , Jan uary,

March, e tc . ,
February, Apri l, etc .

,
at the head of each are smal l woodcuts of the

occupat ions
,
con ta in ing the names of the mon ths in French. O n the le ft-hand s ide are

two broad woodcut ornamen ts
,
a l ike

,
each ha l f the he i ght of the sheet. O n the r ight

hand s ide is a long column of text con ta in in g the D eclarat ion
,
E cl ipses

,
Anatomical

man
,
and Co lophon , wi th a woodcut ornament in red and black at the bottom.

B rit ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl . and Bod le ian (D ouce,
H .

The Gospe ls appear aga in st each Sunday
,
and most of the B lack letter

Sa in ts are om i tted .
See Plate XXV .
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C XLI . 1 5 5 3 . Joach im Hubright. N . H yll for J . Turke .

Title : (wan ting) . [An Almanac ke and Prognostication . ]

{I Imprynted at London , by INyc holas H yll, for Iohn ITurke .

Fol io. W id th of a column of the Ka lendar 46 mm.

K nown on ly from a fragmen t. The mon ths ofAugust
, Oél ober, and D ecember

,

a nd descr ipt ion of the E cl ipse of the moon with a c ut. Also a c ut of the Anatomica l
man and Co lophon as above . There a re the same smal l woodcu ts of the occupat ions
of the mon ths at the head of each mon th

,
con ta in in g the names of the mon ths in

French . The mon ths were pr in ted in two rows, a lternate ly .

Br it ish Museum (C . 1 8 . e .

The D omin ica l letter is A and Adven t 3 D ecember
,
and as N yc olas H yll

d ied about 1 5 53 the date c an on ly be as above .

C XLI I . 1 555 . An thony Askham . T . Marshe .

Title : AN ALMAN AC K E AND PROGNOST ICATION I
made for the yeare ofO ur Lorde God made by Maister I
Anthony Askham Phisic ian and Preste . C olophon : Imprin ted

at the signe I of the Ppync es I Armes .

Fol io . 42 1 x 328 mm . W id th of a column of the Kalendar 56 mm .

The Ti t le in two l in es at the top. The mon ths are in two rows in c orreé
'

t order
January to June and Ju ly to D ecembe r. Sma l l woodcuts at the head of each mon th
of the occupat ion s of the mon ths and s igns of the Zod iac . At the foot a re five columns

conta in ing the D eclarat ion
,
Rules

,
E cl ipse with smal l c ut of the moon

,
the Anatom ical

man
,
and in the last the Colophon .

British Museum ( 1 880, (1. g/l and C . 1 8 . e .

C XLI I I . J ames Gesner .

Title : (wan t ing) . [An Almanac ke and Prognostication . ]
C olophon : Praétised by Iac obus Gesu I D oétor in Ph isyke .

Fol io. W id th of columns of the Kalen dar 53 mm.

Known on ly from a fragmen t for September, Oé’tober, November
,
and D ecember

,

with cuts of the occupat ions of the months at the head of each
,
with the name of the

mon th in French. A long column is on the right-han d s ide con ta in ing the D eclara
t ion , Rules, E cl ipse wi th a c ut

,
an d the Ana tom ical man . The Colophon as given
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CXLVI . 1 5 59 . [An Almanac ke and Prognosti cation . ] J . Daye .

C olophon : {I Impr in ted at L on : I don by Iohn D ay, dwell ing I

primen : I dum solum .

Fol io. W idth of column ofKalendar 50 mm .

Known on ly from a fragmen t ; parts of the mon ths of O élober
,
November

,
and

D ecembe r ; and the E cl ipse of the moon
,
wi th a woodcut of the even t

,
showing how

it took place
,
and an exhortat ion to repen tan ce at the end

,
and the last column c on

ta in ing the Co lophon on ly . T he Ka lendar was pr in ted in two rows in the c orreé’t orde r
,

i .e. , January to June and Ju ly to D ecember
,
s ix short columns be in g un derneath.

E . F . Bosan quet .
fl ?“ Thomas aBecket appears on 29 D ecember as

‘ Thomas Martyr
,

’
in red ;

th is is the las t occas ion on wh ich the n ame appears in red in a secu lar Ka lendar. T he
exhortation at the end of the accoun t of the E cl ipse is as fol lows : Therefore let vs
all amende our euyl lynes, and euery one of vs, wi th perfet‘l repen tan t heartes beuayle
our wicked wayes, and praye mos te earn estly wi th con trite heartes and wepyng teares

vn to God
,
that he wyll for Iesus Chris tes sake mitegate his firc e wrath and terrible

plages that we mos te iustly haue deserued.

’

The date appears in the accoun t of the E cl ipse .

CXLVI I . 1 560. Lewes Vaughan . T . Marshe .

Title : {IAn Alman ac ke and Prognostication for the yeare of

our Lord , M , D , LX , C olophon : By Lewes Vaughan Imprin ted at
London in Fle testrete nere to Saynéi Dun ston s Church by Thomas

M arsh .

Fol io. 439 x 3 1 7 mm. W id th of a c olumhof the K alendar 53 mm.

The Title in one l ine at the top ; the mon ths are in two rows in the c orreé’t order
with the cu ts of the occupat ion s

,
con ta in ing the names of the mon ths in French (as

used by H yll and Turke) , over each mon th. There are s ix column s at the bottom
con ta in ing the D eclarat ion

,
Rules, E cl ipse of the sun and one of the moon with smal l

cu ts an d the Anatomica l man . T he impr int is in on e l ine at the bottom.

Sal isbury Cathedra l ( in a frame) .
fl fi I t is men t ion ed in the th ird

,
fourth

,
and fifth column s of text a t the foot

that this Almanack was for the c i ty of Gloucester . The copy is on ly very s l ightly
defec

’
l ive and was foun d in the b ind ing of Calv in’s Institutio C hristianae Religion is,

’

fol io
,
prin ted at Geneva 1 559, in the same l ibrary .
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CXLVI I I . 1 562 . John Sec uris. J . Walley .

Title : {I An Almanac ke and ProgI I I Praétised by Maister
Iohn Sec uris

, PI I. C olophon : {I Imprin ted at London I by
Iohn Waley .

Fol io . W idth of a column of the Kalendar 5 1 mm.

Known on ly from three fragmen ts ; two of these are in a b in d in g at St. John’s
Co l lege

,
Cambr idge

,
and conta in part of the Title in two l ines as above

, and the

Ka lendar from January-Apr i l and Ju ly-O élober, the months be ing pr in ted in the

right order in two rows . The other fragmen t is in the B rit ish Museum and con ta ins
the mon th of D ecember and parts of two columns of text wh ich are at the bottom,

con ta in ing the Anatomical Man
,
the Rules

,
and the Colophon .

Brit ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl . St. John’s Col lege
,
C am

br idge (2 . A . 3 8 . in the b ind ing) .
The D omin ica l letter is D and E aster 29 March

,
and W al ley bad l icen se to

prin t an Almanack by John Sec uris 1 543—37 .

CXLIX . 1 569 . P lain and perfeél: Table .

Title : A V er ic plaine and perfeéte table , cal led of some

Mariners the I I I is declared the certaine t im e of ebbyng and

flowyng , both by I I I quarter, and fulle , easie to be compre
hended , and borne inmnde I I sailors, and openyng a l igh t
vn to thinge s of more d ifli c ultie , and app[ I I to an Almanac ke

and P rognostication , for the terme of fourtie yeres I I.
Smal l fo l io. 2 1 9 x mm .

K nown on ly from a copy from wh ich about on e fourth has been torn on the r ight .
The date is at the top, then the Ti tle in five l ines ; under wh ich is a large D iagram
of the Compass

,
in the th irty-two poin ts of wh ich are the n ames of ports and head

lands in E nglan d and ( i) Northern France ; un der each name is a sma l l represen tat i ve
c ut ; thus un der ‘ St . E llen s ’ is a cross ; under Pen Marke

,

’
three qu i l l pens ; un der

de L izard ,’a l izard . These i l lus trat ion s were probably for those mariners who could
not read and wou l d ind icate what place was intended .

Brit ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl .
Northern France is queried because such names as Pen Marke may refer

e ither to Pen Marche in B rittany or to some place in E ngland . I t is poss ible th is is
not a separate Broads ide bu t a fold ing sheet be longing to some book l ike Ph i l l ip Moore

’
s

Almanack and Prognosticat ion for 40 years .’ See N o . CLXXV,
C lass D .
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CL . 1 572 . Thomas H i l l . R . Watk ins and J . Roberts ?
Title : A N ew Almanack for the yeare of our Lorde God

, I
M .D . LXX II . C al culated for the mer id ian of Oxenforde . By
Thomas H yll .

Fol io. W idth of a column of the Kalendar 5 2 mm.

Known on ly from fragmen ts or mut i lated cop ies . T he Ti tle in two l i nes at the
top ; the months in two rows in the r ight order

,
i .e.

,
Jan uary to June and Ju ly to

D ecember
,
with cuts of the occupat ion s of the mon ths in red and black, a lternate ly, at

the head of each
,
but without the names of the months in them. At the foot six

short columns
,
con ta in in g the D eclarat ion

,
Rules

, E cl ipse wi th c ut
,
and the Ana:

tomic al man . The impr in t presumably came at the foot, but in all cop ies is c ut off.

The second issue has the cuts pr in ted in black on ly .

Br itwe l l Court ; Merton College, Oxford (75 . b. 5 and 6 in the b ind ing) ; Brit ish
Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl . B ri t ish Museum (second issue) (Bag
ford Fragments

,
Harl .

Herbe rt
,
i i
,
1024, s ta tes th is was prin ted by R ichardW a tk ins

,
but asW atk ins

and Robe rts’ firs t paten t is dated 1 57 1 , it was probably prin ted by them conjo in tly .

The Britwe l l copy is praé’tic ally perfeft, except for the wan t of the imprin t.

C LI . 1 5 8 1 . [An Almanac ke] . Watk ins and Roberts ?
Fol io . W id th of a column of the Ka lendar 5 1 mm.

Known on ly from a fragmen t gi v ing the six mon ths from January to Jun e
,
the

woodcuts of the occupation s of the mon ths be ing at the head of each. The Kalen dar
was in two rows in the c orreé’t order.
Un i vers ity L ibrary

,
Cambridge (Sayle

E aster day is 26 March and the D omin ical letter A,
and the date is fixed by

th is and the date of the new moons.

CLI I . 1 5 84. [An Alman ac ke ] . Watkin s and Roberts .

C olophon : Impr in ted at London by Richarde I Watk ins and

Iames Robertes .

Fo l io. W idth of column con ta in ing the Colophon , 49 mm.

Known on ly from a fragmen t of three short columns (there were probably six or

seven), wh ich came at the foot of the sheet ; the first two co lumns con ta in the E cl ipse
with a c ut and the explanat ion ; at the bottom of the secon d is the Colophon ; the
th ird has the Anatom ical man .

Bri t ish Museum (Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl .
fl,

‘ The
'

date is given in the E cl ipse .
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C LASS D

ALMANACKS, ETC . ,
FOR PE RIOD S OF YE ARS

CLV . 1 507
- 1 9. W i l l iam Red (Rede) . R . Pyn son .

Title : {IAlmanac h E phemerides I In anno dom in i .M . d . vi i
in latitudo Oxon ia . l i I xxvi i i . id’ l’. Men e

’
t
’ in longitudo

xv .xxviii. id’ I in E urop . durabit ad annos fu turos . M .d . xix I et
fin is . &c . I {I H ere is A general l rule for the c oiuc iOS and I oppo
sition s of the sone and the mone I ( 1 5 th l ine) 1 h07 In anno

christi I C olophon : {I Per wylhelmug Red .

Oflavo. Almanack, 1 08 x 63 mm. ; Text, 105 x 7 1 mm. 8 leaves un s igned ;
b8 [ c

8 i ] , d
s
,
e
s
, 5 uns i gned (48 leaves i) .

Known on ly from a copy wan t ing the second lea f, sheet C, and all after leaf 45 .

F i rst leaf, reflo : Pynson’
s smal l mark, with woodcut orn amen ts each s ide and at the

top (McKerrow
,
N o . 3 2, but with the rules perfeCt un dern eath, 52 x 43 verso

Title
,
as above, the Almanack for 1 507 begin n ing undern eath . Secon d lea f wan t in g.

E ighth leaf, reéto : the Almanack for 1 5 19 en ds, the Colophon
,
as above

,
com ing

underneath, about the m iddle of the page ; verso : blan k . O n b i
,
reéto and verso

,
and

b i i
,
reéto, are woodcu ts of c ompotus han ds, the jo in ts of the fingers hav ing words

pr in ted on them for a memoria techn ica. Most of the rest of the book is taken up

with c ompotus verses in Lat in with an explan at ion in a smal ler type . Another c ut
of a han d appears on d i , reéto ; a d iagram to find the D omin ica l letter on d v . O n

the th irty-s ixth ex istin g leaf is a Perpetual Ka lendar, and the th irty-seven th leaf ends
debes mutare s in istre .

’

Brit ish Museum (C . 20. a .

See Plate XXVII a an d b . The measuremen ts of the Almanacks are

uncerta in , as the pages vary very much, twen ty l ines of the smal l type measure 63 mm .

For an accoun t of the c ompotus hands and verses in th is book see the In tro

dua ion , pp . 58-60. O n the reé
’

to of the first leaf is written , ‘Ryc hardus Pyn sor

huius scr iptor.’
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CLVI . 1 508
- 1 9 . Alman ack for Twelve Years . W . de Worde .

Title : Almanac ke for I X I I . yere . C olophon : /late ly c or

reéted . I and enprynted at London in I the Fle testre te by wynkyn
de I worde . In the yere of the In : I c arnacyon of our lorde . a

M . I ccccc . and . vi i i . The . xxi i i . I yere of the reygn e of our

most I redoubted souerayne lorde k i I ge Henry the . vi i .

T riges imos ec undo. 50x 3 3 mm . 16 leaves uns ign ed (last blank) .
F irs t leaf

,
reéto : Title in two l ines in the centre of the page ; verso : second Ti tle

in Lat in beginn ing ‘Almanach siz Iue tabula Second lea f, reéto : a prologue or

explanat ion beginn ing : ( I Th is almanac ke and table which ends on the thi rd
leaf

,
verso

,
with Colophon as above . The Almanack for 1 508 begin s on the refl o of

the fourth lea f ; each year takes up one leaf
,
the C onjunétion s be ing on the reéto, the

Oppos i t ions on the verso. The book ends on the verso of the fifteenth leaf at the
end of the Almanack for 1 5 19 . Sixteenth leaf : blank .

Br it ish Museum (C . 1 8 . a . Bodle ian (Arch. Bodl. A . I II .

The prologue states that the day is to be reckoned as s tarting from m idday
the day be fore (as is the ru le now at sea), and the day as con ta in ing twen ty-four hours .
The Almanack, which is pr in ted in black, was drawn up for the longi tude of Oxford .

Probably this k ind of Almanack for a cycle of yea rs is a C ic lus
,
see In troduétion,

pp . 2 and 10. See Plate XXVI II .

CLVI I . 1 52 2
- 1 5 37 . Almanack for Fifteen Years . W . deWorde .

Title : {I Almac ke for .XV . yeres. I {I H ere begynneth y
°

scyc le or change of y
° I mone wi th ye c on iun cyon/ 8c sheweth

what I daye/ houre/ mynute/ sygne/ and degre/ y6 I mone shal l
chaunge . Also y

e maye knowe I the ec lypse of the sonne and

mone from the I date of our lord .M .C C C C C . 8c . xxi i vn to I y°
date of our lorde .M.C C C C C . 8c .xxxvi i I And truely c orreéted by
a true c opye with I great dylygec e . Impryn ted at London in I the
Fletestrete at the sygne of the sonne by I me wynkyn de worde .

Oflavo. 1 10 x 75 mm. T en leaves, un s igned .
F irst lea f

,
reéto : blank ; verso : woodcut of the Sav iour of the World . Secon d

leaf, reéto : Title , and undern eath the mark ofW . de W orde (Mc Kerrow
,
N o . 1 1 )

with woodcut ornamen ts on each s ide and at the bottom. The Almanack begins on

the verso, one year to a page . Ten th leaf
,
reéto : the Graces, ‘

graun ted to all y
°

bredren 8: systers of Iesus fraternyte in y
°
c rowdes vnder Poules verso : blank .

B ri t ish Museum (Huth
,
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Th is book is pr in ted in black on ly . Leaves N os. 1 and 1 0 were probably
on ly cover ing leaves, the Almanack be ing sol d unboun d . See Plate XXIX .

CLVI I I . 1 52 5
- 1 540. Almanack for F ifteen Years . R . Paques .

Title : {I Almanac ke for
,
XV , yeres, I

{I Here begynneth y
°
scyc le or chaunge of y

° I Mone wi th
y
e
c on iun cyon/ 8c sheweth what I daye/ houre/ mynu te/ sygne/

and degre/ the I Mon e shal l chaunge . Also ye maye knowe I the
E c lypse of the sonne and mone from the I date of oure lord
.M .C C C C C . 8c xxv . vn to I the date of our lorde .M .C C C C C .

and .xl . I And truely corrected by a true c opye with I great
dylygenc e . I {I Impryn ted by me Rych ard Fakes . D wellynge I in
Duram ren te . or e l les in Pou les c hyrc heyarde I at the sygne of

the . A B C
Oélavo. E ight leaves .

The first two l ines of the t itle-page are in large type , un derneath wh ich is an

as tronom ica l c ut con ta in ing the moon and stars w ith in a c i rcle of figures (i-xix) , on
each s ide of wh ich are border p ieces and un dern eath narrow ornamen ts ; the rest of

the page is in smal ler type , the impr in t be ing smaller than the rest. The g of the

word sygne in the fifth l ine has lost its ta i l and in consequence looks l ike an
‘
a.

’

The Ti tle is a copy of W . de W orde’s ed it ion of 1 5 22 and, probably, the
con tents is the same but without the Graces.’

L ibra ry . ( i)
Th is book was sol d at Sotheby’s in D ecembe r 1 909 and pas sed in to Messrs.

Maggs Bros . bands
,
who reproduced the t i tle-page in the ir catalogue 268 in 1 9 1 1 ,

from which these part iculars are taken by the ir k ind pe rm iss ion .

CLIX . e . 15 34 [Almanack for Years ] W . deWorde ?
O étavo. l 1ox 75 mm .

Known on ly from one leaf hav ing on on e s ide the Almanack for 1 534 headed
An no dr'i i. and on the other that for 1 53 5 .

B rit ish Museum (Bagford Frags . Harl .
Th is fragmen t is in the same type asW . deWorde’s Almanack for fifteen years

,

1 522, and is set up praftic ally word for word the same
,
but it does not belong to that

ed it ion
,
as in th is fragmen t 1 5 34 is on the reé

’
to and 1 53 5 on the verso of the same leaf

,

whereas in de Worde’s ed i t ion 1 534 is on the verso of one leaf, and 1 5 3 5 on the reéto

of the n ext leaf. It may he, there fore, another ed it ion by de W orde
,
or a part of

R . Faques
’
ed i t ion of 1 525, which the wr iter has not seen .
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beginn ing w i th ‘ Adam
,
E ve, Gen . i i i

,

’
on Jany 2nd ; pas sages su i table for the ch ie f

feas ts are a lso gi ven . B iii
,
reéto : ‘ O tto B run sfelsius to the I c hrysten reder

,

’
a

d issertat ion explanatory of the Ka lendar ; con t inued by a form of Prognost icat ion
which begin s on the verso of B vii. Th is ends on D i i i i , verso, The wyll of the I
Lorde be don e IAél . xxi .’ D v, reEto : (I To the C hrysten reders,

’
a short sermon

presumably by the tran slator, with a large woodcut in it ia l ‘ L ’
at the beginn ing ;

ending D v i , verso : ‘Th is treat ise or pronostic ac ion I is seen , redde, and examynd I by
me Ioh

'

nH ylsey I bysshop ofRO : I chester .
’
D vi i

,
refto : ‘Pl in ius in the, xv i i i, booke

rules for hus ban dry . The book en ds on the verso ; Colophon and prin ter’s mark and
n ame (McK errow, N o. D v i i i : blank .

Emman ual Col lege
,
Cambridge (M. S . S. Un i vers i ty L ibrary

,
Cambridge

(Fragmen ts of D i i i i and v ; Syn . 7. 50.

Th is book is cur ious as be ing a sem i-re l ig ious Prognost icat ion as opposed to
the ord inary Astrologica l form. Otto Brunsfels was the or igina l author of the fi rs t
part of the book .

CLX I I . c . 1 5 3 8 E rra Pater . R . Wyer .

Title : Pronostic ation I for euer, ofE rra Pater, I A Iewe borne
in Iewery, a I D oél oure in Astronomye

'

, I and Physyc ke Profy
= |

table to kepe the body I in b el th , And also I Pholomeus sayth I
the same I

E rra Pater .

(Ver tic a l ea ch ride of c ut . ) Th is Pronostyc ac ion ser I ueth for
all the worlde ouer .

C olophon : {I Imprynted by I me Robert wyer
,
dwellynge I at

the sygne of S . John I E uangelyst, in I Seynfte I Martyn s parysshe , I
in the Duke of Suf: I folkes ren tes, be I syde C harynge I Crosse . I
C um priuileg io, ad I imprimendum I solum .

O étavo . 1 08 x 69 mm . A
,
B 8 .

A i
,
reéto : Ti tle, with c ut of man and stars as before, without the letters R . W . ,

and in a l ine border (no cross es at the corn ers) . The Prognost icat ion begins on the

verso of A i, with a woodcut in i t ial ‘ A .

’
The book con ta ins a l ist of the un fortunate

days
,
but has not got the l i ttle ru le of St . Pau l’s day. O n B i i i i

,
verso : W for to

Understande
, and know, the yeares that shalbe plenteous The book ends B v i i i

,

reéto : E xpl ic it . IThus endeth th is IPronostyc at ion , I for euer
’
; verso : Colophon ,

and pr inte r’s name and ma rk (McK errow
,
N o .

Pepys ian L ibrary, Magdalene Co l lege
,
Cambridge
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Th is ed it ion is in black letter, in three s izes
,
and was probably prin ted

between the two ed i t ions in the B r itish Museum
,
N os . CLX and CLX III . N ot in

P lomer.

CLX I I I . c . 1 540 ? E rra Pater . R . Wyer .
Title : (TH E ) I Pronostyc ac ion I For euer of E rra Pater : I A

Iewe borne in Iewery, a I D oétour in Astronomye , I and Physyc ke .

Profyta I ble to kepe the bodye I in helth . And also I Ptholo
meus sayth I the same . I

{I E rra Pater .

(Ver tic a l ea ch side of c ut . ) Th is Pronostyc ac ion ser I ueth for
all the worlde ouer . C olophon : {I Imprin ted by me Robe rt I Wye r
dwellynge at the sygne of I S . John E uangelyste , in S . Mar: I tyns
parysshe , in the Duke of Suf: I folkes ren tes , besyde c harynge I
C rosse . I {I C um priu ileg io, ad I imprimendum solum .

O étavo. 1 1 8 x 72 mm. A
,
B‘

.

A i
,
reéto : Ti tle in a l in e border with crosses in the corners

,
and the same c ut as

in the former ed it ions but w ithout the letters
,
and with the word ing as above up and

down each s ide . The Prognost icat ion begins on the verso
,
and the book ends on

B v i i i
,
verso : Co lophon , prin ter’s name and mark (McK errow

,
N o.

Several woodcut in it ia ls are used .

Br it ish Museum (C. 40. a.

fig
“ Th is ed i t ion is printed mostly in black letter. The Prologue is omitted and

a good deal of extra Prognosticat ion is inserted, includ ing the l ist of un fortunate days
,

wh ich is in the ed it ion in the Pepys ian L ibrary ; 1n th is the reader is in formed
,
i f

blood be let on those days the pat ien t wi l l die in twen ty-on e days ; i f taken s ick he
wi l l not recover ; i f he begin a journ ey he wi l l not return ; and i f he marry he wi l l not
be happy . Also on B v i i

,
verso

,
is the fol lowing

A lyte l l ru le of S. Paules daye, otherwyse cal led the C onversac ion of S. Paule .

The Sayenge of E rra Pater to the H usban de man .

If that the daye of S . Pau le be cheare .

Then sha l l betyde, an happy yere .

Yf it do chaun ce, to Snowe or rayne
Than shal l be deare all kyn de of grayne.

But and the wynde, than be a lofte
W arres shal l vexe

,
th is Rea lme fu l l ofte.

An d yf the C lowdes, make darke the skye
Both Neate and Fowle, that yeare shal l dye .

’

(Plomer
, N o.
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CLX IV . 1 544
- 1 557 . Almanack for Fourteen Years .

R . Grafton .

Title : {I Al : I manac ke moste exaétly I se tte foorth for the

terme of I xiiii yeres, shewing in what I daie , houre , minute , siguc , I
and degre , the Moone shall I bee at the tyme of her chau: I ge
and full

,
with the E cl ipse I of the sunne and Moone

, I from the

date of our I Lorde .M . D . I XLi iii . vnto I the date I of ou r Lorde
I {I Impr in ted in London by I R icharde Grafton . ] C um

priu ileg io ad impri I mendum solum . I per septenn ium . C olophon :

{IThese bokes are to I bee solde at the Weste I dore of Paules
c hurc he I in Londo by Wylliam I Telotson .

Oflavo. 1 1 5 x 74 mm. 8 leaves, uns igned .

F irst leaf
,
reCto : Title, in a woodcut border w ith pr in ter’s mark at the bottom

(McKerrow
,
N o. The Almanack begins on the verso with the year 1 544 (mis

prin ted and en ds on the rc fto of the e ighth lea f with the year 1 55 7 ; verso

Grafton’s smal l rebus (McK errow
,
N o. and the Colophon .

Br it ish Mus eum (C . 27. a .

Th is book is pr inted ent ire ly in black .

CLXV . 1 5 54
-

5 5 . An ton ius de Motulind . T . Marshe .

Title : A ryghte ex : I c ellen te treatise ofAstro : I nom ie , made
in the Thus : I cane or I tal ian tongue

,
by mai : I ster Anton ius D e

Mon tulmo
,
cal led in I latin Fac ies coel i , the fac e of the H eues I

Wherin a man may see tofore hand the I mu tations of the ayre that
shall hap : I pen for th is present yeare of our lorde I 1 554, 8: 1 5 55 ,

next folowyng I
( 1 7th line.) Translated into I E nglish ‘by Frederike I van Bruns

wike . I
Imprin ted at London , by Tho : I mas Marshe , dwellyng in

Fletestre te, I at the sygne of the princes armes .

Oétavo. 105 x 59 mm. A-E’(last blank) .
A i

,
reéto : Ti tle ; verso : blan k . A i i

,
reé

’
to : a Preface beginn ing : FO r asmuche

with a woodcut in itia l . A i i i
,
refto : (I The first Chap iter’; verso : a D iagram

of the vernal equ inox . Other D iagrams are on the verso of the next five leaves . A v i i,
reé

'

to : E cl ipse of the sun wi th smal l c ut. A v i l i
,
recto : E cl ipse of the moon with smal l

cut. The Prognost icat ion of the weather for 1 554 begin s on B i
,
reé

’

to. C v
,
reflo
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From Venus to the Sunn e
,
is 23437 myles and a hal f.

From the Sunne to Mars, is 1 5725 . myles .

From Mars to Jup iter
,
is 78 72 1 . myles .

From Jup iter to Saturne, as man y myles .

From Saturne to the firmament 1 20485. myles .

T he whole summe from the earth to the firmamen t is
,
280734. myles

,
and

a hal f.’

There is sa id to be an earl ier ed it ion wh ich was pr in ted in 1 553 .

CLXVI I . 1 5 56. Leonard D igges. T . Gem in i .
Title : {I A Prognostication I euerlasting of ryght good c fl ea e ,

frutefully augmen ted by I thauthor, c 0teyn ing playn e , b rief, plea
sant

,
chose ru les to iudge the I weather, by the Sunn e, Moone

,

Sterres
,
C ometes , Raynbowe , Thunder, C lou : I des, with other

extraordinarie token s, not om i tting the Aspeétes of I Planetes , w i th
a br iefe iudgemen t I once againe publ isshed by Leon ard
D igges I Gentleman

, in the yeare of ou r Lorde . I 1 5 56. I The
seconde Impression augmented by the author in the Iyeare 1 5 56.

Agayne Imprin ted by Thomas GIem in iI.
Quarto. 1 75-1 85 x 100 mm. 2 leaves un s igned and unnumbered ;
A-G

‘

; A-C
‘

,
Numbered (wrongly) 1 -39, om itt ing leaf 28 .

Leaf i
,
refl o : Ti tle wi th a large c ut of the Anatom ica l man under it. The

D ed icat ion to Sir E . F in es on the reéto of leaf i i ; verso : ‘ To the Reader.’ A i i
,

reéto : the Con ten ts . The Pecul iar Kalen dar begin s on (second ) A i , and ends on

B i v
,
refto ; ve rso : blank. The General Ka len dar begin s on C i, refto. A l ist of the

Fa irs begin s on C i i i
,
reéto. The on ly known copy is incomplete, and ends on D i

,

verso, w ith a table of the Sun
’
s al t itude for every hour. I t wan ts also G i v (blan k i) .

The Anatomica l man appears aga in on fol. 1 9 ; woodcut in i t ials are used .
Br it ish Museum (71 8 . g.

The book is pr in ted in black letter and ita l ics, except the Title, wh ich is in
Roman type. Th is is the earl iest appearance of the l ist of Fa irs known to the wr iter.

CLXVI I I . 1 5 56. J . A . R . Wyer .

Title : A Perfyte I Pronostyc ac ion perpe tuall, I Very easy to
be vnderstande, of I the Reader. Yea

,
and al so for them I wh ic he

knoweth not a letter on I the Booke . And it is good for I H usbande
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men
,
of the Coun : I trey , to knowe and vnder : I s tande the yeares ,

that I sh all be plenteous Iand in great ha : I bundauc e of IGoodes . I
And the yeres the wh ic he I shal l be greuous , and in I sc asytie with
other sygnes I c on teyn ed here in ,

as I appereth in th is I Booke .

C olophon : IMPRYN : I ted by me RobertWyer : I dwellynge at the

Sygne of I S . Joh 1
'

1 E uagelyste besyde I C harynge Crosse . {I Ad
imprimendum solum .

D uodec imo. 1 1 0x 71 mm. A-C ‘
.

A i
,
reflo : Title ; verso : blank . A i i

,
reao : An Almanack for xv years

,
begin

n ing at the year 1 5 56 ; verso : A Pre face to the Reader
,
by I . A . ; th is ends on A i i i ,

reéto ; ve rso : blank. The Prognost ication begins on A iiii, refi o
,
and ends on C i i i i

,

refi o ;
‘
FI N rs

’
; and Colophon ; verso : woodcut of St. John the E vange l ist, w ith

ROBE RT (prin ter’s mark) wr ap. (McK errow ,
N os . 68 and There are smal l very

rough woodcu ts on every page of the Prognosticat ion .

Bri t ish Museum (71 7 a .

The Prognost icat ion s in this book res t en t irely on the day of the week on

wh ich N ew Year’s day fe l l ; for ins tan ce, i f the firs t day 01 the year were a Tuesday,
the porten ts were : ‘W yn ter wyndye ; somer rayny ; A D yuers harvest ; Com e

mean elye ; Fruyte indyfl
'

eren te ; Syckenes of women ; Yonge C hyldren shal dye 81
women ; Hony mean lye ; Bestes shal l dye of hun gre and sores ; Syppes an d Ga l leys
shal l perysshe

’
; under each sen ten ce is a c ut of the rudest workmansh ip. The dea ths

of the Ch i ldren and women are represen ted by two coffins ; and the s ickness of the

beasts by a wooden c ow with spots on it. The le tterpress is ev iden tl y cop ied from
E rra Pate r

,
and the i l lustrat ions from the i l lus trated manuscript Prognost icat ion s of

the fifteen th cen tury (Plomer, N o.

CLX IX . 1 5 58
-60 . John Fie ld . T. Marshe .

Title : E PHEME RIDE S I TRIVM AN N ORVM 58 59

ET 60 I EX E RASMI RE IN H OLD I TABV L IS, I ac c ura
tissime

, per Ioanem Fe i ld Anglum , ad meridianum I in c lyta: c in i
tatis Lond inensis suppu tatm. I AD IE C TV S E ST I TABV LA

I LON D IN I I M. D . L . VI II . Oé
‘

tobris . 2 8 . Colophon : E X

C V SSVM LON D IN I I IN lE D IBV S TH OMlE I MARSH E I
1 558 .

Quarto. Measurement of the largest tables 1 89 x 1 26 mm. a-c
‘
,

d’
,
e

‘

; B-L
‘

,
M’
(with leaf of E rrata inserted be fore a i i) .

a i
,
refito : Ti tle ; verso : blank . Lea f of E rrata. T he Tables begin on the verso
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of a n (the th ird leaf) . e iiii, refito : Title for 1 558 . E 11
,
reéto : Ti tle for 1 5 59 .

H i v
,
reéto : Ti tle for 1 560. The Colophon is on M 11

, verso.

B rit ish Museum (532 . (I. Corpus Chris t i Col lege, Oxford (Se . and A .

a .

‘
J
’The whole book is taken up wi th tables , and is pr inted in black .

CLXX . 1 560, 1 561 , 1 562 . Thomas H i ll . T . Marshe .

wh ich is c on tayned the daye bower and I mynu te of the chaunge ,
ful l and quarters of the Moone

, I for th is yere of a 1 560 . and the

true degree and m inu te I of the Sonne every day at noon with the
s igne and I degre of the Moone also at n oon seru ing wel for I these
thre next yeares and general l ru les for the weather, wi th rules as

and many others wh ich shal Iplayn lyer appeare in the h exte Ilease ,
gathered by Tho : I mas H yll Lond i : I ner I 15 62

(A t one ride. ) V iuit post fumera Vi rtus .

e Impr inted at London in Fletestreete nere to I S D unstones

C hurc he by Thomas I Marshe . C olophon : Imprin ted at London I
in Fle testrete

'

I nere to sayné
’
t D unstones I Church by Thomas I

Marshe .

Quarto. Ka len da r 1 54 x 1 0 1 mm Text t 5o x 1 07 mm.

2 leaves un s igned , A‘

, B
’
, C -E

‘
.

F irs t leaf, refito z Ti tle ; verso : Anatomica l man . Secon d leaf, reEto : ‘To the

ryght worshypful Master George K eable E squ ire verso : blank . A i
,
refi o

The Preface to the gentle Reader.’ A i i i
,
reéto : D eclarat ion for three years, 1 560

61 -62 ; verso : Terms . The Kalendar begin s, B i, refto. C i , reé’to : ‘A ru le to know
the Moones monethes .

’
C iiii, 106 0 : Ru les . D i i i

,
reéto : ‘General rules for the

weather.’ The book ends E i i i
,
verso

,

‘
thus the favour ofGod be wyth you .

’
E i i i i

,

toélo z Colophon in very large type ; verso : blank. There are woodcut in it ia ls in the

book.
Corpus Christ i Col lege, Oxford (Polyg . d . Br it ish Museum ( two leaves ;

Bagford Fragmen ts, Harl .

CLXX I . 1 564 . Leonard D igges . T . Marshe .

Title : A PROGN O I stic ation euerlasting of righ t good
efl efl ,

frutefully augmen I ted by the au thor
,
con tain ing plaine ,

1 68
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CLXXI I I . Ic . A perpe tual Almanack . T . Purfoote .

Title: A blanc ke 85 per I petuall Alman ack
,
sern ing as a me- I

moriall, not on ly for al Marchan tes I and occup iers, to note

what debtes I they haue to paie or rec eiue , in any I mone th or

da ie of the yeare : Bu t also I for any other that wi l l make 86 keepe I
notes of any aétes, deedes , or th inges I that passeth from time to

time (Wor I thy of memory , to be registred) Wh ich I may be

wri tten in th is Almanack
,
or I the l ike that may be made to serue

for I any yeere that you wi l l, noting on I the same , the same date
of the I yeere of our Lorde , that I you wou l d h aue that I Alman

ac k to I serue for . I Also in the ende hereof, ye shal l finde a |
Table for E bb ing and Flowing

, I wi th certa ine other Rules . I
Imprin ted at London in Paules chu rch I yarde , at the signe of

the Lucrece I by Thomas Purfoote . C olopfion : None .

Ofi avo. 148 x 90 mm. 1 6 lea ves unnumbered, A’
and ?B".

A i
,
recto : Title ; verso : the first ha l f ofJanuary . A i i, recto : the secon d hal f of

the mon th. E ach mon th occup ies two pages
,
the fi rst hal f on the verso, the secon d on

the recto. The Kalen dar ends on the recto of the th irteen th leaf (B v i) . The pages
are ru led to provide spaces for notes . O n an average three Sa in ts’days are noted in a

d i v is ion .

‘The first Table of ebb ing and I flowynge,
’
appears on the verso of the

fifteen th leaf (B v i i The second Table
,

’
on the reéto of the s ixteen th leaf (B v i i i i) ;

verso : Terms
,
an d the book en ds. T he Kalen dar is prin ted in red and black .

Glasgow Un i vers ity L ibrary (BD I—C .

Th is was l icensed to Purfoote
,
1 5 1319, and is the forerunner of the modern

pocket d iary . The in formation has been suppl ied by Mr. James C . Gal bra ith
,

L ibrarian ofGlasgow Un i vers ity .

CLXX IV . 1 567 . Leonard D igges . T . Marshe .

Title : A PROGNOSTICATION I enerlasting of right good
effeét, frutefully aug I men ted by the au thor, con ta in ing plaine ,
briefe, pleasan t, I chosen rules to iudge the wea ther, by the Sunne,
Moone

,
Starre , C o I metes

,
Raynbowe , T hunder, C loudes, wi th

other extraord inary tokens
, I not om i tting I publ ished

by I Leonarde D i gges , gen tleman . I Q Impr in ted at London in
Fle testrete

' by I Thomas Marshe nere to SfD unstons C hurc he I
170



Anno 1 567. C olop/lon : {I Imprinted at Lon : I don ,
in Fletestrete ,

nere to S
,
D uns tones I C hurc he , by Thomas Marshe . I

Quarto . 1 86x 100 mm. (the wid th is without the s ide nores) . 2 leaves
uns igned and unnumbered ; A-L i i i in fours ; numbered (wrongly), 1-4 1 ; G iiii blank
and unnumbered ; L i i i i probably blank.

F irst leaf
,
reéto : Title, wi th c ut of Anatom ica l man underneath (the same c ut

appears on E i i i
,
reéto) ; verso : blank. A i i, recto : D ed icat ion to Sir E dward F ines

verso : To the Reader.’ G i i i i is a blank. The Pecu l iar Ka len dar begins on H i
,
and

ends on I iv
,
reéto ; verso : blank. T he General Kalen dar begins on K i . T he book

en ds on L i i i, verso ; FI NI S Co lophon . W oodcut in it ia ls are used as in all ed it ion s .
Brit ish Museum (71 8 . g .

Printed in black letter with some Roman and I tal ic type .

CLXXV . 1 567
- 1 606. Ph i l ip Moore .

J . K ingston for H . Saunderson .

in is c on te ined and set I forthe many
,
and very I perti : I

( rot/J line. ) c u lerly declared .

{I Gathered and se tte forthe by I Ph i l ip Moore , appraétio : I
n e t in Phisic ke

,
and I C hirurgerie . I Imp rin ted at London

,
by

Ibon I Kyngston , for Henry I Saunderson . C alopbon : {I Imprin ted
at London by Ibon K ing I ston for Henry Saunderson , and are I to
be soulde at h is shoppe n eere I to the l i ttle North doore I of
Powles .

octave . Kalendar 1 1 9 x 73 mm. ; Prognosticat ion 1 20 x 71 mm.

a
“

,
B-F

'
,
G’
(B i and B i i i i, s igned b i and b i i i i) .

a i
,
reflo : Title ; verso : Con ten ts ; a i i

,
verso: ‘FI rs te

,
Certa ine necessar ie and

profitable ru les with a woodcut in it ial . 3 v i : Anatomica l man (wh ite figure on

a black ground) . B i i , uns igned : ‘ A fourtie yeres Almanac ke .

’
The Ka len dar begin s

on B i i i, recto. C i : Table to find the s ign of the moon (pr in ted s ideways) . C v i i i, verso
l ist ofFa irs . D v

,
refi o :

‘
(I The names of the kynges of E nglande, s i thence the C on

quest The Prognost icat ions begin on E v
,
recto, with the year 1 567 ; and end

C ii
,
rea o

,
with 1606 ; Colophon ; verso : blan k.

Bodle ian (wan t ing F v and F v i
,
Tan ner,
1 7 1



CLXXVI . 1 57 1
-
72

-

73 . Wi ll iam Bou rne . T . Purfoote .

that is I to saye for the yeare of oure I Lord . 1 57 1 . and 1 572 BC

the Me I ridian of London by Will iam I Bourne student of the

Ma I thematic all sc ience . I {I Imprin ted at London in I Pau les
C hurc hyarde , at the I signe of the Lu crece , by IThomas Purfoote .

C olop/zon : Imprinted at Londo in Paules c hurc heyarde, at the s igne
of the Lucrece I by Thomas Purfoote I 1 567.

O étavo. Kalendar 1 37x 75 mm. ; Prognost icat ion 1 30x 78 mm.

A-G
‘
.

A i
, recto : Title, in a lace border in red and black ; the Kalendar begins on the

verso
,
and ends on re€to of A v i i . O n the verso ofA v i i is the D eclarat ion for 1 5 71

wh ich also in cludes the changes of the moon . B i i
,
recto : the D eclarat ion for 1 572.

O n B i i i i
,
ve rso, is a woodcut ornamen t. B v, recto : the D eclarat ion for 1 573 . Th is

part ends on B vii
,
verso ; ‘

Fmrs
’
; woodcut ornamen t. O n B v i i i

,
recto, the Rules

begin . C i i, recto : the qua l it ies of the Planets. C i i i
,
refi oz

f

( [ The table of the

con ten tes I of these Rules fo lowing the book down to G v i be ing taken up with six

teen Ru les of nav igat ion . O n C v i , is a D iagram of a compass with th irty-two po in ts .

O n D iiii
,
reéto : a Compass with s ixteen po in ts and two movable d ials showin g the

phases of the moon
,
e tc . D v i i i

,
reflo, to E i i i i, recto, are tables . O n F. v i

,
recto : a

D iagram
,
labe l led

,

‘
A SE A I ASTRALA I BB .

’ G i
,
i i
,
are tables . C vi, reéto : Ru les for

the r is ing
,
noonstead, and sett in g of the v i i stars. T he book ends G vii

,
verso ;

Co lophon . G v i i i, refi o : Pr in ter’s mark (McKerrow,
N o. verso : blan k .

Corpus Chr ist i Co l lege
,
Oxford (A. 1 3 . Bodle ian ( imperfeét end ing on

C V
,
and wan ting the movable d ials on D i i i i : Ash .

Th is appears to be the earl iest Seamen’
s Almanack wh ich has surv ived . T he

Fa irs appear aga inst the days of the mon th in the Kalendar as we l l as the Sa in ts .

CLXXVI I . 1 57 1
- 1606. Ph i ll ip Moore .

H . Bynn eman for H . Saunderson .

handic raftes I men : Gathered ou t of C iprianus Leou i I tius
works : I line) Gathered by Ph i l ip More , practi

= |
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CLXXIX . 1 573
- 1 606. Ph i ll ip Moore .

W . W i ll iamson for A . K itson .

yeres, very profitable for all men ,
spec i I ally for Phisitions , C h i

rurgion s , men I of Law ,
Marchan tes

,
Mar iners

,
H usbandemen , I

and H andyc raftes men : Gathered out of I C iprian us L eouitius
works : with the Reno : I lutions in the ende

,
and all the most

nec essa I rye rules that are n eedefull to bee pu t in I anyAlmanac ke .

W i th a Fly for I young Ma

ea I sie to vnder I stand . I Gathered by Ph i l ip More , praéti
- I

c ion er in Ph isic ke and I C hyru rgery. I ‘I Imprin ted [at] London
by W . W i l l iamson I for An thony K itson , dwel l ing in I Powles
C hurc hyarde at I the s igne of the I sunne .

Octavo. Kalen dar
,
1 1 7 x 74. mm. ; Prognos t ica t ion , 1 20 x 70 mm. A-F

‘

(B i and i i not s ign ed , B i i i pr in ted in red ; last leaf blank) .
A i reéto : Title, in a lace border ; verso : con ten ts. A ii

,
verso : ‘

( I Certa ine
necessary and profitable ru les B i i (un s igned) : Almanack from 1 5 73

- 1 606. The

Kalendar begins on B i i i
,
recto . C i : Table to find the s ign the moon is in . C v i i i

,

reéto: woodcut ornamen t ; verso : the l is t ofFa irs begin s . D i i i i , recto : (I The names

of the K ings of E nglan de, s i then s I the Conquest The Prognost icat ion for 1 573
begins on E i i i i

,
recto . The book ends on F v i i

,
recto, with the Prognost icat ion for

1 606 ; woodcut ornamen t ; verso : blank . F viii : blank . There is no c ut of the

Anatomica l man .

Bod le ian (Ash, E . F. Bosanquet.
See Plate XXXI . The Fly for youngMar iners,’was a table to ascerta in the

t imes of the ebb ing and flowing of the t ides by the moon
,
but it is wan t in g in both

cop ies . The Bodle ian copy wan ts F v i i an d v i i i, the other con ta ins on ly twen ty-seven
of the leaves. The head ing to the Prognost icat ions is as fol lows

‘

( I Here fol loweth seuerall dec larac ion s of I the princ ipal l and moste notable
eEec : I t

'

es
,
wh ich for the space of . xxxiiii yeres, are I porten ded to happen , vnder

eche yeres reuolu : I t ion . Col leéted, and trans lated ou t of the I great E phemer ides of
C yprianus L eo I u itius, a man of famous knowe : I ledge in the Mathemat ical ] I
Sc ien ces, by the an : I Ethour aforo: I sa ied .’

CLXXX . 1 576. Thomas D igges . T . Marshe .

Title : A Prognostication euerlastinge of righte I good efi
'

eéte ,

frui tful ly ‘

augmented by the auftour, c ontayn ing plaine , I briefe ,
I 74



pleasant, chosen rules to iudge the weather by the Sunne , Moon e
, I

Starres , Comets, Rainebow I Publ ished by Leonard
D igges I Gentleman . Lately corrected and augmen ted by I Thomas

D igges , h is sonne . I Imprinted at London by Thomas Marsh .

Anno 1 576. C olop/zon : IMPRINTE D AT I London by Thomas l
Marshe . I 1 576.

Quarto. 1 65 x 90mm. (width without s idenotes ) . Two un s igned and un numbered
leaves, A-L‘

in fours (numbered, wrongly, 1 -42) + fo ld ing D iagram (s igned M i), M’
,

N
,
O‘

,
P’. (G i i i i , blank and un numbered .)

First leaf
,
recto : Ti tle ; verso : a c ut of a four-masted warsh ip w ith sun , moon,

and stars in the sky. Second leaf, recto : D ed ica t ion as in other ed it ion s to Sir E dward
F ines . Anatomica l man on E i i i, reé’to (fol. T he firs t part ends on L i i i i

,
reéto,

‘
Fm1s

’
;
-
and catch-word

,

‘A Perfit verso : blank. The Add it ion, begin s with the

fold ing D iagram or table of the C aeles tiall Orbes
,

’
s igned M i ; verso : blank. Second

M i
,
reCto : ‘To the Reader.’ N i , recto : ‘A Perfit D esc ript ion of the C oeles tiall

Orbes .’ P i
,
reEto : E rrors in the Art of Nav igat ion .

’
The book en ds on P ii

,
reCto ;

Colophon ; verso : blank.

B rit ish Museum (wan t ing the blank, 71 8 . g. Emmanuel Col lege
, C am

br idge (6. 3 .

In all the ed it ion s by Thomas D igges the Anatomica l man appears under
the t i tle and on fol. 1 9.

The c ut of the warsh ip probably appears as a compl imen t to Sir E . Fines who
was Lord Adm iral ( it is on ly found in th is ed it ion) ; she carries the Roya l Standard ,
St. George’s Jack, and two other flags with a coat of arms

,
probably the Lord Adm iral’s

own . See Plate XXXIII . The E mmanue l Col lege c opy has the fold ing d iagram
boun d after M i i ; th is is numbered 42 .

CLXXXI . 1 578 . Thomas D igges . T . Marshe .

Title : A Prognostication en erlasting of righ te I good effeéte ,

fruiétfully augmen ted by the auétour
,
c on tayn i ng plain , I briefe ,

pleasaun te, chosen rules I Publ ished by Leon ard D igges I
Gen tleman . Late'ly c orreéted and augmented by I Thomas D igges
h is Sonne . I Imprin ted at London by Thomas Marsh . Anno
1 578 . C olopfion : IMPRINTE D AT I London by Thomas I
MARSHE . 1 578 .

Quarto. 168 x 90 mm. (without s idenotes) . Two leaves uns igned, A-L‘

,

[D iagram,] M
’
, N,

O‘

, P
2

(G iiii blank) .
Th is ed it ion fol lows closely that of 1 576, but omits the c ut of the W arsh ip on

I 7S



the verso ofthe Title . Lfiiii, recto : t s and catch word A Perfit verso : blank .

The Add i t ion begins on M i, rec'to, ‘To the Reader.’ The book ends on P ii, recto ;
Colophon ; verso : blank.

Bodle ian (Sav i l, L. B rit ish Museum (71 8 . g.
The fold ing D iagram is lack ing in both cop ies, and that in the Briti shMuseum

wants the Add i tion . The t itle-page in the Bod le ian copy is defect i ve at the top.

C LXXX II . 1 58 1
-

90 . W i l liam Bourne . Watk ins and Roberts .

Title : An Almanac ke and Progno I stic ation for X . yeeres,

beginn ing I at the yeere of ou r Lorde 1 5 8 1 . and I end in g the

yeere 1 590,
being c al : I c ulated for the Merid ian of London . I

Where in is set downe the change , I ( 14th line) Wri tten
by Wi l l iam Bourne , Studen t and Fract i I c ioner in the Mathe

matic all sc ien ces . I Impr in ted at London by R ichard Wat I k in s
and Iames Robertes . 1 5 8 1 . I C um Priu ilegio . C olophon : Imprinted
at London by I R ichard Watk in s , and Iames I Robertes . 1 58 1 .

O étavo. Kalendar
,
ra4x 77 mm. Prognost ication , 1 27 x 77 mm.

A-F’
,
G“

.

A i blan k, except for a Leaf ’at the bottom on the recto. A 11, recto : Title, in a
l in e border, with the c ut ofa globe be tween the sun and moon , be tween t itle and imprin t ;
verso : blank . A i i i , D ed icat ion : ‘To the r i ght honorable E dwarde, IE arle ofL in colne,
Baron of C l in ton and Say en d in g on verso ; woodcut ornamen t . A i i i i : To the

friendly and curte I ous Reader with a woodcut in it ia l ; en d ing A v i, reéto ; woodcut
ornamen t ; verso : ‘ A note of such bookes as haue I been written by the Author
W i l l iam I Bourne, that are extant in Print .’ The Ka len dar begin s on B i, recto. O n

B vii
,
verso

,
the Almanacks an d Prognost icat ions for the ten years begin

,
each year

taken in order ; first the D eclarat ion
,
then the changes of the moon and prognost ica

t ion of the wea ther for each mon th in the year. F i, recto : Rules of the Moon to

j udge the weather
,
etc . F iiii

,
verso : the Ru les for' B lood lett ing, purgin g, etc . G i,

refi o : the ris ing
,
noonstead and setting of the v i i stars. The book en ds , G i i, recto ;

Colophon ; verso : blank.
Corpus Chr ist i Co l lege

,
Oxford (A . 1 3 .

Aga in st each day in the Ka len dar is the decl inat ion of the sun , and it sta tes

in the preface that this is the first t ime th is has been put in to an Almanack .

C LXXX I I I . 1 58 5 . Thomas Digges. T . Marshe .

Title : A Prognostication euerlastinge of righ t good I effect,
fru i tful ly augmen ted by the auctor, c on tayn ing plaine, briefe , I
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C LXXXV . 1 596. Thomas D igges . W idow Orwin .

Title : A I Prognostication euerlasting of right good I efl
'

eét
,

fru itfu lly augmen ted by the Author, c on tayn ing I p laine , briefe ,
pleasan t

,
c hosen ru les I Publ ished by Leonard D igges I

Gen tleman . Late ly corrected and augmen ted by I Thomas D igges
h is sonne . I Imprin ted at London by the W idow Orwin . 1 596.

Quarto . 1 60 x 94 mm. A-O ‘
-I fol d ing D iagram (fol iated as the

1 5 85 ed i t ion ) .
This ed it ion fol lows c losely

'

Marshe
’
s of 1 5 85 , bu t has the fold ing D iagram bound

between M i i and i i i . The book ends on O i i i i
,
reé’to ; FI NI S

’
; woodcut ornamen t .

B ri t ish Museum (8562 . a . 3 1 ; also Bagford Fragments, Harl . 5937, N os . 85
de d icat ion

, 90 t itle) ; Br itwe l l Court .
The fold ing table is s igned M 3 and numbered 43 in the Bri twe l l copy .

CLXXXVI . 1 598 . J . Ff For E dward Wh i te .

Title : PE RPE TVALL I AND N ATV RAL PROG I NO
STIC ATION S OF TH E I change of weather . I Gathered out

of d ine rs anc ient 56 late I Wr iters
,
and placed in order for I the

common good of all men . I Newly translated ou t of I tal ian into I
E ngl ish , by I . F . I LONDON , I Pr in ted for E dward Wh i te , and
are I to be sold at his shop at the l i ttle I North dore of Paules . I
1 598 .

O é
’
tavo. 1 23 x 64 mm . A-C 8 (first and las t leaves blank) .

A ii
,
recto : Ti tle ; verso : blan k . The Prognost icat ion begins on A iii, with

a woodcut in i t ial R
,
and woodcut orn amen t at the top. The book en ds C v i

,
verso ;

‘
Fmrs

’
; woodcu t ornamen t. C vi i, recto : ‘To the gentle Reader’; verso : ‘The

n ames of the Authors fromwh ich these s ignes are c ole&ed with a woodcu t ornamen t
at the top ; E n ds. C v i i i ; blank .

Bodle ian (W ood . B r itwe l l Court.
fl
,
‘ Th is book is a col lection of say in gs from many wr iters both class ica l and

modern
,
and gi ves the Si gns of ra in

,
s torms an d wind

,
of fa ir weather

,
earthquakes

,

plen ty , abundan ce, etc . ,
e tc the s igns be ing d rawn from the movements of An imals

,

the C loudes , the Ra in bow, E cl ipses, Come ts , etc . See In troduction , p . 69.

C LXXXVI I . [c . 1 600 E rra Pater . T . E ast .

Title : ( I A PROGN O STI I c ation for eu er
,
made by E rra I

Pater a I eWe
,
borne in Iewrie

, I D oétor in Astronom ie and Ph i

1 78



sicke : I veri c profitable to keepe the bod ie I in heal th . And also
Ptholo I meus

,
sayth the I same . I {I Pr in ted by Thomas E ast .

O étavo. mm. A-B’

A i
,
recto : Title, wi th c ut of a man

,
hal f length, between the t i tle and impr in t ;

verso : blank . The Prognos t icat ion begi ns on A ii
,
reéto ; and ends on B v iii

,
refi o ;

‘
FI l

’
; verso : c ut of Shepherd with sheep

,
stars

,
and ra in bow

,
e ither the same or

cop ied from one used in the 4to e d it ion s of the Ka lendar of Shepherds.
Br it ish Museum (58 . k.

fl
,
‘ T he c ut on the Ti tle is not the same as used by W yer. The Cata logue

queries th is ed it ion as about 1 600.

‘79
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C LXXXVI I I . 1 57 1 . Richard Grafton . R . Tottell .

Title : A l i tle trea I tise , c on teyn ing many I proper Table s
and ru les, ve z I ry necessary for the vse of al men

, I The con ten tes
wherof I appe re in the n ext I page folowing . I {I C ollefted and

set forthe I by Ric hardi Grafton . I 1 57 1 . I ( I LON D IN I . I In
mdibus Ric hardi Tottelli . I C um priu ilegio ad impr imen I dum
sol um . C olophon : ( I IMPRINTE D AT LON I DON IN

FLE '

FE STRE TE I wi th in Temple barre at the I signe of the

hand and starre , I by R ich ard Tottell I Anno . 1 57 1 . I C um prin i
leg io ad impr i I mendum solum .

Oélavo. Kalendar 1 1 8 x 62 mm . ; Tables 1 22 x 63 mm . A-FB
,
G’

.

A i
,
recto : Ti t le ; verso : The Con ten tes .’A ii : ‘

TH E PRE FAC E ,
’with a wood

c u t in i t ia l ‘ T.

’
The Kalen dar begins on A viii, reao. B vi

,
reCto : Almanack for

LX years, beginn ing 1 5 72 . B v i i
,

.verso : D iagram to find the Golden n umber
,
etc .

C v
,
verso : blank . F i i i i , verso : blank . The l i st ofFa irs begins on E v i i

,
reé’to . T he

H ighways begin F v
,
reéto. T he book ends G v i ; Colophon . Some woodcut in i tials

are used .

Bodle ian (D ouce, G.

fl
} Th is is the first ed it ion or th is book

,
and con ta ins

,
bes ides the in forma tion

ment ioned above
,
the E bbs and Fludds, and the years of the Kings of E ngland, e tc .

CLXXX IX . 1 572 . R ichard Grafton . R . Tottell .

Title : A l i tle trea I tise , c on teyn ing many I proper Tables
and rule s, ve I ry necessary for the vse I of all men . I ( I The
con ten tes whereof I appere in the next page I folowing . I ‘I C 01
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CXCI . 1 576. [R ichard G rafton . ] J . Walley .

Title : A br ief treatise c on I teinyng many p roper Tables
, I

and easie rules
, verye n ec essarye I and nedefull

,
for the vse and I

c 0moditie of al people, c ol I leéted out of certaine I learned mens I
workes . I The con ten tes whe reof, the page I that fol loweth doeth
expresse . I New ly set forthe and allowed , I ac c ordyng to the

O\ueenes maiesties In iunCtions . I Imp rin ted at Lon I don by Ihon
Waley . I 1 576. C olophon : Imp rinted at London by Iohn Wal ley .

O fi avo. Kalendar 1 22 x 63 mm. ; Tables 1 23 x 63 mm.

A‘

,
A-F’

,
H‘

(Sig. G is om i tted) .
A i

,
reéto : T itle, in a lace border ; verso : D iagram as before

,
but with the words

,

‘North lyn e
,
South lyne, est lyne

,
W est Lyn e

,

’
rad iat ing from the cen tre . A i i

,

rea o : The con ten tes verso : a c ut of God the Father in glory,’at the bottom .

At the bottom ofA nn
,
reé

‘

to : woodcut ornament with printer’s mark (McK errow
,

The Kalendar begins secon d A i
,
rei to. E v

,
verso : D iagram of the sun-ris ing .

The book ends, H iiii, verso ; Co lophon, and c ut of ‘ D av id with a harp ’ pr in ted
s ideways.

Br itish Museum (8610. aa .

CXCI I . 1 579 . [R ichard Grafton . ] J . Wal ley .

Title : A brief treat ise c on I teinyng many proper Ta I b les
and easie rules, very necessarie I and n eedefull

,
for the vse and

c om : I moditie of all people
,
c ol I lecred ou t of c ertayn e I learned

mens I workes . I The Con ten tes whereof, the page I that fol loweth
doeth exp resse . I N ewlye se t foorthe and al lowed , I accord ing to

the Qi eenes I maiesties In iunétion s . I Imp rin ted at L on I don by
Iohn Wal ley . I 1 579 . C olophon : Impr in ted at London by Iohn
wal ley .

Octavo. Kalendar 1 25 x 65 mm. ; Tables 1 20-1 25 x 62 mm.

A‘

,
A-F'

, G’
(G i i, s igned H i i) .

A i
,
reCto : Ti t le, in a lace border ; verso : D iagram as in 1 576 ed it ion . The

D escript ion is the same as the 1 576 ed it ion
,
except the woodcut ornamen t w ith

printer’s mark (McK errow
,
1 8 3 ) appears on the verso of A i i

,
under the c ut of ‘God

the Father
,

’
as wel l as on A i i i i . T he book en ds on G i i i i

,
verso ; Colophon , and c ut

of a King in his tomb
,
from a Horae .

Br it ish Museum ( 1 2203 . aa . Bri twel l Court .
1 8 2



C XC I I I . 1 5 8 1 . Frank Adams . J . Roberts ?

at the I s igne ofy° black Ranen ,
nere I Londo Br idge , 85 are there I

to be sold : or else on the Ryal I E xchange , at the s igne of the ]
h alfe Rose

,
and h alfe Sun I n ext to the north doore , by I Thomas

Frethren . I 1 5 8 1 .

Obl . sextodec imo (pocket-book shape) . 86 x 56 mm. (very variable) .
A-D °

+ 1 0 leaves of sk in and severa l b lanks (B i i and
i i i
,
s igned B i and i i) .

A i
,
refi o : Title

,
wi th in a border with St. Andrew on one s ide and St . Matthew

on the other
,
at the top, clouds with the word GOD in them ; the date is at the foot in

a compartmen t ; verso : the Con ten ts . A i i, reéto : ‘A Rule for the Chaunge of the

Moone
’
; verso : ‘Almanack for xxiiii yeeres .

’
The Kalen dar begins on A iii

,
an d

ends on A v i i i verso. Then fol low e ight leaves of prepared sk in , for wr it ing notes on ,
a blank leaf of paper be ing between each. B i, recto, to B i i i, rééto, con ta in var ious
prayers . Between B ii and B i i i are two more leaves of sk in . At the foot of B iii

,

recto : W e ights and Measures begin
,
en d in g on B i v

,
reéto ; F lms .

’ Attached to B i v
is a fold ing leaf with a wages table

,
etc . B v

,
recto : Terms. The l ist of H ighways

begins on the ve rso . B v iii
,
verso : a descript ion of E ngl ish and Fore ign co ins, the ir

we ight and va lue
,
fo l lowed by s ix pages of woodcuts of the co ins . C v, rei to : a

descript ion of E nglan d and W a les and an ep itome of E ngl ish h istory . Known on ly
from a copy end ing D v i i, verso, with the words

,

‘ by reason wherof H i l lar i
,

’
in the

year 1 563 .

Br it ish Museum (C . 3 2 . a .

fi,
‘ The Fa irs are given aga in st the dates in the Ka len dar

,
and there are a lso

instrui tions how to clean the tables ; these are sa id to be made of as ses’sk in . Th is is
the forerunner of the modern pocket-book and Ka lendar.

C XC I V . 1 5 8 2 . [R ichard Grafton . ] J . Walley .

Title : A bri efe treatise c on I teyn ing many proper Ta I bles
and easie rules, verye nec essarye I and n eedefull, for the vse and

c om I moditie of all people , c ol I lected out of certaine I learned
men s I workes . I The con ten te s whereof, the page I that followeth
doth exp resse . Newly se tte foorth and alowed, I accord ing to the

1 8 3



Queenes I maiesties In iunétion s . I ( I Impr in ted at Lon I don by
Iohn Wal ley, I 1 58 2 . C olophon : Impr in ted at London by Iohn
Wal ley .

O fi avo. Kalendar 1 25 x 66 mm. ; Tables 1 22 x 65 mm.

A‘

,
A-F

’
,
G’
(G i i , s ign ed H i i) .

A i
,
reé’to : Ti tle

,
in a lace border ; verso : D iagram as before . A 11

,
refi o : C on

ten ts ; verso (ar the bottom) : smal l c ut of ‘God the Father in Glory .

’ A i i i
,
recto

Terms . A i i i i
,

refto (at the bottom) : woodcu t ornamen t wi th prin ter’s mark
(Mc K e rrow

,
N o. T he Ka len dar begins on second A i

,
reé’ro. E v

,
verso :

D iagram as before . F v i i
,
verso : double woodcut ornamen t at the bottom

,
the u pper

one con ta in ing the pr in ter’s mark as above . The book en ds G i v
,
verso ; Co lophon ,

and a sma l l c ut of a King in his tomb, from a Horae .

Un ivers i ty L ibrary
,
Cambridge (SSS. 46. B rit ish Museum ( 1 2203 . a .

Britwel l Court .
“w" The rhyme, Thirtie days,

’
etc .,

is on D i i i i, verso .

CXC V . 1 59 1 . W . W . J . C harlwood for T . Adams .

Title : A briefe treatise c on I tayn ing many proper Tables I
and easie Ru les : verie necessarie I and n eedefull

,
for the vse and

c om I moditie of all people, c olleél ed out I of certain e learned
men s I workes . I Perused , corrected , and augmen I ted by W . W . I
The con te nts I ( I N ewely set forth and al lowed ac : I cord ing

I At London , I Pr in ted by Iohn Charlwood
,

-

I for Thomas

Adams . I 1 59 1 .

O ftavo. Kalen dar 1 26x 65 mm . ; Tables 1 24 x 64 mm .

(I
‘

,
A-G’

,
H ‘

(First leaf un numbered , then paginated 3
(I i, refito : Ti tle, in a lace border ; verso : blan k . ( I ii, refto : Conten ts . The

Ka len dar begin s on A i
,
rei to. E v i i

,
verso (numbered D iagram of the sun-r is ing .

T he book ends on H iiii
,
refto ; c ut of a King in his tomb, from a Horae ; verso

blank .

Bodle ian (8vo, J . 1 7. Art”)
Th is 15 Grafton’s book re- issued . The rhyme

,

‘Thirtie days
,

’
e tc .

,
is on

D v i
,
recto . The re IS no Colophon to any of the ed i t ions by W . W .

CXC VI . 1 593 . W . W . W idow C harlwood for T . Adam s .

Title : A I BRIE FE TRE A I tise , c on tayn ing many I proper
Tables and easie IRules . IVery necessarie and needfu l l , for Ithe vse
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c ommoditie of all peo I ple, collected ou t of certain e learned I
mens workes . I Pe rused , corrected and augmen I ted by W. W . I
The Con ten ts whereof

,
the leafe I that next followeth doth I ex

presse . I LONDON . I Prin ted by Valen tin e Simmes forTho Imas

Adams, dwe l l ing in Paules I churchyard at the signe of I the
wh i te Lion . I 1 596.

O fi avo. 1 29 x 63 mm. (without s idenotes) . A‘

,
A-G

’
,
H‘

(paginated as N o. CXCVI ) .
A i

,
reao : Ti tle, in a lac e border ; verso : blan k . A 11 : Con ten ts. A iii : Terms .

The Kalendar begin s on secon d A i, reCto. Lea f 45 is prin ted 54. O n p . 86
,

u nnumbered : D iagram of the sun-ris ing . The book ends on the refto of H i v ;
‘ m s

’
; verso : blank .

E mmanue l Col lege
,
Cambr idge (SS. 7.

The rhyme
,

‘Thirtie days
,

’
e tc . ,

appears on D vi
,
refio, p . 67 ; and the

Almanack for xxxi i years is on D v, verso, p .

CXCIX . 1 598 . Frank Adams. J . Roberts for E . Wh ite .

Title : ( IWr iting Tables I wi th a K alender for I xxiiii yeat es ,
with I sundry n ec essarye I rules . I AT LONDON I Prin ted by
Iames I Roberts , for E dward I Wh i te , and are to be sold I at the
l i ttle North dore of I Paules , at the signe of I the Gunne . I 1 598 .

C olophon : Pr in ted at London by I ames Ro I berts, for E dward
Wh ite

,
and are to be sol d I at the l i ttle North dore of Pau les, I at

the s igne of th e Gun .

Sextodec imo. 86x 57 mm. A-D °

+ 19 blan k lea ves .

A i
,
recto : Ti tle, in a border with figures ofMoses and Aaron , one on each s ide

,

the word GOD at the top an d the date in a compartmen t at the bottom ; verso : Alman
ac k for twen ty-four years . The con ten ts are the same as the 1 5 8 1 ed i t ion

,
except

there is no fold ing leaf wi th the wages table
,
e tc .

,
and the writ in g tables of prepared

sk in are wanting
,
though the blank leaves betwee n wh ich they came rema in ; these

have been fi l led with a manuscr ipt Ca tech ism,
dated 1610

,
and notes of the b irths of

the C holmely fam i ly . The book ends on D v i i i, verso ; 1 Colophon .

E . F. Bosanquet .
See Plate XXXV . The Almanack is from the year 1 5 80 to 1 603 , and the

D escr ipt ion of h istor ica l events goes down to 1 5 87. I t
,

is poss ible the book con ta ined
a fold ing leaf with a wages table on it as in the 1 58 1 ed i t ion , if so, it came between
B i i i i an d B v

,
bu t there is n o appearance of its hav ing been there ; the book is in its

original b ind ing. T he cuts of the co ins are on C i
,
i i
,
and i i i .

1 8 6



CC . 1 600 Robert Triplet or Frank Adams .

For the Company of Station ers .

Title : Wri ting Tables wi th a Kalendar for XX I I I I yeares
wi th sundrie necessarie ru les .

Imprinted for the Compan ie of Stationers.

Oétavo

The book appears to con ta in the same in format ion as the earl ier ed i t ions
, but is

stated to have some leaves defecti ve and to have four cardboard Tablets (?prepared
sk in ) .

Sold at Sotheby’s, 14 January 1 907. The part icu lars are taken from the

catalogue
,
wh ich gives the date as 1 600 and also states that the Tables were made

by Robert Tr iplet . It is not clear i f th is is stated in the book i tse l f ; the ori gina l
Table’s Were made by Fran k Adams

,
who d ied in 1 601

,
and was succeeded by Robert

Tr iple t, who became a freeman of the Stat ion ers’ Company in H e subse

quen tly re- issued these Tables rev ised with his name attached
,
but cou l d n ot have

been the or ig ina l comp i ler as he must have been a ch i l d at the t ime they were made .

Poss ibly the date is taken from the first date in the rev ised Almanack ; but of course
Tr iplet may have revised it be fore Adams’death.
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CHRONOLOGIC AL L IST OF PRINTE D ALMANAC KS AND
PROGNOSTIC ATIONS (CLASSE S B ,

C
,
D, E )

N .B.
—Afigure in hraehetr inaliea ter the nnmher of Lihrarier in which copier or fragment: are to hefi nnd. Boohr

hraeheted together were in ned together . The date; are the year: for which the hoohr were written, the annua l

edition: were generally pr inted the year hefore.

C lass of Book . Author. Printer.
C opieag oi

r

s'
gmen ts

not before 1492 P. W] .J Laet R . Pynson ] 4
° Frag.

e. 1498 P. Pat ron de Worde] 4
° Frag.

1 500 P . W . Parron R. Pynson 4
° 1 c opy

1 502 P. W . Parron IR. Pynson] 4
° Frag .

1 507-1 9 A . [for 1 3 years] W. Red (Rede) R . Pyn son 8 ° or 16° ( 1 c opy imperf. )
1 508

- 19 A. for 1 2 years W . de Worde 3 2
°

2 c op ies (2)
1 5 1 0 A. J . L aet

I
W . V orsterman ] Fol. B . S . 3 c op ies

1 5 16 P . J . Lae t van D oc sborc h] 4
° Frags . (2 )

1 5 1 7 P. J . Laet N . de Grave 4
° Frag.

1 5 1 8 P. J . Lae t
II

. Sc olar] Fol. B . S. Frags . (2 )
1 520 (2 issues) P . J. Lae t Pynson 4

° Frags . (2 )
1 52 2-37 A. for 1 5 years W . de Worde 8 ° 1 copy
1 52 3 A. i Fol . B .S. 1 c opy (defee .

1 52 3 P . J. Laet R . Bankes 4
° 1 copy (defec . )

1 52 3 P. i W . de Worde 4
° Frag .

1 524 P . J . Laet R . Bankes 4
° Frag .

1 52 5-40 A. for 1 5 years i R . Fakes (Faques) 1 6° 1 c opy
1 529 P. J. Laet P . Treveris 4

° 1 copy
1 5 30 A. St P. J . Laet the younger C . V an Ruremunde Fol . B. S .

1 530 P . J. Lae t 8 ° or 1 2
° Frag .

1 530 P. J. Th ibaul t 8 ° Frag .

e. 1 5 30 P. 8 ° Frag .

1 53 3 P. J. Th ibault Raste ll 4
° Frags .

1 53 3 P. J . Laet the younger ’ 8 ° Frags . (2 )
1 534 P. IJ. Laet] 8 ° Frags .

r . 1 534 ? A. for i years [W. de Worde 8 ° Frag .

r. 1 536 ? P. for ever E rra Pater R . Wyer 8 ° 1 c opy
1 536 P. with K . J . Ryc kes J . Byddell 8 ° 1 c opy, 1 Frag . (2)
1 537 A. 8e P. [J. Laet Fol B S Frags . (2)

r . 1 53 8 ? P. for ever E rra Pater R. Wye r 1 c opy
1 539 ? [J. Laet i] Frag.

From th is date all are probably by J . Laet the younger.
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C lan of Book .

1 557 E phemeris

1 558 ? [A. 81 P

d1 558-60 E

p
hemeri es

1 559 A '& P l
1 559
I SS9 I)

1 5 59 A
1 5 59 P

1 560 A. 8: P.

1 560 A
1 560 P.

1 560-62 A. 8: K .

1 561 A. 8: P.

1 561 P.

1 562 A. at P.

1 562 A. 81 P.

1 562 P.

1 563 A. 81 P.

1 563 P .

1 564 A. P.

1 564 P .

1 564 P. ever lasting
e. 1 565 ? P.

r . 1 565 P. for ever
1 566 P.

1 566 A. St P.

1 566 A. 8c P.

1 566 P.

r . 1 566 Blank and per
petual A.

1 567 A. a: P.

1 567 P. everlast ing
1 567- 1 606 A. 8: P.

1 568 A. 8: P.

1 569 Plain perfeét table
1 569 A. 81 P .

1 569 A. 8: P.

1 569 A. 8: P.

1 570 P.

1 57 1 A.

1 57 1-73 A. 8: P.

1 57 1 A. 81 P.

1 57 1 A l i ttle treat ise
1 57 1-1606 A. 8: P. for 37 yrs.

1 572 (2 is
sues)

Author.

1 90

Prin ter.
C apies or Fragmen ts

known .

2 c apies (2 )
Frags .

2 c op ies
Frag .

1 c opy
1 c opy
1 c opy

1 c opy (imperf. )
Fol. B . S . 1 c opy

1 6° 1 c opy
1 6° 1 c opy

4
° 1 c opy, 1 frag . (2 )
8 ° Frag .

16° Frags. 2 )
Fol . B .S . Frags . 2 )

8 ° 1 copy ( imperf. )
1 6° Frag.

1 6° Frag .

1 6° Frag. ( 2 )
8 ° 1 c opy
8 ° 1 c opy
4
°

2 cop ies (2)
8 ° Frag.

8 ° 1 c opy
1 6° 1 c opy
8 ° 1 copy ( imperf. )
8 ° Frag.

1 6° Frag.

8 ° 1 copy
4
° 1 C OPY

4
° 1 C OPY
8 ° 1 copy ( imperf. )
1 6° 1 c opy

Fol . B .S. ? 1 copy (defee .)
8 ° 1 copy
8° 1 copy, I copy

( imperf. ) (z )
1 c opy
Frag .

3 c op ies ( 3 )
1 c opy, 1 c o

s
y

( imperf. (2
8 ° 1 copy
8 ° 1 c opy
8 ° 1 c opy

Fol] B .S.
2 frags. (3 )



C lan of Book .

1 572 [A. ? 81] P .

1 572 A l i ttle treatise
l 573 P. for 20 years

from 1 564
e. 1 573 A br ief treatise

1 573
- 1606 A. P. for 34 yrs.

I 573
1 574
I 574
1 575

e. 1 575
1 576

1 576 A br ief treatise
1 578 P. everlasting
1 579 A br ief treat ise
1 579 A. 8: P .

1 579 A. 81 P .

1 58 1 IA.I
1 58 1 -90 A. P. for 1 0 yrs .

1 58 1 P.

1 58 1 A. sr P.

1 58 1 A. se P.

1 58 1 Writing tablesw i th
a K . for 24 yrs .

1 58 : P.

1 58 2 A brief treatise
1 5 84 [A.]
1 584 A. 8: P.

1 584 P.

1 58 5 P. everlast ing
1 58 7 D ouble A. 8e P.

1 58 7
1 58 8

1 58 8

1 589
1 589
1 589
1 5 89
1 589
1 589
1 590

e. 1 590 ?

1 59 1 (3 issues)
W
w
w
m
w
m
w
w
p
‘

h
—J

a
.

tr iple

Author. Printer.

J. Wal ley
W. W i l l iamson

Watk in s Roberts
Watkins Roberts
Watkin s Roberts

J K ings ton
[Watkms Roberts ?)

T . Marshe

J . Wal ley
T . Marshe

J . Wal ley
Watkins Roberts

C opies or Fragments
known .

Watkins Roberts
[Watkin s 8c Roberts PI
Watkin s 81 Robe rts
Watkins 81 Roberts
Watkin s Roberts
[Watkins Roberts

[J. Roberts
Wa tkins 8c Roberts

J . Wal ley
Watkins Rober ts
Watk in s Roberts
Watkins 8c Roberts

T . Marshe

Watk ins 8c Roberts
[Watkins 81 Robe rts]
Wa tkins Roberts
Watkin s 8L Roberts
W a tkins 8: Roberts
Watkins Roberts
Watkins Roberts
Watkins 8r Roberts
Watk ins Roberts
Watkins Roberts
Watk ins 8c Roberts
Watkins Roberts
Watkin s Roberts



C lass of Book . Author. Prin ter.
C opies

k

o

go
l'

x
gments

1 59 1

1 59 1

1 59 1

1 59 1

1 59 1

1 592

1 592

1 592

l 593
I S93
1 593
I S94

1 595
.

1 595 (z l s

sues)
I S9S
I S9S
l 595
1 595
1 S95
1 595 A bri ef treat1se
1 596 P. ever lasting

-
P

P

P

P

n

e

w
?

W
N

W
W

G2 afise"
1

q 0C

P

?

P

e

a

“
fi

’fi

F

f
v
f
v
h
u

r
u

1 596 P.

1 596 A br ief treatise
1 597 A. 81 P.

1 598 A. 81 P.

1 598 A. 81 P.

1 598 Perpe tual and
natura l P.

1 598 Wr iting tables wi th
a fK. fb r 24. ynL

e. 16oo

1 92

8 ° 1 c opy ( imperf. )
8 ° Frag .

8 ° 1 copy
16° Frags. ofproofshee ts

1 6° 2 frags .
4
°

2 c op ies ( bothimperf. ) (2)
8 ° Frag.

8 ° 1 copy ( imperf. )
8 ° 1 c opy
8 ° Frag.

8 ° 1 c opy
8 ° 1 c opy
8 Frag .

Frag .

8 ° 1 c opy, 1 frag. ( 2 )
8 ° 1 copy ( imperf. )
8 ° 1 c opy
8 ° 1 c opy
8 ° 1 c opy
8 ° 1 c opy
8 ° 1 c opy
4
°

2 c op ies 8efrgs . (2)
8 ° Frag.

8 ° 1 c opy
8° 1 c opy
8 ° 1 copy ( imperf. )
8 ° 2 c op. ( 1 imperf. ) (2)
8 ° 2 cop ies (2)
16° 1 c opy (wan t ing

tablets)
Fol B S . 1 c opy

Frag.

1 c opy
Frags . ( 2)
Frag .

Frag .

Frag .

1 copy (defee . )
8 ° 1 c opy
1 2

° Frag .
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C lan of Book . Author. Printed by or Lic ensed to Authority.

8 vo i Fragmen t sa id
he in the B .

Bagford

Bagford

1 Praétix d at Medlay in Yorkshire. C ontain s a portrait ofK enn ingham.

C opland was fined for printing this w ithout l ic ence (Arber, i,
Ma rshe had a l icenc e for this

,
1 538 (A rber i ,

This is given as An Almanac k with C oxe’s agayn ste sossorers and c oungerers .

1 94

A. Askham
A. Askham
A. Askham

A. Askham (another
ed it ion )
A. Askham

A. Askham
A. Askham
A. Askham
A. Askham
G . Wi l l i ams
H. Low

H . Low

A . Askham
W . K enningham

(C un ingham)
W . K enn ingham
W . Kenningham
G . W i l l iams
H . Lon (Low)
M. Nostradamus

H . Low

Mon s Lady (Moun s

lowe)
M. Nostradamus
[W.] Fulkes
W . Kenn ingham

L. Vaughan , for mer i
d ian ofGlouces ter

T. H i l l
F. C or e

1

M . Nostradamus
W . K enn ingham
M. Nostradamus

W. Powell
W . Powel l
W . Powel l
W. Powe l l

W . Powe l l
T . Marshe

T . Marshe

T . Marshe

T . Marshe

W . Griffi th
T . Marshe

T . Marshe

T . Marshe

J . D aye

J . D aye
J. D aye
J . D aye
J . D aye

W . C opland (wi thout
l icense) for N. E ng
lande 81 J . Kingston

J . Rowbothom

J . D aye
IT. Marshe i]

H . Sutton (at the charge

of Humphery Toy)
H . Sutton

N . E nglande

T . Hackett
H . Sutton

T . Marshe

T. Marshe

IT . Marshe P]
J . Alde 81 J . Audley

R. Wol fe
T . Hac kett
J. Alde

H . Sutton (w i thout
l ic ence)



C lass ofBook . Author. Printed by or Lic ensed to Authority.

A. & P.

N o. LXI

Authorized by my Lorde of London (Arber, i,
Powell was fined for prin ting and selling th is , and also the following for selling it : W i lliam Joh nes, Th

C adman, John H son
,
Garrard Dewes

,
W i ll iam Lohle, R icha rde Harvie, Thomas Hac kett, W ill iam Pekery

Peter Frynshe, W il iam Marten , Jerome G lover, T homas Ma rshe
,
John Hynde, W i ll iam Greffi th, W illiam Shep

Thoma s Skerow, E dmonde Hally, John A lde, Raufe Newberry (A rber, i, pp. 2 1 6-1 8

2
.

Pos sibly Powell’s un l icensed ed it ion .

“ T ransla ted out 0 French into E ngl ish.

IQS

J . Sec uris

F. C oxe

C hr istophorus Stathn
n ings .

[W. ] Fulkes .
D o€tour H aryc ok.

L. D igges
M. Nostradamus

M. Nostradamus
T . H i l l
J . Sec uris

W . C onyngham (C uningham)
Ma ister Bul len s (Wil

l iam Bullen )
V iaoryus Sc ourfylde

G . W i l l iams
M . Nostradamus
H . Lowe

H . Roc heforthe

F. C oxe

Ma ister Buckmaster
(Thomas Buc kmin

ster)
W . C onyngham
H . Roc heforthe

V. Sc ourfylde

J . H ubrygh (H u

bright)
F. C oxe

T . Buc kmaster
H . Low

H . Roc heforth

W . C unn ingham
j. H ewbryght

Maister Gayle.

Maister Brown e
(W i l l iam Bourne ?)

H . Low



C lass of Book . Author. Printed by or Lic ensed to

1 553—97 A. 8: P. for 1 567 G . Wylliams W . Grifli th

1 5—3—3
} A . BC P. Gayle R . Newberry

1 534
} A. 8c P . J . Hubr ight W . Pec kerynge

1 5g“

? A. St P. for 1 567 B. Gaynsforth T . Hacke tt
i gg A. 8: P. for 1 567 R . Raynolds H . D enham

1 534} A. 8: P. for 1 567 H . Roc heforth T . Purfoote

A. 8: P. J . Sec uris T . Marshe

l sg
g A. 8c P. F . C oxe J . Alde

I sgl
’
r

A. 8: P. M. Nostradamus H . Bynnyman .

A. 8: P . for 3 yrs . W . Brown e (Bourne ?) T . Purfoote

1 55
3
-9, A mery P. or 1 567 J . D ernyll W. Pec kerynge

1 567
” T . Buc kmaster J . K ings ton for Garet

D ewes

1 567
’ P. T . Buc kmaster J. K ingston for G. D ewes

1 567 A. T . H i l l [T . Marshe

1 5515 A. St P. for x568 T . Start0ppe R . Newberry
A. St P. for 1 568 H. Low T . Marshe

1 553-g A. 85 P. Ma ister Barn ardyn T . Hac kett

1 51g A. 85 P. for 1 568 J . H ubryghte W . Pec lcerynge
1

i gg , A . P. S. Pembroke W . Gr iffi th
1 5g . A. 8: P. for 1 568 H . Roc hforth H . Bynnyman

1 53—5 A. 8: P. M. Nostradamus J . Wa l ley
A. P. for 1 568 T . Jenkyn son J . Kyngs ton

A. 8c P. for 1 568 Ma ister Johnson A. Veale
1 568

" P. T . B uc kmaster J . Kyngs ton for Garet
D ewes

J . Kyngston for G. D ewes

I Garret D ewes
xggg N . E nglonde

l [R.] Irelonde
1 597

3 T . Marshe

A. Veale

T. Marshe

T. Marshe

T. Hac kett

R. Watkin s
[
R‘

K Irelande
’l

ewberry

J . Roberts
H . Middleton

Probably the ed it ion mentioned by Ames as pr inted by Henry W kes .

8vo ?

Authority.

Bagford

In E . G . D uff’s Century of rbz E ng lirb Book Trade, 1 4 57-1 5 57, I re ande
’
s C hristian name is given as Roger.

1 96

T . Hopkins
H. Lowe

T . Buckmaster, Minister
T. Buc kmaster
Master John son
J . Hubryght

Robert Moore
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IN D EX OF AUTH ORS AN D TRAN SLATORS

The Romanfigur es refer to the edition: in C LASSE S B—E
The Arabicfigures refer to the untraced edition: (CLASS F)
The I ta lic figures refer to the page: in the Introdufi z

'

on

A C v m ; p. 64.

Adams (Frank) . c xcm
,
c xc xx, cc 1 34 ;

PA 70) 71 '

Adr ian J. 26.

Ap ian (Peter) . 7.

Askham (An thony) . xxxvn r
,
x1 1

,

c xu r
,
c xu v

, 9, 1 3 , 14, 1 5, 1 6, 1 7, 1 8 ,
1 9, 20; 2’s 25 5 PF 27) 291 3 01 3 1 1 3 2 '

97
v n

,
1 07 ; p. 40.

xxx1v ; p. 2 8 .

c1. xxv1
,
C LXXXI I

, 79,

Barn ardyn

Bomelius (E l is ) .
Boorde (Andrew) .
Bourne (W i l l iam) .
90 5 PP 67, 68 °

Boyard
,
or Bogard (Lodow icke) . 1 2 .

Brothyel (Matth ias) . xxx 1 1 1 ; p. 28 .

Brown e (W i l l iam) . See Bourne .

Brun fels (O tto) . C Lx1 ; p. 62 .

Brunswike (Frederike van ) . C LXV .
Buckminster

,
or Buckmaster (Thomas)

Lxxxv
,
Lxxxvx

,
1.xxxv11

,
xc r1 1

,
c 1v

, c x1A,

c xm
,
crux, c u v, 67, 73 , 92, 93 , 104,

Bul len [W i l l iam] . 60.

C ox (Franc is) .
P 3 9
Cun ingham

,
or K enn ingham (W i l l iam) .

LX
,
LXI" ) 26: 27» 28> 3 3 : 46: 591 68 1

76 ; P 3 4

D ade (John ) or D (J) . xc rv, c 1, cm , c vr,

cxu ,
cxxx

,
cxxxv

, c xxvr ; p. 46.

v s 43 ) 491 66s 721 8 8

D ernyll 9 1 .

D igges (Leonard) . C v r
, c rxvn , C Lxxr,

C LXX I V
, 5 3 ; p. 63 .

D igges (Thomas) . C LXXX,C LXXX I , C LXXX I I I ,
C Lxxxrv, CLXXXV ; pp. 63 , 64.

E rra Pater. c rx
,
c 1.x 1 1

,
C LX I I I

,
c1 xx 11

,

c nxxxvn
, 4 ; pp. 61 , 62 .

F (J) or (L) .
69 .

Farmer (W i l l iam) . Lxxxtx ; p. 45 .

F ield (John ) . v u
,
C LXIX ; p . 3 3 .

Forster (R ichard) . Lxx1x ; p. 44.

Frende (Gabr ie l) . xc, xe t
,
xc v

,
xc vm ,

xc rx, c u , c v
,
c v11

,
c v111

,
c xm

,
c xv11

,

cxvm
,
c xrx

, cxxu pp. 45 , 46.

Fn ikes [W i l l iam] . 39, 5 1 .

c rxxxvr
,
1 29, 1 30 ; pp. 68 ,

Gasser (Ach i l les xx xv1 .
Gayle J. 78 , 82 .

Gaynsforth (Barnabe) . 84.

Gesner (James) . cx 1. 11 1 .
Goscyne (George) . 1 1 9.

Grafton (R ichard) . C LXXXVI I I
, c 1.xxx1x,

cxc, cxc x, cxc n , cxc iv, 1 28 ; pp. 70, 71 .

Gray (Wa lter) . xcxr, xc vx, c 1x, c xrv ;

p. 46.

Harrys (W i l l iam) . XL
, 10.

H artgill (George) . Lxxxm
,
1 25, 1 33 p. 44.

Harvey (John) . Lxxxvm
,
xc vn ; p. 44.

H aryc ok 52 .

1 98



H euringius or H enringius (Simon) . CXL,

8 , 1 2 5 P 54°

H i l l (Thomas) or H . Lxxm , Lxxv,
CL) C Lxx

s 34s 42: 571 94s 1 22 5 P1”40,

5 6, 65 .

Hopk ins (Thomas) . 1 1 1 .

Hubr ight or H uebrighe or H ewbryght

(Joach im) . LX IX, exu , 7 1 , 77, 8 3 , 98,

1 1 6 ; p. 41 .

J enkynson (Thomas) . 1 02 .

Johnson (W i ll iam) . 103 , 1 08, 1 1 5 .

Kynnet J. 1 26, 1 27.

Laet (Alphonsus) . c xxx1x.

Laet (Jasper) . xv ?, V 111, 1x
,
XA

,
x3 , x1

,

x111
,
x 1v, xv, c xxvm ,

cxx1x, 1 .

Laet (Jasper, the younger) . xxx, xx, xx 111,
xxv

,
xxvr, xxv11, xx1x, xxxn

,
xxxv,

xxxvu ,
c xxxr, c xxxu cxxxxn , 6 1 1 .

Laet (John) . 3 .

Laet
,
Account of the fami ly of, pp. 1 8 , 1 9.

Leovitius (C iprianus) . C Lxxvm .

Lloyd 1 26, 1 27.

Lon (Henry) . See Low .

Longwater (N icolas) . v111 ; pp. 20, 2 1 .

Low (Henry) , or Lon , Loove, Lou, and

Lowe . m ,
1.v1 11

, 1 x1, LXX, 1.xxv11,
CXLV , 23 1 24) 36» 641 743 96:

1 1 2 ;

Moore (Phi l ip) . c1.xxv
,
c rxxvn , C LXXIX,

1 24 ; ML 65 . 66. 67~
Moore (Robert) . 1 1 7.

Motulind (Anton ius de) . x1. 1v,
P 3 3
Mounslowe, orMon slady (Alexander) . 1. 1v

,

LX XXIA
,
Lxxxm

,
Lxxxrv

, 37, 1 2 1 ; p. 3 8 .

Mussemius (John ) . xxx ; p. 26.

N icolson (J ames) . t .

Nostradamus (Michael) . x1.v11 1, xu x
,

LXI V : 3 1 , 3 8 : 45: 471 54) 56) 63 1 89,
nor ; pro

Norton (Humfrey) . Lxxxv ; p. 44.

I 99

cxv
,
cxx

,
c xx111,

Parron (W i l l iam) . v?
,
V I

,
V I I ; p. 20.

Pembroke (Symonde) . 99.

Peter ofMoorbeeke. 1 0.

Rabe la is (Francois) . 1 32

Red or Rede (W i l l iam) . CLv ; p. 5 8 .

Reynolds (R ichard) . 8 5 .

Roc heforth (Henry) . LV
, 65, 69,

75 , 86, 100 ; p. 3 6.

Russe (Wa lter) . 32 .

Ry (Hen ry) . cxxx 1 v .
Rykes (John) . C LX I ; p. 62 .

Sauvage (James) . xxxrx, x1 , cxxxvm ;

PP 29s 3 2 , 5 4°

Sc ourfylde 61
, 70.

Scute (Corne l ius) . xxxx; pp. 26,3 0 (note) .
Sec uris (John) . Lv1

,
Lv11, 1.xv1

,
1. xv111,

1.xx1
,
1. xx11

,
LXXV I

,
LXXVI I I

,
1.xxx 11

,

c x1 vm
, 48 , 58 , 8 7, 1 20 ; pp. 3 8 , 3 9 .

Startoppe (Thomas ) . 95 .

Stathnnings (Chr istophorus) . 50.

Stephens (Thomas) . 1 09.

Th ibault (John ) . xv1
,
xv111 ; pp. 22 , 23 .

Tr iplet (Robert). cc ?
Twyne J. 1 26

,
1 27.

Vaughan (Lewis) . L, pp. 3 5 ,

55

W cx cv
,
cxcv1

,
c xcvn , c xc vm ;

p. 71 .

W alter cxxx 1v
Watson (Robert) .
cxxv ; p. 47.

W esthawe (Robert) . cx, c xw ; p. 47.

W i l l iams (George) . 22
,
29, 62, 8 1 .

Un ident ified . xxx
,
xv11, xxx

,
xxn

,
xx1v,

xxvm
,

x1.v1, x.x11
,
Lxxx, c

,
cx"

,

cxxvn , cxxx, cxxxv, c xxxvx, c xxxvn ,

C XLV I
,
cx1.1x

,
c u r, C LV I, c 1.v11

,

c 1.v1 11
,
c1. 1x

,
C LX IV, c 1.xx11 1, 2, 5, 3 5,

55, 1 10, 1 1 8 , 1 23 , 1 3 1 , 1 3 5.
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Adams (Frank) . c xcm,
1 34.

Adams (Thomas) . cxcv-c xc vn I .
Alde (John) . LN

, 46, 49, 66, 72 , 8 8 .

Alde (J . ) and Audely 43 .

Ban kes (R ichard) . xx, x111, 4 ; p. 2 1 .

Berghem (Adrien van) . 5 .

Bourman (N icholas) . 7.

Byddell (John ) . C LX I .
Bynn eman (Hen ry) . v n

,
c1.xxv1 1

,
89,

Caxton (W i l l iam) . 1 ; pp. 1 7, 1 8 .

C harlewood (John) . cxc v .
C harlewood (W idow) . cxcv1 .
Colwe l l (Thomas) . C Lxxu .

Copland (W i l l iam) . 3 1 .

D aye (John ) . cx1. v1
,
26-30, 3 3 ; p. 55 .

D aye (J) . and Seres (W ) . XL
,
1 0.

D awson (Thomas) . C L11 1 ?
,
C LI V

,
1 3 5 ;

P 5 7
D enham (Hen ry) . Lx 1v

,
Lxxu l

, 79, 8 5 .

D
’
E wes

,
or D ewes (Garrat) . 92, 93 , 1 04,

1 05 , 1 06.

D izle (Henry) . Lxx 1x .
D oesborc h (Jan van) . vm .

D ome (John) . Booksel ler
,
Oxford

, pp. 9,
I O .

E ast (Thomas) . C Lxxxvu .

E ngland (N icholas) . 1. 1v 30, 37, 107.

Faques (R ichard) . CLv1 11 .

Frethren (Thomas) . cxcm .

Gemin i (Thomas) . C LXVI
,
C LXVI I .

Grafton (R ichard) . xxx 1, xxxm
,
xxxvr

,

c xxxrv
, C Lx1v ; p . 53 .

Grave (N icolas de) . 1x .

Griffi th (W i l l iam) . 22
, 62, 8 1 , 99.

Hackett (Thomas) . 3 8 , 45 , 84, 97, 1 1 3 .

Ha l l (Rouland) . e
,
1.x .

Hal ley (E dmun d) . 5 1 .

Harr ison (Luke) . x1 .v1 11
, 5 3 ; p 63 .

Herford (John ) . xxxv, xxxv1 1, xxx1x .
H yll (N icolas) . cxxxvm

, 0 11 1 ; p. 5 4.

Irelande (Roge r) . 1 08
,
1 1 5 .

Jonnes (W i l l iam) .
Jugge (R ichard) .

1.x111
, 76.

cxxx i x ; p. 5 4.

Ke le (R ichard) . c xxxvn l .

Kin gston (John ) . 1.x1x, Lxx1x, C Lxxv
,

CLxxvn , 3 1 , 5 2, 92, 93 , 1 02, 1 04, 1 05 .

Kingston (John ) , and Sutton (Hen ry) .
XLI I I .
Ki tson (Abraham) .
Kitson (An thony) .

1 24.

c rxxrx.

La nt (R ichard) .
27 .

Lobley (M ichae l) . 8 .

xxxx
,
cxxx1v ; pp. 26,

200
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A TA BLE

SHOWING TH E D OMINICAL LETTERS, AN D DATE S ON WH IC H EASTE R
D AY AN D AD VENT FELL IN TH E YEARS 1 500-1600

INCLUSIVE (OLD STYLE )

Year) . E aster. Advent. Years. E aster. Adven t.

November 29
November 2 8

November 27
D ec ember 3
D ec ember 1

November 30
November 29
November 2 8

D ecember 3
D ec ember 2
D ecember 1

November 30
November 2 8
November 27
D ec ember 3
D e c ember 2
November 30
November 29
November 28
November 27
D ec ember 2
D ec ember 1
November 30
November 29
November 27
D ecember 3
D ec ember 2
D e c ember 1

November 29
November 2 8
November 27
I) ec ennber 3
D ec ember 1

November 30
November 29

1 53 5
1 5 36

1 537
1 53 8

1 S39
1 540

1 54 1

1 542

1 543
1 544
1 545
1 546

1 S47
1 548

l 549
1 550

1 55 1

1 552
I SS3
l 554
1 5 55
1 5 56

1 557
1 558

I SS9
1 560

1 56 1

1 562

1 563
1 564
1 565
1 566
1 567
1 568

1 569

20 3



Years . E aster. Advent. Years . E aster. Advent.

Septuagesima is 9 weeks before E a ster .

A sh W ednesday is 46 days before E as ter.
L 11,-ta re or Mid-Lent Sunday is 3 week s before E as ter .

Tr in ity Sunday is 8 weeks after E aster.
C orpus C hrist : is the Thursday after Tr in ity Sunday.

204
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II . Manuscr ipt s tr ip Almanack
,
1 43 3 (E . F . Bosanquet

’
s copy) .

November and D ecember for comparison with N O . III .
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I V (A i i i) . E ngraved Almanack
, 1 59 1 . (Bagford copy . )

R ight hand lower portion
, en
d ing 10March 1 592 .



areamet) [balbcjualpaomynpfhro.¢bc a part) fa
nauseathismobutas for[m oremyreoo [balbeItsbottoms
Qbrybmabe longejourneys (gpylgrpms allnometelpmay
but tome (balbemo115color”bridges of theyrmmpes [o9
they[ballneuercomehomeamia blep mthatnotbegoonto:
bruit!tomakelongejgumc

'

ys formata, [trancequarter/0; the
V (B v) . W . Parron Prognos t icat ion

,
c . 1498 . W . de Worde .

(Bodle ian Copy . )
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w eptmo dEofmaiM Sofparlateothozrbloon;

honourtnaflrolom
'

c oftheperamnmtdlc wrmsrani

uraniumnoglitrntothebouotrc ofremo
onnoglesmo

rations hpngc 19mmtha uiijh ppourmooubgote
fnbe

tramwas longmamm wrmrotour labptotcunon

norsnowmentownsofanomarp infintei otg
eperm)

( principalsrahpng tozmpfunuam
ematrcr101011311113

prolomefi inbiofomrbohemrnmjmartesums
ofpmo

heparinpmmamas quantumsu
'

rtrs altothe some
orthodonti c of.iij.puntt¢smubethalnargb

euehis effort

but abomteweat hersattrrtheetlipamy?warswitbpn
the(mimemorons) tfiftallorpontamwarmers lehetbe
edips anothatoiltrabcohis efirrr. 115fatth

c tfiiunrtion

at(aromas emumarfetgw tj.nanofianpuereinthan )

gra unttagittarins annoppofin
’

onofiuhiteronemore

cha rimapoffenerpece bothebeenin ther eraltarpfianti
thos iiija rpcctuctmpn{aroma s out:moreonereuolw

tionofthegemwozloansmenopng pnotthc tonnein
thefourtqus rtm ofmis pm anoattrherfiiunrtifiofthe

apparitionofthefonneanorhemonc thatfhalberbis pr
.

cc towilpgoefouhcmwereptattiheptpnrppallgopng
fortheremenbmhe«lips oftbemone.
( Mimelow011t new.

il l
'

batmilrightmarks the;

(out: tbflellarponaptmfi s li theeclipoofthemanetheir

manmfpnqmadaturn pnnfipall lotooftbis pcretho!
bewitbjubttcc anomarruriuo toztbei hauethemoot!
sanctumthc tozerapotfiaeuarponzanos tra ngeinputs!
ofinsom nia!(arurnus amars bauerbemoonmpgbt
[ 01thenum eral!chaungeaffli c tions: stom a

annum struts pertmalbetotoweerwith]minus one
pastimes pttheaperoftenchaungeotoonnethems ina
other thetattec fettowhat03pm with(maleream s

0

V II (B v i i i) . Jaspar Laet. Prognost icat ion for 1 5 16. Jan van D oesborc h.

(Tr in ity Col lege, Cambr idge, copy . )
Ti tle and beg inn ing of text.



no pewotourlozbzgob
Ba nn ism

‘

ur.

(Mumgratis ctpgiuitegto.

( J amarl aet.

V III (B x i i i) . Jas par Laet. Prognost icat ion for 1 524.

R . Bankes. (Bagford fragmen t .)
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gg
uabxag tfi .mtt l Xv
mam!met so

flu .

min. am: mom

322m
m 4

H !19 a ow m30 3
t o b

g
atbm
gfi
b
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N a dyyeah but”not .

XII (B xxxvn ) . J . Laet the younger. Almanack and Prognost ication for 1 546.

J . H e rford . (Bosanquet c opy.) Part of an u nfol ded 1 6mo shee t.
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