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PREFACE .

HE N engaged in ed i t ing and comp le t ing T/ze
A r e/i iteetum l H istory of tke Un iver s ity and

Colleg es of Camor ia
'

g e, I devo ted much t ime

and a t tent ion to the es say ca l led The L iora ry .

The s ubjec t was ent ire ly new ; and the more

I looked into it
,
the more conv inced d i d I become tha t

i t wou ld we l l repay fu l ler inves t iga t ion than was then

pos s ib le . For ins tance , I fe l t certa in tha t the Cus toms

affec t ing monas t ic l ibra r ies wou l d
,
i f one cou l d only

d is cover t hem, t h row cons i derab le l igh t on co l leg ia te

s ta tu tes re la t ing to the same subjec t .

The A r chitec tura l H istory ha v ing been pub l i s hed ,
I had le i sure to s tudy l ibrar ies from my new po int of

v iew and
, wh i le t hus engaged , I fortuna te ly met w i t h the

adm irab le paper by Dom Gasq ue t wh i ch he modes t ly

ca l l s S ome N otes on Medieva l Monasti c L iom r ies . Th is

br ie f es say—it oc c up ies only 20 pages
—Opened my eyes

‘

to the pos s ib i l i t ies t ha t lay be fore me , and I g lad ly pla ce

on record here the deb t I owe to the h i s tor ian to whom

I have ded i ca ted th is book .

When I had the honour of de l i ver ing the
.

Rede

Lec ture before the U n i vers i ty of Cambr idge in June

1 894,
I a t temp ted a recons truc t ion of the monas t i c

l ibrary, s hew ing its re la t ions h ip, t h rough its fi t t ings , to
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the co l leg ia te l i b rar ies of Oxford and Cambr idge ; and

I was a l so ab le , fo l low ing the examp le s et by Dom

Gasq ue t in the above—ment ioned es s ay, to ind i ca te the

va l ue of i l lum ina ted manus cr ip ts as i l lus tra t ing the l ife of

a med ie va l s tudent or s c r ibe . In my le c t u res as S anda rs

Reader in B ib l iography , de l ivered before the Un i vers i ty

of Cambr i dge in 1900 , I deve loped the s ubje c t s t i l l

fu r ther, ex tend ing the s cope of my enqu ir ies so as to

inc lude the l ib rar ies of Gree ce and Rome .

In w r i t ing my pres ent book I ha ve a va i led mys e l f

free ly of the th ree works above ment ioned . At the s ame

t ime I ha ve incorpora ted much fres h ma ter ia l ; and I am

g lad to take t h i s opportun i ty of s ta t ing ,
t ha t , w i th the

s ing le except ion of the E s cor ia l
,

I ha ve persona l ly

exam ined and measu red e very bu i l d ing wh i ch I have

had oc cas ion to des cr ibe ; and many of the i l lus tra t ions

are from my own ske tches .

I ca l l my book an E ssay, beca u se I w i s h to ind i ca te

tha t i t is only an a t temp t to dea l , in a s ummary fas h ion,

w i t h an ex treme ly w i de and interes t ing subjec t —a s ubje c t ,
too, wh i ch m igh t eas i l y be s ubd i v i ded into s epara te head s

ea ch capab le of more e labora te trea tment . For ins tance,
w i t h rega rd to l ibrar ies in Re l ig iou s Hous es , I hope to

see a book w r i t ten, dea l ing not mere ly w i t h the way in

wh i ch the books were ca red for
,
but wi t h the subje c ts

mos t genera l ly s t u d ied , as ind i ca ted to us by the ca ta

logues wh i ch have s u rv ived.

A research such as I ha ve had to under take has

na tura l ly invo l ved the c o - opera t ion of numerou s l ibrar ians

and ot hers bo t h in E ng land and on the Cont inent . From

all t hes e offi c ia l s I have
'

exper ienc ed unfa i l ing courtes y

and k indnes s , and I beg t hem to a c cept t h i s co l lec t i ve
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expres s ion of my gra t i t u de . To some ,
howe ver, I am

under such par t i cu lar obl iga t ions , t ha t I w i s h to ment ion

t hem by name .

'

In the firs t p la ce I ha ve to t hank my fr iend s

Dr j a ckson of Tr in i ty Co l lege , Dr Sandys of S . John
’

s

Co l lege, Dr j ames of K ing
’

s Co l lege , and F . J . H .

j enk ins on, M .A . ,
U n i ve rs i ty Libra r ian,

for t he i r k ind

he lp in read ing proofs and mak ing s ugges t ions . Dr

Sandys de voted mu ch t ime to the rev i s ion of the fi rs t

chap ter . As my work dea l s large ly w i t h mona s t i c

ins t i tu t ions i t is a lmos t need les s to s ay tha t I ha ve

consu l ted and re ce i ved effi c ient he lp from my old fr iend

W. H . S t j ohn Hope, M .A . ,
As s i s tant Se cre tary to the

Soc ie ty of Ant iquar ies .

M y resea rche s in Rome were made ea s y to me by

the unfa i l ing k indnes s and rea d y he lp a c corded on e very

oc cas ion by Fa t her C. j . E h r le , S .j . , Prefec t of the

Va t i can L ibrary . M y bes t thanks are a l so due to

S ignor Rodo lfo Lanc iani, to Pro fes sor Pe tersen of the

Ge rman Archeo log i ca l I ns t i tu te , Rome , and to S ignor

Gu i do B iag i of the B i b l iotec a Laurenz iana , F lorence .

A t M i lan Mons ignor Cer ian i of the Ambros ian L ibra ry

wa s s o kind as to ha ve the
' library photographed for

my use.

The cou rteous offi c ia l s who a dm in is ter the grea t

l ibrar ies of Par is w i t h so mu ch ab i l i ty
,
ha ve ass is ted me

in all my resea rches . I w i s h spec ia l ly to t hank in t h i s

p la ce M . Leopo l d De l is le and M . Léon Do rez of the

B i b l io theque Na t iona le ; M . A . F rank l in of the B ib l io

t heq ue Ma z ar ine ; M . H . Ma rt in of the B ib l io t heq ue

de l
’

Ars enal ; and M . A . Pera te, Sou s - Cons erva te u r

du Chateau de Vers a i l les .
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I ha v e a l so to t hank S efior R i cardo Ve lasquez

for h is beau t i fu l e leva t ion of the bookcases in the

E s cor ia l L ib rary ; Fa t her j . van den Gheyn, S . j . , of

the Roya l L ibrary , Brus s e l s , for h is troub le in s hew ing
me , and allow ing me to ha ve photog raph ed , s ev era l

M SS . from the l ibra ry under h is cha rge ; my fr iend s

Mr T . G . j a c k s on , R .A . , A rc h i tec t , for lend ing me

h is s ec t ion of B i s hop Cobham
’

s library a t Ox fo rd ;
E . W . B . N i cho l s on, M .A . , L ibrarian, and Fa l coner

M adan, M .A . , S ub - Librar ian
,
in the Bod le ian L ibra ry

,

for informa t ion respec t ing the bu i ld ing and its contents ;
Mr F . E . B i ck ley of the Br i t is h M useum for m u ch he lp
in find ing and exam in ing MSS . ; and L ione l Cu s t , M .A . ,

D irec tor of the Na t iona l Por tra i t Ga l lery
, for genera l

d i rec t ion and encouragement .

M es s rs Ma cm i l lan ha ve a l lowed me to u se t h ree i l lus

trations wh i ch appear in the fi rs t c hap ter ; Mr M u r ray

has g iven the s ame perm i s s ion for the wood cut of the

carre l ls at G louces ter ; and M es s rs B la des for the

representa t ion of j ames Leaver
’

s book -

pres s .

Las t l y I w is h to t hank the s taff of the U n i ve rs i ty

Pres s for us ing t he i r bes t effor ts to prod u ce the work

rap i d ly and we l l
,
and for many a c ts of persona l k indnes s

to myse l f.

jOHN W I LL I S CLARK .

SCROOPE HOUSE ,
CAMBR IDGE,

S eptember 2 3rd, 190 1 .
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West orie l of the L ibrary at S . John’

s Col lege, Cambr idge
Bookcases in the L ibrary of S . John’

s Co l lege, Cambridge
Bookcases in the L ibrary of Peterhouse . Cambridge
Bookcases in the south room of the Uni vers ity L ibrary , Cambridge

Tofa ce
Bookcase in the old L ibrary of K ing’s Col lege. Cambridge, made with

the bequest of N icholas Hobart , 1659

Ground~

plan of L ibrary , Grantham, L incolnsh ire
R ing and l ink of cha in : Wimborne Minster
Bookpress in the schoo l at Bolton, Lancash ire. From B ibliograpl n

’

ra l

Miscellam
’

es by Wil l iam B lades
Genera l v iew of the L ibrary of the Es c6rial, look ing north Tofizrc

Bookcases in the L ibrary of the Es c6rial on an enlarged sca le
E levat ion of a bookcase , and section of a desk . in the L ibrary of the

Esc drial

Ground-

p lan of the Ambros ian L ibrary a t Mi lan
Interior of the Ambros ian L ibrary a t Mi lan. From a photograph taken

in 1899

Bookcases in the B ib l iotheque Ma z arine , Paris . From a photograph by
Dujard in, 1898

E levat ion of a bookcase and section o f a desk in the B ib l iotheque
Maz arine , Paris

A portion of the bookcases set up in the eastern -wing of the Bod le ian
L ibrary , Ox ford, bu i lt 1610—16 12 . From Loggan

’
s Oxom

'

a I llus

tra la , 1675

Entrance to Wren’
s L ibrary at L inco ln Cathedra l , with part of the

bookcase wh ich l ines the north wa l l
Part of Wren’

s elevat ion of the eas t s ide of the L ibrary of Trinity
Co l lege , Cambridge, with a section of the north range of Nev i le’

s

Court, shewing the door to the L ibra ry from the first floor
E levation of one bay on the east s ide of the L ibra ry of Trin ity Col lege,

Cambridge , drawn to sca le from the ex ist ing bu i lding
Interior of the north - east corner of the L ibrary of Trinity Co l lege ,

Cambridge, shewing the bookcas es , tab le , desk and stoo ls , as

des igned by S ir Christopher Wren .

Ground -

p lan of L ibrary and adjacent parts of S . Paul’s”Cathedra l
London . Des igned by S ir Ch ristopher Wren

S ir Christoph erWren
'

5 L ibrary at S . Paul ’s Cathedra l , London, look ing
north east

Bookcase in the north room of the Uni vers ity L ibrary , Cambridge ,
des igned by James Es sex , 1 73 1

—1734

Inter ior of the L ibrary of the Jesuits at Rhe ims , now the L inger ie d:

1
'

”Wild ! Go
'

m
'

r a l

Ground -

p lan of the L ibrary of the Jesu its at Rhe ims
S imon, Abbat of S . Albans (1 167 seated at h is book -chest.
From MSS . Cotton

Two men in a l ibrary . From a MS . of Le: (as do: mall wurw x nob/es

Izammer ot femmes in the British Museum
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A Carmel ite in his study . From a MS . ofLe A/z
'

roir H is lor z
'

a l in the

British Museum To fa ce
Three mus icians in a L ibrary . From a MS . of a French trans lation of

Va ler ius Max imus , in the British Museum

A b ib l ioman iac at h is des k . From the S h ip of Fools

S . John writing his Gospe l . From a MS . Hour s in the F itz wi l l iam
Museum, Cambridge

S . Jerome writ ing . From an oil pa int ing by Benedetto Bonfigli , in the

Church of S . Peter at Perugia
Circular book desk . From a MS of Fans at Gestes da Roi Alexand i e,

in the Br iti sh Museum

S . Luke wr it ing h is Gospe l . From the Dunois Home, a MS . in the

posses s ion of H . Y . Thompson, Esq .

A lady seated in her cha ir read ing . From a MS . written in France,
early in the fifteenth century .

Screw desk . From a fifteenth century MS . in the Bib l iotheque de

l
’
Arsenal, Paris

H exagona l desk , with centra l sp ike , probab l y for a candle . From a

French MS . of Le M i rozr H is/arm!

A lecturer address ing an audience. From a MS . of L ime dos ms a
'

es

ma llzm rmx nob/es /1ommes e! fer/z ines, written in France at end of

fifteenth century To[a re

S . Mark writing h is Gospe l . From a MS . Hours written in France in
the fifteenth century

The author of T/w Citromo/es of Hum an/t in h is study

S . Jerome in h is study . From Les [Mi rac les do Nostre D ame, written at

the H ague in 14 56

A writer w ith his desk and tab le . From a MS . of Le L ia r: dos

P rop r ze
’

lc‘s dds Clzoses in the British Museum

S . Luke writing h is Gospe l . MSS . Douce, Bodl. Lib . Oxf., No. 38 1

S . Augustine at h is desk . From a pa inting by F ra F i l ippo L ippi a t
F lorence

S . Jerome read ing . From an oil pa inting by Catena , in the Nationa l
Ga l lery , London

A writer at work . From a French trans lat ion of Va lerius Max imus ,
written and i l lum inated in F landers in 1479, for K ing Edward I V.

A scho lar’s room in the fifteenth c entury . From a MS . in the Royal
L ibrary at Brusse ls

Dean Boys in h is L ibrary, 162 2

PAGE
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ASSYR IAN RECORD—ROOMS [CHAR

the pa ins taken to sort the book s unde r va r ious comprehens i ve
heads ; bu t I sha l l not enume ra te the autho rs wh ich fa l l unde r
th i s or tha t d iv is ion.

The ea r l ies t repos i tor ies “

of book s were connected w i th
temples or pa la ces , e i the r becau se p r ies ts unde r a ll c i v i l isa
t ions have been f o r excel/euro the lea rned c la s s

,
wh i le despots

have pa t ron ised a rt and l i te ra t u re ; or because s uch a pos i t ion
wa s though t to offer g rea te r se cu r i ty.

I w i l l beg in wi th A s syr ia , whe re the reco rd - rooms , or we

m igh t a lmos t s ay the l i bra ry, in the pa la ce of A s s u r - ban i - pa l,

XX IX

b e . “
I

M A G
‘

Z‘I

F ig . 1 . Plan of th e Rec ord - Room s in th e Pa la c e ofA s s ur - ban i - p a l , K ing of N ineveh .



I ] ASSYR IAN RECORD - ROOMS

K ing of N ineveh , were d is covered by Mr Laya rd in 18 50 a t

Kouyunjik , on the Tig r is , oppos i te Mos u l . The plan (fig .

taken from Mr Laya rd
’

s work ‘, wi l l shew, bette r than a long
des c r ipt ion, the pos i t ion of these rooms

, and the i r re la t ion to

the res t of the bu i ld ing—wh ich is be l ieved to da te from abou t

700 B .C. The long pas sage (No. XL1X) is one of the ent rances
to the pa lace . Pas s ing thence a long the na rrowe r pa ss age

(No. XL I I) the explo rers soon reached a doo rway (E), wh ich led
them into a la rge ha l l (No. XX IX), whence a s econd doo rway

(F) brought them into a chambe r (No . On the north
s ide of th is room we re two doorways (G , G), each “ fo rmed
by two co lossa l ha s - re l iefs of Dagon,

the fish -

god.

” “The fi rs t
doo rway,

”

s ays Mr Laya rd
,

“

gua rded by the fish -

gods , led
into two sma l l chambe rs open ing into each other, and once
pane l led wi th has - re l ie fs , the g rea te r pa rt of wh ich had been
des t royed . I sha l l ca l l these chambe rs ‘

the chambe rs of

reco rds ,
’

for, l i ke
‘
the hou se of the ro l ls ’

or reco rd s
,
wh ich

Da r i us o rde red to be sea rched for the dec ree of Cyrus conce rning
the bu i ld ing of the Temple of Je rusa leme

,
they appea r to have

conta ined the dec rees of the A s syr ian k ings , as we l l a s the

a rch i ves of the emp i re .

”

Mr Laya rd was led to th i s conc l us ion by find ing , in these
rooms , eno rmou s quant i t ies of ins cr ibed table ts and cyl inde rs
of baked c lay. To a he ight of a foot or more from the floo r
they we re ent i re ly fi l led w i th them ; some ent i re , bu t the

g rea ter pa r t broken into many fragments , probably by the

fa l l ing in of the uppe r pa rt of the documents
appea r to be of va r ious k inds . Many a re h is to r i ca l records of

wa rs , and d is tant exped i t ions unde rtaken by the As syrians ;
some seem to be roya l decrees , and are s tamped wi th the

name of a k ing, the son of E sa rhaddon ; othe rs
l i s ts of the gods , and probably a reg is ter of offe r ings made in
the i r temples
So far Mr Laya rd . S ubs equent resea rches have shewn tha t

these two sma l l rooms—they we re 27 fee t and 23 fee t long
D iscover ies in tile R u ins of N ina /ell and B abylon . 2 vols . , 8vo . Lond . 185 3 .

Vol. p . 343 .

9 E z ra , v i . 1 .

3 Mr Layard g i ves a v iew of the interior of one of these rooms (p . 34 5) after it had
been cleared of rubb ish .

I—2



ASSYR IAN RECORD - ROOMS [CHAR

respect i ve l y, wi th a un i form bread th of 20 fee t—conta ined the
l i tera tu re a s we l l as the offi c ia l doc uments of As syria . The

table ts have been sorted unde r the fo l lowing heads : H i s tory ;
Law ; S c ience ; Mag i c ; Dogma ; Legend s : and i t has been
s hewn (1) tha t the re was a s pec ial funct iona ry to take cha rge
of them ; (2) tha t they we re a r ranged in ser ies , wi th spec ia l
p recau t ions for keep ing the tablets fo rm ing a. pa rt i cu la r se r ies
in the i r proper sequence (3) tha t the re was a genera l ca ta logue,
and p robably a c las s - ca ta logue a s we l l ’.

Excava t ions in othe r pa rts of A s syria have added va l uable
informa t ion to Laya rd

’

s fi rs t d is cove ry . D r Wa l l is Budge, of the
B r i t i sh Mus eum

,
whom I have to thank for much k ind a ss i s t

ance
,
te l l s me tha t “ K ouyunj ik is ha rd ly a good example of a

Mesopotamian l i b ra ry, for i t is ce rta in tha t the table ts we re
th rown abou t out of the i r prope r places when the c i ty was

captu red by the Medes abou t B .C. 609 . The table ts we re kept
on I was d igg ing at De rr s ome yea rs ago we

found the wha t I ca l l ‘Reco rd Chambe r,
’

and we s aw the

table ts ly ing in s itu on s la te she l ves . The re we re, however,
not many l i tera ry table ts the re , for the chambe r was meant to
ho l d the comme rc ia l documents re la t ing to the loca l temple .

D r Budge conc l udes h is l et te r w i th th i s ve ry impor tant sentence
We have no defini te proof of wha t I am go ing to s ay now,but
I be l ieve tha t the b i l ingua l

2 l is ts , wh ich As s u r - ban i - pal had
d rawn up for h is l i bra ry a t N ineveh

,
we re intended ‘for the

use of s tudents .

’

To th is s ugges t ion I wou ld add the fo l lowing . Does not

the pos i t ion of these two rooms
, ea s i ly a cces s i b le from the

ent rance to the pa lace , shew tha t the i r contents m igh t be
cons u l ted by pe rsons who we re den ied adm is s ion to the more
p r iva te apa rtments ? And fu rther, does not the presence of the

god Dagon at the ent rance ind i ca te tha t the l i bra ry was unde r
the protect ion of the de i ty a s we l l as of the

-

sove re ign ?
As a pendant to these As syr ian d i s cove r ies I may ment ion

the vague rumour echoed by Athenmus of extens i ve l i bra r ies
co l lected in the s i x th centu ry befo re our era by Po lycra tes ",

1 L a B ibliotlzégue o
’
u Pa la is de N im

'

ve, par M. Joach im Menant. 8vo . Pari s ,
1880 , p . 3 2 .

2 The two languages are the ancient Sumerian and the more modern Assyrian.

3 Athenaeus , Book Chap . 4 .



ATHEN IAN L I BRAR IES

tyrant of Samos , and Pe is i s t ra tus
,
tyrant of Athens , the la t te r

co l lec t ion, acco rd ing to Au lus Gellius ‘, having been a cces s i b le to
a ll who ca red to use i t . It mus t be admi tted tha t these s to r ies
a re of doubtfu l au thent i c i ty ; and fu rthe r, tha t we have no de ta i l s
of the way in wh i ch books were ca red for in G reece du ring the

go lden age of her l i te ra tu re . Th i s dea rth of info rma t ion is the
more tanta l i z ing a s i t is obv ious tha t pr iva te l i bra r ies mus t have
ex i s ted in a c i ty so cu l t i va ted as Athens and we do, in fact , find
a few not i ces wh ich te l l us tha t s uch wa s the case . Xenophon
for ins tance, speaks of the numbe r of vo l umes in the pos ses s ion
of Euthydemus

,
a fo l lowe r of Soc ra tes and Athenmus record s , in

the pa s s age to wh ich I have a l ready a l l uded
,
the names of seve ra l

book - co l lectors , among whom are E u r ip ides and Aris tot le .

An a l l us ion to the poe t’s bib l iog raph i ca l tas tes has been
de tected in the s cene of The F rog s of Aris tophanes , whe re
[Es c hylus and E u r ip ides are we igh ing ve rses aga ins t each o the r
in the presence of D ionys us . ZEs c hylus exc la ims

K a i ynxe
’

r
’

K0?
"

Zvros , JAN 69 rdv o r adydv

afir o
’

s,
‘
r a

’

1; ‘

v f, Kmpw ocbdiv,
e
’

d s «adrja fiw,
(rvAAa/S

’
oiv ‘

r ai BLBAi
'

a
,

9 n y A A 9 A I

( 70) 86 31) TmV 6
,
1v epw JAOVOV.

Come
,
no more s ingle l ines —let h im bring all

,

H is wi fe
,
h is ch i ldren, h is Cephis ophon,

H is books and everyth ing, h imse l f to boot
I
’
ll counterpoise them wi th a couple of l ines 3

With rega rd to Aris tot le S t rabo has prese rved a t rad i t ion
tha t he “

wa s the fi rs t who made a co l lec t ion of books , and

taugh t the k ings of Egypt how to a rrange a l i b ra ry‘" words
whi ch may be taken to mean tha t A r is tot le was the fi rs t to work
out the a rrangement of books on a defin i te sys tem wh ich was
a fte rwa rd s adopted by the P to lem ies a t A lexand ria .

These not i ces a re extreme ly d isappo int ing . They me re ly
se rve to shew tha t co l lec t ions of book s d id ex is t in G reece bu t

1 N od . Alt. Book V 11. , Chap . 17 . L ibros Athenis disc iplinarum l ibera l ium
pub l ice ad legendum praebendos primus posuisse dic itur P is istratus tyrannus .

2 Xenophon, Memorabi lia , Book IV. , Chap . 2 .

3 Aris toph . Rome, 1407—14 10, trans lated by J . H . Frere. The pas ssage has

been quoted by Caste l lan i , B i blio/erfie noll
’
Aul z

'

c /z i ld, 8vo. , Bo logna, 1884 , pp . 7, 8,

and many others .

Strabo , ed . Kramer, Berl in, 8vo .
, 185 2, Book x 111. , Chap. 1 , 5 5 4 . rrpt

'

b r os 15 11

(OW-GP a'uyaya '

yibv Btflltla , Ka i 611 Al'yiirrnp fiaa tkéa s fitfihtodrjxns oifivr a£w .



L I BRAR IES AT ALEXANDR IA

they g i ve us no ind i ca t ion of e i the r the i r extent or the i r a rrange
ment. I t was left to the Empe ro r H ad r ian to bu i ld the fi rs t
publ i c l i brary a t Athens , to wh i ch , a s i t was na tu ra l ly cons truc ted
on a Roman des ign,

I sha l l re tu rn a fte r I have des c r ibed those
from wh ich i t was in a ll probabi l i ty imi ta ted .

But
,
i f wha t may be te rmed G reece in Eu rope decl ines to

g ive us informa t ion ,
tha t othe r G reece wh ich extended i tse l f

to A s ia Mino r and to Egypt—Grea te r Greece i t wou ld be ca l led
in modern t imes—s uppl ies us wi th a type of l i b ra ry - o rgan i s a t ion
whi ch ha s been of far- reach ing influence .

Afte r the dea th of Alexande r the G rea t (B .C. 323) a G reek
dynas ty, tha t ofthe P to lem ies , es tabl ished i tse l f atAlexand r ia ,

and

another G reek dyna s ty at Pe rgamon. Both we re d i s t ingu i shed
—l i ke I ta l ian despo ts of the Rena is sance—for the sp lendou r and
the cu l tu re of the i r courts , and they ri va l led one anothe r in the
extent and r i chnes s of the i r l i b ra r ies ; but , i f we a re to be l ieve
S t rabo , the l i b ra ry a t Pe rgamon wa s not begun unt i l the re ign
of E umenes I I . (B .C. 197 or 126 yea rs a fte r tha t a t

A lexand ria '.
The l i b ra r ies at Alexand r ia (for the re we re two)—though

far mo re ce lebra ted and more extens i ve than the l i bra ry at Per

gamon—need not, from my po int of view,
deta in us for more

than a moment , for we a re to ld ve ry l i t t le abou t the i r pos i t ion
,

and noth ing about the i r a r rangement . Th e s i te of the ea r l ies t,
the founda t ion of wh i ch is as cr ibed to Pto lemy the S econd

(B .C. 28 5 mus t undoubted ly be sought for
'

w ith in the

c i rcu i t of the roya l pa la ce, wh i ch wa s in the fash ionable qua rte r
of the c i ty ca l led B ruc he ion. Th is pa la ce was a vas t ence inte,
not a s epa ra te bu i ld ing , and, as S t rabo, who v i s i ted A lexand r ia
24 B .C.

,
s ays

,

Within the precincts of the palace is the Museum. I t has a

co lonnade, a lecture- room, and a vas t es tabl ishment where the men
of letters who share the use of the Museum take the i r mea l s
together. Th is Col lege has a common revenue ; and is managed
by a pries t who is over the Museum, an officer formerly ap
po inted by the k ings of Egypt, but, at the present time, by the

Emperor2

1 Book X111.
, Chap. 4 , 2 .

2 Book XV I I Chap . 1 , § 8 . 66
‘

fiao
’

rhelw uépos 601 2m l n) Mova ei
‘

ov, Exou

r eplrra r ov xa l éEédpa v Ka i ofxov p é
‘

ya v , c
'

v q} 1 6 0 1106 17 1011 1 6311 p er exbvrwv 1 017 Mouo
'
efou



L IBRARY AT PERGAMON

Tha t the o lde r of the two l i bra r ies mus t have been in some

way connected w i th these bu i ld ings seems to me certa in from
two cons ide ra t ions . F i rs t

,
a ru le r who took so keen an inte res t

in books as Pto lemy, wou ld as su red l y have kept h is t rea su res
unde r h is own eye ; and, second ly, he wou ld ha rd ly have placed
them at a d i s tance from the spot whe re the lea rned men of

Alexand r ia he l d the i r mee t ings ‘.
At s ome pe r iod s ubsequent to the founda t ion of Pto lemy’

s

fi rs t l i bra ry
, a second

,
ca l led the daughte r of the firs t

’

,
wa s

es tabl ished in - connex ion wi th the Temple of Serap is , a mag

nific ent s t ruc tu re in the qua rter Rhacotis , adorned so lavi sh ly
wi th co lonnades

,
s ta tua ry, and o the r a rch i tectu ra l enr i chments ,

tha t the h i s to r ian Amm ianus Ma rce l l inu s dec la res tha t noth ing
in the wo r ld cou ld equa l i t

,
except the Roman Capi to l “.

Th is br ief not i ce of the l i bra r ies of Alexand r ia shews tha t
the ea r l ie r of the two ,

bes ides be ing in a bu i ld ing ded ica ted to the
Mus es , wa s a l so connec ted in a ll probab i l i ty w i th a pa lace , and the
second w i th a temple . I f we now tu rn to Pe rgamon,

we sha l l find
the l ib ra ry a s soc ia ted wi th the temple and r e

’

neya c of Athena .

The founde r se lected for the s i te of h is c i ty a lo fty and

prec i p i tous h i l l
,
abou t a thousand fee t above the sea - leve l . The

rocky pla teau whi ch fo rms the s umm i t is d iv ided into th ree

g igant i c s teps or te r races . On the h ighes t , wh ich occup ies the
nor the rn end of the h i l l , the roya l pa lace is be l ieved to have been
bu i l t. On the nex t te rra ce

,
to the s ou th , wa s the temple of

Athena ; and on the th i rd , the a l ta r of Zeus . E xte rna l to those
th ree g roups of bu i ld ings , pa rt ly on the edge of the h i l l , pa rt l y
on its s ides , we re "

the res t of the publ i c bu i ld ings . The lower
s lopes we re probably occup ied in anc ient t imes

,
a s at present, by

the houses of the c i t i z ens .

duhoko'ywu dvapd
’

w‘

e
'

err i. 63 rfi 6 11116619 1 0151 7) 11 11 ! xpfipa
'

r a 11 01116. Ka i lepc bs 6 int

Movd elqp, Ter a
-

”d uos 1 61 5 13m) 1 6mflamxéwv vfiv 6
’
1m) Kafcrapos .

1 One of the anonymous l i ves ofApo l lonius Rhodius states that he pres ide d over
the Museum L ibraries (1 6111 1 017 Movoelou).

2 Epiphanius , D e Pond. f t Mons , Chap. 1 2 . é’n 6e‘ fia r cpov xa l ér e
’

pa e
'

yéver o

fitflhtodrjxn 611 Eepa rreltp , umpor épa rfis 7 111111 9 1, 771 11 flu'ydrnp 1131101160017 11 151771 .

3 Ammianus Marce l l inus , Book xx 11.
, Chap. 16, 12 . Atriis c olumnarus ampl is~

s imis et spirantibus ‘

s ignorum figmentis i ta es t exorna tum, ut post Capitol ium quo se

venerab i l is Roma in aeternum a ttollit, n ih i l orb is terrarum ambitios ius cernat. See

a l so Aph thonius , P rogymn. c . X” . ed . Wa lz , Rho/ores Gm’c i , i . 106.
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These magn ifi c ent s t ru c tu res , whi ch won for Pergamon the

d ist inct ion of be ing
“ by far the nob les t c i ty in A s ia

we re in the ma in due to Eumenes the Second , who, du r ing h is
re ign of nea r ly forty yea rs (D.C. 197 was enabled , by the
w ise po l i cy of s upport ing the Romans

,
to t rans form h is pet ty

s ta te into a power fu l mona rchy . The cons t ruc t ion of a l i bra ry
is es pec ia l ly refe r red to h im by S t rabo“, and from the s ta te
ment of V i t ruv i us tha t i t was bu i l t for the de l ight of the wo r ld
at la rge (in communem delec ta tz

'

onem), we may infe r tha t i t was
intended to be pub l i c“. Tha t he was an ene rge t i c book - co l lecto r,
unde r whose d i rect ion a la rge s ta ff of s cr ibes was pe rpe t ua l ly at

work
,
may be ga the red from the we l l - known s to ry tha t h is b ibl io

g raph i ca l r i va l a t Alexand r ia , exaspe ra ted by h is act i v i ty and

s ucces s , conce i ved the ingen ious devi ce of c r i ppl ing h is en

deavours by forb idd ing the expor ta t ion of papyrus . E umenes ,

howeve r, says the ch ron i c le r
,
was equa l to the occas ion

,
and

defea ted the s cheme by invent ing pa rchment“. It is probable
tha t E umenes not on ly began bu t comple ted the l i bra ry, for in

~Ies s than a qua rte r of a centu ry a fter h is dea th (B .C. 133) the las t
of h is des cendants bequea thed the c i ty and s ta te of Pe rgamon

to the Romans . It is improbable tha t they wou ld do mu ch
to increa se the l i b ra ry

,
though they ev ident ly took ca re of i t

,

for n ine ty yea rs la te r, when Ma rk Antony is s a id to have g i ven
i t to C leopa t ra , the numbe r of works in i t amounted to two

hund red thousandfi
.

P l iny, Hist. N at. , Book v Chap . 30. Longeque c laris s imumAs isa Pergamum.

2 Strabo, Book X I I I . , Chap . 4 , 2 . After recount ing the success fu l po l icy of

Eumenes I I . towards the Romans , he proceeds : Ka r ea xe ifiade 6s ofrr os m i

7 6 N1xn¢6ptoi1 dltaet Kar e¢6r evoe, xa l dyadfip a r a it a l fitfihtodfixa s Ka i e
'

1rl 1 011 61186

Karourla v 1 017 Hep
'

ydp ov 7 9711 111711 éxei
‘

yor 1rpoa e¢0toxdltnoe.

3 De Ar t/z z
'

tectura , Book v1i . , Przefatio . The pas sage is quoted in the next note .

4 P l iny, H ist. N at. , Book X I I I . , Chap . 1 1 . Mox wmulatione circa b ibliothecas
regum P tolemae i et Eumenis, sopprimente chartas Ptolemeeo, idem Varro membranas
Pergami tradidit repertas . V itruv ius , on th e other h and (ut supra ) makes Ptolemy
found the l ibrary at Alexandria as a ri va l to that at Pergamon. Reges Attalic i magnis
ph i lo log ize

’

dulc edinibus induc ti c um egregiam bibliothec am Pergami ad c ommunem

delec ta tionem ins tituissent, tunc item Ptolemaeus , infinito z e lo c upiditatisque inc itatus

stud io , non minoribus indus triis ad eundem modum c ontenderat Alexandriae c om

parare .

5 P lutarch , Anto nius , Chap . 5 7 . To a l ist of accusations aga inst Antony for his
subservience to Cleopatra , is added the fact : xapla aaocu a ti-r z

“

; 61:

fitfihtofifixa s, 611 a ir d r ain 1958v 6.1 o 7511 1111 .
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L IBRARY AT PERGAMON

t he i r p la tes , and have condensed my des cr ipt ion of the loca l i ty
from tha t g i ven in the i r work '. I have a l so de r ived much
va l uable informa t ion from a pape r publ ished by A lexande r
Conz e in
Of the temple of Athena onl y the founda t ions rema in

,

bu t its exten t and pos i t ion
'

c an be read i ly a s certa ined . The

enclos ure
,
paved w i th s labs of ma rb le, was ente red at the

south - eas t corne r. It wa s open to the wes t and to the s ou th ,
whe re the g round fa l l s away prec ip i tous l y, bu t on the eas t and
no rth i t was bounded by a c lo is te r in two floo rs . The pi l la rs
of th i s c lo i s te r were Do r i c on the g round - floor, I on i c above .

The he ight of those in the lowe r range , measu red from ba se to
top of cap i ta l

,
wa s abou t 16 fee t, of those in the uppe r range

abou t 9 feet .
Th is enc los u re had a mean leng th of abou t 240 fee t, wi th

a mean bread th of 162 fee t“. The no rth c lo i s te r was 37 fee t
broad

, and wa s d iv ided down the cent re by a row of co l umns .

The eas t c lo is te r wa s of abou t ha l f th is w id th
,
and was

und ivided .

On the no rth s ide of the north clo i s ter, the Ge rman explore rs
found fou r rooms

,
wh ich they be l ieve to have been a s s igned to

l i b ra ry pu rposes . The pla t fo rm of rock on wh ich these chambers
s tood was -nea r ly 20 fee t above the leve l of the floo r of the en

c los ure , and they cou ld only be ente red from the upper c lo is ter .
Of these rooms the ea s te rnmos t is the la rges t , be ing 42 fee t long ,

by 49 fee t broad . Wes twa rd of i t a re th ree others , somewha t
na r rowe r, hav ing a un i fo rm w id th of 39 fee t. The eas te rnmos t

1 Altertumer mm Pergamon , Fol . , Berl in, 1885 , Band 11. Das He i l igtum der

Athena Po l ias N ikephoros , von R ic hard Bohn. The ground-

p lan (fig . 2) is reduc ed
from P late I I I . in that volume .

2 D ie P ergmueni sr/ze B iblz
'

ol/lek . S itz ungsh eric h te der K onigl. Preuss . Akad. der

Wiss . zu Berl in , 1884, 11. 1 2 5 9
—1 2 70 .

3 In my first lecture as Sanda rs Reader at Cambridge in the Lent Term, 1900 , I
pointed out that th is enclosure was of about the same s iz e as Nev i le’s Court at Trinity
Col lege, i f to the centra l area there we add the width of one of the Clo isters ; and that
the temple of Athena was of exactl y the same width as the Ha l l , but about 1 5 feet
shorter. Nev i le’

s Court is 2 30 feet long from the ins ide of the p i l lars supporting
the L ibrary to the wa l l of the Ha l l ; and it has a mean breadth of 1 3 7 feet. I f the
width of the c lo ister , 20 feet, be added to th is , we get 15 7 feet in l ieu of the 162

feet at Pergamon.



1] L IBRARY AT PE RGAMON

of these th ree rooms is a l so the sma l les t
,
be ing only 23 fee t long ;

wh i le the two next have a un i fo rm leng th of abou t 33 fee t .
At the sou th - wes t co rne r of th is bu i ld ing ,

bu t on a lowe r
leve l , and not acces s i b le from i t , othe r rooms we re found , the
us e of wh ich is unce rta in.

We wi l l now re tu rn to the eas te rn room . The founda t ions
of a na r row pla t fo rm or bench extended a long the eas tern,
no rthe rn, and wes te rn s ides , and in the cent re of the no rthe rn
s ide the re was a ma s s of s tone - wo rk wh i ch had evident ly fo rmed
the base for a s tatue (fig . 2 , A). The d i s cove ry of a torso of a

s ta t ue of Athena 1 in th is very room ind i ca ted wha t s ta tue had
occup ied th is command ing pos i t ion, and a l so wha t had probab ly
been the use of the room.

Th i s theo ry was confi rmed by the d is cove ry in the north
wa l l of two rows of ho les in the s tone- wo rk

,
one above the other,

wh ich h ad evident ly been made for the recept ion of bracke ts
,

or ba t tens , or o the r s uppo rts for s helves fi
,
or some piece of

fu rn i tu re . The lowe r of these two rows wa s ca rr ied a long the

eas t wa l l a s we l l as a long the no rth wa l l . Fu rthe r
,
s tones we re

found bea r ing the names of He rodotus , A lcaeus , Timotheus of

M i le tu s , and Home r , evident ly the des igna t ions of po rt ra i t - bus ts
or po rtra i t - meda l l ions and a l so

,
two t i t les of comed ies .

Las t ly, the ve ry pos i t ion of these rooms in connex ion wi th
the co lonnade ind i ca tes the i r use . It wi l l be obs e rved tha t the
co lonnade on the no rth s ide of the a rea is twice a s wide as tha t
on the ea s t s ide—a pecu l ia r i ty wh i ch is s uffi c ient of i ts e l f to
prove tha t i t mus t have been intended for some othe r pu rpose
than as a me re cove red way. Bu t, i f i t be remembe red tha t
l i bra r ies in the anc ient wo r l d were us ua l ly connected wi th
co lonnades (a s was probably the case a t the Se rapeum at

Alexand r ia , and was certa inl y the ca s e at Rome
,
as I sha l l

p roceed to shew)a reason is found for th is d ign ified cons t ruct ion,

and a s t rong confi rma t ion is a ffo rded for the theo ry tha t the
rooms beyond i t once conta ined the famous l i bra ry.

1 Now in the Roya l Museum, Berl in.

2 S imi lar sockets have been d iscovered in the wa l ls of the chambers connected
with the Stoa of K ing Atta lus at Athens . These chambers a re thought to have been
shops , and the soc kets to have supported she l ves on wh ich wares were exposed for
sa le . Conze, u ! supra , p . 1260 ; Adler, D ie S loa dc: K b

'

mgf r Aria/o: z u Alli e” ,

Berl in, 1874 ; Murray 's Handbook for Greece, ed. 1884 , 1. p . 2 5 5 .



ROMAN L IBRAR IES : POLL IO
,
AUGUSTUS [CHAR

When the Romans had taken poss es s ion of Pe rgamon
,
those

who had cha rge of the c i ty wou ld become fami l ia r w i th the

l i b ra ry ; and i t seems to me a lmos t certa in tha t , when the

necess i ty for es tabl i shing a publ i c l i b ra ry at Rome had been
recogn i sed , the splend id s t ru ctu re a t Pe rgamon wou ld be tu rned
to a s a mode l . But

,
i f I m is take not

,
Roman a rch itectu re had

rece i ved an influence from Pe rgamon long befo re th is event
occu rred . Wha t th i s wa s I w i l l ment ion present ly .

-No publ i c l i b ra ry was es tabl i shed in Rome unt i l the re ign
of Augus tus . J u l i us Caes a r had intended to bu i l d one on the

la rges t pos s i b le s ca le, and h ad gone so fa r a s to commis s ion
Va rro to co l lect books for it 1 bu t i t was rese rved for C . A s inius

Po l l io
, gene ra l , lawye r , o ra to r, poe t, the fr iend of V i rg i l and

Horace
,
to devote to th is pu rpos e the spo i ls he h ad obta ined

in h is I l lyr ian campa ign, B .C. 39 . In the s t r i k ing wo rd s of P l iny
“ he was the fi rs t to make men

'

s ta lents publ i c prope rty (z
'

ag em
’

a

/zomz
’

7mm rempablz
'

cam fa il)
”

The s ame wri te r te l l s us tha t he
a l so int roduced the fa sh ion of decora t ing l ib ra r ies wi th bus ts of

depa rted a u thors , and tha t Va r ro was th e only l iv ing wr i te r whose
por t ra i t was adm i tted 2. Po l l io is fu rthe r c red i ted , by S ue ton i u s ,
wi th hav ing bu i l t an a tr ium lz

'

ber ta tz
'

s
s
,
in wh i ch I s i do re

, a

wr i te r of the seventh centu ry , p robably quot ing a los t work of

S ue ton i us , pla ces the l i bra ry, wi th the add i t iona l informa t ion,

tha t the co l lect ion conta ined Greek as we l l as La t in books ‘.
Th e wo rk of Po l l io is rec orded among the ac ts of generos i ty

wh i ch Augus tu s s ugges ted to othe rs . Bu t befo re long the

emperor tu rned h is own a ttent ion to l i b ra r ies , and enr i ched h is
cap i ta l w i th two sp lend id s truc tu res wh ich may be taken a s

types of Roman l i bra r ies ,—the l i b ra ry of Apo l lo on the Pala t ine
H i l l , and tha t in the Campus Ma rt i us ca l led a fte r Octavia ,

s is ter
to the empero r. I wi l l take the la t ter fi rs t .

The P ortz
'

cus Oc ta v ia , or, as i t was somet imes ca l led
,
the

Opera Oc ta v ia
,
mus t have been one of the mos t magn ifi cent

s t ructu res in Rome (fig . It s tood in the Campu s Ma rtins ,

nea r the Thea tre of Ma rc e l l u s , be tween the Cap i to l ine H i l l and
the T i ber. A double co lonnade s urrounded an a rea wh ich

1 Suetonius , Ce sa r , Chap . 44 .

2 P l iny, Na t. H im, Book v11. , Chap . go t -Book xxxv . , Chap . 2 .

3 Sueton ius , Aug usms, Chap . 29.
4 I s idore , Or zgrz

'

nes , Book v 1. , Chap . 5 .



PORTICO OF OCTAV IA

meas u red 44 3 fee t by 377 feet , wi th
‘

j anz
'

, or fou r - faced a rch
ways , a t the fou r co rne rs , and on the s ide next the Ti be r a

0 0 0 °

Metre s Q M

F ig . 3 . Plan of th e Port ic us Oc ta v ia ,
Rome .

From F orm U ré i s R ome Antigua
“

, Berl in, 1896.

double hexa s tyle po rch , wh ich , w i th a few fragments of the

co lonnade , s t i l l ex is ts in a fa i rly good s ta te of pres e rva t ion ‘

Wi th in th is spa ce we re two temples
,
one of J up i te r

, the othe r
of J uno , a a t r ia or ha l l , in wh i ch the S ena te frequent ly met

,

a s c/zola or
“ Conve rs a t ion and two l i bra r ies , the one of

G reek , the other of La t in book s . The a rea and bu i ld ings
we re c rowded Wi th ma s te rp ieces in bronz e and ma rble .

Th i s s t ructu re was o r ig ina l ly bu i l t by Qu intus Me te l l us ,
abou t 146 B .C.

’
One of the temples wa s due to h is own l ibe ra l i ty,

the othe r had been e rected by Dom i t ius Lepidu s
,
B .C. 179. Now

Lanc iani , Ra in: and E x cava tions of Aud en! Rome, ed . 1897 , p . 47 1 . Midd leton,
Anc ient Rome, 1892 , 11. 204 , 205 .

2 N ibby, Roma Antic a , p . 60 1 . [Aug usto] v i agg iunse un luogo per convers are
c h iamato S c/zola .

3 Ve l l . Pa t. , Book 1 Chap . 1 1 . H ic es t Mete l lus Mac edonic us qui porticus quae
fuere c irc umdatae duabus redibus s ine ins’c riptione pos itis , quae nunc Oc taviae portic ibus

ambiuntur, fec e ra t.



L IBRARY OF THE PALAT INE APOLLO [CHAR

twenty yea rs be fore, Mete l l us h ad fough t in a s ucces s fu l campa ign
aga ins t Pe rseus k ing of Macedon ia , in wh ich the Romans had

been ass is ted by Eumenes I I . ; and in B .C. 148, as Prattor, he

rece i ved Macedon ia as h is province . I s i t not pos s i b le tha t on
one or o the r of these o ccas ions he may have v is i ted Pe rgamon

,

and, when des igning h is bu i ld ings in Rome, have copied wha t
he had s een the re ? Aga in,

in B .C. 1 5 7 , C ra tes of Ma l l us , a

d is t ingu i shed g ramma r ian, was s ent from Pergamon as am

bass ador to Rome
, and, be ing la id u p the re

‘ by an a cc ident,

gave lec tu res on g ramma r, in the cou rse of which h e cou ld
ha rd ly have fa i led to ment ion the new l i b ra ry ‘.
The bu i ld ings of Me te l l us were a l tered , i f not ent i re ly

rebu i l t, by Augu s tus , B .C. 33, out of the proceed s of h is vi c to r ious
campa ign aga ins t the Da lma t ians ; wi th the add i t iona l s t ru ctu res
above enumera ted . The s c/zo/a is be l ieved to have s tood beh ind
the temples , and the l i b ra r ies beh ind the se/tola ,

w i th the a tr ia

be tween them“
. Thus the co lonnades

,
whi ch Mete l l us had

res t r i c ted to the two templ es , came at la s t to s e rve the double
pu rpose for wh ich they we re o r ig ina l ly intended in connex ion
wi th a l i b ra ry a s we l l a s wi th a temple .

The temple and a rea of Apo l lo on the Pa la t ine H i l l ,
whi ch Augus tus began B .C. 36 and ded i ca ted B .C. 2 8, exh ib i t
an a rrangement prec i se ly s imi la r to tha t of the Port i cu s Octavia ;
The s i z e was nea r ly the s ame ", and the s t ructu res inc l uded in
the a rea were intended to s erve the same pu rposes . The

temple s tood in the m idd le of a la rge open pe r i s tyle, connected
w i th wh ich we re two l i bra r ies , one for G reek , the othe r for La t in
books and be tween them, used pe rhaps a s a read ing - room or

ves t i bu le , was a ha l l in wh ich Augus tus occas iona l ly convened
the Sena te . It conta ined a co loss a l s ta tue of Apollo ,

‘

made of

g i l t b ronz e ; and on its wa l ls were port ra i t - re l iefs of ce leb ra ted
wri te rs , in the fo rm of meda l l ions , in the s ame ma te r ia l“.

1 Suet. De I llustr . Gramm. c . 2 .

9 Middleton, Anc ient Rome, 1892 , 11. 205 .

3 I have taken these dimens ions from Middleton’

s P lan of the Pa latine H i l l
(a t supra , p . but unti l th e s ite has been excavated they must be more or less
conjectura l .

Middleton, 16111 , 1. 185
—188. The ev idence for the portra its rests on the

fo l lowing passage in the Anna ls of Tacitus i i . 37 , where he is re lating how Hortalus ,

grandson of the orator Hortens ius , be ing reduced to poverty , came with h is four
ch i ldren to the Senate : “ ig itur quatuor filiis ante l imen curiae adstantibus , loco
sententix , c um in Pala tio senatus haberetur; modo Hortens ii inter oratores s itam
imag inem.modo Augusti , intuens , ad hunc modum c oepit.

”



L IBRAR IES I N THE FORUM OF TRAJAN

Of the o the r publ ic l ib ra r ies of Rome—o f wh ich the re are

s a id to have been in a ll twenty- s ix—I need ment ion onl y th ree
a s pos ses s ing some pecu l ia r i ty to wh ich I sha l l have to d raw
a t tent ion. Of these the fi rs t wa s e s tabl i shed by Ti ber i us in h is
pa lace, a t no g rea t d i s tance from the l ib ra ry of Apo l lo ; the
s econd and th i rd by Vespa s ian and Trajan in the i r Fo ra ,

connected in the one wi th the temple of Peace , and in the

othe r w i th th e temple ded i ca ted in honou r of Traj an h imse l f.
Of the fi rs t two of these l i b ra r ies we ha ve no info rma t ion ;

bu t in the ca se of th e th i rd we a re mo re fo rtuna te . The Fo rum

F ig . 4. Plan of th e Forum of Traj an ; a fter N ibby .



L IBRARY OF HADR IAN AT ATHENS

ofTrajan (fig . 4) was excava ted by o rde r of Napo leon I . , and the

extent of its bu i ld ings , wi th the i r re la t ion to one ano the r , is
there fore known wi th approx ima te accu racy. The Greek and

La t in l i b ra r ies s tood to the r ight and left of the sma l l cou rt
be tween the B as ili ca Ul/bia and the Temp lmn D iw

'

Tr aj a ni , the

cent re of wh i ch wa s ma rked by the ex is t ing Co l umn. They we re
ente red from th i s cou rt, ea ch th rough a port i co of five inter
co l umn ia t ions . The rooms , meas u red interna l l y, we re abou t 60
fee t long, by 4 5 fee t b road .

At th is po int I mus t ment ion,
pa renthe t i ca l ly , the l i b ra ry

bu i l t by Had r ian a t Athens . Paus an ias reco rds i t in the

fo l lowing pas s age

Hadrian a lso bu il t for the Athenians a temple of Hera and

Panhellenian Z eus , and a sanctuary common to all the gods . But

most splend id of all are one hundred co lumns ; wa l ls and colonnades
a l ike a re made of Phrygian marble . Here, too, is a bu i ld ing adorned
with a gi lded roof and a labaster and a lso w ith statues and pa intings :
books are s tored in i t. There is a lso a gymna s ium named a fter
Hadrian i t too has one hundred columns from the quarries of L ibya ‘

.

A bu i ld ing ca l led the S toa of Had r ian
,
a g round - plan of

wh ich (fig . 5) I borrow from Mi s s H a rr i s on’

s Myt/zology and

Monuments of Anc ient A t/zens , ha s been i dent ified wi th pa r t at
lea s t of tha t wh i ch Pa usan ia s des c r i bes in the above pas sage .

A lo fty wa l l
,
bu i l t of la rge squa re block s of Pente l ic ma rb le ,

faced on the wes t s ide by a row of Co r inth ian co l umns , enclosed
a quad rangu la r cou rt, mea s u r ing 328 fee t from ea s t to wes t ,
by 2 50 fee t from no rth to sou th . Th i s cou rt , ente red th rough
a so rt of propylai a on the wes t s ide (N), was s urrounded by a

c lo is te r or co lonnade 27 fee t wide, and conta in ing 100 co l umns .

None of those co l umns are s tand ing ,
bu t the i r numbe r c an be

a ccu ra te ly ca l c u la ted from the ma rks of the bases s t i l l to be

seen on the eas te rn s ide of the quad rang le .

With in th i s a rea are the rema ins of a bu i l d ing of unce rta in
use, and a t present onl y pa rt ia l ly excava ted .

On the eas t s ide a row of five chambe rs , of wh ich tha t
in the cent re was the la rges t , opened off from the co lon
nadeh

1 Pausanias , Attic a , Book Chap. 18 , 9, ed . J . G . Fra z er, Vol. p . 26.

2 The above description is deri ved from Miss Harrison’
s book , a t supra ,

pp . 195
—198 ; Pausanias , cd . J . G . Fraz er, Vol. pp . 184, 185 .
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PUBL IC L I BRAR IES OF ROME

recognised and
,
wha teve r may have been the des t ina t ion of the

bu i ld ing wi th in the clo is te red a rea , there c an
, I th ink , be l i tt le

doubt tha t the l i bra ry was conta ined in the five rooms beyond
its l im i ts to the ea s t . They mu s t have been entered from the

c lo is te r, much as thos e at Pe rgamon were . It is poss ib le tha t
Had r ian may h ims e l f have v is i ted Pe rgamon

, for Trajan had

bu i l t an imper ia l res idence the re ; bu t, even i f he d id not do

th is
,
he wou l d accept the type from the g rea t l ib ra r ies bu i l t

a t Rome by Augus tus . I t shou ld be ment ioned tha t S . Jerome
spec ia l ly commemora tes th i s l ibra ry among H ad r ian

’

s wo rks a t

Athens , and says tha t i t wa s of rema rkable cons t ru ct ion (azir i

From th i s brief d ig res s ion I retu rn to the publ i c l i bra r ies of
Rome . In the fi rs t p lace those bu i l t by Augus tu s had a regu la r
o rgan is a t ion. The re appea rs to ha ve been a gene ra l d i recto r
ca l led P r oc ura tor B ibliot/i c ca r zmz A ag us ti

"
; and s ubo rd ina te

offi ce rs for each d iv i s ion : tha t is to s ay, one for the G reek
books , one for the La t in books . Thes e fa ct s a re de r i ved from
ins cr i pt ions found in Co/ztm

‘

oa r ia . Second ly, i t may be conc l uded
tha t they were u sed not me re ly for read ing and reference

,
bu t as

meet ing - pla ces for l i te ra ry men.

The Pa la t ine l i b ra r ies evident ly conta ined a la rge co l le ct ion
of old and new book s ; and I th ink i t is q u i te ce rta in tha t new
books

,
as soon as publ is hed , we re placed the re , un les s the re was

s ome s pec ia l reason to the cont ra ry . Otherw ise the re wou ld be
no po int in the l ines in wh i ch Ovid makes h is book—s ent
from Pontus a fte r h is bani shment—deplore its exc l us ion. The

book is s upposed to c l imb from the Fo rum to the temple of

Apo l lo

S igna peregrinis ubi sunt a lterna c olumnis

Belides et stricto barbarus ense pater
Q ua que viri docto veteres c oepere novique

Pectore lec turis inspic ienda patent.
Q uac rebam fratres exc eptis scil i cet i l l is
Quos suus optaret non genuisse parens

Q uaerentem frus tra custos e sedibus i l l is
Praepos i tus sah eto iuss it abire loc o a

l Euseb ius , C/zron icon, ed . Schone, Vol. p . 167 .

2 Middleton, Anc ient Rome, 1. 186.

3 Tr istia , 111. 5 9.



CONTENTS
, U S E ,

AND ARRANG EMENT

Where, set between each pa i r of columns from some foreign quarry,
are s tatues of the Dana ids, and the i r ba rba rous father with drawn
sword ; and where whate ver the minds of men of old or men of tod ay
have imag ined, is laid '

open for a reader’s use . I sought my breth ren,
save those of course whom the i r father would fa in ha ve never begotten
and, wh i le I was seek ing for them in va in, he who was set over the
room bade me lea ve that ho ly ground.

The second couple t c an on l y mean tha t old books and new

books we re a l ike to be found the re . The gene ra l na tu re of the

co l lect ion,
and its extent , may be fu rthe r ga thered from the

advi ce wh ich Ho race g ives to h is fr iend Ce ls us

Qu id mih i Ce lsus agi t ? monitus multumque monendus
Privatas ut quaerat opes , et tangere vitet

Scripta Pa latinus quaec unque rec epit Apo l lo‘
.

Wha t is my friend Ce lsus about ? he who has been reminded, and
mus t st il l be reminded aga in and aga in, tha t he should draw upon h is
own resources , and be care fu l to a vo id the mul t ifarious w ritings wh i ch
Pa latine Apol lo has

'

taken under h is charge .

A man m igh t s ay now - a - days , Trus t to you r own w i ts , and
don’t go so often to the l i b ra ry of the B r i t i sh Museum.

"

Aul us Gellius , who l i ved A.D . 1 17—180,
speaks of “

s i t t ing
wi th a pa rty of fr iend s in the l i bra ry of the pa la ce of Ti be r i us

,

when a book happened to be taken down wi th the t i t le M.

Ca tonis Nepotis ,
”

and they began a s k ing one anothe r who
th i s M. Ca to Nepos m ight be ”

. Th is l ibra ry conta ined a l so
publ i c record s 3.
The s ame wri te r te l ls a s to ry of a g ramma t i ca l d iffi cu l ty

wh ich wa s to be se tt led by re fe rence to a book in temp/o P a c is ,

in the fo rum of Vespa s ian ; and aga in,
when a pa rt i cu la r book

wa s wanted , “
we hunted for i t d i l igent ly,

”

he s ays , “
and, when

we had found i t in the temple of Pea ce ,
we read

The l i bra ry in the fo rum of Trajan,
o ften ca l led B io/iot/tc ca

U/p ia ,
wa s appa rent ly the Publ i c Reco rd Offi ce of Rome . Au l us

Gellius ment ions tha t some decrees of fo rme r p raeto rs had fa l len
in h is way there when he was look ing for some th ing e l s e , and
tha t he had been a l lowed to read them“

; and a s ta tement of
Vopis c us is s t i l l mo re conc l us i ve as to the na tu re of its contents .

I t te l l s us
, mo reove r, some th ing abou t the a rrangement . In

1 Epist , 1. 3 . 1 7.

2 Noc tc s Atti c re , v . 2 1 . 9.

3 Vopis cus , I l z
'

st. Aug . S c r ipt. , 11. 637 .

4 Au lus Cel l ins , ut supra , XV I . 8 . 2 .

5 Ibid . , xi . 1 7 . 1 .

2—2



PR I VATE L I BRAR IES OF ROME

h is l i fe of the Empe ro r Tac i tu s (Sept . A .D . 27 5—Apr. 276)
Vop is c us s ays

And les t anybody should th ink that I have given too has ty a

credence to a Greek or Latin author, the U lpian L ibrary has in its

s i x th press (a rma r ium) an i vory volume (tibrum c/qo/zantinum) in wh i ch
the fol low ing decree of the Senate, s igned by Tac itus wi th h is own

hand, is recorded, etc . l

Aga in,
in h is l i fe of the Empe ror Aure l ian, th e same wr i te r

reco rd s how h is friend J un i u s Tiberianus , prefec t of the c i ty, had
u rged h im to unde rtake the ta sk , and had a s s u red h im tha t :
“
even the l inen- books (tibr i lintei) sh a l l be brough t out of th e

U l p ian l i b ra ry for you r
Books cou ld occas iona l ly be bo r rowed from a publ i c l i bra ry ,

bu t whethe r from one of those in the c i ty of Rome , I cannot s ay.

The s cene of the s to ry wh ich proves th i s is la i d by Aul us Gellius
a t Ti bu r (Ti vo l i), whe re the l i bra ry was in the temple of Hercu les
—anothe r ins tance of the ca re of a l i bra ry be ing ent rus ted to a

temple . Aul us Gellius and s ome fr iends of h is we re a s s embled
in a r i ch man

’

s v i l la the re at the ho t tes t s ea son of the yea r .
They we re d r ink ing me l ted snow , a proceed ing aga ins t wh i ch
one of the pa rty, a pe r ipa tet i c ph i losophe r

,
vehement ly pro

tes ted , u rg ing aga ins t th e pra ct i ce the a u thor i ty of nume rous
phys i c ians and of Aris to t le h imse l f. But none the le s s the

pa r ty went on d r ink ing snow - wa te r . Whe reupon “ he fe tched
a t rea t ise by A ri s to t le out of the l i bra ry of Ti bu r, wh ich was
then ve ry conven ient l y a ccommoda ted in the temple of Her

cu les
,
and brought i t to us

,
s aying But I need not fin ish the

quota t ion,
a s i t ha s no bea r ing on my spec ia l subjec t .

I t is probable tha t nume rou s co l lect ions of book s had been

got toge the r by ind i v id ua l s in Rome , befo re i t occu rred to

Augus tus and h is fr iend s to e rect publ i c l i bra r ies . One s uch
l ib ra ry

,
tha t be long ing to the r i ch and l u xu r iou s Lu cu l l us , has

been not i ced a s fo l lows by P l uta rch 4 °

1 Flavn Vopis c i Tac itus , c . 8 .

2 Id Aureliam ts , c . 1 .

3 Noc tes Atti c ce, x 1x . 5 .

4 P lutarch , Lucu llus , Chap . XL I I . Z r ovafis 6
’

615m Ka i Aé‘you rd 1repi r hu n fiu fltflhlwv

xa r aoxeufiv . «oil yap r ohhd, Ka i yeypa tméva «ak in , o
'
vvi

'

ryc , i; 7 6 xpfims 77V ¢thor taor épa

Ti): K‘
rfiaews, dueméuwv r aw. 7 631! fitflh todnxd

‘

w, Ka i 1 6311 m p! (1 137 81: 7rept1rd
-

r wv Ka i axoha
'

ornplwv dxwh ifi
‘

rws uwoaexouévwv diam-

p c ls Movo
' d

‘

w n Ka r a
'

ydrytou e
‘x c 'i d e

¢0tr ibyr a s Ka i a vvdinuepeéour a s dhhfihozs , da b 7 63» c
'

ihhwv xpeufiv dop évws oinor péxovr a s .



LUCULLUS , SENECA

H is procedure in regard to books was interes ting and remarkable .

He co l lected fine cop ies in large numbers ; and i f he was sp lendid in
the i r acqu is ition, he wa s more so in the i r use. H is l ibraries were
access ible to all

, and
“

the adjoining co lonnades and reading- rooms were
free ly open to Greek s , who, gladly escaping from the routine of bus ines s ,
resorted th i ther for fami l iar converse

,
a s to a shel ter pres ided over by

the Muses .

The Romans were not s low in fo l lowing the example set by
Lucu l l us and a l i bra ry presently

'

bec ame ind ispensable in every
house , whe ther the owne r ca red for read ing or not. Th is fash ion
able c ra z e is denounced by Seneca (wri t ing abou t A .D . 49) in a

vehement ou tbu rs t of ind igna t ion,
wh ich conta ins so many va l u

able fac ts abou t l i b ra ry a rrangement , tha t I w i l l g i ve a free
t rans la t ion of i t .

Outlay upon s tud ies
,
bes t of all outlays

,
is reasonable so long only

as i t is kept w i th in certa in l imi ts . Wha t is the use of book s and

l ibraries innumerable
,
i f scarce in a l i fetime the master reads the titles?

A student is burdened by a crowd of authors
,
not ins tructed ; and i t is

far better to de vote yourse l f to a few
,
than to lose your way among a

mu lt itude .

Forty thousand beaks were burnt at Alexandria . I leave others to
pra ise th is splend id monument of roya l opu lence, as for examp le L i vy,
who regards i t as

“
a noble work of roya l tas te and roya l thoughtfulness .

”

I t was not tas te , i t was not though tfulness, it was learned extra vagance
—nay not even learned, for they had bough t the ir books for the sake of

show, not for the sake of learning—jus t as with many who are ignorant
even of the lowes t branches of learning books are not instruments of

study
, but ornaments of d ining- rooms . P rocure then as many books a s

wi l l suffi ce for use ; but not a s ingle one for show . You w i l l rep ly
“ Outlay on such objects is pre ferable to extra vagance on plate or

pa intings .

”
Excess in all di rections is bad. Why shou ld you excuse

a man who wishes to possess book - presses inla id w i th a rbor - vita wood

or i vory ; who gathers together masses of authors e i ther unknown or

d iscred i ted ; who yawns among his thousands of books ; and who

der ives h is ch ie f del ight from the i r edges and the i r tickets ?
You wi l l find then in the l ibraries of the mos t arrant idlers all

that orators or h istorians have w ritten - book- cases bu i lt up as h igh as

the ce i l ing. Nowadays a l ibrary ta kes rank with a bathroom as a

necessa ry ornament of a house . I cou ld forgi ve such ideas , i f they
were due to extravagant des i re for learning. As i t is

,
these productions

of men whose gen ius we revere, pa id for at a h igh price, wi th the i r
portra i ts ranged in l ine abo ve them,

are got together to adorn and

beauti fy a wa l l '.

1 De Tr anqu il/Hate An imi , Chap . 1x. S tudiorum quoque quse liberalis s ima

impensa est, lamd in rationem habet quamd iu modum. Q uo innumerabiles l ibros et



PR I VATE L I BRAR IES OF ROME

A l ibra ry was d i scove red in Rome by S igno r Lanc iani in
1883 wh i le excava t ing a house of the 4th centu ry on the

Es qu i l ine in the modern V ia de l lo S ta tu to. I wi l l na rra te
the d is cove ry in h is own wo rd s .

I was struck , one a fternoon, w i th the appearance of a rather
spacious ha l l [i t was about 2 3 feet long by 1 5 feet broad] , the wa l ls
of wh i ch were p la in and unornamented up to a certa in he ight, but
beauti ful ly decorated above in s tucco- work . The decoration cons i sted
of fluted pilas ters , five feet apart from centre to centre, enclos ing a

pla in square surface , in the middle ofwh i ch there were meda l l ions , a lso
in s tucco- work, two feet in diameter. As a lways happens in these cases ,
the frame was the only we l l - preserved portion of the meda l l ions . Of

the images surrounded by the frames , of the meda l l ions themsel ves ,
absolute ly noth ing was le ft in s z

'

tzt
, except a few fragments p i led up

at the foot of the wa l l , wh i ch , however, could be identified as having
been representat ions of human faces . My hope that, at las t, a fter
fi fteen years of excavations , I had succeeded in d iscovering a l ibrary,
was confirmed beyond any doubt by a legend, written, or rather
pa inted, in bright red colour on one of the frames . There was but
one name POLONIVS but th is name told more p la inly the

purpose of the apartment than i f I had di scovered there the actua l
book - she lves and the i r contents ’.

When I had the pleas u re of meet ing S igno r Lanc iani in
Rome in Apri l , 1898, he mos t k ind ly gave me h is own s ketch

b ibl iothecas quarum dominus v i x tota v ita ind ices perlegi t? onerat dis c entem turba,
non ins tru it, multoque satius est paucis te auc tori bus tradere , quam errare per multos .

Q uadraginta m i l ia librorum Alexandrize arserunt : pulc herrimum reg ize opulentix

monumentum a l ius laudaverit, s ic ut et L i v ius , qui elegant/a reg um currequc cgr cg t
‘
um ia

'

opus ait f uisse : non fuit elegantia illud aut cura , sed stud iosa luxuria , immo ne

stud iosa qu idem, quoniam non in stud ium sed in spec tac ulum c omparaverant s ic ut

plerisque ignaris et iam servilium literaru in l ibri non s tudiorum instrumenta sed

c oenationum ornamenta sunt. Pa retur i taque librorum quantum satis s it, n ih i l in
adparatum. Honestius

”
inquis

“ hoc impens is quas in Corinth ia p ic tasque tabulas
efl

'

uderim.

”
Vitiosum es t ub ique quod nimium es t. Qu id habes c ur ignosc as bomini

armaria citro’

a tque ebore captanti , corpora c onquirenti aut ignotorum auctorum aut

improbatorum et inter tot mi l ia librorum oscitanti , c ui voluminum snorum frontes
max ime p lacent titulique ? Apud des idios iss imos ergo videbis quicquid orationum

his toriarumque es t, tecto tenus exstruc ta loc ulamenta . I a in enim inter ba lnearia et

thermas b ibl iotheca quoque u i necessarium domus orna inentum expolitur . Ignosc erem

p lane, s i s tudiorum nim ia c upidine oriretur : nunc ista c onquis ita , c um imaginibus suis
des c ripta , sacrorum opera ingeniorum in s pec iem et c ultum parietum c omparantur.

With th is pas sage may be compared Lucian
’

s tract II pbs drra ldeur ou Ka i woAAd fl iflhla
dwor

'

meuov. My friend Mr F . Darwin informs me that the Latin citrus , or Greek
Kéapos, is the con i ferous tree ca l led T/m ia a r ticu/ata : Cattitr z

'

s oumir iva lw
'

s . S ee

Hehn, K i t/tu rpfi a nz cn , Berl . 1894 . Eng] . Trans . p . 43 1 .

Lanc iani , Anc ie nt Rome, 8vo . 1888, p . 193 .



1] HOU SE I N VIA DELLO sm r ur o

of the p i la s te rs and meda l l ion, taken a t the moment of d is cove ry
I am the refo re able to reproduce exac t ly (fig . 6) one compa rt
ment of the wa l l of the l i b ra ry above des c r ibed . The he ight

F ig . 6. E leva t ion of a s ingle c omp artment of th e wa l l of th e L ibrary d i s c overed
in Rome , 1883 .

From notes and measurements made by S ignor Lanc iani and Pro f. Middleton.

of the blank wa l l be low the s tucco - work , aga ins t wh ich the

fu rni tu re conta ining the books s tood
,
has been la id down as

abou t 3 feet 6 inches , on the a utho r i ty of P ro fes so r Midd le ton‘
.

The rema ins of the meda l l ion are s t i l l to be s een in the Museo
del Orto Botan i co

,
Rome . The pe rson commemora ted is ob

v ious ly Apo l loni us Tyaneus , a Pythago rean ph i losophe r and

wonde rworke r , sa id to ha ve been bo rn abou t fou r yea rs befo re
the Chris t ian era .

A s im i la r room wa s d is cove red a t He rcu laneum in 17 54 .

A fu l l a ccount of the d is covery was drawn up a t once by
S igno r Paderni , keepe r of the He rcu laneum Museum,

and ad

d res sed to Thomas Ho l l is , E sq .
,
by whom i t wa s s ubmi t ted to

the Roya l Soc ie ty. I wi l l ext rac t , from th is and s ubs equent
le t te rs , the pa s sages tha t bea r upon my s ubjec t.

1 Ana
'

ent Rome, ed . 1892 , 11. 2 5 4 .



L I BRARY AT HERCULA-NEUM [CHAR

N ap les , 2 7 Apr i l, 1754.

place where they are d igging, at present, is under 11 B asra a
’
r
'

the bu i ld ings disc over
’

d in th is s ite are noble
one there has been found an enti re l ibrary, c ompos

’

d of volumes of the
Egyptian Papyrus , of wh i ch there have been taken out about 2 5 0

To Me same.

18 Oc tober , 17 54.

yet we have only entered into one room,
the floor of wh i ch is

formed of mosa i c work, not unelegant . I t appears to ha ve been a

l ibra ry, adorned with presses, inla id wi th d ifferent sorts of wood,
d isposed in rows ; at the top of wh i ch were corn i ces

,
as in our own

t imes .

I was bur ied in th is spot more than twelve days
,
to carry off the

volumes found there ; many of wh i ch were so perished, that it was
impos s ible to remove them. Those wh i ch I took away amounted to

the number of th ree hundred and th i rty- seven, all of them at present
uncapable of be ing opened. These are all written in Greek characters .

Wh i le I wa s busy in th is work I observed a large bundle, wh i ch , from
the s iz e, I imagined must conta in more than a s ingle volume . I tried
w i th the utmost care“

to get i t out, but cou ld not
,
from the clamp and

we igh t of i t. However I perce ived tha t i t cons isted of about 18 vo lumes ,
each of wh i ch was in length a pa lm and th ree Neapol i tan inches , be ing
the larges t h i therto di scovered. They were w rapped about wi th the
bark of a tree and covered at each end w ith a piece of wood . All these
were written in Latin, as appears by a few words wh i ch broke ofi

~ from
them. I was in hopes to have got s ometh ing out of them,

but they are
in a worse cond i tion than the Greek 2

From S ir j . Gr ay, B a r t.

29 Oc tober , 17 54.

have lately met w i th more rol ls of P apyn
’

of d ifferent
length s and s iz es , some w ith the Umbz

'

lz
'

a zs rema ining in them : the

greater part are Greek in sma l l Epicurean Ph i losophy
is the subject of another fragment .

A sma l l bust of Epicurus , w i th h is name in Greek characters
,
was

found in the same room
,
and was poss ibly the ornament of that part of

the l ibra ry where the w ritings in favour of h is princip les were kept ; and
i t may a l so be supposed that some other heads of ph i losophers found in
the same room were placed with the same taste and proprietys.

Be tween 17 5 8 and 1763, the p lace was
“ v i s i ted by Wincke l

mann
,
who wro te long le t te rs in I ta l ian,

des c r ib ing wha t he saw,

to Cons ig l ie re B iancon i , Phys i c ian to the K ing of S axony ,
One of these , da ted 1762 , g ives th e fo l lowing a ccount of the

l i bra ry

1 P h il. Tram . , Vol. x1.v111.
, P t 2 , p . 634 .

2 [biz/q p . 8 2 1 .

3 Mid , p . 82 5 .
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RECORD HOUSE OF VESPAS IAN

The gene ra l a r rangement and re la t ion to adjo in ing s t ruc tu res
w i l l be unders tood from the plan (fig . The room was abou t

J .H.M

F ig . 7 . Pla n of th e Re c ord- H ous e of Ve s pa s ian , w ith th e adjo in ing s tru c tures .

12 5 fee t long by 6 5 fee t broad , w i th two ent rances
,
one on the

no rth - wes t
,
from the Forum P a c z

’

s
, th rough a hexa s tyle po rt i co

(fig . 7 . the o the r on the north - ea s t , th rough a squa re - headed
doo rway of t ravert ine wh ich s t i l l ex is ts 1) toge ther w i th
a cons ide rable po rt ion of a ma s s i ve wa l l of Vespa s ian'

s t ime .

Afte r a res to ra t ion by Ca ra ca l la the bu i ld ing came to be ca l led
Templam S a c ra Urbz

'

s . It wa s fi rs t cons ec ra ted as a chu rch
by pope Fe l i x IV . (5 26 bu t he d id l i t t le mo re than
connec t i t w i th the H eroon R0

mzclzf and bu i ld the apse

The who le bu i ld ing was mer

c i les s ly mu t i la ted by pope U rban
V I I I . in 1632 ; bu t fo rtuna te ly a

d raw ing of the inte r io r had been
made by P i rro L igo r io in the

second ha l f Of the S i x teenth C6 11 F ig . 8 . Pa rt o f th e interna l w a l l of th e
t u ry

,
when the o r ig ina l t rea tment °f v°3 Pa S iam

Reduc ed from a sketc h taken in the i 6th

of the wa l ls was prac tlc a lly i ntac t . c entury by Pn ro L igor io.



I] S I ZE OF ROLLS AND MODE OF HOLD ING

I g i ve a reduced copy o f a sma l l po rt ion of th is d rawing (fig .

As Lanc iani says

The wa l ls were divided into three horiz onta l bands by fine ly c ut

corni ces . The upper hand was occup ied by the windows the lowe r
was s imply l ined with marble s labs co vered by the
conta ined the middle one was incrusted wi th tars ia
work of the rarest k inds of marb le w i th pane ls representing panopl ies ,
the wol f with the infant founde rs of Rome, and other a l legorica l scenes '.

I expla ined a t the beg inn ing of th i s chapte r tha t my s ubjec t
is the ca re of books , not book s themse l ves ; bu t, a t the po int
wh i ch we ha ve now reached in rega rd to Roman l i bra r ies

,
i t is

neces sa ry to make a few rema rks abou t the i r contents . It mus t
be remembe red , in the fi rs t p lace , tha t those who fi t ted them up
had to dea l w i th ro l ls probably of papyrus

,
bu t

pos s ib ly of pa rchment ; and tha t a book , as we unde rs tand the
wo rd , the La t in equ i va lent for wh i ch was codex , did not come

into gene ra l us e unt i l long a fte r the Ch ri s t ian era . Some po ints
about th ese ro l l s requ i re not i ce .

The leng th and the wid th o f the ro l l depended on the ta s te or
conven ience of the write r ‘J

. The contents we re wri t ten in co l umns
,

the l ines of wh ich ran pa ra l le l to the long d imens ion“
,
and the

reade r, ho ld ing the ro l l in bo th hands , ro l led up the pa rt he had
fin ished w i th h is le ft hand , and un ro l led the unread port ion
w i th h is r ight . Th i s way of dea l ing wi th the ro l l is we l l shewn
in the accompanying i l l us t ra t ion (fig . 9) reduced from a fres co
at Pompe i i “. In mos t examp les the two ha l ves of the ro l l a re
t u rned inwa rd s , a s for ins tance in the we l l - known s ta t ue of

Demos thenes in the Va t i can“
. The end of the ro l l wa s fas tened

Lanc iani , Ruins of Anc ien t Rome, pp . 2 13
—2 17 . H e describes and figures

L igorio
’

s e levation, from MS . Vat. 3439, in Conum
'

ss iouc A r cheolog z
’

c a Commmle di

Roma , Ann. x . S er . IL , 1882 , pp . 29
—
5 4 . See a lso Midd leton, Anc ient Rome, 1892 ,

11. 1 5
—19. The plan of Rome cal led the Cap ito l ine P lan , because it is now pre

served in the Museum of the Cap ito l , was fixed to the north - east wa l l (fig . 7 .

2 The average length of a ro l l may be taken at 20—30 ft. the width a t 9
—1 1 in.

S ee T/Ic Patwog
‘

rap/zy of Gr rck P apyr z
'

,
by F . G . Kenyon, Oxf. 1899, Chap . 11.

3 The breadth of these Co lumns from le ft to r ight was not grea t, and the ir length
was cons iderab l y shorter than the w idth of the ro l l , as a marg in was le ft at the top
and bottom.

A rt/fc ltfld (ti E r colano. Fol. Napo l i , 1779. Vol. V . , Tavo la 5 5 , p . 243 .

5 In th is statue the rol l is a res toration, but a perfectly correct one . I t is orig ina l ,
and s l igh tl y d ifferent, in the repl ica of the statue at Knowle Park , Sevenoaks , Kent.
See a paper on th is statue by J . E . Sandys , L itt.D . , in Al i /anger Ic

'

l, 1898 ,

PP 423
—
428



ORNAMENTS OF ROLLS

to a stic k
, (usua lly re fe r red to as umbi/z

'

cns or It is

obvious tha t th i s wo rd ough t prope rl y to denote the ends of the

F ig . 9 . A reader w ith a ro l l : from a fres c o a t Pompeu .

s t i ck on l y, but i t was cons tant l y appl ied to thewho le s t ick , and
not to a pa rt of i t

,
a s for ins tance in the fo l lowing l ines

nam me vetat

Inc eptos o l im promi ssum carmen i ambos
Ad umb i li c um adducere '.

heaven forb ids me to cover the scrol l down to the stick
with the iambic l ines I had begun— a song promised long ago to the

world.

These s t icks we re some t ime s pa inted or g i l t , and fu rni shed
w i th project ing knobs s imi la r ly deco ra ted

,
intended to

se rve bo th as an o rnament , and as a cont r i vance to keep the
end s of the ro l l even

,
wh i le i t wa s be ing ro l led up . The s ides of

the long d imens ion of the ro l l (frontes) we re ca re fu l ly cut , so

as to be pe rfect ly symme tr i ca l
,
and afte rwa rd s smoothed wi th

pumi ce - s tone and co lou red . A t icke t (index or tz
'

tulzcs
,
in G reek

1 Horace, Epoa’es , X IV . 5
—8 . Comp . Ma tt ial, Ep igr amr, W . 89 . Ohe ! l ibe l le ,

Iam pervenimus usque ad umbilicos .



ORNAMENTS OF ROLLS

a r
'

M wBoc or ofr r uBoe), made of a p iece of papyrus or pa rchment
,

was fa s tened to the edge of the ro l l in s uch a way tha t i t
hung out ove r one or othe r of the ends . As Ovid s ays

Cetera turba pa lam titulos ostendet apertos
E t sua detecta nomina fronte geret

'
.

The others w i l l flaunt the i r titles openly
,
and carry the i r names on

an uncovered edge.

The ro l l wa s kept c los ed by s t r ings or s t raps (tom), us ua l l y
of some br ight co lou r

"

; and if i t wa s s pec ia l ly prec iou s , an en

velope whi ch the G reeks ca l led a ja cke t made of

pa rchment or some othe r s ubs tance
,
wa s provided . Says Ma rt ia l

Ferfer Atestinw nondurn vulgata Sabina:
Carmina , purpurea sed ni odo cu lta toga

‘

Convey to Sabina a t Ateste these verses . They ha ve not yet been
pub l ished, and have been but lately dres sed in a purple garment.

Ma rt ia l ha s combined in a s ing le ep ig ra tn mos t of the

o rnaments wi th wh ich ro l ls cou ld be deco ra ted . Th is I wi l l
q uote nex t , p rem i s ing tha t the o i l of ceda r, or a rbor - w

'

tw,
amen

tioned in the second l ine not only impa rted an ag reeable ye l low
co lou r

,
but wa s he l d to be an ant i s ept i c“.

Faustin i fugis in s inum? sapis ti.

Cedro nunc l icet ambules perunc tus
E t frontis gemino dec ens honore
Pic tis luxurieris umbilic i s

,

E t te purpura de l i cata velet,
Et cocco rubeat superbus inde x 6

H is book had s e lected the b ib l ioman iac Faus t inu s as a

pa t ron. Now
,
s ays the poe t , you sha l l be ano inted wi th o i l of

’

1

.

Tri rtz
'

a , 1. i . 109.

2 Ca tullus
'

(xx11. 7)says of a ro l l wh ich had been got up with specia l smartness
Nov i umb i l ici , lora rubra , membrana
D irecta p lumbo , et pumice omnia aequata .

3 Lucian, Adv . 1ndoct. , Chap . 16. Epzigr ams , X . 93 .

5 My friend M. R . j ames , Litt.D . , of K ing
’

s Co l lege , has k indl y g i ven me the

fol lowing note : In the apocrypha l Assumption of Moses Joshua is told to
‘cedar "

Moses
' words = ro l l s), and to lay them up in Jerusa lem :

“ quos ordinabis et

c hedriabis et repones in vas is fic tilihus in loco quem fecit [Deus ] ab initio c reaturae

orb is terrarum.

"
As sump . Mos . , ed . Charles , 1. 1 7 . S ee a lso Duc ange, s .v . Cedria .

V itru vius (11. i x . 13) says “
ex cedro oleum quod c edreum dic itur nas c itur, quo

re l iquae res c um s int unc tae, uti etiam l ibri , a l ime is et carie non laeduntur.

"
S ee above ,

p . 2 2 .
6 Envnms , 111. i i . 6.



BOOK - BOX OR CAPSA. L I BRARY—F ITTINGS [CHAR

ceda r ; you sha l l reve l in the deco ra t ion of bo th you r s ets of

edges ; you r s t icks sha l l be pa inted ; you r cove r ing sha l l be
pu rple , and you r t i cke t s ca r le t .
When a numbe r of ro l l s h ad to be ca rr ied from one pla ce to

anothe r, they we re put into a box (s c r z
’

rzz
'

um or c opra ). Th is
receptac le wa s cyl indr i ca l in shape

,
not unl i ke a mode rn ha t- box

‘
.

I t was ca r r ied by a flex ible hand le
,
a t tached to a r ing on each

s ide ; and the lid wa s he ld down by wha t look s ve ry l i ke a

mode rn lock . The e ighteen ro l l s , found in a bund le a t Herc u

laneum,
had doubtles s been kept in a s im i la r recepta cle .

My i l l us t ra t ion (fig . 10) is from a fres co a t He rc u laneum.

I t wi l l be not i ced tha t
each ro l l is fu rni shed wi th
a t i cke t A t th e
fee t of th e s ta t ue of De

mos thenes a l ready refe r
red to , and of tha t o f

Sophoc les , are copra ,
both

ofwh i ch show the flex ib le
hand les .

I wi l l nex t co l lec t the
info rma t ion ava i lable re

spect ing the fi t t ings used
in Roman l i b ra r ies . I

adm i t tha t i t is s ca t te red
and imper fect ; but leg i t ima te deduct ions may,

I th ink , be

a rr i ved a t from i t , wh ich w i l l g i ve us to le rably ce rta in ideas

of the appea rance of one of those co l lect ions .

The wo rd s u s ed to des igna te s uch fi t t ings are : m
’

dzzs fon t/us ,

or mo re us ua l lyfor ltlz
'

loc zz/czmcnta ; p lzttc zts ; peg
-mam.

N z
'

a
’
us need s no explana t ion. It c an only mean a pigeon

ho le . Ma rt ia l u ses i t of a bookse l le r , a t whose shop h is own

poems may be bough t .

F ig . 10. B ook - box or c ap s a .

De primo dahit alterove m
’

do

Rasum pum i ce purpuraque c ultum

Denari s t ibi qu inque Mart1a lem"
.

Ov id (Tr z
'

stia , 1. i . 105 ) addres s ing h is book , says
Cum tamea in nostrum fueris penetra le rec eptus

Contigerisque tuam, scrin ia curva , domum.

2 b l gr ams , I . 1 1 7 .



WORDS USED FOR L I BRARY - F ITT INGS

Out of h is firs t or second pigeon- hole, po l ished w ith pumi ce stone,
and smart with a purp le covering, for five denari i he wi l l give you
Ma rtia l .

In a s ubsequent epig ram the wo rd occu rs wi th re fe rence to

a pr i va te l i b ra ry
,
to wh ich the poe t is send ing a copy of h is

wo rks .

Ruris bibl iotheca de l icati ,
V ic inam videt unde lector urbem,

I nter carmina sanc tiora s i qu is
Lasc ivae fuerit locus Thaliae,
Hos m

’

o
’
o l ice t inseras vel imo

Septem quos t ibi mis imus libellos ’.

0 l ibrary of that we l l - appo inted vil la whence a reader c an see the

City near at hand— if among more serious poems there be any room for
the wanton Muse of Comedy, you may p lace these seven l i ttle books I
send you even in your lowes t pigeon- ho le .

Fora/us orfor a/{ oc c urs in the fo l lowing pa s sages . S ueton i u s ,
a fte r des c ri b ing the bu i ld ing of the temple of the Pa la t ine Apo l lo
by Augus tus , adds ,

“ he pla ced the S i byl l ine books in two g i l t
receptac les (for a/is ) unde r t he bas e of the s ta tue of Pa la t ine
Apo l lo ”

; and j uvena l , enume ra t ing the g i fts tha t a r i ch man

is s u re to rece i ve i f bu rnt out of house and home
,
s ays ,

Hic l ibros dahit, et for a/or, mediamque Minervam
3

The wo rd is of unce rta in de r i va t ion, but form ,
of wh ich i t is

c lea r ly the d im inu t i ve , is u sed by V i rg i l for the ce l ls of bees

Complebuntque fora:
~
et floribus horrea texent

‘

The above - quoted pas s age of j uvena l may the re fo re be

rendered :
“ Anothe r w i l l g i ve books , and ce l ls to put them

in
,
and a s ta tue of Mine rva for the m idd le of the room .

The wo rd loc zclamcntzmz is expla ined in a pas sage of

Co l ume l la , in whi ch he g i ves d i rect ions for the mak ing o f

dovecotes

Let sma l l stak es be p laced close together, w i th plank s la id acros s
themto carry cel ls (tocu/amerzta ) for the birds to bu i ld the i r nests in, or
sets of p igeon—ho les made of earthenware “.

Epzjg r ams , V I I . 1 7.

2 Suet. Aug . 3 1. L ibros S ibyllinos c ondidit duobus [om /is auratis sub Pa latini
Apollinis bas i .

3 Sa t. 111. 2 19. Georg . IV . 2 50.

5 D c Re Rusti co , V I I I . 8 . Paxillis ada c tis tabulae superponantur ; qua vel

loc ulamenta qu ibus nidific ent a ves , vel fic tilia co lumbar ia , rec ipiant.
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In a s econd pa ssage he u ses the s ame wo rd for a beeh ive ‘
;

Vegetius , a wri te r on ve ter ina ry s u rgery , uses i t for the socke t
of a ho rse’

s tooth i
’

; and V i t ruv iu s , in a mo re genera l way, for a

case to conta in a sma l l p iece of mach ine ry“. Gene ra l ly , the wo rd
may be taken to s ign i fy a long na rrow box

,
open a t one end,

and, l i ke m
’

d/cs and fora/us , may be t rans la ted
“ pigeon- ho le.

”

S eneca , aga in, appl ies the wo rd to book s in the pa s s age I

have a l ready t rans la ted , and in a s ingu la r ly ins t ru c t i ve manne r.
You wi l l find ,

”

he s ays
,

“ in the l i bra r ies of the mos t a rrant id le rs
a ll tha t o ra to rs or h is to r ians have wri t ten—bookca ses (loc ula
mc /zta) bu i l t up as h igh a s the

c ma tcz
,
for the wo rd gene ra l ly occu rs in the pl u ra l

,
a re , as

the name impl ies , th ings fixed togethe r, us ua l l y planks of wood
framed into a pla t fo rm,

and u sed in thea t res to ca rry p ieces of

s cene ry or pe r forme rs up and down. As appl ied to book s
“
she l ves ”

a re probably meant : an inte rpreta t ion bo rne out by
the n c s t

,
in wh i ch i t is s ta ted tha t “ window - frames and

pcgma ta a re inc l uded in the pu rcha se of a house”
They we re

the refo re wha t we shou l d ca l l “ fixtu res .

”

A pla tens wa s a ma ch ine us ed by infan t ry for protect ion
in the fie l d : and hence the word is appl ied to any fence , or

boa rd ing to fo rm the l im i t or edge of anyth ing ,
a s a table or

a bed. F lutet
' we re not a t ta ched so c lose ly to the wa l ls a s

pegma ta ,
for in the D iges t they are c las s ed w i th nets to keep

out b i rd s , ma ts , awnings , and the l i ke , and a re not to be

1 fi nd , 1x . 1 2 . 2 . The writer, ha v ing descr ibed bees swarming , proceeds
protinus custos novum loc ulamentum in hoc praeparatum perlinat intrinsec us prer

dic tis manibus aut et iam trul la c ongregatas apes rec ondat,

diligenter c ompos itum et illitum in eodem loco esse dum adve

speras c at. Primo de inde c repusc ulo trans ferat et reponat in ordinem reliquarum

alvorum.

2 Vegetius , A rt. Vet , 111. 3 2 . S i iumento loc ulamenta dentium vel dentes
doluer int.

3 V itruvius , De Ar c /z . , ed. Schne ider, x . 9. I nsuper autem ad c apsum redte

loc ulamentum firmiter figa tur habens tympanum versati le in cu ltro c olloc atum, etc .

4 Dr S andys , in h is ed it ion of Aristotle’

s Constitution q t/mts , 1893 , p . 1 74

has shewn that in the ofl’i c e of the pub l ic clerk a s imi lar contri vance was used, ca l led
ém anfih ou

“
a she l f supporting a series of p igeon—ho les . and itse l f supported by

wooden pedesta ls .

”

5 U lp ian, D igest, 3 3 . 7 . 1 2 . In emptionem domus et specularia et pegmata

cedere so lent, s i ve in aedific ns s int pos ita , s i ve ad tempus detrac ta .
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No othe r wo rd s than those I have been d is cus s ing are, so

far as I know ,
appl ied by the bes t wr i te rs to the s torage of

book s ; and, afte r a ca re fu l s t udy of the pas s ages in wh ich
they occu r , I conc l ude tha t , so long a s ro l ls only had to be

a ccommoda ted ,
pr i va te l i b ra r ies in Rome we re fi t ted w i th rows

of she l ves s tand ing aga ins t the wa l ls or fixed to them

(pegmczta). The space be tween these hor i z onta l she l ves wa s

s ubd ivided by ve rt i ca l d i v i s ions into p igeon - ho les fara lt
'

,

loc ulamei zta), and i t may be conjectu red tha t the w id th of thes e
p igeon- ho les wou ld va ry in a cco rdance wi th the numbe r of ro l l s
inc luded in a s ing le wo rk . Tha t s uch receptac les were the

common fu rn i tu re of a l ib ra ry is proved , I th ink , by s uch
ev idence a s the epig ram of Ma rt ia l quo ted above ,

in wh ich he
te l l s h is fr iend tha t i f he wi l l accept h is poems he may put them
even in the lowes t p igeon - ho le (i zz

'

a
’

o vet imo), a s we shou ld s ay,

on the bo t tom she l f ” ; and by the language of S eneca when he
snee rs at the p igeon—ho les (loc nlczmcnta )ca r r ied u p to the ce i l ing .

The he igh t of the woodwork va r ied , of cou rse , wi th ind iv idua l
tas te . In the l i bra ry on the E sq u i l ine the he ight wa s onl y th ree
fee t s ix inches ; at H e rcu laneum abou t s ix fee t .

I c an find no h int of any doo rs , or cu r ta ins , in front of the
p igeon- ho les . Tha t th e end s of the ro l ls (f rorztcs ) were v is i b l e ,
is

,
I th ink

,
qu i te c lea r from wha t C i ce ro s ays of h is own l i b ra ry

a fte r the cons t ru ct ion of h is she l ves (pcgma ta) ; and the va r iou s
devi ce s for ma k ing ro l ls a t t ra ct i ve s eem to me to prove tha t
they we re intended to be s een .

A repres enta t ion of ro l l s a rranged on the sys tem wh ich I
have a t tempted to des c r ibe

, occu rs on a p iece of s cu lp tu re

(fig . 1 1) found a t N eumagen nea r Treves in the seventeenth
centu ry, among the ru ins of a fo rt ified camp a t t r ibu ted to

Cons tant ine the G rea t‘. Two d iv is ions , fu l l of ro l l s , a re shewn,

Q

Th is c ut is g i ven in Antz
’

yzzz
’

tatum et Anna lc
'

um Tr cm
'

r c us z
'

um libr i XXV .

Auc toribus RR . PP . Soc . Jesu P . Ch ristophoro B rowero , et P . Jacobo Mas enio .

2 v . fol. Leodii , 1670. I t is headed : Sch ema voluminum in b ibliothec am (s ic )ord ine
ol im diges torum Nov iomagi in loco Cas trorum Constant in i M. hod iedum in lap ide
reperto exc isum.

_

See a lso C . G . Schwarz , D e Or immm tz
'

s L z
'

brorum , 410, L ips . 1 7 5 6,

pp . 86, 1 72 , 23 1 , and Tab . I I .
, fig . 4 . I learnt th is reference from S ir E . M. Thompson

’

s

Handbook of Greek a nd La tin P a le og rap/zy, ed. 2 , 1894, p . 5 7 ; note. The D irector
of the Museum a t Treves informs me that all the ant iqu ities d iscovered a t Neumagen

were destroyed in the seventeenth century .



APPEARANCE OF A ROMAN L I BRARY

from wh ich a man
, pres umably the l i b rarian, is s e lect ing one.

The ends of the ro l l s a re fu rn ished w i th t i cke ts .

F ig . 1 1 . A Roman taking dow n a ro l l from i ts p l a c e in a l ibra ry .

The sys tem of pigeon - ho les te rm ina ted , in a ll probabi l i ty
,
in

a corni ce. The explo re rs ofH ercu laneum depos e to the d i s cove ry
of s uch an o rnament there .

The wa l l - space above the book - ca ses wa s decora ted wi th the
l i kenes s es of ce lebra ted au tho rs—e i the r ph i losophe rs , i f the

owne r of the l i b ra ry wi shed to bring into prom inence h is

adhe s ion to one of the fa sh ionable sys tems—or au tho rs
,
dead

and l i v ing , or pe rs ona l fr iends . Th i s obvious fo rm of deco ra t ion
wa s , in all probabi l i ty

,
used at Pe rgamon

‘
; Po l l io ,

a s we have
seen, int roduced i t into Rome ; and P l iny , who ca l l s i t a nove l ty

(not/i tz
'

nm z
'

nw ntzmz), depos es to its gene ra l adopt ion
? We are

not to l d how these po rt ra i ts we re common ly t rea ted—whe the r
they we re bu s ts s tand ing c lea r

i

of the wa l l on the book - ca ses ;
or bra cke ted aga ins t the wa l l or fo rm ing pa rt of its deco ration,

in plas te r - work or d is tempe r. A s u i table ins c ri pt ion ac c om

panied them. Ma rt ia l ha s prese rved for us a cha rm ing s pec imen

of one of these comp l imenta ry s tanz a s—for s uch they un

doubted ly wou l d be in the ca se of a contempo ra ry—to be

placed benea th h is own po rt ra i t in a fr iend ’

s l i b ra ry

H oc t ibi sub nos tra breve carmen imag ine viva t
uam non obsc uris iungis , Av i te, vm s :

2
p . 12 .



DESK FOR READ ING ROLLS

[lle ego sum nulli nugarnm [crude secundus ,

Q nem non mir a r is , sed pnto, lector , ama s .

Ma iores ma iom sonent : nzi/zi parva loc i/to

Snfi a
'

t in oes trus scope redire manns
'
.

P laced
,
w i th my betters , on your study- wa l l

Let these few l ines , Avitus , me reca l l :
To foremost r ank in tr ifl es I wa s ra ised ;

1 t/zz
'

nk men loved me, t/zong/z t/zey never p r a ised.

Let grea ter poets grea ter t/zemes profess :
My modest tines seek out t/ze Izand

’

s ca ress

Tlza t tells me, reader , of My tenderness .

The bea ut i fu l a l to - re l ievo in the L a te ran Museum, Rome ,

repres ent ing an a cto r s e lec t ing
a mas k

,
conta ins a cont r i vance

for read ing a ro l l (fig . 12)wh ich
may have been us ua l in l ib ra r ies
and e l sewhere

,
though I have

not met wi th anothe r ins tance
of i t . A ve rt i ca l s upport at

tac hed to the table on which
two masks and a MS . a re l y ing ,

ca rr ies a des k wi th a rim a long
its lowe r edge and one of its

s ides . The ro l l i s pa rt ia l ly
opened , the c losed po rt ion lying
towa rds the left s ide of the

desk , next the r im. Th e ro l l
may be s upposed to conta in
the ac to r’s pa rt”.
I t is mu c h to be reg re t ted

tha t we have no defin i te infor
mat ion a s to the way in wh ich
the g rea t pub l i c l ib ra r ies bu i l t F ig . 12 . D

-

es k to s u pport a m” w h i le
by Augus tus we re fi t ted up ; bu t it i s b e ing read .

I see no rea son for s uppos ing
tha t the i r fi t t ings d i ffered from those of pr iva te l ib ra r ies .

When books of a shape s im i la r to tha t w i th wh i ch

1 Epigranzs , L ib . i x . I ntroduction .

2 The whol e rel ie f is figured in Seyfl
'

ert, D i ctiona ry of Cla ss i ca l Antiqu i ties , ed.

Nettlesh ip and S andys , p. 649.



USE OF PRESSES IN PUBL IC L I BRAR IES

mode rn l i bra r ians have to dea l , had to be accommoda ted as

we l l a s ro l ls , i t is mani fes t tha t rec tangu la r spaces not more
than a few inches w ide wou ld be s ingu la rly inconven ient . They
were the re fo re d i s ca rded in favou r of a pres s (a rma r ium), a

piece of fu rn i tu re whi ch wou ld ho l d ro l l s (volumina) a s we l l
as book s (codices), and was in fac t, as I s ha l l shew,

u sed for both
pu rposes . The wo rd (a rma r inm) occu rs commonl y in C i ce ro

,

and o the r wr i te rs of the be s t pe r iod
,
for a p iece of fu rn i t u re in

wh ich va l uables of a ll k inds , and hou s eho l d gea r, we re s towed
away ; and Vitruvius l us es i t for a book - ca s e . A cri t i c

,
he says

,

“ produced from cer ta in pres ses an infini te numbe r of rol l s . In

la te r La t in wri te rs—tha t is from the m idd le of the fi rs t cent u ry
A.D .
—no o the r wo rd

,
s peak ing genera l ly, occu rs .

The j u r is t U l p ian, who d ied A .D . 2 28
,
in a d is cus s ion as to

wha t is compr i sed unde r the te rm lz
'

ber
,
dec ides in favour of

inc l ud ing all ro l l s (oolmnz
'

na ) of wha teve r ma te r ia l
,
and then

cons ide rs the ques t ion whe the r codices come unde r the s ame

ca tego ry or not—the reby shewing tha t in h is day both fo rms of

books we re in us e . Aga in,
when a l i bra ry ha s been

bequea thed , i t is ques t ion ed whe the r the beques t incl udes me re ly
the pres s or pres ses (a rma r imn vel a rma r ia ), or the book s as we l l 2.

The U l p ian L i b ra ry, or ra the r L i b ra r ies , in Trajan
’

s Fo rum
,

bu i l t abou t 1 14 A D
”

,
we re fi t ted u p wi th pres s es , as we lea rn

from the pas sage in Vopis c us wh i ch I have a l ready quo ted ;
and when the ru ins of the sect ion of tha t l i b ra ry wh i ch s tood
next to the Qu i r ina l H i l l we re excava ted by the F rench , a
ve ry inte res t ing t ra ce of one o f thes e pres ses wa s d i s cove red .

N ibby
,
the Roman ant iqua ry, thu s des c r ibes i t

Beyond the above -mentioned bases [of the columns in the portico]
some rema ins of the ins ide of the room became vis ib le on the right.
They cons is ted of a p iece of curta in- wa l l

,
admi rably constructed of brick ,

part of the s ide -wa l l , wi th a rectangula r n iche of large s iz e in the form
of a pres s (in foggi o di a rmodio). One ascended to th is by three s teps ,
wi th a landing-place in front of them,

on wh i ch i t was poss ible to stand
with ease . On the s ides of th is niche there s ti l l e x is t traces of

1 D e Ar c l n
'

tec lu ra , L ib . V I I . Pre f. [Aristophanes ] e certis armarns infinita vo lu
mina eduxit.

2 D igesta j ustin ian i Augusti , ed . Mommsen. 8vo. Berl in, 1870. Vol. 11. p . 88 .

Book xxx11. 5 2 .

Th is is the date of the Columna coc lzlis . Middleton’
s Rome, 11. 24 note.



REPRESENTATIONS or BOOK - PRESSES [c rmn

the h inges , on wh i ch the panels and the wickets
,
probably of bronz e,

rested ‘
.

It s eems to me tha t we h ave here an ea r ly ins tance
,
pe rhaps

the ea r l ies t , of thos e pres s es in the th icknes s of the wa l l wh ich
we re s o Common a fte rwa rds in the mona s te r ies and in pr i va te
l i b ra r ies a l s o . A s imi la r p res s , on a sma l le r s ca le ,

is des c r i bed
by the younge r P l iny :

“ My bed room,

”

he says
,

“ has a pres s
let into the wa l l wh i ch does du ty a s a l i b ra ry

,
and ho l d s book s

not me re l y to be’ read
,
but read ove r and ove r aga in

? ”

It mus t not
,
howeve r, be supposed tha t cupboa rds we re

a lways
,
or even u s ua l ly , s unk into the wa l l in Roman t imes .

They we re de ta ched p ieces of fu rn i tu re
,
not unl i ke the wa rd

robe s ih wh i ch lad ies hang the i r d res ses at the pres ent day,

except tha t they we re fi t ted w i th a ce rta in numbe r of ho r i z onta l
she l ves

,
and we re u sed for va r ious pu rposes accord ing to the

requ i rements o f the i r owne rs . For ins tance , the re is a s a rco

phagus in the Mu s eo Na z iona l e a t Rome
,
on wh i ch is re

p resented a shoemake r a t wo rk . In front of h im is a cupboa rd
,

exact ly l i ke those I am abou t to des c r ibe
,
on the top of wh ich

s eve ra l pa i rs of shoes a re s et out.

I c an
,
howeve r , produce th ree repres enta t ions of s uch p res ses

be ing us ed by the Romans to conta in books .

The fi rs t occu rs on a ma rb le s a rcophagus (fig . now in

the ga rden of the V i l la Ba l es t ra ,
Rome

,
where I had the good

fo rtune to find i t in 1898
3
; and Profes so r Pete rsen

,
of the

Ge rman Archaeo log i ca l S choo l , wa s s o k ind a s to have i t
photog raphed for me . He a s s igns the wo rk to abou t 200 AD .

In the cent ra l po rt ion, 2 1 in. h igh , by 15 5 in. wide
,
is a

s ea ted figu re, read ing a ro l l . In fron t of h im is a cu pboa rd
,
th e

doo rs of wh i ch are open. It is fi t ted wi th two she l ves , on th e

uppe rmos t of whi ch a re e ight ro l l s , the end s of wh ich a re t u rned
to the specta to r. On the nex t she l f is s ome th ing wh i ch look s
l i ke a d ish or sha l low cup . The lowe r pa rt of the pres s is so l id .

Pe rhaps a s econd cupboa rd is intended . Above , i t is fini shed

N ibby , Roma A zztz
'

m , 8vo. Roma , 1839, p . 188 .

2 Epz
’

s l . 11 . 1 7 . 8 . Pa rieti e ius [c ub icul i mei] in b ib l iothecae spec iem armarium
insertum est quod non legendos l ibros sed lec titandos cap it.

3 I should not have known of the ex i stence o f
'

th is sarc ophagu s had ‘ it not been
figured, accurate ly enough on the whol e . in Le P a lm

'

s de S ra urm , by Mazois ,

pub l ished at Paris in 182 2 . The sarcophagus had pas sed through the hands of

severa l col lectors s inc e Maz ois figured it, and I had a long and amus ing search for it.
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1] TOMB OF GALLA PLACIDIA

off wi th a corni ce , on whi ch res ts a ve ry pu z z l ing objec t . The re
a re a few fa int l ines on the ma rb le , wh ich Profes so r Pe te rsen
be l ieves a re intended to represent s u rg i ca l ins t ruments , and so

to ind i ca te the profes s ion of the s ea ted figu re ‘
. The re is a G reek

ins cr i pt ion on the sa rcophagu s , bu t i t mere ly wa rns pos te r i ty
not to d is tu rb the bones of the decea sed 2

The s econd repres enta t ion (fig . 14) is from the tomb of

Ga l la P la c id ia ,
a t Ra

venna . It occu rs in a

mosa i c on the wa l l of

the chape l in wh ich she

was bu r ied , AD . 449
3
;

and wa s pres umably ex
ec uted be fo re tha t da te .

The pres s c los e l y re

sembles the one on the

Roman sa rcophagus , but
i t is ev ident ly intended
to ind i ca te a ta l le r p iece
of fu rn i t u re

,
and i t ter

minates in a ped iment .
The re are two she l ves ,
on which lie the four
Gospe l s , ea ch a s a s epa
ra te codex , ind i ca ted by
the name of the Evan

gelis t above i t . Th is
press res ts upon a s tou t
frame

,
the legs Of Wh i ch

F ig . 14 . Pres s c onta in ing th e {our Gos pe ls .

a re kept In pOSIflOI
'

I by From a mosa ic above the tomb of the Empres s Ca lla

a cros s - piece nea r ly as
Pla c idia at Ravenna .

th i ck a s themse l ves .

Mitt/wi ll i ng” : (It: A
’

. D . Arc/la colog isr/zm I ns/z
'

fuls Rom, 1900,
Band xv. p. 17 1 .

Der Sarkophag eines Arztes .

2 The inscription is printed in ful l in Art/Me B i lden verkc in

van F r iar/r id: F . van D i r/m
, 3 vo ls , 8vo . Le ipz ig , 188 1 , Vol. 11. p. 346,

No .

Cartucci , Ar ie Vol . W . p. 39. I t would appear from some curious
drawings on glass figured by Garruc c i, u! supra Pl. 490 , that the Jews used presses of
s im i lar des ign in the ir synagogues to conta in the ro l ls of- the law.



REPRESENTATIONS or BOOK - PRESSES [CHAR

The th i rd representa t ion of an a rma rz
'

zm z (fig . 1 5) occu rs in
the manus cr ipt of the Vu lga te now in the Lau rent ian L ibra ry
at F lo rence, known as the Codex Amia tz

'

mes
,
from the C is te rc ian

convent of Monte Am ia ta in Tus cany, whe re i t was prese rved
for seve ra l centu r ies ‘. The tho rough inves t iga t ion to wh i ch th i s
manus c r ipt has la te ly been s ubjected shews tha t i t was wri tten in
E ng land , a t Wea rmouth or Ja rrow, but pos s i b ly by an I ta l ian
s cr i be

,
be fo re AD . 7 16, in wh ich yea r i t wa s taken to Rome , a s

a present to the Pope . The fi rs t qua te rn ion
,
howeve r

,
on one

of the leaves of whi ch the above representa t ion occu rs , is
probably o l de r ; and i t may have be longed to a ce rta in Codex

g rmzdz
'

or ment ioned by Ca s s iodo ru s , and pos s i b ly wr i t ten unde r
h is d i rect ion2

The p i c tu re (fig . wh ich appea rs as the front isp iece to

th is wo rk
, shews E z ra wr i t ing the law . On the ma rg in of

the ve l lum
,
in a hand wh ich is cons i de red to be la te r than tha t

of the MS . , a re the wo rds

CODICIBUS SACR IS HOSTIL I CLADE PERVSTIS

E SDRA DEO F ERVEN S HOC REPARAVIT 0 905 .

Beh ind h im is a p res s (a rma r z
’

um) w i th open doo rs . The

lower po rt ion
,
be low these doors , is fi l led in wi th pane ls wh ich

are e i the r in la id or pa inted , so tha t the frame on wh ich i t is
s uppo rted is not v i s i b le , a s in the Ravenna examp le . The

bot tom of the pres s prope r is us ed as a she l f, on wh i ch lie a

vo l ume and two objects , one of wh ich probably represents a

case for pens , wh i le the othe r is ce rta inl y an inkho rn. Above
th is are fou r she l ves , on each of wh ich lie two vo l umes . These
vo l umes have the i r t i t les wr i t ten on the i r backs , bu t they a re

d iffi cu l t to make out
,
and my a rt is t has not ca red

'

to r i s k
m is takes by a ttempt ing to reproduce them. The word s , beg in
n ing at the left hand co rne r of the top- she l f, a re

1 The orig ina l of th is p icture is 18 in. h igh by 92 in. broad, includ ing the border.
I t could not be photographed, and there fore, through the kind offi c es ofMiss G . D i xon ,

and S ignor B iag i, L ibrarian of the Laurentian L ibrary , the serv ices of a thorough l y
capab le artist, Profes sor Att i l io Formilli , were secured to make an exact copy in
water co lours . Thi s he has done w ith s ingular taste and sk i l l . My figure has been
reduced from th is copy . The press has a lso been figured in outl ine by Ga rruc c i, Ar ie

Ch ri s/farm, Vol. Pl. 126.

The romantic story of the Codex Amid /27m: is ful l y narrated byMr H . J . Wh ite
in S tudio B iblim e! E cc les ia rtz

'

ea , 8vo . Oxf. 1890 , 11. pp. 2 73
—
308.



THE CODEX AMIATINUS

OCT.

1 L IB .

H I ST. L I B .

SALOMON .

EVANG . I I I I .
ACT. APOSTOl

The frame - wo rk of the pres s above the doors is o rnamented
in the s ame s ty le a s the pane l s be low

,
and the who le is s ur

mounted by a low pyram id ,
on the s ide of wh i ch fa c ing the

s pecta to r is a c ros s , benea th wh ich a re two peacocks d r ink ing
from a wa ter - t rough .

I reg re t tha t I cou ld not p la ce th is rema rkable d rawing
before my reade rs in the r i ch co lou ring o f the o r ig ina l . The

pres s is of a redd ish brown ; the books a re bound in c rimson.

E z ra is c lad in g reen,
wi th a c r ims on robe . The backg round is

go l d . The borde r is bl ue , be tween an inne r and oute r band of

s i l ve r . The ou te rmos t band of a ll is ve rm i l ion.

I fo rme rly though t tha t th i s book - p res s m ight represent
those in us e in Eng land a t the beg inn ing of the e igh th cent u ry ;
but

,
i f the above a t t r i but ion to Ca s s iodo rus be a ccu ra te

,
i t mus t

be a ccounted anothe r I ta l ian example . I t bea rs a gene ra l s im i
larity to the Ravenna book - pres s , a s m igh t be expected

,
when

i t is remembe red tha t Ca s s iodo ru s he ld offi ce unde r Theodor i c
and h is s ucces sors , and res i ded at Ravenna t i l l he wa s nea r ly
s eventy yea rs old .

The founda t ion of Ch ris t ian i ty did not a l te r wha t I may

ca l l
'

the Roman concept ion of a l i bra ry in any es s ent ia l
pa rt i cu la r. The ph i losophers and a utho rs of G reece and

Rome may have o cca s iona l ly found themse l ves in company
wi th

,
or even s uppl anted by, the docto rs of the Chu rch ; bu t

in o ther respects , for the fi rs t seven centu r ies
,
a t lea s t , of our

era , the lea rned fu rn ished the i r l i bra r ies a ccord ing to the old

fash ion,
though w i th an eve r inc rea s ing l ux u ry of ma te r ia l .

Boe th i us , whos e Consola tion of P /zz
'

losop/zy was wr i t ten AD . 5 2 5 ,

makes Ph i losophy. speak of the “wa l l s of a l i bra ry ado rned wi th
i vo ry and g las s

”

; and I s idore , B ishop of S ev i l le
'

A .D . 600—636,

1 The Od o/end , or , the five books ofMoses , with the add it ion of Joshua , Judges ,
and Ruth .

2 Como] . Book 1. Ch . 5 . Nec b ib l iotheca: potius c omptos ebore ac

v itro parietes quam tuie menti s sedem requiro .



LATER ROMAN L IBRAR IES

reco rd s tha t “
the bes t a rch i tec ts objec t to g i l ded ce i l ings in

l i bra r ies , and to any othe r ma rb le than c ipo/lz
'

zzo for the floo r
,

becaus e the g l i t te r of go ld is hu rt fu l to the eyes
,
whi le the g reen

of c z
'

po/lz
'

fl o is res t fu l to them ‘

A few examples of s u ch l i b ra r ies may be c i ted ; bu t , befo re
do ing so

,
I mu s t ment ion the Record - Offic e (A e rected

by Pope Damasus (366 It wa s connected wi th the Ba s i l i ca
of 5 . Lawrence , wh i ch Damasus bu i l t in the Campus Ma rtins ,

nea r the thea t re of Pompey. On the front of the Bas i l i ca , over
the ma in ent rance , wa s an ins c r i pt ion, whi ch ended w i th the three
fo l lowing l ines

ARCH IV IS FATEOR VOL U I NOVA CONDERE TECTA

ADDERE PRXETEREA DEXTRA L/EVAQ UE COLUMNAS
Q U/E DAMAS I TEN EANT PROPR I UM PER S ZECU LA NOMEN .

I confess that I have wished to bu i ld a new abode for Arch ives ;
and to add columns on the righ t and left to preserve the name of

Damasus for ever.

These enigma t i ca l ve rs es conta in a ll tha t we know
,
or a re

eve r l i ke ly to know
,
respect ing th i s bu i ld ing , wh ich is ca l led

c/za r ta r z
'

zmz eoc/es z
'

w R oma no? by S . J erome
fi
,
and unques t ionably

he l d the offi c ia l documents of the L a t in Chu rch unt i l they were
removed to the L a te ran in the s eventh centu ry . The who le
bu i ld ing , or g roup of bu i l d ings , wa s des t royed in 1486 by
Ca rd ina l Raphae l R ia r io , the d i s so lu te nephew of S i x tus IV . ,

to make room for h is new pa lace ,
now ca l led Pa la z z o de l la

Cance l le r ia
,
and the ch u rch was rebu i l t on a new s i te . The

connex ion wi th Pope Dama s us is ma inta ined by the name
,

S . Lorenz o in
'

Damaso. No plan of the old bu i ld ings , or

contempora ry reco rd of the i r a rrangement , appea rs to ex is t .
My on ly rea son for drawing a t tent ion to a s t ructu re wh ich has
no rea l connex ion wi th my s ubject is tha t the i l l us t r ious De

Ros s i cons ide rs tha t in the second l ine of the above quota t ion
the wo rd co l umn s ignifi es co lonnades ; and tha t Damasus took
a s h is mode l one of the g rea t pagan l i b ra r ies of Rome wh ich

,
in

1 Or zgz
'

ner
, Book VI . Ch . 11. Cum peritiores a rc h itec ti neque aurea lacunaria

ponenda in ,
b ibliothec is putent neque pav imenta a l ia quam a Carys teo marmore, quod

auri fulgor hebetat et Carystei vir iditas refic iat oc ulos .

2 Apol . adv . It
’
ll/57mm, i i . Opera , ed . Va lla rs i, 11. 5 49.



l ] POPE DAMASUS , B I SHOP EUCHERIUS

its tu rn, had been de r ived from the typi ca l l i bra ry a t Pe rgamon 1
.

Accord ing to th is view he began by bu i ld ing ,
in the cent re of

the a rea se lec ted“

, a bas i l i ca ,
o r ha l l of ba s i l i can type

,
ded i ca ted

to S . Lawrence ; and then added
,
on the nor th and s outh s ides ,

a co lonnade or logg ia from wh i ch the rooms occupied by the

reco rds wou ld be read i ly a cces s i b le . Th is opin ion is a lso he ld
by S igno r Lanc ian i, who fo l lows De Ros s i w i thou t hes i ta t ion.

I am unwi l l ing to accept a theo ry wh ich s eems to me to have
no fa cts to s uppo rt i t ; and find i t s a fe r to be l ieve tha t the l ine
in ques t ion re fers e i the r to the a i s les of the ba s i l i ca

,
or to s uch a

port i co in front of i t as may be s een at S an Clemente and othe r
ea r ly chu rches .

A le tte r to E uc herius , Bi s hop of Lyons in AD . 44 1, from
a co rrespondent named Rus t i cus , g i ves a cha rm ing pic tu re o f

a l ib ra ry wh ich he had vi s i ted in h is young days , say abou t
A .D. 400

I am reminded of what I read years ago, has ti ly, as a boy does , in

the l ibra ry of a man who was learned in secular l iterature . There were
there portra its of Orators and a lso of Poets worked in mosa i c, or in wax
of d i fferent colours , or in plas ter, and under each the mas ter of the
house had p laced inscriptions noting the i r characteristics ; but, when he
came to a poet of acknow ledged merit, as for ins tance, Vi rgi l , he began
as fo l lows

Virgilium va lem me l ius sua carmina laudant ;
In freta dum fluvii current , dum montibus umb rte

Lustrabunt convexa , po lus dum s idera pas c et,
Seni per honos nomenque tuum laudesque manebunt.

Vi rgi l
’

s own l ines mos t fitly Vi rg i l pra ise
As long as ri vers run into the deep,
As long as shadows o

’

er the h i l ls ide sweep,
'

As long as s tars in hea ven’

s fa i r pastures graz e,
So long sha l l l ive your honour, name

,
and pra ise?

1 De Or z
'

gine H z
'

stor z
'

a l udic rous sc r im?et oz
'

blz
'

ot/zecw S edz
'

: Aposto/ia e commenta tz
'

o

Ioanm
'

: B apti s te de Ross: 4to . Romze , 1886, Chapter V. A br ie f. but accurate ,
summary of h is account wi l l be found in Lanc iani

’

s Anc ient Rome, 8vc . 1888,

pp. 187
—190. Father C . J . Ehrle has gi ven me much help on th is d ifficult question .

2 S z
'

dom
'

z
'

Apollz
'

na r z
'

s Opera , ed. S irmondi . 410. Paris , 165 2 . Notes , p . 33 . The

words of th is letter, wh ic h I have trans lated very free ly , a re as fo l lows :
Sed dum haec tacitus mec um revo l vo , occurr it mih i quod in B ibl iothec a stud ios i

saec ularium littera rum puer quondam, ut se aetatis i l l ins c urios itas habet , pm tereundo

legis sem. Nam c um supra memora tae aedis ordinator a c dominus , inter expre ssas
lapillis aut ceris disc oloribus , formata sque effi gies vel Ora torum vel e tiam Poeta ram



L IBRARY OF POPE AGAPETUS [CHAR

Agapetus , who wa s chos en Pope in 5 35 , and l i ved for ba re ly
a yea r, had intended , in conj unct ion wi th Cas s iodo rus , to found
a co l lege for tea che rs of Chr is t ian doct r ine .

.
He se lected for

th is pu rpose a hou se on the Cae l ian H i l l , a fte rwa rd s occup ied
by 8 . G regory, and by h im t u rned into a mona s tery . Agapetus

had made s ome prog res s wi th the s cheme , so fa r a s the l i b ra ry
a t ta ched to th e hous e was conce rned , for the a u tho r of the

E ins iedlen MS . , who v i s i ted Rome in the n inth centu ry, saw
the fo l lowing ins c r i pt ion

“ in the l i b ra ry of S . G regory
" —i .e .

in the l i b ra ry a t tac hed to the Chu rch of S an Gregor io Magno .

SANCTORVM VENERANDA COHORS SEDET ORD INE LONGO

D IVINAE LEG I S MYSTICA D ICTA DOCEN S

HOS INTE R RES IDENS AGAPETVS I VRE SACERDOS
CODICIBVS PVLCHRVM CONDIDIT ARTE LOCVM

GRAT IA PAR CVNCTIS SANCTVS LABOR OMN IBVS VNVS

D ISSONA VERBA Q VIDEM SED TAMEN VNA F IDES

Here s its in long array a reverend troop
Teach ing the mys t ic truths of law di v ine
’Mid these by righ t ta kes Agapetus p lace
Who bu i l t to guard h is book s th is fa i r abode .

All to i l a l ike, all equa l grace enjoy
The i r words are di fferent, but the i r fa i th the same .

Thes e l ines undoubted ly imply tha t the re was on the wa l ls
a long se r ies of po rt ra i ts of the Fa the rs of the Chu rch

,
inc l ud ing

tha t of Agapetus h imse l f, who h ad won h is r igh t to a place
among them by bu i l d ing a s umptuous home for the i r wo rks ‘.
The des ign of Agapetus , inte r rupted by dea th , was ca r r ied

forwa rd by h is fr iend Cas s iodorus
,
a t a pla ce in Sou th I ta ly

ca l led V i va r i um
,
nea r h is own na t i ve town S qu i l lace . Sho rt ly

a fter h is fina l ret i rement from court , A1 ) . 5 38 , Cas s iodo rus
es tabl ished the re a b rothe rhood

,
wh i ch , for a t ime at leas t ,

mus t have been a fo rm idable r i va l to tha t of S . Bened i c t .
A l ib ra ry he ld a prom inent p lace in h is conc ept ion of wha t

spec ialia s ingulorum autotypis epigrammata subdidisset ; ub i ad praeiudic a ti eloqui i

venit poetam, hoe modo orsus est .

The las t three l ines of the inscr iption are from the E nez
’

d
, Book 1. 607. I owe

the most important part of the trans lat ion of Rust icus to Lanc iani, ut supra , p. 196

that of V irg i l is by Profes s or Conington.

I have taken the text of the inscription, and my account of Agapetus and his

work , from De Ross i , a t supra , Chap . V11. p . l v .
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L I BRARY OF I S IDORE
,
B I SHOP OF S EVILLE [CHAR

onl y owe h is pla ce in the s e r ies to frate rna l a ffect ion. I c on

jec ture tha t thes e po rt ra i ts we re s imply commemora t i ve ; and

tha t the pres s es benea th them conta ined the books on subjec ts
not s ugges ted by the res t of the po rt ra i ts , as for example ,

'

sec ular

l i te ra tu re , in wh ich I s i do re Was a p rofi c ient .
The s e ts of ve rs e s l beg in wi th th ree e leg iac couple ts headed

Tita/a s probably pla ced ove r the doo r of ent rance .

Sunt h ic plura sacra, sunt h ie mundalia plura

Ex h is s i qua p lacent carmina, tol le, lege .

Prata vides , p lena spinis , et copia florum ;
Si non vis sp inas sumere, sume rosas .

H ie geminae radiant veneranda volumina legis ; .

Condi ta sunt pariter hic nova c um veteri .

Here sacred books w ith worldly books combine ;
I f poets please you, read them ; they are th ine .

My meads a re ful l of thorns, but flowers are there ;
I f thorns disp lease, let roses be your share.

Here both the Laws in tomes revered behold ;
Here wha t is new is stored, and what is old.

The a utho rs se lec ted a re d is posed of e i the r in a s ing le
couple t , or in s eve ra l couple ts , a cco rd ing to the wr i te r’s ta s te .

I wi l l quo te the l ines on S . Augu s t ine
'

Mentitur qui [te] totum legisse fatetur ;
An qu is cuneta tua lector habere potes t?

Namque voluminibus mi l le, Augus tine, refulges ,
Tes tantur l ibri

,
quod loquor ipse, tui .

Q uamvis multorum plac eat prudentia l ibris ,
Si Augustinus adest

,
suffic it ipse tibi .

They lie who to ha ve read thee th rough profess ;
Cou ld anyweader all thy works possess ?
A thousand scrol ls thy ample gi fts d i splay ;
Thy own books prove, Augus tine, what I say.

Though other writers charm w ith varied lore,
Who hath Augustine need have noth ing more .

The s e r ies conc ludes wi th some l ines To an I nt rude r (aa
’

the las t coup le t of wh ich is too good to be omi t ted

Non pat itur quenquam coram se s criba loquentem ;

Non est h ic quod agas , garru le, perge foras .

A writer and a ta lker can’t agree
Hence, idle chatterer ;

’
tis no place for thee .

1 l s ia
'
or i Opera Omnia , 4t0 . Rome , 1803 . Vol. V11. p . 1 79.
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Wi th thes e th ree examples I conc l ude the sect ion of my
wo rk wh ich dea ls wi th wha t may be ca l led the pagan concept ion
of a l i b ra ry in the fu lnes s of its la te r deve lopment . Unfor

tunately,
no enthus ia s t of those d is tant t imes has handed down

to us a comple te des c r ipt ion of h is l i b ra ry
,
and we are obl iged

to take a de ta i l from one account , and a d e ta i l from anothe r,
and so p iece the pi ctu re together for ou rse l ves . Wha t I may

ca l l “
the p igeon - ho le sys tem , s u i table for ro l l s only, was re

placed by pres ses wh ich cou ld conta in ro l l s i f requ i red , and

ce rta inly d id (a s shewn (fig . 13) on the s a rcophagus of the V i l la
Ba les t ra), but wh i ch we re spec ia l ly des igned for codz

'

ces . These
pres ses we re some t imes pla in

,
somet imes r i ch ly o rnamented

,

a ccord ing to the tas te or the means of the owne r. With the
s ame l imi ta t ions the floo r , the wa l l s , and poss i b ly the roof a lso
we re deco ra ted . Fu rth e r , i t wa s evident ly intended tha t the
room se lec ted for book s s hou ld be used for no othe r pu rpose ;
and,

as the books we re h idd en from v iew in the i r p res ses , the
l i bra ry - note

,
i f I may be a l lowed the expres s ion

,
was s t ru ck by

nume rous ins c r ipt ions , and by po rt ra i ts in va r ious ma te r ia l s
,

represent ing e i the r a u tho rs whos e wo rks we re on the she l ves
,

or men d is t ingu i shed in othe r ways , or fr iends and re la t ions of

the owne r of. the hou s e .

The Roman concept ion of a l i bra ry was rea l ised by Pope
S i x tu s V .

,
in 1 5 87

1
,
when the present Va t i can L ib ra ry was c om

menc ed from the des ign of the a rch i tec t Fontana . I am not

awa re tha t the re is any contempo ra ry reco rd to prove tha t e i the r
the Pope or h is advi s e rs contempla ted th is d i rect imi ta t ion ;
but i t is evident , from the mos t cu rso ry inspec t ion of the la rge
room (fig . tha t the ma in fea t u res of a Roman l i b ra ry a re

be fo re us
’

; and perhaps , hav ing rega rd to the tendency of the

Rena is sance , espec ia l ly in I ta ly , i t wou l d be unreas onable to

expect a d i ffe rent des ign in s uch a pla ce
,
and a t s uch a pe r iod .

Th is noble ha l l—probably the mos t s plend id apa rtment eve r
a s s igned to l i bra ry - pu rposes— spans the Cort i le del Be l vede re

1 See Hen. Stevenson, Topog rafia e { Vommm ztz
'

a
'

z
'

Roma nel/e P it/a re a fresco {I i

S z
'

rto V. del/a B ibliotec a Va tz
'

ca ua , p . 7 in A ! Sow /no Pontqfice Leone X[I ] . Omagg z
'

o

C z
'

ubz
’

la r c delta B io/totem Va tz
'

ca na , Fol. Rome , 188 1 .

2 S ignor Lanc iani (Anc ient Rome, p . 195 ) was the fi rst to suggest a comparison
between the Vatican L ibrary and those of ancient Rome .



VAT ICAN L I BRARY OF POPE S I XTU S V [CHAR

from ea s t to wes t, and is ente red at each end from the ga l le r ies
connect ing the Be l vede re w ith the Va t i can pa la ce . It is 184 fee t
long , and 5 7 fee t w ide, d iv ided into two by s ix p ie rs , on which
res t s imple qu ad r i pa r t i te vau l ts . The no rth and sou th wa l l s a re

each p ie rced w i th seven l a rge windows . No books a re v i s i b le .

They a re conta ined in pla in wooden pres ses 7 fee t h igh and

2 fee t deep , set round the p ie rs , and aga ins t the wa l l s between
the windows . The a r rangement of these press es wi l l be under
s tood from the gene ra l v iew (fig . and from the v iew of a

s ing le pres s open (fig .

In the deco ra t ion
,
wi th wh ich eve ry port ion of th e wa l l s and

va u l ts is cove red , Roman me thod s a re reproduced ,
bu t wi th a

d iffe rence . The g rea t wr i te rs of ant iqu i ty a re consp icuous by
the i r absence ; but the deve lopment of the human race is

commemo ra ted by the p resence of those to whom the invent ion
of let te rs is t rad i t iona l ly as c r ibed ; the wa l l s a re cove red w i th
fres coes repres ent ing the founda t ion of the g rea t l i b ra r ies which
ins t ru cted the wo r ld , and the a s s embl ies of the Counc i l s wh ich
es tabl i shed the Chu rch ; the vau l ts reco rd the benefi ts confe r red
on Rome by S i x tus V . ,

in a s er ies of h is to r i ca l v iews , one above
ea ch window ; and ove r these aga in are s ta te l y figu res , each
embodying some s acred abs t ra ct ion Th rones , dom ina t ions ,
pr incedoms

, v i rtues , powe rs —w i th ange ls swing ing censers , and

g race fu l nymphs , and laugh ing s a tyrs—a s t range comb ina t ion
of pagan ism and Chr is t ian i ty—am id wrea ths of flowe rs , and

a rabesques tw in ing round the g roups and ove r every va cant
s pa ce , pa rt ly fram ing , pa rt ly h id ing ,

the hera l d i c dev i ces wh ich
commemo ra te S i x tus and h is fam i ly —a web of love ly forms

and br i l l iant co lou rs , comb ined in an int r i ca te and yet o rde r ly
confu s ion.

I t may be ques t ioned whe the r s uch a room as th i s was eve r
intended for s tudy . The ma rb le floo r, the go rgeous dec ora t ion,

the absence of all appl iances for work in the sha pe of desk s ,
tables , cha i rs , s ugges t a p lace for show ra the r than for use. The

g rea t l i bra r ies of the Augus tan age , on the o the r hand , s eem,
s o

far as we c an j udge , to have been used as meet ing - p laces and

read ing - rooms for lea rned and un lea rned a l i ke . In gene ra l
a r rangement and appea ranc e ,

however , the Va t i can L i b ra ry mus t
c los e l y res emble its impe r ia l p redeces s o rs .
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F ig . 1 7 . A s ing le p res s in th e V at ican L ib ra ry , open .

From a photograph .





1. APR ] DECORATION OF VATICAN L IBRARY

APPEND IX TO CHAPTER I .

DECORATION OF THE VAT ICAN L IBRARY.

THE sys tem of deco ra t ion ca rr ied out in th is L ibra ry, of
wh ich I have j us t g i ven a s umma ry des cr ipt ion

,
is so interes t ing ,

and bea rs ev idence of so mu ch ca re and thought, tha t I s ubjo in
a deta i led account of i t , wh ich , by the k indnes s of Fa ther Eh rle ,
prefec t Of the L i bra ry , I wa s enabled to d raw up du r ing my la te
vis i ts to Rome . Th e d iag ramma t i c g round - plan (fig . 18) which
accompan ies th is des cr i pt ion,

i f s tud ied in conj unct ion w i th the

gene ra l v iew (fig . wi l l make the re la t ion of the s ubjects
to each othe r pe rfect ly c lea r. The vi s i tor is supposed to enter
the L ib ra ry from the ves t i bu le at the eas t end ; and the nota
t ion of the p ie rs , windows , wa l l - fres coes , etc . , beg ins from the

s ame end . Furthe r
,
the vi s i tor is s upposed to exam ine the eas t

face of each p ie r fi rs t , and then to tu rn to the left .
I wi l l beg in wi th the figu res on the cent ra l p iers and ha l f

p ie rs . These figu res are pa inted in fres co , of hero ic s i z e : and

ove r the i r head s a re the le t ters wh ich they are supposed to have
invented .

1 . P ILASTER AGAINST EAST WALL .

ADAM.

A ta l l sta lwart figure dressed in short ch iton. H e holds an apple in his
left hand , and a mattock in h is right.

Adam divinitus edoc tus primus sc ient iarum et litterarum inventor.

2 . F IRST P IER.

(a) ABRAHAM.

Abraham Syras et Chaldai c as litteras inven it.

(6) THE SONS or S ETH .

F i l i i Seth c olumnis duabus rerum c oeles tium d iscip l inam insc ribunt.

C. L .
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(c) ESDRAS .

Esdras novas Hebraeorum litteras invenit.

(d) MOSES .

Moyses antiquas Hebra icas litteras invenit.

On the corni ce of the pres s es round th i s
fo l lowing ins c r i pt ions

(a) Doctrina bona dah it gratiam. Prov . x i i i . 15 .

(b) Vo lo vos sap ientes esse in bono. Rom. xv i . 19 .

(c ) Impius ignorat s c ientiam. Prov . xx i x . 7.
Cor sapientis quaerit doc trinam. Prov . x v . 14 .

3 . SECOND P I ER.

MERCURY .

Mercurius Thovt {Egyptns sacras litteras c onsc rips it.

I S I S .

I s is reg ina n yptiarum litterarum inventrix.

MENON .

Menon Phoroneo aequa l is litteras in n ypto invenit.

HERCULES .

Hercules aegyptius Phryg ias litteras invenit.

the corn i ce of the pres ses

(a) Recedere a ma lo intelligentia . J ob xxv i i i . 28.

(b) Timere Deum ipsa est sap ientia . Job xxv i i i . 22 .

(c) Faciendi plures l ibros nu l lus est finis . Eccl . x i i . 1 2 .

(d) Dat s c ientiam intell igentibus d isciplinam. Dan. x i . 1 2 .

4 . TH IRD P IER.

PHOEN IX .

Phoen i x litteras Phoenic ibus tradidit.

CECROPS .

Cecrops D iphyes primus Atheni ens ium rex Graec arum litterarum auctor.

L INUS .

L inus Thebanus litterarum Graec arum inventor.

CADMUS .

Cadmus Phoenicis frater litteras xv1 in G raec iam intulit.

the co rn i ce of the p res s es

(a) In malevolam animam non introibit sap ient ia . Sap . i . 4 .

(e) H abentes so latio sanc tos l ibros . 1 Mach . x i i . 9.

(c) Cor rectum inquirit s c ientiam . Prov . x xv i i . 1 2 .

(o
’

) Sap ientiam qui abiic it infelix est. S ap . i i i . 14 .
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5 . FOURTH P I ER .

PYTHACORAS

Pythagoras . Y . Iitteram ad humanae v itae exemplum invenit.

PALAMEDES .

Pa lamedes be l lo Tro iano Graec is litteris quattuor adiec it.

S IMON IDES .

S imonides Melic us quattuor Grze c arum litterarum inventor.

EPICHA
‘

RMUS .

Epic harmus S ic ulus dua s Cruscas addidit litteras .

On the corni ce of the pres ses

(a) Q ui evitat disc ere inc idet in ma la . Prov . v i i . 16.

(5) Non glorietur sap iens in sap ientia. sua . Ier. i x . 23 .

(c) S i qu is indiget sap ientia pos tulet a Deo. Iac . i . 1 5 .

Me l ior est sap ientia c unc tis pretios iss imis . Prov . v i i i . 1 1 .

6. F IFTH P IER .

EVANDER .

E vander Carment . F . aborigines litteras doc uit.

N ICOSTRATA.

N ic ostrata Carmenta latinarum litterarum inventrix.

DEMARATUS .

Demaratus Corinthius etrusca rum litterarum auctor.

CLAUD IUS .

Claud ius imperator tres novas litteras adinvenit.

On the cornice Of the pres ses

(a ) Non erudietur qui non es t sap iens in bono. Eccl . xx i . 24 .

(b) V iri inte l l igentes loquantur mih i . I ac . xxx i v . 34 .

(c) Non perib it cons i l ium a sap ienti . Ier . xvi i i . 18 .

(d) S apientiam atque doc trinam stulti despic iunt. Prov . i . 1 7.

7 . S IXTH P IER .

(a) CHRYSOSTOM.

S . Io. Chrysostomus littera rum Armenic arum auctor.

(b) VLPH ILAS .

l hilas Epis c opus Gothor um litteras invenit .
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(c) CYR I L .

S . Cyri l lus aliarum I llyri ca rum litterarum auctor.

(d) JEROME .

S . H ieronymus litterarum I llyric arum inventor.

On the corn ice of the pres s es

(a) Scientia inflat charitas vero aedific at. Cor . v i i i . 1 .

(b) Sapere ad sob rietatem. Rom. x i i . 3 .

(c) V ir sap iens fort is et vir doctus robustus . Prov . xx i v . 5 .

(d) Ubi non est scient ia animae non est bonum. Prov . x i x . 2 .

8 . P I LASTER AGAINST WEST WALL .

CHR I ST.

Our Lord is seated . Over H is Head A, Q ; in H is Hand an open book
Ego sum A et 9 ; princip ium et finis . At H is Feet : I esus Chri stus
summus mag ister, c aelestis doc trinae auctor.

On Chri s t’s r igh t hand is a POPE, s tand ing, w i th t r ip le c ross
and t ia ra .

Chri sti Domin i v icarius .

On Chr is t’s le ft hand is an EMPEROR , a ls o s tand ing , wi th
c rown, swo rd , bl ue mant le .

Eccles iae defensor.

I wi l l now pas s to the decora t ion of the wa l ls . On the

sou th wa l l
,
be tween the windows , a re repres enta t ions Of famou s

l i bra r ies on the no rth wa l l , of the e ight genera l Counc i ls of the
Chu rch . E ach s pa c e is ornamented w i th“

a broad bo rde r, l i ke
a pic tu re - frame. In the cent re above is the gene ra l t i t le of the

subject or s ubjects be low : e .g . B z

'

olz
'

otfieca Romanomm ; and

benea th ea ch p i c tu re is an ins c r ip t ion des c ri bing the spec ia l
s ubjec t. Above each w indow, on the vau l t , is a la rge pi ctu re,
to commemora te the benefi ts confe rred by S i x tus V. on Rome
and on the wo rld . I wi l l des cr ibe the l i b ra r ies fi rs t

,
beg inn ing

a s before at the eas t end of the room.
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(b) Tbe sea rc/z for Me decree of Cyrus .

Gyri decretum de temp l i restaura tione Dari i iussu perquiritur .

Darius , crowned, his back ha l f turned to the specta tor , is gi v ing
orders to severa l young men, who are ta k ing book s out of an a r fna r iunz
—evidently cop i ed from one of the Vati can book- cupboards .

V. B I BL IOTHECA ATHENIENSIS .

(Two p i ctures .)

(a) P is istra tus a r ranges a libra ry a t At/zens .

P is istratus pr imus apud Groccos pub l icam bibliothec am instituit.

P is is tratus , in armour, over wh i ch is a b lue mantle, is gi v ing orders to
an old man who kneels be fore h im,

ho lding an Open book . Beh ind the
Old man attendants are p lac ing book s on des k s—others are read ing.

Beh ind P is i stratus is a group of offi cers , and beh ind them aga in a book
press without doors , and a row of open books on the top .

(b) R estora tion of tbc libr a ry by Seleucus .

Seleucus biblioth ec am a Xerxe asportatam referendam curat.

Servants are bringing in book s wh ich are being hasti ly packed into
cases . In the background is s een the sea , with a sh ip ; and the door
of the pa lace. A p i cture fu l l of l ife and movement.

V I . B I BL IOTHECA ALEXANDR INA.

(Two pictures .)

(a) P tolemy organises t/ze libra ry a t Alexandr ia .

Ptol emaeus ingent i b ibl iotheca instruc ta Hebreorum l ibros c onc upisc i t.

P tolemy, a dignified figure in a roya l hab i t, stands in the centre.

He is addres s ing an e lderly man who s tands on h is righ t. Beh ind h im
are three porches , w i th in wh i ch are seen desks and readers . In the

centra l porch are closed pres ses , with rows of fol ios on the top. Below
are desks , at wh ich r eaders are seated, their

'

bac ks turned to the

presses .

(b) Tbc Seventy Transla tor s br ing tbez
’

r work to P tolemy.

Lxx11 interpretes ab E leaz aro m iss i sacros l ibros Ptolemaeo reddunt.

P tolemy is seated ona throne to righ t of spectator with court iers on
his r ight and left. The mes sengers knee l before h im, and hand h im

volumes .
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V I I . B I BL IOTHECA ROMANORUM.

(a) Ta rqa in receives t/ze S ibylline B ooks .

Tarquinius Superbus l ibros S ibyllinos tres ali is a mul iere inc ens is tantidem
emit.

Tarqu in, seated in the centre of the picture, rece i ves th ree volumes
from an aged and dignified woman. In front a l ighted braz ier in wh ich
the other book s are burning.

(b) Augustus opens tlze P a la tine libra ry.

Augustus Caes . Pa latina B ib l iotheca magnific e ornata v iros litteratos fovet.

Augustus , in armour, with imperia l mantle, crown and sceptre, stands
le ft of centre. An old man seated at h is feet is wri ting from h is dictation.

Le ft of the Emperor are five des ks w ith five closed books lying on the

top of each . These desks are very probably intended to represent those
of the Vat ican L ibrary as arranged by S ixtus IV. Two men, crowned
w i th laurel

,
are stand ing beh ind the las t desk , convers ing. Beh ind them

aga in is a book - case of three she lves between a pa i r of columns .

Books are lying on the i r s ides on these shel ves . Beneath the shelves
is a desk, w ith book s open upon i t, and others on the i r s ides
beneath i t.

V I I I . B IBL IOTHECA H I EROSOL IM ITANA.

Alexander , B islzop and tII a rtyr , collects a libra ry at
'

j erusa lem.

S . A lexander Epi sc. et Mart. Decio Imp. in magna temporum ac erbitate

sacrorum sc riptorum l ibros H ierosolymis c ongregat.

A picture fu l l ofmovement, occupying the whole space between two
Window s . The sa int is in the centre of the p i cture, seated. Young
men are bring ing in the books , and placing them on shelves .

IX . . B I BL IOTHECA C/ESAR IENSIS .

P amph ilus , P nies t and Ma rtyr , collects a libra ry at Ccesa rea .

S . Pamph ilus Presb . et Mart. admirandae sanc titatis et doc trinae Caesareae

sac ram bibliothec am c onfic it multos l ibros sua manu des c rib it.

Pamphilus , in centre of picture , is g i v ing orders to porters who are

bringing in a basket of books . On his left a large tab le at wh ich a

scribe is writ ing. S . Jerome , seated in r igh t corner of picture, is
apparently d ictat ing to the scribe . Beh ind them is a large book- case
on the sh e lves of wh i ch books lie on the i r s ides ; others are be ing la id
on the top by a man standing on a ladder. In the le ft of the p i cture is
a table covered w ith a green cloth , on wh i ch book - b inders a re a t work.

In front of th is tab le a carpenter is prepar ing boards . In background,
seen through a large window, is a view of Caesarea.
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X . B IBL IOTHECA APOSTOLORUM.

S . P eter order s t/ze safi - kecp ing of books .

S . Petrus sacrorum librorum thesaurum in Romana eccles ia perpetuo
asservari jubet.

S . Peter is standing before an a l tar on wh i ch are books and a cross .

front doctors are writing at a low tab le.

[A sma l l p i c tu re between window and wes t wa l l . ]

X I . B IBL IOTHECA PONTIFICUM.

Tbe successors of S . P eter ca r ry on t/ze library
- tradition.

Romani pontific es apostolic am bibliothec am magno studio amplific ant

atque i l lustrant .

A pope, h is le ft hand resting on a book, is earnestly convers ing wi th
a cardina l, whose back is ha l f turned to the spectator. Another pope,
with th ree aged men, in ba ckground.

[A sma l l p i ctu re on wes t wa l l .]

We wi l l now re tu rn to the eas t end of the room,
and take

the rep res enta t ions of Counc i l s , pa inted on the eas t and no rth
wa l l s , in ch ronolog i ca l o rde r.

I . I I . CONC IL IUM NICAENUM I .

(On eas t wa l l.)

T/ze fi rst Counc il lzeld at M
'

ccea , A.D . 3 2 5 .

S . S i l vestro PP . Constantino Mag . imp . Chr istus dei F i l ius p
'

atr i c on
substantialis dec laratur Ari i impietas c ondemnatur.

Tbe bur ning of tire books of Ar i as .

Ex decreto c onc ili i Constantinus Imp. l ibros Arianorum c omburi inhet.

I I I . CONC I L IUM CONSTANTINOPOLITANUM I .

Tbe fir st Counc il lzeld at Constantinople, A .D . 38 1 .

S . Damaso PP . e t Theodos io sen . imp. Sp iritus Sanct i divinitas pro
pugnatur ne faria Mac edonii haeres is extingu itur.
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IV. CONC IL I UM EPHESINUM.

Tli e Council lzelcl at Ep/zesus , A.D . 43 1 .

S . Caeles tino PP. et Theodos io Jun. Imp . Nestorius Ch ristum d i v idens
damnatur

,
B . Maria V irgo de i genetri x praedic atur.

V. CONC I L IUM CHALCEDONENSE .

Tlze Counc i l field a t Clza lcedon, A.D . 45 1 .

S . Leone magno PP . et Marciano Imp . infelix Eutyc hes vnam tantum
in Chri sto post inc arnationem naturam asserens c onfulatur.

V I . CONC IL IUM CONSTANTINOPOLITANUM I I .

Tlze second Counc il field a t Constantinop le, A .D . 5 5 3 .

V ig i l io Papa et Ius tiniano Imp . c ontentiones de tribus c apitibus sedantur

Origenis errores refelluntur.

V I I . CONC I L IUM CONSTANTINOPOLITANUM I I I .

Tlze t/zi ra
'

Counc il field a t Constantinople, A.D . 680 .

S . Agathone Papa Constantino pogonato Imp. monothelitae haeretic i

vnam tantum in Ch risto voluntatem doc entes exploduntur .

V I I I . CONC IL IUM NICAENUM I I .

I lze second Counci l lzela
’
a t M

'

ccea , A.D . 787 .

Hadriano papa Constantino I renes F . imp . impii iconomach i reiic iuntur
sac rarum imaginum veneratio c onfirmatur.

IX. X . CONC IL IUM CONSTANTINOPOLITANUM IV.

77mfourt/z Counc i l held a t Constantinople, A.D . 869.

Hadriano papa et Bas i l io imp . S . Ignatius patriarcha Constant . in suam

sedem pulso Photio restituitur.

The burning of tilebooks of P lzotius .

Ex decreto c onc ilii Bas i l ius Imp . c h irographa Photu et c onc iliab . acta
c omburi iubet.
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In conc l us ion I w i l l enumera te the s e r ies of e ighteen la rge
p i ctu res on the s ide - wa l l s and in the l unet tes at each end of

the room
,
represent ing ,

wi th some few except ions
,
the benefi ts

confer red on Rome by S i x tu s . The mos t important of these
pi ctu res a re above the windows (fig . of wh ich the re a re s even
on each s ide - wa l l . A La t in coup le t above the pi c tu re records
the s ubjec t, and a l lego r i ca l figures of he ro i c s iz e , one on each s ide

,

fu rthe r ind ica te the i dea wh i c h i t is intended to convey .

The se r ies beg ins at the eas t end of the room,
ove r the doo r.

I . P roces s ion of S ixtus to nis corona tion.

H ic tria S ixte tuo cap it i d iademata dantur
Sed quantum in c oelis te d iadema manet.

ELECTIO SACRA . MAN IFESTATIO.

On the le ft of th i s , ove r the F i rs t N i cene Counc i l , is

11. Corona tion of S ixtus , w i t}:fa cade of old 5 . P eter’s .

Ad temp lum antipodes S ixtum c omitantur euntem

Jamque novus Pastor pasc it ov i le novum.

HONOR. D IGN ITAS .

With the fo l lowing pi ctu re the ser ies on the south wa l l beg ins ,
above the windows

I I I
. An a lleg ori ca l tableau . A lion w i t/t a human face, and a tlzunder

- bolt in b i s r zglzt paw , s tands on a g reen Ii i ll. A fl oclz of skeef i s

feeding .arouna
'
.

Alc ides partem I taliae praedone redemit

Sed totam S i xtus : dic m ih i major uter.
J USTI

’

I
‘

IA . CASTIGATIO.

I V . The obeli sk in front of old 5 . Peter
’

s . Tbe dome r is ing belzind.

Dum stabit motus mu l l is Obelis c us ab Euris

S i xte tuum stab it nomen honosque tuns .

R s u c ro. MUNIF ICENTIA.

V
. An a lleg or ic a l tablea u . A tree loaded w it/z f r uits , up wlti c lz a

lion i s try ing to c limb. A fl ock of sneep benea tlz.

Temporibus S ixti redeunt Saturnia regna
E t p leno cornu cop ia fundit Opes .

CHAR ITAS .
L I BE RAL ITAS .
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V I . A Cala ni an Coc/i lis s urmounted by a s ta tue.

U t vinc lis tenu it Petrum s ic a lta co lumna
Sus tinet ; h inc decus est dedec us unde fuit .

SU BL IMA'

I
‘

IO. MUTA
’

I
‘

IO.

V I I . A c rowd as sembled in front of a c lzur c lz.

S i xtus regnum iniens indic it publ ica vota
Ponderis o quanti vota fu is se v ides .

SALUS GENER I S HUMAN I . P I ETAS RELIG ION IS .

V I I I . Tbe La teran P a la ce, w i th [be Baptis tery and Obeli sk .

- Qu intus res tituit Laterana pa latia S i xtus
Atque obelum med ias transtulit ante fora s .

SANATIO . Puxc u ‘

lo.

IX. A founta in erec ted by S ixtus .

Fons fe l i x ce lebri notus super aelhera versu

Romu lea pas s im jugis in urbe fu it.
MISERATIO . BENIGN ITAS .

The next two p i ctu res a re above the a rches lead ing from
wes t end of the l ib ra ry into the co rr ido r

X . P anorama of Rome as altered by S ixtus .

Dum rectas ad templa v ias sanc tiss ima pand it
Ipse s ib i S i xtus pandit ad astra v iam.

L/ETIF ICATIO. NOBILITAS .

X I . An a lleg or i cal r epresenta tion of tbe Tia ra , w i t/z adoring wars/zippers .

V irgo intacta manet nec vivit adultera conjux
Ca staque nunc Roma es t quae fu it ante sa lax .

CASTITAS. DEFENS IO.

With the fo l lowing pictu re the s er ies on the north wa l l
beg ins

X I I . S ec tion of S . P eter’s , w i t/z tlze dome.

V irg in is abs istit mirar i temp la D ianae
Q ui fanum hoc intrat V irgo Maria tuum.

.
fE Q UWARAfl o . Por asr a s .

X I I I . Tbe Obeli sk in the Ci r c us of N ero.

Max imus est obe lus circus quem max imus ol im
Condidit et S i xtus max imus inrle trah it.

RE/EDIFICATIO . COGNITIO VER I DEL



DECORATION OF VATICAN L IBRARY

XIV. Tbe Tiber , wit/z tlze P onte S is to, a nd t/ze Ospeda le di S anto Sp ir ito.

Q uze ris c ur tota non s it mendic us in Urbe
Tecta parat S i xtus suppeditatque c ibos .

CLEMENT IA. OPERATIO BONA.

XV. A s imi la r v iew .

Jute Antoninum paulo ,
vis S i xte subesse

Nam vere h ic p ius est impius i l le p ius .

Eu zc r lo SACRA. VERA GLOR IA.

XV I . A
'

s imi la r v iew
,
w i tli the Obelisk.

Trans fers S i xte p ium trans ferre an dignior a lter
Trans ferr i an vero dignior alter erat.

Rac oc mr io . GRATITUDO.

XV I I . Tbe Obeli sk, now in front of S . P eter
’
s , before i t was removed.

Q ui Regum tumulis Obelisc us servnt ol im
Ad cunas Christi tu pie S i xte locas .

OBLAT IO. DEVOTIO .

XV I I I . A fleet a t s ea .

Instru it h ic S i xtus classes qu ibus aequora purget

Et Solymos vic tos sub sua jura trahat.

PROVIDEN’

I
‘

IA . SECU R ITAS .
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CHAPT ER I I .

CHR I ST IAN L I BRAR IES CONNECTED W ITH CHU RCHES . USE

OF THE APSE . MONAST IC COMMUN IT IES . S . PACHOMI US .

S . BENED ICT AND H IS SUCCESSORS . EACH HOU S E I IAD A

L IBRARY. ANN UAL AUD IT OF BOOKS . LOAN ON SECUR ITY.

MODES OF PROTECT ION . CU RSES . PRAYERS FOR DONORS .

ENDOWMENT OF L I BRAR IES . US E OF THE CLOI STER .

DEVELOPMENT OF C ISTERC IAN BOOK - ROOM. COMMON

PRESS . CARRELLS . GLASS .

HE evidence co l lec ted in the la s t chapter shews
tha t wha t I have the re ca l led the Roman c on

c eption of a l i b ra ry was ma inta ined
, even by

Ch ris t ian ecc les ia s t i cs
,
du r ing many centu r ies Of

our era . I have next to trace the beg inning and

the deve lopment of anothe r c lass of l i bra r ies ,
d i rect ly connec ted w i th Chr is t ian i ty. We sha l l find tha t the
book s intended for the use of the new commun i t ies were s to red
in or nea r the p laces whe re they met for se rv i ce , j us t a s in

the mos t anc ient t imes the s a fe - keeping of s im i la r t reas u res
had been ent rusted to temples .

I t is easy to see how th is came abou t . The necess ary
se rv ice - books wou ld be placed in the hands of the ecc les ias t i c
who had cha rge Of the bu i ld ing in whi ch the cong rega t ion
as sembled . To these vo l umes—wh ich at fi rs t were doubt les s
rega rded in the s ame l ight a s ves tments or s ac red ves se ls
t rea t i ses intended for edific ation or ins t ruct ionwould be g radua l ly
added , and so the nucleus of a l ib ra ry wou ld be formed .

The ex i s tence of s uch l ib ra r ies does not res t on inference
only. The re a re nume rous a l l us ions to them in the Fathe rs
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and othe r w r i te rs ; S . Je rome, for ins tance ,
advis es a cor respondent

to consu l t chu rch - l i b ra r ies , as though eve ry ch u rch pos s es sed one
‘
.

As however the a l l us ions to them are gene ra l , and s ay noth ing
abou t extent or a r rangement, th i s pa rt of my s ubject need not

deta in us long ?

The ea rl ies t co l lect ion of which I have d i s cove red any reco rd
is that got togethe r at J eru s a lem,

by B ishop A lexande r , who
d ied AD . 2 50. E useb ius

,
when wri t ing h is E cc les ias t i ca l H is to ry

some e ighty yea rs la te r, des c r ibes th is l ib ra ry a s a s to rehouse of

h is to r i ca l reco rds
,
wh ich he h ad h imse l f u s ed w i th advantage

in
’

the compos i t ion of h is wo rk ”. A s t i l l more important co l lee
t ion ex is ted at Cae sa rea in Pa les t ine . S . Jerome s ays d i s t inc t l y
tha t i t wa s founded by Pamph ilus ,

“
a man who in z ea l for the

a cqu i s i t ion of a l ib ra ry w ished to take rank w i th Demet r i us
Pha lereus and A s Pamph ilus s u ffe red ma rtyrdom
in AD . 309 ,

th is l ib ra ry mus t have been got toge the r soon a fter
tha t a t Je rusa lem. . It is d es c ri bed as not only extens i ve, but
rema rkable for the importanc e °

of the manus cr ipts i t conta ined .

He re was the suppos ed H ebrew or ig ina l of S . Ma t thew’

s Gospe l “,
and mos t of the works of Or igen, got togethe r by the piou s ca re
of Pamph ilus , who had been his pup i l and devoted admi re r .
S . Je rome h imse l f wo rked in th is l ib ra ry, and co l la ted there
the manus cr ipts wh ich Or igen had us ed when prepa r ing his

Hexapla ? At C i rta the chu rch and the l i b ra ry we re ev ident ly

1 Epist. XL IX . § 3 . Ad Pammac hi um. Revo l ve omn ium quos supra memorav i
c ommentarios , et ec c lesiarum bibliothec is frnere et mag is concito gradu ad optata
Coeptaque pervenies .

2 I have to acknowledge my indebtedness to the article “ L ibraries , in the

D i ctiona ry of Ch r i stian Anti qu i ties , and to the re ferences there g i ven.

3 H i st. E cc l. V I . 20. fixuag
'

ov dé Ira/rd 7 087 0 r helous 76w re a l éxrrhnma an xol

dubpes (5 0 rea l éma r ohds up“ dhhrjhovs di exdpa r r ov 81 ; m7” awfone
'

va s ebpei v f fir opov,

a t m l 619 finds é¢>uhdx8na av éu ‘
rfi it a/rd. r iyv AlMa v fiifihtofinK

-

g wpbs
‘
r oO ‘

r ni uxdfie 1 3711

ai ér ovr os wapol a v éma k evao
'Oelay, Ka i a brol was

nerd xeipa s t
'

nroOéa ews é1rl Ta i
’

rrb a' vva ‘

yri yew debumjnefia .

Epi st. xx x 1v . , Ad Al a rm/tum. De a l iquot locis Psa lmi cxxv i . Migne , Vol. XX I I .
448

I bid. D e Vir is I llu str ibus , Chap . 3. Migne, Vol . XX I I I . 6 13 . Porro ipsum
H ebra icum habetur usque hod ie in Cae sariens i b ib l iothec a quam Pamph ilus martyr
stud iose c onfec it.

8 Comment. in Titum, Chap. 3 , v . 9 . Unde et nob is curae fu it omnes Veteris Leg is
'

l ibros quos v ir doctus Adamantins in Hexapla diges serat de Caesar iens i b ib l iotheca
desc riptos ex ips is authentic is emendare .
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in the s ame building ,
. fr0m the way in wh i ch they a re spoken Of

in the account of the pe rsecu t ion of AD . 303—304.

“ The

office rs ,
”
we are to ld

,

“ went into the bu i ld ing (domus) whe re
the Chris t ians we re in th e hab i t Of mee t ing . There they took
an inventory of the p la te and ves tments .

“ But
,
p roceed s the

na rra t i ve , “ when they came to the l i b ra ry , the pres ses the re
we re found Augu s t ine , on h is dea thbed ,

AD . 430, gave
d i rect ions tha t “

the l i b ra ry of the chu rch [at H ippo] , and a ll

the manus c r ipts
,
s hou ld be ca re fu l ly pres e rved by those who

came a fter h im i
.

”

Fu rthe r, the re appea rs to be good reason for be l iev ing tha t
when a chu rch had a t r ip le apse , the la te ra l apses we re sepa ra ted
Off by a cu rta in or a door, the one to conta in the s ac red ve s se ls ,
the o the r the books . Th is v iew

,
wh ich ha s been e labora ted by

De Ros s i in explana t ion of th ree reces ses in the th i cknes s Of the
wa l l of the aps e of a sma l l p r i va te o ra to ry d i s c ove red in Rome

in 1876
3
,
is ch iefly s u ppo rted by the language Of Pa u l inus , Bishop

of No la ,
who l i ved from abou t AD . 3 5 3 to AD . 43 1 . He des cr i bes

a bas i l i ca e rected by h ims e l f a t No la in honou r of S . Fe l i x ,
ma rtyr, as having

“
an apse d iv ided into th ree (aps idem tr i

and in a s ubsequent pas s age , a fte r s ta t ing tha t there
a re to be two reces ses , one to the r igh t , the othe r to the le ft Of
the apse, he add s , “ these ve rs es ind i ca te the use of and

g i ves the fo l lowing couple ts , wi th the i r head ings :

On tlze rig/i t of Me Apse.

Hic locus es t veneranda penus qua c onditur, et qua

Ponitur a lma sacri pompa ministerii .

Here are the sacred vessels stored, and here
The peacefu l trappings of our holy ri tes .

Optatus : De sc lzismate Dona tista rum. Fol. Paris , 1 702 . App . p . 167 .

Augu stini Opera , Paris , 1838 , X] . p . 102 .

3 B u llettino di Ar cheologz
’

a Cler i stiana , Serie terz a , 1876, p. 48 .

Epist. xxxn . 10 (ed . Migne , Vol. LXI . p . Bas i l ica ig itur
apostolorum et martyrum intra aps idem tric horam sub alta ria sacra l is .

5 Mid . 13 . Cum duabus dextra laevaque c onc hulis intra spatiosum sui ambitum

aps is s inuata laxetur, una c arum immo lanti hostias jubilationis antist it i parat ; a ltera
post sac erdotem capaci s inu rec eptat 16. In sec retariis vero duobus quac
supra d i x i circa aps idem esse h i vers us ind icant ol’fi c ia s ingulorum.
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On tlze left of tbe same.

S i quem sancta tenet meditandi in lege voluntas
Hic poterit residens sac ris intendere l ibris .

Here he whose though ts are on the laws of God

May s it and ponder over holy books .

As De Ross i exp la ins , the fi rs t of the two n i c hes was in
tended to conta in th e ves se l s and fu rn i tu re of the a l ta r ; the
second was reserved for the s a fe - keep ing of the s ac red book s .

The word tr icbora ,
in G reek Tp i

’

xw,
is u sed by la ter wr i ters to

des igna te a th ree - fo l d d i v i s ion of any Objec t—as for ins tance
,

by D ios cor ides , of the s eed -

pod of the a cac ia ‘
.

Whethe r th is theo ry o f
'

the us e of the aps e be ac cu ra te or

fanc i fu l
,
the pu re ly Chr is t ian l ib ra r ies to wh ich I have a l l uded

we re undoubted ly connected , more or les s c lose l y, w ith chu rc hes ;
and I s ubm i t tha t the l i bra r ies wh i ch in the M id d le Ages we re
connected w i th ca thed ra l s and c o l leg ia te chu rches are the i r l inea l
des cendants .

I have next to cons ide r the l ib ra r ies formed by monas t i c
commun i t ies , the o r ig in of wh i ch may be t raced to very ea r ly
t imes . Among the Chris t ians of the fi rs t th ree centu r ies the re
we re enthu s ias ts who

,
d is contented w i th the l uxu r ious l i fe they

led in the popu lou s c i t ies a long the coas ts of Afr i ca and Syria ,
fled into the Egypt ian des e rts , the re to lead a l i fe of r igorou s
s e l f- den ia l and re l ig ious contempla t ion. These he rm i ts were
pres ent ly jo ined by othe r he rm i ts

,
and sma l l commun i t ies we re

g radua l ly formed , wi th a regu la r o rgani z a t ion tha t fo reshadowed
the Ru les and Cus toms of the la ter monas t i c l i fe. Thos e who

gove rned these pr im i t i ve mona s ter ies soon rea l is ed the fact tha t
w i thou t book s the i r inma tes wou l d re lapse into ba rbari sm, and

l i b ra r ies we re got toge ther . The Ru le of S . Pachom i us (A .D.

292 whose monas te ry wa s at TabennIS I nea r Dende rah in
Uppe r Egypt, provides tha t the books of the House a re to be

kept in a cupboa rd (fenes tra) in the th i cknes s of the wa l l . Any

brothe r who wanted a book m ight have one for a week
, at the

end of wh ich he wa s bound to retu rn it. No brother m ight

1 Book I . Chap . 2 . D e A ca c ia . ¢>épei a 1rép,u.a e
'

u t cixoi s o' vveg
‘

ev
‘

ynévow rpixdipocs

r erpaxu
'

spoi s . Comp . a l so Book IV . Chap . 167 . The use of the apse is d iscussed
byLeno ir, ArchitectureMonastique, 4to. Paris , 1 85 2 , Vol. I . p . 1 1 I .
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was enc ou raged and enfo rced by S . Bened ic t h imse l f, wi th whom
the mona s t i c l i fe

,
a s we conce i ve i t

,
may be s a id to have

o r ig ina ted ; (2) tha t s ubsequent l y, as Orde r a fter O rde r was
founded , a s teady deve lopment of fee l ing wi th regard to books ,
and an ever - inc rea s ing ca re for the i r s a fe - keeping, c an be

t raced .

The Ru le of S . Bened i c t was made publ i c ea r l y in the s i x th
centu ry ; a nd the la te r

‘

O rde rs were bu t offshoots of
'

the

Bened ic t ine t ree , e i the r us ing h is Ru le or bas ing the i r own

s ta t u tes upon i t . I t w i l l the re fo re be des i rable to beg in th is
resea rch by exam in ing wha t S . Bened i c t sa id on the s ubjec t
of s tudy , and I w i l l t rans la te a few l ines from the 48th chapter
of h is Ru le

, Of da ily ma nua l labour .

Idleness is the enemy of the soul hence breth ren ough t, at certa in
seasons

,
to occupy themse lves with manua l labour, and aga in, at certa in

hours, wi th holy
Between Easter and the ca lends of October let them apply them

se lves to read ing from the fourth hour ti l l near the s ixth hour.
From the ca lends of October to the beginning of Lent let them

apply themse lves to read in g unti l the second During Lent, let
them apply themse lves to reading from morning unt i l the end of the

th i rd in these days of Lent, let them rece ive a book apiece
from the l ibra ry, and read i t stra igh t th rough . These books are to be

given out at the beginn ing of Lent
‘
.

In th is pas sage the libra ry—by wh ich a book - pres s is

probably to be unders tood—is spec ia l l y ment ioned . In othe r
wo rd s , a t tha t ea r ly da te the forma t ion of a co l lect ion of book s
was contempla ted , la rge enough to s upply the commun i ty w i th
a vo l ume ap iec e , wi thou t c ount ing th e servi ce - books requ i red for
use in the chu rch .

The Bened i ct ine Orde r flou r i shed and inc reased abundant ly
for mo re than four cent u r ies

,
unt i l , abou t AD . 9 12 , the o rde r of

C l uni wa s es tabl ished . It wa s s o ca l led from the ce lebra ted
abbey nea r Macon in Bu rgundy, wh i ch , though not the fi rs t
house of the O rde r in po int of da te, became s ubsequent ly the
fi rs t in extent , wea l th , and reputa t ion. A s a s t r i c te r observance
of the Ru le of S . Bened i c t was the ma in objec t whi ch the

founder of th is Orde r had in v iew ,
the Bened ic t ine d i rec t ions

Benedi cti R egula Monac lzorum, ed . E. Woelfllin, Leipz ig, Teubner, 1895 .
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respect ing s tudy a re ma inta ined and deve loped . The Cus toms

pres cr ibe the fo l lowing reg u la t ions for book s

On the second day of Lent the only passage of the Rule to be read
in Chapter is that concern ing the observance of Lent.
Then sha l l be read a loud a note (brevis) of the books wh ich a year

before had been given out to breth ren for the i r read ing. When a

brother’s name is ca l led, he rises , and returns the book that had been
given to h im and i f i t should happen that he has not read i t th rough ,
he is to ask forgi veness for h is want of di l igence .

A carpet on wh ich those books are to be la id out is to be put down
in the Chapter-House and the titles of those wh i ch are dis tributed
to brethren a fresh are to be noted, for wh ich purpose a tab let is to be
made of somewha t la rger s iz e than usua l

“
.

In a s ubsequent chapte r i t is d i rec ted tha t the books a re

to be ent rus ted to the offi c ia l “
who is ca l led P recentor and

A rma r ius , because he us ua l l y ha s cha rge of the l ib ra ry, wh i ch
is a ls o ca l led the a rma r ium Th i s a r rangement shews
tha t up to th i s da te a ll the books , whether serv ice - books or not

,

we re rega rded a s be long ing to the chu rch .

I c ome next to the dec rees g i ven to the Eng l i sh Bened i ct ines
by A rchbi shop Lanfranc in or abou t 1070.

“We send you
”

he

s ays “
the Cus toms of our Orde r in wr i t ing , s e lec ted from the

Cus toms of those hou s es (c cenobia) which a re in our day of the

h ighes t a u thor i ty in the monas t i c orde r s.” The sect ion re la t ing
to book s is so interes t ing tha t I wi l l t rans la te i t .

On the Monday a fter the first Sunday in the breth ren
go in to Chapter, the l ibrar ian (custos librorum) ough t to have all the

1 D e secunda fer ia quadrages inue . In cap itu lo nequaquam a l ia Regulae sententia
legi tur quam quae est de quadrages ima. Rec ita tur quoque B rev is librorum qui anno

praete rito sunt ad legendum fratribus erogati . Cum quilibet frater nominatur, surg it,
et librum s ib i datum reddit : c t si c um forte non perlegerit, pro indiligentia veniam
petit. Es t autem unus tapes ibi c ons tra tus s uper quem i l l i l ibr i ponuntur, de quibus
iterum quanti dantur, dantur c um B rev i ; et ad hoc

‘

es t una tabula aliquantulum major
facta . Antiou iores Consuetudines Cluniacens is Monaster i i . Lib . 1. Cap. L I I .

D
’

Ac hery, Spi c ileg ium, ed . 1 723 , I . 667 .

2 I bid. L ib . I I I . Cap . x . I bid. 690. De P ra centore et Arma r io. Praec entor et

Armarius Armari i nomen Obtinuit eo quod in ejus manu so let esse B ibl io theca quze et

in a l io nomine Armarium appellatur.

3 Reyner, Apostolatus Benedi c tinorum in Anglia , fol. 1626. App. Part 111. p . 2 1 1 .

As Lanfranc styles h imsel f in th e pro logue B ishop of Rouen, these decrees must have
been is sued between August 1067 and August 1070 , when he was made Archb ishop
of Canterbury .



68 ENGL I SH BENED ICT IN ES . LANFRANC
’

S STATUTES [CH.

books brough t together into the Chapter—Ho
'use and la id out on a carpet,

except those wh i ch had been given out for reading during the past year
these the brethren ought to bring wi th them as they come into Chapter,
each carrying h is book in h is hand . Of th is they ough t to have had
not ice given to them by the a foresa id l ibrarian on the preced ing day in
Chapter. Then let the passage in the Rule of S . Bened i ct about the
observance of Lent be read, and a discourse be preached upon i t. Next
let the l ibrarian read a document (breve) setting forth the names of the
brethren who have had books during the pas t year ; and let each brother,
when he hears h is own name pronounced, return the book wh ich had
been entrus ted to h im for reading ; and let h im who is consc ious of not
ha v ing read the book through wh i ch he had rece ived, fa l l down on h is

face, confess his faul t, and pray for forgiveness .

Then let the a foresa id l ibrarian hand to each brother another book
for read ing ; and when the books have been distributed in order

,
let the

a foresa id l ibrarian in the same Chapter put on record the names of the
books , and of those who rece ive them‘

.

It is , I th ink , c erta in tha t when Lanfranc was wri t ing th i s
pa s sage the C l un iac Cus toms mus t have been be fo re h im“

. It

shou ld be noted tha t the l ib ra r ian is not defined o the rwi se than
a s

“ keepe r of the books
,
but

_

we lea rn from the Cus toms of

Bened i ct ine hou s es s ubsequent to Lanfranc ’

s t ime tha t th is d uty
was d is cha rged by the Precentor, as in the C l un ia c Cu s toms .

For ins tance, in the Cus toms of the Bened i c t ine house at

Ab ingdon, in Be rksh i re, drawn up nea r the end of the twe l fth
century, we read :

The precentor sha l l keep clean the presses belonging to the boys
and the nov i ces, and all others in which the books Of the convent are
stored, repa i r them when they

.

are broken, provide coverings for the
books in the l ibrary, and make good any damage done to them 3

.

The precentor cannot sel l , or give away, or pledge any books ; nor
c an he lend any except on depos i t of a pledge, of equa l or greater
va lue than the book itse l f. I t is sa fer to fa l l back on a pledge, than to

1 Reyner, Apos tolatus B enedic tinormn ' in Anglia , fol. 1626. App . Part I 11. p . 2 16.

2 I am aware that the Customs printed byD
’

Ac hery are dated 1 1 10 ; but it need
not be assumed that they were written in that year. S imi lar d irections a re to be found
among the Veteres Consuetudines of the BenedictineAbbey of S . B eno it sur Lo ire , or
F leury , founded 625 . Flor ia cens is vetus B ibliotlzeca , 8vo. Lyons , 1605 , p . 394 .

3 Cantor almaria puerorum juvenum et
“

a l ia in qu ibus l ibr i c onventus reponentur

innovabit frac ta praeparahit [repa rabitP] pannos librorum b ib l iotheca:reperiet fracturas
librorum refic iet. Clzroni con mona ster i i de Abingdon (De obedientariis Abbendoniaz).

Ro l ls Ser ies , 11. 37 1 .
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CARTHUS IANS . CI STERC IANS [CHAR

They d id
,
howeve r

,
on occas ion lend books

,
for i t is prov ided

tha t when books are lent no one sha l l re ta in them cont ra ry to
the wi l l of the lenders ‘. It wou ld be interes t ing to know how
th i s ru le was enfo rced .

Th e Ci s te rc ian O rde r— founded 1 128—adopted the Bened i c
t ine Ru le , and wi th i t the Obl iga t ion of s tudy and wri t ing .

Mo reover, in the i r anx ie ty to ta ke due ca re of the i r b ook s , they
went fu rthe r than the i r p redeces so rs ; for they ent rus ted them
to a s pec ia l offi ce r

,
ins tead of to the precento r, and they

adm i t ted a spec ia l room to conta in them into the g round - plan
of the i r hou ses .

A t a la te r po int I sha l l re tu rn to the inte res t ing s ubject of the
C is te rc ian book - room. For the p res ent I mu s t content myse l f
w i th t rans la t ing from the i r C us toms the pas s age re la t ing to

books . I t occu rs in Chapte r CXV .
, Of t/ze precentor and Izis

a s s is tant. Afte r des cr ib ing h is va r iou s du t ies , the wri te r proceed s :

With regard to the p roduction and sa fe- keep ing Of charters and
books , the abbat is to cons ider to whom he sha l l entrus t th is duty.

The ofli c er so appo inted may go as far as the doors of the writ ing
rooms when he wants to hand in or to take out a book, but he may not

go ins ide . In the same way for books in common use, as for instance
antiphoners, hymna ls , gradua ls , lectionaries [etc ], and thos e wh i ch are

read in the Frater and at Co l lation,
h e may go as far as the door of the

novices, and of the s i ck, and of the writers , and then ask for what he
wants by a s ign, but he may not go further unless he have been

commanded by the abba t. When Col lation is over it is h is duty to

close the press, and during the per iod of labour
,
of s leep

,
and Of mea ls

,

and wh i le vespers are be ing sung, to keep it locked
”
.

The Cus toms of the Augus t inian Orde r are exceed ing ly fu l l
on the s ubjec t of books . I wi l l t rans la te pa rt of the 14 th
Chapter Of the Cu s toms in use at Ba rnwe l l ", nea r Cambr idge .

ma c ulentur ; L ibros qu ippe tanquam semp iternum anima rum nostra rum cibum
c autiss ime c us todiri et stud ios iss ime volumus fieri vt qui ore non pos sumus dei verbum
manibus predi c emus . Guigonis , Prioris Carthus iae, S ta tuto . Fol. Bas le, 1 5 10 .

S ta tuta Antigua , Part 2 , Cap . XVI . 9.

1 L ibros c um c ommodantiIr nu l lus contra c ommodantium retineat voluntatem.

I bid. Cap . xxx11. 16.

2 Les Monuments pr
'imitifi de la Regle Cister c ienne, par Ph . Gu ignard, 8vo. D ijon ,

18 78 , p . 2 37 .

3 Tlze Observances in u se a t t/ze Augustin ia n P r iory of S . Gi les and S . Andrew at

B a rnwell : ed . J . W . Clark . 8vo. Camb. , 1897 , p . 15 . Th is pas sage a lso occurs in
the Customs of the Augustin ian House a t G rOnendaal near Brusse ls . MS . in the

Roya l L ibrary, Brusse ls , fol . 5 3 , v°. D e Ar ma r io.



AUGUSTIN IANS

I t is headed : Of t/ze s afe keeping of tbc boobs , and of t/ze ofi ce

of L ibra r ian (a rma r ius ). As th e pa s sage occu rs a l so in the

Cus toms a s obse rved in France and in Belg i um,
i t may be

taken, I pres ume, to represent the genera l pract ice of the Order.

The L ibra rian, who 15 ca l led also P recentor, is to take charge of the

books of the church ,
a ll wh ich he ough t to keep and to know under

the i r separate ti tles ,
and he should frequently examine them ca re ful ly

to prevent any damage or injury from insects or decay. He ought a lso,
at the beginning of Lent, in each year

,
to shew them to the convent in

Chapter, when the soul s of those who have given them to the church , or
of the brethren who have written them, and laboured o ver them, ough t
to be absol ved, and a service in convent be he ld over them. He ought
a l so to hand to the breth ren the books wh i ch they see occas ion to use,

and to enter on h is rol l the titles of the books , and the names of those
who rece ive them. These, when requ i red, are bound to give surety for
the volumes they rece i ve ; nor may they lend them to others

,
whether

known or unknown, wi thout having first Obta ined permiss ion from the

L ibrarian. Nor ough t the L ibrarian h imse l f to lend books unles s he
rece ive a p ledge of equa l va lue and then he ough t to enter on h is ro l l
the name of the borrower, the t itle of the book lent, and the pledge
taken. The larger and more va luable books he ough t not to lend to
anyone, known or unknown, without permis s ion of the

Books wh i ch are to be kept at hand for da i ly use, whether for
s inging or read ing, ough t to be in some common place, to wh i ch all the

breth ren c an have easy a ccess for inspection, and selection of anything
wh i ch seems to them su itable . The books , there fore, ough t not to be
carried away into chambers , or into corners outs ide the C lo is ter or the
Church . The L ibrarian ough t frequently to dus t the books ca re ful ly,
to repa i r them,

and to po int them
,
lest breth ren should find any error

or h indrance in the da i ly service of the church
,
whether in s ing ing or in

read ing. No other brother ought to erase or change anyth ing in the

books unless he ha ve obta ined the consent Of the
The pres s in wh i ch the book s are kept ough t to be l ined ins ide with

wood, that the clamp of the wa l ls may not mo is ten or sta in the books .

Th i s press should be d ivided vert ica l ly as wel l a s horiz onta l ly by sundry
she lves on wh i ch the books may be ranged so a s to be separated from
one another ; for fear they be packed so close as to injure each other or
delay those who wan t them ‘

.

Further, as the book s ought to be mended, pointed, and taken care
of by the L i brarian, so ough t they to be properly bound by h im.

1 As I know of no other passage in a med ieva l writer wh ich describes
an arma r ium,

I transcribe the orig ina l text : Armarium, in quo l ibri reponuntur,
intrinsec us l igno vestitum esse debet ne humor parietum l ibros humec tet vel infic iat.
In quo ec iam d i vers i ord ines seorsum et deorsum dis tinc ti esse debent, in qu ibus l ibr i
s eparatim co l loc at i pos s int, et d istingu i abinvic em , ne n imia compress io ips is l ibris
noc eat, vel querent i moram inuec tat.



PREMONSTRATENS IAN S . FRANC ISCAN S [CHAR

The Orde r of Prémont ré—bet ter known a s the Premonstra

tens ians , or refo rmed Augus t inians—repea t the essent ia l pa rt
of thes e d i rec t ions in the i r s ta tu te , Of tlze L ibrar ian (a rma r ius),
w i th th is add i t ion,

tha t i t is to be pa r t of the l i b ra r ian’

s du ty to
provide for the borrowing of books for the use of the House

, a s

we l l a s for lending l .
La s t ly, the Fr ia rs

,
though p roperty wa s fo rb idden

,
and

5 . Franc is wou ld not a l low h is d i s c i p les to own so much as a

psa l te r or a brevia ry 2, soon found tha t books were a neces s i ty
,

and the seve r i ty of ea r l y d is c ip l ine was re laxed in favou r of a
l i bra ry. S . F ranc is d ied in 12 26, and only th i rty - fou r yea rs
a fte rwa rds , among the cons t i tu t ions adopted by a Gene ra l
Chapter of the Orde r he l d at Na rbonne 10 J une , 1260, are

severa l p rovisions re la t ing to book s . They a re of no g rea t
importance , taken by themse l ves , bu t the i r appea rance at so

ea r ly a da te p roves tha t books had become ind ispens able. I t is

enacted tha t no b rothe r may wr i te book s , or have them wr i t ten,

for s a le ; nor may the ch ief office r of a p rovince ventu re to keep
books wi thou t leave obta ined from the ch ie f offi ce r of the who le
O rder ; no brother may keep the book s a ss igned to him,

unles s
they are a l together the prope rty of the Orde r—and so forth “.
A cent u ry la te r, when R i cha rd de Bu ry , Bishop of Du rham

,
was

wri t ing h is P /zilobiblon (comple ted 24 Janua ry, 1344 he

cou l d s ay of them and the othe r fr ia rs—whom ,
be i t remembered ,

he
,
as a regu la r, wou ld rega rd wi th s cant favou r

But whenever it happened that we turned as ide to the c ities and

places where the Mend icants had the i r convents we did not d isda in to
v is i t the i r l ibraries and any other repos itories of books ; nay there we
found heaped up amidst the utmos t poverty the utmost ri ches ofwisdom.

1 S tatuta primaria Praemons tratens is Ord in is , Cap. V II . ap . Le Pa ige, B ibliotli eca
P ram. 0rd. fol. Paris , 1633 , p . 803 . The words are Ad Armarium pertinet l ibros
custod ire , et s i s c iverit emendare ; Armarium librorum, c um necesse fuerit, c laudere et

aperire lIbros mutuo ac c ipere c um necesse fueri t et nos tros quee rentibus commodare
sed non s ine lic entia Abbatis vel Prioris absente Abbate et non s ine memor ia l i
competenti .

2 The del ightful story of S . Franci s and the brother who w ished for a psa lterof
h is own is told in the Spec ulum P erfec tion is , ed . Sabatier, 8vo . Paris , 1898 , p . 1 1 .

3 These Const itutions have been printed by Father F . Ehrle in a paper ca l led
D ie e

‘

i ltesten k eda ctionen der Genera lcons ti tu tionen des F ranz i sbaner ordens , in
“ Arc h i v

fur L itera tur und K irchengesch ichte des Mitte la lters , ” Band v1. pp . I—138 . The

passages c ited above w i l l be found on p . I I I .
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BOOKS LENT ON SECU R ITY

Second ly , by the t ime tha t Lanfranc was wr i t ing h is s ta tu tes
for Eng l ish Bened i ct ines , i t was ev ident ly contemp la ted tha t the
numbe r of book s wou ld have exceeded the numbe r of breth ren,
for the keepe r of the books is d i rec ted to br ing a ll the books
of the Hou s e into Chapte r, and a fter tha t the breth ren

,
one

by one
,
a re to br ing in the books wh ich they have bo r rowed ‘.

Among the books be long ing to the House the re were probably
some s erv i ce - books ; bu t, from the language u sed , i t appea rs to
me tha t we may fa i r ly conc l ude tha t by the end of the e leventh
cent u ry Bened i ct ine Houses had two s e ts of books : (1) those
wh ich we re d i s t r ibu ted among the b reth ren ; (2) thos e wh ich
we re kept in some s a fe place

,
a s pa rt of the pos ses s ions of the

House : or, to adopt modern ph ras es , tha t they had a lend ing
l i bra ry and a l i bra ry of refe rence .

Th i rd ly , i t is evident tha t the loan of books to pe rsons in

gene ra l , on adequa te s ecu r i ty, began a t a ve ry ea r ly da te . On

th i s account I have a l ready ventu red to ca l l monas t i c l ib ra r ies
the pub l i c l i b ra r ies of the Midd le Ages . A s t ime went on, the

pract i ce wa s deve loped , and a t l as t became gene ra l . It wa s even
enjo ined upon monks a s a duty by the i r ecc les ia s t ica l supe r io rs .

In 12 12 a Counc i l wh i ch met a t Pa r i s made the fo l lowing dec ree,
bu t I am not able to s ay whethe r i t was accepted out of France

We forb id those who belong to a re l igious Order, to formulate any
vow aga ins t lending the i r books to those who are in need of them ;

see ing that to lend is enumerated among the principa l works ofmercy.

A fter care ful cons ideration, let some books be kept in the House for
the use of brethren ; others , accord ing to the decis ion of the abbat

, be

lent to those who are in need of them
,
the rights of the House being

sa fe -

guarded.

From the present date no book is to be reta ined under pa in of

incurr ing a curse [for its al ienation], and we declare all such curses to
be -of no effect 9.

1 In the CluniacCustoms those volumes onl y wh ich had been as s igned to particular
breth ren are to be la id on the carpet. I t is d ifficult to understand the reason for th is
forma l as s ignment of a book to each brother who chose to ask for one. As brethren
in those earl y times had no separate cub icles or cel ls , it cou ld hardly imply more than
a precaution aga inst the d ifficulty of two brethren requ iring the use of the same

vo lume . Poss ib l y the ' who le intention was d iscip l inary , to ensure study as prescribed
by the Rule.

9 De l is le , B ib] . dc I’Ecole a
’
er Cha r/es , Ser . 3 , Vol. 1. p . 2 2 5 . Interdic imus inter

a l ia v iris religios is , ne emittant juramentum de non c ommodando l ibros suos ind igen
tibus , c um commodare inter praec ipua miseric ordize opera c omputetur . Sed, adhibita



VALUE SET U PON BOOKS

In the s ame centu ry many vo l umes were bequea thed to the
Augus t in ian Hous e of S . V i c tor , Pa r i s , on the expres s cond i t ion
tha t they shou l d be so lent ‘. It is a lmos t need les s to add tha t
one abbey was cont inua l ly lend ing to anothe r, e i ther for read ing
or for copying ?

Hou ses wh ich lent l i be ra l l y wou ld probably be the fi rs t to
re lax d i s c i pl ine so fa r a s to admi t s t range rs to the i r l i bra r ies
and in the s i x teenth and fo l lowing centu r ies the l i b ra r ies of the

Bened i ct ine House of S . Germa in des Pres . Pa r i s , as we l l as the
a l ready ment ioned House of S . V i cto r , we re open to all come rs
on ce rta in days in the week .

When we t ry to rea l i se the fee l ings w i th wh ich monas t i c
communi t ies rega rd ed books , i t mus t a l ways be remembe red
tha t they had a pa te rna l inte res t in them. In many cas es they
had been wri t ten in the ve ry House in wh ich they we re a fter
wa rds read from gene ra t ion to gene ra t ion and i f not, they had
probably been procu red by the exchange of s ome wo rk s o

wr i t ten. In fact , i f a book was not a son of the House
,
i t was at

leas t a nephew .

The conv ic t ion tha t books we re a posses s ion w ith wh i ch no

convent cou ld d ispense , appea rs in many med ieva l w r i te rs .

The who le ma t te r is s ummed up in the ph ra se , wri tten abou t
1 170,

c laus t rum s ine a rma r io
,
cas t rum s ine a rmamenta r io 3

,

”

an

epig ram wh ich I wi l l not s po i l by t ry ing to t rans la te i t ; and

even mo re c lea r ly in the pas s iona te u t te rances of Thomas a

Kempi s on the deso la te cond i t ion of pr ies t and convent w i thou t
books ‘. Th e “ round of c rea t ion is explo red for s im i les to

enforce th is t ru th . A pries t so s i tua ted is l i ke a ho rs e wi thou t
b rid le , a sh i p w i thou t oa rs , a wr i te r w i thou t pens , a b i rd wi thou t
w ings , etc . ; wh i le the House is l i ke a k i tchen wi thou t s tewpans ,
c ons ideratione d i l igenti , a l i i in domo ad opus fratrum retineantur ; a l i i secundum
providentiam abbati s , c um indemnitate domus , indigentibus c ommodentur. Et 3.

modo nul lus l iber sub anathemate teneatur, et omnia predic ta anathemata absolvimus .

Labbe , Conc z
'

lz
'

a , x 1. 69.

1 De l is le , Cab. des Manmc r its , 11. 2 26.

2 M. De l is le (u ! supra , 11. 124) c ites an inscription in one of the MSS . of the

B ib l iotheque Nationa le , Paris : L iber i ste de Corbeia : sed prestaverunt nob is usque
Pascha .

”

3 Mabillon, Tfiera um s Aueca
’
olor um, Vol. 1. p . 1 5 1.

Opera T/wmcz a Camp i
'

s
, fol. 15 23 . Fol. XLV11. 7 . The passage occ urs in his

Doc tr ina/ej uwmtm, Cap. V .



P ROTECT ION OF BOOKS

a table
'

without food , a we l l w i thou t wa te r, a r i ver w i thou t fish
and many othe r th ings wh ich I have no space to ment ion.

E v idence of the so l i c i tude wi th wh i ch they protected the i r
t reas u res is not want ing . The ve ry mode of ho l d ing a manus c r i pt
was pres c r ibed

,
i f not by law, at leas t by genera l cus tom.

“When
the re l ig ious a re engaged in read ing in c lo i s ter or in chu rch ,

”

s ays an O rde r of the Genera l Bened i ct ine Chapte r,
“ they sha l l

if pos s ib le ho l d the
“ book s in the i r le ft hand s

,
wrapped in the

s leeve of the i r tun i cs , and res t ing on the i r knees ; the i r r igh t
hand s sha l l be uncove red w i th wh ich to ho ld and t u rn the leaves
of the a fo res a id books l .” In a manu s c r ipt a t Monte Cas s ino ‘

is

the pract i ca l inj unct ion

Quisquis quem tetigerit

Sit _ illi lota manus ;
and at the s ame Hou se the pos ses s ion of handke rch iefs - wh i ch
we re “

evident ly rega rded a s e ffem ina te invent ions— is spec ia l ly
excused on the g round tha t they wou ld be use fu l—among othe r
th ings for wrapping round the manus c r i pts wh i ch bre th ren
hand le ? ”

Of s im i la r import is the d is t i ch at the end of a

fine manus cr ip t forme rly in the l i bra ry of S . V i c to r

Q ui servare l ibris prec ios is nesc it honorem
I llius a manibus S i t proc ul 1ste

With these inj unc t ions may be compa red a note in a fou r
teenth centu ry manus cr i pt from the s ame l ib ra ry

Whoever pursues h is stud ies in th is book
,
shou ld be ca re ful to

handle the leaves gently and de l i cate ly, so as to a void tear ing them
by reason of the i r th inness ; and let h im imi tate the example of Jesus
Christ

,
who, when he had qu ietly opened the book of I sa iah and read

there in a ttent ively, rol led i t up wi th reverence, and gave i t aga in to th e
minister 5

Medieval Monastic Libra r ies : by F . A . Gasquet, p . 1 5 . The pas sage trans lated
above occurs in ‘

a Custumary of S . Augustine’

s , Canterbury , MSS . Cotton, Faustina,
c . x11. fol. 196 b.

9 Ca t. Mo n/e Ca ss ino, 11. 299.

3 Theodma rus Cass inens is to Charlemagne, ap . Haeften, D z
'

squ zlri/iones Monas liaz
,

fol . 1644 , p . 1088 .

De l is le , u t supra ,
11. 2 2 7 .

5 Del is le, .ut supra , 11. Tu, quic un
'

que studeb is in hoc l ibro, prosp ice, et

lev iter atque dulc iter trac les fol ia , ut c avere poss is rupturam propter ipsorum tenu i
tatem ; et imitare doc trinam j esu Chr isti , qui c um modeste aperuisset librum Ysa ie

et
'

atte
'

nte legis set, tandem reverenter c omplic uit a c m inistro reddidit. Th is i njunct ion
occurs , in substance , in the

'

l ’fii lobz
'

blon of R ichard de Bury, ed. Thomas , p . 24 1 .
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CU Rsas

the intent ion of not res toring i t, should incur damnation with the

tra i tor Judas , with Annas , Ca iaphas , and P i late . Amen '
.

Should anyone by cra ft or any device whatever abstract th is book
from th is p lace [Jumiéges] may h is sou l sufl'er, in retribution for what
he has done, and may h is name be erased from the book of the l iving
and not be recorded among the B lessed“.

A s imple r fo rm of impreca t ion occu rs ve ry frequent ly in

manus c r i pts be long ing to S . Alban'

s
'

Th is book be longs to S . Alban. Maywhosoever s teals i t from h im
or des troys its t itle be anathema . Amen 3.

A _
s im i la r fo rm of wo rd s occ u rs a t the Ci s te rc ian Hou se

of Cla i rvaux , a g rea t s choo l of wr i t ing l i ke S . A l ban’

s
,
but

whether i t hab i tua l ly pro tected its manus cr ipts i n th is manne r
I am unable to s ay

May whoever stea l s or a l ienates th is manuscript
,
or scratches out

i ts ti tle, be ana thema . Amen“.

A ve ry cu r iou s fo rm of cu rse occu rs in one of the manu
s c r ipts of Chri s t Chu rch , Cante rbu ry. The wr i ter repents of

h is s eve r i ty in the la s t sentence .

May whoever des troys th is title, or by gift or sa le or loan or

exchange or the ft or by any other device knowingly a l ienates th is
book from the aforesa id Ch ris t Church , incur in th is l ife the ma le
d i ction of Jesus Christ and of the most glorious V i rgin H is Mother,
and of B lessed Thomas

,
Martyr. Should however i t please Chris t

,

who is patron of Christ Church , may h is soul be sa ved in the Day
of Judgment

”
.

1 H ic est l iber Sanct i Maximini Mic iac ens is monas terii, quem Petrus abbas sc ribere
juss it et proprio labore prov id it atque dis tinxit, et die c aenze domin i super sacrum
a ltare sanct i Stephan i Deo et sanc to Maximino habendum obtulit, suh hujusmodi voto
ut qu isquis eum inde aliquo ingenio non redditurus abstuler it , c um Juda '

proditore.

Anna et Ca iapha atque P i lato damna tionem ac c ipiat. Amen . From a Bened ict ine
House at S a int Mesm in, Lo iret. Del is le, ut supra , 111. 384 . M. Del is le cons iders
that the words providit atque dis tinxit mean a é té revue et ponctuée .

”

2 Quem s i qu is vel dolo seu quoquo modo isti loco subs traxerit an ime sue propter
quod fec erit detrimentum patia tur, a tque de l ibro viventium deleatur et c um ius tis non
s c ribatur. From the Mis sa l of Robert of Jumieges , ed. H . Bradshaw Soc . , 8vo .

1896, p . 3 16.

3 H ic est l iber sancti A lban i quem qui ei abstulerit aut titulum deleverit anathema
s it. Amen. I oweth is quotat ion to the k indnes s ofmy friend Dr James .

Ca t. a
'

es 1115 5 . des Depa r teme nts , 4to . Vol. 1. p . 1 28 (No . 2 5 5
5
Q uic unque hunc titulum aboleverit vel a prefata eccles ia Christ i dono vel ven~

dic ione vel ac c ommoda c ione vel mutac ione vel furto vel quoc unque a l io modo hunc



ANNUAL ENDOWMENT

Las t ly
,
I wi l l quote a spec imen in verse , from a brev ia ry now

in the l ibra ry of Gonv i l le and Ca i us Co l lege, Cambr idge

Wher so ever y be come over all
I belonge to the Chapel l of gunvylle hal l ;
He sha l be cursed by the gra te sentens

That felonsly faryth and berith me thens .

And whether he bere me in pooke or sekke
,

For me he sha l l be hanged by the nekke,
(I am so wel l beknown of dyverse men)
But I be restored theder agen

‘
.

On the other hand , the g i ft of books to a mona s te ry wa s

g ra tefu l ly reco rded and enume ra ted among the good deed s of

the i r dono rs . Among the Augu s t in ians s uch g i fts , and the

labou r expended upon books in gene ra l , wa s the s ubjec t of

a spec ia l s e rv i ce ”
.

I t is not uncommon to find a monas t i c l i bra ry regu la rl y
endowed wi th pa r t of the annua l revenue of the House . For

ins tance , at Co rb ie , the l i bra r ian rece i ved 10 sous from ea ch
of the h ighe r , and 5 s ous from each of the infer io r office rs

,

toge ther w i th a ce r ta in number of bushe ls of co rn from lands
s pec ia l ly set apa rt for the p u rpose . Th is was confi rmed by
a bu l l of Pope A lexander I I I . (1 166 A s im i la r a r

rangement was made at the l i bra ry of S . Ma rt in des Champs ,
Pa r is , in At the Bened ic t ine Abbey of F leu ry , nea r
Orleans , in 1 146 , i t wa s ag reed in chapte r on the propos i t ion
of the abba t , tha t in ea ch yea r on S . Bened ic t’s winte r fes t i va l

(2 1 Ma rch), he and the pr io rs s ubo rd ina te to h im,
toge the r wi th

the office rs of the House , shou ld a ll cont r ibute to the repa i r
of our books

,
the prepa ra t ion of new ones , and the pu rcha se

of pa rchment . The name of ea ch cont r ibutor, and the sum

tha t he wa s to g i ve, a re recorded 5 . At the Bened i ct ine Monas

tery of
,

E ly B i shop N ige l (1 133—1 174) g ranted the t i the of

ce rta in chu rches in the d iocese a s a pe rpet ua l a ims to the

librum scienter alienaveritmaledic c ionem Ihesu Christi et g lorios iss ime V irg inis matris
ejus et beat i Thome martiris habea t ipse in v ita present i . I ta tameo quod s i Chris to
p lacc at qui est patronus eccles ie Christ i e

'

ms Sp iritus sa lvus in die jud ici i fiat. G i ven
to me by Dr James , from a MS . in the l ibrary ofTrinity Co l lege , Cambridge .

1 I have to thank my friend D r Venn for th is quotation. He te l ls me that it was
first po inted out by Dr Swete in The Ga za" , 11. p . 1 27 .

2 See above, p . 7 1 .

3 De l is le, ut supra , 11. 1 24 . 16121. p . 239.

5 l aid. p. 365 . Edwards , Af/emoz
'

r s of L ibr a r ies , 1. 283 .



USE OF TH E CLO ISTER

s c r z
'

ptorz
'

zlm of the chu rch of E ly for the pu rpose of mak ing and

repa i r ing the books of the s a i d The books referred
to were p robabl y, in the fi rs t ins tance , s e rv i ce - books ; bu t the
numbe r requ i red of thes e cou ld ha rd ly have been s uffi c ient to
occupy the who le t ime of the s c r i bes

,
and the l ibra ry wou ld

doubt les s de r i ve benefi t from the i r labou rs . The s c r iptor ium a t

S . Alban’

s was a l so s pec ia l l y endowed .

We
‘

mus t next c ons ide r the answer to the fo l lowing ques t ions
In wha t pa rt of the i r Hou ses d id the Monas t i c Orde rs bes tow
the i r book s ? and wha t p ieces of furni t u re d id they use ? The

answerto the fi rs t of these ques t ions is a verycu r ious one
,
when

we cons ider wha t our c l ima te is
, and indeed wha t the c l ima te of

the who le of E u rope is , du r ing the winter months; The cent re of

the mona s t ic l i fe was the c lo is te r. Breth ren we re not a l lowed
to cong rega te in any othe r pa rt of the conventua l bu i ld ings ,
excep t when they went into the fra te r , or d ining - ha l l , for the i r
mea l s

,
or a t ce r ta in hou rs in ce rta in s easons into t he wa rm ing

hou se In the c lo is te r acco rd ing l y they kept
the i r books ; and the re they wrote and s tud ied , or conducted
the s choo l ing of the novi ces and cho i r- boys

,
in w inte r and in

s ummer a l i ke .

I t is obv ious tha t the i r work mu s t have been at the me rcy of

the el ements du r ing many months of the yea r, and some important
p roofs tha t s uch wa s the case c an be quoted . Cuth

,
bert,.Abbat of

Wearmouth and Jarrow in the second ha l f of the e igh th centu ry ,
excuses h ims e l f to a co r res ponden t for not hav ing s ent h im a ll

the work s of Bede wh ich he had a sked for
,
on the g round tha t

the intense co l d of the previou s winter had pa ra lysed the hand s
of h is s c ri bes ” ; Orderic us V i ta l is

,
who wrote in the fi rs t ha l f of

the twe l fth cent u ry, c loses the fou rth book of h is E ccles ias t i ca l
H i s to ry w i th a lament tha t he mus t lay

'

a s ide h is work for the
w inte r” ; and a monk of Ramsey Abbey in Hunt ingdonsh i re has

1 S upplement to B ent/zam
’
s Ety ,

byWm Stevenson, 4 to . 18 17 , p . 5 1 . I have to
thank my friend the Rev. J . H . Crosby ,Minor Canon of E lyCath edra l , for a transcript
of Bp N ige l

’

s deed .

2 filomzmm ta Aloguntz
'

na , ed. Jafi
'

e
'

, 8vo . Berl in, 1866, in b
’

z
’

bl. k er . Germ.

Vol. 111. p . 30 1 quoted in Bede’

s works , ed . P lummer, p . xx .

3 See Church ’

s S . Anselm, ed. 1885 , p . 48 . The words a re : Nunc hyemali
frigore rigens , aliis oc c upa tionibus va c abo , praesentemque libellum h ic term inate

fa tigatus dec erno . Redeunte vero p lacid i veris sereno, etc . H is t. E cc l. Pars 11.

lib. i v.
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CLOI STER - PRESS . COMMON PRESS

I have shewn tha t he ba sed h is s ta tu tes , at least to some

extent , on the C l un ia c Cus toms , and a s they ident i fy the l ib ra ry

(bibliotheca) w i th the pres s and ca l l the l i b ra r ian,

te rmed by Lanfranc the keeper of the books , the keepe r of the
pres s (a rma r ia s), we may s a fe ly as s ume tha t the books to

wh ich Lanfranc refe rs we re hou sed in a s im i la r p iece of

fu rn i tu re . Moreove r, in Bened i ct ine houses of la te r da te, as

for ins tance at Abingdon and E vesham,
the word is cons tant ly

employed .

I po inted out in the fi rs t chapte r tha t the wo rd pres s

(a rma r z
'

unz)was u sed by the Romans to s ign i fy both a de ta ched
piece of fu rni tu re and a reces s in a wa l l into wh i ch su ch a

cont r ivance m igh t be
’

inserted‘
. The same use obta ined in

med ieva l t imes
”

,
and the pa s sage quoted above from the

Augu s t in ian cus toms
3
shews tha t the book - pres s the re contem~

pla ted was a reces s l ined w i th wood and s ubd iv ided so as

to keep the books s epa ra te .

The books to be a ccommoda ted in a monas tery, even of

la rge s i z e
,
cou ld not at its o r ig in have been nume rous “, and

wou ld eas i ly have been conta ined in a s ing le receptacle. Th is ,
I conce i ve , was tha t reces s in the wa l l wh i ch is so frequent ly
found be tween the Chapter - House and the door into the

chu rc h a t the end of the eas t pane of the c lo i s ter. In many
monas t i c ru ins th i s reces s is s t i l l open

,
and , by a s l ight

‘

e ffo rt
of imag ina t ion,

c an be res tored to its pr is t ine use . E l s ewhere
i t is fi l led in

,
having been abandoned by the monks themsel ves

in favou r of a fresh cont r ivanc e. The reces s I am speak ing
of was c a l led the common pres s (a rnza r z

'

um commune), or

common c lo is ter—pres s (commune a rma r z
'

zzm and i t
conta ined the books appo inted for the gene ra l use of the

commun i ty (communes lz
'

br z).

A pres s of th i s des c r i pt ion (fig . 19) is s t i l l to be seen in

exce l lent preserva t ion at the C i s te rc ian monas te ry of Fos sa
Nuova in Cen t ra l I ta ly

,
nea r Te rrac ina

,
wh ich I vis i ted in

1 See above, p . 37.

2 See D z
'

etz
'

onna z
'

re da Mobi lier , par H enri H avard, s . v . Armoz
'

re, and the

passages there quoted .

3 See above , p . 7 1 .

4 The C istercian Customs prescribe the possess ion of n ine vo lumes a t least, ch iefly
service - books , before a house c an be founded . Doc ume nts , p . 2 5 3 .



I I] COMMON PRESS

the spr ing of 1900. Th i s house may be da ted 1 187
The pres s is in the wes t wa l l of the sou th t ransept (fig . c lose
to the doo r lead ing to the chu rch . It mea s u res 4 ft . 3 in. wide ,

by 3 ft. 6 in. h igh ; and is ra i sed 2 ft. 3 in. above the floo r of
the c lo is te r. It is l ined w i th s labs of s tone ; but the h inges

F ig . 19 . Pres s in th e c lo is ter at th e C is terc ian Abbey of Fos s a N uova.

are not s t rong enough to have ca rr ied doo rs of any ma te r ia l
heavie r than wood ; and I conjectu re tha t the s he l f a l so was

of the s ame ma te r ia l . S tone is plent i fu l in tha t pa r t Of I ta ly,
bu t wood , espec ia l ly in la rge p ieces , wou ld have to be brought
from a d i s tance . H ence its remova l

,
a s soon as the cupboa rd

was not requ i red for the purpose for wh ic h i t wa s cons tructed .

1 Or zlg z
'

nes F ranfa z
'

ses (if l
’
Ar c/ziteeture Got/n

'

que en I ta lic , par G . Bu lart, 8vo.

Paris , 1894 , p. 9 . Th is va luab le work conta ins a ful l and accurate desc ription,
cop ious l y i l lustrated , of Foss a Nuova and other abbeys in remote parts of I ta l y .

6—2



BOOK - RECESSES AT WORCESTE R

Two reces ses , evident ly intended for the s ame pu rpos e , a re

to be seen in the eas t wa l k of the c lo i s ter Of Wo rces te r
Ca thed ra l

,
former ly a Bened ict ine mona s te ry. They a re be tween

the Chapte r - House and the pas sage lead ing to the t reasu ry and

othe r rooms . Each reces s is squa re - headed
,
6 ft . 9 in. h igh , 2 ft.

6 in. deep, and 1 1 ft. broad (fig . In front of the reces ses is

F ig . 20. G roundp lan and e leva t ion of th e book - rec es s“ in the c lo is ter of
Worc es ter Ca th edra l .

a bench - table
,
13 in. broad and 16 in. h igh . Th i s book - press was

in us e s o la te as 1 5 18 , when a book bough t by the P r io r was
delyvered to y

°
c loys ter

A s books mu l t ip l ied ample r a ccommoda t ion for them became
neces sa ry ; and, as they we re to be read in c lo i s te r, i t was
obvious tha t the new pres ses or cases mus t e i ther be placed in
the c lo is ter or be eas i ly acces s i b le from i t. The t ime had not

yet come when the co l lect ion cou ld be d iv ided , and be pla ced
pa rt ly in the c lo is te r, pa rt ly in a s epa ra te and somet imes d i s tant
room. Th is want Of book - room was s uppl ied in two ways . In

Bened i c t ine and poss ib ly in C l uniac houses the books were
s tored in de tached wooden pres ses , wh ich I sha l l des cr ibe pre
s ently ; bu t the C is terc ians adopted a d ifferent method . At the

beg inn ing of the twe l fth centu ry, when tha t Order was founded ,
the need of add i t iona l book - space had been fu l l y rea l ised ; and,

consequent l y, in the i r hous es we mee t w i th a spec ia l room set

apa rt for book s . Bu t the conserva t i ve sp i r i t wh i ch gove rned
monas t i c us age, and d is couraged any devia t ion from the l ines of

the pr im i t i ve plan,
made

'

them keep the pres s in the wa l l c los e
to the door of the chu rch ; and, in add i t ion to th is , they cu t Off

Tbe Monas tery and Cathedr a l of Wor cester , by John Noake , Lond. , 1866, p . 4 14 .
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C ISTERC IAN BOOK - ROOM

l i tt le to the north
'

of the room, as a t Fossa Nuova . A room in a

s im i la r pos i t ion,
and des t ined no doubt to the s ame use

,
is to be

CHURCH

SCALE OF FE ET

0 I to 20 80 4 0 0 loo

F ig . 22 . Groundp lan of p a rt of K irks ta l l Abbey, Yorks h ire .

A
,
book- room ; B , a rma r ium commune.

s een at Beaul ieu , Hayles , J ervaulx , Ne t ley , Tinte rn, Croxden,

and Roc he .

The ca ta logue of the books a t the Abbey of Meaux in

Ho l de rnes s ‘, founded abou t th e m idd le of the 12 th
'

centu ry, has
fo rtuna te l y been prese rved ; and i t te l ls us not only wha t book s
we re kept in one of these rooms

,
but how they were a r ranged .

Afte r the contents of the pres s es in the chu rch , wh ich conta ined
ch iefly se rv i ce - books

,
we come to the ‘

Common press in the

c lo i s te r (commune a/ma rz
'

um On the she l f ove r the

1 C/zrom
'

c a mouastc r i z
'

cle Melsa . Ro l l s Series , Vol. 111. App . p . l x xx i i i .



C ISTERCIAN BOOK - ROOM

doo r (in s uprema t/zeca l supra os tz
'

um) were fou r ps a l ters . The

frame r of the ca ta logue then pas ses to the Oppos i te end of the

room , and, beg inning wi th the top she l f (s uprema tbeca oppos z
'

ta ),
enumera tes 37 vo l umes . Next , he dea l s with the res t of the

books , wh ich , he te l l s us
, were in othe r she l ves

,
ma rked w ith

the let te rs of the a l phabe t (in a ltis tbec z
'

s per a/p/ca

betum). If I unde rs tand the ca ta logue co rrec tly, the re were
e leven Of thes e d ivi s ions

,
each conta in ing an ave rage of abou t

2 5 vo l umes . The tota l number Of vo l umes in the co l lec t ion
was 3 16.

Aga in, the ca ta logue Of the Hous e Of White Canons a t

Titc hfield in H ampsh i re
,
da ted 1400,

s hews tha t the books
were kept in a sma l l room, on s e ts of she l ves ca l led columpnw,

s et aga ins t the wa l ls . The ca ta logue beg ins a s fo l lows

There are in the L ibrary at Tyc hefeld four cases to set books on ;
two of wh ich , namely the first and the second, are on the eastern s ide .

The th i rd is on the south s ide ; and the fourth is on the north s ide .

Each of these has e igh t she lves

Nor was th is book - c lose t confined to C is te rc ian Hou ses . In

the C lun ia c P r iory at Much Wenlock in Sh ropsh i re the re is a

long na rrow room on the wes t s ide of the sou th t rans ept
,
opening

to the c lo i s te r by th ree a rches
,
whi ch cou ld ha rd ly have been pu t

to any o ther pu rpose . It is obvious tha t no s tudy cou ld have

gone fo rwa rd in s uch places ; they mus t have been intended for
s ec u r i ty only.

As t ime went on,
and fu rthe r room for books became ne

c es sary, i t was prov ided , a t leas t in some C is te rc ian Houses , by
cut t ing Off two rec tangu la r spa ces from the wes t end of the

Chapte r - House . The re is a good example Of th is t rea tment to
be seen a t Fu rnes s Abbey, bu i l t 1 150—1200. The following
desc r ipt ion 13 bor rowed from Mr W . H . St John Hope’

s

a rch i tectu ra l h is to ry of the bu i ld ings .

1 The word tbeca s ignified in c lass ic a l Latin a case or receptacle in wh ic h any

object wa s kept. In med ieva l Latin it was specia l l y used (fir/e Duc ange) for the

chest in wh ich the bod ies or bones or re l ics of sa ints were kept . In th is cata logue it
is obv ious that it maymean e ither a she l f or a cupboard.

2 Sunt enim in I ibraria de Tyc hefeld quatuor c olumpnae pro l ibris imponendis , nude
in orienta l i fronte due sunt videl icet prima et secunda . In latere vero austra l i est
tercia . Et in latere borea l i est quarta . E t earum s ingule octo habent gradus



C I STERC IAN BOOK - ROOM

From the transept southwards the whole of the existing work is of
later date, and d is tinctly advanced Character. The ground storey is
pierced with five large and elaborate round- headed doorways w i th good
mold ings and labels, w i th a de l i ca te dog

—tooth ornament. Three of

these next the trans ept form a

The centra l arch opened, through a vestibu le
,
into the Chapter

House . The others open into large square recesses or chambers , with
ash lar wa l ls , and rubble barrel - vaul ts springing from Chamfered imposts
on each s ide . In the northern chamber the vau l t is kept low and

segmenta l on account of the pas sage above i t of the dorter s ta i r to the

Church The southern chamber has a h igh pointed vault. Ne i ther
Chamber has had doors , but the northern has ho les in the inner jarnb,
suggest i ve of a grate of some k ind

,
of uncerta in date .

The Chambers jus t described probably conta ined the l ibrary
,
in

wooden pres ses arranged round the wa l ls ‘.

To i l l u s t ra te th i s des c r ipt ion a po rt ion of Mr Hope’

s plan of

Fu rness Abbey (fig . 2 3) is appended . E ach room was abou t
13 ft. s qua re.

CHA PTER Hous e
S . TRA N S EPT

EA s r WALK o r CLO I S TER

F i g . 23 . G roundp lan of p a rt of F urnes s Abbey .

Rooms in a s im i la r pos i t ion are tobe seen at Ca l de r Abbey ”

in Cumber land , a daughte r - hous e to Fu rnes s ; and a t Founta ins

1 Trans . Cumb. and I/Vest. Antia. and Ar c/za ot. S oc . Vol. XV I . p . 2 5 9. I take th is
opportun ity of thanking my friend Mr H ope for a l lowing me to use h is p lan of

Furnes s Abbey , and a lso for po inting out to me the evo lution of the C istercian
hook - rooms wh ich I ha ve done my best to descr ibe in the text.

2 Ca lder Abbey its Ru ins a nd its H is tory . By A . G . Loftie , M.A .
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F ig . 24 . A rch e s in s ou th w a l l of Ch urch a t B eau l ieu Abbey , H amp s h i re ,

once pos s ib l y us ed a s book - p re s s es .
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USE OF CLO ISTER AT DURHAM

by ,
the B ened i ct ines . They mu s t have expe r ienced the inc on

venienc e a r is ing from want of spa ce mo re acu te ly than the

C i s te rc ians , be ing more add i cted to s tudy and the produc t ion of

books . They made no a t tempt
,
however, to prov ide s pa ce by

s t ruc tu ra l changes or add i t ions to the i r Hou s es
,
but we re

content w i th wooden p res ses in the C lo is te r for the i r books
,
and

sma l l wooden s tud ies , ca l led ca r re l ls , for the readers and wri te rs .

The un i fo rmi ty wh i ch gove rned monas t i c u s age was s o s t r i c t
tha t the pract i ce of a lmos t any la rge monas te ry may be taken
a s a type of wha t was done e l sewhere . Hence, when we find a

fu l l record of the way in wh i ch books we re us ed in the g rea t
Bened ic t ine Hou se a t Du rham, we may res t as s u red tha t

,

muta tis mutana
’

is , we have got a good gene ra l i dea of the

who le s ubject . I wi l l the refo re beg in by quot ing a pas s age
from tha t va l uable wo rk T/ze R ites of B ur/1am

,
a des c ript ion of

the Hou se d rawn up a fte r the Refo rma t ion by some one who

had known i t we l l in othe r days , prem i s ing onl y tha t i t repre
s ents the fina l a r rangements adopted by the Order, and ta kes no
account Of the s teps tha t led to them.

In the north syde of the Clois ter, from the comer over aga inst the
Church dour to the comer over againste the Dorter dour, was all fynely
glased from the h igh t to the sole w i th in a l itle of the grownd into the

Clo is ter garth . And in every wyndowe iij Pewes or Carrel ls , where
every one of the old Monk s had his ca rre l l

,
se vera l ] by h imselfe, that,

when they had dyned, ,
they dyd resorte to that place of Clois ter, and

there studyed upon there book s , every one in h is carrel l, all the a fter
nonne, unto evensong tyme. Th is was there exerc ise

'

every da ie .

All there pewes or carre l ls was all fynelywa inscotted and veric close,
all but the forepart, wh ich had carved wourke that gave l ight in at ther
carre l l doures of wa inscott. And in every carrel l was a deske to lye

there bookes on . And the carre l ls was no greater then from one

stanc hell of the wyndowe to another.
And over aga ins t the carrel ls aga inst the Church wa l l did s tande

certaine grea t a lmeries [or c upbords] of waynsc ott all ful l of bookes ,
wherein did lye as wel l th e old auncyent written .Doc tors of the Church
as other prophane authors wi th dyverse other bol ie mens wourks , so

that every one dyd studye what Doctor pleased
'

them best, havinge the
L ibrarie at all tymes to goe stud ie in besydes there carrel ls 1.

At Du rham the monas t i c bu i l d ings s tood to the sou th of

the Chu rch , and the l i b ra ry- wa l k of the c lo is te r was tha t
wa l k

,
or a l ley, or pane

,
or syde (for a ll thes e wo rds a re

1 T/ze k ites of Dur/zam, ed . Surtees Soc . 1844 . p . 70 .



AT WESTMINSTER ABBEY

u sed), wh ich had the chu rch to the no rth of i t . The l i bra ry
wa s placed the re pa rt ly for the s ake of wa rmth , pa rt ly to secu re

g rea te r p r i vacy. At Canterbu ry and at G louces te r, whe re the

chu rch was to the south of the conventua l bu i ld ings , the l i bra ry
wa l k of the C lo is te r wa s s t i l l the wa l k next to the chu rch , the
o the r wa l ks , as Mr Hope has po inted out to me ,

be ing appa rent ly
kept c lea r for the S unday proces s ion.

I p ropos e - to expla in the sys tem ind i ca ted in the above
quota t ion by refe rence to a plan of the clo is te r a t Wes tm ins te r
Abbey, d rawn

' by my fr iend Mr J . T. Mi c k le thwa i te (fig .

N

S . A i s le of C h u rch

now l i b r a r y

ove r th is

F ig . 25 . Th e c lo is ter, We s tm ins ter Abbey .

From Mr Mic kle thwa ite 's plan of the bu i ldings.

and by quota t ions from h is notes upon i t . At Du rham every
ves t ige of anc ient a rrangement has been so comple te l y de
s t royed tha t i t is be t te r to go to ano the r House , whe re les s
m is ch ie f ha s been done ,

and i t happens fo rtuna te ly tha t , so fa r
a s th e pos i t ion of the c lo i s te r w i th re fe rence to the chu rch is
conce rned , Wes tm ins te r is the exact counterpa rt of Du rham. I
w i l l cons ider fi rs t the las t pa rag raph of my quota t ion from the

1 N otes on t/ze Abbey B u i ldings of Westminster , Arch . Joum . xxxm . pp . 1 5
—
49 .
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R ites of Da r/cam
,
tha t name ly wh ich dea l s w i th the pres s es for

books
,
there ca l led “

a lme r ies or c upbords .

”

Mr Mi ck le thwa i te shews tha t the two bays a t the nor th end of

the wes t wa l k Of the c lo is te r
,
and the second bay from the wes t

in the no rth wa l k (fig . 2 5 , nos . 1 , 2 , were a ppropr ia ted to the
nov i ces , by the ex is tence of s eve ra l s ets of n ine ho les , evident ly
cu t by boys in the i r i d le mood s for the playing of some game.

S im i la r ho le s have been found at Cante rbu ry
, G louces te r, and

e lsewhe re . Nex t h e po ints out tha t “
the nos ing of the wa l l

bench for s ix feet of the th i rd bay from the wes t in the no rth
wa l k

,
and in the who le of the fou rth and fi fth bays

,
and nea rly

all the s i x th
, ha s been cu t away flush wi th the r is e r, as i f some

la rge p ieces of fu rni tu re h ad been placed the re (ibia
’
. nos . 5 , 5 ,

5 , These we re evident ly bookcases .

”

E as twa rd of these
ind i ca t ions of bookca ses “

the bas es of the va u l t ing - shafts a re

cu t in a way wh i ch s eems to shew tha t the re wa s a double
s creen the re (ibia

’
. nos . 6 , or pe rhaps the re we re book cases

a rranged so a s to fo rm a s c reen, wh ich is , I th ink , ve ry l i ke ly.

Beyond th is s c reen to the r ight a re appea rances in the wa l l

[next the C lo is te r - ga r th] wh ich seem to ind i ca te a blocked - up

locke r
,
bu t they a re ra the r doubtfu l . And on the left is a la rge

double locke r b locked (ibia
’

. and the b lock ing appea rs to be
anc ient . Th is locke r is of the d a te of the Wa l l (Edw . and

may have been an add i t iona l book - c los e t provided
,
because tha t

on the o the r s ide Of the Chu rch - doo r [to be des cr ibed present ly]
had become too sma l l

,
and [wa s ] blocked up when th e la rge r

bookcases we re made oppos i te the
L a s t ly

,
at the r i s k of some repe t i t ion , I wi l l quo te a pas sage

from a le t te r wh i ch Mr Mi ck le thwa i te was so good as . to wr i te
to me on th is s ubj ect

,
as i t br ings out some add i t iona l po ints

,

and s ta tes the whole ques t ion wi th g rea t c learnes s . Afte r
des cr i b ing the pos i t ion of the bookca s es , he proc eeds

There was thus a space, the width Of the bench
,
between the back

of the case and the clo is ter- wa l l , wh i ch would help to keep th ings dry.

Whether the floor was boarded we cannot now tel l, but there is evidence
that th is part o f the clo is ter was c ut off from the res t by screens of some
sort at both ends, wh ich would make i t a long ga l lery l igh ted on one

s ide, and wi th bookcases ranged a long the other, not unl ike W ren’

s at

Notes on tlze Abbey B u i ldings of l/Vestmins/er , Arch . Journ. xxxt l l . pp . 2 1 , 2 2 .
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BOOK CUPBOARD AT BAVEUX

a cco rd ing to our idea s
,
the re is good reason for be l iev ing tha t

i t was in use t i l l 1 59 1 , when Dean Wi l l iams fi t ted up pa r t of
the Do rte r as a l i b ra ry for the use of the Dean and

Canons ‘.
The pract i ce of p lac ing the book - p res s in th e c lo is te r

obta ined wi th equa l fo rce in F rance , for the Bened i c t ines who
wrote the Voyag e L i tte

’

ra i re, and who wou l d of cou rs e be we l l
acqua inted w i th wha t wa s us ua l in the i r own Orde r, rema rk
w i th su rpr ise when they v i s i t the anc ient abbey of Crua s on

the Rhone, tha t the pres s is in the Chu rch .

On voi t encore dans l ’egl ise l
’
armoire oil on enfermoit les l i vres ,

contre la coutume des autres monasteres de l’ordre, qui avoient cette
armo i re dans le Cloitre. On y l i t c es vers d’

un caract‘ere qui peut avo i r
c inq cent ans

Pastor jejunat qui l ibros non c oadunat

Nec panem prze bet subjec tis quem dare debet’.

A shepherd starves whose store of books is low
Nor c an he on h is flock the ir due bestow .

No example of an E ng l i sh book - pres s h as s u rv i ved
,
so fa r

a s I know ,
bu t i t wou l d be rash to s ay tha t none ex i s ts ; nor

have I been so fortuna te as to find one in France
,
though I have

taken a grea t dea l of pa ins to Obta in info rma t ion on the s ubjec t .
In de fau l t Of a p res s made s pec ia l ly to ho l d books

,
I mus t content

mys e l f w i th representa t ions of two we l l - known p ieces of fu rn i tu re
—both p res erved in French chu rches .

The fi rs t (fig . 26) s tand s in the upper s acr is ty Of the Ca

thedral of Bayeux , ove r the sou th t ransept . The name u sua l ly

g i ven to i t, le C/za r tr ier a
’
e B ayeux , impl ies tha t i t was made to

ho l d documents . M. V iollet- le - Duc does not a ccept th is v iew ,

bu t cons ide rs tha t i t conta ined re l i qua r ies
,
wi th wh i ch he probably

wou l d not objec t to as s oc ia te othe r a rt i c les of Church - pla te.

It is Of oak , ve ry coa rs e, rough , and mas s i ve . I t is 9 ft .

3 inches . h igh , from floo r to top, 17 ft . 2 inches long—(it was
o r ig ina l ly 3 ft . longe r)—and 3 ft . deep . There a re two rows of

c upboa rd s each 3 ft . 8 inches h igh , wi th mas s i ve doors tha t s t i l l

1 See a paper bymyse l f in Camb. Ant. Soc . P roc . and Comm. 1x . pp . 47
—
5 6.

2 Voyage L ittéra ir e, ed. 17 1 7 . Part 1. 297 .
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F ig . 27 . P res s in th e ch urch at Oba z ine , Cen tra l France
From a photograph .
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AT OBAZ INE

p reserve the i r o r ig ina l i ronwork . The who le piece of fu rni tu re
has once been pa inted , ind i ca t ions of wh ich s t i l l ex is t , bu t the
s ubjects c an no longe r be made out. M. V iollet- le - Duc

‘
,
who

pos s ib l y saw the pa int ings when they we re in a bet ter s ta te of

prese rva t ion than when I exam ined them in 1896, dec id es tha t
they once rep resented the t rans la t ion of re l i cs .

My s econd example (fig . 27) is in the chu rch of Oba z ine in

Cent ra l France (D épa rtement de la Co rrez e). It is fa r s imple r
and rude r than the pres s in Bayeux Ca thed ra l ; and the s tyle of

o rnamenta t ion employed ind i ca tes a somewha t ea r l ie r da te ;
though M. V iollet- le - Duc pla ces the cons t ru ct ion of bo th in the

fi rs t yea rs of the i 3th centu ry. It is 6 ft . 7 in. h igh , by 7 ft.
broad

,
and 2 ft . 7 in. deep. The ma te ria l is oak , wh ich s t i l l

bea rs a few t races of having once been pa inted ?

These pieces of fu rn i tu re we re ce rta inl y not made spec ia l ly
for books ; bu t , a s they be long to a pe r iod when the mona s t i c
sys tem was in fu l l

,
v igo rous , l i fe, i t is at lea s t p robable tha t they

res emble thos e used by monks to conta in the i r book s . I have
shewn in the previous chapte r tha t in anc ient Rome the pres s
used for books was es sent ia l ly the S ame a s tha t used for ve ry
d i ffe rent pu rposes ; and I s ubmi t tha t i t is unneces sa ry to

s uppos e tha t monas t i c ca rpenters wou ld invent a s pec ia l p iece
of fu rn i tu re to ho l d books . They wou ld take the a rmar ium tha t
wa s in da i ly use

,
and adapt i t to the i r own pu rpos es .

Before I leave th i s pa rt of my s ubjec t I mus t ment ion tha t
the re is a th i rd pres s in the Chu rch of S a int Ge rma in l’A uxerrois ,

Pa r i s . I t s tand s in a sma l l room ove r the s ou th end of the

wes t po rch , wh ich may once have been a mun iment room.

It wa s p robably made abou t a centu ry la te r than thos e which
I have figured . In

“

a rrangement i t bea rs a gene ra l res emblance
to the example from Bayeux . It cons is ts of s ix cupboa rds
a rranged in two t ie rs

,
the lowe r of which is ra is ed to the leve l

of a bench whi ch extend s a long the who le leng th of the piece of

fu rn i tu re , wi th its ends mo rt i sed into thos e of the cupboa rds .

1 D z
’

c l iorma ire a
'

u s . v . Armoire.

2 V iollet- le-Duc , ut supra , p . 4 , where ful l deta i l s of the press a t Obaz ine are

g i ven. The photograph from wh ich my i l lustrat ion has been made was spec ia l ly
taken for my use through the k ind he lp of my fr iend D r James , who had seen the

press in 1899.



MONAS
’

I
‘

IC CARRELLS [CHAR

The sea t o f th is bench l i fts up
,
so as to fo rm an add i t iona l

receptac le for books or pape rs ‘.
The cu rious wooden cont r i vances ca l led ca rre l l s , wh ich

a re ment ioned in the above quota t ion from the R ites of
D a r/mm

,
have of cou rs e ent i re ly d is appea red . Noth ing is

s a id abou t the i r he ight ; bu t in breadth ea ch of them was

equa l to the d i s tance from the m i dd le of one mu l l ion of a

window to the m idd le of the next ; i t was made of wa ins co t ,
and had a doo r of open ca rved work by wh ich i t was ente red
from the c lo i s te r. Th is a r rangement was doubt les s pa rt of

the sys tema t i c s upe rv i s ion of brothe r by brothe r tha t was
cus toma ry in a monas tery. Even the aged , though engaged
in s tudy, we re not to be le ft to the i r own dev ices . I have
ca refu l ly meas u red the w indows a t Du rham (fig . and,

CLO ISTER GARTH

o e c I i a d sS eau or h e r

F ig . 28 . Groundp l an of one of th e w indow s in th e c lo is ter or Durh am Ca th edra l .

though they ha ve been a good dea l a l te red
,

I s uppos e the

mu l l ions a re in the i r o r ig ina l p la ces . I f th is be so the ca r re l ls
cou ld not have been mo re than 2 ft . 9 in. wide , and the occupant
wou ld have found bu t l i t t le room to spa re . The re a re e leven
windows , s o tha t th i rty - th ree monks cou ld have been aecom
modated

,
on the s uppos i t ion tha t all we re fi t ted w i th ca r re l ls .

In the sou th c lo is ter at G lou ces te r the re is a spl end id s e r ies
'

of twenty s tone ca r re l ls (fig . bu i l t be tween 1370 and 14 12 .

1 Viollet- le lDuc , ut supra , p . I 4 . I have myse l f examined th is pres s . My friend
Mr Hope informs me that there is a pres s of th is character in the nether vestry a t

S . Peter Manc roft , Norwich , described by h im in I nvm lorz
'

es of the par ish (bur r/z of
5 . Peter Manc rq/t, Nor

-wi ck , Norf. and Norw . Arc lweol . Soc . x1v . p . 29.
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monks m igh t have done s ix centu r ies ago (fig . The re is

no t ra ce of any woodwork apperta in ing to these ca rre l ls ; or of
any book - pres s hav ing ever s tood nea r them. The eas ternmos t
ca r re l l , howeve r, d i ffe rs a good dea l from the others , and i t may

have been used as a book - c lose t . The re is a bench - table a long
the wa l l of the chu rch oppos i te to the ca rre l l s ; bu t i t does not
appea r to have been cu t away’

to make room for book - pres ses ,
a s at Wes tmins te r. The sou th a l ley appea rs to have been shu t
off a t the eas t end, and a l so at the wes t end, by a s c reen‘

.

Th is d rawing w i l l he l p us to unde rs tand the a rrangement
of the wooden ca r re l ls us ed at Durham and e lsewhe re . Each
ca rre l l mus t have c lose ly res embled a modern sent ry - box

,
w i th

th is d iffe rence, tha t one s ide was formed by a l ight of the w indow
look ing into the c lo i s te r- ga rth , oppos i te to wh ich was the doo r
of ent rance. Th i s , I imag ine, wou ld be of no g rea t he ight ; and
moreover was made of open wo rk , pa rt ly tha t the work _

of the

occupant m ight be s upervi sed , pa rt ly to let as much l ight as
pos s i b le pas s th rough into the c lo i s te r - l i b ra ry . The sea t wou ld be
on one s ide ofthe ca rre l l and the desk on the othe r, the la t te r be ing
so a rranged tha t the l ight wou ld ente r on the reade r’s left hand .

Ca rre l ls seem to have been us ua l in monas te r ies from very
ea rly t imes

,
not to have been int roduced a t a compa ra t i ve ly la te

da te in o rde r to ens ure grea te r c omfor t. The ea r l ies t pas s age
re fe r r ing to them is tha t wh i ch I have a l ready quoted ”, shewing
tha t they we re in us e at Wes tm ins te r be tween 12 5 8 and 1283 ;

at Bury S . Edmunds the des t ru ct ion of the ca rre l ls is men

tioned among o ther ou t rages in a r iot in they occu r at
E vesham between 1 367 and at Abingdon in 1383

1 See Mr H ope
’

s Notes on the B enedictine Abbey of S . Peter
“

a t Gloucester , in

Records of Gloucester Cat/zedral, 1897, p .

"

23 .

2 See above , p. 93 .

3 Memor ia ls of S . E dmund
’

s Abbey , Rol ls Series , 11. 327 . The writer is describ ing
the misch ie f done by the r ioters of 1 32 7 Deinde claustrum ingres s i , c is tulas , id es t

caro les , et armariola fregerunt, et l ibros et omnia in eis inventa s imi l iter asportaverunt.
I owe th is quotation to Dr James , On Me Abba: of S . Edmund at B ury , Camb . Ant.

Soc . Oc tav . Pub l . No . xxv111. p . 1 5 8 .

L iber Eves/mm, H en. B radshaw Soc . 1893, p . 196. AbbatOmbresleye (1367—79)
bui lt pag inam illam claustri c ontiguam eccles ie ubi caro lee fratrum c ons istunt.

Ac counts of the Obedz
'

e ntz
'

a rz
'

es of Abingdon Abbey , ed. Camden Society, 1892 ,

p . 47 . E xpense circa sedi l ia claus tr i is the head ing of an account for wood bought
and for ca rpenter’s work . The sum spent was £ 2 . rss . 3d.
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WORK IN THE CLOISTER

and at Chris t Chu rch , Cante rbu ry, i t is recorded among the good
deeds of Pr io r S ellyng (147 2 tha t in the sou th a l ley of

the c lo is te r “
novos ‘

Textus quos Ca rolos ex novo voc amus

perdec entes fec i t
”

; words wh ich P ro fes so r Wi l l is rende rs “
c on~

s t ru cted the re very convenient framed cont r i vances wh ich are

now - a - days ca l led The i r use—at any ra te in some

Houses—is ev ident from an inj unct ion among the Cus toms of

S . Augus t ine
’

s
,
Cante rbu ry, to the effect tha t the ce l la re r and

o thers who ra re ly s it in c lo is te r m igh t not have ca rre l l s , nor

in fa ct any brothe r unles s he be able to he l p the c ommuni ty
by copying or i l l um ina t ing ,

or a t lea s t by add ing mus i ca l
nota t ion”

. They we re in fa c t dev i ces to provide a ce rta in
amount of pr i va cy fo r l i te ra ry wo rk in H ous es whe re the re wa s
no S c r zfl or z

'

um or wr i t ing- room. At Du rham, acco rd ing to the
a utho r ofR ites , they we re used exc lus i ve ly for read ing .

The above - ment ioned Cus toms of S . Augus t ine
'

s
,
wr i tten

be tween 13 10 and 1344 , g i ve a va l uable contempora ry p i ct ure
of the o rgan i z a t ion of one of the more impo rtant c lo is te r- l i b ra r ies .

The ca re of the pres ses is to be ent rus ted to the Precentor and
h is s ubo rd ina te , ca l led the S uccento r . The fo rme r is to have a

sea t in front of the pres s—wh ich doubt les s s tood aga ins t the
wa l l—and h is ca rre l l is to s tand at no g rea t d i s tanc e , on the

s tone be tween the p ie rs of the a rches
“

next the c lo is te r - ga rth .

The S uccento r is to have h is sea t and h is ca rre l l on the bench
nea r the pres s—by which the bench wh ich commonly ran a long
the

'

c lo is te r - wa l l is obv ious ly meant . These a rrangements a re

made “ in o rde r tha t these two office rs , or at leas t one of them
,

may a lways be at hand to s a t is fy breth ren who make any

demand upon the i r t ime s.” In o the r wo rd s
,
they we re the

1 Arell . H ist. of tbe Conventua l B u i ldings of tbe [Monas tery cy
’

C/zr z
'

st Cl mreb ,

Canterbury. By R . Wil l is . 8vo . Lond. 1869 , p . 4 5 .

2
.MSS . Mus . Brit. MSS . Cotton, Faustina, 0. x11. , fol. 149. De karulis in claustro

habendis hanc c ons idera c ionem habere dehent qu ibus committitur claustri tute la ut

v ide l i c et c elerarius seu a l i i fratres qui raro in claustro res ident suas karulas in claustro
non habeant, set nec aliqui fratres nis i in sc ribendo vel i l luminando aut tantum
notando c ommunitati aut et s ibimet ips is profic ere sciant.

3 MSS . Mus . Brit. MSS . Cotton, Faustina , c . x11. , fol. 145 . et

suc c entorem qu ibus committ itur armariorum custod ia . Cantor habc h it c athedram
suam ante armarium in claustro stantem et c a rulam suam iuxta desuper lap idem
inter c olumpnas . Succentor vero super sc annum iuxta armarium c arulam et sedem



DECORAT ION OF TH E CLO I STER

l i brar ian and sub - l i bra r ian, who we re to be a lways ready to

answe r ques t ions . I t is c lea r tha t bre th ren we re not a l lowed to
hand le the books a s they plea sed .

The c lo is te r at Du rham, or a t leas t tha t pa r t of i t wh i ch wa s
u sed a s a l i b ra ry , was g la z ed ; bu t whethe r w i th wh i te g la s s or

s ta ined g las s we a re not info rmed . So obv ious a dev i ce for
inc rea s ing bo th the comfor t and the beau ty of a much - fre

quented pa r t of the monas t i c bu i ld ings was doubt les s adopted
in many o ther Hou s es . At Bury S . E dmunds pa rt a t leas t of
the c lo i s te r had “ pa inted w indows represent ing the s un, moon

and s ta rs and the occupa t ions of the months ”

; a t Chr i s t Church ,
Canterbu ry

,
P r io r S ellyng (1472—94) “ had the south wa l k of

the c lo i s te r g laz ed for the use of the s tud ious breth ren ”

; a t

Pe te rborough the windows of the c lo is te r

were all compleat and fa i r, adorned wi th glass of excel lent pa inting
I n , the South Cloyster was the History of the Old Testament : In the

Eas t Cloyster of the New : In the North Cloyster the Figures of the

succes s ive K ings from
,
K ing P eoria : In the Wes t Cloyster was the

His tory from the firs t foundat ion of the Monastery of K ing P eada , to
the restor ing of i t by K ing E dga r . Every w indow had at the bottom
the explanation of the His tory thus in Verse ’

At Wes tm ins te r, a s recorded above , t races of the insert ion of

g las s have been obse rved .

In la te r t imes
,
when regu la r l i b ra r ies had been bu i l t for the

mona s ter ies , a spec ia l se r ies of po rt ra i ts occas iona l ly appea red
in g la s s , on a sys tem s im i la r to tha t worked out in othe r ma te
r ia l s in Roman and pos t - Roman l i b ra r ies ; and somet imes

,
in

o the r l i bra r ies , s ubjects are to be met wi th ins tead of po rt ra i ts
,

to ind i ca te the na tu re of the wo rks s tand ing nea r them. Bu t I
cannot s ay whethe r c lo is ter - g las s wa s ever t rea ted in th is way.

suam habc h it, ut h ii duo vel sa ltem unus c orum poss int semper ess e parat i ad respon

dendum fratribus seruic ium petentibus .

1 H istory
°

of t/ze C/zu r c/t of Peterburg/z . By Symon Gunton : fol. 1686, p . 103 .

The author g i ves the s ubjects and legends of nine windows . I owe th is quotation to

the k indness ofMr Hope .
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GROWTH OF MONAST IC L IBRAR IES [CHAR

the i r books , whethe r they read them or not, a la rge col lect ion
was got togethe r at a da te when even a roya l l ib ra ry cou l d be
conta ined in a s ing le Ches t Of very modes t d imens ions . For

ins tance
,
when an inventory of the pos ses s ions of the Bened i ct ine

Hou se of S . R iqu ie r nea r Abbevi l le was made at the reques t of
I ou is le Débonna i re in 83 1 A .D . ,

i t was found tha t the l i b ra ry
conta ined 2 50 vo l umes ; and a note at the end Of the c a ta logue
info rms us tha t i f the d iffe rent t rea t ises had been ente red
s epa ra te ly, the numbe r of ent r ies wou ld have exceeded five

hund red , as many books were frequent l y bound in a s ing le
vo l ume . The . wo rks in th is l i b ra ry are rough ly sorted unde r
the head ings D i v in i ty, G ramma r, H i s to ry and Geog raphy,
Se rmons

, S e rv i ce - books ‘. A S im i la r co l lect ion ex is ted at S . Ga l l
a t the same pe r iod 2. In the next centu ry we find nea r ly seven
hund red manus c r ipts in a Bened i c t ine monas te ry at Bobbio in
no rth I ta l y 3 ; and nea r ly s ix hund red in a House be long ing to
the s ame o rder a t Lo rs ch in Ge rmany“. At Durham,

a l so a

Bened i ct ine Hou s e
, a ca ta logue made ea r ly in the twe l fth

centu ry conta ins th ree hund red and s i x ty - s ix t i t les “; bu t, as at

S . R iqu ie r, the numbe r Of works probably exceeded s ix or seven
hund red .

These ins tances , wh i ch I have pu rpose l y se lec ted from
d i ffe rent pa r ts Of E u rope, and wh i ch cou ld eas i ly have been
inc rea sed , a re s u ffi c ient to ind i ca te the rapid i ty w i th wh ich
book s cou ld be , and in fac t we re accumu la ted , when the tas te
for s uch co l lec t ions had once been s et. Yea r by yea r

,
s lowly

yet s u re l y, by pu rchase ,
by g i ft , by beques t , by the z ea l of the

s ta ff of wri te rs whom the p recento r d r i l led and kept at wo rk
,

the numbe r g rew,
t i l l in ce rta in Hou ses i t rea ched d imens ions

wh ich mus t have emba rras sed those respons i b le for its bes towa l .
At Chr is t Chu rch

,
Cante rbu ry, for ins tance , the ca ta logue made

by H en ry de E s t r ia , Pr io r 1285—133 1 , enume ra tes abou t 1850
manus c r i pts “.

I t mus t g radua l ly have become impos s i b le to a ccommoda te
s uch co l lect ions as thes e a ccord ing to the old me thod , even

1 Cata log i B z
'

blz
'

ot/zecamm antiom
'

; ed. G . Bekker, 8vo . 188 5 , pp . 24
—28 .

3 I bid.
, pp. 43

—
5 3 .

3 I bid. , pp . 64
—
73 .

Ibz
'

a
’
. p . 82

Ca talog i Veteres L z
'

brorum E cc l. Cat/z . Dune/rm, ed . S urtees Soc . 1838 , pp . I—I o .

See a letter by Dr M. R . James in Tbe Gua rdian , 18 May, 1898 .



DURHAM
,
C ITEAUX

s uppos ing i t was des i rable to do so. The re were doubt les s
many duplic ates , _

and manu s c r i pts Of va l ue requ i r ing spec ia l
ca re . Consequent l y we find tha t p laces othe r than the c lo is te r
were used to keep books in. At Du rham

,
for ins tance

, the

ca ta logues made at the end of the fourteenth centu ry enume rate

(1) the books in the common pres s at Durham in sund ry pla ces
in the c lo is te r ” (386 vo l umes)‘ (2)

“
the books in the common

pres s a t Du rham in the S pendment
”

(408 vo l umes)2 ; (3) the

inne r l i b rary at Du rham ca l led Spendment
”

(87 vo l umes)3 ;
(4) the books for read ing in the fra ter wh i ch lie in the pres s
nea r the entrance to the (17 vol umes)‘ (5)

“
the books

in the common pres s of the novi ces at Du rham in the c lo i s te r ”

(23 Of the above ca ta logues the fi rs t Obv ious ly dea ls
wi th the contents of the g rea t

“
a lme r ies Of wa insco t ” wh ich

s tood in the C lo is te r ; the second and th i rd w i th the books for
whi ch no room cou ld be found the re , and wh ich in consequence
had been t rans fe r red to a room on the wes t s ide of the c lo i s te r,
where wages we re pa id and accounts set t led . In the R ites of
D a r/tam i t is te rmed the t reas u re - house or Chance ry. It was

d iv ided into two by a g ra te of i ron
,
beh ind wh i ch s at the Offi ce r

who made the payments . The book s seem to have been kept
pa rt ly in the ou ter ha l f of the room, pa r t ly w i th in th is g rate .

At C i teaux , the pa rent - house Of the C is te rc ian o rder, a la rge
and wea l thy monas tery in Burgundy, the books we re s t i l l more
s ca t te red , as appea rs from the ca ta logue“d rawn up by John de
C i rey, abba t a t the end Of the fi fteenth centu ry, now preserved ,
wi th 3 12 Of the manus cr ipts enume ra ted in i t , in the publ i c
l i bra ry Of D ijon.

Th is ca ta logue ,
wr i tten on ve l l um,

in doub le co l umns , wi th
in i t ia l le t te rs in red and bl ue a l te rna te l y, reco rds the t i t les Of

Ca ta logz
'

Veteres L ibror um E c cl. Cat/i . Dzmelm. Ed . Surtees Soc . 1838 , pp . 46

79. Th is cata logue is dated Ea ster, 1395 .

2 I bid. pp. 10—34 . Th is cata logue is dated 139 1 .

3 Ibt
'

d. pp . 34
—
38 . Of the same date .

4 Ibid. pp . 80, 8 1 . These vo lumes are recorded in the firs t of the above
ca talogues . 3

5 Mid. pp . 8 1—84 . The date is 1395 . For a descript ion of the Spendment see

R ites of D urham, ut supra,p . 7 1 .

6 Printed in Ca ta log ue genera l des manusc r z
‘

ts a
’
es B ibliot/n‘r/ues P ubliques de

Fra nce, v . 339
—
45 2 .



C ITEAUX

1200 MSS and pr inted books ; bu t the numbe r of the la t te r is
not g rea t . It is headed

Inventory of the books at Citeaux, in the diocese of Cha lons
,
made

by us
,
brother John

,
abbat Of the sa id House, in the year of our Lord

1480, a fter we had caused the sa id books to be set to righ ts , bound, and
covered, at a vas t expense, by the labour Of two and Often th ree binders ,
employed continuous ly during two years

]
.

Th is head ing is s ucceeded by the fo l lowing s ta tement '

And first of the books now standing in the l ibrary of
the dorter, wh i ch we have arranged as i t is , because the room had been
for a long t ime useless , and formerly - served as a ta i lory and
for two yea rs or nearly so noth ing or very l ittle had been put there z .

A b i rd ’

s—eye v iew of C i teaux , da ted 1674 , prese rved in th e

B ibl iotheque Na t iona le , Pa r is , shews a sma l l bu i ld ing be tween
the Fra te r and the Dor te r, wh i ch M. V iollet- le - Duc , who h as

reproduced 3 pa rt Of i t, le t te rs “
s ta i rcase to the dorte r.” The

room in ques t ion wa s probably at the top of th is s ta i rcase, and
the a rrangements wh i ch I am abou t to d is cus s shew beyond a ll

ques t ion tha t the Dorte r was a t one end of i t and the Fra te r a t
the o the r .
There were s ix bookc as es , ca l led benches (banche), evident l y

cor respond ing to the s edz
'

lz
'

a or
“
sea ts ment ioned in many

E ng l ish med ieva l ca ta logues . The wri te r takes the bookcases
in o rder, beg inn ing as fo l lows

De prima banca inferius versus refec torium (I 3
In 2

“ l inea prime banche superius (I 7 vol s ).
In 2

3 banca inferius de latere dormitorii (18 vo ls ).
super

ius (I 4 vols ).
In 2

“ banca In feri us de latere refec tor n (1 5
superius 18 vols ).

1 Inventarium librorum monas tern Cisterc ii, Cab ilonens is dioc es is , fac tum per nos ,
fratrem Johannem,

abba tem e iusdem loci , anno Domini m i l les imo CCCC oc tuages imo,

postquam per duos annos continuos labore duorum c t sepius trium ligatorum eosdem

l ibros aptari , l igari , et c ooperiri , c um mag nis snmptibus et expens is feeimus .

2 E t pr imo libror um exis tenc ium in l ibrari a dormitorii, quam ut es t disposu imus ,

c um locus ipse prius (liu fuisset inutilis et dudum arti sutorie et vesu
'

ario serviebat,

s ic ut per aliquas annexas armariorumque dispos itiones apparehat, sed a 11
°
annis vel

circa n ich i l aut parum ibi fuera t.

3 D ic tz
'

onna ire ra t
'

sonne
'

de 1. 2 7 1 . H e does not g i ve th e date, but,
when I examined the orig ina l in the N a tz

'

oa a le, I found it pla inl y dated
1674 . I t is a most va luab le record, as it shews the monast ic bu i ld ings , wh ich were
greatl y a ltered a t the beginn ing of the last century , in the ir primiti ve state .
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C ITEAUX , CANTERBU RY

placed in the C lo is ter, pa r t ly to be d i vided among the breth ren

(27 vols ) ; Books on the sma l l des ks in the c lo i s te r (5 vo l s ) ;
Books to be read publ i c ly in convent or to be d i v ided among
the breth ren for pr iva te read ing (99 vo l s ). These d iffe rent
co l lect ions Of MS S . ,

added together,
'

make a tota l Of 740

vol umes , wh i ch seemto have been s ca t tered over the Hou se
,

whereve r a spa re co rne r cou ld be found for them.

The inconven ienc e Of s u ch an a rrangement , or want of

a r rangement , is obv ious ; and i t mus t have caused much
fr ic t ion in the House. We c an imag ine the offi cer in cha rge
of the finances resent ing the int rus ion of h is brother Of

’

the

l ib ra ry w i th an a spe r i ty not who l ly in a c co rdance wi th fra te rna l
Cha r i ty. And yet, so s t rong is the tendency Of human na tu re
to pu t up w it h wha teve r ex is ts

,
ra the r than be at the t rouble

Of Chang ing i t , no e ffectua l s teps in the way of remedy
we re taken unt i l the fi fteenth centu ry . In tha t c ent u ry

,

howeve r, we find tha t in mos t of the la rge monas ter ies a

Spec ia l room wa s cons t ruc ted to ho l d books . Read ing went
fo rwa rd , a s he reto fore , in the c lo is te r, and I

‘

c onc eive tha t the
books s tored in the new l i bra ry we re ma inly intended for loan
or for refe renc e. As at Du rham, the monks cou ld go the re
when they chose .

These conventua l l i bra r ies we re u sua l l y bu i l t ove r s ome

ex is t ing bu i ld ing ,
or ove r the Clo i s te r. Some t imes , es pec ia l ly

in F rance , th e l i b ra ry appears a s an add i t iona l s torey added
to any bu i ld ing w i th wa l ls s t rong enough to bea r i t ; some

t imes aga in a s a detached bu i ld ing . I wi l l c i te a few examples
o f l i b ra r ies in these d i ffe rent pos i t ions .

At Ch r is t Chu rch , Canterbu ry, a l i b ra ry, abou t 60 ft. long
by 2 2 ft . broad , was bu i l t by A rchb i shop Ch iche le be tween 14 14

and 144 3 , ove r the Pr io r
’

s Chape l l , and Wi l l iam S ellyng (P r io r
1472—1494)

“
ado rned [i t] wi th beautiful

'

wa ins c ot, and a l so
fu rn ished it wi th ce rta in vo l umes ch iefly for the use Of those
add i c ted to s tudy

,
whom he z ea lous l y and generous l y encou raged

and pa t ronised“

1 Godwin, De P ra s ulib-

a s Anglia , ed . R ichardson, I . 126.

2 Anglia S ac ra , 1. 145 . Librariam etiam supra Capellam P rioris s ituatam

perpulc ra c aelaturfi adornavit, quam et iam nonnullis l ibri s ins taurari fecit, ad usum

max ime literarum studiis deditorum, quos miro studio et benevolentia nutrivit et fovit.



DU RHAM
,
GLOUCESTER

At Du rham P r io r Wes syngton,
about 1446, e i the r bu i l t or

thorough ly repa i red and refi t ted
a room over the Old sac r i s ty

,

be tween the Chapte r - Hous e and

the sou th Transept , or, as th e

R i tes s ay,
“ be tw i x t the Chapter

Hou se and the Te Deum wyn

dowe , be ing we l l rep len ished w i th
ou ld wri t ten Doc te rs and other h is
to r ies and ec c les ia stic all

Wes syngton
’

s work mus t have
been extens i ve and thorough , for
i t cos t

,
incl ud ing the repa i rs Of

the books , £ 90. 16s . od fi—at leas t
ff 1 100 or £ 1200 a t the present
va l ue Of money. The pos i t ion of

th is l ib ra ry wi l l be unde rs tood
from the i l lu s t ra t ion (fig .

The room is 44 ft . 10 in. long ,
by

18 ft . wide , wi th a window a t each
end,

13 ft. wide , Of five l ights , and
a ve ry rough roo f of oak, res t ing
on pl a in s tone corbe l s .

At G louces te r the l i bra ry is
in a s im i la r pos i t ion

, but the da te
Of its cons t ru ct ion is unce rta in.

I t has been des c r ibed a s fo l lows
by Mr Hope :

The l ibrary is an interes ting room
Of fourteenth century date, reta ining
much Of Its orig ina l Open roo f. The F ig . 3 1 . L ib ra ry a t Durh am , bu i lt by
north s ide has e leven Windows , each p riorW e s s yng ton abou t 1446.

of two square- headed l igh ts and per

fec tly [There are no windows on the south s ide ] The la rge
end wi ndows are late pe rpend icu lar, each of seven l ights with a transom.

There are other a lterations , such as the beaut i fu l wooden corbe ls from

1 R ites of Da rbaw
, p . 26.

2 I tem structura ij fenes trarum in L ibrari a tam in opere lap ideo , ferrario et v itria rio ,
ac in repa rac ione tect i des c orum et ij os tiorum, nec non reparac ione librorum se

extendit ad i i ij
“
x
'
. xvj

"
. et u ltra . H i st. Dunelm. S c r ip/ores tres . Ed. Surtees Soc .

p . ccl xx i i i .



W INCHESTER , ST ALBANS, ETC. [CHAR

wh i ch the roo f springs , wh i ch are probably contemporary with the work
of the clo ister when the western sta i r to the l ibrary was bu i l t, and the

room a ltered.

At Winches te r a prec i se l y s im i la r pos i t ion was s e lec ted
between the Chapte r - House and the sou th t ransept , above a

pas sage lead ing from the C lo is te r to the g round at the sou th
ea s t end Of the chu rch .

At the Bened ict ine House of S . A lbans the l i b ra ry was

begun in 14 5 2 by John Whethamstede
,
P r io r , and completed

in the fo l low ing yea r at the c os t of £ 1 50
1—a sum . wh i ch

represents abou t £ 2000 at the present day—bu t the pos i t ion
has not been reco rded .

A t Wo rces te r, a l so Bened ic t ine , i t seems probable tha t the
l i bra ry occup ied from ve ry ea r ly t imes the long , na r row room
ove r the south a is le Of the nave to wh ich i t was res tored in 1866.

Th is room
,
wh ich extend s from the t ransept to the wes t end of

the chu rch
,
is 130 ft . 7 in. long ,

19 ft . 6 in. w ide, and 8 ft . 6 in.

h igh on the sou th s ide . I t is l ighted by twe l ve windows , e leven
Of wh ich a re of two l ights ea ch , and tha t nea res t to the t ransept
of th ree l igh ts . The room is app roached by a c i rc u la r s tone
s ta i rcase at the sou th - wes t ang le Of the ca thed ra l

,
ac ces s to

wh ich is from the ou ts i de only 2

At Bury S . E dmund ’

s abba t Wi l l iam Curteys (1429—4 5 )
bu i l t a l i bra ry, on an unknown s i te : bu t h is wo rk is wo rth
commemo ra t ing , a s ano ther ins tance of the g rea t fi fteenth
cent u ry movement in monas ter ies for prov id ing s pec ia l rooms

to conta in books .

At S . V i ctor, Pa r i s , an Augus t inian House , the l i b ra ry was
bu i l t be tween 1 50 1 and 1 508, I be l ieve ove r the sacr is ty ; a t
G rOnendaal, nea r B rus se l s , a l so Augus t in ian,

i t was bu i l t ove r
the who le leng th Of the no rth c lo is ter (a d is tance Of 17 5 fee t), s o
tha t its windows fa ced the sou th .

The Franc is c an House in London,
common ly ca l led Chris t’s

Hosp i ta l , had a noble l i b ra ry, founded 2 1 Oc tobe r, 142 1 , by S ir
R i cha rd Wh i t t ing ton, me rce r and Lo rd Mayo r of London. By

1 Regi st. Abbatz
'

a’j obannis Wbetlzamstede Abba ti s monasterzz sancti A[bani iterum

suscepta
’ : ed . H . T. R i ley, Rol ls Ser. Vol. 1. p . 423 .

1 H ist. and Ant. of Wor cester . By V . Green, 4to. Lond . 1796. Vol. 1. p . 79.

The mea surements in the text were taken bymysel f in 1895 .
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F ig . 3 2 . L ib ra ry of th e G rey Fr i a rs H ou s e , L ondon , common l y ca l l ed
Ch r i s t 's H os p i ta l .

From Tro l lope
’

s H istory .
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L IBRARY AT C ITEAUX [CHAR

Citeaux sent sa grande ma ison et son che f d’

ordre. Tout y est

grand, beau et anagnifique, ma is d
’une magnificence qui me bles se

pomt la S impli c 1té

F ig . 33 . B ird '

s - eye v iew of p a rt of the Mona s te ry of C iteau x .
From a drawing dated 17 18 . A. l ibrary ; B , farmery.

Les tro is c loitres sont proport ionnez au reste des batimens . Dans

l
’

un de c es c loitres on vo i t de petites ce l lules comme a Clervau x, qu
’

on

appe l le les écritoi res, parce que les anc iens mo ines y éc rivoient des
l i v res . La bibl iotheque est au dessus le va isseau est grand, voute, et
bien percé . 11 y a bon fonds de l ivres imprimez sur toutes sortes de
matiéres, et sept ou hu i t cent manuscrits, dont 1a plupart sont des
ouvrages des peres de

The g round—p lan (fig . 34) shews the wri t ing—rooms or son}?
tor z

'

a
, appa rent ly s ix in numbe r, eas twa rd of the chu rch ; and the

b i rd ’

s - eye v iew (fig . 33) the l i b ra ry bu i l t ove r them . Un

fo rtuna te l y we
‘know no th ing of the da te of its cons t ruc t ion.

It occup ied the g rea te r pa rt of the nor th s i de of a c lo i s te r ca l led

1 Voyage L z
'

ttéra z
'

re de deux Religioux B c
'
lwdz

'

d ins , 4 to. Pa ris , 1 7 1 7, 1. 198, 22 1 .



L IBRARY AT C ITEAUX

pe t i t c lo i t re or Fa rmeryC lo is ter, from the la rge bu i ld ing on the

p 1 1 “ :

f u s e s

"

do

n a
—
z

-o

f o i s e a d o 7 fl ung; a t d o ng.)

F ig . 34 . Ground - p lan of pa rt of th e Mona s tery of C iteaux .

From a plan da ted 1 7 18.

eas t s ide o r ig ina l ly bu i l t a s a Fa rme ry (fig. 33, B). It wa s ap

proac hed by a newe l - s ta i r at its sou th - wes t corne r (fig . 3 Th is

I t

?
7 a . to} ; p “ ;

F ig . 35 . G round - p lan of th e L ibra ry a t C iteaux .



C ITEAUX , CLA I RVAUX

s ta i r ga ve a cces s to a ves t i bu le, in wh ich , on th e wes t , was a

door lead ing into a room ca l led sma l l l i bra ry poti lo
appa rent ly bu i l t ove r one of the chape ls a t the eas t end of the

chu rch (fig . The des t ina t ion of th is room is not known. The

l i b ra ry p rope r wa s abou t 83 fee t long by 2 5 fee t b road ‘, vau l ted ,
and l igh ted by s ix w indows in the no rth and sou th wa l l s . The re
was probably an ea s t w indow a lso

,
but a s expla ined above

,
i t

was intended , when th is plan was d rawn,
to bu i l d a new ga l le ry

for book s at th is end of the o l der s t ruc t u re .

I p roceed next to the l ib ra ry a t C la i rvaux , a Hou s e which
may be ca l led the e l des t daughte r of C i teaux , having been
founded by S . Berna rd in 1 1 1 5 . Th is l ib ra ry was bu i l t in a

pos i t ion prec ise l y s im i la r to tha t at C i tea ux ,
name ly, eas twa rd

of the c hu rch , on the north s ide of the second c lo is te r, over the
S or z

'

ptorz
'

a . Begun in 1495 , i t wa s comple ted in 1 503 ; and wa s

ev ident ly rega rded a s a work of s ingu la r beauty, ove r wh i ch the
House ought to rejo i ce , for the bu i ld ing of i t is commemora ted
in the fo l low ing s tanz as wri t ten on the fi rs t lea f of a ca ta logue
made be tween 1496 and 1 509, and now pres e rved in the l i bra ry
a t Troyes 2

La construction de cette l ibrair ie.

Jad is se fist cette cons truction
Par bons ou vriers subtilz

'

et pla ins de sens

L
’
an qu’

on .diso it de l
’

inc arnation

Nonante cinq avec mil quatre cens .

E t tant y fut besongnie
’

de courage
En pierre, en boi s, et autre fourni ture
Q u

’

aprés peu d
’

ans achevé fut louvrage
Murs et pi l iers et voul te et couverture .

Pu is en apres l
’
an mil v

"
et trois

Y furent mis les l ivres des docteurs
Le doux Jésus qui pend i t en la croi x
Doint parad is aux dévotz fondateurs .

Amen.

We for tuna te ly pos ses s a m inu te des c r ipt ion of C la i rvaux ,

wri tten
,
soon a fter the comple t ion of the new l i b ra ry, by the

s ec reta ry to the Queen of S i c i ly, who came the re 13 J u l y, 1 5 17 ,
1 I have taken feet.
9 I have to thank M. L éon Dorez , of the B ib l iotheque Nationa le , Paris , for

k indly lend ing me h is transcript of th is cata logue, and for continua l help in all my

researches .
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1 14 L I BRAR IES AT CLAIRVAUx,
s . GE RMAIN DES PRES [cm

the g round -

plan
'

ofC la i rvaux g i ven by Viollet Le Duc
’
,
is exac t l y

the s ame as tha t of C i tea ux (fig . 33) bu t on a la rge r s ca le . The

l i bra ry i tse l f, as there , was a pproached by a newe l s ta i r at its
s ou th - wes t corne r . Th i s s ta i r was hexagona l , and of a d iamete r
s uffi c ient to a l low th ree men to a s cend a t th e s ame t ime . The

l i b ra ry was of g rea t extent—be ing abou t 206 fee t long by

56 fee t b road—if the d imens ions g i ven in the above a ccount
be correct, and i f I am r ight in s uppos ing a pace (pa ss/e) to be
equ iva lent to a mode rn metre ; vau l ted , and we l l l ighted . The

Q ueen
’

s sec retary s eems to have been s pec ia l l y s t ruck by the
beau ty, the s i z e, and the decora t ion of the w indows . The floor
was paved w i th encaus t i c t i les .

I t w i l l be inte res t ing to note how, in s ome Houses
, the

l i b ra ry s lowly expanded i ts e l f
,
occupy ing , one a fte r anothe r ,

eve ry co ign of vantage -

g round . An exce l lent example of th is

g rowth is to be found in the abbey of S a in t Ge rma in des P res ,
Pa r i s and fo rtuna te ly the re a re s evera l v iews , taken at d iffe rent
pe r iod s be fo re the Revo l u t ion, on wh ich the g radua l extens ion
of the l i bra ry c an be read i ly t ra ced . I append a port ion of two

of - these . The fi rs t (fig . da ted 1687 , shews th e l i bra ry ove r
the sou th wa l k of . the c lo i s te r , where i t wa s placed in 1 5 5 5 . I t

mus t not, howeve r, be s upposed tha t no l i b ra ry ex is ted before
th is . On the cont ra ry

,
the Hous e seems to have had .

one from
the fi rs t founda t ion

, and so ea r ly as the th i r teenth centu ry i t
cou l d be consu l ted by s t range rs , and books bor rowed from i t.
The s econd " view (fig . da ted 1724, shews a s t i l l fu rthe r
extens ion of the l i b ra ry. I t h as now invaded the wes t s i de
of the c lo i s te r

,
wh ich has rece i ved an uppe r s torey ; and even

the exte rna l a ppea rance of the venerab le Fra ter, wh i ch was
res pec ted when nea r l y a ll the res t of the bu i ld ings we

're rebu i l t
in a c lass ic a l s ty le

,
has been s a c ri ficed to a s imi la r ga l lery .

The un i ted leng ths of these th ree rooms mus t have been l i t t le
sho rt of 384 fee t . Th i s l i b ra ry was at the d i sposa l of a ll

s c ho la rs who des i red to use i t . When the Revo l u t ion came i t
conta ined mo re than p rinted books

,
and 7000 manu

s c r i p ts “.

D z
’

c tz
’

onna z
’

re do 1 267 .

2 For the h istory of th is l ibrary see Bouillart’5 work c ited at the foot of F ig . 37

and Franklin, Anamues B io/zotlze‘gues de Pa r is, Vol. 1. pp . 107—134 .



L IBRARY OF s . GERMAIN DES PRES

F ig . 36 . Part of th e Abbey of S . Germ a in des P res , Pa ris .

From a pr int da ted 1687 ; reproduc ed in L e: Anc iermes B iblz
'

otlzéques dc P a n
‘

s ,

pa r Alf. Frankl in, Vol. 1. p . 126.

1 Formmajor monas tern. 4 Sa c rar ium. 8 B ibl iothec a .

2 Atri um ec c lesie . 5 Cla us trum parvumB . M. 9 Dormi ton a ll . PatrumCongr ega tioms .
3 Rega l i a basxli c a . 7 Dormitorium. 10 Aula:Hosp i tum. 1 2 R efec tonurn.

8 - 2



s . GE RMAIN DES PRES

F ig . 37 . Pa rt of th e
'

Abb ey of S . G erma in de s P res , Pa ri s .

From a print inH is toi re de l'AMay: Roya le de S a int Germa in 1165 P ros , pa r Dom J a c ques Bouilla rt,
fol. Paris , 1 7 24, lettered qu

'

el le es t pré sentement .

A. Porte Exté rieure. H . Gra nd Cloitre .

B . Ma isons de l 'enc los . I . Bibl iotheque .

C. Parvis de l’Eglise . K . Dor toir.
D . L

’

Eg lise . L . Ré fec toire .

F . Sac r istie . M . Cu is ine.
G . Pc tit Cloitre . Z . Dop toir des Hates .

I now pas s to Ca thed ra l s , wh i ch v ied wi th monas ter ies in the
poss es s ion of a l i bra ry and

,
a s m igh t be expected , the two s e ts

of bu i ld ing s th row l igh t on each othe r. I reg ret tha t i t h as now

become impos s i b l e to d i s cove r the s i te or the exten t of s uch a

l i b ra ry a s tha t of Yo rk
,
wh ich was we l l s tocked w i th books so

ea r ly as the m idd le of the e ighth centu ry ; or of tha t of Not re
Dame de Pa r i s , wh i ch was a cent re of ins t ru ct ion a s we l l a s of
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works , of wh ich 77 (more or les s) have been ident ified as s t i l l
in the l i brary. The head ing ,

wh ich I w i l l t rans la te , re fers to a

cha in ing of the books wh ich had recent l y taken p lace“

,
pos s i b ly

a fter the cons t ruct ion of the ca ses wh ich I sha l l des cr ibe in a

subsequent chapte r.

I t is to be noted that in th is indenture are enumerated all the books
in the l ibra ry of the church of bles sed Ma ry of L incoln wh ich have
late ly been secured w ith locks and cha ins ofwh ich indenture one part
is s titched into the end of the black book of the a foresa id church , and
the other part rema ins

The l i b ra ry—a t imbe r s t ru ctu re—was placed over the

northern ha l f of the ea s t wa l k of the clo i s te r. A t present
only th ree bays a t the north end rema in ; but the re we re
o r ig ina l ly two bays mo re , at the south end, be tween the ex i s t ing
s t ructu re and the Chapte r—Hous e. These we re des t royed in

1789, when the fo l lowing Chapte r Orde r was made (7 May)

That the old L ibrary adjoining to the Chapter House sha l l be taken
down, and the part of the Cloysters under i t new leaded and the wa l ls
compleated, and the Sta i r case therto removed, and a new Sta i r Case
made, agreable to a plan and estimate of the Expenc e thereof.

I wi l l now br iefly des c r ibe the room,
wi th th e as s is tance of

the plan (fig. and the v iew of the inte r io r (fig .

The wa l ls a re 9 ft . 8 in. h igh , from the floo r to the top of the

wa l l - pla te. They a re d iv ided into bays
,
each 7 ft . 9 in. wide

,
by

ve rt i ca l sha fts
,
from wh i ch

,
at a he igh t of 5

"

ft . 9 in. from the

g round , spr ing the brac es wh ich suppo rt the tiebeams of the

roof. These are mas s i ve beams of oak , s l ight ly a rched , and

mo lded on the i r unde r - su rface. The i r pos i t ion is ind ica ted by
dot ted l ines on the pl an (fig . The who le roof is a s plend id
s pec imen o f fi fteenth centu ry wo rk , enr i ched w i th carving in the
fines t s ty le of execu t ion. The re is a bo l d o rnament in the cent re
of ea ch t iebeam ; and a t the foot of the cent ra l jo is t in each bay,

whi ch is wide r than the res t
,
and mo l ded

,
wh i le the othe rs a re

1 Memorandum quod in ista indentura c ontinentur omnes l ibri ex istentes in l ibrar ia
eccles ie beate Ma ri e L inc oln de novo sub se ruris' c athenati, cu ius qu idem indenture
una pars c onsuitur in fine nigri l ibri d icte eccles ie et a l tera pars remanet The

rest of the l ine is i l leg ib le . I have to thank the Rev. A. R . Madd ison for k indly
lending me h is transcript of th is va luab le MS .

2 For th is p lan I have to thank my friend T. D . Atk inson, E sq . , of Cambr idge,
arch itect.
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pla in, the re is an ange l , project ing ho r i z onta l ly from the wa l l:
The pu r l in, aga in,

is mo l ded
,
and whe re i t inte rs ec ts the cent ra l

jo is t a s ubjec t is ca rved : an ange l playing on a mus i ca l

MODERN

DEAN

HONYWOO

O L D L I B R A R Y

OUSE

SOALfi OF FEET

F ig . 38 . Pla n of th e Old L ibra ry, L inc oln Cath edra l .



L INCOLN CATHEDRAL [CHAR

ins t rument—a b i rd—a rose—a g rotesque figure
—and the l i ke .

Be low the wa l l - pla te is a co rn i ce
,
12 in . deep

,
o rnamented w i th

a row of qua t refo i ls above a row of ba t t lements . Benea th these
the re is a g roove , wh i ch seems to ind i ca te tha t the wa l ls we re
once pane l led or plas te red .

I t is probable that the re was or ig ina l ly a row of equ id is tant
w indows in the ea s t a nd wes t wa l ls

,
one to ea ch bay on ea ch

s i de ; bu t of these, i f they eve r ex i s ted , no t race rema ins . The re
mu s t a l s o ha ve been a w indow a t the no rth end

,
and probably

one at the s ou th end a l so. The present w indows a re pla in ly
modem . The room is known to ha ve s uffe red from a fire ,

which t rad i t ion as s igns to 1609 ; and p robably the o rig ina l
w indows were changed d ur ing the repa i rs rende red neces sa ry a t

tha t t ime .

I t is not easy to dec ide how th i s l i bra ry was approached .

I t has been s ugges ted tha t the s tone newe l s ta i r a t the no rth
wes t co rne r of the Chapter - Hous e was us ed for th is pu rpose ;
but

,
i f tha t be the ca se ,

how a re we to expla in the wo rd s in the

above o rde r “
the S ta i r Case the re to removed and an i tem

wh i ch occu rs in the Ca thed ra l Accounts for 1789,
“ tak ing down

the old s ta i rs
,
s t r ings , and ban is ters , It appea red to me,

when exam in ing th e bu i ld ing . tha t the re had been o r ig ina l ly a

doo r on the eas t s ide ,
now replaced by a window

, as shewn on

P
A
S
S
A

50 O

SCALE OF FEET

F ig . Plan of th e C lo i s ter, etc . , L inc oln Ca th edra l .
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The appea rance of the l i b ra ry, as the
execu t ion of the above o rde r left i t

,
wi l l

be unde rs tood from the v iew (fig .

taken
'

from the roo f of an adjo in ing
a l ley of the c lo is te r . I nte rna l l y the

room is 66 fee t long ,
20 fee t w ide , and

12 ft. 9 in. h igh . I t ha s a fl at plas te r
ce i l ing ,

pa rt of the “
new and l ighte r

roo f ” imposed on the lowe red wa l ls in
17 5 8. The fi t t ings a re who l ly modem .

The l i b ra ry a t tached to S . Pau l ’s
Ca thed ra l , London,

by wh i ch I mean

th e med ieva l ca thed ra l commonly ca l led
Old S . Pau l’s , wa s in a s im i la r pos i t ion.

I ts h is to ry is s ucc inctly reco rded by
Dugda le . Afte r des c r i b ing the Ceme

tery ca l led Pa rdon Chu rch Hawgh , wi th
the c lo is ter tha t s u rrounded i t , he pro
c eeds

T/ze L z
'

ora ry.

Over the East quadrant of the be fore
mentioned Cloyster, was a fa i r L ibra ry bu i lt,
at the cos ts of Wa lter S /zz

'

ryrzgton, Chanc elour

of the Duchy of Lancaster in K ing Henry
the 6th

’

s t ime : But in the year MDXL IX .

10. Ap r . both Chape l l
, Cloyster, and Monu

ments
,
e xcepting one ly that s ide where the

L ibr a ry was , were pu l led down to the ground,
by the appointment of E dwa rd Duke of

Somerset, then Lord P rotector to King E d
wa ra

'

6. and the materialls carr ied into the

Strand, towards the bu i ld ing of that state ly
fabric k ca l led Somerset—House, wh ich he then
erected ; the ground where they s tood being
a fterwards converted into a Ga rden, for the
Pett ie Canons ‘.

Noth ing is known of the d imens ions
or a rrangement of the above room ; bu t ,
as i t was ove r a c lo i s te r, i t mus t have
been long and na rrow ,

l i ke tha t wh ich

1 Dugda le, H i s/my of S . P a ul
’
r Ca t/redr al, fol.

165 8, p . 132 .

F ig . 42 . Plan of th e L ibra ry
in We l ls Cath edra l .
Sca le 1

3
3 inch : 1 foot.
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s t i l l ex i s ts in a s im i la r pos i t ion at We l ls Ca thed ra l
,
wh ich I w i l l

b r iefly ment ion nex t .
The Chapte r L i b ra ry at We l ls Ca thed ra l occupies the sou th

end of a long , na rrow room ove r the eas t pane of the c lo i s te r,
approa ched by a s p i ra l s ta i rcas e from the sou th t ransept. Th i s
room is abou t 162 feet long by 12 fee t w ide ; the po rt ion as s igned
to the l i b ra ry is abou t 106 fee t long (fig . The roof was or ig i
na l ly d iv ided into 13 spaces by oak pr inc i pa l s , very s l ight ly
a rched

,
resting on s tone co rbe l s . There we re two w indows

on ea ch s ide to each space. In the pa r t fi t ted up as a l ibra ry
the pr inc i pa ls have been plas tered ove r to im i ta te s tone, and

th e jo is ts be tween them concea led by a ce i l ing . There is a

t rad i t ion tha t th is room was fi t ted up as a l i bra ry in 147 2 . The

present fi t t ings , wh ich I s ha l l have occas ion to ment ion in a

s ubsequent chapte r
,
were pu t u p when the l i b ra ry was refi tted

and s tocked w i th books a fte r the Res tora t ion‘

These fou r examples—at L inco ln, S a l isbu ry, S . Pau l ’s , and
We l l s—a re typ i ca l of Ca thed ra l l i b ra r ies bu i l t ove r a clo i s ter . I
w i l l next no t i ce some tha t we re de tached .

l i b ra ry of L ic hfield Ca thed ra l 2 s tood on the no rth s ide

SOUTH TRANS EPT
l OALl —J _ . —J f t [7

F ig . 43 . Plan of th e L ibra ry at L i c h fie ld Ca th edra l .
FromH i s tory a nd Antiqu ities by S tebbing Shaw, fol. Lond. 1 798, Vol. 11. p. 244.

1 I have ful ly described th is l ibrary and its fittings in Como. Ant. Soc . P roc . and

Comm. 189 1 . Vol. v 111. , pp . 6—10.

2 My acc ount of the l ibrary at L ic hfield is deri ved from the H i s tory and

Anh
’

am
’

tz
’

ex of tlze C/mr c/z and City of L ie/yield, by Rev . Th . Harwood, 410.

G loucester, 1 806, p . 180 ; and the Chapter Ac t Book , wh ich I was a l lowed to

examine through the k indnes s ofmy friend the Very Rev. H . M . Luc koc k , D .D . , Dean.



L ICHF IELD AND NOYON CATHEDRALS
_ [CHAP.

of the ca thed ra l , wes t of the north door, at some l i t t le d i s tance
from the chu rch (fig . It wa s begun

‘

in 1489, when Thomas
H eywood

,
dean, gave £ 40 towa rds bu i ld ing a l i b ra ry of br i ck ,

”

and comple ted in 1493. I t wa s about 60 fee t long by 15 fee t
w ide

,
ap proached by a fl ight of s ta i rs . As the Chapte r Orde r

(9 Decembe r, 17 57) wh ich au tho r i sed its des t ruc t ion s peak s of

the “ L i b ra ry
,
Chapter C lerk ’

s House , and C lo i s te rs , I su spec t
tha t i t s tood on a co lonnade , a fte r the manne r of the bea u t i fu l
s t ru ctu re a t Noyon, a ca thed ra l town in eas te rn F rance , at no

g rea t d i s tance from Am iens .

Th is l i bra ry—wh ich I have ca refu l ly exam ined on two

occas ions—wa s bu i l t in pu rs uance of the fo l lowing Order of the
Chapter , 16 November, 1 506.

Le 1 6. iour de Nouembre audi t an, l
’

affa ire de la L ibra i r ie se remet
sus . Le s ieur Doyen ofi

'

re cent francs pour c et oeuure; E t le 20. iour

de Nouembre
,
ouy le Ma is tre de Fabrique et Commi ssa i res a c e deputez ,

fut a rres tee le long de l
’

a l lee qu i me ine de l’Eglise a la porte Corbaut
et a c et efl

'

ec t sera ti re’ le bo is a CC necessa i re de nos fores ts , et se fera
lad i te L ibra i rie suiuant le pourtra it ou patron exh ibe’ au Chap i tre le
s ixiesme iour de Mars 1 5 06. Le Ba i l ly de Chap i tre donne cent so ls
pour c e bastiment, a cond i t ion qu

’i l en aura une cle f

Th is l i b ra ry (fig . 44) is , s o fa r as I know,
an un ique Spec imen

of a l i bra ry bu i l t who l ly of wood
,
s upported on wooden p i l la rs

wi th s tone bases , s o tha t i t is ra i sed a bou t 10 fee t above the

s tone floo r on wh ich they res t, probably for the s ake of d rynes s .

The re is a legend tha t a ma rke t u sed to be he l d the re ; but a t

present the spaces be tween th e p i l la rs have been fi l led in on

the south s ide . The one here represented (fig . 4 5) s tands on

the north s ide , in a sma l l ya rd be tween the l i b ra ry and the

ca thed ra l .
The s i te s e lected for the bu i ld ing is on the sou th s ide

of the cho i r of the ca thed ra l , wi th its longes t ax i s north and

s ou th . It measu res 7 2 fee t in leng th by 17 fee t in wid th
be tween wa l l s

,
but was or ig ina l ly longe r, a p iece hav ing been

cu t off at the sou th end,
whe re the ent rance now is

,
and where

th e l i b ra ry is now te rm ina ted by a s tone wa l l of c lass i ca l
cha rac te r. Trad i t ion places the ent rance at the oppos i te end,

1 Levas seur, Annales de L
’

Eg lz
'

re Ca t/redr a le dc Noyon , 410. Paris , 1633 , p . 1 1 1 1 .

A marg ina l note tel ls us that the g i ft of the Ba i l l y de Chap itre was accepted 14 June,
1 507 .
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F ig . 44 . Ch ap ter - L ib ra ry a t N oyon , France .
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CATHEDRAL OF TROYES

The C a thed ra l l i bra ry at Troyes
,
bu i l t by' B ishop - Lou is

R agu ier between 1477 and 1479, to repla ce an o l de r s t ruc tu re,
was in an unus ua l pos i t ion,

and a r ranged in an unu sua l manne r .
I t abutted aga ins t the s ou th - eas t ang le of the

‘

s outh t ransept
,

from which i t cou ld be ente red . I t wa s nea r ly squa re ,
be ing

30 fee t long by 24
‘ fee t broad ; and the va u l t wa s s uppor ted

on a c ent ra l p i l la r
,
from wh ich rad ia ted the S ix desks wh i c h

TRANS EPT

F ig . 46 . Plan of th e L ibra ry at th e s ou th - ea st angle of th e s ou th tran s ept of th e
Ca th edra l a t Troye s .

A,
B
, C, D , L ibrary ; E , Entra nc e from ves tibule in front of south transept-door. The room

on the eas t s ide of th is pas sage was used to keep rec ords in.

conta ined the books (fig . I t wa s ca l led L a T/zeo/og a le,

becau se lectu res on theo logy we re g i ven in i t
,
as in the l ib ra ry

at S a l i sbu ry. The des k s we re taken down in 1706, and the

who le s tru ctu re swept away in 184 1
—
42 , by the Depa rtmenta l

A rch i tec t
,
in the cou rse of “

a thorough res to ra t ion 1

At th i s po int I cannot refra in from ment ion ing a somewha t
anoma lou s l i bra ry - founda t ion at Wo rces ter

,
due to the z ea l of

1 Voyage arefie
'

o/og ique“ .dam leDepa rtemm t de l
’
Auoe. A. F .Arnaud. 410 . Troyes

1837 , pp . 161—163 .



111] L I BRARY AT WORCESTER CATHEDRAL

B ishop Ca rpenter (1444 though bo th s t ruc ture and foun
da t ion have been long s ince swept away‘. In 1464 he bu i l t and
endowed a l i b ra ry in connex ion wi th the cha rne l - hou se or chape l
of S . Thomas

,
ma rtyr

,
a de tached bu i ld ing on the north

'

s i de of

the ca thed ra l . The deed in which th is founda t ion is recorded
conta ins so many inte res t ing pa rt i cu la rs tha t I wi l l s ta te br iefly
the mos t important po ints ins is ted upon

z
.

The B ishop beg ins by s ta t ing tha t by anc ient a r rangement
the sac ri s t of the ca thed ra l , a s s isted by a chapla in

,
is bound to

ce leb ra te mas s da i l y in the c ha rne l - house or chape l a fo re sa i d ,
to keep it in repa i r

,
and to s upply i t w i th ornaments and

ves tments . For th is pu rpose an annua l endowment of 1 5 ma rks
h as been provided . He then desc r ibes h is own founda t ion.

In accordance wi th the intent ion of h is predeces so rs , and

actua ted by a des i re to inc rease the knowledge of our ho ly fa i th ,
he ha s bu i l t a l i b ra ry in the a fo resa id cha rne l - hous e, and caused
ce rta in books to be cha ined the re in. Furthe r

,
les t these vo lumes

shou ld be left unca red for, and so be damaged or abs t ra c ted , he
has caus ed a dwe l l ing - house for a mas te r or keepe r of the s a id
books to be e rected at the end of the sa id l i b ra ry ; and he has
confe rred on the s a id keepe r a new s t i pend , in add i tion to the

old s t ipend of 1 5 ma rks .

Th is keepe r mu s t be a g radua te in theo logy, and a good
preache r . He is to l i ve in the sa id chant ry

,
and s ay ma s s da i ly

in the chape l t he reof. He is to take ca re of a ll the books in the
l i bra ry, whi ch he is to open on eve ry week - day for two hou rs be
fo re None , and for two hou rs a fte r None , to allwho wi sh to ente r
for the pu rpose of s t udy . He is to expla in ha rd and doubt fu l
pas sages of s cr i ptu re wh en a s ked to do so, and once in every
week to de liver /

a publ i c lectu re in the libra ry. Moreove r on
Ho l y Thu rsday he is to prea ch in the ca thed ra l , or at the c ross
in th e bu r ia l - g round .

Fu rthe r, in orde r to prevent any book be ing a l iena ted, or

ca r r ied away, or s to len from the l i bra ry
, a t r ipa rt i te l is t o f all

the books is to be made , whe re in the t rue va l ue of ea ch is to be
1 For the l ibrary belong ing to the monastery see p . 108.

2 The deed is cop ied in A15 5 . P ra ttz
'

nlorz (Soc . Ant. Vol. V111. p. 379. For

th is reference I have to thank the Rev. J . K . P loyer, M.A.
, l ibra rian of Worcester

Cathedra l . S ee h is Tfiazzsand Yea rs of a Ca thedra l L ibrary in the Religua ry for Jan.

190 1 , p . 7.



ROUEN CATHEDRAL [CHAR

set down. One of these l i s ts is to be re ta ined by the Bis hop
,

anothe r by the sa cri s t , a nd a th i rd by the keepe r. Wheneve r a
book is bequea thed or g i ven to the l i b ra ry i t is to be at once s et

down in th is l i s t toge the r w i th its t rue va l ue .

On the F r iday a fte r the fea s t of
'

Relic s (27 Janua ry) in each
yea r, the s ac r is t and the keeper a re ca refu l ly to compa re the

books w i th the l is t ; and s hou ld any book have d i sappea red
from the l ib ra ry through the ca re les snes s of the keepe r, he is to
replace i t or the va l ue of i t w i th in one mon th , unde r a pena l ty
of fo rty sh i l l ings , whe reo f twenty sh i l l ings is to be pa i d to the

B i shop, and twenty sh i l l ings to the s acr is t . When the a foresa id
month has fu l ly expi red , the s a c r i s t is to set apa rt out of h is

own s a la ry a sum suffic ient
‘

to pay the above fine , and to

pu rcha se and cha in in the l ibra ry a s soon a s poss i b le anothe r
book of the s ame va l ue and ma te r ia l .
The keepe r is to rece i ve from the sa c r is t an annua l sa lary of

ten pounds
,
and fou r ya rds of woo l len c loth to ma ke h im a gown

and hood .

The s ac r is t is to keep the chape l , l i bra ry, books , and cha ins ,
togethe r w i th the house bu i l t for the use of the keepe r, in good
repa i r ; and he is , mo reove r, to find and ma inta in the ves tments
and l ights requ i red for the chape l . A l l these du t ies he is to
swea r on the Ho ly Gospe l s tha t he w i l l fa i th fu l l y pe rform.

My enumera t ion of Ca thed ra l l i bra r ies wou l d be s adly inc om

plete i f I d id not s ay a few wo rds abou t the s plend id s t ru c tu re
wh ich is a t tached to the Ca thed ra l of Rouen‘

. The Chapte r
pos ses sed a res pectable co l lect ion of book s at so ea r ly a da te
as 1 120 ; th is g rew, and, 29 J uly, 1424 , i t was dec ided to bu i ld
“
a s tudy or l i b ra ry (qzzoda

’

am s tadium s eu wmm

wh ich was comple ted in 1428 . F i fty yea rs a fte rwa rds—in 1477

i t was dec ided tha t the l i b ra ry shou ld be extended . The fi rs t
though t of the Chapte r wa s tha t i t should be bu i l t of wood ,
and the pu rcha se of good s tou t t imbe r (bona et g ross a lzgwa)

1 Myprincipa l authority for the h i story of the Chapter L ibrary is the Minute - Book
of the Deanand Chapter of Rouen Cathedra l , now preserved in the Arch i ves de la V i l le
a t Rouen, where I had the p leasure of study ing it in S eptember, 1896. A summary of it
is g i ven in l uv/mmz

'

re- Somma z
'

r t dc: Ar c/l ives Dépar tementa les (S e ine Inférieure), 4to.

Pari s , 1874 , Vol. 11. I have a lso consulted Rec/wr iter s ur la: Rouen ,

8vo . , 185 3 .
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were kept in cupboa rds protected by w i re -work , ove r wh i ch were
the po r tra i ts of bene fac tors to the l i b ra ry’[
At present the a rch i ves have d isappea red ; the few books

tha t rema in have replaced them in .the upper s torey, and the

l i b ra ry is u sed as a s econd ves t ry. The i l l us tra t ion (fig . 47)
shews the inter io r of the Cour a

’

es Libra z
'

res , wi th the beaut i
fu l ga te of ent rance from the s t ree t . The l i b ra ry occup ies the
fi rs t floo r. Benea th are the a rches under wh i c h the shops used
to be a rranged ; and above is the l i b ra ry of

1 Voyage L z
'

lurgz
'

gue de In France, par Le S ieur de Moleon, 17 18, p . 268. I have
to thank Dr James for th is quotation.
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CHAPTE R IV.

THE F ITT INGS OF MONASTIC L I BRAR I ES AND OF COLLEG IATE
L IBRAR I ES PROBABLY IDENT ICAL. ANALYS IS OF SOME

L I BRARY - STATUTES . MONAST IC IN FLUENCE AT THE

UN I VERS ITIES . N UMBER OF BOOKS OWNED BY COLLEGES .

THE COLLEG IATE L IBRARY . B I SHOP COBHAM
’

S L IBRARY
AT OXFORD. L IBRARY AT QUEEN S , COLLEGE , CAMBR IDGE .

AT Z UTPI‘IEN . THE LECTERN SYSTEM. CHAIN ING OF

BOOKS . FU RTHER EXAMPLES AND ILLU STRATIONS .

OW we re the l i b ra r ies ment ioned in the preced ing
chapte r fi t ted up ? For ins tance, wha t manner
of bookca ses d id A rchbishop Ch i che le pu t into
h is l i b ra ry at Cante rbu ry in 14 14, or the

“ bons
ouvr iers s ubtilz et pla ins de sens

”

s upply to the

Abba t of Cla i rva ux in 1496 ? The pr imi t ive
book - press es have long ago been broken up ; and the med ieva l
dev ices tha t s ucceeded them have had no be t te r fa te. Th i s
dea rth of ma ter ia l need not, howeve r, d i s cou rage us . We have

,

I th ink , the means of d is cover ing w i th to le rable cer ta inty wha t
mona s t ic fi t t ings mus t have been,

by compa r ing the bookcases
wh ich s t i l l ex is t in a mo re or les s pe rfec t form in the l i bra r ies
of Oxfo rd and Cambr idge wi th s uch mona s t i c ca ta log ues a s g i ve
pa rt i cu la rs of a rrangement and not mere ly l is ts of books .

The co l leg ia te sys tem was in no sens e mona s t i c, indeed i t
wa s to a certa in extent es tabl ished to counte rac t monas t i c
influence ; bu t i t is abs urd to s uppose tha t the younge r c om
munities wou ld bor row noth ing from the e lde r—espec ia l l y
when we reflec t tha t the monas t i c sys tem, as inaugu ra ted by

9
-2
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S . Bened ic t, had comple ted at leas t seven centu r ies of s ucces s
fu l ex is tence befo re Wa l te r de Me rton was moved to found a

co l lege , and tha t many of the s ubs equent founde rs of c o l leges
we re mo re or les s c lose ly connec ted w i th mona s te r ies . Furthe r

,

a s we have seen tha t s tudy wa s s pec ia l ly enjo ined upon monks
by S . Bened ic t , i t is p rec is e ly in the d i rect ion of s tudy tha t we
m igh t expec t to find fea t u res common to the two se ts of c om

munities . And, in fac t, a n examina t ion of the s ta tu tes affec t ing
the l i bra ry in the codes imposed upon some of the ea r l ie r
co l leges at Ox ford and Cambr idge, lead s us i r res is t i b ly to the
conc l us ion tha t they were de r i ved from monas t i c Cus toms ,

us ing the wo rd in its techn i ca l s ense
,
and monas t ic prac t i ce .

The resemblances a re too st r i k ing to be acc identa l .
I sha l l the re fo re , in the next p lace , rev iew,

a s br iefly a s I

c an
, the s ta t u tes of someof the above co l leges , tak ing them in

chrono log i ca l orde r
‘

; and I sha l l t rans la te some pas sages from
them.

Bu t fi rs t let me ment ion tha t the pr inc i p le of lend ing books
to s tudents unde r a pledge was a ccepted by the Un i ve rs i ty of

Oxford many yea rs be fo re co l leges were founded . It is recorded
tha t Roger L

’

Is le , Dean of York , in the ea r ly pa rt of the

th i r teenth centu ry, “ bes towed seve ra l exempla rs of the ho l y
B ib le to be u s ed by the S cho l a rs of Ox ford under a pledge
tha t the s a i d books

,
wi th o the rs

,
we re “ locked up in Ches ts

,
or

Cha ined upon des ks in S . Ma ry’s Chance l and Chu rch to be
u sed by the Ma s te rs upon leave fi rs t obta ined tha t ce rta in
office rs we re appo inted to keep the keys of thes e ches ts

,
and to

rece i ve - the pledges from thos e tha t bo rrowed the book s ; and
tha t the books were so kept “ t i l l the l i b ra ry ove r the Con

gregation Hou se was bu i l t , and then be ing taken out
,

.we re set

up in pews or s t ud ies d iges ted a cco rd ing to Facu l t ies , Cha ined ,
and had a keeper appo inted over them? ”

1 The Statutes of the Colleges of Ox ford and Cambridge bearing on the care of

books have
_
been thoroughly ana lysed by Professor Wil l is in his essay on

“ The

L ibrary ,” Ar c/z . H i st. 111. pp . 387
—
47 1 , wh ich I ed ited and completed . I have

therefore not thought it necessary to acknowledge each quotation separatel y, but I
wi sh it to be understood that th is section of my present book is to a great extent
borrowed from him.

9 Wood, H istory and Antiqui ties of tbe University of Oxford, ed. Gutc h , 4to.

Oxford , 1 796, Vol. 11. Part 2 , p . 910 .
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or wh i ch he requires for his use . Th is he maykeep, i f he please, unti l the
same fest iva l in the succeed ing year, when a s imi lar se lection of books is
to take place

,
and so on, from yea r to year.

I f there should happen to be more books than persons, those that
rema in are to be se lected in the same manner ‘.

The las t Cl aus e p la in ly shews how sma l l the numbe r of the
books mus t have been when the s ta t u te wa s wr i t ten. The i r
sa fety was s ubs equent ly s ecu red by an o rd inanc e of the Provos t
and S cho la rs , wh ich , by dec ree of the V is i to r

,
da ted 13 May, 144 1 ,

rece i ved the au tho r i ty of a s ta tu te . The h igh va l ue set upon
the books is shewn by the ext reme s t r ingency of the pena l t ies
imposed for wi l fu l los s or fa i l u re of res t i t u t ion. After des cr ib ing
the annua l as semblage of the Provos t and Fe l lows , a s d i rected
in the fo rmer s ta t u te, the new enac tment p roceeds as fo l lows

Any person who absents h imsel f on that day, so that the books
selected by h im are ne i ther produced nor restored ; or who, be ing
present

,
re fuses to produce or to restore them or who re fuses to pay

the ful l va lue, i f, without any fraud or deception on h is pa rt, it should
happen that any one of th em be mi ss ing ; is to be deprived of all righ t
of selecting books for that year ; and any person who wi ttingly defers
the a foresa id production or resti tut ion t i l l Ch ristmas nex t ensu ing,
shal l , zpso fa tto, cease to be a Fe l low .

Further, any scholar who has pawned or a l ienated, contrary to the

c ommon
'

c onsent of the col lege, any book or object of va lue (fora/e)
belonging to the col lege ; or who has even suggested, he lped, or

favoured, such pawning or a l ienation
,
sha l l

,
ipso fa tto, cease to be a

member of the Soc iety2

The s ta tu tes of Pe terhouse
,
Cambr idge , dated 1344, c las s

the b00ks of the Soc iety w i th the cha rte rs and the muniments ,
and pres c r ibe the fo l lowing ru les for the i r s a fe cu s tody :

In order tha t the book s wh i ch are the common property of the

House (eommunes libr i ), the cha rters , and the mun iments, may be kept
in sa fe cus tody, we appo int and orda in that an indenture be drawn up
of the who le of them in the presence of at leas t the major part of the
scholars, express ing what the books are

,
and to what facul ty they

belong ; of whi ch indenture one part is to be depos i ted w i th the

Master, the other w i th the Deans
,
a s a record of the transaction.

The a foresa id books, charters , and mun iments are to be placed in
one or more common chests

, each having two lock s , one key of wh i ch
sha l l for greater securi ty be depos i ted w ith the Master

,
the other wi th

the Senior Dean, who sha l l cause the books to be dis tr ibuted to those

1 Commit s . D oc tr. (Oxford), Vol. 1. Statutes ofOr ie l Col lege , p . 14 .

2 I bid. p. 2 2 .
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scholars who have need of them, in the manner wh i ch has been more
ful ly set forth 1n the section wh i ch treats of the office of the Deans

Thes ec t ion refe r red to pres c r i bes tha t the Deans

are to distribute them [the books] to the scholars in such manner as
sha l l appear to them exped ient ; and further

,
they sha l l

,
i f they th ink

proper, make each schola r take an oath that he wi l l not a l ienate any
book so borrowed, but wi l l take all pos s ible care of it

, and res tore i t to
the Master and Dean, at the expiration of the appointed time2

In 1473 Dr John Wa rkwo rth became Ma s te r . He was

ev ident l y a love r of books , for he gave to the L ib ra ry fifty- five

vo l umes
, wh ich he pro tec ted , a fte r the fash ion of an ea r l ie r age ,

by invok ing a cu rse upon h im who shou ld a l iena te them.

Moreover, du r ing h is Mas tersh ip , in 1480, the Co l lege enac ted
or adopted a spec ia l s ta tu te headed , De libr is Collegi i , wh i ch
may be thus t rans la ted

In the name of God, Amen . As books are the mos t prec ious
treasure of scholars , concerning wh i ch there ought to be the most
d i l igent care and forethough t, lest, as heretofore, they fa l l to decay or
be lost, i t is hereby appo inted, settled, and orda ined, by the Mas ter and
Fel lows of the House or Col lege of S . Peter in Cambridge, that no
book wh i ch has been cha ined in the l ibrary there sha l l be taken away
from, or removed out of

,
the l ibrary, except by specia l assent and

consent of the Master and all the res ident Fe l lows of the a foresa id
Co l lege—it be ing unders tood that by res ident Fe l lows a majority of the
whole Soc iety is meant.

P rovided a lways that no book wh i ch has been given to the l ibrary
on condi t ion of be ing kept perpetua l ly Cha ined there in shal l

,
by vi rtue

of th is statute, be on any pretence removed from i t, except only when i t
needs repa i r.

Provided a lso that every book in the l ibrary wh i ch is to be se lected
and d istributed sha l l have a ce rta in va lue set upon i t by the Master and
the two Deans , and that indentures sha l l be drawn up record ing the

same.

Once in every two years , in the Michaelmas Term, a fresh selection
and d istribution sha l l be held of every book wh i ch is not cha ined in the

L ibra ry—the prec ise day to be fixed by the Master and the Sen ior
Dean.

No book so selected and distributed sha l l pass the n ight out of

Col lege, except by permiss ion of the Master and the P res ident and the
other Dean who is not P res ident ; provided a lways that the sa id book
be not kept out of the Col lege for s ix months in success ion.

1 Commit s . Darts . (Cambr idge), 11. 38. De omn ibus l ibris Domus , Munimentis ,

et Chartis c ustodiendis .

2 117121 . p . 17 . De Duobus Dec anis et c orum otfi c io.
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I f it shou ld happen that a given book be not brough t in and

produced on the a foresa id day of fresh selection and distribution, then
the person who is respons ib le for i t sha l l pay to the Master, or in h is
absence to the Senior Dean, the ful l va lue of the sa id absent book,
under pa in of be ing put out of commons unti l i t be res tored.

Every Fe l low who is not present on the aforesa id day sha l l appo int
a deputy, who sha l l be prepared to bring in any book s wh ich may have
been lent to h im, on the daywhen a fresh d istribution is to take place,
under pa in of be ing put out of commons

'
.

The s ta tu tes g i ven in 13 50 to Tr ini ty Ha l l
,
Cambr idge , by

the Founde r Wi l l iam Ba teman (Bi shop of Norwi ch 1344

conta in ru les wh i c h are more s t r ingent than those a l ready
quoted , and we re ev ident ly wr i tten in contempla t ion of a

more cons i de rab le co l lec t ion of vo l umes . A l is t of the books
wh ich he h imse l fp res ented to Tr in i ty H a l l is appended to h is
s ta tu tes , and a spec ia l chapter (De libr is ool/egi i) is a l lot ted
to the L ib ra ry. Th i s may be t rans la ted a s fo l lows

On the days appointed for the genera l aud it of accounts [in the

Mi chae lmas and Eas ter Terms] all the books wh ich have been rece ived,
or sha l l be rece ived in future, e i ther from our own l ibera l i ty, or from the

pious largess of others , are to be la id out separate ly before the Mas ter
and all the res ident Fel lows in such manner that each volume may be

clearly seen ; by wh i ch arrangement it wi l l become evident twice in
each year whether any book has been lost or taken away.

No book be longing to the aforesa id Col lege may ever at any time
be sold, given away

,
exchanged, or a l ienated, under any excuse or

‘

pre

text ; nor may it be lent to anybody except a member of the Col lege ;
nor may i t be entrusted in qu i res , for the purpose of making a c ow, to

anymember of the Col lege, or
'

to any s tranger, e ither with in the pre

c inc ts of the Ha l l or beyond them ; nor may i t be carried by the Mas ter,
or any one e lse, out of the Town of Cambridge, or out of the aforesaid
Ha l l or Hostel , e i ther whole or in qu ires , except to the Schools ; pro
vided a lways tha t no book pass the n igh t out of Col lege, unless i t be
necessary to bind i t or to repa i r it ; and when th is happens, i t is to be
brough t back to Col lege as soon as poss ible a fter the completion of the

binding or the repa i r.
Moreover, all the books of the Col lege are to be kept in some sa fe

room,
to be ass igned for the Col lege L ibrary, so that all the Scholars of

the Co l lege mayhave common access to them. We gi ve leave, however,
that the poor scholars of the col lege mayhave the loan of books conta in
ing the texts of Canon and Civi l Law for the i r private use for a certa in
t ime, to be fixed at the discret ion of the Mas ter and the th ree Senior
Fe l lows , provided they be not ta ken out of Co l lege ; but the books of
the Doctors of Civi l and Canon Law are to rema in continuous ly in the

1 Commit s . Doetr. (Cambridge), 11. 44 . Statutum de l ibris Colleg n.
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for the common use of the Fe l lows and S c ho la rs . Fu rthe r
,
the

prepa ra t ion Of a ca ta logue is s pec ia l ly enjo ined . E ve ry book is
to be ente red in a reg is ter by the fi rs t wo rd of the s econd lea f,
and eve ry book g i ven to the L i b ra ry is to bea r the name of the

dono r on the s econd lea f, or in some othe r convenient pos i t ion.

The books a re to be ins pected once in eve ry yea r, afte r wh i ch
the d is t r i bu t ion,

a s p rov ided for by Ba teman and Wykeham
,
is

to take place. Ea ch Fe l low who bo rrows a book is to ha ve
a sma l l indent u re d rawn up conta in ing the t i t le accord ing to the
fi rs t word of the s econd lea f, and an a cknowledgment tha t he
has rec e i ved i t . These sma l l indentu res are to be left in cha rge
of the Wa rden,

or, in h is absence , of the V i ce -Wa rden’
.

In the s ta tu tes of Magda len Co l lege , the founde r, Wi l l iam
Waynflete (Bishop .Of Winches te r 1447 ma inta ins the

p rovis ions of Wykeham and Ch i che le , bu t int rod uces an in

j unct ion Of h is own,
to the efl

'

ec t tha t every Fe l low or S cho la r
who uses the L i b ra ry is to shu t the book he has consu l ted
befo re he leaves and a l so the windows ; and the la s t to use the

L i bra ry at night is to go th rough the who le room and s ee tha t
all the windows are s hu t and not to leave the doo r open—unde r
a

'

severe pena l ty ?

At Corpu s Chri s t i Co l lege, the founder , R i cha rd Fox

(Bi shop of Winches te r 1 501 ins i s ts upon sa fegua rds
aga ins t the ind is c r im ina te cha in ing of books

N0 book is to be brough t into the L ibrary or cha ined there, unless
it be of su i tab le va lue and uti l ity, or unless the wi l l of the donor have
so di rected and none is to be taken out of i t, unless i t so happen that
there be there a l ready a cons iderable number on the same subject, or
that another copy in better cond i t ion and of greater va lue, to take its
place, have been presented by some bene factor.

By th is means those books wh ich are of greater va lue, or wh i ch
conta in mater ia l of greater uti l ity to students in each Faculty, wi l l be
stored up in the L ibrary wh i le those wh ich are not fit for the L ibrary,
or of wh i ch a sufficient number Of copies a l ready exis t in i t, may be

d ist ributed to the Fe l lows of the Col lege, according to the sys tem of

indentures between the borrower and the Pres ident, or in h is absence
the Vi ce - Pres ident, or one of the Deans“.

1 Commit s . D oots . (Oxford), Vol. 1. Statutes of All Sou l s’ Col lege, 11 . 5 4 . De

custod ia bonorum ad c apellam pertinentium.

9 Mid. Vol. 11. S tatutes of Magda len Co l lege, p . 60. De custod ia librorum,

omamentorum, joc alium, et a liorum bonorum c ollegi i .

3
.

I bi a’. Statutes of Corp us Ch rist i Co l leg e. D . 80. De custod ia bonorum Collee n.
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The Bishop was evident ly a fra i d tha t the L i b ra ry shou ld be
overc rowded , for he even a l lows book s to be so l d

,
in the event of

the i r becom ing so nume rous a s to be no longer of use to the

Fe l lows for the pu rpose of be ing bo rrowed .

Las t ly I wi l l trans la te the fo l low ing Co l lege Orde r or S ta tu te
wh ich was in force a t Pembroke Co l lege, Cambr idge. Un

fo rtuna te l y i t is wi thou t da te
,
bu t from inte rna l ev idence may

take rank w i th some of the ea r l ies t ena ctments a l ready quo ted .

Let there be in the a foresa id House a Keeper of the Books, who
sha l l take under h is charge all the book s be longing to the communi ty,
and once in eac h year

,
namely on the feast of the Trans lation of

S . Thomas the Martyr [7 July], or at the latest wi th in the e igh t days
immediate ly fol low ing, let him render to the communi ty an a ccount of
the same, by exh ibi ting each book in order to the Master and Fel lows .

The inspection having beenmade, a fter the Fe l lows have de l iberated,
let h im distribute them to each Fe l low in proportion to his requ i re
ments . And let the sa id Keeper have ready large pieces of board
(tabu/a s magmas), covered with wax and parchment

,
that the ti tles

Of the books may be written on the parchment, and the names of the

Fe l lows who hold them on the wax bes ide i t . When they have brough t
the i r books back, the i r names sha l l be erased, and the i r respons ib i l ity
for the books sha l l come to an end, the keeper rema in ing l iable. So

sha l l he never be in ignorance about any book or its borrower.
NO book is to be taken away or lent out of the House on any

pretext whatever, except upon some occas ion wh i ch may appear jus ti
fiable to the major part of the communi ty ; and then, i f any book be
lent, let a proper pledge be taken for it wh ich sha l l be honourably
exh ibited to the Keeper ‘.

Let us cons ide r, in the next p lace, wha t po ints Of l i b ra ry
management have been b rought into the mos t prom inent re l ie f
by the above ana lys is of Co l lege s ta tu tes . We find tha t the
Common Book s of the House—by -wh ich ph ras e the books
intended for the common use of the inma tes a re meant—a re

placed on the s ame foo t ing a s the cha rte rs , mun iments , and
va l uables (j ocalia).

I

They a re to be kept in a ches t or ches ts
s ecured by two or th ree locks requ i r ing the pres ence of the

s ame numbe r of Ofli c ia ls to open them. . These vo l umes may

not be bo r rowed ind is c r im ina te l y, bu t each S cho la r (Fe l low)
1 Th is pa ssage is quoted in a short account of Pembroke Co l lege L ibrary, drawn

up byMatthew Wren, D .D . ,
wh i le Fe l low , as the pre fac e to a volume dated 161 7 , in

wh ich he recorded the names of those who had pres ented books to the L ibrary . The

words at the end of the statute are :
“
sub c autione idonea custod i librorum expos ita

s ine fraude .

”



CHO ICE OF BOOKS AT MERTON COLLEGE [CHAR

may choos e the book he wants , and wr i te a fo rma l ac knowledg
ment tha t he has rece i ved i t, and tha t he is bound to res tore
i t or pay the va l ue of i t , under a severe pena l ty. Once a yea r
the whole co l lect ion is to be aud i ted in the presence of the

Ma s te r of the Co l lege and a ll the Fe l lows , when a fresh
d i s t r i bu t ion is to be made . The books not so bor rowed a re to

be pu t in “
s ome common and secu re pla ce ”

; an a rrangement
wh i ch was s ubs equent ly deve loped into a se lect ion of book s
requ i red for refe rence, and the Cha in ing of them in “

the L ib ra ry
Chambe r for the common us e of the Fe l lows .

"

The Reg is ter of Me rton Co l lege, Ox fo rd, conta ins many
interes t ing ent r ies wh i ch shew tha t these d i rec t ions respec t ing
the cho i ce and loan Of books we re fa i th fu l ly Obse rved . I w i l l
t rans la te a few of them1

On the twenty- fourth day of October [1483] Choice was made of

the books on ph i losophy by the Fel lows studying ph i losophy.

On the eleventh day of November in the Warden’
s lodging,

choi ce was made of the books on theology by the Fe l lows studying
theology?
On the e igh teenth day of March [1497] choi ce of books on logi c

was he ld in the Common Ha l l ”.

The next ent ry is pa rt i cu la r ly va l uable, as i t p roves tha t all
the books on a g i ven s ubjec t, no ma t te r how numerous , we re
occas iona l ly d i s t r ibu ted

On the twenty- s ixth day of the same month [August, 1 5 00] choice
was made of the books on phi losophy. I t wa s found tha t there were in
all 349 books, wh i ch were then dis tributed among the Fel lows studying
ph i losophy“.

In 1498 (14 December) the
i

wa rden wi shed to bo rrow a

1 The h istory ofMerton Col lege has beenmost admirab l y written, inMr Rob inson’

s

series of Col lege h istories . bymy friend Bernard W . Henderson, M.A .
, Fel low and

L ibrarian. H is researches have thrown a new l ight on the l ibrary , and especia l ly on
the date of the fittings . Mymost cord ia l thanks are due to h im, to the Warden and

to the Bursa r, for the ir k indness in a l lowing me access to the l ibrary , and a lso to all

the documents referring to it.
2 R eg . Vet. fol. 7 b . Vic esimo quarto die Oc tobris ce lebrata erat elec c io librorum

phiIOSOphie inter ph ilosoph ic os c ollegii soc ios .
Undecim o die mens is Novembris ce lebrata erat elec c io librorum theolog ie in domo

c ustodis inter Theologos c ollegii socios .

3 I tzid. fol. 1 10. die e iusdem mens is [Marci i] fu it elec c io librorum logic a lium
in A lta Aula .

I bia
’
. fol. 12 5 b .
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CONNExlON BETWEEN MONASTIC

by the L i b ra r ian on h is ro l l of the name of the book and the

name of the brothe r who bo r rowed i t , was un i ve rs a l in monas

teries ; and the s e t t ing apa rt of certa in book s in a sepa rate
room to wh ich ac ces s was read i l y pe rm i t ted became a neces s i ty
in the la rge r and mo re l i tera ry Houses . Las t l y, the c om

memora t ion of donors Of books is s pec ia l ly enjo ined by the
Augus t inians

‘
.

Th is c los e s im i la r i ty be tween monas t ic and s ecu la r ru les
need not s u rpr ise us . I have shewn in the preced ing chapter
how fa i th fu l ly the Bened i ct ine ru le s for s t udy we re obeyed by
all the Monas t ic Orde rs ; and I know not from wha t other
sou rce di rect ions for l ib rary-management cou ld have been
obta ined . Bes i des , in some ca ses the au thors Of the ru les wh ich
I have been cons ide r ing mus t thems e l ves have had expe r ience
of monas t i c l i b ra r ies . Wa l te r de Me rton is s a i d to have been
educ a ted in an Augus t in ian P r io ry at Me rton ; Hugh de

Ba ls ham
,
founde r of Pe te rhous e, wa s B ishop of E ly ; Wil l iam

Ba teman, whose l i b ra ry - s ta t ute was so wide l y appl ied
,
had been

educa ted in the Bened i ct ine P r io ry a t Norw i ch , and h is bro the r
was an abba t ; H enry Ch i che le was Archb i shop of Cante r
bu ry, where, as I have shewn, a very extens i ve c o l lect ion of

book s had been got togethe r , to conta in wh ich wor th i ly he
h imse l f bu i l t a l ib ra ry.

Second ly, monas t ic influence was brough t d i rectly to bea r
on both Uni vers i t ies th rough s t udent -monks ; and at Oxfo rd ,
wh ich was s pec ia l ly s e lected as the Un i ve rs i ty for monas t ic
col leges , the Bened i ct ines founded G louces te r Hous e, now

Worces te r Co l lege, so ea r ly as 1283. Th is co l lege had a l i b ra ry
,

on the sou th s ide of the Chape l
,
wh i c h was bu i l t and s tocked

w i th books at the so le cha rge of John Whethams tede, Abba t
of S . A lbans fi—whos e wo rk in connex ion wi th the l i bra ry of

tha t House has been a l ready reco rded ". Du rham Co l lege,
ma inta ined by the Bened i ct ines of Durham , was s uppl ied wi th
books from the mo the r - house , l is ts of wh ich have been pre

s e rved ‘ ; and s ubsequent ly a l i b rary was bu i l t the re to conta in

1 See above, p . 7 1 .

2 Dugda le. Alon . Aug ] . IV . 403
—
406.

3 See above, p. 108.

‘1 Cat. Vet. Lior . E c c l. Ca t/z . Dunelm. ed. Surtees Soc . pp. 39
—
4 1.



AND COLLEG IATE L I BRAR I ES

the co l lect ion bequea thed in 134 5 by R i cha rd de Bu ry (Bishop
of Du rham 1333 Las t l y, Le land te l ls us tha t at Cante r
bu ry Co l lege in the same Un i ve rs i ty th e who le fu rni tu re of the

l ib ra ry (tota bib/iot/zeca s upellex)was t rans ferred from the House
of Chris t Chu rch

,
Cante rbury“. I t

.
i s , I s ubm i t, qu i te inc on

c e ivable tha t the fi tt ings suppl ied to these l i bra r ies cou ld have
been d iffe rent from those commonl y used in the monas te r ies
of S . A l bans , Du rham, and Cante rbu ry.

Fu rthe r, i t s hou ld be no ted tha t the e rect ion of a l ib ra ry
prope r was an a fte rthought in many of the o l de r co l leges , as i t
had been in the monas te r ies . For ins tance, at Me rton Co l lege,
Ox ford , founded 1 264 , the l i bra ry was not begun t i l l 1377 ; a t
Uni ve rs i ty Co l lege, founded 1280, in 1440 ; at Ba l l io l Co l lege,
founded 1282 , in 143 1 ; at Or ie l Co l lege , founded 1324 , in

1444 ; a t Pembroke Co l lege , Cambr idge , founded 1347 , in 145 2 .

Wi l l iam of Wykeham
,
who founded New Co l lege , Oxford , in

1380,
was the fi rs t to inc lude a l i b ra ry in h is quad rang le ; and,

a fte r the example had been set by h im
,
the plan of eve ry

s ubsequent co l lege incl udes a l ib ra ry of s uffi c ient d imens ions
to las t t i l l the Reforma t ion , i f not t i l l the present day.

The above da tes
,
cove r ing as they do at lea s t two - th i rds Of

the fi fteenth centu ry, shew tha t the co l leg ia te l i b ra r ies we re
be ing bu i l t at the same t ime as the monas t i c . Th is co inc idence
of da te , taken in conj unct ion wi th the co inc idenc es in enac tment
wh i ch I have a l ready po inted out

,
seems to me to s upply an

add i t iona l a rgument in s upport of my theo ry that the inte rna l
fi t t ings Of co l leg ia te and mona s t i c l i bra r ies wou ld be i dent i ca l .
Bes ides , no fo rms a re so pers is tent a s those of pieces of fu rn i tu re .

A wo rkman,
onc e ins t ru c ted to make a th ing in a pa rt i cu la r way,

ca r r ies out his ins t ru ct ions to the le t te r, and t ransm i ts them to

h is des cendants .

Befo re we Cons i de r wha t these fi t t ings we re , I wi l l b r iefly
dea l w i th some othe r ques t ions a ffect ing co l leg ia te l ibra r ies , a s ,
for ins tance , the i r s i z e , pos i t ion, and gene ra l a r rangement . And

fi rs t , as rega rd s the numbe r of books to be accommoda ted .

It happens , unfo rtuna te ly, tha t ve ry few ca ta logues have been

1 Wood, H istory etc .
, Vol. 11. p . 9 10.

2 Leland, Comm. de S c r ipt. B r it. c h . 13 1 . I owe th is important quotation to the
k indnes s ofDr James .



SMALL NUMBE R OF BOOKS

pres e rved of the l ib ra r ies refe rred to in the above s ta tu tes ; bu t,
i f we may es t ima te the extent Of the rema inde r from those of

wh ic h
'

we have some a ccount
,
we S ha l l see tha t the numbe r of

vo l umes conta ined in a co l leg ia te l ibra ry mus t have been ex

tremely sma l l . For ins tance, the ca ta logue 1 a ppended to Bi shop
Ba teman

’

s s ta tu tes , da ted 13 50, enume ra tes e ighty - fou r vo l umes
,

c la s sed unde r the fo l low ing s ubjects
,
in two div is ions e

,
v iz . those

presented to the Co l lege for the immed ia te use of the Fe l lows

(A) ; and t hose res e rved for the B ishop’

s own use d u r ing h is
l i fe (B)

'

A B

Books on Civi l Law 7 3
Books on Canon Law 19 1 3
Books on Theology 3 2 5
Books for the Chape l 7 7

36 48

A t K ing
'

s Ha l l
,
in 1394, e igh ty- seven vo l umes onl y a re enume

ra ted 3 ; and even in the Un i vers i ty L i b ra ry not more than 122

vo l umes were recorded in 1424
4
. They we re d is t r ibu ted a s

fo l lows

[Books on Genera l
Books on Scholas ti c Theology (Tbeologia dz

'

qbuta ta)
Books on Mora l Ph i losophy
Books on Natura l Phi losophy
Books on Medi cine (medit irza lis pbzlosop/ua)
Books on Logi c
Books on

'

Poetry
L ibr i sop/zistimles
Books on Grammar
Books on His tory (Libr i oromta les)
Books on Canon Law

Tota l

1 Printed inthe Camb. Antiq. Soc . Comm.
, Vol. 11. p . 73 .

2 The headings of the two l ists a re as fo l lo'ws : L ibri per nos de present i d icto
nostro Co l legio dat i et in dicto Col legio ex nunc ad Soc iorum c ommunem usum per

petuo reniansuri . "

L ibri vero de present i per nos d icto c ol leg io dati , quorum usum nob is pro v itae
nostm tempore quamdiu nob is plac uerit duximus reservandum, immed iate inferius
desc ribuntur.

"

3 Are/z . H ist. Vol. 11. p . 442 . H istory ofTrinity Col lege .

‘1 Collected P apersof H emy B rads /law , 8vo . Camb .
, 1889, pp . 19

—
34 .

5 No head ing to the first d i v is ion of the l ist is g i ven in the catalogue .
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CONTENTS OF L I BRARY

the re were in ea ch . And fi rs t of the contents of the l i b ra ry o f

reference

L ibri theologie c athenati

I st i sunt l ibri Natura l i s Ph i losophie c athenati in l ibrario
L ibri Metaph is ic e

Mora l is Ph i losoph ie
As tronomie
Alkenemie

Arsmetric e
Mus ic e

Geometrie
Rethoric e

Logic e

Gramatic e
Poetrie c athenati

De Cronic is c athenati

Med i c ine c athenati

I uris Ciuilis c athenat1

I uris Canoni c i c athenati
Ex dono ducis exonic

M. Joh . Sauage

L ibros subs c riptos donavit Mag.

c ontulit M . W . L ic hfeld

Ex dono M. W. Redyc t

L ibros subs c riptos c ontulit M. Joh . Fayre
c ontulit M. W i l l . More

M. John Ledes

2 20

The books tha t we re to be d iv ided among the Fe l lows
c la s s ed a s fo l lows

L ibri theologie ass ignati soens

Ph i losoph ie Natura l is Metaph 1s 1c e et Mora l is
diuis i inter soc ios

Logic e diuis i inter soc ios
Poetrie et Gramatic e as s ignati soens

Med1eme

I uris Ciuilis dins i inter socios
Canomc i d1u1dendi inter socios

empti ad c ollegii c um pec unns
e iusdem c ollegi i

In fram ing thes e tables I have inc l uded among the L ibr i

c a t/zeua ti those s pec ia l l y presented to the Co l lege ,

'

46 in numbe r ;
bu t I have not a t tempted to sort them accord ing to s ubjec t . I



AT PETER I IOUSE

have a l so a s s umed tha t any book or book s represent ing a g iven
c las s

,
i f not repre sented in the lend ing l i bra ry , as A s t ronomy ,

Ari thmet i c , Mus i c , etc .
,
wou ld be cha ined for reference . The

numbe r Of th i s c las s
,
2 20, i f added to the 160 of the o ther c las s ,

g i ves the requ i red to ta l , 380.

In add i t ion to these tables i t w i l l be interes t ing to cons t ru c t
a th i rd

,
conta ining the s ubjec t and numbe r of the book s repre

sented in bo th co l lec t ions

Cha ined

1 5 2 1 5 2

The s ubject s of the book s inc l uded in th i s la t te r tabl e
represen t, in a ve ry c lea r and inte res t ing way,

the s tud ies
pu rs ued at Pe te rhouse in the 14 th and 1 5 th centu r ies . It is

pres c r i bed by the s ta tu tes , d a ted 1344 ,
tha t the s cho l a rs are to

s tudy A rts , Aris to te l ian Ph i losophy, or Theo logy ; bu t tha t
they a re to apply thems e l ves to the cou rse in Arts unt i l

,
in the

j udgment of th e Ma s te r and Fe l lows , o r a t lea s t of the la rger
and w is e r po rt ion of tha t body, they a re s u ffi c ient ly ins t ru cted
to proceed to the s tudy of Theo logy‘. Two may s tudy C iv i l
Law or Canon Law ,

b ut no mo re at the s ame t ime ; and one

may s tudy Med i c ine ’
. For bo th these l ines Of s t udy s pec ia l

leave is requ i red .

The cou rse of A rts compr i s ed G ramma r,Log i c , Ari s tot le ,
Ari thme t i c , Mu s i c , Geome t ry, and A s t ronomy . In the fi rs t of
the se

,
inc lud ing Poe t ry , the lend ing l i b ra ry conta ined mo re

vo l umes than the re fe rence l ib ra ry ; in Log i c i t had th ree t ime s

1 Commi ss . Dot ts . (Cambridge), Vol. 1. p . 2 1, Stat. 24 .

9 Ibid . p . 2 2 .

10—2



\VINDOWS OF COLLEGE L I BRAR IES [CHAR

as many ; in Ph i losophy (Ari s tot le and h is commenta to rs) i t
was we l l s uppl ied ; but , on the othe r hand

,
Mu s i c

, Geome t ry
and A s t ronomy we re who l ly want ing . Theo logy is repres ented
by 63 vo l umes a s aga ins t 6 1 in the re fe rence l i b ra ry ; C iv i l Law
by 20 vo lumes aga ins t 9 in the re fe rence l ib ra ry ; and Canon
Law by 19 aga ins t 18 . In Med i c ine , howeve r , the re we re onl y

3 aga ins t 1 5 . By a cu r iou s co inc idence the numbe r of vo l umes

in the two co l l ec t ions d ea l ing wi th the s ubjects represented in
both is the s ame . The s ubjec t mos t in reques t , a s m igh t have
been expected , was Theo logy. Next to th is come C iv i l Law
and Canon Law. Med i c ine was evident ly unpopu la r. I have
no explana t ion to O ffe r for the cu rious fa c t tha t A r i thmet i c ,
Mus i c , Geome t ry, and Rheto r i c are rep resented by on ly a s ing le
vo l ume ap iece in the l i b ra ry of re fe rence 1.

These examples
,
wh ich the re is no reason to rega rd a s

except iona l , a re s uffi c ient to shew tha t an o rd ina ry chambe r
wou ld be la rge enough to conta in a ll the vo l umes pos s es sed by
a co l lege ,

even a fte r s ome of the mo re genera l l y us efu l books of
re fe rence h ad been Cha ined to des ks for the res o r t Of s t udents .

It h as been a l ready shewn tha t wha t P rofes so r W i l l i s ca l l s
a rea l l i b ra ry—tha t i s to s ay,

a room expres s l y cont r i ved for
the pu rpose of conta in ing boos

”—wa s not int roduced into
the plan o f co l leges for mo re than a centu ry a fte r the i r fi rs t
founda t ion. He po ints out tha t s u ch rooms c an be a t once
recogni sed by the i r equ id is tant w indows , wh ich do not, a s a

ru le , d i ffe r from those Of the o rd ina ry Chambers , except tha t
they a re s epa ra ted by mu ch sma l le r inte rva ls . E xamples of

th i s a rrangement a re s t i l l to be seen a t S . J ohn'

s Co l lege ,
Jes us

Co l lege , and Queens ’ Co l lege , Cambr idge ; bu t perhaps the

mos t cha ra cte r i s t i c spec imen of a ll is tha t wh i ch was bu i l t ove r
the Ha l l a t Pembroke Co l lege in the s ame Un i ve rs i ty , by
Lau rence Booth (Ma s te r 14 50 the as pec t of wh i ch ha s
been prese rved in Loggan

’

s pr int
,
he re rep rod uced (fig .

The uppe r chambe r (sola r ium) wh i ch Thomas Cobham

(B is hop of Wo rces te r 13 17
—27) began to bu i ld ove r the Old

1 Th is ana lys i s of the
" cata logue of Peterhouse L ibrary is borrowed from the

I ntroduction wh ich I had the p leasure of contributing to my friend Dr J ames ‘
Ca ta logue .

Arr/z . H ist. , The L ibrary , p . 404 .

3 A re/1 . H is/n vo l. p.

i

138.
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GORHAM
’

S L I B RARY
,
OXFORD [CHAR

Cong rega t ion House on the nor th s ide of S . Ma ry’

s Church ,

Oxford , abou t 1320,
for the recept ion of th e books wh ich he

intended to pres ent to the Un i vers i ty, is the ea r l ies t of these

l i bra r ies in ex is tence . I t s t i l l re ta ins on the sou th s ide pa rt
of a range of equ id i s tant s ing le - l igh t w indows Of the s imples t
cha rac te r, wh ich , as j us t s ta ted

,
ma rk the des t ina t ion of the



QUEENS’ COLLEGE L I BRARY
,
CAMBR IDGE

a pa rtment. Th is room is about forty - five fee t long by e ighteen
fee t b road , and, in its or ig ina l s ta te, had probably seven s ing le
l ight w indows on each s ide , and a w indow of two l ights
a t the ea s t end

1

(fig . A long cont rove rsy between the

Un i ve rs i ty and Or ie l Co l lege rendered the bene fa c t ion us e les s
for more than forty yea rs ; and i t wa s not unt i l 1367 tha t the
Un i ve rs i ty pas sed a s ta tu te d i rec t ing tha t B ishop Cobham

’

s

books a re to be cha ined
,
in prope r o rde r ; and tha t the S cho la rs

who wish to use them a re to have free a cces s to them a t c on

venient hou rs (tempor ibus opportuu is). L as t ly , ce rta in vo l umes ,
of g rea te r va l ue , are to be so ld , to the va l ue of fo r ty pounds

,

or mo re , i f a la rge r sum c an be obta ined for them
,
for the

pu rpose of pu rcha s ing an annua l rent - cha rge of s i x ty sh i l l ings ,
to be pa id to a chapla in

,
who is to pray for the sou l Of the

a fo res a i d Thoma s Cobham
,
and o the r bene factors ; and who is

to take cha rge of the book s g i ven by h im and them, and of

a ll othe r books he re tofo re g i ven , or he rea fte r to be g i ven,

to the Uni ve rs i ty“. The pa s s ing of th is s ta tu te may probably
be rega rded a s the fi rs t ins t i tu t ion of the Offi ce of Uni ve rs i ty
L i b ra r ian. Notw i ths tand ing th is s ta tu te , however, the Uni ve r
s ity d id not Obta in peacefu l posses s ion of the i r l i b ra ry unt i l 14 10,

wh en the cont rove rsy wa s fina l ly ext ingu ished by the good
offices of the i r Chance l lor , R i cha rd Courtenay“.

As a type of a co l leg ia te l ib ra ry I w i l l s e lec t the Old l i b ra ry
of Queens ’ Co l lege , Cambr idge. Th is room, on the fi rs t floo r of
the no rth s ide of the quad rang le , forms pa r t of the bu i ld ings
e rected in 1448. It is 44 ft . long by 20 ft . wide (fig . and is

l ighted by e leven windows , ea ch Of two l igh ts , s ix Of wh ich a re

in the s ou th wa l l and five in the nor th wa l l . The w indows in
the sou th wa l l have los t the i r c us ps , bu t they a re re ta ined in
those in the no rth wa l l—and the l i b ra ry ha s in a ll po ints
s u ffe red les s from modern inter ference than a lmos t any o the r
w i th wh i ch I am a c qua intedf The bookcas es have been a l tered

1 I have to thank my friend Mr T. G . Jackson, arch itect, for k ind ly lend ing me th is
section of B ishop Cobham’

s L ibrary . For h is h istory of the bu i ld ing , see his C/zu rr/z
af S t {Va ry the Vi rg in, Oxford, 4to . 1897, pp. 90

—106. With regard to the number
of windows he notes (p . 102) There would have been e ight , two to a bay, were it not
that the tower buttresses occupy ha l f the western bay.

Anstey , ll/uu . Aead. 1. 2 2 7 .

Jackson, ut supra , p . 98 .



QU EEN S ' COLLEGE L I BRARY
, CAMBR IDGE [CHAR

and pa t ched mo re than once , in o rde r to p rovide add i t iona l
she l f- room ; bu t a t the bo t tom of the mo re mode rn s upe r

Yo Pin s -oz on e L o o t !
a a A ll Mo on nu O o t u iu o

F ig . 50. G round - p lan of th e L ibra ry a t Q ueens
’

Co l lege , C ambridge .

s t ru ctu re pa rt a t l ea s t of the o r ig ina l med ieva l des k may be

de tected . I f th i s fragment be ca re fu l l y exam ined i t w i l l be
found tha t the re is on the ins ide of

ea ch end of the bookcase a g roove
wh i ch evident ly once s uppo rted a de sk
6 ft . 6 in. long ,

and of a he ight c on
venient for a s ea ted reade r to us e

1

(fig .

The books lay on the i r s ides on

th is des k , to which they we re cha ined
in a way tha t I s ha l l expla in d i rect ly,
and a bench for the reade r was pla ced
be tween each pa i r of desks . In the

plan (fig . 50) l have added the ha l f
des k wh ich once s tood aga ins t the wes t
wa l l ; and I have le t te red a ll the des ks
a cco rd ing to the ca ta logue made in 147 2

by .Andrew Docke t , the fi rs t Pres ident .

F ig . 5 1 . E leva t ion of book - de s k
in L ibra ryo ueen s

'

Co l lege ,

C amb ridge”.

1 The tota l he ight of th is desk - end is 66 in. from the ground to the beg inning of

the groove 3 1 in . ; each s l it is 19 in. long .

For sca le see fig . 62, p . 163 .
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he l p to make th is d es c r i pt ion clea r . I t makes no pretens ions
to a ccu racy , having been d rawn from notes only

l

G round -

p la n o f th e L ib rary a t Z u tph en .

The re a re two windows , each of th ree l ights , a t the wes t end
of the room

,
and fou r s im i la r w indows on th e s ou th s ide , one to

each bay. The re is a fi fth w indow
,
now blocked

, at the sou th
ea s t co rne r . Some o f thes e windows conta in fragments of

r i ch l y co lou red s ta ined g las s—among wh i ch the figu re of a

la rge g reen pa r rot is consp i cuous ; bu t whe the r these fragments
we re brough t from the chu rch , or a re pa rt of

.

the g la s s o r ig ina l l y
s uppl ied to the l i b ra ry , the re is no evidence to shew . Mos t of
these windows a re pa rt ia l l y b locked , ha ving been damaged ,
i t is sa id , in one of the numerous s ieges from wh i ch Zu tphen
h as s uffe red . The pos i t ion of the chu rch , c lose to the fortifi

ca t ions , as B laeu’s b i rd
’

s - eye v iew shews , makes th is s to ry

1 I have to thank Mr T. D . Atk inson, arch itect, for drawing th i s plan.





F ig . 5 3 . G enera l v iew ' of th e north s ide of th e L ib ra ry a tta c h ed to th e

ch urch of S . W a lbu rga a t Z u tph en .
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probable . The floo r is paved wi th red t i les . Th e gene ra l
appea rance of the room wi l l be unde rs tood from the v iew of

the no rth a is le red uced from a photog raph (fig .

The re a re e ighteen bookcas es , or desks ; name ly, ten on the

s ou th s ide of the room
, and e igh t on the no rth s ide (fig .

The ma te r ia l is oak ; the wo rkmans h ip ve ry rude and rough .

I wi l l des c r ibe thos e on the sou th s ide fi rs t . E ach is 9 fee t long
by 5 fee t 5 3} inches h igh , meas u red from the floo r to the top

of the fin ia l on the end ; and the lowe r edge of the des k on

wh ich the books lie is 2 fee t 6} inches above the floo r ; bu t the

F ig . 54 . De s k and reader on the s ou th s ide of th e L ibrary at Z u tp h en .

From a photograph .

gene ra l p lan,
and the re la t i ve d imens ions of the d i ffe rent pa r ts

,

wi l l be bes t unders tood from the pho tog raph of a s ing le desk a t

wh ich a reade r is s ea ted (fig . and from the e leva t ion of one

of the end s (fig . 5 5 , A), bes ide wh ich I have pla ced the e leva t ion

1 I ha ve aga in to thank Mr G imberg for th is photograph . I t was a work of no

sma l l d i fficulty owing to the imperfect l ight .



L IBRARY AT ZUTPHEN

of one of the des ks a t Queens ’ Co l lege (B). The photog raph
s hews tha t in fix ing the he ight of the desk above the g round

F ig . 55 . E le va t ion of (A) one of th e bookc a s e s in th e L ibra ry a t Z utph en : (8 ) one of

th os e in th e L ibra ry a t Q ueens ’

Co l lege , Camb ri dge ‘
.

the conven ience of reade rs h a s been ca re fu l ly cons ide red . Th e

i ron ba r tha t ca r r ies the cha ins is locked into the o rnamenta l
u p r igh t, pa s ses th rough a s taple in the m idd le of th e des k , and
into the uprigh t a t the oppos i te end , wh i ch is left p la in. Th i s
bar is ha l f an inch in d iame te r, and one inch above the leve l
of the top of the des k . It is prevented from bend ing by pa s s ing
th rough a s taple fi xed in the cent re of the des k . A piece
of o rnamenta l i ron- work is fixed to the upr igh t . I t is made
to repres ent a lock

,
bu t is in rea l i ty a me re pla te of me ta l ,

and the tong ue ,
wh i ch look s as

though i t we re intended to move,
is only an o rnament

,
and is pie rced

by the keyho le . Th e lock is s unk
in the th i cknes s of the wood , be
h ind th is pla te , and the ba r

,
wh ich

te rm ina tes in a knob , is prov ided
w i th two n i cks

,
into which the bo l ts

F ‘g ' ss ‘ ”a"

1 For sca le see fig . 62
, p . 163 .
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he re figu red (fig . wa s probably mad e in 1 5 86, or onl y 23

yea rs a fte r the bu i ld ing of the l ib ra ry
a t Zu tphen . It te rm ina tes , l i ke those
at Zutphen (fig . in a swive l (to
prevent entang lement), a t tached to

th e r ing wh i ch is s t rung upon the ba r.

The a t ta chment of the cha in to the

book wa s effected by means of a piece
of me ta l bent round s o as to form a

loop th rough wh i ch the las t l ink of

the cha in wa s pa s sed . The end s of

the loop , fla t tened out
,
we re a t tached

by na i l or r i vet to th e edge of the

s tou t wooden boa rd wh i ch fo rmed the
s ide of the book . Th i s mode of at

tac hment w i l l be bes t s een in the

vo l ume wh i ch I figu re next (fig . 60)
—a co l lec t ion of s e rmons pr inted at

Nu rembe rg in 1487 . I t is be l ieved to
have once be longed to a Domin i can
H ou se at Bambe rg ,

in the l i b ra ry of

wh ich i t was cha ined ’.
The i ron loop in th i s s pec imen

(fig . 60) is fas tened to wha t I ca l l the
r igh t - hand boa rd of the book ; by
wh i ch I mean the boa rd wh ich is to

the r igh t hand of a reade r when the

book l ies open befo re h im ; bu t the
s e lect ion of the r ight - hand or the le ft
hand boa rd depended on ind iv idua l
ta s te . Fu rthe r th e mode of a t tach
ment is neve r the same in two exam
ples . The i ron and r ive ts a re o ften
cl umsy, and do cons ide rable damage

to the leaves , by fo rc ing them out of

shape and s ta in ing them wi th rus t . F ig 53
.Piec e of c h a in , s h ew ing

th e n ng a tta c h ed to th e b a r ,
In th i s me thod of cha ining no pro th e s wive l , and one of th e

v i s ion is made for removing any book
“M‘s , aCma ' S iu ' G u lldfm d

1 Th is book is now in the Uni vers ity L ibra ry , Cambridge .
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from the des k when not wanted , and plac ing i t on a she l f
benea th the desk , a s wa s

done in some I ta l ian mo

d ific ations of the sys tem.

Ea ch vo l ume mus t lie on

the desk
, a tta ched by its

cha in
,
l i ke a B ible on a

chu rch - lec tern. .
The sma l les t

number of vo l umes on any

des k at Zutphen 15 s ix ; the

la rges t , e leven ; the tota l ,
3 16. Mos t of those on the

SOU tll s ide Of th e room were F ig . 5 9 . Pie c e of th e iron ba r , w ith c h a in ,

Z utph en .

p rinted du r ing the fi rs t ha l f
of the s i x teenth centu ry ; thos e on the nor th s i de a re mu ch
la ter, s ome a s la te a s 1630. I d id not s ee any manus c r i pts .

F ig . 60. Ch a ined book , from a Dom in i c an H ous e at B amberg , S ou th Germany .

I f we now recons ide r the ind i ca t ions pres e rved at Queens ’

Co l lege , i t w i l l , I fee l s u re , be recogn is ed tha t the des ks at



160 L IBRAR I ES AT PEMBROK E AND s . JonN
’

s COLLEGES [CPL

Zutphen expla in them, and enable us to rea l i se the a s pect of wha t
I conce i ve to have been the mos t anc ient me thod of fitting

'

up

a co l leg ia te or a mona s t i c l i b ra ry . When s uch a room fi rs t
became neces sa ry in a mona s te ry

,
and fu rn i tu re su i table for i t

was deba ted ,
a lecte rn wou l d s u re l y s ugges t i ts e l f, as be ing us ed

in the nume rou s da i l y se rvi ces
,
and proving i tse l f s ingu la r ly

conven ient for the s upport of books wh i l e they we re be ing read .

Anothe r example of s uch fi t t ings wa s once to be s een a t

Pembroke Co l lege ,
Cambr idge, in the l i b ra ry above the ha l l

(fig . In D r Ma t thew Wren’

s a ccount of tha t l i b ra ry
a l ready quoted the re is a pa s sage wh i ch may be t rans l a ted a s

fo l lows

I would have you know that in the year 16 1 7 the L ibrary was
complete ly a ltered and made to as sume an enti rely new appea rance.

Th i s a lteration was rendered neces sary by the serious damage wh ich , to
our great sorrow, we found the book s had s uffered—a damage wh i ch
was increas ing da i ly—partly from the s lop ing form of the des k s , partly
from the inconvenient we igh t of the cha ins (tum ex declz

'

z
'i ply/com m

fa ér z
'

rd
,
tum ex ineptci mole mtmar um)

These desk s we re cop ied a t S . John’

s Co l lege in the s ame

Uni ve rs i ty . A cont ra c t da ted 20 j une
,

'

1 5 16, provides tha t the
cont ra cto r

sha l l make all the Desks in the L ibrary wyth in the sa id col lege of

good and substanc iall and abyll Tymber of Oke mete and conven ient
for the same L ibrary

,
aftir and a c c ordyng to the L ibrary

Pembroke Hallfl .

The L i bra ry he re re fe rred to wa s on the fi rs t floo r to the

s ou th of the G rea t Ga te o f the co l lege . I t is now d iv id ed into
chambe rs

,
but its o r ig ina l exten t c an be read i ly made out by

its range of eq u id is tant w indows . The wa l l - spa ces d ivid ing
the se a re 2 8% inches wide ,

pra ct i ca l l y the s ame a s those at

Queens ’ Co l lege .

At Pe te rhous e a l so a s im i la r a rrangemen t seems to h ave
s ubs i s ted when th e ca ta logue of 14 18 was made . The ve ry
fi rs t book

,
a Bible

,
is s a i d to s tand “ in the s i x th lec tern on the

A r c/1. H ist , The L ibra ry, 111. 4 29. I t is obv ious that these hea vy cha ins must
ha ve been attached '

to the lower edge of one of the boards
,
and that the ba r must ha ve

been below the desk and not above it . See above, p . 139
2 A r r/1 . H ist . 11. 2 44 .
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CATALOGUE or THE AUGUSTIN IAN [CHAR

photog raph taken sho rt ly before its des t ru c t ion in 1867 . I

have ca l cu la ted tha t i t wa s abou t 108 ft . long by 30 ft. wide .

The l ibra ry of the Co l lege d
'

Autun
,
Pa r is

, was s im i la r ly
a rranged . An invento ry taken 29 J u ly, 1462 , rec o rds :

“ d i x
bancs doubles

,
a se seo i r d ’une pa rt et d’

autre , et ung poupitre

esquelz bancs et poupitre ont es té t rouvez enc ha isnez les l i vres
qu i s ’

ensuyvent, qu i sont int i tu lez sur la couve rtu re
The ca ta logue enume ra tes 174 vo l umes , or ra the r more than 17

for each “ bane
”

or lecte rn. The expres s ion ba ncs doubles is

interes t ing , a s i t s eems to imply tha t there we re a t tha t t ime

l i bra r ies in which banc s s imples we re u sed ; tha t is to s ay,

lec te rns wi th only one s loping s u rfa ce ins tead of two .

A s tudy of the ca ta logue d rawn up in 1 5 13 for the

Augus t in ian Hous e o f S . V i c to r, Pa r i s , by Claude de G rand rue,
one of the monks , shews tha t the s ame sys tem mus t have
been in use the re . Furthe r, h is ca ta logue is an exce l lent
spec imen of the pa ins taken in a la rge mona s te ry to des cr ibe
the books a ccu ra te ly, and to prov ide ready a cces s to them. A
brief prefa tory no te info rms us tha t the des ks a re a rranged in
th ree rows , and ma rked w i th a t r i p le se r ies of le t ters . The fi rs t
row is ma rked A , B , C, etc . ; the second AA ,

BB
, etc . ; the th i rd

AAA
,
BBB

, etc . To ea ch of these le t te rs a re appended the

numbe rs 1 , 2 , 3 , ‘4 and so on, to shew the pos i t ion of the requ i red
vo l ume . For ins tance—to take one a t random—Aba’la ra

’
t con

fes s io is ma rked P . 13 : tha t is , i t is the th i rteenth book on the

des k in the fi rs t row ma rked P . When the ca ta logue prope r
in wh ich each manus c r i p t is ca refu l ly des c r ibed—wa s fini shed ,
the a uthor inc reased its u sefu lnes s by the compos i t ion of an

a l phabe t i ca l index fl
.

How, I sha l l be asked , c an the fo rm of the bookcase or des k
be infe rred from th i s ca ta logue ? I reply : In the

fi rs t p lace , because there a re no s he l f—ma rks . The l i bra r ian
notes the le t te r of the des k

, and the place of ea ch book on i t
,

bu t noth ing mo re. S econd ly , becau se the numbe r ofmanus cr i pts
a ccommoda ted on each de sk is so sma l l . The re are 50 desk s ,

1 Frank l in, B z
’

lzlz
’

otfiéques n
’

a P an
'

s , 11. 7o .

9 De l i s le, ut supra , 11. 2 28—23 1 Frank l in, a t s upra , 1. 13 5
—185 . The cata logue

of Claude de Grandrue is in the B ibl iotheque Nationa le, fonds latin, No . 14 767 ; the

a lphabetica l index in the B ib l iotheque Maz arine, No . 13 5 8 .



IV] HOUSE OF s . V ICTOR
,
PAR1s

and 988 manus c r ip ts—or, an ave rage of l i t t le mo re than 19 to

ea ch . At Zutphen the ave rage is exa ct ly 18 . Th is pie ce of

evidence , howeve r, is so impor tant tha t I w i l l g i ve i t in de ta i l .
The fo l lowing table , comp i led by myse l f from the ca ta log ue ,
g i ves the le t te rs u sed to ma rk the des ks

,
and the numbe r of

manus cr ipts on each .

These tota l s g i ve a gene ra l to ta l of 988 manus c r ipts
,
whi ch

,

d iv ided by 50, makes the ave rage numbe r for ea ch desk
,
as

s ta ted above , 197 6.

Fu rthe r , my theo ry is s uppo r ted by the pos i t i ve evidence of

a des c r i pt ion of th is l ib ra ry (unfo rtuna te ly w i thout da te) quoted
by M. De l i s le :

“ Les l i v res es to ient couchez et enc ha isne z
,
sur

de longs pupi t res , et une a l l ée ent re I t is obvious tha t
the Eng l ish sys tem of pla c ing each lecte rn be tween a pa i r of
windows cou ld not have been ma inta ined he re .

At Queens’ Co l lege ,
Cambr idge , the ca ta logue , da ted 147 2 ,

enume ra tes 192 vo l umes
,
d iv ided ove r 10 desk s and 4 ha l f- des ks ,

each ca l led a s tep (g radus). There were (avo i d ing fract ions)
8 books on each ha l f- des k , and 1 5 on each complete des k ; so

1 De l is le, p. 228 , note.
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tha t by compa r ing the pl an (fig . 50) and e leva t ion of a desk

(fig . 5 1) w i th th e v iews of the l i bra ry at Zutphen, a good idea of

a co l lege l ibra ry in the fi fteenth centu ry c an be obta ined .

Be fo re I leave the lec te rn- sys tem ,
I w i l l des cr ibe two ec c en

t r i c s pe c imens of i t . The fi rs t is s t i l l to be s een a t Tr in i ty H a l l ,
Cambr idge ; the second once ex is ted at the Un i ve rs i ty of

L eyden.

The l i b ra ry of Tr ini ty H a l l is thorough ly med ieva l in plan ,

be ing a long na rrow room on the fi rs t floo r of the no rth s ide of

the second cou rt , 65 fee t long by 20 fee t w ide, w i th e igh t

equ id i s tan t w indows in ea ch s ide - wa l l , and a w indow of fou r
l ights in the wes te rn gable . It was bu i l t about 1600, bu t the
fi tt ings are even la te r, hav ing been added between 1626 and

S CALE 55 INCH Tolroor.

F ig . 66 . E leva t ion of a book - de s k a nd s eat in th e L ibra ry of Trin ity H a l l,Cambridge .
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CAMBR IDGE AND IN L INCOLN CATHEDRAL

wes t s ide (leetr z
'

no 60 ex fa rte The wo rd leetr z
'

mmz

is unu s ua l , but i t emphas i z es the form of the desk more c lea r ly
than any othe r.

F ig . 61 . S ing le des k in th e old L ibrary , L inc o ln Cath edra l .

A Splend id example of th i s type Of case is to be seen a t

L inco ln (fig . whe re th ree “
s ta l l s ”

or des ks , be long ing to the

C. L .
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old l i b ra ry a l ready des c r i bed ‘, are s t i l l pre se rved . E ach is abou t

7 ft . long , 3 ft . broad , and 4 ft . 4 in. h igh to the top of the

s loping po rt ion. At each end, and in the cent re , is a mas s i ve
mo l ded s tanda rd

, 7 ft . 2 in. h igh , term ina t ing in a bo l d ly ca rved
fin ia l ; and these th ree s tanda rds are connected toge ther by a

band of open - wo rk , of a des ign s im i la r to tha t of the co rn i ce of

th e libra ry. H a l f way be tween th i s band and the top of the

des k is the ba r to ca r ry the cha ins , now of wood
,
bu t forme r l y

of cou rse of i ron ; and be low th i s aga in is a she l f 18 in. wide
,

project ing s l ight ly beyond the s loping po rt ion of the des k .

The edge of the desk is pro tected by a l edge:
as us ua l

,
and

unde r i t is a s econd she l f extend ing the who le w id th Of the

piece of fu rn i tu re . Wha t was the use of these she l ves ? A s the

bar is above the des k , not be low i t , the books mus t have repos ed ,
a s a gene ra l ru le ,

upon the des k , ins tead of be ing la i d on the i r
s ides on the she l f be low i t when not wanted by a reade r. The

cha ins wou l d not have been long enough to a l low of any othe r
a r rangement . I th ink , the re fo re ,

tha t the lowe r she l f mus t have
been a cons t ru ct iona l cont r i vance , to as s i s t in keeping the

s tanda rd s in the i r p laces . The na r row uppe r she l f, on th e o the r
hand

,
was probably intended for the conven ience of the reade r .

H e migh t p lace on i t
,
tempo ra r i ly, any book tha t he was not

u s ing , and wh i ch got in h is way wh i le he wa s read ing one of

those bes i de i t ; or , i f he was mak ing ext racts
,
he might s et h is

inks tand upon i t .
These desks ev ident ly s tood in the Old l ib ra ry aga ins t the

sha fts of the roo f
,
for one of the ends ha s been ho l lowed out in

ea ch to rece i ve the shaft ; and the fin ia l , wh i ch is left p la in on

tha t s ide , is bent ove r s l ight ly , to adm i t i t unde r the brace

(fig - 39)
A s I have now des c r ibed th ree va r ie t ies of the lec te rn

sys tem , I w i l l p la ce befo re my reade rs , s ide by s ide
, e leva t ions

of ea ch Of the th ree (fig . 62) d rawn to the s ame s ca le. I t wi l l
be s een tha t they res emble each othe r exact ly in es sent ia l s .

The d iffe rences obse rvable a re acc identa l
,
and may be refe rred

to ind i v id ua l tas te .

Tha t th i s fo rm of des k was recogn i sed on the cont inent a s

1 See above , pp . 1 1 7
—1 2 1 .
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F i g . 68 . A French L ib ra ry of 1480.

From MS . 164 in the F itzwi l l iam Museum, Cambridge .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join




L IBRARY OF TR IN ITY HALL , CAMBR IDGE

164 5 dur in g the mas te rsh ip of Thoma s E den
, LL .D . They are

therefore a de l i be ra te re t u rn to anc ient fo rms a t a t ime when a

d i ffe rent type had been adopted e l sewhe re .

The re are five desks and s ix s ea ts on ea ch s i de of the room
,

pla ced, a s us ua l , a t r igh t ang les to the s ide - wa l l s
,
in the inte r

s paces of the windows
,
and in front of the w indows

,
respect i ve l y.

The i r a rrangement, and the de ta i l s of the i r cons t ruct ion
,
wi l l be

unde rs tood from the genera l v iew (fig . and from the e leva t ion
(fig .

Thes e lecte rns are of oak
, 6 fee t 7 inches long , and 7 fee t

h igh , measu red to the top of

the o rnamenta l fin ia l . There
is a s lop ing des k a t the top ,

benea th wh ich is a s ing le she l f

(fig . 66, A). The bar for the

cha ins pa s ses unde r the desk
,

th rough the two ve rt i ca l ends
of the case. At the end far

thes t from the wa l l , the hasp
of the lock is h inged to the

bar and s ecu red by two keys

(fig . Benea th the she l f
the re is a t e i ther end a s l i p
of wood (fig . 66, B), wh ich in
dic ates tha t there wa s once
a moveable des k wh i ch cou ld
be pu l led out when requ i red .

The reade r cou ld the refore
consu l t h is conven ience , and

wo rk e i the r s i t t ing or s tand
ing (fig . For bo th these
pos i t ions the he ights are very F ig ' 67 °

s u i table , and at the bot tom of

the ca se was a p l inth (fig . 66, C), on wh ich he cou ld set h is fee t .
The s ea ts between each pa i r of des ks were of cou rse pu t up a t

th e same t ime a s the des ks themse l ves . They shew an advance
in comfort, be ing d iv ided into two, so as to a l low s upport to
the reader’s back .

S im i la r des ks occu r in a beau t i fu l m in ia tu re (fig . 68) from



UN I VERS ITY OF LEYDEN [CHAR i v

a manus cr i p t (now in the F i tz wi l l iam Museum
,
Cambr idge‘)

wri tten in F rance abou t 1480. They a ppea r to be so l id
pos s i b ly fi t ted w i th cupboa rd s for books unde r the s loping
port ion. NO sea ts a re shewn, and

,
a s a reade r is s tand ing

be tween them cons u l t ing a book , i t may be conc l uded tha t
they could only be u sed by s tudent s in tha t pos i t ion.

La s t ly, I reprod uce (fig . 69) a pr int by Jan Co rne l is
Woudanus , shewing the l i bra ry of the Uni ve rs i ty of Leyden
in 16 10

2
. The bookca ses were evident ly cont r i ved w i th the

view of ge t t ing the la rges t numbe r pos s i b le in to the room.

E a ch conta ined a s ing le row of books , cha ined to a bar in front
of the she l f ; and, a l so for the pu rpose of s av ing the s pa ce
us ua l l y occu pied by a sea t

,
readers we re obl iged to cons u l t them

s tand ing . The re a re e leven bookca ses on ea ch s ide of the room,

ea ch conta in ing from 40 to 48 vo l umes . At the end of the room
a re two cupboa rd s , probably for manus c r ip ts ; and to the r ight of
the s pec ta tor is a th i rd pres s

,
ma rked L eg a tum j osep/zi S ea /zger i .

He d ied in Janua ry , 1609 . Fu rthe r, a s an i l l us t ra t ion of the

us ua l appl iances for s tudy found in l i b ra r ies a t th is pe r iod, and
often ment ioned in ca ta logues a nd account - books

,
I wou ld d raw

a t tent ion to the g lobes and maps .

I present these bookca ses at th is po int ofmy resea rches wi th
s ome di ffidenc e , for they c an ha rd l y be s a id to repres ent the
lecte rn- sys tem . On the othe r hand , they

'

do not exa c t ly
rep resent any o the r ; and I the re fore s ubm i t tha t they may be

looked a t he re , a s t rans i t iona l s pec imens , br idg ing ove r the
interva l be tween the des ks we have l a te l y been cons ide r ing , and

those wh ich we s ha l l have to cons i de r in the next chapte r .

1 The MS . (No . 164) is by Frere Jehan de Caste l .
11 Th is reproduction is from a copy of the print now in the F itz wi l l iam Museum ,

Cambridge . I t a l so oc curs on a reduced sca le ih -Les A rts an Aloyen Age et ti I
’Epoque

de [a Rena issanc e pa r Paul Lacro i x , Pari s , 1869, p , 492 and in I llustr ium

[lot/an i line (t PVestfr is iae Ordinum etc . Lugd . Bat. , 1614 .
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THE STALL - SYSTEM

happens , he keeps th ree or fou r o the rs away on a ccount of the
books be ing cha ined s o c lose ly
Fu rthe r, the lec te rn - sys tem was s o wa s te fu l in the ma t ter of

s pa ce
,
tha t , a s book s a ccumu la ted , some o the r p iece of fu rn i tu re

had to be devis ed to conta in them. The desk cou l d not be

d ispensed with so long a s book s we re cha ined ; and i t therefore
occu rred to an ingen ious ca rpente r tha t the requ i red cond i t ions
wou ld be fu l fi l led i f the two ha l ves of the desk we re sepa ra ted ,
not by a few inches , but by a cons idera ble interva l

, or broad
she l f

,
wi th one or more she l ves fixed above i t. Thus a ca se wa s

a rr i ved a t conta in ing fou r she l ves at leas t, two to ea ch s ide of

the case , wh ich cou ld be made a s long as the wid th of the

l i bra ry pe rm i t ted . I p ropos e to ca l l th is sys tem “
the s ta l l

sys tem ,
from the wo rd s tan/nm (some t imes wri t ten s ta l/a

,

s tat/a s , or s ta l/nm), wh ich is frequent ly appl ied to a case for

book s in a med ieva l l ib ra ry.

The re a re a t leas t five fine examples of th i s sys tem a t Oxfo rd
—none, I am s o rry to s ay,

a t Cambr idge. There wa s a set a t

C la re Co l lege, s uppl ied to the old L i bra ry abou t 1627 , but they
have s ince been a l te red by the remova l Of the des ks . Those at

Oxfo rd are a t Corpus Chris t i Co l lege S . John’

s Co l lege
S ir Thomas Bod ley’

s l ib ra ry Me rton Co l lege
Jes us Co l lege (1677 Magda len Co l lege (of un

certa in da te).
As a type of th i s sys tem I sha l l take the l i b ra ry of Co rpus

Chris t i Co l lege , founded in 15 16 by R i cha rd Fox , Bi shop of

Winches ter. The l ib ra ry was ready for the fi t t ings by the end

of Ma rc h in the fo l lowing yea r, as we lea rn from a bu i ld ing
a ccount preserved by Hea rne

8 Henry V I I I . Th is boke made from the xvth day Off March unto
the xxxti day off the same Moneth [30 March

,

Md. c ouenauntyd and agreid wyth Corne l l Clerke, for the makyng
Off the dextis in the l iberary

,
to the summe off xvi, a fter the maner

and forme as they be in Magdaleyn co l lege, except the popie heedes
Off the sc ites

,
thes to be workmanly wrowght and c lenly, and he to ha ve

all maner off s toofl
'

foond bym, and to have for the makyng off on

dexte xs the sum off the ho le vi i i . l i .
1 Macray, Anna/s of t/wB odleian L ibr a ry , p . 7. The words used a re : Jam enim

s i qu i s , ut fit, uni l ibro inhaereat, aliis s tudere volentibus ad tres vel quatuor pro
vic initate c olligationis prte c ludit a c c es sum.

2 Hearne’

s Gl as tonbu ry , ed . 17 22 , p . 286.





F ig . 70. B ookc a s es and s eat in th e L ibrary at Corpus Ch ri s ti College , Ox ford .

From a photograph taken in 1894.
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CORPUS CHR I ST I COLLEGE , OXFORD

The a r rangement appea rance of these mos t interes t ing
cases wi l l be unde r
s tood from the gene

ral v iew (fig . 70) and

from the e leva t ion

(fig . bu t I sha l l
p roceed to des c r ibe
them wi th some mi

nuteness .

The l i b ra ry oc c u

p ies the fi rs t floor of
the sou th s ide of the

quad rang le oppos i te
to the ent rance. I t

is 79 fee t 6 inches
long ,

by 2 1 feet broad ,
wi th ten equ id i s tant
w indows , abou t 3 feet
6 inches apa rt

, on

each s ide . At the

wes t end the re is an
inne r l ib ra ry

, occupy
ing the ang le be tween
the sou th and wes t
s ides of the quad
rang le . On each s ide
there are n ine book
cases , each 8 ft . 6 in.

h igh , 2 ft . w ide , and

7 ft . 6 in. long ,
d ivid

ed by pa rt i t ions into
th ree compa rtments .

I have ca refu l ly
s tud ied these ca ses on
s eve ra l oc c as ions

,
and

i t s eems to me tha t
S c A s e o r P n e v

the onl y a l tera t ions F ig . 7 1 . E levat ion o f one bookc a s e in th e L ibra ry of
int roduced s ince the Corp u s Ch ris t i Co l lege , Oxford .

o r ig ina l cons t ruct ion a re : (1) the add i t ion of abou t two fee t to



CHAIN ING IN THE [CHAR

the uppe r po rt ion of the case in o rder to p rovide add i t iona l
she l f- room (2)a s l igh t change in the a r rangements of the des k
for the reader ; and (3) the add i t ion of the ca talogue frame

,

wh ich by its s tyle is ev ident l y Jacobean, to the end next the
cent ra l a l ley. O r ig ina l ly each case h ad two she l ves only

,
one

on the leve l of the des k (fig . 7 1, G ,
H ), and the s econd abou t

ha l f- way be tween i t and the o r ig ina l top of the case E ,
F).

Befo re cha in ing fe l l into d i s us e the cas es were he ightened s o a s

to provide an add i t iona l she l f C
, D). At present the

numbe r h as been fu rthe r inc reased by the add i t ion of a fou rth .

s he l f above the des k A , B), and two be low i t I , K, L , M).
The des ks have been a l te red by a change in the pos i t ion of the

bra cket , and by the suppres s ion of the s l i t th rough wh ich the
cha ins u s ua l ly pas sed , a s I sha l l expla in be low.

The sys tem of cha ining used for the lecte rn- sys tem requ i red
mod ifi ca t ion and extens ion to s u i t th i s new a r rangement of

she l ves . At Co rpus Chris t i Co l lege mos t of the i ron- work
rema ins (fig . bu t i t is neces sa ry to go e lsewhe re to find

cha ined books a ctua l ly in use. Of such cha in ing I
,

know no

bet ter example than the Chapte r L i b ra ry in H e refo rd Ca thed ra l ,
from a s tudy of wh ich I wi l l des c r i be the sys tem,

and shew tha t
i t is the s ame as tha t employed at Co rpus Chris t i Co l lege and

e l s ewhere .

The Chapte r L i b ra ry at He re ford was o r ig ina l ly over the
wes t c lo i s te r , and the re is evidence tha t i t was be ing fi t ted up
in 1394 ,

when Wa l te r de Rammesbury,
B .D .

, gave £ 10 for the

des ks ‘. The o r ig ina l bu i ld ing has long s ince been des t royed ,
and the books we re t rans fe r red from one pla ce to anothe r
unt i l the present beau t i fu l s t ru ctu re was bu i l t on the old s i te

in 1897 .

Th roughou t thesechanges some very anc ient bookcases have
been prese rved . They have been taken to . pieces and a l tered
seve ra l t imes , but a re probably, in the ma in, those pu t up in
1394 . Above a ll, one of them pos s es s es , in tho rough wo rk ing
o rde r

,
the sys tem of cha ining ,

pa rts of wh ich a re to be met wi th
on the ca s es at Ox fo rd wh ich we have been cons ide r ing . Of

1 Fa rti [l a '

dordemm by Rev. F. T. Havergal. 1869, p. 18 1 . A Chapter
order dated 16 February, 1 5 89, d irected the remova l of the books to the Lady Chapel ,
and the erection of a school on the ground where the L ibrary had once stood .
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s t r i p of fl at bra s s was pas sed round the left - hand boa rd (fig . 74)
and r ive ted to i t , in such a

manner a s to leave a loop
in front of the edge of the

board ,
w ide enough to adm i t

an i ron r ing ,
an inch and

a qua rte r in d iamete r, to
wh ich one end of the cha in
was fas tened . The book is
p laced on the she l f w i th the
fo re - edge tu rned ou twa rd s ,
and the o the r end of the

cha in is fas tened to a second
r ing ,

ra the r la rge r than the
forme r, wh ich plays a long
an i ron bar (fig . For

the two uppe r she l ves these
ba rs

,
wh ich a re 1} in. in F ig . 75 . A s ing le v olume , s tand ing on

d iame ter, a re s uppo rted in IZih
s

e

h

fgznmtrh “ tu b e"

fron t of the she l f
,
a t s uch a

d i s tance from i t as to a l low of ea sy play for the r ings (fig .

E ach ba r extend s on ly from pa rt i t ion to pa rt i t ion
,
so tha t th ree

ba rs a re needed for ea ch
she l f. For th e lowes t she l f
the re a re a l s o th ree ba rs

,

s et two inches beh ind the

edge of the she l f, so as to

keep the r ings and cha ins
out of the way of the des k .

Th e ba rs for the uppe r
shel ves res t in i ron s ocke ts
s crewed to the woodwo rk
a t the j unctu re of the ho r i
z onta l she l ves wi th the ver

t i ca l d i v i s ions and ends re

spec tive ly. The socke t fi xed
to the end of the bookca se
wh ich was intended to s tand
aga ins t the wa l l is c losed by an i ron pla te (fig . so tha t the

F ig . 76 . I ron ba r and s oc ket , c los ed to prevent
remova l of th e b a r : H ere ford .



CHAPTER L I BRARY
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bar cannot pas s beyond i t. At the oppos i te end,
tha t wh ich

wou ld us ua l ly face the a l ley between the two rows of bookcases ,
the ba rs a re s ecu red by lock and key in the fo l lowing manner .
A p iece of fl at i ron is na i led to the end of the bookc ase

, jus t
above the leve l of the uppe rmos t
she l f (fig . Attached to th is
by a h inge is a hasp , or band of

i ron
,
two inches wide, and ra the r

longe r than the inte rva l between
the two she l ves . Oppos i te to each
she l f th is i ron band expands into
a semi c i rcu la r p la te

,
to which a

c ap is r ive ted for the recept ion of

the head of the socke t in wh ich
the bar res ts (fig . and j us t
be low the m idd le she l f i t d rops
into a lock and is secu red by a

key (fig . A second has p ,
s im i la rly cons t ruc ted , sec u res the

lowes t of the th ree ba rs ; bu t, a s

tha t bar is beh ind , and not in front F ig . 77 . I ron b a r , w ith pm of th e

of, the she l f to Wt h i t be longs , iron p la te or h a s p w h i c h i s s ec ured

the a rrangements des c ri bed above ke°p s u " b“ i "

a re reve rsed . One lock and key

serves for the i ronwo rk be long ing to the th ree she l ves .

The cha ins are made of l inks of hammered i ron as shewn in
the s ke tch (fig . 78) wh i ch represents a p iece of one of the a ctua l
s i z e . The re is us ua l ly a swive l in the cent re , probably to prevent
tw is t ing . They va ry s omewha t in leng th , and in the leng th of

th e l ink s , a c co rd ing to the s he l f on wh i ch the books to whi ch
they be long are ranged , i t be ing obvious ly neces s a ry to provide
for the conven ient p lac ing of a book on the desk when a reade r
w ished to consu l t i t . The mos t us ua l d imens ions are 3 ft . 4 in.,

3 ft . 6 in.
, 4 ft. 3 in.

The remova l of any of the vo l umes , or the add i t ion of a new

one , mus t have been a ted iou s and inconvenient ope ra t ion. The

ba r wou ld have to be wi thd rawn, and all the r ings set free.

Mo reove r, i f th i s change h ad to be e ffected in one of the

compa rtments remote from the end of the case which ca r r ied

C. L .
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the lock , the bar be long ing to ea ch of the othe r compar tments

wou ld have to be wi thdrawn be fore the

requ i red vo l ume cou ld be reached .

I f the v iews (figs . 70, 7 1) of the book
cases a t Co rpus Chr is t i Co l lege , Oxfo rd ,
be a t tent ive ly exam ined , i t w i l l be s een

tha t the i ronwork exa ct ly res embles tha t
at He reford . We find s im i la r sockets to
conta in the ba rs at the j unc t ion of the

ho r i z onta l she l ves and vert i ca l u pr ights ,
and a s imi la r sys tem of i ron ha sps to

prevent the ba rs from be ing wi thd rawn.

The desk for the reade r wou ld of

cou rse va ry acco rd ing to ind i v idua l ta s te .

A s a genera l ru le i t wa s at tached to the
end s of the cas e by s t rong h inges , so tha t
i t cou ld be tu rned up and got out of the

way when any a l te ra t ion in the i ronwork
had to be ca rr ied out. I ron hooks to

ho l d i t u p we re not unfrequent ly pro
v ided .

’

One of thes e
,
from the Bod le ian

L i b ra ry, is he re figu red (fig . It was

a lso usua l to prov ide a s l i t in th is desk
,

abou t 2 in. wide
,
as c lose as pos s i b le to

the she l f
,
for the cha in

.

a t tached to the

book in us e to pa s s th rough . Th is is
we l l shewn in the view of a s ing le book
ca se in Me rton Co l lege , Ox ford (fig .

I wi l l nex t des c r i be the l i bra ry of

Me rton Co l lege, OX fOl‘d. The re is S t i l l F ig . 78 . P i ec e of c h a in , s h ew

cons ide rable doubt respec t ing the da te of

some of the bookca ses , but the appea r

ing th e sw i ve l : H e reford .

Ac tua l s iz e.

ance of the l i b ra ry is s o vene rable
, so unl i ke any s im i la r room

wi th wh ich I am a cqua inted , tha t i t mu s t a lways command
admi ra t ion, and deserve s tudy 1.

1 For the h istorica l facts in the fo l lowing account I am indebted to Mr Hender
son

’

s H istory , to the merits of wh ich I have a lready drawn attention. I have a lso
made copious extracts from the Co l lege account - books . Further, I have care ful l y
studi ed the l ibrary on severa l occas ions , and have had the benefit of the profess iona l
ass istance of my friend Mr T. D . Atk inson, Arch itect.
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the s im i la r pane l to the ea s t those of S ir H enry S avi le (Wa rden
1 585 - 162 1)

WEST LlBR-ARY

F E E T
10 s

“

0

F ig . 81 . G round - p lan of the L ibrary at Merton Col lege , Oxford .

The eas t end of the sou th room is s im i la r ly t rea ted
,
but the

oak pane l l ing is les s e labo ra te . In the plas te r - wo rk above i t the
a rms of the co l lege a re flanked on the no rth by those of Geo rge
Abbot (Archbishop of Cante rbu ry 161 1—1633)and on the south
by thos e of S ir Na than ie l B rent (Wa rden 162 1
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F ig . 83 . B ookca s e in th e w e s t L ib ra ry of Merton Co l lege , Ox ford.

From a photograph by H . W . Taunt, 1899.
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des k . The comfo rt Of reade rs was cons i dered by the inse rt ion
Of a ba r of wood to res t the feet on, be tween the s ea t and the
bookcas e (fig .

nowshelf

um s he lf

new s he lf.

new ehd }

F ig . 84 . E leva t ion of a bookc a s e and s ea t in th e Wes t L ibra ry a t

Merton Col l ege , Oxford .

Measured and drawn by T. D . Atkinson, Arc h itec t.

In the south room the cases are on the same gene ra l p lan as

in the wes t room ; bu t the sys tem of cha in ing appea rs to have
been s l ightly d i fferent, and to have approx ima ted more c lose ly
to wha t I may ca l l the H e refo rd type .

In both rooms each case ha s a p i c tu resque enr i chment
at the end of the s tandard above the co rn i ce , and a sma l l
oblong frame j us t be low i t to conta in the gene ra l t i t le of the

books wi th in
,

the case. The wes t room is devo ted to L I BR I
ART I UM, wi th th e except ion of the th ree cas es and the

ha l f- cas e at the no rth end of the eas t s ide , wh ich are ma rked
COD I CES MS S . These are protected by l a t t i ced doors of



MERTON COLLEGE, OXFORD

wood . In the sou th room the ca ses on the sou th s ide are

a ll let te red L . THEOLOG IAE ; on the north s ide the fi rs t
th ree a re let te red L . MEDICINAE ; the next L . MED I C .

IUR ISPP . and
'

the l as t five L . J UR I S PRVDENTI/E .

~ In

th is room the las t cases a t the ea s t end on each s ide have
la t t i ced doors l i ke thos e on the correspond ing cases in the

wes t room.

The bu i l d ing of th is l ib ra ry is reco rded in fou r sepa ra te
account - ro l l s extend ing from the beg inn ing of the fi rs t yea r
of R i cha rd I I . to the th i rd yea r of the s ame k ing, tha t is from
1377 to 1379. From thes e documents i t appea rs tha t the

bu i ld ing cos t £ 462 . I s . l l é—a
’

.

F rom th is fi rs t cons t ru c t ion to the beg inn ing of the s i x teenth
cent u ry—a spa ce of 12 5 yea rs—the accounts fu rni sh us wi th no
info rma t ion ; bu t, from wha t we lea rn a fte rwa rds

,
i t wou l d appea r

tha t the inte rna l wa l l s we re unpla s te red , tha t the roo f- t imbe rs
we re unpro tec ted , and tha t the on ly l igh t was adm i t ted th rough
the na r row lance t w indows .

In 1502—3 the pane l - wo rk on the roof of the wes t
l ib ra ry was pu t u p a t a cos t of £ 27 . 63 . 0d. The a ccount conta ins
a l s o a cha rge for pa int ing the bos s es (lzodz

'

) a t the inte rsect ion of

the mo ld ings tha t sepa ra te the pane ls . Mr Henders on po ints
out tha t these o rnaments prove the ex is t ing ce i l ing to be tha t
pu t u p in 1 503 ; for among them a re the Tudo r Rose , the
do l ph in of Fitz james (Wa rden 1483 and the Roya l A rms

u sed from Henry IV . to E l i z abeth , bu t a l te red by James I .
Afte r th is anothe r long inte rva l occurs du r ing wh ich no wo rk

done to the l ibra ry is reco rded bu t in 162 3 the sou th room wa s

taken in hand
, and the changes int roduced into i t were so

extens ive that
,
it is refe r red to in the a ccounts as New L i bra ry

(Nova a name wh ich i t s t i l l reta ins .

In the fi rs t p lace the room at the eas t end (fig . 8 1) wa s

th rown into i t
,
and the o r ie l w indow cons t ruc ted , toge the r w i th

the two la rge do rme rs on the s ide next the cou rt (fig .

Thes e wo rk s , by wh ich l igh t wa s s o la rge ly inc reased , prove
how g loomy the l i bra ry mus t have been be fo re they we re
undertaken. Nex t , a fte r impo rtant repa i rs to the wa l l s and
floo r

,
and the cons t ru ct ion of the deco ra t ive pla s te r - wo rk a t the

eas t end
, the Old bookcases were so l d , and Bene t ’ the jo iner
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s uppl ied twenty new ca ses and one ha l f- case . The only Old

case rema in ing is , by t rad i t ion,
the ha l f- ca se aga ins t the s c reen

on the north s ide a s one ente rs from the ves t ibu le .

It is therefore certa in tha t the cas es and sea ts in the sou th
room da te from 162 3 . I t is unfo rtuna te ly equa l ly certa in tha t
we know noth ing abou t the da te of those in the wes t room and

we are the refore unable to s ay whethe r the cases in the sou th
room we re cop ied from them in 162 3, or whe the r the reve rs e
proces s took place at some unknown da te . I f we adopt the
pleas ing theory tha t in the wes t room we have ve ry ea r ly cases

,

cons t ru cted pos s i b ly when the l i bra ry was bu i l t
,
we mus t s t i l l

adm i t tha t these re l i cs of a remo te pas t have been a l te red at

some s ubs equent pe r iod , so as to be brought into conform i ty
wi th the cases in the sou th room ; for the co rn i ces and

the frames for the t i t les are prec is e l y s im i la r in the two

rooms .

Th e d i ffe rence between the two s ets of cases in the method
of Cha in ing ,

to wh ich a ttent ion has been a l ready d rawn
,
may

hea r on the ques t ion of da te . As t ime went on cha in ing wou ld
be mod ified in the d i rect ion of s impl i c i ty ; and to replace a

s ing le cent ra l bar by two la te ra l ones is a s tep towa rd s th is
,
for

under such cond i t ions the add i t ion or remova l of a book wou ld
enta i l les s d isplacement . » Fu rthe r , i t mus t be recognised tha t
thes e cases , whe the r ext reme ly anc ient or compa ra t i ve ly modern

,

d i ffe r in many pa rt i cu la rs from those to be met w i th e ls ewhe re .

They are l ighte r, na r rowe r and more e legant . Aga in, when the

g round—plan of the l ib ra ry is cons ide red (fig . 8 1) i t w i l l be seen

tha t the i r end s occupy nea r ly the who le s pace between a pa i r of
w indows . In othe r examples of the s ta l l—sys tem th i s is not the
ca se .

The on ly explana t ion I ha ve to offe r for the who le d ifficu l ty
is the fo l lowing . The l ib ra ry wa s cons t ructed for the lecte rn
sys tem,

wi th wa l l - s paces not mo re than 2 ft . w ide, and was

s o fi t ted up . When books had become numerous th e wes te rn
l i b ra ry was taken in hand

,
and the lecte rns a l te red into s ta l ls

,

the s ing le cent ra l ba r be ing re ta ined . At the same t ime
,
in a ll

probab i l i ty, the do rmers were inse rted . I t is rema rkable tha t
these changes shou ld not be reco rded in the a ccounts , bu t
pos s i b ly they we re ca rr ied out as the res u l t of a spec ia l bene
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CLARE COLLEGE , CAMBR IDGE [CHAR

Chr is t i Co l lege , tha t a pa rt i cu la r des c r ipt ion is unnec es sa ry. I t

shou ld be noted , howeve r, tha t, a s at S . John’

s Co l l ege , they h ad
been made of a g rea te r he igh t (8 fee t 4 inches) in the fi rs t
ins tance, so as to a ccommoda te two she l ves above tha t on the

leve l of the des k . Thes e she l ves a re proved to be o r ig ina l by
the ex is tence, a t the j unctu re of the she l ves wi th the upr ight
d ivi s ions

,
of the pla tes of i ron wh i ch o r ig ina l ly ca r r ied the s o ckets

for the bar. The res t of the i ronwo rk ha s been removed , and i t
is d iffi cu l t to detec t t races of its fo rme r ex is tence, because modern
she lves have been s et aga ins t the end s of the cases . The ho le
for the lowes t bar, howeve r , rema ins in the same re la t i ve pos i t ion
as at Co rpus Chr is t i Co l lege ; and, as the i ronwo rk for s uppo rt ing
the ba rs is i dent i ca l w i th wha t s t i l l rema ins there , i t seems s a fe
to conc l ude tha t no new pr inc i p le was int roduced . The desks
are mode rn

,
bu t the la rge and o rnamenta l b rackets wh i ch s uppor t

them a re o r ig ina l , and the i ron hooks (fig . 79)s t i l l rema in by wh ich
they we re prevented from fa l l ing when tu rned up . The pos i t ion of

thes e hooks shews tha t ea ch des k wa s 19 inches broad . The re
we re o r ig ina l ly s ea ts be tween ea ch pa i r of cas es

, as may be

s een in Loggan
’

s v iew of the inte r io r of the l i bra ry
,
whe re the i r

ends a re d i s t inct ly shewn.

A Spec ia l fea tu re of th i s room is the beau t i fu l open roof
,

prac t i ca l l y tha t wh i ch S ir Thoma s Bod ley pu t up in 1 599. The

pr inc i pa ls and tie - beams a re o rnamented w i th a rabesques , wh i le
the fl at su r face between them is d iv ided into s qua re compa rt
ments on wh ich a re pa inted the a rms of the Un i ve rs i ty . On

the bos ses tha t intervene be tween these compa rtments a re the

a rms of Bod ley h imse l f.
I ment ioned at

'

the beg inn ing of th i s chapte r tha t the s ta l l
sys tem had been represented in the l i bra ry at C la re Co l lege ,
Cambr idge . The old l ib ra ry wa s a long na r row room ove r the
old chape l

,
and we know on the a u tho r i ty of

_

W illiam Co le l tha t
i t was “ fi tted up w i th wa ins c ote C las s es on both s i des .

”

These
“ c las ses had been put up sho rt ly before 1627 , when the D uke
of Buck ingham, then Chance l lo r of th e Un i ve rs i ty, was taken to
see them. When th is l ib ra ry was pu l led down in 1763 they
we re removed to the new l i bra ry wh i ch had been fi t ted up

1 Add. MS S . Mus . Brit. 5 803 , MSS . Cole, 11. 9.



L IBRARY AT WESTMINSTER
‘

ABBEY

20 yea rs previous ly, and ranged round the room in front of the

mode rn she l ves . They a re s plend id s pec imens of ca rpent ry
work

,
and bea r so c lose a resemblance

to the cas es in the l i bra ry of S, John
’

s

Co l lege, tha t i t may be a ss umed tha t
they we re copied from them‘

. When

the remova l took place they were a

good dea l a l te red , and a few yea rs
ago some fragments wh ich had not

been u t i l ised we re found in a l umber
c lose t . One of the s tanda rds (fig .

wi th its bracke ts , shews tha t the

ca ses were once fi t ted wi th desk s , the
remova l of whi ch was ingenious l y
concea led by the insert ion of s l i ps of

wood in th e s tyle of the o l de r work z .
I have not been able to d is c ove r any
t races of cha in ing ,

but as the re are a

numbe r of s ea ts in the l i b ra ry, ve ry
l i ke those in Co rpus Chr is t i Co l lege,
Ox ford , i t is mo re than probable tha t
cha ins we re once employed .

The s ta l l - sys tem wa s not only
popula r in

'

Oxfo rd i tse l f
,
bu t was

adopted as a s tanda rd for bookca ses ,
and reproduced e lsewhe re .

The fi rs t example I w i l l c i te is
at Wes tm ins te r Abbey”

,
whe re pa rt

of the do rte r wa s fi tted up as a

l i bra ry du r ing the yea rs 162 3 and

1624 by John Wi l l iams
,
B ishop of

F ig . 85 . S ta l l - end in th e L ibrary
of C la re Col lege , Cambr idge .

L inco ln and a fterwa rds Archb ishop of York
,
who wa s dean of

Wes tm ins ter from 1620 to h is dea th in 1650. In the flowe ry
rhe tor i c of h is b iog raphe r B ishop Hacke t :

W i th the same Generos i ty and s trong propens ion ofm ind to enlarge
the Boundaries Of Learning, he conve rted a wast Room

,
s cituate in the

1 Ar c/z . H ist . I I I . 4 5 3 .

2 I have described these fragments in Camb. Ant. Soc . Vol. V111. p. 18 .

3 See my paper in Ca r/1b. Am. Soc . P roc . a nd Cor/mu , Vol. 1x . p . 3 7 .



L IBRARY AT WELLS CATHEDRAL [Cl-IAP.

Eas t s ide of the Cloysters , into P la to
’

s Porti co, into a goodly L ibrary ;
model

’

d it into decent shape, furnished i t wi th Desk s and Cha ins ,
accoutred i t w i th all U tens i ls , and stored i t with a vast Number of
Lea rned Volumes ‘.

Th i s l i bra ry -wh ich has not been ma te r ia l ly a l tered s ince
162 5—occupies the north end of wha t was once the dorter. I t

is 60 fee t long , by 33 feet 4 inches broad . The re a re twe l ve
bookcas es—ev ident l y the “ des ks reco rded by Wi l l iams

’

bio

g raphe r. Each is 10 fee t 10 inches long ,
2 fee t broad , and

8 feet 3 inches h igh, d i v ided by pla in upr igh ts into th ree
compa rtments . The re a re th ree she l ves , be low wh ich is a desk
for the reade r, res t ing on bracke ts , and prov ided w i th the u sua l
s l i t for the cha ins to pas s th rough . These des ks a re h inged .

The cases a re qu i te pla in, wi th the ex c ept ion of a mo lded
corn i ce ; above wh ich , on the end of each

,
is some s cro l l - work .

There is a lso a sma l l frame to conta in the ca ta logue. It is

probable tha t the re we re o r ig ina l ly sea ts for readers be tween
each pa i r of ca ses . I cannot d i s cove r any c er ta in evidence of

cha in ing , and yet
“ cha ins ”

are d i s t inct ly enumera ted among

the dean’

s benefact ions . The re a re fa int s ca rs at the inte r
s ec t ion of some of the she l ves and upr ights wh ich may be

s c rewholes—but I cannot fee l ce rta in on the po int .
I have a l ready g i ven the plan of the ca thed ra l l ib ra ry a t

We l l s (fig . Afte r the Res to ra t ion th is bu i ld ing was re - fitted

du r ing the ep i s copa te of Robe rt C re igh ton (Bishop 1670
wi th the he l p of dona t ions from th e ce leb ra ted Dr R i cha rd
Busby, and Dr Ra l ph Ba thu rs t, who wa s dean from 1670 to

1704. It is impo rtant to remembe r tha t Ba thu rs t was a lso
mas te r of Tr in i ty Co l lege, Ox fo rd , an offi ce wh i ch he re ta ined
unt i l h is dea th . A s he is des cr i bed in the MS . L i s t of Bene
fac to rs prese rved in the l i b ra ry as having taken a fo remos t pa r t
in fi t t ing i t u p (in B z

'

blz
'

ot/zecri lla c z
'

ns taum ndd

the s e lec t ion of the bookcases may wi th mu c h p robab i l i ty be
as c r ibed to h im. H is own co l lege has s t i l l bookcases wh ich
once mus t have been exce l lent s pec imens of the s ta l l - sys tem.

The re are e ight bookcases at We l ls
,
of pla in unpa inted dea l ,

project ing from the wes t wa l l be tween the windows (fig .

Srr z
’

m
'

a rasc ra la a John Wil l iams, John Hacket. Fol.

Lond . 1693 , pp . 46, 4 7 .
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L IBRARY AT [CHAR

had o r ig ina l ly two she lves only above the des k , the entabla tu re
,

now v i s i b le on the ends on ly, be ing ca rr ied a long the s ides .

The she l f be low the desk is a l so mode rn. These cas es a re ten
fee t apa r t, and be tween each pa i r, ins tead of a reade r’s sea t

,
is

a dwa r f bookcase te rm ina t ing in a des k . Atta ched to i t on
ea c h s ide i s a sea t conven ient ly p la c ed for a reader to us e the

desk on th e s ide of the pr inc ipal cas e .

I have shewn tha t the s ta l l - sys tem made its appea ranc e at

Oxfo rd ea r l y in the s i x teenth centu ry, bu t I have not been
able to d is cove r who int roduced i t . My own imp res s ion is tha t
i t was monas t i c in its o r ig in ; and I c an prove tha t i t fits a t

leas t two monas t i c l ib ra r ies exa ctly. Th i s theo ry wi l l a l so
expla in _the preva lence of s uch cases at Ox ford , and the i r
a lmos t tota l absence from Cambr idge ,

whe re monas t i c influence
wa s neve r exe rc ised to the s ame extent .

I w i l l beg in wi th Cante rbu ry, whe re , a s I ment ioned above ‘

,

the l ibra ry was ove r the Pr ior’s Chape l . The
,
cons t ru ct ion of

th is chape l is des c r ibed as fo l lows by Profes sor Wi l l is

Roger de S . E lphege, Pr ior from 1 2 5 8 to 1 263 , completed a chape l
between the Dormi tory and style of its substructure
shew s that i t was begun by h is is placed on the

south s ide of the Infirmary Clo ister, between the Lavatory tower and
I nfirmary. I ts floor was on the leve l of the upper ga l lery, and was

sus ta ined by an Open vaul ted ambulatory below. Th is rep laced the

portion of the orig ina l south a l ley [of the Clois ter] wh ich
that as th is new substructure was more than twi ce
as broad as the old one, the Chape l was obtruded into the sma l l
Cloister - garth , s o a s to cover part of the fagade of the I nfirmary Ha l l ,
diminish the a l ready l imited area, and destroy the symmetry of its

form”
.

Above th i s chape l A rchb i shop Ch i c he le bu i l t the l i bra ry
wh ich P r ior S ellyng fi t ted up . I t s tood eas t and wes t , and of

cou rs e mus t have been of the s ame s i z e a s the chape l benea th
i t

,
name l y

, acco rd ing to Pro fes so r Wi l l i s , 62 fee t long on the

north s ide, 59 fee t long on

'

the sou th s ide , and 22 fee t b road .

The doo r was probably at th e s ou th - wes t co rne r, a t the head of

a s ta i rcase wh ich or ig ina l ly led only to the chape l . benea th i t .

1 S ee above, p .

2 Ar c/z . H ist. of 6717 . Ch . Cant. 8vo. 1869, p . 65 . Th i s chape l
was pul led down a t the end of the 1 7th century and the present l ibrary , ca l led the

Howley l ibrary, bu i lt in its p lace .



CHR I ST CH URCH , CANTERBU RY

From these meas u rements I have cons t ru cted a plan of the

room (fig . and of the bookcases wh ich I am abou t to
des c r ibe . The windows are

of cours e imag ina ry, but , I
subm i t, j u s t ified by the uni

fo rm prac t i ce of med ieva l
l i b ra r ies .

I am able to recons t ruct
th is l i bra ry because I h ave
had th e good fo rtune to come
a cros s a very

'

c urious docu
men t 1 wh ich g i ves s ufli c ient

da ta for the pu rpose . I t is

conta ined in a MS . vo l ume ,
now the property of the

Dean and Chapter of Can
terbury, composed of seve ra l .

qu i res of pape r s t i tched into
a pa rchment cove r. They
once be longed to, and were
probab ly wr i tten by

,
Bro the r

Wi l l iam I ng ram , who wa s

cus tos ma r tir i z
’

in 1 503 and

in J une 1 5 1 1 was p romoted
to the ofl‘i c e of P itanc er .

Th e a ccounts and memo

randa in the book a re of a

verym i s ce l laneou s cha rac te r.
The pa r t wh ich conce rns the
l i b ra ry cons is ts of a no te of

the books wh ich we re re
F ig . 88 . Conj ec tura l p lan of th e L ibrary over th e

pa i red In I 508. Th lS lS Prior's Ch a pe l at Ch ris t Ch urc h , Ca nterbury .

headed '

Repa i rs done to the books conta ined in the l ibrary over the chape l
of our lord the P rior, name ly, in new byndyng and bordyng wi th covers
and c laspyng and Chenyng, together wi th sundry book s of the gi ft of the

1 I have to thank my friend Mr W . H . S t John Hope, As s istant S ecretary of the
Soc iety of Antiquaries , for first drawing my attention to it ; and the Dean and

Cha pter of Canterbury for l eave to use it.



L IBRARY AT

aforesa id P rior, name ly, in the year of our Lord 1 5 08, and the year of
the reign of K ing Henry V I I . ,

The wri ter goes round the room,
beg inning at the wes t end.

He proceeds a long the no rth s ide , and retu rns a long the south
s ide, to the po int whence he s ta rted , enume ra t ing on h is way

the bookcases and the i r s he l ves , the vo l umes removed , and,

occas iona l l y, a note of the repa i rs requ i red . For my present
pu rpose I wi l l content myse l f w i th h is a cc ount of a s ing le
bookcase , the fi rs t on the l is t . The wr i te r beg ins thus :

“ From
the uppe r she l f on the ea s t s ide in the fi rs t s ea t (a

’
e superwr z

textu
“
ex or z

'

efl tz
'

pa r te in pr ima (s ic ) Th ree vo l umes a re

enume ra ted .

“ F rom the lowe r she l f (de z
'

zzfer z
'

or i two

vol umes .

“ F rom the upper she l f on the o the r s i de of the s ame

s ea t (d
’
e s uper ior i farm ex a ltem pa rte eiusdem seven

vo l umes .

“ F rom the lowe r she l f (d
’
e z

'

fzfer z
'

orz
'

five

vo l umes . In th is way e ight seats , i .e . bookca ses , are gone

th rough on th is s ide of the room . The wr i ter next tu rns h is
a t tent ion to the sou th s ide,

and goes th rough e ight more sea ts ,
beg inn ing wi th :

“ From the eas t s i de of the upper she l f on the
sou th s ide (de texta s uper z

'

or z
'

ex pa r te a us tra li In

pa r te or z
’

enta lz). The exam ina t ion was ev ident ly thorough ,
and,

as the s ame numbe r of s ea ts is enume ra ted for each s ide
of the room, we may,

I th ink
,
s a fe l y conc l ude tha t a ll were

examined , and tha t the who le numbe r in the l i b ra ry wa s

s i x teen.

The pa ss ages I have quoted shew tha t each of these book
cases had an uppe r and lowe r she l f on each s ide , on wh ich the
books s tood , s o a s to be conven ient ly cons u l ted by readers on

each s ide ; the book s were cha ined ; and, in consequence,
the re

mus t have been a des k , p resumably be lowthe she l ves on each
s i de ; and a s ea t for the reade r. I have embod ied thes e requ i re
ments in the accompanying s ke tch or d iag ram (fig . wh ich
ind ica tes a bookcase of the s ame type as thos e at Co rpus Ch r is t i

1 Reparaciones fac te circa l ibros qui continentur in l ibraria supra c apellam domin i
prioris v ide l icet in le new byndyng and bordyng c um c oopertoriis and le c laspyng and

chenyng ec iam c um diuers is l ibris ex dono eiusdem prioris v ide l icet Anno domini
M° ccccc ° vi ij° and Anno Regni Reg is henr ic i v ij° xx i i i .

Th is word seems to have been used at Canterbury to denote anyp iece of jo inery.

We have a lready seen it app l ied to a carrel l (p.
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L IBRARY OF THE SORBONNE , PAR I S [GHAR

a sho rt cha in abou t 12 in. long fixed on the uppe r edge of the

le ft - hand boa rd . The t i t l e is wr i tten on the m i dd le of the uppe r
edge of the r igh t - hand boa rd . I t is obv iou s tha t these vo l umes
mu s t have l a in on a des k w i th the i r t i t les u ppermos t ‘.

F ig . 63. i nterior of a L ibrary .

From a MS . of a Frenc h trans lation of the first book of the Consola tion of Ph i losofi/zy by Boeth ius
written in Flanders towards the end of the fifteenth c entury.

I t is probable tha t s im i la r fi t t ings we re used in the l i bra ry
of the So rbonne , Pa r i s , wh ich was fi rs t es tabl i shed in 12 89,

wi th
books cha ined for the common convenience of the Fe l lows (in
c ommunem soc iorum Th is l i b ra ry wa s d iv ided into

1 For th is information I have to thank my friend, Bernard W . Henderson, M. A . ,

Fe l low ofMerton Co l lege, Ox ford .

Del is le , Ca/n
’

ml (les fimmmrr i /s , 11. 186, ”ole.



v] CHR IST CHU RCH , CANTERBU RY

Co l lege , Oxfo rd . I f we may s uppos e tha t each of these ca ses
wa s two fee t w ide and e igh t fee t long l i ke those a t Me rton

F ig . 89 . S ketc h of th e probab le appea ranc e of a bookc a s e , a nd a rea der's s ea t , in

th e L ibra ry a t Ch ris t Ch urc h , Canterbury .

Co l lege , we c an a ccommoda te e igh t ca ses on each s ide of the

room (fig . wi th the s ame inte rva l be tween each pa i r as a t

tha t co l lege .

Le t us now cons ide r whe the r the l i bra ry as thu s a rranged
wou ld have had s u ffi c ient she l f—room. E a ch bookca s e be ing
8 fee t long wou ld conta in 32 fee t of she l v ing , and the 16 cas es
a tota l of 5 12 fee t . The ca ta logue made in the t ime of Pr ior
Henry of Eas t ry (128 5—133 1) enume ra tes 18 50 vo l umes ’. I f

we a l low two fee t and a ha l f for eve ry ten of these we sha l l
requ i re 462 7} fee t ; or in othe r wo rd s we c an a rrange the who le
co l lect ion in 14 s ta l ls

,
leaving 2 ove r for the add i t ions which

mus t have been made in the inte rva l be tween the m idd le of the

14th centu ry and the da te of Brothe r I ng ram
’

s resea rches .

If the s ke tch here g i ven of the probable aspect of th e l i bra ry
a t Chr is t Chu rch , Cante rbu ry, be compa red w i th the v iew of the

1 See above, p . 102 . The cata logue has been printed by Edwards , Memoirs of
L ibra r i es , 1. pp . 12 2—235 .

C. L .



CATALOGUE or L I BRARY AT [CHAR

l i b ra ry at Me rton Co l lege , Ox fo rd (fig . a fa i rly cor rec t idea of

a g rea t conventua l l i bra ry w i l l be obta ined . A ve ry s l igh t e ffor t
of imag ina t ion is needed to make the neces sa ry changes in the
she l ves , and to replace academ i c s tudents by Bened ict ine monk s .

Then
,
i f we conce i ve the she l ves to be loaded w i th manusc r ipts ,

many
,
of wh ich we re wri t ten in the ea rly days of the Eng l i sh

Chu rch
,
we sha l l be able to rea l i s e the fee l ings of Le land on

ente r ing the l i bra ry a t G las tonbu ry

I had hardly cross ed the thresho ld when the mere s igh t of books
remarkable for the i r vast antiqu i ty fil led me w i th awe, or I might a lmos t
say w i th bewi lderment : so that for a moment I could not move a step
forward '

.

I - propos e in the next p la ce to pr int a t rans la t ion of the

I ntroduc t ion to the ca ta logue 2 of th e Bened i c t ine Pr iory of

S . Mart in a t Dove r, wh i ch was a ce l l to Canterbu ry made
in 1389 by j ohn Whytfelcl. Th is ca ta logue does not ind i ca te
the s ta l l - sys tem ; in fac t I am a t a los s to define the prec i se
sys tem wh ich i t does ind i ca te. I pr int i t in th is pla ce on

a ccount of its inte rna l inte res t
,
and the evidence whi ch i t

a fford s of the ca re taken in th e las t qua rte r of the fou rteenth
centu ry to make book s eas i l y a cces s i b le to s cho la rs .

The present Reg ister of the L ibrary of the P riory of Dover, compi led
in the year of the Lord’

s I ncarnation 1 389 under the pres idency of

John Neunam prior and monk of the sa id Church , is separated into
th ree ma in d i v is ions . The object is that the firs t part may supply
informat ion to the precentor of the house concerning the number of
the book s and the complete knowledge of them : tha t the second pa rt
may s ti r up s tud ious brethren to eager and frequent read ing : and that
the th i rd part may point out the way to the speedy finding of individua l
treati ses by the scholars . Now a lthough a brie f specia l pre face is

prefixed to each part to faci l i ta te the understanding of i t
,
to th is firs t

part certa in genera l notes a re prefixed, to begin wi th
,
for the more

pla in understanding of the who le Register.
Be i t noted, then, firs t, that th is whole L ibrary is divided into n ine

severa l c lasses (Dis tinctions), marked according to the n ine first letters
of the a lphabet

,
wh ich are affixed to the clas ses themse lves , in such

a way tha t A marks out to h im who enters the firs t Class , B the second,

1 V i x certe l imen intraveram c um antiqnis s imorum librorum vel so lus conspectus
religionem, nescio an s tuporem, an imo inc uteret meo ; c aque de causa, pedem
paullulum s istebam. Le land , De S c r ipt. B r z

'

i . ed . Ha l l , I . 4 1.

9 Th is cata logue is in the Bodle ian L ibrary (MSS . I am indebted to my

friend Dr j ames for the admirab le trans lation wh ich I here print .
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signaa di s). Then aga in between other l ines ruled in red, verti ca l ly
first

,
on the le ft a numera l shewing the place of the book in order on

its shel f ; then the name of the volume ; th i rdly, the number of the
“

proba tory lea f ; fourth ly, the “ probatory ”
words (in the case of

wh i ch , by the way, re ference is made to the text and not to the

gloss); fifth ly, the number of leaves in the who le volume ; and,
lastly, the number of the treatises conta ined in it—all wri tten w i th in
the a foresa id l ines . In add i tion there wi l l be le ft in each shel f of th is
part, at the end, some vacant space, in wh i ch the names of books that
may be subsequently acqu i red c an be placed '

.

The mean ing of the wo rd “ d is t inct ion is the pr inc i pa l
d i ffi cu l ty in the way of unde rs tand ing the above des c r ipt ion.

I thought a t fi rs t tha t i t deno ted me re l y d i ffe rence of s ubject ,
and tha t g radus , a s in the ca ta logue of Queens ’ Co l lege ,
Cambr idge , wa s a s ide of a lectern. But the s ta tement tha t
the g rades a re numbe red “ from the bot tom and proceed
upwa rds c an ha rd ly be reconc i led wi th any a rrangement of

lecte rns . D is tinc tio p robably denotes a bookca se or pres s ,
d iv ided into 7 g rades , and p robably pla ced aga ins t the wa l l ,
the wo rd g ra ins he re mean ing a fl a t she l f, ins tead of one s et at

an ang le as in former ins tances . I f th is explana t ion be co rrec t
we have he re a ve ry ea rly ins tance of s he l ves in s u ch a pos i t ion.

My second example of a monas t ic l i bra ry fi t ted up a ccord ing
to the s ta l l - sys tem is the l i bra ry at C la i rvaux . As I have al

ready printed a fu l l des c r ipt ion of i t”, I need not do more in
th i s place than t rans la te the pas sage refe rr ing to the fi t t ings

Th is l ibra ry is 1 89 feet long, by 5 1 feet w ide ". In it are 48 seats
(ba rns), and in each seat 4 she lves (pan/prim ) furnished wi th books on

all subjects , but ch iefly bu i lding that conta ins the sa id
l ibra ry is magnificent, bu i l t of s tone, and excel lentlywe l l l ighted on both
S ides with five large windows , we l l glaz ed.

As the re we re so many as 48 bookcas es , tha t is , 24 on each
s i de , the bookca ses we re ev ident ly s paced w i thou t refe rence to

1 D r James has pointed out (Cd /li b. Ant. Soc . Oct. Pubi , No . xxxn .) that there
a re s ix MSS . from Dover Priory among Archb ishop Parker’s MSS . at Corpus Christi
Col lege, Cambridge . The first of these—a B ible in two vo lumes —is entered in the

cata logue of the Priory as A. 1. 2 , 3
—tl1at is to say it was in dis/inch?) A, gradus 1,

and the volumes
.

stood second and th ird in the gr adus .

2 See above , p . 1 1 2 .

3 The words a re : “contient de longueur LX I I I passées , et de largeur XVI I passées .

I have taken one pace = 3 feet.



v] C LA I RVAUX

the la tera l w indows
,
wh ich we re probably ra ised h igh above the

floon

The ca ta logue, from wh ich I have a l ready quoted the ve rs es
commemo rat ing the bu i ld ing of the l i bra ry, conta ins much
u sefu l info rma t ion respect ing the a r rangement o f the book s .

The ve rses a re succeeded by the fo l lowing introduc tory note

Repertorium omn ium librorum in hac Clarevallis bib l ioteca exis ten
tium a fratre Mathurino de c angeyo e i usdem loc i monac ho non s ine
magno labore edi tum.

Lege

Pro intelligentia presentis tabule seu Repertorn, seiendum est quod
a parte aqui lonari c olloc antur l ibri quorum litere capita les nigre sunt

,

quorum vero rubre a parte austra l i . Et omnes in c a ord ine a lphabetic o

sc ribuntur.

Utriusque autem partis primum analogium per l i tteram A s ignatur,
secundum per l i tteram B

,
terc ium per l i tteram C, qua rtum per l i tteram

D
,
qu intum per l i tteram E . Et c onsequenter cetera ana logia per

sequente s litteras alphabetic as .

Quodl ibet autem analogium quatuor habet partes
, quarum prima

s ignatur per l i tteram A,
secunda per B ,

tercia per C, quarta per D.

Prime part is primi ana logii primus l iber s ignatur per A. a . r
,

secundus per A. a . 2 , terc ius per A . a . 3 , et c onsequenter.

Secunde partis primus l iber s ignatur per A. b . 1
,
secundus per

A. b . 2 ; et de c onsequentibus s imi l is est ordinatio .

Tercie partis primus l iber s ignatur per A. c . I
, secundus per A. C. 2 ;

et c onsequenter .

Quarte pa rt is primus l iber s ignatur per A. d. r , secundus per A. d. 2 ;
et c onsequenter.

[In th is way five
“
ana log ia are enumerated ]

Et eadem est discipl ina et ordinac io de ceteris analogns prout
habetur in noviss imo quaternione e iusdem tabule, immo et in fronte
c uius libet analogii in tabe l la e idem appendente .

Hanc tabulam seu repertorium scrips i t quondam frater Petrus
mauray de Arec is oriundus . Vivus vel defunctus requ iescat in bona
semper pace. Amen.

The mos t impo rtant pas s age in the above note may be thus
t rans la ted

Read

For the right understand ing of the present table or method of

finding books (tubule sen reper tor i i), you mus t know that on the north
s ide are ranged those books whereof the capita l letters are b lack ; on
the south s ide those whereo f the capita l le tters a re red. All are set

down in a lphabetica l order.



L I BRARY AT CLAI RVAUX [CHAR v

On each s ide the first desk (ana logz
'

um) is marked by the letter A ;
the second by the letter B [and so forth] .

Each desk has four d ivis ions , the firs t of wh i ch is marked by the
letter a ,

the second by the letter b, the th i rd by the letter 5 , the fourth
by the letter (i . The firs t book on the fi rs t she l f of the fi rst desk is
marked A. a . i the second A. a . i i [and so forth].

The ca ta logue as we l l a s the des c r i pt ion makes i t pe rfect ly
c lea r tha t each desk , tha t is to say,

each bookcase
,
had fou r

she l ves ; and fu rthe r, as the au thors of the Voyag é L z
’

tte
’

m ire

(1708) ment ion cha ins ] , i t may be concl uded tha t there we re
desks , and s ea ts for readers

,
be tween each pa i r of bookcases . If

we place two she l ves on each s ide of the case we get a p iece
of furn i tu re p rec ise ly s im i la r to tha t in use at Cante rbury .

Voyage L i l/Jm ire, ed . 17 17, Part 1. p . 102 .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


L I BRARY AT

The gene ra l plan
'

and a rrangement w i l l be read i ly unde rs tood
from the g round - plan (fig . and the long i tud ina l sec t ion

Doubl e the $ 15 6 of Plan

F igs . 90, gr . G round - p lan and s ec t ion of L ibrary a t Ces ena .

(fig . copied on a reduced s ca le from those g i ven by the

lea rned G i us eppe Ma r ia Muc c ioli
,
who publ i shed a ca ta logue of
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CESENA

the MS S . in the l ib ra ry in 1780
1

and a l so from the genera l v iew
of the inter io r (fig . It is a long na rrow bu i ld ing , 133 ft . 4 in.

long , by 34 ft. broad 2, s tand ing eas t and wes t, so tha t its windows
face north and s ou th . It is on the fi rs t floo r, be ing bu i l t ove r
some rooms wh i ch once be longed to the convent , and is ente red
a t the wes t end th rough a lofty ma rb le doo rway . I nte rna l ly i t
is d iv ided into th ree a i s les , of wh ich the cent ra l is the na r rowes t ,
by two rows of ten fluted ma rble co l umns . Aga ins t the s ide
wa l l s and pa rt l y engaged in them

,
are two rows of s im i la r

co l umns . The a is les are d i v ided by p la in quad r ipa rt i te vau l ts
,

res t ing pa rt ly on the cent ra l co l umns , pa rt ly on those engaged
in the s ide - wa l l s , into e leven bays

,
each l ighted by two w indows

(fig . Thes e a i s les a re abou t 12 ft . wide. The cent ra l a i s le
,

8 ft. 3 in. wide between the co l umns
,
has a pla in ba rre l va u l t

,

extend ing from end to end of the bu i ld ing .

The influence of the Rena i s sance may read i ly be detected in
the o rnamenta t ion of the co l umns

,
bu t t races of med ieva l fo rms

s t i l l l inge r in the room. If the cent ra l a l ley we re wide r i t m igh t
be taken for the nave of a bas i l i ca .

F ig . 93 . Bookc a s e s at w es t end of south s ide of L ibra ry , Ces ena .

The re a re 29 bookcases in each a i s le . Be tween each pa i r of
cases the re is a wooden floo r

,
ra i sed in. above the gene ra l

leve l of th e room and the re is an inte rva l of 2 ft . 3 in. be tween
the cases and the wa l l , so tha t acces s may be read i ly obta ined
to them from e i the r end. The room is paved w i th ung la z ed t i les .

The wes te rnmos t bay is empty (fig . be ing us ed as a

Catalogus Codic um Manusc riptorum Malastes tianae Cze senatis B ib l iothecae
fratrum m inorum fide i eus todizeque Josepho Maria Muccio lo
ejusdem ord inis fratre et Ravenna tis c oenob ii a lumno . 2 vol s . fol. Caesenze , 1 780

—84 .

‘3 These meas urements were taken bymysel f, with a tape, in September, 1895 .



ves t i bu le, and the fi rs t bookca se
,
i f I may be a l lowed the ex

pres s ion,
on each s ide

,
is rea l ly not a bookca se bu t a s ea t (fig .

The cons t ru c t ion of these c ases is mos t ingenious , bo th as

regards convenience and economy of space .

.

If they we re

F ig . 94 . Part of a bookc a s e at Ces ena to sh ew th e s ys tem of c h a in ing .

des igned by the a rch i tec t who bu i l t the room,
he mus t have

been a man of no o rd ina ry o r ig ina l i ty. Ea ch p iece of fu rni tu re
cons is ts of a des k to lay the books on when wanted for use ,

a she l f for thos e not immed ia te ly requ i red , and a sea t for the
reader, whose comfo rt is cons idered by a gent le s lope in the

ba ck (fig . At the end next the cent ra l a l ley is a pane l
conta ining the hera l d i c dev i ces of the Ma la tes ta fam i ly.

The desk bearing a s ingle volume shewn on

'

th is seat (fig . 93) is modern.
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CHA INED BOOK AT GHENT [Cl-IAP.

wa s pr inted a t E i ch s tad t in Bava r ia , in 1479 . M. Fe rd . Vande r
Haeghen, l i bra r ian of Ghent , bough t i t in Hunga ry a few yea rs
s ince , and gave i t to the l i b ra ry wh i ch he so ably d i re cts . The

cha in is j us t 24 in. long . The l inks
,
of wh i ch the re a re ten

,
a re

s l ightly d i ffe rent from any wh ich I have figu red , each l ink be ing

F ig . 96 . Ch a ined book a t Gh ent.

compres sed in the m idd le so tha t the two s ides tou ch ea ch
o the r. The re is no r ing , but a l ink , ra the r la rge r than the

res t , is pas sed round the bar . It wi l l be obse rved tha t the
cha in is fas tened to the le ft - hand boa rd , and not to the r ight
hand boa rd a s in I ta ly . The p res ence of a t i t le wr i t ten on



S . MARK
,
FLORENCE : MONTE OL I VETO

pa rchment kept in pla ce by sfr ips of lea the r, and five bos s es
of coppe r

,
shew tha t the left - hand boa rd was uppermos t on the

des k . The pos i t ion of the cha in shews that when i t was
a t tached the book wa s intended to be en a des k , whe re the

bar mus t have been in front of, or be low, the des k ; but the re
is a l so a s ca r on the uppe r edge o f the r igh t - hand boa rd , wh ich
shews tha t at some previous pe r iod i t lay on a des k of wha t
I may ca l l the Zutphen type, where the bar was above the s loping
s urfa ce .

Wi th the l i bra ry a t Cesena may be compa red tha t a ttached
to the Dom in i can Convent of S . Ma rk a t F lo rence, bu i l t in 144 1

for Cosmo de i Med i c i—the fi rs t publ ic l i bra ry in I ta ly . It is on

the fi rs t floo r
,
and is approa ched by a s ta i rca se from the c lo i s ter .

I t is 148 ft. long by 34 ft . 6 in. wide ,
d ivided into th ree a is les

by two rows of e leven co l umns . The cent ra l a is le, 9 ft. w ide
be tween the co l umns

,
has a p la in ba r re l vau l t ; the s ide a is les ,

1 1 ft . wide , have quadr i pa rt i te vau l ts . In ea ch of the s ide - wa l l s
the re a re twe l ve w indows . In a ll these de ta i ls the l i b ra ry re

s embles tha t at Ces ena so c lose ly tha t I cannot he l p s uspect ing
tha t Ma la tes ta or h is a rch i tect may have copied i t .

The or ig ina l fi t t ings have been removed , bu t we lea rn from
the ca ta logue

2 tha t the books we re o r ig ina l ly conta ined in 64
bane/i i , ha l f of which we re on the ea s t s ide and ha l f on the wes t
s ide of the room. There wa s an ave rage of abou t s i x teen book s
to ea ch bane/i ns . The ca ta log ue a l so ment ions a G reek l i bra ry,
which had seven bane/i i on each s ide . Th i s was probably a

s epa ra te room.

The re is a s im i la r l i bra ry at the Bened ict ine Convent of

Monte O l i ve to,
nea r S iena ,

bu t i t is on a much sma l le r s ca le .

L i ke the othe rs , i t is d iv ided into th ree a is les by two rows of s ix
co l umns . The centra l a is le ha s a ba r re l va u l t

,
and the s ide a is les

quad r ipa rt i te vau l ts . It is 85 ft . long by 32 ft . broad . The re
a re s even windows on one s ide onl y. At the end of the l i b rary

,

approached by a fl igh t of th i r teen s ta i rs , is a room of the same

wid th and 2 1 ft. long, wh ich may have been used as an inne r
0

1 These meas urements were taken by myse l f w ith a tape , in Apri l 1898, and

verified in Apri l 1899.

2 Th is cata logue is in the S tate Arch i ves at Modena .



L I BRARY AT THE CONVENT or [CHAR

l i bra ry. An ins c r ipt ion ove r thedoor of entrance records tha t
th i s l i b ra ry was bu i l t in
Whi le d iscu s s ing the a r rangements of I ta l ian l i b ra r ies

,
I

mus t not om i t tha t at the Convent of S . F ranc i s at A s s is i ”. The

ca ta logue, da ted 1 Janua ry, 138 1 , shews tha t the l ib ra ry, even a t

tha t compa ra t i ve ly ea r ly da te , was in two d i v is ions : (1) for the
us e of the bre th ren ; (2) for loans to ext raneous pe rsons . Th is
ca ta logue, a fte r a br ief pre face s ta t ing tha t i t inc l udes

“
a ll th e

books be long ing to the l i b ra ry of the Ho ly Convent of 5 . F ranc is
a t A s s i s i , whe the r they be cha ined , or whe ther they be not

cha ined ,
” beg ins a s fo l lows

In the first p lace we make a l is t of the books wh i ch are cha ined
to benches (ba nd/i ) in the Publ i c L ibrary as fo l lows , and observe
that all the leaves of all the books wh ic h are in th is cata logue , whether
they are in qu i res of 1 2

,
10

,
8
,
or any other number of lea ves larger or

sma l ler,—every one of these books conta ins the denomination of the

qu i res , as appears in the firs t qui re
of each book on the lower margin : all

the qui res be ing marked at beginn ing
and end in black and red wi th the

figure here shewn, and the number of
the qu i re with in i t.
Moreover, the letters of the a lpha

bet that are placed on the top of the

covers ough t a ll to be fa i rly large and

entire ly black
,
as marked be low [in th is ca ta logue] a t the end of each

bookfl

Th is int roduct ion is s ucceeded by the l i s t of books . They
a re cha ined to n ine benches on the wes t s ide of a room

,
and to

the s ame numbe r on the ea s t s i de . The tota l is 170.

1 I v is ited Monte Ol i veto 19Apri l , 1899.

2 See Ueber Al i/i c ia ltarl ir/ze B ibliol/zeben , v . T. Gottl ieb . 8v0 . 1890, p . 18 1 .

I have twice v is ited Ass is i and examined the Cata log ue here referred to . My best
thank s a re due to Professor A les sandri for g i v ing me every as s is tance inmy researches .

3 Inprimis fac imus inventarium de l ibris in l ibraria publ ica ad bancos c a thenatis in
hunc modum. Et nota , quod omn ia fo l ia omnium librorum, qui sunt in i s to
inuentario s i ve per sexternos vel quinternos aut quaternos seu quemvis per a l ium
nume rum ma iorem vel minorem omnes quotquot sunt, nomina quaternorum tenent,
ut apparet in quo l ibet l ibro in primo quaterno in marg ine infer iori ; quare omnes sunt
ante et retro de nigro c t rubeo per ta lem figuram intus c um s uo numero s ignati .

I tem lic lere a lphabeti, qui desuper postes ponuntur, omnes debent es se aliquantulum

gros se et tota l iter nigre , s ic ut inferius in fine c uiuslibet l ibri s ignatur. The spots round
th is figure are a lternate ly b lack and red .
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VATICAN L I BRARY OF S I XTUS IV.

The rea l founde r of the Va t i can L i bra ry
, as we unders tand

the te rm, wa s N i cho las V . (1447 bu t he was unable to

do mo re than co l lect books , for wh ich no adequa te room
wa s provided t i l l the acces s ion of S i xtus IV . in 147 1. In

Decembe r of tha t yea r, only fou r months a fte r h is e lect ion,

h is Chambe r la in comm is s ioned five a rch i tec ts to qua rry and

convey to the pa lace a s upply of bu i ld ing - s tone “ for use in a

ce rta in bu i ld ing the re to be cons t ru c ted for l i b ra ry - pu rpos es ” ;

bu t the s cheme for an independent bu i ld ing , a s ind i ca ted by the
te rms he re employed , was soon abandoned , and no th ing was

done for ra the r mo re than th ree yea rs . In the beg inn ing of

147 5 , howeve r, a new impu l se wa s g i ven to the wo rk by the

a ppo intment ofBa rto lommeo Pla t ina as L ib ra r ian (2 8 Februa ry)2 ;
a nd from tha t da te unt i l P la t ina ’

s dea th in 148 1 i t went fo rwa rd
w i thou t let or h ind rance . Th is d is t ingu ished man of le t ters
seems to have enjoyed the fu l l confidence of the Pope

,
to have

been l i be ra l ly s uppl ied w i th fund s , and to have had a free hand
in the employment of c ra ftsmen and a rt i s ts to fu rn i sh and

deco ra te h is L i b ra ry. I t is pleas ant to be able to reco rd tha t
he l i ved. to s ee h is wo rk comp le ted , and a ll the book s unde r h is
cha rge ca ta logued . The enume ra t ion of the vo l umes conta ined
in the d i ffe rent s ta l l s , c los e ts , and coffe rs , wi th wh ich the

ca ta logue of 148 1 conc ludes , is headed by a rub r i c
,
which

reco rd s , wi th pa the t i c s impl i c i ty , the fa c t tha t i t wa s d rawn
up “ by P la t ina , l i bra r ian, and Demet r i us of L ucca h is pupi l

,

keepe r, on the 14 th day of S eptembe r, 148 1 , on ly e ight days
before h is dea th a.

”

an xv
‘ S ite/e, par Eugene Muntz et Paul Fabre ; Paris , 1887 (I b id. Fasc. The

former wi l l be cited as
“ Miintz ”

; the latter as Miintz et Fabre .

” My paper, of
wh ich an abstract onl y is here g i ven, has been pub l ished in the Ca in/1. Ant. Soc .

P rat . am! Comm. 6 March 1899, Vol. x . pp . 1 1—6 1 .

1 Th is document, dated 1 7 December, 147 1 , has been printed byMuntz , p . 1 20.

I am a fra id that th is order c an have but one meaning : viz . the excavation and

destruction of ancient bu i ld ings .

Th is is the date ass igned by P latina h imsel f. S ee below , p . 23 1 .

3 MS . Vat. Lat. 3947 , fo l. 1 18 b. Notatio omn ium li brorum B ib l iotheca: pa latinae
S ixti quarti Pont. Max. tam qu i in bauch is quam qui in Armariis et c aps is sunt a
Platyna Bibliothec a rio et Demetrio Lucense e ius a lumno custode die xi iii . mens is
Septemb . M .CCCC .LXXX I facta . Ante vero e ius dec essum dierum octo tantummodo.

Th is N ata l ia has been printed, Miintz e t Fabre, p . 2 50, but without the cata logue to
wh ich it forms an append i x . Th is , so far as I know , s till rema ins unprinted .
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F ig . 98. G round-
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SELECTION OF A S ITE

It is evident tha t th e L ib ra ry had s u ffe red cons ide rably
from the neg l igence of thos e in whose cha rge i t had been.

Many vo l umes we re m is s ing ,
and those tha t rema ined were in

bad cond i t ion. Pla t ina and h is mas te r s et to wo rk ene rget i ca l ly
to remedy thes e defec ts . The fo rme r engaged a b inde r, and

bough t ma te r ia ls for h is u se l ; the la t te r i s s ued a Bu l l (30 J une)
of except iona l seve r i ty”. Afte r s tat ing tha t

“ certa in ecc les ias t i ca l
and secu la r persons , hav ing no fea r of God befo re the i r eyes ,
have taken s und ry vo l umes in theo logy and o the r facu l t ies
from the l i b ra ry, wh i ch vo l umes they s t i l l p res ume rash ly and

ma l i c ious ly to h ide and sec re t l y to deta in su ch pe rsons are

wa rned to re tu rn the books in ques t ion wi th in fo rty days . If

they d i sobey they a re {pro fa c to excommun i ca ted . If they are

c le r i cs they sha l l be incapable of ho ld ing l i v ings , and i f laymen
,

of ho ld ing any office. Those who ha ve knowledge of s uch
persons a re to inform aga ins t them. The e ffect produc ed by
th i s document has not been recorded nor are we to l d wha t the
extent of the loss was . It cou ld ha rd ly have been ve ry extens i ve,
for a ca ta logue wh i ch Pla t ina prepa red , or pe rhaps only s igned ,
on the day of h is e lec t ion, enumera tes 2 5 27 vo l umes , of wh ich

770 were G reek and 17 57 La t in
”
. The number of the la t te r had

mo re than doub led in the twenty yea rs tha t had e laps ed s ince
the dea th of N i cho la s V . , an augmenta t ion due

,
in all p robab i l i ty,

to the act iv i ty of S i x tus h ims e lf.
The pla ce se lec ted to conta in th is extens i ve co l lect ion was

the g round - floor of a bu i ld ing wh ich had been e rected by
N icho la s V: and s ubsequent l y used as a p rovis ion s to re . The

pos i t ion of i t, and its re la t ions to ne ighbou r ing s t ruc tu res , wi l l
be unders tood from the a ccompany ing plan (fig . wh ich I
bo rrow from M. Fabre’

s pape r. In o rde r to shew . how the

bu i ld ing wa s arranged when i t wa s fi rs t bu i l t, before othe r
s t ru ctu res abu tted aga ins t i t , I have p repa red a second plan

(fig. 98) drawn from meas urements taken by myse lf.
The floo r is d i vided into fou r rooms by pa rty - wa l ls which

are probably o l de r than 147 5 , bu t wh i ch a re proved , by the

ca ta logue of 148 1, to have been in ex is tence a t tha t pe r iod .

1 Muntz et Fabre, pp. 148
—150, pa5 5 im .

2 l aid. p . 32 .

3 I bid . p . 14 1 . The cata logue is printed pp . 15 9
- 2 50.

C. L .



F ig . 97 . G round - p lan of part of the Va t i c an Pa la c e , s h ewing the bu i ld ing of N ic ho la s V . , a s

a rranged for l ibra ry purp os es by S i xtu s I V . , and i ts re lat ion to th e s u rrounding s tru c ture s .

From Leta rouilly, L e Va ti ca n, fol. Par is , 1882 , as reproduc ed by M. Fabre.
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Meloz z o da Fo r l i , who was pa int ing the re in In 1476

the pr inc ipa l ent rance wa s decora ted w i th s pec ia l ca re . Ma rb le
was bought for the

- doorca se, and the doo r i tse l f was s tudded
w i th 9 5 bronz e na i ls , wh i ch we re g i l t, as we re a l so the r ing and

knocke r, and the frame of t re l l is ed i ronwork wh i ch
hung wi th in the ou ter doo r.
The bu i ld ing is entered from the Cor tile del P apag a llo

"

th rough a ma rble doorway (fig . 98 , A) in the c las s ica l s ty le
s u rmounted by the a rms of S i x tu s IV. On the fr iez e are the

word s S IXTUS PAPA 1111. The doo rcase is doub t les s tha t made
in 1476 ; bu t the door, wi th its g i l t na i l s and othe r ado rnments ,
has d isappea red . Wi th in the doorway there has been a des cent
of th ree s teps at leas t to the floo r of the L i bra ry“. The fou r
rooms of wh ich i t was onc e compos ed are now u sed as the

Florer z
'

a or Ga rde-menble of the Va t i can Pa lac e ; a us e to
’

wh ich
they have probabl y been put eve r s ince the new L ib ra ry was
bu i l t at the end of the s i x teenth centu ry.

The La t in L i b ra ry
,
into wh ich the door from the court opens

d i rect ly, is a noble room
, 5 8 ft . 9 in. long, 34 ft . 8 in. wide, and

abou t 16 ft . h igh to the s pr ing of the vau l t . In the cent re is
a s qua re pier, wh ich ca rr ies the fou r pla in quad r i pa rt i te vau l ts ,
probably of br i ck

,
cove red w i th pla s ter . The room is at present

l ighted by two windows (B ,
C) in the north wa l l , and by anothe r,

of sma l le r s i z e
,
above the door of ent rance (A). Tha t th i s la t te r

w indow was inserted by S i x tus IV .
,
is proved by the presence

of h is a rms above i t on a s tone sh ie l d . Th is is probably the

window “
next the cou rt made in 147 5 . The windows in the

no rth wa l l a re abou t 8 ft . h igh by 5 ft . broad , and the i r s i l l s a re

7 ft. above the floo r of the room. Fu rthe r
,
there we re two

w indows in the wes t wa l l (5 , c ) a l i t t le sma l le r than those in

1 The entr ies referring to these purchases a re g i ven in fu l l , w ith trans lations , in
my paper above re ferred to.

9 The name is deri ved from the frescoes with wh ich its externa l wa l ls were
decorated during the re ign of P ius I V. (1 5 59 They repres ented pa lm trees ,
on wh ich parrots and other b irds were perch ing. Fragments of these
frescoes are sti l l to be seen. The court beyond th is del Portonc in di Ferro was so

ca l led from an iron gate by wh ich the passage into it from the Corti le del Papaga l lo
could be closed .

3 The d ifference of leve l between the floor of the court and the floor of the l ibrary
is e ighteen inches . An incl ined p lane of wood now replaces the steps .
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the north wa l l , and placed at a mu ch lowe r leve l , only a few

fee t above the floo r . These we re blocked when the Tor re
Borg ia was bu i l t by A lexande r V I . (1492 but the i r
pos i t ion c an s t i l l be eas i l y made out. Th i s room mus t have
been adm i rably l ighted in fo rme r days .

The room next to th is , the Greek L i b ra ry, is 2 8 ft. b road
by 34 ft. 6 in. long . It is l igh ted by a window (fig . 98, D) in
the north wa l l

,
of the s ame s i z e as those of the La t in L i b ra ry,

and by anothe r E) a good dea l sma l ler, oppos i te to i t .
Th is room was or ig ina l ly ente red from the L a t in L i bra ry by
a doo r close to the no rth wa l l (d). But

,
in 1480 , two la rge

open ings (e, f ) we re made in the pa rt i t ion- wa l l , e i ther because
the l ight was found to be defi c ient

,
or beca use i t wa s though t

bes t to th row the two rooms into one as fa r as poss ib le . At
some s ubsequent da te the door wa s blocked up, and the

open ing next to i t (e) was ca r r ied down to the g round , so a s to

do du ty as a doo r . The o the r opening (f ), about 7 ft . 6 in.

s qua re , rema ins as cons t ru cted .

The dec ora t i ve work of the bro the rs Gh i rlandajo c an s t i l l
be made out

, at leas t in pa rt, though t ime has made s ad havoc
wi th i t. The edges of the vau l t ing we re made prom inent
by c las s i ca l mo l d ings coa rse ly d rawn in a da rk co lou r ; and at

the key of each vau l t is a la rge a rch i tectu ra l o rnament, or coa t
of a rms

,
s u rrounded by a wrea th of oak - leaves and a co rns

, to

commemo ra te the De l la Rove re fam i ly. They are t ied togethe r
on ea ch s ide wi th long fl aunting r ibbons , wh ich , wi th the i r
shadows

,
extend for a cons ide rable d is tance ove r the vau l ts .

The sem i - c i rcu la r l une t tes in the uppe r pa rt of the wa l l unde r
the vau l ts are a ll t rea ted a l i ke , except tha t those on the s ides of
the room,

be ing la rge r than those a t the ends (fig . conta in
two s ubjects ins tead of one. The lowe r pa rt, for abou t 3 fee t
in he igh t, is pa inted to represent a so l i d ma rb le ba l cony

,
beh ind

wh ich a Doc to r or P rophet is s upposed to be s tand ing . He is

v is i b le from ra ther be low the wa is t upwa rds
,
and ho ld s in h is

hand a s c ro l l bea r ing an appropr ia te text . On each s ide of the

figure in the sma l le r l unet tes , res t ing on the ba l cony, is a la rge

1 I tem pro purganda b ib l iotheca ve lc ri et asportandis c alc inac ns duarum fenes
trarum fac tarum inter grze c am et latinam xx die qua s upra , i .e . 20 Aug . 1480.

Muntz , p . 132 .
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vase of flowe rs ; and beh ind i t a clea r sky. Round the uppe r
edge of the l unet te is a broad band of oak - leaves , and fru i ts
of va r iou s k inds . The figu res , of wh ich the re were ev ident l y
twe l ve or ig ina l ly, a re the fo l lowing, beg inn ing w i th the one a t

the north - eas t co rner ove r the doo r lead ing into the G reek
L i bra ry

,
and proceed ing to the r ight

1 . H I ERONYMUS . S c z
'

entz
'

am .rcr zptzcm rum (17710
,
et w

'

tz
'

a ca rm
'

s
‘

71071 amabz
’

s .

2 . GREGOR IUS . D ei sapz
’

efztz
'

am sa rdonyco et z ap/zyro non confer .

THOMAS . Legend illegi ble.

BONAVENTURA. F ructus scrip/w e est plem
'

twlo ceternw felic i9

9
°

ARISTO'

I
‘

ELES .

D IOGENES .

CLEOBULUS .

ANTI STHENES .

Soc RATEs

PLATO.

AUGUST] NUS. [Vz
'

lzz
'

l beam/s es! quam semper a lz
'

quz
'

cl legere

a u/ scri bere.

1 2 . AMBROS IUS . D iligen/z
’

am circa scr z
'

plura s sanctorum 150m l.

Legends illegible.

H

H

J erome and G rego ry occupy the eas t wa l l ; Thomas Aqu ina s
and Bonaventu ra the fi rs t l une tte on the sou th wa l l , over the
door of ent rance ; Aris tot le and D iogenes the hext

,
s ucceeded

by C leobu l us and Ant is thenes on the wes t wa l l ; on the fi rs t
l unet te on the no rth wa l l are Soc ra tes and P la to ; in the s econd
A ugus t ine and Ambrose

,
fac ing Aqu inas and Bonaventu ra . Thus

the eas tern ha l f of the l i b ra ry was p res i ded ove r by docto rs of

the Chris t ian Chu rch
,
the wes te rn by pagan ph i losophe rs .

The space on the no rth wa l l nea r l y oppos i te to thedoor
of en t ranc e , wa s occup ied by the fres co on wh ich Meloz z o da

Fo r l i was work ing in 1477 . I t was intended to commemora te
the es tabl ishment of the L i b ra ry in a pe rmanent home by
S i x tus the Fou rth . The Pope is s eated on the r igh t of the

s pec ta to r . On h is r igh t s tands h is nephew
,
Ca rd ina l P ie t ro

R ia rio
,
and befo re h im,

h is head tu rned towa rd s the Pope, to
whom he seems to be Speak ing ,

ano the r nephew, Ca rd ina l
G i u l iano de l la Rove re , afterwa rd s Pope J u l i u s the S econd.

At the fee t of the Pope knee l s Ba rto lommeo Pla t ina , the newly
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in fo rme r days , be fo re J u l i us I I . (1 503—1 5 13) bu i l t the Cor tile
di S an Damaso

,
i t had anothe r w indow in the m idd le of the

ea s t wa l l (ibiri . , H ), whe re the re is now a door. Noth ing certa in
c an be made out abou t its deco ra t ion.

It is much to be reg ret ted tha t so l i t t le is sa i d abou t the

g la z ing of the windows th roughou t the L i b ra ry. G rea t ca re was
evident ly bes towed upon them, and the engagement of fo re ign
a rt is ts , wi th th e pu rchas e of g la s s at Ven i ce, are proofs tha t
someth ing spec ia l ly bea u t i fu l was intended . Co lou red g las s is
ment ioned , wh i ch may have been used e i ther for c oa ts of a rms

and we know tha t th e Papa l A rms were to be set up in the

B ibliot/zeca sec reta—or for subjects . But
,
in fo rm ing conjectu res

a s to the t rea tment of these windows , i t shou ld be remembered
tha t the t ransm is s ion of l ight mus t a lways have been the fi rs t
cons ide ra t ion,

and tha t wh i te g las s mus t have preponde ra ted .

The rooms for the L i b ra r ian and h is as s is tants were in a

sma l l bu i ld ing wh ich abutted on the L i b ra ry at its S .W . co rne r,
and s tood between the two cou rts

,
obta in ing l igh t from eac h .

Ove r the door of ent rance wa s the ins cr i pt ion

S I XTU S I l l l PONT MAX.

B I BL IOTECAR IO ET . CVSTOD IBVS LOCVM ADD l T 1

The a c commoda t ion p rovided was not magn ificent , two
rooms only be ing ment ioned . A doo r (fig . 98, a ), now bloc ked ,
gave a cces s to the L i b ra ry from th i s bu i ld ing . It is inte res t ing
to note, as a proof of the r i chness of a ll the wo rk

,
tha t i t wa s

of inla id wood (p z
'

fzo inta rs iczta).

The work of fi t t ing up th is L ib ra ry occup ied abou t s ix

yea rs . It began in Septembe r 147 5 , and p roceeded cont inuous ly
to Janua ry 1477 , when Meloz z o

’

s fres c o was in prog res s . In

December of tha t yea r th e windows of the B ibliot/zeca secrete:

we re begun ; bu t du r ing 1478 and 1479 noth ing was done .

In 1480 work was res umed , and the la s t p ayment to pa inte rs
was made in 148 1.

Let us now cons i de r how thes e rooms we re fi t ted up for the

recept ion of books . I wi l l fi rs t co l lect the not i ces in the

Accounts res pec t ing desks , or bc mc lzi , a s they a re c a lled, and

1 Fabre, La Va/i cane, p . 465 , citing Band ini , B iblz
'

otlcecw filedic eo- Laurm h
’

ane

ca lalog m, l . p . x xxv i i i .
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then compa re them wi th the rooms themse l ves , and wi th the

des cr ipt ions in the ca ta logues , wh i ch a re fortunately ex treme l y
fu l l ; and I th ink tha t i t w i l l be pos s i b le to g i ve a c lea r and
cons is tent p i c tu re of th e a rrangements .

Pla t ina o rdered the desks for the La t in L i bra ry fi rs t, in
1475 . Th is is set down in the fo l lowing te rms

I have counted out, in the presence of Clement
,
s teward of the

household of H is Hol iness our Master, Salvatus the l ibrary- keeper
and Demetrius the reader (lector), 45 ducats to Francis

the ca rpenter of Mi lan, now dwe l l ing in the fishmarket of the c ity
of Rome , towards making the desks in the l ibrary ; and especia l ly
ten desks wh i ch stand on the le ft hand, the length of wh i ch is 38 pa lms
or thereabouts ; and so having recei ved a part of the money, the tota l
ofwh i ch is 1 30 ducats , he promises and binds h imse l f to do that wh i ch
i t is h is duty to do, th is t sth day of July,

The fu l l name of th is ca rpente r is known
,
from h is rece ip ts

,

to have been Frances co de Gyovane d i Box i da Mi lano. H e

rece i ved in a ll 300 duca ts ins tead of the 130 ment ioned in the

fi rs t ag reement, and when the las t payment wa s made to h im
,

7 J une, 1476, the fo l lowing exp lana tory note is g i ven :

Moreover I have pa id to the same [Franc is the carpenter] 30 ducats
for what rema ins due on 2 5 desks for the L ibrary : for the longer ones ,
wh i ch are I O in number, there were pa id, as entered above, I 30 ducats
for the rest there were pa id 1 70 ducats , making a tota l of 300 duca ts ,
and so he has been pa id in fu l l for all the desks , th is 7th day of June,
1 476

?

In 1477 the fu rn i ture for the next room, the B ibliot/zec a

sec reta or I nne r L ib ra ry, wa s begun. Th e wo rk was ent rus ted
to a F lo rent ine , ca l led in the Accounts mere l y Mag

‘

zscer j ean
mmcs faber lzgnizr zzcs cz

’

e F lorentia , but ident ified by M. Fabre

1 Enumerav i , praesente C lemente synesc alc ho fami l iae s . d. n. , S a l vato l ibrari o, et
Demetrio lec tore, duc atos XLV Franc is c ho fabro lignario med iolanens i habita tori

p iscinae urb is Romae pro banc h is B ibliothec re c onfic iendis , max ime vero decem quae
ad s inistram jacent, quorum long itudo est xxxvm palmorum, vel circa , et ita accepta
parte pec uniarum, cujus summa est centum et xxx duc atorum,

fac turum se deb itum
promittit et ob l igat, d ie xv Julii 1475 . Muntz , p . 1 2 r.

2 I tem sol v i e idem duc atos xxx pro reliquo XXV hanchorum b ib l iothecae : pro
longioribus autem qui sunt x solvebantur centum et triginta , ut supra scriptum est ;

pro reliquis solvebantur centum et septuag inta ; quae sumina es t tric entorum duc atorum
atque ita pro banc h is omnibus c i satis fa c tum est, (lie V11 J unii 14 76. Muntz , p . 1 16.

The rest of the money had been pa id to h im by insta lments between 15 Ju ly , 147 5 ,
and th i s date .
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wi th G iovannino dei Do l c i , one of the bu i lders of th e S is t ine
chape l . The mois t important ent ry re fer r ing to h im is the

fo l lowing

Master G iovannino, carpenter of Florence , had from me Platyna ,
l ibrarian of H is Hol iness our Master, for making the desks in the inner
l ibra ry, for the grea t press , and the settle, in the sa id room—all of

which were estimated by Master Francis of Mi lan at one hundred and

e ighty ducats—he had, as aforesa id, s ixty- five ducats and s ixty
O

groats

on the 7th May,

The las t payment on th i s account was made 18 Ma rch , 1478,
on wh ich day he a lso rece i ved e ight d uca ts for th ree frames

“
to

c onta in the names of the books , and for some repa i rs to old

desks ”. These frames were pa inted by one of Meloz z o da

Fo r l i’s wo rkmen
”
. In Februa ry, 148 1 , 12 book -ches ts we re

supphed
fl

The desks for the fou rth room or B io
'

liot/ceca pontific ia we re
o rde red in 1480

—8 1 . The workmen emp loyed were -G iovann ino
and his brothe r Ma rco .

Master G iovannino of Florence and Master Marco his brother, a

carpenter, rece ived xxv ducats in part payment for the desks wh i ch are

be ing made in the l ibrary now added by H is Hol iness our Master,
1 8 July, 1480

5
.

These wo rkmen rece i ved 100 duca ts up to 7 Apri l , 148 1,

but the a ccount was not then se t t led . Up to th is per iod the

bookcas es had cos t the la rge s um of 5 80 duca ts or, i f the va l ue

Magi ster Joanninus faber lignarius de F lorentia habuit a me Platyna s . d. n.

b ibliotheca rio pro fabrica banc horum B ib l iothecae sec retce , pro Armario magno et

S paleria ejusdem loci , quae omnia extimata fuerunt centum et oc tuaginta ducat’ a

magis tro Francisco de Mediolano ; habu it, ut praefertur, duc atos sexaginta qu inque et

bononenos sexaginta die V I 1 ma il 1477 . Muntz , p . 130 . There were 100 bononeni

in each ducat.
I—Iabuit ult imo duc atos octo pro tr ibus tabul is ex nuce c ornisa te (P)ad c ontinenda

nomina librorum e per le c ornise de tre hanch i vech i ex nuce die supradic ta ; nil

omnino restat habere ut ipse sua manu afii rmat, c omputatis in h is i l l is 1.x bononenis
qui superius sc ribuntur. Miintz , p . 1 30.

3 ' Ded i Joanni pic tori famu lo m. Melotu pro pic tura trium tabularum ubi des c ripta

s unt librorum nomina c arlenos XVI I I die x Oc tobris 14 77. I bid . , p . 13 1 .

I tem pro x 11 caps is la l is in bibliothec am secretam. Miintz et Fabre, p . 15 8 .

5 Magister Joanninus de F lorent ia et m. Marcus ejus frater faber lignarius habuere
duc atos xxv pro parte soluc ionis banc horum quae fiunt in b ib l iothec a add ita nunc a

d . nostro, die xv111 Juli i 1480. Muntz , p. 134 .
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who le L i b ra ry conta ined . MM. Muntz and Fabre pr int th is
enumera t ion,

but
, so fa r as I know

,
the cata logue i tse l f has not

as yet
'

been pr inted by any one. For my present pu rpose I
sha l l comb ine the head ings of the ca ta logue, the s ubjec ts , and
the numbe r of the vo l umes , as fo l lows

I nventa rium B ibl iothecae Pa lat inae D ivi Sexti Quart i Pont . Max.

[I . LAT IN L I BRARY .]

s inistram ingredientibus

In primo banco. [B ibles and Commenta r ies]
In secundo baneo. H ieronymus . Augu s linus

In tertio banco. Aagustinas . Ambros ins . Gregor ius

In quarto baneo. J oannes C/zrysostomus

In qu into banco. T/zonza s

In sexto banco. I n Theologi a . I n clioino ofi cio

In septimo banco. I us canonicum

In oc tauo baneo . I ns canonicum

In nono banco. I ns c ioz
'

le

In primo baneo ad dextram ingredientibus . P/zilosop/zi 5 3
In secundo banco . Astrolog i . I n Medicina 48

In tert io banco . Poe/oz 4 1

In qua rto banco . Ora tores 43
In qu into banco. JYistor ic i 3 3
In sexto baneo . I I istor ic i eccles ia stici 48

In septimo banco. Gramma tic i 4 7

[I I . GREEK L I BRARY.]

primo baneo B ibl iothecae Grecm. Tcstamentum

veins c i novum

secundo banco. Auctores cla r iores [Fa t/zers]
tert io baneo . Auctores clar iores

qua rto banco. Auctores c la r iores

qu into banco. [us c ivile ct canonicum

sexto baneo. I n P /zi losopbia
septimo banco . Ora tores c i K ile/ores

oc tauo banco. b
'
islon

'

c i . P oetce ct Gr amma tzcz



SUMMARY OF CATALOGUES

[I I I . I NNER L I BRARY . ]

[A. BANCH I . ]
In primo banco B ibl iothecae Sec retae. [B ibles , Fa t/zers ,

In secundo banco. I n T/zeologi a

In tert io baneo . I n P l n
'

losop/zia
In quarto baneo. I ns canonic um

In qu into baneo. Concilia

In sexto banco. I n Aslro/ogza . I n II eora zco. In

D almatico. I n Arabico

[B . ARMAR IUM.]
In primo a rmario B ibl iothecae Secretas . I ior i sa cr i e!

in dim
’

no ofifcio
In secundo armar io. I ns ca nonicum. I ns c ivile

In tertio armario. E xpos itiones . I n se ntenli is . P oetce .

Grannnatic i et H istoric i Greci

In " quarto armario. I n nzea
'

z
'

c ina . Ma i/zenza tic i et

A strologi . I ns canonic um et c ivile. Ora iores et

Rlzetores . P la tonis Opera . I n P /zilosoplzia

In qu into armario. Auctores cla r ior es

[C. CAPS/a ]
In prima capsa primi banch i B ibl iothecae Sec retae. In

In secunda capsa primi banch i . D iver sa fa cultas

[M iscellanea]
In prima capsa sec undi banch i . [P r ivi leges and R oya l

Let/ers in 3 volumes] .

In secunda capsa sec undi banchi [M iscellanea ]
In prima capsa terti i banch i P /i ilosop/zi .

In secunda c apsa tertii banch i
In prima capsa quarti banch i . H istor iei

In secunda capsa quart i banch i
In prima capsa qu int i banch i . [Ofi c ia l forms]
In secunda capsa qu inti banch i . I n Arabico

In prima capsa sexti banch i . I n I I istor z
'

a eccles iastica .

Ceremonia lia

In secunda capsa sexti banch i . Libr i s ine nomine aa
’

gninqnaginta pa roi et moa
'
ic i qnia

'

em volar is

[D . SPALERA. ]
In prima capsa spalerae B ibl iothecae Sec retae. I n P oes i .

Ora tores R/i etores

In secunda capsa . I n dioino ofi c io e?sermones
In tert ia capsa . Conc ilia cl Canon. D e potesz

‘
a te

In quarta et ultima capsa. I nM dic ina . I n Astrologia
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[IV. B I BL IOTHECA PONTIF IC IA.]

[A. BANCH I .]

In primo banco Bibl iothecae Pontific iw. Tes tamentnm

oetus et novum

In secundo banco. E xpos itor es
In tertio baneo . Augustinus

In quarto baneo. II ieronymns .

In qu into banco. I n T/zeolog ia

In sexto baneo. I n Tlzeologia

In septimo baneo. T/zomas

In octavo banco. I n P /zilosop/zia
In nono banco. [Greek and L atin Cla ss i cs]
In decimo baneo. I ns ca nonicum

In undec imo banco . [Civil Law]
In duodecimo banco. [N ew Testament. Fa t/zer s]

[B . SPALERA. ]

Regestra Pontific um h ic desc ripta in c aps is Spalerae
B ibl iothecae Pontific iae per P latinam B ibliothe
c arium ex ordine recond i ta et in capsa . prima

In secunda capsa Spalerae B ibl iothecae Pontific iae
In tertia capsa B ibl iothecae Pont . . Regestra recondi ta

par Platynam B ibliothec arium
In quarta capsa Spalerae B ibl iothecae Pontific iae Regestra
recondi ta

In qu inta capsa Spalerae B ibliothecae Pontific iae Regestra
recondi ta

Greek L ibrary
Inner

Bibl iotheca Pontific ia 1 2 seats
5 Capsae (Regestra)

2 5 9
1 1 5

[CHAR

the fo l lowing res u l ts

le ft hand, 9 seats
r igh t 7

8

6

Armaria
Capsae

Spa lera
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The B ibliotheca pontific ia is int roduced w i th the fo l lowing
head ing

In intima et ul tima sec retiori bibl iotheca ubi l ibr i sunt pretios iores .

E ach s eat has . two she l ves , and the tota l numbe r of vo l umes
is 277 as aga ins t 2 59 in 148 1 . Among the MS S: o ccu rs
“ Virgilius antiquus litteris ma ius

'

c ulis
”—no doubt the Va t i can

V i rg i l (Codex romanns ), a vo l ume wh ich fu l ly j us t ifies its place
among those te rmed libr i pretios iores .

Th i s ca ta logue c los es wi th the fo l lowing s entence

Fin is totius B ibliothec e Pontific ie : viz . omnium sc amnorum tam
Latinorum quam Grec orum in prima

,
secunda, tertia, et quarta e ius

distinc tione et omnium omnino librorum : exc eptis armarus et c aps is

et iis l ibris , qu i Graec i ex maxima parte, in s c abellis parieti adherentibus

in int ima ac penitiss ima B ibliothec e parte sunt pos i t i . Deo Laudes et

Gratias .

The inc rease be tween 148 1 and 15 12 in the number of

vo l umes in the pa r ts of the L ibra ry defined in the
.

above
ca ta logue wi l l be bes t unde rs tood from the fol lowing table ,
which shews tha t 13 1 vo l umes had been added in 3 1 yea rs .

1481 1 5 1 2

743 8 1 7

400 407
1 90 2 2 2

2S9 2 77

Tota l 1 5 92 1 7 23

Another ca ta logue, unfo rtuna te ly w i thou t da te ‘
,
bu t wh i ch

has eve ry a ppea rance of be long ing to the s ame pe r iod
, no tes

the rooms as the B ibliotneca mag na pnblica , i .e. the La t in and

Greek L i bra r ies taken togethe r, the B iolz
'

ot/zeca pa r t/a sec reta ,

and the B ibliotheca magno sec reta .

The ca ta logue d rawn up by Zenob io Acc ia iol i , 12 Octobe r,
offers no pecu l ia r i ty except tha t in the I nne r L i b ra ry

each s ea t is no ted a s having th ree rows of books , thus :

In primo bancho bibliothec e pa rve secrete
I nfra in secundo ordine

tertio
1 MS . Vat. 3946. MS . Vat. 3948 .
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CONTEMPORARY FRESCO

We may now proceed to a r range the L i b ra ry in a ccordance
wi th the info rma t ion de r i ved from the Accounts and the ca ta
logues , compa red wi th the g round - p lan (fig .

These au thor i t ies shew tha t in ea c h of the rooms the books
we re a rranged on wha t a re ca l led oanc/ci , or as they wou ld have
been te rmed in Eng land , desks , or sea ts , to wh ich the book s
we re a ttached by cha ins . It is obvious , the refo re, tha t the re
mus t have been a l so s ea ts for reade rs . A piece of fu rn i tu re
fu lfi l l ing these cond i t ions and cons t ructed twenty - five yea rs
ea r l ie r, is s t i l l to be seen at Ce sena , as I have j us t expla ined .

Fu rthe r
,
I

“ have examined a good many manus c r ipts now in the

Va t i can L i b ra ry wh ich fo rmed pa rt of the o lde r co l lec t ion ; and
whe reve r the ma rk of the cha inha s not been obl i te ra ted by
rebind ing, i t is in the prec ise pos i t ion requ i red for the above
sys tem.

I f I am r igh t in s uppos ing tha t the cases at Ces ena are a

s u rv i va l of wha t was once in gene ra l use , we shou ld expect to
find anothe r examp le of them in the Va t i can ; and tha t s uch
wa s the cas e, is proved by the evidence of a fres co in the

Ospeda le d i S anto S pi r i to a t Rome, represent ing the inte r io r of
the l i bra ry. Th is hospi ta l wa s rebu i lt by S i xt us IV . on an

enla rged s ca le‘, and a fte r its comp le t ion in 1482 , one of the

ha l ls on the ground floo r was deco ra ted w i th a se r ies of fres coes
represent ing the improvements which he had ca rr ied out in

the c i ty of Rome. Recent resea rches 12 ma ke i t probable tha t
the ea r l ie r p i ctu res in the s e r ies of wh i ch the l ib ra ry is one ,

we re se lec ted byPla t ina , and executed before h is dea th in 148 1 .

I am able to present to my reade rs a reduced copy of th is in
va l uable record (fig . 99) execu ted for me by S ignor Danes i

,

unde r the k ind s upe r intendence of Fa the r Eh rle .

The a rt i s t i c me r i t of s uch a wo rk a s th i s is not g rea t, bu t
I fee l s ure tha t the a rt i s t fa i th fu l l y rep roduced wha t he s aw

wi th the l im i ta t ions pres c r i bed by h is own want of s k i l l . The

desks bea r a gene ra l resemblance to those a t Cesena ; they are

pla ine r than the Accounts wou ld wa rrant, bu t th is may be due

1 For an account of what S i xtus accompl ished a t Sanlo Sp ir ito see Pastor, H istory
of t/ze Popes , Eng . Tran . l v . 460

—
462 .

Brockhaus , j anitscfieé ’s Reper tor iumf ur I Gcnstzwksensc/zaften , Band V11. (1884)
Schmarsow , Molaz za n

’
a For li pp . 202—207 .

l

C. L .
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to want of s k i l l on the pa rt of the a rt is t . The cha ins have a l so
been omi t ted e i the r for the same reason or from a wish to avo id
de ta i l . It w i l l be no t iced tha t ea ch des k is fu l ly fu rn ished w i th
vo l umes la id out upon i t , and tha t thes e va ry in numbe r and
s i z e

, and have d i ffe rent b ind ings . I t may be a rgued tha t the
a rt is t w ished to comp l iment h is pa t rons by mak ing the mos t of
the i r prope rty ; bu t I shou l d be inc l ined to ma inta in tha t th i s
wa s the no rma l cond i t ion of the L i b ra ry, and tha t the books ,
hand some l y bound and pro tec ted by nume rous bos s es of meta l

,

u s ua l ly lay upon the desk s ready for use .

I f th is fres co be compa red wi th the ea r l ie r wo rk of Meloz z o

da Fo r l i , i t is not d ifficu l t to i dent i fy fou r of the pe rsons present
in the L i b ra ry (othe r than the readers). The cent ra l figu re is
obv ious ly S i x tus IV .

,
and the Ca rd ina l to whom h e is speak ing

is
, I th ink , meant for G i u l iano de l la Rove re

,
a fte rwa rds J u l i us I I .

The fig u re immed ia te l y beh ind the Pope may be intended for
P ie t ro R iario, and the figu re beh ind h im is ce rta in ly P la t ina .

The o the rs
,
I take i t , a re s imply a t tendants .

Nor mus t i t be forgo t ten tha t , impo rtant as th i s fres co is

in connex ion wi th the L i b ra ry of the Va t i can
,
i t is of even

g rea te r inte res t a s a contempora ry representa t ion of a la rge
fi fteenth centu ry l ibra ry .

The a rrangemen t of each room is not qu i te so s imple a s

m igh t appea r at fi rs t s igh t ; and,
bes ides the des ks , the re

a re othe r p ieces of fu rn i t u re to be accounted for. We w i l l
therefo re go th rough the rooms in o rde r w i th the g round - plan

(fig . On th is plan the cases a re co lou red g ray, the readers
’

sea ts a re ind i ca ted by t ransverse l ines , and the interva ls a re

left wh i te.

La tin L ibra ry. The Accounts te l l us tha t the re were
10 s ea ts on the left hand of the La t in L i bra ry, and tha t these
were longer than the res t , mea s u r ing 38 pa lms each, or abou t
27 ft . 9 in. Eng l ish ‘.
As the d is tance from the cent ra l p ier to the wes t wa l l is

j u s t 27 ft . 6 in. ,
i t is obv ious tha t the c ases mus t have s tood

north and sou th—an a rrangement wh i c h is a lso conven ient
for reade rs

,
as the l igh t woul d fa l l on them from the le ft hand .

For th i s reason I have pla ced the fi rs t desk aga ins t the pier,
1 I have taken 1 palm z métre and 1 métre= 39

°

37 in.
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pas s age from doo r to door, and leaves a sho rt inte rva l be tween
the end s of the des k s and the oppos i te wa l l .

I nner L ibra ry . In th is room spa ce ha s to be p rovided for

(1) s ix s ea ts
,
each ho l d ing on an ave rage abou t 30 vo l umes ;

(2) a pres s (a rma r iam) wi th five d iv i s ions
,
and ho l d ing 938

vo l umes 3) a s e t t le (spa/era ) (4) 12 ches ts or co ffers (capsa ).
I have placed the a rma r innc at the end of the room,

oppos i te
the w indow. In th is pos i t ion i t c an be a l lowed to be 20 ft . in
w id th w i th 5 d iv is ions , ea ch

,
we wi l l s uppose, abou t 4 ft . wide .

Let us suppose fu rthe r tha t i t wa s 7 ft . h igh , and had 6 she l ves .

I f we a l low 8 vo l umes to ea ch foot , ea ch she l f wou ld ho l d 32
vo l umes

,
and ea ch d i v i s ion s ix t imes tha t number , or 192 .

Th i s es t ima te for each d iv i s ion wi l l g i ve a tota l of 960 vo l umes

for the five d iv i s ions , a numbe r s l ight ly in exces s of tha t
ment ioned in P la t ina ’

s ca ta logue .

Afte r a l lowing a space 5 ft . wide in front of the pres s , the re
is plenty of room left for 6 des ks , ea ch 2 1 ft. long . I have
p la ced the spa lli

'

era
,
wi th its fou r coffe rs (capsa ) under the sea t

,

be low the window . Th is p iece of fu rn i t u re, in mode rn I ta l ian
spa lli

'

era , F rench ejbanliére, is common in la rge hous es at the

present day. It us ua l ly s tand s in an ante - room or on a land ing
of one of the long s ta i rcases . A po rt ion a t lea s t of the spa lli

'

ere

u sed in th i s L i brary a re s t i l l in ex i s tence . They s tood in the

ves t ibu le of the present Va t i can L i b ra ry unt i l a shor t t ime ago ,

when the present Pope had them removed to the Appa rtamento
Borg ia , whe re they

‘

s tand aga ins t the wa l l round one of the

rooms . The re a re two d i s t inct des igns of d i ffe rent he ights and

o rnamenta t ion. The photog raph here rep roduced (fig . 100) was

taken spec ia l ly for my use . The spa/liere have evident ly been
a good dea l a l te red in the p roces s of fi t t ing up , and mo reove r

,

a s i t is impos s i b le to d i s cove r whe the r we have the who le or

onl y a pa rt of wha t once ex i s ted , i t is u se les s to make any

s ugges t ion, from the length of the po rt ions tha t rema in
,
a s to

wh ich room they may once have fi t ted . They a re exce l lent
spec imens of inla i d work . Tha t on the r ight, w i th the row of

c ros ses a long the corn i ce , is 6 ft . 2 in. h igh , and 66 ft. long .

Tha t on the left is 5 ft. 10 in. h igh , and 24 ft . 7 in. long . The

capsa p rojec t from the wa l l 1 ft. 4 in. ,
and are 2 ft. h igh . The i r

l i d s va ry a l i t t le in leng th, from 3 ft . 1 1 in. to 4 ft . 10 in.
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ACCESSOR IES

Bu t the pres ence of a spa lli
'

era is not the only pecu l ia r i ty
in the fu rn i tu re of th i s room. Pla t ina’

s ca ta logue shews tha t ,
connec ted in some manne r w i th each sea t , we re two co ffe rs

(capsa ) ; and we have s een tha t 12 su ch ches ts we re brough t
into the L i b ra ry in 148 1 . I have pla ced these in pa i rs a t the

end s of the des ks oppos i te the se tt le
I nnernzos t L ibra ry ,

or B ibliotlzeca pontific ia . This L i bra ry
conta ined 12 desk s . Thes e , from the i r numbe r, mu s t have
s tood eas t and wes t . There was a l so a spa lli

'

era
,
wh ich he l d

the Papa l Reg is te rs . I have placed i t in the reces s on the

no rth s ide of the room, wh ich looks as though made for i t .
It shou ld be

'

noted tha t the re was a map of the wo rld in the
L i b ra ry , for wh ich a frame wa s bough t in and a couple
of g lobes—the one ce les t ia l

,
the o the r ter res t r ia l . Cove rs made

of sheepsk in we re bough t for them in 1477
9
. G lobes wi th and

wi thou t s uch cove rs are shewn in the v iew of the L i bra ry of the

Un i ve rs i ty of Leyden taken in 16 10 (fig . and M. Fabre
rem inds us tha t g lobes s t i l l fo rm pa r t of the fu rn i tu re of the

L ibra ry of the Pa la z z o
'

Ba rberini in Rome , fi tted up by Ca rd ina l
F rances co Ba rbe r ini , 1630—40 3

.

Comfo r t was cons idered by the p rovis ion of a bra z ie r on

whee l s “ tha t i t may be moved from p lace to pla ce in the

L i bra ry‘”

The fo l lowing cu rious ru le , copied,
a s i t wou ld appea r

,
in the

L ibra ry i tse l f, by Claude Bellievre of Lyons
,
who v is i ted Rome

abou t 1 5 13, shews tha t o rde r was s t r i ct l y enfo rced

Nonnu l la quae co l leg i in b ibl iotheca Vati cani . Ed i ctum S . D . N .

Ne qu is in bibl iotheca c um a l tero eontentiose loquatur et obs trepa t,
neve de loco ad locum iturus s c amna trans c endat et ped ibus c onterat

,

Per lo tellaro e clel mappamondo b . 5 2 . Muntz , p . 129. H abuere p ictores
armo rum quae sunt fac ts. in (luabus sphwris so liclis et pro p ic tu ra mappemundi duc atos

I l l , (lie x 11 dec embris 1477. Miintz et Fabre, p . 1 5 1. Th is map had probab ly been
prov ided by P ius I I . (14 5 8 who kept in h is service G iro lamo Be l lav ista , a
Venetian maker ofmaps . Muntz c l Fabre , 126.

2 Expendi pro c ohopc rtura facta duobus sphaeris solidis quarum in a ltera es t ratio
s ignorum, in a ltera c os

'

mograph ia , duc atos 1111 v idel ic et c artenos XVI in oc to pe llibus

montoninis , c artenos xxv in m
'

anifac tura ; sunt nunc ornata graphio c um armis s . d . n .
,

die xx dec embris 1477 . Miintz et Fabre, p . 1 5 2 . M. Fabre quotes an ex tract in
pra ise of the map and g lobes from a letter written from Rome in 1 505 , La Va tica ne

dc S ix te I V. , p . 47 1 note.

3 I bia
’
. Mlintz , p .



VATICAN L I BRARY OF S I XTU S I V.

atque l ibros c laudat et in locum perc ommode reponat. U bique volet
perlegerit. Secus qui faxit foras c um ignominia mittetur atque hujusc e
loc i aditu deinc eps arc ebitur‘.

Before concl ud ing ,
I mu s t quote an interes t ing desc r ipt ion

of th is L i b ra ry by Monta igne

Le 6 de Mars [1 5 8 1] je fus vo i r la l ibrerie du Vatican qui est en

c inq ou s ix sa l les tout de su i te . 11 y a un grand nombre de l ivres
ataehés s ur plus ieurs rangs de pupitres il y en a auss i dans des comes

,

qu i me furent tous ouverts ; force l ivres écris a mein et notamment
un Seneque et les Opuscules de Plutarc he. J

’

y vis de remerc able la

s tatue du bon Aris tide 2 a tout une bele tes te chauve, la barbe espesse ,

grand front, le regard ple in cle douceur et de mageste
’

: son nom est

es c rit en sa base tres
Je la vis [la B ibl ioth ‘

eque] sans nu l le diffic ulté ; chacun la vo i t
e ins in et en extra it ee qu’i l veut ; et es t ouverte quas i tous les matins

,

et s i fus conduit partout, et convié par nu jantilhomme d
’

en user quand
je voudrois

‘
.

S i x tu s IV . intended the l i b ra ry a t tached to the Ho ly See
to be of the wides t pos s i b le use. In the document appo int ing
Deme t r i u s of Lucca l ib ra r ian,

a fter P la t ina ’

s dea th
,
he says dis

tinc tly tha t the l i bra ry has been got together
“ for the use of a ll

men of le t te rs , both of ou r own age , or of subsequent t ime
”
;

and tha t these are not rhe tor i ca l expres s ions , to round a phrase
in a fo rma l le t te r of appo intment

,
is proved by the way in wh ich

manu s c ripts we re lent out of the l i bra ry , dur ing the who le t ime

tha t P la t ina was in office . The Reg i s te r of Loans , beg inn ing
wi th h is own appo intment and end ing in 1485 , has been printed
by Muntz and Fabre

,
from the or ig ina l in the Va t ican L i b ra ry“

,

and a mos t inte res t ing reco rd i t is . It is headed by a few wo rds
of wa rn ing , of wh ich I g i ve the gene ra l s ense ra ther than a l i tera l
t rans la t ion.

Whoever writes h is name here in acknowledgment of
‘

book s re

c eived on loan out of the Pope
’
s l ibrary

,
w i l l incur his anger and h is

curse unles s he return them uninjured w i th in a very brie f period.

1 B ib l . Nat. Paris , MSS . Lat. 13 1 23 , fol. 2 20, quoted by Miintz et Fabre, p . 140.

Th is statue , found in Rome in the middle of the s i xteenth century , represents
Arist ides Smyrnaeus , a Greek rhetor ic ian of the second century a fter Christ. I t is

st i l l in the Vatican L ibrary, at the entrance to the Museo Cristiano.

3 In the om itted passage Monta igne describes a number ofbook s shewn to h im.

4
j ourna l (invoyage a

’
e M ic/tel a

’
o [Monta igne en. I ta li c

,
ed. Prof. A les sandro

tl
’

Ancona . 8vo. C ittad i Caste l lo , 1895 , p . 269. I owe th is quotation to M. Fabre .

5 Miintz et Fabre , p . 299.

6 I bid .
, pp. 269

—298 . MSS . Vat. Lat. 3964 .
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the re wa s a bookb inde r, a l so ca l led John. In the fo l lowing
yea r two keepers onl y are ment ioned , Deme t r i u s and Jos ias .

The la t ter d ied
'

of the plague in 1478 . The s a la ry of the

l i b ra r ian was at the ra te of ten duca ts a month , and tha t of ea ch
of h is subord ina tes at the ra te of one duca t for th e s ame per iod .

Th is a rrangement appea rs to have been confi rmed by a Bul l of
S i x tu s IV . be fo re the end of

'

1477
‘
.

These offi ce rs and P la t ina appea r to have l i ved toge the r in
the rooms adjo in ing the La t in L i b ra ry , as shewn by the a ccounts
for the pu rchase of bed s

,
fu rn i tu re , and the l ike“ ; and when

Jos ias fa l l s i l l of the plague , P la t ina s ends away Deme t r i us
and John the bookb inder , “ for fea r they shou ld d ie or infect
o the rs ”

Al l a rt i c les requ i red for the due ma intenance of the l ibra ry
we re provided by Pla t ina . The

-

cha rges for b ind ing and le t ter ing
a re the mos t nume rou s . S k ins we re bought in the g ros s—on

one occas ion a s many a s 600—and then prepa red for us e. A l l
othe r ma te r ia l s ,

as go l d , co lou rs , va rn ish , na i ls , ho rn, Clasps , etc . ,

were bough t in de ta i l , when requ i red ; and p robably u sed in
some room adjo in ing the l i bra ry. P la t ina a lso s aw to the

i l l umina t ion (minia tio) of su ch MS S . as requ i red i t .
Comfort and c leanl ines s we re not fo rgo t ten. There a re

numerous cha rges for coa l s , wi th an amu s ing a po logy for the i r
us e in w inte r “ because the place wa s s o co l d ”

; and for j un i pe r
to fumiga te (na

’ B rooms a re bough t to clean
the l i bra ry, and fox z ta i ls to dus t the books (ao

’
terg ena

’
os

I t shou ld fu rthe r be ment ioned tha t S i x tus a s s igned an

annua l income to the l i b ra ry by a brie f da ted 1 5 th J u ly , 1477 .

It is there in s t i pu la ted tha t the fees , pa id a cc ord ing to cus tom

1 I-Iabui ego Platyna sanc tiss imi domini nostr i bibliothec ar ius duc atos trig inta pro
sa lario meo

, quod es t decem duc a to rum in mense , ab id ibus Julii usque ad idus
Oc tobr is 14 77 , quemadmodum apparet in bul la de fac ulta tibus ofii c i is e t muner ibus

a sanc tiss imo domino nostro papa S i xto I I I I facta . I bid. p . 1 50.

2 Miintz , pp. 1 29, 133 .

3 I tem (l edi duc atos quinque pro quo l ibet Demetrio et Johanni ligatori libron im
quos ex mandato domini nos tri foras m is i , mortuo ex peste c orum soc io , ne ips i
quoque eo loc i interirent vel a l ios infic erent, (lie VI I I junl i 147 Muntz et Fabre,
P l 5 3 °

The entries a l luded to in th is account w il l all be found in Muntz and Fabre ,
pp . 148

—1 5 8 .
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by a ll offic ia l s appo inted to any offi ce vaca ted by res igna t ion,

shou ld thencefo rwa rd be t rans fe r red to the a ccount of the

l i b ra ry ’
.

Whi le S ix tus
'

IV . was thus engaged in Rome , a r i va l co l lec to r,
Fede r igo da Montefe l t ro

,
D uke of U rb ino (1444 was

devot ing s uch le is u re as he cou ld sna tch from wa r fa re to s im i la r
pu rsu i ts . The room in wh ich he s to red h is t rea su res is pra ct i ca l ly
una l te red . It d i ffe rs ma te r ia l l y in a rrangement from the othe r
l i b ra r ies of the s ame pe r iod . Th is d i ffe rente is pe rhaps due to
its pos i t ion in a res idence whi ch was ha l f pa lace , ha l f ca s t le.

It is on the g round floo r of a bu i ld ing wh ich sepa ra tes the inne r
from the ou te r cou rt . It mea su res 4 5 ft . in leng th , by 20 ft.

9 in. in wid th . The wa l l s a re abou t 14 ft. h igh to the spring of

the ba rre l - vau l t wh i ch cove rs the who le s pa ce . The re a re two

la rge windows a t the no rth end of the room,
and one at the

s ou th end . These a re abou t 7 ft . from the g round . The o r ig ina l
ent rance wa s th rough a doo r into the inne r cou rt , now blo cked .

In the cent re o f the va u l t is a l a rge eag le in re l ie f wi th E D . on

ea ch s ide of its head ; round i t is a wrea th of che rubs ’ heads ; .

and outs i de of a ll a broad band of flames and rays . The vau l t
is fu rthe r deco ra ted w i th is o la ted flames

, g i l t , on a whi te g round ”
.

The books are s a id to have occ up ied e igh t pres s es , or s ets of

she l ves , set aga ins t the eas t and wes t wa l l s
,
bu t our info rma t ion

on the s ubject of the fi t t ings is provok ing l y meag re . It is ch iefly
conta ined in the fo l lowing pa s s age o f a des c r ipt ion wri tten by
Be rna rd ino Ba l d i , and da ted 10 J une , 1 5 87 . Ba l d i , a s a na t i ve of

U rb ino , and in la te r l i fe a t ta ched to the se rvi ce of the Duke
,

mu s t have been we l l acq ua inted w i th the room and its contents .

La s tanz a des tinata a ques ti l ibr i e al la mano s ini s tra di c hi entra
nel Pa laz zo contigua al vest ibolo, o fenestre ha volte a

Tramontana
,
le qua l i per esser a l te dal pavimento, ed in tes ta de l la

s tanza , e vo lte a parte di c ie lo Che non ha so le, fanno un certo lume
rimes so, il qua le pare c ol non d is traer la vista c on la soverch ia abbon

danz a de l la luce, Che inv it i ed incit i co loro c he v’ entrano a studia re .

La s tate e fresch is s ima, l
’ inverno temperatame nte ca lda . Le seanz ie

de
’ l ibri sono accostate a l le mura , e d isposte c on mo lto he l l’ ord ine.

In questa fra gli a l tri l ibri sono due B ibb ie, una la tina scritta a

penna e miniata per mano di ecce l lenti ss imi artefic i, e l
’
a ltra Ebrea

1 The document is printed byMiintz and Fabre , p . 300 .

9 I v is ited Urb ino for the purpose of study ing th i s l ibrary 28 Apri l , 1900 .
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antich i ss ima scri tta pure a s i posa sopra un gran leggivo
d

’

ottone, e s
’
appoggia all

’

ale d
’
una grande aqui la pur d

’

ottone c he

aprendole la sostiene. I ntorno a l le corni c i Che ci rcondano la l ibreria s i

leggono scritti nel freg io questi vers i l .

In the preface to the ca ta logue of the l ibra ry publ ished a t

Rome in 1895 , the au tho r
,
a fte r quo t ing the above pas sage , add s

The re we re e ight pres ses each conta in ing seven she l ves ‘

The

a rch i tectu ra l deco ra t ions have a ll d is appea red , wi th the ex c ep

t ion of a fragment of a ped iment at the sou th end of the room
,

on wh i ch F . E . DVX is s t i l l v is i b le . The lec te rn is in the cho i r
of the ca thed ra l .

The B ibl ioteca Lau renz iana , orMed i cean L i bra ry, at F lorence ,
is the la s t I ta l ian l i bra ry wh i c h I intend to des c r i be .

Afte r the dea th of Pope Leo X . in 1 5 2 1, h is execu to r
Ca rd ina l G iu l io dei Med ic i , a fte rwa rd s P ope Clement V IL,
res tored to F lo rence the books wh ich the i r ances to rs had got

toge the r, and commi s s ioned M i che lange lo to bu i ld a room for

the i r recept ion . The wo rk wa s frequent ly inter rupted , and i t
was not unt i l 1 5 7 1 (1 1 J une) tha t the l i bra ry was fo rma l ly
opened .

The g rea t a rch i tec t
,
s uppo rted by the gene ros i ty of the

Pope ,
cons t ru cted an apa rtment wh i ch for conven ience and for

a ppropria te deco ra t ion s tand s a lone among l i b ra r ies . I t is

ra is ed h igh above the g round in o rde r to secu re an ample
s upply of l igh t and a ir, and is app roached by a double s ta i r
ca s e of ma rble . I t is 15 1 ft . 9 in . long ,

by 34 ft .
'

4 in. broad ,

and wa s o r ig ina l ly l ighted by 1 5 windows in ea ch of the s ide
wa l l s at a he igh t of abou t 7 ft. 6 in. from the floo r . The re is a

fl a t roo f of wood , ca rved ; and a pavement of te rra - cotta c on

s i s t ing of ye l low des igns on a red g round .

When the room was fi rs t fi t ted up the re we re 44 desk s on

ea ch s ide ,
bu t when the read ing - room wa s bu i l t at the beg inning

1 Al e/nor ie concernenli la Ci t/a (ti Urbino. Fol. Rome , 1 724 , p . 37 . See a l so
Vespas iano , Feder igo Dnca d

’

Urbino ; ap. Mai
,
S/i c i leg

‘iunc Romanmn
, 1. pp.

124
—128 ; Dennis toun, Ale/noirs of t/re D ukes of Ur bino, 8vo. 185 1 , 1. pp. 1 5 3

—160 .

The dut ies of the l ibrarian. wh ich remind us in many particulars of those of the

monastic a rma r ins , are trans lated by Dennis toun (p . 1 5 9) from Vat. U rb . MSS .

No. 1 248 , f. 5 8 .

2 Codi ces Urbino/es Gra ec i B ibl. Va t. 410. Rome , 1895 , p . 1 2 . For th is statement,
the wri ter cites Raffae l l i , I nzpa r z z

'

a le istor ia a
’
ell

’
nnione del/a B ibl ioteca (tum /e di

Urbino a lla Va ti cana di Roma . Fermo
,
18 77 , p . 1 2 .
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C inque and Ciap ino ,
bu t they a re now known to have been

des igned by Mi che lange lo. A rough ou t l ine in one of h is

F ig . 102 . Copy , s l igh t ly reduc ed , of a s k etc h by M i c h e lange lo for one of th e
bookc a s es in th e Med i c ea n L ibrary , F lorenc e .

s ke tch - book s
,
prese rved in the Cas a Buona rotti at F lo rence

w i th o the r re l i cs i l l us t ra t ing h is l i fe , and he re reproduced

(fig . unques t ionably repres ents one of these desks . The

ind i ca t ion of a human figu re on the s ea t p roves th e ca re
wh ich he took to ens u re a he igh t conven ient for readers .

These desks a re on the same gene ra l pl an a s thos e at

Ces ena , bu t they a re ra the r h ighe r and mo re r i ch ly o rnamented .

E a ch is 1 1 ft . 3
.

in. long ,
and 4 ft . 4 inf h igh . I t mus t be

adm i t ted tha t th e s t ra igh t ba ck to the reade r’s sea t is not so

comfortable as the gent le s lope provided in the o l de r example.

A frame for the ca ta logue hangs on the end of
"

each de s k next
the cent ra l a l ley. In o rde r to make c lea r the d i fferences in the
cons t ru ct ion of the des ks a t Ces ena and a t F lo rence I append
an e leva t ion of ea ch (figs . 103,
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Sca le of
‘ Feet.

I

F ig . 103 . E le vat ion of de s ks a t Ces ena .

Sc ale of
’ Feet

F ig . 104 . E leva t ion of desks a t F lorenc e .
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It w i l l be seen from the v iew
of one of the desk s (fig . 10 1) tha t
the books e i the r lie on the s lop ing
des k o r a re packed away on the

s he l f unde r i t . The re is an ave rage
of 2 5 books on ea ch des k . The

cha ins , a s a t Cesena ,
a re a t ta ched

to the lowe r edge o f the r ight boa rd ,
a t d is tances va ry ing from 2 in . to

4 in' from th e baCk Of the bOOk
F ig . 105 . A book in th e Med i c ea n L i

(fig . IOS). The s taple IS s unk lll tO bre ry , to s h ew a tta c hment of c h a in .

the wood .

The cha ins a re made of fine

i ron ba rs abou t one - e ighth of an

inch w ide
,
but not qu i te s o th i ck

,

fla t tened a t the end of ea ch l ink ,
and rounded in the cent re , whe re a

piece of the s ame i ron is lapped
round

,
but not so lde red . E a ch

cha in (fig . 106) is 2 ft . 3 in. long .

So fa r as I cou ld j udge a ll the

cha ins in the l i b ra ry are of the

s ame leng th .

- The re is a r ing a t

the end of the cha in next to the

bar, but no swive l .
The i ronwork by wh ich these

cha ins a re a t tached to the des k
is somewha t compl i ca ted . By the

k indnes s of the
-

l i bra r ian, S igno r
Gu ido B iag i , I have been a l lowed
to s tudy i t a t my le is ure ,

and to

d raw a d iag ramma t i c s ke tch (fig .

107) whi ch I hope wi l l make i t
c lea r to my readers . The loc k is
s unk in the cent ra l s uppor t of the
des k . The ba r pas ses th rough a

r ing on each s ide of th i s s upport
,

and a l so through a r ing nea r each F ig . Pie c e of c h a in in th e

M ed i c ean L ibra of th e
end of the des k . Thes e r i ngs a re “ ma ; s i z e ,

ry
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long a s the des k ; cons equent ly, when i t has been unlocked ,
and the iron

‘

bolt s ke tched above w i thd rawn
,
i t c an be tu rned

round by tak ing ho l d of the cent ra l i ron
,
and pushed to the

r igh t Or to the le ft, pas t the te rm ina l r ings . The cha ins c an

then be read i ly uns t rung , or ano the r s trung upon the ba r.

In the next chapter I sha l l des c r i be the changes in L i b ra ry
a rrangements adopted du r ing the pe r iod wh ich s ucceeded the

Midd le Ages ; but , be fore end ing th i s present chapte r , the re a re

a few po ints a ffec t ing the o l de r l i b ra r ies and the i r organiz a t ion
to which I shou ld l i ke to d raw a t tent ion.

In the fi rs t p la ce a ll med ieva l l i b ra r ies we re pra ct i ca l ly
publ i c . I do not mean tha t s t range rs we re let in,

bu t even in
thos e of the monas te r ies , book s we re let out on the depos i t of
a s uffi c ient cau t ion ; and in Hous es s uch as S . V i c to r and

S . Ge rma in des Pres , Pa r is , and a t the Ca thed ra l of Rouen, the

co l lect ions we re open to reade rs on ce r ta in days in the week .

The Papa l l i b ra ry and those a t U rb ino and F lorence we re a l so
publ i c ; and even a t Oxford and Cambr idge the re was pra c ti
ca l ly no object ion to lend ing books on good s ecu r i ty. S ecu la r
co rpora t ions fo l lowed the example s et by the Chu rch, and lent
the i r manus c r i pts , but only on s ecu r i ty. A ve ry rema rkable
example of th is prac t i ce is a ffo rded by the t rans act ion be tween
the Eco le de Médec ine , Pa r i s , and Lou is X I . The k ing wanted
the i r copy of a ce rta in work on med i c ine ; they decl ined to lend
i t un les s he depos i ted 12 ma rk s wo r th of pla te and 100 go l d
c rowns . Th is he ag reed to do ; the book wa s bo rrowed ; du ly
cop ied

,
and 24 Janua ry, 1472 , res to red to the Med ica l Fa cu l ty

,

who in the i r t u rn sent ba ck the depos i t to the k ing‘
.

As a gene ra l ru le , thes e l i b ra r ies we re d iv ided into the

lend ing l ibra ry and the l i b ra ry of refe rence . These two pa r ts
of the co l lect ion have d i ffe rent names g i ven to them. In the

Va t i can L i b ra ry of S i x tus IV . we find the common l i bra ry

(B ibliotheca conznznnis ) or publ i c l ibra ry
'

(B . pnbli ca), and the

res e rved l ibra ry (B . s ec reta). The s ame terms were us ed at

A s s is i . At S anta Ma r ia Nove l la , F lo rence, the re was the l ib ra ry,
and the les se r l i b ra ry (8 . minor). In the Un i vers i ty L i b ra ry

,

Cambr idge , the re was
“
the publ i c l i bra ry ” wh ich conta ined the

mo re o rd ina ry books and was open to eve rybody
, and

“
the

1 Frank l in, Anc . B ibl. de Pa r is , 11. 22 .
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pr iva te l i b ra ry whe re the more va l uable books were kept and
to wh ich only a few pr iv i leged persons we re admi t ted ‘. At

Queens’ Co l lege ,
in the same uni ve rs i ty, the books wh ich might

be lent (libr i clis i r ibnendi) were kept in a s epa ra te room from
those wh ich we re cha ined to the she l ves (libr i conca tena ti), and
at K ing

’

s Co l lege the re wa s a publ i c l i b ra ry (B . mag na ) and a

les se r l i bra ry (B . minor). In sho rt , in eve ry la rge co l lec t ion
some s uch d iv is ion was made, e i the r s t ru ct u ra l , or by means of a

s epa ra te ca ta logue
I have shewn tha t two sys tems of bookcas es

,
whi ch I have

ca l led lectern—sys tem and s ta l l - sys tem, were used in these
l i b ra r ies ; but , as both these have been copious l y i l l us t ra ted , I
need s ay no mo re on tha t pa rt of the s ubject . E labo ra te
ca ta logues , of wh i ch I have g i ven a few s pec imens , enabled
reade rs to find wha t they wanted in the sho rtes t pos s i b le t ime ,
and g lobes , maps

,
and as t ronomi ca l ins t ruments provided them

wi th furthe r as s i s tance in the i r s tud ies . Mo reove r in some places
the l ib ra ry s erved the pu rpose of a museum, and cu r ios i t ies of

va r ious k inds were s to red up in i t .
No p i ctu re of a med ieva l l i bra ry c an be complete unles s i t

be remembered tha t in many cases beau ty was no les s an object
than u t i l i ty. The bookcases we re fine s pec imens of ca rpent ry
work

,
carved and deco ra ted ; the pavement was of encaus t i c

t i les worked in pa t terns th e wa l l s we re deco ra ted wi th p las te r
work in re l ief ; the windows we re fi l led wi th s ta ined g las s ; and
the roof- t imbe rs were ornamented wi th the coa t—a rmou r of

benefacto rs .

Of these embe l l i shments the mos t d i s t inc t i ve was the g la s s .

At S t A lbans the twe l ve windows conta ined figu res i l l us t ra t ing
the s ubjec ts of the books placed nea r them. For ins tance , the
second window represented Rhe tor i c and Poe t ry ; and the figu res
se lected we re those of C i ce ro

, S a l l us t , Musaeu s , O rpheus . Ap

p ropr iate ve rses we re ins c r ibed benea th each . The who le s cheme

reca l l s the l i bra ry of I s idore , B ishop of S evi l le , wh ich I have

1 Th is statement rests on the authority of D r Ca ius , H ist. Cant. A cad . p . 89.

Cum duae b ib l iothecae erant, a l tera pr inata seu noua , a ltera pub l ica seu vetus
d ic ebatur . I n i l la optimi quique ; in hac omnis generi s ex peiori numero ponebantur.
I l la paucis , i sta omnibus patebat.

1 Ar c/z . H i st. 111. p . 40 1 .

C. L .
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a l ready des c r ibed ‘. In the l ib ra ry of. J esus Co l lege, Cambr idge ,
each l igh t conta ins a cock s tand ing on a g lobe , the emblem of

Bishop Al cock the founder , wi th a labe l in h is be‘

ak bea r ing a

s u i table tex t, and unde r h is fee t an ins c r i pt ion conta ining ha l f
the des igna t ion requ i red . For ins tance ,

the fi rs t two bookcases
conta ined wo rk s on Phys i c , and in the window is the wo rd
PH I - S I CA d iv ided be tween the two l ights 2. In E lect ion H a l l
at E ton Co l lege—a room o r ig ina l ly intended for a l i bra ry—we
find the C la s ses of C iv i l Law , Cr im ina l and Canon Law,

Med i c ine
,
etc ., i l l u s t ra ted by meda l l ions shewing a chu rch

counc i l , an execut ion, a phys i c ian and h is pa t ient
,
and the

l i ke”. A t the S orbonne , Pa r is , the 38 windows of the l i b rary
we re fi l led wi th the port ra i ts of those who h ad confer red s pec ia l
benefi ts on the co l lege‘; at F ro idmont I5 nea r Beauva i s the

a u tho rs of the Voyag e L itte
’

ra i re rema rk the beau t i fu l s ta ined

g las s in the l i bra ry ; and in B i shop Cobham
’

s l i b ra ry at Ox fo rd ,
acco rd ing to Hea rne , t he re “

was brave pa inted g la s s conta in ing
the a rms of th e benefa c tors , wh i ch pa inted g la s s cont inued t i l l
the t imes of the la te

Las t l y, I w i l l co l lect the difl erent te rms u sed to des igna te
med ieva l bookca s es . They a re—a r ranged a l phabe t i ca l ly—ana lo

g inm, bancns or banca
,
a
’

es cns
, g radns , s ta llnm,

s ta lla ,
s ta llns or

s tanlnm,
and s en

’
i le. I have some t imes though t tha t i t wou ld be

poss i b le to de term ine the fo rm of the bookcase from the word
u sed to des c r ibe i t ; bu t inc reased s tudy has convinced me tha t
th is is impos s i b le, and tha t the wo rds we re u sed qu i te loos e ly.

For ins tance , bancns designa tes the cases in the Va t i can L i bra ry
wh i ch represent a va r iety of the lecte rn- sys tem ; and its F rench
equ iva lent bane the cases at Cla i rvaux wh i ch we re s ta l l s wi th
fou r she l ves ap iece . Aga in

“ desk "

(a
’
es cns) is used inter

changeab ly with
“
s ta l l (s tat/am) in a ca ta logue of the Un i vers i ty

L i b ra ry, Cambr idge , da ted 147 3 , to des igna te wha t I s t rong l y
s uspec t we re lecterns ; in 1693 by B i shop H a cke t when de

1 See above p . 45 . Dr James has printed the verses from Bodl. MS S . Land. 697,

fol. 2 7 , ver so, in Ca ntb. Ant. Soc . P roc . and Comm. V111. 2 13 .

1 The whole series is g iven in Arc/z . H ist. 111. p . 461 .

3 I quote th is
'

ac c ount of the glas s a t Eton from Dr James , a t supra , p . 2 14 .

4 De L is le, Cabinet dc Manusc r i ts , vol. 11. p . 200 .

Voyage L i ttéra i re, ed. 1 7 1 7 , 11. 1 5 8.

B l is s , Reliqu ia’ I Iea rniance, I I . 693 ; ap . Macray, Anna ls , p . 4 .
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th e othe r hand , at S a int Ouen a t Rouen
,
th i s word '

indic a tes a

row of bookca ses , probably lecte rns . In a reco rd of loans 1 from
tha t l ib ra ry in 137 2 and fo l lowing yea rs , the books bor rowed a re

set down as fo l lows (to q uo te a few typ ica l ins tances)
I tem, digestum novum,

l inea I , E ,
I I .

I tem
,
l iber de regulis fidei, c um aliis , l inea I I I , L,

v111.

I tem
,
Tulius de offic iis , l inea I I a parte s inis tra

,
D

,
11.

Thes e ext rac ts wi l l be s uffi c ient to shew tha t the cas es we re
a rranged in th ree double rows , each double row be ing ca l led a

linea . Each lec te rn wa s ma rked w i th a let te r of the a l phabe t,
and each book w i th the number of the row, the le t te r of the
lecte rn to wh ich i t be longed , and its number on the lectern.

Thus
,
to take the fi rs t of the above ent r ies

,
the D iges t was to be

found in the fi rs t row, on lecte rn E , and was the second vo l ume

on the sa id lec te rn. It is evident tha t the re was a row of lecte rns
on each s i de of a cent ra l a l ley or pas s age, and tha t a book was
to be found on the r ight hand , unles s the left hand was spec ia l ly
des igna ted .

A ca ta logue h as been pres erved of the books in the cas t le
of Penis co la on the eas t coas t of S pa in,

when the ant i - pope
Bened i c t X I I I . ret i red the re in 14 15 . They we re kept in pres ses

(a rma r ia ), each of wh ich was s ubd ivided into a certa in numbe r
of compa rtments each of which aga in conta ined
two she l ves I s ugges t tha t th is p iece of fu rn i t u re
resembled , on a la rge s ca le

, Le Cha rt r ie r de Bayeux , wh ich I
have a l ready figu red (fig .

In conc l us ion
,
I w i l l quote a pas sage in wh i ch the wo rd

l ib ra ry des igna tes a bookca se . It
‘

oc cu rs in an invento ry of

the goods in the chu rch of S . Chris topher 16: S tock s , London,

made in 1488

On the south s ide of the vestrarie s tandeth a grete l ibrary wi th Ij

longe lec turnalles theron to ley on the bokes a.

I need ha rd ly remind my reade rs tha t the F rench word
bibliotlzéqne has the same double mean ing .

1 D a prét a
’
es livres dans l

'

abbaye de Sa int Ouen , sons C/za rlcs V. par L . De l is le .

B ibl. de I
’Eco/e a’es C/za rtes , ser . 111. Vol. 1. p . 2 2 5 . 1849.

2 Le L ibra i ri e a
'

cs Popes d
’

Av/gnon , par Maurice Faucon, Tome 11. p . 43 , in

B ibl . des Eco/es Franca z
'

ses d
’

At/ze
‘

nes c l de Rome; Fase. 50.

3 Ar c/ueologi a , Vol. 47 , p . 1 20. I have to thank my friend Mr P . T. Micklethwa ite,
arch itect, for th is quotation.



CHAPTER
'

VI I .

CONTRAST BETWEEN THE F I FTEENTH AND S I XTEENTH
CENTU R IES . SU PPRESS ION OF THE MONASTER I ES . COM

M ISS IONERS OF EDWARD V I . SUBSEQUENT CHANGES IN

L IBRARY F ITT INGS . S . JOHN ’

S COLLEGE, AND UN I VERS ITY
L IBRARY

, CAMBR IDGE . QUEEN ’

S COLLEGE , OXFORD .

L I BRAR IES ATTACHED TO CH URCHES AND SCHOOLS .

CHA IN ING IN RECENT T IMES . CHA INS TAKEN OFF .

HAVE now t raced the evo l u t ion of the bookcas e
from a cl umsy cont r i vance cons is t ing of two

boa rds set at an ang le to each othe r
,
to the

s ta te l y p ieces 0f fu rni tu re wh ich
,
wi th bu t l i t t le

a l te ra t ion, are s t i l l in use ; and I hope that I
have s ucceeded in shewing tha t the fi fteenth

centu ry wa s empha t i ca l ly the l i b ra ry - era th roughou t E u rope .

Monas te r ies , ca thed ra l s , un i vers i t ies , and secu la r ins t i tu t ions in

gene ra l v ied w i th each o the r in e rect in‘

g l ibra r ies , in s tock ing
them wi th books

,
and in fram ing l i be ra l regu la t ions for ma k ing

them us efu l to the publ i c .

To th is development of s tudy 1n all d i rect ions the s i x teenth
centu ry offers a sad and s ta rt l ing cont ra s t . In France the

Hugueno t movement took the fo rm of a b i tte r hos t i l i ty to th e

c lergy—wh ich , a fte r the fa sh ion of tha t day, exh ib i ted i tse l f in
a very gene ra l des t ru ct ion of chu rches , mona s te r ies , and the i r
contents ; wh i le Eng land w i tnes sed the s uppres s ion of the

Mona s t i c Orde rs , and the annih i la t ion
, so fa r as was prac t i cable

,

of a ll tha t be longed to them. I have shewn tha t mona s t i c
l i bra r ies were the publ i c l i b ra r ies of the M idd le Ages ; more



SUPPRESS ION OF MoNASTERIEs [CHAR

than th is
,
the la rger hous es we re cent res of cu l tu re and educa

t ion
,
ma inta in ing s choo l s for ch i ld ren

, and s end ing o l de r
s tudents to the Un i ve rs i t ies . In th ree yea rs , be tween 1 5 36 and

1 5 39 ,
the who le sys tem was swept away, as tho roughly as

though i t had neve r ex is ted . The bu i l d ings we re pu l led down,
and the ma te r ia ls so ld ; the pla te was me l ted ; and th e books
we re ei ther bu rnt, or pu t to the v i les t u ses to wh ich was te
l i tera tu re c an be s ubjec ted . I w i l l s ta te th e cas e in anothe r
way wh ich wi l l b r ing out mo re c lea r ly the resu l t of th i s
ca tas t rophe. Upwa rd s of e ight hund red mona s ter ies we re sup

p res sed
,
and

,
as a consequence , e igh t hund red l i bra r ies we re

done away wi th , va rying in s i z e and impo r tance from Chris t
Chu rch

,
Canterbu ry, wi th its 2000 vo l umes , to sma l l houses wi th

l i t t le mo re than the neces s a ry se rv i ce - books . By the yea r 1 540
the on l y l ib ra r ies left in Eng land we re thos e at th e two U ni

vers ities , and in the Ca thed ra l s of the old founda t ion. Fu rther,
the roya l comm is s ioners made no a t tempt to s ave any of the

books wi th wh ich the monas ter ies we re fi l led . In France in
1789 the revo l u t iona ry leade rs s ent the l i b ra r ies of the convents
they p i l laged to the nea res t town : for ins tance

,
tha t of C iteaux

to D ijon ; of C la i rvaux to Troyes ; of Co rb ie to Am iens . Bu t
in Eng land a t the suppress ion no s uch precau t ions we re taken
manus c r ipts s eem to have been at a d is count j us t then,

for

wh ich the invent ion of pr int ing may be to s ome extent re

s pons i b le ; the i r me rcant i le va l ue was sma l l ; p r iva te co l lectors
we re few. S o the mona s t i c l i bra r ies per i shed , s ave a . few

hund red manus c r ipts wh ich have s u rv ived to g i ve us an im

pe rfect not ion of wha t the res t we re l i ke.

How g rea t the los s wa s
,
h a s probably been reco rded by

more than one wri te r ; but for the moment I c an th ink of

no th ing mo re g raph i c than the wo rd s of tha t b i t te r p rotes tant
John Ba le, a contempo ra ry who had s een the old l i bra r ies , and
knew the i r va l ue. Afte r lament ing tha t

“ in turnynge oue r of

y
e
s uperstycyous e monasteryes so lyt le respec t was had to theyr

lybra ryes for the sauega rde of those noble and precyous e monu
mentes ”

(the wo rk s of anc ient wr i te rs), h e s ta tes wha t ought to
have been done

,
and wha t rea l ly happened .

Neuer had we bene offended for the los se of our lybraryes beynge

so many in nombre and in so deso late p laces for the mos t parte, yf the
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co l lec t ion was tha t of a cu l t i va ted layman,
and was compa ra

tively poor in theo log i ca l l i te ra tu re. Yet in th i s home of

a ll tha t was noble in l i tera tu re and s plend id in art (for the

D uke’

s copies a re sa i d to have been the fines t tha t cou ld be
bought) d id th i s c rew of ignorant fana t i cs c ry havoc, wi th
s uch fa ta l s u ccess tha t only th ree MS S . now s urvi ve ; and on

J anua ry 2 5 , 1 5 5 5—56, ce r ta in members of the S ena te were
appo inted “

to se l l , in the name of the Un i ve rs i ty, the book
des ks in the pub l i c l i bra ry. The book s had a ll d isappea red ;
wha t need then to reta in the she l ves and s ta l l s , when no one

thought of rep lac ing the i r contents , and when the Un i ve rs i ty
cou ld tu rn an hones t penny by the i r

I s uppos e tha t in those co l leg ia te and ca thed ra l l i bra r ies of

wh i ch some fragments had been s uffered to rema in
,
the gaps

caused by the des t ruc t ion of manus c r ip ts were s lowly fi l led up
by pr inted l i tera t u re. No new bookcas es wou l d be requ i red for
many yea rs ; and in fact , nea r ly a centu ry pas s ed away before
any nove l ty in the way of l i bra ry - fittings makes its appea rance .

Furthe r
,
when new l i bra r ies came to be bu i l t

,
the p rovi s ion of

s u itable fu rni tu re was not easy . The old s ta l l
,
wi th two she l ves

loaded wi th book s a t tached to them by cha ins
,
and a des k and

sea t for the use of the reade r
, was man i fes t ly no longe r adequa te ,

when book s cou ld be produced by the rapid i ty of a pr int ing
press

,
ins tead of by the s lownes s of a wr i te r’s hand . And yet,

as we sha l l see, anc ient fa sh ions l inge red .

So far as I know,
the fi rs t l i b ra ry bu i l t and fu rn ished unde r

these new cond i t ions in Eng land was tha t of S . J ohn’

s Co l lege,
Cambr idge . Th i s “ cu r iou s example of J acobean Goth ic fi ”

was

bu i l t be tween 162 3 and 1628, at the so le cha rge of B ishop
Wi l l iams

,
whose wo rk at Wes tm ins te r du r ing the s ame pe r iod

ha s been a l ready reco rded . The s i te se lected wa s the g round
be tween the second court of the co l lege and the r ive r, the
l ib ra ry - bu i ld ing be ing cons tru cted a s a c ont inua t ion of the

nor th s i de of tha t cou rt
,
w ith the l i bra ry on the fi rs t floor

,

and the chambers intended for the B ishop’

s Fe l lows and

S cho la rs on th e g round floo r.
The room, a fte r the fash ion of the o l der l ib ra r ies , is long and

1 Mac ray , nt supra , p . 13 .

9 These words were used by Profes sor “l i l l is , Areli . H i st. Vol. 111. p . 4 5 1 .



AT s . JOHN’

S COLLEGE, CAMBR IDGE

na rrow , 1 10 ft . in leng th by 30 ft . in bread th . Ea ch s ide - wa l l is
pie rced w i th ten lofty po inted windows of two l ights w i th t race ry
in the head . The s i l l s of these windows a re ra i sed 4 ft . above the
floo r

,
and the interva l be tween ea ch pa i r of windows is 3 ft . 8 in.

The re.
is a l so a wes te rn o r ie l , the founda t ions of wh ich are la id

F ig . 109 . Wes t orie l of th e L ibrary a t S . J oh n
’
s Co l lege , Cambri dge .

in the r i ve r wh i ch wa shes its
' wa l l s (fig . The name of the

founde r is commemo ra ted on the cent ra l gable by the le t te rs
I . L . C . S .

,
the ini t ia l s of j o/cannes L incolniens is Cns tos S igilli ,

the B ishop be ing a t tha t t ime keepe r of the Grea t S ea l , or, as we
shou ld s ay,

Lo rd Chance l lor . The da te 1624 ma rks the c om

pletion of the she l l of the bu i l d ing
1

1 For the h istory of th is bui ld ing see Professor Wil l i s , ut supra , Vol. I I .
pp. 264

—2 7 1 .



s . JOHN ’

S COLLEGE ,
CAMB R IDGE

The beau t i fu l fi t t ings (fig . wh ich a re s t i l l in us e
,
we re

comple ted befo re 1628 . Med ieva l a rrangement was not who l ly
d is ca rded

,
bu t va r ious mode rn fea tu res we re int roduced . The

s ide - wa l ls and window - jamb s are pane l led to a he ight of 8 ft. ;

and the corni ce of th i s pane l - work is cont inuou s wi th tha t of
the ta l ler cases—wh ich , as in the o l de r examples

,
s tand at r ight

F ig . 1 10 . Bookc a s e s in th e L ibrary of S . j oh n
’

s Co l lege , Cambridge .

ang l es to the wa l l s between each pa i r of windows . Befo re these
fi t t ings we re cons t ructed , cha in ing had been pract i ca l ly aban
doned

,
s o tha t i t was not neces sa ry to prov ide e i the r des k or s ea t .

In the pla ce, the refo re, of the reade r’s s ea t , a low bookcase
was set in front of each w indow . These cases we re o r ig ina l ly

5 ft. 6 in. h igh , wi th a s lop ing desk on the top on wh i ch books
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BOOKCASES IN THE SOUTH ROOM
,

po int , by the prov is ion of a sea t , 12 in. w ide and 23 in. h igh ,
extend ing a long the s i de of each case , and re tu rned a long
the wa l l between i t and the cas e next to i t . Th i s a rrangement
may s t i l l be seen in the two compa rtments at the wes t end of

the room,
one on each s i de of the door of ent rance . The end s

of the s ea t or ‘pod i um,

’

a re concea led by bo l d ly ca rved w ings
’

F ig . 1 11 . Bookc a s e s in th e L ibrary of Peterh ous e , Camb ridge .

The conven ience of th i s type of case was ev ident ly recog
nis ed a t once

,
for we find i t cop ied , more or l es s exact ly, in the

sou th room of the Uni ve rs i ty L i b ra ry a t J es u s Co l lege
at Gonvi l le and Ca i u s Co l lege at Emmanue l

Co l lege and a t Pembroke Co l lege
The sou th room of the Un i ve rs i ty L i b ra ry, on th e fi rs t floor

,

is 2 5 ft . wide and was o r ig ina l ly 67 ft . long . It was l igh ted
by e igh t w indows in the no r th wa l l , and by n ine w indows in the
south wa l l

,
ea ch of two l ights . The re was a l s o a w indow of fou r

l ights in the eas t gable , as we lea rn from Loggan
’

s pr int , and
probably a w indow in the wes t gable a l s o ‘

I t was ente red by a

1 Arc/i . H ist. ut supra , Vol. 1. p . 33 , and Vol. 111. p . 45 4 .

2 When the new facade was bui lt in the m iddle of the 181h century th is room was

shortened by about 8 feet, so that now there a re onl y 8 w indows on the south s ide and
7§ on the north s ide .





F ig . 1 1 2 . B ookca se s in th e s outh room of th e Un i vers i ty L ibrary , Cambr idge .
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UN I VERS ITY L IBRARY
, CAMBR IDGE

doo r, in the no rth - eas t corne r, approached by a v i ce
,
or tu rre t

s ta i r. Th is door wa s fo r tuna te ly left i ntac t when the ea s t
bu i ld ing was e rec ted in 175 5 . The room ha s been but l i t t le
a l te red

,
and s t i l l p rese rves the beau t i fu l roof, the cont ract for

wh ich is da ted 2 5 J une, 1466
1

We do not know anyth ing abou t the pr im i t ive fi tt ings , bu t ,
hav ing rega rd to the fa ct tha t the spa ces be tween the windows
a re ba re l y two fee t w ide , i t is p robable tha t they were lec te rns .

Mo reove r, a ca ta logue ,
da ted 1473, enume ra tes e igh t s ta l l s on

the nor th s ide ea ch conta in ing on an ave rage 2 1 books
,
and

n ine on the sou th s i de
,
each conta in ing 18 books ". Thes e

numbe rs , compa red wi th those ment ioned above a t Zutphen,

ind ica te lec te rns .

In the next centu ry th is room was a s s igned to teach ing
pu rposes , and the lec te rns we re e i ther removed or des t royed .

In 1645 the Un i ve rs i ty pe t i t ioned Pa rl iament to pu t them in

pos ses s ion of Archbi shop Banc roft’s l i b ra ry, wh ich he, by w i l l
da ted 28 Octobe r , 16 10,

had bequea thed to the Publ i c L i bra ry
of the Un i ve rs i ty of Cambr idge , shou ld ce rta in other prov is ions
not be fu lfi l led . The reques t wa s g ranted , 1 5 Februa ry, 1647 ,
and the books a rr ived in 1649 . The room in ques t ion, then
u sed a s the G reek S choo l , was o rde red , 3 September, 1649, to be
“ fi t ted for the d isposea ll of the sa id books wi thou t de lay. The

ex is t ing ca ses we re s uppl ied a t once
,
for Fu l ler . wri t ing in the

fo l lowing yea r, Speaks of them wi th commenda t ion3 . The i r
exac t da te is the re fo re known.

These ca ses (fig . 1 12 ) a re 8 ft. h igh from the floor to the

top of the ho r i z onta l pa rt of the co rni ce
,
and 22 in. broad .

They have the cent ra l p i la s ter ; bu t the sea t h as been cu t down
to a s tep, wh ich is inte r rupted in the m i dd le, so as to a l low the

cent ra l p i las te r to r is e d i rec t ly from the g round . The wing ,

howeve r
,
was too pi ctu resque a fea t u re to be d is ca rded , s o i t

was pla ced at the end of the s tep
,
and ca rr ied up

,
by means

1 The contract is printed and expla ined in A r c/t . I-l z
'

sl . Vol. 111. pp. 92
—6.

2 Comb. Am. Soc . P roc . Vol. 11. p . 2 5 8 . The cata logue is printed, with remark s ,
by H . Bradshaw , M.A . , Un i vers ity L ibrarian. I t shou ld be noted that on the south
s ide of the room, the first case only is ca l led ‘

sta l l ,’ the rema ining e ight a re ca l led
‘desks .

’

3 H i story of Ufz z
'

verrz
'

oi of Cambr idge, ed . Prickett and Wright, p . 160 . See a l so
Arc/z . l l z

'

rt. Vol. 111. p . 27 .



k rNG
’

s COLLEGE , CAMBR IDGE

of a long s lende r p ro longa t ion,
a s fa r a s the mold ing wh i c h

sepa ra tes the two pane ls on the end of the s ta l l .
These cases we re exact ly cop ied at Gonv i l le and Ca i u s

Co l lege ; and aga in a t Emmanue l Co l lege ; bu t in both thos e
examples the s tep is cont inuous . At J esus Co l lege the s ame

type is ma inta ined w i th the cent ra l p i la s te r and cont inuou s
s tep ; bu t the wo rk IS ext reme l y p la in, and there is ne i the r w ing
nor ped iment . At Pembroke Co l lege the re is a fu rthe r modifi

ca t ion of the type . The s tep d i s appea rs , and, ins tead of i t , a
pl inth extend s a long the who le leng th of the cas e . The wing ,

howeve r, rema ins , as a su rvi va l of the lo s t s tep
,
and he l ps to

gi ve d ign i ty to the bas e of the s tanda rd , wh ich is s urmounted
by a sem i c i rcu la r ped iment, benea th wh i ch is a band of fru i t
and flowe rs in h igh re l ief

‘
.

I wi l l now des cr i be a very inte res t ing bookcas e a t K ing
’

s

Co l lege , Cambr idge (fig . wh ich was pu t up in 1659, wi th
a beques t from N i cho las Hoba rt , fo rme r ly Fe l low ? I t rema ins
in its o r ig ina l posi t ion in one of the chape l s on the sou th s ide
of the cho i r , which we re us ed for l i bra ry - purpos es t i l l the pres ent
l i b ra ry wa s bu i l t by Wi lk ins in 182 5 . I t h as severa l deta i l s in
common

_w i th those at S . J ohn’

s Co l lege, as o r ig ina l ly c on

s t r uc ted , and wi l l he l p us to unde rs tand the i r aspec t before they
we re a l tered . The re is a lofty p l inth

,
a broad membe r inte rpos ed

be tween the fi rs t and s econd she l f
,
a cent ra l ve rt i ca l p i las te r ;

and
,
a s at Pe te rhouse , and e l s ewhe re, a s tep or

‘pod i um ’ wi th
a wing . But

,
w i th thes e resemblances to cases in wh ich book s

are a r ranged as a t p res ent , i t is cu r ious to find the us ua l
ind i ca t ions of cha in ing , wh i ch we

'

know from other s ou rces
wa s not g i ven up in th i s l i b ra ry unt i l 1777 . There a re locks
on the end of the case j us t be low eac h of the two she l ves , and
s cars on the vert i ca l p i las ters caus ed by the a t tachment of the
i ron- work tha t c a r r ied the bar . Further

,
j us t be low the broad

band
,
a piece of wood of a d i ffe rent qua l i ty h as been inse rted

into the p i la s te rs , evident l y to fi l l up a vacanc y ca us ed by the
remova l of some pa rt of the o r ig ina l s t ru ctu re, probably a des k
or she lf.

1 These descriptions are all borrowed from Professor Willi s , Ar c/z . H isl . Vol. 111.

W 45 4
—
45 8, 460, 465

2 A rc iz . H i st. Vol. 1. p . 5 38 .
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to have been N i cho las Hawkesmoore
, to whom the fi t t ings , pu t

up in the fi rs t fou rteen yea rs Of the e ighteenth centu ry
‘

, a re a l so
as c r i bed . Th is l i bra ry is 12 3 ft . long by 30 ft . wide . There
are ten bookcases on each s i de at r igh t ang les to the wa l ls
be tween the windows . E ach c ase is abou t 1 1 ft . h igh , and

2 ft. 6 in. wide ; bu t , though the i r o rnamenta t ion is in the

s tyle of the pe r iod , Of wh ich they are s plend id examples
,
the i r

genera l des ign exact ly reproduces the Old type. In the i r or ig ina l
s ta te they were provided w i th desks , though the re is no evidence
tha t the books we re cha ined ; they had only two she l ves above
tha t wh i ch was on the leve l of the top of the des k ; and the re
wa s a double sea t be tween each pa i r of ca ses . The s pace above
the second she l f, be tween i t and the co rn i ce

,
wa s occup ied by a

cupboa rd
,
handsome ly o rnamented wi th ca rved pane ls

,
for sma l l

books or manus c r ipts ". In fa ct . the onl y innova t ion wh i ch the
des igne r of these rema rkable cases permi t ted h imse l f to emp loy
was to make the mo l d ings of the i r corni ces cont inuous w i th tha t
of the pane l wo rk wh ich h e ca rr ied a long the s ides of the room,

and into the jambs of the windows . The space be low the des k
was u t i l i sed for books , but , as thes e were found to be inconvenient
of a cc es s , the des ks and sea ts we re taken away in 187 1 , and

dwa rf bookca ses prov ided in front Of the windows .

When the Dean and Chapte r of Cante rbu ry bu i l t the i r
l i b ra ry

,
now ca l led the Howley - H a rr i son L i b ra ry

,
in 1669

—
70,

they cons t ructed a room on s t r i ct ly med ieva l l ines . It is 65 ft .
long by 2 1 ft . broad , w ith s even equ id i s tant w indows in the north
wa l l and s ix in the s ou th wa l l . Th e bookcases , wh ich are p la in
med ieva l s ta l ls , project from the wa l ls at r ight ang les be tween
the windows .

The re is ano the r c las s of l i b ra r ies wh ich mu s t be br iefly
ment ioned in th is ch apte r, name ly , those connected w i th pa r ish

1 Th is date is g i ven on the authority of the present Provost, John R ichard
Magrath , D .D .

A v iew of the L ibrary in its origina l state is g i ven in Ingram
’

s fil emor ia/s
,

Queen’

s Col lege, p . 1 2 . An article in Note: and Q uer ies , _
6th Ser. I v . 44 2, by the

Rev . Robert Lowes Clarke , M.A . , Fe l low and L ibrarian, conta ins the fo l low ing
pas sage :

“ The bookcases were fitted with reading desks , as at the Bodle ian, and

there were fixed oak seats in each recess . These were convenient in some ways , and
helped to make th e room seem a p lace for study rather than a store for materia ls , but
they made the lower she l ves hard of access , and were removed in 187 1 to g i ve room
for new cases .

”



PAROCH IAL L I BRAR IES . GRANTHAM

chu rches and g ramma r - schoo ls . I s uppose tha t a fte r the des truc
t ion of mona s t i c l i b ra r ies all ove r the country, the dea rth of

books wou ld be acu te ly fe l t , and tha t g radua l l y thos e who had
the cause of educa t ion a t hea rt es tabl is hed l ibra r ies in cent ra l
s i tua t ions

, to wh ich pers ons in ques t of knowledge m ight reso rt .

SOUTH AISLE OF CHURCH

f oe-nu n A sun" : nu t

STAIRS FROM
SOUTH AISLE

F ig . 1 14 . Ground p lan of L ibrary , G ranth am , L inc o ln s h ire .

S c a le one quarter of an inc h to one foot.

The l i bra ry (fig . 1 14) at G rantham in L inco lnsh i re oc cup ies a
sma l l room,

16 fee t from north to sou th by 14 feet from ea s t to
wes t , ove r the south .porch of the pa r ish chu rch , approached by a

newe l s ta i r from the sou th a i s le . I t was founded in 1598 by
the Reverend Franc is Tr igg , rec to r of Wellbourn ; and in 1642 ,

Edward S k ipworth “
out of h is love and we l l- wish ing to lea rn ing ,

and to encou rage the v ica rs of Grantham to purs ue the i r s tud ies
in the winter - t ime, gave fi fty sh i l l ings , the yea rly inte res t the reo f
to prov ide firewood for the l i bra ry fire . F rom th is language I
concl ude tha t the or ig ina l g i ft of books wa s made for the benefi t
of the vica r for the t ime be ing .

C u L 0



LANGLEY , CARTMEL

The re a re th ree bookcas es s et aga ins t the wa l l s , ea ch abou t
6 ft . h igh and 6 ft . long. A cons ide rable numbe r of the book s
s t i l l bea r the i r cha ins , which a re composed of long fla t l inks
c lose l y resembl ing thos e a t Gu i l d ford , wi th a r ing and sw ive l
nex t to the ba r. The l i b ra ry— room, bookca s es , and books—was
ca re fu l ly res to red and repa i red in
At Lang ley Ma rye or Ma r ish in Buck inghamsh i re nea r

S lough , a l ib ra ry wa s founded in 1623 by S ir John Kede r
m ins te r “

a s we l l for the pe rpetua l benefi t of the vi ca r and

cu ra te of the pa r ish of Lang ley, as for a ll o the r m in is te rs and

preache rs of God’

s Wo rd tha t wou ld reso rt th i the r to make use

Of the book s the re in.

”

He pla ced i t unde r the cha rge of the fou r
tenants of h is a lmshous es , who we re to keep s a fe the books , and
the key of the room,

unde r s t r ingent pena l t ies ".
The l i b ra ry is a sma l l room on the south s ide of the chu rch ,

ente red through the s qu i re’

s pew, to wh i ch the re is a sepa ra te
doo r in the south wa l l . The fi t t ings a re of an unus ua l cha ra cte r

,

and have been prese rved una l te red . The who le room is pane l led
a t a d i s tance Of 1 5 in. from the wa l l , s o a s to make a s e r ies Of

cupboa rd s , in wh i ch the books a re conta ined . The doo rs of

thes e cupboa rds a re d iv ided into pane l s
,
a l te rna te ly squa re and

oblong . Each of the fo rmer conta ins a sma l l figu re pa inted in
co lou rs on a bla ck g round ; each of the la t te r a s h ie ld , or s ome

he ra l d i c devi ce . The inne r s u rface Of these doo rs is s imi la r ly
d i v ided into pane l s , on ea ch of wh ich is pa inted an Open book .

Above the cupboa rds , j us t unde r the fl at ce i l ing , is a se r ies of

mo re or les s imag ina ry lands capes , do ing du ty as a fr iez e . Ove r
the fi replace is a ve ry beau ti fu l p iece of decora t ion cons is t ing of

a la rge ova l sh ie l d w i th va r ious coa ts of a rms pa inted on i t . I t

is s et in an Oblong pane l , in the spand re ls of wh ich a re pa inted
sea ted figu res of P rudence, J us t i ce, Tempe rance , Fort i tude ,

w i th
the i r emblems and s u i table mot toes ".

In 1629, the fo l lowing ent ry o ccu rs in wha t is ca l led “
the

Chu rch Book of Cartme l , in Lancash i re

1 For these deta i ls I have to thank the late Canon H . N el son. I vis ited Grantham
in 1895 with myfriend Mr T . D . Atk inson, arch itect, who drew the above p lan.

li
’

epar l cf Comm.for Inqu ir ing concerning Cha r i ties , Vol. 11. pp. 95
—100.

3 Th is description of the l ibrary is partl y from my own notes , taken 7 Ju l y, 1901 ,

partly from Hornby ’s Wa ll's about E ton , 1894 .
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tha t i t needs no pa rt i cu la r des c r i pt ion. The doo rs a re r ich ly
ca rved , and on the corn i ce above them is the fo l lowing in

s c r ipt ion
,
ca rved in low re l ief :

THE G I FT OF HUMP l- I RY CHE
'

I
‘

HAM ESQ VIRE . 165 5 .

Bes ides thes e pa roch ia l l i b ra r ies Mr Chetham d i rected the

founda t ion (among o the r th ings) of
“
a L i b ra ry w i th in the Town

ofManches ter , for the U s e of S cho la rs
,
and o the rs we l l a ffec ted ,

to resor t the s ame Books the re to rema in a s a publ i c
L i bra ry for eve r ; and my Mind and Wi l l is , tha t Ca re be taken,

tha t none of the s a id Books be taken out of the s a i d L ibra ry a t

any the s ame Books [to] be fixed or cha ined , as we l l a s
may be, wi th in the sa i d L i b ra ry, for the be t te r Prese rva t ion
the reof. ” In orde r to ca rry out these prov i s ions the executo rs
bough t an anc ient bu i ld ing ca l led the Colleg e, wh ich is

known to have been comple ted before 1426 by Thomas Lord
de la Wa r re , a s a co l lege in connex ion w i th the adjo ining
co l leg ia te chu rch , now the Ca thed ra l ‘. The l i b ra ry was placed
in two long na r row rooms on the fi rs t floor, the o r ig ina l des t ina
t ion of wh i ch is unce rta in. They a re at r ight ang les to ea c h

o the r, and have a uni ted leng th of 137 ft . 6 in w i th a

bread th of 17 ft . The sou th and wes t wa l ls are p ie rced w i th
fou rteen th ree - l ight w indows , probably inserted by Chetham

’

s

execu to rs ; the eas t and wes t wa l l s are blank .

The ex is t ing fi t t ings , though they have been extens i ve ly
a l te red 2 from t ime to t ime

, a re in the ma in those wh i ch were
o r ig ina l ly pu t up . The bookcases , of oak , a re placed in med ieva l
fash ion at r ight ang les to the w indows . They a re 10 ft . long ,

2 ft . w ide , and were o r ig ina l ly 7 ft . h igh , bu t have been
pieced appa rent ly twi ce , so tha t they now reach a s h igh as the

wa l l - p la te. Ea ch pa i r of cases is 6 ft. apa rt, so a s to make
a sma l l c ompa r tment, c losed by wooden ga tes , wh ich now open

1 The arch itectura l h istory of these bui ldings has been admirab ly worked out, in

Old H at/s in Lancash i re and Cheshire, by H enry Taylor, Arch itect, 4to . Manchester,
1884 , pp. 3 1

—
46.

2 These a lterat ions probab l y began when the fol lowing Order was
’

made

Tues day , 24 Jul y. 1 787 . That a Comm ittee be appointed to inspect the L ibrary
a long with the L ibrarian, cons isting of the Treas urer And that such
Committee sha l l have power to repa ir and make such Alterations in the L ibrary as
theymay th ink proper. No Order for tak ing 05 the cha ins has been d iscovered .
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in
‘

the m idd le ; but a lock a t tached to one s ide of the end of

ea ch case ind i ca tes tha t o r ig ina l l y the ga tes we re in one piece .

The cases a re qu i te pla in, wi th the except ion of a few pane l s a t

the end. On the uppe rmos t of these , wh ich is Oblong , and

extend s from s ide to s ide of the case
,
the s ubjects of the work s

a re wri t ten : a s , PH ILOSOPI I IA ; and benea th , in sma l le r cha ra c
te rs , Ma thema ti c a , Phys i ca , fifetophj /s ic a . Al l ind i ca t ions of

cha ining ha ve been obl i te ra ted , bu t a refe rence to the ea r l ies t
account - book wh ich h as been p rese rved , tha t beg inn ing 20 Apr i l,
1685 , shews tha t the founde r

’

s d i rect ions we re obeyed

20 Apr. 1685 . To James W i lson for Cheining ten

book s o 2 6

1686. for making 26

large Claspes and Che ining 26

bookes

9 Mar. 1686 —8 7 . for Cheining and

Clasping 1 2 doz . bookes .

Cha ins we re evident l y kept a s a pa r t Of the s tock - ia - t rade
of the l i b ra ry

,
to be u s ed a s requ i red , for, a t the end of an

I nvento ry taken 18 November, 1684, we find

Alsoe in theL ibrary two globes ; th ree Mapps two queres of larg
paper to make tables ; a paper fol—booke A Ruleing penn 2 4 dossen

Cha ins ; A geniologic al roul ; and a larg serpent or snaks skin.

A t Wimbo rne Mins te r the books a re placed in a sma l l room
,

abou t fi fteen fee t s qua re ,
ove r the ves t ry, a bu i l d ing in the

Deco ra ted s tyle, s i tua ted be tween th e

sou th t rans ept and the south a is le Of the

cho i r . Acces s to th is room is Obta ined
by a tu rre t - s ta i r at the sou th - wes t co rne r .
I t wa s fi t ted up a s a l i bra ry in 1686,

when the g rea ter pa r t of the book s we re

gi ven by the Rev . Wi l l iam S tone . The re
are two pla in wooden she lves , ca rr ied
round th ree s i des of the room. The

cha ins a re a t tached to the r ight - hand
boa rd of ea ch book , ins tead of to the

le ft - hand boa rd , and they a re made of

i ron wi re
,
tw is ted a s shewn in the s ke tch F ig u s . R ing a nd l ink

of c h a in : W imbo ne

(fig . The sw1vel, 1ns tead of be ing M inn " ,

r
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cent ra l , plays in a twi s t Of the w i re wh ich fo rms the r ing
a t tached to the book . The i ron ba rs are s upported on eyes

,

and a re sec u red by a tongue of i ron pas s ed over a '

s taple fi xed
into the bracke t wh i ch s upports the she l f. The tongue wa s

o r ig ina l ly kept in its place by a pad lock , now replaced by
a wooden peg . No des k was a t tached to the she l ves

,
bu t in

l ieu of i t a portable des k and s too l were . provided ‘.
A l ibra ry was bu i l t ove r the porch of the pa r i sh chu rch a t

Denchwo rth ’
,
Be rks , in 1693, and

“
s toc ked w i th 100 books we l l

s ecu red w i th cha ins ,
” p res umably for the use of the vi ca r and

h is s ucces sors ; and in 17 1 5 , Wi l l iam B rews te r, M.D .

,
bequea thed

2 8 5 vo l umes to the chu rchwa rdens of A l l S a ints ’ Church
,
He re

fo rd , for the same pu rpos e”. The book s were placed in the

ves t ry
,
whe re they s t i l l are. They are a ll cha ined on a sys tem

copied from tha t in use a t the Chapter L i b ra ry .

In add i t ion to co l lect ions of books
,
wh i ch va r ied in extent

a ccord ing to the tas te, or the means
,
of the dono r

,
S ing le vo l umes

a re o ften found cha ined in chu rches . These do not come w i th in
the s cope of th is E s s ay , and I wi l l the re fo re pas s on to no t i ce
some l ib ra r ies connected w i th G ramma r S choo ls .

At Abingdon in Be rksh i re , the s choo l
,
founded 1 563 , had

a l ib ra ry, s ome vo l umes of wh ich , bea r ing the i r cha ins , a re s t i l l
p rese rved . There was a s imi la r co l lec t ion at Bi ces te r in Oxfo rd
sh i re ,

whe re a s choo l is sa id to have been in ex is tence be fo re
1 5 70. In 1 5 7 1 J ames P i l k ing ton, B i shop of Du rham (1 56 1

by w i l l da ted 4 Februa ry in tha t yea r, bequea thed h is
book s to the s choo l at R i v ing ton in Lancash i re .

-The fo l lowing
ext ra cts from the s ta t u tes

,
s a i d to have been made Sho rt l y a fte r

the a rr i va l of the books , rem ind us ofmonas t i c p rovis ions ‘.
The Governors sha l l the fi rst day of every qua rter when they come

to the Schoo l take an account of all such books as have been gi ven to

She/c ites of E nglish L itera tur e, by Clara Lucas
_

Ba l four, 1 2mo . Lond. 185 2 .

Introduction. In the description of the l ibrary there g i ven the padlock s are specia l ly
mentioned . Compare a l so , A [fistory of Wimbon ze 11/1

'

nster , 8vo. Lond. 1860 ; and

Hutch ins ' Dome/sh i re, ed . 1803 , Vol. 11. p . 5 5 4 .

Notes and Quer ies , Series 6, Vol. w . p . 304 . The l ibrary was des troyed in
1 85 2 when the Church was res tored by Mr George S treet, Arch itect.

3 The H is tory of A/l S a ints
’

Chur c h , Hereford, by Rev. G . H . Culshaw, M.A .
,

8vo . Here ford, 1892 .

01d Chu rc h and S chool L ibra ri es of Lanca sh ir e, by R . C . Christie , Chetham
Soc .

, 1885 , p . 189.
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I have a l ready trust for the use of Bury Parish and the

countrie therabouts , of minis ters a lso at ther metinge and of sebolo
ma is ters and others that seek for learninge and knowledge, above s ix

hundreth bookes , and some other such th ings as I though t might he lpe
for the i r del igh t, and refresh s tudents , as globes mappes pictures and

some other th ings not every wheare to bee seene.

Th is language shews tha t th i s provident benefactor intended
h is l i bra ry to be publ i c . It is pleas ant to be able to reco rd tha t
some of the books wh ich he ga ve are s t i l l in ex is tence ‘

.

La s t ly I wi l l figu re (fig . 1 16) the p res s g i ven in 1694 by
Jame s Leave r c itison Of London

,
to the G ramma r S choo l at

Bo l ton in Lancash i re . It c lose l y res embles those g i ven by
Humph ry Chetham to Tu rton and Go rton. The sys tem of

i ronwo rk by wh ich the ba rs a re kept in place is exa ctly the

s ame ; and i t re ta ins the des k , t races of wh ich ex is t at Go rton.

In my enumera t ion of the l i b ra r ies a t tached to s choo l s and
chu rches

,
I have d rawn spec ia l a ttent ion to the fact tha t in

nea r l y a ll Of them the books we re cha ined . In explanat ion of

th i s i t m ight be a rgued tha t these l i bra r ies we re in remote pla ces
,

to whi ch new i deas wou ld not eas i ly penet ra te
,
but I am abou t

to shew tha t th is method Of protect ion
,
wh i ch began in a remote

pas t
,
was ma inta ined wi th s t range pe rs i s tency down to mode rn

t imes . I sha l l co l lect s ome fu rthe r ins tances of the cha ining of

books in places whe re i t m igh t have been expected tha t such
th ings wou ld be no longe r though t of ; and in concl us ion I sha l l
record s ome da tes at wh ich the fina l remova l of cha ins took
pla ce .

In the l i b rary Of the Facu l ty of Med i c ine, Pa r is ,
'

the books
we re o rde red to be cha ined in 1 509 , in consequence of some

the fts ; and these cha ins we re s t i l l a t ta ched to ce rta in book s in
A t Co rpus Chris t i Co l lege, Cambr idge, in 1 5 54, i t wa s

o rde red tha t the books bequea thed by Pe te r NObys
,
D .D . (Mas te r

1 5 16 Shou ld be taken be t te r ca re of for the fu tu re
,
and, i f

the cha ins were broken, tha t they Shou ld be repa i red at the

expense Of the co l lege
”

, In 1 5 5 5 , Robe rt Cha lone r, E sq ,

bequeathed h is law books to G ray’

s Inn
,
w ith forty Sh i l l ings in

1 Old Church a nd S chool L ibra r ies of La nca sh i re, by R . C. Chri stie, Chetham Soc .

p . 139.

2 Frank l in, Anc . B ibl. Vol. 11. p . 2 5 .

3 Mas ters, fl i story , p . 62 .
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CHA IN ING AT LATE DATES

money, to be pa id to h is cous in,
to th

’

entent tha t he ma ie by
c he ines therwith and fas ten so manye of them in the L ibrarye

at Grau is in [G ray
’

s Inn] as he sha l l th ink
At S . John’

s Co l lege, Cambr idge , in 1 563—4 , th ree sh i l l ings
we re pa id to

“ Ph i l l i p S ta c yoner for co rne r ing , boss ing ,
and

c hayninge Ana tomi czm Ves sa li i etc .

“
In 15 7 3, D r Ca i us d i rects

by w i l l twe l ve copies of h is own wo rks to be g i ven to his

co l lege ,
“ the re to be kepte as the other bokes a re, and to be

suc c es s ivelye tyed w i th c haynes in the Libra rye of the same

Co l lege s.
”

.Dr Pe rne , Ma s te r of Pe terhous e , by w i l l da ted
2 5 Februa ry, 1 5 88, d i rects tha t a ll h is books there in bequea thed
“ be layed and c hayned in the old L i bra r ie Of the

At Tr ini ty Co l lege, Camb ridge , in 1601 , Mr Pe ter Shaw gave
£ 5 towa rds the

“
c heyning and desking of h is bookes g i ven to

the newe liberarie 5 .
"

In 1638—9, when a new l i bra ry was

completed for the Ba rbe r S u rgeons of London, £ 6. 18s . we re
s pen t on b ind ing and cha ining , as for ins tance

Pa id for 36 yards of cha ine at 4d. the yard and 36 yards at 3d. the

yard cometh to xxijs . vja
’
.

Pa id to the coppersmi th for c astinge 80 brasses to fasten the cha ines
to the bookes—xiijs .

S ir Ma t thew Ha le , who d ied in 1676, d i rected in h is wi l l
tha t ce rta in manu s cri pts shou ld be g i ven to the Honou rable
Soc ie ty of L inco ln’

s Inn My des i re , he s a id
,

“ is tha t they be
kept s a fe and a l s o in remembrance of me. They we re fi t to be
bound in lea the r and cha ined and kept in In the

wi l l ofMa tthew S c r i vene r, Rec to r of Ha s lingfie ld in Cambr idge
sh i re , da ted 4 Ma rch ,

1687 , the fo l lowing pas s age occu rs : “
I g ive

fi fty pound s in
,

t ru s t for the use of the publ i c L i b ra ry [at
Cambr idge] , e i the r by buying cha ins for the secu r ing the books
a t present the re in conta ined , or for the inc rea s e Of the numbe r

I The Gu ild of the Corpus Chr isti , Yorh , ed. Surtees Society, 1872 , p . 206
,
note.

2 S . John’

s Co l lege Aud it- Book , 1 5 63
—
4 , E xp . N ecess .

3 Commiss . Doc ts . (Cambridge), 11. 309 .

A r ch . H ist. I I I . 4 5 4 .

5 Sen. Burs . Accounts , 1600—1
, Recepta .

Memor ia ls of the Craft of S urgery in E ngland, ed . D
‘

Arcy Power, 8ro . London

1886, p . 230 .

7 Herbert , I nns of Court , p . 303 .

6
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of At the chu rch of S . Ga t ien at Tou rs i t is reco rded
in 17 18 tha t the l i bra ry wh ich occup ied one a l ley of the c lo is te r
wa s we l l s tocked w i th manu s cr i pts , cha ined on desks

,
wh ic h

s tood both aga ins t the wa l l and in the m idd le of the room’
.

Las t ly
,
in 18 15 ,

John Fel l s , ma r ine r , gave £ 30 to found a

theo log i ca l l i bra ry in the chu rch of S . Pe te r, L i verpoo l . “ The

.books we re
.

o r ig ina l l y fas tened to open she l ves in the ves t ry
w i th rods and cha ins 3.”

Towa rds the end of the e igh teenth cent u ry the pract i ce was
fina l ly abandoned . At E ton Co l lege in 17 19 i t was

“
Order

’

d

to take y
e Cha ins Off y

e Book s in y
6 L i b ra ry , except y

e Founder’s
Manus c r ipts 4 at the Bod le ian L i b ra ry, Ox ford , the remova l of
them began in 17 57

5
; at K ing

’

s Co l lege, Cambridge, the books
we re uncha ined in a t Brasenose Co l lege , Oxfo rd , in
1780

7
; and at Me rton Co l lege in 1792

8
.

In France the cu s tom wa s evident ly abandoned a t a mu ch
ea r l ie r da te , for the autho rs of the Voyag e L itte

’

m ire, who v is i ted
more than e ight hund red mona s te r ies at the beg inn ing of the

e ighteenth centu ry , wi th the s pec ia l intent ion Of examin ing the i r
reco rds and the i r l i bra ries , ra re ly a l lude to cha in ing , and when
they do ment ion i t , they use lang uage wh ich impl ies tha t i t was
a cu r ious old fa sh ion, the .maintenance of wh i ch su rpr is ed them 9

1 Documents rela ting to S t Ca tha r ine
’

s College, ed. H . Ph i lpott, D .D . , p . 12 5 .

2 Voyage L iturg igne de la F rance, by Le S ieur de Moléon, 17 18 . I have to thank
Dr James for th is reference .

3 Chur ch L ibra r ies , ut supra , p . 102 .

Eton Co l lege Minute Book , 19 Dec ember, 17 19.

5 Macray , ut supra , p . 86. The inconvenience of cha ining had long been fe lt for
in The Foreigner

’

s Companion through the Un iver s ities , by Mr Salmon, 1748 , i t is

objected that “ the books being c hain’

d down, there is no bring ing them together even
in the L ibrary , 2 7.

6 K ing’

s Co l lege Mundum Book , 1777 Smith
’

s warh . To a man
’

s time 9 Dayes
to take the Cha ins of the books £ 1 . 7s . c d .

7 Churton
'

s L ines of Smyth and S utton , p . 3 1 1 , note.

"

9 Henderson’

s H is tory , p . 2 37 .

9 Voy . L i tt.
, e d. 1 724 , Vol. 111. p . 24 .
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F ig . 118 . Bookc as es in th e L ibra ry of th e E s car ia l

enlarged s c a le .
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LI BRARY or THE ESCOR IAL

long ,
by 35 ft . broad and abou t 36 ft . h igh . The roo f is

a ba r re l - vau l t, go rgeo us ly pa inted in fres co, as a re the wa l l
s pa ces above the bookca s es , and the sem i c i rc u la r l unet tes at

the ends of the room. In tha t at the north end is Ph i losophy,
in tha t a t the south end is Theo logy, wh i le be tween them
a re personific ations of Gramma r, Rhe to r i c , Log i c , Mus ic , etc .

On the wa l ls , fo rm ing a g igant i c fr iez e , a re va r ious h is

toric a l s cenes , and figu res of ce lebra ted pe rsons rea l and

imag ina ry, a s for ins tance, the fi rs t N i cene Counc il, the S choo l
of Athens , So lomon and the Queen of Sheba , C ice ro, Dav id ,
Orpheus , etc . The gene ra l appea rance of th is s plend id room
wi l l be unde rs tood from the v iew (fig . It is l ighted by
five windows on the eas t s ide and s even on the wes t s ide ,

to

whi ch is added on the ea s t s ide a range of five sma l le r windows
j us t under the vau l t . The pr inc ipa l w indows a re qu i te d i fferent
from thos e of any othe r l i bra ry I have been cons ider ing , for they
are nea r ly 13 ft . h igh, and extend down to the floor .

The wa l l - spaces be tween ea c h pa i r of windows have book
ca ses fi t ted to them,

of a ve ry o r ig ina l and s t r i k ing des ign.

They a re d iv ided into compa rtments by fluted Do r ic co l umns
suppo rt ing an entabla t u re wi th project ing corni ce , above wh ich
aga in is a sort of s econd entab la t u re . The bases of the co l umns
res t upon an ext reme ly lofty p l inth

,
inte rs ected

, at abou t th ree
qua rte rs of its he ight from the g round , by a she l f, beh ind wh ich
is a s lop ing desk . The ma te r ia l us ed for these cases is mahogany,
inla id w i th ebony, ceda r, and o ther wood s . They we re des igned
by J uan de He rrera , the a rch i tec t of the bu i ld ing ,

in 1 5 84, and I

am as sured tha t they have es caped a l tera t ion
,
or s e r ious damage

from the nume rous fi res wh ich have oc cu rred in the pa lace.

In o rde r to exh ib i t the d i s t inct i ve pecu l ia r i t ies of thes e
rema rkab le cases as c lea r l y as pos s i b le, I g i ve (fig . 1 18) an

enla rgement of pa rt of the fo rme r View ; and fur the r , an

e leva t ion of. one of them d rawn accu ra te ly to s ca le (fig .

for wh ich I have to thank a S pan ish a rch i tect
,
Don R i ca rdo

Ve lasquez .

These bookcases have a tota l he igh t of ra the r more than
12 ft. , measu red from the floo r to the top of the corni ce . The

des k s a re 2 ft . 7 in. from the floo r, a he igh t wh ich corresponds
wi th tha t of an o rd ina ry table , and sugges ts tha t they mu s t
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have been intended for th e use of s ea ted readers , though sea ts

a re not p rov ided in the l i bra ry a t present . The sec t ion of the

SCALEOF FEET

F ig . 1 19 . E levat ion of a bookc a s e , a nd s ec t ion of a des k in th e L ibra ry of th e E s c oria l .

she l f and des k pla ced bes i de the e leva t ion shews tha t the re is

a conven ient s lope to lay the books aga ins t . The uppe rmos t
of the fou r she l ves is at a he igh t of 9 ft . from the g round , s o
tha t a ladde r is requ i red to reach the books . The two

photog raphs wh ich I have rep roduced (figs . 1 17 , 1 18) shew tha t
they have the fo re - edge tu rned ou twa rds , acco rd ing to wha t is ,

I am informed , the us ua l cu s tom in S pa in.

I be l ieve tha t the work done in the E s cor ia l had a very



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join








https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join
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the books we re a rranged was evident ly though t rema rkable a t

the t ime , for a contempo ra ry wr i te r s ays of i t “
the room is not

blocked wi th des ks to wh i ch the book s a re t ied w i th i ron cha ins
a fte r the fa sh ion of the l i bra r ies wh i ch a re common in monas

teries , bu t i t is s u rrounded w i th lofty s he l ves on wh ich the

book s a re so rted a cco rd ing to

Th is l i bra ry was pa r t of a la rge r s cheme wh i ch inc l uded a

co l lege of doc to rs , a s choo l of a rt, a mu seum,
and a botan i c

ga rden ; a ll of wh ich we re amply endowed . The l i bra ry wa s
to be open not me re l y to membe rs of the co l lege, but to the

c i t i z ens of Mi lan and a ll s t range rs who came to s tudy the re ;
bu t the s eve res t pena l t ies awa i ted thos e who s to le a vo l ume

,

or even tou ched i t w i th s o i led hands ; and on ly the Pope
h imse l f cou ld abso l ve them from s u ch c r imes

”
.

Befo re many yea rs we re ove r these nove l t ies in l i bra ry
a r rangement and l i bra ry adm in is t ra t ion found a ready we l come
in F rance , whe re Ca rd ina l Ma z a r in wa s engaged in the fo rma t ion
of a vas t co l lect ion of books intended to s u rpa s s tha t of h is
p redeces so r R i che l ieu ". E ven then h is l ib ra ry was publ i c ; a ll
who chose to come m ight wo rk in i t on Thursdays from 8 to 1 1

in the mo rn ing, and from 2 to 5 in the a fte rnoon. At a la te r
pe r iod of h is l i fe

,
when he had removed to a pa la ce now

inc l uded in the B ib l iotheque Na t iona le , h e was able to bu i l d
a l i bra ry in acco rdance w i th h is magn ifi cent ideas . An a cc ident
of cons t ru c t ion placed th i s room ove r the s tables , a c onjunc

t ion which a fforded end les s amu sement to the pamph le tee rs of

the t ime . I t was finished a t the end of 1647 ; and in the

fo l lowing yea r the Ca rd ina l th rew i t open, the fi rs t publ i c
l i b ra ry g i ven to Pa r i s . P ublz

'

ce
‘

pa tere volztit, (emu perpetuo

dotaw
'

t, pos ter ita ti s a i d the ins c r i pt ion w h i ch he
placed ove r the door of ent rance . I need not a t tempt to
recove r from th e somewha t confl i c t ing a ccounts of adm i r ing
contempora r ies the exac t d imens ions and a rrangements of th i s

ga l lery, for the bookcases s t i l l ex i s t a lmos t una l te red in the

Gli I stz
’

tuti S c ientific i ete. di Milano. 8vo. Mi lan, 1880 , p . 1 23, note.

Boscha , De Or lgz
'

ne et sta tu B ibl . Ambros . p . 19 ; ap. Grazvius , They. Ant. et

H is t. [ta/2a , Vol. 1x. part 6 ; see a l so the Bu l l ofPau l V .
,
dated 7 Ju ly 1608 , approv ing

the foundation and rehears ing the statutes , in hi ag num But/ar ia ”: Roma /tum, 410.

Turin, 1867 , Vol. x 1. p . 5 1 1 .

3 For the h istory of the B ibliotheque Maz arine see Frank l in, Am . b
'

ihl. de Pa r i s ,

Vol. 111. pp . 37
—160 .





F i 1 2 2 . B ookcas es in th e B ib l iotheque Ma z ar ine , P ar i s .
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Bibl io theque Maz a r ine. One deta i l dese rves not ice becau se i t
may have been bo r rowed from the Ambros ian L i b ra ry. The re
is s a i d to have been a s ta i rcase in each of the fou r corne rs of
the . room by wh ich a cces s to a ga l le ry wa s obta ined ‘.
Ma z a r in d ied in 166 1, and ,

in acco rdance w i th h is wi l l
,
a

co l lege ,
to be ca l led L e Colleg e a

’
es Q ua tre Na tions , wa s founded

and endowed , and the l i b ra ry was removed into i t . The co l lege
was s uppres sed at the

“ Revo l u t ion, and the bu i ld ings are now

occup ied by the [zzs tz
'

tut de F ranc e
,
bu t '

the l i b ra ry rema ins
pract i ca l ly inta c t . It occupies two rooms a t r ight ang les to

each othe r w i th
‘

a un i ted leng th of abou t 158 ft. , and a width
of 27 ft. They are adm i rably l ighted by 17 la rge w indows .

The bookcases (fig . from the o r ig ina l l i b ra ry in the

Pa la is Ma z a r in
,
we re placed round the new room. At fi rs t they

te rm ina ted wi th the co rni ce
,
s u rmounted by the ba l us t rade

wh i ch protec ted the ga l lery ment ioned above , and the roof was
a rched . In 1739, when add i t iona l she l f—room was requ i red , and
the roof was

'

in need of repa i r, i t wa s ag reed to cons t ruc t the
present fl at ce i l ing , and to ga in the reby wa l l - s pace of s uffic ient
he igh t to a ccommoda te add i t iona l books . The ga l le ry
thu s formed is approached by two s ta i rcases cons t ruc ted at the

same t ime 2.
If the e leva t ion of these ca ses (fig. 12 3) be compa red wi th

tha t of the cases in the E s cor ia l (fig . I fee l s u re tha t my
reade rs wi l l ag ree

" wi th me in adm i tt ing tha t the French
example was copied from the S pan ish . The gene ra l a rrange
ment is the s ame , and espec ia l ly the rea l l y d i s t inc t i ve fea tu res

,

name ly , th e d iv is ion by co l umns , and the p resence of a desk .

It wi l l be obs e rved tha t the F rench example is the la rge r of the
two

,
be ing 18 ft . h igh from the floo r to the top of the co rn i ce .

The des k , mo reover, is 4 ft. from the floo r, so tha t i t wa s
ev ident ly intended to be u sed s tand ing .

I am awa re tha t Naude’, the l i bra r ian employed by Maz a r in
to co l lect books for h im, d id not vi s i t S pa in,

nor wa s Maz a r in
h ims e l f eve r in tha t count ry. There is the refo re no evidence to
c onnec t h is l ib ra ry w i th tha t of Ph i l i p I I .,

but in j us t ifi ca t ion of

1 Frank l in, Am . B ibl. a
’
o Par i s , Vol. 111. pp. 5 5

—6.

9 The minute of the conservators of the l ibrary authori s ing th is change is printed
by Frank l in, ut supra , p . 1 17 .

Cl 14 .
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my theory I subm i t tha t the resemblance is too c lose to be

a cc identa l , and tha t in a ll probab i l i ty the l i b ra ry at the E s cor ia l
h ad been much ta l ked of in the wor l d of le t ters .

SCALEOF FEET

F ig . 123 . E leva tion of a bookc a s e and s e c t ion of a des k in th e B ib l ioth eque M a z a r ine, Pa r i s .
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books be ing s t i l l cha ined , desks and s ea ts were ind is pensable .

These ca ses s t i l l ex i s t a lmos t una l te red , bu t the i r appea rance a s

fi rs t cons t ru cted has been prese rved to us in Loggan
’

s pr int ,
taken abou t 167 5 , pa rt of wh ich is here reproduced (fig .

In 1634 (13 May) the fi rs t s tone was l a i d of the enla rgement

of the l i bra ry towa rd s the wes t , co r respond ing exact ly to the

w ing a t the oppos i te end e rec ted twenty - fou r yea rs befo re ‘
. The

fi t t ings we re on the s ame pl an, bu t of a mo re e labora te and

h igh ly fini s hed des ign, the pla in suppo rts of the forme r wo rk
be ing replaced by I on ic co l umns s upport ing a rches wi th fr iez e

and co rni ce , and a heavy ba l u s t rade for the ga l le ry above.

I now come to the influence exe rc ised upon the a rch i tec tu re

and fitt ings of l i b ra r ies by S ir Chr is tophe r Wren,
and I sha l l be

able to shew tha t though he d id not ac tua l l y int rodu ce the

wa l l - sys tem into Eng land , he deve loped i t , adapted i t to our

requ i rements , and by the fo rce of h is gen i u s shewed wha t
s t ru ctu ra l changes we re nec es sa ry in o rde r to mee t the inc reas ed
numbe r of book s to be a cc ommoda ted . Wren neve r v i s i ted
I ta ly, bu t in 1665 he spent abou t s ix months in Pa r i s

,
whe re he

made th e acqua intance of the bes t pa inte rs , s cul ptors
,
and

a rch i tects , among whom was the I ta l ian Be rn ini
'

F rom h im

he m ight eas i ly obta in informa t ion of wha t was pa s s ing in I ta ly,
though he des c r i bes h im as

“
the old rese rved I ta l ian ”

who

wou ld ha rd ly a l low h im a g l imps e of a des ign for wh i ch , s ays
Wren, I wou ld have g i ven my s k in.

” F rench wo rk he s tud ied
enthus ias t i ca l l y , and a fte r g i v ing a l is t of places he had vis i ted
s ays , “ tha t I m ight not lose the impres s ions of them I sha l l
b r ing you a lmos t a ll F rance in pape r.” Among o the r th ings
he Spec ia l l y reco rd s h is adm i ra t ion for wha t he te rms

“
the

mas cu l ine fu rn i tu re of the Pa la is Ma z a r in
,

” though hedoes not
spec ia l ly ment ion the l i bra ry ; bu t, as Maz a r in had d ied fou r
yea rs be fo re, h is pa la c e wou ld ha ve been pract ica l ly d ismant led

,

and the only fu rni t u re l i ke ly to a t t ract Wren’

s a t tent ion wou ld
have been h is book c a ses fi.

The fi rs t p iece of l i b ra ry wo rk execu ted by Wren in Eng land
wa s at L inco ln Ca thed ra l

,
1674 , whe re a fte r the Res to ra t ion a

new l i bra ry wa s requ i red . Dr Mi chae l Honywood, who had been
a ppo inted Dean in 1660,

offe red to bu i ld one a t h is own cos t ,
1 Macray, ut supra , p . 80.

2 E lmes , L i] ? of S ir C. Wren, pp . 180—184 . l ’a renta lia , p. 26 1.
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and to present to i t the books wh ich he had co l lec ted in

Ho l land . The s i te s e lected was tha t fo rme r ly occup ied by the
no rth a l ley of the clo i s te r, wh ich, th rough fau l ty cons t ruc t ion,
had fa l len down, and la in in ru ins for a long pe r iod .

The bu i l d ing cons is ts of an a rcade of n ine s em ic i rcu la r
a rches s upported on e ight Dor i c col umns . The uppe r s to rey

,

conta in ing the l i bra ry, ha s e leven windows in a s imi la r c las s i ca l
s tyle

,
and above the re is a bol d entabla tu re o rnamented wi th

acanth us leaves . The l i bra ry is 104 ft. long by 17 ft. 6 in. wide
and 14 ft . h igh ; the ce i l ing is flat and per fec t ly p la in. In

add i t ion to the windows above ment ioned the re is ano the r at
the wes t end . The ent rance is a t the eas t end th rough a r i ch ly
ornamented door (fig . The sh ie l d in the c ent re of the

ped iment bea rs the a rms of Dean Honywood.

Wren placed a c ont inuous bookcase a long the north wa l l of
th is room, extend ing from floor to c e i l ing . At the base the re
is a pl inth (fig . wh ich may have o r ig ina l ly conta ined
cupboa rd s

,
bu t is now fi t ted wi th she l ves ; and a t the top , c lose

to the ce i l ing , the re is a heavy entabla t u re deco ra ted wi th
a canthus lea ves and c la s s i ca l mo l d ings above a pla in corn i ce ,
wh ich bea rs a t inte rva l s oblong table ts ins cr i bed wi th the

s ubjec ts of the books benea th . The she l ves a re d is posed in
compa rtments

,
a l terna te ly w ide and na r row, the fo rme r be ing

s et s l ight ly in advance Of the la t te r, s o as to break the mono tony
of a bookcase ofu ni fo rm w id th extend ing the who le leng th of a
long room.

Whi le th is work was proc eed ing Wren planned the New

L i b ra ry for Tr in i ty Co l lege, Cambr idge‘, begun 23 Februa ry,
167 5

—6. H is des ign is accompanied by an exp lana t ion,
conta ined

in a rough draught
'

of a le t te r to some gent leman of Tr in i ty
Co l lege , probably the Ma s ter. I t is not s igned , but inte rna l
ev idence shews tha t i t mus t have been wr i t ten or d i cta ted by
Wren.

Th is l i bra ry was placed on a c lo is ter, open both to the eas t
and to the wes t, at the end Of Nevi le’

s Court. The leve l of the

l The h istory of th is l ibrary has been ful ly narrated in the Ar ch . H is t. , ut supra,
Vol. 11. pp . 5 3 1

—
5 5 1 . Wren’

s Memoir quoted be low has been col lated w ith the

Orig ina l in the l ibrary of Al l Souls’ Co llege , Ox ford , where h is des igns are a l so
preserved .
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l i bra ry floo r was made to co r res pond wi th tha t of the fi rs t floo r
of the chambe rs on the north and sou th s ides of the cou rt . Th is
is shewn in Wren’

s des ign,
pa rt Of wh i ch is he re reproduced

(fig . and expla ined in the fo l lowing pas sage of h is memo i r.

S c ale of F oot .

F ig . 126 . Pa rt of Wren '
s e leva t ion of th e ea s t s ide of th e L ibrary o f Trin i ty Co l lege ,

Cambridge , w ith a s ec t ion of th e north range of N evi le ’

s Court , s h ewing th e door
to th e L ibrary from th e firs t fl oor .

[The des ign] shewes the face of the bui lding next the court with the
pavi l l ions for the sta irec ases and the Sections of the old bu ild ings where
they joyne to the
I haue g iven the appearance of a rches as the Order requi red fa i r

and lo fty : but I haue Iayd the floor Of the L ibra ry upon the impos tes ,
which answar (si c) to the pi l lars in the cloi ster and the leve l ls of the old

floores, and haue fi l led the Arches with relieues of stone, of wh ich I
haue seen the effect abroad in good bu i lding, and I assure you where
porches are lowe with flat c eelings is infini te ly more grac efull then lowe
arches would be and is much more Open and pleasant, nor need the
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By th is contri vance the windowes of the L ibrary rise h igh and giue

p lace for the deskes aga inst the wa l ls , and being h igh may be a fforded
to be large, and be ing w ide may haue stone mu l l ions and the glasse
po inted, wh i ch a fter a ll inventions is the only durable way in our

Cl imate for a publ ique bu i lding, where care must be had tha t snowe
driue not

The gene ra l des ign seems to have been borrowed from tha t
of the L i bra ry of S . Ma rk a t Ven i ce, begun by S ansovino in

1 5 36. The I ta l ian a rch i tect , l i ke S ir Chr i s tophe r Wren,
ra ised

h is l i b ra ry on a c lo is te r , wh i ch is in the Do r i c s ty le, wh i le the

s upers t ru c tu re is I on i c . The Vene t ian example is mo re o rna te
,

and the re a re s ta t ues u pon eve ry p ie r of the ba l u s t rade . The

a rcades a re left open,
beca us e the re wa s not the s ame neces s i ty

for a ccommoda t ing the leve l of the floo r to tha t of O lde r
bu i ld ings , and a l so beca us e the wa l l oppos i te to the windows
h ad to be left b lank on a ccount of the prox im i ty of o the r
s t ructu res . NO cons ide ra t ion for fi t t ings s uch a s influenced
Wren cou ld have influenc ed the I ta l ian a rch i tect .

The s ty le of Wren’

s wo rk w i l l be unde rs tood from the

e leva t ion of a bay on the ea s t s ide (fig . d rawn to s ca le
from the ex i s t ing bu i l d ing . If th i s be compa red w i th th e

o r ig ina l des ign (fig . i t w i l l be seen tha t the s ty le the re
ind i ca ted has been c lose l y fo l lowed .

We wi l l now cons ide r the fi t t ings . A long s t re tch of blank
wa l l hav ing been prov ided both a long the s ides and a t the ends
of the room,

Wren proceeded to des ign a mas te r ly“ combina t ion
of the old and new me thod s of a r rang ing bookcases . A s he

s ays in ano the r pas s age of the s ame memo i r, when des cr i b ing
th is pa r t of h is des ign

The d ispos i tion of the shelues both a long the wa l ls and break ing
out from the needes proue very convenient and grace ful ],
and the bes t way for the students wi l l be to haue a l i tle square table in
each Ce l le with 2 cha i res . The neces s i ty of bring ing windowes and

dores to answer to the Old bu i lding leaues two squarer places at the

endes and 4 lesser Ce l les not to study in, but to be shut up wi th some

neat Lattice dores for arch ives .

The bookca ses , des igned by h imse l f
,
were execu ted unde r

h is d i rec t ion by Corne l i us Aus t in, a Cambr idge wo rkman. My
i l l us tra t ion (fig . 128) shews one of the “

4 les s e r Ce l les
” w i th one

o f its doors Open,
and next to i t a “ Ce l le ”

for s tudents wi th
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table
,
revo l v ing des k , and two s too l s . These p ieces of fu rn i tu re

we re a l so de s igned by Wren.

F ig . 128 . I nterior of the north - e a s t c orner of th e L ibrary of Tr in ity Col lege , Cambridge ,

s h ewing th e bookc a s es , tab le , des k and c h a irs , as des igned by S ir C rWren .

The cas es a re 1 1 ft . 10 in. h igh , and the wooden floo r upon
wh ich they s tand is ra is ed h ighe r than tha t of the l ib ra ry. The

g rea t depth of the p l inth
,
wh ich Wren

‘

ut ilis ed for
‘ cupboa rds

,

reca l ls the p lan of some of the O l de r c ases
,
and the re is the l i t t le

cupboa rd to conta in the ca ta logue a t the end of each s tanda rd
bu t , wi th these except ions , the re is noth ing med ieva l a bou t
them except the i r pos i t ion. On the top of ea ch case is a

squa re pedes ta l of wood on whi ch Wren intended to pla ce
a s ta tue

,
bu t th is pa rt of h is s cheme was not ca rr ied out.

The ce lebra ted G r inl ing G i bbons s uppl ied th e bus ts wh ich take
the p lace of Wren’

s s ta t ues , and a l so the coa ts of a rms and

wrea ths of flowe rs and fru i t wi th Wh i ch the ends of the cas es
a re decora ted .
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It is d iffi cu l t to dec ide the source from wh ich an a rch i tect
so g rea t as Wren der i ved any fea tu re of h is bu i ld ings , bu t i t
seems to me reasonable to as c r ibe to fo re ign influence h is use

of the s ide - wa l l s a t Tr ini ty Co l lege l i bra ry ; and h is s cheme for
combining a lofty inte rna l wa l l w i th beau ty of externa l des ign,

and a comp le te sys tem of l ight ing , mus t a l ways command ad

miration. In the next example of h is l ib ra ry wo rk fo re ign
infl uence may be more d i rec t ly t ra c ed , for I fee l tha t the l i b ra ry
of S . Pau l’s Ca thed ra l s ugges ts rem in is cences of the Ambros ian
l i bra ry at Mi lan.

Wren placed the l i bra ry of h is new ca thed ra l in the wes te rn
t ransept, wi th an ingenu i ty of cont r i vanc e and a d ign i ty of

concept ion pecu l ia r ly h is own. On the leve l of wha t in a Go th i c
chu rch wou ld have been the t r i for i um, he cons t ru cted , both on

the north and s ou th s ide, a la rge and lofty room. It was h is

intent ion tha t each of these rooms shou ld be u sed as a l i brary,
and tha t they shoul d be connec ted by

'

means of the ga l lery
wh ich c ros s es the wes t end of the nave . Acces s to them was

to be Obta ined from the exte r io r
,
w i thou t ente r ing -the chu rch ,

by a c i rcu la r s ta i rcase in the
_

south - wes t co rne r of the facade .

Th is plan has not been fu l ly ca r r ied out, and the southe rn
l i bra ry onl y has been fi t ted up . I t is now u s ua l l y reached by
means of the s ta i rcas e lead ing to the dome.

Thes e a rrangements w i l l be unde rs tood from the g round
plan (fig . Th is plan shews ve ry c lea r ly the l ib ra ry i tse l f,
the two c i rcu la r s ta i rca ses a t the wes t end, lead ing up to the

ga l le ry, the
“ wide geomet r i ca l s ta i r ca se lead ing down to the

po rt i co , the co rr ido r into wh i ch th i s s ta i rcase Opens , and from
wh ich a v is i to r cOuld

'

e ither a s cend by a fl ight of s ta i rs to the

ga l le ry c ros s ing the nave, or, t u rn ing to h is r ight, e i the r enter
the l ibra ry, o r pas s eas twa rd s towa rd s the dome.

The l i b ra ry (fig . 130) is a we l l - ligh ted _

room,
wi th an a rea

measu r ing 5 3 ft . by 32 ft. , and of s uffic ient he ight to adm i t Of
the int roduct ion of a ga l lery unde r the vau l t . A mass i ve s tone
pier projec ts into the room at each corne r, s o as to break the

forma l regu la r i ty of the des ign in a very pleas ing manne r. The

ga l le ry, togethe r w i th the bookcases , wh ich s tand aga ins t the

1 Th is plan has been reduced from one on a larger sca le k indl y sent to me by
my friend Mr F. C. Penrose , arch itect to the Cathedra l .
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tha t in the ga l le ry ; the windows
“ in the no rth and south l ibra ry

,

wo rds wh ich shew ve ry c lea r ly tha t the co rrespond ing room on

the no rth s ide was a l so intended for a l i bra ry , we re pa inted in
Decembe r, 1708 ; and the o rnamenta l woodwork wa s s uppl ied
in Ma rch , 1708—9 . From the ent r ies re fe rr ing to these wo rk s
I wi l l quote the fo l lowing ,

a s i t pa r t i cu la r ises the mos t s t r i k ing
fea tu re in the room,

name ly, the la rge ornamenta l b rackets wh ich
appea r to support the ga l le ry

To Jonathan Ma ine Carver in the South L ibrary, viz . For carving
3 2 Trusses or Cantalivers under the Gallary, 3 ft. 8 in. long, and 3 ft.
8 in. deep and 7 in. th i ck with Lea ther worke c ut through and a Lea f
in the front and a drop hanging down with fru i t and flowers etc . at

6K roi each .

The wo rd s “ lea the r work , used in the above ent ry, are

s ingu la rly s u i table, for the who le compos i t ion looks more l i ke
some th ing mol ded out Of lea ther or pla s te r than cu t out of

a so l id p iece of wood . The vert i ca l po rt ion,
appl ied to the

pi la s te rs , cons is ts of a bunch of flowe rs , hops , and c o rn, some
wha t in the manne r Of G r inl ing G ibbons , who has been o ften
named as the a rt is t . The above - ment ioned p i la s te rs d i vide the
wa l l - s pace into 33 compa rtments , each of wh ich is from 3 ft .
6 in. to 4 ft. w ide, and 9 ft. h igh , exc l us i ve of the p l inth and

corni ce , and fi t ted wi th s ix she l ves , wh i ch a re appa rent ly a t

the or ig ina l leve ls .

The ga l le ry is approached by a s ta i rca se cont r i ved in the

th i cknes s of the south - wes t p ie r. It is 5 ft . wide, and fi t ted wi th
book ca ses ranged aga ins t the wa l l in the same manne r a s thos e
be low, bu t they are loft ie r, and Of pla ine r des ign. The balus t rade

,

a mo l ded corn i ce of wood , suppo rted on p i la s te rs of the s ame

ma te r ia l , whi ch reca l l thos e s epa ra t ing the compa r tments be low
,

and the g rea t s tone pie rs , enr i ched wi th a
'

broad band of fru i t
,

flowe rs , and othe r o rnaments s et in a s unk pane l , a re s t r i k ing
fea t u res of th is ga l le ry.

0

The ma te r ia l used throughou t for the
'

fittings is oak , wh ich
fortuna te ly has neve r been pa inted

,
and ha s a s s umed a mel low

tone th rough age wh ich prod uces a s ingu la r ly beau t i fu l e ffec t.
If

'

we now re tu rn to Cambr idge, we sha l l find tha t the
influence ofWren c an eas i ly be t raced in a ll the l ib ra ry fi t t ings



BOOKCASES AT CAMBR IDGE

put up in the cou rse of the 18th centu ry. The fi rs t wo rk of

th is k ind undertaken was the p rov i s ion of add i t iona l fi t t ings to

the l i bra ry of Emmanue l Co l lege
‘ between 1702 and 1707 . The

ta l l cases , set up at r igh t ang les to the wa l ls in 1679, were moved
fo rwa rd , and she l ves in cont inua t ion of them we re placed aga ins t
the s ide - wa l l s . The s ame influence is more d is t inct l y seen in

the li b ra ry of S . Ca tharine’

s H a l l“
,
wh ich was fi t ted up, a ccord ing

to t rad i t ion,
at the expense Of Thomas She r lock , D .D. , pro

bably wh i le Mas te r , an offi ce wh ich he he l d from 17 14 to 17 19 .

The room is
'

63 ft . 6_

in. long by 22 ft . 10 in. wide ; and i t
is d ivided by pa r t i t ions into a cent ra l port ion, abou t 39 ft .
long , and a na rrow room at each end, 12 ft. long. Each of

these la t te r is l ighted by windows in the north and sou th wa l ls
the forme r has windows in the sou th wa l l onl y. The cent ra l
port ion is d iv ided into th ree compa rtments by bookcases wh i ch
l ine the wa l l s , and project from them at r ight ang les ; in the two
sma l le r rooms the cases only l ine the wa l ls

,
the s pace be ing too

na rrow for any othe r t rea tment .
When the bu i l d ing of the new Sena te Hou se had s et free

the room ca l led the Regent House, in whi ch the Uni ve rs i ty had
been in the hab i t of mee t ing from ve ry ea rl y t imes

,
i t was fi t ted

up
,
between 173 1 and 17 34 , as pa rt of the - Un i vers i ty L i bra ry ”.

Wren’

s example was fo l lowed as fa r ‘

a s the na tu re of the room
wou l d pe rmi t . Wherever a blank wa l l cou ld be found , i t was
l ined wi th she l ves , and the cases placed at r ight ang les to the

s ide - wa l ls were cont inued over the na rrow s paces left be tween
the i r end s and the windows .

’

One of these cas es
,
from the sou th

s ide Of the room,
is he re s hewn (fig . The she l ves unde r

the windows we re added s ubsequent ly . A s im i la r a rrangement
was adopted for th e eas t room in 1787—90.

At C la re Co l lege , a t abou t the s ame da te
, the new l i bra ry

over the k i tchen was fi t ted up w i th she l ves pla ced aga ins t the
wa l l s . These fi t t ings are exce l lent spec imens

,
o rnamented w i th

fluted I oni c p i la s te rs , an e labo ra te corn i ce, and ped iments above
the doo rs . It is worth no t ing ,

as evidence Of the s lownes s w ith
wh i ch new fash ions are a ccepted , tha t the ant iqua ry Wi l l iam

1 Arc h . H ist. Vol. 11. p. 7 10. Vol. “L p . 468.

2 lb. Vol. 111. p . 468 .

3
ch . Vol. 111. pp. 74 , 470 .



T I IE WALL - SYSTEM ADOPTED

Co le , wri t ing in 1742 , ca l l s th is l i b ra ry a ve ry la rge we l l

proportion
’

d Room a la mode rne
,
w‘h

ye Books rang
'

d all round
i t not in C la s ses as in mos t of ye res t of ye L ib ra r ies in o ther
Co l leges ’

F ig . 131 . Book c a s e in th e north room of th e Un i vers ity L ibra ry , Cambridge ,

de s igned by J ames E s s ex , 1731—1734 .

The fash ion of wh ich I have been t rac ing the prog res s in
Eng land had been a ccepted du ring the s ame pe r iod in F rance,
whe re some beau t i fu l s pec imens of i t may s t i l l be seen. I

pres ume tha t the example was set by the wea l thy convents
,

mos t of wh i ch had been rebu i l t , at lea s t in pa rt
,
in the then

fa sh ionable c las s i ca l s tyle , du r ing the seventeenth cent u ry”. At
Rhe ims a l i bra ry fi tted up by the Bened i ct ines of S a int Rem i
in 1784 now does du ty as the chape l Of the Hote l - D ieu .

F l u ted Cor inth ian co l umns s upport ing an e labora te corni ce

Ar ch . H is t. Vol. 1. p. 1 13 .

2 See the set of v iews of French Rel ig ious Houses ca l led Le Mona sti con Ga lli c a

num
, 410. Paris , 1882 . The p lates weredrawn byDom Germa in 164 5—1694 .
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L IBRARY OF JESU ITS AT RHE IMS

SCR IPTURA S CRIP
‘

TURA

INTER PRETES INTERPRETES

MISCELLANEl
(over window)

ASCETIC I
(over window

THEOLOG I
SCHOLASTICI

THEOLOG l
PHILOLOG I SCHOLASTICI

(over window)

ORATORES

SACRI

PH ILOLOG I
THEOLOG'

(over window) CONTROVERS ISTAE

THEOLOG I
MORALES

ASCETIC I
(over window)

PH ILOSOPHIA
ANTIQ UA

PH ILOSOPHIA
GRAMMATIC I NOVA

(over window)

MATHEMATICI

POETAE

ORATORES
PROFANI UTRUMQ UE

O 10 Q OFEET
“ _ fi

F ig . 133 . G round -

p l an of th e L ibra ry of th e J es u its a t Rh e ims .



V I I I] MONASTIC L IBRAR IES I N PAR I S

of the bookcases . They are placed at a d is tance of five feet
from the wa l l s , and a re ret u rned to mee t each window, thu s
form ing conven ient bays for p r iva te s tudy. The s pace between
the bookcases and the wa l l was used as a s to re - room‘

.

The Bibl iotheque S a inte - Genevieve , a t Pa r is , offe red or ig ina l ly
a splend id example of a l ibra ry a rranged in th i s manner. It

cons is ted of
_two ga l ler ies , at r ight ang les to each othe r, fi t ted

u p in the same s ty le as the l i bra ry at Rhe ims . The longes t of
these ga l ler ies wa s 147 ft . long by 24 ft . wide . The gu ide
books prepa red for the use of v is i tors to Pa r i s in the m idd le of

the 18th centu ry dwe l l w i th enthus iasm on the conven ience and

beau ty of th is room. The book s were protected by w i re - work
be tween each pa i r of ca ses was a bus t of a Roman empe ro r or
an anc ient ph i losophe r ; a t the c ross ing of the two ga l le r ies wa s
a dome wh ich seemed to be s upported on a pa lm—t ree in plas ter
work a t each co rner, out of the fo l iage ofwh ich pee red the heads
of cherubs ; wh i le the conven ience of readers was cons u l ted by
the l i be ra l i ty wi th wh ich the l i b ra ry was th rown open on th ree
days in eve ry week, and fu rn i shed wi th tables , cha i rs , a ladde r to
reach the upper she l ves , and a pa i r of g lobes

“
. Th is l i b ra ry was

begun in 167 5 , and placed , l i ke tha t at Rhe ims , d i rec t ly unde r
the roof. The second ga l le ry, wh ich is shorte r than the fi rs t, was
added in 1726. It was not d is tu rbed at the Revo l u t ion, nor

unde r the Empi re
,
though the res t of the abbey- bu i l d ings

became the Lycée Napoléon. Afte r the Res to ra t ion
,
when th is

s choo l became the Co l lege Henr i IV . , the p resence of the l i b ra ry
was found to be inconven ient

,
and in 18 50 i t was removed to a

new bu i ld ing c lose to the Pantheon. The ga l ler ies are now u sed
as a do rmi tory for the s c hoo l - boys

,
bu t the dome

,
wi th some of

its decora t ions , s t i l l s urvives .

Anothe r examp le of th is a rrangement, which seems to have
been pecu l ia r ly F rench , is a ffo rded by the l i bra ry of Sa int
Ge rma in- des - P'res , the g radua l extens ion of wh ich I have a l ready
des c ribed ”. The books were conta ined in oak pres ses set aga ins t
the wa l ls . Above them was a ser ies of por t ra i ts represent ing

1 Jadart , Les Anc ie nnes B ibliothégues (le Reims , 8vo . Re ims, 1891 , p . 14 .

2 Frankl in, Anc . B i bl. de P ar i s
,
Vol. 1. pp . 7 1

—
99. He g i ves a v iew of the

inter ior of the l ibra ry from a print dated 1773 .

3 See above, p . 1 14 .

C. L .



MONTE CASS INO [CHAR V I I I

the mos t impo rtant pe rsonages in the Order of S . Bened ic t .
Th is l ib ra ry wa s open to the publ i c da i ly from 9 to 1 1 a m. and

from 3 to 5 pm .

1

I wi l l conc l ude th is chapte r w i th a few wo rd s on th e l i bra ry
of the mos t famou s of a ll E u ropean mona s ter ies , name ly Monte
Cass ino, the founda t ion of wh i ch was undoubtedly la id by
S . Bened i ct h ims e l f. I confes s tha t I had hoped to find the re a

l i b ra ry wh ich m igh t e i the r by its pos i t ion or its fi t t ings reca l l the
ea r l y days of monas t i c ism ; but unfo rtuna te l y the p iety of the

Bened ict ine O rde r has induced them to rebu i ld the i r pa rent
hou se in a c las s i ca l s ty le , and to obl i te ra te nea r l y eve ry t race of

the pr im i t i ve bu i ld ing. The l i b ra ry, to wh i c h I was Obl ig ing l y
conducted by the P rior, is 60 ft . long by 30 ft . broad , wi th two
la rge windows a t the end oppos i te to the door . The s ide - wa l l s
a re l ined w ith bookcases d i v ided by co l umns into fou r compa rt
ments on each s ide

,
a fte r the fash ion of Ca rd ina l Ma z a rin

’

s

l i bra ry. These co l umns s uppo rt a heavy co rni ce wi th hand
s ome ornaments . A band of woodwork d ivides the cas es into
an upper and lowe r range ,

bu t the re is no t ra ce of a desk . I

cou ld not lea rn the da te at wh i ch these fi t t ings had been c on

s t ructed , bu t from the i r s tyle I Shou ld a s s ign them to the m i dd le
of the seventeenth cent u ry ".

1 Frankl in, nt supra , I . pp . 107
—134 .

I v is i ted Monte Cas s ino 1 ; Apri l , 1898 .
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PR IVATE L IBRAR IES

t imes
,
added the purs u i t of l i tera tu re to the i r othe r fash ions ,

and cons idered a l i bra ry to be ind ispens able in the i r l uxu r ious
pa laces ?

In the hope of obta in ing re l iab le info rma t ion on these ih
teres ting ques t ions , I have for some yea rs pas t let no Oppo rtuni ty
s l i p of exam ining i l l umina ted manus c r ip ts . I have gone th rough
a la rge number in the Bri t ish Mu seum, where resea rch is a ided
by an exce l lent l is t of the s ubj ec ts i l l us t ra ted in the B z

’

blz
'

otheque

N a tiona le, Pa r i s ; and in the B z
'

hliothe
‘

qne R aj /a le, B rus se ls , whe re
the manus c ripts are for the mos t pa r t those wh ich once be longed
to the Dukes‘ of Burgundy . I have been somewha t d is appo inted
in th is s ea rch , for,with the s ing le except ion of the i l l u s t ra t ion
from Boeth ius (fig . I have not found any l i b ra ry, properly
s o ca l led . Th i s is no doubt s t range , hav ing rega rd to the g rea t
va r iety of s cenes dep i cted . I t mu s t be remembe red

,
however,

tha t these a re u s ed for the mos t pa r t to i l l us t ra te some ac t ion
tha t 15 go ing fo rwa rd , for wh ich a l ib ra ry wou ld be a s ingula rl y
inapp rop r ia te backg round . S ing le figu res , on the other hand ,
are frequently shewn with the i r books abou t them,

either read ing
or wri t ing . S uch i l l us t ra t ions mos t frequent l y o ccu r in Books of
H ours

,
in repres enta t ions of the Evange l is ts ; or in po rt ra i ts of

S . Jerome , who is pa inted as a s cho la r at h is des k su rrounded
by p i les of book s and pape rs and I th ink we may s a fe ly take
these a s rep resenta t ions of o rd ina ry s cho l a rs , becau se, by the

beg inning of the fi fteenth centu ry
,
when mos t of the p i ctu res to

wh ich I refe r we re d rawn,
i t had become the cu s tom to s u rround

even the mos t s ac red pe rsonages w i th the a t t r ibutes of common
l i fe.

In the twe l fth centu ry
,
when book s were few, they were kept

in ches ts
,
and the owne rs seem to ha ve u s ed the edge as a des k

to lean the i r book on. My i l l us t ra t ion (fig . 134) shews S imon,

Abba t of S . A l bans 1 167
—4 183 , sea ted in front of h is book

ches t ‘. The ches t is set on a frame, so as to ra ise i t to a

conven ient he igh t ; and the Abba t is s ea ted on one of those
fo l d ing wooden cha i rs wh ich a re not uncommon at the pres ent
day. S imon was a grea t co l lecto r of books :

“ the i r numbe r
,

1 MSS . Mus . Brit. , MSS . Cotton , Claud ius E . 4 , part 1. fol. 124. I have to thank
my friend, Mr Hubert Ha l l , of the Pub l ic Record Ofli c e, for drawing my attention to

th i s i l lustrat ion.



BOOK—CHESTS

wri tes h is ch ron i c le r, “ i t wou ld take too long to name ; but those
who des i re to see them c an find them in the pa inted aumbry in
the chu rch , placed as he spec i
a l l y d i rected aga ins t the tomb
of Roger the he rm i t 1

Ches ts , as we have seen

above a t the Va t i can. l i bra ry,
were used for the permanent
s to rage of books in the fif

teenth century ; and a book
ches t frequent ly fo rmed pa rt
of the t rave l l ing l uggage of a

k ing . For example , when
Cha r les V . of France d ied ,
16 S eptembe r, 1380, at the

ChateaudeBeauté - sur-Ma rné
,

th i r ty—one vo l umes we re found
in h is Chamber If! a CheS t

F ig . 134 . S imon , Abbat of s . A lbans
res t ing on two supports ,wh ic h (1 167 s ea ted at h i s book - c h es t .

ches t is by the w indow
,
nea r FromMSS ' Cotton

the fi repla ce, and i t ha s a

double cove r, and in one of the d ivi s ions Of the sa i d ches t
we re the vo l umes tha t fo l low . H is son

,

'

Charles V I . , kept
the th i rteen vol umes wh i ch he ca r r ied abou t w i th h im in a

ca rved ches t
,
wi th in which was an inla i d box (es c r in nta rquete

’

)
to conta in the more p rec ious books e.

The ea r l ies t informa t ion abou t the fu rni tu re of a med ieva l
p r i va te l i b ra ry tha t I have a s yet d is covered is conta ined in
a fragment of an account - book rec ord ing the cos t of fi t t ing
up a tower in th e Louvre in 1367 and 1368, to conta in the

book s be long ing to Cha r les V. of France . Ce rta in p ieces of

1 Gesta Abba tuut , ed. Ro l l s series , 1. p . 184 . I owe. th is reference and its transla

t ion to the Reverend F . A . Gasquet, hfedzev a lMonasti c L ibr a r ies , p . 89, in Downs ide

Review , 189 1 , Vol. x . No . 2 .

2 Henri Havard , D iet. a
'

e l
’

Ameuh/ement, s . v . L ibra irie . The first c hest is

described in the fo l lowing words : L i vres estans en la grant chambre dudit Seigneur,
en ung eserin ass iz sur deux crampons , lequel es t 5. la fenestre empres la cheminée de
lad ite chambre, et est a deux c ouvesc les , en l ’une des p arties dequel coffre estoient les

parties qui s ‘ensuivent.
”

See a lso J . Labarte : [noon/a im a
’

u Alohi/ier cle Char les V.

410 . Paris , 1879, p . 336.



L I BRARY F ITTED U P IN LOUVRE

woodwork in the o l de r l i b ra ry in the pa lace on the I s le de la
C i té a re to be taken down and a l te red , and s et up in the new

room. Two ca rpenters are pa id (14 Ma rch , 1367) for
“ having

taken to pieces all the cases (banc s) and two whee ls (roes), wh ich
were in the k ing

’

s l ib ra ry in the pa lace, and t ransported them
to the Louvre wi th the des ks (lettr ins), and the a fo resa id whee ls ,
each made sma l le r by a foot a ll round ; and for having pu t all
toge the r aga in,

and hung up the desks (lettr ins) in the two

uppe r s tages of the towe r tha t looks towa rd the Falc onry, . to

pu t the k ing
’

s books in and for having pane l led the fi rs t of those
two s tor ies a ll round on the ins i de wi th wood from ‘I llande ,

’

a t a to ta l cos t of fi fty francs of gol d . Next , because the s ea ts
we re too old, they we re remade Of new t imbe r wh i ch the a fo re
s a i d ca rpenters brought . A lso [they we re pa id] for two s t rong
doors for the s a i d two s to r ies 7 ft . high , 3 ft . broad , and 3 finge rs
th i ck . In the fo l lowing yea r (4 May, a wi re—wo rke r

(cag etier) is pa i d
“ for having made t re l l i ses of wi re in front of

two easements and two keep out bi rd s and other
bea s ts (oys c aux et a utres hestes), by rea son Of

,
and protect ion for ,

the books tha t sha l l be placed the re.

”

The ce i l ing is s a id to

have been pane l led in cypres s wood o rnamented wi th carvings
‘
.

The “ towe r tha t looks towa rd the Fa l c onry ”

ment ioned in
the above des c r ipt ion has been i dent i fi ed wi th the no rth—wes t
towe r of the old Louvre . The rooms fi t ted up as a l i b ra ry
were c i rcu la r, and abou t 14 fee t
The above des c r ipt ion of a l i b ra ry wi l l be bes t expla ined

by an i l l um ina t ion (fig . 135 ) conta ined in Boc c a c io
’

s L ivre

a
’

es eas cles nza lheure ux nobles honzuzes et fenzmes , wr i tten and

1 Frank l in, Anc . B ibl. de Pa r is , Vol. 11. p. 1 1 2 . A copy of th is account is in the
B ibliotheque a

’
e l

’

Ar senal , No. 6362 . Th is I have co l lated w ith M. Frankl in’
s text.

The most important passage is the fol lowing :A Jacques du Parv is et Jean Grosbois,
huehiers , pour leur pe ine d’

avoir dessemblé tous les bancs c t deux roes qui es toient
en la l ibra irie du Roy au pa la is , et i c eux la let venir audit Louvre, a vec les lettrins et
ic elles roes c stréc ies c hacune d’

un p ied tout autour ; et tout rass emb lé c l pendu les

lettrins es deux derra ines estages de la tour, devers la Fauconner ie, pour mettre les
l i vres du Roy ; et lambroiss ié de bort d’

I llande le premier d’

ic eux deux estages tout
autour par dedans , au pris de L . francs d’

or, par marché faic t s. eux par led it ma istre
Jacques , x1v° jour de mars 1367.

1 A. Berty , Topograph ic h istor ique da w
'

eux P ari s, 4to. Pari s , 1866, Vol. 1.

pp. 143
—146. He cons iders that the bort d’

I llande was Dutch oak , 48o p ieces of
wh ich had been g i ven to the k ing by the officer ca l led Se'néc hal of Ha inault.
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A CARMEL ITE IN H IS STUDY

on a so l i d base, benea th wh ich are two s t rong c ros s - pieces of

t imber, wh ich a lso s e rve as a foot - res t for the readers . The

books on the desk set aga ins t the wa l l are r i ch ly bound , wi th
bosses of me ta l . Cha ining was evident l y not thought of, indeed
I doubt i f i t was eve r u sed in a pr i va te l i bra ry. The window
is g la z ed th roughou t. In o the r examples wh ich I sha l l figu re
be low we sha l l find a wi re t re l l is u sed ins tead of g las s for pa r t
at leas t of the window .

My next i l l us t ra t ion (fig . a l so F lem ish , is of the same

da te, from a copy of the M i roir h is tor ia l‘. I t represents a

Ca rme l i te monk , probab ly the autho r of the book , wr i t ing in h is
s tudy . Beh ind h im a re three des k s , one above the othe r, hung
aga ins t the wa l l a long two s ides of the room, wi th books bound
and ornamented as in the forme r p ic tu re

,
res t ing upon them,

and beneath the lowes t is a fl at she l f or bench on whi ch a

book res ts upon its s i de. The des k he is us ing is not un

common ih these i l l us t ra t ions . It is fixed on a so l i d base ,
wh i c h is fu rther s t reng thened , as in the example of the whee l
des k , by ma ss i ve planks , to gua rd aga ins t the s l ightes t Vibra t ion ;
and i t c an be tu rned a s ide by means of a l imb—appa rent ly of

i ron—wh ich is fi rs t ve r t ica l , then hor i z onta l , then ve rt i c a l aga in.

The Ca rme l i te ho l ds in h is le ft hand an ins t rument for keep ing
the page pe rfect ly fl at. Th is ins t rument has us ua l ly a Sha rp
po int w i th wh ich any roughnes s on the page c an be read i ly
removed . The vo l ume h e is u s ing is kep t open by two s t r ings ,
to each of whi c h a we ight is a t tac hed . Beh ind the desk , cove red
w i th a c loth, is a ches t secu red by two lock s . On th is s tands
an objec t wh ich appea rs to be a la rge magn i fying g las s .

Some t imes the des k was ca rr ied round th ree s i des of the

room, wi th no cu rta in to keep off du s t
,
and w i th no she l f be

nea th i t . The i l l us t ra t ion (fig . 137) is from a French t rans la t ion
ofVa ler i us Max imus (1430—7 5) in the Ha r le ian Co l lect ion"

.

I now pas s to a s er ies of p i ctu res which i l l us t ra te the da i ly
l i fe Of a s cho la r or a wr i te r who h ad few books , bu t who cou ld
l i ve in a certa in ease—a l lowing h imse l f a cha i r and a des k .

Of thes e des ks there is an infini te va r ie ty
,
d i cta ted , I imag ine ,

1 MSS .Mus . Brit. 14 E . 1. Th is miniature has been reproduced by Father Gasquet
in the paper quoted above.

2 MSS . Mus . Brit. , MSS . Harl . 4375 , f. 1 5 1 b.
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LECTERN - SYSTEM IN PR I VATE I IOUSES

by the fash ion preva lent in pa rt i cu la r p laces at pa rt icu la r t imes .

I have t r ied to a r range them in g roups .

F ig . 137 . Th ree mus i c ians in a l ibra ry .
From a MS . of a Frenc h trans lation of Va ler ius h i ax imus , in the Br itish Museum.

In the fi rs t p lace the cha i r is u sua l ly a ra the r e labora te piece
Of furn i tu re

,
wi th a rms

, a s tra ight back, and,
ve ry frequent l y, a

canopy. A cu sh ion to s it upon is some t imes pe rm i tted , bu t, a s
a gene ra l ru le, these cha i rs are des t i tu te of s tu ffing , tapes t ry,
or othe r dev i ce to concea l the ma te r ia l of which they a re

made. Occas iona l l y the canopy is r i ch ly ca rved or pa inted in
a pa t tern.

The commones t form of des k is a mod ificat ion of the lectern
sys tem. It cons is ts of a doub le lec tern, benea th wh i ch is a row

of cupboa rds
,
or ra the r a she l f pro tected by severa l doors , one

of wh ich is a lways at the end of the p iece of fu rn i tu re. The

t r iangu la r s pa ce unde r the lecte rn is a lso used for book s . Th is
devi ce is spec ia l ly commended by R i cha rd de Bury in the

P h ilohiblon‘
.

“Moses
,

”

s ays he
,

“
the gent les t ofmen,

teaches us

to make bookcas es mos t neat ly
,
whe re in they may be protected

from any inj u ry : Tahe, he s ays , this boo/e of the law , and put i t

in the s ide of the a rh of the covenant of the L ordyour God.

” My
i l l us t ra t ion (fig . 138) is taken from an ed i t ion of the S h ip of
Fools

,
printed at Ba s le by N i co las Lamparter in 1 507 . In th is

examp le the des k wi th its cupboa rd s s tands on a pl inth, and

1 The Ph i lohihlon of R i cha rd de Bury: .
c d. E . C. Thomas , London, 1888.



SH I P OF FOOLS

th is aga in on a broad s tep . Both are probably int roduced to
ensu re s tead ines s .

F i g . 138. A b ib l ioman ia c a t h i s des k .

From the S h ip q/ Fools .

The sea ted figure represents a b ibl iomaniac who t rea ts h is
books as me re cu r ios i t ies from wh ich he de r i ves no menta l
improvement . He has put on his s pectac les and . w ie l ded h is
fea ther - brush , in orde r to d us t the leaves of a fo l io w i th g rea ter
care . Unde r the cu t are the following explana tory l ines
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L I BRARY OF DUCHESS MARGARET [CHAR

vo l umes . In th is way s ix desks a re gone th rough . Al l have
books bound in black , bl ue , c r imson, or v io le t, ve l ve t la id out

upon them,
wh i le those in pla iner d res s a re cons igned to the

she l ves benea th . It shou ld be added tha t the fou rth desk is
des c r ibed a s be ing nea r the fi replace (enzpres la cheuzyne

’

e).

The des ks hav ing been gone th rough , we come to
“
th e books

wh i ch a re with in the i ron t re l l i s beg inning nea r the door.” Th is
piece of fu rn i tu re conta ined twenty - seven vo l umes .

The numbe r of book s accommoda ted in the who le room wa s

as fo l lows

Fi rs t she l f
Second she l f
Fi rs t des k (s loping portion)
Under desk : one s ide

other s ide
Second desk

Th i rd

Fourth

I 9 39 2 5°

W i th in the trel l is -work 2 7

35 5

We wi l l next t ry to fo rm some i dea Of the way in wh ich th is
l i bra ry was a rranged ; and fi rs t Of the two she l ves wh ich beg in
ove r the door.” A she l f in th is pos i t ion is shewn in Ca rpacc io’

s

we l l - known pi ctu re of S . J erome in h is s tudy. I t is set des k
w is e aga ins t the wa l l s uppo r ted on i ron bracke ts . As a la rge
propo rt ion oft he fifty- two vo l umes on our she l f are des c ribed a s

of la rge s i z e (g ra nt), we sha l l be j us t ified in as sum ing tha t each
wa s I o in. broad . The tota l the refo re wou ld occupy 5 20 in. or

s ay 43 ft. at leas t, not a l lowing for interva l s be tween them . Th i s



L IBRARY OF DUCHESS MARGARET

she l f extended from the doo r round the room to the fi replace ,

by wh ich I s uppose we are to unders tand tha t i t began on the

wa l l wh i ch c onta ined the doo r, and was ca rr ied round the co rne r
of th e room up to the fi replace .

The second she l f, at the same he ight as the preced ing ,
conta ined onl y twenty- s ix vo l umes

,
fi fteen of wh ich a re de~

s c ribed as sma l l (petit). A space of th i r teen feet or even les s
wi l l therefo re be amply s uffi c ient to conta in them.

The s ix des ks which s tood on the floo r were , I imag ine ,
cons t ructed in some s uch way as tha t wh i ch

'

I have figu red
above from the $ 111} of Fools. It is evident tha t books in ve l ve t
b ind ings and adorned w i th g i l t bos ses wou ld be set out whe re
they cou ld be seen, and for s u ch a pu rpose wha t cou ld be bette r
than a lec tern? The table I have g i ven above shews tha t the re
we re I IO vo l umes thus d i sposed , or an ave rage of say 18 to ea ch
des k . A ca refu l ana lys is of the inventory, whe re the s i z e of

ea ch book is a lways s et down, shews me tha t the re we re ve ry
few sma l l books in th is pa rt of the l i bra ry, bu t tha t they we re
d iv ided between la rge (g rant) and med ium s iz e I f we

a l low 8 in. for each book , we get an ave rage of 144 in.
= 12 ft.

for each des k , tha t is , a s the desk was double , the p iece of

fu rni tu re was 6 ft. long . Unde r the s loping port ion i t had a

she l f on each s ide. Fou r s uch des ks s tood be tween the doo r
and the fi replace , and two between the fi replace and the window,

wh ich seems to have been oppos i te th e doo r .
’

We are not to l d whe re the “ t re l l is of i ron was . I suppos e
these words mean some she l ves s et aga ins t the wa l l w i th i ron
work ih front of them. As the enumera t ion of the books beg ins
“
nea r the doo r the piece of furn i tu re may be placed on the

s ide of the door
[

oppos i te to the fo rme r des ks .

The invento ry fu rther shews tha t th is l ibra ry d id du ty a s a

museum. It was in fa c t fi l led wi th ra re and beaut i fu l objec ts ,
and mus t have presented a s ingu la r ly r i ch appea rance. In the

m idd le of the hood ove r the fi repla ce was a s tag
’

s head and

horns bea r ing a c ru c ifix . There was a bus t of the D uke of

S avoy, in wh i te ma rb le, fo rm ing a pendant to one of the Duches s
Ma rga re t herse l f, and in the same ma ter ia l a sta tue t te of a boy
ex tract ing a tho rn from h is foo t, probably a copy of the ant ique
in the Duca l Ga l lery at F lorence . The re were a l so twenty oil
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pa int ings in the room,
s ome of whi ch we re hung round the hood

of the fi replace . Bes ides these wo rks of a rt the re we re severa l
p ieces of fu rni tu re, as , for ins tance, a la rge pres s c onta in ing a

comple te s et of a rmou r , a s ideboa rd a la mode d’

I ta lie ,

"

g i ven
as a pres ent by the Vic e roy of Naples ; a s qua re table of inla id
work a sma l le r table bea r ing the a rms of Burgundy and S pa in
th ree m i r ro rs ; a numbe r of objects in rock - c rys ta l ; and las t ly
some fea the r d res ses from I nd ia (S . Amer ic a p resented by
the Emperor.

It is provok ing tha t the inventory, m inu te as i t is , shou l d
desert us at the mos t important po int

,
and g i ve ins uffic ient da ta

for es t ima t ing the s i z e of the room. I conjec tu re tha t i t was
abou t 46 ft . long from the fo l lowing cons ide ra t ions . In the fi rs t
p lace, I a l low 2 ft . for the wid th of each desk . Of these there
we re four be tween the doo r and the fireplac e = 8 ft . Second ly,
I a l low 3 ft . each for the five interva l s = 15 ft.

,
or a tota l of 23 ft .

from the doo r to the fi replace . For the fi repla ce i ts e l f I a l low
10 ft . Be tween the fi replace and the wa l l conta in ing the window
or windows

,
there were two desks and th ree interva ls = I 3 ft .

I po inted out above tha t 43 ft . at leas t m ight be a l lowed for the
she l f extend ing from the door to the fi rep lace . Of th i s I have
abso rbed 23 ft.

, leaving 20 ft. for the d i s tance from the door to
the co rner of the room. As we are not to l d anyth ing abou t the
pos i t ion of the doo r my es t ima te of the s i z e of the room c annot
be ca r r ied fu rther.
A s imi la r a rrangement obta ined in the l i b ra ry of Anne de

France , daugh ter of Lou is XL,
or a s she is usua l ly ca l led Anne

de Beaujeu ‘. Her ca ta logue made 19 Septembe r, 1 5 2 3, reco rd s

3 14 t i t les , whi ch I need ha rd ly say rep resent a far la rge r numbe r o f
books . They we re a rranged l i ke those of the D uches s Ma rga ret,
on e leven des ks Thes e we re set round a room,

wi th
the except ion of two which we re pla c ed in. the m i dd le of i t . It

is inte res t ing to no te respec t ing one of thes e , tha t i t had a

cupboa rd a t the end , for the contents are entered as fo l lows
d a bout dudit fiau/pz

'

tre sont efzc los les livres gm
’

s
’

wzs zrz
'

vent, and

s i x teen vo l umes are enume ra ted . The re was a lso a she l f s et

aga ins t the wa l l , des c r ibed as la plus firm/t pozz401
°

tre 13 long de

[a dz
'

te mum z
’

lle, wh ich conta ined fifty- five vol umes . Th i s desk
Lerou de Linc ey, [VJ/anger dc [a Soc iJ/c

'

dz : 1850. p. 23 1 .
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WHEEL - DESK

5 7d] ; of Fools
, bu t of a cu rious ly modern type, occu rs in an

Hours in the F i tz wi l l iam Mu s eum,
Cambr idge, exec u ted abou t

144 5 for I sabe l , Duches s of Br i t tany. The p ic tu re (fig. 139)
represents S . John wr i t ing h is Gos pe l .
A mod ifi ca t ion of th is fo rm of des k was c ommon in I ta ly .

I t is often used by pa inte rs of the fi fteenth centu ry in p ic tu res of

the Annunc ia t ion,
where i t does du ty as a pr ie - d ieu . The ex

ample I have se lected (fig . 140) is from a pa int ing by Benede t to
Bonfig li , in the chu rch of 8 . Peter at Pe rug ia . I t represents
S . Je rome wri t ing . A sma l l c i rcu la r revo l v ing des k , at the

left - hand co rne r of the la rge r desk , ho lds the wo rk he is

copying or referr ing to . On the desk nea r the inks tand l ies
the po inted s tylus ment ioned above. Be low the cupboa rd c on

ta ining book s is a d rawer. Projec t ing from the top of the

revo l v ing des k , the re is a ve rt i ca l rod of i ron wi th a long
ho r i z onta l arm. Th is is no doub t intended to ca rry a lante rn.

I sha l l short l y g i ve an example of one in s uch a pos i t ion.

I now re tu rn to the whee l - desk
,
of whi ch I have a l ready

figured one spec imen (fig. A
'

p iece of fu rni tu re cons i s t ing

F ig . 141 . C irc u lar book - de s k .

From a MS . of F a i r c t Ges tc s du R oi A lexa ndre, in th e B ritish Museum.
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WHEEL tDESK

of
.
one or mo re tab les wh ich cou ld be ra ised or depres sed by

means of a cent ra l s c rew , was very gene ra l ly used by s cho la rs
in the Midd le Ages . I sha l l p resent a few of the mos t common
fo rms .

My fi rs t spec imen is from a manus cr ipt in the Br i t ish
Museum, wr i tten and i l l umina ted in Eng land in the midd le
of the fifteenth

'

c entury. It is ca l led Fans at Gestes dz: R oz

Aloxandre‘. The pi ctu re (fig . 14 1) represents Alexande r as a

F ig . 142 . 8 . Luke writ ing h is Gos pe l .
From the Dunois Home, 3 MS . in the posse ssion of H . Y. Thompson, E sq .

1 MSS . Mus . Brit. 1 5 E . V1.

C. L .



WHEEL- DESKS

l i t t le ch i ld , s tand ing in front of h is tu tor, who is sea ted in one

of the cha i rs I des c r i bed above . On the lea rned man’

s r igh t
is h is book - desk . A c i rcu la r table wi th a rim round i t to
prevent the books fa l l ing off

,
is s uppo rted on a cent ra l pedes ta l ,

wh ich conta ins the s crew. The top of the sa id s c rew is c on

c ealed by the l i t t le Goth ic t u rre t in the cent re of th e table.

Th is tu r ret a ls o s upports the book wh i ch the reade r has in use.

My next example is from a m in ia tu re in a vo l ume of Hou rs
known a s the D uno is Horw,

a lso wri t ten in the m idd le of the

fi fteenth centu ry. It has been s l ight ly enla rged in orde r to
br ing out the de ta i ls mo re c lea r ly. The subject is S . L uke
wri t ing h is Gospe l , but the backg round rep resents a s cho la r’s
room. The re is a bookcase of a ve ry mode rn type, a table
wi th two fo l io vo l umes l ying upon i t , and in the cent re a

hexagona l book - des k , wi th a l i tt le Goth ic tu rre t a s in the las t
example . Round the s c rew unde r the table are fou r cyl ind r ica l

F ig . 143 . A lady s eated in h er c h a ir read ing .

From a MS . wr itten in Franc e , early in the fifteenth c entury.
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and two or more tables . I w i l l content myse l f w i th one more
example (fig . 144)wh ich shews the s c rew exceed ing ly we l l , and
the two tab les above i t. The uppe rmos t of these s erves a s a

ledge to res t the books on
,
as does a lso the hexagona l b lock

above i t wh ich concea l s the top of the s c rew ‘
.

We meet occas iona l ly wi th a so l id desk , by wh ich I mean

one the leve l of wh ich cannot be a l tered . In the example he re

g i ven (fig . 14 5) from a F rench MS . of L e M z
'

roz
'

r H z
'

s tor z
'

a l, there
is a cent ra l spi ke wh ich I su spec t to have been intended to ca rry
a cand le”.

In some examples of these book - desk s the pedes ta l is
ut i l i z ed as a book - cupboa rd (fig . The p ic tu re wh ich I have
se lected as shewing a desk of th is pecu l ia r i ty is s ingu la r ly
beau t i fu l

,
and finished in the h ighes t s tyle of a rt ava i lable at the

end of the fi fteenth centu ry in F rance. I t forms ha l f of the

front isp iece to a fine manus c r ipt of Boc c ac io’

s L z
'

ore dos ms dos

nza l/zenronx nobles Izonznzos et fommes
s
. The cent ra l figu re is

appa rent l y lectu r ing on tha t mov ing theme
,
for in front of h im,

in the othe r ha l f of the p ic tu re , is a c rowd of men exh ib i t ing
the i r inte res t by the vio lence of the i r ges tu res . On h is le ft is
the des k I ment ioned i t s tand s on an unus ua l ly firm base

, and

one s ide of th e ve rt i ca l port ion is p ie rced by an a rch
,
so a s to

make the cent ra l cavi ty ava i lable for putt ing books in. F rom
the cent re of the table r ises a ta l l sp ike , appa rent ly of i ron, to

wh ich is a tta ched a ho r i z onta l a rm,
bea r ing a l ighted lante rn.

On the table
,
in add i t ion to th ree books

,
is an ink s tand and

pen
- case . In front of the lectu re r is a ca rved ches t, probably

one of those book - coffers wh ich I have a l ready ment ioned . The

cha i r and canopy a re r i ch ly ca rved
,
and the back of the s ea t is

pa rt ia l ly cove red by a piece of tapes try . Fu rthe r, the lectu re r is
a l lowed the unu sua l l uxu ry of a cu sh ion.

I wi l l next dea l w i th the app l iances for read ing and wri t ing
d i rec tly connec ted with the cha i rs in wh ich s cho la rs s at, and I

wi l l beg in wi th the desk .

1 Paris , B ibl iotheque de l’Arsenal, MS . 5 193 , fol. 3 1 1 . Boc c ac io : Cos (13s ma l

Izem '

e ux nobles Ito/tunes et femmes .

2 Paris , B ibl . Nat., MSS . Franca is , 50, LeMiroir H is/ar ia ] , byV incent de Beauva is ,
fol. 340 . Probab ly wri tten in cent. xv .

3 MSS . Mus . Brit. Add . 3 5 32 1 . MSS . VV
addesdon, No . 1 2 . Bequeathed by

Baron Ferd inand Rothsch i ld .
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F ig . 150.
A w r iter w ith h is de s k and tab le .
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SCHOLA'R’

S CHA I R AND DES K

The s imples t fo rm of desk is a p la in boa rd , set a t a s u i table
ang le by means of a cha in or cord extend ing from one of its

co rne rs to the ba ck of the cha i r, wh i le the oppos i te co rner res ts
aga ins t a peg d r iven into the a rm of the cha i r. Th is a r range
ment

,
va r ious ly mod ified , occu rs very frequent ly ; somet imes

the re are two pegs and two cha ins , but wha t I may te rm the

F ig . 147 . S . Mark writ ing h i s Gos pe l .
From a MS . Hour s written in Fra nc e in the fifteenth c entury.

norma l form is shewn in my i l l us t ra t ion (fig . It is d iffi cu l t
to unde rs tand how the desk was kept s teady .

The a utho r whose s tudy I sha l l figure next (fig . 148) is
engaged in wr i t ing the Chroni c les of Ha inault

'z
. H is des k res ts

secu re ly on two i rons fa s tened to the a rms of h is c ha i r. On h is

1 MSS . Bodl. L ib . Oxf. , MSS . Raw]. L iturg . e . 24 , fol. 17 b.

2 MSS . B ib l ioth '

eque Roya le de B ruxel les , No. 9242 . C/trom
’

gues do Ha z
'

naut,

Pt. 1. fol. 2
, 1446.



se i ioLAR
’

s C l -IAIR AND DESK

r ight is a pla in lecte rn wi th an open vo l ume on each s ide of i t,
and beh ind a re two or mo re she l ves s et aga ins t the wa l l w i th
books ly ing on the i r s ides . On h is left is a ches t

,
pres umably

a book - ches t , wi th books ly ing on its c losed l id . One of these

is open. He has prudent l y p la ced h is cha i r nea r the w indow
in s uch a pos i t ion tha t the l ight fa l ls upon his wo rk from the

left . I t shou ld be noted tha t the upper pa rt of the window onl y
is g la z ed , the lowe r pa rt be ing c losed by shutte rs . When these
a re th rown back , the l ights a re s een to be fi l led to ha l f the i r
he ight wi th a t re l l is , s uch as was orde red for the F rench k ing

’

s

l i bra ry.

My th i rd example of a cha i r fi t ted w i th a des k (fig . 149) is

taken from L es JVl z
'

ra eles o
’
e Notre Dame‘

,
a manus cr ip t wh i ch

be longed to Ph i l i p the Good , D uke of Burgundy, and was

wri t ten for h im at the Hague in 14 56. The i l l us t ra t ion rep resents
5 . J e rome sea ted in h is s tudy . F rom a rm to arm of the cha i r
extend s a des k of a ve ry firm and so l i d cons t ruc t ion. The ends
of th is des k appa rent ly d rop into the heads of the sma l l co l umns

wi th wh ich the a rms of the c ha i r te rm ina te. The sa int h a s in
h is left hand a po inted s tylus , and in h is r ight a pen,

wh ich he is
ho l d ing up to the l ight . On the des k bes i de the manus c r ipt
l ies an ink - horn. To the r ight of the s a int ’s cha i r is a hexagona l
table wi th a h igh ledge round i t . The re is no evidence tha t
th is table has a s c rew ; bu t the sma l l s ubs id ia ry d esk above i t
seems to be provided w i th one. It w i l l be obse rved tha t the
s upport of th is desk is not d i rect ly ove r tha t of the table benea th
i t . The desk is provided w i th two s l i ts—an ingen ious cont r i vance
for dea l ing wi th a ro l l . On the table, bes i des an open book

,
a re

a pa i r of specta c les
,
fo u r pens , a sma l l box wh ich may conta in

F renc h cha l k for poun
‘

c ing , and wha t looks l i ke a p iece of sponge.

I now figu re two d i ffe rent s ets of l i b ra ry appl iances . The

fi rs t (fig . 1 50) is from a manus c r ipt of the L z
'

vre (les P ropr iete
’

s

des Grows , in the Bri t ish Mus eum
,
wri tten in the fi fteenth

centu ry”
. The wri te r is s ea ted in one of those low cha i rs wh ich

1 MSS . B ibl . N at. Pari s , MSS . Fran. 9198 . See Al z
'

rac/es do Nostre Dame,
by J . Mielot, Roxburghe C lub , 1885 ; with introduct ion by G . F . Warner, M.A.

2 MSS . Cotton, Augustus , V1. fol. 2 13 There is a beaut i fu l examp le of a tab le
and desk on th is p lan in a MS . of La Ct

'

tc
'

(les Dames , from the old Roya l L ibrary of
France in the B ib l . Nat. , MSS . Fran. 1 177 .
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F ig . 149 . S . J erome in h i s s tudy .

From Les [Mira c les a
’
e N ostr e D ame

, written a t the Hague in 14 56.





https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


SCHOLAR’S CHAI R AND DES K

The s econd example (fig. 1 5 1) shews S . L uke s i t t ing on a

bench wr i t ing at a table ‘
. The top , which is very mas s i ve

,
res ts

on fou r legs , mo rt i ced into a frame . In front of th is table is a

des k of pecu l ia r fo rm the lowe r pa rt resembles a reve rs ed cone ,
and the uppe r pa rt a second cone of sma l le r d iameter, s o as to

leave s pace enough between the two bases for a ledge to res t
books on. Round the ba se of the des k th ree qua int l ions do
duty as fee t . These l ions occu r aga in benea th the frame of

the p i ctu re , and may be connec ted w ith a forme r posses so r of

the manus cr ipt . The pedes ta l of the des k is a tw is ted co l umn
,

wh ich
,
l i ke the base , and indeed the who le s t ru ct u re, look s a s

though i t we re made of bras s .

I now pass to a to ta l ly d i ffe rent way of fi tt ing up a s tudy,
wh ich seems to have been common in I ta ly, to j udge by the

numbe r of pa int ings in wh ich i t occu rs . I t cons is ts of a ma s s i ve
des k of wood , one pa rt of wh ic h is s et at r ight ang les to the

othe r, and is connected in va r ious ways wi th she l ves
,
d rawers ,

F ig . 15 2 . S . Augus t ine at h i s desk .

From a pa inting by Fra Fi l ippo L ipp i a t Florenc e.

MSS . Bodl. Lib . Oxf. , MSS . Douce , No. 38 1 , fol. 1 5 9. A s econd examp le
occurs in the same MS . , fol. 160.
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F i g . 15 4 . A w r i ter a t work .

From a French trans lation of Valer ius Illaxz
'

mus , written and i l luminated in F landers
in 1479, for K ing Edward I V .
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BOOK - CUPBOARDS I N THE WALL

p igeon- ho les , and othe r contr i vances for ho l d ing books and

pape rs . In the example I here figu re (fig . from a pa int ing
by Fra F i l ippo L i pp i (14 12 - 4 469) repres ent ing 5 . Augus t ine

’

s

v is ion of the Tr ini ty, the re are two sma l l reces ses above the des k
on the s a int’s r igh t, both conta ining books , and beh ind the

s ho rte r por t ion of the desk , th ree s he l ves a lso wi th books on

them. Attached to the end of the desk is a sma l l t ray, probably
to conta in pens .

A s im i la r des k occu rs in the beau t i fu l p i c tu re by Ca tena in
the Na t iona l Ga l lery‘, represent ing S . Jerome read ing , of wh ich
I g i ve a reproduct ion on a reduced s ca le (fig . Th is p ictu re
a l so conta ins an exce l lent example of a cupboa rd in the

th ickness of the wa l l , a cont r ivance for tak ing ca re of books
a s common in the Mi dd le Ages as i t had been in Roman t imes

”
.

Cupboa rd s in the th i ckness of the wa l l a re a lso to be seen in
the front is piece (fig. 1 54) to a copy of a French trans la t ion of

Va le r i us Max imus 3, wri tten ih
' F lande rs in 1479 for K ing

Edwa rd IV . Th e wri te r—probably intended for the autho r
or the t rans la tor of the book—is sea ted at a des k, cons is t ing of a

plank set at an ang le and capable of be ing t u rned a s ide by
means of a cent ra l bracke t , l i ke tha t used by the Ca rme l i te

(fig . Obse rve the two we ights hang ing ove r the edge of

the des k and the ends of the two ho rns , intended to ho l d ink ,
project ing th rough i t . The w indow, a s in the p i ct ure represent
ing the au tho r of the Chron i c les of H a inau l t at work , is g la z ed
in the uppe r pa rt only, wh i le in the lowe r are two framed
t re l l is es of w i re - work . Beh ind the wr i te r are two cupboa rd s in
the th i cknes s of the wa l l . One of these is open

,
and shews

book s l y ing on the i r s i des
,
upon wh i ch a re some pomeg rana tes .

I cannot sugges t
“

any reason for the int roduct ion of these fru i ts ,
except tha t from the i r colou r they make a pleas ing va r ie ty ; bu t
I ough t to ment ion tha t they occu r ve ry frequent ly in m in ia tu res
represent ing a wr i te r at work . On the othe r s ide of the window
is a sma l l hang ing cupboa rd . H e re aga in a fru i t is introduced
on the lowes t she l f. Round the room is a set t le , ra ised above

1 I have to thank my friend S idney Col v in, M.A. , for draw ing my attention to

th is p icture .

2 See above, pp . 3 7, 38 .

3 MSS . Mus . Brit. 18 E . w .



A SCHOLAR’

S CHAMBER

the floo r on blocks a t inte rva l s . The s ea t is probably a ches t
,

a s in the s et t le s des c ri bed above in the Va t i can L i b ra ry.

The las t p i ctu re (fig . 1 5 5) in th is se r ies of i l l us t ra t ions
represents wha t I l i ke to ca l l a s cho la r

’

s room
, at the beg inn ing

of the fi fteenth centu ry ‘. The owne r of the apa rtment is bus i l y
wr i t ing at a des k s uppo rted on a t res t le—table. He ho l ds a

s tylus in h is left hand , and a pen in h is r igh t . The ink - horn he
is us ing is inse rted into the desk . Above i t a re holes for two
othe rs , in c as e he shou ld requ i re ink of d i ffe rent co lours . Above
the ink s tand is a pen s tu ck in a ho le , wi th vacant ho les bes ide i t .
The page on the des k is kept fl at by a we ight. Above th is des k
is a second desk , of nea r ly equa l s i z e, on whi ch l ies an open book

,

kept open by a la rge we ight , extend ing over two- th i rds of the

open pages . Beh ind the wr i te r’s cha i r is h is book - ches t . The

ba ckg round repres ents a we l l - appo inted chambe r. The floo r is
paved wi th encaus t i c t i les ; a br igh t fire is bu rning on the

hea rth ; the window ,
on the s ame plan as tha t des c r ibed in the

las t p ic tu re , is open a comfo rtable—not to s ay l uxu r ious—bed
invi tes repose . The wa l ls are unplas tered , bu t the re is a hang ing
unde r the window and ove r the head of the bed.

With th is s imple room,
conta in ing a s cho la r’s nec es s a r ies and

no mo re , I wi l l cont ras t the s tudy of the Duke of Urbino .

Th is bea u t i fu l room,
wh ich s t i l l ex is ts a s th e Duke le ft i t , is

on an uppe r floo r of the cas t le , command ing from its ba l cony ,
wh ich faces the sou th

,
an extens i ve view of the approach to

the Ca s t le
,
the c i ty, and the count ry beyond , backed by the

Apenn ines . It is of sma l l s i z e , meas u ring on ly 1 1 ft . 6 in. by
13 ft. 4 in. , and is s omewha t i r regu la r in shape. It is entered
by a doo r from the Duke’

s pr iva te apa rtment. The floor is
paved w i th rough t i les s et in patte rns . The wa l ls a re pane l led
to a he ight of abou t e ight feet . The bare space be tween
the top of the pane l - wo rk and the ce i l ing was probably hung
wi th tapes t ry. The ce i l ing is a beau t i fu l s pec imen of the mos t
e labo ra te plas ter - wo rk

,
d isposed in octagona l pane l s . The de cora

t ion of the pane l - wo rk beg ins wi th a representa t ion of a bench , on
wh ich va r ious objects a re lying execu ted in inta rs ia work . Above

1 Le D e
’

oat de l
’
fionnenr entre trois P r imes elzeva/erenx . B ib l . Roy. Bruxe l les ,

No . 9278, fol. to . The MS . is from the l ibrary of the Dukes of Burgundy, and may

be dated in the second th ird of the fifteenth century.
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F ig . 15 5 . A Sch o l ar’s room in th e fi fteenth century.

From a MS . in the Roya l L ibrary at Brussels .
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L I BRARY IN PALAZZO BARBE R I N I

we say, and there I endeavour to make mysel f an absolute Monarc h
,

and so seques ter th i s one Corner from all Soc iety both Conjuga l , Fi l ia l ,
and Civi l ‘.

The not i ces of l i bra r ies wh ich I have co l lected have brought
me to the end of the s ix teenth centu ry

,
by wh ich t ime mos t of

the appl iances in use in the Mid d le Ages had been g i ven up .

I hope tha t I have not exhau s ted the pa t ience of my reade rs
by present ing too long a ser ies of i l l us t ra t ions ext rac ted from
manus cr ipts . I love

,
as I look at them, to pic tu re to myse l f the

med ieva l man of le t ters , labor ious ly penn ing vo l uminous t rea t is es
in the wri t ing room of a mona s te ry

,
or in h is own s t udy

,
w ith h is

s canty co l lect ion of books wi th in his rea ch , on she l ves
,
or in a

ches t , or lying on a table. We some t imes ca l l the ages da rk in
wh ich he l i ved , bu t the mechan i ca l ingenu i ty d is played in the

devi ces by wh ich h is s t ud ies we re as s i s ted might pu t to shame
the cabine t - make rs of our own day.

As the fash ion of co l lec t ing books , and of having them bound
at a lavi sh expense , inc reased , i t was obvious tha t they mus t be
la id out so as to be seen and cons u l ted w i thou t the danger of
s po i l ing the i r cos t l y cove rs . Hence the deve lopment of the

lecte rn- sys tem in pr iva te hous es , and the
'

a r rangement of a room
s uch a s the Duches s Ma rga ret pos ses s ed a t Ma l ines . G radua l ly

,

however, as book s mu l t i p l ied , and came into the pos s es s ion of

pe rsons who cou ld not a fford cos t ly b ind ings , lecte rns we re
abandoned , and book s we re ranged on she l ves aga ins t the wa l l ,
a s in the publ i c l ib raries wh i ch I des c r i bed in the la s t chapte r.

There is s t i l l in ex i s tence , on an upper floo r in the Pa la z z o
Ba rbe r in i a t Rome , a l i bra ry of th is des c ript ion,

wh i ch ha s

probably not been a l tered in any way s ince i t wa s fi tted up
by Ca rd ina l F rances co Ba rber in i abou t 1630. The ' room is

105 ft . long by 28 ft . broad , and is admi rably l ighted by two

windows in the south wa l l
,
and s even in the ga l le ry. The

she l ves are s et round three s ides of the room a t a sho r t d is tance
from the wa l l , so a s to leave spa ce for a ga l lery and the s ta i rs to
i t . The ca ses are d i vided into compa rtments by fluted I on ic
co l umns 5 ft. h igh . These res t upon a fl at she l f 14 in. wide ,
benea th wh ich are d rawe rs for pape rs and a row of fo l ios . Th is

1 E ssays of lll i cbael Setlgnenr a
’
e [Monta igne Made Eng l ish byCh . Cotton, Vol. 111.

pp . 5 3 , 8vo . London, 1 74 1 . I have to thank my friend Mr A. F . S ievek ing for

th is reference.



L IBRARY OF DEAN BOYS

pa rt of the s t ru ctu re is 3 ft . h igh from the floor to the ba se of

the co l umns . Above the co l umns is a corn i ce
,
pa r t of wh ich is

u t i l i z ed for books
,
and above th i s aga in is the ga l le ry, whe re

the a rrangement of the she l ves is a repe t i t ion of wha t I have
des cr ibed in the lower pa rt
of the room. Dwa rf cases in
a pla ine r s tyle and of la te r
da te a re set a long the s ides
and ends of the room. Upon
these are des ks for the

ca ta logue , a pa i r of g lobes ,
some as t ronom i ca l ins tru

ments , and some sepu lch ra l
u rns found at P raenes te .

The o l de r woodwo rk in th is
l ib ra ry has neve r been pa int
ed or va rn ished

,
and the

who le aspec t of the room is

s ingu la rl y old - wor l d and

de l ight fu l .
Ano the r ins tance is afford

ed by the s ke tch ofthe l i bra ry
ofJohn Boys ,Dean ofCante r
bu ry, who d ied in 162 5 . I t

occu rs on the t i t le - page of h is

works da ted 162 2 , and I may

add on h is tomb in Cante r
bu ry Ca thed ra l a l so. He

c l ung to anc ient fash ions so

fa r as to set h is , books wi th the i r fo re - edge outwa rd s , but in
o the r respec ts h is book - she l ves are of a modern type .

F ig . 156 . Dean B oys in h i s L ibra ry , 1622 .

I have now rea ched the l im i t wh i ch I imposed upon myse l f
when I began th i s es say. But befo re I concl ude let me say a

few la s t wo rds . I wi sh to po int out tha t co l lecto rs and

bu i lde rs in the Mi dd le Ages d id not gua rd the i r manus c r ipts
wi th jea lou s ca re me re ly because they h ad pa id a h igh pr ice to

have them wri tten ; they rec ogn is ed wha t I may ca l l the per
sona l e lement in them they inves ted them wi th th e senses and



CONCLUS ION [CHAR 1x

the fee l ings of human be ings ; and bes towed them l i ke gues ts
whom they de l ighted to honou r. No one who reads the P/zz

'

lo

bib/on c an fa i l to see tha t every page of i t is pe rvaded by th is
sent iment ; and th is I th ink expla ins the e labo ra te precau t ions

'

aga ins t theft ; the equa l ly e labo ra te ca re taken to a rrange a

l ib ra ry in s o o rder l y a fash ion tha t each book m igh t be
a cces s ib le wi th the leas t d iffic u l ty and the leas t de lay ; and the

exube rant g ra t i tude wi th wh ich the a r r i va l of a new book was
we lcomed .

In my present work I have looked at l i b ra r ies from the

techn i ca l s ide exc l us i ve ly. I t wou ld have been u se less to t ry to
combine fire and wa te r, sent iment and fac t . Bu t let me rem ind
my readers tha t we are not so fa r removed from the med ieva l
s tandpo int a s some of us perhaps wou ld w ish . When we ente r
the l i bra ry of Queens ’ Co l lege, or the o l de r pa rt of the

Un i ve rs i ty L i bra ry, at Cambr idge , where the re has been c on

t inu ity from the fi fteenth centu ry to the p resent day, a re we

not moved by fee l ings s u c h a s I have t r ied to ind i ca te , s uch
in fa ct a s moved J ohn Le land when he s aw the l i bra ry at

G las tonbu ry for the fi rs t t ime ?

Moreover, the re is another sent iment c los e ly a l l ied to th i s by
wh i ch membe rs of a Co l lege or a Un i vers i ty are more deeply
moved than others— I mean the sent iment of as soc ia t ion. The

mos t p rosa i c among them cannot fa i l to remembe r tha t the very
floo rs were t rodden by the fee t of the g rea t s cho la rs of the pas t ;
tha t E rasmu s may have sat at tha t w indow on tha t bench , and
read the ve ry book wh ich we are ou rse l ves abou t to bor row.

Bu t in these co l lect ions the present is not fo rgotten ; the
au thors of to - day a re tak ing the i r p laces bes ide the au thors of

the pas t , and are be ing t rea ted w i th the s ame ca re. On all

s ides we s ee prog res s ; the lecte rns and the s ta l l s are s t i l l in use

and keep g reen the memo ry of old fash ions ; wh i le nea r them the

pla in she l v ing of the twent ie th centu ry bea rs wi tnes s to the

eve r - present need for mo re s pace to ho l d the invad ing ho rdes
of books tha t represent the l i te ra tu re of to - day. On the one

hand , we see the pa s t ; on the othe r
, the present ; and both a re

an ima ted by fu l l , v igorou s l i fe .
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Cistercians : rules for books , 70 ; evolution
of bookmoom, 84

- 89 ; p lan of th is at

Fossa Nuova , 85 ; K irk sta l l , Mitzi ;
arrangement of book s in, a t Meaux ,
86 ; Titc hfield , 87 ; book - rooms at

west end of Chapter House , Furnes s ,
27 nd ; Ca lder Abbey , 88 ; Founta ins ,

Beaul ieu , 89 ; Hayles , ibz
’

d . ;

Chester Cathedra l , _
ioia'.

C iteaux : books c h ai’ped near Chapter
House , 89 ; arrangement of book s ,
saec . x v . , 103—106 permanent l ibrary,
109
—1 1 2

C itrus : identi ficat ion of tree s o ca l led ,
2 2 , note ; used to preserve ro l ls , 29

C la irvaux : curse used , 78 ; books cha ined
near ChapterHouse , 89 ; l ibrary , 1 12—4 ;
cata logue of th is d isc us sed, 196

—8 ; na
ture of fittings , 198

C lare Co l l . , Camb . : acc ount of old

l ibrary , 186 ; new cases put up 162 7,

Loud

2 1



INDEX

£01214 the ir p lan d iscus sed, 187 ; new

l ibrary fitted up, 285

c las s : mean ing of word d i scussed, 243
c la u strum s z

'

ne a rma r io etc . , 75

Cleopatra : rece i ves l ibrary of Pergamon
from Antony , 8

Clo ister : the centre of monast ic l i fe, 80 ;
work interrupted by cold and bad

weather, z
'

oid . ; acti v ity a t S . Martin’
s ,

Tourna i , 8 1 ; arrangements a t Durham
described , 90 ; i l lustrated by re ference
to W'

estminster Abbey, 9 1—94 ; was

glaz ed at Durham, 90 ; in other Houses ,

1oo

C luniacs : regu lations in the ir Customs
respecting book s , 67 ; date of these
Customs , 68 , note ; book - room in the ir
priory at Much Wenlock , 87

Cobham, Thomas : l ibrary , Oxf. , 148

15 1 ; sta ined gla ss in windows , 24 2

Codex , a book how ac commodated, 36,
37 figured on tomb ofGa l la P lac id ia ,
39

Codex Amiatinus representation of

a rma r inm described , 40
Cold , in cloister, 80
colzunpna a set of she l ves , 87
communes libr i : mean ing of term, 82

Corb ie : note from MS . once belong ing
to, 75 , note ; injunction to use a MS . at,

careful l y, 77 and note ; endowment of
l ibrary, 79

eornna : used for the knobs of a ro l l , 28
Corpus Christi Co l l . , Camb . : book s
cha ined 1 5 23 , 264

Corpus Christ i Co l l . , Oxf. : l ibrary s tatute,
13 7, 138 ; provis ions aga inst ind is
criminate cha in ing , 138 fittings
supp l ied 1 5 1 7, 1 72 ; a type of the

sta l l - system, e levation of one

bookcase, 1 73
Cosma e Damiano : church of, in Rome,

2 5 , 26

Cra tes (of Ma l lus) : his v is it to Rome
and influence there

, 14

Cre igh ton, Rob .
, Bp of We l ls : fits up

cathedra l l ibrary , 188

Croxden, Ci stercian Abbey : book - room,

86

Cr uas , on the Rhone : book -

press in the

church , 94
Cupboards : in th ickness of wa l l , 3 13

Curses , on thos
'

e

'

who stea l or damage

MS S ” 77

Cuthbert, Abbat of Wearmouth : h is

scribes para lysed w ith c o ld , 80

Damasus , Pope : h is a rc hivum or Record
Office, 4 2

(lemons/r a tio meaning discussed , 243

Demosthenes : statue of, to shew way of

ho ld ing ro l l , 2 7 ; rep l ica of his statue
at Knowle Park , fi nd , note

Denchworth l ibrary in church , 262
De Ross i : theory respecting S . Lorenzo
in Damaso , 4 2 ; of the use of a trip le
apse, 63

Derr : l ibrary at, exp lored by Dr W .

Budge , 4

(term s : meaning d i scus sed , 242

word used in cata logue of

Dover Priory, 194
- 196 ; meaning dis

cus sed , 196, 243

A1¢0épa = c over of a roll, 29 ; co loured
purp le , 29

Do lci , G iovannino dei : suppl ies book
cases to Vatican L ibrary , 2 18

domunc nla : a compartment of a book
case, 244

Dover, Priory of S . Martin at : intro
duction to cata logue trans lated , 194

Durham description of the book -

pres ses
and c arrel ls in the clo ister, 90 ; a r ma

rz
'

um commune, 93 p lan ofwindow and

account of c arre l ls , 96—99 ; l ibrary at
,

saec . x i i . , 102 ; enumeration of books
at, saec . x i v. , 103 ; l ibrary at, bu i lt
1446, 107 ; l ibrary fitted up by Dean

Sudbury, saec . x v i i . , 189
Durham Co l l . , Oxf. : l ibrary, 142

Ely: endowment of ser z
'

ptonz
'

nm at, 79
Emmanue l Col l . , Camb . bookcases at,

2 5 4 ; new ca ses in l ibrary, 28 5
Endowment of l ibraries : at Corb ie , 79 ;
S . Martindes Champs , ioia’ ; S . Beno it
sur -Lo ire (F leury), Mini ; at Ely, font.

Entreaties to use books careful l y , 76
use of word exp la ined, 32 ,

note

Escoria l : bui lt by Ph i l ip I I ., 267 ; de

scription of l ibrary , 268 ; of bookcases ,
269 ; cases cop ied a t B ib l iotheque
Maz arine, 2 73
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I low ley
- l Iarrison L ibrary, Canterbury ,

2 56

Humphrey , D . of Gloucester : h is MS S .

at Ox ford , 24 7

index = tic ket bearing the title of a rol l ,
28 ; of some bright c olour, 29 ; used

in Cicero’
s l ibrary , 33

I s idore , Bp of Sev i l le : 011 l ibrary of

Pol l io at Rome , 12 ; on decoration of

l ibraries , 4 1 account of h is own

. l ibrary , 4 5 , 46
I vory : books written on, 20

Jerome advises consul tation of

c hurch - l ibraries , 62 ; on l ibrary at

Caesarea , col lated there MSS .

used by Origen, z
'

l n
'

d.

Jerusa lem : l ibrary , 62
J ervaulx, C is tercian Abbey : book - room,

86

Jesus Co l l . , Camb . equ id istant windows
of l ibrary, 148 ; glass in l ibrary , 242 ;

bookcases , 2 5 4
Jews : used a rma r ia in synagog ues to

conta in the ro l ls of the law , 39, note

John (S .) th e Baptist, Col l . , Oxf. : l ibrary
s tatute a t

, 137 ; l ibrary described, 185

the E vangel i st, Co l l . , Camb . :

equ id istant windows in old l ibrary ,
148 ; contract for desks , 160 ; book
cha ined at, 1 564 , 265 ; l ibrary bui lt
1623

- 1628, 248
—2 5 1

Jumiéges : curse from MS . at, 78

Juniper : bought to fumigate Vatican
L ibrary, 2 32

Kederminster , S ir John : founds l ibrary
at Langley, 2 5 8

Kemp is , Thomas a: quotation from, on

desolate condition of priest and convent
w ithout books , 75 ; injunction to use

MSS . careful l y, 77
K ing’

s Col l . , Camb . : l ibrary statute,
137 ; number of books in l ibrary 145 3 ,
14 5 ; bookcase bybequest from N . Ho Chri s tian : s ituated in or near
bart, 2 5 4 ; Co le’

s account of l ibrary, churches , 61 ; at Jerusa lem, 62 ; at

2 5 5 ; cha ins taken 06 1777, 266 Cae sarea , at C irta , at

K irkstallAbbey: thea rma r ium commune, H ippo, 63 ; use of the triple apse, 63
8 5 of Col leges : s tatutes of Merton

Kouyunjik : l ibrary, d iscovered by La Col l . , Oxford , 133 ; Uni vers ity, 133 ;

yard, 2 ; criticised by Dr W . Budge , 4 Orie l
,

13 3 ; Peterhouse, Cambridge,

Lanc iani , R . d iscovers a pri vate l ibrary
in Rome, 2 2 ; describes record - house

of Vespas ian, 26

Lanfranc, Abp : decree respecting use of

book s , 67
Lang ley Marye : l ibrary

, 2 5 8

Lateran Museum,
Rome : sculpture re

presenting actor with masks , 36
Layard : l ibrary discovered by h im at

Kouyunjik , 2
Leaver, James : gi ves press to Bo lton
school , Lancash ire , 264

Lec tern~ sys tem=fittings in earl y l ibraries
so named, 1 5 1

—1 5 3 ; at Zutphen , 1 5 3
1 5 9 ; Queens ’ Col l . , Camb . , 1 5 1 , 1 59 ;

Pembroke Col l . , S .

_
J ohn

’
s Col l . , Peter

house , Camb . , 160 ; L inco ln Cathedra l ,
161 ; MS . Mus . Brit . , 162 ; Narem
berg , 163 ; the Sorbonne, Paris , 164 ;

the Col lege d
‘

Autun, Paris , 166 ;

Monastery of S . V ictor, Paris , 166 ;

Trinity Ha l l , Camb . , 168 ; MS . F itz
wi l l iam Mus . , 169 ; a t Uni vers ity of

Leyden, 1 70 ; Cesena , 199
—203 ; S .

Mark , F lorenc e , 205 ; Monte Ol i veto,
Ass is i , 206 ; Vatican , 2 2 5 ; Me

dic ean L ibrary , F lorence, 235—240 ; in
pri vate houses , 297—30 1

Iec t-r z
'

num desk , 161

Leland, John : his feel ings on entering
l ibrary a t G lastonbury, 194

Lep idus , Domitius : temple bui lt by h im
in Rome , 13

Zz
'

ber z book : deci s ion of the juri st U lp ian
as to what is included under th is
category , 37

L ibrarian : see Precentor—Armarius

L IBRAR I ES , As syrian : at Kouyunj ik ,

d iscovered by Layard , 2—4 ; at Derr, 4
ofCathedrals : 1 16—128 ; L inco ln,

1 1 7 161 Sa l i sbury , 1 2 1 Old S . Pau l 's ,
12 2 ; Wel l s , 1 23 ; Lic hfield , 1 23 ;

Noyon
, 124 ; B ayeux , 1 2 5 ; York , 12 5 ;

Troyes , 126 ; Worcester, 126 ; Rouen,
128



INDEX

L I BRAR I ES (cont )
134 ; Trinity Ha l l , 136 ; New Co l l . ,
Ox ford, 137 ; All Souls’, 137 ; Magda len
Co l l . , Ox ford, 138 ; Corpus Christ i
Co l l . , Oxford, 137 , 138 ; Pembroke
Co l l . , Cambridge , 139 ; resume of

regulations , fore ; loan of books from,

140 ; rules cop ied from monasteries ,
14 1 ; a rea l l ibrary an a fter- thought,
143 ; characteri stics of th is , 143 ; num
ber of books , 143

—148 ; d i v ided into
lending and reference departments , 145
examples of such l ibraries , 148 ; Bp

Cobham
’
s l ibrary, Oxf. , Queens’

Col l . , Camb . , a type , 1 5 1 , 1 5 9 ; fitt ings
at Pembroke and

_
other Col l . , 160 ;

S . John’

s Co l l . , Camb . , 248
—2 50 ; at

Peterhouse, 2 5 1 ; a t Gonvi l le and

Ca ius , Emmanuel , Jesus , Pembroke,
2 5 4 ; K ing’

s Co l l . , Camb . , z
'

oid. ;

Queen’
s Co l l . , Oxf. , 2 5 5

Greek : not ices of, in Athens and
el sewhere, 4 , 5 ; at Alexandria , 6 ; at
Pergamon, 7—12

med ieva l : genera l characterist ics ,
240

- 2 44

monastic : rule of Pachomius ,
64 ; genera l cons iderat ions , 65 ; Bene
d ietine Rule , 66 ; C luniac Customs,

decrees gi ven to Eng l ish Bene
dietines by Lanfranc, 67 ; Customs of

Bened ictineHouses , 68 ofCarthus ians ,

69 ; ofCis terc ians , 70 ; ofAugus tinians ,
of Premonstratens ians , 72 ; of

Mend icants , genera l conclus ions ,
73 ; d i v ided into l ibra ry of re ference
and l ibrary for lend ing , 74 ; open to

s trangers . 75 ; books a necessary
possess ion, not ; protection of books

,

76 ; curses , 77 ; endowment of libra ries ,
79 ; work done and

/

books kept in the
cloi ster, 80 ; furniture used, 8 1 ; a rma

r z
’

am commune, 82 ; at Fossa Nuova
,

fi nd ; at Worc ester, 84 ; evolution of

C istercian book - room, 84
—89 ; arrange

ments in Bened ictine Houses , 90 ; at

WestminsterAbbey ,9 1-

94 superv is ion
at S . Augustine

’

s , Canterbury, 99 ;
decoration, 100 ; growth of, 10 1 ; at

S . Riqu ier, S . Ga l l , Bobb io , Lorsch ,
D urham, Canterbury, 102 construction
of a spec ia l l ibrary, 106 ; at Canterbury ,

L IBfiAR I Es

Durham and G loucester, 107 ;

Winchester, S . A lbans, Worc ester ,
Bury S . Edmunds , S . V ictor, Paris ,
Franciscans of London, 108 ; C iteaux ,
109
—1 12 ; Cla irvaux , 1 12 - 1 14 ; S . Ger

ma in des Pres , Paris , 1 14 ; destruction
in England , 246 ; extens ion of the ir
l ibraries in France in i 7th cent. 287 ;

l ibrary of Jesuits at Rhe ims , 287—289 ;
of S . Genevieve, Paris , 289 ; S . Ger

ma in des Pres , Mi tt ; Monte Cass ino,
290

2 1—3

paroch ia l : at Grantham, 2 5 7 ;

at Lang leyMarye, 2 5 8 ; Cartme l , Mz
'

d. ;

wi l l of H . Chetham, 2 5 9 ; Gorton,

Mid ; Turton,Mid . WimborneMinster,
261 ; Denchworth , 262 ; All Sa ints ’,
Hereford , Mid ; Ab ingdon, Mid.

pri vate : books kept in chests ,
292 ; tower in Louvre fitted up as

l ibrary , 293 ; i l lus tration of th is , 294 ; a
Carme l ite in h is study, 296 ; a scholar’s
cha ir, 297 ; lectern, 297

—
9 ; S/u

'

p of
Fools , 298 ; l ibrary of Margaret of

Austria , 299—302 ; ofAnne de Beaujeu,
302 ; I ta l ian lectern, 304 ; whee l -desk ,
304

- 8 ; cha irs w ith desk , 309
—
3 1 2 ;

desks used in I ta l y , 3 12 ; wa l l - c up .

boards , 3 13 ; scholar' s room, 3 14 ;

study of Duke of Urb ino, Mid ; of

Monta igne , 3 1 5 ; Pa laz z o Barber in i ,
3 16 ; l ibrary of Dean Boys , 3 1 7

Roman intention of

Jul ius Caesar to bu i ld a l ibrary, 1 2 ;

l ibrary of C. As inius Po l l io, Mid ;

decoratedwith bustsofdeparted authors ,
works of Augustus , Mini ; Por

tiens Oc taviae, 1 2- 14 ; temple and area
of Apol lo , 14 ; other pub l ic l ibraries,
15 ; of Tiberius , Ves pas ian, Trajan,
Mi tt ; of Hadrian at Athens , 16—18 ;
organisa tion of Roman l ibraries, 18 ;

compos ition of Pa latine l ibrary , Mid ;

desc ription by Ov id, Mz
’

d. ; adv ice of

Horace respecting, 19 ; l ibrary of

Tiberius , Mid. ; of Vespas ian in temp/o
P a ri s , Midi ; of Trajan (bib/iot/zem

Ulpz
’

a), Mid ; loan ofbooks from publ ic
col lec tions , 20 ; fittings , 36 ; pri vate
l ibraries : of Lucul lus , 20 , 2 1 ; fash ion
for book -col lecting denounced by



INDEX

L rnaa a tes

S eneca , 2 1 l ibrary in Via de l lo Statuto
discovered by Lanc iani , 2 2 ; a t Herc u

laneum, 23 ; near Rome , as described
by Martia l , 3 1 ; record - house of Ves

pas ian, 26, 27 ; contents of Roman
l ibraries , 2 7

—
30 ; fittings of Roman

l ibraries : d iscuss ion of words used,

30
—33 ; what the furn iture so des ignated

was , 34 , 35 ; representation found a t

Neumagen, 35 ; desk for rol l s in

LateranMuseum, 36 ; presses
36
—
4 1

Roman decoration men
tioned by Boeth ius , 4 1 ; by I s idore, 4 1 ,
4 2 ; l ibrary described by Euc herius ,

43 ; of pope Agapetus , 44 ; of I s idore,
Bp of Sev i l le, 4 5 ; summary of pagan

conception of a l ibrary, 4 7 ; i l lustrated
by Vatican L ibrary of S i xtus V ., 4 7

—60
of Schoo l s : Ab ingdon, 262 ;

B icester, Mid ; R i v ington, Mz
'

d. ;

Gu i ldford, 263 ; Bury, Mitt ; Bolton,
264

L ibraryz book c ase, 244

L ic hfield Cathedra l : l ibrary , 1 23
L incoln Cathedra l : l ibrary, 1 1 7 ; desks
descr ibed, 161

l inea : a shel f for books , 105 , note ; at

S a int Ouen, 244

L inen : books written on, 20

L
’

I sle, Roger: g i ves books to Ox ford, 13 2
Loan of book s : from pub l ic l ibraries in
Rome, 20

Loan of books (for externa l use): a l lowed
atAb ingdon, 68 ; Evesham , 69 ; among

Carthus ians . 70 ; Augustin ians , 7 1 ;

Premonstratens ians , 7 2 ; enjoined on

monks by Counci l of Paris 1 2 12 , 74 ;

books bequeathed that theymaybe lent,
7 5 ; one House lent to another, Mid ;
to Oxford scholars , 132 ; prescribed
in Col lege Statutes , 133—137 ; instances
of, at Merton Col l . , 140 ; from Vat ican
L ibrary, 2 3o~ 1

Loan of books (to brethren on Written
attestation) among Cluniacs , 67 ;

Bened ictines , 68 ; Augustin ians , 7 1 ;

probab le meaning of th is provis ion, 74 ,

loculamentum p igeon-hole : receptacle
for rol ls in Roman l ibraries , 3 1 , 32

Q

Iora = s traps to keep ro l ls closed, 29
Lorenz o in Dama so : church , 4 2
Lorsch : l ibrary, 102

Louvre : l ibrary fitted up , 293
Lucu l lus : l ibrary described, 20, 2 1

L umen animae: cha ined book so ca l led,
203

Magda len Col l . , Oxf. : l ibrary statute at,

13 7

Margaret of Austria : l ibrary described,

Mark , S F lorence, Domin ic an Convent
of: l ibrary, 205

Martin (S .) des Champs , Pari s : endow
ment of l ibra ry , 79

at Tourna i : l itera ry work in

clo is ter, 8 1
Mary (S .)Church in Oxf. : books cha ined ,

132

Matthew H ebrew orig ina l of his
Gospe l at Caesarea , 62

Ma za rin, Card ina l , l ibrary of: described,
2 72
—2 74 ; furn iture noted byWren, 2 7

Meaux , in Ho lderness : book - room at,

and arrangement, 86
Med icean L ibrary , F lorence : described ,
2 34
—240

Medicine , Faculty of, Paris : books
cha ined in l ibra ry 15 09, 264
Meloz z o da Forl i : engaged to paint in
Vatican Library, 2 12 ; h is work de

scribed, 2 14

Mend icants : l ibraries , 7 2
Merton Col l . , Oxf. : l ibrary s tatute, 133 ;
cho ice and loan of books , 1 40 ; recep
t ion of a g i ft, 14 1 ; description of

l ibrary, 1 78
- 185 ; h istory, 183 ; sa le of

old bookcases ,Mid. new cas es supp l ied
to south l ibrary 184 ; cha ins
taken off 1 792 , 266

Mesmin (Sa int): curse from MS . , 77, 78,

and note

Mete l lus , Qu intus : share in bui ld ing the
Porticus Octa via , 13 ; plan may have
been deri ved from Pergamon, 14

Michelange lo : bu i lds Med icean L ibrary,
234 ; h is sketch for the bookca ses , 236

Micklethwa ite , J . T. : his plan of West~

minster Abbey, 9 1
Monas tic influence at Oxf. and Camb . ,

142
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Pol l io, C . As inius : bu i lds a l ibrary and

an a tr ium liber/a l l} in Rome B .C . 39,

12

Pol ycrates , tyrant of Samos : sa id to have
col lec ted a l ibrary, 4

Pompe i i : reproduction of fresco shewing
way to hold rol l , 2 7

Pontis , VVm. : bu i lds s ta ircase in Rouen
Cathedra l , 1 29

Porticus Oetaviae, 12—14
Portra its of departed authors used to de
corate l ibraries : at Pergamon, 1 1 ; by
C . As inius Po l l io , 1 2 ; byAugustus , 14 ;
in pri vate l ibraries , 3 5 ; inscriptions ao
companying them, descr ibed by
Euc herius , Bp of Lyons , in a pri vate
l ibrary , 43 ; in l ibrary des igned by

pope Agapetus , 44

Precentor : ca l led a lso arma r z
’

us and eu

trusted with care of book s by Clun iacs ,
67 ; Benedictines , 68 ; Augustinians , 7 1
Premons tratens ians , 72 ; supervises use
of press at S . Augustine’

s , Canterbury,
99

Premonstratens ians rules for books
among, 72

Proof/rotor bibliothecam/”z officer ap

po inted by Augustus, 1 8

Protection of MSS . : rule for holding a

MS .
, 76 ; hands to be clean,

handkerch iefs to be wrapped round,

ibia’. entreaties to use carefu l l y, z
'

oz
'

d.

curses on those who damage or stea l ,
77

Q ueens
’

Co l l . , Camb . number of books
in l ibrary 1472 , 14 5 ; equidistant win
dows of l ibrary , 148 ; l ibrary se lected
a s type, 1 5 1 ; ana lys is of cata logue
dated 14 7 2 , 167
Queen’

s Col l Oxf. ; l ibrary bui lt by
Hawkesmoore

, 2 5 5

Ramsey Abbey, H unts : bad weather in
clois ter at, 80
Remi , S . , a t Rheims : l ibrary belong ing
to, 286

'

Reserved l ibrary : in col legiate l ibraries ,
14 5 ; at As s is i , 207 at Vatican , 2 1 1

Rhe ims : l ibrary of S . Remi , 286 ; of the
Jesuits , 287
Riqu ier (S . ) l ibrary , 102

R i v ington : schoo l l ibrary , ,
262 ; Bp Pil

k ington
’

s statute for, Mid.

Roche , C i stercian Abbey b ook - room , 86

roe, a wheel = a book - desk , 294 ; ex

p la ined , 295 ; i l lustrated, 304—308
Rol ls : d imens ions , use , etc . , 2 7 ; fastened
to stick , 28 ; th is decorated with knobs
(co mma), ibid. ; edges (frontes) of rol l
c ut, z

'

bz
'

d. ticket (index )appended, 2 9
closed with straps (lor d ), z

’

bz
'

d. wrapped
in covers , carried in a capsa or

s cn
'

m
'

um
, 30 ;

-receptacles for, 30—34
desk for rea d ing , 36 ; a rma r ium to

conta in, 37
Rome : see L ibraries , Roman
Rouen : Cathedra l l ibrary , 128- 130

Sa l isbury : Cathedra l l ibrary, 1 2 1

Sarcophagus in Mus . Naz . , Rome, w ith
shoemaker at work in front of a press ,
38 ; in V i l la Ba lestra , with phys ician
read ing,

Sc r i m
'

um: box for carry ing rol l s , 30
Seriptorium : endowment, a t Ely, 79 ;

at S . A lbans , 80
Scri vener, Matt. : bequeathes £ 50 to

Uni v . L ibrary , Camb. , 1687 , to buy

cha ins , 265

J edi/e: mean ing d iscussed, 243
Sellyng , Prior, at Canterbury : sets up
carre l ls in the clo ister, 99 ; glaz es the
windows , 100 ; (i ts up l ibrary , 106

S eneca : denounces fash ion for book
co l lecting , 2 1

S/zz
'

p of Fools : lectern used in, 297

Sh iryngton, Wa lt. : bu i lds l ibra ry a t Old

S . Paul’s Cathedra l , 12 2
o
' i fios z tic ket bearing the name of a

rol l , 29 ; used in C icero’

s l ibrary, 33
S imon, abbat of S . A lbans : book -chest,

292

sola r ium press , 207
Sorbonne : l ibrary , 164 ; g lass in windows
of l ibrary,

'

2 42

spa/era or spat/53m : a settle , 2 28
S ta ined glass : instances of, in l ibraries ,

24 1

sta t/a or stat/um: meaning d iscussed, 24 2
Sta l l - system : term expla ined, 17 2 ; type

at Corp . Chr . Col l . , Oxf. , ford ; de

script ion of these cases , 1 73 ; cha ining
used, 1 74

—8 ; fittings at Merton Co l l
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Oxf. , 1 78- 185 ; at S . John the
i

Baptist

Co l l . , Trinity Co l l . , Bodl. L ibrary ,
Ox ford, 185 ;

‘

at Clare Col l . , Camb . ,

186 ; Westmins ter Abbey, 187 ; Wel ls
Cathedra l , 188 ; Durham Cath .

, 189 ;

orig in probabl y monastic, 190 ; Christ
Church ,

'

Cant. , 190—4 ; Cla i rvaux , 196
8 Howley -Harrison l ibrary at Canter
bury , 2 56

Student-monks : at Oxf. and Camb . , 142

Sudbury, John, dean of Durham : fits up

Frater as l ibrary , 189

tabu la
,
board covered w ith wax and

parc hment to rec ord loan of books , 139
trxtzts z bookshelf: at Ch . Ch . , Canter
bury, 192 , 243

them : a she l f or cupboard , 87, note
Theodmarus Cass inens is : h is letter to
Charlemagne quoted, 76 and note

Tiberius , Emperor : h is l ibrary in Rome,
15 , 16 ; th is mentioned by,

Au lus
Gellius , 19 ; conta ined pub l ic records ,
z
'

bid .

Tibur= Tivoli : story of l ibrary in temple
ofHercules , 20

Tintern, C isterc ianAbbey : book - room, 86

Titc hfield : book - room and arrangement,

87

ti tulm = tic ket bearing the name of a

roll
, 28

Tourna i : see Mart in (S .)
Trajan : l ibrary in his forum in Rome ,

1 5 ; statements of Au lus Gellius and

Vopisc us respecting , 19 ; des cribed by
N ibby, 37

tr ic/10m : appl ied to a triple apse , 63 ;

use of th e word by D ioscorides , 64
Trigg , Fra . founds l ibrary at Grantham ,

Q 5 ?

Trin ity Co l l ., Camb . : cha ining of books
gi ven in 160 1 , 265 ; Wren's l ibrary
bu i lt, 2 77

- 2 8 1

Trin ity Ha l l , Camb. : l ibrary statute, 136 ;
l ibrary described, 168

Troyes : l ibra ry in Cathedra l , 1 26
Turton : l ibrary , 2 5 9

Ud ine, G iovann i da : suppl ies sta ined
glass to Med icean L ibrary, 235

U lpian, jurist : decis ions respecting
l ibraries and the ir furniture , 3 7

Varro, M. Terentius : employed by C .

Jul ius Caesar to col lect books for h is
intended l ibrary, 12 ; h is bust admitted
into Pollio’

s l ibrary. ioia’.
Vatican L ibrary of S ixtus I V. : desc rip
tion of, 208—3 2 ; appo intment of P latina
as l ibrarian, 208 ; se lection of s ite, 209 ;
fourfo ld d i v is ion, 2 1 1 ; purchase of

materia ls , z
'

bid . ; engagement of artis ts ,
door of entrance made, 2 12

Latin L ibrary described , its

decoration, 2 13 ; Greek L ibrary de
scribed , its decoration, 2 1 5 ;

B i t/lioI/zc c a ret ro/a described, i bi d. ;

B ibliot/zem pontij z
’

a
’

a , ibid. ; g laz ing of

the windows , 2 16 ; rooms for l ibrarians ,
ibz

’

d. bookcases for Latin l ibrary
ordered,

’

2 1 7 ; for B io/iot/zeca sec rete ,

Mirth ; cata logue - frames and c ofi
'

ers

ordered, 2 18 ; cases for B ib/z
'

ot/zem

fonti/ia
'

a ordered, ibid . cha ins bought,
2 19 ; information deri ved from cata
lognes , 2 20-

4 ; contemporary fresco
representing l ibrary , 2 25 ; arrangement
of ca ses in the four rooms , 2 26—9 ;
g lobes and braz ier, 2 29 ; rule for good
behav iour in, 15 13 , Mid ; v is it of

Monta igne, 230 ; loans from , 230
—1 ;

stat? of l ibrary, 23 1 ; ma intenance of
,

23 2

of S i xtus V . : type of an ancient
Roman l ibrary, 4 7 ; summary account
of decorat ion, 48 ; deta i led do . , 49

- 60

Versa i l les : l ibraries of Lou is XV I . and

Marie Antoinette , 287
Verses : by Martia l , to be placed under
h is own portra it, 35 ; by I s idore of

Sev i l le, for the presses in h is l ibrary, 4 5

U lp ian l ibrary , at Rome : see Trajan
amt/itic us stick to wh ich rol l was

fastened , 28

Uni vers ities : Visued by Commiss ioners
of Edward V I . , 24 7

Uni vers ity Co l l . , Oxf. : l ibrary statute ,
'33

Uni vers ity L i brary, Camb . : subjects of

book s catalogued 14 24 , 144 ; d itto
1473 , 145 ; bookcases suppl ied to ,

1 73 1
-

4. 285

Urb ino : account of l ibra ry, 2 33 ; pri vate
study ofDuke, 3 14



INDEX

Vespas ian : h is l ibra ry in Rome in temp/o
Paris , 1 5 ; statement of Aulus Ce l l ins
respecting , 19 ; h is record - offic e, now

church of SS . Cosma e Damiano , 2 5

V ictor Paris : books bequeathed to ,

on cond ition of loan, 75 ; l ibrary open
to strangers , Mitt ; l ines from MSS . at,

admonish ing readers to be carefu l , 76 ;
curse hab itua l ly used

'

at, 77 , note ;

l ibrary bu i lt at, 1 50 1
—8 , 108 ; cata logue

of l ibrary ana lysed , 166—7
V i l la Ba lestra , Rome : sarcophagus , 38
V i varium

,
near Squi l lace : monastery of

Ca s s iodorus near
, 44

2 7
-

30 ; box for , 30 ; fittings
of l ibraries adapted to, 34 ; representa
tion of one of these, 3 5

Wa l l - system : name proposed , 267 ; l i
b rary of E scoria l , 267—2 70 ; Ambros ian
L ibrary at Mi lan, 2 7 1 ; B ib l iotheque
Maz arine , 2 72

- 2 74

We l ls Ca thedra l : l ibrary at, 1 23 ; de

sc ribed, 188

Wes syngton, Prior : bui lds l ibrary at

Durham, 107

Westm inster Abbey : plan of clo i ster at,
9 1 ; account of l ibrary in, 9 1—94 ; c a r
rells , 92 , 93 resemb lanc e to G loucester,
98 ; l ibrary fitted up 1623

—
4 , 187

York : Cathedra l l ibrary , 1 2 5

Zutphen l ibrary described, 15 3
—1 5 9

Whee l - desk : see roe

Whethams tede, John : bu i lds l ibrary at

S . Albans , 108 ; at G loucester House,

Oxf. , 142

Wh ittington, S ir R . : bu i lds l ibrary at

Christ’s Hosp ita l 142 1 , 108

Wil l iams , John, Bp of L inco ln : fits up

dorter at Westminster Abbey as l ibrary
1623
—
4 , 187 ; bu i lds l ibrary at S . John’

s

Col l . , Camb . , 248
- 2 5 1

Wimborne Minster l ibrary , 261
Winchester : pos i tion of l ibrary , 108
VVinc kelmann , J . J . : description oflibrary
a t H erculaneum, 2 5
Wings , attached to bookca ses : at Peter
house, Camb .

, 2 5 2 a t Uni vers ity
L ibrary, 2 5 3 ; at Pembroke Co l l . , 2 5 4
Worcester Cathedra l : book - recesses in

clo ister at, 84 ; l ibrary at, 108 ; B i shop
Carpenter’s l ibrary - foundation, 126—8
Wren, S ir C . : v is its Paris , 2 76 ; bu i lds
l ibrary a t L inco ln Cathedra l , 2 77 ; a t

Trinity Co l lege , Cambridge , 277- 28 1

at S . Pau l 's Cathedra l , London, 28 2—4
Wren, Ma tt. : account of Pembroke Co l l .
l ibrary

,
139, 160


