






PREF A CE .

Tm: subject of this tragedy is a struggle between abeo

lute power and the spirit of freedom as displayed by an

unsubdued will amid the severest sufferings. Prometheus
is condemned by the ruler of the Gods to atone for having

stolen th e from heaven
,
by being nailed and chained to

a lonely rock. There can be but little action in such

a plot, where the chief character is passive ; but the poet

has thrown into it a very deep interest by the person of

the sufl
‘

erer
"

and the grandeur of the scenery , while the

few incidents of the play tend directly Or by contrast to

manifest the unconquerahle will of Prometheus. His of

fence itse lf en lists our sympathies ; it w as, that he raised

the human race from the lowest misery , against the will

of a tyrant who sought to destroy it. He is a divinity,

and the chief of the allies through whose aid Jupiter
‘

tore

the sceptre from his father
’
s hand ; and by his prophetic

spirit he looks through long ages of torture to the time

when he is destined to be loosed. Thus
,
though power

less
,
he is not in despair but

,
al ive as he is to the feeling of

pain ,
and bewailing, as he dees, his lot, he can yet make

up his mind to come to no terms w ith his Oppressor, and
already triumphs in the prospect that Jupiter will be

forced, for his own sake
,
to set him free .



iv PREFACE.

The place of his punishment is a rock in Scythia near

the ocean and remote from Mount Caucasus. (Comp. vv.

2
, 422, 573, Herein the poet departed from the

received fable , ofwhich the scene w as Caucasus ; and he

did this, it seems
,
in order to furnish a probable ground

for thechorus of sea nymphs to assemble .

The play opens with the preparatives for the torture .

Force and Strength, two giant ministers of Jove
,
accom

panied by Vulcan ,
appear upon the stage ; Force is a

mute spectator, and his office may be conceived to have

been that of dragging
'

the struggling God to the place.

But Strength oversees the fulfilment of the sentence and
,

while Vulcan drives the nails, and clasps the chains, he

chides the tardiness of the work and taunts Prometheus
with

.

the folly of his opposition to the Gods. After these
executioners have withdrawn

, the chorus of sea nymphs

(probably fifteen in number),hearing the sound of driven .

steel, assemble and condole
‘

with their kinsman : they are

the representatives of that honest but weak class, whose

open sympathy with the oppressed is beneath the tyrant
’
s

notice . Oceanus, theirfather, next appears, gives whole

some advice to Prometheus, and offers to intercede with

l ove in his behalf. The offer is scorned
,
and indeed was

made rather for form
’
s sake , than from any belief that it

would be accepted. Oceanus is one who feels a degree

of kindness for the oppressed, but wishes mainly to keep

himselfoutof danger and to stand well with both parties.

After his departure , Prometheus, as one who has resolved

to endure his evils and who seeks to occupy his mind

with other thoughts, tells the chorus the blessings which

he had conferred upon mankind by the gift offire . Thus

he calls !
forth ofir interest, and shows the malignity of

Jupiter.



PREPAOE.

A new sufi
'

e rer now appears. l o, the victim of lust and

vengeance , driven through the wildest parts of the earth

in an altered for
‘

m
, passes the spot where Prometheus is

chained. He predicts her future course , and relates her

past wanderings. She leaves the place , goaded by the
!

same maddening spectre ofArgus which drove her thither.

The dramatic connexion of this part with the rest of the

play .
is somewhat remote. It

‘

lice partly in the fact that

Prometheus and Io are victims of the same oppression ;

but chiefly in the decree of fate , that one of her descend

ants
,
Hercules

,
shall loose him from his bonds. But

,

viewed in. regard to internal unity, this part is quite one

with the rest, and l o, by the entire contrast ofher character

in the same circumstances
,
acts as a foil to Prometheus.

She is all passive endurance ; be, free resistance ; she in

despair, and he hope . Even their very woes are con

trasted : he
,
the free one, is chained

,
and she

,
the passive

one
,
is se t free. to wander at large . It must have been

the perception of the effect of these contrasts that led the

poet, perhaps unconsciously , to select the story ofl o from

the variety of
‘

incidents which he might have woven into

the plot.

Prometheus boasts, before l o and the chorus, that he

foresees a ruinous marriage , into which Jupiter will enter,
unaware of his danger. Mercury now appears, to demand

whatmarriage he speaks of. He refuses to tell ; and the

play closes with a . wilder display of vengeance than

that with which it opened. The bolt is hurled from

heaven the elements are thrown into disorder ; the rocks

are blasted around Prometheus ; his body is thunder

riven ; but, unyielding still
,
he cries to the air and to his

mother Themis to behold the injustice which he is sufl
'

erb

ing. The triumph of subjection, says Schlegel , was
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N O T E S .

2. 2 11138010 1; 021100. 2111153111, is used adjectively here and

in v. 417
,
like many other nouns, especially national names.

here is rendered tract, region, by Passow ; but
without offering any authority for this sense . Non signifi

cat viam tritam,

”
says Schiitz , quod repugnaret sequenti

bus verbis, sed potius solum terrajs, ubi ire aliquie potest.

2 1115309 079 09, without implying the existence of a path, may
be regarded as an ornamental expression for Scythia, con

sidered as the region, where their track lay . The word is

again used in v. 394. Comp. 281 , where the air is called

the 11690; oi birds, i. e. the place through which they pass.

056011 00. Another reading, 50901 00, cited by several

ancientgrammarians, ispreferred by Bl. It seems however to

have less authority than the reading ofthe MSS .

,
and may

have sprung from the conjecture of some one, who thought

that there was an inconsistency between and 01001100.

3. In abrupt addresses, where 61, and a vocative occur
,

the vocative is put first, and a personal pronoun with 00

succeeds. Comp. Mt. 312, 3.
— The order is, 1 91}011101 0

181; 901810 001. 111101 0102; answers in sense and derivation

5. 1000976; Hesych. defines by 1101110179705, 71000179705
1

,

070090010009. Xenophon , Mem. 1 . 3
,
9
,
uses this word with

01990097055 bold, boldly wicked. For the first part of the

compound, comp. Antig. 1275.

6. 5601900110010, of adamant or hard iron. 0600001668109,

148
,
426, meansproduced by iron bonds. first an

5.



PROMETHEUS .

epithet of some metal , came to mean especially hard iron,

7. 50001, thatwhich is ornamental, choice, or honorable, as

the flower is to the plant. Here it answers to 709011, ofv .

38
,
and as usedAlcest. 30, in the sense prerogatives.

11 . 01 697810. This word, like 077011070, ofien answers to

acquiesce in, be content with, and so Bl . takes it here ; but

the sense to love is better, as 0110009051100 needs a contrast

in the preceding clause. He had loved men ;but now he

must learn to love Jupiter
’
s government. So Well. and

J. Jones in Class. Journ. 17. 3I.

13. 013010 0011001710 31 1, there is nothing before you, or re

quiring your attention. 8411100050 means, 1. upon or before
thefeet,present, at hand 2. in the way w hich isthe most

common shade ofmeaning . Bl . renders it somewhat loose

ly reliqumn, but in contains that idea.

15. 101290178. Bl . vallis inter montium prwrupta , i. e . a cleft,
chasm, gorg e. But the word

,
wherever used in this play

unless perhaps in v. 142, denotes a clif or rock bordering
such a chasm. Otherwise the expressions 070110080 10 00590771

1 . 618, 0 11096501 19059017701 1 . 1017
,

and 6170011 11969

00590771 of the present line, would have no sense .

16. 00119110 Elms. regards as an aorist (comp. his note on

Heraclidae and it is here accented as such. The

sense requires that an aorist infin . expressive of a single

action or event
,
and not a present expressive of continued,

orrepeated or unfinished action , should be used.

21. 01010130. 31981 of the next verse implies 310015081,

instance of the figure called Zeugma.

22. 01 11010163, slowly roasted. 01 11000810769, says the Schol. ,

161101-1
°

611700 6111 50.

27. 1001150100. It is very rare that is active, as here.

An instance may be found Apol. Rhod. 4. 1418. So

is now and then active
, but usually neuter. The Schol . on

that passage, Suidas, Hesychius, and the Etym. Mag. con

cur in assigning as the original meaning ofthis verb to re

move a burdenfrom the neck, and in deriving it from 16005.



NOTES . 55

If they are right, the metaphor corresponds with the literal

meaning of dzfl
'

naair, burdensomeness. oi: origam i nu .

Hercules, who was to deliver Promotheus, is notmeant by
Vulcan

,
as the Gods knew nothing of this event ; but the

expression is general ; and the poet chose the language with

allusion to what should happen.

28. tomils
’

dandy », such g ood you got. This is the only
instance where the forms belonging to oinavooiw take the

meaning appropriate to inw oloropar, I enjoy ,
reap advan~

tag e. Elmsley would therefore read in qdpov. Ruttmann

(Lexil . No. thinks, that, as oinompoim in the active means

takefrom,
a middle form

,
like the one in question,may mean

take to one
’
s selffrom, g ain , enjoy . This remark defends

the vulgar reading.

39 . too is used here , as it often is, to introduce a received

truth or locus communis. It answers to you know.

45. xaipmvasla , handicraft, a word used only by E schy
lus

,
from xerpoivaE, workmaster.

46. oi; drewl q
'

i, se . ein siv, to sp eak in a simp le or open

hearted word, i. e . to tel l the simple truth.

49 . swam . This word is ofdifficult explanation , as

may be seen by reading the twisted interpretations of the

Scholiasts. Schiitz renders the passage omnia diis snnt ao

quisita pra terquam imperare ; Scholefield, omnia diis heri

solent i. e . posaunt,
”
n . r. 1. Butthe position oforbit»requires

that 198029 be taken with notparsiv. Schutz defends his con
struction by a frog . ofEurip. min i

'

om midi? zooplg oirfipainorg

moi}. But there can be no ambiguity in that passage ; and

an example of disturbed construction is wanted where nl vir
is used. Stanley proposed in azaii, an elegant conjecture
approved by Hermann and received by BL, which accords

exceedingly well with the next line, and with the character

of the speaker; all thing s are onerous but to reign over the

Gods. For no one is free save Jove, i. e . there is toil in

every condition except that of the supreme ruler.

55. vcr ciao}, referring to npoil m, which properly do

notes curb- chain to a bit, but here arm- chain, hand-cuf, and

seems to be cognate with waiter, bracelet.



56 PROMETHEUS.

57. parq
‘

i B1. andWell. render with a Schol . by cunctor.

Hesych. from} dm plflsc, yporlL
'

et. But the interpretation of

another schol ., oi: pémr ylyrsrae, has accomp lished its pur

pose, is quite as good.

62. pee, div, may learn that he is paid?) strut, may learn

to be, how to
'be. comp. 1068.

l aoqnoroig ”fi lmy. The

Scholia Veneta on 11. xv. 418
,
cited by BL, say oi n al aeol

(roils rexwl'rac) coward; tndl ovr.

68. 87m g. dpa or ondm c is to be supplied before the con

junction . Comp. Mt. 519
, 7.

76. diardpové Schiitz rendersp erforate ,
i. e. having holes

in them
,
through which the nails that entered the rock were

driven . But the active meaning, piercing , (i. e. piercing
the rocks) is far to be preferred. Com. 181, where fear

is called dcdropog.

81 . dpalb
’

lvoipor is any thing thrown around as clothing ,
a net ; here, chain-work.

86
,
87. ”0onnflimg, of a man offoresight orforethought.

E scb. uses the word, as an adj . Suppl . 681 where it

means having foresight or forethought, p rovident. as

as . as takes a dat.
,

or accus. ofa person , butmore commonly
the first. dropdepends on npomws

'

oog. The construction

is
,
a man able to devise in what way . a im is the com

mon reading ofthe odd. instead of tin ny, which latter, as

the more exquisite reading and supported by a number of

MSS .,
Bl. andWell. justly prefer. rim here

,
like our word

contrivance, means the thing contrived, the skilfully fasten

ed chains. Comp. ”mavvj, art, contrivance, andmachine.
90. ye

’

l aona . Where the Greeks used this metaphor in

relation to the waves, the sea, or the shore, they usually de

noted by it something heard, viz . the gentle dash of waves

in a calm
,
e. g. upon the shore ; a sound resembling laughter

in itself
,
and associated in thoughtwith a glad state ofmind.

Comp. the farrago of examples in Blomfield
’
s gloss. But

sometimes it seems to be spoken.

of something seen
,
viz . of

the sunlight reflected from the ripp le ofwater, like smile

and laugh in English poetry ;e. g. Hom. H. in Cererem,
14

,
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58 PROMETHEUS.

135. oins
’

del og, se . owing to their hurry. The ancients

put on sandals or slippers when they went out of the house,
but were commonly unshod within .

139 . The early Greeks conceived of the earth as land

surrounded by water flowing in a perpetual current. Hence

Ocean is called a river by Homer, Iliad xviii. 607, and is

next to the rim of the shield ofAchilles.

144. (pofiepoi, est horrore cob
’

rta ;Wellauer. Rather,fearful .
The quality is applied to the tears, instead of the person

whose fear caused them.

150. oide
'

rwg. Schol . dro
'

uwg, arbitrarily .

151 . A Schol . says, n el oipta l e
'

ree ita l T udrag nod rduovg

airdir. rd npiv n sl w
'

pm ,
what was heretofore g reat or mighty .

153. Tartarus was conceived of as below Hades, and as

an immense chasm
, oin s

'

parrog, non transeundus Bl .

Imp enetrabilis etc quo erire non licet ; Wellauer.

156
,
157. oi; el ap se“, in order that (no one) might

have rq
'

oiced. See 749 , 750.

160. drop for dims. Comp. Alcest. 194, Antig. 220.

163. u d s
’

y srog, a conjectural reading for d inerog, approv
ed by Hermann and Schiitz and also by Elmsley, (who re

marks that dsl is rarely found with the aorist particip.)
brings this line into measure w ith 182. Porson changed

this latter line , reading biota d
’

for didm ydp. radium ;

dyraun ror rendering ,
making inflexible.

169 . n grirartg, chief, head. So Supplices 366 From

This word was retained in this sense by some Greek

states, to denote their chiefmagistrates at Athens itmeant
the sitting committee of the Council.
184. dnlmra

,
not to be reached by prayer, inexorable.

186. rd dlxa tov n ap
’

iam oji i
’

zow , keeping j ustice by him
self or within his own power . Comp. our.phrase to take the

law into one
’
s own hands.

201 . These nominatives continue the construction of199
,

instead of that of200, and are not nominatives absolute .

208. em cee. Bl . writes dpozal , contending that adverbs

from words ending in —og should end in e, not in st. Harm ,
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on Ajax 1206, thinks that such of these adverbs as are

derived from verbs should be written with c, and, as for the

rest
,

nondum res plane ad liquidum perducta est.
” With

this Buttmann (largestGrammar,2,344)substantially agrees.

215. 16ads noirm g, wholly , at all . Comp . Agam . 168

221 . abrolot ovyy oizow t. The dative
,
in the relation of

accompaniment, is frequently thus used with cimic, and

for the most part withoutmir. Comp. Mt. 405
, 3.

232. diatoioug is to be taken in translating after i
’

zps r,

as if it were apyzev dioro
‘

ioae uai (pu iioac.

235. Most authorities read here isegvodpqr, which is for

itséévodunr, as édopae and not fedoy ae, is used in the

sense deliver by the tragic poets. The doubling of p is ne

glected, by poetic license , as in zpvoopritovg, Antig. 950.

As this is very rare in iambics, iEeh
‘

vooipnr, found in several

MSS .

,
is received by D indorf into his text.

239 . n pose
'

uerog is oi
'

xrcp. Though such phrases as 1 1

8801911 1. a iv aiozpqi, occur, Elmsley, the most exact oh

server of Attic style , has never found any similar to the

present. Itought to mean p lacing before one
’
s selfas objects

of p ity , seam ; tr oi
'

nrqi, substantially . The following
somewhat analogous expression may be found in Josephus
de Bello Jud. III . 10. 2

,
roiipr) dons

’

ir nerd tip! rig
"

; oinovys
'
.

mg fiyeyorlar tr oin moil qi roi
’

Iov6aioor rcporldsodou, i. e. to

p lace the Jews before ourselves as rivals.

241. o
i

d
’

ip
’

étifl
'

pwpat, metaphora a verbis desumpta qua

in rhythmum rediguntur et coercentur Bl . coerceor
,
con

stringor. Comp. Antig. 318
,
for the word in another sense.

261 . seat
,

ijborijr ojdai. Comp. 494.

269 . narcop ars
’

iofiae is the fut. mid. inf. used passively,

(comp. Antig.) from natw
‘

fl alro), I dry up , make lean. nat i

q ui escent. is preferred by Porson , on Orest. 292, andWell.
,

and is the reading of all the MSS. except one ; the other

word with answers in sense to n pooavazriy evor, v. 146
,

a d is justly preferred by B]. and Dind. m assacre,
Dot. ibrperapolotg, as n sdaipew for petalpsw in Eurip. E ach.

introduces several Doric forms into his iambics.
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276. raimi race
'

s rd min i, in the some way . The sense

is calamity wandering in the same way (i. 0. just as in this
case) now lights on one

,
now on another.

279 . In the representation they were now let down from

the machine to the stage .

282. ”as is future , like “we25. Comp. 303.

284. ripua follows ijxoo rig zipper. dcapeupoiperor,
so. iddm Comp. Sept. ad Theb. 316. il luminant babysitter
m yspoir ddo

'

r.

287. yrdyy, by my will. Comp. napd”aims, against

my will, Eurip. Medea 577. B1. thinks that this word may
denote the intelligence ofthe grifin itself.

292. The phrase ripen
!
pattern polpow was occasioned by

the custom of setting a greater portion at meals before dis

tinguished persons or strangers. Hence it to hold in

301 . ordnpopn
'

ropa . Sometimes compound adjectives in
the tragic poets may be resolved into a noun and its geni

tive , sometimes into a noun and its adjective. Thus, osp

rdpar m, (Ed. R01: 556, osprbg poin ts, and the present

word otdripov wimp. Comp. Mt. 446
, Obs. 3

,
b.

303. evraozal o
'

ir is future , like yaps
'

i and dozal iji, 764.

309 . Comp. Alcest. 1157.

313. zdl or”613m , g all or bitterness of stj
'

erings.

317. dpxa
’

ia , antiquated, exp loded,foolish. For the form

of this sentence , comp. Alcest. 256.

319 . in lp tpa . Comp. Antig. 820.

323. This same figure is used Agem. 1207, rirrpa

m) ldamte, and by other profane writers.

328. neptooo
'

tppwr, sap iens plusquam satis est, Bl . over

wise. valde intellig ens, Well . The latter meaning is more

apposite , as the word is used to give a reason why he should

perceive the force of the remark.

329. npoarplfierat, is rubbed upon, as dirt upon cloth, at

332. mos The second person imperative of

the aorist is rarelyused with the negative, but, instead ofit,
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the subjunctive ; the third person so used ismore common.

CommAlcest. 1077, andMt. 511
, 3.

aizd
'

. Comp. Alcoa. 95
,
Antig . $0.

340. rd piano
,

rd pir mi. 11550 p lyM r.

to Prometheus, al l the Mss. and preceding editors having
assigned it to Oceanus. Bl . and Well . M ow Elmsley

’
s

conjecture , which is 1 think clearly correct. ov
’

dfira eon

tinnes the discourse ofPrometheus by introducing .an . in

stance ofhis sympathy ;.but, in -the mouth of Oceanus, it is
not at all to the point. That he felt sympsthy was,no reason

to suppose that Prometheus, in his very difi
'

erent situatim ,

should feel it also. For a conjecture ,
“to the origin fofthis

passage , see the Preface.

351. E schylus seed s in this extended description of Ty

pho to have had Pindar
’
8 first Pythian before hiseyes, which

was written buta little before the Prometheus indeed
, the

imitation is
‘

close, but it falls far short ofthe original, which

is one of the brightest gems in Greek poetry .

352. dollar, wretched. In this sense the Doric form is

used by the tragic poets; but in the sense hostile, dwi
‘

iog. So

Hermann on Ajax 771.
353. In this line;with Dind.

, I follow Person and Schutz

in reading , éxm yndprrmv. RI. and Elms. prefer, as More
Attic, ixaroyxoioaror. The reading of the MSS . traum a

zdonror violates the m etre
,
b y giving an anapzsst in the

second place but is still retained byWell ., who thinks that
the poet designedly departed from the rule in order,by an

additional syllable, to espress more vastness.

354. This line in theMSS .
,
with the re ading ndow 8; in»

riorn
‘

e eo
‘

w, contains an inadmissible suspe ct in the fourth

place, which many critics have tried .to do '

away with .

Wunderlich proposed sum ,
andsuppomd the construction

to be 39 cistern 0119i (po
'

rou moles 015023. Died. (pl a t: ad
Poet. Seen .) removes

‘

ova
'

y dificulty lay
- adopting this road

irg , and taking airin g th eir together, in the sense , rose up
6



02 PROMETHEUS.

against the
“

gods. He cites for this use Iliad xaiii. 635

flirtatior 66(Manna)m il .”m svpain ov, 3; not airitm ).

The relation of the dative here is the same as with pézopau,
and other verbs offighting.

355. 3arsk Hesych. defines by martin , j aw- bones,

j aws. - aicrpaim m is not often usedmctively, as here .

359 . unite? for 5. 3069 uioro
'

v. Comp. Antig. 234.

360. Comp. 134, where the thing ,
here the genitive, is

the accusative ; and the reverse is true of( the person.

362. 3369031 57 eatin g, to take away the strength by a

stroke of thunder, in the passive , to have one
’
s stmngth so

taken , away. The accusative, standing is the object of the
active in Greek, is olten' joined to the passive to define its

action, instead of being its subject ; thus
, airtora

'

p mv ujr
to out the head Of ; (inormfi'im r t rig ”archaic, hav

ing had their heads out of,Ken. Ah ab. 2
,
6. Al l such

cases may be resolved into is
’

zw,
with

g
the participle of the

verb used, and the accus. Sometim e a dative is,
used ia

stead ofan
,

accus. in such phrases. Thus, §hm péw t riems,

711, means having bows hanging from them, lit. hung with

boobs. Comp. Soph. Electra 54.

366 pvépom rrr
‘

z. Comp. Soph. Antig. 264.

368. ”63mg. For this word usedmetaphorically, comp.

64, 726. For the allusion here , see the Preface .

369 . tw pa
'

c, smooth, plain , an Homeric word, usedOdys.

vu. 123. Comp. 394.

378. ipfi,feelings, z tpvp j, which appears in citations of

this verse . Comp. Antig . 1200.

380. The sense is and not try to reduce w eaing anger

by force. im am», I make thin, or lean. Ducta est,
”
says

Schutz , elegans allegoria e medicorum rationibus
, qui

corporis tumorifomenta adhibent.
” Comp. 260.

381 . xp mes
‘

ie sat, ~which alludes to the name of Prome
theus, is preferred by Brunch, Valckeuaer, Person , BL, and

Dind. to z pofl
-

opticam , a reading ofmore MS. authority ;

but is, I think, merely an emendation of a bad reading upo
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friend
,
which Oceanus protbsssdgas the ensuing lines show .

Commalso 341 .

386. i663 16dnnhsirmpa means the error in such a course,

as Oceanus advocates;i. e . in attempting to soften the ty

rant
’
s will . The proud soul .of Prometheus cannot bear to

seem to have used Oceanus as an unsuccessful mediator

w ith Jove .

388. 3917709. Com. Alcest. 336.

397. For the construction of w ire ,
see -Alcest. 652.

399 . Most editors omit l udoy e
'

va without
,

MS . authority,

and read i
’

rsyse, thus producing equal ity between the strophe

and antistrophe ;
'

but the latter show s marks of a lacuna.

tender. The general idea of thisw ord

is ease ofmotion
,
which appears in the senses p liant, nimble,

graceful, and, by consequence, slender
, (connected with

g raceful , as a thick- set frame is opposed to grace ,) and ten
def or soft, as pliant twigs are . There is very good author

ityfor éadwdil . (lice (Sarina . l szb
’

opr
'

va . For the

middle of
‘

l awn ,
comp. Alcest. 1015.

402. Well . puts a point after raids, and writes Zen};

Utrumque , says he ,
“
sensus requirit, et recepi ex Rebor

tello
, praeeunte Hermanno.

”
‘

But de
'

produces an unpleasant

contrast between the clauses
,
and a point a fter with brings

too much abruptness into the style . dpiyapta raids cinc

7oiproig 031 019, 1117959 oiirwg,
‘

thus unenviably ,
thus sadly , d:

badly . Comp. Buttmann’
s Lexil . No. 61 . for this word.

405. ais . vis
, proprie hasta , quam reges antiquos pro

sceptro gestease monet Butlerus Bl . sceptre, thencep ower.

Comp. 925. Read here with Bl . andWell . 843n 1 029

aaezxevm
,
and 0079 in the antistrophe .

406. ororder crovos
'

vrwg.

409 . Four syllables are wanting before ors
'

rovoa . Many
editors read orivovm,

which has no subject, unless it be im

plied in zaipa . oipzatonpsn ij, illustrious of old. Comp.

oipzato
'

nhoutog, rich Qfold. Again . 1013 arisen

u nify here means, to lament the loss ofhonor, but a. WWW“
pair, somewhere else , to lament the eminence ofmisfortune.



04 PROHETHEUS .

Selecti ng m, b oomer mien, Bepi . (Ed. Rex 217, means
to aid in removing a disease ; but imvjpm ir M a

ses (Person), to aid in can r
ying fom a 'd a plan.

411 . incisor, inhabited: ” dyadic, Sacred, so. as being

personiM and an object ofworship
416. pil ot; is in the genitive . Comp. Mt. 339 .

420. Why is Arabia mentioned here , while all the other

places are near the Euxine
‘

l Some suppose the text to be

wrong, which is not unlikely.
‘ Others say Arabia was taken

in a wide sense ; but never in so wide a sense as to include

northern Asia. Verisimile est
,

”
says Elmsley, E schy

lum geographim nihilo peritioram fuisse Tragico nostrati,

(Shakqieare in the Winter’s qui cram Bohemia

maritimam
'

memorat.

421 . tinplxpmiron, on a high erag . It is uncertain what

city is here meant.

424. ri$mrpaipotan sharp , p ointed. npaipa is the forward

extremity , the front, of any thing ; and the front of a spear

directed against a fee is its point. xuhhlrrpwpcg in Sept. ad
Theb. 515 means fairfaced.

498. 3; aiir w rin oorsy oitst. This is a dificult and preh

ably a corrupt passage. The Scholiast talnes imipozor

(re-ire; as in apposition with ”partner odpaimir rs miter, in

which case itmust have the sense immensefan s or weight.

incurring“ he interprets by yet
i

sidlroc inars
'

zet. Well .

adopts the construction of the Schol., only that he joins
sparatér to 035709. A heavy , inm enso weig t

,
and the heao

enly sphere is the same as the weight of the sphere. In

his Lexicon ,
vol . 2

,
he reads 7di

'

or for npm aodv. Then the

sense is good, the immense force or weight of earth. But

Atlas did not sustain the earth
,
but the pillars which kept

the heavens apart from it. Sec V. 347, and Odys. i. 53.

times-

rewrite”,
to green under

,
implies the idea of bearing,

and hence is taken in a
‘

constructio pregnans with science.

But some , as Well . in his Lea. vol . 2
, and Dind.

, adopt

“corv ette, holds up , (a rare word, unknown to the tragic

poets.) alter a conjecture ofHermann. See his treatise De
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468. tubal,was the partoftsya
’

y which was on each eni

mal
’
s neck.

Alcest. 655 .

472. nitric for dstnig. Comp. citric , 33m , drips) , 59765; for

dentin , citizenry , detour, 359709 .

474. osavrév properl y belongs to the second clause
,
as its

subject ; as if it were dnoioig mappeizw tg si irde informer.
480. Ne arly all the MSS . have otcsm oé midi, which

is not good Gre ek . The words fipaiocpor, zpw rdr, m ordv

belong to the class strange ; but the force of 9666would be

to separate them from it
,
as being distinct classes of them

selves. When a whole is denied by mi, east, or uses, the

parts are denied by cifre — ob
'

rs, and mi is used for oiire, as

in v. 451 . w ords is the verbal of m o isan ,
bibere facio.

486. an omen from words or sounds casually ar

tored. odh6ol og, a signfrom something casually met.

490. A reading simivvpot preferred by Brunch , Schutz ,

Bl . , and Elmsley, is more grammatical than tim epiece,
which mostMSS .

,
Well . , and Dind. have but for that very

reason looks like an emendation. sie y ipovg stands
,
by a

familiar change ofconstruction ,
for siaiw y ot ; oedema being

supplied in thought. atioivvpog is a euphemistic word for

dpzm rpo
'

g, left, sinister . See Electr. 19 . Two lines below ,

the construction changes after i
’

zovot instead ofare”;
ovveoglas. governed by ixow t, we have nominatives with

rise understood. ovvedpiat, the alig hting together of
dtferent kinds of birds.

494. Comp. non9
'

fidomir, 26l .
495. the lobe orflap of the liver.

498
,
499 . (pl oym roi minaret, signs byflame comp. Antig.

1005, seq.
,
i. e . by the burning ofvictims. iSoynoim oa,

tndpyepa , properly I gave sight to, covered with the albugo,

or white upon the iris, i. e . blind; figuratively , I rendered

clear
,
obscure. Comp. for s

’

n oipyryog Agam. 1084

Choéph. 654

506. The allegorical meaning ofthe fable ofPrometheus

seems to have been present to the poet
’
s mind in this pas

sage , from v. 438.
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see. (insides, tales no care of: am s word, found twice in

Hon or, Iliad xiv. 427
,
xxiii. 70.

521 . 17non. Comp. Alcest. 199. oeuvés, solemn, cv

fil.
525. The sense is

, by no means may Jupiter, who sways

on thing s, set his mig ht in opposition to my will.

530. fl aivatg, sacrificialfeasts.

535. The metaphor in al ph as, ixraxelq, is drawn from

something soft
,
as wax

,
me lted into or upon any thing. In

Electra 1311
,
cited by Bl. , Sophocles has the expression

pianos tem snot, hatred is melted into me ; and in Trach.

463, b ranijrat to}tpd sir, to be melted into love, i. e . to cleave

to it.

537. sein erfiles is not to prolong life, but simply to live

on
,
to line . Life is conceived ofas a space continually ex

tending onward ia length.

545.

“Constructio est,
”
says Bl. , wip

’

eini, 31mg h
'

zaprg

galore.
” It is better to follow the Scholiast, who paraphrases

this passage thus : «pips, oi (pil es, in sul t}, iir sic rod; flooroi/g
nm olnuag gainer, dzaprg (iota ) 31m ; as

, since. Figures;

169m, 0 thanklessfavor. Comp. Antig. 1261.

555, doc . The sense is
,
this song ,

which has come into

my mind, is of opposite import from that
,
when I sung hy

.

m eal hymns around thy bath and marriage-bed. The

Greeks said either roiiro draqw
'

pee todran, or w rite uai roiiro

deatpipovm, or w ire dmrpe
'

pse xai roiiro. This last is the

form ofthe present sentence . The poet might have said
,

rdde rdpil oc a pooin ra dmprpidtor, making 6. the predicate ;

instead of which he employs it as an epithet, and brings

in 1663 afterwards, as epexegetical of jail er. dumpl
6m . Hesych. duoiov, did a un tie uezorpwy e

'

vor ; a word

only found here, from diapcplg, wide ap art. in . Some
authorities have 3re, from 39 re, but there isno evidence that

the rare word inw ards) (which h
’

dm tdr dpira tor) can be
taken actively. npoaim a . The figure in this word de
notes the approach of something imperceptible or immate

rial
,
moving lightly or suddenly. Comp. 115, 644.
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'

Us.

riptpl l owed. Bathing tad : place among the preparative

ceremonies ofmarriage . Comp. Busip. t niss. 347.

io
'

flm Seem . u
‘

w duos
-deem , sm fi'

om the sam fu
ther with us. E

'

drorg. The construction here is
, as

Schutz remarks,
‘

Houim 36am : nad i r, iiyayacddpugra.

563. atom icdha
'

ast. weirdo, we irdo, atomic, noimio
’

, occur

as various readings. The position of these forms repre

sents the progress from truth to a conjecture through a false
reading. The accusative n orrdg is put in a sort ofappesio

tion
‘

with the verb. Comp. Mt. 432. The sense is, in

pa talty for what crime are you perishing
567. olorpog. There is no reason to suppose that any

thing was presented to the eyes of the spectators ; but the

poetplainly uses this word literally ; Io thought of the spec

tre of Argus, as a real (sauna buzzing around her, as is

shown by 675.
— In this line rise was first inserted by Her

mann , then by Elmsley and others. In the next dies 65

is Dindorf
’
s reading for ilim

’

ii665. See the Frail to his

Poetic Scenici,” p. vi.

569. Two ViennaMSS. omit anticipate, and two othem

read Both seem,
according to Dindorf, to be addi

tions to the text, eioopa
'

ioa having originally stood alone

without a verb, the idea, Ifixer, being implied in the con

text. Comp. Matthie on Hecuba 950 «3669 if first

w ygdrovoa , for awoiipcu con duction. I have inserted

Mathias in the text, though disposed to assent to D indorf
’
s

574. dub 66, u. r. 1. Render, and his serm ons, was:

j oined reed soundsforth in an under- tone a sleep-g iving lay .

577. Join ti non dpap
‘

roiioar edpoiv together, z : having

found me in what sin. For an emendation of577

and the part of the antistrophe corresponding, we Her

mann
’
s tractentitled Septem aperta operta apud Each]

lum.

” Opusc. 4, 334.

583. awards , like populous, v. 626, governs the genitive of

the thing grudged or denied. Comp.Mt. 368, a.

588. This verso was first made partof 10
’

s song by Her
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ma n and Elmsley, insteadofbeing ascribed to the chorus.

This is necessary according to the practice of the tragic

posts, as the corresponding verse in the antistrophe belongs

to her.

592. 01 11713169. It is rare that verbals in rig have but

two endings. 770016; is so used (Ed. Rex 396. Comp;Al
cest. 102.

599 . q u al e
'

mg, dopmmo
‘

ig, Schol . circumagmtibus,Well .

Rather
,
maddening .

600. omp my oi
‘

rm ' rrjo'

rtcw ainioug, hung ry , tormenting

leaps. The (e strus drove her forward in a painful race, al

lowing her no time for food.

601.

‘

Hgag. This word is due to a conjecture ofHer

mann ,
and appears in the modern edd. Such a dissyllabic

word was wanting to complete the metre , and the scholiasts

introduce it in paraphrasing im am .widest.
606. For ti pi; Elmsley elegantly conjectured u

’

nij- w

zap, what cure, and put a point after n afls
‘

i
’

v. The metre

requires a change here, or to read in v. 586 y syvproixao
’

.

615. dgrlmg. Properly it is an old dative
,

like

oinoi, moor, from oippo
’

g,j oint. The time denoted byj ust

now is a time j oined on
,
atb

'

oining to the present. Comp.

j uxta fromj ung o.

621 . cignalioamnvioat dent? ipi Comp. Antig. 547.

628. again » is an Attic form for rapoin w conip. «pgolpwr

for npooiy tov . See Buttmann ,
Lexil.

,
No . 52.

629 . pincer oig cannot be for poiooov v) 053. Many have
conjectured iisic, which may be pronounced as one syllable .

As the text stinds, a comma should come betbre trig, which

3a ,
nam

,
siquidem, and oixoiiom, implied in the context

,

must be understood with yh nni. See Mt. §450, 2. Elmsley

conjectured paoco
'

rwg if7402ylmni.

638. crescent. (pipojtm t in the middle often means I hear

of,
obtain as a prize.

639 . oil‘iar it“, are a proper way of spending time.

645. n ow here ; is an Homeric form for m inimum.

Comp. Alcest. 29 , for this word.
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648. ae gis, Dori foraway , is used in iambics by E ach.

and Eurip.

652. pasty , having a deep soil
, fertile. Comp. ruin; pas

q
‘h ia , Horn .

654. 1 56307 ripper 21: 1 . ii. Aide. Comp. Alcest. 5.

655. etitppdvag. See Electra 19 .

658. intAadoin g. The genitive with in! often follows a

verb ofmotion.

660. Comp. Soph. (Ed. Rex 72.

666.

‘iirpsrov oil doflou. There is an allusion here to sa

cred cattle
,
which were called iz

'

cperot and iivsror, as being
left free to wander where they chose. See the notes on

Hesych . voce iiqmor.

667. pol ity . Here the aorist infin . stands alter 505509
with a future sense ; even though that phrase has no

future idea, such as verbs of hoping, promising , and the

like have
,
with which act. infinitives are often so used.

Comp. Mt. 501. The more regularform ofthis sentence

would be 32mi{film —

pol ar «Fir — 3cQuin
-

rowan hoists, for

the fut. pol e
‘

i
'

osm ,
and iSa

'

ioraiost, take the form which be

longs to oratio direeta
,
thus by a change ofconstruction de

serting the optative . An obvious conjecture ofElmsley
’
s

m ou nd)! div for n . in is then unnecessary.

676. Kepp slag. Another reading is Kin gsley . So its

primitive has the forms us
'

v or, xs
'

yzpov, millet. I do not

find a stream of this name elsewhere mentioned as being in

Argolis.

677. iixgqv. This reading is probably corrupt, as the

discrepances ofthe MSS . seem to show . Nusqnam, qood

sciam
,
memoratur Atom; iz

'

xpa .

”
B l. Lern

'

a was a morass

on a low coast from which the hills retired.

680. dupocddzqrog oinpoodourjrwg. The two last

syllables of aiq ioc are probably pronounced as one by
synizesis. For the synizesis of a, which Person denied, see

Herm. Elements, p. 34
,
ed. Glasg.

682. yiv yijc, to land in front of, i. 0 . beyond land.

Not so Mt. 575.

698. 1 06. Comp. v. 39 .
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700. tip npir resin dryness, you gulf led year fonner
desire.

711. isnprqy ivoe rotors. Comp. 362. Scholefield cites

Hor. Epist. Lib. I . l
,
56

,
Laevo suspensiloculos tabulamque

lacerto.
”

- The Scythians, and some ofthe Sarmatte , lead

a nomad life
,
and had no fixed mansions

,
but dwelt in

w agons, as the Tartars do now . A tribe of Scythians
hence got the name of Hamaxobu . Comp. Herod. 4

, 46;

Strabo 7, 3. 2.

712. What is said by the poet concerning Io
’
s wander

ings is quite at variance with geographical truth, and it is

diflicult to say in all cases what view of her course he had

in ] his own mind. From the vicinity of Argos (676) she
went to the oracle ofDodona and to the coast ofthe

Ionian or Adriatic sea. Thence she turned, and went no

longer in a westerly direction ; but the poet is silent about

her path, until she arrives at the scene of this play, which

seems to have been the shore of the Hyperborean or

Scythian sea. This sea zEschylus may have regarded as

being far to the south of its actual place . Io now goes

towards the east and avoids the Scythian nomads by
drawing n igh to a rocky coast, which Schutz takes for that

ofthe Palus Meotis. The Chalybes he regards as an other

w ise unknown nation ofthat name, so called from their skill

in working iron but it is more probable that the poet has

given a wrong place on his vague map, either to the tribe so

called living near Trapezus (Xen . Anab. 5
,
5
,
l ), or to the

warlike peop le or be same name (ibid. 4, 5 , 34) bordering
upon Armenia. The Hybristes is explained to be the

Araxes by the Scholiasts ; their ground may have been ,
that both names denote the violence ofthe current. Schiitz

,

however, takes this river to be the Tanais, which was falsely
supposed by some

,
according to Strabo, to run north from

Caucasus.

719. aim
'

mK.
,
to Caucasus itself, as contrasted with

the river flowing from it, quite to Caucasus.

725 728.

‘

iva, where. Ifthe text is right, the geography
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is exceedingly wrong. The mouth of the Thermodon on

the southern coast ofthe Euxine
,
was some ten degrees of

longitude east of Salmydessus on the western . Ofthis the

poet could hardly be ignorant, as the Faxine trade ofAthens
must already have been considerable . He may, however,
have followed the early fables relating to the Argonauts,
in placing this town on the southern coast. Fer Salmydes

sus
, comp. Antig . 969 . ywoisog. Thismetaphor, accord

ing to one Scholiast
,
is derived from the perilous nature of

the coast
,
dwi rd toil ; rig mirrjv nie

'

orrag uararal loxew . An

other deduces it from the form of the coast resembling a

jaw . But Schlitz understands misc; more indefinitely of
the mouth of the Propontis called Salmydessian ,

because

that town was
l

a short sail (about eighty miles)within the
Euxine .

- The country ofthe Amazonswas considered in

Strabo’s time (see 1 1 , 5, 1 3) to be in the mountains

above Albania
,
or else under Caucasus towards the north.

The poet places them farther to the south, and a setoffablea

settled them near the Thermodon . They guided Io
owil

ling ly , on account ofher sex , but by what route itdoes not

appear.

0

729 . iosydr. This Schutz understands
,
not of the Tan

ric Chersonese (now the Crimea) itself, but ofthe tongue of

land between the Mzeotis and the Euxine on the east of

the former, where the mart of Phanagoria w as built. On

this scheme, Io went from Asia into Europe by crossing the

strait named from her the Bosporus. In order to bring

her back into Asia again , which v. 735 requires, Shritz takes

her along the northern coast of the Euxine
,
and across»the

T hracian Bosporus into Asia Minor, and the next thing we

hear of her is her arrival at Cisthene near the ends of the

earth. The improbability of this is manifest. Io passes

from some European region into
‘

the Tauric Chersonese ,
swims the Bosporus, and is thus in Asia at once . The Ta

nais and Palus Maeotis were considered the boundary be

tween Europe and Asia. Comp. Strabo 11
,
l
,
1 .

easy , a narrow channel . The present name is the

Straits ofTheodosia.
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'

S .

intended, for the poet would naturally return to the point

where he left off
,
v. 735.

791 . There is plainly a lacuna here
,
and some suppose

that a number of lines are lost. It is not certain what sea

is meant in the next line ; but if, as I think most probable ,

only a few words have fallen out
,
then it is either the Palus

Me etis
,
— w hich

,
however

,
would rather be called a

— or the Caspian .

793. There is a division among scholars, as to the course

of l o. Some in the present age, as Voss and Hermann
,

suppose that the poet conceived her path to be in a north

.ward and westward direction to Libya, where common

Opinion placed the Gorgons and Phorcides. Hermann in

deed treats the opposite opinion , viz . that she went east

wardly to E thiopia, with contempt, (Opuscula, 4,
but notwithstanding , w ith most interpreters, with Mannert

(Geog . 4
,

and Muller (Geschichte der Dorer, 1 ,
I accede to it as the best supported. K tosrjrq is called
by Harpocration, cited by Elms ,

a mountain of Thrace
,

and he quotes from Cratinus a line which sufficiently shows

its remoteness : ud78s
'

vd
’

int ripp ara yijg ijSttg, xai 10001;
rqc 590g iitpst.

794. Hesiod (Theog. 270) mentions the Phorcides and

Gorgons under the names ofI ‘

pa lae derma l udpm in this

passage), and Fogyol . The latter dwelt near the Hespefi

des, rbeyond the ocean
,
on the confines of night. The

former were grey
- haired from birth, but of the other traits

of the fable here mentioned the poet says nothing.

795. xvxrdpoqwot. D e canitie Stanleius interpretatur,
nec ipse repetio quod melius sit.

”
Schutz . The Scholiast

understands this word literally. ixrmeéra t, an Ionic

form for usurnps
’

rat, but occasionally found in Attic writers.

796. dig oil9
’ ijieoc. The same is said of the Cimrneri

ans by Homer,O dys. xi. 15.

799 . dpauon dpahl ot, having snakes for hair. The word

pantie, used properly of wool
,
stands also

, according to

Hesych.,
for 6eta -95min ) scrim).



801 . ”new seems to mean thing to be guarded ag ainst.

803 807. In the northern parts there w as fabled to be
’

abundance of gold, which the Arimaspi attempted to steal

from the grifiins thatguarded it. To this Milton alludes,Par.

L. ii. 943. Comp . Herodot. 4, 13 15 and 27
,
and 3, 116.

The one -eyed Arimaspiwere reputed to dwe ll nextto the Issa
dones

,
who bordered upon the Scythians ; next to them lived

the grifhns, and then the Hyperboreans upon the sea. Some
poets transferred the Hyperboreans to the west ofEurope ;
but I know of no good evidence

,
that the abode ofthe Ari

maapi was otherwise thought of, than as being to the north

or northeast of the Scythians, except by the Scholiasts on

this passage , who assign Cisthene , Arimaspi, Gorgons, and

all , to Libya. The grifiins also seem to be an e astern fic

tion . We must suppose , then ,
that the poet departed from

the received story , and put the Gorgons in the remote east,

xtivag. The grifiins, like the Sphinx , ( Ed.Rex 39 1
,
the

eagle, infra 1022, the Furies, Choéph. 9 11 are called

dog s from their being fierce and rapacious ministers of

Jove
,
his hounds which he sets upon men. Ban dpass.

dxpays
‘

ig, were added to explain the metaphor in mirag. The

griflins we re dogs only in a figure , as they had the beaks
of birds, and did not bark. roipa fl l otim rog mipou,

E schylus says equally n ogbr h ymns (Sept. ad Theb.

and n opdr Zxaydvdpov (Choeph. Comp. nopiw3411109

n orapoi
’

o, Persm,
848. The river derived its name fi'om

uhoiirog, as abounding in gold sand ; and so Hades received

the name of Pluto from his being lord of underground

treasures. Those , who lay the scene of these verses in the

extreme west, understand this ofTartessus or Ba lls in the

Span ish gold region,

807. It may be asked
,
how the poet could go at one leap

from northeastern Asia to 1Ethioryia, as though they were

contiguous. It is understood that the ancients extended

EthiOpia far to the east in early times. In Odys. i. 23, we

have

4133104013, 102dtzdd dsdaiarat, i
'

oza roe drdpoir,

oi piv dvoops
'

rou
c

I
‘

neqlorog, oid
’

a
’

morrog.
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And then
,
as all between was an unknown land to him

, he

neither conceived of the great distance between the two

regions,
'

nor knew how to fill it up with incidents.

808. 7196; fluov amydzg, i. e . where the sun rises. So

Soph. in a frag. speaks ofw an ing anra
’

g. Voss understands

this of the well- known fountain at the temple of Jupiter
Ammon ,

mentioned by Herodot. 4, 181, and called fil let)
by Biodot . xvii. 50.

811. Above the cataracts of the Nile
, the Romans still

cal led it Niger 11281
5

041) from the blackness of the wa

ters of the blue river
, or central branch .

814. m y.» dnomiar, remote colony so. Campus.

Comp. 847.

817. dradlu l ats, fold over ag ain , redouble, hence, repeat

the question .

822. uov, I think.

829 . fin al . The apodosis begins with in sid er, 836.

830. elimin ator
,
seated on a high ridg e.

831 .

‘
e a

‘

ixog, Ionic for 35x09, which last appears in most
MSS . in 280; butWell. reads fiduov there also.

832. Render, and (where are) the talking oaks, a wonder

incredible. Comp. Odys. xiv. 327; Soph. Trachin . 171 ;

Herod. 2, 57. These oaks are called by Soph. and Herod.

qmyol , which were oaks bearing the best acorns, and so

fagus in Latin.

835. at rmvde nooooaivse os
'

u , if aught ofthese thing s

p leases you. Spoken sarcastically _ for perhaps you like

the high honor of being called Jupiter
’
s wife .

837. It is plain that what is here called the GulfofRhea,
is either the same w ith the Ionian sea

,
orwas the whole of

that of which the Ionian w as a part, viz . the sea between

Greece and Italy. The true derivation
‘

ofthe name Ionian

is from the commercial visits of the Ionians to that quarter.

847. nooozaiuan ,
the dep osits or made land at the mouth

of the Nile . The Schol . and Schiitz understand it of the

embankments collectively, on which the cities of the Delta
stood

,
in order to be out of reach of the overflow .

849 . énmpdiv. Elmsley says on this verse : Di5plioet in
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hoe senario subita temporum mutatio
,
cum vel sn aqm

'

oag

vel d cyyévmr dicendum esset. Simile vitium infra 638, sus
tulit Bl . Sed magnam licentiam in hac re sibi permittunt

Tragici. Tale est elem , decimal , in Choéphororum prologo.
”

In v. 637(638) duodrigeofiat is still retained by Well . In

the present line perhaps tnmpdiv, the present participle , is

properly used on account of the continued not involved in

the idea of handling or stroking , while in the aorist,
is used ofthe momentary one of touching. In the instance

fromChoeph. 5
,
cited by Elmsley , ul tisw may be a true aor.

infinitive , since , as Buttmann remarks (LargestGrammar 2,
i
’

xl vov the imperfect is constantly so used. Yet,
though these cases may be excepted from Elmsley

’
s remark,

it seems to be a just one . 13slxrovoa and vi sauoiioa es

pecial ly are often used by the tragic poets, so far as I can
see

,
with precisely the same import. 071 419657,

“
p lacidd,

a quanihil arnpliusmalitimendum est,
”Schutz

,
i. e . without

fear , in which there is nothing fizarful. But of this signifi

cation , which seems to be required by the nature of the

case, I have met with no example .

850. ysw npdfl uv ye
'

vrnotg, so. did roi)
’

al umina; m l
"

190

733. In 851 and 869 we have sit-
“
m from a rare

firm for 1 55011015.

853. nm nxow dnmg, consisting offifty children. The

fifty daughters of Danaus are meant.
854. fiction a l . This future is rare in Attic writers, who

employ slut instead ofit.

855. Mhtitm opog eaten , literally, of thefemale. sea: by
birth. ovyyevfiya

'

pov drenpw
‘

iw, marriag e within the kit!

dred with cousins. See Antig. 793.

856. tm oqps
'

roi. m os
’

m may be spoken of! any agitating

passion . Callim .
,
H . in Dian . 19 1 , cited by BL, says m oi;

04329 im
’

team ,
which is the passion meant here .

$ 9 . (pdo
'

vor owpa
’

rmv {Est 0563 2 5 «9 56; (pfl omiou (80.

1 079 dvswto
‘

ig, the sons ofE gyptus) 00 116 t admin, i. 6 .

shall be unwilling to give their persons into their cousins‘

hands.

r
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860, 861 . H el aoyia ,
ao. 7a. Argos is so called by E ach.

throughout his play of the Suppliants, which relates to the

Danai’dae here spoken of, and by the other tragic posts. See

Spanheim on Gallim .

,
H. in Lav. Pa]. 4. The Pelasgioccu

pied the north and east of Pe loponnesus, before the Achie
ans

,
the people ofepic poetry, came in from the north.

diEsra i, Sc . aritoig, the D anaidw implied in awpoisanr. da

p irm r u. r. L,
they ,

i. e . the sons ofE gyptus, having been

slain in fema le war through daring that kept watch by

night. The daughters ofDanaus agreed to kill their hus

bands by night, and all but one , Hypermnestra, did so.

Oql vxtéwg
"

Asst, more literally , Harte muliebrimanu inter

feiente. Elmsley supposes this passage to be corrupt.
863. dwnxror diorouor, clawin g. owaya

‘

iot, throats,

properly the part of the body , where the victim is struck by

the slaughter
- knife . The Etym. Mag. defines award; by

uaraul e
‘

ida g, the hollow just above where the collar- bones are

inserted in the breast.

868. shim ,
vocari. Comp. Alcest. 961 .

871. See 774.

877. otpéxsl og, shooting p ain, spasm,
or twing e. In 1046

this word denotes a blast or furious and irregularmotion of

wind. Comp. Eurip. Hippolyt. 1353, xard d
’

iyxicpal or undq
'

i

oqwix
‘

el og. imd fidl n ouot, bum me within subm t ct

ardent. The meaning within , here given to inui, arises from

its primitive meaning under
,
since that which has come un

der the roofofa house , or under the surface of the body, is

within it. So inods
’

zopa t means I receive under my roqf,
within my house. Comp. {fink/fer anaemic. Soph.

Trachin . 1082.

880. Hesychius defines tiger; by circle, point, sting ,
and

cites this passage . Herodot. 4, 81, uses it with arm s, of

an arrow - head. iinvpog, Schol . n ol tirw pog, Bl. arden

tissimus, as though a were intensive ; but this is improbable,

as not more than five or six fair examples of this use of a

can be produced. See Buttmann
’
s Largest Gram . 2, 358.

Well . defines it igni similis but the epithet would be too
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tame, if this were its meaning. S chlitz translates it sine

ig nefactus, as though there were an allusion to the physical

meaning of696m a
'

n opog apdtg then would be a weapon
’
s

point notmade byfire, which no smith has fashioned. This

is poetical and in the style ofZEschylus, who occasionally
explains by an epithet his own metaphors. Something so

“made iin vgog means g old that has not p assed through the

j ire. But the simplest meaning, viz . withoutfire, unat

tended withfire, i. e . a s a Schol. says, burning likefire
though without it, seems to me preferable . The word is

chosen to form a contrast to aé l n ovoi in the preceding verse .

moire: takes its physical meaning , the diaphragm.

883. The figure in this and the next line denotes her in

ability to follow a straig ht course in her words
,
and is ex

plained by the closing phrase , yl w
'

ooqg dzgarq
’

g.

885 Significat,
”
says Schutz , querelas nihil adversus ,

calamitatem proficere . F luctibus obloqui pro loquendo nihil

p roficere nota est metaphors . Confer v. I doubt
if the figure means any thing more than the preceding one

,

viz . that she talks confusedly through the influence of her

pain. The successive stings of her phrensy are compared

to waves tossing upon her
,
against which her words beat

confusedly, i. e . which force them from her in wilddisorder.

80 both Scholiasts explain it. aim}is .notfrustra here, but
tirmere, .at random.

887. The subject oftheode is the danger ofbeing raised
above one

’

s condition . Its spirit is the dread of superior

power, and thus it ran in strong contrast with the feel

ings of Prometheus, and gave occasion to his speech,
v. 908, seq.

890. n ational xa8 w ords, toform a marriag e connexion in

one
’
s own rank. The wise man who conceived and broached

this maxim was Pittacus
,
whom a young man came to con

sult whether he should marry a female of his own quality,
but~poor, or

'

one above him,
who was rich. Pittacus pointed

to some boys that were whipping their tops, and said they
would teach him. The young man drew nigh, and, hearing
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them say to their t0ps, rural om bv 31a (sc. 686i ), took
an omen from the words and married his equal. This is

made the subject of a neat epigram by Callimachus, pre
served in D iog. Laert. i. 80

,
Vit. Pittaci.

89 1. dzadpvm opc
'

m r, who take airs upon themselves
,
act

haughtily x

897. dorsgyoiropa m yoivooa , 724.

899 . hiya was first put for y e yoipcp here , which suited

neither sense nor measure, by Schiltz , whom RI. and others
have followed.

900. dvon l aiy otg, comp. Antig. 1266
, Om it}; here.

"

Home. caused by Juno. For this relation ofthe genitive

to nouns, see Mt. 375. miraw . This word is want

ing in one MS . It is ejected from the text with 76w in

the strophe , which all the MSS . have
,
by Schlitz , Porson ,

and Bl . Hermann de Epitritis Doriis (Opuscula, 3, 97)
says, Verissima et certissirna est librorum scripture, pape r

in fine addentium ,
cujusmodi vox addenda esset

,
etiam si

nullus e am liber prteberet. And his reason tbs so saying

is
,
that the catalexis which takes place, when these words

are omitted, is not a suitable or m et one . w hen has the

force of an adjective here , 0. g. ”1 809013.

901, & c . The order is thatd
’

bu gir dminor (iota ) tip»

159 (i. e. on a level with myself), iirpofidg slut, oi: diam ; 3st

pd» forms a
contrast to pi; bi, which two words should be

written apart. 5mm fights, with eye not to be avoid

ed. 3mm is an accusative joined to an active verb of its

own signification. Comp. Mt. 421
, Obs. 3.

904, 905. The sense is
,
This war is no war

, (i. e . is an

inefi
'

ectual one ,)fruitful in difliculties nor know I what

would become of me. Comp. Alcest. 51 , 120, 152. The

war meant is resisting the love of a God. ”demo; governs

an accusative by its active tbrce. See Antig . 787.

W . oiov may be resolved into 31 1 rowiim . Mt. 480,

Obs. 3. The marriage here meant is with Tbeti-s.

According to Pindar, Isthm. 8
,
58 seq.

,
when Jose and

Neptune were rival suitors of Thetis, Themis (and not
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957. durum};
‘

n '

goiw ovg. Ophion and Saturn
,
according

to the Schol. For Ophion and Eurynome

had first the rule

Of high Olympus, thence by
‘

Saturn driven

And Ops, ere yet Dictman Jove was born .

”

961 . The sense is
,
nay , I fall much and a ltog ether short

0

966. The spirit of this reply is much like that of Satan
to Gabriel. Par. Lost

,
iv. 970.

976. ad araflo
'

rrsg, treated well (by me). So Alcest.

977. pspnrdta wo
'

vor pq vo
'

ra parlar. Comp. 9 19 .

980. dipoi. As Schutz observes
,
this one expression of

pain, forced from Prometheus, has a fine effect in showing
the severityof his sufferings and the strength of his will .

985. xai pv ys : and surely ; but in 982 these par
‘

ticles and y et. Comp. Alcest. 713. The sense is
,
and

surely ,
I mig ht return him afavor, as I owe him one. 16931

if to be supplied also after dtpeil ow .

986. This verse refers to the . bitter irony of the preced

ing, which implied that Mercury w as a child in supposing
that Prometheus woulddo as he wished. n a

‘

ida a Schol.

explains by Janice. But oivoriorspog requires the other mean

ing , and m ag in the sense ofservant
,
being a word offamil

iar life , is not used by the tragic poets, etcept/ in calling
out to porters, and on similar occasions. See Hermann

Antig . v. 1275 ofhis ed.

988. m voofiy a t seems to have coexisted with m aloopai, as

meo iiy at did with (petiSopa t.

1001 . is in the nominative . The sense is, you

trouble me in vain by your admonitions, as a wave (would
by its sound.) Schutz takes it in the accusative .

1005. un rtoiopaotr zegoiv, supp lieafions with the M ,

(made by lilting up the hands with the back of them turned

outwards.)
1006. toii um dc diet. I want the whole of it, am with

out it a ltog ether.

1011 . atpodptirst. Schol. xoy noig‘q xai inalpy ; rather, you
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act violently or haug htily . Bl. has not found the word in

any other classical author.

1013. pettor is the MS. reading, which Well . retains, and

interprets the clause thus : p ervica
'

cia ip sa p er se nihil , vel

potius neminem
,
superat. Most editors have adopted and

read Stanley
’
s emendation gator. p . caldera; 005m

has less than nopower, is utterly powerless.

1016. duplda dzpros
'

oo
'

av of v. 282.

1022. scrim . See the note on 803. For diagram;
on in the next line , comp. Alcest. 494.

1025. nsl atro
'

dpwtov, black to eat, i. e . black. Comp. Al

1027. The fable was
,
thatChiron

,
the Centaur

, thus took

his place . See Apollodor. ii. 5
, 4, andHeyne

’
s note .

1031 . l iar eipqpe
'

vog, vehementer
,
i. e . serio dictus ; Bl.

xal augments the force of l ia r. So Eurip. Medea 526,
31!t xai l iar n vpyo

'

ig xdgw ; Odys. i. 46, xai l iar usirdg

ya dotudt t usira t dl s
'

ttpqi. See Elmsley
’
sMedea 513

where the present passage is cited.

1037
,
1038. The article with aheadiav, aridovl lav, seems

to denote a reference to the same words in 1034
,
1035.

1040. vol be sure.

1044. oiy tpn
'

xngfio
’

orpvzog n vgo
'

g, the double-

pointed curl
,
or

twist
, offlame. The thunderbolt grasped in the middle by

Jupiter was conceived to take at both ends the sinuous form

of flame, which the Greeks compared to a lock of hair, to

the beard, and the like .

1046. adraig éitatg. See v. 221 .

1051 . 396m,
rap tim Well. penitus Bl. The word

mean s, 1 . borne aloft, as in Alcest. 608; 2. hom e away ,

simply away , as here 3. as the efi
'

ect of being home away,

utterly g one, hence entirely , outrig ht, a very common sig

pification .

1054. For the construction, see Alcest. 760.

1057. The MSS . vary exceedingly in the first part ofthis

verse
,
and no various reading gives a good sense . Among

the conjectures of learned men, I have allowed that ofDin
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dorf, 17w ide rim,
to stand in the text, as the aptest and

the l east receding from the Medicean
,

the best of the

MSS .

,
which has 52roiid

’

eiyw zij. The sense is, in what

does his condition fall short ofphrensy what abatement

has he in his madness
. Porson conjectured eiMd

?

o
’

zw gq
‘

iv.

It") n apanaisw ,
i. e. diets p . u is another construction

for tofim ,
or

,
which is the same

,
can pi) n . Comp. Alcest. 11 .

1060. n ov, somewhere. This is used for not, as adverbs

of rest often are
,
with verbs of motion , for adverbs ofmo

tion ; because the final result of the action, viz . rest, is prin

cipally thought. of. Thus p et al n ov za ps?“ g o to some

p lace where you may be in a retreat. Adverbs ofmotion;
on the contrary, are put where we should expect adverbs of

rest; a. g. Choeph. 521 , n o? rshsvrq
'

i l dyog, in what direction

does what was said end ? i. e . what course will it take to be

fulfilled ? — where ~motion is impied.

1065. u apaotipsw , p ra ter necessitatem in medium pro

ferre ; Well . to drag along orforward, hence to introduce
into discourse byforce, without occasion .

1079 . rig after tpnl ez3rjosofl s adds the idea ofmotion to

the verb. The sense is
, y e wil l be brought into, and err

tang led in . Comp. Alcest. 841 .

1089 . (Semi, the hurling of the thunderbolt, or rather the

hurled thunderbolt itself. With this word tn ’

spot is to be

joined, and means ag ainst me, or at me as in 1043. écmj
51

’

6169 8? in
’

ipol imb Awe iédupds
'

r.
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100. Anapaestic dimeters.

1 14. A dochmius. (l ) Comp. 566.

1 15. Two dochmn hypercatalectic.

.L. V J i

or this verse can be divided inio four Bacchii.
See Herm . Elementa., ed. Glasg .

, p. 187.

1 16. Iambic trimeter.

1 17. Dochmius and Freon

quartus, (or creticus)
See Herm . p. 170.

1 18
,
119 . Iambic trimeters.

120 127; 136 143; 152 159 ; 167 178; 186

192 anapmstic dimeters.

128— 135. 144 151 . These verses are regarded as

Choriarnbic by Blomfield, who arranges them

mostly into dimeters. A scholiast pronounces

the first verse , ending at rdstg, Anacreontic (i. e .

Anacreontic preceded by an Iambic penthemim.)
v . 397.

To thisHerm. accedes, andmakes the second line Anacre

ontic al so, ending atdy ihha tg, and the third, ending atn atgqiag,
an Ionicus a minore closed by a logamd. anapaest. Wellauer

follows him in these three lines and closes thefourth at (peg

rag, which makes a choriambic dimeter ; thefifth at a 'iipa t

logaced. the sixth at dirtpuw his first); the
seventh at «13663 an Anacreontic closed by v V V L a

logaoedic anapaest) the eighth log. dactyl . with anacru

sis. I have followed D indorfand Boeckh, in dividing the

lines into choriambics in order to avoid this mingling
8
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together of Ionic and choriambic metres. Thefirst verse

is a chor. tetrameter ; the second the same catalectic ; the

third chor. dimeter ; the fourth log . dactyl . constantly
occurring among

’

choriambi; thefifl h the third ; the sixth

chor. pentam. catalect. ; the seventh log.

‘dactyl . with ana

crus1s.

159 166. 178 185.

Verses 1 - 3, 5. Iambic dimeters. (The third foot of v. 2.

and first ofv. 5, are resolved.)
4. Iambic trimeter. (The second, third

,
and

four’th feet are resolved.)

6. Dactyl . penthemim. _1_ v v

7. Trochaic penthemim. and dactyl . pentameter.

8. Logacedic dactyl. (two dactyls, two trochees.)

277— 297. Anape stic dimeters.

397— 405 . 406 414.

Verse 1 . Iambic penthemim. and Anacreontic verse.

L u IV V L V L V L L

2 4. Each consists of two Anacreontics.
5. Ionic a minore dimeter.

See Herm.

, p. 314. In the beginning of v. 2, a pure

Ionic a minore dimeter occurs
,
and if h ifldpsra is not

omitted, we have in this line another Ionic a minors before

the Anacreontic .

415 419 . 420 424.

Verse 1 - 3. Trochaic dimeters.

Glyconean and logaced. dactyl . (One dactyl, tvro
trochees.) 1 u A.

425 435. Epode ofthe foregoing .

Verse 1. Antispast, and Iambic
tripody.
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2. Dactylic trimeter catalectic in dissyllabum with

anacrusis, followed by a trochaic dipody (or epi
tritus).

3. Dactylic trimeter catalectic in
dissyllahum. v u v v

Iambic trimeter catalectic.

Dactylic trimeter catalectic in dissyllabum,
fol

lowed by an Ithyphallicus.

l v v v v

Iambic dimeter.
Trochaic dimeter catalectic.

Iambic trimeter catalectic.

9 . Dactylic tetrameter catalectic in dissyllabum

with a closing Ithyphallicus. (l )
1 I v Ol

'

dactylic tetrameter catalectic, Iambic dime ter

catalectic.

5% — 536 544.

Verse 1 . Dactylic penthemim.

2. Trochaic dipody (epitritus) and dactyl ic tri
meter catalectic 1n dissyllabum.

J.
v

v. 2 with v. 1 appended.

I v V V V

v 2 closed by a creticus.

e I_z_ e c e

5 . v. 1 .

6. Trochaic dimeter catalectic.

7. Iambic do.

545 — 560.

Verse 1. Logamdic anapaest. (four anaptests, Iambic tri

pody catalectic .)
v a _I_

do. (two anapwsts, Iambic dimeter cata

lectic.)
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do. (two anapwsts, Iambic dipody cata

lectic . )
Trochaic dimeter.

Four anapwsts, one Iambus.

Dactylic tetrameter catalectic with a closing ,

Trochaic dimeter.

561 - 565. Anapa stic dimeters.

566. Dochmius J (last syllable short.)
567— 569 . Iambic trimeters catal ectic. (omitting cpoflob

y ou in

570. Dochmiac dimeter.
I

L iv J :
571 567.

572. Dochmius hypercatalectic. 1 V

572. B. Dochmius and Iambic dipody.

I

J
“

: J.
v

573. Iambus and dochmiac dimeter.

1 I

J— l v v L l V ‘ u

/

Z — . L

574 588. 593 608. These lines were first noticed

to be a strophe and antistrophe by Hermann.

Verse 1 . Dochmiac dimeter.

2. Creticus and v. I .

3. Creticus
,
trochaic dipody, (cretic dimeter

hypercat.) dochmius (See Seidler, de Vers.

Boehm . ,
l

4
,
5. (Unite these lines) three paeons
cretic trimeter) and a dochmius.

6. Cretic trimeter hypercatalectic .

_l_v V l v _ v

7. a. two short syllables pronounced apart. Iam
bic tripody catalectic (Iambic monometer
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2. Epitritus and two dactylic trimeters catalectic

in dissyllabum.

l

3. The two first parts of v. 2 closed by a

creticus.

4. Iambic penthemim. and dactylic do. (called
Iambelegus.)

5. Trochaic trimeter catalectic .

901 906. Epode ofthe foregoing.

Verse 1 . Iambic dimeter. _1_ V
v v

V V v V v V

2. Dochmius
,
trochaic dimeter catalectic.

3. Iambic trimeter catal ectic.

4. do. (ending at migrpog. All the long syllables

are resolved.)
A

w u V V V U V U U V
V V v U N-f

v

5. Trochaic dimeter.

6. do. catalectic.

7. Logaued. dactyl .

1036 1093. Anapaestic dimeters.

I


