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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE CR ITI C I SMS on the ROLL I AD ,

in their original form , excited such

a general curiosity, that three spurious
editions have already been sold , indepen

dently oft heir publication in various of

the D aily Papers , and Monthly Maga
‘

zines . Such a m arked tes tim ony in their
favour, cannot bu t be peculiarly flattering
to us . We therefore thought it incumben t
on us in return , to exert our u tmost eh

d eavours in rendering them , as
-far as our

judgment will direct us, yet more worthy
ofthat attention with which they have
been honoured , imperfect as they fell

from us, through a channel, that did not

seem necessarily to d emand any V ery

great d egree ofprecision .

In the present edition some few pas

sages have been expunged ; others soften
ed ; many enlarged 5 more corrected : and
two whole numbers, with the greater part

a 4



viii ADVERTISEMENT.

ofa third , are altogether new . A poeti
coprosaical D edication to S IR L LOY D

KE NYON, now Lord ChiefJustice ofthe

Court ofKing
’

s Bench, has also been add

ed 5 and an Appendix is now given , con

sisting ofMiscellaneous Pieces
,
to which

the C riticism s inciden tally refer .

It may perhaps give offence to some

very chastized judgments
, that in this our

authentic edition , w e have subjoined notes

on a professed commen tary . Some short
explanatIons, however

,
appeared occa

sionally necessary, more especially as the

subjects ofPolitical Wit in their - very
nature are fugitive and evanescent . We

only fear that our illustrations have not

been sufficiently frequent, as we have pri
vately been asked to what Mr. Har

dinge
’

s Arithm e tic in the D edication

alluded ; so little impression was m ade on

the public by the learned Gentleman
’

s ela

borate calculation ofthe Orations spoken ,
and the time expended in the d iscussion

ofthe Westminster Scrutiny Indeed , we

have known persons even ignorant that

Sir Lloyd Kenyon vo ted for his stables.



ADVERTISEMENT. it

This Edition has further been orna
mented with a T ree ofthe Genealogy,
and the Arms, Motto, and C rest ofthe

R oL L os, now R OL L E S ; for an explana
tion ofwhich we beg leave to refer the

reader to page xiii. The Genealogy is like
wise given at full length from the Morn
ing Herald

, where it was originally pub
lished , and was

‘

probably the foundation of

the ROL L IAD . It is therefore inserted in
its proper place , before the first extrac t
from the D edication to the Poem , which

imm ediately preceded the first Numbers
ofthe CRITICI SM S .





ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE

FOURTH E D ITI ON.

THREE very large impressions ofthe .

following work being already sold , and

the demand for it d aily inc reasing, it is
now a fourth tim e submitted to the Pub
lic , revised and corrected from the m any
literal erro rs, which, with every precau
tion , will too often deform a first edition
especially when circumstances render an
early publication ne cessary .

In thepresen t edition some few altera
tions have been made,but none ofany

considerable magnitude ; except that the
Appendix ofMiscellaneous Pieces is here
suppressed . This has been done , in some

d egree , for the conveniency of binding
this first part ofthe CR ITI C I SM S ON THE

R OL L IAD with the second ; but more , in »

deed , in consequence ofa design, which



xii ADVERTISEMENT.

w e at present entertain , ofprinting most

ofthose pieces with o ther productions of

the sam e Authors in one
’

octavo volume,

under the title
'

ofPOL ITI CAL MI SCEL

LAN I E S .

As the bulk and matter ofthe book are

thus diminished , the price also is propor-u
tionally reduced . Where ‘

THE GR IT I

C I SM S seem to require any elucidation

from the conten ts ofthe former Appen
dix, extracts are now given at the bottom
of“

the page
“

instead ofthe references in
our former Editions .

This slight change we flatter ourselves
will not be disapproved by the Public ;
and we hope , that they will not receive
with a less degree offavour the intimation

here given ofthe Miscellaneous Volume,

which will probably be published in the

course ofthe ensuing winter .



EXPLANATION

O F TH E

FRONTISPIECE A ND TITLE -PAGE .

THE FRONTI SP I E CE represents Duke

R OLLO , with his Sword and D ucal Coroa

ne t lying by his side . It is supposed to

be a striking likeness, and was copied
from a painting in the Window

'

of a

Church at Rouen in Normandy . From
this illustrious Warrior springs a Tree of

the Genealogy of the R oL L o s
,

now

R oL L E s . The mos t eminent ofthis great
Family alone are noticed . The parti~
cu lars oftheir history may be found in

page xxix and xxx.

The T I T L E -PA G E exhibits the Arm s ,

Motto, and C res t of the Family . The

Arm s are
, Three French R olls

,
Or, be

tween two R olls ofParchment
,
Proper,

placed in form ofa Cheveron on a Field

Argent —The Motto is jouez éz
'

en w ire



I

or, as we have sometimes seen

Spelt— Rolle. The C rest, which has been
late ly changed by the present Mr. ROL L E ,

is a half- length oftheMaster ofthe Rolls,
like a L ion d emi-rampant with a Roll of

Parchment instead ofa Pheon
’

s Head be !

tween his Paws .



DEDICATION.

d

To Sir Lloy d Keny on, Barf.

MASTER OF THE ROLLS , &c. &c.

MAY IT P L E A SE Y OUR HONOUR ,

T was originally my intention to have
d edicated the C RIT I C I SMS on the R OL -a

L I A D ,
as the R OLL IA D itselfis d edicated ,

to the illustrious character, from whose

hereditary name , the Poem d erives its

title ; and
’h
,
as I some time since apprized

the public , I had actually obtained his per
mission to lay this little work at his feet.

No sooner, however, was he made ac

quainted with my after- thought ofin
scribing my book to YOUR HONOUR , but,

with the liberality, which ever marks a

great mind , he wrote to me ofhis Own

accord , d eclaring his compleat acquies~

at In a postscript originally subjoined to the eighth

Number.



xvi DEDICATION .

c ence in the propriety ofthe alteration .

For ifI may take the liberty oftranscrib

ing his ow n ingenuou s and modest ex

p ression ,
I am m y self,

”
said he, but

a shag/e Rolfe ; S I R L LOY D KE NYO N if a

Marter qfHal/r .

G reat ROL L O
’

S heir
,
w hose cough , whose laugh,

w hose groan,

T he
’

Antmus E D M UND has so oft o
’

erthrown

”W
'

hose cry of question silenc
’

d C HA R LE S
’

S sense ;

T hat c ry, more pow erful than P IT T
’

S eloquence ;

E v
’

n he
,
thus h igh in glory, as in birth ,

Y ields w illing w ay to thy superior worth .

Ind eed , ifI had not been so happy as

to receive this express sanction ofMr.

R OL L E
’

S concurrence , I should neverthe

less have thought myselfjustified in pre

suming it, from the very distinguished
testimony which he has lately borne to

you r m erits, by taking a d emi-rampant of
YOUR HONOUR for his crest g a circum
stance

,
in my Opinion , so highly compli

men tary to YOUR HONOUR , that I was

s tud ious to have it as extensively known

as possible . I have therefore given direc
tions to my Publisher, to exhibit you r
portrait, with the R OL LE Arms

,
and
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xviii DEDICATION.

WhereWisdom sits a-squat, in starch disguise,

Like D ulness couch
’
d , to catch us by surprise.

And now he spreads around thy pomp ofwig,

In owl- like pride oflegal honour
’
s big ;

That wig, which once ofcurl On curl profuse,
‘In w ell-kept buckle ftitf, and smugly Spruce,

Deck
’
d the plain Pleader ; then in nobler taste,

With well-frizz’d bush the
’

Attorney
-General grac

’

d ;

And widely w aving now with ampler flow ,

Still with thy titles and thy fame shall grow ,

Behold, S IR LLOY D , and while with fond delight

The dear resemblance feasts thy partial sigh t,

Smile, ifthou canst ; and, smiling on this book,

C ast the glad omen ofone favouring look.

But it isOn public grounds, that I prin
cipally wish to vindicate my choice of

YOUR HONOUR for my Patron . The

R OL L IAD , I have reason to
’

be lieve , owed

its existence to the it m emorable Speech of

the Member ofD evonshire on the first
D iscussion ofthe Westminstér

'

S crutiny,

when he so emphatically proved him self

the genuine d es cendant ofDUKE R OLL O

and in the noble con tempt which he

avowed , for the boasted rights ofElect

Mr. Rolle said , he could not be kept all the summer

debating about the righ ts oftheWestminster electors. His

private concerns Were ofmore importance to him, than his

right as aWestminsterElector.

"



DEDICATION. xix

ors, seemed to breathe the very soul ofhis

great progenitor, who came to extirpate
the liberties of E nglishmen with the

sword . It must be remembered , however
,

that YOUR HONOUR ministered the occa

sion to his glory . You, SI R LL OYD , have
ever been reputed the immediate Author
ofthe Scrutiny . Your opinion is said to

have been privately consulted on the

framing ofthe R eturn ; and your public
d efence ofthe High-Bailiff

’

s procee ding,
notoriously furnished Mr

‘

. R OLLO , and the

other friends of the Minister, with all
the little argument, which they adva nced
against the objected exigency ofthe Writ.
You taught them

‘

to reverenc e that holy
thing, the Conscience of

“

a Returning
Officer, above all Law, P recedent,

’

Ana

logy, Public Expediency, a nd the po

pular Right ofR ep resentation , to which

our aid religious
respect, as franchise of

our Consti ailed on them

to manifes ingularly ho
nourable

this single

of the
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chosen in the pu rest possible manner from
their own pure Home ofGammaw .

Thine is the glorious mea sure ; thine alone

Thee father ofthe Scrutiny, w e own.

Ah w ithout thee what treasures had w e lost,

More w orth than twenty Scrutinies w ould cost I

To
’ instruct the Vestry, and convince the House,

What Law from MU R P HY what plain sensefront

R o u s

What wit from MULG R AVE ! from DUND A S
‘

,

what truth

What perfect virtue from the V I R Tu o u s Y OUTH i

What deep research from ARD E N the
’

profound !

What argument from B EAR C R OFT ever sound 1

By MUN CA STE R , what generous Offers made ;

By HAR D ING E , what arithmetic diSplay
’
d !

And , oh I what rhetoric, from MAHON that broke

In printed Speeches, which he
-never Spoke

Ah without thee, what worth n eglec ted long,

Had w anted still its dearest meed
i

ofsongi
In vain high

-blooded ROLLE , unknown to fame,
Had boasted still the honours ofhis name
In vain had exercis

’

d his noble Spleen

On BURKE and Fox— the ROLL IAD had not been.

But, alas

ment, while
“

has reached

he very mod

intelligence

iny is a t an

is no more .

“

met a su
'

d
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den
“

and a violent fate I trust, -however,
that the Ghost ofthe departed Scrn
tiny” (in the bold bu t beautiful language
ofMr. D UNDA S)will yet haunt the spot,
where it was brought forth, where it was

fostered , and where it fell . L ike the Ghost
ofHam let it Shall be a perturbed spirit,
though it may not come in a questionable
shape . It shall fleet before the eyes of

those to whom it was d ear
,
to admonish

them ,
how they rush into future d angers ;

to m ake known the secret ofits private
hoard s or to confess to them the sins of

its form er days, and to implore their pie ty ,
that they would give peace to its shade,

by making just reparation . Perhaps too,
it may sometim es visit the mu rderer, like
the ghost ofBanquo , to dash his joys . It

cannot indeed rise up In I ts proper form
to push him from his seat

, yet it may

assume s )le appearance
to be his These, how

ever, are lations, while

every loy substantial
affliction

tyrannic
make a
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months only especially when you had so

lately armed him with all power necessary
to make his enquiry effec tual .

it Ah how shall I the
’
unrighteous vote bewail

Again corrupt Majorities p revail.

Poor COR BE TT
’

S Conscience, tho
’
a little loth,

Mu st blindly gape, and gulp the
’

untasted oath

Ifhe, whose conscience neverfelt a qualm,

IfG R OG AN fail the good man
’

s doubts to calm .

N O more shall MOR G AN , for his six months
’

hire,

C ontend , that Fox should share the
’

expence offire ;

Whole Sessions shall he crank, nor bear away

The p rice , that paid the silence ofa day

I shall give the Reader in one continued note, what in

formation I think necessary for und erstanding these verses .

During the six months that the Scru tiny continued in St .

IVIartin
’

s, the most distinguished exhibition ofhit . Morgan
’

s

talents w as the maintenance ofan argument, that Mr. FOX

Ought to pay halfthe expence offire in the room where the

Witnesses attended . The learned Gentleman is familiarly

called Frag , to which I presume the Author alludes in the

word croak. Mr. Rous spoke two hours to recommend Ex

pedition .

he wrote two Pam

forgot the titles of

has too, ifhe ever
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No more, till COL L I CK some new story hatch,

Long
-winded R oUs for hours shall praise Dispatch ;

COLL I CK to Whigs and Warrants back sh all slink,

And ROU S, a Pamphleteer, t e-plunge in ink

MUR RHY again French Comedies shall steal,

C all them his own, and garble, to conceal

Or, pilfering still, and patching w ithout grace

His thread -bare shreds ofVirgil out ofplace,
With D ress and Scenery, Attitude and Trick ,

Swords, D aggers, Shou ts , and Trumpetsin the nick,
With Ahs and Ohs ! Starts, Pauses,Rant, and Rage,

G ive a new G R E C IAN D A U GHTE R to the s tage :

But, Oh, S I R CE C I L l— Fled to shades again

From the proud roofs, which here he raised in vain,

He seeks, unhappy w ith the Muse to cheer

His rising griefs, or d row n them in small-beer .

I

A las I the M use capriciou s flies the hour
When most we need her, and the beer is sour

Mean time Fox thunders faction uncontroul
’

d ,

Crown
’

d with fresh laurels,from new triumphs bold.

These general evils arising from the

termination ofthe Scrutiny , YOUR HO

NOUR ,
I doubt not, w ill sincerely lament

in common with all true lovers oftheir

King and in addition to

these , you ,
ave particular

cause to r last hair in
This appears to be

crastination The Master

phrase, is a most eloquent

On Eloquence, Vol . II .



x
’

xiv DEDICATION.

this tail ofprocrastination is plucked . I

well know , what eager anxiety you felt to
establish the su lfrage , which you gave , as

the delegate ofyour Coach-horses : and I
unaffec ted ly condole with you, that you

have lost this great Opportunity ofdisplay
ing your unfathomable knowledge and

irre sistible logic to the confusion ofyour
enemies . How learned ly would you have
quoted the m emorable instance ofD arius,
who w as elec ted King OfPersia by the

casting vote ofhis Horse Though indeed

the merits ofthat elec tion have been since

impeached , not from any alledged illega

lity ofthe vote itself, ifit had been fairly

given butbecause somejockeyship hasbeen
suspected , and the voter, it has been said

,

w as bribed the night before the elec tion !

How ably too w ould you have applied the
case OfCaligula

’

s horse, who was chosen

C onsul ofR om e For ifhe was capable
Ofbeing elec ted (you would have said)
21forrz

'

arz
'

, there could have been no natural
impedimen t to his being an elector ; since
omne mczjur contzhet in re mz

’

m u, and the

trust is certainly greater to fill the first
offices ofthe state, than to have one share
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xxvi DEDICATION .

uéiratio, z
'

éz
’

jm ! and to prove the reason
ofthe thing , how convincingly might you
have d escanted , in an elegant panegyric
on the virtues and abilities ofhorses, from
X anthu s the G recian Conjuring Horse,
whose prophecies are celebrated by HO

mer, d own to the L earned Little Horse
overWestminster B ridge ! with whom you

might have concluded , lamenting that , as

he is not an E lector, the Vestry could not

have the assistance ofone
,
capable of(IO

ing so much more justice to the question
than yourselfI —Pardon m e

, SI R LL OYD ,

that I have thus attempted to follow the

supposed course Ofyou r oratory . I feel it

to be truly in im itable . Ye t such was the

impression made on my m ind by som e of

YOUR HONOUR
’

S late reasonings respec t
ing the Scrutiny, that I could not with

stand the involun tary impulse Ofendea

vouring , for my own improvement
,
to at

tain some faint likeness ofthat wonderful
pertinency and cogency, which I so much

admired in the great original .

How shall the neighing kind thy deeds requite,

GreatY AHOO Champion OftheHOUYHNHNM
’

S right?
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In grateful memory may thy dock
- tail pair,

Unarm
’d convey thee with sure-footed care.

Oh may they , gently pacing o
’
er the stones,

With no rude shock annoy thy batter
’

d bones ,

C rush thy j udicial cauliflow
’

r, and down

Shower the mix
’
d lard and powder o

’
er thy gown ;

O r in unseemly w rinkles c rease that band,

Fair work offairerLA D Y KE NY ON
’

s hand .

NO l— May the pious brutes, with measur
’

d swing,

Assist the friend lv motion ofthe spring,

While golden d reams ofperquisites and fees
Employ thee, slumbering o

’

er thine own decrees.

But when a Statesman in St. Stephen
’
s w alls

Thy Country claims thee, and the Treasury calls,

To p our thy Splendid bile in bitter tide

On hardened sinners who w ith Fox divide,

Then may they, rattling on in jumbling trot,
With rage and j olting make thee doubly hot,

Fire thy Welch blood, enflamed w ith zeal and leeks,

And kindle the red terrors ofthy cheeks,

Till all thy gather
’

d w ra th in furious tit

On R I GB Y bursts— unless he votes w ith PI TT .

I might here , S I R L L OY D , launch into

a new panegyric on the subj ec t of this

concluding couplet . But in this I shall

imitate your m oderation
,
w ho

, for reasons
best know n to you rse lf, have long aban

doued toMr R OL L E
* those loud and re

Mr. Ridgway tells me, he thinks there is something
like these words in one ofthe Reviews, where the ROLL I AD

is; criticised .
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peated calls on notoriou s defaulters, which
will never be forgiven by certain patriots.

Besid es, I consid er your public- spirited be
haviou r in the late E lection and Scrutiny
forWestm inster, as the great monument

ofyour fame to all posterity . I have ,
therefore , dwe lt on this— more especially
as it was immediately connec ted with the

origin Ofthe R OL L IA D -till my d ed ication

has run to such a length, that I cannot

think ofd etaining you r valuable time any

longer un less merely to request YOUR

HONOUR
'

S zealous protec tion ofa work
which m ay be in some sort attributed to

you ,
as its u ltimate cause , which is em

bellished with your portrait, and which

now record s in this add ress , the m ost bril
liant exploit ofyou r political glory .

Choak
’

d by a Roll,
’

tis said , that O TWAY died

O TWAY the Tragic Muse
’

s tender p ride .

Oh l may my ROLLE to me, thu s favour
’

d
, give

A betterfate - that I may eat, and live

I am , YOUR HONOUR
’

S

Most obedien t
,

Most respec tful,
Most devoted

,
humble servan t

,

THE EDITOR .



SHORT ACCOUNT

O F THE FAMI LY O F THE

R OL L O S ,
fl ow R OL L E S ,

FA ITHPULLY E XTR ACTE D FROM THE

RECORDS on THE HERALD
‘

s OFFICE.

JoHN ROLLE , E sq. is descended from
the ancient D uke R OL L O , ofNormandy
ROLLO passed over into B ritain, anno 9 8 3,
Where he soon begat another R OLL O ,

upon
the wife ofa Saxon d rummer . Our young
R OLLO Was distinguished by his gigantic
s tature , and , as w e learn from O D E R ICUS

V ITA L I S,

’

was slain by Hildebrand , the

Danish Champion,
in a fit ofjealousy .

We find in Camden , that the race ofthe

R OL L os fell in to adversity in the reign of

tephen ,
and in the succeeding reign ,

GA SP A R D E ROLL O was an O stler in
D enbighshire .

— But during the unhappy
contests ofYork and Lancaster, William
de Wyrcester, and the continuator ofthe
annals ofC royland , have it , that the ROL

Lo s became Scherifi’es ofD evon . Sch
rfi

'

D evanz
'

emer R OLL Ifurrum
”

—and in



xxx ACCOUNT OF THE ROLLO FAMILY.

another passage , arrestavers D eéiiorer

p lurz
'

me R OL LORUM
”

—hence a doubt in

Fabian, Whe ther this R OLL O was not.

Bailiff, z
'

pre potiur guam Sc/zerg
'

fur. From
this period

,
however, they gradually ad

vanced in circumstances ; R oL L o , in

Henry the VIIIth, being
‘

amerced in 8 00

marks for pilfering two manchetts ofbeef
from the King

’

s buttery, the which, saith

Selden ,facz
'

l/ime pay/aw} .

In 7 th and 8 th ofPhil . and Mar. three
R OLL o s indeed were gibetted for piracy,
and from that d ate the family changed the
final 0 ofthe name into an E . In the

latter annals ofthe RoLL o s now R OLL E S
,

but little ofconsequence is handed down
to us . We have it that T IM OTHY R OL L E

ofPlympton ,
in the 8 th ofQueen

‘

Anne,

endowed three alm s-houses in said town .

JE REM IAH his second son was counted the

fattest man ofhis d ay, and D OROTHE A

R OL LE his third cousin died ofa terrible
dysentery . From this period the ROL L E S
have burst Upon public notice, with such

a blaze ofsplendour, as rend ers all further
accounts ofthis illustrious race entirely
unnecessary .
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2 CRITICISMS ON

and affecting ; in o ther hand s, indeed , it

would not have appeared suffi cien tly poeti
cal, but the technical expressions ofour au

thor convey the id ea in all the blaze ofm e

taphor . The storm at length subsides, and
R OL L O is safely landed on the coast ofSus

sex . His first exploit , like that ofHincas ,

is d eer- stealing . He then sets ou t in the

d isguise ofa Sussex Smuggler, to ob tain
in telligence ofthe country and its inhabi

tants

Wrap t in a close great
-coat, he plods along ;

A seeming Smuggler, to d eceive the throng .

This expedient Ofthe Smuggler
’

s G reat
coat , w e mutt acknowledge , is not quite so
Epic , as the veil ofc loud s , with which Mi
nerva in the O dyssey , and Venus , in the

fEneid , su rround their respec tive heroes . It

is , how ever, infinitely more natu ral, and
’

gains in propriety -

what it loses in subli

mity . Thu s disguised , our adventu rer ar
rives at the Coun try- house ofDam e SH I P

T ON , a lady ofexquisite beau ty, and first
Concubine to the Usurper HA ROL D . Her

likeness (as w e all know) is still preserv
ed at the wax—work in Fleet-street. TO »
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this lady ROL LO discovers himself, and is re

c eived by her in the most hospitable manner .
At supper, he relate s to her, w ith great
modesty, his form er ac tions , and his d esign

ofconquering England ; in which (charm
ed with the grace with which he eats and

tells stories) she promises to assist him , and

they set offtogether for London . In the

third book Dame SH I P T ON , or, as the au

thor styles her, SH I P T ON I A , proposes a

party to the puppet- shew ; on the walk

they are surprised by a shower , and retire
und e r Temple - bar, where Ship tonia forge ts
her fid elity

.

to Harold . We are sorry to ob »

serve , that this incid ent is not sufficiently
poetical ; nor does Shiptonia part with her
chastity in so solemn a manner as Dido in the

fEneid . In the opening ofthe fourth book ,

likewise , w e think our au thor inferior to

Virgil , whom he exac tly copies, and in

some places translates ; he begins in this

manner

But now (for thus it was d ecreed above)
SH I PTON I A falls excessively in love 5

'

In every vein , great ROL Lo
’

s eyes and fame

Light up , and then add fuel to the flame

His words, his beauty, stick within her breast,

Nor do her cares afford her any rest .

B Z
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Here w e think that Virgil
’

s haerent in
fixi pec tore vultus verbaque, is ill trans
lated by the prosaic word stick. We must

confess , however, that from the d espair and
d eath ofShip tonia , to the battle ofHastings,

in which R OLLO kills with his own hand

the Saxon Drumm er , and carries Off his

w ife , the Poem abound s with beau tiful d e
tails , cold - blooded matter offac ts . C ritics
may perhaps Objec t that it appears from the

G ene alogy of the R ollos , Duke R OLL O

came to England m ore than 60 years before
the battle Of Has tings : though the Poet

represents him as the principal h ero in that

m emorable engagem ent . Bu t such d evia
tions from history are among the common

licences ofpoetry . Thus Virgil, for the

sake ofa beau tiful episod e , makes Dido live
in the time offEneas , whereas she lived in
reality 200 years before the Trojan war 5 and

ifauthority more

'

in point he d esired , Mr .

Cumberland w rote a Tragedy, called the

Battle ofHastings , in which there was not

a single event , excep t the d eath ofHarold ,
that had the sligh test foundation in bistori~
cal fac ts, or even probability .

But the sixth book , in which R OL L O , al
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most despairing of succe ss, descend s into a

Night Cellar to consult the illustrious ME R

L IN ou his future d estiny , is a master- piece
ofelegance . In this book, as the Philoso

pher
’

s magic lantern exhibits the charac ters
ofall R oL L O

’

s descendants, and even all .

those who are to ac t on the same stage with

the Marcellus ofthe piece , the present il
lustrious Mr. R OL L E , w e m ean to selec t in

our next number som e ofthe most striking
passages ofthis inexhaustible Magazine of

Poetry l

OUR author , after giving an account

Of‘

sthe Immediate descendants ofR OL L O ,

finds himself consid erably embarrassed by
the three unfortunate R OL L o s

r
‘t
, whom his

tory relates to have been hanged . From
this difficul ty , however, he relieves him self,

by a contrivance equally new and arduous,
viz

”

. by versifying the bill ofindic tment, and

it See the Genealogy, p . xxvii, xxviii.

B 3
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inserting in it a flaw , by which they are

saved from condemnation . But in the trans
ac tions ofthose early times,however digui
fled the phraseology, and enlivened by fancy,
there is little to amaze and less to interest ;
let us hasten , therefore , to those charafiters

abou t whom not to be solicitous, is to want

curiosity, and whom not to admire , is to

want gratitude to those charac ters, in

short, whose splendou r illuminates the pre
sent House OfCommons .

Ofthese , \
our author ’s principal favou rite

appears to be that amiable it young Noble
man, whose Diary w e have all perused with
so much pleasure . Ofhim he says,

Superior to abuse,

He nobly glories in the name ofGO O SE

Such Geese at Rome from the perfidious Gaul

Preserv
’

d the Treas
’

ry
-Bench and Capitol, &c . &e .

In the d escription ofLord MA HON , our

author departs a little from his wonted gray

vity,

— ~This Quixote ofthe Nation,

Beats his ownWindmills in gesticu lation ,

To strife
, not plea se, his u tmost force he bends,

And all his sense is at his fingers ends , 810. See.

it Lord Graham.
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But the most beau tiful effort ofour au a

thor ’s genius (ifwe except only th e cha

rac ter ofMr . R OL L E him self) is contained

in the d escrip tion ofMr . P I T T .

Pert without fire, without experience sage,

Young with more art than SHEL B U RN E glean
’

d from

Too proud from pilfer
’

d greatness to d escend ,

Too humble not to call D UND AS his friend,

In solemn dignity and sullen state,

This new Octavius rises to d ebate !

Mild and more mild he sees each p lacid row

OfCountry Gentlemen with rap ture glow ;

He sees , convuls
’

d with sympathetic throbs,

Apprentice Peers, and d epu ty,

Nabobs

Nor Rum Contractors think his speech too long ,

While word s, like treacle, trickle from his Tongue

0 Soul congenial to the Souls ofRO L L E S !

Whether you tax the luxury ofCoals,

Or vote fome necessary m illions more
,

To feed an Ind ian friend
’

s exhau sted store,

Fain would I praise (ifI like
”

thee could praise)
Thy matchless virtues in congenial lays .

But, Ah ! too weak, &c . Ste .

This apology, however, is like the 72010

epz
’

rcopari ofBishops ; for our author con

tinues his panegyric during abou t one hun
d red and fifty lines more , after which he

proceed s to a task (as he says) more con

genial to his abilities, and paints
B 4
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in smooth confectionary fiyle,

The simpering sad ness ofhis MULGRAVE
’

S smile .

From the charac ter ofthis nobleman we

shall only selec t a part ofone couplet, which
tend s to elucidate our au thor ’s astonishing

pow ers in imitative harmony,

within his lab
’

ring throat

The shrill shriek struggles with the harsh hoarse note .

As w e mean to excite , and not to satisfy
at once the curiosity Ofour read ers, we shall

here pu t a period to our extracts for the pre
sent . We canno t, how ever, conclude this

essay, without observing , that there are very
few lines in the whole work which are at

all inferior to those w e have selected

entertainment ofour readers,

IN proofofthe assurance with which
we conclud ed our last number,
now proceed to give the characte

R I CHA R D H I L L .
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favourite hooks , pecu liarly qualified him to

handle w ith equally pleasantry and ortho~

d oxy . But all our industry to procu re his
pamphle t unfortunately proved ineffec tual .
We never saw more ofit than the title - page,
which we formerly purchased in the lining

of a trunk , at the corner of St . Paul
’

s

Church- yard .

We are conscious, that these introductory
explanations must seem d oubly d ull, to

R ead ers impatient for such exquisite poetry
as the R OL L I A D . They appeared , how ever,
indispensible to the clue understanding ofthe

verses, which w e shall now give without

further preface .

Brother ofROW L AND , or, ifyet more d ear

Sound s thy new title, Cou sin ofa Peer

Scholar Ofvarious learning , good or evil,

A like what God inspir
’

d , or what the D evil ;

Speaker well skill
’

d , what no m an hears , to write

Sleep
-

giving Poet, ofa sleepless night ;

Polemic, Politician , Saint,
~

and Wit,
Now lashing MAD AN , now d efend ing P I TT ;

Thy praise shall live till time itselfbe o
’

er
,

Friend ofKing GE OR G E , tho
’

ofKing JE SU S more !

The solemnity of this opening 18

suited to the dignity ofthe occasion .

heroes OfHomer generally address each
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o ther by an appellative , marking their affi

urry to some illustrious personage . The

G recian poet , it mull he confessed , in such

cases , uses a patronymic , expressive ofthe

genealogy ; as P e/z
'

cler, E milia , L aertz
’

rzder ;

bu t it is not absolutely necessary to observe
this rule — For,

9K‘ M ‘Pherson, a poet with
whom our au thor is m ost likely to be ih

timately acquainted , makes his hero, Fingal,
add ress Ossian by the title of Father of

Oscar . It should seem therefore to be

suffi cient , ifin add res sing a great man, you

particularise any celebrated character ofthe
family who may be supposed to reflect
honour on his connec tions ; and the R eve
rend R OWL A ND H I L L w as certainly the

mol
’
t celebrated ofour worthy Baronet ’s re

lations, before the late creation ofLord
BERW I CK , on which the next line happily
touches .

Our author seems very fond ofMr.

D UNDA S ,

Whose exalted soul

bonds ofvulgar prej udice controul .

unconsciou s in his bold career,

our, which the weak revere ;

Mr. M‘Pherson is said to be one ofthe principal writers

on the side ofthe present administration.
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For, true to public Virtue
’

s patriot plan,

He loves the M ai/fer, and not theMan

Al ike the advocate ofNO RTH and Wit,
The friend ofSH EL B U RNE , and the guide ofPITT .

His ready tongue with sophistries at will,

Can say , unsay , and be consistent still ;

This d ay can censure, and the next retract,

In speech extol, and stigmatize in act ;

Turn and
_

t e-turn ; whole hours at HA S T ING S bawl,

Defend , praise, thank, affront him, and recal .

By opposition, he his King shall court ;

And d amn the People
’

s cau se by his support .

He, like some Angel sent to scourge mankind ,

Shall d e al forth plagues,
-in charity d esign

’

d .

TheWell he would have starv
’

d yet, ever good ,_

Bu t meant to save the effusion ofher blood

And if, from fears ofhis Controul releast

He looses Rapine now , to spoil the East

”
Tis bu t to fire another SYK E S to plan

Some new starvation - scheme for Hindofian

Secure, to make her flourish, as before,

More populous, by losing myriad s more .

Our author here seem s to understand the
famou s starvation - scheme ofMr . D UNDA s ,

as literally d esigned to produce an ac tual fa

mine in America, though undoub ted ly from
the m ost benevolent motives imaginable .

But this is contradicted by a it late w riter,
who appears to be perfec tly conversant
the language and purposes ofour present

Key to Parliamentary Debates, published by D ebrett.
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in power . Starvation ( says he)is not syno ‘

nymous with famine for Mr. Dundas most

certainly could not intend to produce a fa n

mine in America, which is the granary ofthe
West- Indies, and ofa great part ofEurope .

The word Starvation (continues he)was ih
tended by Mr . D undas to express a scheme

ofhis own , by which he m eant to prevent
the Americans from eating when they w ere
hungry, and had food within their reach 3
thereby insuring their reduc tion with

out blood - shed . However, both authors
agree that Mr. D undas proposed to starve
the Am ericans (whatever w as to be the

mode ofdoing it) in mere compassion, to
save them from the horrors ofthroat— cut
ting . How finely too does the Poet trace
the same charitable disposition in the late

measu res ofMr . Dundas and his Colleagues

at the Board ofControul ! Fac tious m en

‘

have said , that the Indian politics of the

new Comm issmners have a direc t tend ency
,

beyond anyformer system , to encourage every
kind ofpeculation and extortion . But what

kind Mr . Dundas would peculiarly wish to

encourage, can admit ofno doub t , from his

known partiality to starving-m any ‘body, but
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himself. And how , indeed , can the pro
~

sperity ofthe East be better consulted , than

by some new starvation - schem e ; such as

was contrived and executed by c ertain hu
mane individuals in the year 1 7 7 0 , with

the most salutary event ! For, notwithstand
ing one - third ofthe inhabitants ofBengal

w ere then swep t away by the famine , the

province , in consequence , is now becom e

more populous than ever . This may a little

disturb all vulgar notions ofcause and effec t ;

but the w riter above-mentioned proves the

fac t , by the testimony ofMajor Scott .

There are many more line s relating to

Mr . D undas . But as this gentleman
’

s cha

racter is so perfec tly understood by the pub
lic , we shall rather select a short catalogue

ofsome among the inferior Ministerial He

roes, who have hitherto been less frequently
d escribed .

D RAKE , whose cold rhetorick freezes in its course,

B ANK S the precise, and fluent W I L B E RFO R CE ,

Wr

ith either PH I P P S , a scribbling , prattling pair !

And VI L L ER S , comely, with the flaxen hair ;

The gentle GR ENV I L L E
’

S ever-grinning Son,

And the d ark brow ofsolemn HAMI LTON .
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These miniatu re s , as we may call them ,

present us with very striking likenesses of

the living originals ; most ofwhom are seen

to

‘

as much advantage in this small size , as

they c ould possibly have been, had they been
taken at full length . How happy is the

allusion to Mr . D R AK E
’

s h w ell— known

speech ; which , in the m etaphor ofour poet,
we m ay style a beautiful, icicle ofthe most

transparent eloquence ! How just too , and

yet how concise , is the d escription ofthe

literary and parliamentary talen ts , so equally
possessed by Brother CHA R L E S and Bro ther
HA R R Y , as Lord Mulgrave affec tionately
calls them We m ust , however, observe,
that in the hl anuscript of the R O L L I A D ,

obligingly communicated to us by the Au
thor , the line appears to have been first
written ,

Resplendent PH I P P S who shines our lesser Bear

the noble head ofthis illustrious family hav
ing been called the G reat Bear . But this

Behold , Sir, another feature of the procrastinating
system . Not fo the Athenian Patriots— Sir, the Romans

— Sir, I have loft the clue ofmy argument— Sir, I will fit
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was corrected probably in consequence of

the Poet having discovered , like Mr. Her

‘

schel , that the splendor which he long attri~

buted to a single constellation , or (ifw e

may d epart a little from critical nicety in our

figure) to a single star, in reality flowed

from the united rays of two . We have
nothing further to add on this passage , only
that the charac ter ofVI L L E R S seem s to be

d rawn after the Nireus ofHomer who, as

the Commentators remark, is celebrated in
the catalogue ofwarriors, for the hand somest

man in the G recian army , and is never men

tioned again through the whole twenty-four
books ofthe Iliad .

NUMBER IV.

A NEW edition (being the nineteenth)
of this universally admired poem having
been recently published , the ingenious au

thor has taken that opportunity to introduce
some new lines on an occasion perfec tly con

genial to his muse , and in the highest degree
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The beauty of the historical allusion to

Prince P rettyman, need not be pointed out to

our readers ; and the presage that the fame

ofthis Royal personage shall be lost and ab

sorbed in the rising reputation ofthe inge

nious divine , is peculiarly happy and well

turned . The celebrated passage ofVirgil,

Tu Marcellus eris

is supposed to have been in the poet ’s recol

lec tion at the moment ofhis conceiving this

passage— not that the

Oh miserande puer l

in the preceding line, is imagined to have
excited any idea . ofMr. Pitt .

Our au thor now pursues his hero to the

pulpit , and there , in imitation ofHomer,
who always takes the Opportunity for giving
aminute descrIptIon ofhisper/2mm, when they
are on the very verge ofentering upon an

engagement , he gives a labou red but animat

ed detail ofthe D oc tor ’s personal manners
and

-

d eportment. Speaking ofthe penetrar
ing countenance for which the Doctor is dis
tinguished , he says,
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ARGU S could boast an hund red eyes,
’

tis true,

The D O CTO R looks an hund red s ways with two

Gimlets thty are, and bore you through and through .

This is a very elegant and classic compli
ment , and shews clearly what a d ecided ad

vantage our R everend Hero possesses over
the celebrated OgbéaAp oBsAog ofantiquity . Ad

d ison is j ustly famous in the literary world ,
for the judgment with which he selec ts and

applies familiar word s to great occasions , as

in the instances

The great, the important d ay

Big with the fate ofCato and ofRome.

The sun grows dim with age, St e . 850 .

This is a very great beauty , for it fares
with ideas, as with individuals ; we are the

more interested in their fate , the better we

are acquainted with them . Bu t how inferior
is Addison in this respec t to our author ?

Gimlets they are, &0 .

There is not such a word in all Cato '

How well- known and domestic the image

How specific and forcible the application
Our au thor proceed s Having described very
accurately the style ofthe Doctor ’s hair

0 2
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d ressing , and devoted ten beautiful lines to
an eu logy upon the brilliant on the little

finger ofhis right hand , ofwhich he em

phatically says

No veal putrescent, no d ead whiting
’

s eye,

In the true water with this ring could vie ;

he breaks out into the following most

spirited and vigorous apostrophe

Oh ! had you seen his lily, lily hand ,

Stroke his spare cheek, and coax his snow-white band

That adding fOrce to all his powers ofspeech,

This the protector ofhis sacred breech ;

That point the way to Heav
’

n
’

s coeleftial grace,

This keep his small
-clothes in their proper place

Oh ! how the comley preacher you had prais
’

d ,

As nowthe right, and now the left he rais
’

d l

Who does not perceive , in this descrip

tion , as ifbefore their eyes, the thin figure
ofemaciated divinity, d ivided between reli

gion and d ecorum ;
‘

anxious to produce some

tru ths, and conceal others at once concern
ed forfundamental point s ofvariou s kinds ;
ever at the horror”. ofthings

— Who does not

see this, and seeing , who d oes not admire?

The notes that accompany this excellentepi-i
sode, contain admirable infiances ofour

'

aui
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thor ’s profound knowledge in all the litera
ture ofour established religion and we are

sorry that our plan will not suffer us to pro
d uce them , as a full and decisive proofthat
his learning is perfeétly on a level with his
genius , and his divinity quite equal to his

poetry .

NUMBER V.

ON Monday last , the twentie th edition of

this incomparable poem m ade its appear
ance : and we may safely venture to predict ,
that , should it be followed by an hund red
more , while the fertile and inexhaustible ge
nius ofthe author continues to enrich every
new edition with new beauties , they will
not fail to run through , with the same rapi
dity that the former have done so universal
is the enthusiasm prevailing among the ge

nuine lovers ofpoetry , and all persons of

acknow ledged taste , with respect to this

wonderful and unparalleled production .

What chiefly distinguishe s this edition,

and renders it peculiarly interesting at the

C 3
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present moment, is the admirable descrip
tion contained in it ofthe newly- appointed
India Board ; in which the charac ters ofthe
m embers composing it are most happily,
though perhaps somewhat severely, contrast
ed with those to whom the same high office

had been allotted by a former administration .

That the feelings ofthe public are in uni

son with those ofour author upon this occa

sion, is suffi cien tly apparent from the fre

quent Panegyrics with which the public
papers have oflate been filled , upon the cha
raé

’
ters ofthese distinguished personages . In

t ruth , the superiority ofour presen t excel
lent administration over their opponents , can
in no instance be more c learly d emonstrated ,
than by a candid examination ofthe compa
rative merits ofthe persons appointed by each
ofthem to presid e in this arduous and im

portant d epartm ent .

Our au thor opens ‘

this comparison by the
following elegant complimen t to the aecom

plished Nobleman whose situation , as Se

cretary ofState , entitles him to a priority of

notice , as the eminence ofhis abilities will
ever ensure him a due superiority Ofweight

in the deliberations ofthe board .
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SYDNEY , whom all the pow
’

rs ofrhetoric grace,

Consistent SYD NEY fills FIT ZW I L L I AM
’

S place ;

0 , had by nature bu t proportion
’

d been

His streng th ofgeniu s to his length ofchin ,

His mighty mind in some prod igious plan

A t once with ease had reach
’

d to Indostan !

The idea conveyed in these lines, ofthe

possibility ofa feature in the human face ex

tending to so prodigious a distance as the

East- Indies, has been obj ected to as som e

what hyperbolical . But those who are w ell

acquainted with the person as w ell as the

character ofthe noble lord allud ed to, and

who are unquestionably the beft judges of

the exfent ofthe compliment , will certain ly
be ofa different Op l Il lOIl . Neither indeed is
the obj ec tion founded in truth , but must

have arisen m erely from the passage not haV

ing been properly understood . It by no

m eans supposes his Lord ship to have literally
a chin ofsuch preposterous dimensions, as

must be imagined for the purpose ofreach
ing to the East

- Indies bu t figuratively speak
ing , .Only purports, that , ifhis Lord ship

’

s

mental faculties are co- extensive' with that

distinguished feature ofhis face , they may

readily embrace , and be compe tent to the

consideration of the most distant obj ects .
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The meaning ofthe author is so obvious ,
that this cavil probably originated in wilful

misapprehension , with a view ofd e trac ting
from the m erit ofone ofthe most beautiful
passages in the whole poem .

What reader can refuse his admiration to

the following lines , in which the leading

featu res of the charac ters are so j ustly ,
strongly , and at the same time so concisely
d elineated ?

Acute observ ers , who with skilful ken

D escry the charac ters ofpublic men ,

Rejoice that pow
’

r and patronage shou ld pass

Fromjoééz
’

ng MONT AGU E to pzzreD UND A s ;

Exchange With pleasu re, ELL I OT , LEw
’

SH AM , NO R TH ,

ForMU L G R AVE
’

S tried integrity and worth ;

And all must own , that worth completely tried ,

By turns experienc
’

d upon every sid e .

How happy is the s elec tion ofepithets
'

in

these lines l How forc ibly d escriptive ofthe

charac ter to which they are applied ! In the

same strain he proceeds

Whate’er experience GR EG ORY might boast,
Say, is not WAL S I NGHAM himselfa host ?

His grateful countrymen
, with joyful eyes,

From SACKV I LL E
’

S ashes see this Phoenix rise

Perhaps with all his master
’

s talents blest,

To save the East as he subdu
’

d theWest .
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in the d escription ofthe principal person of

the board , the author has exerted the whole
force ofhis genius, and he will not find his

expectations d isappointed ; he has reserved
him for the last, and has j udiciously evaded
disgracing him by a comparison with any

other, upon the principle , no doub t , quoted
from Mr . Theobald , by that excellent critic ,
Martinus Scriblerus

None but himselfcan be his parallel .

D OU B L E FAL S EHOOD .

As he has d rawn this charac ter at consi

d erable length, w e shall content ourselves
with selecting some few ofthe most striking
passages, whatever may be the difficulty of

selecting where almost the whole is equally
beau tiful . The grandeu r ofthe opening pre

pares the mind for the sublime sensations

suitable to the dignity ofa subj ect so ex

alted

Above the rest, maj estically great,
Behold the infant Atlas ofthe state,

The matchless miracle ofmod ern days ,

In whom Britannia to the world displays

A sigh t to make surrounding nations stare ;

A kingdom trusted to a school-boy
’

s care .
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It is to be observed to the c redit ofour

author, that , although his political principles
are unquestionably favourable to the present
happy governmen t , he does not scruple , with
that boldness which ever ’ characterises real
genius , to animadvert with freedom on per

sons ofthe m ost elevated rank and station

and he has accordingly interspersed his com
m endations ofour favourite young Minister
with much excellent and reasonable counsel,
fore -warning him ofthe dangers to which
he is by his situation exposed . After having
m entioned his introduc tion in to public life ,
and concurred in that admirable panegyric
ofhis immaculate virtues, made in the House

ofCommons by a noble Lord already cele
brated in the poem , upon which he has the
following observation

As MULG RAVE , who so fit

To chaunt the praises ofingenious P ITT
?

The nymph unhackney
’

d and unknown abroad ,

Is thus commended by the hackney
’

d bawd .

The dupe enraptur
’

d , views herfancied charms,

And clasps the maid en mischiefto his arms,

Till dire disease reveals the tru th too late

0 grant my country, Heav
’

n, a mild er fate !

he attend s him to the high and distin

guished station he now so ably fills, and , in a
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nervous strain ofmanly eloquence , d escribes
the defec ts ofcharacter and conduc t to which
his Situation , and the m eans by which he
came to it , render him peculiarly liable . The

Spirit ofthe following lines is remarkable

Oft in one bosom may be found allied ,

Excess ofmeanness
,
and excess ofp rid e

Oft may the Statesman , in St . Stephen
’

s brav e ,

Sink in St . James
'

s to an abj ect slave ;
Erect and proud at Westminster, may fall

Prostrate and pitiful at Lead enhall ;

In word a giant, though a dwarfin d eed ,

Be led by others wh ile he seem s to lead .

He afterward s w ith great force desc ribes
the lam entable state ofhumilia tion intowhich

he may fall from his present pinnacle of

greatness, by too great a sub serviency to

those from whom he has d erived it , and ap

peals to his pride in the follow ing beau tiful
exc lamation

Shall CHATHAM
'

S offspring basely beg support,

Now from the Ind ia , now St . James
’

s court ;

With pow
’

r admiring Senates to bewitch

Now kiss a Monarch
’

s— now a Merchant s breech ;

i

And prove a pupil ofSt . Omer
’

s school,

Ofeither K IN SON, AT . or JEN . the tool ?

”

Though cold and cau tious c riticism may

perhaps stare at the boldness ofthe conclud
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ing line, we will venture to pronounce it the
mofl: m asterly stroke ofthe sub lime to be

m et with in this , or any other poem . It may

be j ustly said , as Mr. Pope has so
‘

happily
expressed it

To snatch a grace beyond the reach ofart .
E S S AY ON CR IT I C I SM .

As w e d espair ofoffering any thing equal
to this lofty flight ofgenius to the reader of
true taste, w e {hall conclude with recom

m ending to him the immediate perusal of

the whole poem ; and , in the name ofan ad

miring public , returning our heart -felt thanks
to the wonderful author ofthis invaluable
work .

IN our two last numbe rs we were happy
to give our readers the earliest relish ofthose

additional beauties, with which the nine ;

teenth and twentieth impressions ofthe R OL~

I.
‘

I A D are enriched . And these interpolations
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we doubt no t have been sufficiently admired
for their intrinsic merit , even in their d e
tached state , as w e gave them . But what

superior satisfaction must they have afforded
to those who have read them in their proper
places ! They are parts ofa whole , and as

such wonderfully improve the effect ofthe

general design , by an agreeable interruption
ofprosaic regularity .

This may appear to some but a paradoxi

cal kind ofimprovement , which is subver

sive oford er . It must be remembered , how
ever, that the descent ofR OL L o to the night

cellar was undoubted ly suggested by the

d escent offEneas to hell in the Sixth Book
ofVirgil ; and every classical Critic knows
what a noble contempt oforder the Roman

Poet studiously displays in the review ofhis

countrymen . From Romu lus he j umps at

once to Augustus ; gets back how he can to

Numa goes straight forward to Brutus ;
takes a short run to Camillus makes a long

stride to Julius Ca sar and Pompey from
Cato retreats again to the G racchi and the

Scipios and at last arrives in a
‘ beautiful

zig
-zag at Marcellus, with whom he con
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eludes . And this must be right, because it
is in Virgil .
A similar confusion , therefore , has now

been judiciously introduced by our Author
in the Sixth Book ofthe R OL L I A D . He

first singles out some ofthe great statesmen

ofthe present age ; then carries us to church ,

to hear Dr . Prettyman preach before the

Speaker and the pew s ; and next shows u s all
that Mr . D UNDA S m eans to let the public
know ofthe new India Board - that is to

say, the Members ofwhom it is composed .

He now proceed s , where a du ll genius

would probably have begun , with an accu

rate d escription ofthe House ofCommons,

preparatory to the exhibition ofMr. R OL L E ,

and some other ofour political heroes, on

that theatre oftheir glory . Maps ofthe

country round Troy have been d rawn from
the Iliad ; and we doubt not , that a plan of

St . Stephen’

s might now be d elineated with

the u tmost accuracy from the R OLL I A D .

Merlin first ushers Duke R oL L o into the

LOB B Y : marks the situation ofthe two en

trances one in the front, the other commu

nicating laterally with the Court ofR e
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quests and points ou t the topography ofthe
fire—place and the box,

in which

Sits PEAR S ON , like a pagod in his niche ;

The Gomgom PE A R S ON , whose sonorou s lungs

With Silence ! ROOm there 1
”
d rown an hund red tongues .

This passage is in the very Sp l l
‘

l t ofpro

phecy, which d eligh ts to represen t things in
the most lively manner We not only see ,

bu t hear Pearson in the execu tion ofhis

office . The language , too , is truly prophetic ;
unintelligible , perhaps, to those to . whom it

is add ressed, bu t perfec tly clear, full, and

forcible to those who live in the tim e ofthe

ac complishm ent . D uke R OL L O m ight rea

sonably be supposed to stare at the barbarou s
word s P agod and Gomgom but w e ,

who know one to signify an Indian Idol, and

the o ther an Indian Instrum ent ofmusic ,

perceive at once the peculiar propriety w ith
which such images are applied to an officer
ofa House ofCommon s so completely In,

dian as the present . A w riter ofless judg
m ent w ould have contented him se lfwith

comparing Pearson simply to a

Statue in his nich m
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Till, full ofclaret, d own with wild uproar

You reel, and , stretch
’

d along the gallery, snore .

From this the poe t naturally slides into a

general cau tion against the vice ofd runken
ness , which he m ore particu larly enforces ,
by the ins tance ofMr . P I T T

’

s late peril ,
from the farm er at Wand sworth .

Ah think , what d anger on d ebauch attend s

L e t P I TT , once d runk , p reach temp
’

rance to his friends

How ,
as he wand er

’

d d arkling o
'

er the plain ,

His reason d rown
’

d in J ENK I NS O N ’

S champaigne,

A rustic
’

s hand , bu t righteou s fate withstood ,

Had shed a Premier
’

s for a robber
’

s blood .

We have been thu s minu te in tracing the

t ransitions in this inim itable passage , as they
d isplay , in a superior d egree , the wond erful
skill ofour poet , who could thus bring to

gether an orange -

girl , and the present pure
and immaculate Minister ; a connec tion,

which , it is more than probable , few ofour

readers would in any wise have suspected .

Exfumo d are lucem

Cogitat, u t speciosa d ebino miracula promat .

From the Lobby we are next led into the

several committee- room s and o ther ofiices

adj oining ; and among the rest, ME R L IN,
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like a noble Lord , whose diary was some

tim e since printed , takes occasion to in

spec t the water- c losets,

Where Offerings, worthy ofthose altars, lie,

Speech, letter, narrative, remark , reply ;

With d ead -born taxes, innocent ofill,

With cancell
’

d clauses ofthe Ind ia bill

There piou s NO RTH COTE
’

S m eek rebukes , and here

The labou r
’

d nothings ofthe SCR UT I N E E R

And reams on ream s oftracts, that, without pain ,

Incessant spring from Sc oTT
’

s prolific brain .

Y et wherefore to this age should names be known,

Bu t heard , and then forgotten in their own ?

Turn then, my son, &c . &c .

This passage will probably surprise many
ofour readers , who mu st have discovered
our au thor to be , as every good and wise man

must be , firm ly attached to the present sys

tem . It w as natural for D ante to send his

enemies to hell ; but it seem s strange that

our poet should place the w ritings ofhis own

friend s and fellow labourers in a water- c loset .

It has indeed been hinted to u s , that it m ight

arise from envy , to find some ofthem better
reward ed for their exertions in the cause , than
him self. Bu t though great mind s have som e

times been subj ec t to this passion , we cannot

suppose it to have influenced the au thor of

D 2
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the R OLL IA D in the present instance For

in that case w e doubt not he would have
shewn mor’e tend erness to his fellow- suf

ferer, the unfortunate Mr . NOR T HCOT E ,

who , after sacrificing his tim e , d egrading
his profession , and hazarding his ears twice ,

or thrice every w eek , for these two or three
years past, has at length confessed his pa

triotism w eary ofemploying his talents for

the good ofhis coun try , w ithou t receiving
the reward ofhis labou rs . To confess the

tru th , we ou rselves think the apparen t sin

gularity Ofthe poet ’s conduc t on this occa

sion ,
may be readily asc ribed to that ind e

pendence ofsuperior genius , which w e no

ticed in our last number . We there remark
ed , w ith what becom ing feeedom he Spoke
to the Minister him self; and in the passage
now before u s , w e m ay find traces ofthe

same Spirit , in the allusions to the coal -tax ,

gauze
- tax, and ribbon- tax, as w ell as the

unexampled alterations and correc tions ofth e.

celebrate d India- bill . Why then should it

appear extraordinary , that he should take the
same liberty w ith two or three brother- aura
thors , which he had before taken with thein
master ; and withou t sc ruple in timate , what
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he and every one else must think oftheir
produc tions, notwithstanding he may possess
all possible charity for the good

.

intention of

their endeavours
We cannot dismiss these c riticism s , with

out observing on the concluding lines how

happily our author , here again , as before,
by the mention ofShiptonia , contrives to
recal our attention to the personages more
imm ediately before u s , ME R L IN and D UK E

R OL LO l

WE com e now to the Sanctum Sancfomm
'

,

the Holy ofHolies , where the glory ofpoli
tical integrity shines visibly, since the shrine
has been purified from Lord J . CA VE N

D I SH , Mr . FOL JA M B E , Sir C . BUNB UR Y ,

Mr . COK E , Mr . BA K E R , Major HA R T L E Y ,

and the rest ofits pollution s . To d rop our

metaphor , after making a minute survey of

the Lobby, peeping into the Eating
- room ,

and inspec ting the Water- close ts , w e are at

length admitted into the House itself. The

D 3
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t ransition here is peculiarly grand and so

lemn . M E R L IN , having correc ted him self

for w asting so much time on insignificant

Obj ec ts,

(Yet wherefore to this age should names be known,

But heard , and then forgotten in their own

imm ediately direc ts the attention ofR ollo to

the doors ofthe house , which are represented
in the vision , as Opening at that m om en t to

gratify the hero
’

s curiosity ; then the prophet
suddenly cries ou t, in the language ofancient

R eligion ,

Procul , 6 procul este profanil

Turn then, my son, where to thy hallow
’

d eye

Yon d oors unfold— Let none profane be nigh

It seem s as ifthe poet , in the preceding
d escriptions, had pu rposely stooped to amuse

him selfwith the Gomgom Pearson, Hucste

ria, Major Scott, Mr . No rthcote , and the '

R everend author ofthe Sc ru tineer, that he

might rise again with the more striking dig
nity on this great occasion .

ME RLI N now lead s ROL LO to the centre
ofthe House,
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Conventus trahit in med ios, turbamque sonantem .

He points ou t to him the galleryfor strangers
to sit in ,

and members to sleep in ; the bar
below , and the clock above . Ofthe clock

he Observes ,

When this shalt point, the hour Ofquestion come,

Mutes shall find voice, and Orators be dumb .

This , ifin lengthen
’

d parle the night they pass,

Shall furnish still his Opening to D UND A S

To P ITT , when hear-him s
”
flag, shall oft supply

The chear- trap trick ofstale apology ;

And , strange to tell ! in Nature
’

s spite, provoke

Hot A RD E N once to blunder at a j oke .

The beau ty ofthese lines will be instantly
perceived by all who have witnessed the d e
bates ; as they cannot bu t have remarked ,
how perpetually the [are [sour ofnight

”

occupies the exordiums ofMr . D UND A S ,

after eleven O
’

clock and how frequently it
is introduced byMr . P I T T as a hint, forwhat

is called chee ring , whenever his argum ents

and invec tives are received by his young
friend s with the unparliam entary compliment

ofsac red silence The miracle Ofa j es t from
Mr . AR D E N , happened on the occasion of

som e R esolutions having passed between the

h ours offix and fi ve” in the morning ; for
D 4
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which reason the Attorney- G eneral face
tiously con tended , that they were entitled to

no respect , as the house was then at fixer

and fi vem .

”
Any approximation to wit in

d ebate, being perfec tly unu sual with this gen
tleman , how ever entertaining hisfriend s may

think him in private , our author very pro
perly distinguishes this m emorable at temp t
by the same kind ofadmiration , with which

poets comm only m ention som e great prodigy
—as for instance , ofa cow

’

s speaking

pecudesque locutae

Infandum

We hope none ofour read ers w ill at tribu te
to us the most distant intention ofany InVI

dions comparison .

The table , m ace , Occ . are next d escribed ,
bu t these we shall pass over in silence , that

w e m ay get
— where most who enter the

Hou se ofComm ons W ISh to ge t
— to the

TR E A SUR Y - BE NCH ,

"

Where sit the gowned clerks, by ancient rule,

This on a chair, and that upon a s tool

Where stand s the w ell-pil
’

d table, cloth
’

d in green

There on the left the TR E ASU RY - B ENCH is seen .

NO sattin covering d ecks the
’

unsightly board s

No velvet cushion hold s the you thful lord s
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seasonable reliefto the mind s ofour readers ,
to be inform ed , that Mr. P I T T (as it has

been said in some ofthe daily papers) m eans

to propose , for one article ofhis Parliam en

tary R eform , to cover the seats in general

w ith crim son sattin , and to decorate the

Treasury- bench , in particular, w ith cushions

ofc rim son velvet one ofit extraordinary di
m ensions being to be appropriated to Mr .

W . G R E NVI L L E .

The epithet z
‘

end
’
er in the last line w e

w ere at first . disposed to consid er as merely
synonymous with youthful .

”
Bu t a friend ,

to whom we repeated the passage , su spected
that the word might hear som e more empha

tical sense and this conj ecture indeed seem s

to be e stablished beyond doub t , by the ori

ginal reading in the manuscript , which , as we

before said , has been communicated to u s,

Alas that flesh, so late by pedan ts scarr
’

d ,

Sore from the rod
,
shou ld suffer seats so hard .

We give these verses, not as admitting any

comparison with the text , as it now stand s,

For a d escription ofthis young gentleman
’

s person, from

tap to hotzom, see No . V .
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bu t m erely by way ofcommentary, to illus~
trate the poe t ’s m eaning .

From the Treasury - bench , w e ascend one

s tep to the IND I A -BE NCH .

There too, in place advanc
’

d
,
as in command ,

Above the beard less rulers Ofthe land ,

On a bare bench, alas exalted sit,

The pillars ofPrerogative and P I TT ;

D elights ofA sia, ornamen ts ofm en ,

Thy Sovereign
’

s Sovereigns, happy Hindostan .

The movem ent ofthese lines is, as the sub

ject required , m ore elevated than that ofthe

preceding : yet the prevailing sen tim ent ex

cited by the d escription ofthe Treasury
bench , is artfully touched by our author, as

he passes, in the Hemistich ,

On a bare bench, alas

which is a beau tiful imitation ofVirgil
’

s

Ah filice in nudzi

The pompous titles so liberally bestowed

on the BE NG A L SQ IA D , as the [mum/[err hz
’

re

hugs ofopposition affect to call them , are

truly in the Oriental taste and we doubt not ,
but every friend to the present happy govern
ment, will readily agree in the j ustice ofsti
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ling them pillars ofprerogative and Pitt,

d elights ofAsia, and ornament s ofman .

”

Neither, we are assured , can any man ofany
party Object to the last oftheir high dignities,
Sovereigns of the Sovereign of India ;

”

fince the Company ’

s w ell- known sale of

Shah Allum to his own Vifier, is an indis

putable proofOftheir supremacy over the
G reat Mogul .

As our author has been form erly accused of
plagiarism , w e mu st here in candou r confess,
that he seem s, in his descrip tion Ofthe India

bench , to have had an eye to Milton
’

s ac

count Ofthe devil ’s throne ; which , how

ever, we are told , much exceeded the pos ~

sible splendour Of any India- bench , or

even the magnificence ofMr . Hastings him

self

High ou a throne ofroyal state, which far

Outshone the wealth ofOrmus, or OfInd

Or where the gorgeou s East, with lavish hand ,

Show
’

rs on her King , barbaric pearl and gold ;

Satan exa ltedfizte

This concluding phrase , Our read ers will
Observe , is exac tly and literally Copied by our

author . It is
‘

also worthy ofremark , that as

he calls the Bengal squad ,
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The Pillars ofPrerogative and Pitt,

So Milton calls Beelzebub ,

A P illa r ofState

Though , it is certain, that the expression
here quoted m ay equally have been suggested

by one ofthe Persian titles at
, said to be en

The following is copied from the Morning Chronicle of

October 5, 1 7 84 .

Mr. HASTINGS
’

S PE R S I AN TITL E S, a : eng ra ved upon a Sea l.

A True fl u ff/lotion.

Nabob Governor-General Hastings , Sauh,

Pillar ofthe Empire,

The fortunate in War, Hero,

The most princely offspring Ofthe Loins,

Ofthe King Ofthe Universe,

The Defénd er ofthe Mahomed an Faith,

And A sylum ofthe World , Ste . 8 m. Sec . Et c .

Transla tion ofa P er/[cm Inscription engrav er: 071 a la rge fineRuhr,

h ing the tztler either gz
cven to or ojizmca

’ h} Mrs . HA ST I NGS .

Royal and Imperial Governess,

The elegance ofthe age,

The mofi exalted Bilkiss,

The Z obaid e ofthe Palaces ,

The most heroic Princess ,

Ruby Marian Hastings , Sauby, 850. St e .

N . B . With the Mussulmans , Bu
’hifi fignifies the person

called in the Bible History the Queen of‘ Sheba and Zohaz
‘

d e

was a favourite wife ofMahomed ; and when they wish to pay

the higheft compliments to a lady, they compare her to Bilkiss

and Zobaide, who possessed the mofi exalted beauty, and per

fection ofevery kind .
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graved on a seal OfM r . Hastings, where w e

find the Governor General styled , P illar of

the Empire . But we shall leave it to our

read ers to d etermine , as they may think pro

per, on the most probable sou rc e ofthe m e

taphor, whether it w ere in reality d erived
from Beelzebub or Mr . Hastings .

FROM the above general complimen t to

the India- bench , the poet , in the person of

M erlin ,
breaks out into the following animat ~

ed apostrophe to some ofthe principal among

our Leadenhall— street Governors

All hail ! ye virtuou s patriots withou t blot,

The minor KI N SON and the m aj or SCOTT
And thou ofnam e uncou th to British ear

,

From Norman smugglers sprung, L E M E SU R I E R ;

Hail SM ITH S ; and WR AXALL, unabash
’

d to talk
,

Tho
’

none will listen ; hail too, CAL L and PALK

Thou , B ARW E L , j u st and good , whose honour
’

d name,

Wid e, as the Ganges rolls, Shall live in fame,

Second to H A ST I NG S : and, VAN S ITTART, thou,

A second HAST I NG S, ifthe Fates allow .
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The bold , but truly poetical apocope , by
which theMe ssrs . At - kinson andJen - kin son ,

are called the two kinsons , is already familiar
to the public . The minor Kin son ,

or Kin

son the less , is obviously Mr . A tkinson

Mr. Jenkinson being confe ssed ly greater than
Mr. A tkinson , or any other m an , except
ONE , in the kingdom

" The antithesis ofthe

Maj or Scott to the minor liinson , seem s to

ascertain the sense ofthe w ord Major, as

fignifying in this place the greater it m igh t

m ean also the elder or it might equally re

fer to the m ilitary rank ofthe gen tlem an in

tended . This is a beau tiful example ofthe

figure so much admired by the ancients un a

d er the nam e ofthe Paronomasia , or Pun .

They who recollec t the light in which our

author before represented Maj or Scott, as a

pamphleteer, fit only to furnish a water
c loset , m ay possibly wonder to find him here
mentioned as T H E G R E A T E R SCOT T ; bu t

whatever may be his literary talents , he mu st

be acknowledged to be truly great , and

worthy ofthe conspicuous place here as

signed him ,
ifwe consid er him in his capa

city ofagent to Mr. Hastings, and ofconse

quence chiefmanager ofthe Bengal Squad ;
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and it must be remembered , that this is the

charac ter in which he is here introduced .

The circum stance ofMr . Le Mesurier
’

s ori

gin from Norman Smugglers, has been erro
neou sly supposed by som e c ritics to be d e

signed for a reproach ; bu t they could not

possibly have fallen into this mistaste , if

they had for a mom ent reflec ted that it is

add ressed by M E R L IN to R OL L o , who w as

him self no more than a Norman pirate .

Smuggling and piracy in heroic tim es w ere
not only esteemed not infamous , bu t abso

lu tely honourable . The Smiths , Call and

Palk ofour poet , resemble the

Alcand rumque, Haliumque, Noemonaque, Prytanimque,

ofHomer and Virgil ; who in troduce those.

gallant warriors for the sake ofa smooth

verse , and dispatch them at a s troke without
the d istinction ofa single epithe t . Our poe t
too has more professed ly imitated Virgil in
the lines respec ting Mr. Vanfittart, now a

candidate to succeed Mr . Hastings .

And , VAN S ITTART , thou

A second HA ST I NG S , ifthe fates allow .

Si quafata aspera tumpas,

Tu Marcellus eris
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but by ereCting for the accommodation ofthe

Léa
‘

denhall v
’

vorthies , the ivory bed , which
Was lately presented to herMajesty by Mrs .

0 that for you, in Oriental state,

A t ease reclin
’

d to watch the long debate,

Beneath the gallery
’

s pillar
’

d height were Spread

(With the QU EEN
’

S leave) yourWA R R EN
’

s ivory bed !

The pannels ofthe gallery too, over the
canopy ofthe bed , are to be ornamented with

suitable paintings .

Above, in colours warm with r
’

nimic life,

The German hu sband ofyourWAR R EN
’

S wife

His rival d eed s should blazon 5 and display,

In his blest rule, the glories ofyour sway .

What singular propriety, what striking
beauty must the reader oftaste immediately
perceive in this choice ofa painter to execu

the author ’s d esign ! It cannot be d

but Mrs . Hastings Would exert all
private and all Major Scott ’s public infiuenc
with ev ery bran ch ofthe Legislature , to o b
tain so illustrious a job for the m an to whos

affection , or to whose want ofaffec tion,

owes her present fortunes . The name

this artist is Imhofi"; but though h e was 0
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honoured with Royal Patronage, he is now

best remembered from the circumstance by
which our author has d istinguished him, of.

his form er relation to Mrs . Hastings .

Then follow the subj ec ts ofthe paintings,
which are selec ted with the usual judgment

ofour poet .

Here might the tribes ofROH I L CUND expire,

And quench with blood their towns, that sink in fire

The B EGuMS there, ofpow
’

r, ofwealth forlorn,

With female cries their hapless fortune mourn.

Here, hard ly resen
’

d from his guard , CHEYT S ING

Aghast should fly 5 there NUND COMAR should swing ;

Happy for him ifhe had borne to see

His country beggar
’

d ofthe last rupee ;

Nor call
’

d those
~

laws, 0 HAST ING S , on thy head ,
Which, mock

’

d by thee, thy slaves alone should d read .

These stories, we presume , are too public
to require any explanation . But ifour readers
should wish. to be more particularly acquaint
ed with them , they will find them 1n the

as Ad ventures ofRobinson Crusoe , c ,ommpn ly

called the R eports ofthe Select and Secret
Committees, with Appendixes ofLetters,
Minutes, and Narratives written by Mr.

Hastings himself. O r they may consult the

We have the highest law authority for this title 5 as well

~
sits for calling Mr. Hastings Alexander the Great.

E 2



5 2 CRITICISMS ON

History ofAlexand er the G reat , contained in
Major John Scott ’s narrative ofthe admini~

s tration ofMr. Hastings . Though we would

rather refer them to the latter work , as in our

opinion it is one ofthe most satisfactory d e
fences ever published and proves to de

monstration, that Mr. Hastings never com

mitted a single act ofinjustice or cruelty , but
he constantly ob tained forty or fifty lacks for
the Company or himselfa — That an enquiry
into past abuses is an impolitic ord er ; be
cause much valuable time must be lost,

and much o
'

dium incu rred by the attempt
and therefore Mr. Hastings ofcourse ought

not to have been censured at all, unless he

had been censured éefare he had done any

thing to d eserve it— That it was right for
Mr. Hastings to keep up the good old cus

tom ofreceiving presents, in defiance ofa

positive law because his predecessors had re
ceived as large sum s when they were autho

rized by custom , and not prohibited by any

law -That Mr . Hastings was justified in

disobeying the orders ofthe Direc tors, be
cause he could no otherwise have convinced
the Country Pow ers ofhis superiority over
his Masters

,
which was, and is, absolutely
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necessary-“ that, though it may be question
ed ifNundcomar was legally condemned , it

was proper to execute him , in order to shew

the justice and impartiality ofthe Judges in
hanging the natives, whom they were sent

especially to protect -That a Treaty of

Peace between two nations is ofno force , if
you can get one ofthe individuals who oth

cially signed it, to consent to the infraction
ofit - together with many other positions,
equally j ust and novel, both in Ethics and

Politics .

But to return to our Poet . ME R L I N now

d rops his apostrophe , and eulogizes the India
bench in the third person for the blessings
ofTea and the Commu tation Tax. The fol

lowing passage will shew our author to be ,
probably, a much better G rocer than Mr.

Pitt and perhaps little inferior to the Tea

Purchaser ’s Guide .

What tongue can tell the various kind ofTea

OfBlacks and Greens, ofHyson and Bohea

With Single, Congou, Pekoe, and Souchong

Couslip the fragrant, Gun
-

powder the strong ;

And more, al l heathenish alike in name,

Ofhumbler some, and some ofnoblerfame .

Th e prophet then compares the break
E 3
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fast
‘

s ofhis own tim es with thbse ofours :
attributes to the former the intractable spirit
ofthat age ; and from the latter . fervently
prays , like a loyal subj ect, for the perfec t
accomplishment oftheir natural effects ; that
they may relax the nerves ofEnglishm en

into a proper state ofsubmission to the su s

perior p
'

ov
'

vers . We shall insert the lines at

length .

On mighty beef, bed ew
’

d with potent ale,

Our Saxons, rous
’

d at eaily d awn , regale ;
And hence a sturdy, bold , rebellious race,

S trengt h in the fram e
, and spirit in the face,

All sacred right ofSovereign Power d efy,

Eor Freedom conquer, or for Freedom d ie .

Not so their sons, ofmanners more
-

polite

How would they sic
‘

ken at the very sight !

O
’

er Chocolate
’

s rich froth, o
’

er Coffee
’

s fume
,

Or Tea
’

s hot tide their noons shall they consume.

Bu t c
’
hief

,
all sexes, evefi rank and ‘

age,

Scand al and Tea, more gratefu l, shall engage ;

In gild ed roofs, beside fome hedge in none,

On polish
’

d tables, or the casual s tone .

Be B loonzfed uc
’

d ana‘P ITT no more a foe,

Ev
’

n P ITT,
‘

the favourite of'

th
"

e fair shall grow

Be but Mundangas cheap 3 on light and
’

air

New burtliens gladly shall our peasants bear,

And boil their
'

p
'

éaceful kettles, 1gentle
Isouls

Contented -if‘no
'

ta
'

x be
'

la
‘

id "
on coals .

Aid then, kind Providence, yon
’

generous bench,

ith copioii
'

s ilraughts the thirsty i’ealm to d rench ;
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And oh ! -thy equal aid let PR ESTON find,

With many
-sweet and mouldyfresb combin

'
d ,

TOpalsy halfour isles
’

till wan ,
and weak,

‘

Each nerve un strung , and blood less every cheek,

Head answering head , and nodd ling thro
’

the firect,

The d estin
’

d change ofBritons is complete 5

Things withou t will, like India
’

s feeble brood ,

Or China
’

s shaking Mandarins Of‘

wood .

30 may the Crown in native lustreihine,

And British Kings re
-sume their right d ivine.

We have been thu s prolix in giving the

whole ofthis quotation , as w e think it glances

very fi nely a t the true policy, wh y it is ex

p edient to encourage the universal consump
tion Ofan article, which som e fac tions people
have called a pernicious luxury . A nd our

readers, we are persuaded ; w ill agree with

us, when we decided ly p ronounce this as

good a d efence ofthe Commutation Tax, as

We have yet feen .

We mu st
”

Observe howeve r that our au

thor is probably indebted to the extensive 1n

formation ofLord Sydney, for the hint Of

the following couplet :

In gilded roofs, beside Tome hedgein none,

Qn'

polish
’

d tables, or the
'

casual stone.

The Tea-dealers assure us , that Mr. PRE STON
’

S sw eat and
3

7 7 577 Teas containa great part Oft he musgy and moulq
’
y cheats,
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The Secretary ofState in the discussion of

the abovementioned tax, very ably calculat
ed the great quantity oftea consumed under
hedges by vagrants, who have no houses ;

from which he most ingeniously argued to

the justice and equity Oflaying the impost on
persons who have houses , whether they con
sume it or not .

i

We shall conclude this number, as the

Poet concludes the subj ec t , with some ani

mated verses on Mr. Fox and Mr. P I T T .

Crown the froth
’

d Porter, slay the fatted Ox,

And give the British meal to British Fox,

But for an Indian minister more fit,

Ten cups ofpurest Padrae pour for P ITT ,

Pure as himself; add sugar too and cream,

Sweet as his temper, bland as flows the stream
Ofhis smooth eloquence ; then crisply nice

The muffin toast, or bread and butter slice,

Thin as his arguments, that mock the mind ,

Gone, ere you taste,
—no relish left behind .

Where beauteou s Brighton overlooks the sea,

These be his joys and STEE LE Shall make the _Tea. ,

How neat how delicate and how unex.

pected is the allusion in the last couplet !
These two lines alone include the substance
OfjWhOle columns, In the ministerial papers
oflast summer, on the sober, the chaste, the
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Alderman.Boyd ell
'

s printshop , in Cheapside,
p rice twelve pound s twelve shillings each .

An anecdote reflec ting so much honour upon
one ofthe favourite characters Ofour author,
could not pass . u nnoticed in the fR OL L I A D

and accordingly , 111 ! his last edition, w e find

the following complimentary lines upon the

Ifright the Bard , whose numbers sweetly flow ,

That all our knowledge
, is ou rselves to know ;

A sage like GR AHAM, can the world produce,

Who in full senate call
’

d himselfa goose ?

The
’

admiring Commons, from thehigh—born youth ,
With wond er heard th is undispu ted tru th ;

Exulting Glasgow claim
’

d him for her own,

And plac
’

d the prod igy on Learning
’

s throne.

-He then a llud es to the magnificent preseil t

a bovem entioned , and concludes in t hat hap;

-py
“vein ofalliterative excellence, for which

he is so ju stly admired

With gorgeou s gifts
3from gen

’

rou s GRAHAM grac
’

d ,
'

G reat
~Glasgow grows the granary

‘

Oftaste .

Our readers . .will
‘ doubtless recollec t, that

;tll is is not the
xfirs t ltribuj

te ofa pplause paid
4 0

“

the distinguished n

'

m etit of the p ubliq
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d rawn at length , the many services he has
rend ered his country were enumerated , and
We have lately been assured by our worthy
friend and correspondent , Mr. Malcolm

lVI ‘G regor, the ingenious author of the

Heroic Epistle to Sir William Chambers,
and o ther valuable poems, that the followmg
spirited verses , recording the ever-memorable
circum stance ofhis Lord ship ’

s having pro
cured for the inhabitants ofthe Northern
extremity ofour Island , the inestimable privi
lege ofexempting their posteriors from those

ignominious sym bols of slavery, vulgarly
d enominated breeches, are actually univer
sally repeated with enthusiasm , throughout
every part ofthe highland s ofScotland— a

Thee, GR AHAM ! thee, the frozen Chieftains bless,

Who feel thy bounties through their, fav
’

rite d ress

By thee they view their rescu ed country clad

In the bleak honours oftheir long
- lost plaid

Thy patriot zeal has bar
’

d their parts behind

To the keen whistlings ofthe wintry wind ;

While Laird s the d irk , while lasses bag-pipes prize,
And oat-meal cakethe want ofbread supplies

The scurvy
‘

skin, while
‘

scaly scabs enrich,

While contact gives, and brimstone cures the itch,

Each breeze that blows upon those brawny parts ,

Shall wake thy lov
’

d remembrance in their hearts ;

And while they freshenfrom the Northern blast,

So long thy honour, name, and praise shall last.
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We need not call to the recollection of

the classical reader,

Dum juga rnontis aper, sluvios dum piscis amabit,

Semper bonos, nomenque tuum laudefque manebunt .

And the reader oftaste will not hesitate to
pronounce , that the copy has much improved
upon , and very far surpassed the o riginal . In

these lines w e also find the mos t striking in
stances ofthe beau ties ofalliteration 5 and

however som e fastidiou s c ritics have affec ted

to undervalue this excellence , it is no small

triumph to those ofa con trary sentiment to

find , that next to our own incomparable
author , the most exalted genius ofthe pre

sent age, has not disdained to borrow the

assistance ofthis ornament , in many passages
ofthe beau tiful d ramatic treasure with which
he has recently enriched the stage . Is it ne

cessary for us to add , that it is the new tra

gedy ofthe Carm elite to which we allude

A tragedy the beauties ofwhich , we will

venture confidently to assert , will be admired
and felt,when those ofShakespeare , D ryden ,

O tway, S outherne , and Rowe, shall be no

longer held in estimation . As examples of
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alliterative beauty, we shall seleét the fol

lowing

The hand ofheav
’

n hangs o
’

er me and my house,

To their untimely graves seven sons swept off.

Again

So much for tears— tho
'

twenty years they How,

They wear no channels in a widow
’

s cheek .

The alternate alliteration of the second

line , in this instance , seem s an improvement

upon the art, to the whole m erit ofwhich

Mr. Cumberland is him selfunquestionably
entitled .

Afterward s We read ,

Treasures hoard ed up ,

With carking care, and a long life ofthrift .

In addition to the alliterative merit , we

cannot here fail to admire the judiciously se
lected epithet of carting and the two

lines immediatelyfollowing , although no ex

ample ofthat merit , should not be omitted

Now, without interest, or redemption swallow
’

d ,

By the d evouring bankrupt waves for ever.

How striking is the comparison ofthe

ocean, to a bankrupt swallowing without ia
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terest or redemption, the property ofhis nu
fortunate creditors l Where shall we find a

simile ofequal beauty, unless some may pos

sibly judge the following to be so, which is

to be found in another part ofthe same sub

lime work, oftwo persons weeping
We will sit

Like fountain statues , face to face oppos
’

d ,

And each to other tell our griefs in tears,

Y et neither u tterword

Our readers, we trust , will pardon our

having been diverted from the task w e have
undertaken , by the satisfaction ofdwelling on

a few ofthe many beau ties ofthis j ustly ’

po

pular and universally admired tragedy, which ,
in our humble opinion , infinitely surpasses
every other theatrical composition , being in
truth an assemblage ofevery possible d ra
m atic excellence nor do w e believe, that

any production, whether ofantient or mo

d ern date , can exhibit a more uncommon and

;peculiar
’

selection oflanguage , a greate r vaa

riety ofsurprising incidents , a more rapid suc
cession ofextraordinary discoveries , a more
curious collection of d escriptions , similies,

metaphors , images , storm s, shipw recks , chal
lenges, and visions, or a more miscellaneous
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and striking picture ofthe contending pas

sions oflove, hatred , piety, madness , rage ,
j ealou sy , remorse, a nd hunger, than this

unparalleled performance presents to the ad

miration ofthe enraptured spec tator . Mr.

Cumberland has been represented , perhaps
unjustly, as particularly j ealous ofthe fame

ofhis cotemporaries, but w e are persuaded
he w ill not be offended when , in the ranks
ofmodern w riters , w e place him second

only to the inimitable author ofthe R OL

L I A D .

To return from the d igression into which a
subj ect so seducing has involuntarily betrayed
us . The read er will recollec t, that in our

last we left MER L I N gratifying the curiosity
ofR 0 1. L O , with a View ofthat Assembly of

which his D escendant is one day destined to

become so conspicuous an ornam ent . After
having given the due preference to the India
Bench , he proceed s to point out to him others
ofthe most distinguished supporters ofthe

present virtuous administration . Having al

readymentioned the most confid ential friend s
ofthe minister , he now introduces us to the

acquaintance ofan active young Member,
who has upon all occasions been pointedly



64 CRITICISMS ON

severe upon the noble Lord in the blue rib-w

hon, and who is remarkable for never having
d elivered his sentiments upon any subj ect,
whe ther relating to the East- Indies, the R e

form of Parliament, or the Wes tminster
E lection, without a Copious dissertation upon
the principles, causes, and conduc t ofthe

American war .

Lo ! BE AU FOY rises, friend to soft repose ;

Whose gentle accents prompt the house to dose

His cadence just, a general sleep provokes,

Almost as quickly as S I R c n a nn
’

s j okes .

Thy slumbers, NO R TH , he strives in vain to break,

When all are sleeping, thou wou ld
’

st scarce awake ;

Though from his lips severe invectives fell,

Sharp as the acid he delights to sell.

In explanation ofthe last line, it may be,

perhaps , necessary to apprise our readers, that
this accomplished orator, although the ele

gance ofhis diction , and smoothness ofhis

manner, partake rather ofthe properties of
oil, is in his commercial capacity, a d ealer in
vinegar . The speaker alluded to, under the
name ofSir Richard , is probably the same

whom our author, upon the former occasion,
stiled

Sleep
-

grvrng poet ofa sleepless night.
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A—MONGST the various pretensions to

c ritical approbation , which are to be 'found

in the excellent and . never sufficien tly t o be
adm

i red produc tio
’

n ,
’

Which is the Obj ec t of
these comments , there is one that will strike
the classical Observ er as pecul iarly I promi

-e

nent and praise -worthy z
-u namely, the un

common ability shewn by the author, in the

selec tion ofhis heroes The perfume that

are introduced in the cou rse ofthispoem ,

are charac ters that
“

Speak for themselves .

The very mention oftheir names is a sum

mons to approbation ; and the relation ‘

of

their history, ifg iven in detail, w ould prove
nothing more than a lengthened panegyric .

Who that has heard ofthe names ofa jen

kinson, a Robinson , or a Dundas, has . not 'in

the same breath heard also what they are ?

This is the secret ofour au thor’

s
'

science and

excellence . It is this that enables him , to

omit the d ull d etail ofintroduc tory explana
tion, and to fasten upon his business, ifone
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may use the
‘

expression , slap -dash and at

once .

Semper ad eventum festinat, et in medias res,

Non* secu s
'

ac notas auditorum t apit .

Homer himselfyield s, in this respect, to
our au thor for who would not perceive the
evident injustice done to the mod ern hard , if
we w ere to place the wisdom ofan Ulysses
on any

'

competition with the experience ofa

Pitt to mention the bully Ajax , as halfso

genuine a bully, as the bully Thurlow ifwe

were to look upon Nestor as having a quarte r
ofthe

“

Interesting circumlocution ofthe am

biguous Nugent to consider Achilles as

possessed ofhalfthe anger ofa R OL L E ;

i

or

to suppose for a moment , that the famous

N ose s-m us ofantiquity, could run nearly so

fast in a rage , as the m ember for D evon in

a fright to c onceive the yellow - haired Paris
to have had halfthe beauty ofthe tentim es

more yellow - haired Villiers ; to look upon
Agam emnon as in any degree so dictatorial
to his chiefs as the high-minded Richmond

to consider the friend ship ofPatroclus, as

possessed ofa millionth portion ofthe dis

interested attachm ent ofa Dundas to have
F 2
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any concep tion that the chosen band of

Thessalian Myrmidons, were to be any w ay

compared , in point ofimplicit submission,
to the still more dextrously chosen band ofthe
Minister in the British House ofCommons .

Or—e—but there is no end to so invidious a

comparison ; and we will not expose poor »
Homer, to the farther mortification ofpur

suing it .

MER L I N proceed s in his relation , and .

fixes upon an obj ect that will nOt , we believe;
prove any disgrace to our

‘

author’s general
judgment ofselection ; namely, ”

that worthy
Baronet and universally admired wit, Sir

R I CHA RD H I L L , ofwhom it may be truly
said ,

Pariter pietatejocifque,
Egregius .

He looks upon him as an individual me
ritlng every distinction , and has thought pro

per therefore, in the
~

last edition ofthe R OL

L I A D , though the Baronet had been slight

Iy touched upon before , to enlarge what was

then said , into a more particular d esc ription .

Speaking ofSir Richard ’

s style ofelocution,

our author observes

See No. III .
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but that his brother inherits the same gift ,

and , ifpossible , in a greater degree . It is

said , there is an intention Ofdivesting this

latter gentleman of his clerical robe , and

bringing him into the senate , as the avowed

competitor of our mod ern Cromwell . If

this happy event should luckily take place ,
we shall literally see the observation then

realized , that the Ministry will give to their
w icked enemies , on the other side ofthe

House, what they have so long wanted and

deserved .

A Rowland for their Oliver.

This, however, by the way . Our author
resumes his subj ec t with the following spi

rited apostrophe

Methinks I see him from the Bench arise,

His words all keenness, bu t all meek his eyes

D efine the good religion might produce,

Practise its highest excellence- abu se

And with his tongue, that two
-edg

’

d weapon, shew,

At once the double worth ofJO B and JO E .

7 06, as s ome ofour more learned readers
inay know, is a book in the Old Testament ,

and is u sed here per fl necbdoc/ym , as a part
for the whole . Nothing can be more natu~
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ral, than the preference given to this book ,
on this occasion, as Sir R ichard is well known

in his speeches to be so admirable an auxi
liary to its precepts . The person of the

name of7 03, who has received so laconic a

mention in the last line ofthe above extrac t ,
will be recognized by the c ritical and the in
telligent, as the same individual who distin
guished him selfso eminen tly in the sixteenth
c entury , as a w riter and a wit , namely, Mr .

Joseph Miller a great genius , and an author,
avowed ly in the highest estimation w ith our

learned Baronet .
The business ofthe composition goes on .

-It is evid ent, however, the poe t was ex

tremely averse to quit a subj ec t upon which
his congenial talents reposed so kind ly . He

does not leave Sir R ichard, therefore , with
out the following finished and most high

wrought compliment

With wit so
-

variou s, piety so Odd ,

Quoting by turns from Miller and from God ;

Shall no d istinction wait thy honour
’

d name

No lofty epithet transmit thy fame

Forbid it wit, from mirth refin
’

d away !

Forbid it Scripture, which thou mak
’

st so gay

SC I Pxo , we know, was AFR I CANU S call
’

d ,

RI CHAR D styl
’

d LONG-SHANK s— CHARLE S surnam
’

d the

BA LD ;



7 2 CRITICISMS ON

Shall
'

t hese for petty merits be renown
’

d ,

And no proud phrase, with panegyric sound ,

Here take thy due,

And hence be call
’

d the
’

SCR I PTURAL KI LL I GR EW .

Swell thy short name, great H I LL P

The administration ofbaptism to adults,

is quite consonant to Sir Richard ’

s creed ;
and we are perfectly satisfied , there is not a
Member in the House ofCommons that will

not stand sponsor for him on this honourable
occasion . Should any one ask him in future ,
—Who gave you that name? SirRichard may

fairly and truly reply, My Godfathers, See .

and quote the whole ofthe lower assembly,
as coming under that desc rip tion .

ME R L IN ,
led , as may easily be supposed ,

by sympathy ofrank , talents , and charac ter,
now pointed his w and -to another worthy
baronet , hard ly less worthy of distinction

than the last personage him self, namely, Sir
JO SE PH MAWB EY . Ofhim the author sets
out With saying ,

Let this, ye wise, be ever understood ,

S I R JO SEPH is as witty as he
’

s good .

Here , for the first time, the annotators
upon this immortal poem , find them selves
t ompelled , in critical justice to own, that the
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the fairness ofhis complexion ? The position,
therefore , is what logicians call

tible : nothing can equal his falshood but

his fairness nothing his fairness but his fals
hood .

- incomparable l
Proceeding to a descrip tion of his elo

quence , he says ,

A sty ofpigs, though all at once it squeaks,

Means not so much as MAW B EY when he speaks

And his
’

try says, he never yet had bred

A pig with such a voice or such a head !

Except,
'

indeed , when he essays to j oke
And then his Wit is truly pig

-in-

poke .

Describing Sir Joseph ’

s acquisitions as a

scholar, the author add s ,

His various knowledge I will s till maintain,

He is ind eed a knowing man in grain .

Some commentators have invidiously sug

gested , that the last line of this couplet
should be printed thus,

He is indeed a knowing man— in grain

assigning as their reason, that the phrase in
grain evid ently alludes to bran , With which

Sir Joseph ’

s little grunting commonwealthis

supported ; and for the discree t and prudent
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purchase of which our worthy baronet is
famous .

Our author concludes his d escription of

this great senator with the following distich

Such adaptation ne
’

er was s een before ,

His trad e a hog is, and his wit
— a boar.

It has been proposed to us to amend the

Spelling ofthe last word , thus , dare ; this

improvement , however, as it was called , we

rej ec t as a calumny .

Where the beauty ofa passage is pre
eminen tly striking as above , w e waste not

c riticism in u seless efforts at emendation .

The w riter goes on . He tells you he

cannot quit this history ofwits, without say
ing something ofanother individual ; whom ,

however, he d escribes as every way inferior
to the two last-m entioned , bu t who , never
theless , possesses some pretensions to a place
in the R OL L IA D . The individual alluded

to , is Mr . G EOR G E SE LW Y N . The author
d escribes him as a man possessed of

A plenteous magazine ofretail wit

Vamp
’
d up at leisure for some future hit ;

Cut for suppos
’

d occasions, like the trade,

Where old new things for every shape are made 1
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To this assortment, well prepar
'

d at home,

NO human chance unfitted e
’

er can come ;

No accid ent, however strange or queer,

B ut meets its ready well
-kep t comment here .

—The wary beavers thu s their s tores increase,

And spend their winter on their summer
’

s grease .

The whole ofthe above descrip tion w ill
d oubtless remind the c lassic read er of the

following beau tiful passage in the Tu sculan

Q estions Of Cicero : IVercz
'

o gaomoa
’
o ia

Meret in mentz
’

éur quasi ra cy /0mm quoddam

augurium futurorum
- z

°

dgzze in maximis ih

geniis altissimisque animis maxime ez
‘

apparez
‘

facz
’

l/zhre This w ill easily account

for the system of previous fabrication so

well known as the character ofMr . Selwyn ’

s

j okes . Speaking ofan accident that befel

this gentleman in the wa rs , our au thor pro-p

ceed s thus

Ofold , when men from fevers mad e escape,

They sacrific
’

d a cock to fE S CU L AP E

Thus, Love
’

s hot fever now for ever o
’

er,

The prey Ofamorous malady no more,

SE LW Y N remembers what his tu tor taught,

That old examples ever should be sought !

And , gaily gratefu l, to his surgeon cries,

I
’

ve given to you the Ancient Sacrifice .

The delicacy with which this historical
incident is pourtrayed , would ofitselfhave
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Oh
'

l may
’

st thou none ofall thy titles lack,

Or Scot, or Statesman, Baronet or Quack

Forwhat is due to him, whose constant View is

P reventing private, or a public fur;

Who , that read the above d escription , do

not , during the first impression ofit , suppose
that they see the worthy Baronet once more
the prid e offront ad vertisem ents— once more
dispensing disregard and oblivion am ongst all

his competitors ; and making your Leakes ,
your Lockyers, and your Velnos ,

Hide their diminish
’

d heads .

In the passages which immediatelyfollow ,

the poet goes on to felicitate the community
upon the probable advantages to be derived
to them from the j unc tion ofthis illustrious
personage with our immaculate Minister . He

divides his congratulations into two parts .

He first consid ers the consequence ofthe

union , as they m ay affec t the body personal
and secondly, as they m ay concern the bod

'

y

politic . Upon the former subj ec t , he says,
This famous pair, in happy leagu e combin

’

d ,

No risques shall man from wand
’

ring beau ty find

For, should not chaste example save from ill
,

There
’

s still a refuge in the other
’

s pill .

With a sketch equally briefand masterly
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as the above , he d escribes his hopes on the

other branch ofhis division .

The body politic nomore shall grieve

The motley stains that d ire corruptions leave ;

No d ang
°

rous humours shall infest the state,

Nor rotten Meméfr
‘

r hasten Britain
’

s fate .

Our au thor who, notwithstanding his usual
and charac teristic gravity , has yet not un

frequently
'

an obvious tendency to the sport
ive , condescend s now to take notice of a

rumour, which in the se times had been uni

versally circulated , that Sir Samuel had part
ed with his specific , and

“

d isposed ofit to a

gentleman often mentioned , and always with
infinite and due ' re spec t; in ‘

the R OL L I An,

namely, Mr. Dundas w — l lipom this he ad

d ress‘es Sir Samuel with equal truth and good

humou r in the following couplet

Then shall thy med
’

cine boast its native bent,

Then spread its genuine blessing
— toprevent .

Our readers cannot
’

but know , it -was by
the m eans ofa nostrum , emphatically s c

‘

alled

a Spied/fr , that Mr. Dundas so long contrived
to prevent the constitu tional lues ofa P ar/in

m‘

aryn firm. The does

not profess , to give implicit credit to 1 the
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fact ofSir Samuel
’

s having ungratefully dism .

posed of his favourite recipe , the happy
source ofhis livelihood and fame the more
so , as it appears that Mr. Dundas had found

the very word rpecéfc sufficient for protrac t
ing a d readful political evil on the three
several instances ofits application . Und er
this impression of the thing , the poet
strongly recomm end s Sir Samuel to go on in

the prosecution of his original profession ,

and thus expresses his wish upon the occa

sion
,
with the correc t transcript ofwhich

we shall close the history ofthis great man

In those snug horners be thy skill d isplay
’

d ,

Where Nature
’

s tribute modestly _

is paid

Or near fam
’

d Temple
-bar may some good d ame,

Herselfpast sport,bu t yet a friend to game,

D isperse thy bills , and eternize thy fame .

MER L IN now calls the attention ofour

hero to a man whom there is little '

doubt this

country will long rem ember, and still less,

that they will have abundant reason for, so

doing , namely, Mr. SE C R ET A R Y OR D E . It

may seem odd by what latent association our

author was led to appeal next to the Right

Honourable Sec retary, immediately after the
description ofaQuack Doctor 5 but let it be
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We know not whether it be worth re-o

marking , that the term L e Medeaz
'

n malgre
’

luz
'

, has been translated into English
"

with

the usual incivility ofthat people to every
thing foreign, by the uncourtly phrase of

More D octor . We trust, however, that no

o ne will think it applicable in this interpre

tation to Mr . O rde, as it is pretty evident
he has displayed no mockery in his State

Prac tices, but has performed the character
ofMoliere ’

s Medeczh , even beyond the no

tion ofthe original ; by having effected in

sad and sober truth, to the full as complete
a change in the postion ofthe Cesar deZ

’

Em-i

pz
'

re, as the lively fancy of the d ramatist

had imputed to his physician, with respect
to the human body, in mere speculative joke .

With a great many apologies for so long a

note, We proceed ‘

now to the much more
pleasant part ofour duty -that oftranscrib

ing from this excellent composition 5 and

proceed to the description ofMr. Orde’

s

person, which the poet commences thus

Tall and erect, unmeaning, mute, and pale,

O
’

er his blank face no gleams ofthought prevail ;

Wan as the man in classic story fam
’

d ,

Who told old PR I AM that his Ilion flam
'

d ;
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Yet soon the time

'

will come when speak he shall,

And at his voice another Ilion fal l

The excellence ofthis description consists

as that ofa portrait always must, in a most

scrupulous and inveterate attention to like

Those who know the original, will
not question the accuracy ofresemblance on

this occasion . The idea conveyed in the last
line,

116 88 .

And at his voice another Ilion fall,

is a Spirited imitation ofthefuz
’

mm Troer,

fuz
'

z
‘ I lium, ofVirgil, and oa most statesman

like anticipation ofthe future fate ofEng
land

The author now takes an opportunity of
Showing the profundity of his learning in
British history . He goes on to say,

CE SAR , we know, with anxious effort try
’

d

To swell, with Britain
’

s name, his triumph
'
s pride

Oft he essay
’

d , but still essay
’

d in vain

Great in herself, she mock
’

d the menac d chain .

But fruitless all— for what was CJE SAR
’

S sword

To thy all-conquering speeches, mighty ORD E

Our author cannot so
’

far resist his classi

cal propensity in this place, as to refrain
from the following allusion ; which, howa

G 2
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ever, must be confessed at least, to be ap
plied with j ustice .

A HP I ON
’

S lyre, they say, cou ld raise a town ;

ORD E
’

s elocution pulls a Nation down .

He proceed s with equal spirit and erudi
tion to another circumstance in the earlier
periods ofEnglish history,

The lab ring bosom ofthe teeming North

Long pour
’

d , in vain, her valiant offspring forth ;

For Go
'
r H or VAND AL , once on British shore,

Relax
’

d his nerve, and conquer
’

d states no more.

Not so the VAND AL ofthe mod ern

-

tim

This latter offspring ofthe Northern clime 5

He
, with a breath, gives Britain

’

s wealth away,

And smiles, triumphant, o
’

er her setting ray .

I t will be necessary to observe here , that
after much enquiry and very laborious search ,
as to the birth - place ofthe Right Honour
able Secretary (for the honou r ofwhich ,

however difi‘icult now to discover, Hibernia’

s

cities will, doubtlessf hereafter contend ) we

found that he was born in NOR T HUM B E R

L A ND 5 which , added to other circum stances ,

c learly establishes the applicability of the

description ofthe word Garb, 8CC . and par

ticularly in the lines where he calls him the
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Sees Albion prostrate, all her splendour gone

In useless tears her pristine state bemoan ;

Sees the fair sources ofher pow
’

r and pride

In purer channels roll their gold en tide

Sees her at once ofwealth and honour shorn,

No more the nations
’

envy, but their scorn 3

A sad example ofcapricious fate,

Portentous warning to the proud and great

Sees Commerce quit her d esolated isle,

And seek in other climes a kinder soil ;

Sees fair Ierne rise from England
’

s flame
,

And build on British ruin, Irish fame .

The Poet in the above passage, is sup

posed to have had an eye to Juno
’

s add ress
to E olus in the first book ofthe fEneid

Gens inimica mihiTyrrhenum navigat aequor

Ilium in Italian: portans, Victor que P ena tes .

THOUGH we have at length nearly ex

hausted the beauties ofthat part ofour au

thor ’s work, in which the characters ofthe

leading Members ofthe Hou se ofCommons

are so poetically and forcibly delineated ; w e

shall find , however , that the genius ofthe

poet seems to receive fresh vigour, as he ap



THE ROLLIAD . 8 7

proaches the period ofhis exertions, in the
illustrious Mr. R OL L E . What can be more
sublime or picturesque than the following

d escrip tion

Erect in person, see yon Knight advance,

With trusty
’

Squire, who bears his shield and lance 5

The Quixote HOW ARD ! RoyalWind sor
’

s pride,

And San
i

cho Panca POWNEY by his sid e ;

A monarch
’

s champion, with ind ignant frown,

And haughty mein, he casts his gauntlet down ;

Maj estic sits , and hears, d evoid ofd read ,

The dire Phillippicks whizzing round his head .

Your venom
’

d shafts, ye sons ofFaction spare 5

However keen, they cannot enter there .

And how well do these lines, immediately
succeeding , d escribe the manner ofspeaking,
which charac terizes an orator ofsuch con

siderable weight and authority

He speaks, he speaks Sed ition
’

s chiefs around ,

With unfeign
’

d terror hear the solemn
‘

sound ;

While little POWNEY chears with livelier note,

And shares his triumph in a silent vote.

Some have ignorantly obj ected to this as

an instance ofthat figure for which a neigh

bouring kingdom is so generally celebrated ,
vulgarly distinguished by the appellation ofa

Bull ; erroneously conceiving a silent vote to
G 4
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be incompatible with the vociferation here
alluded to : those , however, who have at

tended parliamentary d ebates, will inform
them , that numbers who m ost loud ly ex

ert them selves , in what is called ebearz
'

ng

speakers, are not upon that account entitled

to be them selves considered as such .
— Our

author has indeed done injustice to the

w orthy m ember in qu estion, by c las
’

sing him

among the num ber ofro u te s , he having uni

form ly taken a very ac tive part in all debates
relating to the militia ofwhich truly con

stitutional body, he is a m ost respec table
Pillar, and one of the most conspicuous
ornam ents .

It is unquestionably the highest praise w e

can bestow upon a m ember ofthe British
Hou se ofCommons, to say, that he is a

faithful representative of the people, and

upon all occasions speaks the real sentiments

ofhis constituents ; nor can an honest am

bition to attain the first dignities ofthe state,

by honourable m eans , be ever impu ted to

him as a crime . The following encomium ,

therefore , must be acknow ledged to have
been justly m erited by a noble Lord , whose
independent and disinterested conduct has



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


go CRITICISMS ON

of an elegant compliment to the superior
qualifications of the mind , this Obj ection,
though founded in liberality , will naturally
fall to the ground .

The circum stance ofone ofthe R epro
sentatives ofthe first city in the world hav
ing lost his leg , while bathing in the sea , by
the bite ofa shark , is well known 5 nor can

the dexterity with which he avails him self

ofthe use ofan artificial one, have escaped
the observation ofthose who have seenxhim

in the House ofCommons, any more than
the remarkable humility with which he is

accustomed to introduce his very pointed
and important observations upon the matters
in d eliberation before that august assembly .

One moment
’

s time might I presume to beg

Cries modest WATSON, on his wood en leg 5

That leg, in which such wond
’

rous art is shown,

I t almost seems to serve him like his own 5
Oh had the monster, who for breakfast cat

That luckless limb, his nobler nodd le met,

The best ofworkmen, nor the best ofwood,

Had scarce supply
’

d him with a head so good .

TO have asserted that neither the utmost ex

tent ofhuman skill, nor the greatest perfec
tion in the materials, could have been equal
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to an undertaking so arduous, would have
been a species Ofadulation SO fulsome, as to

have Shocked the known modesty ofthe

worthy magistrate ; but the forcible manner
in which the difficulty ofsupplying so capi
tal a loss is expressed , conveys , with the ut

most delicacy , a handsome, and , it must be

confe ssed , a most justly merited compliment

to the Alderman
’

s abilities .

The imitation ofcelebrated w riters is re

commended by Longinus , and has, as our

readers mu st have frequently Observed , been
prac tised with great succe ss, by our au thor 5
yet we cannot help thinking that he has

pushed the precept Ofthis great critic some

what toofar, in having condescended to copy,
may we venture to say with somuch servility,
a genius so much inferior to himselfas Mr.

Pope . We allude to the following lines

Can I , NEWHAVEN, FE RGU SON forget,

While Roman spirit charm‘

s, or Scottish wit ?

MA CD ONALD , shining a refulgent star,

To light alike the senate and the bar ;

And HARL EY, constant to support the throne,

Great follower ofits interests and his own .

The substitution ofScottish for fl tz‘z
'

e, in the

second line, is unquestionably an improve.
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ment, since how ever Attic wit may have
b een proverbial in ancient tim es , the natives
ofScotland are so confessed ly distinguished
among modern nations for this quality, that
the alteration certainly add s considerable
force to the complim en t . But however
happily and justly the charac ters are here
d escribed , w e cannot think this merit sufli

cient to counterbalance the obj ec tion we

have presumed to suggest , and which is prin
cipally founded upon the extreme venera
tion and high respec t w e entertain for the
genius Ofourauthor .

Mr . Addison has Observed , that Virgil falls
infinitely short ofHom er in the charac ters
Ofhis Epic Poem , both as to their variety
and novelty, but he could not with justice
have said the same of the author of the

R OL L I A D 5 and w e will venture to assert,
that the single book Of this Poem , now

under our consideration,
is, in this respec t ,

superior to the whole , both ofthe Iliad and

the fEneid toge ther . The charac ters succeed
each other w ith a rapid ity that scarcely al

low s the reader time to admire and feel their
several beau ties .
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BR ETT
’

S brilliant sallies, MART I N
’

S sterling sense,

And GI L B ERT
’

S wit, that never gave offence

LikeWI LKE S, a zealot in his Sovereign
’

s cause,

Learn
’

d as MACD ONALD in his country
’

s laws 5

Acute as AUD REY , as Sir LLOYD polite,

A s EASTW I CKE lively, and as AMB L ER bright.

The justice Of* the compliment to S I R CE

The characteristic ofFancy , which our Poet has attributed

to Sir Cecil, must not be misunderstood . It is a Fancy ofthe

chastized kind 5 d istinguished for that elegant simplicity,

which the French call and the Greeks anemia . We.

shall insert here two or three ofthe shorter specimens .

To CE L I A (no
'w Lao) WRAY) on seeing ber tbc 8117 ifAugust,

1 7 76, powderz
'

ng ber bair.

EXTEMPORE .

Thy locks, I trow, fair maid ,

Don
’

t never want this aid

Wherefore thy powd er spare,
And only cantothy hair.

To S I R JOSEPH MAW B EY , proposing , in consequence ofa previous

Eng agement, a Party togo a
-fi sbingfor s te-Bazt .

Worthy S I R JO E, we all are wishing
You

’

ll come with
‘

us a-White-Bait-fishing.

A Tbougbt on NEW MI LK some Tint: toward tbe Spring

n ar 1 7 73.

Oh how charming is New Milk !

Sweet as sugar — smooth as silk

An ID EA on a PE CK ofCOALs .

I buy my Coals by peck, that we

May have
’

em fi es/J and fl ora, d
’

ye see.
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C l L WR AY , will not be disputed by those

who have been fortunate enough to have
met with the beautifu l specim ens ofjuve
nile poetry, with which some Ofhis friends
have lately indulged the public .

Johannes Scriblerus , a lineal descendant of
the learned and celebrated Martinus, read s
Starling Martin ’

s sense , alluding to that

powerful opponent Ofthe detestable Coali
tion having recommended that a bird ofthat
species should be placed on the right Ofthe
Speaker ’s chair, after having been taught to

repeat the word Coalition, in order to re-fi

mind the House ofthat disgraceful event ,
which had nearly established an efficient and

strong government in this country to which

severe and admirable stroke of satire, the

Obj ect Ofit clum sily and uncivilly answered ,
that whilst that gentleman sat in the House ,

he believed the Starling might be allowed

to perform his Office by deputy . We have,
however, ventured to differ from this great
authority, and shall continue to read , Mar

tin
’

s Sterling sense, as well because we are

Of Opinion that these Word s are peculiarly
applicable to the gentleman alluded to, as that

it does not appear probable our author should
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have been willing to make his poem the

vehicle Ofan indecent sarcasm , upon a per

son ofsuch eminent abilitie s .

The complim ent to lVlr . B .G . in the com

parison Ofthe purity Ofhis language to the

integrity Ofhis conduct , is happily conceiv

ed but that to the ingeniou s Mr. Gilbert ,
the worthy Chairman Ofthe Committee Of

Supply, is above all praise , and will, We are

persuaded , notwithstanding the Violence Of

par ty, by all sides be admitted to be strictly
Just .

AFTER concluding the review of the

Ministerialists with the young Marcellus Of

the Poem , the illu striou s Mr . R OL L E ; our

author d irec ts the at tention OfD UK E R O L L O

to the Opposition - bench . He notices the

cau tious silence ofME R L I N relative to that

side Ofthe Hou se , and rather inquisitively
asks the reason ; on which the Philosopher

(a little unphilosophieally , we must confess)
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breathe convulsively— loe gasped 5 he opens
his mou th to its u tmost extent — be gapea

’

5

our expectations are raised , and , alas ! he still

continues unable to utter - noz
t
a toona

'
be

spoke. Surely nothing can be more natural
in point oftruth , than all the circum stances

ofthis inimitable descrip tion : nothing more
artful in point ofeffec t, than the suspence
and attention which it begets in the mind of

the reader
At length, however, MER L IN recovers

his voice 5 and breaks out into a strain of

most animated invective , infinitely superior
to every thing of the kind in Homer 5
though the old G recian must be acknow

ledged not to want spirit in the altercations,
or scolding matches , ofhis heroes and God s .

The Prophet begms, as a man in any great
emotion always must, at the midd le Ofa

verse 5

Tatterdemalions,

Scald miserables, Rascals and Rascalions,

Buffoons , Dependants , Parasites, Toad
-eaters,

Knaves, Sharpers, Black
-legs, Palmers , Coggers, Cheaters ,

Scrubs , Vagrants, Beggars, Mumpers, Ragamuffins,

Rog ues, Villains, Bravos, Desperados, Ruffians ,

Thieves, Robbers, Cut-throats, 816 . Ste.
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And in this manner he proceeds, with single

appellatives Ofreproach , for ten or twelve
lines further ; when , his virtuous indigna
tion a little subsiding , or his Dictionary fail
ing , he becomes more circumlocu tory ‘

5 as

for instance,

Burglarious Scoundrels, that again would steal

The PR EM I ER
’

S Plate, and CHANCEL LOR
’

S Great Seal ;

Ofpublic Murderers , Patrons and Allies,

Hirelings ofFrance, their country
’

s enemies, &c .

which style he continues for more than

twenty lines .

We are truly sorry, that the boundaries Of
our plan would not allow us to pre sent our
readers with the whole ofthis finished pas

sage in detail ; as it furnishes an indisput

able proof, that , however the G reek lan

guage may have been celebrated for its co

piousness , it must yield in that respec t to the
English . For ifwe were to collec t all the

terms Ofinfamy bandied about it , from fEs
chines to Demosthenes, and from D emos

thenes back again to [Eschines 5 and ifto

these We should add in Latin the Whole tor

More particularly in their two famous orations, which

are entitled On tbs C71own.
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rent ofcalumny poured by Cicero on An

tony and Piso 5 though the ancient orators
Were tolerably fluent in this kind of d o

quence , they would , all together, be found
to fall very short Ofour poet , shackled as he

is with rhyme, in the force no less than the

variety Ofhis Obj urgatory epithets . At the

same time it must not be concealed , that he

possessed one Very considerable advantage in
the rich repositories ofour ministerial news

papers . He has culled the flowers, skim
med the cream , and extracted the very quin
tessence of

‘

those elegant productions with
equal industry and success . Indeed , such Of

our readers as are conversant with the Morn
ing Post and Public Advertiser, the White
Hall, the St . James

’

s, and , in short, the

greater part Ofthe evening prints , will im
mediately discover the passage now before
us to be little more than a cento . It is how

ever such a cen to as indicates the man Of

genius, whom puny scribblers may in vain
endeavour to imitate in” the NEW R OL L I A D S .

It is possible, ME R L IN might even have

gone on much longer : but he is interrupted
by one of those disturbances which

fi
fre

quently prevail in the House ofCommons
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sometimes been, with the triumphs of

illustrious d escendant .

But ROLL O , as he clos
’

d his ears before,

Now tired , averts his eyes to see no more .

Observant MER L I N , while he turn
’

d his head ,

The lantern shifted , and the vision fled .

To understand this last line, our reader must

recollect, that though the charac ters intro
d tIced in this vision are pre ternaturally en

dowed with seeming powers Ofspeech , yet
the forms or shadows Ofthem are shewn by
means Ofa magic lantern .

Having now concluded our observations
upon this part ofthe Poem -we shall close

them with remarking , that as our author
evidently borrow ed the id ea ofthis vision ,

in which the character Offuture times a re

d escribed , from Virgil, he has far surpassed
his original 5 and as his d escription Ofthe

present House ofCommons, may not im

probably have called to his mind the Pan

dmmonium OfMilton , w e do not scruple to
assert, that in the execu tion ofhis design,

“

that great master Ofthe sublime has fallen

infinitely
.

short ofhim .
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NUMBER XIV

OUR readers may.

possibly think , that

verses enough have been already devoted to

the celebration OfMr . RO L L E 5 the Poet,

however, is not ofthe same opiiiion .

’

TO

crown the whole , he now proceed s to com

memorate the column which is shortly to be
erected

‘

On the spot , where the Member for
D evonshire formerly w ent to School, appli

cation having been made to Parliament for

leave to remove the school from its present
situation ; and a motion being intended to

follow , for appropriating a sum ofmoney to

mark the scene
'and record the fact ofMr.

R OL L E
’

s education, for the satisfaction Of

posterity, who might otherwise have been
left in a state Ofuncertainty

,
whether this

great man had any education at all ,

ME R L IN first shews R OL LO the school.

The transition to this object from the pre

sent House ofCommons is e asy and i
obv

’

ious .

Indeed , the striking similarity between the

two visions is observed by ROLLO in the fol
lowing passage :
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The Hero sees, thick
- swarming round the place,

In bloom Ofearly youth, a busy race5

P ropria pure 7zza 7 iéu5
, with barbarou s sound ,

Sy ntax and prosocfv
’

his ear confound .

And say (he cries), Interpreter offate,

Oh ! say, is this some j argon Ofd ebate ?

What means the
‘

din, and what the scene ? proclaim;
Is this another vision , or the same ?

For trust me, Prophet, to my ears, my eyes,

A second House OfCommons seems to rise .

ME R L I N how ever rec tifies the mistake ’

of

the good Duke i “

and points out to him his

g reat descendant, in the shape Ofa lubberly‘

boy, as remarkably mute on this -

occasion,

as we lately found him in the House,

More fierce than all, more turbulent, more loud .

The flaggellation OfMr. R OL LE succeed s,

which; as ME RL I N informs R OL L O , is his

daily ‘

discipline . The sight Of the rod ,

which the Pe dagogue flourishes with a d e

gree
’

Of savage t riumph over ‘

the exposed ,
and bleeding youth , awakens all the

ifeelings

ofthe ancestor

Stay, monster, stay ! he cries in hasty mood ,

Throw that d ire weapon down
— behold my blood !

We quote this couplet the rather, because“it

proves our author to be as good a Critic
'

as
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Accordingly this assurance has its propcr
effec t in calming the mind ofthe Duke .

But the great topic ofcomfort, or we

should rather say ofexultation, to him , is the

prophecy ofthe co lum n , with which ME R Q

L I N conclud es his spes e

Where n ow he suffers , on this hallow
’

d land

A Column, public Monument, shall s tand

A nd many a bard around the sculp tur
'

d base,

In many a language his renown shall trace ;

In French, I talian, Latin , and in Greek

That all, whose curious search this spot shall seek ,

May read , and reading tell at home, retu rn
’

d ,

How much great R OLL E was flogg
’

d , how little learn
’

d .

What a noble, and what a j ust charac ter of

the great R OL L E is contained in the last

line ! A mind tinc tured with mod ern pre

Judices may be at a loss to discover the com

p liment . But our author is a man oferudi
tion and d raws his ideas from ancient learn
ing , even where he employs that learning ,
like i“ E rasmus and the admirable Creich
ton, in praise of ignorance . Our classical

readers, therefore , will see in this portrait of
Mr . R OL L E , the living resemblance ofthe

I“ Erasmus wrote an Emamz
'

um ofFall with abundant wit
and learning . For Creichton, see the Adventurer.
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ancient Spartans a people the pride of

G reece , and admiration ofthe world , who
are peculiarly distinguished in history for
their systematic contempt ofthe fine arts,
and the patience with which they taught

their child ren to bear d oggings .

The School now vanishes , and the Co

lumn rises, properly adorned with the in

scrip tions, which the philosopher explains .

But as w e have been favoured with correc t
copies ofthe inscriptions themselves, which
were selected from a much greater number
composed by our universities, we shall here
d esert our Poet, and present the public With
the originals .

The two first are in G reek and agreeably
to the usual style ofG reek inscrip tions, re

late
’

the plain fact in short and simple, but
elegant and forcible , phraseology .

9 3. 7 0 Pnlopumg 3mm yog a. Sawy er 7 : Bvxng,

Herald AEBQNIZEIN amn a ye wa s; was PQAAOZ .

The word is not to be found in our

Lexicons ; but w e presum e, that it means,

to speak the dialect ofDevonshire ; from
A ééwwa a which is G reek for Devonshire . Ac

cordingly, we have so rendered it in a tran
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slation, which w e have at tempted for the

benefit of the country gentlemen and the

ladies .

The senate
’

s wond er, RO L L E ofmighty tongue,

Here first his D evonshire uniearn
'

d when young .

How simple , ye t how full, is the expression
ofthis distich How perfec tly does it agree
w ith the notion, which our poet has incul
cared , ofMr . R o L L E l He was employed
at school not to learn but to unlearn his

whole progress, w as, like a crab ’

s, back ..

Ward .

There is a beauty in the G reek which it

is impossible to preserve in English ; the

word which w e have transla ted unlearned ,
”

is in the imperfec t ten s e and , in the nicety
ofthat accurate language implies, that the

action w as begun , but not comple ted ; that

l\/Ir . R OL L E made som e proficiency in un

learning his D evonshire b ut had not effec

tually accomplished it during his stay at the

school .

The other G reek inscription has som e

thing mo

i

re ingenious, from a seeming para
dox in the turn ofit

The literal
‘

English is e feémzmt 77101s ofofafar} .
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I , puer 5 I, forti tolerando pectore plagas,

fEmula RO LL I AD E nomina d isce sequi.

Here to the ferule RO L L E his hand resign
’

d ,

Here to the rod he bar
’

d the parts behind ;

But him no stripes subdu
’

d , and him no fear

Ofmenac
’

d wrath in future more severe .

How oft the you thful circle wond
'
ring saw

That pain from him nor tear, nor groan could d raw

How oft, when still unmoved , he long
’

d to j erk,
The master

’

s wearied hand forsook the work

Go, boy and scorning rod s, or ferules, aim

By equal worth to rival RO L LE in fame .

The beauty ofthese lines, we presume, is

too obvious to require any comment . We

will confidently affirm , that they record as

g lorious an example ofpatience as any to be

found in all the History ofthe Flagellants,

though the ingenious M . D e Lolme has ex

t end ed the subj ect into a hand some Qiarto .

The Italian inscription 18 a kind ofshort
dialogue , in which the traveller is introduc
ed , demanding the name ofthe person to

whom the pillar is erected .

A chi sr sta questa colonna .

> A l ROL L E ;

Che d iparlar apprese in questo loco

Greco e Latino no, ma Inglese
— un poco .

Basta cosi. Chinon sa il resto, é folle .

This abrupt conclusion we think very fine .
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I t has however been censu red as equivocal .
Some critics have u rged , that the same turn
has, in fac t, been applied equally to men

greatly famous and greatly infamous to jo

hannes Mirandula, and Colonel Chartres
and in the present case , say these cavillers,
it may be construed to signify either that the
rest is too well known to require repetition,
or that there is nothing more to be known .

But the great character ofMr. R OL LE will

a t once remove all ambiguity .

The French ins cription w as furnished by
Mr. R O L L E him selfon the day ofhis elec

tion . The idea was first expressed by him
in English, and then done into French verse
by the 9" Dutch dancing m aster at Exeter, to

Mynheer Hoppingen Van Caperagen, who soon after the

publication ofour first authentic Edition ,
sen t the following

letter to Mr. Ridgway

D
’

Exetfr, re 1 8
“

fi vril, I 7SS .

Je suis fort etonné, hionsieur, que vous ayez en la hat

diesse d
’

admettre dans La Critigzzc d e la: Rollia dc, une accu

sation contre moi quin
’

est nullement fondée, et qui tend ame

nuire dans l
‘

esprit d e tous les amateurs d es beaux arts . Sachez,

Monsieur, que je me suis donné la peine d e traduire mat amat
la célébré inscription, d e mon digne eleve et protecteur, M

‘

.

Rolle ; que je n
'

y ai rien ajouté, et que dans le vers ouil est

question da cacbe
,
votre Critique n

’

auroit dfi voir qu
’

une preuve

d e l
’

économie d e mon susdit Mc
’
cme. Quant aux times femi
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whom Mr. ROL L E is indeb ted for his extra
ordinary proficiency in that science .

«

T
o o o

I\ e pouvoir pom t parler a momchien je reproche

Moi, jacquis en ces lieux le d on d e la parole

Je vais d onc, 8: bien vitc, aLondres par lo coche,

Faire entendre au Senat, que je suis un vraiROL L E .

The par [6 cache seem s to be an addition of

the Dancing
-master, who was certainly no

very great Poet, as appears by his use offe

minine rhym es only, withou t any mixture of

masculine.
an irregularity perfectly inad

missible , as all our polite readers must know ,

in the nicety ofFrench prosody . We shall

subjoin for the entertainm ent ofour readers
an inscription in the parish school

'

at Rouen ,

which was w ritten abou t a century since on

the original R oLL o .

nines que l
’

auteur me reproche avec tant d
’

aigreur, je vous dirai

qu
’

il n
’

y a rien d e ma
‘

le dans l
’

esprit d e IVIr. Rollc
,
et que j

’

aurois

blessé sa d elicatesse en m
’

y prenant autrement d
’

ailleursje me

moque d es u sages, et je ne veux pas que mes vers sau tent a

clochepied , (; omm e ceux d es poe
’

tes Francois, qui n
’

entendent

rien a la danse . je me d ou te pas que vous approuviez mon

sentiment la-d essus, et que vous me fassiez rendre justice sur

l
’

objet de ma plainte : en attendant, je vou s prie de croire que

je suis, avec le plus vifattachement,

Monsieur, votre tres obeissant serviteur,

HOPP INGEN VAN CAPB R AGEN
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Which last line is m ost happily lengthened
ou t into an A lexand rine , to m ake the sound

an echo to the sen se . The pause too after
the w ord s shall tell, finely m arks the

sud d en catches and spasm odic efforts of a

dying man . Som e extrac ts from the D rum
m er ’s prophecies have already been given to

the public ; and from these specim ens ofhis

‘lciquacity with a thurst in
‘quarte through

his
‘

lungs , ou r read ers w ill prbbably
‘

see the

propriety with which . the immediate hand
ofHeaven is here introduced .

‘ Th e most

rigid c ritic will not d eny that here is truly
the

Dignu s vind ice nodus,

which Horace
’

requ ires to justify the inter
position ofa Divinity .

We are now come to the concluding lines

ofthe sixth ~ hcok . Our read ers are pro

bably
'

acquain ted with the commonly- re
ceived superstition relative to the exit of

Magicians , that they are carried away by
D evils . The poet has m ade e xquisite use

ofthis popular belief, though he cou ld not

help re turning in the last line to his favour
ite Virgil . Classical observers will imme

diately perceive the allusion to



THE ROLLIAD . l 1 5

Revocare gradum , superasque evad ere ad auras

Hie labor, hoe Opu s est ;

in the d esc rip tion ofR o L L o
’

s re - ascent from
the night

- cellar into the Open air .

The Prophet foreseeing his instant end ,

A t once, farewel,
”
he said . But, as he said ,

Like mortal bailiffs to the sight array
’

d ,

Two fiend s ad vancing seiz
’

d , and bore away

To their d ark dens the much- resisting prey :

While R O L L o nimbly clamber
’

d in a fright,

Tho
’

steep and difficult the way, to light .

And thus end s the sixth book ofthe R OL

L I A D 5 which w e have chosen for the sub

jec t ofthe F I R S T PA R T of our GR I T I

C I SM S . In the second part, which is now

going on in the Morning -Herald , where the
first d raughts ofthe present numbers w ere
originally published , we shall pursue our

Commentary through the House ofPeers ;
and in a third part , for which w e are now

preparing and arranging materials, it is our

intention to present our read ers with a series
ofanecdotes from the political history ofour

ministry, which our au thor has artfully eon

trived to interweave in his inimitable poem .

And here , while we are closing this first
Part, we cannot but congratulate ou rselves,

I a



1 16 CRITICISMS ON THE ROLLIAD .

that we have been the humble instruments
I

offirst calling the attention ofthe learned
to this wond erful effort ofmodern genius,

the fame ofwhich has already exceeded the
limits ofthis island , and perhaps may not be

circum scribed by the present age ; which ,

we have the best reason to believe, w ill very
shortly diffuse the glory of our present
Rulers in many and distant quarters ofthe

globe 5 and which may not improbably d e
scend to exhibit them in their true colours
to remote posterity . That w e ind eed ima

gine our Criticism s to have contributed very
much to this great popularity ofthe R OL

L I A D , w e will not attemp t to conceal . And

this persuasion shall animate us to continue

our endeavours with redoubled application ,

that w e may complete, as early as possible,
the d esign , which we have som e time since

formed to ourselves, and which w e have
now submitted to the, Public 5 happy, if

that which is yet to come , be received
with the same d egree offavour as this,

which is now finished , so peculiarly expe

rienced even in its most imperfect condition .

END OF PART T HE FI R ST .
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vourites in the other House, he would have
been perfec tly blameless . But to the w riter
ofthe R OL L IA D , it was not suffi cient to

escape censure ; he must extort our praise ,
and excite our admiration .

Our classical read ers will recollect , that

all Epic Heroes possess in comm on with the

poets who celebrate their action s, the gift Of

prophecy ; with this d ifference however, that
poets prophecy while they are in sound

h ealth , whereas the hero never begins to

t alk abou t futurity, until he has received such
a mortal w ound in his lungs as w ould pre

ven t any man bu t a here from talking at all

and it is probably in allu sion to this circum
stance , that the power ofdivination is dis

tinguished in North Britain by the name

of S E COND S I G HT , as commencing when

common vision end s . This faculty has

bee n attribu ted to dying w arriors, both
by cmer and Virgil ; bu t neither of these

poets have made so good use ofit as our

au thor, who has in troduced into the last

dying speech Of the Saxon D rummer, the

whole bir th , parentage , and education , life,

character, and behaviour , ofall those bene
fac tors Of their country, who at present
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adorn the House of Peers, thereby con ~

forming himself to modern usage , and at

the same time distinguishing the vic toriou s
R ollo

’

s prowess in subduing an adversary,
who dies infinitely harder than either Turnus
or Hector.

Withou t farther comment , we shall now

proceed to favour our readers with a few ex

trac ts . The first Peer m en tioned by the

Dyz
’

ng D rummer , is the present Jim/

gulf of

B uckingham : his appearance is ushered in

by an e legant panegyric on his father, Mr .

Georg e Grenville, ofwhich w e shall on ly give
the concluding lines :

Geofg e, in whose subtle brain, ifFame say true,

Full-fraugh t with wars, the fatal s tamp
-art grew 5

Great financier ! stupenduous calculator !

But
,
George the son is twenty

-one time: greater !

It w ould require a volum e, not only to

point out all the merits ofthe last line , but

even to do j u stice to that Pindaric Spirit ,
tha t abrupt beauty, that graceful aberration
from rigid grammatical contexts, which ap

pears in the Single w ord our. We had how

ever a further intention in quo ting this pas

sage, Viz. to assert our author
’

s claim to the

I 4
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invention ofthat Species ofM OR A L AR I TH

M E T I C , which , by the means of proper
additions, subtractions, multip lications and

divisions, ascertains the relative m erits of

two characters more correc tly than any other
mode of investigation hitherto invented .

Lord Thurlow , when he inform ed the House

of Peers, that , one Hastings is worth
z
‘

wem‘

y Macartneys , had certainly the m erit
ofascertaining the comparative value ofthe

two m en in whole mzmoerr, and without a

froefioiz. He likewise enabled his auditors,
by means ofthe rule ofz

‘oree, to find out the

num erical excellence of any other indivi
d ual bu t to compare Lord Thurlow with

our au thor, wou ld be to compare the scholar

with the inventor ; to compare a common

house - stew ard with E uclid or Archimedes .

We now return to the poem .

After the lines already quoted , our dying
d rumm er breaks out into the following won

derful apostrophe

Approach, ye sophs, who, in your northern den ,

Wield , with both hands, your hugedida ctic pen ;
Who, step by s tep , o

’

er Pmelur
’

up
-hill road ,

D rag slowly on your learning
’

s pond
’

rous load
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relating to history, astronomy, metaphysic s,
heraldry, fortifications, naval tac tics, or mid
wifery ; at the same time representing him
as a kind ofhaberdasher ofsmall talents ,

which he retails to the female part ofhis

family, instruc ting them in the mystery of

precedence, t he whole art ofscented poma

tum s, the doc trine ofsalves for broken head s ,
ofpu tty for éroéen windows , flee . 86C . 66C .

WE now return to the dying d rummer,
whom w e left in the m id d le ofhis eulogy
on the Marquis ofBuckingham .

It being admitted , that the powers ofthe
human mind depend on the number and

association ofour ideas, it is eaSy to shew

that the illu striou s Marquis is entitled to the

highest rank in the scale ofhuman intelli

gence . His mind possesses an unlimited

pow er ofinglutition , and his ideas adhere to
each other w ith such tenacity, that when

ever his memory is stimulated by any power
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ful interrogatory, it not only discharges a full
answer to that individual question ,

bu t like

w ise such a prod igious flood ofcollateral
knowledge , derived from copious and re

peated infusions, as no common Skull would

be capable ofcon taining . For these rea

sons, his Lord ship ’

s fitness for the d epart
m ent ofthe Admiralty, a d epartment con

nec ted with the whole cyclopoedia ofscience ,

and requiring the greatest variety oftalents

and exertions, seem s to be pointed ou t by
the hand ofHeaven -it is likewise pointed
out by the dying d rumm er, who d escribes in
the following lines, the immediate cause of

his nomination

On the great d ay, when Buckingham , by pairs

A scend ed , Heaven impell
’

d
,
the K

’

s back-stairs ;

And panting breathless, strain
’

d his lungs to show

From Fox
’

s bill what mighty ills would flow

That soon , its source corrupt, Opinion
’

s ah ea d
,

On India
’

s d elete; ions streams cwon
’
a
’
sized

,

That Hastings, hl unny Begum , Scott, must fall,

And Pitt , and Jenkinson , and Leadenhall ;
S till, as with stammering tongue, he told his tale,

Unu sual terrors Brunswick
’

s heart assail 5

Wide starts his white wig from his royal ear,

And each particular hair stand s stiffwith fear.

We flatter ourselves that few ofour read
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ers are so void oftaste , as not to feel the

transcendant beauties of this d escript ion .

First , w e see the noble Marquis m ount the
‘

fatal s tep s by pairs , i. e . by two at a time ;

and w ith a d egree ofeffort and fatigue : and
then he is ou t ofbreath , which is perfectly
natural . The ob scurity ofthe third coup
let , an oofcuriz

‘

y which has been im itated by
all the ministerial w riters on the India bill,
arises from a confusion ofm etaphor, so in

expressibly beau tiful , that Mr . Hastings has

thought fi t to copy it almost verbathm , in his

celebrated letter from Lucknow The ef

feets ofterror on the royal wig , are happily
imagined , and are infinitely mo re sublime

than the sz
‘
ez

‘

ernntgue comer
”

of the R 0

man poet ; as the attachm ent ofa wig to its

w earer , is obviously m ore generou s and dis

interested than that of the pe rson
’

s own

hair, which naturally participates in'

the good

or ill fortune ofthe head on which it grow s .

Bu t to proceed — Men in a
‘

fright are usually
generous — on that great day, therefore , the
Marquis obtained the promise ofthe Admi

ralty . The dying d rummer then proceed s to
d escribe th e Marquis ’s well-known vision,

which he prefasces by a complirnent on his
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Knives, gigs, harpoons, sword s, hand spikes, cutlass blades,

Gun s, pis tols , swivels , cannons, carronades

A ll rise to View — All blend in gorgeou s show

Tritons and trid ents, turpen tine, tar
— tow

We will take upon ourselves to attest , that

neither Hom er nor Virgil ever produced any

thing like this . How amiable , how interest
ing , is the c ond escen sion Of the illustrious

Marquis , while he assists the o ld wom en in

sis neighbourhood in making bone - lace !

How artfully is the m odest appearance ofthe

aforesaid old women
’

s cushions (which we

are also told w ere dirty cushions) contrasted
with the splendor and magnificence of the

sub sequent vision ! How masterly is the

struc ture ofthe last verse , and how nobly
d oes the climax rise from tritons and tri

d en ts— from obj ects which are rather pic
t uresque than necessary— to that most im

portant article cow ! an article withou t

which ,

”
in the Opinion ofLord Mulgrave,

it would be impossible to fit out a single

chip .

The d rummer is next led to investigate
the d ifferent modes ofmeliorating our navy
in the course ofwhich he introduces the

Marquis’s private thoughts onfloor andforest



THE ROLLIAD . 12 7

from ; the natural his tory Of noz
‘

z
‘les , with

proofs oftheir excellence in making coo/es

a project to produce nnrnmfnlminnns from
Pinchbeck s metal , instead ofgold , Occa

sioned by admiral Barring ton
’

S complaint Of

bad powd er ; a discussion OfLord Ferrers ’s
mathematical mode Ofship-building ; and a

lam en tation on the pertinacity with which

his Lord ship ’

s vessels have hitherto refused
to sail . The griefOfthe Marquis on this

occasion , awaking all our sympathy

Sighing , he str uck his breast, and cried , Alas

Shall a three d ecker
’

s huge unwieldy mass,

’

Mid croud offoes, stand stupid ly at bay,

And by rud e force, like Aj ax, gain the day ?
N0 -let Invention !

And at the moment his Lord ship becomes

pregnant , and is delivered Ofa proj ec t that
solves every difficulty
The reader will recollect Commodore

johnstone
’

s discovery, that “
the aliquot

parts being
’

equal to
“

the whole , two ,
fri

gates r
are indisputably tantamouiit to a

line Ofb attle -Ship ; n
'

ay, that t hey are

superior to it , as being more manageable .

”

Now, a sloop being more docile than ‘
a fri

gate, and ; axcutter t han a



l 28 CR ITIC ISMS ON

l Op , Sec . Sec . is it not Obvious that the
force of any vessel must be in an inverse
ratio'

to its streng th Hence , Lord Bucking
ham most properly observes,

Our light arm
’

d fleet will spread a general panic,

For speed is power, says Pinchbeck , the mechanic .

' The only Obj ec tion to this Sys tem , is the

trite professional idea , that ships having
been for some years past in the habit ofsail

ing directly forward s, mu st nece ssarily form
and fight in 4 straight line ; bu t according to

Lord Buckingham
’

s plan, the line ofbattle
in fu ture is to be like the line ofbeauty,
wooing and tortuous so that ifthe French ,
who confessed ly are the m ost imitative
p eople on the earth , should wish to copy our
manoeuvres, their larger ships will necessarily
be thrown into confusion, and consequently
be beaten .

But as Sir G regory Page Turner finely
says, infallibility is . no t given to human

nature . Our prod igious Marquis,
'

t here
fore , diffident ofhis talents, and not yet sa

tisfied
'

with his plan, rakes
'

into that vast
heap _Ofknowledge, which he has collected

from reading , and form s into one camposc, .all
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We apprehend , with all due submission to
the d rummer, that here is a small mistake .

Our Canadian breth ren may indeed possess

great influence with the Pope , on account Of

their perseverance in the Catholic religion ;

but as all the triremes in his holiness
’

s pos

session are unfortunately in bass- reliefand

m arble , w e have some doubt Oftheir utility
at sea .

Light-arm
’

d eoa as
, canoes that seem to d v,

Our faithful Gherea shall supply

Co llies shall Venice yield , Algiers, xehecs

But thou , Nanquin , gayy achts with towering decks

YVhile fierce Kamtschatka

Bu t it is unnecessary to transcribe all the

names Ofplaces m entioned by our d rummer
in sailing eastward toward s Cape Horn, and

w e s tward to the Cape OfGood Hope . We

flatter ourselves that we have sufficiently
proved the stupendou s and almost unnatural
excellence ofthe new Lord Buckingham ;

and that w e have shewn the necessity ofin

n ovation in the navy as well as in the con

stitu tion w e therefore shall conclud e this

number, by expressing our hOpe and assur
ance , that the salu tary ampu tations which
are m editated by the two state surgeons,



THE ROLLIAD. 13 1

Mr. Pitt, and Mr . Wyvill, will speedily be
followed by equally skilful Operations in our

m arine and that the prophecy ofthe dying
d rummer will be fulfilled in the comple tion
of that delightful event the nom ination

ofthe noble Marquis to the d epartment of

the admiralty l

HAVING conc lud ed his
’

d escription of

the Marquis ofBuckingham , our expiring
prophe t proceed s to the contemplation of

other glories, hard ly less resplendent than

those of the noble Marquis him self. He

goes on to the DUKE ofR ICHMOND .

In t ravelling round this wide world of

virtue , for as such may the mind ofthe

noble Duke be d escribed , it must be obvious
to every one, that the principal difficulty
consists— in determining from what quarter
to set out ; whether to commence in the

frigid zone of his benevolence , or in the

torrid fzemirpbere of his loyalty ; from the
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egninax ofhis oeconomy , or from the term

nnrz
‘

rnlir ofhis patriotism . Our author feels
himselfred uced to the dilemma ofthe fa

mous A re/yinzen
’
er in this case , though for a

very difi‘

eren t reason, and exclaim s violently
for the A 0; 67 5 s ou, not becau se he has no

ground to stand upon , bu t becau se he has too
muchw —because puzzled by the variety, he
feels an incapacity to m ake a selection . He

represents himselfas being exac tly in the

situation ofP arir between the different and
contending charms of the three H

'

enz
‘ben

Godd emer, and is equally at a loss on which

to bestow his defnr pnieberinzee . There is
indeed more beau ty in this latter similitude
than may at first View appear to a careless
and vulgar observer : the three goddesses in
question being , in

'

all the leading points of

their d e scription , most correctly typical of

the noble Duke him self. As for example
w Mz

'

ner
f
vn , we know, was produced out of

the head of7 0W , complete and perfec t at

once Thus the Duke ofRichmond s tarts
into the perfec tion ofa full-grown engineer ,

without the ceremony ofgradual organiza
tion , or the painful tediousness ofprogres
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Longinus , as the learned w ell know, reck-J
ons the figure A rnplgfenfion amongst the

principal sources of the sublime , as does

Qninz
‘ilinn amongst the leading requisites of

rhetoric . That it constitutes the very soul

ofeloquence , is demonstrable from the ex

ample ofthat sublimest ofall orators , and

profound e st of all statesman , Mr . William
P in . ifno expedient had been d evised , by
the help ofwhich the same idea could be in

vested in a thousand different and glittering
habiliments, by which One small spark of

meaning could be inflated into a blaze of

elocu tion, how m any d electable Speeches
w ould have been lost to the Senate ofG reat
Britain ? How severe an inj ury wou ld have
b een sustained to the literary estimation of

the age
? The above admirable Specimen of

the figure , however , add s to the other na

t ural graces ofit, the excellent recommend

ation ofs trict and l iteral truth . The au

thor proceed s to d esc ribe the noble D uke
’

s

uncommon popularity , and to represent , that
whatever be his emp loym ent , whether the

gay business ofthe state, or the serious oc
cupation ofamusement , his G race is a like

sure ofthe approbation ofhis countrymen .
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Whether thy present vast ambition be

To check the rudeness ofthe
’

intruding sea

O r else, immerging in a civil storm,

With equal wisdom to proj ect— reform ;

Whether thou go
’

st while summer suns prevail,

To enjoy the freshness ofthy kitchen
’

s gale,

\Vhere, unpolluted by luxuriou s heat,

I ts large expanse afford s a cool retreat ;

Or should
’

st thou now, no more the theme ofmirth,

Hail the great day that gave thy sov
’

reign birth,

With kind anticipating zeal prepare,

And make thefourtb ofD
i
ane thy anxious care ;

0 wheresoe
’

er thy hallow
’

d steps shall stray

S till, s till, for thee, the grateful poor shall pray,

Since all the bounty which thy heart d enies,

D rain
’

d by thy schemes , the treasury supplies .

The reference to the noble D uke
’

s kit

chen, is a m ost exquisite compliment to his

G race ’

s w ell-known and determined aver
sion to the Specious, popular , and prevailing
vices ofeating and drinking ; and the four
lines which follow , contain a no less admir

able allusion to the memorable witticism of

ofhis G race (memorable for the subj ec t of
it , as well as for the circum stance ofits be

ing the onlyknown instance ofhis G race ’

s

attempting to d egrade himselfinto the vu l

garity ofjoke).
When a ministe r was found in t his coun

try daring and wicked enough to prepose the
K. 4
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suspension ofa turnpike bill for one whole

d ay, simply for the reason, that he consider
ed some little ceremony due to the natal

anniversary of the again , and beyond all

comparison, the éerz‘ individual in the coun

try ; what was the noble Duke
’

s reply to

this frivolous pretence for the protrac tion of

the national business 3 What care I , said

this great personage , with a noble warm th
ofpatriotic insolence , never yet attained by
any of the present timid -minded sons of

fac tion , What care I for the King
’

s birth
d ay !

w W
’

hat
'

is such nonsense to m e &c .

&c . &c . t is true , indeed , times have been
a little changed since— but what ofthat !

there is a solid truth in the observation of

Horace, which its tritism does not, nor can

not destroy, and which the noble
'

Duke
‘

, if

he could read the original, might with great
truth , apply to him selfand his sovereign

Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis .

A great critic afiirms,

’

that the highest ex

cellence ofwriting , and particularly ofpoe

tical w riting , consists in this one power— 4

to surprise. Surely this sensation was never
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Then should his grace some vast expedient find ,

To govern tempests , and controul the wind ;

Should he, like great Canute, forbid the wave,

T
’

approach his presence, or his foot to lave

Construct some bastion , or contrive some mound ,

The world
’

s wid e limits to encompass round ;

Rear a redoub t, that to the stars shou ld rise ,

And lift himself, like Typhon , to the skies ;

Or should the mightier scheme engage his soul

To raise a platform on the northern pole,

With foss, with rampart, stick , and stone, and clay,

To build a breast-work on the milky
-way ,

O r to protect his sovereign
’

s blest abode,

B id numerous batteries guard the tum/oz
'

ée road

Lest foul Invasion in d isguise approach,

O r Treason lurk Within the Dove; coacb.

Oh, let the Wiser du ty then be thine,

Thy skill, thy science, judgmen t to resign !

With patient ear, the high-w rapt tale attend ,

Nor snarl at fancies which no skill can mend .

So shall thy comforts with thy d ays increase,

And all thy last, unlike thy first, be peace ;

No rud e court: martia l shall thy fame d ecry,

But half-pay plenty all thy wants supply .

It is difficult to d e termine which part of
the above passage ”possesses the superior
c laim to our admiration, Whether its science,

its resemblance, its benevolence , or its sub
limity .

—Each has l ts tu rn , and each is dis

tinguished by some ofour author ’s happiest
touches . The climax from the pole ofthe
h eavens to the pole ofa coach , and from the
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milky-way to a turnpike road , is conceived
and exprest with admirable fancy and ability .

The absurd story of the wood en horse in
Virgil, is indeed remotely parodied in the

line ,

Or Treason lurk within the Dover coach,

but with what accession ofbeau ty , nature,
and probability, we leave j udicious c ritic s to
d etermine indeed there is no o ther de
fence for the passage alluded to in Virgil,

bu t to suppose that the past commentators
upon it have been egreg iously mistaken, and

that this famou s egaar lignous , ofwhich he

Speaks, was neither more nor less than the

stage coach ofantiquity . What , under any

other supposition, can be the m eaning ofthe

passage

Au t hoc inclusi ligno occultantur Acbz
'

fvi

Besides this, the term maebiaa we know

is almost constantly used by Virgil him self

as a synonyme for this horse , as in the line

Scanalztfa ta lir machina muror
,
850.

And do w e not see that those au thentic

record s ofmodern literature, the new spapers ,
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are continually and daily announcing to us

This day sets offfrom the Blue- boar Inn ,

precisely at halfpast five , the Bath and

Bristol reaeairie
1
”
m eaning thereby m erely

the s tage coaches to Bath and to Bristol .

Again , immediately after the line last quoted

( to wit, reaaa
’itfare/z} maelziaa M irror

/
l come

these word s ,
Feera armi

’

s
,
i. e . filled with a rms .

Now what can they possibly allude to, in

the eye ofsober j udgment and rational eriti
cism , but the gaarrl, or arm ed wa tchman ,

who, in those days , wen t in the inside , or

perhaps had a place in the door, and was em

ployed , as in our modern conveyances, to

pro tect the passenger in his approximation to

the m etropolis . We trust the above autho

rities will be d eemed conc lusive upon the

subj ect ; and indeed, to say the truth , this

idea does not occur to us now for the first
time , as in som e hints for a few c ritical lucu
brations intended as farther ada’eaa

’
a to the

Virgilias R erz
‘

aaraz
‘

ar ofthe great Scriblerus ,
we find this remark precisely In our

judgment , this horse (m eaning Virgil
’

s)
may be very properly d enominated- the
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friend , defender, and commir ofthe Duke of

R ichmond . The word s dapper and dairy ,

in the last line ofthe above passage, ap

proximate perhaps more nearly to the fami
liarity ofcommon life , than is usual with

our author ; but it is to be observed in the

defence ofthem , that our language supplies
no term s in any degree so pecu liarly charac
teristic Ofthe objec t to whom they are ad

d ressed . As for the remaining part ofthe

line , towit, pra tiag ,pafiag 7m, it will re-s

quire no vindication or illustration with those
who have heard this honourable gentleman

’

s

speeches in parliament , and who have read
the subsequent represen tations Of them in

the diurnal prints .

Our immortal author, whose province it

is to give poetical construc tion, and local ba

aitatioa to the inspired effusions ofthe dying
drummer (exactly as Virgil did to the predic
tions ofA aeairerj, proceed s to finish the por
trait exhibited in the above passage by the
following lines

As like
O

your prototype: as pea to pea,

Save in the weakness of— bamam
‘

ty ;

Congenial quite in every other part,

The same in bear] , but differing in the heart.
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WE resume with great pleasure our cri

tical lucubrations on that m ost interesting
part Ofthis divine poem , which pourtrays
the charac ter, and transmits to immor

tality the nam e ofthe D at e ofR I CHM OND .

-Our author, who sometimes condescend s

to a casual imitation ofancient w riters , em

ploys m ore than u sual pains in the elaborate
d elineation of this illustrious personage .

Thus , in Virgil, w e find whole pages d e
voted to the d escription ofZEaear, while

Glaeur and Tberriloeltar, like the L attrelr,

the Falt er, or the Maeaamarar ofmodern

times, are honoured only with the transient
distinc tion Ofa simple mention . He pro

ceed s to ridicule the superstition which ex

ists in this country, and , as he inform s us,

had also prevailed in one Ofthe most fa

mous states ofantiquity, that a navy could

be any source ofsecurity to a great empire ,
or that shipping could in any way be consi

d ered as the natural defence ofan
,
islaarl .
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The
’

Athenian sages, once ofold ,
’

tis said ,

Urg
’

d by their country
’

s love— by wisdom led,

Besought the Dell z

'

c oracle to show

What best should save them from the neighb
’

ring toe

-With holy fervor first the priestess bu rn
’

d ,

Then fraught with presage, this reply return
’

d

Tour city , merzofAtlaem ,
ne

’

er w illfa ll,

l/
f ‘wirely g am a

’
ea
’a} a W O O D EN W AL L .

-Thus have our fathers indiscreetly thought,

By ancient practice
— ancient safety taught,

That this, Great Britain , s till should prove to thee

Thy first, thy best, thy last security ;

That what in thee we find or great or good ,

Had ow
’

d its being to this W AL L ofW O OD .

Above such weakness see great Lenox soar,

This fence prescriptive guard s us now no more

Ofsuch gross ignorance asham
’

d and sick ,

Richmond protects u s with a wa ll— cfl rz
’

ei

Contemns the prejudice offormer time,

And saves his countrymen by la tl) and lime .

It is our intention to embarrass this part of
the Rolliaol as little as possible with any com

mentaries ofour own . We cannot, how

ever, resist the temptation which the occa

sion suggests, ofpronouncing a particular
panegyric upon the d elicacy as w ell as dex

terity ofour author, who, in speaking upon
the subject ofthe Duke ofRielzmoaa’, that

is, upon a man who know s no more ofthe

history, writings, or languages ofantiquity
than the Marquis ofLamtlowa himself, or



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 46 CRITICISMS QN

Keen without show , with modest learning, sly, »

The subtle comment speaking in his eye ;

Ofmanners polish
’

d
, yet Ofstubborn soul,

Which Hope allures not— nor which fears control ;

See Burg oy ne rapt in all a soldier
’

s pride,

D amn with a shrug , and with a look d erid e

While coarse Ma céria’e a busier task assumes,

And tears with graceless rage our hero
’

s plumes ;

Blun ts his rud e science in the cbiefiaiu
’

s face,

Nor d eems— forgive him , Pitt .

’ - a truth, disgrace

And P ercy too, oflineage j u stly vain ,

Surveys the system with a mild d isdain .

He consoles the reader, however, for the
pain given him by the contemplation ofsuch

Weakness and injustice , by hastening to in

form him ofthe better and wiser disposi
tions ofthe other members ofthe tribunal

— But ah ! not so the rest— unlike to these,

They try each anxious blandishment to please

No skill uncivil e
’

er from them escapes,

Theirmod est wisdom courts no d ang
’

rous scrapes

But pure regard comes glowing from the heart,

To takea friend
’

s— to take a master
’

s part ;

Nor let Suspicion with her sneers convey,

That paltry Int
’

rest could with such bear sway .

Can Ric/animal
’

s brother be attach
’

d to gold ?

Can Luttrell
’

s friendship, like a vote, be sold ?

0 can such petty, such ignoble crimes,

S tain the fair e ra ofthese golden times,

When Pitt to all perfection points theway,
And pure Dunda : exemplifies his lay ?
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When lVilée: to loyalty makes bold pretence,

Mi tten to law , the Ca l inet to sense ;

When P rettyman affects for tru th a zeal,

A nd JWa cnanzarar guard the COInmon-weal

When lawy er: argue from the holy writ,

And Hill wou ld vie with S/Jerirlan in wit ;

When Camden
, first ofWhigs, in struggles past,

Teiz
’

rl and tormented , quits the cause at last ;

When Tburlorw strives commercial skill to show,

And even Sy dney something seems to know ;

When honest jack d eclines in men to trade,

And court maj orities by truth are sway
’

d ;

When Ba l er
,
Conway , Cacendirb, or By ng ,

No more an obloquy o
’

er senates fling ;
When

Bu t where could a period he put to the

enumeration ofthe uncommon appearances of
the epoch in question P -The application of

the term nonert , prefixed to the name ofthe
‘person d escribed in the last line ofthe above
passage but three , sufficiently circum scribes
the number ofthose particular jaclzr who

w ere at this moment in the contemplation of

our au thor, and lets us with facility into the

secret that he cou ld m ean no other than the

Worthy Mr. j
‘
o/on Rooinron himself— The

peculiar species oftraffic that the poet re

presents Mr . Robinson to have dealt in, I S

supposed to allude to a famous occurrence of

these times, when Mr. R . and another con
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tractor agreed , in a ministerial emergency,
to furnish government withfi ve hundred and

fifly - ezgnt ready, willing , obedient, well

trained men, at so much per head per man,

whom they engaged to be perfectly fi tfor
any work tne minister coula’ put tlzem to.

Tradition says , they failed in their contract
by somewhat about two aundrea’. —We have
not heard ofwhat particular complexion the
first ord er w ere of, but suppose them to

have been alaeér.

We collec t from history, that the noble

Duke had been exposed to much empty ri

dieule on account ofhis having been, as they
termed it , a judge ln his own cause , by be
ing the President ofthat Court, whose ex

clusive jurisdic tion it was to enquire into
supposed official errors imputed to himself.

The author scours the venom ofthose im

potent gibe rs, and with great triumph ex

Claims,

Ifit be virtue but yoiarselfto know,

Yourselftojudge, is sure a virtue too.

“

Nothing can be more obvious-w all judg
ment depend s. upon knowledge ; and how

can any, other person be; supposed to know a
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such is the fac t . The passage is as follows
— after relating the circumstance , he says

A ssociation forms the mind
’

s great chain,

By plastic union many a thought we gain,

W

’I bu m s Uggested Raw q éead y v ané the -W

To the j ustice of the disgrace thrown
upon the above couplet , w e by no means

concede .
-What it wants in poetical con

struction, it amply makes up in the deep
knowledge which it contains ofthe more
latent feelings ofthe human heart, and its

philosophic d etec tion ofsome of the true
sources of human action . We all know

how long , and how tenaciously, original pre
judices stick by us . No man lives long .

enough to get rid ofhis nursery . That the »

noble duke therefore might not be free from
the common influence ofa very common

sensation, no one can reasonably wonder at,

and the best proofthat he was not so is, that »

we d efy any person to Show us, upon what
possible principle, ifnot upon this, the con- u

d uct ofthe noble Duke , in the transaction
alluded to, is to be explained or defended
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TheD uke ofRichmond— a gentleman by a
thousand pretensions— a soldier— a legislator
— a peer— in two countries a duke— in a

third a prince -a man whose honour is not

amere point ofSpeculative courtesy, but is
his oath— impeaches the repu tation ofah

other ind ividual of pure and unblemished
character ; and with the same publicity that
he had applied the original imputation , this

peer, prince, legislator, and soldier , caz
‘

s

every syllable -he had said , and retracts every
item ofhis charge . Is

-

this
'

to be credited
without a resort to som e principle ofa very
paramount nature in the heart ofman in

d eed ? Is the original depravity, in the first
instance, of publicly attempting to sully
the fair honour ofthat interesting and sacred
character, a youthful soldier, or the mean

ness in
'

the second , ofan equally public and

unpreced ented ly pusillanimous retraction of

the whole
'

ofthe calumny, to
’ be believed

in so high a personage as the Duke ofRich

mend, without a reference to a cause ofa

very peculiar kind , to an impulse ofmore
than ordinary potency PEvid ently not — And

what is there, as we have before observed ,
that adheres so closely, or—

controuls so abso

L 4
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lutely, as the legends ofour boyish days , of
the superstitions of a nursery For these

reasons, therefore, We give ourmost decided
suffrage for the full ret establishment ofthe

couplet to the fair legitimate honours that

are due to it .

The poet concludes his portrait ofthis

illustrious person, with the following lines-3:

The triple honours that adorn his head,

A three-fdld influence o
’

er his virtue shed ;

As Ga llia
’

s prince, behold him proud and izain ;
Thrifty and close as Ca ledonia

’

s thane 5

In Rz
’

cbmofzc
‘

l
’

s duke, we trace our own BQL
'
I
L, ‘

Ofschemes enamour
’

d- and ofschemes— the GULL .

THE author ofthe, Rolliad . has, in his

last edition, introduced so considerable an al:

teration, that we should hold ; ourselves,
in

excusable, after the Very faxourable recep
tion our commentaries have, been honoured

with, in omitting to seize the earlies t , OPP
tunity ofpointing. it out to the. public .
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0 o o .

l ‘

0

The hero ’

s d ispleasure is thusforcibly de
scribed

Z ounds l quoth greatRollo, with indignant frown,
’Mid British ‘

nobles shall a base-born
"

clown,

With air imperiou s ape a monarch
’

s nod ,

Less fit to sit there thanmy groom, by G
—
rd i

t

Longinus , in hisfchapter on interroga-J
tions, proves —

them to~ be a source ofthe
l

sub
'

lime .

‘ They ”

are,
‘

indeed , says Young ,

the proper style ofmajesty incens
ed .

"”Where ,

introduced , than from the mouth of our

Offended hero?
i

Me
i

rl
l

in , afte

with ‘ihi
’m in the justice of se feelings,

proceed s to a descrip tion of
{

the
i

aug
i '

u

i

st
'

\
as

sembly they are Viewmg . The author’3 re

verence for the religion ofhis country natu
rally disposes him first to take botice ofthe

spiritual lord s ofParliament

Yon rev
’

rend prelates, rob
’

d in sleeves oflawn,
Too meek to murmur, arid too proud to fawn,

” 1

Who still submissive to their Maker s nod ,

Adore their sov
’

reign, and respect their God 5

A nd wait, good men all world ly things forgot,

In humble hope ofEnoch
’

s happy lot .

Weapprehend that the fourth line, by _
a
'

n

See Mr. Rolle
’

s speech in t the parliamentary debates .
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error in the press, the words adore and re

spec t, must have been misplaced ; but

our veneration for our author will, n o t per
mit us to hazard even the slightest altera
tion ofthe text . The happy ambiguity

i

of

the word Maker, is truly beautiful .

We are sorry, however, to observe , that

modern times afford some instances ofex

cep tions to the above description, as well as

orie very distinguished one , indeed , to that

which follows ofthe sixteen Peers ofScot
land

Alike in loyalty, alike in worth,

Behold the sixteen nobles ofthe north ;

Fast friend s to monarchy, yet sprung from those

Who basely sold their monarch to his foes ;

Since which, atoning for their father
’

s crime,

The sons, as basely, sell themselves to him

With ev
’

ry change prepar
’

d to change their note,

With ev
’

ry government prepar
’

d to vote,

Save when, perhaps, on some important bill,

They know, by second sight, the royal will ;

With royal Denéz
'

gb hearing birds that sing ,

Oppose the minister to please the king .

These last lines allude to a well authenti

cated anecdote, which
.

deserves to be re

corded as an instance ofthe interference of

divine Providence in favour ofthis country,
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when her immed iate d estruction was threat ;
ened by the memorable India bill, sohappily
rejected by the House ofLords in the year
1 7 8 3 .

The Earl ofD enézg/z, a Lord ofhis Ma

jesty
’

s
,

Bed - chamber, being newly ma rried ,
and solacing him selfat his t ount ry

-s east in

the sweat s ofma trimonial bliss, to 3his‘ : great
astonishment heard , on . a winter

’

s evening;

in the cold mon th ofDecember, . a nightin

gale singing in the woods. . .Havicnég listened

with great attention to so extraordinary -

a

phoenom enon, it appeared to his Lord ship

ing significant words, in the same manner
that the bells of London» admonished the

celebrated VVhitt
‘

ington ,

Throw ou t the Ind ia bill
‘

;

Such is your master
’

s will .

His Lord ship immed iately. communicated

this singular circumstance to the. fair. partner
ofhis connubial j oys, who , for the good of

her country, patriotically, . tho.ugh re luct antly,
consent ed to forego the newly' tasted : deligh ts
ofwed lock , and p ermitted her belovedibrid e ;

groom . to set .

out for London . whzerezhis
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of their having treacherously attempted ,
when in power , to transfer the crown of

G reat -Britain from the head ofour most

gracious sovereign to that oftheir ambitious
leader, so justly d enominated the Cromwell
ofmodern tim es .

While our author is dwelling on events
which every Englishman must recollec t with
h eart-felt satisfac tion , he is naturally re

m inded ofthat excellent nobleman , whose

charac ter he has, in the mou th ofthe dying
d rummer, given

'

m ore at large , and who

bore so meritorlous a share in that happy re

volution which restored to the sovereign of

these kingdoms the right ofnominating his

own servants ; a right exercised by every
private gentleman in the choice ofhis butler,
cook, coachman,

footman , &C . bu t which a

powerful and wicked aristocratic combination
endeavoured to circumscribe in the monarch,
with respect to the appointment ofminis

ters ofstate . Upon this occasion he com~

pares the noble Marquis to the - pious hero
ofthe fEneid , and recollects the description
ofhis conduct during the confiagrationsmf
T roy ; an alarming moment, not unaptly
likened to that ofthe Duke ‘

ofPortland ’

s
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administration, when his Maj esty, like king
Priam , had the misfortune ofseeing

—M rlz
’

um in penetra lz
'

éur bortem. VI RG.

The learned reader will bear in mind the

d escription offEneas

Lime}: cara t
,
ce cagueforer, ifi

'

c. V I RG .

When Troy was burning , and the insulting foe

Had well-nigh laid her lofty bulwarks low,

The good fEneas, to avert her fate,

Sought Priam
’

s palace through a porter”gate

Thus when the Whigs , a bold and factious band ,

Had snatch
’

d the sceptre from their sovereign
’

s hand ,

Up the da rk-sta ir: the virtuous Grens /e sneaks ,

To rid the closet ofthose worse than Greets ,

Whose imp ious tongues audaciou sly maintain ,

That for their subj ects, kings were born to reign .

The abominable doctrines ofthe republi
can party are here held forth in their genuine
colours, to the d etestation ofall true lovers
ofour happy constitution . The magician

then thinks fit to endeavour to pacify the

hero ’

s indignation, which w e before took

notice of, on seeing persons less worthy than
himselfpreferred to the d ignity ofpeerage,
by the mention oftwo ofthose newly creat
ed , whose promotion equally reflects the

highest honour upon government .
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Lo/zrda le and (fa rmyard , thrice honour
’

d mate
‘

s!

Whose god -like bosoms glow with patriot Harries

To serve his country , at her utmost need ,

By t his, behold a ship ofwar d ecreed 5

While that, impell
’

d by all a convert
’

s zeal,

D evotes his borough to the public weal .

B ut still the wise their second thoughts prefer,

Thus both our patriots on these gifts d emur ;

Ere yet she
’

s launch
’

d the vessel runs aground ,

And Sarum sells for twice three thousand pound .

The generous offers ofthose public -spi

rited noblemen , the one during the adminis

tration ofthe Marquis ofLand sdown , pro

posing to build a seventy-four-gu
‘

rr ship,» for
the public service ; the other on

" Mr. Pitt
'

s

motion for a parliamentary reform , against

which he had before not only voted , but
written a pamphlet, d eclaring his readiness
to make a present ofhis burgage ten

’

ure bo
rough ofOld Sarum to the bank ofEng

land , are too fresh in the recollection oftheir
”

grateful countrymen to need bein
‘

g
‘

her
‘

é t e

Corded . With respect,however, to the sub

sequent sale ofthe borough for the tv
’

vic
’

e
‘

three thousand pound s,” our
"

au
’

thor
'

doe
'

s not
‘

him selfseem perfec tly clear, since we
ward s meet with these lines

Say, what gave Camegford his wish
’

d -for rank ?

Did he devote Old Saram to the Bank ?
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OUR dying drummer , in consequence of

his extraordinary exertions in delineating

those exalted personages , the MA RQUI S OF

BUCK I N G HAM and D UK E or R icHM OND ;

exertions which we think w e may venture to
pronounce unparalleled by any one, d rum
m er, or other, Sim ilarly circum stanced 3 un

fortunately found him self
“

so d ebilitated , that
we w ere very fearful, like Balaam

’

s ass,

LOR D VA L L E T OR T , or any other equally
strange animal, occasionally endowed with

speech , his task being executed , that his

mouth would for ever after remain incapable
ofu tterance .

But though his powers might be suspend
ed , fortunately the

-in aeternam clauduntur lumina noctem,

has . in consequence ofthe timely relaxation
afford ed to the wounded gentleman during
the whole ofour last number, been for the

present avoided , and , like MR . P I T T
’

s ques



THE ROLLIAD . 163

tion ofparliamentary reform ,
adjourned to a

more expedient mommz
‘

.

To our d rummer we might say, as well as

to our matchless premier,
Larga quid em B RANCE, semper tibi copia fandi,

which, though some malevolent criticsmight

profligately translate
There is no end to thy prosing,

those who have read our d rummer ’s last dy
ing word s, or heard our minister ’s new made

speeches, will admit to be in both instances
equally inapplicable .

The natural powers ofour author here
again burst forth with such renovated energy,
that, like the swan, his music seems to in

c rease as his veins become d rained .

Alluding to an event too recent to require
elucidation, after describing the virtues of

the most amiable personage in the kingdom ,

and more particularly applauding her charity,
which he says is so unbounded , that it

Surmounts dull Nature
’

s ties,

Nor even toWI NCHEL SEA a smile denies .

fi e proceed s
And thou too, LENox ! worthy ofthy name !

Thou heir to R I CHMOND , and to Rxcnmoun
’

s fame

M 2
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On equal terms, when B RUN SW I CK deign
’

d to grace

The Spurious offspring ofthe STU A RT race ;

When thy rash arm d esign
’

d her favorite d ead ,

The christian triumph
’

d
,
and the mother.

fied :

No rage ind ignant shook her piou s frame,

No partial d oating swayed the saint- like d ame ;

Bu t spurn
’

d and scorn
’

d where Honor
’

s sons resort,

Her friend ship sooth
’

d thee, in thy monarch
’
s court .

How much does this m eek resignation ,

respec t to COL ONE L LE Nox, appear superior
to the pagan rage ofME Z ENT IUS towards
fENE A s , on somewhat ofa similar occasion,

when , instead ofd esiring him to dance a

minuet at the Etrurian court, he savage]
and ofmalice prepense , hurls his spear a

the foe Ofhis son , mad ly exclaiming

am venio moriturus et haec tibi porto

But our author excels Virgil, as much a

the amiable qualities
p

ofthe great personag
d escribed , exceed those Of ME Z ENT I US

that august character instead ofdying , di
not so mul ch as faint 5 and so far from hurl
ing a Spear at MR . LENox, she did not cast

at him even an angry glance .

The christian triumph
’

d , 8m ,
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the modern MJB CE NA S , the CENSOR Mo

R UM , the A R B IT E R EL E GANT IA R UM Of

G reat Britain 3 in a word , to the‘ most illus

trious JA M E S CE C I L EA R L OF SA L I S B UR Y ,

and lord chamberlain to his maj esty, whom ,

in a kind ofepisode the thus addresses,

Oh ! had the god s bu t kind ly _
will’d it so

That thou had
’

st lived two hu ndred years ago

Had
’

st thou then rui
’

d the stage, from
’

Sportive scorn

Thy prudent care had guard ed peers unborn .

No simple chamberlains had libell
’

d been
,

No O STR I CKS fool
’

d in SHAKESP EAR E
’

S saucy scehe.

But then
‘

wisely recollec ting this not to
altogether the most friend ly ofwishes, in

as much , that, if his lord ship had been
chamberlain to QIE EN E L IZ A BET H , he

could not , in the common course ofevents,
have been, as his honou r S IR R I CHAR D

P E P P E R ARDEN most sweetly Sings in his

P R OB A T I ONA RY OD E ,

The tallest, fittest man to go before the king,

in the days ofGEOR G E T HE THI R D ; by
which we should -most probably not only
have been deprived ofthe attic entertain
ments ofSI GNOR S D EL FIN I and CA RNE

VA L E , but perhaps too have lost some of
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our best dramatic writers 5 such as G RE A T

HEA D , HAY L E Y , D R . ST RA T FORD , and

TOMM Y VA UG HAN : our author, with a

sudden kind ofrepentance , says,

But hence fond thoughts, nor be by passion hurried !

Had he then lived , he now were d ead and buried .

Not now should theatres his ord ers own 5

Not now in alehouse signs his face be shewn .

If we might be so presumptuous as to

impute a fault to our author , w e should say

that he is rather too fond ofwhat the
'

French

style egm
’

w gue.
— This partiality ofhis breaks

forth in a variety ofplaces 5 such as S I R

JOSE PH MAWB E Y being
a knowing man in g rain,

MART IN
’

S sterling sense, 850 . &c .

In the present instance too, where, sup
posing the noble Marquis to have lived two

hund red years ago, he says,

Not now should theatres his order; own .

He leaves us completely in the dark ,
Whether by the word orders , we are to un

d erstand his lord ship’s command s as theatri

cal anatomist , or the recommendations , which

he is pleased to make to the m anage rs of

M 4
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our public amu sements, to admit his d epend
ants and servants gratuitously ; and which

recomm endations in the vulgar tongue ofthe

theatre s are technically styled orders . Ifwe

migh t hazard an opinion, from the known

condescension ofhis lord ship , and his atten

tion to the accommodation ofhis inferiors , we

should be inclined to construe it in the latter
sen se 5 an atten tion, ind eed , which, in the

case in question , is said to be so unbounded ,
that he might exc laim with tENEA s

Nemo ex hoc numero mihi non donatus
i

abibit .

Should any caviler here ,
Obj ec t , - that for

every five shillings thus generously bestowed
on the d ependant , a proportionate

t juclcunin is

made in the pocke t ofthe manager , let him
recollec t , that it is a first and

‘

immutable

p rinciple Ofcivil policy, that the convenience

ofthefew nonrt yield to the accommoda tion of
the enney 5 and , that the noble Marquis, as a

peer and legislator ofG reat Britain , is too

c losely attached to bur excellent constitu tion
to swerve from so Old and established a

maxim .

With respect to the last line ofthe couplet ,
Not now in alehduse signs his face he shewn,



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 70 CRITICISMS ON

The last line but one ofthese,

Give me a horse, &c .

seems to allude to a circum stance that oc

curred in America, where his lord ship being
on foot, and having to march nearly five
miles over a sandy plain in the heat ofsum

mer, fortunately discovered , tied to the door
ofa house , a horse belonging to an oflicer

ofcavalry . His lord ship thinking that rid

ing was pleasanter than walking , and pro

bably also imagining that the owner might
be be tter engaged , j udged it expedient to

avail him selfofthis steed , which thus so

fortunately presented itself, and accordingly
borrow ed it . The subsequent apology,
however, which he made when the proprie
tor, rather ou t ofhumour at his unlooked

for ped estrian expedition , cam e up to re

claim his lost good s , was so extremely ample,
that the most rigid asserter ofthe old fusty
doc trines of mean: and taunt cannot deny
that the dismounted c avalier had full com

pensation for any inconvenience that he

might have experienced . And we must

add , that every delicacy ofthe noble lord on

this subj ect ought now to terminate .
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We Shall conclude with an extract from
som e complimentary verses by a noble secre
tary, who is him selfboth an A M A T EUR and

A R T I ST E .
—Were any thing wanting to our

author ’s fame, this elegant testimony in his
favour must be d ecisive with every reader of
taste .

Oh ! mighty ROLL E , may long thy fame be known !

And long thy virtues in his verse be shewn

When THUR Low
’

S christian meekness, SY D NEY
’

S senses

When R I ORMOND ’

S valour, HORETOWN
’

S eloquence,

When HAWKESE
’

RY
’

S patriotism neglected lie

Intomb
’

d with CH E ST E R FI ELD
’

S humanity,

When PR ETTYMEN , sage guardian ofP I TT ’
s you th,

Shall lose each claim to honesty and tru th,

When each pure blush D UND A s
’

s cheek can boast,

Vl ith A RD EN
’

S law and nose alike are lost,

When grateful ROB I N S ON shall be forgot,

And not a line be read ofMAJOR SCOTT,

When PHI PP S no more shall listening croud s engage,

And HAML ET
’

S jests be rased from
i

memory
’

s page,

When PITT
l

each patriot
’

s joy no more shall prove,

Nor from fond beauty catch the sigh oflove,

When even thy sufferings, virtuous chief! shall fade,

And BASSET
’

S horsewhip but appear a shade,

Thy sacred spirit shall effulgence shed

And raise to kind red fame the mighty d ead

Long ages shall admire thy matchless soul,

And children
’

s children lisp the praise ofROLLE .
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NUMBER VI I .

IT now only remains for us to perform
the last melancholy office to the dying d rum
m er, and to do what little justice we can to

the very ingenious and striking manner in
which our author closes at once his pro

phecy and his life .

It is a trite observation, that the curious
seldom hear any good ofthem selves ; and

all epic poets, who have sent their heroes to
conju rors, have, with excellent m orality,
taught us, that they who pry into futu rity,
too often anticipate affliction . VI R G I L

plainly intimates this lesson in the caution

which he puts into the mouth ofANCH I SE S ,

when fENEA S enquires into the future d es
tiny of the younger

i

MA R CE L L U s, whose

premature death form s the pathetic subj ect
ofthe concluding vision in the sixth book
ofthe fENB I D

O nate, ingentum lectum ne quaere tuorum

Seek not to know ( the ghost replied with tears)
The sorrows ofthy sons in future years .

DRYDEN .
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moment betrayed on those trying occasions.

We now see all the d rift and artifice ofthe

poet , and why he thought the '

occasion

worthy ofmaking the d rumm er so preter
naturally long winded , in displaying at full

all the glories ofthe house ofpeers it was

to heighten by contrast the chagrin of

R OLL O at finding the doors ofthis augu st

assembly for ever barred against his poste d

rity .

To understand the introductory lines of

the following passage , it is necessary to in-a

form our readers, ifthey are not already ac
quainted with the fac t , that somewhere
the back settlements of America, there is
now actually existing an illegitimate batch
little R oL L E

’

s .

Though wide should spread thy Spurious race around ,
In other worlds, which must not yet be found ,

While they with savages in forests roam

D eserted
,
far from their paternal home

A mightier savage in thy wild s Ex-Mo on ,

Their well-born brother shall his fate deplore,

By friends neglected , as by foes abhorr
’

d ,

No duke, no marquis, not a simp le lord .

Tho
’

thick as MAkG AR ET
’

s knightswith each add ress,

New peers, on peers, in croud s each other press,

He only find s, ofall the friend s ofPITT,

His luckless head no coronetwill fit.
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But what our author seems more partien
larly to have laboured , is a passage which he
has lately inserted : it relates to the cruel
slight which was shewn to Mr. R OL L E dur

ing the late royal progress through the west .

—VVho is there that remembers the awful

period when the regency was in suspence,
but must at the same time remember the pa
triotic , decent, and consistent conduct of

Mr . R OL L E ? How laudably , in his parlia
mentary Speeches, did he co- operate to the

best ofhis power, with the popular pam

phlets ofthe worthy D r. WI T HE R S How

nobly did he display his steady loyalty to the

father, while he endeavoured to shake the

future right ofthe son to the throne ofhis

ancestors ! How brightly did he manifest

his attachment to the person ofhis M A

JE ST Y , by voting to seclude him in the

hour of sickness from the too distressing
presence ofhis royal brothers and his chil

d ren 5 and , after all, when he could no

longer resist the title ofthe heir apparent ,
with what unembarrassed grace did he agree
to the add ress ofhis constituents, compli~
m enting the prince on his acce ssion to that

high charge, to which in} S IT UAT ION m rd
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VI RT UE S m emz
’

nentzjz ENT IT L ED bzw : yet,
even then , with how peculiar a d exterity did
Mr. R OLL

‘

E mingle what somewould have
though t an affront , with his praises , directly
informing his ROY A L H I G HN E S S that he had

no confid ence whatever in any virtues but
those ofthe minister . But , alas, how un

c ertain is the reward ofall sublunary m erit
Those good judges who inquired into the

literary labours ofthe pious and charitable
D r. W I THE RS , did not exalt him to that

conspicuous post, which he so justly d e
served , and would so w ell have graced ;

neither did one ray ofroyal favou r cheer the
loyalty ofMr . RO L L E during his m aj esty ’

s

visit to D E VON SH I RE ; though with an un

exampled liberality, the worthy m ember had
contrac ted for the fragm ents ofLord MOUNT

E D G E CUM BE
’

s d esert, and the ruins ofhis

t riumphal arches ; had brought d own seve

ral ofthe minister ’s young friend s to per

sonate virgins in white , sing , and strew
flowers along the way 5 and had ac tually
d ispatched a chaise and four to Exeter, for
his old friend and instructor, myrzbeer HOP

P ING EN VA N CA P E RA G EN , dancing
-master

and poet ; whohad promised to prepare both
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Here the d rummer, exhausted with this

last wonderful exertion, begins to find his

p angs increase fast upon him 5 and what fol

low s , for two and thirty lines, is all inter
rupted with different interjec tions oflaughter
and pain, till the last line , which consists en

'

tit ely of such interj ec tions .
—Our readers

may probably recollect the well- known line

ofTHOM P

’

SON .

OH, SOPH ON I S BA, SOPHON I S B A, OH !
”

Which, by the way, is but a poor plagiarism
from SHAKE S P E A RE

OH , DE SD EMONA, D ESD EMONA, OH !

There is certainly in this line a very pretty
change rung in the different ways ofarr
ing the name and the interj ec tion 5 but p
haps there may be greater merit, though
another kind , in the sudd en change ofpas

sions which OTWA Y has expressed in the

dying interj ection ofP I E RRE

We have d eceiv
’

d the senate— ha ! ha ! oh

These modern instances, however, fa
very short of the admirable use made
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interj ections by the ancients, especially the
G RE EK S , who did not scruple to put to

gether whole lines ofthem .
~ -Thus in the

PH I L OCT ETE S ofSOPHOC L E S , besides a great
number ofhemistics, we find a verse and a

half

Howra h

N k . A .

Ha rm, wa rm, aromas, aroma , 9 mm» mama .

The harsh and intrac table genius ofour

language will not permit us to give any ade

quate idea ofthe soft , sweet, and innocent

sound ofthe original . —It may , however, be
faithfully, though coarsely, translated

Alas

Alack ! alack ! alack ! alack ! alack ! alas !

At the same time , we have our doubts
whether some chatised tastes may not prefer:
the simplicity ofAR I ST OPHANE S 5 though it

must not be concealed , that there are critic s
who think he meant a wicked stroke ofri

dieule at the PH I L OCT E T E s ofSoPHOCL E s ,

when, in his own PL UT US , he makes his

sycophant, at the smell ofroast meat, ex

claim- m

7 f? f? T? t"? 7 7 "l

T9 , w , W, w , w , w !
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ich we shall render by an excel lent 1n

e tion , first corned from the rich mint Of
jOR JOHN SCOT T , in his incomparable

niff, sniff, sniff, sniff, sniff, sniff, sniff, sniff, sniff, sniff;

sniff, sniff.

ut whatever may be the comparative me

ofthese passages , ancient and modern,

are cOnfident no future critic will dispute
that they are all excelled by the follow
exquisite couplet ofour author

Ha ha l— this soothes me in severest woe 5

Ho ! ho — ah ! ah
’

l— oh oh l— ha l ah l— ho — oh l

e have now seen the d rummer quietly
m

’

d , and sung our requiem over his
c : we that

He, d ead corse,may yet ,
‘

in complete calf,

R evisit oft the glimpses ofthe cand le,

Making night chearful .

e
“

had
“

flattered ourselves with the ‘hOpe

concluding
“

the crItICIsm s on the ROL
‘

D with an ode ofMr. R O
‘

L
‘

L E himself,

tten
‘

in the Original
‘

Ex -M OO
‘

R didlec t 5

we have hitherto , owing to the eager
s with which sthat g entleman

’

s literary

hiskindand
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fantasy, as constantly declined the honour of

the affinity , this apparent difference ofopi

nion may not be accounted for by supposing
him to be descended from that Earl P -But,

ifwe are to imagine any d escendants ofthat

exalted charac ter to be still in existence,
with great d eference to Mr. PE G G E

’

s better
j udgment, might not SirAL EXA ND E R HOOD ,

and his noble brother, from similarity of

name , appear more likely to be descendants
of this celebrated archer ? and from him

also inherit that skill which the gallant ad

miral, on a never to be forgotten occasion,

so eminently displayed in d rawing a long

5070 ? We can only now lament , that we

have not room for any minute enquiry into
these various hypotheses, and that we are

und er the necessity of proceeding to the

d rummer’s epitaph , and the conclusion of

our c riticism s .

it Stalwart b aron {am both lie,

flapsth net , men ofat ormanhim
nought Stnf

’

t his npatmmamas
£t permsmu pertains than a hunting.

this [cat talk at (IEugleIouht

Qball batten 132m putt: mo in 501105.





POLITICAL ECLOGUES .

R O S E ;

THE COIMPLAINT.

ARGUMENT.

In this Eclogue our Au thor has imitated the Second ofhis

favourite Virgil, with more than his usual Precision . The

Subj ect ofMr. RO SE
’

S COMPLA INT is, that he is left to do

thewhole Business ofthe Treasury during the broilingHeats

ofSummer
, while his Colleague, Mr. STEEL E, enjoys the

cool Breezes from the Sea, with Mr. P ITT, at Brighthelm

stone . In this the Scholar has improved on the Original of

his great Master, as the Cause ofthe Distress which he re

lates is much more natural . This Eclogue, from some inter

nal Evid ence, we believe to have been written in the Sum

mer ofI 7 85, though there may be one or two Allusions that

have been inserted at a later Period .

N ONE more than R O SE , amid the courtly ring,

Loy
’
d B I LLY , joy ofJE NKY and the KIN G .

Bur vain his hop e to shine in B I L LY
’

S eyes ;

Vain all his votes, his speeches, and his lies.
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For STO CKD A L E ’
S shelves contented to compose

The humbler poetry oflying prose.

O barb
’

rous BI LLY (thus w ould he begin)
R O SE and his lies you value not a pin ;

Y et to compassion callous as a T u rk,

Y ou kill me, cruel, w ith eternal work.

Now , after six long months ofnothing done,

Each to his home, our youthful statesmen run ;

The mongrel
’

squires, whose votes our Treasury pays,

Now , w ith their hunters, till the W inter graze ;

N ow e
’

en the reptiles ofthe Blue and Buff,

In rural leisure, scrawl their factions stuff;

Already pious H I L L, with timely cares,

New songs, new hvmns , for harvest-home prepares

B ut w ith the love-lorne beauties, whom I mark

Thin and more thin, parading in the park,

I yet remain ; and ply my busy feet

From D uff
i

e-street hither, hence to D awning -street,

In vain lm while far from this deserted scene ,

With happier STEE LE you saunter on the Steine.

IMITATIONS .

Nunc etiam pecudes umbras et frigora captant ;

Nunc virides etiam occultant Spinera lacertos

Thestylis et rapido fessis messoribus e stu

Allia serpyllumque herbas contundit olentcs.

NOTES .

Vcr. 2 9 and 32. allude to a pamphlet on the Irish Propositions, commonly

called the Treasury Pamph let , and universally attributed to Mr Rose . This

work ofthe Honourable Secretarv
’
s was eminently distinguished by a get:

tleman -like contemp t for the pedantry ofgrammar, and a poetical abhorrence

ofdul l fact

Ver. For a long account ofSir R ichard Hill’s harvest-home, and of

the god ly hymns and ungodly ballads, sung on the occasion, see the news

papers in Autumn, 1 7 84 .
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And for a paltry salary, stript offees,

Thus shall I toil, while others live at ease ?

B e tter, another summer long, obev

Self-weening LA N SD OWNE
’
S transitory sway

T ho
’

G R A FT ON call
’
d him proud , I found him kind ;

With me he puzzled , and with him I din ’

d .

Better with Fox in Opposition share,

Black tho
’
he be, and tho

’

my B I L L Y fair.

Think, B I L LY , think JOHN BUL L a tasteless brute,

By black, or fair, decides not the dispu te

Ah l think , how politics resemble chess ;

Tho
’

now the white exult in short success

O ne erring move a sad reverse may bring,

The black may triumph , and check
-m ite our king.

Y ou slight me, B I L LY and but little heed,

What talents I possess, what merits p lead ;

IMITATIONS.

A t mecum rancis, tua dum vestigia lustro,

Sole sub ardenti resonant arbusta cicadis.

Nonné fuit melius tristes Amyrillidis iras

A tque superba pata fastidia NonneMenalcan

Quamvis ille niger, quamvis tu cand idus esses,

0 formose puer, nimium ne crede colori.

A lba ligustra cadunt, vaccinia nigra leguntur.

Sum tibi despectus ; nec qui Sim quxris, A lexr

Qam d ives pecoris mvet , quam lactis abundans

Mille mew Siculis ext ant in montibus agnae

NOTES .

Ver. 49 . Justice to the minister obliges us to observe, that he is by no

means chargeable with the scand alous illiberal ity above intimated , ofreduc

ing the income ofthe Secretaries ofthe Treasury to the miserable pittance of

30001 a year. This was one ofthe many infamous acts which so d e

served ]y

[

drew down the hatred ofall true friend s to their king and country, on
those pretended patriots, the Whigs .



18 8 POLITICAL ECLOGUES .

How in white lies abound s my fertile brain ;

And with what forgeries I those lies sustain .

A thousand fic tions wander in my mind ;

W ith me all seasons ready forgeries find .

I know the charm by R OB IN S O N employed,

How to the Treas
’

ry JA CK his rats decov
’

d .

Not w it, but malice , PR E TTY M AN reveals,

When to my head he argues from my heels.

My skull is not so thick ; but last recess

I finish
’
d a whole pamphlet for the press

And ifby some sed itious scribbler m anl
’

d ,

The pen ofC H A LM E R S to my aid I call
’

d ,

W ith P R E TTY would I w rite, tho
’

judg
’

d by you ;

Ifall that au thors think themselves be true .

0 l to the smoky town w ould B I L LY come ;

With me drawestimates, or cast a sum ;

IMITATIONS .

Lac mihinon a state novum, none
frigore decit.

Canto , qua solitus, sr quando armenta vocabat,

Amphion D ircaeus in Actoeo A racyntho .

Nec sum adeomforrnis nupei me in littore vidi,

Cum placid um vent is staiet mare : non ego Daphnim,

Jud ice te, metuam, sinunquam fallat imago.

NOTES .

Ver. 66. We know not ofwhat forgeries Mr. Rose here boasts . Perhaps

he may mean the paper relative to his Interview with Mr. G ibbon and Mr.

Reynolds, so Opportun e ly found in an obscure drawer ofMr. Pit t
’
s bureau .

See the Parl iamentary debates of1 7 85 .

Ver. 7 x. A l lud es to a couplet In the Lawn ,
Wt h was written before

the present Eclog ue

V e t 7 8 . The Rf/z/y to tire Trea sury P
/

amjz/z/et was answered, not by Mr.

R ose himself
,
but by Mr. George Chalmers.
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He too , by merit measuring the meed, 95

Bids WA R TON now to W H I T E HE A D
’
S bays succeed ;

But
,
to rew ard FA U® I E P

.

’

S illustrious toils,

R eserves the richer halfofWH I TE H E AD
’

S Spoils.

Fo r w ell the monarch saw w ith prescient eve,

ThatW A R TON
’
S w ants kind O X F O R D w ould supply, 100

Who , j ustly liberal to the task uncouth,

Learns from St. JAM E S
’

S bard historic truth .

Blest O X FOR D l in w hose bow eis the Laureat singsL

O faithful to the w orst, and best ofKings,

Firm to the R ight D ivine ofregal sw ay ,

Though Heav
’

n and Thou long differ
’
d where it lay

S till ofpieferment be thy Sis ter Queen I
Thy nobler zeal disdains a thought so mean ;

Still in thy G erman Cousiii
’
s ma rtial school,

Be each young hOpe ofBR I T A I N train
’

d to rule ;

But thine are honours ofdistinguish
’
d grace,

Thou once a year Shall View thy sovereign
’

s face ,

While round him croud thy loyal sons, amaz
’
d
,

To see him stare at tow
’

rs, bv WY A TT rais
’

d .

Y et fear not, O X FOR D , lest a monarch
’

s smiles

Lure fickleWY ATT from the unfinish
’

d piles ;

NOTES .

Ver. 9 5. Our most gracious Sovereign
’
s comparative estimate ofMessrs.

Whitehead and Warton, is here happily elucidated , from a circumstance

h ighly honourable tohis Majesty
’
s taste ; that,whereas he thought the former

worthy oftwo places, he has given the latter only the worst ofthe two.

Mr. Fauquier is made Secretary and Register to the order ofthe Bath, in the

room ofthe deceased Laureat .

Ver. 1 0 7 . We suspect the whole ofthis passage in praise ofhis Majesty,
has been retouched by Mr. Warton, as this line, or something very like it, oc
curs ln his Triumphs ofI sis , a Spirited poem, which is omitted, we know
not why, in his publication ofhis works.
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T o thee shall WY ATT Still be left in peace ,
’
Till EN G L I SH ATH E N S rival ancient G reece.

For him see C HAM B E R S , greatly pre tty, draw

Far o ther plans than ever G recian saw ;

Where two trim dove-cotes rise on either hand,

O
’

e i
'

the p roud roofs, whose front adorns the Strand ;

While thro
’
three gatew ays , like three key

-holes Spied,

A bow l inverted c rowns the distant side.

But music most great G E O R G E
’

S cares relieves,

Sage arbiter ofminims, and ofbreves l

Y e t not by him is living genius fed,

IVith tas te more frugal he protects the dead ;

Not all alike ; for, though a Briton born,

He laughs all natal prejudice to scorn

His nicer ear our barbarous masters pain,

Though PUR C E L L , our own O rpheus , swell the s train

And mighty HA N D E L , a gigantic name,

Owes to his country halfhis tuneful fame .

Nor ofour souls neglectful, G E OR G E provides, 135

To lead his flocks , his own Righ t R everend guides

Himselfmakes bishops, and himselfpromotes ,

Nor seeks to influence , tho ’
he gives, their votes .

Then for a Prince SO pious, so refin
’

d
,

An air ofHAND E L , or a psalm to grind ,

D isdain no t
, B I L L Y for his sovereign

’ssake
What pains did PA G E T with his gamut take

And to an Earl what rais
’

d the Simple Peer ?

What but that gamut, to his Sovereign dear

IMITATIONS .

Pan curat oves, oviumque magistrosg

Neu te poeniteat calamo tris isse labellum,

Haas cadein tat scirct, quid non faciebat Amy
ntas
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O come, my B I L L Y . I have bough t for you

The barrel-organ ofa strolli‘ g Jew ;

D ying, he sold it me at second-hand

Sev
’

n stop s it bo
a sts, with barrels a t c ommand .

How at my prize did envious U X B R I D G E fume,

Just what he w ish
’
d for his new music - room . 1 50

C ome, B I L L Y , come . Tw o w antons late I dodg
’

d ,

And mark
’

d the d ingerous alley where they lodg
’
d .

'

Paii as pearl
-

pow der are their Opening charm s,

In tender beau ty fit fo r B I L L Y
’

S a rms ;

And from the toilet blooming as they seem,

Two cow s would scarce supply them with cold cream.

IMITATIONS .

Est thibi disparibus septem compacta cicutis

Fistula , Dammtas dono mihi quam dedit olim,

EX d ixit moriens, te nunc habet ista secundum

D ixit Damze tas invidit s tultus Amyntas .

Prmterea, duo nec tutz
’

imihi valle reperti

Capreoli, Sparsis etiamnunc pellibus albo
,

Bina d ie siccant ovis ubeia ; quos t ibi servo .

Jampridem a me illos abduceie The s tylis orat,
0 Q 0 i

Et facmt
,
quoniam Sordent tibi munera nostia !

NOTES .

Vet . 149 . Our readers, we trust, have already admired the several addi-o

tions which our poet has made to the ideas ofhis great original. He has

here given an equal proofofhiS judgment in a slight omission . When he

converted Amyntas into Lord Uxbridge, with what striking propriety did he
sink upon us the epithet ofstultus, orfoolzslz; for surely we cannot suppose

that to be conveyed above in the term ofszm/r/e peer.

Ver 1 56. In the manuscript we find two l ines which were struck out i

possibly because our poet supposed they touched on a topic ofpraise, not

likely to be very prevalent w . th Mr. P I T T , notwithstanding what we have

lately heard ofhis A tlantean shoulders.
”

They are as follows

Yet strong beyond the promise oftheir years,

Each in one night would drain two grenadiers .
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And you, Committee labours ofD UN D A S ,

And you , his late dispatches to IVIadras,

Bound up w ith B I L L Y
’

S fav
’

rite act I
’

ll send ;

Together bound
— for sweetly thus you blend .

R O S E , you
’

re a blockhead l Let no fac tions scribe 185

Hear such a thought, th . t BI L L Y heeds a bribe

Or grant th
’ Immaculate

,
no t proofto pelf,

Ha s ST E E L E a soul less libera l than y ourse lf?

—Z ounds l what a blunder l w orse than when I m ade

A FR E N C H arrét, the guard ofB R IT I SH trade . 1 99

Ah l foolish boy , whom fly you i
— Once a w eek

The K I N G from Windsor deigns these scenes to seek.

IMITATIONS .

A ddam
’

ceroa pruna ; honos crit huic quoque pomo
Et vos

,
O lauri carpam, ct te, p roxima myrtus

Sic positae, quoniam suaves miscetis odores .

R usticus es
,

‘

Corydon
l nec munera curat A lexis

Nee , simuneribus certes, concedat Iolas .

Eheu quid voluimisero mihi Floribus Austrum

Perditus , et liquidis immisi fontibus aptos.

(Qem fugis, ah demens habitdrun t Di quoque sylvas,

Dardaniusque Paris . Pallas , quas condidit, arces
Ipse colat Nobis placeant ante omnia Sy lvx .

NOTES .

Ver. 1 8 I . The orders ofthe Board ofControul, relative to the debts of

the Nabob ofA rcot
,
certainly afi/zea r d

iametrically opposite to Mr Dundas
’

s

R eports , and to an express c lause OfMr Pitt
’

s bill . Our author
,
however,

like Mr Pitt and Mr. Dund as , roundly asserts the consistency ofthe whole .

V er. 1 89 . This unfortunate slip ofthe Honourable Secretary
’
s const itu

tional logic happened in a debate on the Irish Propositions . Among the many

Wild ch imeras Offaction on that memorable occasion , one objection was, that

the produce ofthe French West -Ind ian I slands might be legally smuggled

th ough I reland into th is country. To which Mr. R ose replied, That we

might repeal all our acts in perfect security, because the French King hail

lately issued an arré
‘

t which would pl C \ cut this smuggling .

”
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Y oung G A L L OWA Y too is here, in w aiting still.

O ur c oa sts let R I C HM OND visit, ifhe W ill ;

There let him build, and ga irison his forts,

Ifsuch his whim — Be our delight in courts.

What va rious tas tes divide the fickle tow n l

One likes the fair, and one

i

admires the brown ;

The stately,QUE E N S B
’

R Y ; H IN C H I N B R OOK , the small ;

T HUR L OW loves servant-maids ; D UN D A S loves all. 200

O
’

er MO R N I N G T ON French prattle holds c ommand ;

HA ST ING S buys G erman phlegm a t second-hand ;

The dancer
’

s agile limbs w in D O R SE T
’

S choice ;

Whilst BR U D E N E L L dies enamou r
’

d ofa voice
’

Tis PE M B R O KE
’

S dearest pleasure to elOpe,

A nd B ILLY , best ofall things, loves
— a trope ;

My B I L L Y I to each his taste allow

Well said the dame , I w een, w ho kiss
’

d her cow .

Lo in the West the sun
’

s b road orb diSplay
’

d

O
’

er the Queen
’

s p alace, lengthens every shade

See the last loiterers now the M all resig
‘

n ;

E
’

en Poets go , that they may seem to dine

Y et, fasting, here I linger to complain .

Ah R O S E , G E O R G E R O S E Lwhat phrenzy fires your

brain !

IMITATIONS .

Torva lemna lupum sequitur lupus ipse capellam,

Florea rem cytasum sequitur lasciva capella ;

Te Corydon, O Alexi: trahit sua quemque
'

voluptas.

Me ramen urit amor quis enim modis ad sit amori.

A sPice aretta jugo refeiunt suspensa juvenci,
Et sol crescentes discendens duplicat umbras

Ah 'Corydon , Corydon, quae te dementia cepit ?

Semiputata t ibi frondosa
’

. Vitis in ulmo est .

O
\
u
_
in tu aliquid saltem, potins quorum indiget usus,

Viminibus, mollique paras detexere junco

Invenies alium
,
si te hic fastidit, A lexin .

0 2
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With pointless paragraphs the PO ST runs wild ,

And FO X
, a whole w eek long, is unrevil

’

d

O ur vouchers lie half- vamp
’
d, and w ithout end

Tax-bills on tax-bills rise to mend and mend .

These, or what more we need, some new deceit

Prepare to gull the Commons, when they meet .

Tho ’
scorn

’

d by B I L L Y , you ere long ma y find

Some other Minister, like LAN SDOWN E kind .

He ceas
’
d
,
w ent home, a te, d rank his fill, and then

Snor
’

d in his chair,
’

till supper came at ten .

NOTES .

Ver. 2 1 6. We flattered ourselves that this line migh t have enabled us to

ascertain the precise time when this eclogue was writ ten. We were, however,

disappointed , as on examining the file ofMorning Posts for 1 7 84, we could

not find a single week in which Mr Fox is absolute ly without some attack or
other . We suppose therefore our author here Speaks with the allowed lati.

tude ofpoetry.
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P R E TTYM AN .

Why wilt thou , BANK s, with me dispute the prize

Who is not cheated when a Parson lies

Since piou s Christians, ev
’

ry Sabbath
-day,

Must needs believe whate
’

er the C lergy say

In Spite ofa ll you Laity can do,

One lie from us is more than ten from vou

B ANK S .

O w itless lou t l in lies that touch the state,

W e, Country G entlemen, have far more w eight ;

Fic tion from us the public still must gull

Thev think w e
’

re honest, as they know we
’
re dull 20

P R E TTYM AN .

In v ou C athedral I a Prebend boast,

Themaiden bounty ofour gracious host !

Its yearly p rofits I to thee resign,

IfPITT pronounce not that the p alm is mine

B ANK S .

A Borough mine, a pledge far dearer sure,

Which in St Stephen
’

s gives a seat secure

IfP I T T to PR E TTYM A N the prize decree,

Henceforth C O R FE -CA STL E shall belong to thee !

NOTES .

Ver. 1 7 . Oitr poet here seems to d eviate from his general rule, by the ih

troduction ofa phrase which appears rather adap ted to the lower and less ele

vated strain ofpastoral than to the dialogue ofpersons ofsuch distinguished

rank . I t is, however, to be considered , that it is far from exceeding the

bounds ofpossibility to suppose, that, in certain ins tances , the epithet of

Wit less, and the coarfe designation of Lout,
” may be as applicable to

a dignitary ofthe church
, as to the most ignoran t and tlliterate rustic.
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P R E TaT YM AN .

Search through each office for the basest tool

B ear
’

d in JA CK R oB IN S O N
’

s abandon
’

d school ;

R O SE,beyond all the sons ofdulness, dull,

Whose legs a re scarcely thicker than his scull

Not R O SE , from all restraints ofconscience free,

In double-dealing is a match for me.

B ANK S .

Step from St. Sephen
’

s up to Leadenhall,

Where Europe
’

s crimes appear no crimes at all ;

Not Major SC OTT, w ith bright pagodas paid,
That w holesale dealer in the lying trade ;

No t he, howe
’

er important his design,

C an lie with impudence surpassing mine.

P R E TTYM A N .

Sooner the ass in fields ofarr shall graze,

Or W A R TON
’

S OdesWith j ustice claims the bays ;

Sooner shall mackrel on the plains disport,

O r M UL G R A VE
’

S hearers think his Speech too short ;

Sooner shall sense escape the prattling lips 6 "

3

OfC ap tain C H A R L E S, or C OL
’

N E L HE N R Y PH I P P S ;

IMITATIONS .

Ver. OL ~ Ante leves ergo pascentur in asthere cervi

Et freta destituent nudos in littore piss es .

NOTES

V er. 62 . The truth ofthis line must be felt by all who have read the

lyrical effusions ofMr. Warton
’

s competitors , whose odes were some time

since published , by Sir John Hawkins , Knight . The present passage must

be understood in reference to ph a se,
and not to the Laureat

’

s general talents.
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That deed , I w een, demands superior thanks

The British Commons w ere the d upes ofBA NK S .

P R ETTYM AN .

Say, in what regions are those fathers found,

For deep
-dissembling policy renow n

’

d ;

Whose subtle precepts for perverting truth,

To quick perfec tion train
’

d our patron
’

s you th ,

And taught him all the m y stery oflies

Resolve me this
,
and I resign the prize.

B ANKS .

Say, what that mineral, brought from distant climes, 95

Which screens delinquents, and absolves their c rimes

Whose dazzling ray s c onfound the Space between

A tainted strumpet and a spotless Q ueen

Which Asia
’

s Princes give , which Eu rope
’

s take ;

Tell this, dear D oc tor, and I yield the stake.

IMITATIONS .

Ver. 89 . Die quibus in terris, &c.

NOTES .

king dom,
for ensuring the success ofthat salutary and constitutional measure

,

which
,
through his friend Mr B ks, he had solemnly pled ged h imselfnot

How truly d oes this cond uct mark the statesman born I”

Dolus an virtus, qurs In hoste requirit ?

Ver. 98 . It must be ac knowledged that there is some obscurity in this

to adopt.

passage, as well as in the following line ,
‘ 4Wt h A sia

’

s princes give, which Europe
’

s take
and ofthis, certain sed itiou s , malevolent , disaffected cu ties hat e taken advan

tage, and have end eavoured
,
by a forced construction, to d iscover in them an

unwarrantable insmuation against the highest and most sacred characters ;

from which infamous imputation, however, we trust , the well-known and s e

knowledged loyalty ofour author
’
s princip les will sufficiently protect him.





MARGARET NICHOL S ON .

ARGUMENT.

Mr. WI LKE S and Lord HAW KE SB U RY alternately congratm

late each other on his Maj esty
’

s late happy Escape . The

one d escribes the Joy which pervad es the Country the other

sings the D angers from which ourConstitution has been pre

served . Though in the following Eclogu e our Au thor has

not selected any single one ofVzrgz
'

l for a close and exact

Parody, he seems to have had his Eye principally upon the

Vth, or the D APHN I S , which contains the Elegy and APO

THE Session Up :
'

the IND I A -B E NC H anpea s
’

d
,

The LAN SD OW NE S sa tisfied , the LOWTHE R S pleas
’

d ,

Each job dispatch
’

d -the T reasury boys depart,

A S various fancy prompts each you thful heart ;

P I TT ,
in chaste kisses seeking virtuous joy,

B egs Lady C HATH AM
’
S blessing on her boy ;

While MORN ING T ON , as vicious as he c an,

To fair R — L— N In vain affects the man

With Lordly BUCK ING I
-IAM retir

’

d at STow s ,

G R E NV I L L E , whose plodding brains no respite know ,

To prove next year, how our finances thrive
,

Schemes new rep orts, that two and two make five.

To plans ofE as tern j ustice hies D UN D A S

And comley V I L LAR S to his votive glass ;
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Well was that bounty measured , all must own,

That gave him halfofwha t he saved— a crown.

Bless
’

d the dull edge, for treason
’

s view s unfit,

Harm less as SY D NEY
’

S rage, or BEA R C R O FT
’
S w it.

Blush , clum sy patriots, for degenera te zeal,

W I L KE S had not guided thus the faithless steel

Round vour sad mistress flock, ye m aid s elect,

Whose charms severe your chastity protect ;

Sear
’
d by w hose glance, despairing love descries,

That virtue steals no triumph from your eyes .

R ound your bold master flock, ye mitred hive,

W ith anathems on Whigs his soul revive

Saints l whom the Sight ofhuman blood appals,

Save when to please the R oyal w ill it falls .

He breathes l he lives l the vestal choir advance,

E ach takes a bishop, and leads Up the dance,

N or dreads to break her long respec ted vow ,

For chaste— ah S trange to tell l— are bishop s now

Sa tufnian times return l— the age oftruth,

And— long foretold
— is come the virgin youth.

IMITATIONS.

Ver. 59 . Ergo alacris sylvas et ce tera rura voluptas,

Panaque pastoresque tenet, Dryadasque puellas .

V t r. 6T. Nee Iupus insidias peco
ri, &c.

Ver. 63. jam redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna.

NOTES .

Ver 46 Ira/f— a crow n Literally so.

Ver 63, 64 . I t is remarkable that these are the only lines which our Poet

has imitated from the IVth Eclogue (or the Pollio) ofVirg il . Perhaps the

d irect and obvious applicat ion ofthat whole Eclogue appeared to our au thor to

be an undertaking too easy for the exercis e ofhis superior talents ; or per

haps he felt himselftoo well anticipated
by a similar imitation ofPope

’

s
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Now sage professors, for their learni
ng

’

s curse,

D ie oftheir duty in remorseless verse :

N ow sen timental Aldermen CXp lI
‘

C

In prose ha lfflaming w ith the Muse
’

s fire ;

T lreir
’

s— while rich dainties swim on every plate

Their
’

s the glad toil to feast for Britain
’

s fate ;

Nor mean the gift the Royal grace afford s,

All shall be knights
— but those that shall be lords .

Fountain ofHonour, that art never d ry,

Touch ’d w ith whose drops ofgrace no thiefcan die ,

S till w ith new titles soak the delug
’
d land, 7 5

S till ma y we all be safe from KE T CH
’

S menac
’
d hand

JENKINSON .

Oh w ond
’

rous man, w ith a mo re w ond
’

rous Muse l

O
’

er my lank limbs thy strains a s leep diffuse,

Sweet a s w hen P I T T w ith words, disdainirrg end,

Toils to explain, y et scorns to comprehend .

Ah l whither had we fled , had that foul day
T orn him untimely from our a rms aw ay P

What ills had mark
’

d the age, had that dire thrust

Pierc
’

d his soft heart, and bow
’
d his bob to dust ?

G ods l to my labouring sight what phantoms rise 85
Here Juries triumph, and there droops Excise !

IMITATIONS .

Ver. 7 8. Tale tuum carmen nobis
,
divine Poeta,

Qr
'
ale sopor sessis in gramine.

NOTES.

Messiah, which was inserted some time srnce in one ofthe public papers . If

the author will favour u s With a corrected copy, adapted rather to the Pol lio

than the Messiah , we shall be happy to give It a place in our subsequent edi
tions

,
ofwhich we doubt not the good taste ofthe town will demand as many

as ofthe rest ofour celebrated bard
’

s immortal compositions.
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Fie
‘

rce fromdefeat, and with collected might,

The low -born Commons claim the people
’

s right

And mad for freedom ,
v ainly deem their own,

Their eye presumptuous dares to scan the throne .

See— in the general w reck that smothers all,

Just ripe for j ustice— see my HA ST I N G S fall .

Lo, the dear Major meets a rude repulse,

Though blazing in each hand he bears a B U L SE

Nor Ministers a ttend, nor Kings relent,

Though rich Nabobs so Splendidly repent.

See E D E N ’
S faith cxpos

’

d to sale again,

Who takes his plate, and learns his French in vain .

See countless eggs for us obscure the sky,

E ach blanke t trembles, and each pump is dry.

Far from good . things D UND A S is sent to roam ,

Ah l— w orse than banish
’

d— doom
’

d to live at home .

Hence dire illusions ! dismal scenes aw ay
Again he cries , What, w hat and all is gay .

Come, BR UN SW I CK
, come , great king ofloaves and

fishes,

Be bounteous S till to grant us all our w ishes

Tw ice every year with BE A U FOY as w e dine,

Pour
’

d to the brim— eterna l G eorge
— be thine

Tw o foaming cup s ofhis nec tareous j uice,
Which— new to god s

— no mortal vines produce.

To u s Shall BR UD E N E L-L sing his choicest airs,

And capering MUL G R AVE ape the grace ofbears ;

IMITATIONS .

Vet . 106. Sis bonus ; 0 ! felixque tuis

Ver. 1 0 7 . Poenla bina novo Spumantia laete quot— annis

Craterasque duo statuam tibi.

Ver. 1 0 9 . Vina nor/um fundum calathis Arvisia nectar.
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Fond though he was ofread ing all I wrote

No gift can better suit thy tuneful throat.

JE NK IN SON .

And thou this Scottish pipe, which JAM I E
’

S b reath

Inspir
’

d when living, and bequeath
’

d in death,

From lips unhallow
’
d I

’

ve preserv
’

d it long

Take the just tribute ofthy loyal song .

NOTES .

Vet . 1 30 . Nogifi
‘
can éetter suit t/gy firms}. The ungrateful people

ofEngland , we have too much reason to fear, may be ofa different opinion.

’

IMITATIONS .

Ver. 1 30 . A t tu sume pedum, quod cum me saspe rogaret

Non tulit Antigenes, et erat tum digons amari.

Ver. 134 . Est mihi

Fistula, Damoetas dono mihiquam dedit olim,

Er dixit moriens, Te nunc habet ista secundum
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In proud Pirrdarics next my Skill I try
’

d, 5
But SA L I S B

’

R Y w av
’

d his w and and check
’
d my pride

Write English, friend (he cry
’
d), be plain and flatter,

Nor thus c onfound your compliment and satire.

Even I , a critic by the King
’

s c ommand,

Find these here odes damn
’

d hard to understand . 1 0

Now then, O deathless theme ofWA R T ON
’
S Muse,

Oh grea t in War Oh glorious a t R evrews

While m any a rival anxious for the bavs,

Pursues thy virtues w ith relentless praise

While at thy levee smiling crowds appear,

Blest that thy birth
-day happens once a year

Like good SI R C E C I L , I to w oods retire
’

,

And w rite plain eclogues o
’

er my parlour fire .

Y et still for thee my loyal verse shall flow ,

Still, shou
’

d it please, to thee its charm s Shall owe ; 20

And well I ween , to each succeeding age,

Thy name Shall guard and con secrate my page .

Begin , my Muse l— s-AS W I L B E R FO R C E and BANK S

Late in the Lobby play
’

d their usual pranks,

W ithin a w ater-closet
’

s niche immur
’

d

(Oh that the treacher
’

ousgdoor w as unseeur
’

d),

His w ig awry, his papers On the ground,

D runk, and asleep , C HA R L E S JENK INSON they

-

found .

IMITATIONS.
,

Ver. I I . Nunc ego (namque super tibi, crunt, qui dicere laudcs

Vare, tuns CUpiant, et trrstia coudere bella)

Sylvestrem tenuimeditabor arundine musam .

Ver
’

. 1 8. Si quis tamen hss c quoque, siquia
Captus amore leger, te nostras, Vare, myricz

Te nemus omne canet, &c.

Chromis et Mna sylus in autro

Silenum pusri somno videre jacentem.
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Now all things haste to hear the master~talk

Here Fawns and Satyrs from the Bird-cage
-walk,

Here Centaur KENYON, and the Sylvan sage,

Whom BoWOOD guards to rule a purer age,

Here T w , B T, H

With many a minor savage in their rear,

Panting for treasons, riots , gibbets, blocks,

To strangle N OR TH
, to scalp and eat CHA R L E S Fox. 50

There H

Inur
’

d to s leep , and patient ofdebate ;

N appear,

’

s sober band in silence wait,

Firm in their ranks , each rooted to his chair

They sit, and w ave their wooden heads in air.

Less mute the rocks while tuneful Phoebus sung,

Less sage the critic brutes round Orpheus hung ;

For true and pleasant w ere the tales he told,

His theme great G E O R G E
’

s age , the age ofgold .

Ere G E O R G E appear
’

d a Briton born and bred ,

One general Chaos all the land o
’

erSpread

There lurking seeds ofadverse factions lay,

Which warm
’
d and nurtur

’
d by his dawning ray,

Sprang into life. Then first began to thrive

T he tender shoots ofyoung Prerogative ;

Then Spread luxuriant, when unclouded shone

The full meridian splendour ofthe throne .

IMlTATIONS .

Ver. 55 . Nec tantum Phoebe gaudet Parnassia tupes,

Nec tantum Rhodope miratur et Ismarus Orphca.

Ver. 57 . Namque canchar, utimagnum per inane coacta,

Semina terrarumque animaeque marisque fuissent,
Et liquidi simul ignis Ut his exordia primis

Omnia, et ipse tener mundiconcreverit orbis.

Va . 62 . Incipiant sylvae cum primum surgere

Jamque novumut terrec stupe
ant lucescere solem.
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Next to W I L L P I TT he past, so sage , so young, 85
SO eas

’

d with wisdom ,
and so arm

’

d with tongue

His breast with e very roy al virtue full,

Y et, strange to tell
, the minion OfJOHN BUL L .

Prepost
’
rous passion l say, what fiend possest,

Misguided youth, what phrenzy fir
’
d thy breast ?

’
Tis true, in senates, many a hopeful lad

Has rav
’

d in metaphor, and run stark mad

His friend, the heir- apparent OfMONT R O S E ,

Feels for his beak, and starts to find a nose ;

Y et at these times preserve the little share

Ofsense and thought intrusted to their c are

While thou with ceaseless folly, endless labour,

N ow coaxing JOHN , now flirting with his neighbour,
Hast seen thy lover from his bonds set free,

D a
‘

mning the shop
- tax, and himself, and thee.

Now good MA C PH E R S ON , whose pro lific muse

Begets false tongues, false heroes, and false new s,

IMITATIONS.

Ve t . 88. Pasaphaennivei solatur amore juvenci.

Ver. 89 . Ah virgo infehx quae te dementia cepit ?

Ver. 93. Praetides implerunt falsis mugitibus agros.

Ver. 9 6. Et saspe in lasvi qumsissent cornua fronte,

A t non , & c.

Ver. 9 9 . Ille latus niveum, Sec .

Ver. 10 1 . C laud ite nymphzf:

Dictaew nymphae, nemorum Jam claudite saltus,

Siquaforte ferant oculis sese Obvia nostris,

Errabunda bovis vestigia.

NOTES .

Ver. I O I . Goad Adar/Memo”, &c. ] This ingenious gentleman, who firs

signalized himselfby a bombast translation ofpoems wh ich never existed, i

now said Occasionally to indulge his native genius forfiction in paragraphs 0

poetical prosefor some ofour daily papers.
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From the high hustings spoke This pipe be thine, I I 5
This p ipe, the fav

’

rite present Ofthe Nine,

On whichW I L L WH ITEH E AD play
’

d thosepowerful
airs,

Which to ST. JAM E S
’

S drew reluctantMay
’
rs,

And forc’d stiff-j ointed Aldermen to bend ;

Sing thou on this thy SA L
’
SB U R Y , sing thy friend ; 1 20

Long mayhe live in thy protecting strains,

And HA TF I E LD vie with TE M P E
’

S fabled plains 1
”

Why should I tell th
’

election
’

s horrid tale,

Tha t scene Oflibels , riots, blood , and ale ?

There ofSAM HOUSE the horrid form appeared ;

R ound his white apron howling monsters reared

Their angry clubs mid broken heads they polled ;

And HOO D
’

S best sailors in the kennel rolled !

Ah l why MA HON
’

S disastrous fate record ?

Alas 1 how fear can change the fiercest lord

See the sad sequel Ofthe grocers
’

treat

Behold him darting up St. James
’

s-street,

Pelted , and sear
’

d by BR OOKE
’

S hellish sprites,

An d vainly fluttering round the door ofWH ITE
’

S

All this, and more he told , and every w ord

With silent aw e th
’

attentive striplings heard ,

When, bursting on their ear,stern PE A R S ON
’

S note

Proclaim
’

d the question put, and called them forth to vote .

IMITATIONS .

Ver. 1 2 7 . (Qid loquar-P - Scyllum quam fama secuta est
Candida succinctam latrantibus inguina monstiis

gurgite in altO

Ah timidos nautas canibus lacerasse marinis .

Ver.
’

132 . A ut ut mutatos Tereinorraverit artus

Q as illi Philomela dapes, qum dona pararit,

Quo cursfi deserta petiverit , 8: quibus ante
l nfelix sua tecta supervolitae crit alis.
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Joyful no more ( thO
’

T OM M Y sp oke so long)
Wa s high

-born HOWA R D
’

S cry, or PowNE Y
’
s pratt

ling tongue.

Vain w as thy roar, NI A H ON l— tho
’

loud and deep 2 1

No t ou r ow n G I L B E R T could be rous
’

d from sleep .

NO bargain yet the tribe ofPH I P P s had made

LAN SD OWNE l y ou sought in vain ev
’

n MUL GR A V E
’
S

aid ;

NIUL G R A V E— at whose harsh scream in w ild surprise,

The speechless Speaker lifts his drow sy eyes .

Ah ! hapless dav l s till as thy hours return ,

Le t Jesuits , Jew s, and sad D issenters mourn l

Each quack and sympathizing j uggler groan,
VJhile bankrup t brokers echo moan for m oan .

Oh l m uch- lov
’

d peer !

friend l

How does thy alter
’
d state my bosom rend .

my p atron l
— inodel 1

A las l the w ays Ofcourts are strange and dark l

P I TT scarce w ould make thee now— a T ieasury

c lerk l
”

S tung with the maddening thought, his griefs, hisfears

D issolve the p laintiffcounceilor in teen s . 36

How oft, he cries
,

has w retched LAN SD OWNE

said

Curs
’

d he the toilsome hours hy sta tesmen led f

Oh ha
'

a
’
hind heaven ordaz

'

n
’

a
’
my humhlerfare

A country genzleman
’

s— ofrmall estate

irh Piice and Priestly in some distant grow ,

Blest I had led the lowly 11
°

3 I low .

Thou
,
Price, had deign

’

d to ca lcula te myflochs

Thou, Priestley l soo
’

d themfrom the lzghtm
'

ng shoots !

Unknown the storms and tempest: ofthe state 45

Um ell the mean ambition to he great ;
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Tremendous book -thou motley magazine

Ofstale severities, and pilfer
’
d spleen

0 ! rich in ill l —within thy leaves entwin
’

d,

What glittering adders lurk to sting the mind .

Satire
’
3 Museum —with S I R A SHT ON

’

s lore,

The naturalist ofmalice eyes thy store

R anging, with fell Virtfi, his poisonous tribes

Ofembryo sneers, and anam alcule gibes .

Here insect puns their feeble w ings expand

To Speed, in little flights, their lord
’

s command

There, in their paper Chrysalis, he sees

Specks ofbon mo ts, and eggs ofrepartees .

In modern Spirits ancient wit he steeps ;

Ifnot its gloss, the reptile
’
s venom keep s

Thy quaintness
’

D UNN I N G l but without thy sense

And ju st enough ofB — t, for offence.

On these lov
’
d leaves a transient glance he threw

But Weighter themes his anxious though ts pursue.

D eep senatorial pomp intent to reach,

With ardent eyes he hangs o
’

er LAN S D OWNE
’

S Speech .

Then, loud the you th proclaims the enchanting words

That chatm
’
d the noble natures

”
ofthe lords.

Lost and ohseur
’

d inBowood
’

s humhle how
’

r,

Noparty tool— no candidatefor pow
’

r

I come, my lords ! an hermitfrom my t ell,

afew hlunt truths in my plain style to tell.

Highly I praise your late commercial plan ;

Kingdoms should all unite— lihe man and man.

The French love peaeeA— amhition they detest ;

B ut Cherburg
’

sfrightful works d eny me rest.
m th joy I see new wealthfor B ritain shipp

’

a
'
,

Lisbon
’
s a ftoward child and should be Whipp

’
d. I IO
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"

Yet Portugal
’

s our old and best ally,

find G a llicfaith is but a slender tie.

l ldy lords ! the manufac turer
’

s afool
The clothier, too, hnows~nothing about wool ;

a05

Cfi

Their interests still demand our constant care ;

Their g riefs are mine— theirfears are my despair.

[My lords my soul is big with dire alarms ;

T urks , G ermans , R ussians, Prussians, all in arms

A noble Pole I’mproud to call himfriend I)
Tells me ofthing s I cannot comprehend .

Your lord ship
’

s hairs would stand on end to hear

Jldy last dispa tchesfrom the G rand Vizier.

Thefears ofD antzick-m ei‘chants can
’
t be told ;

Accountsfrom C racow mahemy blood run cold .

The sta te ofPortsmou th , and ofPlymouth D ocks, 1 25

Tour Trade— your Taxes
— d rmy

— Navy
— Stocbs

d ll haunt me in my dreams ; and , when I rise,
The bank ofEng land scares my open eyes.

I see— I hnawfime dreadful storm is brewing ;
Arm a ll your coasts— your navy is your ruin .

I say it still ; but ( let me be believed)

I n this your lordships have been much decei
‘U
’

d .

A noble D uke afirms, I lihe his plan
I never did, my lords

— I nev er can

Shame on the slanderous breath which dares instill I 35

That I
, who now condemn, aduifd the ill.

Plain w ords, thanb Heav
’

n are always understood

I could approve, I saidm but not I w ou
’

d .

d nxious to make the noble D uke content,

Jldy view wasjust to seem to g ive consent, 1 40

While all the world might see that nothing less was

meant.
”

While JEKY L L thus, the rich exhaus tless store

OfLANSDOWNE
’

S rhetoric ponders o
’
er and o

’

er ;

CO
N

60
5

fl

aH

a
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And , wrapt in happier d reams offuture days,

His patron
’

s triumphs in his own surveys ;

Admiring barristers in crouds resort

From Figtree
-Brick -Hare -Pump — and G arden

court.

Anxious they gaze
— and w atch w ith Silent aw e

The mo tley son ofpolitics and law .

Meanwhile , w ith softest smiles and c ourteou s bow s, 1 50

He, graceful bending, greets their ardent v ow s .

uThanks, generous friends ,
”
he c ries

,
kind Tem

plers, thanks I

Tho
’

now ,
w ith LA NSD OWNE

’

S band your JEKY L L

ranks ,

Think not, be wholly quits blad e
- letter cares ,

Still— still the lawyer with the sta tesman shares .

Bu t, see l the shades ofnigh t o
’

erspread the skies l

Thick fogs and vapours from the Thames arise .

Far different hopes ou r separate toils inspire

To parchment you , and precedent retire .

With deeper bronze you r darkest looks imbrown ,

Adju s t yo ur brow s for the demurring frow n

Brood o
’

er the fierce rebutter s ofthe bar,
And brave the issue ofthe gowned w ar.

M e, a ll unpractis
’
d in the bashful mood

,

Strange, novice thoughts , and alien cares delude .

Y es
,
modest E loquence l ev

’

n I muS t c ourt

For once, with mimic vow s , thy coy support

Oh I would
’

s t thou lend the semblance ofmy charms
'

Feign
’

d agita tions, and a ssum
’

d alarms l
’
Tw ere a ll I

’

d ask — bu t for one day alone

To ape thy downcast look
— my suppliant tone

To pause
— and bow w ith hesitating grace

Here try to faulter
— there a w ord misplace

Long
-banish

’

d blushes this pale cheek to teach,

And act the miseries ofa maiden speech.
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PRELIMINARY D ISCOURSE,

THE EDITOR .

HAVING , in the year seventeen hund red
and seventy- six, put forth A H I ST OR Y or

MUS I C , in five volumes quarto (which buy),
notwithstanding my then avocations as Jus
tice ofthe Peace for the county ofMiddle

sex and city and liberty ofWestminster ; I ,
Sir John Hawkins, ofween- square, West

minster, Knight, do now , being still of

sound health and understanding , esteem it

my bounden duty to Step forward as Editor

and R evisor ofTHE PR O BA T I ONA R Y OD E S .

My grand reason for undertaking so arduous
a task is this : I do from my soul believe
that Lyric Poe try is the own , ifnot twin

Sister ofMusIC wherefore , as I had before
gathered together every thing that any way

(L 2
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relates to the one, with what consistency
could I forbear to collate the best effusions

of the other in— I
‘

Shou ld premise, that in
Volume the first ofmy quarto history, chap .

i. page 7 , I lay it down as a principle never
to be departed from , that, The Lyre is

the prototype of the yidicin
'

al species . And

accordingly I have therein discussed at large ,
both the origin, and variou s improvements

ofthe Lyre , from the Tortoise- shell scooped
and strung by Mercury on the banks ofthe

Nile , to the Testudo, exquisitely polished by
Terpand er, and exhibited to the E gyptian
Priests. I have added also many choice en

gravings ofthe various antique Lyres, viz.

the Lyre ofG oats-horns, the Lyre
i

ofBulls

horns, the
'

Lyre ofShells, and the Lyre of

bo th Shells and Horns compounded from
all which , I flatter myself, I have Indubitably

proved the Lyre
i

to be very far superior to
the Shank bone of a . c rane, or

"

any other
Pike , Fistula, or Calamus, either of Or

pheus
’

s or Linus
’

s invention ; ay, or even
the best ofthofe pulsatile instruments, com

mouly known by the denomination ofthe

d rum .

Forasmuch
,
therefore, as all this was fit
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to
‘

sit and sing his hymns in honour ofthat
G od . Would to heaven that the

, Bench of

Bishops would , in some degree , adopt this

excellent idea l— or at least that the Dean

and Chapter ofWestminster, and the other
Managers of the Abbey Music Meetings,

would in future allot the occasional vacan
cies ofMadam e Mara’

s seat in the Cathed ral
Orchestra, for the reception ofthe reigning
Laureat , during the performance of that

favourite constitutional ballad , May . the

King live for ever ‘” It must be owned ,

however, that the Laureatship is already a

very kingly settlement one hund red a year,
toge ther with a tierce ofC anary , or a butt
of sack, are surely most princely endow

ments , for the honour ofliterature and the

ad vancemen t ofpoetical genius . And hence

( thank God and the King for it !) there
scarcely ever has been w anting some great
and good man both willing and able to sup

ply so important a charge .
— At one time we

find that great immortal genius, .Mr. Thomas

Shadw ell (better known by the names of

0 g and Mac Flecknoe), chanting the pre

rogative praises ofthat blessed sera .
—At a

nearer period , we observe the Whole force of
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Colley Cibber
’

s genius devoted to the la

hours of the same reputable employment .

—And finally, in the example ofa White
head

’

s Muse , expatiating on the virtues of
our gracious Sovereign , have we not beheld
the best ofPoets, in

’

the best of Verses,
doing ample j ustice to the best ofKings
The fire ofLyric Poesy, the rapid lighten
ing ofmodern Pindarics , were equally re

quired to record the Virtues of the Stuarts ;
or to immortalize the Talents ofa Bruns
Wick .

-Ou either theme there was ample
subj ect for the boldest flights ofinven tive
genius, the full scope for the mos t daring
powers ofpoetical creation 3 from the free ,
unfe ttered strain of liberty in honour

’

of

Charles the First, to the kindred G enius and

c
’

ongenial Talents that immortalize the Wis-i
dom and the Worth ofG eorge the Third .

But on
“

no occasion has the . ardou r for pre
rogative panegyrics so conspicuously flamed

forth , as on the late election for succeeding

to Whitehead ’

s honours . To account

for this unparalleled struggle , let us recol

lect, tha t the ridiculou s reform s ofthe late

Parliament having cu t offmany gentlemanly
efiices , it was a necessary consequence that
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the few which w ere spared , became obj ects
ofrather more emulation than usual . Be~

sides , there is a d ecency and regularity in
producing at fixed and certain period s ofthe
year, the same se ttled quantity ofmetre on

the same unalterable subjec ts , which cannot

fail to give a particular attrac tion to the

Office ofthe Laureatship , at a crisis like the
present .

- It is admitted , that w e are now in

possession ofmuch sound er judgment , and

more regulated taste , than our ancestors had
any idea of5 and hence , does it not imme

diately follow , that the occupancy ofa poeti
cal ofiice, Which , from its uniformity ofsub
jec t and limitation ofdu ty, precludes all hasty
extravagance ofstyle , as well as any plurality
ofefforts, is sure to be a more pleasing objec t
than ever to gentlemen of regu lar habits
and a becoming degree ofliterary indolence ?
Is it not evident too, that in compositions of
this kind , all fermentation '

ofthought is cer

tain in a very short time to subside and settle

into mild and gentle composition— till at

length the possessors ofthis grave and or

d erly office prepare their stipulated return of

m etre, by as proportionate and gradual exor
tions, a s many o ther classes ofindustrious
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rush forward , with unfeigned ardour, to de-z
light the world by the united efforts of

liberal genius and constitutional loyalty .

The illustrious candidates assemble— the

wisest OfEarls sits as judge— the archest of
Buffos becomes his assessor— the Odes are

read — the elec tion is determined— how justly
is not for us to decide . To the great Tri-a

bunal ofthe public the whole ofthis im

portant contest is now — Every
document that can illustrate , every testimony
that tend s to support the respective merits of
the Probationers, is impartially communi~

cated to the world of letters .
—Even the

Editor Ofsuch a collec tion may hope for
some reversionary fame from the humble,
but not inglorious task , Of collecting the

scattered rays ofG eniu s .
-At the eve Ofa

long
- laborious life, devoted to a

‘

sister Muse
“

( Vide my History, printed for T . Payne and

Son, at the Mew s-aGate), possibly it may not
’

wholly appear an irregu lar vanity, ifI some

times have entertained a hope , that my tombi
may no t want the sympathetic record of

Poetry-e— I av '

my motive .

It is with this expec tation I appear as an
Editor on the present occ asion — (The Au :
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thors whose compositions I collect for public
notice are twenty- three . The Odd s ofsur

vivorship , according to Doc tor Price are,

that thirteen ofthese will outlive m e , my

selfbeing in c lass III . ofhis ingenious tables .

— Surely, t herefore , it is no mark ofthat

sanguine disposmon which my enemies have
been pleased to ascribe to me , ifI d eem it

possible that some one ofthe same thirteen
will requite my protection oftheir harmo

nious effusions with a strain Ofelegiac gra

titude, saying , possibly (pardon m e, ye Sur

vivors that may be , for presuming to hint

the thought to mind s so richly fraught as

yours are) saying , I say ,

Here lies Sir john Hawkins,
Wit hout his shoes or stockings

Said Survivors are not bound
'

to said Rhime, ifnot

agreeable.
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[TH E Fo L LowING excellent observations on the L y me

S I Y L E , hav e b een kind ly

'

communicated to the ED ITOR by

the Re v . THOMA S W'

A R TON .
-They appear to have been

taken almost verbatim from several ofthe former works of

that ingenious au thor ; but chiefly from his late edition of

M ZIOIZ
’
J ill i/m a . We sincerely hope, therefore, that they

may serve the double purpose ofenriching the present col
;

lection
,
and ofattracting the public attention to that very

critical work from which they are principally extrac ted ]

THOUGHTS ON ODE WR ITING .

QAH Mom—

n Carmen , Cantus, Cantilena,

Chanson , Canzone , all signifywhat, Anglice,
we denominate ODE—a—Among the Greeks ,

Pindar among the Latins, Horac e ; with
the Italians, Petrarch ; with the French,
Boileau are the principes hujusce scientiae

-Tom Killegrew took the lead in English

Lyrics and , indeed , till our own Mason,

was nearly unrivalled— Josephus Miller too
hath penned som ething Ofthe Odaic , z

’

m‘

er

his Opera Mz
'

norez.
'My grandfather had a

MS . Ode on a Gilliflower, the which, as our
family had it, was an esguz

'

sse ofGammer

Gurton
’

s and I myselfhave seen various

Cantilenes OfStephen D uck
’

s ofa
‘ pure re-a

lish — OfShadwell, time hath little impaired
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u — Spenser has it also in Astrophel . st . 7 .

WhereofI earnestly recommend early rising

to all minor Poets , as far be tter than sleep
ing to concoct surfeits . Vid . Apology for
Smec tymnuus -For the listening toThrostles
or Thrushes , awaking the [art/err Sun, is an
unreproved or innocent pastime : A s also

are cranks , by which I understood cross pur
poses . Vid . my Milton, 4 1 . Fz

’

llz
’

ng a wg
f
e

wit/z a dang/afarfair ,
”
is not an unclassical

notion (vid . my Milton, if, according
to Sir Richard Brathwaite , She had fia dim

pled chin, made for love to lodge within
”

(Vid . my Milton , While the cock,

vid . the same , 4 4 .
—Indeed , My mother

said I could be no lad , till I -was twentye,

is a passage I notice in my Milton with a

view to this ; which see ; and therein also

ofa shepherdess, z
‘

aézhg tbe z
‘

a/e.
—
’

Twere
w ell likewise ifBard s learned the R ebeck,
or R ebible , being a species ofFidd le ; for

it solaceth the fatigued Sp l l
‘

l tmuch ; though
to say

'

the tru th , we have it ; ‘

tis present
death for Fiddlers to tune their Rebecks, or
R ebibles

,
before the great Turk ’

s grace .

‘

However, Maid/kiwi : Game ofCberr is good
for a Poet to peruse, having quaint phrases
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fitting to éemarried to immortal
f
verre. JOSHUA

POOL E , ofClare-hall, I also recommend as

an apt guide for an alumnus ofthe Muse .

— Joshua edited a choice Parnassus, 1 65 7 ,

in the which I find many delicious , mel

low hangings
”

ofpoesy .
-

'

He is undoubt
ed ly a sonorous dactylist -and to him I

add Mr. Jenner, Proctor ofthe Commons,
and Commissary of St . Paul

’

s , who is a

g en tleman ofindefatigable politeness in open
ing the Archives ofa Chapter-house for the
d electation ofa sound critic . Torte/1

’

s Songs

and Sonnet : ofuncertain Auctourer is likewise

a awful, or. plenteous work . I conclud e

with assuring the Public , that my brother
remembers to have heard my father tell his
(i. e . my brother

’

s)first wife
’

s second ~cou~

sin, that he ,
’

once, at Magdalen College,

Oxford , had it explained to him , that the

famous passage His reasons are as two

grains ofwheat hid in two bushels ofchaff,
”

has no sort ofreference to verbal criticism
and stale quotations .



RECOMMENDATORY

TESTIMONIES .

[ACCO R D ING to the old and laudable usage ofEditors, we

shall now present our R eaders with the judgments ofthe

learned concerning our Poets .
— These Testimonies, ifthey

proceed from c ritical pens, cannot fail to have due influence

on all impartial observers . They par: an author from one

end ofthe kingdom to the other, as rapid ly as the pauper

Certificates ofMagistracy .
— Indeed , it were much to he

wished, that as we have no S tate Licenser ofPoetry, it

might at least be made penal, to put forth rhymes without

previously prod ucing a certain number ofsureties for their

goodness and utility ; which precaution, ifassisted with a

few
‘

other regulations, such as requiring all Practitioners in

Verse to take out a License, in the manner ofmany other

Dealers in Spirits, &c . could not fail to introduce good

order .among this class Ofauthors, and also to bring in a

hand some sum toward s the aid ofthe public revenue.“

Happy indeed will be those Bard s, who are supplied with

as reputab le vouchers as those which are here subjoined .)

Testimoniar ofSir ,
JOSE PH MAWB EY

’

r good

P am‘

sfer P oetry .

MISS HANNAH MORE .

S I R JOSE PH, with the gentlest sympathy,
begged me to contrive that he should meet
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OF THE SAME.

By JONAS HANWAY ,
Erq.

IN short , these poor children who are

employed in sweeping our chinmies, are not

treated halfso w ell as so many black Pigs
nor, indeed , a hund red th part so w ell, w here
the la tter have the good fortune to belong
to a benevolen t m aster , such as Sir Joseph
Mawbey

— a man who , notwithstanding he

is a bright Magistra te , a diligen t Voter in
Parliament , and a chaste husband , is never
thcless author ofnot a few fancies in the

poetical w ay .

”

Tbozzg/ytr on our ravage Trea tment ofCbimaey-rweejerr.

Tertimam
’

er iii Faw ar ofSir CE C I L WR
‘

A Y,

B art .

D R . STRATFORD

A L CA ND E R , thou
’

rt a God , more than a God !

Thou
’
rt pride ofall the Gods— thou mount

’
st by woes

Au thor of58 Traged ies, on ly one ofwhich, to the dis

grace ofour Theatres, has yet appeared .
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Hell squeaks, Eurus and Auster shake the skies

Yet shall thy barge dance through the hissing wave,

And on the foaming billows float to heaven
Epistle to Sir Cecil Wray , under tbe

Cbaracter ofAlerter/er.

OF THE SAME .

By MR S . GEORGE ANNE BELLAMY .

I WA S Sitting one evening (as ind eed
I was wont to do when ou t ofcash) astride
the ballustrade ofWestminster- bridge, with
my favourite little d og under my arm . I

had that day parted with my diamond wind

mill . -Life was never very d ear to me -but

a thousand thoughts then rushed into '

my

heart , to jump this world , and spring into
eternity .

- I d etermined that my faithful

Pompey should bear me company .
—I press

ed him close , and actually stretched out ,

fully resolved to plunge into the stream ;
when , luckily (ought I to call it so that

charming fellow (for such he then was), Sir

Cecil Wray, catching hold ofPompey ’

s tail,

pulled him back , and with him pulled back
me .

- In a moment I found myselfin a clean

R 2
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hackney- coach , d rawn by g rey horses, with
a remarkable civil coachman , fainting In my

Cecil
’

s arms 5 and though I then lost a little

diamond pin, ye t (contrary to what I hear
has been asserted) I NE VE R prosecuted that

gallant Baronet ; who , in less than a fort
night after , with his u sual wit and genius,

dispatched me the following extempore
poem

While you prepar
’

d , d ear Anne, on Styx to sail

Lo one d og sav
’d you by another

’

s tail.

To which , in little more than a month ,
I

penned , and sent the following reply

You pinch
’
d my dog,

’
tis true, and check ’d mv sail

But then my pin
— ah

,
there vou squeez

’d my tail .

Niiztb volume ofMrs . George Alana Bellamj
’

s Apology ,

71070 prepa rmgfl ; toepress .

Testimony oftbe great P arts ofCONST A N

T INE , LO R D MUL G RA VE , and bis Brea

t/Jreiz.

MR . BOSWELL .

AM ONG those who will vote for con

tinning the Old established number ofour
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to forge the omnipotent bolts ofyour In
comparable thunder .

Appeim
'
ix toM “

. Boswell
’
s P ampblet on toe Scott/J judges.

Testimony ofNA T HA N I EL

'

WILL I AM

WR A‘X A L L , E sg . bis great Merit .

LORD MONBODDO .

S I NCE I put forth my last volume, I

have read the excellent Ode ofMr. Wrax

all, and was pleased to find that bold apos
trOphe in his d elicious lyric ,

Hail, Ouran Outangs Hail, Anthropophagi

My principles are now
’

pret ty univer
sally known ; but on this occasion I will

repeat them ’

succinctly . I believe , from the

bottom ofmy soul, that all mankind are ab

solute Ouran Outangs . That the feudal

tenu res are the great cause ofour not rew

taining the perfect appearance ofQurans
That human beings originally moved on all

foursow

’

l
’

ha t we had be tter move in the same

way again
- “ That there has been giants
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ninety feet high— That such giants ought

to have moved on all fours— That w e all

continue to be Ouran Outangs still— some

m ore so , some less -but that NathanielWil
liam Wraxall, E sq . is the truest Ouran Ou

tang in G reat Britain, and therefore ought

immediately to take to all fours, and e spe
cially to make all his motions in Parliament

in that way .

P ostscript to Lord
' llfonooa’alo

’

s Ancient tWetaplgysies .

Testimony ofthe grea t P owersfor P oesy , in
note in M I CHAEL ANG ELO TA Y L OR , E sq.

D R . BURNEY .

I SHA LL myself compose Mr . Taylor’

s

Ode His m erit I admire his origin I
have traced — He is descended from M

John Taylor , the famous Water Poet , who
with good natu ral talents, never proceeded
farther in education than his accidence .

John Taylor was born in G loucestershire .
— I

find that he was bound apprentice to a

Waterman- but in process oftime kep t a
R 4
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public house in Phoenix-alley, Long-acre it .

R ead John’

s modest recital Ofhis humble
culture

I must confess I do want eloquence,

And never scarce did learn my Accid ence ;

For having got from Possum to Posset,

I there was gravell
’
d , nor could farther get.

John w rote fourscore books , but died
1 65 4 . Here you have John

’

s Epitaph

Here lies the water Poet, honest John,
Who rowed on the streams ofHelicon ;

Where, having many rocks and d angers pasr,
He at the haven ofheav ’

n arrived at last .
”

There is a print ofJohn , holding an oar

in one hand , and an emp ty purse in the

other . —Motto —E t naoeo,
'm eaning the oar

-E t careo, meaning the cash .
- It is too

bold a venture to predic t a close analogy
’

twixt and Miebael —Sure
i

am I ,

IfMichael goeth on , as Michael hath begun,
Michael will equal be to famous Taylor John .

This anecdote was majestically inserted in my manuscript
copy ofHandel

’
s Commemoration, by that Great Personage

to whose judgment I submitted it. (I take every occasion of

shewing the insertion as a good puff.
-I wish, however, the

same hand had subscribed for the book .) I did not publish any

ofthe said alterations in that work
,
reserving some ofthem

for my edition ofTbe Tayloria
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Office ofPoet Laureat , late in the occupation
ofWilliam Whitehead , E sq . d efunct

G . HARD INGE .

Testimony in Fa'vonr ofSir R I CHA R D H ILL ,

B art .

LORD GEORGE GORDON .

To tbe E D I TOR ofthe PUB L I C AD VE R T I SE R .

M R . PR INTE R ,

I CA L L upon all the Privy Council,

Charles Jenkinson , Mr. Bond
, and the Lord

Mayor ofLondon , to protec t my person from
the Popish Spies set over m e by the Cabinet
OfWilliam Pitt — On Thursday u lt . having
read the Ode ofmy friend , Sir Richard , in
a print am icable to m y P rotes tan t B rethren ,
and approving it , I accord ingly visited that

piou s Baronet , who , ifcalled on
,
will verify

the sam e — I then told Sir R ichard what I

now repea t , that George the Third ought to

send aw ay all PapistAmba ssadors . Ijoin

ed Sir R ichard
,
L ady Hill, and her cousin,

in an excellent hymn , turned from the l st
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ofMatthew,
by Sir Richard — I hereby re

commend it to the eighty Societies ofPro
testants in G lasgow ,

knowing it to be sound

orthodox truth ; for that purpose, Mr. Wood

fall, I now entrust it to your special care ,
conjuring you to print it, as you hOpe to be

saved .

Salmon begat Booz

Booz begat Obed

Obed begat Jesse, so as

Jesse begat
‘

David .

AMEN .

And I am , Sir,

Your humble Servant
,

GEO . GORDON .

Testimony in Favour ofMAJORJOHN ScOTT
’

:

P oetical Talents .

WARREN HASTINGS, E 59.

172 an Extractfrom a private L etter to (2
’

Great P emon e.

I TRUST , therefore , that the rough
i

d ia

mond s will meet with your favourable con
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struction . They will be d elivered by my ex

cellent friend , Major John Scott, who, in

obedience to my orders, has taken a seat in

Parliamen t, and published sund ry tracts on

my integrity . I can venture to recommend
him as an impenetrable arguer , no man

’

s

propositions flowing in a m ore d eleterious
stream ; noman'

s expressions so little hang
ing on the thread ofopinion . He has it in

command to compo se the best and most

m agnificent Ode on your Majesty’s birth
day .

What can I say more ?
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’
S ASCENSION

having agreed for the same , a t a very mo~

d erate ra te per hou r ( I paying all charges
ofinfiating , and standing to repairs), at nine
in the morning , on Friday, the 2 8 th ofsaid

month
,
I repaired to Chris t- Church m eadow ,

with my ballast, provision s, cat, Speaking
trumpet , and other nece ssaries — It was my

first d esign to have invited D r. Joseph to

have ascend ed with me ; but apprehending
the m alicious construc tion t ha t might follow
on this , as if, forsooth, my intend ed ode

w as to be a joint produc tion ,
I e

’

en m ade up

my m ind to mount alone — My provisions
principally consisted ofa small pot ofstew ed

prunes, and ha lfofa plain d iet - bread cake ,

both prepared , and kind ly presen ted to m e ,

by the same ingenious hand w hich had fa

briCated the Balloon . I had also a small

subsidiary stock
,
viz . a loafofSandwiches ,

three bottles ofOld ale
,
a pin t ofbrandy, a

sallad ready mixed , a roll ofcollared eel, a

cold goose, six dam son tartlets , a few china

oranges, and a roas ted pig ofthe Chinese

breed ; together with a small light barome

ter
,
and a proper S tore ofw riting u tensils ;

‘

but no note , m emorandum , nor loose hint

ofany kind , so help me God l -My aseen
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sion was majestic, to an uncomm on degree
oftardiness . I was soon constrained , there
fore , to lighten . my Balloon , by throwing out
som e part ofmy ballas t, which consisted of

my own History of-Poetry, my late edition of
Milton ’

s Minora, my Miscellaneous Verses,
Odes, Sonnets, Elegies, Inscriptions, Mono

dies, and Complaints ; my Observations on

Spencer, the King
’

s last Speech, and Lord
Mon tm orres

’

s pamphlet on the Irish Reso

lutions . On throwing out his Lord
‘
ship

’

s

E ssay , the Balloon sprang up surprisingly ;
but the w eight ofmy provisions still re tard
ing the elevation ,

I was fain to part with
both volum es ofmy Spencer, and all ofmy

last edition ofPoem s, except those that are
m arked w ith an asterisk , as never before
printed : which very quickly accelera ted my

ascension . I now found the barome ter had
fallen four inches and six lines, in eight mi

nu teS .
— In less than eleven minutes after ‘

I

had ascended very considerably indeed , the
barometer having then fallen near seventeen
inches and presently after I en tered a thick

black Cloud , which I have since found ren

d ered me wholly obscured to all Observation .

In this Situation , I lost no time to begin my
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O de ; and , accordingly, in the course of

twenty- five minutes , I produced the very
lines which now commence it . The judi
c lous critic will notice , that absence ofthe

plain and trite style which mark the passage
I refer to ; nor am I so uncandid to deny the
powerful effi cacy ofmist , darkness, and ob

scurity , on the sublim e and mysterious topics
I there touch ou— It cannot fail also to strike
the intelligent observer , that the expression
so much commented on , of No echoing

car ,
”

car in which I myselfwas then seated

Finding , howeve r
, that, together with the

inc reased d ensity ofthe overshadowing c loud ,
the coldness a lso was proportionably in

w as obviously suggested by that very

c reased , so as at one time to freeze my ink
completely over for near twenty minutes, I
thought it prud ent, by means ofopening the
valve at the vortex ofmy Balloon , to emit

part ofthe ascending power . This occa

sinned a proportioned d escen t very speedily
but I mutt not overlook a phaenomenon

which had previously occurred .
-It was

this : on a sudden the nibs ofall my pens

(and I took up forty-eight, In compliment to

the number ofmy Sovereign
’

s years) as if
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a quick re - ascension ; when immediately,
though much pinched with the cold , the

m ercu ry having suddenly fallen twen ty- two

inches, I set about my concluding stanza,

viz . that which treats ofhis Majesty ’

s most

excellen t chastity. And here I lay my claim

to the indulgence ofthe c ritics to that part
ofmy ode ; for what with the shock I had

received in striking on the weather~ cock,
and the effec t Ofthe prunes which I had now

nearly exhau sted , on a sudden I found my
selfvery much disord ered ind eed . Candour
required my ju st touching on this circum
c rance ; but d elicacy must veil the partien
lars in eternal Oblivion . At length, having
completed the grea t obj ect ofmy ascent, I

now re -aopened the valve , and descended

with great rapidity . They only who have
t ravelled in Balloons, can imagine the sin

cere joy ofmy heart, a t perceiving D r . Jo

seph can tering up a turnip-field , near Kid
lington Common , where I landed exac tly at

a quarter after two o
’

;clock having , from
my first elevation , completed the period of

five hours and fifteen minu tes fou r ofwhich,
with the frac tion often second s , w ere en

tirely devoted to my Ode .
— D r . Joseph quite

hugged m e in his arms
,
and kind ly lent me
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a second wig (my own being thrown over at
the time ofmy striking), which, with his
usual precaution , he had brought in his poc
ket, in case ofacciden ts . I take this occa

sion also to pay my thanks to Thomas Gore ,
E sq . for fome excellent milk -punch, which .

he directed his butler to furnish m e with

m ost opportunely ; and which I then thought

the molt folacing beverage I ever had regaled
withal . D r Joseph and myselfreached Ox
ford in the D illy by five in the evening, the

populace most handsomely taking off the

horses for fomething m ore than the last half

m ile
, in honour ofthe first LiteraryAreonaut

ofthese kingdom s

A : witnerr my bana
’

this 22d ofMay , 1 7 8 5 ,

THOMAS WARTON .

CERTIFICATE .

Count 0 0x rd to t

225141145; TH I S Is to certIfy , to all

whom it m ay concern , That the aforesaid
Thomas and Joseph Warton came before
m e

,
one ofhis Majesty

’

s Justices ofthe Peace
for the said coun ty, and did solemnly make

oath to the truth ofthe above case .

His

Sworn before me
,
JOHN “

i
t WEYLAND .

Mark .

S 2
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ON the demise ofthe late excellent Bard ,
William Whitehead , E sq . Poet Laureat to
his Majes ty , it was d ecided ly the opinion of

his Maje sty’s great superintendan t Minister,
that the said office should be forthwith de
c lared elec tive , and in fu ture continue so ;

in order as well to provide the ablest succes
sorw on the present melancholy occasion

, as

also to secure a due preference to superior
talen ts, upon all future vacancies it was in

consequence ofthis determination ,
that the

following Public Notice issued from the Lord
Chamberlain’

s Office, and became the im

m ediate cause ofthe celebrated contest that

is recorded in these pages .
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[The following Account, though modestly stiled a Ha t]

Steffi) , accord ing to the known delicacy ofthe Editorial

S tyle , is in fact AlReport, evidently penned by the hand of

a Master. ]

HA STY SK E TCH ofWednesday
’

s B usiness at

t/oe LOR D CHAM BE R L A IN
’

S OFFI CE .

IN consequence ofthe late general notice ,
given by public advertisement , ofan open

election for the vacant offi ce ofP oet Laureat

to their Majesties, on the terms ofP roba
tionary Compositions , a consid erable num

ber ofthe most eminent characters in the

fashionable world a ssembled at the L ord

C/zainoerlain
’

s Ofi ce, Stable-yard , St . James
’

s,

on Wednesday last, between the hours of

twelve and two, when Mr. Raina: was im

m ediately dispatched to Lord Salisbury’s, ac
quainting his Lord ship therewith, and soli

citing his attendance to receive the several
candidates , and admit their respective ten

d ers . His L ord ship arriving in a short tim e

after, the following Noblemen and Gentle
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m en were immediately presented to his

Lord ship by jo/zn Calvert , j
i
nn . E sq. in qua

lity ofSecre ta ry to the office . felines B ley s
E sq. and Mr . Satnnel B etty , a ttend ed also as

first and second C lerk , the following list of

candidates was m ade ou t forthwith, and duly
entered on the roll, as a preliminary record
to the fubsequent proceedings .

The R ight Rev . Dr. William Markham ,

Lord A rchbishop ofYork .

The R ight Hon . Edward , Lord Thurlow ,

Lord High Chancellor ofGreat B ritain .

The Most Noble James
,
Marquis of

Graham .

The R ight Hon . Harvey Redmond , Vise .

Mon tmorres
, ofthe kingdom OfIreland .

The Right Hon . Constantine , Lord Mul

grave , dit to .

The R ight Hon . Henry D undas .

Sir George Howard
, K.B .

Sir Cecil Wray, Baronet .
Sir Joseph Mawbey , d itto .

Sir R ichard Hill, ditto .

Sir G regory Page Tu rner, d itto .

The R ev . William Mason , B .D .

The R ev . Thomas Warton
,
B .D .

The Rev. George Prettyman, D .D .

S 4
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The Rev . JosephWarton , D .D .

Pepper Arden , E sq . Attorney-General to
his Majesty .

Michael Angelo Taylor , Esq . M.P .

James M‘Ph erson ,
E sq . ditto .

Major John Sco tt
,
ditto .

Nath . William Wraxhall, E sq . ditto .

Mons . L e Mesurier, Membre du Parle
ment cl

’

Angle te rre .

The several candida tes having taken their
places at a table p rovided for the occasion ,

the Lord Chamberlain , in the politest m an

ner, S ignified his w ish that each candidate

wou ld forthwith recite some sample ofhis

poetry as he cam e provided with for the

occasion ; a t the sam e time most modestly
confessing his own inexperience in all such

matte rs, and intreating their acquiescence
therefore in his appointment ofhis friend
Mr . D elpini, ofthe Hay

-Market Theatre,
as an ac tive and able

'

assessor on so importan t
an occasion . Accordingly , Mr . D elpinibe

ing immediately introduced , the several can
didates proceeded to recite their composi
tions, according to their rank and prece
d ence in the above list— both his Lord ship
and his assessor attended throughout the



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


266 LAUREAT ELECTION .

never did Lord Salisbu ry appear to greater
ad vantage— never did his assessor more
amusingly console the discomfitures ofthe

failing candidates
— every thing that w as affa

ble
,
every thing thatw as mollifying , was ably

expressed by both the judges ; but poe tical
ambition is not easily allayed . When the

fatal yiat was announced in favour of the

R ev . Thom as Warton , a general gloom

overspread the whole society— a still and

awful fi lence long prevailed . At length Sir

CecilWray fiarted up, and emphatically pro
nounced a scrutiny ! a scrutiny

-A shout

ofapplause succeeded — in vain did the in

comparable Butfo in troduce his m ost comic

gestures
— in vain was his admirable leg

pointed horizontally at every head in the

room— a scrutiny w as d emand ed — and a

scrutiny was granted . In a w ord , the Lord
Chamberlain

ti

d eclared his readiness to sub

m it the produc tions ofthe day to the inSpec

tion ofthe public , reserving nevertheless to

him selfand his assessor, the full power of

annu lling or establishing the sentence already
pronounced . It iS

' in consequence ofthe

abOve direction , that we {hall now give the
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public the said P ROBATI ONARY VE RSE S , co

m encing with those, however, which are t
production ofs uch ofthe cand id ates as mo

vehemen tly insisted on the right ofappea

conceiving such priority to be in justice grant
ed to the persons whose public spirit h
given so lucky a tu rn to this poetical elec

tion . According to the above order , the fir
composition that we lay before the public
the following

NUMBER 1 .

IRREGULAR ODE .

The WOR D S by S IR CECIL WRAY , BAR T .

The SPE L L ING by Mr. GROJAN, Attorney a t Law .

HARK ! hark l— hip ! hip l— hoh ! hoh l

What a mort ofbards are a- smgmg
Athwart— across— below

I
’

m sure there
’

s a dozen a dinging l

I hear sweet Shells, loud Harps, large Lyresm

Some
, I trow, are tun

’

d by Squires

ome by Priests, and some by Lords l— while Joe and

bands, hoist up, like meteors, on high
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Y es
, 7 03 and I

i

Are em
’

lous— Why ?

I t is because, great C E SA R
, you are clever

Therefore we
’
d sing ofyou for ever

Sing
— sing

- sing
— sing

God save the King

Smile then, CE SA R , smile on Wray

C rown at last his poll with bay
Come, oh ! bay, and with thee bring

Salary, illustrious thing l

Laurels vain ofCovent-garden ,

I don’

t value you a farding I

Let sack my soul cheer

For
’
tis sick ofsmall beer 1

CE SAR CE SAR give ir
— clo

G reat CE SA R giv
’
r all, formy Muse

’

doreth you I

C h fairest ofthe Heavenly Nine,

Enchanting Syntax, Muse divine l

Whether on P hoebus
’

hoary head,

By blue
-ey

’

d R badamantlyus led,

Or with young Helicon you stray,

Where mad P arnassus points the w ay

Goddess ofElizz
'

um
’

s hill,

D escend upon my P aran
’

s quill .

The light Nymph hears
— no more

By P egasus
’
meand

’

ring Shore,

Ambrosia playful boy,

Plumbs her jene soaiquoz
'

I mount l— I mount

I
’
m halfa Lark— I

’

m halfan Eag le !

Twelve stars I count
I see their dam she is a Beag le
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PROBATIONARY ODES.
t
o
N
:

N
?

O D E ,

By S I R JOSEPH MAWBEY , BART.

STROPHE .

HARK l— to yon heavenly skies,

Nature
’
s congenial perfumes upwards rise l

From each throng
’
d stye

That saw my gladsome eye,

Incense, quite smoking hot, arose,

And caught my sew n sweet senses— by the nose

AIR— accompanied ay tlye LEAR NE D P I G .

T ell me , dear Muse, oh tell me, pray,

Why JOE Y
’

s fancy frisks so gay

Is it l— you slut it is— some laoly
— laolialay

[Here Muse Whispers I , - Sir jaw/7 .3
Indeed l— Repeat the fragrant sound

Push love, and loyalty around,

Through Iris/9, Search, a s well as B ritislo ground

CHORU S.

For this B I G MO R N

G R E AT GEORGE was born !

The tidings all the Poles shall ring l

D ue homage will I pay,
On this, thy native day,

GEOR GE , by the grace afGod, my rightful KING
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Liver and Lights from Plucks that moment drawn

Pigs
’

Puddings Black and White with Canterbury

Brawn

TR IO .

Fall too,

Y e R oyal crew

Eat Eat your bellies full pray do !

A t treats I never w inces
The Queen shall say,

O nce in a w ay,

Her maids have been w ell cramm
’

d— her young

din
’

d like Princes

FULL CHORU S accompanied by thewbole Ho GGE R Y .

For this B I G MO R N

G R E A T GEORGE was born !

The tidings all the Poles shall ring

D ue homage will I pay,

On this, thy na tive d ay,

GE OR GE ! by tbe grace afGad, my rigbfful KING ! l !
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NUMBER I V

0 D E,

By S I R RICHARD HILL, BART .

HA I L pious Muse ofsaintly love,

Unmix
’
d, unstain

’
d with earthly d ross

l

Hail Muse ofM etbodism, above

The Royal Mews at Charrng-cross

Behold both hands I raise ;

Behold both knees I bend ;

Behold both eye
-balls gaze

Quick, Muse, descend , descend !

Meek Muse ofM aolan, thee my soul invokes

Oh point my pious puns oh sanctify my j okes

II.

D escend , and , oh in mem
’

ry keep

T here
’

s a time to w ake— a time to sleep

A time to laugh
— a time to cry

The Bible says SO
— SO do I l

Then broad aw ake, oh , come to me

And thou mv Eastern star shalt be

III.

M I L LE R ,
bard ofdeathless name,

MO S E S , wag ofmerrv fame ;

Holy, holy, holy pair,

Harken to your vot
’
ry

’
s pray

’

rI
T a



276 J ’ROBATIONARY ODES.

Grant, that like Solomon
’

s ofold,

My faith be still in P roverbs told ;

Like his, let my religion be

C onundrums ofdivinity.

And oh to mine, let each strong charm belong,

That breathes salacious in the wise man’s song ;

And thou
,
sweet hard, for ever dear

T0 each impassioned love-fraught ear,
Soft, luxuriant ROCH E STE R ;

Descend , and ev
’

ry tint bes tow ,

That gives to phrase its ardent glow ; _

From thee, thywilling Hill shall learn
Thoughts thatmelt, and w ords, that burn

Then smile, oh, gracious, smileuon thisp etition !

So Solomon, gay PVilmot join
’

d w itlr thee, ,

Shall shew the world that such a thing can, be

As, strange to tell
-a virtuous Coalition

Thou too, thou d read and awful shade

Ofdear departed W I L L VVH I T EH E AD ,

Look through the blue aetherial skies
,

And view me w ith propitious eyes

Whether thou most delight
’

s t to loll

On Sion
’

s top , or near the P ole

Bend from thy mountains, and remember still

The w ants and w ishes ofa lesser Hill !

Then , like Elijab, fled to realms above
,

To me, thy friend, bequeath my hallow
’

d cloak,

And by its virtue Richard may improve,

And in { by babir preach, and pun, and joke
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NUMBER V.

D U A N ,

IN THE TRUE O SSIAN SUBLIMITY ,

By MR . MACPHER SON .

D OE S the w ind touch thee
, O Harp

?

Or is it some passing Ghost ?

I s is thy hand,

Spirit ofthe departed Scrutiny

Bring me the harp , pride ofCHA THAM

Snow is on thy bosom,

Maid ofthe modest eye

A song shall rise

Every soul shall depart at the sound

The wither
’

d thistle shall c rown my head
! l

I behold thee, O King

I behold thee Sitting on mis t l

T hy form 1s like a w atery cloud ,

Singing in the deep like an oyster l l

Thy face is like the beams ofthe setting moon

Thv eyes are oftwo decaying flames
Thy nose is like the spear ofR OL L O l

Thy ears are like three bossy Shields

Strangers shall rejoice at thy chin

The ghosts ofdead Tories shall hear me

In their airy hall

The wither
’
d thistle shall crown my head

Bring me the Harp,

Son ofC HATHAM !

But thou, 0 King ! give me the Laurel l
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NUMBER VI .

[THOUGH the followmg Ossianaele does not

immediate ly come under the d escription
ofa P robationary Oa

’
e, yet as it appertains

to the nomination ofthe L aureat , we class

it und er the same head We must a t the

same time complimentMr. Macpberson for

his spirited add ress to L ord Salisbury on

the subjec t . The following is a copy of

his letter

MY L OR D ,

I TAKE the liberty to add ress myselfim
mediately to your Lord ship, in vind ication of

my poetical character , which, I am inform
ed , is most illiberally attacked by the Fo

reign G entleman , whom your Lord ship has
thought proper -

to select as an assessor on the
present scrutiny for the office ofPoet L au

reat to his Majesty . Signor D elpini is cer

tainly below my notice— but I unders tand

his obj ec tions to my P robationary Oa’e are

two —~flrst, its concisenefs and nex t, its
being in prose. For the presen t, I shall

wave zall discussion of thefe frivolous re

T 4
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marks ; begging leave , however , to solicit

you r Lord ship
’

s protection to the following
Supplemental Ode, which, I hope, both from
its quantity and its s tyle, will most cffec

tually do away the paltry, insidious attack

ofan uninformed revrler, who is equally ig
norant ofBritish Poetry and ofBritish Lan

guage .

I have the honour to be,

My Lord ,

Lord ship’s most obedient,

and faithful servant,

J. MACPHER SON .
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C ackling G eese from the hard - bitten Fox but will thev

not rally and return to the charge ? Let the host ofthe

King be numbered ; they are a s the sands ofthe barren

shore — There is Powno, who followeth his mighty

leader, and chaceth the stall-fed stag all day on the dusty

road — There is b
r
owa rtl, great in arms

, with the beam

ing s tar on his Sp reading breast.
-Red is the scarftha

t

w aves over his ample shoulders— Gigan tic are his

s trides on the terrace, in pursuit ofthe Royal footsteps

oflofty Georgia.

No more w ill I number the flitting shades ofJenky ;
for behold the potent Spirit ofthe black

-brow ed 7 aeleo.
’
Tis the R a ttan R obinso, who w orketh the w orks of

d arkness ! Hither I come, said Batten— Like the mole

ofthe earth, deep caverns have been my resting place ;

the ground R a ts are my food
— Secret minion of the

C rown , raise thy soul D roop not at the Spirit ofFaxan
o

G reat are thy foes in the sight of the many
- tongued

w an— Shake no t they knees, like the leaves ofthe Aspen

on the misty hill
— the doors ofthe stairs in the postern

are locked ; the voice ofthy foes is as the w ind , which

whistleth through the vale ; it passeth aw ay like the swift

cloud ofthe night.

The breath ofGwelfo stilleth the stormy seas.

Whilst thou breathest the breath ofhis nostrils, thou

shalt live for ever. Firm standeth thy heel in the Hall

Ofthy Lord. Mighty art thou in the sight OfGwelfo,
illustrious leader of the friends of Gwelfo .

’
great art

thou, O lovely imp of the interior closet ! O lovely

Guardian ofthe Royal Junto
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NUMB ER VII.

MR . MA SON having laid aside the more
noble subjec t for a Probationary Ode

, viz .

the Parliamentary R eform ,
upon finding that

the R ev . Mr. Wy f
vil had already mad e

\

a con

sid erable progress In It , has adopted the fol
lowing .

-The argum ent is frmp le and ih

terestin
g , adapted either to the harp ofP in

a
’
ar

, or the reed ofTbeocritus , and as proper
for the 4 th ofJune , as any d ay ofthe year .
I t is almost need less to inform the public ,

that the University ofOxford has earnestly
longed for a visit from their Sovereign ,

and ,

in order to obtain this honou r withou t the

fatigue ofform s and cerem onies , they have
privately desired the Master of the S tag

hound s, upon turning the stag out ofth

cart , to set his head in as straight a line as

possible , by the map, towa rd s Oxford
which probably , on some au spicious day , will
bring the R oyal Hunt to the w alls ofthat

city . This expedient
,
conceived in so much

w isdom , as well as loyalty , makes the sub

ject ofthe following,
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IRREGULAR ODE ,

By MR . MASON.

O green
-t ob

’

d G oddess ofthe hallow
’

d Shade,

D aughter ofJove, to whom ofyore

Thee, lovely maid, LATONA bore ,

Chaste virgin, Empress ofthe silent glade !

Where shall I w oo thee -Ere the dawn,

While still the dewy tissue ofthe lawn

Quivering Spangles to the eye,

And fills the soul with Na ture
’

s harmony

O r
’

mid that murky grove
’

s monastic night,

The tangling net-work ofthe woodbine
’

s gloom,

Each zephyr pregnant with perfume

Or near that delving dale, or mossy mountain
’

s heights

When Neptune struck the scientific ground.

II.

From Attiea
’

s deep
-heaving side,

'

W hy did the prancing horse rebound,

Snorting, neighing all around,

With thund’ring feet and flashing eyes

Unless to shew how near allied

Bright science is to exercise

I l l .

Ifthen the borse to w isdom is a friend,

Why not the bouna
’

why not the barn

While low beneath the furrow Sleeps the corn,
Nor yet in tawny vests delight to bend
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How each College sounds,

With the cry ofthe hound s

How P ecbwater merrily rings

Founders , Prela tes, Queens, and Kings

All have had your hunting
-day

From the dark tomb then break away

Ah see they rush to Friar Baron
’

s tow er,

G reat George to greet, and hail his natal hour

VII .

R adclzfiie and l
/f/olsey, hand in hand ,

Sweet gentle shades, there take their stand

With Pomfret
’

s learned dame

And B oa
’
ely join

’

d by Clarendon,

With loyal zeal together run,

Just arbiters offame

VIII .

That fringed cloud sure this way bends

From it a form divine descends

M inerva ’

s self -and in her rear

A thousand saddled steads appear

On each she mounts a learned son ,

Professor, Chancellor, or D ean

All by hunting madness won
,

All in D ian
’

s livery seen .

How they despise the tim
’
rous Hare !

Give us, they cry, the furious Bear
!

To chase the Lion, how they long,

Th
’

Rbinoceros tall, and n er strong.

Hunting thus is learning
’
s p rop ,

Then may hunting never d rop

And thus an hundred Birtb-D ays more,

Shall Heav
’
n to George afford from its capacious

-

shore.
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O D E ,

By THE ATTORNEY
-GENERAL.

I .

IND ITE , my Muse l— indite subpoena
’
d is thy lyre

The praises to record , which rules ofCourt require
’

Tis thou , O Clio Muse
'

divine,

And best ofall the Council Nine,

Must plead mv cause l — G reat HA
'

I
'

F I E L D
’

S C E C IL

bids me sing

The tallest, fittest man
, to w alk before the King
II.

OfSal
’

sbury
’

s Earls the First (so tells th
’
historic page)

’

Twas Nature
’

s will to make most wonderfully sage ;

Bu t then, as iftoo liberal to his mind,

She made him crook
’

d before, and crook
’
d behind 7’

’
Tis not, thank Heav

’

n my Cecil, so with thee

Thou last ofCecils, but unlike the firs t ;

Thy body , bears no mark
’

d deformity

The G od s decreed, and judgment was revers
’

d

For veins ofScience are like veins ofgold

Pure, for a

’

time, they run ;

They end as they begun

Alas in no thing but a heap ofmould

Rapm observes, that Robert Cecil, the first Earl ofSalisbury, was ofa
great genius ; and though crooked before and behind , Nature supplied that

d efect With noble endowment s ofmind .
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A gridiron
’
s form the proud Escurial rears,

While South ofVincent’s C ape anchovies glide

But, ah I o
’
er Tagus, once auriferous tide,

A pries t-rid Queen, Braganza
’

s sceptre bears

Hard fate I that Lisbon
’

s D iet—drink is known

To cure each crazy constitution but her own

III.

I burn I burn ! I glow l I glow !

With antique and with modern lore
I rush from BOSphOI

‘

US to P0

To Nilus from the Nore .

Why were thy Pyramids, O Egypt ! rais
’

d
,

But to be measur
’

d , and be prais
’

d ?

Avaunt, ye C rocodiles 1 your threats are vain

On Norway
’

s sea s , my soul, unshaken,

Brav
’

d the Sea—Snake and the C raken

And shall I heed the R iver
’
s scaly train

?

Afric, I scorn thy Alligator band

Qiadrant in hand

I take my stand ,

And eye thy moss-clad needle, Cleopatra grand l

O , that great Pompey
’
s pillar w ere my own

Eighty
-eight feet the shaft, and all one stone

But hail, ye lost Athenians

Hail also, ye Armenians

Hail once, ye G reeks, ye R omans, C arthagenians l

Twice hail, ye Turks, and thrice, ye Abyssinians 1

Hail too , O Lapland, with thy squirrels airy

Hail, Commerce- catching Tipperary l

Hail, wonder-w orking Magi

Hail, Ouran-Outangs Hail, Anthropophagi

Hail, all ye cabinets ofevery state,

From poorMarino
’

s Hill, to Catherine
’
s Empire great !
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All have their chiefs, who speak, who write, who seem

to think,

Caermartloens, Sya
lneys, R utlancls, paper, pens, and ink ;

IV.

Thus, through all c limes, to earth
’

s remotest goal,

From burning I ndus to the freezing Pole,

In c haises and on floats ,
In dillies , and in boats ;

N ow on a c amel’s na tive s tool ;

Now on an ass, now on a m ule.

N abobs and Rajahs have I seen ;
O ld Bramins m ild

, young Arabs keen

Tall Polygars ,

DwarfZ emindars ,

Mahommed
’

s tomb, Killarney
’

s lake, the fane ofAmmon ,

With all thy Kings and Queens, ingeniousMrs . Salmon
‘
f
‘
f ‘

Y e t vain the majesties ofw axf

Vain the cut velvet on their backs

G E O R G E , mighty G E O R G E , is flesh and blood

NO head he w ants ofw ax o r w ood

His heart is good I

(As a King
’

s shou
’

d)
And every thing he says is understood

Exhibits the
‘Wax-work , m Flect-Stiect.
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NUMB ER X ] .

By MICHAEL ANGELO TAYLOR , E SQ M. P .

Only Son of S I R R OB E R T TAY L O R , Kut. and late

Sheriff— also Sub-D eputy, Vice
-Chairman to the Irish

C ommittee, King
’

s Counsel, and Welsh Judge Elec t,
Sec . See .

I .

HA I L
, all hail, thou natal day

Hail the very halfhour, I say,

On which great G E O R G E w as born

T ho
’

scarcely fledg
’

d , I
’

ll try my w ing

And tho
’

,
alas I cannot sing,

I
’

ll crow on this illustrious morn

Sweet bird , that chirp
’

st the note offollv,

SO pleasantly, s_

o drolly
l

Thee , oft the stable yard s among,

I w oo, and emulate thy song !

Thee, for my emblem still I choose

Oh with thy voice inspire a Claicken oftloeMuse

II.

And thou , great Earl, ordain
’

d to sit

High arbiter ofverse and w it,

Oh crown my wit with fame I

Such as it is, I p rithee take it ;

O r ifthou can
’

st not find it, make it

To me
’

tis j ust the same.

U 4
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Once a white wand , like thine, my father bore

But now , alas that white w and is no more

Y et though his pow
’
r he fled,

Nor Bailiffwait his nod nor G aoler ;

Brigh t honour still adorns the head

Ofmy Papa, Sir R obert Taylor

Ah , might that honour on his son alight

On this auspicious day

How my little heart w ould glow,

If, as I bend me low ,

IVIy gracious King w ou
’
d say ,

Arise, S I R M I CH AE L AN G E LO

O happiest day, that brings the happiest Knight

Thee, too, myfluttering Muse invokes,

Thy guardian aid I beg .

Thou great A s sE S SO R , fam
’
d for jokes,

For jokes Offace and leg !

SO may I oft thy stage
-box grace,

(The first in beauty as in place)
And smile responsive to thy changeful face

For say, renowned mimic , say,

D id e
’

er a merrier crow d obey

Thy laugh
-
provoking summons,

Than with fond glee, enraptur
’

d sit,

Whene
’

er w ith undesigning wit,

I entertain the Commons ?

Lo how I shine St. Stephen
’

s boast

There, first ofChic/ts, I rule the roast

There I appear,

Pitt
’

s Chanticleer,
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Didactic Muse, be thine to state,

The rules that harmonize debate

TH I N E , mighty C L IO, to resound from far,

The door the door l— the bar I the bar !
”

Stout P earson damns around at her dread word

Sit down !
”

cries Clementson, and grasps his silver

sword .

V .

But lo where Pitt appears to move

Some new resolve ofhard digestion 1

W ake then
, my Muse, thv gentler notes oflove,

And in persuasive numbers, put tioeQuestion.

”

The question
’

s gain
’

d l— the Treasury
-Bench rejoice

All hail, thou least ofmen
”
(they cry), with mighty

voice l

— Blest sounds my ravish
’

d eye surveys

Ideal Ermine
,
fancied Bays l

W rapt in St. Stephens future scenes

I sit perpetual chairman ofthe Ways and M eans

Cea se, cease, ye Bricklayer crew , my sire to praise,

His mightier ofi
’

sming claims immortal lays

The father climb
’

d the ladder, w ith a hod

The son , like General 7 aekao, jumps alone, by God



PROBATIONARY ODES .
0 99

O D E ,

By MAJOR JOHN SCOTT , M.P. Bee. ac.

WHY does the loitering sun retard his wain,

When this glad hour demands a fierce
r ray

Not so he pours his fire on D elhi
’

s plain ,

T o hail the Lord ofAsia
’
s natal day .

There in mute pomp and cross-legg
’
d state,

The R aja P outs MAHOMM E D SHAH aw ait.

There Malabar,

There Bisnag ar,

There Oude and proud Babar, injoy confederate.

II .

C urs
’

d be the clime, and curs
’

d the laws, that lay

Insulting bonds on George
’

s sovereign sway

Arise, my soul, on wings offire,

TO G od
’

s anointed , tune the lyre ;

Hail George, thou all-accomplish
’

d King !

Just type t im who rules on high !

Hail inexhausted, bound less Spring

Ofsacred truth and Holy Majesty
G rand is thy form

—
’

bout five feet ten,

Thou well-built, worthiest, best ofmen
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On every membrane see a topaz clings

Behold her j oints are few er than her rings

I llustrious dame on either ear,

The M unny B egums
’

Spoils appear

Oh Pitt, w ith aw e behold that precious throat,

Whose necklace teems with many a future vote

Pregnant w ith Burgage gems each hand she rears

And 10 depending questions gleam upon her ears

T ake her, great G eorge, and shake her by the hand
’

Twill loose her j ewels, and enrich thy land .

But oh reserve one ring for an Old stager ;

The ring offuture marriage for herM ajor
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NU/ldBER XI I I .

IRREGULAR ODE ,

By tbc RT . HON . HARRY DUNDAS, E SQ

Treasurer ofthe Navy, 86C. Sec . Sec .

I .

HOOT l hoot aw aw

Hoot hoot awaw

Y e lawland Bards who
’

are ye aw

Wha t are your sangs 9 what aw your lair too boor P

Vain are your thowgh ts the prize to win,

Sae dight your gobs, and stint your senseless din

Hoot ! hoot aw aw ! hoot ! hoot !

Put oot aw your Attic feires,

Burn your lutes, and brek your leyres

A looder, and a looder note I
’

ll s trieke

Na w a tter drawghts fra
’ Helicon I heed

N a will I moon t your winged s teed

I
’

ll moont the Hanoverian horse, and
“

ride him whare

I leike

II.

Y e lairdly fowk, wha form the courtly ring,

Coom , lend your lugs , and listen wheil I sing !
Y e canny maidens tee ; wha aw the wheile,

Sa sweetly luik, sa sweetly smeile,

Coom hither aw , and round me thrang,

peips, and gi
’

ye aw a canty S JDg .
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And as I cltaunt his kingly awks,

The list
’

nan warld fra me sall lairn

Hoo swuft he rides, lroo slow he w alks,

And w eel he gets his Queen Wi
’
bairn .

G ive me, with all a Lau reat
’

s art to j umble,
Thoughts that soo the, and w ords that rumble

Wisdom and Empire, Brunswick
’

s Royal line

Fame, Honour, G lory, Majesty divine

Thu s
, crooned by his lib

’

ral hand .

Give me to lead the choral band ;

Then, in high
- sounding w ords, and grand,

Aft sall peipe swell with his princely name,

And this eternal truth proclaim
’

Tis G E O U R G E , Imperial GE OU R GE , who rules

BR I TANN I A
’
S land !
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NUMBER X IV

O D E ,

By D R . jo sEPH WARTON,

In humble Imitation OfBR OT HE R TH OM A S .

O l FOR the brea things ofthe D oric ate l

O l for the w arbling s ofthe Lesbian lyre l

O l for the Alcean trump
’

s terrific note

O for the Theban eagle
’

s w ing offire

O for each stop and string that sw ells th
’

Aonian quire

Then Should this hallow
’

d day in worthy strain sbe sung ,

And w ith due laurelwrea ths thy cradle, B runswick, hung I
“

But tho
’

uncouth my numbers flow

— From a rude reed,

That d rank the dew ofIsis
’

low ly mead
,

And wild pipe, fashion
’
d from the emba tted sedge

Which on the twilight edge

Ofmy own Cherw ell loves to grow

The god
- like theme alone

Should hear me on its tow
’

ring wing ;

Bear me undaun ted to the throne,

T o view w ith fix
’

d and stedfast eye

—The delegated maj esty
Ofheav

’

ns dread lord , and what I see to sing.

Like heaven
’

s dread lord, great G eorge his voice

raise,

From babes and suckling
’

s mouths to hymn his perfect

praise,

In poesy
’

s trim rhymes and high resounding phrase.
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O
’
er Schuylkill

’

s clifii the tempest roars ;
O

’

er Rappahanock
’

s recreant shores ;

Up the rough rochs ofKipps
’

s-bay

The huge AnSpachar wins his way

Or scares thefalcon from thefir -cap
’

d side

Ofeach high hill that hangs o
’

er Hudson
’

s haughty tide.

Matchless victor, mighty lord !

Sheath the devouring sword

Strong to punish, mild to save,

C lose the portals ofthe g rave.

Exert thy first prerogative,

Ah spare thy subject’s blood, and let them live ;
Our tributary brea th,

Hangs on thine for life or death.

Sweet rs the balmy breath oforient morn,

Sweet are the honied treasures ofthe bee

Sweet is the fragrance ofthe scented thorn,

But sw eeter yet the VOice ofroyal clemency.

He hears, and from his wisdom
’

s perfect day
He sends a bright effulgen t ray,

The nations to illuminefar and wide,

And feud and discord , w ar and strife, subside.
His moral sages, a ll unhnown t

’
untie

The wily rage ofhuman policy,

Their equal comp asses expand,

And mete the globe with philosophic hand .

N o partial love ofcoun try binds

In selfish chains the lib
’

ral minds,

0 gentl
e L ansdown ting

’

d with thy philanthropy.

Let O ther monarchs vainly boast

A lengthen
’

d line ofconquer
’

d c oast,

O r boundless sea oftributary flood ,
Bought by as wide a sea ofblood
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P I N D A R I c ,

By the R I GHT HON. HERVEY REDMOND ,

LORD VISCOUNTMOUNTMORRES,

OfCastleMorres, ofthe Kingdom ofIreland, 66C. ace.

AWAKE , Hibernian lyre, awake,

To harmony thy strings attune,

O tache their trembling tongue to spake

The glories ofthe fourth ofJune.

Auspicious morn

When G eorge w as born

T o grace (by deputy) our Irish throne,
North, south, oiste, west,

OfKings the best,

Sure now he
’

s aquall
’

d by himselfalone ;

Throughout the astonish
’

d globe so loud his fame shall

ring,

The difthemselves shall bare the strains the dumb Shall

Sing.
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Full fifty thousand men we shew

All in our Irish manufac tures c lad,

Whaling , manoeuv
’

ring to and fro,

And m arching up and down like mad .

In fradom’

s holy cause they bellow , rant, and rave,

And scorn themsilves to know what they themsilves

w ould have !

Ah should renowned Brunswick chuse,

(The warlike monarch loves review s)
To see tha se haroes in our Phanix fight,

Once more, amid st a w ond
’

ring c rowd,

The enraptur
’

d prince might cry aloud
,

Oh Amherst, what a hivenly sight l
”

The loyal crowd with Shouts should rind the Skies

To hare their sov
’

reign make a Spoach so wise

T h a se were the bands
,

’

mid tempests foul,

Who taugh t their master , somewhat loth,

To gran t (Lord love his lib
’

ral soul

Commerce and constitution both.

Now pace restor
’

d,

This gracious lord

Would tache them , as the scrip tures say,

A t laiste, that if

The Lord doth give,

The Lord doth likewise take away.

at The celebrated speech ofa Great Personage, on reviewing the camp at

Cox-heath
, In th e y ear 1 7 7 9, when a French Invasion was apprehended ; the

report ofwhich animating apostrophe Is supposed to have struck such terror
I nto the breast s ofour enemies

, as to have been the tru e occasron oftheir te

linqursh rng the d es ign.
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And, with thy left hand, gain by stealth,

Halfour sister
’

s envied wealth,

Till our island shall become

Trade
’

s complate imporium

Thase joys, ifreciprocity can give,

G oddess with thee hinceforth let Paddy live 1

VI .

Next to great G eorge be peerless Billy sung

Hark I he spake: his mouth his Opes

Phrases, periods, figures, tropes,

Sirame from his mellifluous tongue

Oh I had he crow n
’

d his humble suppliant
’
s hopes,

And given him near his much-lov
’
d Pitt,

Beyond the limits ofthe bar to sit,

How with his praises had St. Stephen
’

s rung

Tho ugh Pompey boast not all his patron
’
s pow

’
rs,

Y et oft have kind Hibernia
’

s Peers

To rade his spaaches lent their ears

So in the Senate, had his tongue, for hours .

Foremost, amid the youthful yelping pack,

That crow and cackle at the Premier
’
s back,

A flow ofIrish rhetoric let loose,

Beneath the Cbickm scarce, and far above the Goesr.

Vide Mr. Orde
’
s speech.
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The toad a jew el in his head contains

Prove w e the rich production Ofmy brains l

Nor w ill I court, w ith humble plea,
Th

’

1 0mm: Maids to inspire my wit

One mortal girl is worth the Mm to rne

The prudes OfP indar I resign to P itt .

His be the c lassic art, w hich I despise

T H U R LOW on Nature, and himselfrelies .

III.
’

Tis mine to hcej) the conscience ofthe King ;

To me , each secret ofhis heart is shown

Viho then, like me , shall hope to sing

Virtues, to all but me, unknown ?

Say w ho, like me, shall w in belief

To tales ofhis paternal grief,

When civil rage w ith slaugh ter dy
’
d

The plains bevond th
’ Atlantic tide ?

Who can, like me
,
his jov attest,

Though littlejoy his looks c onfest ,

When Peace, at Conway
’

s ca ll reste r
’

d,

Bade kindred nations sheathe the s word ?

How pleas
’

d he gave his people
’

s wishes w ay,

A nd turn
’

d out Ncrth, when North refus
’

d to flay

How in their sorrow s sharing too, unseen,

ForR ockinghamhe mourn
’

d, at M acho)”with the Queen !

IV.

His boun ty, too, be mine to praise,

My selfth
’

example Ofmy lays,

A Teller in reversion I
And unimpair

’

d I vindicate my place,
The chosen subjectOfpeculiar grace,

Hallow
’

d from hands ofBurke
’

s economy
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For so his royal word my Sovereign gave

And sacred here I found that word alone,

When no t his G rand sire
’

s P a tent, and his own,

To Cardzfi,

’

and to Sondes, their posts could save.

Nor should this chastity be here unsung,

That chastity , above his glory dear ;

1
~ But Herv ey frowning, pulls my ear,

Such praise, she swears, were satire from my tongue.

v .

Fir’d at her voice , I grow prophane ;

A louder yet, and yet a louder strain !

To THUR L ow
’

s lyre more daring no tes belong .

N ow tremble every rebel soul 1

While on the foes ofGeorge I roll

The deep-ton
’

d execrations ofmy song.

In vain my brother
’

s piety, more meek,

Would preach my kindling fury to repose ;

Like Be ld am’s ass, w ere he inSpir
’

d to Speak,
’
Twere vain resolved I go to curse my Prince

’

s foes.

I cannot here with-h old my particular acknow ledgments to my virtuou s

young friend , Mr. Pitt, for the noble manner in Wll lCll he contend ed
,
on the

subject ofmy reversion, that the most religiou s Observance mus t be pa
'd to the

Royal p romise. A s I am personally the more obl iged to lnm , as in the case

Ofthe Auditors offire Imprest the other d ay, he d ld not think it necessary to

shew any regard whatever to a Roy a l Patent.

fI originally wrote this line,

But Herv e) frowning, as she hears , &C.

It was altered as it now stand s, by my d
—rr.n

’

d Bishop ofa b.other
,
for the

sake ofan allusion to Virgil.

Cynth las aurcm

Vclzt, er admonm
’

c.
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VI.

Begin l Begin
l” fierce Hervey cries,

See 1 the Whigs, how they rise

What petitions present
How teize and torment !

D — mn theirbloods, d— inn theirhearts, d -mn their eyes.

Behold yon sober band

Each his notes in his hand

The w itnesses they, whom I bro w-beat in vain

U nconfus
’

d they remain .

Oh I d— mn their bloods again ;

G ive the curses due

To the faé’tious crew 1

Lo Wedg ewooa
’

too w aves his P itt-pots on high

LO he points, where the bottom
’
s yet dry,

The visage immaculate bear ;

BeWedg ewood d ~ nm
’

d , and double d— mn
’

d his ware.

D —mn Fox
,
and d ~ -ma North

D — mm P ortland
’

s mild w orth

D — mn D evon the good,

D ouble d— mn all his name

D— mn Fitzwilliam
’

s blood ,

Heir OfR ochingham
’

s fame ;

D —mn Sheridan
’

s wit,

The terror ofP itt ;

in n L
‘

oughh
’

rough, my plague
— wou

’

d his hagpzpc

w ere split 1

"F I am told , that a scound rel Ofa Potter, one Mr. Wedgew ood
'

, 13

mak ing ro,cco Vile utens ils, With a figure ofMr. Pit t in the bottom ;

round the head is to be a motto
,

We Will spit,

On Mr. P itt,

And othcr sac/zd— ma
’

d ryhmes, suited to the uses Ofthe d ifi
'

erent vessels.
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VI.

Begin l Begin l
”
fierce Hervey cries,

See the Whig s, how they rise 1

What petitions present I
How teize and torment

D— mn theirbloods, d— mn theirhearts, d -mn their eyes.

Behold yon sober band

Each his notes in his hand

The w itnesses they, whom I bro w-beat in vain

U nconfus
’

d they remain .

Oh i d— mmtheir bloods again ;

G ive the curses due

To the faé’tious crew l

LO Wedg ewood too waves his P itt-pots on high

LO 1 he points, where the bottom
’
s yet dry,

The visage immaculate bear ;

BeWedgewood d— mu
’

d , and double d— mu
’

d his ware.

D — nin Fox
,
and d — inn North

D — mn P ortland
’

s mild w orth ;

D— mn D evon the good,

D ouble d— mn all his name

D— mn Fitzwilliam
’

s blood ,

Heir OfR ochingham
’

s fame ;

D -mn Sheridan
’

s wit,

The terror ofP itt ;

in n L
‘

oughh
’

rough, my plague
— wou

’

d

w ere split !

I am told , that a scoundrel ofa Pot ter, one Mr. Wedg éw ood , is

mak ing ro,cco Vile utens i ls , With a figure OfMr. Pit t in the bottom ;

round the head is to be a motto
,

We Will spit,

On Mr. P itt,

And othcr such d-u-mu
’

d ryhmes, suited to the uses Ofthe d ifi
'

erent vessels





IRREGULAR ODE FOR MUSIC,

By the R ev . D R . PRETTYMAN .

t Notes ( excep t those cu heiein Latin is concemea
’

) hy Joni:

R O B INSO N ,
Esq.

RECITATIVE , hy D ouble Voices .

‘l'i‘ HA I L to the LY A K whose all-persuasive strain,

Wak
’
d by the master- touch ofart,

And promp ted by th
’

inventive brain,

y Winds its sly way into the easy heart.

3“ Hail to the LY A K I t was suggested to me, that my fiiend theDoctor

had here follow ed the example OfVoltaire, in d eviating from common orthou

graphy
-Ly ar, instead ofLy re, he conce ives to be a read ing Ofpeculiar

elegance in the present instance, as it puts the reader in suspence between an

inanimate and a livmg instrument . Howevei, for my own part, I am rather

ofOp in ion, that this seeming nu s-spelling arose from the Doctor
'

sfollowing the

same w ell-known circumspection which he exercised in the case ofMr.Wedge.

wood, and d eclining to give his Ode under his hand 5 piefeiring to repeat it to

Mr. Delpini
’

s Amanuensis , who very probably may have committed that, and

similar errors in orthogiaphy .

1 Wind s its sly way, St e ] A l ine taken in great part fromMilton.

whole passage (wh ich it may not be unp leasmg to recall to the recollectio

the read er) has been closely im itated by my friend Prettyman, in a former

WOik .

I , underfair pietence Offriend ly end s,

And well-placed word s ofglozmg courtesy,

Baited with reasons not unplausible,

M ad me into the easy
-hearted man,

And hug him into snares.
” COMUS.
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AIR , accompanied with double Barrions, b
’

c.

While the promise-maker Spoke

The anvil miss
’

d the w onted stroke

In air SUSpended
'hammerS hung,

While Pitt’s own frauds came mended from that tongue.

PART OF
'

CHORUS REPEATED .

Renown
’
d Divine, 8EC.

AIR .

Sooth
’
d with the sound the Priest grew vain,

And all his tales told o
’
er again,

And added hundreds more ;
By turns to this , or that, or both,

He gave the sanc tion ofan oath,

And then the whole forswore.

Truth,
”
he sung, was toil and trouble,

Honour but an empty ,

bubble
”

Glo
’

ster
’
s aged

— London dying

Poor, too poor, rs
'

S lmple lying

Ifthe lawn be worth thyWearing,
Win, Oh win it, by thy swearing

FULL CHORUS REPEATED .

Grand deluder arch-impostor, Sec .

it The quick transition ofpersons must have Struck the reader in the first

part ofthis Od e, and it Will be observable throughout : Now Poet, now

Muse, now Chorus then Spinner, Blacksmith, &c. &c. The Doctor
,

skips from point to point over Parnassus, with a nimbleness that no modern

imitator ofP indar ever equalled — Catch him, even under a momentary shape,

who can . I was alway s an admiier oftergiversation (and as my flatterers

might say), no bad practitioner ; but it remained for my friend to shew the

sublimity to which the figure I am allud ing to ( I do not know the learned name

ofit)might be carried .
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"

PART II .

RECITATIVE accompanied .

Enough the p arents praise
— see ofD eceit

The fairer progeny ascends

Evasion, nymph ofagile feet,

With half- y eil
’

d face

P rofession, whispering accen ts sweet

And m any a kindred Fraud a ttends

Mutely dealing courtly w iles,

Fav
’
ring nods, and hope-fraught smiles,

A fond, amusive, tutelary race,

That guard the home-pledg
’

d faith OfKings
— e

O r flitting, light, on paper wings
Speed E astern guile

‘

across this earthly ball,

And w aft it back from Windsor to Bengal.
But chiefly thee I w oo, ofchangeful eye,

In courts y
’

clept D uplicity

Thy fond looks on mine imprinting,

Vu lgar mortals '
call it squinting

Baby, ofArt and Int
’

rest bred,

Whom ,
stealing to the back- stairs head

In fondling arms— with cautious tread,
ifWrinkle- tw inkle yenhy bore,
To the baize-linzd closet door.

Wrinkle-twinkle, &c I t must have been already observed by the sa

gacrous reader, that our author can com an epithet as well as afable . Wrink les
are as frequently produced by the motion ofthe part as by the ad s ance of

age . The head ofthe d istingmshed personage here d escubed , though in the

prime ofits faculties, has had more exercise in every sense than any head

in the world . Whether he means any illusion to the worship ofthe rising
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PART III .

LOUD SYMPHONY .

But lo what throngs ofrival bards l

More lofty themes more bright rewards

See Sal
’

sbury, a new Apollo sit

Pattern and arbiter ofwit !

The laureate wreathe hangs graceful from his wand ;

Begin l he cries, and w aves
'

his whiter hand .

’
Tis Georg e

’

s natal day

Parnassian Pegassus away

Grant me the more glorious steed

Ofroyal Brunswick breed

I kneel, I kneel ;

And at his snowy heel,

Pindarick homage vow

He neighs he bounds ; I mount, I fly

The air-drawn crosier in my eye,

The visionary mitre on my brow

Spirit ofhierarchy exalt thy rhyme,

And dedicate to George the lie sublime.

AIRfor a Bishop.

THither, brethren, incense bring,

To the mitre-giving king ;

I t will be observed by the attentive reader, that the thought ofmounting

the Hanoverian Horse, as a Pegasus, has been employed
-by Mr. Dundas, in

h is Ode preserved in this collection. It is true, the Doctor has taken the
reins out ofhis hand s, as it was t ime somebody should d o. But I hereby

forewarn the vulgar Critic, from the poor joke ofm aking the Doctor 3 horse
stealer.

1 Hither, brethren, &c. ] When this Ode is performed in Westminster

Abbey (as doubtless it Will be) this An is c Ignedfor the Reverend , or rather
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Praise him for his first donations ;

Praise him for his blest translations,

Benefices, dispensations.

By the powers Ofa crown ;

By the many made for one ;

By a monarch
’
s awful distance,

Rights divine, and non-resistance,

Honour, triumph, glory give

Praise him in his might !

Praise him in his height !

The mighty, mighty height Ofhis prerogative !

REC ITATIVE hy an Archbishop.

Orchestras, ofthousands strong,

With Z a’

doc
’
s zeal each note prolong

Prepare

Bates gives the animating nod

Sudden they strike— unnumber
’
d strings

Vibrate to the best ofKings

Eunuchs, Stentors, double basses,

Lab
’

ring lungs , inflated faces,
Bellows working,

E lbow s jerking,
Scraping, beating,

R oaring, Sweating.

the Right R everend A uthor. The numerous bench (for there will hardly be
more than three ab sentees)who Will begin to chaunt the subsequent chorus

from their box at the right hand ofhis most sacred Majesty, will have fine
effect both on the ear and eye.
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Thro
’

the old G othic roofs be the chorus rebounded,
”fill Echo is deafen

’

d , and th under dumb-founded

And now ano ther pause
— and now another nod

-All proclaim a present God I

Bishops and 1 ard i qf{be B edcbamber,

G eorge submissii e Britain sways ;

Heavy Hanover obey s .

4‘ Lord s ofthe b ed -chamber, 8 m] Candour obliges u s to confe ss, that

this d esignat ion ofthe p erformers, and in truth the fo llowmg stanza , d id not

s tand in the original copy , d el ivered into the Lord Chamberlain’

s Office In

d eed , S gnor D elpini had his doub ts as to the legality ofadm itting it, not

w ithstand ing Mr R ose
’

s testimony , that it was actually and banafide com

posed wrth the rest ofthe Od e , and had only accid entally fallen into the same

d rawer ofMr. P itt
'

s bureau in which he had lately mislaid M r G ibbms
’

s note.

Mr. Banks
’

s testimony was also sol icited to the same effect ; but he had left OFF

v ouching for the present sess ion . Mr Pepper A rd en, indeed , With the mos t

intrepid l ib eralrty , engaged to find authority for it in the statutes at large ; on

wh ich Signor Delp ini, With his usual terseness ofrepartee, instantly exclaimed,

Ha ha ha However, the d ifliculty was at length obn ated by an obse

vation ofthe noble Lord who presided, that i n the case ofthe King versus A t

kinson, the House ofLord s had estab lished the right ofjudges to amend a re .

cord , as Mr. Qu rm e had informed h is Lord sh ip immed iately after his hay i ng

v oted for that decision .

Here and fil mRob i na/7
’

s

A present God ,

Heavy Hanover
,

AbJ€Ct Commons , (See.

The imitation w ill be obvious to the classica l reader
,

Pm sens d ivu s habeh tur

A ugustus, abject is Britannis,

Imp erio, grav zbusgue Persrs . HO R .

A ll the ed itors ofHorace have hitherto read a a
’

Jectis B utanms . Our author,

as sound a crit ic as a d ru m , sua/zericu i
’
o, m a kes the alterat ion ofa s ingle letter,

and thereby g ives a new and peculiarforce to the app ] ca
t ion ofthe pas sage

w

N . B £ 5156 7 , in the author
’

s und erstand ing ofthe word , means that p recise

d egree ofsubm ission clue froma hee peop
le to monarchy . I t is furtherworthy

remark , that Horace wrote the Ode allud ed to, b
efore Britain was subjected ts
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IRREGULAR ODE ,

By Me MARQUIS or GRAHAM.

Help help l I say, Apollo !
To you I call, to you I hollo ;

My Muse would fain bring forth

God ofMidwives come along

Bring into light my little song,

See how its parent labours with the birth ;
My brain my brain

What horrid pain ;
Come, now prithee come

, I say
Nay, ifyou won

’

t, then stay away

Without thy help, I
’

ve sung full many a lay.

II .

To lighter themes let other bards resort ;

My verse shall tell the glories ofthe Court.

Behold the Pensioners, a martial band ;

D readful, with rusty battle
-axe in hand

Quarterly and daily w aiters,

A lustier tr00p , ye brave Beefeaters,

Sweepers, Marshals, Wardrobe brushers,

Patrician, and Plebeian ushers ;

Ye too, who watch in inner rooms ;

Ye Lords, ye Gentlemen, and Grooms
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Oh ! careful guard your royal Master
’

s slumber,

Lest factions flies his sacred face
But ah how weak my song

Crouds still on crouds impetuous rush along,

I see, I' see, the mo tly group appear,

Thurlow in front, and Chandos in the rear ;

Each takes the path his various genius

O
’

er Cabinets tbz
'

r, and
'

t/yat o
’

er Cooks presides

Hail too, ye beds, where, when his labour closes,

With ponderous limbs great C‘

IN C I NNATU S doses !

0 11 l say what fate the Arcadian King betides

When playful Mab his w andering fancy guides,

Perhap s he views his HOWAR D
’

S Wit

Make SHE R I D AN submissive sit ;

Perhaps o
’

er foes he conquest reaps

Perhap s some ditch he dauntless leaps

Now shears his people, now his mutton

Now makes a Peer, and now a button .

Now mightier themes demand his care

HA ST I N G S for assistance flies ;
Bulses glittering skim the air ;

Hands unstretch
’

d would grasp the prize,

But no diamond they find there

For awak
’
d , by amorous pat,

G ood lack ! his gentle CHA R L OTTE cries,

What would your Majesty be at P
‘

The endearing question kindles fierce desire,

And all the monarch owns the lover
’
s fire ;

The pious King fulfils the heav
’
iily plan,

And little a nnual BRUNSWICKS speak the
/mightyman
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IV.

At Pimlico an ancient structure stands
,

Where Sheffield erst, but Brunswick now commands

C row n
’

d with a w eathercock that points at will,

To every p art but Constitution-hill

Hence Brunswick, peeping at the windows,

E ach star-light night,

Looks with delight,

And sees un seen,

And tells the Q ieen
,

What each who passes out or in, does .

Hence too, when eas
’

d ofFaction
’

s d read,

With joys surveys,
The cattle graze,

At halfa crown a head

View s the canal
’

s transparent flood ,

Now fill
’
d with water, now w ith mud

Where various seasons, variou s charms c reate,

D ogs in the summer swim, and boys in w inter skair.

V .

0 11 l for the pencil ofa C la trd Lorrain,

Apelles, Austin, Sayer, or Luke the saint

What glowing scenes -but ah ! the grant were vain,

I know not how to paint

Hail R oyal Park what various charm s are thine

Thy patent lamps pale Cyn thia
’

s rays outshine

Thy limes and elin s with grace majestic grow ,

All in a row ;

Thy Mail
’

s smooth walk, and sacred road beside

Where Treasury Lords by Royal Mandate ride.
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VII.

Y e feather
’
d choristers, your voices tune,

’Tis now , or near the fourth ofJune ;
All nature smiles— the day ofBrunswick

’

s birth

Destroy
’d the iron-age, and made an heav

’
n on earth.

Men and beasts his name repeating,

Courtiers talking, calves a-bleating ;

Horses neighing,

Asses braying,

Sheep, hogs, and geese, w ith tuneful voices sing,

All praise their King,

George the Third , the G reat, the Good.

France and Spain his anger rue

Americans, he conquer
’
d you,

Or w ould have done it ifhe cou
’

d.

And
’
midst the general loyal note,

Shall not his g oslz
'

ng tune his throat ;

Then let me join the jocund band,
Crown

’
d with laurel let me stand

My grateful voice shall their
’
s as far exceed,

As the two-legg
’

d excels the base four-footed breed .
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L E T T E R

RT . HON . LORD VISQOUNT MOUNTMORRES,

To an E r in.
'Oa SALISBURY .

MY L OR D ,

B E I NG inform ed from undoubted au tho-a

rity, that the learned P zeroz‘ , whom you r
L ord ship has thought proper to nominate to

the d ignity Ofyour As
’

sessor, knows no lan ~

guage bu t his own
,
it seemed to m e probable

recollect, my l ast ;Ode ro have proeeed ed on

the orthography ofthat kingdom , I thought

h is entire ignorance ofthe tongue
'

might per
haps be som e hind rance to his judgmen t

,

upon its merit . On ac coun t ofthis unhappy
ignorance, therefore, on the part . :of the

w orthy Bzgfh , Ofany language but Ira/56m, I

have taken theliber ty to presen t your Lord
ship and himWith a

i

seOond e
, written in
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’

RY ODES .

culty in understanding, and which certainly
has the bette r chance ofbeing perfectly cor
rect iii the true English idiom ,

as it has been
very carefully revised and

’

altered by my

Worthy friend , Mr. Henry D undas .

I have the honour to be
,

'

My
’

Lord ,
Your Lord ship’s d evo ted servant,

MOUNTMORRES.

B} is. RT . HON . HARVEY REDMOND MOB-RES,

LORD VISCOUNT IVIOUNTMORRES,

O F THE KINGD OM or IR E LAnh, l &c .

Y E gentle Nymphs, who rule theSong,

Who stray Tbe
’

rraliaezgroves among,

With forms so bright and airy
Whether you pierce P zerzan shades,

Or, less refin’d, adorn the glades,

And Wanton with the lusty blades
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‘

To count thy acre s o
’

er ;ir
«

Or Spen t my
'

time,r
v

For marle or lim
'

e,

With anxious zeal to?bore if”

How Cupid then a ll great and powerful sate,

Perch
’

d on the van tage ofa rich estate

When, for his d arts, he u s
’d fair Spreading trees,

Ah who cou
’

d fail that shot with. shafts like these

Oh,
“

sad example of
”

capricious Fate
’

l

Fa il e
’

en a rn ard to gain ?

My legs so stout— Jin y
‘

beartl so grini .

Why have I fi/exaezder
’

s bend P

Emblem ofConquést never gain
’

d l

A nose so lon
g

— a back so s trait

A chairman
’

s anerr— a chairman
’
s gait

o n
’

l

I
0

i

0

f
)

a

, o

D esrgn
’

d to teac h unlrst
’

nrng nations l

it Wh en Lord Moun
tmor.

’

es went'down into the country, some years ago,

to pay hrs ad d resses to a lady oflarge for
’
tune, vy

h

tion h rs Lord ship took up his abode for several d ay s in a small pub lie house in

the ne ghbourhoo l ofher res ideirsc, and employed his
’

tri‘ne in making all

proper enquirie s, and prud ent Observatib nupon the nattn
‘

e , eittent, and value of

her propertyz— he Was seen measuring the trees
‘w

'

ith his eye, and Mwas rat last

found in the act ofboring for marle
, when being roug

hly interrogated by one

ofthe lady
’

s seiv
’

a

’

ntsfto AVOICI
”
chast isement he confes sed his natiie, arid d e

l
l ivered h is amorou s cred ent rals . Thea

"K
mOurterth rnabed as ten thousand others

ofthe noble Lord’s have d one
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Why have I viewiclt
‘

trh.

’
“

ideal block

O r mourn
’

d the v isionary lmur

Griev
’

d .
to behol d,with w ell-bred shock;

Then w ith a bow, p ro ceed to beg ,

A general paad o
’

h
‘

on my leg
-n

i‘h -L’

almren t that to an rhour so -late
,

’
Tw as mine to urge zftlie grave debate I

Or m ourn the rest, untimely broken
l”

All this
‘

ro sary
— mall th is to do,

In form so native , neat, a nd new ,

In speech {attended to be Sp oken ;
l

But fruitless here or there,

M y leg has yet ob tain
’

d me pla ce, orfai/

IV.

P ompey : there are ofevery s hap e and size

Some are the G reat y-clep
’

d
, and s ome the Little,

Some with their deeds that filla the wond
’

riirg skies,

95 An allusion 13
” here m ad e to a sp eech publrshed

’

by the noble Lord ,

wh ich, as the title-page imports, was intended to have been spoken ; in which
his Lord sh ip, toward s the conclusron, gravely re rnarks : Hav ing, Sri, so

long encroached upon the p atience ofthe House, and observ ing by the clock
tliat ‘the hour has become so excessively late , noth ing remains for me but to

return my sincere thanks to

’

you?Sir, and the other gentlemen ofthis

House
,
for the part icu

lar crvrlity , ,and extreme a t tention , With which I

have been heard
- the interesting nature ofthe occas ion has betrayed me

I
“ into a much greater length than I had any id ea originally ofrunning in to ;

aud it the casual Warm th oftire momen t has led me into the least personal

indelicacy toward s any man alive
, I am very ready. to beg pard on Ofhim

and this House, S ir, fi havrng so done.

”

Z 3
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That ofall various Pompeys, he

Forms one complete epitome

Prepar
’

d alike fierce Fac tion
’

s host to fight,
’

O r, thankful, stoop qfii
'

ez

'

a l crumbs to bite

NO equal to himselfon earth to own ;

Or w atch , w ith anxious eye, on Treasury
-hone !

As R ome
’

s fam
’

d chief, imperious, stiff, and proud ;

Fawning
’

as curs, when supplica ting food l

In him their several virtues all reside,

The peerless Puppy, and ofPeers the pride

V .

Say, Critic Bufl
'

o
, w ill not powers like these,

E
’

en thy refin’
d fastidious j udgment please

A common hutt to all mankind,
’
Tis my hard lot to be

0 let me then some justice find,
And give the B UTT to me

Then dearest DE
’

L,

Thy praise I
’

ll tell
,

And with unprostituted pen.

In Wa rton
’

s pure and ‘modest strain,

Unw arp
’

d by HOpe
— unmov

’

d by G ain,

l 11call the best ofhusbands,
”
and most chaste Ofmenl

"

Then from my pristine labours I
’

ll relax

Then will I lay the Tree unto the
“wire 1

Ofall my former grief

Resign the bus
’
ness ofthe anxious chace,

And for past failures, and for past disgrace ,

Here find a snug reliefl

The vain pursuit offemale game give o
’
er,

And , hound ofFortune, scour the town no more !

is This line is literal ly transcribed from a speech ofLord Mountmorrei
’
s, when

Candidate some years ago for the Representation ofthe Ci‘y ofWes tminster.
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The levell
’

d ditch no more its j aws discloses,
But o

’

er its mouth, to fea
fi

st
k
our eyes and noses,

Brunswick hath planted pinks and roses ;

Hath spread smooth gravel walks, antha 'smaubowling

green 3

III .

Migh ty SOv
’
r
'

eign
'

l
‘

Migri
’

i
‘

y MaSter !

G eorge is content with lath and plaister !

.A tfhis -gate,
In a poor porter

’

s lodge, by Chambers plann
’

d,

See him w ith jenky, hand in hand,
In serious mood

,

T alking ! talking !

Talking ofaffairS
”"

O
'

f
t

sta
’

te
,

All for his country
’

s good .

Oh ! Europe
’

3 pride Britannia
’
s hope

l

‘ T o
l
view his turnip

‘

S a
'

rid po tatoes,

’

Tw as thus the laurel
’

d r
hero trod

Sweet ruraljoys l deligh ts withou t compare

See s
’

his v m
’

f Uni .)

And his
’

sparagus wave in ihe air l s

But hark
’

. I hear the Sound bf
The Levee

’

5 hour approaches
m ' i

t "

Haste, ye Postilllions l 0
’

ci th e turnpikd road ,

Back to St. jaines
’

s bear
y
our royal lo

w

ad l
if" if

i
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Proud oftheir mutual love,

Like Nisus and Euryalus they move,

To G lory
’
s steepest heights together tend,

Each careless for himself, each anxrous for his friend ?

Hail associate Politicians l

Hail sublime
“

Arithmeticians

Hail vast exhaustless source ofIrish Propositions 5

Sooner our gracious King

From heel to heel shall cease to swing

Sooner that brilliant eye shall leave its socket

Sooner that hand desert the breeches pocket,

Than constant George consent his friends to quit,

And break his p lighted faith to Jenkinson and Pitt

CHORUS.

Hail most prudent Politicians

Hail l correct Arithmeticians 1

Hail I vast exhaustless sorirce ofIrish propositions 5

Oh l
\

deep unfathomable Pit
'

t

’

!

To thee Ierneowes her happiest (
days !

Wait a bit,

And all her sons shall loudly sing thy praise l

Ierne, happy, happy Maid !

Mistress ofthe Poplin trade l

Old Europa
’

s fav
’

rite daughter,

Whom first emerging from the w ater,

In days ofyore,

Europa bore,
To the celestial Bull

Behold thy vows ar
’

eheard, behold thy joys are ful l l
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NUMBER XX I.

A D D R E S S .

AG RE E A BL Y to the reque st ofthe R ight R e

v erend Au thor
,
the following Ode is ad

m it-ted into this collec tion ; and I think

it but Just e to d eclare , that I have d ili
gen tly scanned it on my fingers ; and , after
repea ted trials, to the best ofmy know

ledge , believe the I‘d e tre to be ofthe l am

bic kind , con taining three
, four, five, and

fix fee t in one line, with the occasional

ad d ition ofthe hypercatalectic sy llable a t

stated period s . I am
, therefore , ofopi

nion , that. the com position is certainly
v erse ; though I w ou ld not wish to pro

nounce too confiden tly For further ln
form ation I shall print his G race

’

s le tter.

To SI R JOHN HAWKINS , BA RT .

SI R JOHN ,

A s I understand you are publishing an

au thentic Edition ofthe Proba tionary O des ,
I call upon you to do m e the justice ofin sert

ing the enclosed . I t was rejected on the
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Scrutiny by SignorD elpini, for reasons which
must have been suggested by the m alevo
lence ofsome rival . The reasons were , l st,
Tha t the Ode was nothing bu t prose , w rit
ten in an od d manner

“

and , 2d ly , Tha t the

Metre , if there be any , as w ell as m any
of the thoughts , are stolen from a little

Poem , in
'

a
‘ “

Collec tion called ‘

the UN I ON .

To a man ,
blest with an ear so d elicate as

your
’

s
,
Sir John

,
I think it unnecessary to

say any thing on the first charge ; and as to
'

the second , (would you believe it P) the

P oem from which I am accused ofs tealing

is my own ! Stit'ely an Au thor has a right to
m ake free with his own ideas

,
especia lly

when , ifthey w ere ever known
,
theey have

long since been forgotten by his read ers . Yon

are not to .learn
,
S ir John , tha t 72071 rip-a

pareizz
‘

z
'

éw 69
’

72072 exz
’

rtentz
’

éur mi m z
‘

z
’

a

and nothing bu t , the ac tive spirit ofliterary
jea lousy, could have d ragged for th my for
m er Ode from the obscurity, in which it has
long slept

,
to the disgrace of all good taste

in the present age . Howeve r , that you and

the public m ay see, how little I have really
taken

,
and how much I have opened the

thoughts , and improved the language ofthat
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tha t little , I send youmy imitation: bffin
/re?

a s w ell as some few explanatory notes, ne

cessary to elucida te my classical and bistori
cal allusions .

I am
,
SI R JOHN

,

With every wish for you r success,

You r most obedien t humble servant,

WILLIAM YORK .

PINDAR IC ODE,

By D R . W . MARKHAM,

Lord Archbishop ofY ork, Primate ofEngland, and

Lord High Almoner to
'

his Majesty, formerly Pre

ceptor to the Princes, Head Master ofWestminster

School, 860 . &c . 850 .

STROPHE I .

T H E priestly mind what virtue so approves,

And testifies the pure prelatic -Spirit,

As loyal gratitude ?

IM I TA TXON S o r MY S I L F .

S h e/156 I .

This good ly frame What virtue so approves,
And testifies the pure a thenal spirit,

A s mild benevolence

In} 01 : to fl rtfiur Garl
ow, Eff.
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And Power Supreme that brooks not hold contention

Till all the zeal monarchial

That fired the Preacher, in the Bard ashall blaze,

And what my Sermons were, myO des Once imore shall

STROPHE II.

G ood PR I CE , to Kings and me afoe nO
‘

more,
“

By LANSD OWN won
,
shall pay

'w ith friendly censure

His past hostility.

Nor shall not He assist, my pupil once ,

Ofstature small
,
but doughty tongue,

~

Bold AB IN G D ON, whose rhetoric unres train
’

d,

R ushes , more lyrically w ild ,

t Than G R E E N
’

E
’

S
‘

mad lays, when he outé pindar
’
d

P I N D A R .

ANTISTROPHE II .

I
vVith him too

,
E r F I N C HAM his aid shall join,

1 Who , erst by G OR D ON led, with bonfires usher (1

His Sov
’

reign
’

s natal month.

Secure in such allies, to princely themes,

To HE N R Y
’
S and to ED WA R D

’

S young .

D uring the Administration ofLord SH E L B U R N E,I was told by a friend

Ofmine, that Dr. PR I C E took occasron, in 1113 presence, to d eclare the mos t

lively abhorrence ofthe d amnable heresies , whic h he had formerly advanced

against the ffare d r'vmo doctrines, contained in some Ofmy Sermons .

1
~ See a translation ofP rND A R , by EDWA R D BU R NA B Y G R EENE .

I This alludes wholly to a private anecdote
,
and rn no d egree to certain

malicious reports ofthe noble Earl
’
s conduct d uring the

'

riots ofjune, 1 7 80 .

rsrrTA T I O Ns o r M Y S E L F .
Antzsz

‘

rojzfie I I

To HE NR Y S and to E D WA R D S old,

Dread names, I
’
ll meditate the fa ithful song, &c.
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Dear names , I
’
ll meditate the faithful song ;

How oft beneath my birch severe,

Like E FF I N GHAM and AB I NG D ON , they tingled

EPODE II .

O r to the Y O UTH IMM A C UL A
’

I
‘

E

Ascending thence, I
’
ll sing the strain celestial,

By P I TT ,
to bless our isle restor

’
d .

Trim plenty, not luxuriant as ofold,

Peace, laurel-crown
’
d no more

Jus tice, that smrtcs by scores, unmov
’

d ;

And her ofverdant locks,

Commerce, like Harlequin , in motley vesture,

1
‘ Whose magic sword with sudden sleight,

Wav
’
d o

’

er the HI B E R NIAN treaty, turn s to bonds,

The dreams ofairy w ealth, that play
’

d round PATR I CK
’
S

1: eyes .

The presentMinistry have tw ice gratified the public, with the awfu lly

sublime spectacle oftwenty hanged at one time.

1 These three lures , I must confess, have been interpolated since th e In .

troduction ofthe fourth Proposit ion In the new [m ix R esolutions . They

arose, however, quite naturally out. ofmy preced ing personification ofcom

meree .

i I have taken the lrberty of employing P atrick in the same sense as

Pa ddy , to personrfy the people ofI reland . The latter name was too col

loquial for the d ignity ofmy blank verse.

I M I TA T I ON S o r MY SEL F.

E/Ioa
'
e II .

Justice with steady brow,

‘Trzm plenty, Laurea t peace, and green
-baird commerce,

In flowrng robe oft/zousand hues, &C.

On this Imitation ofmyself, I cannot help remarkrngy how happrly I

have now applled some ofthese ep ithe ts, which, it must be confessed, had

not halfthe prOpriety before.

A A



STROPHE III.

But 10 yon bark, that r
ich with India spoils,

O
’

er the w ide- sw elling ocean
,
rides triumphant,

Oh ! to BR I T ANN I A
’

S shore

In safety waft, ye winds, the precious freight
’

Tis HA ST rn o s ; ofthe prostrate, EA ST

D espotic arbiter ; whose
If bounty gave

My M AR K IIAM
’

S delegated rule

To riot in the plunder ofBE N AR E S .

ANTISTROPHE III.

EIQWYfi t amflghts tl Gan-
«G a s, oft diStain

’

d

With GRNTOO carn age, quakes tlnzo
’

: all his branches !

Soon may I greet the mom
,

W
’

hen, HA ST IN G S screen
’

d , D UN D A S and G E OR G E
’
S

T One ofthe many frivolous charges brought against Mr. Hasting s by fac

t rons men, is the remoyal ofa Mr. Fow rcrs, contrary to the ord ers ofthe

D irectors , that he might make room for his own appointment ofmy son to

tne R esrdentshrp rofB E NA R E S . I have ever thought rr
-

‘

my d uty to support the

late Governor-General, b oth at Lead enhall and ,
rn the House ofPeers, against

all uch rexatrous accusat ions.

I M I TAT I ONS O F MY SE L F.

Strol l/tr I II .

O r trace her navy, where in towering pnde

Oler'“If. wide-swelling waste itrolls avengefrrl .
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0 may thy blooming Heir,

In virtues equal, be like thee prolific !

Till a new race oflittle G UE L P
l
s
,

1 ‘

Beneath the rod offuture MA R KHAM S train
’
d,

Lisp on their Grandsire
’

s knee his mitred Laureat
’

s

lays .

Signor Delpiniwanted to strike out all that follows, because
,

truly it had

no connection With the rest . The transition, like some others in th is and my

former Ode to Arthur Onslow, Esq . may be too fine for vulgar apprehensions,

but it: is therefore the more Pind aric.

I M I TA T I ONS OF MY SE L F.
0 may your risrng hope,

Well-principled in every viitue, bloom,

’
Till a fresh-springing flock implore,

With infant hand s, a Grand sire
’

s powerful prayer,

Or round your honour
’

d couch their piatlmg Sports pursue .
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NUMBER XXI I .

O D E ,

By tbe R E V. THOMAS WARTON,
B.D .

Fellow ofthe T rinity College, in Oxford , late Professor

ofPoetry in that University, and now Poet Laureat

to his Majesty
I .

AM ID the thunder ofthe w ar,

T rue glory guides no echoing car ;

N or bids the sword her bays bequeath

Nor
‘

stains w ith blood her brightest wreath

No plumed host her tranquil triumphs own

Nor spoils ofmurder
’

d multitudes she brings,

T o swell the State ofher distinguish
’

d kings,

And deck her chosen throne .

On that fair throne, to Britain dear,

With the flowering olive tWin
’

d,

High She hangs the hero
’s Spear ;

And there, with all the
,

palms ofpeace combin
’

d,

Her unpolluted hand s the milder trophy rear.

To kings like these, her genuine theme
,

The Muse a blameless homage pays ;

To GEORGE,
ofkings like these supreme,

She wishes honour
’
d length ofdays,

Nor prostitutes the tribute ofher lavs.

II.
’

Tis his to bid neglected genius glow ,

And teach the regal bounty how to flow 5

His tutelary sceptre
’

s sway

The vindicated Arts obey,

And hail their patron King
A A S
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’

Tis his to j udgment
’

s s teady line

Their fligh ts fantastic to confine,

And yet expand their wing

The fleeting forms ofFashion to restrain,

And bind capricious T aste in T ruth
’

s eternal chain .

Sculp ture , licen tiou s now no more,

From Greece her great example takes;

With Nature
’
s warmth the marble w akes,

And spu rns the toys ofmodern lore

In native beauty, simply p lann
’
d ,

Corinth, thy tufted shafts ascend

The G races guide the painter
’

s hand ,

His magic mimicry to blend .

III .

While such the gifts his reign bestow s,

Amid the proud display,

Those gem s around thethrone he throw s

That shed a softer ray

While from the summits ofsublime R enown

He w afts his favour
'

s universal gale,

With those sw eet flowers he binds a crown

That bloom in Virtue
’

s humble vale.

With rich munificence , the nup tial tye,

Unbroken he combines :

Conspicuous in a nation
’

s eye,

The sacred patern shines

Fair Science to reform,
reward , and raise,

T o Spread the lustre ofdomestic praise ;

T o foster Emula tion
’

s holy flame,
To build Society

’

s majestic frame

.Ma iikind to polish and to teach ,

Be this the monarch
’

s aim

Above Ambition
’

s gian t
-reach

The monarch’s meed to claim.
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,

sight ofsuch a figure in such. a 'place, h ad
already given ord ers to one ofthe attendant

beef~ eaters to dismiss him from his presence ,
when

,
by a cer tain hasty spasmodic mum

bling, toge ther with two or three prompt
quotation s from Virgil, the person ,

w as d is

covered to be .no o ther than the Rev . Mr.

7 720d War ton him se lf, d ressed in the oth

cial vesture of. his professorship , a nd the

paper which he held in his hand being
‘

no

thing e lse bu t afair-w ritten petition , deSigned

for the inspec tion of. his Majesty, our gra

cions Sovereign,
made

.
up for the seeming

rudeness ofthe first
"

recep tion , by a hearty
embrace on recogn ition ; and the con tents

of the petition ‘

being forthwith examined,
were found - to be pre tty nearly as follow s .

We omit the common -place compli
m e n ts gen erally introduced in the exordia of

these applica tions
, as

“ relying upon your
Majesty ’

s well- known c lemencyf
’

con

Vinced ofyour R oyal regard for the real
in terest ofyour subjec ts 3” pene tra ted
with the fulle st conviction ofyour wis

dom and iustice , which, though

undoub ted ly very . true , when considered as

ad dressed to George the Th ird
, mfg/if, per
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haps, a s matters ofm ere form ,
be applied to

a Sovereign , who neither had proved wisdom
nor regard for his subj ects in one ac t ofhis

reign , and proceed to the substance and m at

ter ofthe complain t itself. It se ts forth
,

CC

CC

{ 4

( 6

CC

( 6

6 6

6 4

( C

.
u

That the . Pe titioner, Mr. Thomas , had

been man y y ears a m aker ofPoetry, as his
friend Mr. Sad/er , the pastry-cook , ofOX

ford , and some othe r c reditable witnesses,
could w ell evince : that many ofhis w orks
offancy

,
and m ore particularly that one,

which is known by the nam e ofhis Cri

z
‘

z

’

cz

’

rmr upon l ’
iae

,
had been well t e

ceived by the . learned ; that ,
thus encou

raged , he had en tered the list
,
toge ther

with , many other great and respec table
candidates, for the honour ofa succession

to the vacan t L aureatrbzp ; that a d ecided
return had been m ade inhis favour by the
officers best c alculated to judge , namely

,

the Right Hon . the Earl ofSalisbury, and

the learned Szgfzor D ie/152m, his L ord ship ’

s

worthy coadj utor ; that the Signor
’

s d eli

cacy , unhappily for the Petitioner
,
like

tha t ofMr. Coréez‘z‘ , in the instance of. the

Westminster elec tion“

, had inclined h
im to

the grant ofa SCRUTJNY ; that in conse
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( C

hC

N
‘

36

CC

( C

0
5

l

66

nc

u .

cc
’

4C

( 6

6 h

101

O
5
6

6 1;

fi

quence ofthe vexatious and pertinacious
perseverance on the part ofseveral gen tle
men in this illegal and Oppressive mea

sure , the Petitioner had been Severely in;
jured in his spirits, his comforts , and his

interest : that he had been for many years
engaged in a most laborious and expensive
und ertaking, in which he had been ho
noured with the m ost liberal eommunica
tions from all the universities in Europe,
to wit, a Splendid and must correct edi

tion ofthe Farinata Mineral ,ofthe imme r
tal Mr. Step/yen D ue/é that he was also

under positive articles ofliterary partner
ship with his brother , the learned and

well~ knovVn D r. j
’

orepb, to
‘

supply two

pages per day in
‘

his new work , now in

the press , entitled his E ssay on the L9?

and Writings ofMr. THOMA S H I CKA

THR I FT ; in both ofwhich great under
takings, the progress had beenmost essen

tinily interrupted by the great anxiety and
distress ofmind

,
under which the Peti

tioner has for som e time laboured , on at:

c
‘

o
‘

unt of this inequitable scru tiny ; that
the Petitioner is heun'd by his h onour and
this engagement to prepare a new Ode

“

for
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ofMajesty , that the sermon ; which we un

derstand was founded upon the text, L et

= lzim leer]? l/
" ll’ tonguefrom evil, and his lzjos

tha t they speak no unlruz
‘lz,
”

and which

was
‘

rzoz
‘ preached by D r. P rettyman, was

entire ly neglected , and a message instantly
w ritten ,

honoured by the Sign Manual, and

d irec ted to the oflice ofthe R ight Hon . Lord
t
‘lyoirey ,

Secretary for the Home D epart
m en t , enjoining an immediate red ress for
Mr.

‘I loomrzs , and a total suspension ofany

further proceedings in a rrieasure which
’

(as

the energy ofR oyal eloquence expressed it)
was ofsuch unexampled injustice, illegality,
and oppression , as that ofa scrutiny after a

fair poll, and a decided superiority ofadmitted

szgfmges . This m essage , conveved , as its

solemnity w ell required
,
by no other Person

than the Honourable young Tommy him self,

Secretary to his amazing father, h ad its due
influence with the Court ; the Noble Lord
broke his wand Mr . D elpiniexecuted a cloa

caioe, and tried a t a somerset ; he grinned a

grim obedience to the mandate, and calling

for pen , ink , and paper, w rote the following
let ter to the Printer ofthat favourite diurnal

“

vehicle through whose medium these effu
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sions had been heretofore submitted to the

public :

Monsieur ,

On vous requis , you are hereby coni
m andiexnot to pooblish any more ofde

Ode Proéotionorefi mou ober umi, Mousieur

Geoige je Roi, says it be ver bad to vex

Monsieu r le . petit homme avec lo grand
paunch- Monsieur l urtou

, any more vid
scrutinée ; je vous commande derefore

to finis -Que le R oisoit loué l— God save

de King ! mind vat I say
— ou le grand

G eorge and le bon Dieu damn votre ame

bodie, vos jambes, 85 vos pies, for ever
and ever— pour jamais.

( Signed) D E L F INI .

Nothing now remained , but for the Judges
to make their return , which having done in

favour ofMr. l omus Warton
,
the original

objec t oftheir preference, whom they now

pronounced duly elected , the following Im

perial notice was published in the succeeding
Satu rday's Gazette, confirming the Nom ina ,

tion , and giving legal Sanction to the Ap

pointment .



[ 366 1
'

PROCLAMATION .

To

'

all CHR I STI AN PE OP L E to whom these

presen ts shall come
, greeting,

KNOW YE , That by and with the a d
'

Vice , consen t , concurrence , and approba tion
ofour right trusty and w ell~ beloved cousins,

James Cecil, Earl ofSalisbu ry, and Antonio

Franciso Ignicio
'

D elpini, E sq . Aur. and

Pierot to the Theatre s-royal, Hay a market,

WE
,
for divers good causes and ? confidera

tions , u s thereunto especially moving, have
mad e , ord ained , nominated , cons tituted , and
appointed , and by these presen ts do make

,

ordain ,
nominate , constitute

,
and appoin t,

the R ev . Thom as Warton , B .D . to be our

true and only legal Laureat, Poet, and Poet
aster ; that is to say , to pen ,

w rite, compose,
transpose , select, dictate,

'

compile, ind ite ,

edite’

,
invent , design, steal, put together,

tran scribe
,
fram e

, fabricate; manufac ture ,
make, join ,

build , scrape
, grub, collect,

vamp , find , discover , catch, smuggle, pick
up , beg, borrow , or buy, in

“

the same man

ner and with the same privileges as have
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absolute and positive command , shall befound

offending against this our R oyal Proclama

tion ,
tha t he , she, or they being du ly con -s

v ie ted , shall
,
for every such c rime and m is

d em eanor, be punished in the m anner and

form follow ing ; to wit— For the first of

fence he shall be d raw n on a sledge to the

m ost con spicuous and notorious part ofour

ever faithfu l city ofL ondon ,
and shall then

and there , with an audible voice , pronounce ,
read , and deliver three several printed
speeches ofour right, trusty, and approved
MAJOR lonN Sc o r n — For the second of

fence, tha t he be required to translate in to
good and lawful E nglish one whole u h

spoken speech ofour right trusty and well

beloved cousin and councellor, L ord Vis
coun t l

‘

v
’l ouNTM OR RE s , of the kingdom of

Ireloezo
’

5
— and for the third offence, that he

be cond emned to read one
’

whole page ofthe

Poem s , E ssays , or C riticism s ofour said

L aurea t , Mr. Thom as Warton .
— And

w hereas the said office ofLaureat is a plac
ofthe la st impor tance , inasmuch as the per

son holding it has confided to him the care
ofm aking the R oyal vir tues known to the

world ; and we being minded and desirous
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that the said T . War ton should execute and

perform the du ties ofhis said offi ce with the

u tmost d ignity and d ecorum , N ow KNOW

YE , That w e have thought it mee t to d raw
up a d ue and proper Table ofInstruc tions ,
hereun to annexed , for the u se ofthe said

Thom as Warton , in his said poetical exer

cise and employmen t, which w e d o hereby
m ost stric tly will and enjoin the said Thomas

Warton to abide by and follow , under pain
ofincu rring our m ost high displeasure .

Given at our Court a t St . James
’

s
, this

3oth day oflVIay, one thousand seven
hund red and eighty-five .

Vivant 59
°

R egime.



TABLE OF INSTRUCTIONS

I OR THE

THOMAS WARTON , B .D . AND

P .L . Ca
’

c . 69
’

s .

Clmmécrlaz
'

n
’
s Ofi ce, May got/7 , 1 785 .

ist, THAT in fabricating the catalogue of

Regal Virtues (in which task the Poet m ay

much assist his invention by perusing the

Odes ofhis severa l predecessors)you be par
ticularly careful not to omit his Chastity, his
skill in Mechanics , and his Royal Talen t of

Child -ge tting .

2d ly, It is expected that you should be

very liberally endowed with the gift ofPro

phecy ; but be.
very careful not to predict

any event bu t what may be perfec tly accep t
able to your Sovereign ,

such as the subju

gation ofAmerica, the destruction ofthe

Whigs, long- life, &c . &c .
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must always be adapted to theMusic, and not

the Music to your Od e . The omission Ofa

line or two cannot be supposed to m ake any

m aterial difference either in the poetry or in

sense .

6thly , That as these sort of invitation s
have of late years been considered by the

Mu ses as m ere card s ofcompliment , and of

course have been bu t rarely accep ted , you
m ust not w aste m ore than twenty lines in
invoking the Nine , nor repea t the w ord
Hail !

”
more than fifteen times at farthest .

7 thly , And finally, That it may not be

amiss to be a little in telligible

tl‘ This is an additional
”

proofthat Mr. Warton had

not received, the Instructions at the time he composed his

said Ode .
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THE PUBLIC .

TH E very favourable reception given
to the R OL L I AD , and P ROBA TI ONA R Y

OD E S , has induced the Editor to con

ceive , that a collec tion ofpolitical j
‘
eus

d
’

E spritr, by the authors of those cele

brated performances , .would prove equally
acceptable . Various publications upon a

similar plan have already been attempt
ed but their good things have been so

scantily interspersed , that they have ap

peared like G RATIANO
’

S reasons, as

two grains ofWHE AT in u dusbel of
CHA FF .

”
In the present Edition are

contained not only a number of pieces
which have at differen t times been given

B B 4.



37 6 TO THE PUBLIC .

to the Public , but also a variety ofOri

glual Articles, which but for the flattering
confid ence of priva te friend ship, wou ld

have still r emained in the closets oftheir
au thors . M I SCEL L AN I E S , indeed , in any

state , from the variety which they afford ,
must ever be a ttrac tive ; but , when ad ded

to this inheren t advantage , they a lso pos

sess the benefit ofa proper selec tion
,
their

a ttrac tion mu st ofnecessity becom e mate

rially enhanced . The fam e ofthe Au

thors ofthe following sheets is too w ell

established in the m ind ofevery person of

taste and literatu re, to d erive a ny aid

from our feeble panegyric . It is only to

be lam en ted that , from the peculiar cir

cum stances under which these their poe
tical offspring m ake their appearance , the

Paren ts ’ names cannot be announced to

the world with all , tha t parad e which ac

companies a m ore legal in tercourse with

the Perhaps , however, ~

the . vi

gou r and native . energy ofthe Paren ts,
appear

’

much moreprominent in these ar

den t inspirations offnature, than in the

cold , nerveless, unimpaSsioned efforts ofa.
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TO THE PUBLIC .

obscurity, the reputation of the poem
which celebrated their worth, still retains
its original splendour . And , in t ru th, as

a matter ofequity , if blockhead s and

dunces are Worthy to be record ed in the

Poet
’

s page, Why may not P rivy Council
lors and L ord s ofthe Bedchamber demand

a similar exaltation ?



POLITICAL MISCELLANIES .

PROBATIONARY ODE

EXTRAORDINARY ,

By ta Rev . W. MASON, M A.

{TH E following second attempt ofMr. MASON, at the

R OY AL S A CK , was not inserted in the celebrated collection

ofOdes formed by Sir JOHN HAWK I NS .
~ -What might

be the motive of the learned Knight for this omis

sion can at present only be known to himself.— Whether

he treasured it up for the next edition ofhis
'

Life ofDr.

jOHN SON , or whether he condemned it for its too c lose

resemblancp to a former elegant lyric effusion ofthe Rev .

Au thor, must remain for time
,
or Mr. FR AN C I S B AR B ER,

to d evelope .
—Having , however, been fortunate enough to

p rocure a Copy, we have printed both the Od es in Opposite

leaves, that in case the latter supposition should turn out

to be well founded , the public may d ecide how far the

worthy magistrate was justified in this exclusion .]
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O D E

To tbe Honourable WILLIAM PITT .

By W. MASON, M A
'

.

N6WV; 07 ; ¢Bovepa2

<ppéva q éju cpmps
'

ju awazéxm
'
8sg;
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'

r
'

r
'
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’

rpe
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’
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'

ww wa 'rpaia v,

Mal l "raid-3 iz
'

w
'

ec.

P I NDAR . Isthm . Od e a .

’

Tis May
'
s meridian reign 5 yet Eurus cold

Forbid s each shrinking thorn its leaves unfold ,
Or hang with silver bud s her rural throne

N0 primrose shower from her green lap she throws

No d aisy, violet, or cowslip blows,

And Flora weeps her fragrant offspring gone .

Hoar frost arrests the genial d ew

To wake, to warble, and to woo

No linnet calls his d rooping love

Shall then the poet strike the lyre,

When mute are all the feather
’

d quire,

And Nature fails to warm the syrens ofthe grove

This expression is takenfrom Milton’s song onMay Morn ing, towhich

this stanza in general alludes, and the 4th verse in the next.
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I I .

He shall for what the sullen Spring denies

The orient beam ofvirtuous you th supplies

That mOral d awn be his inspiring flame .

Beyond the d ancing radiance ofthe east

Thy glory, son ofCHATHAM fires his breast,

And proud to celebrate thy vernal fame .

Hark, from this lyre the strain a scend s,

Which but to Freedom ’

s fav
’

rite friend s

That lyre d isd ains to sound .

Hark and approve, as d id thy sire

The lays which once with kind red fire

His muse in attic mood made MonA
’

s oaks rebound .

Long silent since, save when, in KEP P E L
’

S name,

D etraction, murd
’

ring BR ITA I N
’

S naval fame,

B ou s
’

d into sound s ofscorn th
’

indignant s tring To

But now, replenish
’

d with a richer theme
,

The vase ofharmony shall pour its stream,

Famu
’

d by free Fancy
’

s rainbow-tinctur
’

d wing .

Thy country too shall hail the song ,

Her echoing heart the notes prolong

While they alone with i envy sigh,

Whose rancour to thy parent d ead
Aim

’

d , ere his funeral rites were paid ,

With vain vindictive rage to starve his progeny .

I

The poem ofCaractacus was read in MS . by the late Earl of

Chatham, who honoured It With an approbation which the author 13 here

proud to record .

1
“ See Od e to the Naval Offi cers ofGreat Britain, written 1 7 7 9 .

I See the motto from Pindar.
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From earth and these the mu se averts her view,

To meet in yond er sea ofether blue

A beam to which the blaze ofnoon is pale

In purpling circles now the glory spread s,

A host ofangels now unveil their head s,

While heav ’

n
’

s own music triumphs on the gale,

Ah see, two white- rob
’

d seraphs lead

Thy father
’

s venerable shad e

He bend s from yond er cloud ofgold ,

While they, the ministers oflight,

Bear from his breast a mantle bright,

And with the heav
’

n-wove robe thy you thful limbs enfold .

V.

Receive this mystic gift, an y son l
”
he cries,

And
,
for so wills the Sov

’

reign ofthe sk ies ,

With this receive, at A L B I ON
’

S anxious hour,

A double portion ofmy patriot zeal,

Active to Spread the fire it d ar
’

d to feel

Thro
'

rap tur
’

d senates, and with awful power

From the full fountain ofthe tongue

To call the rapid tide along

Till a whole nation caught the flame .

So on thy sire sh
'

all heav
’

n bestow,

A blessing TU L L Y feil’d to know,

And redolent in thee diffuse thy father
’

s fame .

VI .

Nor thou , ingenuous boy 1 that Fame d espise .

Which lives and spread s abroad in Heav
’

n
’

s pure eyes,
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THE STATESMEN

AN ECLOGUE .

LANSDOWNE .

WH I L E on the Treasu ry
-Bench you , P I T T , recline,

And make men wonder at each vast d esign ;

I , hapless man, my harsherfate d eplore,

.Ord arn
’

d to view the regal face no more ;

That face which ers t on me with rapture glow
’d ,

And smiles responsive to my smiles bestow
’

d

But now the Cou rt I leave, my native home,

A banish
'

d man , cond emn
’

d in wood s to roam 5

While you to senates, BRUN SW I CK
’
S mandates give,

And teach white-wand s to chaunt his high prerogative.

PITT .

Oh ! LAN S D OW N E,

’

twas a more than mortal pow
'

r

IVIy fate controul
’

d , in that auspicious hour,

THE S TA T E SMEN . ] I t W'

l ll be unnecessary to inform the classical

reader, that this Eclogue evrdentlyk ommences as an Im itation ofthe I st.

ofV irgil
— the A uthor, however, With a boldness perfectly characteristic

ofthe personages he was to represent, has In the progress ofhis work
carefully avoided exery th ing like a too close adherence to his original

d esrgn .

L ine 8 -A beefs/I
’d man

,
&c Vrde the noble Marquis

’
s celebrated

speech, an the no less celebrated IR I SH PR OP O S I T I ONS .
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For well I wot on that unhappy day,

When B R I TA IN mourn
'

d an empire giv
’

n away ;

IVhen rud e impeachments menaced from afar,

And what gave peace to FR ANCE— to us was war 5

For awful vengeance Heav
’

n appear
’

d to call,

And agonizing Na ture mark
’

d our fall.

Dire change ! DuND A s
’

s cheek with blushes glow
’

d ,

GR ENV I L L E was dumb, MAHON no phrenzy show
’

d ;

Thou gh D R A K E harrangu
’

d , no slumber G ILB E RT fear
’

d ,

And MU LG R AVE
'

S mouth like other mou ths appear
’

d ; 40

In vain had B E L L AMY prepar
’

d the meat ;

In vain the porter ; B AMB E R could not eat ;

When BU RKE arose no yell the curs began,

And R O L L E , for once, halfseem
’

d a gentleman

Then name this god , for to St . JAMES
’

S Court,

Nor god s nor angels often make resort.

PITT.

In early you th misled by Honour
’

s rules,

That fancied Deity Ofd reaming fools ;

I simply thought, forgive the rash mistake,

That Kings should govern for their People
’

s sake

Bu t Reverend JENK Y soon these thoughts supprest,

And d rove the glittering phantom from my breast 5

Line 5L
— But Rev erend J E NKY . ] Our Author here, in some measure

d eviating from his usual perspicuity, has left us in d oubt whether the

term Reverend , is applied to the years or to the profession ofthe gentle

man intended to be complimented . His long experience in the secrets of

t he C R I TI CA L R s vrew, and BU C K I N GHAM HOU S E , would well jus

t ify the former suppos ition ; yet his early admission into D E A CON
’

S

O RD E R S Will equally support the latter : our readers therefore mu st de

cide
, wh ile we can only sincerely exult in h is Majesty

’
s enjoyment of
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JENKY that sage, whom mighty GEORGE declares,

Next SCHWE L LENBU RG EN , great on the back s tairs

"

Twas JENK INSON— ye D eacons, catch the sound

Ye Treasury scribes, the sacred name rebound

Ye pages, sing it
— echo it, ye Peers !

And ye who best repeat, Right Reverend Seers !

Whose pious tongues nowavering fancies sway,

But like the need le ever point one way .

LANSDOWNE .

Thrice happy you th l secure from every change,

Thy beasts unnumber
’

d ,
’

mid the Commons range ;

Whilst thou , by JOvz
’

s aetherial spirit fired ,

Or by sweet BR UN SWI CK
’

S sweeter breath inspired ,

Another ORPHEU S every bosom chear
,

65
And sticks, and stocks, and stones , roar bear bear ! bear

Raised by thy pipe the savage tribes advance,

And Bulls and Bears in mystic mazes dance

For me no cattle now my s teps attend ,

Ev
’

n PR I CE and P R rEST LY , wearied , scorn theirfriend ; 70

And these twin sharers ofmy festive board ,

Hope ofmy flock, now seek some richer Lord ,

3 man whose whole p ious l ife has been spent in su s
’
aining that beauti

ful and pathetic injLinct ion ofscripture, SE RVE G OD , A ND H ONOUR
THE K I NG .

”

L ine 68 .
— And Bulls and B ears in my stic mazes The beaut iful

allusion here made to that glorious state ofdoub t and Obscurity in which

our youthful Minister
’
s measures have been invariably involved , With

its consequent Operation on the stockholders, is here most fo r tunately

introduced — What a striking contrast does Mr. P i t '

t
'
s conduct, in this

particular, form to that ofthe Duke ofPOR TLAN D , Mr. Fox, and your

other[Jain ma ttzr offart mm



( 39 2 )

PITT.

Sooner shall EFFINGHAM clean linen wear,

OrMORN INGTON without his star appear ;

Sooner each prisoner BUL L ER
’

S law escape

Sooner shall QU EENS B U R Y commit a rape

Sooner shall POW NEY , Howa n o
’

s nodd le reach ;

Sooner shall THU R LOW hear his brother preach

Sooner with V ES T R 1 5 , BOOTL E shall contend

Sooner shall ED EN not betray his friend

Sooner DUND A S an Indian bribe decline ;

Sooner shall I my chastity resign ;

Sooner shall ROSE than PRETTYMAN lie faster,

Than PITT forget that JENKINSON
’

S his maker.

LANSDOWNE .

Yet oft in times ofyore I
’

ve seen thee stand

Like a tallMay
-

pole
’

mid the patriot band

While with reforms you tried each baneful art,

To wring fresh sorrows from your Sovereign
’

s heart

That heart
, where every virtuous thought is known,

But modestly locks up and keeps them all his own .

”Twas then that Pr'r'

r , for youth such warmth allows,

To wan ton Freedom paid his amorous vows ;

Line 83 -Saoner simII Ross Mari PR nTTYMAN Iiefaster.] This

beautiful compliment to the happy art ofembellishment, so wond erfully

possessed by this [ta r nobilefrarrum, merits our warmest applause ; and the

skill ofour author no where appears more ConSp lClOUS than in this l ine,

where, in refusmg to give to either the pre eminence, he bestows the a:

p lus ultra ofexcellence On both .
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PITT.

Yet stay
— Behold the Heav

’

ns begin to lour,

And HOL LAND threatens with a thunder show
’

r ;

With me partake the feast, on this green box,

Full fraught with many a feast for factious Fox

Each Sapient hint that pious PR ETTY gleans ,

And the huge bulk OfR o sa
’

sWays and Means ;

See too the smoaky citizens approach,

Piled with petitions view their Lord Mayor
’

s coach ;

Ev
’

n now their lengthen
’

d shadows reach this floor,
Oh ! that d- n

’

d SHOP-TAX— AUB R EY , shut the door ! 13a





[ 396 ]

ANOTHER .

A mere affair oftrade to embrace,

Wines, brandies, glo
’
ves, fans, cambricks, lace ,

For this on me my Sovereign laid

His high command s, and I obeyed

Nor think, my lord , this conduct base .

Party were guilt in such a case,

When thus my country, for a space,

Calls my poor skill toD OR SET
’

S aid

A mere affair oftrade !

Thus ED EN, with unblushing face,

To NORTH would palliate his disgrace ;

When NO RTH, with smiles, this answermade

You might have spared what you have said
4" I thought the business ofyour place

A mere affair oftrade !

ANOTHER .

Around the tree, so fair, so green ,

Erewhile, when summer shone serene
,

where the leaves in many a ring,

Before the wint
’

ry tempes t wing,

Fly scattered o
’

er the dreary scene

Such, NOR TH, thy friends . Now cold and keen

Thy Winter blows no shelt
’

ring skreen

They stretch, no graceful shade they fling
Around the tree.
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EPIGRAMS

On tire IMMACULATE

THAT Master PiTT seems

To be fond ofextremes,

NO longer is thought any ridd le

For sure we may say,
’

Tis as plain as the d ay,

That he always kept clear ofthe midd le .

ANOTHER .

’

Tis true, ind eed , we oft abu se him,

Because he bend s to no man

But Slander
’

s selfd aresnot accuse him

Ofstiffness to a woman .

ANOTHER .

No ! no ! for my virginity,

When I lose that, quoth P ITT, I
’

ll d ie ;

C ries WI LB E R FOR C E , Ifnot till then,

By G
— d you must outlive all men

No l no ! for my virginity,

\Vhen I lose that,
” quoth R O S E , I ’ll d ie

Behind the elms last night,
” quoth D I CK,

R OSE, were you not extremely Sick PR I OR .



[ 400 ]

ANOTHER ”r

Onfair and equa l terms to place

An union is thy care ;

But trust me, Pow is, in this case

The equal should not please his Grace,

And PiT '
r d islikes thefair.

ANOTHER .

The viru lent fair,

Protest and d eclare,
{

This Ministry
’

s not to their hearts

For say what they will,

TO them Master B I L L

Has never discover
’

d 1113 parts .

ANOTHER.

Ex nilfit .

Wh en PITT exclaim
’

d , By m easures I
’

ll be tried ,
”

That false appeal all m an-kind d enied .

ANOTHER .

Incau tiou s Fo x will oft repose

In fair one
’

s bosom though ts Ofworth ;

But PiTT his secrets keeps so close,

NO female arts can draw them forth .

fit A coalition between the D UK E o r POR TLAND and Mr. Pi 'i T, was

attempted to be formed by Mi. Pow i s, and the other Country Gentle

men — This endeavour, however, was d efeated in consequence ofMr.

Pn
‘

T
’
s construction ofthe tcrm sfair and equal.
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T H E

DELAVALIAD.

WHY , says an ind ignant poet, should Mr.

ROL L E alone , ofall the geniuses that d istin

guish the present period , be though t the o nly
person ofworth o

'

r talents enough to give
birth and name to an immortal effusion ofdi

’

vine p'

oesy PHe questi
'

ons not that great man
’

s

pretensions far from it 5 he reveres his ances
tors, adores his talents ; and feels some thing

hard ly short ofid ola try tow ard s his manners

and accomplishmen ts.
-But still, Why such

p rofusion ofdistinc tion toward s one, to the ex

e lusion ofmany o ther high charac ters Our

Poet professes to feel this inju stice extremely,
and has mad e the following attemp t to rescue

one d e serving man from so unmerited an oblo
quy . The read erWill perceive the measure to

be an imitation ofthat which has been so d e

served ly admired in our 1mmorfal
‘

hard , in his

p lay of A; fairLike It .

”

From the East to theWestern Inde

No Jewel is like Rosalind ;
Herworth being mounted on the Wind ,
Thro

’

all the world bears Rofalind, 8 m. Sac .
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This kind ofverse is ad opted by the poet to
avoid any appearance oftoo servile an imita

tion ofthe ROL L IA D . He begins,

Ye patriots all, both great and small,

Resign the palm to D E L A VAL ;

The virtues would
’

st thou practise all,

So in a month d id D EL AVAL .

A pa triot first both stout and tall,

Firm for the d ay was D E L AVAL .

The friend to court, where frowns appal,

The next became good D E LAVAL .

Wilt thou against Oppression bawl

Just so d id valiant D ELAVAL

Yet in a month, thyselfenthral,

So did the yielding D ELAVAL

Yet give to both, a dangerous fall,

So d id reflecting D E LAVAL .

Ifresignation
’

s good in all,

Why so it is in D ELAVAL

For ifyou p against a wall,

Just so you may
’

gainst D ELAVAL

And ifwith foot you kick a ball,

E
’

en so you may
— A D E LAVAL .

’

G ainst z
'

Muence would
’

st thou vent thy gall,

Thus d id the patriot D E L AVAL

Y et servile stoop to Royal call,

So did the loyal D ELAVAL .

What friend to Freedom’
s fair-built Hall,

Was louder heard than D EL AVAL

Y et who the Commons rights to maul,

More stout was found than D EL AVA L P

-
’

Gainst Lord s and Lord lings would
’

st thou brawl,

Just so did he— SrR DE LAVA L

D D 2
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horn , that roared with the Dog , that barked
a t the Cat, that killed the Rat, that eat the

Malt, that lay in the House that George
built .

Mr. D UNDA s .
— This is the SC OT by all for

sworn, that wed d ed 9“the Maid en all forlorn,
that coaxed the Bull with the crumpled horn ,

that roared with the D og , that barked at the

Cat, that killed the R at, that eat the Malt,

that lay in the House that G eorge built .

Mr. WI LK E s .

-Th13 IS the P A TR IOT co

vered with scorn , that flattered the Scot by all
forsworn, that w ed ded the Maid en allforlorn,
that coaxed the Bull with the crumpled horn,
that roared with the Dog, that barked at the

Cat, that killed the R at, that eat the Malt,

that lay in the Hou se that G eorge built.
CONSC I ENC E .

— Thi8 is the CO CK that crow

ed in the morn , that waked the Patriot cover
ed w ith scorn , that flattered the Scot by allfor
sworn, that w ed d ed the Maiden all forlorn,
that coaxed the Bull with the crumpled horn,

that roared with the D og, that
‘

barked at the

Cat, that killed the Rat, that eat the Malt,

that lay in the House that George built.

“t Wedded . This Gentleman
’

s own termfor a Coalition.
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EPIGRAMS,

By SFR GECI—L WRAY .

First published in the Gentleman
’
s Magazine, under the

signatures ofDAMON, NOL EN S VO L ENS,

and CR ITAND E R .

To CELIA (now Laa
’

y WRAY), on P afwa
'
ering ber Hair.

E XTEM POR E .

Thy locks, I trow , fair maid ,

Don
’

t never want this aid

Wherefore thy powder spare,

And only comathy hair.

To Sir JOSEPH
,
MAVVBEY , proposing a Party to go

a

Worthy S I R J013, we all are wishing,
You

’

d come with us a-WhitevBait-fishing .

seeing a Laaj/éz
'

rd fly ofCELIA
’

: Neck,

pe w/zed on itfor .mazgt fi zfiurer.

I thought (God bless my‘

soul I)
You Ladybird her mole:

I thought
— s hu t d evil take the thing,

I t proved my error— took to wing
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nm ug/a on NEWMILK.

Oh ! how charming is New Milk

Sweet as sugar
— soft as silk

Familiar Verses, addressed to tw o Young Gentlemen a t tire

Hounslow Academy .

Take notice, roguelings, I prohibit

Your walking und erneath yon gibbet

Have you not heard , my little ones,

OfRarw Head and B laea
’

y Bones .
9

How do you know, but that therefellow,

May step down quick, and you up swallow

EXTEMPORE.

DELIA, on seeing TWO CATS play ing together,

See, D ELY , D ELY , charming fair,

How Busseys play upon that chair 5

Then, D E LY , change thy name toWR AY ,

And thou and I will likewise play .

On a BLADE-BONE .

Says I, one day, unto my wife,

I never saw in all my life

Such a. blade
-bone. Why so, my dear ?

Says she .

’

The matter
’
s very clear,

Says I 5 for on it there
’

s no meat,

For any body for to eat .

Ind eed , my d ear, says she,
’

tis true,

But wond er not, for, you know, you

Can
’
t eat your cake and have it too.
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LORD GRAHAM
’

S DIARY ,

{DUR ING THE F I R ST WEEK OF THE NEW

P A R L I AM E NT .

2 0 . WENT d own to the House— sworn
in— od d faces— asked P EA R SON who the

new people w ere— he seemed cross at

my asking him, and d id not vknow— I

took occasion to inspect the water
c losets .

N . B . To tell ROSE , that Ifound three
cock s out ofrepair — d id n

’

t know what

to d o— left my name at the D UK E OF

Qu E E N SB E R RY
’

s— d ined at WH I TE
’

s

the pease tough
— Lord A P SLEY thought

they ough t to be boiled in steam— V I L

L I E R S very warm in favour ofhot water
P ITT for the new mod e— and much talk

oftaking the sense ofthe elnaw but happily
I prevented matters going to extremity.

May 2 1 . Bough t a tooth-pick -case, and at

tend ed at the Treasury-Board — nothing

at the House but swearing
— rod e to

WI L B E R FOR C E
’

S at WIM B L EDON

P I TT , THUR LOW , and D UNDA s, water

Jacky
— we all wondered why perch have
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such large mou ths, and WI L B E R FORC E

said they were like MULG R AVE
’

s— red

champagne rather ropy— aw av at eight

THU R LOW
’

S horse s tarted at a wind

mill -he off.

N . B . To bring in an A c t to encon~

rage water-mills— THU R LOW home in a

dilly— w e after his horse— child ren cry

ing , Foxfor ever ’— D uNDAs s tretching

to whip them
— he offtoo .

May 2 2 . Sick all d ay
— lav a bed — V I LL I ER S

l orea’me .

23. HY D E -P A RK— P I TT— HAM I L TON , 8zc .

Most ofu s agreed it was right to l ow

to Lord D E LAVA L— P I TT won
’

t to any

one, except thenew Peers-l— d ined at P I TT’

s

— P I TT
’

s soup never salt enough— Why
mUSt

‘ PRE TTYMA N d ine with us P— P ITT

says to-d ay he will not support Sir CE C I L
WR AY— THUR LOW w an ted to give the

old toast— P I TT grave— probably this is

the reason for le tting PR E TTYM A N stay .

24 . House— «Westminster Elec tion— w e

settled to always make a noise when

BUR K E gets up
— we ballotted among

ourselves for a sleeping Committee in the

G allery — STEELE always to call us

when P I TT Speaks— Lord D E LAVA L our

dear friend l— Pet’vate message from ST.
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jamEs
’

s to P ITT— He at last agrees to

support S I R CE C I L .

May 25 . B ANKES won
’

t vote with u s against

G RENV ILLE
’

S Bill— English obstinacy
the D uke ofR I CHMOND teazes us— non

sense about consistency— what righ t has

be to talk ofit - but must no t say so .

D u ND A s think s w orse ofthe Westmin

s ter business than— bu t too hearty to ih
d ulge ab surd scruples .

26. Court— w King in high spirits, and at

tentive ra ther to the D uke ofG R A FTON

QUEEN more so to Lord CAMDEN

puzzles u s all
— So it is possible the D uke

ofR I CHMOND will consent to leave the
Cabinet -Dinner at D uN DA s

’

s -too

many thing s aukw ard ly served — Joke

about R o sa
’

s thick legs, like

soN
’

s, in flannel.
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In the course ofmy reflec tions on tropes,
I have frequently lamen ted the want ofthese

embellishments in our mod ern log - hooks .

S trabo says they w ere frequently employed
by the ancien t sailors ; nor can w e wond er
at this d ifference, since our young seamen are

such bad scholars : no t so in other countries;
for I have seen child ren a t the island ofZ anti,

who knew more ofG reek than any First

L ieutenan t . Now to re turn to Tropes, and

oftheir u se in Parliament . I will give you

some examples ofthe most perfect kind in
e ach species, and then quit the subj ect ; only
ob serving , that the worst kind oftropes are

pans ; and that tropes,when used in con tro
versy, ought to be very obscure ; for many
p eople d o not know how to answ er what
they d o not und erstand .

Suppose I w as d e sirous ofpre ssing for

ward any measure, and that I apprehend ed
that the opposite party wished to d elay it, I
shou ld personify procrastination by one of

the following manners

I This measure appears to hefiltered through

the drip
-stone ofprocrastination. This b eauti

ful phrase was invented by a near relation of

mine, whose talents bid fair to make a most

d istinguished figure in the senate .
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2 . This is another a
’ish cooked up hy the pro

orastinating
‘

The bol'dness of this

figure, which was invented by Mr. D rake,

hannot be too much admired .

3. This appears to a a .
» last

’

hair in the a n

ifprocrastination.

”

The M aster ofthe Rolls, who first u sed

this phrase , is a most eloquen t speaker ; but
I think the two former instances much more

beautiful, inasmuch as the latter personifica
tion is d rawn from a d umb Creature, which is
no t so fine a source ofme taphor as a Chris
tian .

Having thus exhau sted the subject of

metaphors, I shall say a few word s concern
ing similes, th e second oftropical figures, in
point Ofimportance.

”
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ANECDOTES OF MR . PITT.

As nothing which relates to this great man can be indifa

ferent to the public,we are happy in laying before our

readers the following particulars, the truth ofwhich may

be d epended on 2

MR . P ITT rises
“

about
‘

Nine, ~when the

weather is clear 3 but ifit Should rain , D r.

P R ETTYMA N advises him to lay
'

~about an hour’

longer. The first thing
’

he does is to eat no

breakfast, that he may have a better appet ite
Tor his

'

d inner . About ten he generally -b lbws

his nose and cuts
‘his tOe-nails

'

; and iwhile he

takes the exercise Ofhis hidet,t Dr.
‘

PR ETTv

MAN read s to him the d ifferent p e titibns and

memorials that have been presented to him .

A bou t eleven his vale t brings in Mr. A TK I N

S ON and a W A RM SH I RT , and they talk Over the
New Scrip, and o ther matters offinance Mr.

A TK I N SON has said to his confid en tial friend s

round
’

Change , ihat Mr. P ITT always speaks
to him with great affability . A t twelve Mr.

P ITT retires to a w ater-c loset, adjoining to

which is a small cabinet, from whence Mr.

J E NK I N SON confers with him on the secre t in

struc tions from BUCK INGHAM-HOU SE . After
this, Mr. P ITT takes a long lesson ofdancing
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LETTER

FROM A NEW MEMBER TO

FR I END I N T HE COUNT R Y .

i

MY D E A R S I R ,

A s you are so anxious and inquisitive to

know the principal circumstances that have

o ccurred to my observation, since my intro

d uc tion to the House ofCommons, I think it

my d uty to give you what satisfac tion I am

able . A s you know, my dear friend. hbw

little I d reamt ofbeing called out ofmy
humble sphere oflife, to the rank ofa sena

tor ( and still less at a time when so many

con sid erable gentlemen ofed uca tion , w orth ,

and property had been d riven from their

seats in Parliamen t), you will not wond er that

it required some time before I could rid my

selfofthe awe and embarrassment that I

felt on first en tering the walls ofthat august

assembly . Figure to yourself, my good Sir,

how very aukward and d istressing it was to me

to reflec t, that I w as now become a member of

the British Senate 5 picked and culled out, as

our inimitable Premier assured us, by the
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free, unbiassed voice ofthe people, for '

our

singular abilities and love ofour country
, to

represent the wisdom ofthe nation a t the

pre sent critica l junc ture . W'

ould to God I

possessed a pen that migh t enable me to ce

lebrate, in a style equal to his merits,
’

the

p raises ofthis prodigy ofa Minister, whom
I can never. sp eak or think ofwithout en

thusiasm Oh had you but heard his speech
on the d ay,

ofour meeting , when he ad d ress
ed himselfto the young members in a strain

ofeloquence that could not fail to make a
lasting impre ssion on our minds ! Not o ne

ofu s, I assure you, who d id not feel the

w armest emotions ofrespect and gratitude,
and begin to entertain a confidence in his

own talents for business, and a consciousne ss

ofhis zeal for the public service, that would
p robably have never en tered in to the head ofa
simple ind ividual, ifthis excellent young man
had not cond escend ed to point out to us

those qualities in such strong and flattering
colours .

Such extraordinary marks ofcond escension

surprized me not a little, from a person whom
I had been u sed to hear so generally (but no
doubt most falsely)censured , for upstart pre~

tension and overbearing arrogance ; and I

E E z
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could not sufficiently admire the candour he
shewed , in giving such p erfec t cred it to the

talen ts and virtues ofso many strangers, the

greatest part ofwhose faces were even nu

known to him . Besid es , the compliment ap

peared to me the more generous, as I had but
'

that very morning received a promise from
G overnment to refund me the heavy charges
and troub le they had led me into a t my late

e lec tion, which you very w e ll know , notwith

s tand ing the help ofMr.

‘

ROBINSON , had very
near ruined my affairs, and proved the d e

s truction ofmyselfand family.

A s you d esire to have my impartial senti
ments re spec ting the eloquence ofMr. P I TT

and Mr. Fox , I must fairly own, that I can

not hear, without ind ignation ,
any compari

son mad e between
’

em - and , I assure you,

Mr . P I TT has a very d ecid ed preference in

the opinion ofmost ofthe new members,

especially among us CO UNTR Y G ENTL EMEN,

who, though we never heard any thing like

public speaking before in our lives, have too
much sense and spirit to agree in this parti
onlar with the generality ofthe public .

—We

could all see Mr. P ITT was an orator in a

moment . The d ignity ofhis d eportment,

when he first rises from the Treasury Bench,
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M ‘ t is .subj ec t : in the mean t ime believe
me,»

Dear Sir,
With the truest re

g
ard ,

Y our
’

s, Sec . 850.

( 39504 1 255 , May 29; 1 7 84 .

“

F
'

OR
‘

Tfi a Y
'

E
‘

A
'

R

How To IiIAItE A RREMIER
‘

.

TAK E a man w ith -
a great quantity ofthat

sort ofword s whichp rod uce the greatest efi
'

ect

upon the many , and the least upon thefew
mix them with a large portion Ofaffected

candour and ingenuousness, introduced in a

haughty and contemp tuou s manner . .Let there
be a great abund ance

’

offalsehood , concealed

und er an apparent d isinterestedness and inte
grity ; and the two last to be the most professed
when the former is most prac tised . Let his

engagements and d eclarations, however so

lemnly made, be broken and d isregard ed , ifhe
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thinks he can procure afterward s a popular in
d emnityfor illegality and d eceit . He must sub

scribe to the d octrine ofPA SS I VE O B E D I ENC E,

and to the exercise Ofpatronage ind ependant
Ofhis approbation and be careless ofcreating
themost formid able enemie s, ifhe c an gratify
the personal revenge and hatred Ofthos e who

employ him, even at the expence ofpub lic ruin
and general confusion

HOW TO MAKE A SECRETARY OF STATE.

Take aman in a Violent passion, Or a man

that never has been in one ; but the first is the
be st . Let him be concerned in making an

ignominious peace, the articles ofwhich he

Could nOt compreh end , and cannot exp lain.

Let him speak loud
»

, and yet never be heard 5
and to be the kind ofman for a SE C R ETA RY

O F sTATE when nobod y else will accept it .

HOW To MAKE A PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL .

Take a man who all his life loved Office,

merelyfor its emolumen t and when measures
which he had approved were eventually unfor
tunate , le t him be notorious for relinquishing
his share Ofthe responsibility ofthem 5 and

be stigmatized , for political courage in the pe
riod ofprosperity, and for cowardice when

there exists but the appearance ofd anger.
E E 4.
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HOW TO MAKE A CHANCELLOR .

Take a man ofgreat abilities, with a heart
as black as his countenance . Let him possess a
rough inflexibility, withou t the least tinc ture
ofgenerosity or affection, and be as manly as

oaths and ill manners can make him . He

should be a man who will act politically
with all parties, hating and d erid ing every one
Ofthe individuals which compose them .

HOWTO MAKE A MASTER OF THE ORDNANCE.

Take a man ofa busy, medd ling , turn of

mind , With just as much . parts as will make

him troublesome , but never respec tab le . Let

him be so perfectly callous to a sense ofper

sonal honour, and to the d istinc tion Ofpublic
fame , as . to be marked for the valour ofin

sulting where it c annot b e revenged 5 and ,

ifa case should arise, where he attempts to
injure reputation , because it is d ignified and

ab sent, he should possess discretion enough to

apologise and to recant, ifit is afterward s
d ictated to him to d o so, notwithstanding any

previously-d eclared resolutions to the contrary.

Such a man will be found to be the most fit

for servitud e in times ofdisgrace and d egrad
ation.

What care I for the King
’

s Birth-day
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speak against time, with a certainty in that

case ofnever being answered .

HOW TO MAKE A SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

Take a plead ing Country Attorney , without

passion, and without parts . Let him be one

who will seize the first opportunity ofre

nouncing his connec tion with the first man

who d raws him out ofOb scurity and serves
him . Ifhe has no affections or friend ships,
so much the better ; he will be more ready
to contribute to his own . advantage. He

should be ofa temper so pliable, and a per

severance so ineffec tual, as to lead his master
into troubles, d ifficulties, and ruin, when he

think s he is labouring to overcome them .

Le t him be a man, who has cunning enough,

at the same time, to prey Upon and d eceive
frankness and confid ence and

‘

who, when he

can no longer avail himselfofboth , will sacri
fice even his Charac ter in the cause oftrea
chery, and p refer the interests resulting from
it ,

‘

to the Virtuous d istinc tion s ofhonour and

gratitud e .

HOW TO MAKE A SECRETARY-AT-WAR .

Take a man that will take any thing. Let

him possess all the negative virtues ofbeing
able to do no harm, but at the same

”

time can



do no good ; for they are qualifications ofa

Courtly nature , and may in time recommend

him to a situation something worse, or some

‘

i—iOW’ TO MAKE AN ATTORNEE OENERAL.

Take a. little ug lyman, with an eye to his

prefiertnent . It is not requisite that he

should be much ofa lawyer, p rovid ed that

he be a to lerable po litic ian but in ord er to

qualify himselffor an Eng lish 7 aa
’

ge, he should

first be a Weie
'

b One . He must have docility
Suflicien

’

t to do any
'

an
‘

d ,
tifa period

shou ld arrive , when power has popularity
enou

’

gh
'
to make r ules and

1
laws for the

‘

eviz
‘

( lent p tir
'

pose of gratifying ma lignity, he
should ‘bel one

'

who Should
"

be
‘

réady to advise
Or

'

cO
'

n
'

Setit to ‘the c reation Ofnew case s, and

‘

though they
'

rnilitate against every principle
“

Of and ‘jus tiEE.

NB . The greatest part Ofthis <
Receip t:

would make a MA STE R O F THE R OL LS .

HOWTO MAKE A WARDROBE-KEEPER, OR PRIVY-PURSE.

Take the mos t-s
'

upercilious fool in the
'

na

t ion, and let him be in confidence in p rop or

,
tion to his ignorance .
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How To MAKE A SURVEYOR -GENERAL OF THE

ORDNANCE.

Take a Captain in the Navy , as being best
acquainted with the army ; he should have
b een a few years at sea , in ord er to qualify
him for the d irection ofworks on share 5 and

let him be one who will sacrifice his connec

tions with as much case as he would t e

nounce his
”

profession .

HOW TO MAKE A PEER.

Take a man, with or without parts, ofan

ancient or a new family, with one or with

two Boroughs a t his c ommand , previous to a

d issolution . Let
‘

him renounce all former
p rofessions and Ob ligations, and

,
engage to

b ring in your friend s, and to support you
himself. O r,t ake the CountryG entleman who

the least expec ts it 5 and particularly let the
honour be conferred when he has d one no

thing to d eserve it.

HOW TO MAKE SECRET INFLUENCE.

Take a tall, ill-looking man , with more
vanity, and less reason for it, than any person
in Europe . He should be one who d oes not

possess a single consolatory private virtue,
und er a general public detestation. His pride
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Don
’

t le t LORD.MAHON be de tained an instant:

at the d oor, the pregnant young lady opposite

having been sufficien tlyfrightened already ! li— y
JA CK ROB I N SON, to be shewn into the study,
as the private papers were all removed this

morning
— Let Lord LONSD A L E have, my Lord ,

and your Lordship , repeated to his car as often

as possible
— the apartmen t hung with gar/er

A
’

s e is proper for his recep tion
—The other

new Peers to be greeted only p lain Sir ! that

theymay remember their late z
'

g
'

aooility , and feel

new gra titud e to the eeizefaetor ofhonours 1
Y ou may , as ifupon recollection, add re ss

some ofth e last list , My Lord l— and ask their

n ames— Irw ill be p leasing to them to sound

ou t their own titles — Lord EL I OT is to be an

excep tion, a s he w ilt ted iously ‘

go through

every d egree ofhis d ignity in giving an an

swer.
- A ll letters from B E R K E L E Y -SQU AR E

to be brough t in without mentioning Lord

SHEEEURN E
’

s name, or even Mr. Rosa
’

s .

The Treasury Messenger to carry the red éox,
as usual , to CHA R L ES JENRI NSON before it is

sent to Buckingham : house.
— D on

’

t blunder a

second time, and question Lord MOUNT

MOR RES as to the life ofa loaf/rite)! chairman— it

is wrong to jarige by appEarances l
-
y

-Lord

GRA HAM may be admitted to the library —he

can
’

t read , and therefore won
’

t d erange the
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A TALE .

AT BR OOKE s
’

s once, it so fell ou t,

The box w as push
’

d with glee about 5

With mirth reciprocal inflam
’

d ,
’

Twas
,
said they rather play

’

d than gam
’

d ;

A general impulse through them ran,

A nd seem
’

d t
’

actuate every man

But as all human pleasures tend

A t some sad moment to an end ,

The hour at last approach
’

d , when 10 !
’

Twas time for every one to go .

Now for the first time it was seen,

A certain sum unown
’

d had been ;

To no man
’

s spot d irectly fixt,

But plac
’

d— ambiguously b etwixt

SO doubtfully ind eed it lay,

That none with confidence could say

This cash is m ine— I
’

m certain on
’

t

But most d eclined with Sir, I won
’

t
”

I can
’

t in conscience urge a right,

To what I am not certain quite .

”

NORTHUME R I A
’

S DUK E , who wish
’

d to put

An end to this polite d ispute,

NVhose generous nature yearn
’

d to see

The smallest seed s ofenmity,

Arose and said this cash is mine

For being ask
’

d to-day to d ine,

You see I
’

m furbelow
’

d and fine,

With full-made sleeves and pendant lace5

Rely on
’

t, this was just the case,
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That when by chance my arm I mov
'
d ,

The money from me then I shov
’

d 5

This clearly shews how it was Shifted .

Thus said , the rhino then he lifted ;

Hold , hold , my Lord , says thoughtless HAR E

Who never made his purse his care 5

A man who thought that money
’

s use

Was real comfort to produce,

And all the pleasures scorn
’

d to know

Which from its snug enj oyments flow ;

Such as still Charm their gladd en
'

d eyes ,

Who feel the bliss ofavarice .

Hold , hold , my Lord , how is it known

This cash is certainly your own

We each might urge as good a plea,

OrWY NDHAM , C R AU FU R D , SM ITH, or me ;

Bu t we, though less it were to blame,

D isd ain
’

d so pitiful a Claim 5

Then here let me be arbitrator

I vote the money to th e waiter.

Thus oft will generous
'

folly think

But prud ence parts not so with Chink .

On this occasion so it was,

For gravely thu s my Lord Duke says

Consider, Sir, how large the sum,

TO full eight guineas it will come

Shall I, for your quaint verbal play,

Consign a whole estate away

Unju st, ridiculous, absurd ,

I will not d o it, on my word ;

Yet rather than let fools d eride,

I give myfiat to divide 5
So

’

twixt the waiter and myself,

Place equal portions Ofthe pelf:
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IX . Neglect not farthings , careless elves 5

Shillings and pound s will guard themselves.

X . Get cash with honour ifyou can,

But still to get it be your plan .

D IALOGUE

BETWE EN A CE R TA IN PER SONA GE AND H I S

M IN I STER .

IMI TATED FR OM THE N INTH OD E OF HORAC E)

BOOK I I I .

Done: g ra tas eram tiéz
'

.

VVhen
'

heedless ofyour birth and name,

For pow
’

r you barter
’

d future fame,

On that auspiciou s d ay,

OfK—
gs I reign

’

d supremely blest

Not HA ST ING S rul
’

d the plunder
fd East

With more d espotic sway .

P— TT .When only on my favoured head

Your smiles their royal influence shed,
Then was the son ofCH — TH “ M

The nation
’

s prid e, the public care,

P— TT and PR E ROGAT I VE their pray
’

r,

While we, Sir, both laugh
’

d at
’

em



I’_ TT.

TT .

[ 4 35 ]

JENKY , I own, divides my heart,

Skill
’

d in each deep and secret art

To keep my C
— MM— N s d own

His views , his principles are mine ;

For these I
’

d willingly resign

My Kingdom and my Crown .

As much as for the public weal,

My anxiou s bosom burns with zeal

For pious Parson WY v— L L

For him I
’

ll fret, and fume
, and spout,

Go ev
’

ry length
- excep t go out,

For that
’

s to me the D evil !

What if, our sinking cau se to save,

We both our j ealous strife should wave,
And act our former farce on

IfI to JENKY were more stern,

Would you, then, generously turn

Your back upon the Parson P

Tho
’

to support his patriot plan

I
’

m pledg
’

d as M’inister and Man,

This storm I hope to weather ;

And since your Royal will is so,

Reforms and the Reformers too,
May all be damn

’

d together !

F F Z
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VIII .

Why should such malice at the Parson fly P

For though he spa/re, he scorn
’

d to write
,
a lye

IX .

While theWits and the Fools Parson PR E TT Y belabour,

With Thou shalt not false Witness set up
’

gainst thy

neighbou r,

The text and the fact ( cries the P riest) d isagree,
For in Downing

-street I , in Great George
-street lives He.

What shall reward bold PR ET
-

TY
’

S well-tim
’

d sense,

For turning now an IR I SH s dence ?

An I R I SH s /Joprzcé
’

s the recompence
!

XI .

What varied fates the same offence assail

PR E TTY , install
’

d— and A TK I N S O N, in jail .

Both scorn alike the laws that tru th maintains 5

Y et one, a Prebend , one, a Prison gains .

This mounts a sta ll, the pzlz
’

osy that ascend s

For public, one, and one for privateends;
The first gets ample scope our ears to

Spain 5

The other scarcely can bzs 0m mretain :

Just R eav
’

n , reverse the doom — To punish each; ,

To ATK IN SON alone, let PR E TT Y preach !

XII .

How happy, alas ! had it been for poor P ITT,
IfWYVI LL, like PR ETTYMAN, never had writL
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XVII .

(By S I R C ECIL WR AY .)

Oh ! ifI had thought that PR ETTY could lye,

I
’

d a hired him , I would , for my Scru tiny

My poor Scru tiny —My d
'
a r Scrutiny !

My heart it down sinks — I wish I could die

XVIII .

(By S I R JOSE P H MAW B EY .)

Lord BACON hang
’

d poor HOGG ,

For murd
’

ring , withou t pity, man ;

And so should PI TT, by Gog,

That kill-truth , D octor PR ETTYMAN— n

For say I will, spite ofhis Wig ,

He
’

s far below the learned P tg .
’

XIX .

(By THE SAME .)

Says WR AY to me, which is most witty,

The learned Pig , or Parson PR ETTY

Says I , I thinks, the latter is more wiser

P IGGY tells tru th alone 5— but PR ETTY lyes,

(NOT by THE SAME .)

Three Parsons for three different patrons writ,

For RO CK INGHAM,
for PO R TL AND , and for PI TT

The first. in spea /ézng truth alone surpass
’

d

The next could w rzte it too not so the last .

The pride ofChurchmen to be heat was loth

80 PR ETEYMAN
’

S the Opposite to both
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XXVI .
’

Gainst PR ETTY
’

S unholiness vain
’

tis to rail

With a courtly D ivine that
’

s oflittle avail

What Parson polite, would not virtue offend ,

And maintai
'

n a g rea t falsehood , to save a g reat friend
?

XXVII
IfS t . PE T E R was mad e,

OfReligion the head ,

For bold ly his master d enying

Sure, PR ETTY may hope

A t least to be Pope,

For his greater atchievea ts in lying .

XXVIII .

Says PR ETTYM AN , I
’

ll fib, d
’

ye see,
‘

Ifyou
’

ll reward me freely .

Lye on (cries PI TT) and claim ofme

The Bishoprick ofE— LYE .

XXIX .

’

Tis faid the ena
’may sanctify the means,

And pious fraud s d enote a
\
special grace ;

Thu s P R ET T Y
’

S lye his master nobly screens

Himself, good man but seeks a oetter place.

XXX .

Sons ofPATR ICK (cries ORD E) set up shop in your bog,

And you
’

ll ruin the trad e ofJOHN BU L L and N I CK FR O G .

”

That
’

s a lye (replies PITT)W E shall gain by their riches ;

Ifwe wear I R I SH slyz
'

rts, they must wear ENGLTSHv éreecbes .

”

You both lye (exclaims PR ETTY ) but I will lye too

And , compar
’

d with my lye, what you say will seem true !
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XXXI .

For pert malignity observ
’

d alone,

In all things else unnotic
’

d
, and unknown ;

Obscurely od iou s , PR E T T Y pass
’

d his d ays,

Till more inventive talen ts won our lays .

Now write, he cries , an Epigram
’

s my pride

VVho
’

wou
’

d have known me,
‘ifI ne

’

er had ly
’

d ?

XXXII .

\Vith pious whine, and hypocritic fnivel,

Our fathers said , Tell truth
,
and shame the Dew ]

A nobler way bold PR N is trying,

He seeks t o shame the D evil— by outlying ,

TT

XXXIII .

( In answer to a former.)

No clofvrn tong ue the Doctor boasts from heav
’

n,

Such gifts but littlewou
’

d the D octor boot

I
’

or preachi
'

ng Truth the clov en tong ues were g Iv n,

His lyes d emonstrate more the clorvenfcot .

XXXIV .

Maxims, says PR E
'

I T, and adages . ofold,

Were Circumscrib’

d , though clever

Thus Tru th they taught, not a lm ay s should be told ;

But I maintain, not ever .

XXXV.

In the d rama ofCO
‘

NQR EVE , hqw charm
’

i do we read

OfSpintext the P arson
,
and Ma shw ell the Chea t 3

But in life would you study them Closer, indeed ,

For equal originals
— see Dow nzng

-street .
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XXXVI .

PI TT and PR ETTY came from College

To serve themselves, and serve the state ;

And the world must all acknowledge

Halfis d one— so halfmay wait

For PR ET I Y says,
’

tis rather new,

When even ha lfthey say
— is trite.

XXXVII .

The D evil
’

s a d ealer in lyes, and we see

That two ofa trade never yet cou ld agree

Then D O CTO R proceed , and d— m n despise,

What Devil would take such a rival in lyes .

XXXVIII .

G R AND TR E ATY O F LY ING.

The Devil and PR ETTY a treaty have made,

On a permanent footing to settle their trad e ;
’

Tis the Commerce ofLying,
— and this is the law ;

The D evil import s him all lyes that are raw

Which, check
’

d by no a
’

ocnet, unclogg
’d with a fee,

The P riest manufactures, and vend s dutyfree ;

Except where the lye gives his conscience such trouble,

The interna l expence should have recompence d ouble.

Thus to navigate falsehood no bar they
’

ll d eirise

But Hell mu st become the EMP OR IUM ofLyes .

Nay, the Bishops themselves, when in pulpit they bark it,

IvIust supply their consumption , from Satan
’

s o<wn ma r/tot,

While reciproca l mam is paid for the whole
In a surplusage d

— ma— g ofP— TTY—
’

s soul .
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By FATHER MOONY , Parish Priest ofKI LGOB B I N .

A Mick na braaga Streepy poga ma Thone

Na vuishama da Ghob, Oghone Oghone !

VI .

By EU C EN I U s, Archhzshop ofSL AV ENSK a nd KH ER SON,

in Russia , and Author of. a Tra nsla tion ofVI R G I L
’

S GE O R

G I C S into Greek Hexameters .

Tevdwv ax new; maxi/vile“. EISE a
"

a hnSEz
’

g,

9 41 503400 sspm, no“ d evisepnos Keg/amt.

Falsa-dicens Sacerdos non erubescit . Utinam te veré

O falsa-d icens Sacerdos, et falso-te-sacerdotem-dicentem

appellarem .

VII .

B Y THE SAME .

‘I’svh
‘
m 8 1 0; one); 3 wavoe

'

lou . Hy dz y sv oss

3 0

T238 5 own ; two» Tool em ano'lz
’

og, 8 (AB? 8060 01 ,

0 11/ 512d 3
,

I spev; noes dzsvdsepevg Tax
,

o n em.

Falsa d icere ille omninonon d esinet . Si vero fierem

Talis viri ipse ego quandoque Episcopus, non equidem

sinerem

Falsa-dicens au tem sacerdos et qui
-se-fals

'

o-sace
‘

rdotem diceret

cito foret.

We cannot Withhold from the good Bishop our particular thanks for
his excellent Haxameters ; Wt ll breath e indeed the spirit borh ofpiety

and poetry . We have taken the liberty ofsubjoining a literal translation,
in Latin Prose

, to the Ep igrams ofEU C EN I U S, as well as to the d Istich of

Mons . V l LL é I SO bf, for the accommodation ofthe youngfi tudentS at out

Universities.
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In the language qfOTAI-I E ITBw-f-By M. de BOUGAINVI LLE.

(”fit/7 an interlined Transla tion, a ccording to Capt . COOK
’

s

GL O SSAR Y .)

to ca ll lzar interjection

tooo too, 000, taata, Allaheueeai

to ( if lia r na sty Prettyman

eparoo, taata, crepo, Peetinzai.

XII .

In the language ofTER R A INCOGN ITA ( viz.

AU STRAL I S), hy the noted M r . B R U C E .

[A translation is requested by the earliest

d iscoverer, the original being left at the pub
lisher

’

s for his inspec tion by the author, who

has most kind ly communica ted the following
representation ofthe genuine word s, ad apted
to the ENGL I SH type — May we not presume

to suggest the infinite service Mr. M ‘PHE R SON

would rend er to his country, w ere he gene

rously to embark in
’

the first outward -bound
ship forTE R R A AU S TR A L I S— NO man In EU

ROP E being so well qualified for the useful sta

PE ET IMA I is wonderfully near the original PR ETTY

MAN, considering that, after every effort, the inhabitants of

OTAHE ITE could not approximate to the name ofBANKS

nearer than OPAN0 — nor ofCOOK, than TOOTE .
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FRY and Son
’

s found ery, can furnish us with

the PE R SI C, SYR I AC , and C HA C HTAW types,
w e cannot promise the D octor the insertion

ofthe G E NTO O R E BU S, or the NEW Z EA

L AND A CRO ST I C in the present edition .

ADVERTISEMENT EXTRAORDINARY .

M I SS ING from the genealo ies ofthe new

Peers— three E ATHER S— fiV MOTHER S— nine

GR AND FATHE R s— fourteen G R A N DMOTHER S

twenty G R EAT-G R AND F ATHE R S-fi— and nearly

twice the number ofG R E AT - G R AN DMOTH ER S

also some C OMP L ETE G E NER A T I O N S OF AN

C E STO R S .

Ifany person can give notice at the HE

RA Ln
’

s O F F I C E ofany Fathers, Mothers,

G randfa thers, Grandmothers, Great- grand
~

fathers, and Great-grandmothers, w orth own

ing, Ofthe names ofC D H

L P E Sze . 8 m. &c . so as

that the said Fathers , Mothers
, Grandfathers,

G randmothers,Great-grandfathers, and Great

grandmo thers, may be taken and restored to ,

the advertisers, the person SO informing, for
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every such notice, shall receive ONE GU I NEA

reward , and no questions shall be asked .

A nd ifany person will und ertake to find

A NC E STOR S B Y THE GEN ERA T ION, for every
regular d e scent ofnot le ss than three, and not

more than fiw , he shall receive TWO G U I

N EA S each ance stor ; and for every regular

d escent ofnot less than six, and not more

than ten
, he shall receive F I VE G U I NEA S each

ancestor, and so in proportion for any greater
number.

A H ANDSOME COM P L IM ENT will also be

given, in ad dition to the reward s above pro
posed , for ANC E STOR S who d istinguished

themselves und er JAME S II . CHA RL E S H. and

CHAR L E S I . in the cause ofP R EROGA TI VE .

Likewise an extraord inary price will be paid
for the d iscovery ofany A NCE STOR ofR E

MOTE ANT I QU ITY and H I G H FAM ILY ; such

as the immortal D UKE R OLL O , companion of

WI L L I AM THE C ONQU E ROR , and found er of
the present illustrious family ofR OL LE .

N . B . NO greater reward will be offered ,
as THE HE RA LDS have received d irections for
making N EW .
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V IVE L E S C RUT INY.

CROSS GOSPEL THE FIRST.

BUT what says my good LOR I) B I SHO I
o r LOND ON to this same

’ WE STM I N STE R

SCR UT I NY— this d aily combination ofrites ,

sacred and profane— ceremonies religious and

political und er his hallowed roofofST . ANN
’

S

CHUR é H, SOHO ? Should his Lord ship be um

acquainted with this curious process, let him
know it is briefly this z— A t ten o

’

c lock the

H I G H BA I L I F F opens his inquisition in the
VESTRY , for the P E R D I TI ON O F VOTE S, where

he never fails to be honoured with a crowd ed:
aud ience — A t eleven O

’

c lock theH I GH PR I E ST

moun ts the rostrum in the CHUR CH for
‘

the

SA LVA T ION OF SO UL S , without a single l ady
”

to attend him ; even his corpulent w orship ,

the c lerk,after the first introduc tory A M EN,
filing offto the Vestry, to lend a hand to

w ard s reaping a quicker harvest l— The alter

nate vociferations from Church to Vestry,
d uring the d ifferent S ERV IC E S , w ere found to

cross each other sometimes in responses so

apposite, that a gentleman who writes short~

h and was ind uced to take d own part ofthe
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don
’

t care , Mr. H I GH BA I L I FF, much

about it
Mr. FOX .

—H€ ar l hear ! hear !
C UR ATE . [fthon shalt see the ass ofhim that

hateth thee lying under his harthen, thou shalt

surely help him.

Sir CE C I L WR A Y .
-I trust — I d are say

— at

least I hOp e I may venture to think

tha t my Right Hon . friend — I should say

enemy— fully comprehend s what I have
to Ofier in my own d efence .

CUR ATE . I t
’

s for me I am a worm,
and no

man ; a very scorn ofmen, and the outcast of
the people

—fearfulness and tremhlzng are

come npon me, and an horrihle dread over

whelmea
’
me l”

H IGH BA I L I F F .
— A S thatfellow there says he

d id not vote for Fox, who d id he poll
for

CUR A TE . BA RR A BA S l— now B arrahas was

a rohher.
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V IVE LE S C R U T IN Y .

CROSS GOSPEL THE SECOND .

H I GH BA I L I FF . This here case is, as I may

say, rather more mud dier than I could

w ish .

D E P UTY G R OJA N .
— Ce n

’

est pas clair— I tinte,

Sir, with you .

CU R ATE . Lighten our darkness , we heseech

thee, O Lord I
”

Mr. Fox -Havmg thus rec apitulated all the

pom ts ofSO con trad ictory an evid ence,
I leave you, Mr. High Bailiff, to d ecide

upon its merits .

CUR ATE . He leadeth Counsellors away spoiled ,

and maleeth i7udg
'

es fools .

”

H I GH BA I L IF F .

— I don
’

t care three brass pins
poin ts about that there— though the

poorfeller d id live in a shed yet as he

says he once boiled a sheep
’

s head und er
his own roof,which I calls his casthillum

— argy le, I d eclares him a good wote !

CL E R K . Oh Lord ! incline our hearts to keep
this law .

”

BAR-KE E P E R .
— Make way for the parish

G G 4
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Officers, and the o ther gemmen of the

CURATE . I said my house should he called a

house ofprayer, hut ye have made it a den of
thieves !

”

Mr. EL COCR .
—Mr. High B ailey ! Sir, them

there Foxites people are sniggering and

tittering on the other sid e ofthe table ;
and from what I can guess I am sure it
can be at nobody but you or me .

CURATE . Surely I ammore hrutish than any

man, and have not the understanding ofa

man

Sir CEC I L WR AY .
— I am sure this same

SCR UTI NY proves - Sufiiciently burthen
Some to‘ me

CUR ATE Saddle me an ass, and / they saddled

him.

H IGH BA I L I FF .
— Ml

‘

. HAR G RAVE here, my

counsel, says — it is my Opinion that this

wote is legally substantiated accordimg

to law .

CUR A TE . So MORD E CA I did, according to

all that J EHOSAPHAT commanded him!
”

Mr. PH I L L I P S — And now, friend MOR GAN,

having gone through my list ofthirty
votes, and struck

c

bff twenty
-Six had ,

from that number, I will leave you to

make your own comment thereon.
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PARAGRAPH-OFFICE ,

IVY - L A NE .

WHEREAS by pub lic ord ers from this

office, a ll G E NTL EM E N R UN N E R S and SC R I E

E LER S , PUNNER S and QU I B B LER S , PU F FE R S ,

P LA I STE R E R S , D AU B E R S and S P A TTE R ER S ,

in our p ay, and und er our d irec tion , were re »

quired , for reasons therein specified , to be

p articularly d iligent in d efending and en

forcing the proj ected D UTY ON COA LS .

A ND W H E R EAS the Virtuous and illustrious

CHA N C E L LOR o r TH E EX CHEQUER ,
patrio

tically re solving to preferthe private interests
ofhis friend s to the public d istress ofhis

enemies ; and prud ently preferring the friend
ship ofLord LONSD A L E to the satisfac tion

ofruining the manufactures ofIR E LAND , has

accord ingly signified in the HOU S E o r COM

M ONS, that he intend s to propose some other

tax as a sub stitute for. the said d uty.

TH I S I s TO G I VE NOT I C E to all Gentlemen

Runners, and Sc ribblers, as aforesaid , that

they hold themselves read y to furnish, agreea

b ly to our future ord ers, a sufficient number

Ofpanegyric al paragraph s, properly orna

mented w ith Italics and CAPITALS, notes Of

interrogation , and notes ofadmiration, apos-9
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trOphe
’

s and exclamations, in support ofany
tax whatever, which the young Minister in
his wisdom may think proper to substitute .

AND in the mean time t hat they fail not to
u rge the public Spirit and zeal for the national
welfare, humani to the poor, and regard for

the prosperity ofour manufac turers , which

consid erations A LONE ind uced the Minister

to aband on his original purpose of taxing
coals : AND that they expatiate on the w ise

exemp tions and regulations which the Mini

s ter would certainly have introd uced into his
bill for enac ting the said tax, but that (as he

d ec lared in the House ofCommons) unfortu

mately for the finances ofthis country, he had
not time in the present Session OfParliament

to d evise such exemption s and regulations

AND FINALLY ,
tha t they bold ly assert

the said tax to have been GOOD , P OL I T IC,

J U ST , and EQUI TA B L E bu t that the new tax,

which is to be substitu ted in place ofit, will

necessarily be B E TTER , MOR E POL IT I C , MOR E

J U ST, and MOR E E OJJ
’

ITA B L E .

MAC -OSSIAN,

Superintendant
-

general ofthe Press.
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PITT AND FINETTI .

A PARALLEL .

SI GNOR FI NE TT I the Conjuror, and Mr.

PI TT the Premier, have a wond erfu l Simili

tud e in the principal tran sactions and events

by which they are d istinguished .

F I NETT I , in d efiance ofMr. COLMA N,

took possession ofhis property in the HAY

MA R KET THEA TR E , and by the help ofa

little agency behind the Scenes, played seve
ral trick s, and became p opular !
Mr. P I TT in like manner seized upon ah ~

other TH EA TR E -R OEA L, in the absence of

the righ tful possessor, the D uke ofPOR T

LAND . He had not, it is true, the permission
ofa LOR D CHAM B E R L A I N as FI NETT I had

but the countenance ofa LOR D O E THE B ED

CHAMB ER w as d eemed equivalent . Here he

exhibited several surprising trick s and d ecep

tions : we will say nothing ofthe agency,
but all present appeared d eligh ted . FINETT I

also exhibited in the presence ofRoyalty,
and with equal success, as the Sign manual

he boasts ofwill testify.
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have retained his popularity — Mr. P I TT at

tempted this trick , and has carried his point .

F I NETT I has a bird which Sings exac tly
any tune put before it . _ Mr. P I TT has Up

w ard s ofTWO HUND R E D bird s ofthis d escrip
tion .

-N . B . PEA R SON says they are a p ack

ofC HATTER I
'

NG MAGP I E S .
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,
]

NEW ABSTRACT ,

O F THE

B U D G E T,

FOR 1 784.

COMMU TA TION TAx .
-A N A C T rend er

ing houses more chearful, healthy, com~

fortab le , and commod ious ,

PA P ER D ITTo .
— A N A CT for the encourage

men t ofau thors , the promotion oflearn

ing , and extend ing the liberty ofthe

press .

PO STA G E D ITTO .
— ~A N A CT for exp ed iting

business, increasing social intercourse ,

and facilita ting the epis tolary correspond
ence offriend s .

D I STI L L ER Y D I TTO .

-A N ACT for making

the land lord s responsible to governmen t

for the Obedience oftheir own and their

neighbours tenan try.

CAND L E D ITTO .
-A N A CT for the benevo ~

lent purpose ofputting the blind on a

level with their fellow -creatures .
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EXC I SE GOODS D ITTO .
— AN ACT for lessen

ing the burthen ofthe subjec t by an in

crease ofthe collection .

SO
'

AP D I TTO.
— AH A CT for suppressing the

effeminacy OfEnglishmen, by d isappoint
ing them ofclean linen .

SMUGG L ING D I TTO .
— AN AcT for d emon

strating the arbitrary spirit ofthis free

government , in wha tever c lashes with

the interests ofthe Treasury .

GAME D ITTO .
—AN ACT for

'

making the

many responsible, for a monopoly of

every thing nice and d elicate , to the

palates ofthe few .

HOR SE D I TTo .
-AN ACT for reducing the

farmers to the wholesome exercise of

w alking , while their servants enfeeble

themselves with riding .
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The parts ofA L LW O RTHY , TOM J ONES ,

and SOPH I A , w ere subj ec ts oflong and dith

c ult d iscu ssion ; but at length Mr . D UND AS

p u t an end to the altercation , by a ssuring the

company that he w as willing and able to ac t

A NY part, and would b e glad , though at SO

short a no tice , to attempt that Of A L L

wo R THv . The same offer was hand somely
mad e by Lord D E N B I GH for that ofTOM

J ON I S , and the charac ter ofSO PH I A was at

last allotted to VI L L I ER S .
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T H E

WESTMINSTER GUIDE .

PART I .

ADDRESSED TO MR . ANSTY.

POST to town, my friend AN STY , or ifyou refuse

A visit in person, yet spare us your muse

Give her wing , ere too late for this
/
city

’

s election,

Where much waits her comment, and more her correction .

What novels to laugh at ! what follies to chide

Oh ! how we all long for a WE STM IN S TE R Guide !

First, in judgment d ecisive, as OTTOMAN Califf,

Aloft on the hustings, behold the H I GH BA I L I FF

But we miss from the seat, where law rests on a word ,

The Old symbols i ustice- the scales and the Sword

AS a symbol too martial the sword he d iscards,

So
’

tis lodg
’

d where it suits— in
'

the hand s ofthe guard s ;

And doubting the poise ofweak hand s like his own,

He suspended the scales at the foot ofthe throne .

Turn next to the candidates— at such a crisis

»We
’

ve a right to Observe on their virtues or vices.

H H 2
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HOOD founds (and with justice to most apprehensions)
I n years offair services , manly pretensions ;

But his party to change, and his friend to betray,

By some are held better pretensions inWR AY .

For the third , ifat Court we his character scan,

A d aemon incarnate is poor CA R L O KH AN ;

Catch his name when afloat on convivial bumpers ,

Or sent up to the skies by processions ofplumpers

He is Freedom
’

s d efend er, the Champion ofRight,

The Man ofthe People, the nation
’

s d elight .

To party or passion we scorn to appeal,

Nor want we the help ofintemperate zeal

Let Time from D etraction have rescued his cause,

And our verse shall bu t echo a nation
’
s applause.

But hark proclamation and Silence intreated ;

The inspectors arranged
— the polling clerks seated

With Bibles in hand , to purge willing and loth,

With the Catholic Tes t, and the Bribery Oath .

In clamou r and tumu lt mobs thicken around ,

A nd for one voice to vote there are ten to confound

St . G I L E S
’

S with VVAPP I NG unites Garretteers,

H O OD and WR AY and Prerogative, P ITT and three cheers !
’

Tis the d ay for the Cou rt
— the grand Treasury pu sh !

And the pack Ofthat kennel well trained to the hrush,

D ash noisy and fearless through thick and through thin,

The huntsman unseen, but his friends whippers
-in .

Now follow fresh tribes, scarce a man worth a louse,

Till pu t into plight at NO RTHUMB E R LAND HOU S E

Ten poll for one mansion, each proving he keeps it,

A nd one for each chimney
— he

'

ll prove that he sweeps it

With these mix the great, on rights equally fables,

Great Peers from poor lodgings, great Lawyers from stables ;
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Now for councils more secret that govern the plan

A Ca lzfzs nothing
‘without a D I VAN .

With invisible step let us s teal on the quorum,

Where MA I NW AR I NG Sits in the Chair ofD ecomm.

And W I LM OT harangues to the brethren elect,

On his master
’

s command s Carry law to effect .

The true read ing , my friend s, in theja r ha cculinum,
When the FoxI TE S are d rubbed , then imprison or

fine
’

em

And let him who would construe th
’

effective still further,

Knock ou t a friend
’

s brains to accuse them ofmurder.

I have ready some hundreds Ofresolu te knaves,

With bludgeons well Shaped into Constables
'

staves,

In WE STM I N STER strangers
— true creatures ofpower,

Like the lions— ferociously nursed at the Towerf.

DOwewant more support P
— Mark that band ofred

coats
"

Vi/hose first service over, ofgiving their votes,

Why not try for a second — the cutting ofthroats !

From the SAV OY they march — theirmercy all lie at,

When the Bench gives the call, and St . J S
’

s thefla t .
"

Thu s the law ofeffect the wise ju stice expound s,

This is VVI LM OT
’

S abridgmen t compris
’
d in twelve rounds

The new M I D D L E S Ex C OD E— which treats subj ects like

partridge,

While the Statu tes at large are cut up into cartridge .

Enough ofthese horrors— a mild er d esign,

Though not a more lawful one, Co R B ET,
is thine I

The polling to close, but d ecision adjourn,
And in scrutiny endless to Sink the return .

as See the letter ofthe Lord Lieutenant ofM I , May 8th.

1 These strange Constables were avowed ly brought from the Tower
-
v

Hamlets.
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PART II .

ADDRESSED TO MR . HAYLEY.

To thy candour now , HAYL EY , I Offer the line,

Which after thy model I fain would refine .

Thy Skill, in each trial ofmelody sweeter,

Can to elegant themes adapt frolicksome metre

A nd at will,
’

with a comic or tend er controul,

Now Speak to the humour, and now to the soul .

Vv
’

e
’

ll turn from the obj ects ofsatire and Spleen,

That late, uncontrasted , disfigured the s cene ;

TO WR AY leave the rage the d efeated attend s,

And the conqueror hal l in the arms ofhis friends

Coun t with emulou s zeal the selected and true ,

Enroll in the list, and the triumph pu rsue .

These arefriend ships that bloomed in the morning oflife,

Those were grafted on thorns mid st political strife

A like they matured from the stem, or the flower,
Unblighted by int

’

rest, unshaken by power.

B right band ! to whose feelings in constancy tried ,

D isfavou r IS glory, oppression is pride

A ttached to his fortunes, and fond ofhis fame,

Vicissitudes pass but to shew you the same .

But whence this fidelity, new to the age
?

Can parts , though sublime, su ch attachments engage ?

NO the d azzle ofparts may the passions allure,
’

Tis the heart ofthe friend makes affections endure .
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INSCR IPTION

For tbe DUKE OF R I CHMOND
’

; Bust 10 tbe 21427 119 77

la te MA RQ JI S OF RO C K I N G HAM .

HA I L , marble ! happy in a double end

Raised to departed principles and friend

The friend once gone , no principles would stay

For very grief, they wept themselves away !

Let no harsh censure such conjunction blame,

Sincejoin
’

d in life , their fates should be the same .

Therefore from d eath they feel a common sting,
And HEAV

’

N receives the one, and one the c .

EPIGRAM.

Rea sonfor Mr. Fox
’

: a rvorwm
’
contempt ofonePI GOT

'
: Address

to 62m.

WHO shall expect the country
’

s friend,

The darling ofthe House,

Should for a moment cond escend

To crack a PR I SON LOU S E .

The substantive in the marked part ofti‘nS lme has been long an

established S Y NO NYME for Mr. P 1 0 0 1
“

, and the PRED I CATS , We are .

as sured , 18 not at this time less just .
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EPIGRAMS .

On Sir EL I JAH IMP EY raj/using to resign bis Gown a ; CH I EF

On

JU ST I c E or BENGAL .

OF yore, EL I JAH, it is stated ,

By angels when to Heav
’

n translated ,

Before the saint aloft would ride,

His prophet
’

s robe he cast asid e

Thinking the load might sore ly gravel

His porters on so long a travel

But our EL I JAH somewhat doubting,

To him SA INT PETE R may prove flouting,

And wisely ofhis mantle thinking,

That its fu rr
’

d weight may aid his sinking,

Scornful d efies his namesake
’

s joke,
And swears by G

— d he
’

ll keep his cloak .

ANOTHER .

By Mr. WILBERFORCE.

rma
’

z
'

ng M u ROSE
’

J P omp/ole: on I R I SH PROP0~

S IT ION S .

Uncramp
’

d yourselfby grammar
’

s rules,

You hate the jargon ofthe schools,
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And think it most extremely silly

Bu t reading your unfetter
’

d prose,

I wish the too- licentiou s ROS E

Was temper
’

d by the chaster L I L LY

3“ A famous grammarian, well known for h is excellent rules
, and 11111

more fer the happy clasu cal quotations he has furnished to Sir GrOR c E

HOWAR D , and Others ofthe more learned Ministerial speakers .
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p roportion as directed and ascertained in the

lis t or sch ed ule herein after following, viz.

I . To every D UK E , MA RQU I S , EA R L , Vis

COUNT, and BARON , within his Maj esty’s
kingd om ofG R EAT BR iTA I N , one pound per
d ay .

—IfC R E E N be too strong for their nerves,
they may use S O UCH O NC .

-The me thod of

making it, that is to say, strong , w eak , and

so on, is left to the nob le personage s them~

selves .

II . To every IR I SH d itto, two pound p er
d ittoL— This will be no inconvenience , a s

smuggled c laret will not be in future to be
had .

III . D U CHE S S ES , DUCHE S S D OW A G E R S ,

CO UNTE S SE S , and BA RONE S S E S , one pound
per d itto .

—A s this regula tion is not intend ed

to h urt his Maj es ty’

s Customs, a mixture of

L IQUEU R S will be permitted as u sual .

IV . MA I D S O
'

F HONOU R , CHA PL A IN S, the

M EMBER S ofthe CLU B A T WH I TE
’

S , and

o ther young gen tlemen ofthat R ANK and D E

S CR I P T I ON (being pre tty nearly the usual

quantity), two pound p er d itto .

V. To COUNTR Y
’

SQU I R E S , Fox -HUNTE R S,

Sec . a s a most agreeab le substitute for ST I NGO

and OC TOBE R , three pound per ditto .

VI . To D RA YM E N,
CH A I RMEN, and

BAR GEM EN, instead ofPORTER , two p ound

per d itto .
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VII . To the Commonalty ofthis Realm, to

d rink with their vic tuals and otherwise, at one

pound for each person per d itto .

AND I T I S FU R THER OR DER ED , that no

excuse orplea whatever shall be d eemed valid ,
for the non-compliance with the above regu

lations AND that whoever shall pretend ,
tha t the said wholesome and benign d ecoc

tion, either d oes not agree with him, or is

more expensive than his finances or st ate of

life will permit, shall be only consid ered as

aggravating the offence ofd isobedience, by a
contumacious d oubt ofthe better knowledge
ofhis superiors, and a ridiculous end eavour to
seem to be better acquainted with his own

constitution and circumstances, than the eth

cient Minister ofthe country .

G IVEN at our Palace in D OWN ING - STR E ET,

ibis 1 7 84 .

1 1 2
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ORIGINAL LETTER .

MANY doubts having arisen , principally
among the gentlemen who belong to the

same profe ssion w ith the Master of the

Rolls, whe ther tha t d istinguished charac ter

has really sent a d raft to the H I GH BA I

L I FF ofWE STM I N STER , for the expences of

a late trial and verdict in the Common

Pleas ; and although the fact is not ex

ac tly as it has b een represen ted , ye t the
following authentiC

‘

letter will sufficiently
evince the generous intentions of Sir

LL — D , as soon as he becomes rich enough

for him to answer so heavy a d emand . A t

pre sent, all who know the very circum

scribed state ofhis income , compared with
the liberality ofhis expenditure- who con

sid er the extent ofthose d ifferent establish
men ts, which he

'

feels it necessary to keep
up by way ofpreserving the d ignity ofhis
high Otfice — his ward robe and table for in

stance— w ill acknow ledge the plea ofpo

verty to be j ustly urged .
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the cons tant habits, and whole tenor ofmy
life . The proofto my friend s is easy— Of

the economy which I am obliged to observe
in one very necessary article, my taylor

’

s bill
for these last fifteen years , is a record ofthe

most indisputable authority . There are ma

licious souls, who may object to this, as by

no means the best evid ence of
”

the state of

my waid
'

robe they will d irec t you , p erhaps,
to Lord ST

‘

o R
’

M ONT
’

s Valet d e Chambre‘

, and

accompany the hin t w ith an anecd o te , that

on
{the d ay when I kissed hand s for my ap

p oin tmen t to the office ofA ttorney-G eneral,
I ap peared in a laced w aistcoat that once be

lo nged to his
'

master. The topic is invidious,

and I d isd ain to enter in to it .
— I non/gm the

w aistcoat, but d espise the insinuatio
‘

n— nor

is this the only in stance in which I am ob

liged to d imin ish my w ants , and apportion

them to my very
“

limited means . Lady K .

‘

will be my Witness , that un til my last ap

poin tment, I w as a n u tter strange r
-to the

lnXu
’

ry ofa pocket handkerchief.

Ifyou wish
‘to know how I live , come and

“

satisfy yourse lf— A l
‘

shal l ‘dine at h ome this d ay

three months , and
"

ifyou are no t e ngaged ,

and b reakfast
“

late , S hall
‘

be heartily glad of

your c ompany ; but in ttru
’

th , m y butler
’

s

place it b ecome En
“

absolu’te sinecure— a -early
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habits ofsobriety, and self-denial, my friend ,
have mad e me what I am— have d eceived the

approach ofage , and enab led me to support
the laborious d uties, and hard vicissitud es of

my Station.

Beside s , my d ear BA IL I FF , there are

many persons to whom your application
would be mad e with infinitely more proprie ty
than to me . The nature ofP E P PER A R D E N

is mild , gen tle , accommod ating to the ex

treme, and I will ven ture to engage that he

w ould by no means refuse a reasonable con

tribution . MA CD ONA L D is, among those who

know him
,
a very proverb for generosity ;

and w ill certain ly stand by you , toge ther
with D u n D A s and the LOR D A D VO CA TE, if

there be fid elity in Sco tchmen . B EARC ROFT

too will open his purse
-.to you w ith .the same

blind and improvid en t magnanimity with

which he risqiied his opinion in your favour
besid es, you are sure ofP iTT .

— A real zeal

.for your welfare, a most d isinterested friend

ship , and some consciousness that Lhay e ma

terially helped to involve you ; and , believe

m e , not the sordid motive ofshifting either

the b lame, or the expence upon the shoulders

ofothers, have made me thus eagerly endea

vour to put you in the way ofc onsulting
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your best friend s in this very critical emer
gency .

A s to myself, you are possessed already
ofthe circumstances which rend er any imme

~

d iate assistance on my part w holly Out ofthe
question . Excep t halfa d ozen pair ofblack
plush breeches, which I have bu t this instan t
received , I can Offer you nothing . My super

fluities extend no further . But b e tter times

may soon arrive , and I will not fail you then .

The present Chief Jus tice Of the King
’

s

B ench canno t long retain his situation ; and

as you are one whom I have selec ted from
among many to be the friend ofmy bosom ,

I will now reveal to you
‘

a great secret in the

last arrangement Ofjud icial Ofiice s . Know
then , that Sir EL I J AH IM P EY is the man fixed
upon to presid e in the chiefseat ofcriminal

and civil jurisprud ence ofthis country . I am

to succeed him in BENGAL ; and then , my

d ear THOMA S , w e may se t the malice of

JUI
’

ICS at d efiance . Ifthey had given Fox as

many d iamond s by their verdic t as they have
pound s, rest assured tha t

'

I anr not a p erson

likely to fail you, after I shall have been there
a little while , either through want offaith,

or Wan t Ofmean s . Set your mind , therefore ,
at ease ; as ‘ to the money

m -why, ifP I TT is

d etermined to have nothing to d o with it, and
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A CONGRATULATORY ODE ,

ADD R E SS ED TO THE

R I GHT HON . CHA R L E S JE N K I N S ON,

On his being created LORD HAWKESBURY .

Quem virum aut heroa lyra vel acri

l la sumes celebrare, Cho

Quem Deum ? Cujus recrnet J®C053
Nomen imago ?

JENKY for you I
’

ll wake the lyre,

Tho
’

not with Laureat WAR TON
’

S fire,

Your hard -w on meed to grace

Gay was your air, your visage blythe,

Unless when Fox has mad e you writhe,

With tortur’d MAR SY As
’

face .

NO more you
’

ll d read such point ed sneers,

But safely skulk amid st your Peers,

And slavish d octrines spread 5

As some ill-omen
’

d baneful yew

That shed s around a poisonous d ew,

And shakes its rueful head .

Your frozen heart ne
’

er learn
’

d to glow

At other
’

s good, nor melt at woe 5
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Your very roofis chilling

There Bounty never spreads her ray ;

You e
’

en shut out the light ofday

To save a paltry shilling,

A Prince, by servile knaves add rest,

Ne
’

er takes a D EMP ST E R to his breast,

JACK ROB ’

SON serves his end s ;

Unriva ll
’

d stood the treach
’

rou s name,

Till enviou s ED EN urg
’
d his claim,

While both betray their friends .

On whom d evolves your back
—stairs cloak,

When, prophet-like, you mount as smoke -f
Must little POW NEY catch it ?

But as
’

tis rather worse for wear,

Let mighty BU CK S take special care

To brush it well and patch it .

While o’

er his loyal breast so true,

Great G

There— Honour
’

s star will shine

As RAWD ON was bold R I CHMOND
’

s Squire,

To install a Knight so full offire

- Let A STON, BU CK S, be thine.

expand s the riband blue,

J ENK I N SON exhibited a laudable example ofpolitical oeconomy,

by shutting up several ofhis windows at his seat near Croydon, on the

passmg ofthe Commutation A ct . Hrs Maj esty’s ban mot on this occasion
should not be forgot . What ! what ( said the Royal Jester) do my

subjects complain of— JEN KY tells me he does not pay as much to

the Window Tax as he d id before .

like JEN KY
1 A beautiful oriental allusion, borrowed fromMr. HA STI NGS

’
S Ode,

And care, lzke smoke, m turbid wreathes,

Round the gay ceiling flies .

”

Why then don
’

t my people d o
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JENKY , pursue Ambition
’

s task,

The King will give wh
’

ate
’

er you ask ,

Nor heed the frowns ofP I TT ;

Tho
’

proud , he
’

ll truckle to d isgrace,

By feudal meanness keep his place

And turn the royal spit .

WVith saintly H I L L d ivide your glory T,

N0 true King’

s friend , on such a Tory

The peerage door will shu t

Canting , he
’

ll serve both Church and Throne ,

And make the Reverend Bench your own,

By piety and smut .

BANK S at his Sid e, d emure and sly ,

Will aptly tell a speciou s lye,

Then speed the royal summons

He
’

s no raw novice in the
—

trad e,

His honour
’

s now a batter
’

d j ade
P iTT flung it to the Commons .

a Fi Nc n r rzL D .
-C o . E s se x. JOHN CAM P E S held this manor of

King EDWA R D III by the sew ice oftummg tire Slt at hrs coronat ion,

Camden
’

s B ritannra— am cle E ssex .

fThe King magnanimously refused to create either Sir R I CHAR D
H I L L , or Mi. BA NK S , Peers, that the Singular honour bestowed solegy by

hrs Maj esty might be more COII SPiCUOUS
,
and that Mr P i TT

’

S humiliat ion

m igh t no longer be probl
ematic . S ir R I CHA R D had composed a beaut iful

sacred cantata on the occasion, d ed icated to h rs b rother, the R ev . R ow ~

L AND H I L L . The first s tanza allud es, by an apt quotation from the

68th Psalm,
to the elev ation and

,
d rgnit tes ofthe fam ily

Why hop so h igh, ye little H i L L s

with JOY, t he Lord
’
s anointed fills

Let
’

s pray With one accord !

I n sleepless visions ofthe night,

NOR TH
’
S cheek I smote with al l my might,

For which I
’

m mad e a Lord , &C Sac .
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O D E

To Sm ELIJAH IMPEY .

IEIi, vetusto nobilis a Lamo,

Quando e t priores hinc Lamia ferunt

Denommatos, &c.

EL I o JAH, noblest ofthe race

Of IMPs, from whom the IMPEYS trace,

Ifcommon fame says true,

Their origin 5 and that they found

Their claim on just and solid ground;

Refer forpray
”to you

You , who could post nine hundred miles,

To fathom an Old woman
’

s wiles,

Possess
’

d ofdang erous treasure ;

Could hurry with a ped lar
’

s pack

Ofaffidavits at your back,

In quest ofhealth and pleasure .

And all becaufe the j ealous Jov e 1~
OfEastern climes thought fit to prove

5‘ M I LTON makes honourable mention ofthe founder ofthe family

Eit vessel, fittest 177112 ofFraud .

”

Paradise Lost , 6. IX .

It may be observed , in proofofthe descent, as well as to the cred it of

the present Representative, that he has not degenerated from the charac

teristic obliquity
”
ofhis Ancestor.

1 Late Tyrannus.
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A NEW SONG,

ENTITLED

MASTER BILLY
’

s BUDGET

A TOUCH ON THE TIMES.

To tbe Tune if
‘f A COE LER THERE WA S, Sac .

YE boobies ofBritain, who lately thought fit

The care ofthe state to a child to commit,

Pray how do you like your young Minister
’

s budget ?

Should he take your last farthing, you never can grudge it .

D erry down, Ste.

A tax on. your heads ! there
’

d be justice in that ;
But he only proposes a tax on your hat

SO let every ENGL I SHMAN throw up his beaver,

And hollo, Prerogative B ILLY for ever !

D erry down , 850 .

Not being much favour
’

d with female applauses,

Heztakes hisTevenge on their riband s and gauzes

Then should not each female, Wife, Widow, orMiss,

To Coventry send masterB I LLY for this P

Derry down, 8 m.
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How oft has he told us his views were upright !

That his actions would all bear the test ofthe light

Y et he sure in the d ark must have something to do,

Who shuts out both day-light and candle-light too.

D erry down, Ste.

JOHN BULL’

S house is tax
’

d , so he plays him a trick,

By cunningly laying a duty on brick

Thus JOHN for his dwelling is forc
’

d to pay twice,

But B I LLY hopes JOHN will not smoke the device.

D erry down, Ste .

What little we may have by industry made,

We must payfor a licence to set up a trade ;

80 that ev
’

ry poor devil must now be tax
’

d more

For dealing in good s that paid taxes before .

Derry down,

The Gallico-printers may beg ifthey please,

As d ry as a sponge he their cotton will squeeze ;

With their tears let them print their own linens, cries he,

But they never Shall make an impression on me.

D erry down, See

The crazy old hackney
-coach, almost broke down,

Must now pay ten shillings instead ofa crown ;

And to break him down quite, ifthe first will not do
’
t,

Ten shillings a
-

piece on his horses to boot .

D erry down, Src .

The tax upon horses may not be severe,

But his scheme for collecting it seems very queer

Did a school-boy e
’

er d ream ofa proj ect so id le
A. tax on a horse by a stamp on a brid le !

Derry down, Sec,

K K 2
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MINISTERIAL UNDOUBTED FACTS .

and mow ermum /9 not a ll a. ama damned .

ST . ATHANASI US .

THE Members ofOpposition are all equally
poor— Y ET the poor ones are wholly maintained

by tloo rich.

Notwithstanding the above is their only
support— Y E T their only means ofliving arise: at

five gaming male.

Though these poor dogs w in so much

money at BROOK E s
’

s— Y E T the Moml ors of
BR OOK E S

’

S are a ll equally indigent.

O P POS IT ION cannot raise a Shilling
— Y ET

they maintain an army ofscrioolerr, merely to injure
an immaculate Minister, wloom it is not in their

power to hurt .

They are too contemptible and infamous

to ob tain a moment
’

s attention from any

gentleman or man ofsense, and the people
at large hold them in general d etestation
Y ET the gentlemen and men ofsome, who conduct

ilseMinisterial papers, are daily employed to attack

tbese infamous wrotrloo
‘

s , and in endeavouring to con

vince people wloo are already all ofone mind .
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Their characters are so notorious that no

person can be found to give them c re dit for
a shilling

— Y ET they are constantly running in

debt with their tradesmen.

They are obliged to sponge for a d inner,
or else must go Without- 4 113

'

s they indulge

themselves in every species ofdehauchery and dissi

pation

Their prose is as d evoid ofargument as

their verse is ofWit— Y E T whole troops ofmi
nisterial writers are daily employed in answering

the one and criticising the other .

Their speeches are laughed at and d espised
by the Whole nation— Y E T these laughahle and

despicahle speeches were so artfully framed , as

alone to raise a clamour that destroy ed the wisest of
all possihle plans , TH E IR I SH PROP O S I T I ON S .

They have traiterously raised a flame in

IR E L AND— v a r the IR I SH are too enlightened to

attend .to the barkings ofa degradedfaction.

Their R OLLI A D S and OD ES are s tark non

sense— Y ET the sale has heen so extensive as to

have new clothed the whole B LUE AND B U FF

GAuG .

They are posse ssed ofpalaces purchased
out ofthe public plunder— Y ET they have not

a hole to hide their heads in.

The infernal arts ofthis accursed faction,

and not his measures, have rend ered Mr.

14 14 4
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P I TT unpOpular
m Y ET is Mr. P ITT

'

muih more

popular than ever .

In short, OPPO S I T I ON are the most unpo
pular, popular ; poor, rich 5 . artless , artful in

capable , capahle ; senseless, sensihle neglec t

ful, industrious ; w itless, witty ; starving , pam

pered ; lazy, indefatigahle ; extravagan t , penu
rious ; bold , timid hypocritical, unguarded

set ofd esigning , hlundering ; low
-mind ed , high

minded 5 d ishonest, honest , knaves, as were
ever honoured with the notice ofthe M IN I S

TE R I A L NEWSPA PE R S .

JOURNAL

OF THE

R I GHT HON . HENRY DUNDAS .

Octoher, I 7 S7 .

TOLD the
“

Chairman the Company had
long been in w an t offour regiments ofKing

’

s

forcesé said it
’

w as the first he had heard of

it— told him he must require them as ab so

lutely necessary for the safety ofInd ia— the

man appeared staggered ; remind ed me of

my usual caution ; grumbled out something
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M arch 7 th .
-P I TT moved to recommit the

bill— talked about check s and the constitu

tion— believe he’s mad . Got into a d amned

scrape about cotton— second time I
’

ve been
d etec ted - won

’

t speak any more . N . B . Not

to let BAR I NG come into the Direc tion again .

Fox Spok e
— “ P ITT could not answ er him ,

and told the House he was too hoarsem -for

got at the time to d in ISC his voice .

M arch 9 th .
-Got TH U R LOW to d ine with

u s a t W
’

imhledon— gave him my best Burgundy
and Blasphemy, to put him into good hu

mour.
—~After a brace ofbottles, ventured to

d rop a hint ofbusine ss— TH UR LOW d amned

me, and asked P ITT for a sentimen t — P I TT

looked foolish -G R I~: NV I L L E w ise -MU L

G R AVE stared -SY D NEY
’

s chin lengthened

tried the effec ts ofanother bottle .

— P I TT be

gan a long speech abou t the subj ec t ofour

meeting
— SYD NEY fell ‘

asleep by the fire

MULG R AV E and G R E NV I L L E retired to the

old game ofthe board , and played push -

pin

for ensigncies in the new corps— GR ENV I L L B

won three -Mem .
— To punish their p re

sumption, will not let either ofthem have
one.

THUR LOW very queen — He swore the bill
is ab surd , and my correspond ence w ith those

cursed Directors d amned stupid .
—However,
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will vote and Speak with us— P I TT quite sick

ofhim— says he grow ls at every thing , pro
poses nothing, and supports any thing .

N . B . Must look about for a new Chan

cellor— SC OTT might d o, bu t cants too much

about his ind epend ence and his conscience

what the d evil has he d o with independ ence
and conscience —besid e s he has a snivelling

trick ofre trac ting when he is caught in a lie

—hate such puling fellows— G EO R G E HA R

D I N G E no t much be tter— must try him tho
’

will ord er him to speak on Wed nesd ay .

”

Took P I TT to town in my chariot— d rove

to Berkeley- street— got P I TT to the d oor,

but he wou ld not come in— lounged an hour
with CHA R LOTTE —

promised her a company

in one ofthe new regimen ts for a d isband ed
private ofthe Horse Guard s — Why not ord er
the whole House to be qualified a t D R UM~

MOND
’

S , and charge it to the Company’

s se

cre t service ?
March { nth — Sent for TW I N I NG— when

he came , had by me a large bason ofhis SOU ~

C HO NG — d rank it withou t a w ry face
— “ the

mo st nauseous black d raught I ever sw al

lowed — swore it was excellent— quoted a sen

tence from C I C E R O , which I got from

P R E TTYM AN for the occasion— promised to

put TW I N I NG on my House
-list next year,

give him one ofthe Chairs, and put the Tea
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Trad e under the Secre t Committee— TW I N

I NG to procure a requisition for a G eneral

Court— gave him hints for a speech— to abuse
BA R ING d amnably .

Called at WH I TEHA L L- took away the

last letters from COR NWA L L I S , that P ITT

may not see them before they are properly

copied out by my private Secre tary
— Left or

d ers for P I TT and SYD N EY to follow me to

my house, where they would find my dis
patche s for India ready for signin o

.

M arch I I th .
—Dined with the Direc tors— a

almost too late ; London Tavern not near

enough
— Ma n . to order the Direc tors in

future always to d ine in my neighbourhood ,
and . allow them to charge the ad ditional

coach-h ire to the Company— Why not buy a

long stage to carry them about wherever I may
w an t them

P ITT frightened when w e go t into the

City, lest the mob shou ld hiss talked about
Grocers

’

Hall and better times ; asked me ifI

w as not glad they w ere going to
‘ pull d own

Temple
-has”, and hoped there would be no

further occasion for it .

Tried to prevent his being melancholy
threw a shilling among the blackguard s
w ould not d o— no huzzaing . N . B . Not to

forget to make the Chairman repay me, the
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indic t him for perjury l— Somebody struck up

ifyou trust hefore y ou try .

”
P ITT asked if

the Direc tors wished to affront him, and be

gan a
’

,
long harangue about his regard and

friend ship for the Company —nine D irec tors

offered to swear for it— told them they need

not— bow ed , and thanked me .

L E M E SUR I ER begged our attention to a

little French Air, Sous le nom de l
’

amitie
’

en

“

finesse on ahonde
”

— cursed mal-a-

propos .

P I TT swore he was insulted , and got up

to go away . The A ld erman, much ferrified
a t what he had d one , protested solemnly he
meant no offence , and called God to witness,

it was a very h armless song he learnt some

time ago in Guernsey
— Could no t appease

P I TT— so w en t aw ay with him , after ord er

ing MU LG R AVE no t to le t S Y D N E Y d rink any

more wine , forfear h e shou ld begin talking .

P ITT d esired the servan ts to p ut out the

flambeaux, as w e went through the city— (a
sad coward !) asked me ifI d id not think

Fo x
’

s a very able speech— sighed , and said he

had promised to answer it to-morrow — wished

however to d o nothing in a hurry— expressed
much d iflidence in his own abilities, and paid
me many compliments— thought I had a fine

opportunity to shew my talents
— assured me

he should think nothing ofwaving his righ t
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to reply and that he had not the least
'

ob

jec tion to letting me an sw er Fox— begged to

d ec line the Od er . N . B . He seemed very un~

easy and much frigh tened
— never knew him

dzfl dent before - wish to -morrow
‘

was w ell

over.

Came home — opened a bottle of cham

paigne which I brough t in the c arriage with

me from the Direc tors
’

d inner -looked over
my list oflevee men - found nine field officers
ye t unprovid ed for. Wrote to RO S S , enclosing

the copy ofa letter to be sent to me from

Lord C - s requiring more King
’

s

troop s
— finished my bottle and went to bed .

rWarch t 2 .

—Went to the levee— He looked

surly—w would hard ly speak to me— d on
’

t like

him— mu st have heard that I can govern
IND I A w ithout consulting him .

—Nothing

ever e scap e s that damned fellow SH E R I D AN

Between four and five w en t to the Hou se

worse than the levee -P ITT would not speak ,

pretend ed it w as be tter to w ait for Fox

put him in mind ofthe excuse he mad e at

the end Ofthe las t d ebate, and his promise to

answer calumnics a d on
’

t mind promises— a

d amned good quality that— but ought to con

sid er his friend sm G Eo . HA RD I NG E spoke in
consequence ofmy ord ers— forgot I was sit

ting below himm attacked Lord NORTH
’

S ad
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ministration— got into a cursed scrape with
Pow rs— won

’

t d o for CH ANC E L LOR— why

not try BUR G E S S
P— SOOTT d efend ed what he

had said in the last d ebate— mad e it worse

than ever- quoted from D EBR ETT
’

S d ebates
talked about an adder— thought he was al

lud ing to P I TT
— our lawyers somehow d on

’

t

answ er -A D AM and A N STR UTH ER w orth them
all— can

’

t they be bought P — Scotchmen !

d amned strange ifthey can
’

t— Mem. to tell

ROSE to sound them .

A D A M severe on me and the rest that have

betrayed Lord NO R Tn— a general confusion

all round P I TT— no one to d efend u s
— V I L

L I ER S grinned
-G R AHAM simpered -MUL

G R AV E grow led — by G
— d I believe P I TT eu

joyed it— alw ays p leased when his friend s

get in to a scrape .

-Mem . to give him a lec

ture upon that — MU L G R AV E spoke at last

—wish he
’

d held his tongue
— SH ER ID AN an

sw ered him— improves every d ay— w ish w e

h ad him — very od d so c lever a fellow

shou ldn
’

t be ab le to see his own interest

w ouldn
’

t venture on a reply myself, for fear
ofanother lick from that c lumsy boor Sir
E DW A R D A STL E Y— said my long speech was

d u ll and tiresome— what
’

s the matter with

the fellow P - used to vote with us— believe

LA NSDOWN
’

S got him .
—Mem . to tell STE EL E
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heard SHE R I D AN speaking to me through the
curtain s— woke in a fright, and jumpe d out

ofbed .

Went d own stairs— found some ofthe D I

R E CTOR S waiting in the hall— damned their

hloods , and told them this was all their doing

informed me a G eneral Court was called

by the enemy
m bid them make such a noise ,

th at nobody might be heard
— D EVA Y N E S um

d ertook it— ord ered the SE C R E T COMM I TTE E

to s tay, and sent the rest about their busi

ness .

After breakfast wrote to HAW K-fl —Y , and

begged his accep tance ofa Lieut . Colonelcy ,

2 M ajorities , a Collectorship , 3 Shaw ls and a

piece ofIndia Muslin for the young lad ies
sen t back one ofthe Shawls , and said he

’

d

rather have another Collector
’

s p lace
— D amna

tion bu t it mu st be so , or SY D NEY will b e left

to himself— N . B . Not to forget THU R LOW
’

S

a drrach and Gunpowder Tea, with the India

Crackers for his child ren .

MU L G R AVE called to know ifI wanted him

to speak to-d ay
— told him not— » had enough

ofhim last time .

Went d own to the House— AN STR UTHE R

p layed the d evil with all our checlts and guards

— serves us righ t for introducing such non

sense— GEOR G E NO R TH asked when I meant
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to Open my budget— said , when the R a v ENs

W O RTH arrives— pray God she be lost Mem .

When I d o Open my budge t, to state all the

a ccount s in Tales, Pagodas, and Mohurs— e bas

a fine effec t on the country gentlemen, and

p revents many impertinen t observations .

Waited very patiently for P I TT ’

S promised

answer to Fox ’

s calumnies till eight o
’

clock

fresh inquirie s about it every minute - began
to be very uneasy— saw O P P O S I T I ON sneer

ing
— SHE R IDAN asked P I TT ifhe w as hoarse

yet
— looked exceedingly foolish— pitied him,

and , by w ay ofrelieving his aukward situa

tion, spoke myself— mad e some ofmy bold e st

assertions— said a good thing about AMare
’

s

Nest
”

— coined a few clauses, which I assured

the House were in Fox ’

s Bill, and sat d own

w ith much app lau se
— w as afterward s unfor

tunately d e tec ted in every thing I had said ,

and universally scou ted by all sid e s .
—Mem .

I should not have got into that scrape , ifI
had not tried to help a friend in d istress .

N . B . Never to d o it again
— there

’

s nothing

to be gamed by it .

A s soon as I recovered myself, asked P ITT

whe ther he really meant to answer Fox , or

not— Owned at last, with tears in his eyes, he
could not muster courage enough to attempt
it~- sad work this L B . Observed G R EN

L L 2
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V I L L E mad e a note , that a man need not be

an orator, to be Chancellor ofthe Exchequer
he seemed pleased with the preced en t .

Nothing left for it but to cry question I

d ivid ed— only 54 majority— here
’

s a job !

SH E R IDA N read a cursed malicious paper,
in which he proved P ITT an impostor : and

that what Fo x had Openly d emand ed , the

Board ofControul had secre tly stolen .
— Bro

ther Commissioners a ll turned p ale
— w as ob

liged to rub their noses with Thieves Vinegar,

and then slunk out ofthe House as fast as I

could .
-N . B . Believe OLD P E A R SON

’

S a

sneering son ofa bitch— tried to whistle as I

wen t through the lobby— asked me ifI was

unwell— d amn his impud ence .

came home in a very melancholy mood

re turned thank s in a short prayer for our nar

row escape
— d rank a g lass ofbrandy— con

fe ssed my sins— d etermined to reform , and

sent to WI L B E R FORC E for a good book
— a

very worthy and religious young man that

like him much— always votes with us .

Was beginning to grow very d ej ec ted ,
when R OS E called to Inform me ofan excel
len t scheme about BA NK STOCK- m a snug

thing, and not more than twenty in the

secretm raised my Spirits again
— told the ser

vant I wou ld not trouble Mr. WI L B E R FOR C E
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Another by Lion s . Alderman LeM mrz
'

er.

By gar, Achille he say, I make a you

Parler anod er launguage,
foezztre Hen

Another by Lord mu t ate.

Pliant and prompt in crane-neck curves to wheel,

Achilles rose, and turn
’
d upon his heel .

Another by Dir. Wzlérabam Boot/e.

In oily term s he urg
’

d the chiefs to peace,

For none was more a friend than he to Creme.

Another by Lord Bay kan .

His consciou s hat well lin
’

d with borrow
’

d prose,

The lubber chiefin sulky mien arose ;

E late with prid e his long pent silence broke,

And could he but: have read, he might have Spoke .

Another by Mr. Dwza
’

a t .

Up the bra
’

chield arose, and weel I Wis

To beath sid es booing, begg
’

d ’
em to dismiss

Their wordy wa rfare in a general peece.

i‘

i“ I t is impossible for the l ead er to comprehend the full force ofthis ez

pression, unless he recollects the wonderful efl
'

ects it produced in theHouse

ofCommonsfrom Mr. Dundas
’
s peculiar dialect , upon that memorable oc

cas ion
,
when that great dzurme orator, expat iating on Oriental trauqudhty,

assu
r
ed the House, that at that moment al l Ind ia was atjzeece— Bengal

was at peace— Tippo sultan was at pa ce— The Mahrat tas were at fleece

—Every creature in Indostan, he knew it for afaw ei, was cmfi rtabfy or

p eceU’”
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Another by the Tw elfve L ord : oftoe Bedcbamoer, in a

passion .

Frantic with desperate rage, Achilles roar
’

d

I beg ten thousand pardons, my d ear Lord .

Another by Eigbteen Bishopr, quite cool .

Now
’

t came to pass the Lord Achilles saith,

Hecate and Furies, Tartarus and Death .

Another by Lord How e.

Hawling his wind abaft Atrides’ wake,
The copper

-bottom
’

d son ofPeleus spake.

Another by Sir yorepbMacwéej .

Had great Achilles stood but halfas quiet,

He had been by Xanthus drench’

d aS
'

I byWyatt .

F INI S .


