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GENERAL ADVERTISEMENT

The V ICTOR IA H ISTORY of th e Cou n ties of England is a Nat ional H istoric Survey
wh ich

,
u nder t h e direc t ion of a large stafl' c om prisin g t he foremost stu den ts In sc 1en ce

,
h istory

,

and archae ology
,
is design ed to record t he h istory of every c ou n ty of E n gland in detail. Th is

work was
,
by grac ious perm ission , dedica ted to Her lat e Maj esty Qu een V ic toria

,
who gave it

her own nam e.
worthy and perman en t m onum en t to her m emory .

It is t h e endeavou r of all who are assoc iated w it h t h e u ndertakin g to make it

R ic h as every c oun ty of En gland is in mat erials fo r lo cal h istory, t here has h ith erto been
0 a t t em pt m ade to brin g all th ese materials toget h er in to a coh eren t form .

Alt hou gh from th e seven t een t h cen tu ry down to qu it e recen t t im es num erous c ou n ty
h istories have been issu ed

,
th ey are very u n equal in m erit ; t he best of t h em are v ery rare

and c ostly most of t hem are im perfec t and many are now o u t of dat e. Moreov er
,
t hey were

t h e work of on e o r two isola ted sc holars
,
who

,
however scholarly

,
cou ld n o t po ssibly deal

adequa tely w ith all t h e varied su bj ec ts wh ic h go to th e makin g of a c ou n ty h istory .
Vii



welcome to th e m an of cul tu re.

THE SCOPE OF THE WORK
The h istory of each cou n ty is complete in itself, and in each case its story is told from th e

earliest t im es, commenc ing with the natu ral featu res and th e flora
.

and fau na. Thereaft er
follow the an t iqu it ies, pre-R om an

,
R oman

,
and post-R oman ; anc ien t earthworks; a n ew

translation and critical study of t he Domesday Survey art i cles on pol i t i cal, ecclesiastlcal, soc ial,
and econom ic h istory ; arch itec tu re, arts, industries, sport, and topography

.
The greater

part of each h istory is devo ted to a detailed description and h istory of each parish, con tain ing
an accoun t of th e land and its owners from t he Conqu est to the presen t day. These m an orial
h istories are com piled from original documen ts in t he nat ional collec t ions and from privat e
papers. A spec ial feature is the wealth of illustrat ions afl

'

o rded, fo r no t only are bU Ildmgs of
in terest pic tured, bu t the coats of arms of past and presen t landown ers are gIven

HISTORICAL RESEARCH
It has always been , and still is

,
a reproach that En gland, w ith a collec t ion of pu blic

records greatly ex ceeding in ex ten t and in terest those of any oth er cou n try in Europe, is yet
far beh ind her neighbours in the study of the genesis and grow th of h er nat ional and lo cal
inst itu tions. Few En glishmen are probably aware t hat the nat ional and local arc h ives con tain
fo r a period of 800 years in an almost u nbroken chain of ev iden ce, no t only th e political,
ecclesiast ical, and const itu tional h istory of the kingdom , bu t every de tail of its finan cial and
soc ial progress and t he h istory of t he land and its successive own ers from gen eration to
gen erat ion . The n eglec t of o u r public and local records is no dou bt largely due to th e fac t
that their in terest and valu e is kn own to bu t a small number of people

,
and this again is

d irec tly a t tribu table to the absen ce in th is cou n try of any endowm en t fo r h istorical research .
The governmen t o f this cou n try has too often left to privat e en t erprise work wh ich o u r c o n
tinental n eighbou rs en trust to a governmen t departmen t . It is no t su rprisin g

,
t herefore

,
to find

t hat although an immense amou n t of work has been don e by indiv idual effort
,
t h e en tire

absen ce of organ ization amon g th e workers and th e lack of in telligen t direc tion has h ith erto
robbed the results of mu ch of their valu e.

In t he V ICTOR IA HISTORY, fo r th e first t im e, a serious at t em pt is m ade to u tiliz e o ur
nat ional and local m u n imen ts to t he best advan tage by carefu lly organ izin g and su perv isin g
the researches requ ired. Under th e direc t ion of t he R ecords Comm it tee a large staff of experts
has been engaged at the Public R ecord Offi ce in calendarin g those c lasses of records which are
fru itful in material fo r local h istory, and by a system of in terchan ge of comm u n icat ion am ong
workers under t he direc t supervision of the gen eral editor and sub-editors a m ass of in form ation
is so rted and assign ed to its correc t place

,
wh ich would otherw ise be impossible.

THE RECORDS COMMITTEE



In addition to a in several sec tions, each H istory con tains Geological, O ro

graphical, Bo tan ical, D om esday maps ; also maps illustratin g the articles on
E cc lesiast ical and Political H istories

,
and the sec t ions dealin g wit h Topo graphy . The Series

con tains m any hu ndreds of maps in all.

ARCH ITECTURE
A spec ial feature in con n ex ion wit h t he Arch itec ture is a series of grou nd plans

,
many

of th em colou red
,
show in g th e arc hitec tural h istory of castles, ca thedrals, abbeys, and oth er

monast ic fou ndat ions.

In order to secure th e great est possible ac cu racy
,
th e descript ions of th e Arch itec tu re

,

e c clesiastical
,
m ilitary

,
and dom est ic , are u nder t he su perv ision of Mr. C. R . PEERS

,
M .A .

,

F and a comm it tee has been form ed of t he followin g studen ts of arch itec tu ral h istory
who are referred to as m ay be requ ired con cern in g th is departm en t of th e work

ARCHITECTURAL COMM ITTEE

J . BILSON , J . A . GOTCH ,
R . BLOMF I ELD , M .A .

,
A .R .A . W . H . ST. J OHN HOPE, M .A .

HAROLD BRAKSPEAR , W . H . K NOWLE S
,

PROF . BALDWI N BROWN, M .A . ROLAND PAUL, F .S.A .
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LL .D .

GEORGE E . Fo x, M .A .

,
F .S.A . PERCY G. STONE,
H . THACK ERAY TURNER

,
F .S.A .

GENEALOGICAL VOLUMES
The gen ealogical volumes con tain t h e fam ily h istory and detailed genealogies of su ch

hou ses as had at th e end of t h e n in eteen t h cen tu ry seats and landed estat es, hav in g enjoyed
th e like in t he m ale lin e sin ce 1 760, t h e first year of George III., togeth er wit h an in tro'
du cto ry sec tion dealin g w it h o th er prin c ipal fam ilies in each cou n ty .
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PR E FA C E

HE first historian o f Leic estersh ire was Wil liam Burton , B.A. ,

who began h is work as early as 1 5 97 , bu t h is D escr iption of
Leicestershire co nta ining matters of antiguitye, histo rye, arm o rye,
and genealogy,

was no t published til l 1 6 2 2 . A sec ond and

revised edition was prepared, bu t owing to the Civil War and the death
o f Bu rton in it was no t prin ted. In 1 7 7 7 an en larged and

c orrec ted edition was published, bu t the edit ing was carelessly performed
and c onsequ en t ly the w ork shows little improvemen t upon th e original
edit ion .

John Th ro sby, parish Clerk Of St . Martin ’s Chu rch
,
L eicester,

a good draughtsman and a c arefu l c o l lec tor o f an t iquarian no tes ,
publ ished in 1 7 7 7 h is Mem o irs of the Town and Co unty of Leicester in six

vo lumes . Th is was fol lowed in 1 7 89 by a vo lume en t it led Select Views
in Leicestershire from o riginal drawings , and in the next year by a Supple

mentary Vo lume to the Leicestershire Views co nta ining a Ser ies ofExcursio ns to
the Villages and places of N o te in that Co unty. In 1 7 9 1 he published
The H isto ry and A ntiquities of the Ancient Town Qf Leicester . He died
in 1 80 3 .

I t is, how ever, to John Nicho ls , that we m ay wel l assign
th e t itle o f the h istorian o f Leic estersh ire . Nicho l s was the son o f

Edward Nicho ls , a baker o f Islington , and was appren tic ed to Wil liam
Bowyer

,
the prin ter whose partner and b iographer he afterwards bec ame .

H e developed tastes fo r an t iquarian research at an early age , bu t it was

probably in consequ enc e o fh is marriage with h is sec ond wife , Martha,
daugh ter o fWil liam Green o fH inckley, in 1 7 7 8 , that lead to h is in terest
in the coun ty o f Leic ester. In 1 7 9 5 he published the first two
parts o fThe H isto ry and Antiquities of the Town and Co unty of Leicester ;

the sec ond part o f the fourth and last vo lume o f h is h istory was no t
completed til l 1 8 1 1 . H is w ork , as is stated on the tit le page , inc ludes
Bu rton ’ s desc ription o f th e c oun ty published in 1 6 2 2 ,

and the later
c ol lec tion s Of Thomas Staveley , Rev . Samu el Carte , Mr. Peck , and Sir
Thomas Cave . He was assisted by R ichard Gough and many local
helpers , h is acknow ledgemen ts to Whom fill several pages o f h is prefac e .
Nicho l s was a mos t carefu l and aCCIirate c ompiler, and in genealogy and

heraldry there are few c oun ty historian s to c ompare to h im ; in archae
o logy and arch itec tu re , however, we canno t expec t a standard higher
than was set at the t ime . H is work wil l always stand high among the
best o f the English c oun ty histories .



PREFACE
The Editor w ishes to express h is thanks to Mr. J . H

'

. Round,

M .A LL .D fo r revising the artic les on the Domesday Su rvey and

Leicestersh ire Su rvey ; to Mr. G . E . Fox, Hon . M .A . Oxon . ,
and

to Major W. J .
Freer, V .D . ,

fo r assistanc e on the artic le on th e
Roman Remain s o f the c oun ty ; to Mr. A . R . Horwood, ac ting
cu rator o f the Leic ester Mu seum, fo r information as to th e c o l lec tion s
under h is charge , and fo r many notes and addition s to the artic les on
Mol lu sc s and Botany to Mr. I . Chalkley Gou ld, fo r revising the
artic le on Earthworks ; to Mr. J . T. B iggs and the Committee o f the
Le icester Corporat ion Mu seum fo r permission to pho tograph obj ec ts
the Museum ; to Mr . W . B . Worth ington , engineer-in-chief o f the
M idland Railway , Derby , fo r permission to pho tograph the Anglo
Saxon objec ts found at Saxby in h is charge ; and to th e Soc iety o f

An tiquaries , the Archaeological Inst itu te
,
the Leic ester A rch itec tu ral

and Archaeologic al Soc iety , the A ssoc iated Architec tu ral and Arch aeo

logical Soc ieties , and the I llustra ted L o ndon News fo r il lu strat ion s .
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BAS ED ON THE MAPS OF THE GEOLOG ICAL S URV EY





NE o f th e most striking features in th e general geo logy o fEngland
is the fac t that the ou tcrop o f the geo logical formation s forms a
series o f roughly paral lel bands c rossing th e coun try in a sou t h
west and north-east direc tion from the Channel to the North Se a.

This regu lar succ ession o f paral lel bands is due to the general inc lination o f

the strata to the sou th-east , bu t it is in terrupted to a c ertain exten t by two
great an tic linal movemen ts, on e in the north and the o ther in the sou th-east

,

which have brough t up lower strata and c au sed the ou tcrop o f those above to
divide in to two arms, thu s destroying the general symmetry o f the arrange
men t . Where the two arms unite the breadth o f the ou tc rop is mu ch
increased, and the widest spread o f the covering formation occu rs .

The an tic line in the sou th-east is that o f the Weald, which ranges in an

easterly and westerly direc tion , and h as Split the Upper Cretac eou s rocks in to
two arms known as the North and Sou th Down s . These u nite to the west
in Hampshire and Wilt shire

,
and form the great spread o f Chalk c ou n try

extending over the wide expan se o f Salisbury Plain .

The second an tic line
,
whic h is the more importan t , and the one that

affec t s the distric t with which we are now concerned, is the great range o f the
Pennin e H il l s , which run s from the borders o f Scot land to the immediate
neighbourhood o f th e coun ty o f Leic ester. The main effec t o f this an tic line
is to separate the ou tcrop o f the Trias in to two branches, on e o f which
extends north across the coun ties o f Not tingham and York

,
while the other

strikes to the north-west through Cheshire and Lancashire . At the bifurca
tion sou th o f the Pennine Range the Trias at tain s its widest exten sion and

produc es the u ndu lating c oun try so c harac teristic o f the M idlands .
The cou n ty o f Leic ester, situ ated nearly in the c en tre o f England,

inc ludes a large part o f the great c en tral plateau formed by the Trias and

Lower Lias in this part o f th e coun try . The c oun ty in fac t is nearly equal ly
divided between these two formation s

,
the western halfbeing main ly c overed

by the Trias with smal l patches o f o lder rocks pro truding here and there ,
wh ile the Lias occupies with a few exc eption s th e whole o f the eastern half.
I t con sists on the who le o f a more o r less undu lating plain , which is over
Spread in plac es with beds o f c lay and gravel . In the north-western part o f
the c oun ty this plain is broken by the elevated ground o f Charnwood Forest ,
which rises in a somewhat miniatu re mou n tain range to the height o f9 1 2 ft. ,
and forms the cu lminating poin t o f the distric t, and the princ ipal elevation in
this part o f the M idlands . To the west o f this the Coal Measures are

brought in
,
at firs t beneath a thick covering o fTrias, bu t further west on th e

borders o f Sou th Derbyshire they c ome to the surfac e . On the eastern side
some o f th e hil l s rise to a height o f 600 ft. , and are ou tliers o f the great
Oo litic escarpmen t whic h extends from the Co ttesw o ld Hil l s to the Humber.

This escarpmen t ju st en ters the northern portion o f th e coun ty, and forms th e
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d u l C l u ; ( 3 ) u s e.

Permian and Trias, lapping round them and c o vering a large p :
plain (4) the Jurassic rocks, comprising the three divi si on s o f the
the few small patches o f Oo lite capp ing the eastern

.

h i l l s an

superficial c lays and gravels that overlie the o ther formati on lDdlSCI'l

The fol lowing are the subdivision s o f the rocks that are expo

Fo rm atio n

Recen t Al luvium Sil t
,
clay, peat and gravel

River terraces Gravel and loam
Pleistocene

Boulder-clay, sand and gravel Stony clay
, sand and gravel

Lincolnshire Limestone
Northampton Sand

Lias Middle

Lower

Rhaetic

Sandstone
Bun ter

Perm ian Permian Breccia and red marl
Coal measures

Carbon iferous Millstone Grit

Carboniferous Limestone

Pre-Cambn an o r Slates, hornstones and agglomerates
with in trusive igneous rocks

Limestone and freestone
Sands with layers of clay in the

upper part, Ironstone below
Clay and shale with calcareous

co ncret1o ns

Ferruginous l imestone and iron
stone. Sandy shales in lower

Clay and shale argillaceous lime
stone

Black shale sandstone .

Red and variegated marl with
bands of gypsum and a littl e
sandstone

Red sandstones with marl bands
Beds o fsh ingle with a lit tl e sand

stone

Shales with seams of coal and
fireclay with beds of sandstone
and i ronstone .

Massive sandstones and coarse grits
with beds of shale

Limestone with occasional beds of
chert
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more detailed work h as been accomplished which gives us a fu l ler in sight
in to its geo logical stru c ture and history .

Du ring the eighteen th c en tu ry several no tices occu r as to the mineral s,
fossils

,
soil

, &c . , bu t these early writers h ad no connec ted view o f the
struc ture o f the cou n try , o r o f the nature o f th e rocks . The first to acqu ire
a knowledge o f the stratific ation o fEngland wasWil liam Smith , who in 1 8 1 5
publ ished h is Map o fthe S trata o fEngland andWales

,

’

fo l lowed in 1 8 2 1 by
a New Map o fL eicestersh ire ,

’

co loured geological ly . In the fo l lowing year
the Rev. W . D . Co nybeare andW . Phil lips published the Outlines of the

Geo logy of E ngland and Wales
,
Which con tain s some valuable no tes on the

A shby Coalfield. This c o alfield was further described in 1 8 34. in th e
elaborate work o f E . Mam m att

,
which

,
al though giving many in terest

ting fac ts and observat ions
,
is somewhat marred by the crude theories

propou nded. In 1 8 3 8 Professor J . B . Jukes gave a Popular Sketch of the

Geo logy ofthe Co unty if Leicester , which is the earliest general desc ription o f

the geo logy o f the coun ty . In 1 846 ano ther ‘Sketch o f the Geo logy o f

Leic estershire ,
’ by the Rev . W . Co leman , appeared in VVh ite

’

s H isto ry of
L e icestershire and R utland

, a second edition o f which was published in 1 86 3
this latter is one o f the best acc ou n t s o f the general geo logy o f the cou n ty
that we possess . Previou s to this, however, more minu te detail s h ad been
given in two o f the memoirs o f the Geo logical Su rvey relating to this
distric t whic h were pu blished in In 1 866 Professor An sted gave an
acc oun t o f the Physical Geography and Geo logy of the Co unty ofLeicester . In
1 869 two importan t description s o f the distric t were writ ten . On e , a

Geo logic al Su rvey memoir by E . Hu l l , on The Triassic and Perm ian R o cks

ofthe Midland Co unties ofEngland the o ther by W . Molyneux, on Burton-o n
Trent

,
its H isto ry, its Waters, and its Breweries. In later years many papers

relating to the rocks in differen t parts o f t he distric t were published ; bu t,
exc ep t the very detailed Shetch of the Geo logy of Leicestershire and R utland,

given by W . J . Harrison in 1 87 7 , no gen era l acc ou n t o f its geo logy
appeared. In 1 889 the resu rvey o f the distric t was c ommenc ed by the
Geo logic al Su rvey

,
and all the maps

,
with the exc eption o f the sou thern

and north-eastern portion s o f the coun ty
,
have been issued, together with a

series o fmemoirs
,
giving a detailed ac coun t o f its geology .

PRE-CAMBRIAN OR ARCHAEAN

The geo logy o f Charnwood Forest h as been studied fo r many years
,

bu t owing to the obsc u rity o f its strata and the pauc ity o f exposures
, it h as

no t at trac ted the at ten tion o f geo logists to the same exten t as many o ther
areas . Among the earliest writers on these rocks were Professor Sedgwick

Professor Jukes Professor An sted Rev. W . H .

Co leman and others ; bu t it was no t u n til 1 87 7 that the firs t

W. T. Aveline and H . H . Howell, The Geology of Part q eicestershire, Exp] . of Sheet 6 3 E. H ull,
The Geo logy ofthe Leicestershire Coalfield and the Co untry around Ashhy

-de—1a-Zouch .

Phil. Mag. (Ser. iv
,
6 8 , 69 .

Appendix to the Geology, Botany, and Ornithology of the D istrict
, in Potter’s Hist. and Antia. of

Geologist, vi, 3 7 1 .

Geology of Leicestershire in White’s Hist. Caz . and Direct. of the Counties of Leic. and Rut.
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systematic study o f these rocks was u ndertaken . In this year the first o f th e
wel l—known papers by Professor Bonney and th e Rev. E . H i l l was

.

publ i shed
;

fol lowed in 1 87 8 , 1 880, and 1 89 1 by further accou n ts o f th i s di stri c t .
These were supplemen ted in 1 896 by Professor Wat ts, who proved the
general su ccession o f the rocks, and worked o u t th ei r physi cal stru c ture
in such a manner as to al low the variou s sub—division s to be represen ted on

ical m aa geogfiarnwo od
)

Forest is c omposed o f a series o f craggy h il l s and ridges
standing o ut from a fairly un iform surfac e . These h il ls are u ncu l tivated

.

and

u sually devoted to plan tation s wh il e the spaces between , wh i c h are th i ckly
c overed with angu lar detritu s, are general ly enc losed and cu l t ivated.

Professor Wat ts h as shown that these rocks existed as islands in th e
Triassic andCarboniferou s seas, andmost probably stood up asmou n tain s on the
land in Old R ed Sandstone times . Their featu res are no t those o f th e presen t
day, but date back partly to the subaerial denudation o f Old R ed Sandston e
and probably earlier times, and partly to the aqu eou s denudation o f Carbon i~
ferou s andTriassic times . Presen t daydenudation by c learing o u t th e Triassic
dé bris h as done little more than expose to-day a pro

—Triassic landscape .3
The rocks o f Charnwood Forest are the o ldest known in th e Midlands .

They consist o fa thick mass o f c lastic vo lcanic rocks with overlying grit s and
shales they are in truded upon in places by several types o f igneou s masses

,

and the whole o f them are o fpre
-Cambrian age . They have been c lassified

by Professor Watts in the fo l lowing sub—division s

Swit hland and Groby Slat es.
The Brand Series Con glomerat e

,
Grit and Quart z ite.

Purple and Green Beds.
Olive Horn ston es of Bradga t e.
Woodhouse Beds Hornston es and Volcan ic Grits.

The Maplewell Series Sla te Agglom erat e of R o eclifi'e .

Hornston es of Beacon H ill.
Felsitic Agglomerat e.

The Blackbro o k Series Hornston es and Volcan ic Grits.

The su ccession is c learest in the eastern part o f the distric t
, but it

becomes much more c onfu sed in the north-west from the fac t that this region
appears to have been the foc u s o fvo lcanic ac tivity

, and c on sequ en tly the rocks
are here much distu rbed and fau l ted.

The rocks con sist to a large exten t o fvolcan ic ingredien t s
,
even the fin e

hornstones and slates being made o fvolcan ic du st often in terleaved wi th m ilk
and brecc ias . No traces o forganic remain s have been found in any o f these
rocks with the exception o fa worm burrow discovered by Professor Lapworth
in the slates low down in the Brand Series

,
and a few o ther examp les sinc e

obtained by Mr. Rhodes .
The igneou s rocks o f Charnwood Forest are exten sively qu arried fo r

road-metal and paving set ts a large trade is al so carried on in artific ial flagstones made from the ground-up rock mixed with c emen t.

1Quart. 7 0am . Geol. So c. 39a m, 7 5 8— 89 m iv
, 1 99

— 2 3 9 m vi, 3 3 7-5 0 xlii, 7 8-1 00.Geo ]. Mag. dec. iv
,
vol. 1 1 1

, 48 5-7 Rep. Brit. Assoc fir 1 896, pp . 7 95-7 .

The

/

Geograph. yo ur
-
n. June

, 1 903 .

Geo Mag. dec . iv
, vol . iii, 48 ; Rep . Brit. Alma /Bf 1 8 6

, Memo irs o the Geo ] S ‘ThGeology of the Co untry be tween Atherstone and Charnwood F
g
o res

l
f,’1

9 5 f W0 C
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tions at no very great depth in the distric t to the north o fGrace D ieu between
Ticknal l and Breedon . In th is area the beds are ben t in to a flat arch on the
western side, while on the eastern side they are tu rned up nearly vertical ly by
a large fau l t wh ich appears to be a c on tinu ation o f one o f th e Charnwood
frac tu res . To the sou th the limestone becomes mu ch th inner, and al though
it probably underlies most o f the c o alfield, it thin s o u t further sou th . In a

boring at Desford on ly a little over twen ty feet were found }

.

Overlying the limestone there are some dark shal es Wi th th i n beds o f
sandstone and l imestone , which become more sandy in th e upper part before
they are succeeded by the massive grits above . These beds are exposed over
the limestone at D im m insdale and Ticknal l ; they vary c on siderab ly in th ick
ness, bu t at the former plac e are from thirty to forty fee t thick . They are

al so seen at Calke, under the railway at Worthington
,
and at Grac e Dieu

,

bu t at Breedon , Breedon Cloud, and Osgathorpe are hidden by overlying beds
o fTrias .

M ILLSTONE GR IT

A lthough there is a c on siderable area c overed by M il l s ton e Grit ju st
beyond the north-west border o f the c ou n ty very lit tle o f this formation is
seen with in the coun ty itself. The princ ipal ou tcrop is that su rrounding the
l imestone at Dim m insdale , wh ich is the sou thern portion o f the larger mass
beyond the coun ty boundary extending to th e Tren t at Stan ton-by—Bridge .
Ano ther smal l in l ier o f this rock c omes up at Thringstone

, and it al so oc c urs
at the foo t o f the Keuper escarpmen t at Cast l e Donington

, bu t th e beds are
very obscu rely seen , and it is doubtfu l to what age they shou ld be assign ed.

The M il lstone Grit o f th is area is bu t a very poor represen tative o f this
rock as it occurs in the northern part o fDerbysh ire . I t con sists o f a series
o f sandstones and grits, which are coarse and c onglomeratic in the lower part

,

bu t fine-grained and th in-bedded towards the top .
Some o f th e beds are

very massive, and have been extensively worked as a bu ilding-stone
, bu t the

beds are too soft to form the striking features that th ey do fu rther north
beyond Derby .
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COAL MEASURES

The Le icester Coalfield oc cupies that part o f the coun ty west o f the
Charnwood H ills . I t extends al so in to Sou th Derbysh ire , bu t the two are so
in timately c onnec ted together that it wil l be nec essary in desc ribing th is
c o alfield to inc lude the who le area.

The formation is composed o f a series o f sandstones and shal es with
many seams o fc oal and iron stone . The c oal seams vary in th ickness from a

maximum o f 1 5 ft. , bu t the majority o fworkable seams are from 7 ft. to 8 ft.
o r l ess .

The strata are ben t in to a flat arch having its axis running in a north
westerly and sou th-easterly direc tion paral le l with that o f Charnwood Forest ,
so that the seams on the east dip to the east , while those on the west dip in

the main to the west, al though there are several minor disturbanc es wh ic h
al ter th is general arrangemen t . The effec t o f this is that the c o alfield is

separated in to three areas , the western o r Moira Coalfield, the eastern o r

Whitwick Coalfield, and th e c en tral region o f lower u nprodu c tive measures .
The coal seams on either side o f the an tic line have no t as yet been c orrelated
with on e ano ther ; there is con siderable differenc e in the nature o f the
measures on the two sides o f the c o alfield, and un til fu rther advanc e h as been
made in the palaeon to logy o f these rocks it is no t possible to compare the
seams with any c ertain ty .

The fo l lowing is a lis t o f the princ ipal seams on the two sides o f the
c o alfield

Mo m a o n WE STERN COALF IELD e wrcrc o r. EASTERN COALF IELD
Average Average

Nam e o f Co al Seam Th ickness Nam e o f Co al Seam Th ickne ss
ft. in . ft. in .

3 6 Ston e Smu t R ider 3 8

3 6 3 0

Ston e Smu t

R oaster

Assoc iated with some o f these seams are beds o f fireclay which are o f

much importance , espec ial ly abou t Moira and Swadlinco te, where they are

employed fo r the manufac tu re o f firebricks, saggers, Sec . The c lays in the
upper part o f the measu res are al so extensively u sed fo r sanitary pipes, Scc .

In the sou th-eastern part o f the c o alfield th e seams are worked beneath
a thick covering o f Keuper Marl and Sandstone, the Coal Measu res them
selves

,
except at H eather, being en tirely hidden by this formation .
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At Whitwick Col liery and as far sou th as Ellistown the Coal Measu res
are overlaid by a sheet o fbasal t, which was pou red o u t in a mo l ten state

,
and

h as charred the measu res with which it came in con tac t .

A lthough the Coal Measures were probably original ly laid down over
the coun try to the eas t o f the Charnwood H il ls they were swep t away in pre
Triassic times and there is evidenc e, from several boreho l es that have been
made, that the red measures rest direc tly upon highly inc lined beds o f a

much older date. l
The physical history o f the Carboniferous peri od i s c learer than that o f

those that wen t before, from the fac t that the record o f this epoc h is m ore
complete, and there are more reliable data to work upon . During the early
part o f this period it is probable that an in land sea existed to the north ,
extending along what is now the western borders o f D erbysh i re and York
shire, to the sou th o f Sco tland. In this depression was deposited th e thick
mass o f limestone that covers this distric t ; while in the extreme north and

sou th
,
where the o ld land su rfaces seem to have principal ly existed, a greater

amoun t o fmuddy o r sandy mat ter was brought in . From th e small thickness
o f limestone that occurs in th is part o f th e area it is probable that it was

near the sou thern margin o f this sea wh il e further proof that th e water was

comparatively shal low is afforded by the do lomitic charac ter o f muc h o f th e
limestone . After a time a change took plac e and deposits o f m ud and sand,
which had at first been confined to the neighbou rhood o f th e shore , extended
themselves over nearly the whole o f this marine basin

,
and formed th e shales ,

sandstones, and grits that overlie the limestone . Later the sea became c o n
verted in to a freshwater lake o r large estuary

,
while the fu rther fi l ling up o f

the water o r the elevation o f the land gradu al ly produc ed lo w swampy flat s
in tersec ted with land su rfac es , on which vegetation qu ickly sprang up, and

furnished the material fo r beds o f coal . During this later period c on s tan t
osc il lation o f level took place , produ c ing the frequen t al ternation s o fshale and
sandstone , latterly with coal seams , which charac terize the Coal Measures .

PERMIAN

In this distric t there is a marked unconformity between the Coal
Measures and the succeeding deposits o fR ed rocks

,
the lowest o fwh ich have

been c lassed as Permian . These rocks belong to a special series o f strata,
which h as been distingu ished by Professor Hu l l as the ‘Salopian type ’

o f

British Permian .

’ There is, however, no proof that they are o f Permian
age ; they m ay represen t the commenc emen t o f the Trias epoch , and it is
very doubtfu l whether the separation shou ld be main tained.

They are c o m

posed o fcoarse angu lar breccia with occasional beds o f marl and sandstone .
The brecc ia is u sual ly angu lar, espec ial ly towards the sou th

, and is c omposed
o f fragmen ts o f Carboniferou s rocks

,
volcanic ash and o ther igneou s rocks

,

slates , feldspathic grits and quartzites , embedded in a sandy calcareou s matrix .

3

The fragmen ts do not appear to have come from any di
stance , and most o f

‘Details of these bo rings are given in the Memoirs qf the Geo ]. Surv. :
‘Th e Geology of the Coun trynear Le icester.’

:fi
emotrt if the Geo ] . Surv.

t The Triassic and Permian Rocks of the Midland Coun ties of England,’ 1 1 .

T. Brown, The Penm an Rocks of the Leicestershire Coalfield
,

’ Quart. 7 0am . Geo ]. So c. xlv
,
24.

8
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maximum thickness to the west o f the coun ty o f abou t ft. , bu t they

thin o ut very rapidly eastwards, and are no t presen t at A shby-de-la—Zouch o r

a
nywhe

r
e to the east o f that town . They are most strongly developed abou t

Measham and Donisthorpe there is also an ou tcrop at Bo o th o rpe and on the
banks o f the Tren t at Castle Donington . 3

When
a
suffic ien tly large area o f these beds i s exposed they form a dry

but rather poor soil disposed in rounded gravelly kno l ls , wh i ch con siderably
add to the beau ty o f the scenery.

KEUPER SANDSTONE

The Keuper Sandstone has an average thickness o f abou t 1 00 ft. , bu t it

passes so gradual ly in to the marl s above that it is difficu l t to separate the one
from the o ther.

I t c on sists o f massive beds o f soft sandstone, sometimes
wh ite , bu t u sual ly stained red o r brown . These sandston es are split up
by numerou s beds o f marl ; they are general ly fal se-bedded and frequ en tly
ripple—marked.

In the neighbou rhood o f the Charnwood H il ls, abou t
Thringstone , and al so at Heather and o ther plac es, the base o f the sandstone
contains many quartz pebbles and angu lar fragmen ts , and occasional ly hard
beds o f conglomerate . Near Castle Donington foo tprin ts o f Lahyrinthodon

have been found in these beds, bu t fossil s are extremely rare . 1

The sandstones have been u sed as a bu ilding-stone to some exten t , bu t
the rock is too soft in this distric t to be o f much valu e . The Keuper Sand
stone is a valu able water-bearing stratum ,

and large supplies are obtained from
it at Coalvil le , Ellistown , and o ther plac es .
The ou tc rop o f the rock extends along th e western portion o f th e

c oun ty from Appleby by Measham and Norman ton to Ashby—de-la-Zouch .

North o f th is it spreads o ut
,
c overing Pistern H il l and mos t o f the high

ground between Woodvil le and Co leorton . At Th ringston e it is thrown
down by the large fau l t bounding the Coalfield

,
along the north side o fwhich

it forms a conspicuou s esc arpmen t as far as Staun ton Haro ld, where striking
to the north the escarpmen t is c on tinued to Melbourne

,
and along the bank

o f the Tren t to Castle Don ington .

The Keuper Sandstone u sual ly forms a ligh t and dry soil , bu t the ou tcrop
in this distric t, when free from Drift, is too narrow to have much effec t on
the land.

KEUPER MARL

The Keuper Marl covers the whole o f that part o f th e c ou n ty west o f
Leicester with the exception o f the smal l areas o f o lder rocks which have
been previou sly men tioned. I t forms an u ndu lating plain mostly u nder
cu l tivation , o f which the greater part is arable land wel l su ited to th e
growing o f c orn . The strata con sist o f red and mottled marl s with th in
beds o f grey and white sandstone

,
known as skerry .

’ Thin beds o fgypsum
occur at interval s throughou t these marl s

,
espec ial ly in the upper part , where

o
ne bed h as a thickness o f from 6 ft. to 1 2 ft. The sandstones are frequ en tly
ripple-marked

, and con tain pseudomorphou s c rystal s o f sal t . Near Leic ester
a th ick bed o f soft wh ite sandstone occ u rs in the upper part o f the marl

,
bu t

Memo irs qfthe Geo ]. Surv. The Leicestershire Coalfield
,

’

6 2 .

I O
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this is very exc eptional ; the bed, wh ich is qu ite local
,
thin s o u t in all

direc tion s, and on ly c overs a very smal l area.

Water from these rocks is very hard owing to the presenc e o f gypsum
,

and c onsequ en t ly un su itable fo r general purposes, al though muc h appreciated
fo r brewing.

The Keuper Marl overlaps u nconformably the rocks ben eath ; and

al though along its junc tion with the Keuper Sandstone it succ eeds that
formation qu ite regu larly, in fac t the one passes in to th e oth er by almost
insen sible gradation s, stil l , where the o ldest rocks c ome to the su rfac e

,
as

arou nd Charnwood Forest , and at Enderby, Croft, Narborough , Sapco te , and
Moun t sorrel , it abu t s direc t ly again st them withou t any in terven ing beds o f
Keuper Sandstone , showing that these o lder rocks mu st have stood up as

islands in Triassic times .
Variou s opin ions have been advanc ed by geo logists as to th e mode o f

origin o f the Triassic rocks . Ramsay c onsidered that all the R ed Sandstones
o f the M idlands, inc luding both the Trias and Permian , were deposited under
c on tinental c onditions ,‘and this is the view, with slight modification s,
general ly adopted at the presen t day. There can be no doubt that the rocky
floor o f this region u pon wh ich the Trias rests was most irregu lar in form .

I t was probably broken by trac ts o f high land in the neighbou rhood o f the
Pennine Chain , the Welsh H il ls , the Lickey H il l s , the hil l s o f North
Warwickshire, th e Charnwood H il l s, and o thers

,
from wh ich the material

was derived, and wh ich enc losed basin s and lagoon s in which beds o f sal t and
gypsum were deposited ; while the su rrou nding land was desert , produc ing
the ever-shifting sands that have formed the false—bedded sandstones , and the
remarkable eroded su rfaces that have been found on the granite at Moun t
sorrel .”

R HAE
’

I
‘
IC

At the top o f the Keuper Marl there are a series o fbeds wh ich , al though
they are c lassed with the Trias , are in mineral charac ter more c losely a l lied to
th e overlying L ias . They rest on beds o f tea—green marl at the top o f the
Keuper

,
which was at one time inc luded with them, bu t there is a sharp line

o f division which is u sual ly occ upied by a th in band o f c onglomerate o r

c oarse sandstone , having a pecu liarly gritty feel , known as the Bon e-bed.

Th is bed, al though sometimes absen t
,
general ly varies in th ickness from

é in . to 2 in .,
o r rather more . When met with at a lit tle distanc e from the

surfac e it is very hard and pyritic , bu t nearer th e ou tc rop it bec omes
decomposed and much more brittl e . I t is a highly pyritou s and impu re
sandstone , fu l l o f the fi'agm entary remain s o f saurian s and fish , the teeth and

scales o f Co lo hodus, scal es o f Gyr o /epis a lberti, teeth o f Saurichthys acuminatus
,

A crodus m inimus and Hyhodus clo a cinus, together with fragmen ts o f Triassic
sandstones, pebbles, and coprolites . The Bone-bed is su cc eeded by a thick
ness o f abou t 1 7 ft. o f dark , finely laminated shal es, con taining Avicula

co nto rta , Pro to cardium phillipianum , and o ther bivalves in c on siderable
a bu ndanc e . These beds pass up in to a series o f blu ish o r grey shales which

Quart. j ourn. Geo l. Soc. xxvn, 1 9 5 .

These were first described by Professor Watts
,
Brit. Assoc. Rep.fir 1 899, p . 747 Proc. Geo ]. Assoc.

xvn , 3 79.
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have a th ickness o f 20 ft andwhich are no t un like the tea
-green marl s below .

The Rhaetic Beds , wh ich thu s al together
have a th i ckness o f abou t ft. ,

form

a
narrow band at the foot o fthe Lias .

Sou th o fW i gston the ou tc rop h as no t

as yet been traced, bu t there is no d
oubt that i t occ u rs some di s tanc e to th e west

o fLu tterworth , al though the
g
r
ound here i s deeply c overed by Drift gravels ,

wh ich en tirely c onceal the rocks beneath . In the ne ighbo u rh o o d o fLe i c ester

the ou tc rop is fairly c lear, bu t
becomes very mu ch obsc ured agai n where i t

crosses the val ley o f the Wreak .

North o f Barrow— o n-Soar i t becomes

c learer, and these shales,
together with the lowest beds o f the L ias, form a

c onspicuous group o fhil ls near West Leake i n the next coun ty . Throu ghou t

this extended ou tc rop the on ly c lear
exposu re o f the Rhaet i c Beds 1 3 that i n

the brickyard at Glen Parva near Leic ester.

In the physical history o f the earth the Rhaet i c Beds show a tran si ti on

from the con tinental and lacu strine condition s o f th e Trias to th e open
sea in

which the Lias was laid down . They are o f spec ial in terest as they mark the
time when the great Triassic lake was invaded by the sea. The stun ted

c
h
arac
te
r o f the Mol lu sca shows that th e c ondition s o f this sea were no t

su itable fo r vigorou s growth while the charac ter o f the Bone-bed, with its

fragments o f bones, scales, and teeth , testifies to th e sudden irruption o f th e
water wh ich exterminated the sau rian s and fish previou sly existing.

L IAS

The Lias occupies almost the whol e o f the eastern half o f the cou n ty ,
but it is so mu ch c overed over by Glac ial beds that it is not exposed over a
large part o f this area.

I t forms heavy c lay land wh ic h is mostly in
permanen t pastu re , affording one o f the most renowned hun t ing grounds in

England.

The formation is separable , from its petrological charac ter, and th e
nature o f its organic remains, in to three distinc t horizon s, L ower, M iddle ,
and Upper, each o f which is further divisible in to zones c harac terized by
part icu lar assemblages o ffossil s .

LOWER L i sts

This division consists o f a series o f thin argillac eou s limestone bands and
shales in the lower part , and a thick series o f clays o r shal e in the upper. I t
occupies a large stretch o f c oun try extending from Lu tterworth across th e
low ground east o fLeicester to Melton M owbray , having a breadth o f six o r

seven miles . In the northern part o f the c oun ty the Lower L ias c overs a

large area extending in to No ttinghamshire . Over a large part o f this distric t
the beds are completely hidden by Bou lder-clay it is therefore chiefly along
the numerou s streams

,
and on the steeper slopes at the foo t o f the M iddl e

Lias escarpmen t, that exposures o f these beds are met with . These sec tion s
show that the Lower Lias m ay be separated in to the fo l lowing su bdivision s
o r zones charac terized by spec ies o f Ammonites — Amm o nites (Psilo ceras)
plano rbis, Amm onites (Schlo theimia) angulatus, Amm o nites (A rietites) Buchlandi,
Amm o nites (Arietites) semico status, Amm onites (Oxyno ticeras) oxyno tus, Amm o nites

(Aego ceras) ffamesoni, and Amm onites (Aego ceras) caprico rnus .

’

The two h ighest
1 2
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o f these zones , that o f Am . caprico rnus and Am . j
’
ameso ni

,
have by some

au thors been inc luded with the M iddl e L ias, bu t it is better to c lass them
with the Lower Lias, as the line o f the h igher horizon is the on ly one that
can be drawn in the field.

1 The best exposu res o f the lower part o f these
beds is undoubtedly in the lime pits at Barrow ; the h igher zones can on ly
be made o ut from obscure sec tions , mostly along the stream c ou rses . The
bands o f limeston e in th e lower part are burn t fo r lime at Kilby Bridge ,
Barrow-o n—Soar, and Norman ton H il ls, that from Barrow making a noted
hydraulic c emen t .

M I DDLE L iAs

The Middle Lias con sists o f two division s the upper part is a rock bed
o f ferruginou s and sandy limestone, having at Til ton a thickness o f abou t
1 8 ft. , while below th is are sandy shales and c lays occupying ano ther 1 00 ft.

o r more. These correspond to the two palaeon tological zones o f Ammonites
(Amaltheus) margaritatus, and Amm o nites (Amaltheus) spinatus , and are easily
recognized wherever the rock crops o ut free o f Drift . The thickness o f

th e Rock Bed, however, varies c on siderably in its passage across the c oun ty ,
reaching its maximum developmen t along the western escarpmen t abou t
B il lesdon and Burrow-o n-the-H il l ; while it nearly thin s away al together
at several poin ts towards the eastern part o f its ou tc rop .

Where the Rock Bed is best developed it forms a fine escarpmen t over
looking the Lower Lias plain

,
as at Life H il l near B il lesdon and at Burrow

o u-the-H il l
,
at bo th o f which places it rises to an elevation o f 69 o ft. above

the sea.

North o fMelton Mowbray the M iddle Lias al so forms a bold escarp
men t ru nning from Ab Kettleby by Harby H il l to Belvoir Cast le .

The Rock Bed is exten sively worked fo r iron stone at Ho lwel l , Eas twell ,
and Eaton , and was formerly u sed fo r roadstone and as a bu ilding material .

The Rock Bed being a very open porou s rock , springs are frequ en tly
thrown o ut at its base, bu t the water is u sual ly very ferruginou s . Where
the rock is free o f D rift it gives rise to a red soil

,
wh ich is very pro

duc tive , and nearly always u nder the plough , forming a marked c on trast
to the c lay land above and below, which is always in pasture.

UPPER L IAS

The Upper L ias o f this distric t h as been separated by Professor Judd
the fo l lowing five division s
5 . Leda ovum Beds . ’ Clays with numerou s bands o f sep taria (many

fossils
4. H igh ly

)
pyrito us c lays, with mu ch j et in plac es (few fossils)

3 .

‘Commu nis Beds . ’ Laminated blue c lays with bands con tain ing
numerou s smal l fossil s .

2 .

‘Serpentinus Beds .
’

Clays w ith nodu les o f limestone, sometimes
ferruginou s (ammon ites abundan t) .

1 .

‘Paper shales with Fish and In sec t Limestones . ’

Memo irs if the Geo] . Surv. : The Jurassic Rocks of Britain,’ i, 2 8 iii, 1 87 .

Ibid. The Geology OfRutland,’ 89 .
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The th ickness o f these shales is abou t 200 ft bu t it varies somewhat in

differen t places . Exposures in them are very rare , and c on sequ en t ly i t i s

on ly from artific ial excavation s that the above claSSific ati o n c an be made Ou t.

The Upper Lias u su al ly rises in a steep bank above the t errac e formed
by the Rock Bed ; and produ ces an undu lati ng di stri c t, mu ch c overed by
D
rift, which extends along the eastern side o f the cou n ty from

.Market
Harborough to Pickwell . North o f Edmondthorpe the ou tc rop is mu ch
n
arr
ower, and the ground being c overed with a th i ck depos i t o fDrift these

beds are bu t obscu rely seen .

The dark shales o f the L ias have been mistaken fo r Coal Measu res ,
which sometimes led in former times to fru itless trial s fo r coal , as was the
case at Bil lesdon Coplow .

‘
That the Lias h as been laid down in seas o f varying depth is indicated

by its fossil c on ten ts . The passage from the Rhaetic with fragmen tary
remains to the lower beds o f Lias w ith Ammon ites, Sau rian s , and Fish shows
a gradual change from shal low lagoons to an open sea . The sandy beds o f
the M iddle Lias and the basemen t portion o f th e Upper Lias indicate the
oncoming o f shal lower water, which again deepened when th e main mass o f
the Upper Lias c lay with its abundan t Ammonites was laid down .

INFERIOR OOL ITE

The Inferior Oo lite
,
wh ich makes su ch a fine escarpmen t ju st beyond

the eastern boundary o f the c oun ty , is bu t poorly represen ted in Leic ester
sh ire . Smal l patches , however, o f the rock are found capping h il l s at

Nevil l Hol t , Loddington , Rob in-a—Tiptoes, andWhatborough . North o f

Melton Mowbray a proj ec ting spu r o f the main ou tc rop c omes within the
distric t abou t Wal tham-o n-the—Wo lds and Croxton Kerrial . I t c omprises
two divisions , the Northampton Sand and the Linco ln sh ire L imeston e .

The first o f these is fu rther sub-divided in to th e two horizon s o f the North
am pto nsh ire Ironstone and the Lower Estuarine Series .

THE NORTHAMPTON SAND

The No rtham pto nsh ire Iron stone is u sual ly a rich iron ston e wh ich
,
when

not altered by the perc olation o f water
,
is a hard and c ompac t rock o f a

blue o r green co lour composed o f carbonate and silic ate o f iron .
Under

the microscope it is seen to con sist o f rounded oo litic grain s . The rock
,

when it occu rs near the surface and has been exposed to atmospheric
influences, exh ib its a pecu liar c ellu lar struc ture resembling a co l l ec tion o f
oblong boxes . This h as been produc ed by the conc en tration o f hydrated
peroxide o f iron along the bedding planes and j oin ts

,
which h as split up the

rock in to roughly rec tangu lar blocks .“

This ironstone passes up in to brown sands
,
which are su cc eeded by

white sands with occ asional layers o f c lay and lignite . To these u pper
beds the name Lower Estuarine Series h as been given .

The total th ickness

Letters off. B. juhes, 1 8 7 1 , p.
if the Geo ]. Surv. The Geology of Ru tland

,

’
1 1 8

, 1 34.
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o f the group is variable , bu t M r. A . J . Jukes Browne states that it does
no t exceed 40 ft. in th is distric t .

1

THE L INCOLNSH IRE L IMESTONE

The L inco ln shire Limestone is rather variable in charac ter ; in some
plac es it forms beds o f valuable freestone, bu t in o thers it is a c oarse Shelly
ragstone interstratified with soft marly o r oo litic limestone . Professor Judd
h as poin ted o u t that the L inc o lnsh ire Oo lite presen t s two aspec ts wh ich
m ay be spec ial ly charac terized.

’ A coral line fac ies ’ which is c harac terized
by beds o f slightly argil lac eou s l imestone

,
o f compac t , subc rystal line , o r but

slightly oo litic texture , abou nding with c oral s, which are u sual ly converted
in to masses o f finely c rystal line carbonate o f l ime . These limestones afford
evidenc e o f having been tru e c oral reefs ; they con tain she l l s wh ic h
are particu larly charac teris tic o f this fac ies . The other variety h as

been termed the Shelly facies . ’ I t c on sists almost who l ly o f smal l
shell s o r fragmen ts o f shell s, some times waterworn and sometimes encru s ted
with c arbonate o f lime . Smal l gasteropods are abundan t , bu t are u su al ly
waterworn ; the bivalves occ u r u su al ly as single valves, and are frequ en tly
eroded and broken . These beds were eviden t ly banks o fdead shells ac c um u

lated near the coral bed, under the influenc e o f varying cu rren ts .
The ferruginou s beds o f the Northampton Sand form a rich red soil

,

wh ich is spec ial ly adapted fo r the grow th o f c rops , wh il e the soil over
the L inco lnsh ire L imestone is al so mostly in arable land ; bu t the ou tc rop in
this distric t is SO limited and so frequ en tly c overed by Bou lder—c lay that
the u nderlying rock h as no t mu ch effec t on the charac ter o f the soil .

GLACIAL DRIFT
,
VALLEY DEPOS ITS

,
AND ALLUVIUM

After the deposition o f th e Oo lites an immen se break takes plac e in the
series o f beds that are found in th is part o f the M idlands . A l though
higher beds o f Oo lite and the Cretac eou s Rocks c ome on in regu lar su c c es
sion further to the cas t and probably at on e time c overed mos t o f th is
distric t , they have now been comple tely removed by denudation , and there
is no trac e left o f any o f these rocks o r o f th e Tert iary Strata wh ic h play
so importan t a part in the eastern c oun ties and around London . Great
c hanges took plac e du ring this period in which th e presen t surfac e was firs t
mapped o u t, al though it h as been subsequ en t ly mu ch modified by the ac tion
o f moving masses o f ice , rain , and rivers . After this long period th e firs t
evidenc e o f fresh deposition in this distric t is that afforded by the bou lder
c lays and gravels, Wh ich irregu larly overlie the o lder beds , and are found over
the greater part o f the area. These beds m ay be convenien t ly divided under
the separate heads Of Glac ial Drift

,
Val ley Drift

,
and A l luvium.

GLACIAL DR I FT

The glacial beds which occu r in this distric t are o f con siderable in terest
from the fac t that they il lu strate the c harac ter o f these beds over a large

Memo irs if the Geo ]. Surrz . The Geology of the Sou th-west part of Lincolnshire,’ 45 .

Ibid . ‘The Geology of Rutland, ’ 1 3 9 .
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po
r
t ion o f the great Tren t basin . The nature o f th e P leistoc en e su c c ession

in this area h as been described by Mr. R . M . Deeley, who separated the beds
in to no less than eight sub-divisions

1 in the fo l low ing order

Newer Pleisto cene Epo ch .

Later Pennine Bou lder-c lay .

In terglac ial River-gravel .

Middle Pleisto cene Epo ch .

Chalky Gravel .
Great Chalky B ou lder-c lay.
Melton Sand.

Older Pleisto cene Epo ch.

M iddle Pennine Bou lder-c lay .

Quartzose Sand.

Early Pennine Bou lder-c lay .

Mr.
Deeley drew h is conc lu sion s from a large number o f iso lated sec tion s

bu t the detailedmapping o f the ground, which h as sinc e been undertaken , does
no t en tirely bear o u t these ideas . The main fac t drawn from the study o f th e
Drifts is that they are o f two distinc t ages a lower one having its inc luded
fragmen ts, c onsisting princ ipal ly o f quartzite pebbles and fragmen t s derived
from the west o r north , and an upper one c on tain ing detritu s o f the Chalk
and Oolites derived from the east . These occ upy the relatively higher ground
throughou t the distric t , and appear to have formed on e vas t sheet rising
gradual ly to the watershed, and fal ling equal ly gradual ly on the o ther side .
This sheet

,
which seldom h as a thickness o fmore than 1 00 ft.

,
is cu t through

by all the princ ipal Streams o f the distric t so that the so lid strata are

exposed in nearly all the val leys, while the Drift is found capping all th e
ridges between them .

The greater part o f this Drift is composed o fB ou lder-c lay, bu t there are

also large quan tities o f sand and gravel
,
whic h occur at variou s horizon s in

the c lay, al though princ ipal ly between the two c lays men tioned above
,
and

also associated with the Chalky c lay . The thickest deposits o f gravel are in
the sou thern part o f the coun ty around Lu t terworth , in the n eighbou rhood o f

Market Bosworth , and on the higher ground abou t Til ton and Skeffington .

The greatest elevation at which the Drift is found is on the Charnwood
H il ls , where it occ urs slightly above the 600 con tou r lin e

,
and on Life H ill

near Bil lesdon , where it rises to 7 30 ft. , which is the h ighest ground in
the neighbou rhood, so that there is no evidence as to what its maximum
elevation m ay have been . The Bou lder-c lay is thickest in the c ou n try to the
sou th o f Leicester ; it is al so o f con siderable importance as far north as the
high ground abou t Six Hil ls, bu t thin s o u t to the north o f th e Charnwood
H ills, and along the val ley o f the Tren t

,
beyond wh ich it soon disappears .

The Drift occasional ly con tain s large tran sported masses o f Oolite
,
Chalk ,

and Marlstone, which appear to be the resu l t o f coast ice ac ting along the
shore at a period when the c oun try was partial ly submerged.

On e o f these
occurs to the north-west o fMelton Mowbray . I t is a mass o f oo litic lime
stone ; and as far as can be made o u t from o ld quarries

,
and the fragmen t s

Quart. 7 mm . Geol. So c. xl i i , 43 7 .
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HE task o f drawing up a list o f the fossil vertebrates o f Leic ester
sh ire , at least SO far as know n up to the year 1 889 , is rendered
easy by Mr. Mon tagu Browne ’s exc ellen t accoun t o f th e Vertehrate
A nimals of Leicestershire and R utland. The writer is further

indebted to Mr. Browne
,
who formerly h ad charge o f the Town Mu seum at

Leic ester, fo r information with regard to addition s to the fossil vertebrate
fauna o f the c oun ty sinc e the date o fpublication o f that work . Commencing
with the mammals o f the superfic ial formations

,
it m ay be noted that all

these belong to the ordinary species, and are c on sequ en t ly in the main o f no
spec ial in terest o r importanc e . An exception in th is respec t h as

,
however

,

to be made with regard to tw o spec imen s o f elephan ts — a sku l l and a

skele ton— notic ed below
,
o f wh ic h unfortu nately on ly fragmen ts were saved.

Among the spec ies most numerou sly represen ted in the c oun ty is the
mammoth o r extinc t Siberian elephan t (E lephas primfgenzus) , a near relative o f
the existing Asiatic elephan t (E . maximus) , bu t distingu ished by the narrower
and more numerou s vertical p lates o f the mo lar tee th , as wel l as by the th ick
and abundan t c oat o f bristly hair and woo l ly u nder-fu r whic h c lo th ed the
skin . A mo lar o f this Spec ies w as disc overed in the val ley o f the Soar in
1 849 , and a tu sk in a gravel-pit at Belgrave abou t 1 8 6 1 wh ile a remarkably
fine tu sk , original ly measuring 1 1 ft. in length

,
was disin terred in th e au tumn

o f 1 86 1 in the gravel o f Sydney Street , Belgrave Road, Leic ester. A portion
o f this tu sk , as well as the two prec eding spec imen s

,
is preserved in the

Leic ester Mu seum , which al so possesses part o fa larger bu t more slender tu sk
,

apparen tly dugup in Sydney Street in 1 867 . In 1 874 the Leic ester M u seum
received portion s o fa mammoth mo lar from a pit by _ the Side o f th e M idland
Railway near Thurmaston , from wh ich large qu an tities o f gravel were dug
fo r bal las t . Acc ording to information obtained on th e spo t by Mr. W . J .

Harrison , it appears probable that the workmen dugup a who l e sku l l o f this
mammo th , wh ich , w ith the exc eption o f the aforesaid mo lar, was broken up
and c arted away in a bal last-tru ck .

‘ Such a piec e o fvandalism is a matter fo r
mu ch regret . Mammo th teeth are also recorded from Keyworth and

Kettering ; wh ile a well-preserved specimen was dug up in Wood S tree t,
Belgrave Road, Leic ester, in 1 88 3 , and examples have been obtained from
the Abbey Meadow, near Leic ester, and from o ther localities in th e val l ey o f

the Soar. In exc avating fo r a gasometer at Loughborough in 1 8 88 a

mammoth molar was disc overed, and there are several o ther records o f su ch
finds in the c ou n ty . Special men tion mu st be made o f a fine last upper
mo lar from Kirby Park , Melton M owbray , preserved in the Sedgwick
(Wo o dwardian) Mu seum at Cambridge , 011 accou n t o f its being described

Browne, op . cit. 2 7 .
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and figu red by the late Dr. Leith Adams in h is
.

monograph on British

Fossil Elephan ts,
’ published by the Palaeon tograph i cal Soc i ety o f

.

L o ndo n ,

between
1 87 7 and 1 88 1 the figures o f th i s parti c u lar spec imen be ing given

in plate 1 3 . A second regrettable in stanc e o f the destru c ti on o f unu sual ly

wel l-preserved elephan t remains appears to have taken plac e i n the cou n ty in

1 8 5 8 , in W
hich year a skele ton o f one o f these mon sters was di scovered i n

the g
ra
vel overlying the Lias o f Barrow on Soar. Ac c ordi ng to a c on tem

po rary accoun t given by Mr. James Plan t ’

The
a
n imal

,
wh ich m easu red abou t I 1 ft. in len g th, was lyingon its side, n early two

y
ar
ds below the surface, and only a few inches abov e t he bed of blu e marl wh ic h c onst i tu t es
the uppermost m ember of th e Lower Lias at Barrow. SO perfec t was it wh en just
discovered t ha t the in tegumen ts were plainly discoverable. In a short t im e

,
how ever,

ex posure to the atmosphere produced its won t ed effec ts, and of th e whole Skeleton it was only
possible to preserve portions of the tusks, four teeth, part pfa femur, and a large fragm en t of
the scapula ; som e o f these remains hav e been deposi ted in t h e Museum of t h e L i terary and
Ph ilosoph ical Soc iety .

The sole remains o f th e Barrow spec imen , now extan t , appear to be one
perfec t molar and a portion o f a second, preserved in the Leic ester Mu seum .

Together with a molar in the same co l lec tion from Thorpe Arno ld, these
spec imen s are referred in Mr. Browne ’s book to th e straigh t-tu sked
elephan t (E . antiguus) , a spec ies differing from the mammo th by the some
what th icker and less numerou s plates o f the molars . If this iden tification
be tru stworthy , it wou ld appear that the Barrow find is th e on ly in stanc e o f
the discovery o f a complete skeleton o f E lephas antiguus in this c ou n try .

The statemen t as to the preservation o f the in tegumen ts in that spec imen is
a lit tle diffic u l t to c redit .

Of rhinoceros mo lars the Leic ester Town Mu seum in 1 8 89 was in

possession o f th irteen spec imens from the upper and eleven from the lower
jaw col lec ted at variou s dates from the B elgrave gravel s , in addition to one
upper molar presen ted in 1 88 1 , five low er on es fou nd in 1 8 86 , and a

metacarpal bone o f the fore—foo t dug up in 1 87 6 . There are al so tee th
known from Thu rmaston

,
one o f which is in the Mu seum . The Belgrave

teeth , at any rate , are referred in Mr. Browne’s book to th e narrow-nosed
spec ies, Rhino cero s lepto rhinus, and no t to the c ommon woo l ly rhinoc ero s
(R . antiguitatis) , o f wh ich the molars are o f a differen t type . The lat ter
spec ies is, however, recorded by Messrs . Woodward and Sherborn in their
Catalogue of British Fo ssil Vertehrata from Marke t Harbo ro ugh . In th e same
work men tion is made Of remain s o f the horse

,
probably th e wild Equus

cahallusfi sstlzs
,
from the neighbou rhood o fLeic ester.

Certain remains from the gravels o f variou s distric ts in th e c ou n ty are
referable to the Pleistoc ene bison

, Bo s (Biso n) priscus, often m is-c al led th e
fossil aurochs . Of the tru e aurochs, o r extinc t wild ox (Bo s taurus primi
genius) , the Leic ester Mu seum , in addition to o ther remain s

, is in possession
o f a fine sku l l discovered in 1 880 in the gravel s o f Abbey Meadow n ear
Leic ester. Th e domesticated breed o f cattle known as the Cel tic shorthorn
(Often incorrec tly regarded as a distinc t spec ies

, u nder the name o f Bo s
longifi

'

o ns) is represen ted by variou s remain s from superficial deposits in and
n ear Leic ester, some o f which belong to the B ronze Age .

From similar
See Browne, op . cit. 2 7 .
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deposit s
,
bo th at Leic ester and Barrow,

have been Obtained remain s referable
to the domesticated sheep o r goat .

Of the red deer (Cer'vus elaphus) an tlers and bones have been discovered
in refu se—heaps at Barrow on Soar and o ther localities in the c oun ty, wh ic h
are probably o f Preh istoric age . O ther an t l ers in th e Leicester Mu seum , one
o fwhich is from the Abbey Meadow ,

and a sec ond from North Bridge, were
dug up at c on siderable depths below th e su rfac e , apparen tly in th e gravel ,
and indicate Stags o f large Size . Certain remains from the gravel s o f the
c oun ty which were referred to the fal low deer and roebuck 3 appear to have
been wrongly iden tified. On the other hand, a smal l number o f an t lers and
bones from th e Belgrave and o ther gravels in th e coun ty are c ertain ly referable
to the reindeer (Rangy

f
er tarandus) . The finest an t ler o f th is spec ies obtained

up to th e date o f publication o f Mr. Browne ’s book is one found in
excavating the pit fo r a gasometer in river-gravel near Aylestone in 1 888 , at

a depth o fbetween 1 0 ft. and 1 1 ft. below the su rfac e .
Tu sks o f the wild boar (Sus scr ofaferus) have been dug up in depos it s o f

Prehistoric age in several localities in the coun ty , several o f these having
been bored and u sed as ornamen ts by early m an . A pair o f tu sks o f the same
spec ies was dug up in Friar Lan e, Leic ester, in 1 867 , and a smal ler pair in
Abbey Street

, but the formation in wh ich they occ u rred is no t men tioned.

From the al luvium at Bede Hou se Meadows were obtained in 1 88 8 c ertain
remain s which it is suggested m ay belong to a breed very similar to the
so -cal led Sus palustris, the domesticated swine o f the Preh istoric Swiss lake
dwell ers .

Passing o n to the fossil reptiles o f the c ou n ty, it h as to be no ted that
nearly all these are from" the Lower Lias o f Barrow on Soar, and belong to
the two great marine orders Ichthyopterygia, o r Ichthyosauria, and Sau ro
pterygia, o r Plesiosau ria. Some o f the Barrow spec imens o f th e former
group are

,
however, o f more than ordinary in terest on acc oun t o f showing

the ou tline and impression o f the in tegumen t o f th e paddles preserved in the
fine Lias m ud. The Ic hthyopterygia

,
o r
‘fish-lizards ,

’

it m ay be observed,
are charac terized by the short neck

,
large head (with a ring o f bones in th e

sc lero tic , o r ‘white
’

o f the eye) , paddles composed o f a number o fpo lygonal
bones arranged in pavemen t-like fash ion , and by th e Short double-cupped
disc s formed by the bodies o f the vertebrae

,
wh ich are qu ite separable from

the arches, o r portion enc losing the Spinal marrow . In the Sau ropterygia
,

on the o ther hand
,
th e neck is typic al ly long and the head smal l and withou t

a ring o f bones in the eye , while the bones o f the paddles are elongated and

no t articu lated to form a pavemen t-like struc tu re, and the bodies o f the
vertebrae are m o re o r l ess elongated

,
on ly Sligh tly c upped, and firm ly articu

lated with the arches . The members o f bo th groups were marine , and some
o f them attained a l ength o f as muc h as 3 0 ft. They were

,
in fac t

,
th e

whales o f the Sec ondary period. Of the Barrow ichthyosau rs , the most
abundan t species seems to be th e typical I chthyo saurus communis, charac terized
by its broad, many-rowed paddles ; the Dublin Mu seum o f Scienc e and Art

con tain ing no less than th irteen Leic estershire skele ton s assigned to this
spec ies. One o f the earliest known Spec imen s from Barrow is a sku l l
preserved in the mu seum o f the Ph ilosophical In stitu tion at B irmingham

,

Plan t, Rep. Leic. Lit. and Phi]. Soc. 3 7 .
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and described by the late Sir R,
Owen in the R epo rt ofthe British

f

A

g
so c

g
atton

fo r 1 8 3 9 . Of greater in terest i s a slab sh o wmg
the Im prCSSlOn

f

S o t e O

f

ncs

and in tegumen t , together with some o f the bones
themselves

,
0 an im

p)
er e
h

c t

hind-paddle from Barrow ,

p
r
esen ted in 1 8 5 5

to th e Bri t i sh Mu seum y t e

late Sir P , de Malpas Grey—Egerton , where i t bears the
.

reg i ster number

This species h as al so been obtained from the L i as o f the v
ale o f

Belvoir, and likewise from a pit between
Barrow and Si leby . Of the c losely

al lied I chthyo saurus intermedius
the Dublin and the Le i cester Mu seum s possess

several more o r less inc omplete Skeleton s from the Barrow.

L i as . By far the

most in teresting o f these spec imen s is a spl i t nodu le i n the last-named

col lec tion exhibiting the skeleton o f the fore part o f the body and o f one

fron t—paddle . In this spec imen the ou tlin e o f the soft p
arts o f the paddle i s

c learly displayed ; the posterior border showing
fine paral le l streaks wh i ch are

con sidered to represen t the i
mp

r
essi on s o f mu scu lar fibres . A figu re o f th i s

paddle is given by the presen t writer in the Geo logical Magaz ine fo r 1 8 89 .

The best half o f the nodu le is in the Leic ester Mu seum ,
and th e c ou n terpart

in the British Mu seum .
To a third spec ies o f the same group o f the genu s,

namely I chthyo saurus conyheari,
typified by a skeleton from Somerset , no t

improbably belongs an ichthyosau rian skeleton from Barrow preserved in the
Sedgwick , o r Wo o dwardian ,

Mu seum at Cambridge .
The remain ing fish-lizards from Barrow belong to a grou p charac terized

by the narrowness o f the paddles , whic h c on tain fewer longitudinal rows o f

bones than in the typical sec t ion . Of the spec ies I chthyo saurus tenuiro stris

the Leic ester Mu seum possesses a slab o f Barrow Lias showing a skeleton
abou t n ine feet long . Ano ther long-jawed and narrow—paddled fish-lizard h as

received the name o f I chthyo saurus latq
‘rons, al thou gh it is doubtful whether

it is real ly Spec ifical ly distinc t from the last . The type spec imen , wh ich is
believed to be from Barrow on Soar, is in the British Mu seum (NO . R .

and was figured so far back as 1 8 2 5 by KOn ig in I co nes F o ssilium Secti/es

(pl . xix) , and later on by Owen in h is Monograph o f the Reptil es o f the
Lias

,

’ publ ished by the Palaeon tograph ical Soc iety . A sec ond skele ton in the
same c o l lec t ion (No . 3 6 1 8 2 ) is certain ly from Barrow ; it was made the type
o f a distinc t spec ies by Owen , under th e name o f I . lo ngir o stris, bu t is no t
distinc t from I . latq

f
r o ns, whether o r no the latter be separable from I . tenui

r o stris . Impression s o f the skin o f the creatu re are no t ic eable on th is Slab .

Here brief reference m ay be made to a very in teresting bu t spec ific al ly
undetermined ichthyosaurian skeleton from Barrow now preserved in th e
mu seum at Oxford. This spec imen , wh ich is abou t five feet long, is men
tio ned by Pot ter in h is H isto ry and Antiquities of Charnwo od Fo rest,

“
,and is

desc ribed and figured in Dean Buckland’s Geo logy and Mineralogy,
“ where

men tion is made o f the fac t that impression s o f portion s o f th e Skin are dis

played in the matrix. An ichthyosaurian vertebra in th e Leic ester M u seum
was obtained from the Middle Lias, o r Marl ston e , o f Til ton-o n-the-H il l .

I t shou ld be added that there is some doub t whether the great smoo th
toothed fish —lizard, I chthyo saurus, o r Temnodo nto saurus, platyodo n, is represen ted

This in teresting specimen has been several times figured , once by Owen in Trans. Geol. So c. Lond.

yo l. VI, pl . xx, and again 1n
.

h 1s Liassic Reptilia (Palaeon tographical pl . xxviii, fig. 3 also by Kiprijan o ff
in the Memo irs ofthe I mperial Academy of St. Petersburg, vol. xxviii, art. 8 , pl. ix, fig . 1 2

H ist. and Antiq. ofCharnwo od Fo rest, 64.

Vo l. ii, 2 2 , pl . x .
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in the Barrow Lias , as at the date when M r. Browne’s book was published
no L eic estershire spec imen s o f this species were con tained in either the
British o r the Leic ester Mu seum . I t is, however, recorded from Barrow in

D . T. Ansted’s Physical Geography and Geo logy ofthe County ofLeicester .

Plesiosaurian remain s , as in o ther localities, appear to be much less
abundan t in the Leic estershire Lias than are the Sku l l s and Skeleton s o f the
fish-lizards . The Leic ester Mu seum is

,
however

,
in possession o f a magni

fic ent spec imen , measu ring 1 7 ft. ac ross the paddles, o f the skele ton o f the
large spec ies known as Plesio saurus megacephalus, which was Obtained from
the Ammonites plano rhis zone o f the Barrow Lias some time previou s to the
year 1 8 5 1 . The spec ies is stated also to have been obtained from the pit
between Barrow and Sileby . A large plesiosau r skeleton from Barrow pre

served in the Dublin Mu seum
,
measuring 1 3 ft. in length

,
h as been assigned

bo th to th is spec ies and to the very distinc t Thaumato saurus megacephalus .

Of other plesiosaurian spec imen s, it mu st suffice to men tion that the
British Mu seum possesses a split Slab o f Lower L ias from Benn ington "
showing part o f the skeleton o f a smal l spec imen o f Plesio saurus hawhinsi,

and al so three imperfec t c ervical vertebrae from Barrow ,
in the original

matrix
,
which it h as been suggested m ay be referable to a spec ies first

described from the L ias o f Belgium under the name o fP. dewalquii.

Plesiosaurian remain s are likewise recorded from the Rhaetic bone-bed
in the Spinney H il l s .8 The latter formation h as al so yielded a bone whic h is
probably part o f the lower jaw o f a spec ies o f primaeval salamander

, o r

labyrin thodon t, al though its c ondition is too imperfec t to admit o f accu rate
iden tification . Undescribed Spec imen s from the Rhaetic o f Wigston pre
served in th e Mu seum o f the Geo logic al Survey

,
Jermyn Street

, appear al so
to pertain to labyrin thodon t amph ibians .”

The fossil fishes o f Leic estersh ire seem to be c onfined to three horizon s ,
namely the Lower Lias , the Rhaet ic , and the Coal Measu res . By far the
most importan t and in teresting are those from th e Lower L ias , c h iefly at

Barrow on Soar and its n eighbou rhood
,
sinc e they inc lude several types at

presen t u nknown elsewhere . Commenc ing with these Barrow fi shes
,
the first

on th e lis t is Undina (i) harr o
'viensis

,
an imperfec tly known member o f the

grou p o f fringe-finned ganoids (fo r the most part extinc t) , belonging to th e
family Co elacanthidae. I ts referenc e to th e genu s Undina— o f which a spec ies
occurs in the c orresponding formation o f Lyme Regis , Dorset — is on ly
provisional , D r. A . Smith Woodward Stating that the single known spec i
men , wh ich is in the British Mu seum and was obtained at Barrow no t later
than 1 847 , is too imperfec t fo r definite determination . The sec ond Barrow
fish , now cal led Oxygnathus egertoni, al though at first desc ribed as Co sm o lepis,
belongs on the o ther hand to th e fan-finned group (Ac tinopterygii) , and is

inc luded among the sturgeon-l ike ganoids (Chondrostei) . I t is c lassed in th e
Palaeoniscidae, a family charac terized by the complete sc aling o f the body .

Down to the year 1 89 1 , at any rate , th is spec ies was known on l y by three
somewhat imperfec t spec imen s in the c o l lec tion o f th e British Mu seum .

’1

Another family o f the same group— the Belo no rhynchidae— is represen ted
by a jaw from near Barrow in the Leic esterMu seum assigned to Belo no rhynchus

7 Men tioned in Nichols’ H ist. q eicestershire, i, 205 . Browne
,
op

. cit. 1 80.

Ibid. 1 8 2 . Cat. Foss. Fish. Brit. Mus. 1 1
, 41 3 . Ibid . 5 20 .
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acutus
”
o f the Lias o f Dorset and Yorkshire. Th is spec imen was

'

disc o vered

f
in 1 874. It shou ld be men tioned that L

e i cestersh i re
1 3

i s no t given as

f

o ne

p
the localities o fthis spec ies by Dr.

Sm i th Woodward.
To th i s same am i y

(in which scales are
u su al ly wan ting) u ndoubtedly belongs a smal l imperfec t

fish from Barrow in the Leicester Mu seum wh i ch h as been made the type o f

a genu s and spec ies u nder the name o f Brownezchthys o rnatus, the somewhat

unc lassical generic titl e having been bestowe
d in honou r o f Mr

:
M . Brown e ,

wh il e the spec ific name refers to the enamelled plates i nvest ing th e head.

D r.
Woodward“ bel ieves this fish to be related to Belono r

hynchus and Saur ich

thys, fr
om both

o fwh ich it differs by the presenc e o f scales on the fore part

o f the body . At
p
r
esen t this Singu lar fish 1 3 known on ly by the type

spec imen . A third family o f Chondrostei— the typ i c al Cho ndr o stezdae— i s

represen ted in the Barrow Lias by Chondro steus aczpenser o i
des, a large sturgeon

like fish measu ring abou t a yard in l ength .
The Barrow spec 1m en

1 5
i s

preserved in the Le icester Town Mu seum .

T
u r
n ing to ganoids, o r enamel-scaled

.

fan-finned fishes o f ano ther group

(Protospondyli) ,
we find in the family Sem io no tidae the Spec i es D apedius do rsalis

fairly c ommon in the Barrow Lias , from wh i ch format ion
.

the Bri t i sh

Museum possesses a c onsiderable number o f spec imen s . D apedius, i t m ay be
obse

r
ved

,
is one o f the deep-bodied group o f ganoids, and is represen ted by

m
a
ny spec ies from the Mesozoic format ion s . Some o f th e S

pec imen s now
a
ssigned to D . do rsalis were at one time regarded as indicat i ng di st i nc t spec i es ,

u
nder the names o fD . (Tetrago no lepis) m o niq er and D . strio latus, one half o f

a
split nodu le from Barrow c on taining one o f these fi shes in t he British
Mu seum being labelled in the handwriting o f the great ich thyologist Agassiz
w ith the former name , while the opposite half bears the lat ter designation .

“

There is, however, a second w ell—defined spec ies o f th e genu s from Barrow ,

c
harac terized by its remarkably rou nded ou tline , and henc e named D . o rhis .

At presen t it is unknown from any other coun ty . Spec imen s are preserved

in the British , Dublin , Leicester, Derby , and Warwick Mu seum s . A fish
from Barrow in the B ritish Mu seum typifies a spec ies o f the genu s Mesodo n,

which belongs to another family o f the same group o f ganoids , known as the
Pycnodo ntidae, and

taking its name from the numerou s bu t ton-like teeth on
the vomer and the Opposing portion o f the lower jaw . The Leicester
Spec ies, Mesodon liassicus, is common to the Lower Lias o f Somerse t and

Gloucestershire . Yet another family— the E ugnathidae
— o f this grou p o f

ganoids h as several representatives in the Barrow Lias . The first o f these is
Eugnathus hastingsiae, a spec ies belonging to a genu s numerou sly represen ted
du ring the Mesozoic epoch ; this particu lar Spec ies was first described from
Barrow

,
al though it h as been subsequ en tly rec orded from the Warw icksh ire

Lias . On the o ther hand, the second Leicestershire member o f th e family
appears to be at presen t u nrecorded from any o ther locality bu t Barrow . I t
is men tioned in Mr. Browne’s volume as Pho lzdopho rus hastingsiae, bu t its

proper title is Heter o /epzdo tus serrulatus, al though it h as been confounded with
another member o f the same family bearing the name E ugnathus serrula tus .

The genu s Hetero /epido tus in cludes several other spec ies from the Mesozoic
formations . Of the Barrow spec ies the British Mu seum possesses a c on sider

Browne, op. c it. 1 97 . Op. c it. iii
,
2 1 . Op. cit. iii, 2 3 .

See Browne in Trans. Leic. Lit. andPhi]. Soc. 1 8 89, p. 1 6 .

1‘Woodward, Op. cit. 1 3 9 .
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Wigston R h aetics, Since this spec ies is known on ly from that
Au st Cliff. The Leicestershire specimen s have been described by D r.

ward in the paper already c ited. The genu s Pho lidopho rus is the typic al
represen tative o f the family Pho lidopho ridae.

The fish-remains from the Coal Measu res o f the c oun ty do no t appear
to be o f any spec ial importance, and have no t ye t been fu l ly worked o u t.

Teeth o f the type o f those o f the imperfec tly known c estrac ion t Sphenacanthus
are recorded from Ashby de la Zouch c o alfield by Mr. Browne , who al so
men tions o ther teeth from the same field referred to Pleuroplax attheyi and

P. ranhinei, members o f a genu s belonging to the family Co chliodontidae, a
Palaeozoic forerunner o f the Cestraciontidae. Another c ommon Coal Measure
cochliodon t , He/odus simplex,

h as likewise been rec orded from the Ashby field
,

which h as also yielded other teeth respec tively assigned to two common
represen tatives o f the more ray-like Palaeozoic family Petalodo ntidae, namely,
Ctenoptychius apica lis and j

‘
anassa linguae o rmis (z Climaxodus

, Among
ganoid types , the common fringe—finned Co elacanthus lepturus h as been stated
to occur in the Leicest ershire Coal Measures

,
where tee th o f o ther widely

Spread Carbon iferou s spec ies
,
such as Megalichthys hihher ti, m ay very probably

also have been found.











HE earliest accou n t o f Leicestershire plan ts is the MS . c atalogu e o f
plan t s near Loughborough , by R . Pu l teney , in the year 1 747 .

Ano ther MS . catalogu e by the same au thor is dated 1 7 49 . The
former is in the Leic ester Mu seum , the latter in the library o f the

Linnean Soc iety . A list o f plan t s, al so by Pu l teney, appeared in 1 7 5 9
in Philo sophical Transactio ns, xlix.

R ichard Pu l teney was born at Loughborough in this c oun ty in th e year
1 7 30 . H e prac tised medic in e and surgery at Leic ester, was elec ted F .R .S .

in 1 7 6 2 , M .D . Edin . 1 7 64, in wh ich year he removed to Blandford, Dorset .
Ten years later he con tribu ted the artic le on natu ral h istory and botany to
Hu tchin ’s H isto ry if D o rset

,
fo l lowed in 1 80 3 by a fu l ler accoun t in the

sec ond edition , wh ich was completed in 1 8 1 4. Th is sec ond artic l e did no t
appear u n til after h is death , which took plac e on 1 3 Oc tober, 1 80 1 . A

b iography o f this distingu ished natu ralist , by D r. Maton
,
w as publ ished in

th e above-men tioned h istory . Camden ’s Britannia , 1 7 89 , c on tain s a l ist o f

plan t s by Gough . The Rev . George Crabbe , the poet , c on tribu ted with
D r. Pu l teney the Lists o f rarer Plan t s in Nich o ls’s H isto ry of L eicestershire,
1 6 .7 9

Crabbe spen t some years o f h is life in the n eighbourhood o f Belvoir
,

where he made h imself acquain ted with many o f th e wild plan ts w ith in
walking distanc e o f th e c astle , at wh ich he ac ted as chaplain fo r nearly
e ighteen mon th s ( 1 7 8 3 he then ‘wisely ’

accepted the vacan t c u racy o f

Stathern , which he held fo r four years . He was then presen ted to the
two livings o f Mu ston and A l lington , the lat ter ju st over the boundary in
L inco ln shire . H e held these two livings from 1 7 89 fo r over twen ty-five
years, bu t he was non-residen t fo r th irteen years ( 1 7 9 2 At th is
period he was troubled with indifferen t heal th whils t living at Parham

,
Great

Glemham
,
and Rendham,

all o f wh ich were near h is native Aldebu rgh in
Suffolk . H e retu rned to Mu ston in 1 80 5 , where he remained un til 1 8 1 4,
when he was in trodu ced to the living o fTrowbridge

,
Wil tshire

, 3 Jun e , 1 8 1 4.

He died here in February , 1 8 3 2 , in h is seven ty-eighth year. Some o f th e
rarer plan t s recorded by Crabbe have disappeared through drainage from th e
Belvoir distric t , bu t o thers have been fou nd sinc e that were unknown to
h im when h is lis t o f Belvoir distric t plan ts was published. A few o f h is

localities in Nich o ls’s Histo ry are ou tside the coun ty .

The Rev . Andrew Blo xam
, M .A . ,

was born at Ru gby
, 2 2 Sep tem

ber, 1 80 1 , entered Rugby Schoo l 1 809 , Worcester Co l lege, Oxford, 1 8 20,

o f wh ich he was afterwards Fellow . In 1 8 24
—
5 he was naturalis t on

“board th e frigate Blo nde in th e Pac ific Oc ean . H e publ ished papers on
2 7
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o nch o lo and o rnith o lo in variou s periodical s , and con tribu ted

ppé
an

‘
y
i i
c

st o f Lgi
y
cestersh ire Plant ’ to Potter’s Charnwo od F o rest

,
H e

devoted h imself, as no other botanist h as hitherto done, to th e anvestigati o n

o f the brambles, mosses, lichens and all o ther kinds
.

o f fungi . Most o f

Mr. Blo xam
’

s life was spen t in and on the border o f th i s cou n ty . Before he
be
ca
me perpetual cu rate at Twycross he h ad res ided at Calke , where he

made a col lec tion o f Leicestershire and Derbysh i re plan ts . Th i s c o l lec t i on
was examined and c ritic ized by h is friend, the Rev. W . H . Purchas , in th e

j o urnal ofBo tany,
1 887 , p . 1 45 . When , in 1 87 1 , Mr. Blo xam became rec tor

o fHarborough Magna, near Rugby , he was st i l l qu i te near enou gh to c o n
tinue h is study o fLeicestershire plant s. He died i n 1 87 8 at th e last-named
place (Harborough Magna) .
The Rev

.
W. H . Coleman , M .A . , was an ass i stan t—mas ter at the grammar

school at Ashby-de—la—Zouch , where he died abou t 1 864. H is knowledge
o f flowering plan ts was exceptional . The Flo ra of Leicestershire, 1 886 , was

based on the MS . wh ich Mr. Co leman h ad writ ten , as sta ted in the prefac e
to the Flo ra . Th is MS . was placed in the hands o f th e Leic ester Literary
and Ph ilosophical Soc iety in 1 87 5 by the late Mr. Edwin Brown , o f Bu rton
o u-Tren t . Mr. Coleman rendered great servic e to fu ture investigators by
co llec ting and very carefu l ly drying excel len t examples o f the brambles o f th e
c oun ty

,
many o fwh ich have proved to be exceptional ly in teresting. Withou t

this material it wou ld have been impossible to have correlated them with any
o f the forms wh ich have been distingu ished during the past qu arter o f a

centu ry. Mr. Blo xam was Mr. Co leman ’s ch iefc o l leagu e in the preparat ion
o fthe MS . Flo ra qfLeicestershire.

The Rev . Chu rchil l Bab ington , D .D . , Fel low o f St . John ’ s
,
Cam bridge

,

son o f the Rev. M . D . Babington , o f Thringstone , in this cou n ty, was born
at Roec liffe , Swithland, in 1 8 2 1 . H e con tribu ted th e artic l e on orn itho logy

,

and assisted Mr. Blo xam with the artic le on botany in Po tter’s Charnwo od
Fo rest. He died in 1 889 at Co ckfield in Suffo lk .

M iss Mary Kirby, formerly o f Friar Lane
, Leic ester, publ ished a Flo ra

cf Leicestershire in 1 8 5 0. She was born in Leic ester 2 7 April , 1 8 1 7 , married
the Rev. H . Gregg in 1 860

, and lived at Brooksby near Melton M owbray ,
where she died 1 5 Oc tober, 1 89 3 .

Mr. Frederick Bates o fLeicester c on tribu ted a most valuable accoun t o f
the freshwater algae to the Flo ra o f 1 8 86 . The importanc e o f th is artic l e
cannot be over-estimated. Mr. Bates left much to be done in th is depart
ment o f botany, yet after twen ty years scarcely anything o f importanc e h as
been added to h is list .

The Rev. W . Moyle Rogers has rendered a great servic e to the l itera
ture o f Leicestershire bo tany by h is s tudy o f th e brambles

,
no t on ly in th e

herbarium , but in their homes in Charnwood and other parts o f the c oun ty .

0

In the Flo ra o f 1 886 there are many names o fperson s who have supplied
informat ion , and al so a list o f works relating to the bo tany o f Leicestershire .
The l i st o f au thorities fo r recorded station s is too long to in sert h ere, bu t
some o f their names appear in these pages after the names o f the plan ts which
they have found.

Since the publication o f the Flo ra of Leicestershire in 1 886 b
Messrs . Mott Carter Cooper (E F Finch and Co o

Y
a a 3 per (C . fo r

2 8
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streams . Such condition s favour the growth o f many su bmon tane plan ts

which cou ld not now exist in Leicestersh ire
.

Of the 3 8 extinc t Leicestersh
ire spec ies, some have no t been reported

since Pu l teney
'

s t ime , some that were known to
Blo xam ,

Co l eman , and

Chu rchil l Babington h ave disappeared, an
d a few that were reported twen ty

ye
ar
s
ago
seem to have shared the same fate . All these ext inc t i on s are plac ed i n

the l ist o fflowering plants (Phaenogami a) Wi th i n square brackets , so that i t i s

unnecessary to name them all here, but the most importan t are the marsh

S t . John
’s wort (Hypericum elodes)— th is di sappeared from Beacon H i l l

before Pu l teney left the coun ty Trifo lium glomeratum (Loughborough, Pul

teney) Lathyrus palustri
s (Pu l teney) two su ndews (D r o sera) Szum latfo lzum

(Pu l teney) ; Antennaria dio ica (Crabbe , not c ertain ly , bu t most prob
ably , on the

Leicester Side o f the boundary) ; lesser fleabane (Inula Pulic
ar ia) ; chamom i le

(Anthemis nohilis) ; marsh gen tian (Gentiana Pneum
onanthe) deadly

.

n igh tshade

(Atropa Belladonna) ; bu tterwort (Pinguicula vulgaris) ; pepperm i n t (Mentha

piperita) ;
fiddle dock (Rumex pulcher) ; frog

—bit (Hydro char is) (no t seen Sinc e
P
u
l teney ’s time , excepting the one which Mr. Ho l lings p lan ted abou t 1 848)

Luz ula (junco ides) Fo rsteri ( 1 7 9
Ryncho spo ra a lha and Scho enus nigr icans

(Pu l teney) ; Carexfilq
'
o rmis (Blo xam ) black spleenwort (A . Adiantum-nigrum) ;

marsh fern ’ (Lastraea Thelypteris) abou t Croxton Park
’

(Crabbe in Nich o ls
’

s

H ist. ofLeicestershire, vol . i, p . cxc ix) the royal fern (Osmunda rega lis) two o f
the

c
l
u
b-mosses (Lycopodium inundatum and L . Selago ) . There are seven o ther

plan ts wh ich have no t been seen fo r a number o f years . These are marked

in the list as extinc t ? They are Sagina nodo sa , no t recorded sinc e 1 8 5 0 ;

Crepis paludo sa ,
not seen sinc e 1 886 Hypo chaeris glahra , no t seen sinc e Cole

m an ’s record, perhaps an alien as in Linc o lnshire ; the cowberry (Va ccinium

Vitis-Idaea ) , discovered by M iss Kidger at the sou thern foo t o fH igh Sharpley ,
June , 1 887 , bu t

not seen again
,
al though thorou ghly searchedfo r up to 1 906 ;

Senecio campestris, found at Sal tby Sp inneys by the bo tan ic al sec tion o f th e
Leic ester Lit. 8c. Phil . So c . in 1 887 , h as no t been seen since .
The plan ts which mu st be regarded, o rwh ich are known to be erroneou sly

recorded are R anunculus Baudo tii, Fumaria densi o ra
,
Co chlearia oficinalis,

Hypericum Andro saemum , Vicia gracilis, Apium graveo lens, Galium sil'vestre

(unzhellatum) melancholy thistle (Cnicus heterophyllus) Crabbe mu st have
mistaken C. pratensis wh ich grows in that part o fthe c ou n ty within eight miles
o f bogs at Knipton and was probably plen tifu l enough in h is (Crabbe

’

s) time
in the latter place , al though he did no t report it, fo r th e submon tane plan t C.

heterophyllus lesser calamin t (Clinopodium Nepeta ) , L amium intermedium , Orchis

ustulata ,
H ahenaria hgfo lia (Pu l teney , the Sc o t tish asphodel (To/feldia

palustris) , Scirpus carinatus, green spleenwort (A splenium viride) , and R umex

sanguineus type .

There is no reason why this fern shou ld not have been abundan t in the wet val l ey formed by the
Devon . The locality is altogether changed through drainage. All the marsh plan ts disappeared many years
ago . Sh ipman’s Bo g’ is now a pasture, meadow, and plan tation . There seems to have been a considerable
exten t of boggy land from the sources of the Devon to below Kn ipton, and

,
judging from its appearance

during the past th i rty years, we think the m arsh fern would probably be plen tifu l along with Pinguicula vulgaris
and Parn

asssa. These last stil l grow on similar soil in the neighbouring coun ty of Lincoln , one of them
With in six mi les, the o ther was close by, but disappeared in 1 8 80. I t is still found elsewhere in that coun ty ,
as is also the marsh fern , but this seems to have gone from Nottinghamshire before 1 8 8 5 . E . J . Lowe in Our
Native

‘Ferns, vol . i, pt . 2 1 8 says he procured it from Oxton Bogs. That was th irty-five years after
the original record (Valen t ine in H o witt

’

s Flora) .
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BOTANY

The doubtful records are : the c limbing fumitory (Fumaria capreo lata ) ,
Prunus Cerasus, Oenanthe silaifo lia (probably an error) bu t there was a spec imen
in the Leic ester Mu seum under that name , A rno serispusilla (Pu l teney , never
c onfirmed, perhaps a casu al) , Gentiana campestris, Symphytum tuhero sum (an extinc t
alien) , soft Sh ield fern (Po lystichum angulare) , and o thers, most ly alien s and
no t reported sinc e Co leman ’s time .

BOTANICAL D IVISIONS

The m ap of t h e coun ty wh ic h was pu blish ed with t he Flo ra o f 1 886 was divided in to twelve
botan ical div isions each nam ed after its ch ief town (ex c eptin g D iv ision 2 , aft er t h e largest village, t h ere
bein g n o town). These div isions were arran ged partly accordin g to t h e river basins ; only on e fau lt
can be foun d w it h that m ap

— on e wh ich the writers o f t h e Flora were qu it e aware o f— tha t small
port ion wh ich is drain ed by th e Witham aflluent was included w ith th e D evon (Belvoir) div ision .
If the m ap wh ic h ac compan ies t h is art icle is n o improvem en t in any o th er direc tion , it m ay be
claim ed to be more u n iform as regards t hose wh ic h hav e pre ceded it in th is work and more stric tly
in accordan ce w ith t h e drainage. I t would have been far easier to have followed t he 1 886 m ap,

and t h e writer is qu ite consc ious o f c ertain drawbacks in t h e n ew on e ; th e n ew div ision 2 B is too
large and m igh t hav e been again div ided

,
bu t th e desire was to reduc e th e number of divisions fo r

so small a c ou n ty ; to div ide 82 8 (approx .) sq . m iles in to twelve divisions gives an average of
less than 70 sq . m iles fo r each . It wou ld have been well if Leicestersh ire cou ld have been div ided
in to six div isions of equal size, that is wit h abou t 1 40 sq . m iles in each, with a town as n ear
the cen tre as possible ; t his wou ld make a good workable div ision . On e very u nsatisfac tory
reaso n fo r div idin g coun ties in to river basins is ex emplified in bo th t h e 1 886 and the n ew maps.

Bardon H ill, t h e chief of th e Charnwood h ills, h as to be placed in a differen t div ision from t h e rest of
th e forest th is led to som e con fusions in th e 1 886 flora som etim es it appeared in on e and som e
t im es in th e o th er. In th e n ew m ap it wou ld have been a good t h in g ifD iv ision 4 cou ld have
been ex tended westward to in clude all th e Oolit e, bu t even t hen th e distric t wou ld be a v ery small
on e compared with 2 13

,
wh ich lat t er m igh t be div ided in to a n orth and sou t h div ision

,
th e Qu eni

borou gh Brook bein g th e bou ndary .
Leicestersh ire is drain ed by four main rivers o r t h eir t ribu taries ; by far th e greater part

by th e Tren t and its tribu taries
,
t he remainder by th e tribu taries of t he Ouse

,
Severn , and W itham .

The div isions of t he n ew m ap are as follows

1 A . TRENT
Th is distric t is drain ed by two v ery small brooks and th e n orthern hal f by th e main river. Trias

marls and sandston es
, CoalMeasu res, D olom itic Moun tain Limeston e, and very small patches ofMill

ston e Grit are represen ted. The lowest grou nd by the Tren t is abou t 1 00 ft . and th e h ighest in
th e sou th ern half abou t 300 ft . above t h e sea. R are plan ts are conspicuous by th eir absen ce ;
two only seem to be confin ed to th is div ision

,
H o ttonia pa lustris and R uhus Griflithianus, also

on e hepatic
,
R ebo ulia hem ispherica, fou nd at Breedon in 1 903 . The absen ce of Sa lvia verbenaca

and Arabis hirsuta is remarkable .

1 11 . ANKER

The Anker distric t in cludes th e Mease
,
a sm all tribu tary o f t h e Tren t

,
and t he Sen ce, t h e

chief feeder o f th e Anker
,
wh ich is t h e largest stream ru n n in g in to th e Tam e

,
t ha t j oins th e Tren t

less than a m ile abov e t he place wh ere th e Mease en ters t h e main river.
Coal Measufes o c cu r in th e n ort h abou t Ashby

,
a patch also at Heath er

,
Trias marls and

sandston es elsewhere
,
and th in beds of Perm ian , wh ic h in t erven e between t h e first two. The

elevation varies from abou t 260 ft . at Sheepy to n early 600 ft. in th e n orth-eas t, risin g to 9 1 2 ft .
at Bardon H ill

,
wh ich is qu it e differen t geolog ically from th e remainder of th e area, bein g c omposed

of anc ien t rocks (ashy lava, and is of c ourse part of CharnwoodForest ; from t his th e surfac e
soil is much modified by th e drift

,
wh ich ex ten ds in a sou th-west erly direc tion in a broad strip

cappin g all th e h igher grou nd with gravel
,
becom in g more and more sandy towards th e so u th .

I t has been withdrawn , and a note, doubting all the records, is in its place (F. L. Foord-Kelcey in litt.
2 7 May. 1 907 )
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The
m ars
h cinquefoil (Po tentilla pa Iustris) is n ow only known in th is div

ision , and m an y rare
and u
n
c
ommon b

ra
mble

s (Rubi), lichens and other fungi ; som e of th e last hav e “Ct however been
seen since Blo xam ’

s time.

2A. WEST SOAR
The lowe

s
t g

r
ound in th e coun ty, 90 is on th e Tren t . bank in t h e n ort h corn er of t h is

ar
e
a
,
and all t he h ighest in the cou n ty except in g Bardon H ill is S i tuated in th e c en tre, c o m prisr

ng
the well-kn own Charnwood Fores t, whose h ills average abou t 700 ft. From a bo tan ical po m t
of v iew the glory of Charnwood has lon g sin c e departed. Be tween two and three hu ndred years
ago C
h
ar
nwood was a well-wooded trac t, bu t all th e trees were cu t down abou t 200 years S in ce .

Older trees m ay
be seen in o th er parts of th e cou n ty than any now gro wmg in th e fores t . Some

where abou t th e sam e t im e as the cu t t in g down of t he timber, t he forest m ust hav e been dra in ed,
fo r when Pu lten ey explored th is area from abou t 1 7 5 0 onwards, h e n ever saw any c ranberry ,
swee t gale, o r bog asphodel ; it is hard to believe t hat all these were absen t before th e drainage
had made itself felt. Pu lten ey says he cou ld not again find th e marsh St. Joh n

’
s wort (Hypertcum

elodes) ; this plan t very soon disappears from drain ed grou nd, whereas t h e swee t gale can live on
comparatively dry sandy soil fo r many years. The cranberry is a pu z zlin g plan t it is absen t from
the New Forest, and yet grows in Woolmer Forest no t far away, and i n t h e Isle of Wigh t .
It seems to have d isappeared from its only Not t in ghamsh ire station sinc e 1 886, bu t n o t because it
was too dry, fo r it flowered three years ago in Leckby Carr, Yorksh ire, wh ic h has been drain ed
t h irty years.

There could not have been any bog in th e forest in 1 7 5 0, but som e of t h e valleys were
wet enough fo r a few plan ts wh ich canno t live w ithou t a con tinu ous su pply o f moisture . One by
on e they d isappeared

,
u n t il n ow it is only in three o r fou r v ery small patches of dam p heat h o r

pool margin that it is any use search in g fo r them . Som e parts of t his forest are being v ery ex ten
sively quarried, as at Groby, Mou n tsorrel, Buddo n , Markfield

,
&c . (syen it e), and on e of t h e m ost

in terest ing b its of t he Old forest is bein g destroyed by th e en terprise of th e ston e c om pan ies at Sprin g
H ill and Peldar To r (agglomerate). Where there are no quarries o r sla t e p its th e land is n ow h ighly
cu lt ivated

,
in som e places to th e bare crags on th e tops of t he h ighest h ills. Here and there are

small trac ts of heath , and thanks to th e fox-hu n ter, som e covers and good siz ed woods ; in o th er
un cultivated parts there is lit tle to be fou nd now bu t bracken

,
t he common bu t beau tifu l hair

grass (D eschampsia flexuo sa ), and in places where th e land is almost com ple tely drain ed th e purple
hair grass (M o linia varia ) abou nds to su ch an ex ten t that scarcely any o th er flowerin g plan t
can ex ist . 80 monotonous is th is

,
on e can no t help wish in g it were m ade in to m eadow w it hou t

any further delay ; doubtless th is w ish w ill be fu lfilled in du e cou rse. Of t h e plan ts wh ic h rem ain
in th is div ision

,
Capno ides clavicula ta grows lu xu riously amon gst rocks in several plac es n ear

Wh itwick (also ou tside th e div ision on Bardon H ill and Cole Orton Wood) ; o th er plan ts wh ich
are very scarce ou tside D iv ision 2A are Cerastium qua ternellum ,

Scutella ria m ino r
,
Eupho rbia

amygda lo ides ; th e follow in g are now confin ed to it : c rowberry (Empetrum nigrum ,
Chryso spleniuni

a lternifo liurn, Co tyledon Umbilicus, Po lyga la oxyptera , Campanula pa tula , bog p impern el (Anaga llis terse/la ),
Po lygo num m inus

,
Epipactis pa lustris, Eriopho rum la tifo lium ,

Cares: teretiuscula
,
t h e last two at Groby

,

t he best locality in th e div ision fo r rare plan ts ; it is hoped t hese w ill be long preserved. R uhus

pa llidus, W. 81. N.
,
I nula britannica

,
an alien well established at Cropston R eservoir (no t included

in the list), also most of th e liverworts (hepat ics) and th e few peat mosses known fo r th e c ou n ty
two rare mosses form erly fou nd at Swithland Sla t e-p its

,
Ba rtram ia ithyphylla , discovered by

J . F . Hollings, and Grimm ia commuta ta
,
H tlbn . by Blo xam

,
have n o t been observ ed lately . There

were many rare lichens in t he forest in Blo xam ’

s tim e ; where are th ey n ow ? and wha t is th e cause
of their d isappearan ce ? There are man y collieries on th e west and sou th-west side of t h e forest

,
t he

town of Leicester has in creased enormously sin ce th ese lichens were fou nd ; can it b e th e sm oke
from these wh ich has erad icat ed them ? A fair number o f forms are ,

however, still grow in g
,

equal in number to t hose of cou n ties sim ilarly situat ed
, and t h ere are o ther c ondit ions n o less

favourable than those which prevail here. Several v ery rare fu n gi are kn own to hav e been
found in th is div ision .

Besides the igneou s rocks and slates of Charnwoo d
,
Trias marls and sandston es (Keu per) c ov ered

by drift o ccupy n early all th e remainder (and the greater part Of th e div ision ) th ere are small patch es
of Dolom it ic Moun tain Limeston e at Grace D ieu

,

‘Greenston e ’ (Syen it e) at Enderby, Croft,
Po tters Marston , Ston ey Stan ton , and Sapcote .

2 13. EA ST SOAR
Upper and lower Lias clays prevail throu ghou t

,Marlston es atWartnaby
,
Ab Ket tleby

,
Holwell

,
T

fl
lto n-o n-t he-H ill, Owston , Wymondham , &c . The charac ter of th e ac tual su rface so il

,
wh ich

0 en changes som ewhat suddenly, is mu ch modified
,
c hiefly on th e lias

,
wh ere th e h ills are capped
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and the valleys more o r less thickly c overed by ac cum u lations of drift (sands, gravels, and c lays), and
by a broad strip of alluvium in th e valley of th e Soar

,
th ere is a fringe of lower Oolite alon g its

n orth-eastern bou ndary, Lias L im es ton e at Barrow towards th e north-w es t. The only plan ts in
t his large division wh ic h seem to be confin ed to it are Carum segetum ,

fou nd at th e las t nam ed plac e
by Mrs. Foord-Kelcey,‘and a bramble th e Oolit e is too well cultiva ted to adm it any of t he plan ts
Which are so charac teristic of this formation

,
exc eptin g th e o ld quarries o r ston e-pits n ear Waltham

and Sto nesby.

4a No thinghere is absen t from D ivision 4, but c lose by is a rare bramble (R ubus

dumeto rum ,
var. rubriflo rus) fou nd in 1 906, but no t elsewhere in Leicest ersh ire . O th er plan ts ou gh t

to be fou nd in t his n egle c ted corn er. The h igh est ground on th e east side of t h e Soar is 700 ft .
n ear Tilton and 5 70 ft. n ear Crox ton Park andWal tham . The lowest is o n th e Soar bank

,
1 20 ft .

approx imat ely.

3 . DEVON

The h igh grou nd at Crox ton Kerrial is capped by th e im pu re Lim eston e (Lin colnsh ire Lim e
ston e and Nort hampton sand) of t he lower Oolit e, to t h e west is a strip of calcareous sand of th e
Marlston e

,
elsewh ere Lias c lay andMarlston e prepondera te . E xc eptin g t h e famous Belvoir Woods,

and th e rather num erous fo x c overs and th e barren Crox ton Park, t h is area is h igh ly cu lt iva t ed, o r

pasture and m eadow la nd. Som e parts are over-drain ed
,
as eviden ced by th e pastu res in a ho t dry

summ er. The woods abou t Belvoir and Sta thern are no w too dry fo r variety of w ild plan ts, of
wh ich there is very lit tle

,
ev en in t h e dam p parts wh erever a lit tle Spring is allowed to assert itself.

Ifth ese are advan tages to t h e sportsm en , and dou btless they m ust b e
,
t h e bo tan ist mu st no t forge t that

th e fo x covers are th e hom es of a few wild plan ts that wou ld hav e to go if t h e sam e were conv ert ed
in to cu ltivat ed land. Th is distric t was first ex plored by th e poe t Crabbe

,
and has had mu ch

at ten tion sinc e h is tim e, but mu c h m igh t b e don e, as som e c ryp togams hav e had n o at t en t ion .
Knipton R eservoir and t he pond below it w ill b e found to con tain many m icroscopic plan ts n o t ye t
recorded fo r Leic estersh ire ; t h e division is very poor in mosses, and h epat ics are remarkably scarc e .
One v ery promising-lookin g spo t, th e sou rc e of th e Sm ite, is th e only locality wh ere t hese have any
chan ce of m ain tain in g an ex istenc e ; it is, however, a most disappoin t in g plac e fo r t h e search er
aft er mosses and h epat ics. Here is a rare bramble

,
R ubus Ko ebleri (type). Three plan ts rare in

t his cou n ty were fou nd by the R ev. A . E . Fu rn ival ; t h ese are Cerastium am ense (at Harston) and
Astraga lus hypoglo ttis (A. danicas, R et z) at Muston

,
bo t h plan ts are also in t h e n ex t div ision

and Tr ifo lium scabrum at Muston . Epipactis media was reported by Mr. G . C . D ru ce fo r Belvoir.

From t h e lowes t part of th e vale
,
1 40 ft . t h e grou nd rises abrup tly more o r less from Belvoir

Castle to OldDalby and beyond t h e boundary to Six H ills, t h e h ighest poin t , 5 3 3 ft. , bein g at Harby
Hills h ere th e Wild daflbdil (Narcissus pseudo-narcissus) has its hom e, bu t n o t elsewhere in Leicester
sh ire . Ononis spinasa is very charac t eristic on grassy roadsides and som e t im es in rou gh pastu res.

Perhaps t he m ost strikin g plan t is th e hon eysu ckle
,
which grows most lu xu riou sly in places abou t

Belvoir (and Crox ton Park jus t ou tside in D iv ision Carduus nutans is lu xu rian t on Marlston e .

4. W ITHAM (AFFLUENT)
Th is very small area bein g almost all on t h e Oolit e th e flora is small and less varied than in the

o ther divisions
,
bu t several plan ts grow here t hat are no t fou nd elsewhere in t h e cou n t y, som e oc cu r

rin g in great er abu ndan ce t han in any o th er division . A narrow bel t of w ild grou nd has been most
fortu nat ely preserved by h is Grac e th e D uke of Ru tland

,
t h e flora of th is belt is composedof colon ies,

some large and o th ers ex ceedin gly small, th e represen tat ives of larger colon ies wh ic h flou rished on
Salt by Heat h before it was rec laim ed and c on vert ed in to meadows and c o rnfields it is really most
remarkable h o w som e of th ese plants main tain an ex istenc e even on preserved ground, because t h e
smallest have to con tend with th e largest, and m ust even tually be driven o u t by th em . Crabbe
does n o t appear to have v isited th is localit y

,
bu t mus t have been very n ear it ; h is re cord ofAntennaria

dio ica re fers to a place v ery n ear ifn o t ac tually on th e eastern bou ndary of t h e bel t ’ ; h e also fou nd
Cblara perfo lia ta at Saltby and Sprox ton . Pu lten ey first fou nd Clinopodz

'

um acino s
,
on e of t h e most

plen t ifu l plan ts to be seen here n ow
,
bu t h is referenc e to two o th ers is too vagu e ; chalky so il on

t h e eas tern side of the c ou n t y m ay m ean any plac e on t h e Oolit e wh ich ex tends in to 2 13 and 3 .

Coleman c erta inly cam e here and fou ndBromus erectus
,
th e most abu ndan t and widely dispersed plan t

in this div ision . I t is usually accompan ied by an o th er grass
,
Bracbypodium pinnatum ,

w h ich was firs t
no ticed by Pu lt en ey somewhere on t h is side o fLeic estersh ire . Three conspicu ous plan ts which are
known in o th er parts of t h e co u n t y are H eliantbemum vulgare, Cnicus eriop/J o rus, and Orchis pyram i

da lis. Cerastium am ense and Astragalus danicus are only known here and in on e place in D ivision 3 .

Mr. Harris first found this. Arab s birsuta ought to be found here.
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fin ed to th is div ision and all are very scarc e ; two of t h em it is feared have
been eradica ted since 1 886 z— ziquilogia vulga ris (W. Bell, 4spo rula cynancbzca , H zppo crop

zs

romo sa , So neo io campestris, and Verba
scum Lychnitis,

wh ic h was fou nd in 1 906, looks as tru e a nat ive

as C. Acino s and Ono nis,
w ith wh ich it is assoc iated no r are t h ere any plan ts in t h e n e ighbou rhood

ec ted as aliens.that C

Bgfdi'
e

e
he
a
th was reclaimed probably some of th e rarer Lincolnsh ire and Northampton

s
h ire Oolite plan ts grew there, su ch as Linum perenne, Anem one pulsa ti lla , Hyp

o fbaeris macula ta ,

zi t-m aria tenuifo lia , Herniaria g/abra ,
‘
I
'

bosium, Orobanche elattar, a
ndAceras (t h e last in Northamp ton

only of th e two coun ties). 0 0

Some at least of th e mosses wh ich abou nd on t h e Ool i t e in L incolnsh ire, and wh i ch m igh t be
expec t ed

,
are a
bsen t from t his Leicestersh ire port ion of th e sam e fo rm atio n

,
.

fo r th e simple reason
th
a
t the

r
e are n o su itable places fo r th em ; th ere can be n o drier

’

tract in th is cou n try than
D ivision 4, whereas 3 § m iles to th e cast

,
but in Lincolnsh ire, Pingu icula vulgarzs st ill grows, and

the h
a
ndsome moss C/imaa'

um dendro ides fru its so splendidly t ha t probably n owh ere else in Britain
can
be found more fully developed examples it is v ery rarely seen in fru it in Britain , too — this

must be regarded as a relic of very exc eptional o c cu rren c e. Exc ept ing th e bed of t h e Gringle

Brook in Buckm inster Park th e grou nd is alm ost all abou t 5 00 ft . (Buckm inster 5 1 9

The following are con

5 . Avo n
The Avon and its tribu tary the Swift drain t his area, wh ich is wholly on t he Lower Lias c lay,

deeply covered in parts by drift . Of th e 3 90 o r m ore spec ies recorded n on e n eed b e spec ified,
as they are not u ncommon elsewhere in th e cou n ty .

6. WELLAND

Lower Lias clay, U pper Lias, Marlston e rock and sand and a sm all ou tlier of L ias lim eston e and
Northampton sand occur. The northern port ion is well wooded and possesses c onsiderable variet y
of su rface. These combinat ions give rise to an im prov em en t in th e flora when com pared w it h
the last-named div ision . Althou gh n o th in g is absolu tely confin ed to it, t h ere are t hree v ery
u ncommon plan ts : R ubus Bella rdii fou nd by W . Bell, 1 903 , Vicia silvatica

,
and Campanula

The mosses and fun gi are imperfe c tly kn own . The reservoir n ear Saddin g ton and
the Welland m ay be expec ted to furn ish m any m icroscop ic plan ts as yet u n recorded fo r

Leicestershire .

Althou gh Leicestersh ire has suffered so mu ch of late from a bo tan ical poin t of v iew t hrou gh
drainage

,
cultiva tion

,
and the spread of its towns

,
and t h e v illages in t h e coal m in ingdistric t, t h e

cou n ty can st ill ju stly claim to possess a grea ter variety of bram bles (R u bi) (7 1 ) t han any of th e
cou n t ies in the northern half of England

,
ex cepting Staffordsh ire Abou t th e y ear 1 83 0 t h e

R ev. A . Blo xam commen ced to study th is difficult genus
,
giv in g a great amou n t of h is tim e fo r t h e

remain in g forty-eigh t years of h is life to th e invest iga t ion of t he brambles of t h is cou n ty .
Th irty-four spec ies were found in the parish of Twy cross alon e

,
t h is number bein g sligh tly

augmen ted. Two hav e been added sin ce Mr. Blo xam
’

s t im e by o ther studen ts; of R u bi
,
so that

now we have a total of th irty-six species
,
makingit appear that t h is parish con tains as many spe cies

as several En glish cou n t ies are known to hav e w ith in t heir boundaries at th e present t im e .
Mr. Blo xam was join ed in th e study of brambles by the R ev. W . H. Coleman , and

the Rev. Ch urch ill Babin g ton was also a collaborator abou t t h e sam e t
'm e as Coleman

,

bu t not n early to su ch an ex ten t as th e la t ter. Sin c e Mr. Blo xam
’

s dec ease
,

‘

a grea t amou n t
of t ime has been devo ted to t he study of Leicest ersh ire b rambles

,
man y addit ion s hav ing been

made to th e older records. The most valuable work has been acco m plisheid du rin g t h e last
fifteen years, especially by the R evs. E . F . Lin ton and W . Moyle R ogers

,
lt h e la t ter hav in g

elu c ida ted some very diflicu lt spec ies
,
e ither u nknown to

,
o r ver

I

Blo xam
,
Coleman , o r t heir su c cessors. Fo r full descrip t ions of

Handbo ok of Britt
'

s/J R ubi by th e R ev. W. Moyle R ogers
,
1 900,

th e 7 o urna1 of Bo tanyfo r April, 1 902, and July,
The wri ter’s sin cerest thanks are due to t he Moy le R ogers fo r gi‘iring so much tim e

to the records and collec t ion of brambles (Ru bi) Mr. William West ‘l‘b r nam in g certain
Algae, to Mr. Arth ur Benn e t t fo r a list (marked Naiadaceae an Mrs. E .

o o o o a 0 o o O

Sewstern i s in th is d ivi sion, not in 2 8 as ind icated in the



BOTANY

F oord-Kelcey of Qu orn
,
fo r lists of plan ts

,
fo r t he loan of h er copy of Mr. Preston ’s MS. and

pu blished lists of Leicestershire flowerin g plan ts, and fo r help in many o th er ways ; to Mr. A .

Wheldon fo r de term in in g several mosses
,
to Mr. H . N . D ix on fo r t he number of Northampton

shire plan ts, to Prof. Carr fo r lat est addit ions to No t tin ghamsh ire, and th e R ev. H . P. R eader of t h e
Holy Cross Priory

,
Leic ester

,
fo r a comple te list of th e mosses and h epatics, w ith som e usefu l n o tes.

Fath er R eader’s ex perien ce of Leicest ersh ire
,
combin ed w it h mu ch knowledge of plan ts in o th er

parts of En gland
,
has enabled th e writer to g ive a represen ta tiv e list of mosses and h epa t ics.

In t he following summary of t he vascular plan ts of Leicestersh ire spec ies to wh ich n o sign
is a t tached are to be regarded as w ild in th e sense of bein g natives

,
colon ists

,
o r den izens.

A liens and plan ts of recen t in trodu c tion wh ich m ain tain t he ir grou nd m ore o r less succ essfully
are indicat ed by an ast erisk.

Spec ies of m erely casual occu rren ce recorded down to 1 886, o r wh ich were probably recorded
in error

,
o r have lon g been ex tin c t

,
are in closed w it h in square bracke ts. The sequen ce of t he

Lo ndo n Ca ta logue (ed. 9) is followed as far as possible
,
t he brambles (Ru bi) in accordan ce with

Mr. R ogers’ H andbo ok
,
t he Gymnosperms follow th e Monoco tyledons

,
and the Characeae follow th e

m osses.

Localit ies are given fo r all n ew cou n ty rec ords
,
bo th of vascu lar and cellu lar plan ts.

The followin g abbrev ia t ions hav e been adopted — W . M. R . W . Moyle R ogers E . F . L .

E . F . Lin ton 7 o urn. Bo t. =yo urna 1 of Bo tany ; B. R .
=Babingto n

’

s Britisb R ubi Fl. L . Flo ra

ofLeicestersbire, 1 886 .

PHAENOGAMIA

D I COTYL E D ON E S DICOTYLEDONES (contimzsd )
RANUNCULACEAE

[Clematis Vitalba, L . 1 8 , 2 A, 2 8 ]
Thalictrum flavum , L. 1 8 — 2 8

,
6

Anemone nemorosa, L . I A, 2A
— 3 , 6

Myosurus min imus, L. I A, 1 8 [2A, 2 8 , 1 841 ]
Ranuncu lus circinatus, Sibth . 1 8 — 2 8 , 6

fiu itans, Lam . I A [ 1 8 , 2 a]
pseudo-flu itans, ‘Bab.

’
1 8 , 2A, 2 8

trich o phyllus, Chaix . 2A, 2 8

Dro ue tii, G o dr. 2A, 3
var. Go dro n i i 2 8

heterophyllus, Web. ex. p . 2 A 2 8
,
6

var. triphyllus (H iem ) .
var. submerso s (H ieru ) .

peltatus, Schrank. 1 13— 3 , 6

Len o rm andi, F. Schu l tz. 1 13, 2A, 2 8

h ederaceus, L. l A— 3 , 6

sceleratus, L. I A— 3 , 5 , 6

flamm ula, L. I A— 3 , 5 , 6

lingua, L. 1 8 , 2A, [ 3 ]
aurico m us, L. 1 A— 3 , 6

acer, L. I A— 6

repens, L. I A— 3 , 5 , 6

bu lbosus, L. l A— 6

sardo us
,
Cran tz . I R, 2A, 2 8 , 5

parviflo rus, L. I A— ZA, 3
arvensis, L . I A— 6

Ficaria, L. 1 A— 6

Caltha palustris, L. I A— 3 , 5 , 6

var. Guerangeri i (Boreau) .
[Helleborus viridis, L. 2A]
foetidus, L .]

Aqu ilegia vu lgaris, L. [ 1 8 , 2A], 4, [ 5 ]
[Delphinium Ajac is, Reich . ZA]
[Aconitum Napellus, L. 1 13— 2 13]

BERBER I DEAB

Berberis vu lgaris, L. 1 13-3 , 6

NYMPHAEACEAE
Nymphaea lu tea, L. I A— 3 , 5 , 6

Castal ia speciosa
,
Salisb . 1 11-2 3

PAPAVERACEAE

[Papaver somn iferum
, L. 2A

,
2 8

, 3 ]
Rhoeas, L . I A— 6

var. Pryo ri i, Druce, 2A, 2 8

dubium
,
L . I A— 6

var. Lec o qii (Lamotte) , I R— ZB, 4, 6
Argemone

,
L . 1 A-6

Chel idon ium majus
,
L . I A

FUMAR IACEAB

Capnoides claviculata I A— ZA

lu tea (DC ) . 2A, 2 8 ]
[Fumaria capreolata, L . 2A

, 2 8 ]
o fli c inalis, L. 1 A-6

CRUCIFERAE
‘Cheiran thus Che iri , L . l A— 2 B

Radicula o fflcinalis (R . Groves . l A— 3 , 5 , 6

var. m icrophyllum 1 8 , 2A

pinnata, Moench. I A, 2A

palustris,Moench . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

lancifolia, Moench . I A— 3 , 6

Barbarea vulgaris, R . Br. I A— 3 , 5 , 6

praecox, R . Br . 2A, 2 8 ]
[Arabia h irsu ta, Scop . 2a]
perfoliata, Lam . 1 3

Cardamine amara, L . 1 5 — 2 13, 6

pratensis, L. I A-O

hirsu ta, L. l A— 6

flexuo sa, With . 1 A— 3 , 6

impatiens, L . 1 8 (Blo xam hb.
,
Kirby hb.)



A HISTORY OF

DICOTYLEDONES (continued)
Cauc rrs iu s (continued )

Erophila vulgaris, DC. 1 11— 6

var. praecox 2A
,
2 8

var. sten o carpa. 2A, 2 8

var. m ajuscula. 2 5

[Alyssum calycinum, L. 2A, 2 8 ]
[Cochlearia o flic inalis, L. (casual)]

Armoracia, L.]
[Hesperis matronalis, L. 1 8 — 2 8 ]
S isymbrium Thalianum , j. Gay. I A— 3

o flic inale , L . l A— 6
‘Sophia, L. I ii— 3 , 6

All iaria, Scop. I A— 6

[Erysimum cheiran thoides, L.]
[Camelina sativa, Cran tz]
[Brassica campestris, L.]

Rapa, L.

Sinapio ides, Roth . 2 8
, 3 , 6]

Sinap istrum, Boiss. I A-6
'
alba

,
Boiss. 1 8 — 3

Bursa pastoris, Weber. 1 A— 6 (See Fl. L. 1 8 86)
Senebiera Coronopus, Poir. I A— 3 , 6

Lepidium campestre, R . Br. I ii— 3
heterophyl lum, Ben th. 2A-3 i

Thlaspi arvense
,
L. 1 8— 3

Tecsdalia nud icau lis, R . Br. 2A

‘Raphanus Raphanistrum, L. l A— 6

R ESEDACEAE
Reseda lutea

,
L.

luteola
, L.

2A, 2 8
—4

I A— 3

CI STINEAF.

Helian themum Chamaecistus, Mill. 2A— 4.

V IOLAR IEAE

V iola palustris, L.

odorata
,
L . l A.

— 6

h irta, L. I A
,
2A— 6

Re ichenbach iana
, Bo r.

Riviniana, Reich . 1 A~6

e riceto rum , Schrad. 2A.

tricolor
,
L . I A— 6 (agg.)

I A— ZA

I A— ZB
, 6

2AT

3 ’ 6 (segg.)
arvensis

,
Murr. l A— 6

POLYGALEAB

Polygala vulzaris
,
L . I A— 4, 6

oxyptera, Reich. 2A

serpyllacea, We ihe . 2A

CARYOPHYLLEAE

D ian thus deltoides
,
L. 2A

[Saponaria o fficinalis
, L. I A— 3 ]

Silene Cucubalus,Wihel. 1 A— 6

anglica, L. 1 8— 2 8 ]
no c tiflo ra, L. I A— ZB, 3]

Lychnis alba, Mill. I A-6

dioica, L. 1 11— 6

Flos-cu cu l i, L. I A— 3 , 5 , 6‘Githago, Sco p. l A— 3 , 5 , 6
Cerastium quaternellum ,

l enz l. 2A
, 3

semidecandrum, L . 2A [ I A— 3]
glo m eratum , Thuill. 1 11—6

triviale, Link. l A-O

arvense, L. 2A
, 3 , 4.

lA—ZB

I A, 2A, 28

PORTULACEAB

Mon tia fon tana
,
L. 1 8 , 2A

HYPERICINBAE

Hypericurn perforatum, L . I A— 6

macu latum, Cran tz. 1 8 , 2A

quadrangulum ,
L . 1 11-3 , 5 , 6

humifusum, L. 1 A— 3 , 6

pulchrum , L . I A— 6

h irsu tum , L. I ii— 3 , 6

elodes, L. 2A. Extinct]

MALVACEAE
I A— 6

i ii — 3 , 5 , 6

l A— 3 , 6

Malva silvestris
, L.

rotundifolia, L.

moschata
,
L.

TILIACEAE
[Tilia cordata, Mill. 1 8 , 2a]
platyphyl los

,
Scop . 1 8 ]

vu lgaris, H ayne]

ILICINEAE

Ilex Aqu ifolium
, L. l A— 5

Stel laria aquatica, Scop. l A— 3 , 5 , 6

media, L. 1 A— 6

var. Bo raeana 00rd ) , 2A— 6
um bro szi, Opiz.

var. decipiens (S. neglecta, Weihe) .
H o lo stea, L. 1 A—6

palustris, Retz. I A— ZB

graminea, L . 1 11— 6

u liginosa, Murr. I A— 3 , 5 , 6

Arenaria trin ervia, L. 1 A— 3 , 5 , 6

serpyllifolia, L. I A— 6

var. lepto clado s

Sagina apetala, L. I A— 3 , 5 , 6

ciliata, Fries. 2A

procumbens, L. I A— 6

nodosa
,
Femal . 1 8 , 2A. Extinct ?

Spergu la arvensis, L . I A— 6

Alsine rubra, Cran tz . 1 8
, 2A

GERANIACEAE
[Geranium ph o eum , L. 2A,

pratense, L. 1 A— 6
‘pyrenaicum, Burm. £1. 1 8 , 2A, 2 8

mol le, L. I A— 6

pusillum, L . I A-3 , 5
dissectum

, L . 1 A-6

lucidum, L. I A— 3
Robertianum, L. I A—6

Erodium cicutarium
, L. I A— 3 , 6

moschatum, L’
Her it. 1 8 , 2 8

, 3 , 6]
Oxalis Acetosella

, L. 1 A— 3 , 6
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Linford. Sparingly on the rugged bare
crags of H igb Sbarpley (north side), seen
at Hanging Rocks Lea Lane &c., by
W. M . R . Groby Po o l, W. Bell
3 Ho lwe/lMont/z, 1 906

subsp. calvaras,’ Blox. 1 8 Twycross,

Blo xam ! Fraser nr. Packington, Cole
m an hb. Mason as

‘
sylvaticus Black

fo rdby, Rou th I Bardon H ill Wo od (foam .

Bo t. , Aug. z a z UlverscroftLane
SwitblandWo od

,
not typical (7 0am . Bo t.,

Aug. outskirt of Cadenzan Wo od,

1 906

thyrso ideus, Wimm . 1 8 : Twycro ss, Blo xam

Mo ira
, Coleman hb. Mason 1 Packington,

Rou th 2A nr. Kegwortb Birstall Gorse

Stoney Stanton (7 onrn. 2 8

(7 0am . Bo t. , Aug. 3 Knipton Lodge

Branston to Knipto n.

rusticanus, Merc . l A— 6 . Common all over the
coun ty. 1 8 Twycro ss, B. R . as R . discolor
is the first record
macrophyllus, W. St N. I s. Piper Wo od (j o um .

Bot.
,
Aug. 1 8 : Higbam,

Blo xam teste
O.C.E. 2A Sro itbland, in lane n ear the wood,
W. M. R .

subsp. Schlechtendali i (Weihe) . 1 8 : Twy
cross

,
B.R . 2A Ulverscrrft by Switbland

Wo od, W. M. R . 2 8 : n r. Billesdon Cop
low nr. I ngarsby station (7 011 771 . Bo t. ,
Aug. 3 Ling: Cover . (A plan t
found on the western side of Holwell
Mo at/z is either a form of this o r an

in termediate one towards pulc he rrim us, a

shade form flowering late) . 6 Tugby
Wo od (j o um . Bot.

,
Aug. 1 906)

var. am plificatus (Lees) . 1 8 Twycross,
Blo xam I

Sal teri, Bab. I A Staunto n Harold
,
Blo xam

hb. Arthur Bennett nr. SontbWo od,W.M.R .

2 A n r. Kirkby, Blo xam ; Ulverscrofl ; by Switb
landWo od,W. M . R . (Rogers’ Handbo ok

,
p . 1 02 ,

is the first record) .
Co lem ann i, Blox. (Brit. Rubi p. 1 2 7 ;
Kirby’s Flo ra, 3 8 Bab . Man . ed . 6 ,

W.M . R . 1 8 Packington, Blo xam

Sprengelii, Weihe. 1 A Sontb Wo od
, Coleman

also seen there byW.M.R . 1 8 Talbo t Lane

Seal Wo od, Coleman Twycross, Blo xam ,
teste

Focke Bo o tbo rpe Lane, Nailsto ne Wiggs. (yearn.

Bot. Aug. Bardon Hill, Blo xam ; stil l
there 1 906 . 2A Grace Dieu Wo od

, and o ut

skirt of Cadenian Wo od, 1 906 .



BOTANY

DICOTYLEDONES (continued)
ROSACEAE (continued )

Rubus echinatus, Lindl. 1 a : Newbo ld ; Launt Wo od

(7 0am . Bo t., Aug. 1 8 Twycross

Swepsto ne, Blo xam Blackfirdby (7 0am . Bo t.

Aug. z a z Switb/and Wo od
,
E . F . L.

and W. M . R . ; Bclton ; near Buddon Wo od ;

Blackbird
’
s Nest ; Wo odbo usc Eaves (7 0am . Bo t .,

Aug. 2 8 Billesdo n Coplow,
‘forma

um bro sissim a
’

(7 0am . Bo t. , Aug.

rudis,W. and N. 1 8 Owsto n Wo od
, Blo xam hb.

Mason ! 2 8 : Big Spinney, Knigbto n ; Glen

Gorse Wymondbarn, W. Bell 3 Lings Cover,
1 906 . 6 Tugby Wo od, W. B.

o igo cladus, Muell and Lefv. 1 8 Twycross,
Blo xam 1 2A Buddan Wo od Lane, W. M . R .

1 902 ?

var. Blo xam ianus, Colan . 1 A : PiperWo od;

LauntWo od (7 ourn. Bo t., Aug. 1 8

near Black/ o rdby Owston Wo od ; &C.

(7 0am . Bo t. , Aug. 2A Switbland

Wo od ; Cropston Tburcaston Ulverscroft
R oeclzj e 8tc . (7 ourn. Bo t. ) Bo rdon Hill,‘MM towards Wbitwick. 2 8 Syston Scraptoft
Lowesby Billesdo n Coplow (fo am . Bo t. ,
Aug. and Purchas (7 0am . Bo t.,
1 8 8 7 , p .

" M Grifli th ianus, Rogers. 1 a : Breedon; Lo unt Wo od
,

W. M . R .

Bloxamii, Lees. 1 8 Twycro ss, Blo xam 2A

Burbage Wo od, j ackson .
fuscus, W. and N. 1 8 Twycross, Blo xam 2A

Ckamwo od Fo rest, E . F. L.

var. nu tans, Rogers. 2A Cbarnwo od Forest,
E . F. L . Lea Lane, Ulverscrryi,
1 89 8 .

pallidus, W. and N. 2A SwitblandWo od, 1 89 8 ,
E . F . L . Grace D ieu Wo od

, 24 ju ly, 1 906,
testeW. M. R .

scaber, W. and N. 1 8 Twycross, Blo xam teste
Focke, as

‘R . Bellardi— den tatus,’ W. M . R .

wi ndgo b, 2A Blakesbay Wo od (between Newtown Linfo rd
and Ulverscrofi) , 1 898 , E . F . L . (Rogers’ Hand

bo ok, 1 900, p. 1 04)
fo lio sus

,
W. and N. 1 8 : Asbby, Blo xam . 2A

Ckarnwo od Fo rest, E . F . L. l ; by Switkland

Wo od, W. Bel l Buddan Wo od, W. M . R .,

A (M 1 902 Buddan Wo od, near the large stone pit,
Blo xam in Fl. L . (as (Rogers’ Hand

bo ok, 1 900, p .
ro saceus, W. and N. 2 11 : Buddo n Wo od ; Black

bird’s Nest (j o urn. Bot.
, Aug. 1 906) Ulvers“M y”

croft, w. M. R .

var. hystrix, W. and N. (Roge rs’ Handbo ok
,

2A Pocket Gate (j o urn. Bo t.
, Aug.

1 906) Ulverscrofi, just beyond Lea Lane,
W. M. R .

subsp. infec undus, Rogers. I A : Piper Wo od,
W. M. R . , 1 902 . 1 8 Twycross, Bag
nall Little Orton, near Twycross, Blo xam
h b. Mason 1 ; Sutto n Ambien Wo od, W.

Bell 2A Sbcpsbed Lane Newtown Lin

fo rd (7 0am . Bot.
, Aug. 1 906)

subsp. ado rnatus (P. Muell) . 1 8 Twy
cross, Blo xam hb. Mason Twycross,
Bagnal l (most abundan t)

h o rridicaulis, P. j. Muell. 2A lane by Buddan
Wood

,
1 902 , apparen tly W. M. R .

D ICOTYLEDONES (continued)
ROSACEAE (co ntinued )

Rubus Ko ehleri, W. and N. (typical o r nearly so ) ;

2A lane by SwitklandWo od n ear
W. M. R . 3 Ho lwell Mo utk

,
1 6 july, 1 906,

confirmed by W. M . R .

subsp. dasyphyllus, Rogers. 1 8 : Twycross,
B. R . (as R . pallidus Asbby, Coleman
hb. Mason 2A Woodbouse Eaves to
Ulverscroft Newtown Linfo rd Copt Oak

Wbitwick ; Grace D ieu, &c . 2 8 : Scrap
tqfi,

shade form (7 0am . Bo t., Aug.

3 Common abou t Belvo ir ; Croxton

Kerr ial to Branston. 4 Saltby Heatb.

Viridis
,
Kal t. 3 grounds below Belvo ir Castle,

Blo xam

divexiram us
,
P. Muell . 1 8 Twycross, Blo xam

h b. Babington (in his praeruptorum packet),
W. M. R . (Rogers’ Handbo ok

,
1 900, p . 1 05 )

Bellardii
,
W. and N. 1 8 Twycross, Blo xam h b.

Mason ! fairly typical ,’ W. M . R . 6 Tugby
Wo od, W. Bell typ .
hirtus, W. and N . 1 8 Twycross, Blo xam Focke

assen t ing ; Twycross, hb. Mason
subsp. Kaltenbach ii (Metsch) . ZA : R o tbley
Plain ; ou tskirts o fBuddo nWo od

,
W.M. R . l

very fine in Buddon Wo od near the cottages,
1 906 (Rogers’ Handbo ok

, 1 900, p . 1 06 )
ochrodermia, A. Ley. 2A : Ou tsk irt of Buddo n
Wo od, 24 j u ly, 1 906 seen there in 1 902 by
Mr. Rogers ; not typical, bu t Mr. Ley agreed
to the name.

velatus, Lefv. 1 8 Plan tat ion
, Gopsa/l, Coleman

h b. Mason ! 2A near the Railway Station,
Quo rn

,
1 899 , W. M . R .

dumetorum,
W. and N. (sp. col lect) .

Twycross, Blo xam , very glandu lar form
var. ferox , Weihe. 1 8 Altons

,
Asbby (7 0am .

Bot. Aug. ZA : Cropston ; Cbarn

wo od Fo rest, E . F. L. Anstey, 8tc . (j o urn.

Bo t. , Aug. 1 906) Birstall Copse, &c .
, &c . ,

W.M .R . Quorn Newtown Liryo rd to Capt
Oak ; scarce but very fin e near the m onas
tery. 2 8 : Sileby (j o urn . Bo t.

,
Aug.

3 H o lwellMo utb. 6 Loddington ; H orning

field EastNo rton (fo urn. Bo t.
,
Aug.

var. britann icus, Rogers. 1 8 Sutton Ambien
,

W. Bel l . 2A Lea Lane ; Ulverscrtft ;
HangingR o cks, W. M. R . Bo rdo n Hill to
Peldar To r. 2 8 Knigbto n, W. Bell !

var. diversifol ius, Lindl. 1 8 : near Asbby,
Blo xam , teste Focke. 2A SwitblandWo od

Lane, 1 902 , W. M . R . 2 8 : Glen Gorse

(7 0am . Bo t.
,
Aug.

var. rubriflo rus, Purchas, 2 8 : On the Oolite
,

Bescaby to Waltbam, 1 7 july, 1 906, teste
W. M . R .

var. tuberc ulatus (Bab) . 1 8 Twycross, B. R . ;

Mo iraLane; 2 8 SuttonAmbienWo od,W. Bell
var. fasc icu latus (P. Muel l) . 1 8 : Twy

cross, B.R . 2a : Between Quo rn Railway
Station and Qu orn Village, W. M. R . 2 8

Knigbton Grange Rd.,
W. Bell 4 Tbree

Queens, 1 906 , W. Bell
var. c o nc innus

,
Warren . 1 8 Twycross,

Blo xam h b. Mason Twycro ss, most
abundan t,’ Bagnal l 6 : East No rto n (aform) , (J o urn . Bo t., Aug.



A HISTORY OF

DICOTYLEDONES (continued)

Rubus coryl ifolius, Sm . (sp. collect) . (Rogers’ Hand
book, p . I A— 6

var. snblustris (Lees) . 1 8 : Twycross, Blox
am 2 11 : Tburcaston Quo rn R otbley,

&c ., Ste . W. M. R . 3 Knipton, &c .

var. cycIOphyllus,Lind
eb. (Rogers’ Handbook,

1 906, p. Tburraston. 2 8 Knigbton ;

Blaby (J ourn. Bot., Aug. 2 5

Birstall

Balfo urianus, Blox . 1 8 : Sutton Ambien Wood ;

W. Bell 2A Cbo rnwo od Fo rest, E . F . L.

caesius, L. [ I A 1 8 Twycro ss, Bagnall. 2A

Birstall Copse, &c ., &c . ,
W. M. R. (Common

in the Va le ofBelvo ir, bu t not noticed in the
Leicestersh ire portion)

Geum urbanum, L . I A— 6

rivale, L. 1 8-2 8 , 5 , 6

x urbanum . 2A, 2 8 , 6

Fragaria vesca, L. 1 11-3 , 6

Poten tilla Fragariastrurn, Ehrh .

silvestris, Neck . 1 A-6

procumbens, Sibth . 1 A— 2A, 6

reptans, L . 1 A-6

Anserina, L. 1 A— 6

argen tea, L . 2A

palustris, Scop . 1 8 [2 a]
Alchemilla arvensis, Lam . I A— 6

vu lgaris, L . 1 8 — 2 8 (sp. col lect )
a . pratensis (Schm idt) . 1 8

c. filicaulis (Buser) . I A, 2A, 2 8 , 6 .

Agrimon ia Eupatoria, L. 1 A —6

odorata, Mill . I A, 2A, 6

Poterium Sangu isorba, L . 1 11 —4
o flic inale , Hook. I A— 3 , 6

Rosa spinosissima, L . 1 8 , 2A

involu ta
,
Sm . var. Sabin i (Woods) , 1 8 [2A, 2 8 ]

villosa, L. 1 8
,
2A, 2 8 [3 ]

tomen tosa, Sm . I A— 3
var. subglo bo sa 5
var. scabriuscula 2 A, 2 8

var. silvestris [ 1 8 , 2A]
eglan teria, L. (rubiginosa) . 1 8

,
2A, 6 [ I A,

2 3 , 3 ]
micran tha, Sm . 2 A, 3 [ I A, 1 8 , 2 8 , 6]
agrestis, Savi. 3 (form a)
obtusifolia

,
Desv. 2 8

var. frondosa, Baker, 1 8
,
ZA ! 3 , 5

var. tomen tella (Leman ), 1 8 , 2 11, 2 8
can ina

,
L. var. lutetiana (Leman) , I A—O
f.

"

andegavensis (Bast) , 2A— 3
var. sphaerica [2A, 2 8 , 3]
var. dumalis I A— 6

j: vertic illacantha 1 8 — 3

var. Blo ndaeana (Rip.) 5 [6, 2A, 2 8 ]
var. urbica (Leman) , 2 11— 3 , 5 ,
var. dumetorum (Thu il l), 2A, 5
var.

‘
arvatica

’
Baker

, 1 8
-
3 , 5glauca

,
Vil l . 2 A

var. subc ristata, Baker, 2A
var. im plexa 2A

var. coriifolia (F 2 5

var. Watson i
, Baker, 2 8

stylosa, D esv. var. systyla 2A, 6
arven sis, H uds. 1 11— 6

Pyrus torm inalis, Ehrh . [ 1 8 , 2 8 , 5 ]
Aucuparia, Ehrh . 2A [ I A, 1 8 , 3 , 6]

[ I A— 6] 1 8 — 2 8 , 6

[Pyrus commun is, L. I A— ZA]
Malus

,
L. 1 11—6

Crataegus Oxyacan th a, L.

a . oxyacan thoides (Tbuill), 2 11—3, 5 , 6
d.

°monogyna ( lacy), l A— 6

CRASSULACEAE
Cotyledon Umbilicus, L. 2A [2 8 ]
[Sedum album, L . 1 8— 2 8 , 5 ]

acre, L. I A

reflexum
, L. I A— 6]

Sempervivum tectorum, L. 1 11— 6]

DROSERACEAE

[Drosera rotundifol ia, L. 2A]
anglica, H uds. 2 A]

H ALORAGBAB

H ippuris vulgaris, L. 1 A— 3 , 6

Myriophyl lum verticillatum, L.

spicatum, L. 1 11— 2 8 , 6

altern iflo rum , DC. 1 8

Callitriche verna, L. 2A, 2 8 , 6

stagnalis, Scop . I A, 2A

ham ulata, Kutz. 2A, 5 , 6

o btusangula, Le Gall. I A, [2A] 2 8

I A [2A]

LY’

I
‘
HRAR IBAB

Lythrum Salicaria, L. I A— 3 , 6

Peplis Portula, L. l A— ZA

ONACRARIBAE

I
'

OSCU ITI

Cu cuxmr acaa z

Bryon ia dioica, Jacq. I A—4, 6

Su n-“m om s

Saxifraga tridactylites, L. 1 11, 2 11
— 3 5 , [ 1 8 , 6]

granulata, L. 1 11 — 5
Chrysosplen ium altem ifo lium , L. 2 11

oppositifolium, L. 1 11-2 8
,
6

Parnassia palustris, L. 1 8 , 2 11 [3 ]
[R ibes Grossularia, L. 1 11—6 ]

rubrum, L. var. sativum, L. 1 11— 2 8 , 5 , 6]
n igrum

,
L . 1 11— 2 11 ]

Epilobium angustifol ium, L. 1 8 — 6

hirsu tum,
L . 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

parviflo rum ,
Schreb. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

mon tanum
,
L
,

1 11— 6

roseum, Schreb. 1 11-2 8

adnatum, Griseb. 1 8 , 2 11 [ 1 8 , 2 8 , 3 ,
obscurum, Schreb. 1 11- 1 1 8 , 6 . Also x

2 11

palustre, L. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

mon tanum X obscurum. 2 11

x h irsu tum . 2 11

X roseum. 2 11
,
1 8 ?

Circaea lu tetiana, L. 1 11—4, 6



BOTANY

Ums snni rsm s

Hydrocotyle vulgaris, L. 1 8 , 2 11, 6

Sanicula europaea, L . 1 11— 3 , 6

Con ium macu latum, L. 1 11— 6

[Smyrnium Olusatrum, L. 1 8 , 2 11 ]
[Bupleuru rn rotundifol ium, L. 2 1 1— 3]
[Apium graveolens, L . 1 8 — 2 8 , 6]

n o diflo rum Reichb. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

var. repens, Hook. 2A

var. o chreatum , Bab. 2A

inundatum Re ichb. 1 11— 2 11 , 3 , 6

[Carn in Carvi, L .]
Petroselinum

,
Ben th .

segetu in , Ben th. 2 8

* 1 A [ 1 8 , 2 11 ]

Sison Amomum
,
L . 1 11— 3 , 6

[Sium latifolium, L . 2A, 2 8 , extinct]
erec tum, H uds. 1 8 — 3 , 5 , 6

E go po dium Podagraria, L. 1 11— 6

Pimpinel la Saxifi'aga, L . 1 11 — 6

var. n igra (Mill) , f. dissecta. 2 8

var. dissec ta, With . 2 11

major, H uds. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

Conopodium denudatum, Koch . 1 11— 6

Chaerophyllum tem ulum , L. I A— 6

Scandix Pecten , L. I A— 6

An thriscus vulgaris, Bernh .
silvestris, H o fl

'

m . 1 11 — 6

Oenan the fistulo sa, L. 1 11— 2 11 , 6

silaifo lia
,
Bieberst [ 1 8 , 2 11 , 5 5

‘Top.

(speen . according to T. A. Preston MS.

withdrawn)

1 11— 2 11 , 3 , 4, 6

Lachenalii, C. Gmel. 1 8 , 2 8

Phellandrium
,
Lam . 1 13-3 , 6

fluviatilis
, Coleman . 1 8-2 8

,
6

E thusa Cynapium, L. 1 11 — 6

Silaus flavescens, Bernh . 1 11— 6

Angelica silve stris, L . 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

Peucedanum sativum, Ben th . 1 1 1— 6

H eracleum Sphondylium
,
L . 1 11-6

var. angustifolium, H uds.
Daucus Carota, L. 1 11— 6

Caucalis arvensis, H uds. 1 8— 3 i

nodosa, Scop. 1 11 — 3 , 5
An thr iscus

,
Huds. I A— 6

2 11— 3 , 6

ARALIACBAE

Hedera Helix, L. 1 1 — 6

Co nm cu s

Cornus sangu inea, L. 1 11— 6

CAPR I FOLIACRAB

Adoxa Mo schatellina, L.

Sambucus nigra, L. 1 11— 6

Ebu lus, L. 1 8 6, sp.

Div. 5 2 11 o r 2 8

Viburnum Opu lus, L. 1 11 — 3 , 6 (Yellow fruit at
Narborougk, very rare

'Lan tana, L . 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

Lonicera Periclymenum, L.

I

1 11 — 2 8 , 6

Cross and

1 11-6

D ICOTYLEDONES (continued)
RUBIACEAE

VALER IABNAE

Valeriana dioica, L. 1 8
, 2 11 , 2 8

, 5 , 6

o flicinalis, L. (sp. 1 11 — 3 , 6

a . Mikan ii Syme. 2 11, 2 8 , 6

b. sambucifolia
,
Willd . 2 11

Fl. L.)
Valerianel la olitoria, Poll.

den tata
,
Poll .

common , ’

I A— 6

i x-4

D IPSACEAE
Dipsacus silvestris, L. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

pilosus, L . 1 8-2 8 , 6

Scabiosa Succisa, L . 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

Columbaria, L . 1 11 , 2 11 -4
arvensis, L . 1 8 — 6

COMPOSITAE
Eupatorium cannabinum, L. 1 11 — 2 11

, 6

SolidagoVirgaurea, L . 1 8
,
2 11

Bellis perenn is, L. 1 11 — 6

Erigeron acre, L . 1 11— 2 8

Filago german ica, L. 1 11 — 5
min ima, Fr . 1 11

,
2 8

[An tennaria dioica, R . Br .

Gnaphalium u liginosum,
L .

silvaticum , L. 1 11 — 2 11 , 3
Inula Conyza, DC. [ 1 8 , 2A, old records]

4
1 11-3 , 5 , 6

dysen terica, L. 1 11 — 3 , 5 , 6

Pulicaria, L. 2 11 ( i) 2 8
Bidens cernua, L . 6

tripartita, L . 1 11-3 , 5 , 6

Achillea Millefolium, L . 1 11— 6

Ptarmica, L . 1 11 — 3 , 5 , 6

An them is Cotula, L. 1 8— 3 , 5 , 6

arvensis, L . 1 8 —4.

nobilis, L. 2 11, 1 8 ? Extinct]
Chrysan themum segetum, L . 1 11-6

leucan th em uin , L. 1 11 — 6

Matricaria inodora, L . 1 11— 6

Chamomil la, L. 1 11— 6

Tanacetum vulgare, L. 1 11 — 3 , 5 , 6
°
Artemisia Absin thium, L . 1 11 , 2 11 , 5 , 6

vu lgaris, L. 1 11— 6

Tussilago Farfara, L. 1 11— 6

Petasites o fli cinalis, Moench . 1 11 — 3 , 5 , 6

Galium Cruciata, Scop. 1 11 — 6

verum, L. l A—O

erectum
,
H uds . 1 11

,
1 8 , 2 11 , 2 8

Mollugo, L. 1 11 — 4, 6

saxatile
,
L. 1 1 —4, 6

palustre, L . 1 11 — 6

var . elo ngatum (Fresh ), 1 8 , 2 11
var. Witheringii 1 8 , 2 11,

uliginosum, L . 1 11 — 3 , 6

Aparine, L . 1 11 — 6
‘tricorne, With . 2 11 , 2 8 , 3

Asperula odorata, L. 1 11 — 3 , 6

cynanchica, L . 4.

Sherardia arvensis, L. 1 11— 6



Co m m a (continued)

Sen ecio vulgaris, L. 1 11—6

silvatim L. 1 11— 2 11 , 3
1 11—4, 6

i f ? " 5 2 6

aq uaticm ,
HudS. 1 8 — 3 , 5 , 6

sam pestri
s, DC . 4 (Se ction 1 88 7 . Ex

m 0
Car lin: vu lgaris, L. 1 11 — 2 11, 3

-
5

Arctium majus, Bernh. 1 8—2 8 , 5 , 6

nem o ro sum , Lej. 1 8-3 , 5 , 6

minus, Bernh. 1 5 —6

in term edium, Lange . 1 8 —28 , 4, 6

Carduus nu tans, L. 1 11— 5 [6]
crispus, L. 1-3 , 5 , 6

X nu tan s. 2 11—3 , 5 , 6 E]
Cnicus lanceo latus, VViIld. 1 11—6

eriophorus , Roth. 2 11 , 2 8 , 4, 5 3 , 6]

palus
tris, \Villd. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

praten sis, Willd. 1 8—2 8

acz ulis, Wi lld. I A, 2 11 —6

arvensis, H o fm .

he terophyllus, Willd. 3 . Error.]
‘
Onopo rdon Aca n thium,

L. 1 11, 2 8

{Mariana lacta ,
Hill. 2 11]

Se rr s tula tinctoria, L.

— 3 , 6

Cen taarea nigra, L. 1 1 -6

Scab io sa, L. 1 11—6

Cyanus, L. 1 8 — 3 , 5
‘
Cichorium In tjrbus, L. 1 8— 3 , 5

(Arn ose ris pusilla, Ga ertn .
Lapsana com m un i s, L. 1 11 -6

icris hieracio ides, L.
— 2 8 , 4

ech ioides , L. 1 8 — 3 , 6

Crepis si r en s, L. 1 11—6

biennis, L. 1 8 , 2 8

se to sa, Hall. 1 8 ,

paludosa , Moen ch . 1 8
,

Extinct ?
‘
Laraxz c ifo lia , Thu ill. 2 a, 2 8

H iera cium Pilosella , L. 1 1 — 6

sc iaphilum , U ech tr. var.

vulga tum ,
Fr. ( 3)

var. macula tum .

3 (ta re A. Le y)

1 8 , 2 11

acro leucum ,
var . mu tabile, Ley. 2 11 . Mo untsorrel,

h irs . Foo rd-Kelcey, 1 906

rigidum, Hartm .

var. lina turn, Bablit

var. sa brescens, johanns. 2 1

var. triden ta tum (FL ) .
ho rd e, Fr. 1 8 — 2 8 6

um bellatum, L. 1 8 , 1 11

Hypo chaeris glabra, L. 2 11 . Extinct
radica ta, L. 1 1.— 6

Leon todon hirtns, L.

hispidus, L. 1 A—6

antumm lis, L. 1 11—6

1 11— 2 111.

[ 5 , 6]I A, 1 8 , 2A, 2 8 , 3 .

a. Dens-leo nis, Deaf. 1 11 — 6

6. erythro spe rm nm 2 11,

c. palustre 1 8 , 2 11 , 2 8

Lacto ca viro sa, L. 1 8 , 2 11, [ 3 ]

So nchus oleraceus, L. 1 11—6

asper, H o fi
'

m . 1 11—6

arvensis, L. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

Tragopo gon pfl tcnsc, L. 1 3

var. minus (Mill) 1 11—6

la tifolia, L. 1 11-2 8 , 6

rotundifolia, L. 1 1 1—6

patulz , L. 2 5

‘Specnh riz hybrida, DC. 1 11, 2 11, 3 , 5 , 6

Vaccinium Vi tis-Idaa , L. 2 11 . Extinct ?
L
-Iyrtillus, L. 1 8 , 2 11

En cacum

Calluna Eric ,
DC. 1 11— 2 8

fl pu bescens, Koch. 2A

Eric: Tetralix, L. 1 8 , 2A

cinerea , L . 1 8 , 2 11 (very rare)

Fraxinus excelsior, L. 1 11—6

Ligu strum vulgare, L 1 11—6

‘Vin ca minor, L. 2 11— 3

Gam m a :

Blackstonia perfoliata, Huds . 2 11-4

Erythraa Cen taurium, Pen . 1 11—6

Gen tiana Pneumonan the, L.

Am arella, L.
— 3 ]

a mpesu is, L . [2 11—4]
Menyan tha trifolia ta, L .

Exti nct]

2 11— 3

[Polemonium c eruleum, L. n , 1 8 , 2 1 . Em pe]

Bo nac ixm

o fi cinale, L. 1 5 — 2 3

Pu u uu cm

Hottonia palustris, L. XL [ 1 8, as ]
Prim ula veris, L. 1 11—6

acaulis, L. 1 11—6

b. a ulesc ens, Koch
x veris. 2A, 6

Lysimachia vulgaris, L. 2 11 , 28

Nummularia, L . 1 1 — 3 , 5 , 6

n emorum,
L. 1 1. 6

An agallis arven sis, L. 1 11—6

caerulea , Schreb . 1 8—28 . Casual]
tenella, L . [3 . Extin ct]

Sam olus Valerandi, L . 1 8—2 8, 6



Bo u c ium s (continued )

Myoso tis caespitosa, Schultz. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

scorpioides, L. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

repens, G. D o n . 2A

silvatica
,
H o fi’m . 1 11, 2 11, 6

arvensis, Lam . 1 11— 6

var. umbrosa, Bab.

collina, Hoffm . 1 11 — 2 8 , 6

versicolor, Reichb. 1 8-3
Lithospermum o flic inale, L.

arvense, L. 1 8— 3
Echium vulgare, L.

1 11
, 2 11 , 2 8 , 5

1 8— 3

1 8 —2 8 (mostly as a casual)

Co nvo rvu u cm

Volvu lus sepium, Jung. 1 11—6

Co nvolvulus arvensis, L. 1 11—6

Cuscu ta europaea, L . 1 8-2 8

Epithym um , Murr. 2 11

Trifo lii, Bab. 2 11 . Casual]

So u nacm

Solanum Dulcamara, L. 1 11-6

n igrum
,
L. Casual]

[Lycium barbarum, L.]
[
'
Atropa Belladonna, L.

[Datura Stramonium , L .

Hyo scyainus niger, L.

1 11, 2 11]
1 1 — 3 .

1 8-4, 6

An escape]

Sc ao rnuu amm

Verbascum Thapsus, L . 1 11 -5
Lychnitis

,
L . 4 ( 1 906)

n igrum, L. 2 11 . Casual]
virgatum, Stokes. 2 11. 2 8 .

[Linaria Cymbalaria, Mill.
—

*
Elatine

,
Mill. 2 11 — 3

spuria, Mill. 2 8
, 3 ]

purpurea, L. 2 11 . An escape]
vulgaris, M ill. 1 8—4, 6
'viscida, Moench . 1 8 , 2 11 , 3

[An tirrhinum majus, L. 1 11-3 ]
Scrophu laria aquatica, L. 1 1 — 3 , 5 , 6

nodosa, L . 1 11— 3 , 6

[Mimu lus Langsdo rfii, Donn . 2 11 .

established and increasing]

Casual]
2 11 — 3 , 6 . An escape]

An escape,

[Limo sella aquatics , L . 1 8 , 2 8 . (Extinct)]
Digitalis purpurea, L. 1 11— 2 11 [4]
Veron ica hederaefolia, L . 1 11 —6

didyma, Ten . 2 11 , 2 8 , 6 [ 1 11, 3 ]
agrestis, L. 1 11—6
‘Tournefortii, G . Gmel.
arvensis, L. 1 11 — 6

serpyl lifolia, L. 1 11-6
o ffic inalis

, L. 1 11 —6

Chamaedrys, L . 1 11—6

mon tana, L. 1 11, 2 11, 3 , 6

scu tellata, L . 1 11 — 2 11 , 5 , 6

Beccabunga, L. 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6
Anagal lis, L . 1 11— 3 , 5 , 6

Euphrasia nemorosa
, H . Mart.

R o stko viana
, Hayne. 1 8 , 2 11

stric ta, H ost. 2 8 ]
curta, Fr. 2 11 ; j: glabrescens, W.

1 11-4, 6

A— ZE . 4, 6

2 11 , 2 8

Ono aaucm cm s

Orobanche major, L.

elatior
, Sut ton . 6

purpurea, Jacq . 2 8 F1. L.

H ederae
,
Duby. 1 8 , 2 8

Lathraea Squamaria, L. 2 11 , 6

1 8 , 2 11

LBNTIBULARI EAB

Urticularia vulgaris, L. (neglec ts in Preston ’s prin ted
l ist) . 1 8 , 2 11 , 5

[Pinguicu la vulgaris, L . 2 11
, 3 , extinct]

VBRBBNACBAB

Verbena o fficinalis, L . 1 11-2 8
, 6

LABIATAB

DICOTYLEDONES (continued)
Sc ao puuu am au (co ntinued )

Bartsia Odo ntites, H uds. 1 5 — 6 (verna)f. serotina. 2 8

Ped icu laris palustris, L. 1 8 — 3 , 5
silvatica, L . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

Rh inan thus Crista-gall i
, L. 1 5 — 6

Melampyrum pratense, L. 1 8 , 2 11 [2 8 ]

[Men tha V iridis, L. 1 8 , 2 5 ]
piperita, L . 1 5 — 2 5 ]
hirsu ta, Huds. 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

b. subglabra (Baker) . 1 11 ( i)
c. citrata 2 11 o r 2 8 ( i)

sativa, L . 1 5 — 2 5

c. subglabra, Baker. 2 5

gen til is
,
L. 1 8 [2 5 , extinct]

arvensis, L. 1 5 -6

Pul egium , L. 2 11 [3 ]
Lycopus europaeus, L . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

Origanum vu lgare, L. 1 5 — 2 8

Thymus Serpyl lum , Fr. 1 11
,
2 1 1, 2 8 , 4, 6

Chamaedrys. Fr. 2 11 , 2 8 [ 1 11 , 1 8
, 3 , 5 ,

Clinopo dium vu lgare, L. 1 5 -4, 6

calamin tha, O . Ku n tze. 1 8 , 2 11
,
2 8

Nepeta. 2 5 , 2 8 error
Acinos, O . Kun tze. [2 8 , 4

[Mel issa o flic inalis
,
L. 2 11 . An escape]

Salvia Verbenaca, L. 2 5 , 2 8

Nepeta Cataria, L. 1 5 — 3

Glechoma, Ben th. 1 5 — 6

Scu tellaria galericu lata, L. 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

m inor, H uds. 1 8 , 2 5

Prunella vu lgaris, L. 1 5 -6

[Melit tis Melissophyllum, L. 2 11 ]
Marrubium vu lgare, L . 1 5 — 2 8 , 5
Stachys Beton ica, Ben th . 1 5 — 6

palustris, L. 1 5 — 3 , 5
x silvatica, 1 8 , 2 5

silvatica, L. 1 5 —6

arvensis, L. 1 5 — 2 8

Galeopsis Ladanum, L . 2 11 , 3 , 4
speciosa, Mill. 2 11

Tetrahit, L. 1 5 — 6

[Leonurus Cardiaca, L. An escape]
Lamium amplexicaule, L. 1 5 — 6

hybridum, Vil l . 1 8-2 8 , 5 , 6

purpureum,
L. 1 5 — 6

album,
L . 1 5 — 6

Galeobdolon, Cran tz. 1 5 — 3 , 6



A HISTO R Y

DICOTYLEDONES (continued)

Ballota nigra, L. a. foetida, Koch. 1 5 — 6 Daphne Laureola, L. 2 11-3 , 6

Teucrium Scorodonia, L. 1 5 — 2 8

Lo
Aj uga reptans, L. 1 11— 6

RANTHACEAB

‘
Viscum album, L. 2 5

PLANTAGINEAB
EUPHORBIACBAE

Plan tago major, L. 1 5 — 6

media, L. 1 5 — 6 Euphorbia H elioscopia, L. 1 5 —6

lanceolata, L . 1 5 — 6 amygdaloides, L . 1 11 , 2 5

coronopus, L. 1 5 , 2 5 Peplus, L. 1 5 — 6

Littorella juncea, Berg. 1 8 , 2 5 exigua, L ,

Lathyris, L. 2 5 , 2 8 , escape]
ILLECEBRACEAE Mercurialis perennis, L . 1 5 —4, 6

Scleran thus annuus, L. 1 8 — 3 U R
'
1
'
1C11C8 5 8

b
'

s Reu ter 2 5var ienni ‘Ulmus glabra, Huds. 1 5 — 6

CHENOPODIACEAB
“campestris, Sm . I A— 6

var. glabra (Sm . o r Mill 2) 2 8

Chenopod ium polyspermum, L . 1 5 — 2 8 H umulus Lupu lus, L . 5 : 6
var. cymosum, Mo q . 2A’ 2 3 Urtica dioica, L. 1 5

album, I“ urens, L. 1 5 — 6
a . incanum, Mo q. 2“ Parietaria ram iflo ra, Moench. 1 5 -3 , 6
b. V iride, Syme. 1 5 — 6

c. viridescens, St. Am . 1 5 — 6
‘ficifo lium ,

L .

‘murale, L. 1 8 , 2 5

urbicum, L . Casual]
rubrum ,

L. 1 5 — 3 , 6
‘Bonus-Henricus, L .

Atriplex patu la, L. 1 5 — 6

hastata, L. 2 5 , 2 8 , 5 , 6

deltoidea, Bab. 2 5
, 5 , 6

1 5
,
2 5 , 3 (casual i)

6

Po w c o m cm is

Polygonum Convolvulus, L .

b. subalatum ,
V . Hal l .

avicu lare, L.

1 5 — 6 SALICINEAE

2 5
,
2 8

, 5

a . agrestinum 00rd.) b. vu lgatum,
1 5 — 6

c. arenastrum
e. rurivagum

Hydropiper, L. 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

m inus, H uds. 2 5

Persicaria, L . 1 5 — 6

var. incanum, Coleman .
lapathifolium, L . 1 5 — 6

macu latum, Trimen 8e Dyer.
amphibium, L . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

Bistorta, L. 1 8 — 3
Rumex conglomeratus, Murr.

sangu ineus, L . [ 1 5 , 2 5 ]
b. viridis

maritimus, L. 1 8-2 8

lim o sus, Thuill. 2 5

pulcher, L. 2 11, 3 ]
obtusifolius, L. 1 5 — 6

crispus
,
L. 1 5 — 6

X obtusifolius.
Hydrolapathum, H uds.
Acetosa

,
L. 1 5 — 6

Acetosella
, L. 1 5 — 6

2 5 , 2 8 , 5
2 5

, 6

2A

2A

1 A— 3 2 5 s 6

1 5 — 6

2 5 [ 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6]
1 5 6

1 8 , 2 5

AR ISTOLOCHIACEAE
[Aristolochia Cleinatitis

,
L.

F1.L. 1 8 86, errata p . 3 7
2 5 , extinct, alien

,

3 ]

CUPUL IFERAE
Betula verrucosa, Ehrh . 2 5

, [ 1 5 , 1 3 ,
Alnus glu tinosa, Medic. 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

[Carpinus Betulus, L . 1 3 — 3 , 6]
Corylus Avellana, L . 1 5 — 6

Quercus Robur, L. 1 5 -6

4. pedunculata (Eh rh .)
b. in termedia (D . D o n .)
t . sessiliflo ra (Salisb .)‘Fagus silvatica, L . 1 5 — 6

Salix pen tandra, L . 1 5 (Coleman) , [2 5 (Pulteney),
2 3

, 3 (Crabbe) extinct]
triandra, L . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

x fragilis, 2 5 , 2 3
x alba (undulata, 2 5 , 5

fragilis, L . ( i)
b. britannica, F . B. White . 2 5 — 3 , 6

x triandra (decipiens, 2 5 — 3

x alba. 2 5

alba, L. 1 5 43 , 5 , 6

b. vitellina, L .

[ fa
/

5

purpurea, L. 1 5 -23

f Lambertiana, Sm . 1 5 , 1 3 , 6

x viminalis (rubra, 2 5

viminalis, L. 1 5 6

X cinerea (Sm ithiana,Willd .)
[s, 6]

X Caprea (rugosa, Leefe) 2 3
(

Caprea, L . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

aurita, L. 1 3 — 2 3
,
6

x cinerea. 2 5 , 2 3

x repens. 1 3

cinerea, L. 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

b. aquatica, Sm . 1 3
,
2 3

repens, L. 1 3
,
2 5

f: ascendens
Populus‘alba, L. 2 5 , 6‘canescens, Sm . [ 1 3 , 2 3 , 6]
tremula, L.

'
l 5 ,
‘
1 3

,
2 5 [2 3 , 5 6]

n igra, L. 2 5 , 2 3 , 6]
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fluitans, L . 1 3 [2 5 , extinct]
setaceus, L . 1 5 — 2 3

lacustris, L. 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

silvaticus, L. 1 5 — 3 , 6

Eriophorum vaginatum , L. 2 5

angustifolium, Roth . 2 5

latifol ium
,
Hoppe. 2 5

[Rynchospora alba
,
Vahl . 2 5

,
extinct]

[Schoenus n igricans, L. 2 5 , extinct]
[Carex dioica, L . 2 5 , 3 , extinc t]

pulicaris, L . 1 3

disticha, H uds. 1 5 — 2 3 , 5 , 6

teretiuscu la, Good . 2 5

pan iculata, L . 1 5 — 3 , 6

vu lpina
,
L . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

muricata
,
L . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

divulsa
, Good. 1 3 , 2 5

stellulata, Good . 1 3
,
2 5

, 3
remota, L. 1 5 -3 , 6

curta, Good . 2 5
, Pulteney]

oval is
, Good . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

acu ta, L. 1 3 — 3 , 6

Go o den o w ii, J . Gay. 1 5 -2 3 , 6

flac ca, Schreb . 1 5 — 6

pilu lifera, L. 1 3 — 2 3 [3 , error]
verna

, Chaix . 1 5 — 2 3
,
6

pallescens, L. 1 5 — 2 3 , 6

pan icea, L . 1 5 — 3 , 6

pendula
,
H uds. 1 5

,
2 5 3

strigosa
,
H uds. 1 5 — 2 5 , 6

silvatica, H uds. 1 5 -3 , 6

laevigata, Sm . 1 3 , 2 5

bin ervis, Sm . 1 3 , 2 5 [3 , extinct]‘fulva,’ Good . 1 3 , 2 5 , 2 3 (probably all Horn
schuchiana, Bab.)

flava, L. (aggr .) 1 3 , 2 5 , 5
filifo rm is

,
L. 2 5 (extinct)]hirta, L. 1 5

Pseudo-cyperus, L. 1 5 , 2 5 , 3 , 6

acu tiformis
,
Eh rh . 1 5 -2 3

, 6 [3 ]
riparia, Curtis. 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6
rostrata, Stokes. 1 5 — 3
vesicaria, L. 1 5 — 2 3



BOTANY

MONOCOTYLEDONES (continued) MONOCOTYLEDONES (continued

Gnu /1 1 3 3 5 3 (continued GRAMI N EAE (continued )
[Bromus secalinus, L. Casual]

racemosus, L. i 1 5
, 2 5

°

[ 1 5 — 6]
c o mm utatus, Schrad . 2 5 [ 1 5 , 1 3 , 2 3 , 5 , 6]mollis, L . 1 5 -6.

b. glabratus
, Doell.

Brachypo dium gracile, Beauv. 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

pinnatum, Beauv. 1 5
,
2 3 —4, 6 GYMNOSPERMIA

b. pubescens, Syme. 2 3
, 4.

Lolium perenne
,
L. 1 5

CON’FER“

[var. italicum, Braun . Escape] [Taxus baccata, L. Plan ted]
Agropyron can inum, Beauv. 1 5 — 2 5 6 ‘Pinus silvestris, L. 2 5 [ 1 5 —6 . Plan ted]

CRYPTOGAMIA VASCULAR IA

PTER IDOPHYTA PTER IDOPHYTA (continued)
FILICES F 1 1. 1crzs (co ntinued)

Pteris aquilina, L. 1 5 -6 Ophioglossum vulgatum, L. 1 5 — 3 ,
Blechnum spican t, With . 1 5 — 2 3

, 6 Botrychium Lunaria, Sw. 1 5 — 2 3

Asplenium Adian tum-n igrum, L . [ 1 5 -2 5 , 6]
viride, H uds. 2 5 . Error] EQU ISETACEAE
Trichomanes, L. 1 3 — 2 3 [ 3 ]
Ru ta—muraria, L. 1 5 — 2 3 [ 3 , 6]

Athyrium Filix-fo em ina, Roth . 1 5 — 2 5 , 3 , 6‘Ceterach o ffic inarum
,
Willd . 2 5

Phylitis Scolopendrium, Greene . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

Cystopteris fragilis, Bernh . 1 5 — 1 3 . Extinct ?
Polystichum lobatum, Presl. 1 5 — 2 3

b. acu leatum, Syme. 1 5 — 2 3
,
6

angu lare
, Presl. 1 5 — 2 5 ] Ly c o ro ur5 c 13 5 3

straea Thelypteris
,
Presl . 3 . Extinct]

Oreopteris, Presl. 1 5 — 2 5

Filix-m as, Presl . 1 5 — 6

spinu losa
,
Presl . 1 5 — 2 3 6

dilatata
, Presl . 1 5 -3 , 6

Polypodium vulgare, L . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

[Osmunda regalis, L. 2 5 . Extinc t] Pilularia glo bulifera, L. 1 3

Equisetum maximum
,
Lam . 1 5

,
2 5 — 3 , 6

arvense
,
L. 1 5 — 6

silvaticum ,
L. 1 3 , 2 5

palustre, L. 1 3 , 2 3 [ 1 5 , 2 5 , 5 , 6]
limosum, Sm . 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

var. fluviatile (L) 1 3
,
2 3 , 6

hyemale
,
L . 1 3

, 2 5

[Lycopodium Selago, L . 2 5 . Extinct]
inundatum

,
L . 2 5 . Extinct]

clavatum, L . 2 5

MARSI LEACEAB

CRYPTOGAM IA CELLULAR IA

MUSCINEAE

M U SC I (M ones)

There are 5 67 spec ies and sub-spec ies of tru e m o sses in D ixon ’s 2nd edition H andbo ok of
BritisbMasses. Th e appended list con tains 2 1 7 Spec ies and sub-spec ies fou nd in L eic est ershire
and includes 3 5 additions to th e on e in th e Flo ra of 1 886. Not tin ghamshire has 207 kn own
spec ies and sub-spe cies, so t ha t as regards ‘native ’ flowering plan ts and mosses t h e num ber is
remarkably sim ilar

,
a differenc e num erica lly of 8 spec ies only . Lincolnsh ire is known to hav e

1 96 spe cies and sub-spec ies of mosses ; Northan ts 22 5 . Warwicksh ire is kn own to have som e
20 o r more spec ies than L eic est ersh ire ; possibly th is ex cess is due to more thorou gh search . D erby
shire is far richer in mosses

,
and has h ad m uch more at ten tion from bryologists than any of th e

o th er cou n ties men tion ed. There are Warnsto rfian spec ies of Sphagnum in Britain
, 9 in

Leicestersh ire
,
1 0 in Lin colnsh ire

,
1 1 in No t t inghamsh ire, 4 only in Northamp tonshire D erby

sh ire has m an y more
,
and fu rth er n ort h-westwards th ere are 30 in Lan cashire

,
a sim ilar n umber
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A H ISTO R Y u r L n l b n a l n n o n i rxn

bein g fou nd in northern En gland andWales, wh ere t he conditions are so much more favo urable fo r
th ese m oisture-loving peat-m osses.

[S
phagnum acu tifo lium ,

Eh rh . 1 5 , 2 5 , 1 3 (PI. L.

andfoam . Bot. Aug.

rubellum, Wils. 2 5 : Cbo rnwood Forest (j o urn.

Bot.

squarro sum , Pers. 2 5 : Wbitwtcb Ro ch ,
&c .,

Blo xam ]cuspidatum, Ehrh . 2 5 : Beacon H ill ; Blo xam ,

Mott.]
recurvum ,

R . andW.

var.
mucronatum, Warnst . 2 5 H igb

Sbo rpley SpringHill ; July, 1 906
m olluscum, Bruch . 2 5 SpringHill; Ju ly, 1 906
subsecundum ,

Limp. 2 5 Cbnrnwo od Heatb,

Ju ly, 1 906
rufescens, Warnst. 2 5 : SpringHill ; Cbo rnwo od

Heo tb ; July, 1 906
cym bifo lium ,

Warnst . 2 5 : Buddan Wo od; H igb

Sbarplcy SpringH ill ; Ju ly, 1 906

cym bifo lium ,
Ehrh . Frequen t. (Fl. L. and

7 0am . Bot.

Tetraph is pe llucida, H edw. 1 5 — 2 5

Catharinea undu lata, Web. andMohr. 1 5 — 3

Polytrichum nanum, Neck. 1 3
,
2 5

aloides, H edw. 1 5 — 2 5

urn igerum ,
L . 2 5

pil iferum, Schreb . 1 3 , 2 5

jun ipcrin um ,
Willd. 1 5 — 2 5

fo rm o sum ,
H edw. 1 3 — 2 3 , 5

commune, L. 1 5 — 2 3

Arch idium al tern ifolium, Sch im p. 1 3 , 2 5

Pleuridium axillare, Lindb. 1 3 , 2 5
,
6

subulatum , Rab. 1 5 — 2 5 , 6

al ternifolium, Rab. 1 3 , 2 5

Ditrichum h o m o m allum ,
H am pe. 1 3

flexicaule , Hampe. 1 5

Cerato do n purpureus, Brid. 1 5 — 6

Dich o do n tium pellu cidum , Sch im p. 1 5 -2 5

[Dicran o we isia crispu la, Lindb. [ 1 5 Blo xam ,
2 5

Co lem anJ]
cirrata

,
Lindb. 1 3 — 2 3

Dicranella h c tero m alla
,
Schim p. 1 5 -3 , 6

cerviculata
,
Schimp. 1 3 , 2 5 , 3

secunda
, Lindb. 1 5 , 1 3

rufescens
,
Sch imp. 2 5

varia, Sch imp. 1 5 — 2 3
,
6

Schreberi, Sch imp. 2 5

var. elata
,
Sch imp. 2 3

Campylo pus flexuo sus, Brid . 1 5 — 2 5

var. paradoxus, H usn . 2 5 ( 1 906)
0pyriformis, Brid. 1 3

, 2 5 , 2 3

Dicranum Bo njean i, De Not. 1 3 -2 3

scoparium, Hedw. 1 5 — 2 3
, 6

var. spadiceum ,
Boul . 2 5 ( 1 906)majus, Turn . 1 3 , 2 5

montanum, Hedw. 2 5

Leucobryum glaucum, Sch im p. 2 5 2 5 nr. H ind /e]Fissidens exilis, H edw. 1 3 — 2 3
, 6 2 3 . 6

viridulus
,
Wils. 1 5 — 3

pusil lus, Wils. 2 5 Braithw. 6
incurvas, Starke. 2 5

,
2 3

bryo ides, Hedw. 1 5 — 3 , 6
adianto ides

, H edw. 1 3 — 2 3

taxifo lius, H edw. 1 5 — 2 3
, 6

Grimm ia apo carpa, H edw. 1 5
, 2 5 , 2 3

var. rivularis, W. andM . 2 5

Grimmia pulvinata, Sm . 1 5 — 6

trich o phylla, Grev. 2 5

decipiens, Lindb. 1 3

commu tata, H ub. 2 5

Rh acomitrium aciculare, Brid . 1 3 , 2 5

pro tensum ,
Braun . 2 5

fasciculare , Brid . 2 5

h etero stichum , Brid. 1 3 , 2 5

lanugino sum , Brid . 2 5

canescens, Brid . 2 5

Ptych o m itrium po lyphyllum ,
Farm . 2 5

H edwigia ciliata, Eh rh . 2 5

Acaulon muticum, C.M. 1 3
, 2 5

Phascum cuspidatum, Schreb. 1 5 —4.

Po ttia bryo ides, Mit t. 1 5 — 2 3

truncatula, Lindb. 1 5 —4.
“in termedia, Flirnr. 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

m inutula, Farnr. 1 3 — 2 3

lanceolata
, C. M 1 5 — 2 5 , 2 3

Tortu la pusil la, Mit t. 1 3 — 2 3

lamel lata
, Lindb. 2 3

rigida, Schrad. 1 5 — 2 3 , 6

ambigua, Angstr. 1 5 , 2 5 , 2 3

aloides, De No t. 1 5 , 2 3

muralis, H edw. 1 5 — 6

var. rupestris, Wils. 2 5 , 2 3 , 4.

subulata
,
H edw. 1 5 — 2 3

‘
angustata, Wils. 2 3

mu tica, Lindb. 1 5 — 2 3 , 6

laevipila, Schwaeg. 1 5 — 6

in termed ia, Berk. 1 5 — 2 3

rural is, Ehrh . 1 5
,
2 5

,
2 3

, 6

papillosa, Wils. 2 3
, 6

Barbu la lurida, Lindb. 2 3

rubella, M it t. 1 5
,
2 5 , 2 3

t0phacea, Mitt. 1 3 — 2 3

fal lax
,
H edw. 1 5 — 2 3

var. brevifolia, Schultz. 2 3

cylindrica, Sch im p. 1 5
,
2 5 — 3 , 6‘

vinealis, Brid . 2 5 , 2 3 (P)
sinuosa, Braithw.

.

2 5
, 2 3

H o rnschuchiana
,
Schultz . 1 3

revolu ta, Brid . 2 5
, 2 3 , 6

convolu ta, H edw. 1 5 — 2 3

ungu iculata, H edw. 1 5 — 3 , 5 , 6

Lepto do ntium flexifo lium , H ampe ? 2 5 ?

Weisia crispa
,
Mit t. 1 5 — 2 3

var. aciculata
,
Braithw. 2 3

ro stellata, Lindb. 2 5

squarrosa, C. M. 1 3 — 2 3

m icro sto m a
, C. M . 1 3 — 2 5

viridu la, H edw. 1 5 — 2 3



Sprucei, Mon t . 1 3 , 2 3

stram ineum , H o rnsch . 2 3 ]
tenellum, Bruch. 2 3

pulchellum, Sm . 2 5

diaphanum , Schrad. 1 3 — 3 , 6

Schisto stega osmundacea, Mohr. 2 5 (Coleman)
Eph em erum serratum, H ampe. 1 5 , 2 5

Physco m itrella patens, B. St S. 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

Physcomitrium pyrifo rm e
, Brid . 1 3 —3 , 6

Funaria fascicularis, Schimp. 2 5

hygrometrica, L. 1 5 , 6

Aulacomn ium palustre, Schwaegr. 1 5 -2 5

andro gynum ,
Schwaegr. 1 5 — 3

Bartramia ithyphylla, Brid . 2 5 . Extinct
po m ifo rm is, H edw. 1 3 , 2 5

Ph ilo n o tis fon tana, Brid . 1 5 -2 3

Breutelia arcuata, Sch imp. 1 5 (Colem an)
Lepto bryum pyrifo rm e

, Wils. [ 1 5 — 2 3 , alien]
Webera nu tans, H edw. 1 5 — 2 3

anno tina, Schwaegr. 1 5 , 1 3

carn ea, Sch imp. 1 3— 3 , 6

albicans, Sch imp. 2 5 — 3 , 6

Bryum pendulum, Schimp. 1 5 4.

inclinatum , Bland . 1 5 — 2 5

pallens, Sw. 1 5
,
1 3 , 2 3

turbinatum , Schwaegr. 1 5 , Coleman]‘
bim um

,
Schreb . 1 5 — 2 3

in termedium, Brid . 2 5

caespiticum ,
L . 1 5 -2 3

capillare
,
L. 1 5 — 3

erythrocarpum, Schwaegr. 2 5

atropurpureum, W. and M . 1 3 , 2 3

murale, Wils. 2 3

alpinum, L. 2 5 (Blo xam )
argen teum, L. 1 5 — 3

var. lanatum, B. St S. 2 3

roseum, Schreb . 1 5 — 2 5 , 6

Mnium affine
,
Bland . 2 5

Belatum . 2 3 (Reader, 1 907 )
cuspidatum, H edw. 1 5 — 2 5

ro stratum ,
Schrad. 1 5 — 2 3

undulatum, L. 1 5 — 3 , 6

h o m um ,
L. 1 5 — 3

serratum, Schrad . 1 3

stellare, Reich . 1 3 (Coleman)
punctatum, L. 1 5 — 3

Fon tinalis antipyretica, L . 1 5 — 2 3

Gryphaea h etero malla
,
Mohr. 1 5 , 1 3 (Coleman), 2 3 ,

2 5
, 6

Neckera crispa, H edw. 2 5 (Pu l teney) .
Extinct
complanata, L. 1 5 — 2 3 , 6

pumila
,
H edw. 1 3 , 2 5

H o m alia trichomanoides, Brid. 1 5 — 3 , 6

Ptern phyllum lucens, Brid. 1 5 , 1 3 , 2 5

Leuco do n sc iuro ides, Schwaegr. 1 5 -2 3
, 6

Ptero go n ium gracile, Sw. 2 5 (Pu l teney)
An titrich ia curtipendula, Brid . 1 3 , 2 5

Po ro trichum alo pecurum , Mit t . 1 5 — 2 3 , 6

Leskea polycarpa, Ehrh . 1 5 — 2 3 , 6

An o m o do n viticulo sus, H . T. 1 5 — 2 5 , 6

H etero c ladium hetero pterum , B. 8c S. 2 5

Thu idium tam arisc inum , B. 8c S. 1 5 — 2 3

reco gnitum , Lindb. 2 5
,
2 3 , 6

Climacium dendroidea, L. 1 5 — 3
Pylaisia polyan tha, B. 8: S. 2 3

5
, J . F .

BOTANY

Cam pto thecium sericeum 1 5 — 6

lu tescens, B. 8: S. 1 5 — 2 3

Brachythecium glareo sum , B. 8: S. 2 5 , 2 3

albicans, B. 8: S. 1 3 — 2 3

salebro sum
, B. 8: S. 2 5

var. palustre, Sch imp. 1 3
,
2 5

,
2 3

rutabulum , B. 8: S. 1 5 -6
rivulare

, B. St S. 2 5
, 2 3

var. chrysophyllum
, Bagnall. 2 3

velutinum , B. S. 1 5 — 3
p0puleum , B. 8c 8 . 1 5 — 2 3

, 6

plum o sum
, B. 8: S. 1 3 , 2 5

caespitosum, Dixon . 2 5 , 2 3 , 6
purum, Dixon . 1 5 — 6

Eurhynch ium piliferum, B. St S. 1 5 — 3 , 6
speciosum

, Schim p.

praelo ngum , H o bk. 1 5 — 6
Swartz ii, H o bk. 2 5 , 2 3

tenellum, Milde. 5 , 6
myo suro ides, Sch im p. 1 3 — 2 3

myurum ,
D ixon . 1 5 — 2 5

, 3 , 6
striatum,

B. 8: S. 1 5 -2 3
, 6

striatulum , B. St S. 2 5 ]
rusc ifo rm e

, Milde. 1 5 — 3
murale, Milde. 1 3 — 2 3

, 6

confertum, Milde . 1 5 — 2 5

Plagio thec ium elegans, Sul l . 1 3 , 2 5

den ticu latum, B. St S. 1 5 — 3
silvaticum

, B. St S. 1 5 — 2 3

undu latum, B. St S. 1 5 — 2 5

Am blystegium serpen s
,
B. St S. 1 5 — 3

varium
, Lindb. 2 5

,
2 3

irriguum, B. St S. 2 5 , 2 3

filic inum
,
De No t. 1 5 — 2 3

,
6

var. Vallisclausae
,
Dixon . 2 5

Hypnum riparium , L . 1 3 — 2 3

po lygam um , Schimp. 2 5

stel latum
,
Schreb. 1 5 , 2 5 , 2 3

var. pro tensum , Rohl . 2 3

chrysophyllum
,
Brid . 1 5 — 2 3

aduncum
, H edw . 1 3 — 2 3

Group Kneifli i, Ren . 1 3 — 2 3

fluitan s, L. 1 5 — 2 3 .

var. falcatum,
Sch im p. 2 5 . 20 Ju ly, 1 906 .

‘
a very abnormal form Wheldon
lrl lit t.

exannulatum , Gumb .
var. stenOphyllo ides, Ren . 2 5 . 2 1 Ju ly

,

1 906 , teste J . A. Wheldon
commu tatum, H edw. 1 5

,
2 5

,
2 3

,
6

cupressifo rm e, L . 1 5 — 3
var. tectorum, Brid. 2 5

,
2 3

var. ericeto rum ,
B. St S. 1 3

var. resupinatum ,
Sch imp. 1 5 — 2 3

,
6

var. filifo rm e, Brid . 1 3 , 2 3 , 6

Patientiae, Lindb. 1 3 , 2 5

mol luscum, H edw. 1 5 — 2 3

palustre, H uds. 1 5 — 2 3

cord ifolium,
H edw. 1 5 — 2 3

cuspidatum,
L. 1 5 — 3 , 6

Schreberi, Willd . 1 5 — 2 5

Hylocomium splendens, B. St S. 1 5 — 2 3 , 6

breviro stre , B. 8: S. 1 3 , Blo xam 2 5

H ollings
lo reum , B. 8: S. 1 3

,
2 5

,
6

squarro sum , B. 8c S. 1 5 —4, 6

triquetrum, B. St S. 1 5 — 4, 6



Frullan ia Tam arisci, Dum o rt. 1 3 , 2 5

d ilatata, Dum o rt. 1 5 — 3

Lejeun ia serpyllifolia, Lib. 1 3 , 2 5

R adula complanata, Dum o rt. 1 5 — 3 , 6

Porella platyphylla, Dil l . 1 5 — 2 3 , 6

Blepharo z ia cil iaris, Dum o rt. 1 3 , 2 5

Lepido z ia reptans, Dum o rt. 1 3 , 2 5

setacea 1 3 , Blo xam .

Kan tia trich o m anis (Dicks ) . 1 5 -3

Sprengel ii (Mam ) . 1 3 , 2 5 (H orwood , 1 905 )
argu ta, Lindb. 2 5

Cephalo z ia bicuspidata, Dum o rt. 1 5 — 2 5

Scapan ia compacta, Dum o rt. 2 5

nemorosa
,
Dum o rt. 1 3 , 2 5

irrigua
,
Dum o rt. 2 5

undu lata, D um o rt. 1 5 , 1 3 , 2 5

D iplo phyllum albicans, Dum o rt. 1 3
,
2 5

LOph o co lea biden tata, Dum o rt. 1 5 — 3 , 6

cuspidata, Lim pr. 2 5

heterophylla
,
Dum o rt. 1 5 — 3 , 6

Ch ilo scyphus po lyanth o s, Dum o rt. 1 3
,
2 3

,
6

Mylia anomala
,
Gray. 2 5

Plagiochila asplen io ides, Dum o rt. 1 5 — 2 3

Jungerm ania inflata, H uds. 1 5 , 2 5

sphaero carpa, Hook . 2 5 . Oakley Wo od (F. T.

Mott
,
1 89 8)

Flo crkii, Web. 8c Mohr. 1 3 , 2 5

C H A R A C E A E

CHAREAB CH5 3 3 5 3 — continued

Chara vulgaris, L. 1 3 — 2 3 Chara fragilis, Desv. 1 3 — 2 3

var. lo ngibrac teata, Kilt: N
var. papillata, Wallr.

” ELLE“!

hispida
,
L. 1 5 , 1 3 Nitella opaca, Agard. 1 3 — 3

A L G A E

In th e Flo ra ofLeicestersbire, 1 886, Mr. F . Bates published a m ost valuable a ccou n t of th e Fresh
Wa ter Algae

,
several of th e spec ies bein g n ew to sc ien ce . The follow in g list of spec ies is

a rranged in th e order of G . F . W est’s Br itisb Fresh Wa ter Algae. D ou btfu l forms are om it ted
,
and

those with in squ are brackets requ ire confirmat ion .
A few addit ions, in cludin g diatoms, hav e been nam ed by Mr. Wm . West

,
to whom th e writer

is mu ch indeb ted.

RHODOPHYCEAE CHLOROPHYCEAE (continued)

gracilis, Scheich. 1 3 , 2 5

incisa, Schrad. 1 3

bicrenata, Schmid . 1 3 , 2 5

ven tricosa, Dicks. 1 3
,
2 5

crenu lata, Sm . 1 3 , 2 5

gracillim a, Sm . 2 5

Nardia scalaris, G ray. 1 3 , 2 5

emarginata
, Gray. 2 5

Fo sso m bro n ia pusil la, Dum o rt. 1 5 — 2 5 , 6

Blasia pusilla
,
L. 2 5

Bellia epiphylla, Corda. 1 5 — 3
calyc ina, Nees. 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

Aneura m ultifida, D
'

um o rt. 1 3 — 2 3

pingu is, Dum o rt. 1 5 — 2

Metzgeria furcata, Dum o rt. 1 5 — 3 , 6

Marchan tia polymorpha, L. 1 3 — 2 3

Conocephalus c o n icus
,
Dum o rt. 1 5 -3 , 5 , 6

Rebou l ia hemispherica
,
Radd i. 1 5 [2 5 , Pulteney]

Lunu laria cruciata, D um o rt. 2 5
,
2 3

, 6

[Dum o rtiera hirsu ta (Sw.) 2 5 , error]
[Sphaerocarpus terrestris, M ich . 1 3 ]
Riccia glauca

,
L . 1 5 — 2 5

crystal lina
,
L. 2 5 (F. T . Mot t

,
August 1 894)

Ricciella fluitans 1 5 (F .T.Mot t) . 1 3 (Coleman)
Riccio carpus natans 2 5 (F. T. Mot t)
An thoceros punc tatus, L . 1 3

, Blo xam 2 5 , Pulteney



BOTANY

(Wittr.)

o elandicum ,
Wittr. (Fl. L . p. 3 1 2)

Bernardense, Bates. (Fl. L. p . 3 1 3 )
Bu lbochaete mirabilis, Wittr.

Coleochaete scu tata, Breb .
H erpo steiro n co nfervico la, Nag.

Ulothrix mon iliform is, Kiltz.
zonata (Web et Kutz.
subtilis (Kutz) 2 5

, SpringHill, 1 906

var. variabilis (Kiltz.)
var. tenerrim a 2 5 , Cbarnwo od

Heatb ; Spring Hill ; 1 3 , Mo ira , 1 906,
K. St K . M . Fisher

tenu is (Kutz .)
moniliformis (Kutz .)
zonata (Web. et M .)

Chaetophora pisiformis (Roth .)
tuberculosa (Roth .)
elegans (Roth .)
incrassata H azen

Myxo nem a nanum (Dillw.)
fastigiatum (Kata )
tenue (Ag.)

Draparnaudia glomerata (V Ag. (Draparnaldia)
plumosa Ag.

Micro tham n io n striatissim um ,
Rabenh .

Kutz ingianum ,
Nag.

Tren tepohlia aurea Mart.
M o n o stro m a bu l losa Wittr.

En teromorpha in testinalis (L.)
Prasio la parietina Wille. (Fl. L. 3 1 5 )

2 5 , Temple Hill ; 1 906

crispa (Fl. L.

Microspora vu lgaris, Rabenh .

fugac issim a (Roth .)
Rh iz o clo n ium h iero glyph icum , Kiltz.
Cladophora criSpata (Roth .)

fi'ac ta, Kutz.
glomerata Kutz .
ucheria sessilis DC.

aversa, H ass.

geminata DC. (Bates in F1. L.

D iv. 2 3 , Sea/ford Dybe, April , 1 90 3
terrestris, Lyngb.

Mougeotiagenuflexa (Dillw.)
numm ulo ides, Hass.

parvula, H aas.

viridis (Kutz .)
Zygnema cruciatum (Vauch .)

Vaucherii, Ag.

ericeto rum 1 1 5
,
H igb Sbafpley, &c . , 1 8 86

(Bates), abundan t 1 906
Spirogyra tenu issim a (Hass. )

inflata (Vauch .)
Weberi

,
Kfitz .

insign is (H ass.)
gracilis (Haas )

var. flavescens (Hm )
commun is (Hass.)
po rticalis (Vau ch .)
condensata (Vauch .)
velata, No rdst.

calo spo ra, Cleve
n itida (Dillw.)

Go nato zygo n Ralfsu , De Bary

CHLOROPHYCEAE (continued)
Spiro taenia condensata, Breb.
Meso taen ium m irificum

, Arch.
m acro co ccum (Kil tz.)
vio lascens

, De Bary
Endlicherianum

, Nag.

Cylindro cystis Brebisso nii, Menegh . (Bates in F1. L.

p . 3 3 5 , Cbarnwo od Heatb Spring
H ill, 1 906

crassa, De Bary
Netrium D igitus I tz igsh and Rothe
Pen ium Navicula, Breb.
Closterium m acilentum

,
Bréb.

angustum , H antsch

Jenneri, Ralfs
Venus, Katz.
Le ible inii, Kutz .
m o n iliferum (Bory)
Ehrenlerghii, Men egh .

acero sum (Schran k)
Lunula (Mu ller) . 2 5 (Bates in Fl. L. p. 3 3 3
( 1 8 86) 3 , Mutto n Go rte, April, 1 903

Cornu, Eh renb.

acicu lare, Tufl
'

en ‘West
costatum, Corda
strio latum ,

Eh renb.

in termedium
,
Ralfs

l ineatum
,
Ehrenb.

junc idum , Ralfs
pronoun , Breb.
acu tum (Lyngb.)
Kfltz ingii, Breb.
ro stratum ,

Ehrenb.

setaceum , Ehrenb.

Pleuro taen ium Eh re nbergu (Breb .)
Trabecu la 1 3 , Mo ira, 1 906 ; K. St

K. M . Fisher
truncatum (Breb.)

Tetm em o rus Bré bisso nn (Menegh .)
granulatus (Bré b.)
laevis (Kiltz .)

Euastrum oblongum (Grev.)
didelta (Turp . )
ansatum , Ralfs
elegans (Bré b . ) and forma declivis, R einsch .
binale (Turp.)

Micrasterias rota ta
denticulata, Breb .

Co sm arium calcareum ,
Wittr.

m elano spo rum ,
Archer

Cucumis, Corda
co elatum , Ralfs
ornatum, Ralfs
reniforme (3 3 13 )
m argaritiferum

undulatum, Corda
bio culatum ,

Breb.
Corbula, Breb .

Turpin ii, Bréb.

Kjelm anii
,
Wille

punctulatum, Breb
humile (Gay)

var. substriatum (Nordet) . 1 3 ,Mo ira, 1 906,
K. Fisher

Bo eckii, Wil le (Bates in Fl. L. p . 3 29
Uluem '

nyi , 1 906
n itidulum , De Not.
notabile, Breb.



A HISTORY OF LEICESTERSH IRE

CHLOROPHYCEAE (continued ) BACILLARIEAE (continued)

Co sm arium tetrao phthalm um (Kut2 .)
Botrytis (Bory) . 1 3 , 2 5 (common)
o ch th o des, No rdst.

subspecio sum , No rdst.

biretum ,
Bréb.

crenatum, Ralfs
abruptum ,

Lund .
pygm aeum , Arch .
Menegh in ii, Breb. Bates in Fl. L.

Ulr/ertcrofi, 1 906

laeve, Rabenh . Mo ira ; SpringH ill ; 1 906

var. septen trionale, Wil le. Bates in Fl. L.

( 1 8 86)
Staurastrum mucronatum, Ralfs

Dickic i, Ralfs
Avicu la, Breb.
d ispar

,
Bréb.

Brebisso n ii, Archer
fu rcatum (Ehrenb.)
h irsu tum (Eh renb.)
orbicu lare (Ehrenb.)
margaritaceum (Eh renb. )

Arth ro desm us co nvergcns, Ehrenb.

Spaero z o sm a excavatum , Ralfs
Hyalo theca dissiliens (Sm .)
Sphaerel la lacustris (Girod), Wittr.
Gon ium pectorale

, (Mull )
Pandorina morum (Mull .)
Eudorina elegans

,
Eh renb.

Volvox glo bato r (L .)
Charac ium o rnith o cephalurn , A. Br.

Pleurococcus vu lgaris
,
Men egh .

angulo sus (Corda)]
Uro co cc us insign is Kutz. 2 5 , SpringH ill, 1 906
Pediastrum Bo ryanum (Tu rp .)

var. granulatum (Kutz.)
duplex

, Meyen
tetras (Ehrenb. )

Coelastrum m icro po rum ,
Nag.

Scenedesmus an tennatus, Breb.
obl iquus (Turp .)

Ankistro desm us falcatus (Corda) , Ralfs
Neph ro cytium Agardh ianum ,

Nag. (inclus. N. Nagelii)
Erem o sphaera viridis, De Bary. Bates in F1. L .

p . 300 Cbarnwo od Heatb, 1 906

Tetraedron regulate , Kutz .
enorme (Ralfs) MYXOPHYCEAE

Palmel la mucosa, Katz.
Schiz o chlamys gelatinosa, A. Br.

Te traspo ra gelatinosa (Vauch .)
lubrica (Roth .)

Apio cystis Braun iana, N

[Palm o dictyo n viride, Kutz.

HETEROKONTAE
Misch o co ccus co nfervico la, Nag.

Chlo ro bo trys regularis (West) , Bohlin . 2 5 , Spring
H ill, 1 906

Tribonema bombycina Derb . 8c So l.
Botrydium granulatum Grev.

M terrestris
,

Diatoma vulgare, Bory. 2 5 SpringH ill, 1 906
Fragilaria capucina, Desm az . 2 5 Ulr/ errcroft, 1 906

F 0

Synedra Ulna (Nitz sch ) . 2 5 Grace Dieu, 1 906

Cerato n e is Arcus (Ehrenb.) Eun o tia Arcus
,
W.

Sm .) var. minor, V .H . 1 3 : Mo ira
, 1 906,

K. St K. M. Fisher
Eun o tia major (W.

SpringH ill, 1 906

lunaris 2 5 Cbarnwo od Heatb Spring
H ill. 1 906 . 3 Muston

, April, 1 903
gracilis 2 5 Cbarnwo odHeatb Spring
H ill, 1 906

Achnanthes parvula, Kiltz . 2 5 : SpringHill, 1 906
exilis

, Kiltz. 2 5 Grace D ieu Cbarnwo odHeatb

Ulr/ertcrofl , 1 906 . 2 3 Scafird Dybe, 1 90 3microcephala 2 5 : SpringHill, 1 906
Co cc o neis Pediculus

,
Ehrenb. 3 Croxto n Kerrial

,

1 906

Placentula, Ehrenb. 2 5 : Ulr/errcrofi, 1 906

Navicula major, Kutz. 2 5 Cbarnwo od Heatb, 1 906

viridis, Kfitz . 2 5 Grace D ieu SpringH ill, 1 906lata, Bréb. 2 5 Cbarnwo od Heatb, 1 906

Brébiso n ii
, Kutz. 2 5 Cbarnwo od Heatb, 1 906

m eso lepta, Ehrenb. 2 5 : Cbarnwo odHeatb, 1 906

Spring Hill, 1 906 . 3 : Mutton Gon e, April,
1 903

dicephala, Ehrenb. 1 5 Breedo n Cloud Wood,
April, 1 903

exilis 1 5 Breedon Cloud Wo od, April,
1 903 1 3 Mo ira, 1 906 , K. St K. M. Fisher.

2 5 Grace D ieu, 1 906

Amph isbo em a
, Bory. 2 5 Ulo errcroft, 1 906

Go m ph o nem a acuminatum, Eh renb. 2 5 Cbarnwo od

Heatb, 1 906

in tricatum, Katz. 2 3 Scaljbrd Dybe, April, 1 903
o livaceum 1 3 Mo ira, 1 906, K. 8:

K . M . Fisher
Epith em ia Sorex, Kutz . 2 5 Ulaerrcrofi

‘
, 1 906

Nitzschia obtusa, W. Sm . 1 3 : Mo ira, 1 906 , K. St

K. M . Fisher
Palea 1 3 : Mo ira

, 1 906, K. St K. M .

Fisher. 2 5 : Ulverrcrofi, 1 906

Surirella oval is, Breb . var. pinnata (W.

Mo ira, 1 906 , K . St K. M. Fisher

To lypo thrix lanata (Desv.)
Nostoc m usco rum , Ag.

coeru leum
,
Lyngb.

verrucosum
,
Vauch .

sphaericum , Vauch .
Anabaena FIo s-aquae (Lyngb.)

o scillario des
, Bory

Sm ith u (Thw.)
Thwaitesii (Ralfl)
n itellico la

,
Bates in Fl. L. p . 3 3 0

Aphanizomenon Flo s-aquae (L .)
Cylindro sperm um stagnale (Kutzmaj us, Kutz.
[Micro c o leus ch th o n o plastcs, Thuret. and

Desm az .]
Lyngbya o ch racea (Kutz .)
Ph o rm idium inundatum

, Kutz.
Retzii (Ag.)

Oscillatoria limosa
, Ag.
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A HISTORY

Parmel ia caperata, Ach . 1 5 — 3

co nspersa, Ach . 1 3 , 2 5

var. stenophylla, Ach . 1 3

Mougeotii, Schaer. 2 5

incurva, Fr. 2 5 (Blo xam )]
acetabu lum,

D ub. 1 3 , 6

exasperata, Nyl. 2 5 , 2 3 , 6

subaurifera, Nyl. 1 3

fuligino sa, Nyl. 2 5 , 2 3 , 6

physo des, Ach . 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

f labro sa, Ach . 1 3— 2 3

var. platyphylla, 1 5 , 1 3 , 2 3

olivacea, Ach . error]
prolixa, Nyi. 2 5 (Blo xam )

Parm elio psis ambigua, Nyl. 1 3

Stic tina silvatica, Nyl. 1 3

Lo barina scro biculata, Nyl. 1 3 , 2 5

Lobaria pulmonaria, Hoffm. 1 3
,
2 5

R icaso lia laetevirens, Leight . 1 3 , 2 5

l’eltigera can ina, H o fim . 1 5 — 3

rufescens, H o fi
'

m . 1 5 , 1 3 , 2 5 (forma, F.T. Mot t)
spuria, Ach . 2 5

po lydac tyla, Hoffm . 1 5
,
2 5 , 2 3 , 5 , 6

horizon tal is
,
H o fiin . 1 3 , 2 5

Physcia parietina, Dc No t. 1 5 -6

j: c inerascen s, Leight. 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

var. au reola, Nyi . 1 3

polycarpa, Nyl. 1 3 — 2 3

lychnea, Nyl. 2 5
,
2 3 , 6 (Reader)

cil iaris, DC . 2 5 , 2 3 , 6

pu lveru len ta, Nyl. 1 3 — 2 3 , 6
‘
pityrea, Nyl. 1 5 (Blo xam ), 2 3
stellaris, Nyl. 1 13— 2 3 , 6

-'tenella
, Nyl. 1 3 — 2 3

,
6

aipo lia, Nyl. 2 3

var. cereidia, Nyl. 1 3

astroides
,
Nyl. 1 3 (Blo xam )

obscura, Nyl. 1 3
,
2 5 (Blo xam ) , 2 3 , 6

u lothrix, Nyl. 1 3

adglutinata, Nyl. 1 3 (Blo xam ) , 2 3
Umbil icaria pustulata, H o fi

'

m . 2 5

Gyrophora polyphyl la, Turn . and Borr . 2 5

flo cc ulo sa
,
Turn . and Borr. 2 5

Pannularia, n igra, Nyl. 1 5 . 2 3

Lepro lo m a lanugin o sum , Nyl. 1 3

Lecanora saxicola, Ach . 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

m u ro rum , Ach . 2 5 , 2 3 , 6

dissidens
,
Nyl. 1 3

vitel lina, Ach . 2 5
, 2 3

citrina, Ach . 1 3 -2 3

auran tiaca
, Nyl. 1 3 — 2 3

'
erythrella, Nyl. B. inalpina, Nyl. 1 3 (Leighton)]ferruginea, Nyl. 2 5

pyracea, Nyl. 1 3

lu teo-alba, Nyl. 1 3 , 2 3

so pho des, Ach . 1 3 (Blo xam ) , 2 5
ro bo ris

, Nyl. 2 5

circinata, Ach . 1 3

subfusca, Nyl. 2 5 , 2 3 , 5 , 6

galactina, Ach . 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

allo phana, Nyl. 1 3 — 2 3

parisiensis, Nyl. 1 3

rugosa, Nyl. 2 3

—
°
chlaro na, Nyi. 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

Bgeographica, Nyl. 2 5

albe l la, Ach . (Blo xam )]
angu losa, Ach . 2 3

glaucoma, Ach . 1 3
,
2 5

su lphurea, Ach . 1 3 , 2 5

varia, Ach . 1 3 , 2 5 , 2 3 , 6

B po lytro pa, Schaer. 2 5

c o n iz ea, Ach . 1 3

expallens, Ach . 1 3 , 2 5

var. lutescens, Nyl. 1 3

symm icta, Ach . 1 3 (Blo xam )
atra

,
Ach . 2 5 , 2 3

eEusa, Ach . 1 3

erysibe, Nyl. 2 3

badia, Ach . 1 3
,
2 5

rhypariz a, Nyl. 1 3

parella, Ach . 1 3

tartarea (Ln) 2 5

gibbosa, Nyl. 2 5 , 2 3

cal carea, Somm . 1 5

glauc o carpa, Ach . 2 3

lacustris, Fr. 2 5 (Blo xam )
squam ulo sa, Nyi. 1 3 , 2 5 (Blo xam )]
fuscata, Nyl. 2 5

Pertusaria m ultipuncta, Nyi. 1 3

glo bulifera, Nyl. 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

velata
,
Nyl. 1 3

,
2 5 (forma)

commun is, DC. 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

melaleuca, Dub. 1 3

pustulata, Nyl. 1 3 (Blo xam )
Wulfen ii, DC. 2 5

le i0placa, Schaer. 1 3

amara, Nyl. 1 5 — 3 , 6

Phlyc tis agelaea, Ko rb. 2 5 (Blo xam ) , 2 3 , 5 (Read er)
argena, Kb rb. 1 12-2 3

Thelo trem a lepadinum , Ach . 1 3 [2 5 ]
Urceo laria scrupo sa, Ach . 1 3 [2 5 ]
Lecidea o streata 1 3 , 2 3

lu cida, Ach . 2 5 (Blo xam ) , 2 3
flaxuo sa (FL ) . 1 3

var. aeruginosa (Born ) , (Blo xam in Leighton ,

conglomerata, Fr. 1 3 (Blo xam in Leighton , L . F .)
decolorans, Fldrk. 1 3 (Power) , 2 5 (Blo xam )
vernalis 2 5 (Blo xam )
quernea (Dicks.) Frequen t .’ (Blo xam ) 2 5 , 2 3
parasem a 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

var. elae o chro m a
,
Ach . 1 3 (Blo xam in

Leighton
,
L. F.)

uliginosa (Schrad .) 2 5

var. fuliginea 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

coarctata 2 5 (Blo xam ), 2 3
tenebrosa 2 5

lapicida, Fr . Frequen t ’ (Blo xam ) 2 3 ]
fusco-atra, Ach . (Pu l teney, Blo xam ) 2 5

var. fumosa, Ach . 1 3 (Power)
con tigua, Fr. f leprosa, Leighton , 1 3 (Blo xam

in Leighton, L. F .)
co nfluens ‘Frequen t ’ (Blo xam ) 1 3 ]
canescens 2 5 (Blo xam , Reader), 1 3 , 2 3 , 6
verruculosa, Borr. 1 3 (Power)]
myrio carpa 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

var. pinicola, Ach . 1 3 , 2 5

grossa (Pers.) 1 3

Ligh tfo o tii 1 3 (Blo xam )]
tricolor 1 3 , 2 3

anomala (FL ) . 1 3

cyrtella, Ach . 1 3

lutea 1 3

diluta 1 3

carado censis, Leight. 1 3



m usco rum 2 5 , 2 3

var. fuscella, Fr. 1 3

var. caesio -pruinosa, Mudd . 1 3

geo graphica 1 3 , 2 5

[fl atro-virens 1 3 (Power)]
petraea 1 3 (Power) , 2 5
parasitica (FlOrk) . 1 3

Opegrapha h erpetica, Ach . 1 3-2 3

j: rufesc ens, Pers. 1 3

atra, Pers. 1 3 , 2 5 , 6

varia
,
Pers. Frequen t ’ (Blo xam ) 1 3 , 6
f: rim alis 1 3

vulgata, Ach . 1 3 , 2 3

var. sten o carpa, Ach . 1 3

lyncea 1 5 (Blo xam ) , 1 3 (Power) , 2 5

(Blo xam )
viridis, Pers.

var. taxico la, Leighton . 1 3

Stigm atidium crassum , Dub. 1 3

Arth o nia lu rida, Ach . 1 3

spadicea
, Leight . 1 3

punctifo rm is, Ach . 1 3 (Blo xam )
astro idea, Ach . Frequen t ’ (Blo xam ) 1 3 — 2 3 , 6
epipasta, Ach . Frequen t (Blo xam )
Swartz iana, Ach . 1 3 (Pulteney), 6
cinnabarina (Wall.)

F U N G I
Tbe Leicestersbire Flo ra of 1 886 con tain s 445 numbered spec ies of fun gi, of th ese 2 99 are

H ymen omy c etes, 1 4 are Gastromy cetes
, 74 are Asc omy ce tes

,
t h e remain in g 5 8 belon g to U redin eae

,

U st ilagin eae
,
Phycomyc et es

,
Hyphomycet es,10 and t h e c lassMy c etozoa. The R ev. A . Blo xam con

t ribu tedalmost all th e rec o rds
,
ch iefly from the imm ediat e n eighbou rhood ofTwycross ;1 1 when th e oth er

parts of t h e cou n ty have been worked th e list w ill be enlarged c onsiderably
,
espec ially in t h e U redin eae

and U st ilagin eae. Som e very rare Hym enomycetes and D iscomy cetes were fou nd by Mr. Blo xam

as follows — Cypella Bloxam i,M erulius serpens, Po lystictus birsutus, Hydnum a rgutum ,
Pblebia radia ta

,

No lanea Babingto nii, M o llisia m icr om etro
,
Lacbnella Berl e/etc

,
and Pbacidium R ubi at Twy cross .

Ga lleria aurico lo r
,
D ermatea livida

,
Pa tel/a ria livida

,
and P. pa llida at Go psall most of t h ese and

t h e follow ing are still believed to be v ery rare fun gi — Geaster mamm o sus
,
G. rufescenr (Berkeley),

G. bygrom etricus (Rev. Church ill Bab in g ton), Clava ria co nto rta
,
Grace D ieu (Mot t), G. ro sea (Babin g

ton), Psilopez ia Babingto nii, Grac e D ieu Wood (Bab in g ton), andM erulius pa l/ens. A few of t hese
hav e been fou nd in o th er plac es sin ce Blo xam ’

s t im e. There are so m e addit ions to t h e 1 886 list .

BASIDIOMYCETAE GA S TR 0M TC E TA E (con tinued)
GA S TR 0M 7 0E TA E

Lycoperdon bovista, L.

gem inatum , Batsch .
vern ico sus, DC. caelatum , Bu l l

perlatum , Pers.
Geaster m amm o sus, Chev.

rufescens, Pers.
hygro m etricus, Pers.

so ph istica, Nyl. 2 5

var. flexu o sa, Leight. 1 3

var. divaricata
,
Leight . 1 3

var. pu l verulen ta 1 5
, 1 3

Endo carpo n rufescens, Ach . 2 5

fiuviatile, DC. 2 5 (Blo xam ) ( i)
h epaticum , Ach . 1 5 (Blo xam ), 2 5 (F. Bates)

Verrucaria epigaea 1 3

laevata, Ach . var. n igrata, Leight . 2 5

n igrescens 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

glaucina 2 3

m acro sto m a (Dufi) . 1 3 — 2 3

viridula 1 5 — 2 3

hym eno go n ia, Nyl. 6

rupestris
,
Schrad . 1 3 — 2 3 , 6

var. mural is, Ach . 1 5
,
6

epidermidis
, Ach . Frequen t ’ (Blo xam ) 1 3 , 6

immersa
,
Leight. 1 5 (Blo xam )

cinerea 2 5 (Blo xam )
pun ctifo rm is, Ach . Frequen t ’ (Blo xam ) 2 5
bifo rm is

,
Borr. 1 3

chlo ro tica (Ach ) . Frequen t ’
var. co do n o idea

,
Le ight . .2 5

n i tida 1 3

olivacea
, Borr. 1 3

umbrina, Wahlenb. 2 5 (Blo xam )]
clo pim a

,
Wahl enb . 2 5 (Blo xam )]

Strigu la Babingto n ii, Berk. 1 3



co rallo ides, L.

cristata, H o
lm sk.

rugosa, Bu l l .
fusiformis, So w.

inaequalis, Flor. Dan .

fragilis, H o lm sk.

rosea, Fr.

con torta, H o lm sk.

Typhula erythro pus, Fr.

THELEPHOREAE

Thelephora terrestris, Ehrh .

lacin iata, Pers.

arida, Fr.

Con iophora puteana, Mass.

Pen io pho ra qu ercina, Cooke
gigan tea

,
Mass.

Cyphella Blo xam i, B. and Ph il l .
m usc igena, Fr.

Stereum h irsu tum ,
Fr.

purpureum, Pers.

sanguin o len tum ,
Fr.

spadiceum ,
Fr.

rugosum,
Fr.

Ii NEAE

Hydnum auriscalpium,
L.

membranaceum, Bu ll.
argu tum , Fr.

Radulum orbiculare, Fr.

querc inum ,
Fr.

Phlebia radiata, Fr.

Grandinia granu losa, Fr.

Pom pom“
Merulius serpens, Tode

pallens, Berk.

lachrym ans
,
Fr.

Daedalea co nfrago sa, Pers.
un icolor, Fr.

Trametes suaveolens, Fr.

Poria vaporaria, Fr.

purpurea, Fr. (Mrs. Foord-Kelcey)



BOTANY

multiformis, Fr.

calo c hro us, Fr.

purpurascens, Fr.
prasinus, Fr.

Crepido tus mollis, Schaeff.
Tubaria furfuracea, Pers.

F lammula flavida, Schaefl.

len ta
, Pers.

Galera hypn o rum ,
Batsch .

Nauco ria cucumis, Pers.
horizon talis, Bull.
semiorbicularis, Bu l l .

H ebeloma crustulin ifo rm e, Bull.
Inocybe ge o phylla, Fr.

Bo lbitius Bo lto n ii, Fr.

fragilis, Fr.

Pholiota squarrosa, Mull.
adiposa, Fr.
spec tabilis, Fr.

mu tabilis, Schaefi'.
Claudo pus variabil is, Pers.

Clit0pilus prunulus, Scop.
o rcella, Bull.

Lepto n ia lampro po da, Fr.

No lanea pascua, Pers.

Babingto nii, Blox .
En toloma sinuatum,

Fr.

Bloxamii, B. and Br.

jubatum , Fr.

rh o dOpo lium , Fr.

sericeum , Fr.

Plu teus um bro sus, Pers.
cervinus, Schaefi

'

.

nanus, Pers.
Lenzites betulina, Fr.

Schizophyllum commune, Fr.

Panus to rulo sus, Fr.

Len tinus lepideus, Fr.

Can tharel lus c ibarius, Fr.

auran tiacus, Fr .

tubaefo rm is, Fr.

Hygrophorus Co lem ann ianus, Blox.
laetus, Fr.

ceraceus, Wu lf.
coccineus, Sch aeffl
puniceus, Fr.

co n icus, Fr.

chlo ro phanus, Fr.

psittacinus, Schaefi.

pratensis, Fr.

virgineus, Wu lf.
n iveus

,
Fr.

cossus, So w.

hypo th ejus, Fr.

eberneus, Bull .
Pl eurotus septicus, Fr.

applicatus, Batsch .
firnbriatus, Bolt.
o streatus, Jacq . (Mrs. Foord-Kelcey,

Omphalia sphagn ico la, Berk
umbellifera (L.)

HTMENOMTCET/I E (con tinued)
A05 3 1c 1 3 3 5 3 (continued )

Omphal ia integrella, Pers.

pyxidata, Bull.
Clitocybe nebularis

,
Batsch .

cerussata, Fr.

candicans, Fr .

gigan tea
,
So w.

ino m ata, So w.

pithyo ph ilus, Fr.

infundibuliformis
,
Schaeif.

geo tro pa, Bull.
flaccida, So w.

cyath ifo rm is, Bull.
brum alis, Fr.

dito pa, Fr.

fragrans
,
So w.

Laccaria laccata
,
Scop .

Lactarius to rm ino sus, Schaeff.
cilicio ides

,
Fr.]

turpis, Fr.

insulsus
,
Fr.

blenn ius, Fr.

pyro galus, Bull.
chryso rrheus, Fr.

plum beus, Fr .]
piperatus, Fr.

vellereus
, Fr.

del iciosus, Fr.
qu ietus, Fr.

glyc io sm us
,
Fr.

fuligin o sus, Fr.

vo lem us
, Fr.

serifluus, Fr.

m itissim us, Fr.

subdulcis
,
Fr.

camphoratus
,
Fr.

Ru ssu la alutacea, Fr.

n itida
, Fr.

n igricans, Fr.

adusta, Fr.

heterophylla
, Fr.

virescens
,
Fr.

vesca, Fr.

depallens, Fr.

cyano xantha, Schaeff.

fe llea
, Fr.

rubra, Fr.

ochroleuca , Fr.
citrina

,
Fr.

emetica
,
Fr.

fragilis, Fr.

Mycena vulgaris, Pers.
tenerrim a, Berk.

epipterygia, Scop .
leuco gala, Cooke
galo po da, Fr.

sangu inolen ta, A. 8: S.

iris, Berk.

filo pes, Bull.
leptocephalus, Pers.
alca l ina, Fr.

vitrea, Fr.

galericu lata, Scop .
po lygram m a

, Bull.
flavo —alba, Fr.

elegans, Pers.]
pura

,
Pers.



A HISTOR Y

HTMENOMYCETAE (con tinued)
A05 3 1 cm a5 3 (continued )

C ol lybia radicata, Relh .

platyphylla, Fr.

fusipes, Bu ll .macu lata, A. 8: S.

butyracea, Bull.
velutipes, Fr.

Co nflu ens, Pers.
dryo ph ila, Bull.
clava, L.

caulic inalis, Bu l l. (A. stipitarius,
Marasmius pero natus, Fr.

urens, Fr.

oreades, Fr.
Vail lan tii, Fr.]
rotu la, Fr.

andro saceus, Fr.

foetidus, Fr.

Tricholoma fucatum,
Fr.

equestre
,
L .]

co lo ssum ,
Fr.]

io n ides, Bu ll .
fiavo -brun neum ,

Fr.

rutilans
,
Schacff.

co lum betta, Fr.

vaccinum
,
Fr.

im bricatum , Fr.

sapo naceum ,
Fr.

perso natum , Fr.

nudum , Bu ll .
gam bo sum ,

Fr.

humil e, Fr.
brevipes

, Bu ll .
gramm o po dium , Bu ll.
subpulverulcntum ,

Pers.
scjunctum , So w.

Armil laria mellea
,
Vahl.

mucida, Schrad .
ram entacea

, Bu l l .
Lepiota procera Fr.

racho des, Vitt .
exco riata, Schaeff.

clypeo laria, Bu ll .
cristata, A. St S.

carcharias, Pers.
granulosa

, Batsch .
Aman itopsis vaginata, Roze.
Aman ita verna

, Bu l l .
phal loides, Fr.

mappa, Fr.

pantherina, Fr.

muscaria Fr.

rubescens, Fr.

asper, Fr.

ASCOMYCETAE

D isco mxca'r 5 3

Pvaauo mvcz n n

Peziza vesicu losa, Bull.
reticu lata, Grev. Welby

' to Melton Mowbray,
1 4April, 1 90 3
Browniana, Blox . Twycrorr. Position doubtfu l,’
see Phillips’ Discomycetes, 408

Otidea auran tia Mass.

H umatia granulata Sacc .

Psilo pez ia Babingto nii, Berk.

Hym en o scyph a calyculus (So w . )
Belo nidium minu tissimum Phill. on H el

m inth o spo ria

Mo llisia cinerea Karst.
m icro m etra, B. 8c Br.

trifo lii (Bernh .)
H elotium ferrugineum (Schum.)

pino des, B. 8c Br.]
m icro spila, B. 8c Br.]

Dasyscypha virginea (Batsch .)
calyc ina 3 , Ling: Cover, July 1 906
n ivea Mass.

Tapesia aurelia (Pers.) T. aurata, Mass. Belo ni

dium auratum, Sacc . 1 3 : Twycrorr ; Blo xam .

1 5 Breedon CloudWo od
, 1 7 April, 1 90 3

Blo xam i, B. 8c Br. R ej ected by Ph illips
, 408

(no asci)]
Lachnella Berkeleu Ph ill.
Asco phanus testaceus Phill.
Bu lgaria inqu inans, Fr.
Callo ria auricolor Ph ill .
Derm atea livida (B. 8c Phill. (Patellaria con

stipata, Blox)
rhabarbarina (Berk ) . Phil lips’ Disc o myc .

, 341

Cenangium ribis, Fr. 1 3 Twycrorr (Blo xam )
Patellaria pallida, Berk. 1 3 : Twycrorr (Blo xam in

PI. L.)
atro-vinosa, Blox. MS.

atrata (Hedw.) 1 3 Goprall (Blo xam in Fl. L.)
Schm itz o m ia radiata Phill . 1 3 Troy

(Blo xam in Fl. L.)
Ph acidium rubi

,
Fries.

Rhytisma co rrugatum ,
Ach .

Hysterium repandum
, Blox.

Nectria c innabarina, Fr.

pulicaris, Fr.

o ch racea, Fr.

coccinea, Fr.

hirta
,
Blox .

Blo xam i, B. 8c Br.

Russeliana, Mon t.
Hypocrea rufa, Fr .

Cordyceps ento m o rrhiz a, Fr.
militaris, Fr.

Hypoxylon udum, Fr.

Daldinia concen trica, Bolt. Muck/inWo od,Mrs. Foord
Kelcey

,
1 907

Xylaria hypoxylon, Grev.
Diatrype disciformis, Fr.

incarcerata, B. Sc Br.

D o thidea filicina, Fr.

Valsa platanigera, B. 8: Br.

rh o do ph ila, B. 8: Br.

fenestrata, B. 8c Br.

aglaeo sto m a, B. 8: Br.



Rab. P

Spo ro cybe bysso ides, Fr.

alternata, Ber-k.

Spo ridesm ium m elan o pum ,
B. 8c Br .

o pacum , Corda
abruptum ,

B. 8c Br.

Co n io th ecium am cn tacearum , Corda
Epico ccum neglec tum,

Desm .

Rh in o trichum Bloxamii, B. 8c Br.

SPHAEROPSI DIACEAE

Septoria polygo n o rum, Desm .

MELANCON IACEAE
Melancon ium bicolor, Nees

MYCETOZOA
Ceratio myxa mucida, Schro et.

Badham ia u tricu laris, Berk .
nitens, Berk.

Fuligo septica, Gmel.
Craterium minu tum ,

Fr.

Leo carpus vern ico sus, Lin k
Didymium fi rinaceum ,

Schrad .

squam ulo sum ,
Fr.

h em isphericum ,
Fr. (Blo xam )]

D ictydium um bilicatum ,
Schrad .

Trichia Botrytis, Pers.
Arcyria incarnata, Pers.

Perichaena populina, Fr.
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Vitrina pellucida (Mull ) . Lo cal. Sheet H edges and

Buddo n \Vo o ds ; Kirby Fields ; Birstall ; Ev
ingto n , &c .

cryfl alxina (Mul l) Common abou t St. Mary’s
Mills ; Bradgate Park ; Ay lestone Meadows
Birstal l

( cl/a ria (Mull) . Comm on
rogem

'

,
B .B. \Vo o dw. Young

specim en near Anstey Kibworth
al iaria (Mull ) Go psallW

'ood
nitida/a Banks of the Soar ; Bradgate
Park Kirby h -q lo e Birs tal l Til ton-o n-the
H ill ; Leices ter

radiata/a (Alder) . Charnwoo d Forest
Zonito ia

’

et [l
’ itrca] nitida: (Mull) . Saddington

excar
'

atw (Bean) . \Villo w stu mps below the
Castle Moun t Bensclifi

'

\Vo o d

Euconulw [Pin eal /3 1am (Mul l) . Very local. Swith
land W'ood

Arion ater Very com m on
intermediw , Norm . Glenfield Groby Pool
bcrtcnfir, Fe

'

r . Plen tifu l
fasciatw , Nils. circumrcriptur, Ha

thern

Pantry”: pygmaeum Rare . Aylestone Church
yard Congerstone Carl ton Broo k

Splzyradium edentulam Near Leicester ;
Go psallW

'ood
Pyramidub rupcftrir Rather rare . Foot of

rocks h '

lo un tso rre l Abbey walls
ro tundata (Mul l) Common everywhere

Heticeli la virgata (DaCo sta) . Til ton-o u-the—H ill ;
lngarsby

itala Barrow-upon-Soar ; Seagrave ;
Mel ton Mowbray ; Evi ngton Fl eckney

, Si t .

caperata (Mon t ) W'

artnaby Quarries ; Lough
bo rough ; Ingarsby

cantiana (Mon t) Sa l tby ; Sproxton ; Melton
Hygromia bigo ida Abundan t

rujercen: (Penn) Abbey meadows, 8a .

d cantbinula aculeata Go psall

Vallo nia pnlcbella (Mul l) Meadows by the River
Soar ; Bradgate Par k Evington

, Si c. With this
m ay be included some examples of 7 . car e:

m
'

ca
,

a species on ly recen tly recogn ized in
this country

b. B5 so xm 5 r03 3 0 3 5

Carycbiufn minimum, h lfill . Meadows and banks of
th e Soar ; Crown H ills Evington , Stc .

Ancjlw fiua iatilir, Mull .
Soar

,
&c .

Bradgate Brook ; River

A zeta trident Two specimens at Gracedieu
Abbey

Caecili o ider [Caecilianella] acicula (Mull) .
Breedon ; Gracedieu ; Ingarsby

faminia [Papa] cyli ndracea (DaCo sta) . Plen tifu l in
Bradgate Park Evington Woodhouse Eaves
Le icester Abbey

murco runz Three specimens near Ayle
stone Bridge

Vertigo pygmaea Bradgate Park ; near Co n
gersto ne ; Evington Ingarsby

Balea pem erra Bradgate ; Breedon H ill
bidentata Spinney H il ls ; Belvoir ;
Bradgate ; Go psall ; Anstey ; Evington, Ste .

Succinea put/is R iver Soar ; Groby Pool ;
Bradga te Saddington

, Ste.

ekgam , Risso. River Soar ; Groby Pool ; Sheet
H edges Wood ; near Birstall Aylestone

River“freak, Si c.
Limnaca auricularia Osbasto n Pool ; Groby

Pool ; Saddington R eservoir Aylestone \Vis

tow ; Foxton Blaby ; Abbey Park
pereger (Mul l) Common everywhere
palwmk Local River Soar and ditches
truncatula (Mull) Common throughou t
rtagnalit Common

Pla no rbir co rnea: Common
albuJ

,
Mull. Le icester Abbey meadows ; Groby

Pool ; Saddington Rese rvoir ; Congers tone, Ste.

glaber, Jeff. Bradgate Park
crirta [ : nautilcw] (Linn ) . Pond on theAppleby
Road near Twycross ; Groby Pool Old

\Valby

umbificatw
, Mull. [= marginatu , Very

vortex blo st abundan t



Bradgate

PELECYPODA

Ex tremely common

Blaby Moun tsorrel
Plen tiful

lacwtre (Mull ) . Stable Quarry, Bradgate Park
(Mull ) . Common

(Poli) . Common

Aylestone ; Sadding
ton Reservoir

pulcbellum, J enyns. Rarely in d itches
purillunz Aylestone Market Bosworth
Stabl e Quarry, Bradgate Park Congerstone

obturale, Ffr. Aylestone ; Groby Pool
garrierianum, Dupuy [= milium, Aylestone ;
Saddington Reservoir

(The correct iden tification of most of the Spec ies
ofPiridiurn is questionable.)



IN SECT S

The cou nty o f Leicester does no t take an importan t plac e in regard to
the number o f its species o f insec ts . Many in teresting forms occu r bo th
in the Co leoptera and Lepidoptera which have been wel l worked o u t

,

bu t owing to the absence o f specialists in the o ther orders the rec ords are

very scan ty .

The greater part o f th e c oun ty is arable and pasture land in a high state
o f cu l tivation , bu t on the who le it is well wooded. Charnwood Forest ,
wh ich inc ludes wel l-known localities like Buddo n Wood, Bardon H il l , and
B radgate Park , is perhaps the richest distric t in th e mat ter o f rec ords, pro
bably becau se it h as been more worked than o ther distric ts . Owston Wood,
on the Ru t land border, with its varied flora, produc es a number o f spec ies
no t found in o ther parts o f the coun ty . Seal Wood

,
Grange Wood

, and the
Ambien Wood, in the neighbou rhood o fSu t ton Chen ey

,
are all good c o l lec t

inggrou nd.

The fo l low ing abbreviation s have been adopted throughou t t he lists in
this artic le , viz c . denotes c ommon ; V .C. ,

very c ommon o r abundan t ;
n .c . , no t common r. , rare o r scarc e v.r. ,

very rare and gen . dist .
,
general ly

distribu ted.

I have to express my thanks
,
fo r valuable assistanc e received, to

Mr. H . St. J . Don isthorpe
,

Rev. Canon Cruttwell
, M .A . ,

Rev . G . W . Whittingham , Prof. Hudson Beare
,
Mr. W . A . Vic e, M .E . ,

M r. G . B . Dixon , M r. W . J . Kaye , Mr. C . B .

M r. G . B . Chalc raft
, Dr. W . H . Barrow

,
Mr. J . H . Woo ley, Mr. H . Ho ly

o ak, and o thers, fo r no tes on the variou s orders . I have also h ad th e
advan tage o f the u se o f no tes made by the late Rev. A. Mat thews and
Mr. J . Weildt.

H Y M E NO P T E R A
Ants

,
Wasps, Bees, (Sc.
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istributio n .

Abou t twelve spec ies are confin ed to t he c ou n t y . Tetropium castaneum (sin ce desc
sntinent as Tetrapium gabriel/i, by Weise) was added to th e British list by th e au thor, a
en taken in o ther cou n ties.

Ca lo soma inquisito r oc cu rs at Buddo n Wood, rat h er m ore n ort h than its n ormal rat
) CCla S are darker t han t hose from t h e sou t h . Bletbisa multipuncta ta is very abu ndan
1 e various reservoirs.

Bembidium cla rfi andB. assim ile are bot h recorded from Thorn ton, whilst B. obliquum

zu latum are two of o u r most abu ndan t spe c ies. Hydropo rus lauga las, always an ex ec
cetic

,
oc cu rs in t he ditches at Bradga te Park, Hydaticus transversa lis is no ted from Gun.

ius brevis from n ear Leicester, Dinarda ma rbeli
,
w it h Fo rm ica rufa , at Buddo n Wood

uisquila rius var. dim idia tus h as been fou nd at all o u r reservoirs ; t h e type is on e of t h e m t

) ec ies
,
and Oxypo rus rufus is recorded from fun gi in th e au tumn at Bardon H ill.
The n ex t two spe cies

,
Oma lium bre'vico rne and 0. testaceum

,
w ere added to t h e Br.

cv. A . Ma t thews. Bo th were taken at Gumley
,
and

,
so far as we have been able t

ave n o t been taken sin ce . Ano ther in terest in g record by th e sam e worker is th e first
lngland of Neurapbcs sparsba lli var. m inutas. Tria tbro n m o rtali has been taken fror
: ees by even in g sweepin g, at Bardon H ill.

I n th e Tric o pterygidae o ur re cords are strong. In Tricopteryx we have twen ty-five
ncluding T. fra tercula , th e only Brit ish record

,
T. a ttenua ta

,
only taken in two o th

.

r
'

. brevis
,
w it h only on e o th er record

,
T. lo ngico rnis from Marke t Harborou gh and Gum

ec o rded elsewhere ; T. janso ni t hree spec imens (u n iqu e) from Gumley, T. guerinii, only
ec o rds, T.fuscula (u n iqu e) from Gumley, T. var io lo sa

,
added to t he British list from

in c e taken in several ot her cou n ties. Ptilium rugulo sum is only recorded from Gumley
u t it oc curs, however, in Scotland. Ptenidum laevigatum , again

,
is probably th e 4

bratz ii was taken by Canon Fowler at Buddo n Wood o ut of n ests o f Fo rm ica rufa .

s only re corded from on e o th er locality
,
viz . R an n och (Sco tland).

Ortboperus brunnipes, also from Gumley
,
and ac cording to Fowler, t h e only o th

n own
,
is in Mr. W ilkinson ’s collec t ion . 0. punctula tus, t h e only exam ple known , w

lev. A . Mat thews at Gumley .
Spbaerius a ca ro ia

'
es was taken at Gumley in 1 85 5 by R ev. H . Mat th ews. Scyn

ias added to th e British list byWollaston
,
who took it o ut of o ld ivy at Shen ton Hall o r

8 7 2 ; sinc e t hen it has been taken in Su rrey. Pediacus dermestiodes is a rec en t add
o u nty list by th e au thor, from t h e Bosworth distric t, Trip/ax aenea from L eicest er Frith
nperia lis from Bardon

,
Co rymbites aeneus on th e Charnwood Forest Hills ; flxino tarsz

corded from Sheet HedgesWood by Mr. A . R . Wallac e . As it is o u r on ly record 0
'

nd th e only no te of t he famous ex plorer
,
probably it was taken durin g on e of th e excu

e made w it h H . W . Bates and F . Ba tes before t h e great Amazon trip was arran ged.

Tillas elo ngatus and Tbanasinusfo rmicarius from Owston , th e la t t er from a Cossus-i
“om t he sam e wood th e au thor has taken M o lo rcbus m ino r three t im es

,
and sinc e in th

istric t in numbers.

M o no cbammus sarto r andM . suto r are both recorded from Leicest er
,
Pbyto ecia cy.

ium ley, Steno sto la ferrea from Su t ton Chen ey
,
but on t h e whole t h e c ou n t y is n



INSECTS

l ist from th e sam e place
,
where h e go t it o u t of a -bag of o ak bran ches, and ano ther spec im en has

been taken in th e New Forest
,
and is n ow in t he Ba t es collec tion . Rbyncbites interpuncta tus oc curs

on you ng haw thorn buds at Buddo n Wood, and R . pubescens on o ak. A sin gle spe cim en of th e rare
Otio rbyncbus ligustrici was taken atBradgate by Mr. H .W . Ba t es, and Ca enopsisfissiro stris in th e sam e
locality . Crypba lus abietis was first discov ered in En gland at Gumley

,
by R ev. A. Ma t th ews, bu t

has since been taken in several o ther localities.

In th e spac e available it is only possible to giv e a list of t h e rarer spec ies, with brief n o tes on
t he more importan t on es.

Most of th e spec ies n o t recorded by Fowler fo r th e Midlands are spec ially m en t ion ed, thou gh
it is qu it e possible man y of them oc cu r in o u r adj oin in g cou n ties.

‘No ot h er Midla nd record ’

refers to Fowler’s Britisb Co leoptera .

The c lassificat ion followed is tha t of Beare and D on ist horpe .

C1cm uau n5 3

Cicindela campestris, L. Bradgate, n .c.

C5 3 5 3 1 1>5 3

Cych rus rostratus, L. n .c.

Carabus catenulatus, Scop. n .c .

granulatus, L. Local along Soar Valley
arvensis, F . Beacon Plain

Calosoma inqu isitor, L. Buddan and Seal Wo ods

No tio philus substriatus
,
Wat. Market Harbo rougb

distric t
aquaticus, L. n .c .

palustris, Duft . n .c .

Le istus spin ibarbis, F . r. Buddan Wo od (Barrow)
fulvibarbis

, Dej. n .c .

ferrugineus, L. Local
rufescens, F. Local

Nebria brevicollis, F. v.c .

Bleth isa m ultipunctata, L. At the various reservoirs
in some numbers

Clivina co llaris, n .c .

Dysch irius po litus, Dej. Market Boswortb

aeneus, Dej. r.

Badister un ipustulatus, Bo n . Market Boswo rtb

so dalis, Duft. SkeetHedges Wo od, v.r .

Chlaenius vestitus, Payk. Syston, v.r.

n igrico rn is, F . Groby Po o l,
‘I
'

bo rnton
,
n .c .

var. m elan o co rnis
, Dej. GrobyPo ol, r.

Oo des helo pio des, F. Groby, Cropsto n, r.

Steno lo phus vespertin o s, Panz . Reservoirs
, v.c .

Acupalpus dorsalis, F. Market Harbo rougb

exiguus, Dej. MarketHarborougb

meridianus, L . Near Leicester, n .c .

Bradycellus plac idus, Gyll. Market Harbo rougb, r.

cognatus, Gyll. Market Harboro ugb, r.

verbasc i, Duft. Bradgate,Market Bo swortb
,
n .c .

harpalinus, Dej. Bradgate,MarketHarborougb, n .c .

c o llaris
,
Payk. Market Harbo ro ugb, r.

similis, Dej. Bradgate, r.

Harpalus punctic o llis, Payk. n .c .

rufibarbis
, F. n .c .

latus, L . Buddon, Gumley, n .c .

tardus, Panz . Gumley (Matthews)
D ich iro trichus pubescens, Payk. Gumley, r .

An iso dactylu s bin o tatus, F. Groby Po o l (H .W. Bates)
Zabrus gibbus

,
F. Gumley (Matthews)

Sto m is pum icatus, Pan z . Bradgate, Leicester Fritb, n .c . Brychius elevatus, Panz . Local
HALIPLIDAE

Ptero stichus versicolor, Sturm . Gumley Haliplus flavico llis, Sturm . r.

o blo ngo punctatus, F . Sutton Ambien, v.c ., under variegatus
, Sturm. Local

chips (Bo uskell) cinereus, Aube. Local
n iger, Schall . Bradgate, n .c . (F. Bates) fluviatilis, Aube. r.

an thracinus
,
Ill. Bradgate, Gumley Cn em ido tus impressus, F. Gumley, r. There appear

to be noM idland records besides this in Fowler

C5 3 5 3 1 05 3 (continued)
Ptero stichus minor, Gyll. n .c .

picim anus
, Duft . Soar Valley (F. Bates) ; Glen

field (Wooley)
inequalis

,
Marsh . Gumley (Matthews) Sto ugbton

(H eadly)
vernalis

, Gyll, n .c .

Am ara aulica, Pz . n .c .

co nvexiuscula
,
Marsh . Market Harbo rougb

bifrons, Gyll. Leicester Fritb (Wooley)
ovata

,
F. n . c .

sim ilata, Gyll. n .c .

lunic o llis, Sch io d. Soar Valley, r.

commun is, Panz . n .c .

plebia
, Gyll. Local

Amph igynus piceus, Marsh . Bradgate, n .r.

Spho drus leuc0ph thalm us, L. Local
Anch o m enus o blo ngus, Sturm . r.

atratus, Duft. n .c .

m ic an s
, Nic . Local

gracilis
,
Gyll. Bradgate, r.

piceus, L . n .r.

th o reyi, Dej. r.

puellus, n .r.

Bem bidium aeneum , Germ. r.

fum igatum , Duft. Groby Po o l

assim ile, Gyll. c .
clarki, Daws. n .c .

articulatum
,
Pan z . n .c .

doris, Pan z . Saddingto n

gilvipes, Sturm. m.c .

affine
,
Steph . Near Leicester

fem o ratum , Sturm. n .c .

bruxellense , Wesm . v.r.

flam m ulatum
, Clairv. c.

varium ,
O] . r.

obliquum, Sturm . At all the reservoirs in coun t
less numbers

Tachypus pal lipes, Duft. Lo ugbborougb

flavipes, L. Switbland, r.

Trechus discus, F. n .c.

n icro s
,
Herbst. n .c .

rubens, F. v.r.

secalis
, Payk. r.
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Pelo bius tardus, Herbst. Tburmasto n. One of the
few records north of London

DYTISCIDAE
No terus sparsus, Marsh. v.r.

Bidessus geminus, F . Tbringstone

Co elambus versicolor, Schal . n .c .

deco ratus, Gyll . v.r .

co nfluens, F. m.c .

parallelo gram m us
,
Ahr. r.

Hydro po rus granularis, L . v . local
rivalis, Gyll. m.c .

septen trionalis, Gyll . Stony ditches, r. (H . W.

Bates) . This is a northern species which on e
wou ld not ec ct to find

vittula, Er . Bradgate, v.r.

lo ngulus, Muls. Bradgate, in running d itches,
v.c. at t imes

disc re tus, Fairm . n .c .

ferrugineus, Steph. Gumley (Matthews) . This
appears to be the only Midland record

Agabus didymus, O] . r. and local
fem oralis, Payk . n .r .

abbreviatus, F . v.r.

Ilybius fenestratus, F . Soar Valley, n .c .

Co pelatus agilis, F . Gumley
Rhan tus exo letus, Forst . n .c .

pulvero sus, Steph . A single specimen n ear
Leicester (T. B. Kirby)

Dytiscus c ircumflexus, F. Sto ugbton (Bo uskell)
Hydaticus transversalis, Berg. v.r.

GYR I N IDAE
Gyrinus m inu tus

,
F . Gumley

Orecto ch ilus v il losus, Mu l l . Bradgate, under sub

merged logs abundan t, no other locality in the
coun ty

Hvo no mu u nw

Hydro philus piceus, L . Syston, many years ago
Hydro bius o blo ngus, H erbst. Usually a coast

species, but recorded from Gumley
Ph ilydrus testaceus, F . r.

n igricans
,
Zett . Bradgate, n .c .

m elan o cephalus, 01. Local
Cym bio dyta ovalis, Th. c .
Eno chrus bicolor, Pk. v.r.

Anacaena bipustulata, Steph . n .c .

Berosus signatico llis, Ch arp. Gumky
luridus

,
L . n .c .

Chaetarthria sem inulum , Pk. v.r.

Helo ph o rus rugosus, 01. c.
dorsalis, Marsh. n .c .

brevicol l is, Th. Anstey (F. Bates)
nanus, Sturm . Two specimens taken byMr. T. B.

Kirby in the Leicester distric t
Hydro chus brevis, Hbst. v.r.

Henico c erus exsculptus, Germ . v.c . Bradgate

C ercyon o bso letus
,
Gyll. Local

marinus, Th . Local
n igriceps, Marsh. Bradgate, n .r.

term inatus, Marsh . Local
m inutus, F. r. in dung Leicester district

Aleochara lata, Gr. Buddon

cuniculo rum ,
Kr. Bradgate, r.

lygea, Kr. Bradgate, r.

m o erens, Gyll. r.

m o esta
,
Gr. q o rd

Oxypo da fo rm icetico la, Mark. Buddan Wo od
,
in nests

ofFormica rufa (Don isthorpe, Bo uskell)
recondita, Kr. Buddan hVo od, in nests of Formica

rufa (Don isthorpe)
annularis, Sahl. Local

I schno glo ssa co rtic ina, Er. r.

Ocyusa picina. Aub. r.

I lyo bates prepinquus, Aub. Market Boswo rtb, n .c.

Calo dera nigrita, Man . r.

rubens, Er. r.

Dinarda m arkeli, Kies. Buddan Wo od, with Formica
ru fa

,
v.c .

Atem eles em arginatus, Pk. v.r.

Myrm edo n ia co llaris, Pk. Saddington, r.

No to th ec ta flavipes, Gr. Buddan, with Formica
ru fa, c.

anceps, Er. Buddo n, with Formica rufa, c.
confusa

,
Mark . r .

H o m alo ta pavens
,
Er.

gregaria, Er.

lu teipes, Er.

luridipenn is, Mann .
elo ngatula, Gr.

silvicola
,
Fuss. Buddan

vicina, Steph .
gram in ic o la, Gr. Tbornto n

fungivo ra, Th .
picipes, Th .
subglabra, Shp . Buddan

aequata, Er.

angustula, Gyll.

c aesula, Er.

c irc ellaris
,
Gr.

immersa
,
Er. Alarkficld

cuspidata, Er.

analis, Gr.

aen ico llis, Shp.

Xantpo pte ra, Steph. Ulr/erscrqft
fungic o la, Th .
n igrico rn is, Th .
palustris

,
Kies.

testaceipes, Heer.

sericea, Muls.

atrico lo r, Shp .

hodierna, Shp.

cau ta, Er.
villo sula, Kr .

laevana, Muls.

in termedia, Th .
sordida, Marsh .
aterrim a

,
Gr.

latico llis, Steph .
fungi var. clientula, Er.

Gynpeta labilis, Er. Bradgate

I schno po da coerulea. Sahl. Gumley
Falagria su lcata . Pk.

sulcatula, Gr.

th o rac ina, Curt.
obscura, Gr.

Gryo phaena po weri, Crotch . Gumcey the only
Midland record

laevrpenn is, Kr .
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striatum, Gr. Local
EuSphalerum prim ulae , Pk. Local
An th o bium minu tum, F. Local

sorbi, Gyll. Gumley, r.

Pto teinus ato m arius, Er. Gumley, r.

Megarthrus den tico llis, Beck. r.

hem ipterus, I ll. r.

Ph lo echaris subtilissim a
, Man . Gumley

Pro gnatha quadrico rn is, Kirb. Under
but n .r.

8 1 1 59 3 1 3 5 3

Calypto m erus dubius, Marsh. Local
Clam bus armad il lo, DeG. r.

m inutus, Sturm. r.

Agath idium n igripenne, Kug. c . Under bark in
April

atrum , Payk. n .c .

sem inulum ,
L. Skeet Hedges Wo od, r.

laevigatum ,
Er. Buddan

varians, Be ck . Gumley
co nvexum ,

Sharp . Bradgate

n igrinum ,
Sturm . Local

Am phicyllis globus, F . Local
Lio des hum eralis, Kug. U nder o ak bark
orbicularis, Hbst. r.

Cyrtusa minu ta, Ahr. Gumley, one specimen
An iso to m a cinnamomea

,
Pz . Local even ing sweeping

in woods
oblonga

,
Er. Bo rdon Hill, September even ing

sweep ing
dubia, Kug. Bradgate, r.

oval is
,
Sehm. Local

punctu lata
, Gyll. r .

calcarata, Er. n .r .

n igrita, Schm . n .r.

Co lensis den tipcs, Gyll. Bo rdo n Hill
,
even ing

sweep ing
Triathro n m arkeli, Schm . Bo rdon H ill, evening

sweeping
Necro des littoralis, L . Abundan t at times, but n .c .

Necrophorus in terruptus, Steph . r. Leicester (Dr.

Barrow)
Silpha tristis, Ill. n .r.

n igrita, Cr. c .

brunneum , Lat.

latum, Kr.

PSELAPH IDAE

SCYDMAENIDAB

Neuraphes sparshalli, Den . r.

var. m inutus, Chaud. First taken at Gumley
by Rev. A. Mat thews

Scydm aenus go darti, Lat. Buddan Wo od, with Fo r
mica ru fa taken again recen tly after a lapse of
nearly forty years (Don isthorpe, Bo uskell)
pusil lus, Mull. Buddan Wo od

Euco nnus h irtico llis, 111. r.

Eu th ia scydm aen o ides, Steph. Kegwo rtb

plicata, Gyll. Buddan Wo od, with Formica rufa

Byth inus punc tic o llis, D en . r.

val idu s, Aub. r .

curtisi, D enny. r.

securiger, Reich . Buddon Wo od

Rybaxis sanguin ea, L . Saddington Reservo ir,

Bryaxis haem atica, Reich. r.

impressa, Pz . r.

Bilo po rus bicolor, Den . r.

Euplectus kun z e i, Aub. Gumley
karsten i, Reich . Kegwortb, Gumley, r.

signatus, Reich. Gumley
nanus, Reich . Gumley
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Ptinella aptera, Guer. r.

Trich o pteryx th o rac ina, Waltl. Gumley, r.

anth rac ina, Mat. Gumley
fratercu la, Mat. Gumley, 3 specimens no other
British record

grandic o llis, Man . n .r.

cantiana, Mat. Gumley only 3 other records
at tenuata, Gill. Gumley, v.r. ; on ly 3 other records
brevis, Mo ts. Gumley, twice in vegetable refuse ;
only one other Brit ish record from Repton

(Derby)
bovina, Mots. n .r.

brevipenn is, Er. Local Gumley, BuddonWo od



taken at Gumley
Sm icrus filico rn is

, Fair.

British records
Nephanes titan , New. Gumley
Ptilium rugulo sum , All. Gumley ; no other British
locality is given

exaratum , All. Gumley
Pten idium fusc ico rne, Er. Gumley
laevigatum, Gill. Gumley ; probably the only

au then tic British record
wanko wiez i, Mat. Gumley
kratz i, Mat. Buddo n Wo od

Gumley ; only four other

Co nvno rm m e

Orth o perus brunn ipes, Gyll. Gumley (Rev. A.

Mat thews) ; on ly one other British specimen
known

,
locality uncertain

punctatulus, Mat. Gumley (Rev. A. Matthews)
the only example known

Sphaerius acaro ides, Waltl. Gumley on ly two other
British records

PHALAC3 1 D5 E

Phalacrus carieis
,
Stm . Bradgate, Market Boswortk,

Gumley
Olibrus corticalis, Pz .

midland records
aeneus, F. Leicester district, n .r.

bicolor, F. Leicester district, herbage near hedge
liquidus,Er. } banks n .c . ; no otherMidland record
m illefo lii

, Gumley no other Midland record

Gumley, Kibwo rtb ; no other

Co ccm xu im s

Subc o c cinella 24
-punctata, L. Near Leicester, no

other Midland record
H ippo damia variegata, Goez.
no other Midland record

An iso sticta 1 9
-punctata

, L. Gumley
Adalia obliterata, Muls. Abundan t on larch, firs,

and other conifers. I have a nearly black form
from Bo rdo n Hill

Mysia o blo ngo guttata, L. Local
Anaitis ocel lata, L. Bradgate, n .c . ; Bo rdon Hill, a

nearly black form
Coccinella h ieroglyph ica, L. Gumley
Hyperaspis reppensis, Hbst. Skeet Hedges, r.

Scym nus pygmaeus, Foure. Gumley
fron talis, F. Gumley Birmingbam seems to be its

Gumley, Lougkborougb

Mycetaea hirta, Marsh . KirbyMuxlo e

Lyco perdina bo vistae. Buddon, Bo rdo n, n.c.

Endo mychus coccineus, L. Gumley

EKOTYL ID5 3
Dacne h um eralis

, F. Market Boswortb, Owston,

rufifro ns
, F. c.

Triplax russica L. Local, but c. where it occurs
aenea, Schal . Leicester district, Gumley, local

COLYDI IDAE

Orth o cerus m uticus
,
L. Fairly c .

D ito m a crenata
,
F . Gumley

Cerylo n h istero ides, F. Bradgate, Buddon Wo od
,

mahogany coloured form with Formica rufa

H 1 5 1 3 3 1 D5 3

Gumley,

M I CROPBPLI DAB

Micro peplus po rcatus, Pk. r.

Margaritae
,
Duv. r.
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H ister un icolor, L . n .c .

m erdarius r.

cadaverinus, Hoff. n .r.

succico lo r. Thorn s. Bradgate

purpurascens
,
Hbst. Loca l

neglectus, Germ . r.

carbo narius, Ill. Local
bissexstriatus, F. Leicester district, damp meadows,

n .c .

bim aculatus, L . In hot beds, n .r.

1 2-striatus, Sch r. c .
Kissister min ima

,
Aub. Gumley

Dendro ph ilus punctatus, Hbst. Local
pygmaeus, L . Buddon Wo od

Gnath o ncus nannetensis, Mars. SuttonAmbien,
local

Saprinus aeneus, F . r.

Abraeus globosus, Hoff. r.

Halacritus punctum
,
Aub.

Acritus m inutus, Hbst. r.

n igrico rnis, H o ff. Local
OntOph ilus striatus, F. Local

Brachypterus gravidus, Ill. r.

Cercus pedicu laris, L. Gumley
bipustulatus, Pk. Aylestone, r.

Carpo ph ilus h em ipterus, L . Leicester, in

Epurea melina, E r. c .
oblonga, H bst. Bradgate

silacea, H bst. r.

longu la, Er. Gumley
deleta, Er. c .



m em n o bius, Er. r.

pedicu laris, Gyll. Local
pic ipes, Stm . Bradgate on hieracium,

n .r.

symph iti, Heer. Gumley
murinu s, Er. r.

Cyc hram us fungic o lo r, Heer. Owston, n .c .

Cryptarcha strigata, F. At sap, local
imperialis, F. Bo rdon Hill, at birch sap, r.

lps 4
-
guttata, F. c. at sap, and under birch bark

4
-puncta ta, Hbst. Bo rdon, Buddan, Owston, at

sa

4
-
pu
1
s

3

tulata, L . Leicester, Gumley, r.

Pityo phagus ferrugineus, F . r. Fowler says, ‘I know
of no Mid land record

Rhiz o phagus cribratus, Gyll. r.

depressus, F . Bradgate, n . r.

perforatus, Er. Buddan, Gumley
ferrugineus

,
Pk. Local

n itidulus
,
F . Local

dispar, Pk. c . at birch sap and under bark

TROCOSITI DAE

Tcnebrio ides mauritan icus
, L. Leicester, Ratby, local

Thymalus lim batus, F. Under fi r bark (H . W.

Bates) , Gumley

Mom m a/1 1 3 5 3

Mo no to m a co n ico llis, Aub. Buddo n with Formica
rufa, c.

fo rm iceto rum , Th . Buddan, with Formica rufa
,
c.

picipes, Hbst. n .r.

lo ngico llis, Gyll. Gumley

L5 r 11 3 1 3 1 3 5 3

An o m atus 1 2—striatus, Mull. r.

Lathridius angu latus, Man . Gumley
Enicm us testaceus

, Steph. Gumley
Carto dere elongata, Curt. Leicester Fsi lk

filifo rm is, Gyll. Gumley
filum Aub. Gumley ( 2)

Co rticaria den ticu lata
, Gyll. Gumley

fenestralis
, L. Leicester, c. in old houses Gumley

Melano pthalm a transversalis, Gyll. var. Wo llasto ni,
Wat. Gumley

CRYPTOPHAG IDAE

Mvc 3 r o pn 5 0105 3

Triphyl lus su turalis, F. Gumley
Litargus bifasciatus, F. Market Boswortb

, Owston
,

MycetOph agus piceus, F . Market Boswo rtb in dead
birch r. (Don isthorpe, Bo uskell)

ato m arius
,
F. Gumley

m ultipunctatus, H ell. Market Boswo rtb, Owston,
Leicester, &c .,

fungi on elms, c.
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Dermestes vulpinus, F. c . in bon es
,
but local

murinus Gen . dist .
lardarius, L. n .r. in dry skins

, 8tc .

Megato m a undata, L . Market Boswo rtk, Buddan,
Owston

An therOphagus n igrico rn is, F. c. but always occurring
by single specimens

pallens, 01. 1 . Sutton Ambien (Donisthorpe)
silace us, Hbst. r. Bradgate (H . W. Bates)

Crypto phagus setulo sus, Stm . Bradgate, n .c .

punctipenn is, Bris. Leicester

populi, Pk. Bo rdon H ill (H eadly)
distinguendus, Stm . Bradgate, Gumley
acutangulus, Gyll. r.

fumatus, Gyll. Buck HillLane (F. Bates) ; Fowler
gives no Midland record

Param eco so m a m elan o cephalum , Hbst. Leicestershire
(H . W. Bates)

Ato m aria n igriventris, Steph . Buddo n Wo od

umbrina
,
Gyll. Market Bo swo rtb, &c .

bad ia
,
Er. Market Boswo rtb, sweep ing under firs

(Don isthorpe, Bo uskell)
fusc ipes, Gyll. Gumley, r. in land
peltata

, Kr. Sbenton, Market Boswortb

n igripenn is, Pk. Bradgate (F. Bates)
munda, Er. Gumley
atra, Hbst. Leicester, r.

bero linensis, Kr. Gumley
m eso m elas, Hbst. Nr. Leicester, Gumley
apicalis, Er. Market Boswo rtk, even ing sweeping,
Gumley
versicolor, Er. Leicester

Eph istem us globosus, Waltl. Buddan, Bo rdo n, n .r.
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Malachias aeneus, L. Gumley
viridis, F. Gumley

Axino tarsus rufico llis, Ol. Skeet Hedges (Wallace)
An th o co m us fasciatus, L. Groby, Bradgate, r.

Dasytes fiavipes, F. n .c .

aero sus
,
Kies. Bradgate, &c .

, c.
H aplo cnem us impressus, Marsh . Gumley

n igrico rn is, F . Markfie/d
Phlo eo ph ilus cdwardsi, Steph . Gumley, occasionally
on oaks

CLER IDAE
Tillus elongatus, L. Leicester, Owston, Market

Boswo rtk, r.

Thanasim us formicarius, L . Owston, under Cossus
bored bark (Bo uskell) Anstey

Necrobia rufico llis
,
F. Gen . dist .

violacea, L . Gen . dist .
rufipes, De G . Kibwo t‘tb

Corynetes coeru l eus
,
D e G. Market Boswortk in

An o bium borings c . Leicester
PTINI DAE

Ptinus 6-punc tatus, Pz . Gumley
lich enum , Marsh . Gumley

Niptus crenatus, F. Kirby Muxloe, in p igeons’ nests
H edo bia imperialis, L . Gen . dist. but usually single

specimens
ANOBHDAB

Dryo philus pusil lus, Gyll. Market Bo swo rtk, sweep
ingunder firs Bradgate, r.

Prio bium castan eum
,
F. Bo rdon, Gumley, 8cc .

Ano biurn den tic o lle, Pz . Leicester district, swept
from herbage under elms

paniceu rn, L. Gum/e

Xesto bium tessellatum , F . Leicester Fritk, Gumley
Erno bius mollis, L. Aylesto ne, KirbyMuxloe

Ptilinus pectin ic o rnis, L . Glen Parr/a, Kibwortk

Ochina h ederae, Mu ll. Skeet Hedges

D o rcato m a chryso m elina, Stm . Market Boswortk in

old birch Sutton Amkien, v.c . in o ak (Bo uskell,
Donisthorpe)

Lyctus canaliculatus, F. On new o ak palings
, n .r.

CI SSI DAE
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INSECTS

CHRYSOMELIDAE
Orso dacna cerasi

, L. Gam/ey
Do nac ia crassipes, F .

den tata, Hopp . R iver Soar, n .c .

versico lo ra
,
Brahm . Bradgate

sparganni, Ahr. Misterto n
den tipcs, F. Misterto n, Gumley
limbata, Pz . c.
bico lo ra

, Zsch . Bradgate, Kikwortk

thalassina
, Germ. Bradgate

impressa, Pk. Kikwortk

simplex
,
F. c.

vu lgaris, Zsch . Ulverscroft, Bradgate
clavipes, F . River Soar, canal nr. Leicester

sem icuprea, Pz . Bradgate, canal Market Boswortk

sericea, L. c.
discolor, Pz . Gumley
braccata

, Scop . Canal Leicester district
aflinis, Kunz . Leicester

H aem o n ia appendicu lata, Pz . Groby Po ol (Plan t)
Zeugo ph o ra subspino sa, F . Skeet

Bates)
fiavico llis, Marsh . SealWo od ( 1. T. H arris)

Crioceris asparagi, L. c.
Clythera 4

-punctata, L. Buddon, with Formica rufa,
c. Bo rdon, SkeetHedges. F. rufa does not occur
in the two latter woods.

Cryptocephalus co ryli, L. Gumley
bipunctatus, L . var. lineola

,
F. Switk/and, Blaky,

Gumley, r.

aureo lus, Sufl
'

. Gumley
hypo chaeridis, L. Blake Hayes, Gumley, r.

m o rae i, L. Gumley
fu lvus, Goez. Anstey Lane, r.

pusillus, E . Skeet Hedges

labiatus, L. Woods, local
Lam pro so m a

,
concolor

,
Stm . Gumley

Tim archia tenebrico sa, F . Anstey Lane, Buddan, 8cc.

violaceo—nigra, De G. Bradgate, c.
Chryso m ela marginata, L . Gumley

staphylea, L. c.
po lita, L. c .
o richalc ia, Mull. Knigkton, Gumley
varians, Schal . Buddon

fastuosa, Sc o p. Lougkko rougk, Aylestone, Kikwo rtk, c.
didym ata, Serib. Braz il Wo od, on Hypericum
pe rforatum

hyperic i, Forst. Skeet Hedges

Melaso m a aeneum . SwitklandWo od, on alders
populi, L. Bradgate

Phyto decta rufipes, De G . c.
ol ivacea , Forst . c .
v. l itura, F . Switk/and

Gastro idea viridu la, De G . c.
Phaedo n co ncinnus, Steph . Cropston, Grok, Poo ;

Phyllo decta cavifro ns, Th . e .

Hydro thassa aneta, F . Buddo n, damp meadows, n .r.

Phyllo bro tica 4
-macu lata, L. Bradgate, Buddan, Crop

sto n, c . on Scu tel laria
Luperus n igro fasc iatus, Goez. Gumley

flavipes, L. Gumley
Lo chm aea crataegi, Forst. Skeet Hedges, Gumley
Galeru cella viburni, Pk. SwitklandWood, Leicester

nymphaea, L. Groky,
‘Tko rnto n, c.

l ineola, F. Saddingto n, c .
calm ariensis

,
L. Bradgate

tenella
, L. c.

Adim o n ia tanaceti, L . Bradgate, Buddan, local, c .

TENEBRIONI DAE

Blaps simil is, Lat. Gleryfe/d (Wooley)
Scaph idema m etallic um , F. Gkn Parva, Desford,

Leicester Fritk, Gumley
Tenebrio o bscurus, F . Leicester Fritk

, in bo ne meal
Gnath o cerus cornutus, F . Leicester, Leicester Fritk

Can so mz u m x (continued)

Sermyla halensis, L. Bradgate, c.
Lo ngitarsus anch usae, Pk. Leicester district, Kikwortk

ater, F. Markfield. Buddan, 8cc .

h o lo satic us. L. Beacon Hill

4
-gu ttatus, Pon t. Gumley

castaneus, Duft. Evington

luridus, Scop . Kikwo rtk, Gumley
fusculus, Kuts. Gumley
su turellus v. fusc ico llis, Steph . Bradgate, on rag
wort

atricillus, L. Leicester, Kikwortk, Gumley, n .c .

atriceps, Kurs. Kikwo rtk, Gumley

picipes, Steph. Sto ugkto n

lyco pi, Fo nd. Gumley
waterh o use i, Ka ts. Gumley
femoralis, Marsh . Gumley
tabidus, F. Bradgate, c .

,
on ragwort

ru tilus, Ill. Gumley
H altica co ryli, Al. Gumley
pusilla, D uf

'

t. Gumley
H erm aeo phaga mercurialis, F . Gumley
Phyllo treta n o dico rnis, Marsh . Gumley

n igripes, F. Gumley
consobrina, Curt . Kikwo rtk

punctulata, Marsh . Gumley
cruciferae, Goez . Narko ro ugk

vittula, Redt. Leicester Fritk, Kikwo rtk

o chripes, Curt. Leicester Fritk, Kikwortk

sinuata, Steph . Gumley
tetrasigm a

, Co m . Skeet Hedges

Apth o na n igriceps, Redt. Gumley
n o nstriata, Goez . Gumley
venustula, Ku ts. Gumley
atro c o erulea, Steph . Gumley
virescens, Fou d. Gumley
atro-virens, Forst . Kikwortk

h erbigrada, Curt. n .c .

Bato ph ila rubi, Pk. c .
aerata, Marsh . Gumley

Mn io ph ila m usc o rum
,
Koch . Gumley

Podagrica fusc ipes, L. Gumley
fuscic o rn is, L . Gumley

Mantura o btusata, Gyll. Gumley
Och ro sis salicariae , Pk. Gumley
Crepido dera n itidula , L . Ckarnwo od, on aspens

, n .r.

h elxines, L. c .
Epitrix pubescens, Koch G

Chaeto cnem a confusa, Bo h .

hortensis, Fourc. Anstey, Bradgate

Psyllio ides chryso cephala, Ill. Buckkill Lane

marcida, I ll. Gumley
dulcam arae, Koch . Gumley
hyo scyam i, L . Gumley
luteola, Mu l l . Anstey Lane

picina, Marsh . Leicester district, osier holts, n .c .

Cassida murraca , L . Gumley
vibex, L . Leicestershire (H . W. Bates)
fiaveo la, Thunb . Skeet Hedges, Gumley
o qucstris, F. Bradgate, n .c . , Lougkko rougk



Lagria hirta, L. c.
CISTELIDAE

Cistcla m arina, L. Bradgate, Skeet Hedges

MBLANDRY IDAB

Tetrato m a ancora, F. Markfie/d
Orchesia m icans, Pz . Gumley
Clin o cara tetrato m a

, Th. SuttonAntkienWo od, Gumley
Hallo m enus hum eralis

,
Pz . Leicester, MarketBoswo rtk

Co n o palpus testaceas, OI. Bradgate, n .c . Gumley
var. vigo rsi, Steph. Bradgate, r.

Melandrya carabo ides, L. Ckarnwo od Forest, r.

Abdera 4,-fasciata, Curt. Sutton Arnkien, in dead o ak

under bark (Bo uskell, Don isthorpe)
Phlo co trya rufipes, Gyll. Bradgate, Market Boswortk

Pn a so an

Salpingus castaneus, Pz . Gumley
Lisso dem a 4

-
pustulata, Marsh . Anstey Lane, Gumley,

twice
OEDEMERIDAE

Ocdem era nobil is, Scop. Gumleylurida
,
Marsh. Gumley

Onco m cra fem o rata, F. Gumley, at sugared trees
Ischno m era coeru lea, L. Skeet Hedges

MORDELLIDAE
Anaspis garneysi, Fo w. Bradgate

geo fi
'

ro yi, Mu l l . Kikwo rtk
, Gumley

subtestacea, Steph . Buddo n
, Gumleymacu lata, Fourc. c .

AN'rm cso an

Anthicus flo ralis. c.
var. quisqu ilius, Th . Kikwortk

MELo
'

x
'

o AE

Meloe pro scarabeus, L. Bardon, Earl Skikon

Anr n aimm x

Brachytarsus fasc iatus, Fo st. Skeet Hedges, Kikwo rtk,
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A HISTORY OF

Cu neuu o m m z (continued)

Ceuth o rhynchus marginatus, Pk. c.
urtic ae, Bo h . Gumley
rugulo sus, Hbst. Bradgate

m elan o stictus, Marsh . Leicester district. v.r.

asperifo liarum , Gyll. Bradgate. r.

chrysan themi, Germ . c.
litura, F . Lougkko rougk, Gumley

Ceu th o rhynch idius fio ralis, Pk. c.
pyrrh o rhynchus, Marsh . c .
m elanarius, Steph . Gumley
horridus, F. Gumley
troglodytes, F. c

Am alus haem o rrh o us, Hbst. Gumley
Rh in o nchus gramineus, F. Soar Valley. r.

perpendicu laris, Reich . Damp meadows. n .r.

castor
,
F. Bradgate

Lito dactylus leuco gaster, Marsh. Groky Po ol, Buddon

Phyto bius comari, Hbst. Aylestone

4
-tuberculatus, F. Wo odko use

canaliculatus, Fahr. Tko rnton, Gumley
Lim no baris t-album ,

L . Woods andmeadows. n .c .

Baris latico llis, Marsh. Gumley

pic ico rn is, Marsh . Aylestone

lepidii, Germ . Gumley
Balan inus venosus, Grav. In floods April

(Plan t) is o ur only note of this species
nucum

,
L . c . On hazels in woo ds

villosus
,
F. Skeet Hedges, Buddan, Sutton Anzkien

Calandra granaria, L. Flour mills, Leicester
oryzae

, L. Flour mil ls, Leicester
Stereo co ryn es trunco rum , Germ . Gumley
Magdalis armigera, Foure. Leicester district on elms.

n .c .

cerasi
,
L. Buddon, Skeet Hedges. r.

pruni, L. On blackthorn . n .r.

barbico rnis, Lat. Gumley

SCOLY'
I
‘
IDAB

Scolytus destructor, c. in elms
prun i

,
Ratz . Gumley

intricatus, Ratz. Gumley
rugulo sus, Ratz. Gumley
m ultistriatus,Marsh .0wsto n, Leicester Fritk, Gumley

LE ICESTERSHIRE

ABNORMAL COLEOPTERA
STYLOPI DAB

Stylops m elittae . Kirb. 9 in various species of An
drena no note of 5

INTRODUCED SPECIES

CARABIDAE
Carabus auratus. Switkland, probably in troduced
with plan ts (W. Moss)

DERMESTIDAE
An threnus scro phulariae, L. Gumley (Matthews)

CERAMBYCIDAE
Mo no hamm us sartor, F. Leicester

su tor, L . Leicester, Aylesto ne

tittilato r, F. Leicester, a specimen in the Bates
collection

Serro palpus striatus, Hell. Leicester

LEPIDOPTERA

Butterflies andM o tbs

F o r Lepidoptera t he cou n ty of Leicester is hardly an ideal on e, thou gh a goodm any workers at
various t im es have left on record many in t erestin g n o tes.

A list of th e Macro Lepidopt era by Messrs. Bo u skell and Headly was pu blished in 1 89 1 in t he
Transactio ns of t h e Leicest er Lit erary and Philosoph ical Socie ty .
The Micros have no t been t horou ghly worked, t hough th e R ev. Canon Cruttwell and o th ers

have don e some good work in this direc tion .
Amon gst those who have studied t h e cou n ty distribu tion and con tribu ted th eir n ot es to th e

writer
,
which are comprised in an u n published list of t h e Lepidoptera c om piled by h im

, are
t h e

late R ev. A . Mat th ews who worked th e Marke t Harborou gh distric t
,
t h e lat e Mr. J . Weildt of

Loughborou gh
,
Mr. F . R . R owley of Ex eter

,
th e late R ev. J . H . Hind of Qu orn

,
Mr. G . B. D ix on

of Leicester
,
Mr. C. B. Headly

,
of L eicester

,
Mr.W . J . Kaye of D it ton H ill, R ev. G .W .Wh it t in g

ham of Kn igh ton , and th e R ev. A . R . Birken h ead of Market Bosworth .

7 8

Hylastes ater, Pk. c . in o ak.

cun icularius, Er. Near Gumley, once (Matthews)
angustatus, Hbst. Gumley

Hylastinus o bscurus, Marsh . n .c .

Hylesinus crenatus, F. Ash . n .c.

o le iperda, F . Gumley
vittatus, F . Gumley

Myelo ph ilus pin iperda, L. c . in pines
Cisso phagus h ederae, Sehm . Leicester

Xylech inus pilosus, Ratz. Leicestershire
Phlo eo ph th o rus rh o do dac tylus, Marsh . Gumley
Cryphalus abietis, Ratz. Gumley, o ut of Scotch fir
the first British specimens (Matthews)

Pityo phtho rus pubescens, Marsh . Gumley
Xylo cleptes bispinus, Duft. Gumley
Dryo caetes vil losus, F . Bradgate, Gumley, Bardon

Pityo genes ch alco graphus, L . Gumley
bidentatus, Hbst. Buddan, Gumley

Trypodendron do m esticum , L. Buddon, Bo rdon,
Owsto n, in o ak. c .

Xyleborus dryo graph us, Ratz. Gumley



INSECTS

A number of records are also taken from t h e Burton-o u-Tren t list by th e late Mr. J . T . Harris

and D r. P. Mason
,
as th eir distric t in cludes part of Leic est ersh ire .

A number of melan ic forms oc cu r in th e n eighbou rhood of Leicester and will be dealt w it h in
th e no tes to th e list .
The classification followed is that of Sou th .

Pieris
L

Common every
rapae, wherenaps, L.

An th o charis cardam ines, L. (OrangeTip.) Gen. dist. ,
larvae on garden rocket 9 3 also at rest on thatplan t

Leuc0phasis sinapis, L. (Wood White.) Recorded by
Stain ton and Coleman there is only one other
record from Earl Skilto n in 1 8 80

Colias hyale, L . (Pale Clouded Yellow) . Recorded by
Stain ton . I have a specimen taken in the
Anstey Lane in 1 8 7 7

edusa, F. (Clouded Yellow.) Occasionally in
numbers, notably in 1 8 7 7 , 1 89 3 , and 1 900 all

over the coun ty
var. hel ice, Hb. This pal e form has occurred
in 1 8 7 7 Anstey Lane, 1 89 3 Stougkton, 1 900

Cadeky
Go n o pteryx rham n i, L. (Brimstone) . Odd specimens

always occurring throughou t the coun ty, abun
dan t in 1 900, usually rare

NYMPHALIDAE

Argynnis selene, Schifi
'

. r. Lougkko rougk, Quorn, Ckarn
wo od Fo rest

euphrosyne, L.

Quo rn, Knigkton
aglaia, L . v.c. at Bradgate forty years ago now
extinct, Market Boswo rtk one specimen 1 906

probably blown over from Staffordshire
adippe, L. Owston, Skeflington, Billesdo n, Quo rn, r.

paph ia, L. Owsto n, c .
,
Quorn , SealWo od, Gumley,&C.

Melitaea surina, Rot t. R ecorded by Stain ton , Ckarn
wo od Fo rest (E . Brown) ; Bardon H ill, 1 892 ,
E . 8 . Pink, is the only recen t record

VanessaC-album, L. (Comma.) No recen t records, but
notes from Gumley, Quo rn, Lougkkorougk, Blaky,
Anstey, SealWood

po lychlo ro s, L.
~ (Large Tortoiseshel l .) Quo rn,

Owsto n, Sutton Ambien, Kikwo rtk, Tugky, Scrap
tofl, &c ., r.

urticae, L . (Small Tortoiseshell.) Gen . dist.
io , L. (Peacock ) Gen . dist.
an tiopa, L. (Camberwe ll Beau ty.) Leicester a

number of specimens in 1 8 7 3 , also from Lougk
korougk, Bitteswell

atalanta, L . (Red Admiral.) Gen . dist.
cardui, L. (Pain ted Lady.) Gen. dist.

Owston, Bradgate, Seal Wo od,

APA’

I
'
URIDAB

Apatura iris, L. (Purple Emperor.) Recorded by
Stain ton but no recen t record

SATYR IDAE
Melanargia galatea, L. (Marbled White.) A chalk

insect ; recorded fromGumley(Rev.A.Matthews) ,
Quorn (J . H . Hind)

E RYCINIDAF.

Nem eo bius lucina,L. Recorded from Quo rn (Rev. J . H .

H ind) occurs in some numbers in Ru tland
and Northan ts, so m ay be foun d on that side of
the coun ty at Owston o r other woods

HETEROCERA
Spnm c nn s

Acheron tia atropos, L. A number of records from
all parts of the coun ty, always rare however

RHOPALOCERA (continued)

SATYR IDAE (co ntinued )
Pararge egeria, L. (SpeckledWood .) v.r., Bo rdo n H ill,

SealWo od
,
Quo rn, Gumley, Lougkkoro ugk

megaera, L. (Wal l .) Ckarnwood, Mountsorrel, Six

kills, Billesdo n, Tilton, Rate/if} , Quo rn, Gumley
Epinephele jamira, L. (Meadow Brown .) Gen . d ist .
tithonus

,
L. Abou t brambles when in bloom,

gen . d ist.
hyperanthes, L. (Ringlet .) Common in a fewwoods
but local, Bo rdon, Scraptcy‘t, Skefiingto n, Owston,
Sutto n Amkien, Barkky, Sixki/ls, Gumley

ab. arete
,
Mu l l. The form withou t spots on the

under side h as been taken at Owsto n
Co en o nym pha pamph ilus, L.C. c . on heaths and open

spaces
LYCAEN IDAE

Thecla W—album, Knoch . Local but abundan t in
so me localities, Owsto n Wo od, v.c .

,
Evington,

R o tkley, Switklo nd, Buddan, Lo ugkko rougk, Seal

Wo od, Sutto n Amkien, Quenky, Scrap/o]?
quercus

,
L . n .c . but found round young oaks,

Ckarnwo od Forest, Ulverscroft, Switkland, Quo rn,
Bo rdo n

,
Anstey, Gumley, Seal Wo od

,
Owsto n,

Sutton Acnkien

rubi
,
L . Recorded from Quo rn (Rev. J . H . H ind)

Po lyo m m atus phleas, L. Gen . d ist .
Lycaena astrache ,

Bgstr. r. near Gumley (Matt hews)
icarus, Rott . c . and gen . dist .
argio lus, L . Local but widely dist . Gumley,
Quorn, Kikwortk, Bradgate, Mo rket Boswortk

s p san o as

Syrich thus m alvae, L. Very local but abundan t at

Owston Wo od, has occurred at Lougkko ro ugk,

Gumley, Quorn, Sixkil/s, Mo rket Boswo rtk

ab. taras, Meig. Owsto n

Niso n iades tages, L. Local, Lougkkorougk, Gumley,
Buddan, Owston, Quo rn

Hesperia thaumas, H ufn . Local bu t fairly common
where it occurs, Lougkko rougk, Quorn, Gumley,
Sixkillr, Owston, Tilton, Wellesko rougk

sylvanus, Esp. Fairly common in woody places
where it occurs, Owsto n, Sutton Amkien, Quo rn,
Lougkkorougk, Gumley, Sixkills, Raulife, Askky,



SPH I NGIDAE (continued)
Sphinx convolvuli, L. Many casual records through

o ut the coun ty, probably occurs every year
ligustri, L. r recorded from Quo rn, Lougkko ro ugk,
Gumley, Leicester, Blaky

Dc ilephila galii, S
chifi'. Casual visitors recorded from

Lougkko rougk and Gumley
livo rn ica, Esp. Stain ton and Morris bo th record
there is a recen t record from Leicester, doubtless
emigran ts

Ch o ero cam pa celerio , L. Recorded by Stain ton and
Morris, Leicester, 1 8 8 5 (F. R . Rowley)
porcel lus, L. Buddan at rhododendrons, Market

Boswo rtk at honeysuckle, Gumley,
Bo rdon

elpenor, L. Lougkko rougk, larvae on willow-herb,
Quorn, Gumley, Ltlfts’tcr, Syston, Lowesky

Sm erin th us o cellatus, L. Gen . dist. Market Boswo rtk,

Leicester, Croft, Bradgate, Bro oksky, Lougkko ro ugk,
Aykstone

popu l i, L. Gen . dist .
tiliae, L. r., Lougkko rougk, Gumley, Blo ky

SESI IDAE
Tro ch ilium apifo rm is, Clerck. Wigston, Gumley, r.

crabo n ifo rm is, Lewin . Osier beds nr. Lougkko rougk,
Co o endisk Bridge, Leicester years ago

Macroglossa stellatarum ,
L . Gen . dist .

fuc ifo rm is, L. Bo rdo n Hill at honeysuckle, Owston
Wo od at ragged robin (Bo uskell)

bo m bylifo rm is, Och . An old record from Earl

Skilto n

Sesia tipulifo rm is, Clerck. In gardens on curran t
trees

,
Quorn, Market Boswortk, Knigkton, Co rl

ton
, &c .

asilifo rm is, Rott. Bradgate on ragwort, Buddon
on o ak trunk (Bo uskell)

culicifo rm is, L. SealWo od (J . T. H arris)
fo rm icifo rm is. Lougkkorougk, Groky

ZYGAEN IDAE
In o statices, L. Owsto n Wo od

,
abundan t but confined

to a small area, Gumley
Zygaena trifo lii, Esp. Recorded by Stain ton

(Rev. J . H . H ind)
lo n icerae , Esp. Quo rn

,
probably occurs at

Cko rnwo od Fo rest

filipendulae , L. Anstey, Aylestone, Quorn, Sadding
i
d”, Owston, Skenton, Tilto n, Reo rsky, bu t veryocal

BOM BYC E S

c r z o u uas

Hylo phila prasinana, L. Quorn, Bo rdon, Sutto n Amkien
bico lo rana, Fuchs. Quo rn, Market Boswortk, r.

No u uas

Nola cucullatella, L. Gen . dist.
strigu la, Sch ifi'. Gumley, Quo rn
c o nfusalis

, H .S. Bred from larva o ff o ak
, Knigkton

(C. B. H ead ly)

EUCHBLI I DAE

Euchelia jaco baeae, L. Common on ragwort at

Cko rnwo od Fo rest, occasionally on groundsel

HEPIALIDAB

Co ssm as

Cossus lign iperda, Fb. Gen . dist., destruct ive to
timber, especial ly willows, in the Lougkko ro ugkd istrict

Zeuzera pyrina, L. Gen . dist .
,
not so common as

preceding insect
LIPAR IDAE

BOMBYCES (continued)

Lx'm o snm s

Nndaria senex, Hb. Gumley
mundana, L. Gumley, Quorn, Bradgate, Market

Bo swortk

Lithosis m eso m ella
,
L. Gumley (Rev. A. Mat thews)

griseo la, Hb. Market Harko ro ugk, Lougkkorougk,
Kikwortk

var. stram ine o la, Dbl. Knigkton (Bo uskell) ;
Gumley (Matthews)

luride o la, Zinck. Knigkton, Oadky, Gumley, Lougk

ko rougk, Kikwortk

Gn0phria quadra, L. One record from Gumley

(Mat thews)
Deio peia pulchella, L. One specimen of th is migran t

was taken near Lougkko rougk (J . Weildt)

Cust o m m an

Nem eOph ila russula, L. Gumley
plan tagin is, L . Quo rn, Ulo erscrcyt, Bo rdo n H ill,

(J . T. H arris) no recen t record
Arctia caia, L. Gen . dist .
Spilo so m a fuligino sa. Bo rdo n Hill, Gumley, Quorn

lubricepeda, Esp. Gen . dist.
m an thastri, Esp. Gen . dist.
urticae , Esp. Knigkton, also Burton—on-Trent

d istrict

H epialus hum uli
,
L. Gen . dist. and destructive to

herbaceous plan ts larvae feeding on roots
sylvanus

,
L. Gen . dist.

velleda, Hb. Cko rnwo od Forest
,
c . ; Knigkton,

Market Boswo rtk, Lougkkorougk, Gumley, very
variable

lupulinus, L. Gen . dist.
h ectus, L . Mo rket Boswortk, Owston Wo od, Cko rn

wo od, Gurnley, usually in woods on the wing
before dusk

Po rthesia chryso rrh o ea, L. Local near Leicester,
Lo ugkko ro ugk, Gumsey

similis, Fues. c . and gen . dist.
Leucoma salic is, L. Leicester, Lo ugkkorougk, Gumley,

Anstey Lo ne

Ocneria dispar , L. An old record from Earl Skilton
many years ago , now undoubtedly extinct

Psilura monacha, L. Quorn
, Buddan Wood

Dasych ira fascelina, L. Gumley

pudibunda, L. Local
,
Quorn

, Lougkko rougk,
Market Ho rko ro ugk larvae, nr. Leicester

Orgyia go n o stigm a
,
Fb. Lo ugkko ro ugk, bred from

larvae Gumley, r .

an tiqua, L. c . and gen . d ist.
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fasc iuncula, H aw. c . at sugar

ko rougk

arenosa, Haw. Leicester, Bo rdon H ill, Owston

CARADR INIDAB

Gram m esia trigram m ica, H ufu . Wistow,
Quorn,

Lougkko ro ugk, Gumley, Mo rket Boswo rtk

Caradrina morpheus, H ufn . Lo ugkko rougk,

alsines
,
Brahm. Lougkko rougk

taraxac i, H b. c .
4,
— punctata

,
Fb. Gen . d ist .

Rusina tenebrosa, H b. Buddan Wo od at sugar ;
Lougkko rougk, Gumley

No cr um as

Agrotis vestigialis, Hufn . Nr. Leicester (F. R .

Rowley)
pu ta

,
Hb. Market H o rkoro ugk

sufl
'

usa
,
H b. Lougkko rougk, Blo ky

saucia
,
Hb. Lougkko rougk, Blaky

segetum,
Schiff. v.c .

exclam atio n is
,
L . v.c .

co rticea, H b. Lougkkoro ugk, Leicester

n igricans, L. Lougkko rougk, Gumley,
Mo rket Bo swo rtk

agath ina, Dup . Gumley
tritici, L. Gumley, Lougkko ro ugk

praecox
,
L. Gumley (Mat thews)

obscura , Quo rn, Wigsto n, Kikwo rtk, Gumley, at

sugar

simu lans, H ufn . Near Market H o rko rougk

Noctua glare o sa, Esp. Wkitwick
augur, Fb. v.c .

plec ta, L . Gen . d ist .
c-n igrum ,

L. Gen . dist .
triangu lum,

H ufn . Gumley, Buddo n Wo od

stigmatica
,
Hb. Gumley

brunnea, Fb. Wkitwick
, Knigkton, Quorn, Blo ky,

Lougkko ro ugk, Gumley
festiva, H b. Gen . d ist.

var. c o nflua, Tr. Leicester

rubi, View. Gen . dist.
umbrosa, Hb. Quorn , Lougkkoro ugk, Wkitwick, Lei

cester, Gumley



INSECTS

NOCTUAE (continued
HADBNIDAE

Dianth o ec ia capsinco la, Hb. Quo rn, Gumley, Kik
wortk

cucubali, Pues. Owston, Bradgate,

Mo rket Boswortk, Gumley, Leicester

carpophaga, Bork. Quo rn
H ecatera serena, Fb . Gumley
Polia ch i, L. Gen . dist.

flavicincta, Fb. Gen . dist.
Epunda nigra, Haw. Recorded by Mat thews from

Gumley, no other recordlu tu len ta
,
Bork. Buddo n Wo od

Cle o ceris viminalis, Fb. Owsto n Wo od at

(Bo uskell, Kaye)
Miselia o xyacan thae , L. Gen . dist .
Agri0pis april ina, L. Gen . dist .
Euplexia luc ipara, L . Gen . dist.
Phlo go ph o ra meticulosa, L . Gen . dist.
Aplecta prasina, Fb. Owston, Market Boswo rtk, Bo r

Switkland,

sugar

nebulosa
,
H ufn . Owston, MarketBoswortk, Lougk

ko rougk, Harkorougk, Launt Wo od

occu l ta, L. Gumley
tincta, Brahm . Leicester, Gumley, Leicester district

H adena adusta, Esp. Leicester, Gumley
protea, Bork. Gen . dist.
glau ca, Hb. Gumley
den tina, Esp. Buddan, Market Boswo rtk, Gumley,
Owsto n, Kikwo rtk

trifo lii, Rot t. Leicester, Guink
’

y, Quo rn
d issimilis

,
Knoch . Gen . dist .

oleracea, L . Gen . dist .
pisi, L. Lougkkorougk, Gumley, Askky de la Zo uck
thalassina, Rot t. Gumley, Market Boswortk,
Bro oksky, Wigsto n, Quorn
con tigua, Vil l . Gumley, Knigkton

rectilinea, Gumley

Xvu m m s

Xylo campa areola, Esp. Knigkton, Market Boswo rtk,

Switkland, larvae Gumley
Calo cam pa vetusta, H b. Quo rn, Knigkton at sallows

,

Bo rdon Hill, Lougkko ro ugk, Gumley
exo leta, L. Gumley, Lougkko rougk, Quorn at sal

lows
Xylina orn ithopus, Rott . Gumley

sem ibrunnea, H aw. Gumley, Bo rdo n H ill

socia, Rot t. Gumley at ivy
Astero sco pus sphinx, H ufn . Leicester at lamps, Mar

ket Boswo rtk larvae (Bo uskell, Birkenhead)
Cucullia verbasci, L. Gumley, MarketBoswo rtk larvae
on various species of verbascum, Medkourne,
Quorn

scr0phulariae , Esp. Gumley
umbratica, L. Gen . dist.

GONOPTERIDAB

Go no pterz libatrix, L. Gen . d ist .

Pru su uas

H abro sto la tripartita, H ufu . Market Boswo rtk
, Leices

ter, Gumley, Lo ugkko ro ugk

triplasia, L . Leicester, Gumley, Market Boswo rtkat

valerian

H sn ow m en;

Anarta myrtilli, L. Quorn, Gumley, Owsto n
H eliaca tenebrata, Scop. Market Bo swortk, Knigkton,
Quo rn, Gumley

H eliothis armigera
,
Hb. Leicester

Eaasr nn uas

Erastria fasc iana
,
L. Gumley

Po apm u uas

Phyto m etra viridaria
, Clerck. Gumley

EUCL I DH DAE

Euclidia m i
,
Clerck. Owsto n

, Buddo n, Market Bo s

wo rtk
,
Beacon Hill

glyph ica, L. Aylestone, Owston, Market Boswo rtk,
Quorn

, Gumley

H ERM I SCI IDAE

Buddo n (Wh ittingham)
Quo rn

Kikwo rtk, Quo rn

Rivula sericealis
,
Scop .

Zanclo gnatha tarsipennalis, Tr.

grisealis, H b. Quo rn
Pechypo go n barbalis, Clerck.

H YPENI DAE

Bro m o lo cha fon tis, Thub . Buddan (Wh it t ingham )
Hypena rostral is, Buddo n ”f o od amongst b ilberry

,
J u ly.

v . c .
pro bo sc idalis, L . v . c .

BREPH IDAE

Breph o s parthenias, L. Bo rdon H ill, Buddan Wo od, a

fine lemon ab. from the former locality
notha, H b, Switkland, Buddo n

Uro pteryx sambucaria, L. Gen . dist., larvae o f? ivy

NOCTUAE (continued)
PLUSI IDAE (co ntinued)

Plusia moneta, Kikwortk 1 898 , Mo rket Boswo rtk abun.
dan t feeding on six species of acon itum, also
delphinium

,
the former seems to be preferred

ch rysitis, L. Gen . dist .
festucae, L. Leicester, Market Boswo rtk larvae on
men tha at margin of canal

iota, L. Gen . dist.
pulch rina, Haw. Gen . dist.
gamma, L . v. c.

Enno m m s

Epione parallellaria, Schiff. Earl Skilton
,
Quorn

spicaria, Sch ifl'. Leicester, Lougkkoro ugk, Gumley
Rumia luteo lata, L . v. c.
Ven ilia maculata, L . Bradgate , Switkland. Local
Angerona prunaria, L. Lougkkorougk, Gumley
Metro campa m argaritaria, L. Gen . dist.
Ellopia pro sapiaria, L . MarketBoswo rtk (Birkenhead)
Eurym ene do lo braria

, L. Knigkton, Quo rn, Gumky. r .

Pericallia syringaria, L. Leicester, also larvae, Mo rket
Boswo rtk

, Gumley



A HISTORY OF

GEOMETRAE (continued )

ENNOM I DAB (continued )

Selen ia bilunaria, Esp. Gen . dist ., also summer form
juliarialunaria, Schiff. Kikwortk, Knigkton, Quo rn, Gunt
ley, Staunton Harold, Oo dky

tetralunaria, H ufn . Lougkko ro ugk larvae
Odo n to pcra biden tata, Clerck. Gen . d ist .
Cro callis elinguaria, L . Gen . dist .
Eugo n ia au tum naria, Wernb. Lougkko ro ugk

aln iaria, L. (tiliaria, Bork) . Gen . d ist .
fuscan taria, Haw. Leicester district at lamps, v.c .

at times, larvae Gumley, larvae (Dixon)
ero saria, Bork. Gen . dist .
quercinaria, Hufu . Gen . dist .

Himera pennaria, L. Leicester, Gumley, Lougkkorougk,
Market Bo swortk, larvae

AMPHI DASYDAB

Ph igalia pedaria, Fb. Gen . dist. ; black ab. Buddan,
Leicester, lll arket Boswo rtk

Nyssia h ispidaria, Fb. Buddan Wo od, abundan t black
ab. r. Bo rdon Hill r.

Biston hirtaria, Clerck. Gumley
Am ph idasys strataria, H ufu . Woods, gen . dist .

be tularia, L. Gen . dist .
var. do ubledayaria. Gen . dist . also in ter
mediate forms

,
commoner than it was twen ty

years ago
BOARMI I DAE

Hem ero ph ila abruptaria, Thu b . Gen . dist . a dark
form occurs occasional ly

Cleora glabraria, H b. Recorded from Gumley (Mat

thews)
lich enaria, H ufn . Lougkko rougk, Gumley

Bo arm ia rcpandata, L. c .
gemmaria, Brahm . Gen . dist .
ro bo raria

,
Sch ifi

’

. Gumley
c o nso rtaria

,
Fb. Gumley

Tephrosia consonaria, Hb. Gumley
c repuscularia, Hb. G en . dist .
biundularia

,
Bork. Gen . dist. a dark form occurs

punc tularia, Hb. Bo rdon Hill, Switkland, Lo ugk

ko rougk

Gso ms'r iu m s

Pseudo pterpna pru inata, H ufn . Lougkko rougk, Gumley.

n .c .

Geometra papilio naria, L. SwitklandWo odand larvae
Seal Wo od, Lougkko rougk, Gumley

Ph o ro desm a pustulata, H ufu . Knigkton, Market Bos
wo rtk

, probably overlooked (Bo uskell, Birkenhead)
lo dis lactearia, L. Gen . dist .
Hemithea strigata, Mull. Gen . dist .

EPHY R I DAE

Zo no so m a punctaria, L. Bradgate Po rk, Lougkkorougk,Quo rn
linearis, Hb. Owston Wo od, Gumley
annulata, Schu lz . Quorn, Gumley

ACI DALI I DAB

Asthena luteata, Sch ifi
'

. Knigkton, Switkland, Quo rn,
Market Boswo rtk

, Owsto n Wo od

candidata, Schifl'. Gumley, Lougkkoro ugk, Market
Boswortk

, Owston lI/ ood

Cassiu uan

Cabera pusaria, L. Gen . dist . in woods
exan them aria, Scop . Gen . dist. in woods

Bapta tem erata, H b. Owston Wo od, Quo rn, Bo rdon
H ill, Gumley

MACARI I DAB

Macaria alternata
, Hb. Owston Wo od

liturata, Clerck. Market Boswortk

H alia vanaria
, L. Gen . dist .

FIDONI IDAB

Panagra petraria, Hb. Cko rnwo od Forest. Gen . dist.
Em aturga ato m aria

, L. Open commons, Cko rnwo od
Forest

Bupalus pin iaria, L . Cko rnwo od, Bradgate Park, Bar

don H ill

Aspilates o chrearia, Rossi. Gumley

ZERBNI DAE

Abraxas gro ssulariata, L. Gen . dist . and destructive.
sylvata, Sco p. Cko rnwo od Fo rest, Owston Wo od,

abundan t Market Boswortk, Gumley, Uc.

Ligdia adustata, Sch ifl
'

. Lougkkorougk

Lo m aspilis marginata, L. Switkland, Quorn, Buddan
Wo od, Mo rketBoswo rtk

c n o u

Pachycnem ia h ippo castanaria, Hb. Local, Quorn
HYBERNI I DAB

Hybernia rupicapraria, H b. Gen . dist.
leuc o phearia, Sch iff. Gen . dist . in wo ods, melan ic
forms abundan t

auran tiaria
,
Esp. Quorn

, Gumleymarginaria, Bork . Gen . dist.
var. fuscata. Abundan t near Leicester,Mo r

ket Boswortk

defo liaria, Clerck. Gen . dist.
An iso pteryx aescularia, Schiff. Gen . dist .

Le asnr n uaa

Ch eim ato bia brum ata, L . Ge n . d ist. and destructive
at times

bo reata
,
Hb. Quorn, probably overlooked in other

local ities
Opo rabia dilutata, Bork. Gen . d ist .

filigramm aria
, H . S. Leicester district

LEICE STER SHIR E

GEOMETRAE (continued)

Ao m mm as (continued )

Asthena sylvata, Hb. Gumley, r.

Eupisteria obliterata, H ufn . Quo rn, Lougkkoro ugk
Acidalia dimidiata, H ufn . Quo rn, Gumley

bisetata
,
H ufn . Gumley, Lougkkorougk, Quo rn,

Owston Wo od

trigem inata, Haw . Anstey Lo ne

m argin epunc tata, Goze . Quo rn, Gumley
immu tata, L . Guntlity, Quo rn
rem utaria, Hb. Lougkko ro ugk

imitaria, Hb. Gumley
aversata. L. Gen . dist.

var. spo liata. Gen . dist. but not v.c .

emarginata, L. Quorn
Timandra am ataria, L. Gen . dist.
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A HISTORY OF

PYRALIDES (continued )

PYRALIDAE (continued)
Pyraus
ta purpuralis, L. Owston Wood, Bradgate Po rk,

Bo rdo n Hill

H erbula cespitalis, Schiff. Ulverscroft (Wh ittingham )
Ennych ia n igrata, Scop. Bradgate Po rk

Borr o w
Agrotera nemoralis, Scop. Quo rn.

Eurrhypara urticata, L. Gen. d ist. amongst net tles
Scopu la lutealis, Hb. Gen . dist.

o livalis, Schiff. Gen . dist.
prunalis, Schiff. Kikwo rtk

ferrugalis, Hb. Kikwortk

Bo tys hyalinalis, Hb. BuddanWo od

ruralis, Scop . Gen . dist .
terrealis, Tr. Quo rn

Ebulea sam bucalis, Sch iif. Gen . dist.
Spilo des vertical is, L. Gen . dist.
Pio nea fo rficalis. Gen . dist.
Oro bena extim alis, Scop. Quo rn , Cko rnwo od
Perinephele lancealis, Schiff. Knigkton

HYDROCAMPI DAB

Cataclysta lem nata, L. Knigkto n, Quorn, at edges of
ponds Bo rdon H ill, Mo rket Boswo rtk

Hydro cam pa nympheata, L. Quorn, near water
Bo rdo n Hill, Owston Wo od, Market Boswo rtk

stagnata, D o n . Knigkton, Bo rdon Hill, Bradgate

Po rk, Owston Wo od

PTEROPHOR I

Pr aao pno am as

Platytilia bertram i, Ross]. Market H o rko ro ugk

iso dac tylus, Zel l . Cko rnwo od Fo rest

go n o dac tyla, Schiff. Market Harkorougk, Gresley

(Derby)
Am blyptilia acanth o dac tyla, H b. Kikwortk

c o sm o dactyla, H b. Market H o rko rougk

Mim aeseOptilus bipunctidactyla, Haw. Market Har

pterodactylus, L. Market Harko rougk

Oedem ato pho rus lith o dactylus, Tr. Kikwo rtk

Pterophorus m o no dactylus, L. Common .
Ac iptilia pen tadactyla, L . Gen . dist.

ALUCI ’I ‘IDAE

Alucita hexadactyla, L. Gen . dist .

CRAMBIITES

Can no ns

Sch o eno bius fo rficellus, Thub. Aylestone

gigantellus, Sch iff. Canal
,
Market Boswortk

Cinnam o n

Crambus pratellus, L. c.
perlellus, Scop. Leicester, Bo rdon Hill, Bradgate
Park

,
Mo rket Bo swo rtk

tristellus, Fb. Cko rnwo od Forest, Evington, Owsto n
Wood

culm ellus, L. Quo rn, Knigkto n, Bradgate Po rk,
Bo rdon H ill

h o rtucllus
,
H b.

Owsto n Wo od

Quo rn, Knigkton, Bradgate Po rk,

LEICESTERSHIR E

CRAMBIITES (co ntinued)

a c im a

Euz o phera pingu is, H aw. Knigkton, Stougkton

Crypto blades bistriga,
Plo dia interpunctella, H b. Kikwo rtk, at rest on
house

Phyc is be tulae, Go ze. Buddon (Wh ittingham )

GALLER I DAE

Galleria m ello nella, L. In beehives
, Kikwortk, Market

Bo swortk (Birkenhead)
Apho m ia so c iella, L . Huntkerstone

Achro ea grisella, Fb. Kikwo rtk, beeh ives

PENTH INIDAE

Penthina co rticana, Hb. SealWo od

prun iana, Hb. Cko rnwo od

o chro leucana, Hb. Kikwo rtk, n .c.

sauciana, Hb. Buddon (Whit tingham)
Antithesia salicalla, L .B.W.

SPI LONOTI DAB

Hedya ocellana, Fb. Kikwo rtk, n .r.
, but uncertain in

appearance Owston Wo od

lariciana, Zell. Kikwo rtk
dealbana. SealWo od, Kikwo rtk

Spilo no ta trim aculana
,
H aw. Kikwo rtk

,
n .r. on elm

ro saeco lana, Dbl. Kikwo rtk, n .v.c .

roborans, Tr. Kikwo rtk, Bradgate Park

Pardia tripunctana, Fb. Knigkton

Ssaxco mnaz

Aspis udm anniana, L. Knigkton, Kikwortk

Serico ris lacunana, Dup. SealWood, Bo rdon Hill

urticana, Hb. Buddon

Roxana arcuana, Clerck. Kikwo rtk

Orth o taen ia antiquana, H b. Kikwortk, at light
striana, Schiff. Kikwo rtk, n .v.c .

Tortrix podana, Scop . Leicester district, Quorn
crataegana, Hb. Owsto n Wo od

xylo steana, L. Buddon

so rbiana, Hb. Bo rdon Hill

rosana, L. Gen . dist .
c innam o m eana, Tr. Wkitwick
heparana, Sch ifi

'

. Knigkton

ribeana, Hb. n .c .
,
Bo rdon Hill

, Owston Wo od

viridans , L. Gen . dist.
m in istrana

, L. Quo rn, Kikwo rtk, the dark var.

found common ly in the north occurs
fo rsterana, Fb. Knigkton, Kikwortk

D ichelia grotians
,
Fb. Buddo n

Peronea schallerana, L. Cko rnwood Fo rest

variegana, Sch iii
'

. Cko rnwo od Fo rest

ferrugana, Tr. Cko rnwo od Forest

Rhaco dia candana
,
Fb. Cko rnwo od Fo rest

Teras con taminata, H b. Knigkton, Bradgate Po rk

D ictyOpteryx h o lm iana, L . Grace Dieu, Knigkto n

bergm ann iana, L . Bo rdon Hill

fo rskaleana, L. Seal Wo od

Argyro to z a co nwayana, Fb. SealWo od

Ptych o lo m a lech eana
, L. Lougkkorougk, Seal Wood,

Owston Wo od



TORTRICES (continued)
Scmrm m nas

Cnephasia m usculana, Hb. Kikwortk

Sc iaphila nubilana, Hb. Kikwortk, lying late in the
afternoon

hybridana, Hb. Kikwortk, fairly c.

Gu pno mm m as

Bactra furfurana, Haw. Kikwortk, Saddingto n, o ut of
reeds

Ph o xo pteryx biarcuana, St.

myrtillana,
lundana

, Fb . Owston Wo od
, Kikwo rtk

Graph o litha subo cellana, D o n . Ulo erscroft
trim aculana, D o n . Kikwortk, n .r. on elm
penkleriana, Fisch . Kikwo rtk, n ear canal
naevana, Hb. Kikwo rtk. c . round hol ly bushes

Phlo e o des tetraquetrana, Haw. Buddo n

Hyperm ec ia angustana, Hb. Cko rnwo od

crucians, L. Owston Wo od

Paedisca co rticana
,
Hb. Seal Wo od

o ccultana, Dougl. Cko rnwood

sem ifuscana, St. Bradgate Po rk

Ephippiph o ra c irsiana, Zell. Ulo erscrofi
pflugiana, Haw. Ulr/erscroft
brunnich iana, Frol. Kikwo rtk

n igrico stana, Haw. Ulo erscrofi
tetrago nana, St. Owston Wood

Olindia rufillana
,
Wilk. Kikwo rtk

Coccyx argyrana, H b. Buddon (Whit tingham)
taedella, Clerck. Owston Wo od

vacc iniana, Fisch . Buddan

Carpocapsa po m o nella, L . Kikwortk, Mo rket Bos

wo rtk, 8te.

Stigm o no ta perlepidana, Haw.

nitidana, Fb. Ulo erscrofl
Dicro ram pha petiverella, L. Kikwo rtk

Pyro des rh eediella, Clerck. Kikwortk, flying by day
Cat0ptria hype ricana, H b. Owston Wo od

albersana, Hb. Buddan

R oecltfl

Knigkton, Kikwortk

Pr u no m s o aa

Choreu tes myllerana, Fb. Cko rnwo od

Symaethis o xycan th ella, L. Cko rnwo od

Co ucnvm uas

Ulo erscrofl
Stougkton Lo ne, Buddon

Eupo ec ilia nana, Haw.

Xan th o setia z o egana, L.

Wo od

hamana, L. Leicester district, Quorn, Owston Wo od

Argyro lepia badiana, Hb. Owston Wood

Arnsu uaa

To rtrico des hyem ana, Hb. Buddan (Whittingham)

TINBAR
Emcm rm m n

Lemnato ph ila phryganella, Hb. Kikwortk, flying at

4. p.m .

D iurnea fagelia, Fb. Gen . dist., melan ic forms
abundan t

Epigraph ia steinkellneriana, Schifl
'

. Kikwortk, Market

H o rko rougk

TINEAE (continued )

Tw inm a

ADELI DAE

Adela fibulella, Fb. Grange Wo od
,
Kikwo rtk

ruflm itrella, Scop . Kikwo rtk, r.

cr o esella, Scop . Ulo erscrofi
degeerella, L . Seal Wo od, Cko rnwo od, Market

H o rko rougk

viridella, L . Switkland, Owston Wo od
, Buddon

Wood, Bo rdon H ill

HYPONOMBUTI DAB

Swamm erdamm ia co m bin ella, H b. Kikwortk, round
hawthorn , rarely seen

caesiella, Hb. Kikwortk

pyrella, Vil l . Kikwo rtk, Market Harko ro ugk

Hypo no m euta plum bellus, Schiff. Market Harko ro ugk

irro rellus, Hb. Market H o rko ro ugk

padellus, L. Kikwo rtk, Bo rdon H ill

Prays curtisellus, D o n . Kikwortk, dark var. ; Bro d

gate Po rk

Pw r u mm s

Plutella cruc iferarum , Zell. Kikwo rtk
, Market H o r

ko rougk, Bo rdon H ill

po rrectella, L. Kikwo rtk, flying in hot sunshine
Mo rket Harko ro ugk

Cero sto m a sequ ella, Clerck. Kikwortk, Market Ho r

vittella, L. Market Ho rko ro ugk

radiatella, Do n . Market Harko rougk

costella, Fb . Knigkto n, Market Ho rkorougk, Brod

gate Park

sylvella, L . Market Ho rkorougk

alpella, Sch ifl
'

. Ro venstone

D iplo do ma m arginepun ctella, St. Kikwortk

Ochsenheim eria biso ntella, Zell . Market Ho rko rougk

Scardia granella
, L. Market H o rkoro ugk

clo acella, H aw. Kikwo rtk, Market H o rko rougk

arcella
,
Fb. Market Harkoro ugk

BlabOphanes rusticella, Hb. Kikwortk, in hothouses
abundan t

Tinea fulvim itrella, Sodo f. Ulverscrqfi
'
, r.

tapetz ella, L . Kikwo rtk, Mo rket H o rkorougk

m isella, Zell . Kikwortk, Bo rdo n Hill

pellio nella, L. Kikwortk, c.
rusc ipunctella, Haw. Kikwo rtk

argentim aculella, Sta. Kikwortk

lapella, Hb. Kikwortk, flying in afternoon
sem ifulvella

,
Haw. Market Ho rko rougk

Phyllo po ria bistrigella, Haw. Grange Wo od

Tineola biselliella, H aw. Kikwo rtk

Lampro n ia praelatella, Schifl
'

. Owston Wo od, Ulo ers

rubiella, Bjerk. Ulo erscrofl , Kikwo rtk, local
Incurvaria m uscalella, Fb. Kikwo rtk, flying by day

Mo rket H o rkorougk

pectinea, H aw. Ulo erscro/i
‘

Micropteryx c alth ella, L. Market Harko ro ugk

seppella, Fb. Market H o rko rougk

aureatella
,
Scop . Seal Wo od

thunbergella, Fb. Market H o rko ro ugk

subpurpurella, H aw. Market Harko ro ugk

NemOph o ra swamm erdamm ella, L. Kikwortk, Market

H o rko rougk

schwarz iella, Zell . Kikwortk, Ult/erscrofi



A HISTORY OF LEICESTER SHIR E

TINBAE (continued

Pw r sru m s (continued)

Harpipteryx nem o rella, L. Kikwortk

xylo stella, L. Kikwortk, Bo rdon Hill, Bradgate

Park

Th eristis m ucro nella, Scop. Knigkton

GBLBCHI IDAB

Orth o telia sparganella, Thub. Market Ho rkoro ugk

Ph ibalo cera quercana, Fb. Market Ho rkorougk, Kik

wo rtk, r.

Depressaria costosa, Haw. Market H o rkorougk

assim ilella, Tr. Market Ho rko rougk

arenella, Sch ifl
'

. Market Ho rkorougk, Knigkton,

Bo rdon Hill

pr0pinquella, Tr. Knigkton, Mo rket Ho rkorougk,

Bo rdon Hill

alstro em eriana, Clerck. Bo rdon Hill, Kikwortk,

n .c . Mo rket Harko ro ugk

c o n term inella, Zell . Market Ho rko ro ugk

applana, Fb . Kikwo rtk, abundan t ; Buddan Wo od

albipunc tella, H b. Market H o rko ro ugk

Gelechia pingu inella, Tr. Market Ho rko rougk

scalella, Scop. Buddon (Whittingham)
Bryo tr0pha terrella, Hb. Mo rket H o rkorougk

domestica
,
H aw. Kikwo rtk, fairly c . on windows

Mo rket H o rko rougk

Lita trico lo rella, Haw . SealWo od

frate rnella, Dougl . l itwick

Teleia pro xim ella, Hb. Market Ho rko rougk

fugitivella, Zel l . Market H o rko rougk

Recurvaria nanella, Hb. Market H o rkoro ugk

Pto cheuusa subo cella, St. Market H o rko ro ugk

Mo no ch ro a tenebrella, Hb. Kikwortk, flying over
stems of uncu t grass

Anacampsis an thyllidella, Hb. Market H o rkoro ugk

Chelaria h ubnere lla, D o n . Market H o rko rougk

Dasycera sulphu rella, Fb. Kikwortk, Market Har

koro ugk, Bo rdo n H ill

Oeco ph o ra minutel la, L. Market Ho rko rougk

fulvigutella, Zell. Market Ho rkorougk

fuscescens, Haw. Kikwo rtk, c .
pseudo spretella, Sta. Kikwo rtk, in ou t houses

abundan t
Endro sis fenestrella, Scop . Gen . d ist .
Butalis fusco-cuprea, Haw. Market Ho rkoro ugk

GLYPHIPTERYGIDAB

Glyph ipteryx fischeriella, Zell. Market Ho rko rougk

fusco viridella, Haw. Ulr/erscroft, flying over grass

Ano r assr uu uas

Argyresthia ephippella, Fb. Market Ho rko rougk

sem itestacella, Curt. Market H o rkorougk

albistria, Haw. Owston Wo od
, unicolorous vars.

Mo rket H o rkorougk

sem ifusca , H aw. Wkitwick

glaucinella, Zell. Bradgate Po rk

retinella, Zell . Market Ho rkorougk

curvella, L . Kikwortk

so briella, Tr. Market Ho rko ro ugk

pygm aeella
, Hb. Market Ho rko ro ugk

go edartella, L. Kikwortk, Mo rket H o rko rougk

bro chella, Hb. Market Ho rko rougk, Bradgate Po rk

arceuth ina, Zell. Mo rket Ho rko rougk

TINEAE (continued

Gu c ru iu rm a

Gracilaria alch im ella, Scop . Ulverscroft, Market

elo ngella, L. Market H o rko rougk

syringella, Fb. Ulverscroft, Kikwo rtk, Market

Ho rko rougk

Orn ix avellana, Sta.

anglicella, Sta. Grange W
'

o od

to rqu illella, Sta. Wkitwick

guttea, Haw. Kikwortk, on wing flying by day

Kikwortk, Mo rket Ho rkoro ugk

COLBOPHORIDAB

Coleophora fusco cuprella, H .S. Mo rket H o rkoro ugk

tro glo dytella, Dup. Market Ho rkorougk

linco la, H aw. Market Ho rko ro ugk

lutipennella, Zell. Kikwortk, fairly c

Eu cnxs
’

rim s

Batrachedra praeangusta, Haw. Market Ho rkoro ugk

pin o co lella, Dup. Grace Dieu

Laverna prOpinquella, Sta. Market H o rko ro ugk

lacteella, St. Market H o rko ro ugk

epilo biella, Sehr. Kikwortk, Gy.

o chraceella, Curt . Kikwortk, Market Ho rkorougk

hellerella, Dup . Market Ho rko rougk

Ch ryso clysta aurifro ntella, Hb. Kikwortk
, Ulo ers

marginea, Haw. Ulo erscrcy
‘i

e no co rrsr ruaa

Elachista m agn ificella, Tgstr. Ulo erscrofi, flying in
wood

albipunc tella, Sta. Ulverscroft
albifro ntella, Hb. Ulverscroft, Market Ho rko rougk,
Owsto n Wo od

lutic o m ella, Zell. Market H o rko ro ugk

n igrella, Hb. Kikwo rtk, v.c . some years
o bscurella, Sta. Kikwortk, flying in afternoon
m egerlella, Zell. Mo rket Ho rko ro ugk

cerusella, Hb. Market H o rko rougk

rhynch o spo rella, Sta. Market H o rkorougk

rufo c inerea, Haw. Kikwortk, Market H o rkorougk,
Bo rdo n H ill

argentella, Clerck. Kikwo rtk, Bradgate Po rk

Tischeria co mplanella, H b. Market Ho rko ro ugk, Ul

Litho co lletis cavella, Zell. Kikwo rtk
, feeds on

birch
po m ifo liella, Zell. Kikwo rtk, Market H o rko rougk

co ryli, N icel l i. Kikwortk, Market H o rko rougk

faginella, Mann . Market Ho rkoro ugk

vim ineto rum , Sta. Knigkton

ulm ifo liella, Hb. Mo rket H o rkorougk

querc ifo liella, Fisch . Market Ho rkorougk

cram erella, Fb. Market Ho rkorougk

tenella
,
Zell. Knigkto n

sylvella, Haw. Bradgate Park

em berizaepennella, Bouche. Grange Wo od

fro lich iella, Zel l . Ulo erscrofi,
flying amongst

alders in marshy copse
nicel li, Zell. Kikwo rtk
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ORTHORRHAPHA (co ntinued)
BRACHYCERA (con tinued)

Tnz nsvm u

Thereva fulva, Mg. Blo ky, June, 1 8 7 1

Bu rm u

Hybo s gro ssipes, L. Bradgate Park

fem o ratus, Mull. Narkoro ugk

Cyrto m a n igra, Mg.

spuria, Fb. Blo k]
Rhamph o myia nigriceps, Fb. Longclifi

su lcata, Fin . Switkland, Bro ugkton, B

spin ipes, Fln . Blo ky
flava FIn . Bradgate Po rk

Empis tessellata, Fb . Gen. dist .
livida, L. Somerky, Blaky, Owston Wo od

opaca, Fb. Blo ky
sterco rea

,
L. Blo ky, Bradgate Po rk

trigramma, Mg. Anstey, Brougkton, Blaby
punctata, Mg. Tilton, Anstey,
lu tea, Mg. OwstonWo od

scutel lata, Curt. Blo ky
pennaria, Fln . Tilto n

albinervis, Mg. Blo ky
ch io ptera, FIn . Tilto n

, Blaky, Bradgate Po rk

Pachym eria fem o rata
,
Fb. Blo k

H ilara maura, Fb. Blo ky, Bradgate Park

pineto rum , Z ett. Saddington

fusc ipes, Fb. Blaky

quadrivittata, Mg. Blaky
ch o rica

,
Fln . Blo ky

nana
, Ff. Blo ky

Ocydro m ia glabricula, FIn . Narko ro ugk, Blaky
Lepto pez a flavipes, Mg. Braunsto ne

Ardo ptera irro rrata, FIn . Bradgate Po rk

Tachista arro gans, L . Blaky
co nnexa, Mg. Braunstone

Do u c uo ro utm s

Psilo pus platypterus, Fb. Blaky, Bradgate Po rk

lo ngulus, Mg. Long/if} , Mo rket Boswortk

o bscurus, Fall. Bradgate Po rk

Eu tarsus aulicus. Mg. Blo ky, Bradgate Po rk

Do lich o pus plum ipes, Sc o p. Tilton, Blo ky, Bradgate

Park, Narkorougk

pennatus, Mg. Tilton, Blaky, Bradgate Po rk

popu laris, W. Braunsto ne, Long/if} , Bradgate
Po rk

griseipenn is, Stain . Blo ky, Longclifié
trivialis, H al. Tilton, Blaky, Longclije, Bradgate
Po rk

brevipenn is, Mg. Tilton, Blo ky
aeneus, De G . Tilton, Saddington, Blo ky, No r

Orth o ch ile n igro co erulea, Str. Bradgate Park

Gym n0pterus aero sus, Fln . Bradgate Po rk, Narko ro ugk

Ch ryso tus neglectus, W. Bradgate Po rk

gramineus
,
Fln . No rkoro ugk

Diapho rus o culatus, Fln. No rko rougk

Argyra diaphana, Fb . Blo ky
argen tina

,
Mg. By. Narkoro ugk

leuco cephala, Mg. Santerky, Narko ro ugk

Po rphyro ps spin ic o xus, Lw. Bradgate Po rk, Longclibfi
elegantulus, Mg. Cropston

ORTHORRHAPHA (co ntinued)
BRACHTCERA (con tinued)
D o u cno r o m m s (continued )

Xiphandrium caligin o sum ,
Mg. Blaky

m o n o trichum , Lw. Aylestone

appendicu latum, Zett. Longclifi
Scellus no tatus, Fb. Owston Wo od

Sympycnus annulipes, Mg. Bradgate Po rk

CYCLORRHAPHA
PROBOSCI DEA

Sr apm nas

Pipiz ella virens, Fb. Blo ky
Pipiz a lugubris. Blo ky
noctilu ca

,
L. Blo k}

Lio gaster metallina, Fb. Blo ky
Chryso gaster m acquarti, Lw. Blo ky
Spl endens, Mg. Blaky, Scroptcy

‘i’
, Wo odko use

chalybeata, Mg. Groky Po ol

cam eterio rum
,
L. Groky Po ol, Wo odkouse,Breedo n

h irtel la, Lw. Great Glen, Blo ky, So tnerky
Ch ilo sia an tiqua

,
Mg. Blo ky

pulchripes, Lw. Blaby, Lo ngclzfi}
decidua

,
Egg. Blo ky, Brougkton Astley

vernalis, Fln . Blo ky, Groky, Saddingto n

grossa
,
Fln . Blo ky on sallows

flavim ana,Mg. Blo ky, Bradgate Park, No rkoro ugk,
Owston Wo od

variabilis
,
Pz . Blo ky, Bradgate Po rk, BurkogeWo od

pigra, Lw. Owston Wo od

o estracea
, L. Owston Wo od

Leuco so na leuc o rum
,
L . Blo ky, Owston Wo od, Brad

gate Po rk

Melan o sto m a ambiguum, Fln . Blo ky, Bo rdonH ill

dubium, Zett . Blaby
scalare

,
Fb. Owston Wo od

, Breedon

m ellinum
, L. Blo ky, Longclzfi ,

No rkorougk

Melangyna quadrim aculata
, Ver. Bo rdon H ill

Pyro phana granditarsis, Foster. Blaby, No rkorougk

Platych irus m anicatus, Mg. Groky, Blo ky, Owston

Wo od

albimanus, Fb. Blo ky, Bradgate Po rk

peltatus, Mg. Blaky, Bradgate Po rk

scu tatus, Mg. Blaby, Owston Wo od
, Bradgate Park

scambus, Sto eg. Blaky, Bradgate Park, Breedon

po dagratus, Zett. Cropston

clypeatus, Mg. Blaky, Bradgate Po rk, No rkorougk

Syrphus punctulatus, Ver. Blo ky, Bo rdonH ill, Lo ngelij
'

?

c o mpo sito rum ,
Ver. Bo rdon H ill

um bellataum ,
Fb. Blaby, Lo ngcltfi

aurico llis, Mg. Blo ky, Longclfi
cinctellus, Ze tt. Lo ngckfi
balteatus, De G. Saddington, Blo ky
bifasciata, Fb . Blo ky, Bo rdo n, Sonterky
arcuatus, Fln . Saddingto n, Blo ky
lan iger, Mg. Blo ky, Bo rdon Hill, Breedon

c o ro llae, Fb. Blo ky, Longelsfi , Bo rdo n

annulatus, Zett . Bo rdon H ill

latifasc iatus, Meq. Anstey Lo ne, Bh ky
n itidico llis, Mg. Bo rdon H ill

vitripennis, Mg. Blo ky, Longcliflé
ribesii, L . Blo ky, Buddan

tricinc tus, Fln . Bo rdon H ill, Owston

venustus, Mg. Blo ky, Longcl/bfi ’

, Bo rdo n Hill



pellucens, L. Blo ky, Owston, Bo rdon, Breedo n
‘Seric o myia borealis, Fln . Blaky
Eristalis sepulchralis, L . Anstey Lo ne, Blo ky
tenax, L. Gen . d ist .
arbusto rum , L . Anstey Lo ne, Blaky, Owsto n Wo od

in tricarius, L . Blaky, Narko ro ugk

pertinax
,
Scop . Blo ky, Owsto n Wo od, Market

h o rtico la, De G . Buddan Wo od

Myio tro pa flo rea, L . Anstey Lo ne, Blo ky, Owston

H elophilus trivittatus, Fb. Anstey Lo ne, Blo ky
hybridus, Lw. Bro ugkton Astley, Blaby
pendu lus

,
L. Blaky, Bradgate Po rk

lineatus, L . Arnesky
Meredo n equestris, F . Owsto n Wo od as the narcissus
does not grow in thiswood it wou ld be in terest
ing to know what plan t it is at tached to.

Crio rrh ina ruficauda, De G. Switkland

berberins , Fb. Owston Wo od

Xylo ta segnis, L . Switkland, So tnerky, Bo rdo n Wo od

sylvarum ,
L . Owsto n Wo od

Syritta pipiens, L . Saddington, Blo ky, Owston ”
fo od

Ch ryso to xum sylvarum ,
Mg. Blaky, Bradgate Park

bic inctum , L. Somerky, Tkurco ston, Longckfi

Co no rtuas

Siens ferrugineus, L. Lo ngclzfi , Bo rdon H ill

Myo pa buccata, L . Blaky, Bradgate Po rk

testacea, L . Blaky

Oz sr am ax

Gastrophilus equi, Fb. Mountsorrel

TACH I N IDAE
A10ph o ra h em ipto ra, F. Owsto n Wood

Sarcophaga cam aria, L. Blo k] , Longclifi ,

Muscm aa

Braunsto ne

Sc ro mvzm As

Tetrano cera elata, Fb . Bradgate Park, 9 Ju ly, 1 88 5 ,
2 3 Jun e, 1 89 5

laevifro n s
,
Lw .

sylvat ica
,
Mg.

Blo ky, Bradgate

Great Glen, Owston Wo od, Brad

reticu lata, L. Aykstone, Saddingto n

punctu lata, Scop. Owsto n Wo od
, Somerky

Limnia ungu ic o rn is, Scop . Braunstone, Tilton

Elgiva albisc ta, Scop . Aylestone, Saddingto n, Blakydorsalis, Fb. Bradgate Park, 9 Ju ly, 1 8 8 7

Tan xr rm s

Acidia h eraclei, L. Blo ky, Bradgate Park, Bo rdon H ill

Tephrites m illiaria, Sch r. Owston Wo od

H rsro rso scm as

Co rdylura pubera, L. Blaky
No rellia spin im ana

,
Fln . Blo ky, 1 1 June, 1 89 1

liturata, Mg. Bradgate Po rk, 2 1 May, 1 8 84
scybalaria, L. Askky
inqu inata

,
Mg. Braunsto ne

Scato phaga squalida, Mg. Bradgate Po rk, Blaby
stercoraria, L. Blaky

Psru uas

Lo xo c era aristata, Pz . Narko rougk Bogs, 2 3 July, 1 8 8 5
albise ta, Schr. Blaky
sylvatica, Mg. Braunsto ne, Switkland

Calobata petronella, L . Cko rnwo od Forest, Blo kycibaria
,
L . Blaky, Tkurtnasto n

Oarau ua s

Cero xys gangrano sus, L . Saddington, No rko rvugk

Platysto m a sem inatio n is, Fb. Somerky, Blaby

Bo m omm a

Borborus n itidus, Mg. Mountsorrel, Blo k) , Bradgate

Po rk

Sphaero cera subsultans, Fb. Bh ky
Limosina sylvatica

,
Mg.

crassimana, Hal. Blaby, Bradgate Park



as far as 1 am aware.
Co riz us parumpunctatus, a rare species

,
is recorded from Kirby Mu x loe .

Myrmus mirifisrm is, a sou t hern insec t, has occurred at Swithland Wood ; t here is -rio o
‘th er

Midland record, n eith er is it n oted from t he west o r north .
A rare Spec ies,M o cro lopkus nukilus, fou nd on Stach ys sylvatica, was u n recorded fo r t h e Midlands

t ill Marshall took it n ear L eicest er.

Ortko tylus kilineo tus, a ra ther rare insec t fou nd on aspen s
,
is recorded from L eic es ter.

O. o ckro trickus, tak en at Bradgat e
,
has no t h ith erto been tak en ou tside t h e so u t hern and

London dis tric ts.
Pso llus quercus, tak en at Leic ester by Marshall

,
is only recorded from four o th er localities.

fl tracto to m us m o li is ra th er local, and t h ere are only four o th er records Mr. Stanyo n took it at
Lea Lan e .

Plagio na tlzus so ltito ns is also a ra th er lo cal spec ies.
The follow in g list must n o t by any m eans be taken fo r a c om ple t e record

, as m u c h work
remains to be don e in th e cou n t y (in common w it h most of En gland) before w e shall hav e a

thorough kn owledge of th e H em iptera .

In th e follow in g list th e writer is indeb ted to Mr. Joh n Stanyo n fo r m ost of t h e n o t es ; o th ers
have been fu rn ish ed by coleopterists who have taken c hanc e specim ens.

GYMNOCERATA
CYDNI DAB

Sehirus, Am . S.

bicolor, L. One specimen

Psnr n o m uas

Pentato m a, Oliv. (Subgenus Carpo co ris)
baccatum , L. Cko rnwo od Fo rest. Rank herbage

Tro pico ris, H ahn .
— rufipes, L. Switkland IVo od

Acanth o so m a
, Curt.

den tatum, De G . SwitklandWo od

(Subgenus Elasm o stethus)
Tm cwm suz

A. interstinctum , L. SwitklandWo od

COREINA

Co asm as

Co riz us, Fall
parumpunctatus, Sch ill. KirkyMuxloe

Myrm us
,
H ahn

Hr nao ms'r m ua s

LYGAEINA Hydrometra, Latr.

stagn o rum , L. Plen tiful on runn ingwater

LYGAEINA (continued )

LYGAEIDAE (continued)
Sco lo po stethus, Fieb.

afl'in is
,
Schill. v . c.

negl ectus
,
Edw . c .

deco ratus
, H ahn . Bradgate in turf (Stanyo n)

D rym us, Fieb.

sylvaticus
,
F . In moss.

brunnens, Sahib . Groky Parks

Gastro des, Westw .

ferrugineus, L. Leicester (Marshall)

Orth o stira, Fieb.

parvula, Fall. Newtown Linfird
Dictyo n o ta, Curt .

strichno cera
, Fieb. Crofi Hill

Derephysia, Spin
fo liacea

,
Fall . Leicester

Mo nanth ia, Lep.

cardui, L. c.
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Plagio gnathus, Fieb.

arbusto rum , F . Braunsto ne

viridulus, Fal l . c.
saltitans, Fall.

Corixa, Geoffs.
sem istriata, Fich .

ARACHNIDA

The follow ingspec ies have been taken by Messrs. W . J. Kaye and C. B. Chalcraft

LYCOSIDAE
LYCOSA

Lycosa campestris, Blackwal l
Very common . Found runn ing on the ground

Lycosa so cco to , Blackwall
Very common . Always found in large numbers
together found in profusion in such places as dung
heaps and places where straw is laid

D o w msuss

D olomedes miro kilis, Latreille
Found runn ing on the ground among long grass,

and carries its eggsac under the sternum
Owston Wood (G . B. C.)

Salticus scenicus, Clerck

Probably all over the coun ty.
covered with ivy, Leicestershire :
Wood (G. B. C.)

THOMISIDAE
Tu o m sus

Taken o ff wall
also Swithland

Tko tnisus cristatus, Walckenaer

Very common in the coun ty ; one of the spiders
which has the power of launching itself in to the air,
and often travels con siderable distances in this manner

DRASSIDAE (co ntinued)

CLUBIONA

Clukio no accentuata, Latreille
Very rapid in its movemen ts ; found in
Taken in Buddo n Wood

CINI FLONIDAE

CINI FLO

Cinido atrox, Blackwall
Very common found under stones and loose bark
hun ts at n ight. Varies considerably in the colour o f

the markings of the abdomen
Leicester (G . B. October

AGELENIDAE

Tsar-manta
Tegenaria domestica, Walckenaer

Found in houses ; very common . Taken in
Leicestershire (G. B. C.)

Tegenaria cio ilis, Walckenaer

Found in houses ; common .
(G. B.

Taken in Leicester

Car-mor es
Co ebtes saxatilis

,
Wider

Frequen ts dark h iding places. Common at Bardon
H ill and probably elsewhere (G. B. C.)

Taxr iux



Common (G. B. C.)

(G. B. 0 )

Taken in Buddo n Wood

co m m o n

Taken at Owston Wood

On e taken
Epeira o ntrio do , Blackwall
At Saddington reservoir (G B. C.)

Epeira inclino to , Blackwall
Taken in Leicester and Buddo n Wood

TETRAGNATHA

Tctragno tko extenso , Latreil le
Taken in Owston Wood and Swithland



CRU STACEAN S

An in terest in this branch o f zoo logy cannot be trac ed back to a remo te
past in the annal s o f this c oun ty . Tko D escription of L eicester Skire, by Wil liam
Burton , in 1 6 2 2

,
takes no notic e o f its invertebrate fau na. A Topogropkico l

Histo ry oftke Co unty of Leicester , by the Rev. J . Cu rtis, published in 1 8 3 1 , is

equal ly neglec tful. The in troduc tion inc ludes an artic l e on bo tany
, con tri

bu ted by Three Loughborough bo tanists , Mr. Thomas Hands , Joseph Paget ,
Esq . ,

and Mr. William Parkinson .

’ This artic le begin s by saying
, Leices

tersh ire , c omprehending within its bou ndaries , hil l s, val leys , and plain s
,

al luvial and secondary strata, bogs , marshes, c u l tivated and waste ground
,

together w ith woods o f every aspec t , is pecu liarly ric h in its bo tany .

’ 2 There
fo l low s a very long list o fplan ts, among which are several pond weeds

,
these

and o ther c ircumstanc es o f the desc ription ju stifying th e inference that th is
coun ty wil l even tual ly be fou nd as well su pplied wi th land and freshwater
c ru stac ean s as mos t o f o u r purely in land shires . At leng th

,
in 1 8 86 , we find

one o f the spec ies more o r less defin itely men tioned. A R epo rt o f the
Leicester L iterary and Philosophical Society says

Mr. Garnar exh ibited spec im ens of th e small crustacean Asellus aqua ticus, comm on at th e
bot tom of ponds

,
and in wh ic h t he circu la tion of t h e in ternal flu id was v ery distin c tly seen

u nder th e m icroscope. He read an accou n t of t his an imal ex trac t ed from several works
,

bu t stated that th e prin cipal work upon th e su bj ec t was in Fren ch
,
and was no t procurable

in Le icester.

8

I t is no t expressly stated where the spec imen s were found, bu t, as they were
alive

,
no doubt they came from the immediat e neighbou rhood o f Leic ester

itself. The French work al luded to is the H isto ire Naturelle des Crustacés

d
’

E o u do uce de N o r
'vége, published in 1 867 , by the d i stinguished Norwegian

professor, G . O . Sars . In 1 894. a paper on ‘the L eic estershire brooks
,

’ by
Mr. Mot t , chairman o f the soc iety ju st men tioned, c on tain s the calcu lation
that there are abou t 45 0 distinc t s treams in the c ou n ty , and abou t 1 60 spec ies
o f plan ts to which their existenc e is essen tial , besides a smal l number o f

vertebrate an imals, and a large number o f invertebrates .4 In th e year 1 900

Mr . F . W. Row ley, giving h is inaugu ral address to the zoologic al sec tion o f
the same soc iety , made the fo l lowing pertin en t remarks

I m ay say that when I andMr. E llio t t arran ged e xcu rsions to t he reservoirs at Swith land
,

Cropston
, and Thorn ton , it was really wit h a desire to in terest som e of th e m em bers in a

bran ch of o ur work almost u n tou ched and wit h a peculiar fasc ination of its own . Fo r
,

indeed
,
o ur dit ch es

,
ponds

,
and reservoirs t eem w it h m at erial fo r study

,
and study of a

seriou s kind t h e form s of life wh ich w e m ee t with hav e n o t served t heir pu rpose
,
as som e

wou ld seem to t h ink
,
wh en th ey have been u tilized to compel adm irat ion at a so irle. On

the con trary th ey presen t problems fo r solu tion whic h tax to th e u tm ost t h e abilities of t h e
m ost acu t e and skilfu l observers.

Further on he says
On t h e zoological side

,
Mr. Garnar has fo r som e years made a spec ial study o f th e

En tomostraca, and I hope that h e w ill at n o distan t dat e c onsen t to let us hav e h is resu lts
fo r pu blicat ion in th e Transac tions.“

Op. cit. p . vn . Ibid . p . xxxv. Tke MidlandNaturalist, ix
Trans. Leic. Lit. and Pkil. Soc. iii

, 3 99 .

5 Ibid . v, 504.
96
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A H ISTORY OF LEICESTERSHIRE

w il l yield the Gammarus, its garden s and roadsides and bosky del ls wil l supply
many spec ies o f woodlic e o r woodland shrimps . These are the Isopoda
terrestria, sessile-eyed, fou rteen-legged, with short carapac e, in all these
respec ts agreeing with the Amph ipoda, bu t differing from them by having
some appendages o f the pleon o r tail c onverted

.

in to breath ing organ s, in s tead
o f having gil ls at tached to th e legs o f the m iddle—body. The i r abu ndanc e
and extensive range make it real ly s ingu lar that they shou ld fo r so long have
escaped all notic e in this c ou n ty, where hitherto, so far as public rec ords are
c onc erned, the on ly malacostracan rescu ed from the realms o f c onj ec tu re h as
been A sellus aquatz

’

eus, Linn . This, indeed, is o u r on ly distinc tively fresh
water isopod in England, very abundan t , very widely distribu ted, bu t no t to
be regarded as qu ite a typical isopod, sinc e, o f the six pairs o f appendages
proper to th e pleon , the female h as lost o r dispen sed with the second pair.

In c on trast with the state o f inanition in the great sub-c lass above
men tioned, the E ntomo straca are now making their presenc e known in no
inc on siderable variety . The c redit o f th is developmen t is in a large measure
du e to two investigators , one being th e late Mr. Garnar, whose name h as
already been brought forward, the o ther, Mr. J . D . Sc o u rfield, whose in timate
know l edge o f th e subj ec t gives exc ep tional valu e to th e unpublished list o f
spec ies with which he h as generou sly supplied me . There are

, however, as
wil l presen tly appear

,
one o r two additional au thorities to whom the c oun ty

is indebted fo r disc overies o f spec ial in terest.
The three orders among wh ich th e En tomostraca are distribu ted

,
the

Branch iopoda, O stracoda, and Copepoda, are so remarkably u n like in general
facies that some study is requ ired before the propriety o fc lassing them side by
side c an be apprec iated. Yet

, in spite o f th is diversity, th ere are c ertain
forms wh ich have been bandied to and fro between th e first and third orders

,

withou t obtain ing
,
even to this day, a qu ite secu re position in eith er. These

are th e Branch iu ra, at presen t by some acc ep ted as a sub—order o f th e
B ranch iopoda

,
sharing that rank with the Phyl lopoda and Cladocera. A l ter

natively, the three division s have been raised to independen t orders
,
near to

one ano ther. But Mr. Charl es Branch Wil son , in h is very valuable
Systematic Review o f the family Argulidae ,

“wou ld again make them a sub

order o fthe Copepoda. Th is is no t a fi t ting opportunity fo r discu ssing h is
argumen ts . Apart from these h is definition o f th e Branchiura m ay c o n

venientlybe qu o ted. Ac cording to this they have a flat tened body
,
c on sisting

o fa shield-shaped c ephalothorax in which the first thorac ic segmen t is fu sed
with the head, a free thorax o f three segmen ts, and a two-lobed abdomen
withou t segmen ts fou r pairs o f swimming feet, long and furnished with two
rows o f p lumose setae two large c ompound eyes, movable, and surrou nded
by a blood sinu s ; testes in the abdomen heart presen t ; females withou t ovisac s ,
eggs attached to foreign obj ec ts . ’ There is on ly on e family, inc luding three
genera.

Fo r institu ting a c omparison between the Branch iu ra on th e o ne hand
and the malacostracan crayfish o r i5 0pods on th e o ther, we m ay accep t the
opinion that in the former the paired appendages, apart from th e eyes, repre
sen t in succ ession first and second an tennae

,
mandibles

,
firs t and second

maxil lae , maxillipeds, and four pairs o f two-branched locomo tive limbs, in
Proe. U.S. Nat. Mus. x v, 70 1
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wh ich the ou ter branch is u nj oin ted. In on e genu s
,
however

, Cbo fl ope/tt
'

s
,

Thiele
,
the first an tennae are whol ly wan ting

, con trary to th e charac ter
almost u n iversal in the cru stac ean c lass . Bu t this genu s shares with A rgu/us

the pec u liarity that th e sec ond maxil lae are tran sformed in to suckers . There
is a twofo ld reason fo r speaking o f this as a c ase o f tran smu tation , becau se in
th e third genu s, D alops (Audou in) , these maxil lae form ,

no t su ckers
,
but

strong hooks
,
and in the larval A rgulusfo /z

'

a eeas the tran sition stage h as been
observed from a c law to a sucking-disk . Mr. Wilson very ju st ly su ggests
that though the unc inate form o f maxil la anchors the parasite s trongly to its
host , the suckers are a better con trivance , bec au se they are so mu ch more
easily fastened and u nfastened. By al ternately ho lding fast with the su cker
on one side wh ile that on the o ther is released and advanc ed, th e owner is
enabled to move rapidly and yet secu rely over the su rfac e o fa fish . Whether
A .fo /z

°

aeeus wh ich is said to be general ly distribu ted, ac tual ly oc cu rs
in Leicestershire I am no t in a position to affirm

,
bu t o f the larger and

seemingly much rarer d . co regom
'

(Thorel l) , Mr. Sc o urfield says, ‘Canon
Norman possesses specimen s o f th is spec ies, wh ich were taken by M r. Dodds
on the Barbe]

,
in Leicestershire it h as no t previou sly been plac ed on record

as British .

” Wh ile A .fo /ia o eus in the female at tain s the length o f on ly six
o r seven mil limetres

,
and h as an elliptical carapac e , the lobes o f wh ich reach

the fourth pair o f l egs
,
th is sex in A . eo regom

’

is th irteen mil l imetres long
,

fu l ly half an inch
,
with a n early orbicu lar carapace , which leaves the fourth

pair o f l egs en tirely u ncovered. The smal ler male h as a stil l more rounded
c arapace c ompletely c overing all its l egs . The resp iration appears to be
dependen t on the gen eral su rfac e

,
rather than on any spec ial appendages . I t

shou ld be no tic ed that the movable eyes, the hab it o f depositing the eggs
in stead o f carrying them abou t in ovisac s, and the position o f th e sucker
disks

,
are charac ters strongly differen tiating the Argu lidae from all unc o n

tro versial families o f parasitic Copepoda . The genu s A rgu/us is al so dis
tingu ish ed by having a venomou s stile t in its oral siphon , which apparen t ly
preven ts a fish from retaliating on its persecu tor, when o therwise opportun ity
offers fo r swal lowing it. To preven t the destruc tive mu l tiplication o f these
lit tl e vampires in c losed waters

,
Mr . Wilson poin t s o u t that in su ch ‘vz

’

varia

it is inexpedien t to keep on ly valuable fishes . I t is the lit t le in sign ifican t
kinds that feed with u seful vorac ity on the larval A rgo /us.

The an tlered Cladoc era owe their titl e to the two—branched setiferou s
second an tennae

,
which are their swimming organ s . M r. Garnar

’

s lis t o f th e
spec ies taken in the immediate n eighbourhood o f Leic ester was sen t , in a

le tter dated 6 April , 1 903 , to Mr. Sc o u rfield, who h as k indly supplied a copy
o f it anno tated by himselffo r u se in this chapter. The number o f spec ies is
twen ty-four, Seddingto n Reservoir being spec ified as the loc ality fo r three o f
them

,
namely ,Maer o tbrix latico rm

'

s
,
I /yo eryptus so rdidus, andLatbomtra reetz

'

r o str z
'

s.

M r. Sc o urfield
’

s own co l lec tion s were made in the Charnwood Forest distric t
at Whitsun tide

,
1 906 , the localities examined being

‘Groby Pool, ponds
n ear Beac on H il l and Bardon H il l ; Old Fish Pond, Grac e Dieu Priory,
and variou s litt le roadside and farmyard ponds , &c .

’ Sixteen species are

named in this list, seven o f them additional to those examined by the late
9

7 0am . QuekettMieras. Club, 40, April, 1 904.

Pro f. U.S. Nat. Mas. xxv, 6 5 2 .
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Mr.
Garnar, making, after some deduc tion s suggested by Mr. Sc o urfield, a to tal

o f thirty spec ies o fCladoc era to the c redit o f this c ou n ty. In th i s sub-order
there are two princ ipal division s, the Calypto m era and the Gym no m era. I t
is on ly with the former that we are here c onc erned. The name implies that
the feet are fo r the most part covered by the carapac e . The division
con tain s two tribes, the Cteno po da, comb—foo ted, and the An o m o po da,

differen tially footed.
In the former there are six pairs o ffeet , all thin and

leaf-like , and exc ep t the last pair nearly alike in stru c ture, no t prehen sile ,
having the inner branch furn ished with plumose setae in c omb-like arrange
men t

.

1 1 There are two families, one o f which , the Sididae , c on tain s the
spec ies cal led byMr . Garnar D iap/zano soma orandtiaflum . This name was given
it by S . Fischer in 1 8 5 0,

bu t as it h ad been earlier named Sida oraebj/ura by
L ie’vin in 1 848 , it mu st now stand as D . oracfiyurum ,

implying that this litt le
sylph h as a partic u larly short tail and shares with several o f h er sisters a

general ly diaphanou s stru c ture . In this genu s th e upper branch o f the second
an tennae is two-j oin ted and the lower three-j oin ted, whereas in Side: the case
is ju st the reverse .

The Ano m o po da, to which most o f o u r Leic estershire c ladoc eran s belong,
have five o r six pairs o f feet , no t in fraternal agreemen t , the first two pairs
being more o r l ess prehen sile , withou t th e fo liac eou s charac ter o f the fo l lowing
pairs. This tribe is distribu ted over four families, the Daphnidae , Bo sm inidae ,
Macro trich idae , and Chydo ridae , fo r disc riminating which the articu lation o f

the natatory an tennae and the in testine supply some u sefu l
,
bu t no t who l ly

dec isive
,
gu idance . In the fou rth family bo th branches o f the sec ond an

tennae are three—join ted, in the first and third families one branch h as four,
the other on ly three , j oin t s ; bu t the smal l family o f the Bo sm inidae , with
on ly tw o genera, distingu ishes one o f them , Bo smitzopsis, by its having th e
swimm ing-organ s j oin ted as in th e Chydo ridae , from the companion genu s
Bo smma

,
which in th is respec t agrees with the o th er two families . The

number o f these j oin ts, therefore , wil l no t in any case abso lu tely determine
the family . Upon having recourse to the o ther charac ter

,
we find that the

in testin e in the D aph nidae h as two c oecal appendages in fron t , bu t h as no
loop

,
in the Bo sm inidae it h as n either loops n o r c oecal appendages

, in th e
Macro trich idae it h as c oecal appendages rarely, and sometimes a loop , bu t
sometimes no t

,
wh ile last ly , in the Chydo ridae it always h as a median loop ,

c oecal appendages in fron t rarely , a single su ch appendage beh ind often .

When bo th charac ters are c ombined there is stil l some c onfu sion possible
between the D aphnidae and some members o f the Macro trich idae . But this
chanc e is muc h diminished by taking in to ac c oun t the firs t an tennae

,
wh ich

in the femal e o f the Daph nidae are short and almost rigid, exc ept in th e
genu s Mo ira

, whereas in that genu s and throu ghou t the Macro trich idae th ey
a re long and mobile . As it happen s no species o fMaine: is inc luded in o u r

p resen t catalogu e, bu t there are four o ther genera o f the same family with
w hich we have to deal

, D apbfl e o r D apbrzia , O . F . Mul ler ; Seapbo leoeris,
Sch o dler ; Sim o sa , Norman ; Ceriodapbnia , Dana. In the first t hree there is a
distinc t rostrum which is wan ting in th e fou rth . The head is carinate above
in th e first , bu t convex and not carinate in the second and th ird, and, to dis
tingu ish these two, it mu st be no ted that th e hinder and lower margin s o f

Lilljcbo rg, Clado cera Sueeiae, 1 4
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.riety sometimes h as the hinder proc esses mu ch elongated, and the
angle produc ed in to a long, straigh t, acuminate horn , making th e
appearanc e very differen t from th e normal, with which it is neve rth e
1 nec ted by many in termediate gradation s in differen t individu als ."
‘vetu/a (O . F . M .) is recorded by Mr. Sc o urfield u nder th e name
5a /us o etalus, which it long enjoyed, un til D r. Norman rec en tly poin ted
t the generic part o f the titl e was preoccupied. Flat-head, o r snu b
he mean ing o f th e name , m ay al lude either to th e non-carinate
er o f the head o r to th e blun tn ess o f th e rostrum . In this genu s and

:t the ephippium
,
as the case fo r th e win ter eggs is called, c on tain s

re egg, whereas that o fD ap/mia h as two . In Ceriodap/mia Mr. Garnar
C. quadrangu/a (O . F . fo r wh ich Mr. Sc o u rfield substitu tes
bel/a

, Sars, with the explanation that Mr. Garnar h ad relied on on e
Sc o u rfield

’

s own papers , in wh ich the two titl es were tran sposed.

: o u rfield h imself records C. megalops, Sars, and C. afirzis, L illjebo rg.

fou r spec ies are dis tingu ished by the last-named au thor as fo l lows
z/ops [o fwhich the original and therefore c orrec t name is C. megops]
h inder o r upper margin o f the tail near th e apex abruptly no tched o r

the o ther three species having no such abrupt notching. Bu t in

iraflgula the margin in question with in th e spines is sinu ate, while in
belle: and C. afi fl is it is no t sinuate . Lastly

,
the head in C.puleliella is

inflated, and sometimes angled, bu t it is no t inflated in C. afifl is.

“

) ceies Mr. Sc o urfield c on siders the best acqu isition in h is lis t ‘from a

) r
’

s poin t o f
1 the family Bo sm inidae bo th o ur au thorities recordBo rmina longiro stris,
o u rfield adding that B. eo rmzta is inc luded. Several varieties o f the
have been named. Between th e two with wh ich we are here c o n

the distinc tion is given that B. lo ngir o stris (O . F . M .) in the restric ted
as the first an tennae o f the female lit tl e curved, and no t hook-shaped,
eo rzzuta (J u rine) h as them very mu ch curved and more o r l ess hook
, and after all there are in termediate forms connec ting th e two . As

tle species with rounded profi le seldom exc eeds and does no t always
:h e length o f 5 mm .

— that is, the fiftieth o fan inch— it wil l be under
hat th e marks o fvariation are to l erably microscopic . I t is gregariou s
dely distribu ted, being known no t on ly from mos t parts o f Europe,
3 from Siberia, Cen tral A sia, and the United States o fAmerica.

he family Macro trich idae is represen ted here by the three spec ies
TUT fl n w a n o n k‘m i n A A fr n m Qp ri rl in o -fn n R e ge rvn ir T h !“ fl'H '
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on ly three swimming setae in I lyo eryptus, Sars, bu t four in Maero tbrix, Baird,
and five in Latbo flura , L illjebo rg.

” Further
,
I /yo eryptus h as six pairs o f feet ,

with the last pair rudimen tary
, Maer o tlzrix h as on ly five pairs

,
with the last o f

them no t qu ite rudimen tary , and La tbomtra also h as on ly five pairs, bu t here
it is no t on ly the fifth pair that h as dwindled

,
fo r the fourth al so is so smal l

that its existence h as often been overlooked. I lyo eryptus so ra
’io ’zts (Lie

'vin)
owes its titl e o f sordid m ud-burrower ’ to its habits . Lilljebo rg s tates that
it occu rs pretty frequ en tly in lakes and slow-flo wing rivers, where it lives
exc lu sively on th e muddy floor. Back downward, the shell-valves open , the
feet in movemen t , it lies general ly at rest on the bo t tom its second an tennae
are u sed on ly fo r c rawling and burrowing .

” In spite o f its le thargic natu re ,
however, it h as spread itself abou t Europe and Africa

,
and is known from

Au stralia and North America. Maer o tbrix latieo rm
'

s (J urine) , which occu rs
al so in Mr. Sc o u rfield

’

s list , owes its spec ific name to the charac ter o f th e first
an tennae in the femal e . These, in stead o fnarrowing towards the apex , are in
this species dilated. The generic name , meaning long-haired, refers in fac t
to a single hair, o r rath er seta. In this genu s th e three-j oin ted branch o f

the second an tennae, which Lilljebo rgc al l s the inner, and Baird th e an terior,
h as five natatory setae

,
three on the apical join t

,
and on e seta apiece on the

o ther two. This seta
,
o r fi lamen t

,
on the firs t join t is described by Baird

as
‘mu ch longer than any o f the o thers . The superiority in length

does no t appear to be c on stan t , bu t the seta h as other distinc tive featu res
wh ich stil l make it o f importance . Latbomtra reetir o stris (O . F . M .) h as th e
h ind-body smal l and th ick, in the living animal general ly c oncealed between
the feet, a tail-hiding propen sity o fwh ich the generic name is significan t .
The pair o fcaudal setae in th is spec ies are very long . The ephippial females
are said to carry as many as from five to seven win ter-eggs in the detachable
part o f their organ ism

, c al led th e eph ippium from its resemblance to a saddle .

SM

Our remaining species o f the Cladoc era are all inc luded in th e exten sive
family o f the Chydo ridae , E uryeereus lame/lo tus (OWF M ) being distingu ished
from the rest by having to the fron t o f the in testine two short c o eca o f

wh ic h the o thers are devoid. I t s hind—body is very large and broad
,
strongly

c ompressed, so that the h inder o r upper part is thin and lamellar, and this is
fringedwith a single ro w o f litt le spines o r tee th

,
amoun ting in o ld spec imen s

to more than a hundred. I t h as been taken bo th by M r. Garnar and

Mr. Sc o urfield. There are s til l eight gen era to be disc riminated. In
on ly two o f them , Campto eercas, Baird, and Aer operus, Baird, is the head
c arinate above. Of the o ther six, two, A lana ,

Sars
,
and Leydzgia , Ku rz, have

the free hind margin s o f th e valves lit tl e lower than the rest o f their height
,

while in the remaining four they are mu ch lower. In b do rus
,
Leach , the

body o f the female is rounded in profi l e and more o r less globose . In t he
o ther three genera it is no t rou nded

,
and o f these A lo ne/la , Sars, h as the

rostrum neither long no r very acu te
,
in con tras t to Peraearztba

,
Baird, and

Pleur oxus, Baird, in which the rostral charac ters are ju st the opposite . The
female Campto eereus h as a long slender tail

,
spined on the upper margin

,

whereas in A eroperus this tail is o f medium length and breadth , and on its
upper margin no t spined. Campto eercus reetiro stris, Sch o dler, is described as

Cladocera Sueeiae, 2 1 0. Ibid . 3 3 1 .

Britisb Entomostraca (Ray 1 03 Cladoeera Sueeiae, 3 60.
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swimming with regu lar, sometimes to l erably rapid movemen ts , back upwards ,
repeatedly striking o u t behind with the h ind—body .

" I t is probably to the
latter ac tion that it owes its generic name,wh ich Baird explain s as meaning
flexible-tailed.

“ I t occ urs on ly in Mr. Garnar
’

s lis t, and A croperus barpae,
Baird

,
on ly in Mr. Sc o urfield

’

s. The obliqu e striation o r ribbing o f the
valves in the latter spec ies suggested the c omparison with a harp . The
generic name sign ifying a poin ted extremity does no t seem especial ly appro

priate , as
the body is in profi le more o r less ovate, o r even sometimes sub

rec tangu lar. Alana , Sars, wh ic h takes the plac e o f the pre—occupied Lynceus,
is represen ted in Mr. Garnar

’

s list by A . tennieandis, Sars, and A . ro strata

(Koch) , in Mr. Sc o urfield
’

s by A . afinis (Leydig) , A . guttata , Sars, and

A . reetangnla ,
Sars . The charac ters u sed by Lilljebo rg fo r distingu ishing

these spec ies show that A . r o strata h as on ly seven swimming setae on the
sec ond an tennae, while the o ther spec ies have eight . I ts spec ific name
al ludes to the leng th and acu teness o f the rostrum in the female . In that sex
the squ amiform fasc ic les o f fine spinu les at the sides o f the tail are well
developed, and the las t o f them overtopping the caudal margin in A . rect

angu/a , bu t they are wan ting o r rudimen tary and not overtopping th e margin
in the o ther three spec ies . The hind o r upper margin o f the femal e tail is
more o r less angled in A . guttata , bu t rounded in A . qfinis and A . tenuieandis .

Final ly
,
in A . afinis the terminal spines o f th e upper caudal margin are abou t

equ al to those which precede them , bu t in A . tenuio anzlis~a few at the end are

mu ch larger than th e prec eding. A . afin
'

is was firs t rec orded as B ritish by
Mr. Sc o u rfield in 1 89 5 , and th e Spec ial marks distingu ishing it from
A . quadrangularis wil l be fou nd given by h im in detail on that
occ asion .

”7 Leyzlzgia guadrangularis (Leydig) , firs t described by the c elebrated
zoo logist after whom its presen t genu s is named, h as featu res, th e in terest o f
which is no t diminished by the fac t that some o f them are c ommon to all o f
the few spec ies at presen t c omprised in the genu s . There are five pairs o f
feet , o fwhich the fifth is the largest . The in testin e forms almost a double
loop . The eye-spo t, in stead o f being as u sual much smaller than the eye

,
is

here considerably larger. This spec ies belongs to Mr. Garnar
’

s lis t . The
next two are from Mr. Sc o u rfield

’

s. A lone/la nanns (Baird) , being lit t le over a

hundredth o fan inch o r
°

2 6 mm . in length , m ay set up some c laim to be a
c hampion dwarf among the C ladocera, in accord with its specific name
at tached to a diminu tive generic tit le . Small as it is, its residenc e is said to
be by preferenc e in large pieces o f water. Peracantoa truncata is

named to su it th e charac ter o f its valves which have a truncate h ind margin
beset with spines . I t is unnec essary to fol low Lilljebo rg in the refinemen t o f
scho larship wh ich leads h im to lengthen the generic name in to Perataeantba .

Two species are en tered by Mr. Garnar as Lynceus nneinatus and Lynceus

denticulatns. Mr. Sc o u rfield poin ts o u t that the former shou ld more properly
be cal l ed Plenr oxus uneinatus

,
Baird, and as to the lat ter says, ‘I t is very

u n likely that Mr. Garnar had Plenroxns denticulatas P. dentin/lo tus is too
c lose to P. trigonellas and P. aduncus, to allow u s to acc ep t this iden tific ation
withou t furth er evidenc e .’ H e subsequ en tly wro te repeating h is dou bt as to
th is one spec ies inMr. Garnar

’

s list , bu t adding, ‘I t is a British species, however,
Ch l oeera Sueeiae, 409. Brit. Ent. (Ray 1 2 8.‘7
7 0am . Quekett Mferast. Club (Set . vi

,
1 29 .
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F M ) , C. serena (Koch) , Cypris fnsW
and Cana

'
ona laetea , Baird. None o f these are uncommon in

gland. As is partly indicated by the generic names , they are rather
sely al lied one to ano ther, and to make in telligible the generic and spec ific

ion s wou ld overtax the spac e at c ommand. In the monographs
referred to as produc ed by D r. Brady alon e and by that au thor in c o l

io n with D r. Norman , the reader wil l find h is n eeds supplied. On e
h owever

,
shou ld here be no tic ed. In 1 868 Cyprialopsis

‘via’ua was given
dy as th e primary Spec ies o f Cypridopsis, and so retained by Brady and
in 1 889 ; bu t in 1 896 , when their second vo lume appeared, they
the type o fa new genu s , Piono oypris. Recognition o f th e tran sfer is
by D r. Kaufmann and Mr. Sco u rfield. On the o ther hand

,

m as Sco t t argu es that its removal from Cypridopsis became necessary ,
was made c l ear that th e species did no t possess the principal char
wh ich that genu s was fou nded. F o r, whereas the caudal rami were
as
‘being qu ite rudimen tary , con sis ting o f two slender setiform

springing from a c ommon base
,

’ which applied to two assoc iated
on the c on trary in C. vidua the caudal rami c on sist o f fou r setiform

3 3

F o r th e remain ing order, the Copepoda, Mr. Sc o u rfield
’

s manu scrip t
i rnish es a rec ord o ffourteen spec ies . The firs t is D iaptonnts gracilis, Sars,
i the family D iapto m idae . This is fol lowed by ten species and two varieties
f the genu s Cyclops, which is no t u nfrequ en tly Spoken o fas if it were a kind
f compendium o f all the freshwater Copepoda. The names given are

7. strenuns
,
Fischer, C. leueé arti

,
Clau s

, C. dyo owskzz, Lande , C. bicnspidatns,
Ilaus

,
C. vernalis

,
Fischer

, C. viridis (J urine) , C. fusens (J urine) , C. aloidns

Ju rine) , C. pra sinns (Ja rine) , C. serrula tus, Fischer ; C. vieinus, U ljanin ,
being

iven as a variety o f C. strennns, and C. varins, Lilljebo rg, as a variety o f

7. serrulatns. This las t Spec ies is distingu ished from the o thers by having
me firs t an tennae on ly twelve-join ted in stead o f seven teen-join ted. Dr. Brady
do pts th e name C. signatus, Koch , to inc lude bo th C. albidus and C. fusens,
egarding the lat ter as an earlier Stage o f grow th than th e fo rmer, marked by
:S having a Simple in stead o f a serrated rib on th e las t j oin t o f the an tennae .“
n regard to C. lenekarti

,
D r. Thomas Sco t t has quite rec en t ly observed that

3 ec im ens in the penu l timate o r an tepenu l timate Stage o fgrow th have the firs t
ntennae fu rnished with on ly eleven artic u lation s , an evidenc e that this u sefu l
um erical charac ter itself requ ires to be u sed with cau tion in th e dis

E
im inatio n o f spec ies . From the family Arpac ticidae , Mr. Sco u rfield
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CRU STACEANS

Monograph o f British Copepoda under
that o fC. stapby/inus (J urine) u nder th e
F o r au thorities and o ther u sefu l no tices

abou t the En tomos traca in Mr. Sc o urfield
’

s catalogu e , h is own paper on the
En tomostraca o fEpping Forest Shou ld be con su l ted.

“ F o r c ertain spec ies the
prac tic e o f wash ing w et mosses and wet liverworts is Strongly c ommended.

Indeed, the relation s su bsisting between water plan ts in general and th ese
smal l c ru stac ean s wil l be found replete with in terest . Judging by rec en t
performance the waters o f Leic estershire promise wel l fo r th e researches o f

fu tu re carc inologists . F o r land c ru stac ean s they can have the g lory o f

opening up a territory en tirely unexplored.

At l east, when these words were first prin ted, su ch appeared to be a

reasonable inferenc e from diligen t bu t fru itless inqu iry . N o w
,
however

,
th e

statemen t mu st be qu al ified in view o f information
,
ac c iden tal ly belated,

wh ich Mr. A . R . Horwood, c u rator o f the Leic ester Mu seum
,
u nder date

30 March
,
1 907 , h as kindly supplied. Besides no ting the occu rrenc e o f the

c rayfish at Aylestone in the Soar
,
he men tion s that Gammarus pit/ex, Oniscus

asellus
, Po rcellio reader , and A rmadillidium vulga re, are all widely distribu ted

in the c ou n ty
, and that he h imself h as found spec imen s o f the firs t three

qu ite rec en t ly at differen t localities . Oniscus a se/lus, L inn .
,
and th e tw o

fo l lowing spec ies , wh ic h owe their spec ific names to Latreil l e , are , among
smal l c reatures ou tside the c lass o f in sec ts

,
abou t the most fam iliar obj ec ts in

th e British fau na. Yet to th e world in general it is far from famil iar know
ledge that they are Cru stac ean s . The zealou s inves tigator wil l assu redly find
that o f the same tribe many more spec ies than those above named occ ur in
L eic estersh ire .

3’ Toe Essex Naturalist, 11 , 3 1 3
—
34.



F I SH E S

The fishes o f Leic estershire are those u sually found in in land o r midland
coun ties, and with the exc eption o f the salmon , which is o f acc iden tal occu r
rence, wou ld be those found in the adjoin ing coun ties, and c al l fo r no spec ial

TELEOSTEANS

in trodu c tion .

ACANTHOPTERYGII

1 . Perch . Percafluviatilis, Linn .
Commonly d istribu ted . In the LeicesterMuseum
there is a c ast of a specimen taken at Saddington in
1 8 8 5 by Mr. J . Benskin , which weighed just under
3 lb . Mr. J . Smith presen ted one to the Leicester
Museum ,

taken by Mr. Roche at Aylestone, 1 7 J u ly,
1 8 86 , wh ich weighed 2 lb . 2 oz. Mr. Keen , the fish
ingtackle-maker o f Church-gate, reported a fine perch
taken at Wistow, some years ago , by Mr. Blakiston ,
wh ich tu rned the scale at 5 lb . In the early part of
1 8 8 8 , Thorn ton Reservoir, which absolu tely swarmed
with perch, to the en tire destruction of the trou t
fish ing, was c leaned o ut and n etted, when some fine
perch were taken , the late Dr. Macau lay reporting a

brace wh ich weighed 9 lb . and Pinchen showed me,
am ongst others, one from there weighing 3 3} lb. I

have taken at Thorn ton Reservoir several Specimens
with blun t heads o r rounded noses, eviden tly a m al

formation , which appears, however, persisten t.

2 . Ruff. Acerina cernua, Linn .
Lo cal! Daddy Ruff, Jack Ruff, Po pe .

According to Harley, it occurs in most of o ur
canals and small streams, especial ly in those which
take their rise in Charnwood Forest . It has been
taken from the Soar at Aylestone, and occurs in
other streams throughou t the coun ty.

3 . Miller’sThumb . Cottusgvbio , Linn .
Locall Bullhead, Tommy Logge.

Common ly distributed . H arley noted it as com
mon in the stream wh ich flows through Bradgate
Park.

ANACANTHINI

4. Burbot. Lo ta vulgaris, Cuv.

Locally, Burbolt, Eel-pou t.
H arl ey recorded it as an irregular and uncertain
visitan t to the rivers of the coun ty, save the Tren t,
where it occurs plen tifully .’ I t has been occasionally

taken in the Soar abou t Kegworth, and Harley once
saw one caught in an eel-net at Zouch Mills, n ear
Loughborough.

HEMIBRANCHII

5 . Three-spined Stickleback.

Linn .
Locally, Tiddler, Jack Baunel, Robin, Soldier,
Stuttle, Stu t, Tittle-bat.

Common ly distribu ted.

Gastrosteus aculeatus
,

6 . Four-spined Stickleback.
Linn .

Gastrosteus spinu/o sus,

I am enabled to add th is to the coun ty fauna, since
the publ ication of my Verteorate Animals of Leicester
sbire and Rutland, on the au thority ofMr. H . Bu tl er
Johnson , B.A., of St. George’s Lodge, Swann ington,
who tells me that abou t 1 8 8 3 he obtained a specimen
in a brook at Thringstone.

7 . Nine-spined Stickleback.
Linn .
Locall Tinker.

Generally distribu ted, but perhaps not so common
as the three-spined Stickleback.

Gastrosteus pungitius,

HAPLOMI

8 . Pike. Ema: lucius, Linn .
Locally, Jack.

Commonly distribu ted, attaining a large size in
pools such as those of Bosworth and Saddington . In

1 8 1 1 H arley saw a brace of pike taken in a pond at

D ishley, the property ofMr.March Phillipps
,
each

which weighed over 2 5 lb . Keen told me that,
sometime abou t 1 845— 5 0 one of 3 3 lb . (which he
saw) was netted at Barrow Mill-dam

,
after having

broken through three trammel-nets. I saw a moun ted
specimen at Bosworth H ouse, which was captured in
April, 1 869, in Bosworth Pool

,
and weighed 2 6 lb.

The Leicester Museum donation-book records, under
1 08
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other
,
caught by Mr.W. Cross. weigh ing 4 1 0 . 3 1;

20. White Bream . Abram } olicca, Bloch .
Locally, Bream-flat.

Occurs in the Soar andTren t, and Harley reported
it as abundan t in the Soar at Aylestone, and also at

Barrow.

2 1 . Bleak. Alburnus lucidus, H ack. and Ku er.

Widely d iffused
,
according to H arley . The late

Rev. C. H .Wood told me that before the flood-works
al tered the cond ition of things, there used to be nu
commonly fine bleak in the Leicester waters. H e

used to whip fo r them
,
and took one once wh ich

m easured 7 in .

2 2 . Loach . Nemacnilus barbatulus, Linn .
Lo cally, Bearded Loach, Stone-Loach, Tommy
Loach .‘

Generally distributed , and H arley recorded it from
the rivers Anker

,
Sence

,
Smite

,
Soar

,
Tren t

,
and

Wreak. In the Gentleman’s Magazine, December,
1 7 9 8 , an in teresting and curious description is given
by J . Thro sby, o fwhat was eviden tly one of the pre
sen t species

,
wh ich was taken from the m ud left on

the bank of the R ive r Soar at the Bath Gardens.

2 3 . Spined Loach . Col itis taenia, Linn .
Locally, Groundl ing .

Occurs sparingly in some few streams. H arley
wrote : ‘Inhabits the Soar

,
Tren t andWreake. ’ I

took a specimen in a small stream at Aylestone on
1 4 April , 1 88 3 .

MALACOPTERYGII
24. Salmon . Salmo salar

,
Linn .

H arley stated that th is species occurred in the
Soar abou t Kegworth and near Loughborough

, and

also that it had been taken at Zouch Mills
,
near

Loughborough . At the presen t day, however, it
must be regarded as rare, al though I heard of one
taken at Ratclifl

'

e Lock in 1 8 8 3 which was said to
have weighed 26 lb .
Th e Leicester Daily Post, of 2 1 February, 1 8 84,

recorded under the heading ‘Unseasonable Salmon
,

’

that some men were fined fo r taking a salmon on
1 9 January, 1 8 84, which they explained they had
seen in the stream at D ishley pursued by a mob of
men and boys. The Rev. C. H .Wood reported that

L L a g “ f o li o “ rr n m M ' p fl 'fl k n m
’
o L-A A 'O

Sparingly distribut
where it is strictly pr
a fair size. Th o rnto

time, so I am inform
so n , of Ulverscroft,
fishing in England,’
Garle Browne

,
of

trout-lake
, unrivalled

the fish .

’
H is diz

records the taking
and 4lb. weight.
1 8 5 9 , of 41b. 1 go z

o f4lb. go z . On 1

fish
, the total weight

1 3 May, 1 86 1 , he ca

one of 4 lb. 1 0 oz .
1 3 to 1 7 May, 1 8 1

only eight of which 1
these just under 2 lb
and the whole twent;
able aggregate weig
however, kiiled byM
1 8 5 9 , which we ighe
trou t is reported to
and o fa singular ex
of Thorn ton have

,

ever. First came a
Sapro legniajerax, ant

perch were intro duc<
Mr. W. J . H orn,
of 5 lb . taken by ro d
Al lexton .
In 1 8 8 7 some tfr
l ing Society in to the
on 1 6 March, 1 8 8 3

yearling trou t was
the Marquis of Ext
the manager, who I
mation , writes that
and S.jerar ,

and gt

game.’ The late F
seen trou t taken by
Thorn ton Reservo i
scaled close upon
Mercury, of 20 Jui
trou t by Mr. J .
which measured
late Dr. Macaul
‘Mr. C. E. de Tr;
trou t at Hothorpe=
ing ponds. In 1

trou t in these pres



GANO IDS

Soar belowLoughborough, but gave no date. The late
way the Mr. Ingram informedme that, many years ago , a small
taken in the one was taken in the R iver Smite near Bel voir.

CYCLOSTOMES

Local! River Lamprey.
Sparingly found in some of the streams of the

coun ty, as is also its larval form, and perhaps the
Fringe-l ipped Lampern (Petrornyz on oranclsialis, Linn) ,
known local ly as Small Lampern, o r Pride.

9 Introductio n to the Study ofFislzes, 67 3 .



R EPT I LES

AND BATRACH IAN S

Reptiles and batrachian s are , as m ay be supposed, exc eedingly few in the
coun ty ; there is no rec ord o f the smoo th snake

,
and the sand-lizard rests

on the au thority o f Harley on ly . The nat terjack
,
so far as I am aware

,

does no t oc cu r, no r have I discovered more than th e two c ommon spec ies
o fnew ts .

REPTILES

LACERTILIA
1 . Common Lizard. Lacerta o io ipara, Jacq.

Locally, Scaly Lizard, Viviparous Lizard.
Harley considered this species alm ost confined to
the d istrict known as Charnwood Forest, and wrote
under date 1 845 December l o th . Para Bates
informs m e that he has occasional ly seen , in h is en to
m o lo gical rambles in Charnwood Forest and the
ne ighbourhood around it, a species of l izard wh ich
appears to affect the leaves of brambles and other
plan ts. H e describes the creature’s habits very
vividly as being like un to those of a chameleon ,
especial ly so when observed basking in the beams of
the sun and in ten t on feeding.’ It is wel l known ,
however

,
that this is a common habit with L. uio ipara,

and indeed with most l izards. I t occurs common ly
in the Forest ’ and in o ther places in the coun ty.
2 . Sand-Lizard . Lacerta agilis, Linn .
Rare, and I have no record of it save that furn ished
by Harley, who describing it u nder Dandin’s specific
name of stirpiurn, appears to have m et with it, fo r he
wrote If the vernal mon ths be open and warm,
accompan ied with soft breezy skies, the species comes
abroad towards the lat ter end ofMarch and beginn ing
of the mon th fol lowing. D uring the spring of the
year 1 842 the au thor in h is walks met with it,
2 2 April . In the following year it was recognized by
us on 1 9 April, two days earlier.

’
H e further

remarked that it is liable to much variation in colour,
he having met with it of a pal e green ish-yellow, with
the back of an umber-brown colour ; others of a
darker h ue and others again variegated with black
spots down the cen tre of the back. Al though I
have not met with it, I cannot think H arley could
have confused it with the preceding common species

,

fo r he expressly stated (speaking ofLacerta o iuipara)‘The Species appears in the spring much abou t the
same time as the sand l izard, but its reproduction is
very diverse from it, since it is ovo-viviparous, whil e
Lacerta stirpium is oviparous on ly

,

’ which shows that
he recognized the characteristics of th e two species,

and was ne t misled by considerations of colour o r

habitat.

3 . Blind-Worm o r Slow-Worm.

Linn .
Lo cally, Slow-Worm .

Residen t, commonly distribu ted, and variable in
colour. There are specimens in the LeicesterMuseum
from Charnwood Forest, Bardon H il l, and other
places.

Anguis fiagilis,

OPH IDIA

4. Common Snake. Tropidoaotw aanix, Linn .
Locally, Grass-Snake

, Ringed-Snake.
Residen t and common ly distribu ted

,
especially

throughou t Charnwood Forest ; and the Leicester
Museum possesses several from there and from other
parts of the coun ty. Mr. G. Frisby writes on
29 May, 1 906

— ‘I saw three grass-snakes together
in Wood Lane, Quorn they were all three run over
bya milk-cart just previously. Shortly after I secured
a live one, and presen ted it to the schoolmaster.’
A year o r so ago (circa a newspaper
recorded that— during the course of some digging
operations— at Eye Kettleby, an albino form of th is
snake with eyes of a bright ruby red was unearthed.
Albin ism h as h itherto been en tirely unknown in
connexion with reptiles.

5 . Viper. Viper
-
a berm , Linn .

Local] Adder
, H ether.’

Residen t and generally distribu ted
,
especially abou t

Charnwood Forest, bu t not so common, fortunately,
as its harml ess relative. H arley remarked under date
1 846

— ‘Pefzar berm and Cola/i” natrix came forth
abroad very early this season,’ viz .

,
during the first

and second week ofMarch . On the 1 3 th and 1 4th of
that mon th he noted both reptiles in Bradgate Park.

There are specimens in the Leicester Museum from
many localities in the coun ty, but chiefly from the
Forest,’ all of the dark variety.
I Leic. Proverbs, pro bably a co rruptio n fro m Adder.
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BIR D S

Un traversed by any river o f importanc e and no t con taining any lakes n o r
any sheets o f water o f great exten t , Leic estershire is natural ly defic ien t in a

number o fbirds fou nd in more favou red c oun ties , added to which it is al so no t in
the line o f any o f the rou tes taken by birds on migration . H ence it fo l lows
that the c oas t and marine birds, together with the rarer b irds, are merely
oc casional stragglers du ring severe w eather on the c oast s o r at the vernal and
au tumnal equ inoxes . The smal l and sluggish River Soar, running nearly north
and sou th , and canalized fo r nearly the who le o f its short c ourse , fal l s in to the
Tren t some c onsiderable distanc e above Not tingham , at a poin t where the
larger river is o f some width , therefore any straggl ers from th e sea by
that water-way natural ly pass the restric ted mou th o f the canalized Soar in
fo l lowing the c ourse o f the Tren t in to S taffordshire . No twith standing that
the on ly direc t waterc ou rse to the sea, the Welland, forms the sou th-eastern
boundary o f the c oun ty , rising c lose to Sibbertoft below Hu sbands Bosworth
(exac tly in the sou thern lobe) yet it is, as m ay be supposed, bu t a tiny rivu le t,
hardly swelling to a brook u n til it forms th e sou thern boundary o f Ru tland

,

and it is in that coun ty that th e redshank— merely a straggler to Leic ester

pire
— occu rs c ommon l y and breeds . Smal l streams su ch as the Anker, th e

v C'n ,
the Ise

,
the Mease, the Senc e, the Swift , the Wreak , and o thers with

f
S
Ealler brooks , together with the reservoirs o f Cropston , Saddington , Swith

hnd, Thorn ton , and the large ponds o f Groby, Stau n ton Harold, and many
f’th ers, furn ish their qu ota o fdu ck , snipe , and so on , with an occasional rarity ;
int it is seldom that any large flocks o f wild fow l o r great quan tities o f sn ipe
occu r. With regard to the lat ter on e exc eption mu st be made, fo r at th e
sewage farm situ ated on h igh groundwithin two miles o fthe c en tre o fL eic ester
more snipe congregat e and can be seen in th eir season in favourable weath er
than in all the rest o f the c ou n ty taken together. H ere a l so m ay be seen
thou sands o f lapwings , often in ‘s tands ’ o f several hundreds, with a fair

amoun t o f go lden plover.

No h il l s o f greater al titude than 9 1 2 ft. (Bardon H il l) occur in
the coun ty, no r are there any moors, heaths, common s

,
o r forests o f

large exten t
,
which are unin tersec ted by pu blic foo tpaths ; added to which

railways
,
co l lieries

,
and manufac tories throughou t the c oun ty are now so

n umerou s, and have so cu t up the c ou n try distric ts that , taken in c onju nc tion
with the enormou s grow th o f th e borough o f Leic ester within the last
thirty years , and the c onsequ en t increase o f popu lation

,
birds general ly , and

e specially those o fany rarity
,
either canno t find su itable c ondition s o r are so

disturbed that many spec ies are no t now fou nd o r do no t remain to breed as

formerly . On the o ther hand, many spec ies neglec ted by th e sportsman ,
poacher, bird-catcher o r co l lec tor

,
su ch as th e sparrow and Starling

,
have in

1 1 4



mm llowso

c reased enormou sly, and in some c ases are far too c ommon and are doing
immen se misch ief to c rops and fru it .

Amongst the Passeres— to take the birds in the order adopted in this
vo lume— the ring-ou zel , said formerly to breed in the Charnwood distric t and
at the presen t day regu larly in the c oun ty o f Derby

,
is now bu t a s traggler

,

and there is no authen tic in stance o f its breeding fo r the last fifty o r sixty
years. The nigh tingale appears to me to be o f mu ch c ommoner occurrenc e
with in the last twen ty years , wh ich is probably due to pro tec tion . The black
redstart h as occu rred as a so litary spec imen on th e o ther hand th e Dartford
warbler recorded by Yarrel l , Mac

'gil livray
,
Morris

, Dresser
,
and o thers fo r the

coun ty is fou nded upon error. No record exists o f the occurrence o f the
firecrest in the c ou n ty . The reed-warbler

,
al though it h as been driven

from the prec inc ts o f Leic ester by the diversion o f the o ld Soar
, is stil l

found along th e streams o f th e coun ty on e spec imen o f th e aquatic warbler
h as

,
on the au thority o fMr. J . E . Harting, occu rred in th e c ou n ty . The

dipper o r water-ouzel
,
qu ite common and breeding in Derbysh ire , is merely

a rare straggler to th is c ou n ty . The bearded reedling h as been said to
occu r, bu t as it is now rare in its accredited haun ts it is no t likely to oc cu r
here again . The grey o r win ter wagtail

,
al thou gh fairly c ommon and breed

ing in Derbyshire , is an occasional visitor, onc e on ly recorded as breeding .

The great grey shrike and its supposed al ly Pal las’s great grey shrike have
occurred as rare stragglers. The waxwing

,
o f sporadic occ u rrenc e in Britain

in some win ters , has occu rred a few times .
The pied flycatcher h as no t occurred fo r years , and there is no record

o f its nesting . The go ldfinch h as been always con sidered a scarc e bird in
the c oun ty

,
bu t Mr. H . S . Davenport ( 1 906) and M r. H . Bu tler John son

( 1 907 ) believe it to be increasing in numbers . The sisk in occasional ly
occ urs in win ter

,
general ly along the streams , bu t h as no t been rec orded as

breeding. The h awfinch appears to be more c ommon than formerly and nests
in some localities . The brambling oc curs in some win ters , bu t h as never
bred the same remarks apply to the twite , whils t th e snow-bun ting is a rare
win ter visitan t . The starling h as increased alarmingly o f late years . The
rose-co lou red pastor, one o f the rarest British acc iden tal visitan t s, h as been
said to occu r th ric e in the cou n ty . The magpie appears to have bec ome
more common o f late years . A few spec imen s o f the hooded crow occur mos t
years

, bu t the raven , fairly common sixty o r so years ago ,
h as now disappeared

fo r ever. The wood-lark m ay occu r, bu t I have never seen a local specimen .

Amongs t the Picariae I have grave dou bts as to th e au then tic ity o f th e
record o f the white-bel lied

,
o r A lpin e swift, said to have on c e occu rred ;

whil st th e wryneck
,
fairly c ommon in the sou th , appears to be a rare bird.

The hoopoe h as occu rred more than once .
Abou t the S triges the mos t remarkable inciden t is th e growing c o m

m o nness, and th e breeding espec ial ly, o f the little ow l , A tbcac no ctua . I shou ld
be disposed to attribu te its occu rrenc e in this and adjoining coun ties to the
fac t that foreign specimen s were turned loose in Northampton shire by the
late Lord Lilford and perhaps by some o ther person s .

As throughou t th e who le o f Britain , th e Acc ipitres have suffered more
than most sub-orders o f birds from the inroads o f civilization , and spec ies
qu ite common a c en tu ry ago and o thers fairly c ommon and nesting within the

1 1 5



o f th e h obby and merli n , altn o ugn a fe w sp e c .

Of the S teganopodes , always o f acc iden tal occurrence in land, one, ti
shag , is a rec en t addition to the c oun ty fauna.

Of the H erodiones the on ly residen t now is the c ommon heron .

In the An seres all those recorded are acc iden tal , save the wild du ck ar.

the teal , which stil l breed in the c oun ty . Addition s to the acc iden tal list a:
th e Bernac le goose, Bewick

’

s swan , the gadwal l and velvet sco ter.

Of the Gallinae the quail does no t now occur, save as a very rare visit o
and the black and red grou se are qu ite extinc t .

In the Limico lae all are acc iden tal visitan t s, save the lapwing and sn ip
which latter, thou gh far more abundan t than formerly— owing to th e institu tic
o f large sewage works at Beaumon t Leys , near Leic ester— rarely remains
breed. On th is farm are u su al ly to be found thou sands o f green plover at

hundreds o f snipe and go lden plover, their numbers augmen ted very c01

siderably in severe weather, fo r here there are always runnels o fwarm wat

wh ich seldom freeze , and carry an abundanc e o f food. H ere al so m ar

rarities occ u r, so that examples o f the ruff (immature) , sandpipers, and o the
have been recorded.

Amongst the Gaviae all are , o f c ourse, o f acc iden tal occurrenc e, bu t tl
l it tl e gu l l formerly o f dou btfu l occu rrence can now be added through
specimen procu red at Bradgate Reservoir in 1 8 89 , and now in th e mu seum

Of the remaining avi-fauna all are o f acc iden tal occu rrenc e
,
save t]

great crested grebe and littl e grebe
,
bo th o f wh ich breed and are fair

c ommon on all the great reservoirs o f Cropston
,
Saddington , Swith lan

Thorn ton
,
and the larger poo l s throughou t the c oun ty .

Un til the public at ion o f the Vertebrate Animals of Lez
'

c
‘
estersbzre a

R utland,
1 late in 1 889 , no c omple te work upon the vertebrates o fLeicestc

sh ire and Ru tland h ad been at tempted
,
al though scattered no tes h ad appear

in variou s natu ral h istory j ou rnal s
, and a few lists— more o r l ess imperfec t

h ad from time to time been published. Thu s in 1 840 Macgil livray, in l
Brztisb Birds, prin ted a Catalogu e o f th e Land Birds o f the Cou n ty
Leic ester,

’ by James Harl ey . In 1 842 Po t ter published in h is H isto ry 4

Antiquities of Cbarrrwo od F o rest an appendix inc luding the Ornith o lc

o f Charnwood Forest,
’ by Churchil l Babington . I t is probable ti

t his last was writ ten , if no t published, previou sly to Harley’s ‘Catalo gi
In 1 868 A lfred Ellis published (fo r private c ircu lation on ly) N
a bout Birds . No thing fu rther I believe was published fo r many years

,
u i

th e late D r. Macau lay c on tribu ted to the Midland Naturalist, fo r 1 8 8 1

A List o f the Birds o f Leic estershire
,

’ to wh ich I added a few notes, an
ta m v p a r c la te r c ame mv no tes in th e Z o o /o o z

’

st fo r 1 8 8 c— 6— 7 .
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saw in a cage
. on a cottager’s wal l, a few d ays ago , a

blackbird with a white head— this was bred in my
garden .’

6 . Ring-Ouzel. Tardw toroaatas, Linn.
Of uncommon occurrence, rarely observed except

in late autumn and spring, and does not appear to
remain to breed no w, as formerly . Nevertheless
the late Dr. Macau lay wrote that a nest and eggs o f
this bird were taken in the parish of Mowsley by
Mr. C. C. Macaulay on 2 7 April, 1 89 1 , but I did not
see it, n o r do I know of another instance. Harley
wrote that in h is day this bird was sparingly met
with in the forest of Charnwood, affecting the un
cul tivated lands, in tersected by rough stone walls,
near the vil lage of Whitwick, where it bred, and that
as autumn drew on the old birds with their young
l eft the bleak hills and retired to the enclosures abu t
t ing thereon, where they fed on the fru it of the wild
brier, elder, &c .

,
shortly afterwards d isappearing fo r

the win ter. H e was told by a friend that it occasion
ally bred also in Market Bosworth Park. Some local
specimens are preserved in the museum,5 of which
m ay be men tioned a female shot by Mr. H . S.

Davenport, at Ashlands, on 1 5 April, 1 8 89 ; a fin e
male specimen , shot by Mr. Charles Smith at Thed
dingwo rth on 29March , 1 890, seen in company with
a number of lapwings ; and a female from Dun ton
Bassett 2 3 Oct. , 1 89 1 .

7 . Wheatear. Saxico la ocaantbc

Lo cally, Fal low-chat, Go sshatch .

6

A summer migran t, sparingly distributed and occa
sio nally breeding, recorded by H arley

,
who met with

its nest and six eggs many years ago near Bardon .
Mr. H . S. Davenport found a nest with five eggs in a

drain-pipe on the road at Skeflingto n in May, 1 8 7 5 .

I t is certain ly rare, and the last one seen by
the writer was at Whetstone

, abou t 1 89 8 . Mr.

W. J . H orn was informed that it nested at Barle
stone in 1 89 5 and 1 896, and that the nest and eggs
were found . Mr. H orn has seen a few odd birds in
April and May, and again in August and September

,

the earliest occurrence being one
, 6 April, 1 904, at

Lubenham.

8 . Whinchat. Pratincola rabctra

Locall Meadow-chat, U tick.

A summer m igran t , general ly distribu ted ; prob
ably double-brooded and nesting in suitable positions
throughou t the coun ty and not far from the town of
Leicester.
The earliest date which Mr. W. J . H orn has of

its n esting is 1 3 May, 1 89 5 , when he found a nest
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were in full swing in my garden as early as 2 5 Feb.,

in

1 3 . Nightingale. Dav/id: luscinia

A summer migran t, sparingly d istribu ted andbreed
ing.

_

Mr. E . T. Lo seby, of Leicester, h as kindly
furn ished me with the fol lowing accoun t of a n ight
ingale which frequen ted h is garden on the ‘Free
men’s Common ,’ immediately over the first tunnel

,

close to the town on the Midland Railway — The
bird began to sing apparen tly on 29 April, 1 8 89,
and sang up to 1 8 May, when it was reported
to have been shot by a m an living close by. When
singing at n ight, the bird was quite fearless o f its

surroundings, and usually sat u pon a branch of an
elm on the railway embankmen t

,
often coming, how

ever
,
in to the apple and pear trees in Mr. Lo seby

’

s

garden, when it wou ld sing within a few yards of h is
party. I ts song usually con tinued fo r an hour o r

more
,
and neither trains, steam, n o r wh istles stapped

it fo r an instan t. Mr. H . S. Davenport informs me
that on 1 4 June, 1 8 89, a n ightingale was n esting at
Ashlands, and th e Rev. H . Parry,writing from Tugby
on 1 8 May, 1 89 3 , reported a nest with three eggs in
that vicin ity.
In the spring of 1 905 Mr. W. J . Horn noted
twen ty-five males singing near Market H arborough

,

where they had apparen tly taken up their quarters
fo r n esting. Mr. G. Frisby, ofQuorn

,
men tions one

singing on 30 April, 1 906 . I heard one singing near
St. George’s Lodge, Swann ington , at 4 p.m . on
1 0May, 1 907 .

14. Whitethroat. Sylvia cinerea (Bechstein) .
Lo cally, Hay

-jug, Nettle-creeper (both also ap
plied to the following species), Peggy, Great
Peggy .

A summer migran t, commonly distribu ted and

breeding. The song of this bird has often been m is
taken fo r that of the sedge-warbler, which is fre
quen tly reported as ‘occurring in great numbers th is
year,’ but in 1 8 8 7 , however, I was enabled to bring one
of my most po sitive informan ts and the so -cal led sedge
warbler ‘face to face,’ and the songster turn ing o ut
to be the whitethroat, as I predicted, upse t all the
theories base d upon the ‘abundance of the sedge
warbler thisyear on dusty roads, far away from water.’
Mr. W. J . H orn found a nest with one egg on
30 April— a very early date.

1 5 . LesserWhitethroat . Sylvia curruca

Locally, Lit tle Peggy, White-breasted Fauvette
(obsolete) .

A summer m igran t, sparingly distribu ted and breed
ing. H arley considered it very local . I t has occurred
within two miles of th e cen tre of Leicester, at Ayle
stone Mill, and a specimen is now in the museum.

Mr. W. J . Horn writes : ‘Arrives abou t the same
date as the common whitethroat, but commences
nesting operations earlier. On 24 May, 1 89 2 , I

found a nest of this species con taining four abnormal
eggs— smaller than the usual type— almost round
and pecu liarly marked ; these I took on 5 June. I

found abou t two hundred yards distan t another nest
con tain ing four eggs precisely similar to the above and
eviden tly laid by the same bird. Both c lu tches are in

my possession .’ On 7 Sept . , 1 895 , Mr. Horn heard
one singing.
1 6. Blackcap . Sylvia atricapilla

Lo call Black-headed Peggy.
A summer migran t, sparingly d istribu ted and breed

ing. Mr. H . S. Davenport writes : ‘I was lucky
enough to get, on 24May, 1 8 8 8, a lovely clu tch (four
in number) of the pink variety of the eggs of the
Blackcap Warbler.

’ The Rev. H ugh Parry found th is
bird nesting at Tugby in 1 89 3 , and Mr. G. Frisby
saw it at Quorn on 2 3 April , 1 906.

The earliest note Mr. W. J . H orn has of its
nesting is 9 April, 1 906 . A nest and six eggs from
Tugby were presen ted to the museum by the Rev.

H ugh Parry, 3 1 May, 1 89 3 .

1 7 . Garden-Warbler. Sylvia bo rtcasis (Bechstein) .
Lo cal! Greater Pettychaps (obsolete) .

A summer migran t, general ly d istribu ted , breed ing,
and more common than the blackcap . Mr. H . S.

Davenport remarks that this bird was much less
common during the three years ending 1 8 8 7 than in
1 884, when h e found as many as five nests in the
course of an hour abou t Keytho rpe . H e says it
is the latest bu ilder of all the warblers known in
Leicestershire. Mr. W. J . Horn informs me that
it is mu ch commoner than the blac kcap, a late
breeder, and its eggs are no t generally found before
the end of May o r beginn ing of June. A nest and
five eggs from Tugby were presen ted to the museum
by the Rev. H ugh Parry, 3 1 May, 1 89 3 .

[Dartford-Warbler. Sylvia uadata (Bo ddaert) .

Th is b ird does not occur in the coun ty, and is only
now men tioned because it has, by error, been included
in local l ists as having occurred at Melton Mowbray
in Le icestershire.’ 5 H arl ey

,
however

,
who wrote a

long MS. articl e abou t it, con tradicted this and said
that Mr. Yarrell

’

s informan t ’ told h im that the
example of Dartford-warbler, which he had described
as having been captured in the coun ty of Leicester,
was brought to h im by a coun tryman , who subse

quen tly admit ted having obtained it in Cambridge

1 8 . Goldcrest . Regulus cristatus (Koch) .
Residen t, but sparingly distribu ted more common

in the win ter mon ths, when the native birds receive
large additions on migration . Mr. Stephen H . Pil

grim writes that there was a flock of abou t fifty in
Burbage Woods one evening abou t the midd le of
January, 1 890.

Mr. G . Frisby, under da te of 1 5 Jan ., 1 906, re

ports a good number observed in Quorn andWood
house . Mr. W. J . Horn states that in 1 900 three
pairs n ested in Market H arborough, one pair in a

garden in the middle of the town .

[Fire-crest . Regulus ignicapillur (Brehm) .
The late Dr. Macaulay reported (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 2 ,
p

. 6 3 ) a pair of these birds seen by Mr. Daven
port at Skefiingto n in 1 890, and relative to this,
3 See each editio n o f Yarrell, Brit. Birds, also Macgillivray,

Hist. of Brit. Birds, Mo rris, Brit. Birds, and D re sser, Bird: gf
Europe, qu o tingYarrell.

9 No do ubt th e late Mr. R .Widdo wso n, wh o was well kn o wn
to bo th H arley and Yarrell.

1 1 9
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Mr. Davenpo rt subsequen tly inform ed me that he
shot a bird at Skefiingto n which m ay have given rise
to the above note, but al though he thought at the
time that it was a fire-crest, he is now convinced that
he was mistaken .
To preven t similar mistakes in the fu ture, I may

briefly state tha t this bird is very easily d istinguishable
by the two black stripes on each side of the head:the lower one passing through the eye— and a wh i te
streak under each, giving the head a striped appear
ance.]
1 9 . Chiffchaf’f. Pbylloscopw rvfiu (Bechstein) .

Local! Bank-jug (as also the following spec ies) ,
Lesser Pettychaps (obsolete) .

A summer migran t, commonly distribu ted and

breeding. Harley remarked that two broods appear
to be reared during the season , he having seen the first
hatch on the wing early in June, the second in August .
Said by the late Dr. Macaulay (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 3 , pp.
8 5

— 6) to have been seen at Langton, 2 1 Feb., 1 8 8 2 ,

and also at Gumley, 1 1 No v.
,
1 8 8 2 . The win ter of

1 8 8 1 — 2 was the mildest ever known in the Mid
lands, and it is possible consequen t ly that the bird
m ay have arrived earlier than usual . I heard a chiff
chaff several times in a smal l spinney at Aylestone in
1 8 8 3 so late as 2 1 September, and on 2 2 Sept ., 1 89 7 ,
Dr. Macau lay and I heard it at Saddington Gorse.
Mr. G. Frisby of Quorn saw and heard one on
1 1 April, 1 906 .

Mr. W. J . Horn writes in 1 905 :
‘
2 2 March

,

1 896, is my earliest note o fits arrival . Three o r fourpairs breed in Market Harborough .’ All nests he
has found have been placed from 3 in . to 3 ft. above
the ground . I heard it at Cotesbach, 3 April, 1 907 .

20. Wil low-Warbler. Pbyllo scopm trocbi/as

Lo cally, Wil low-Wren, Yellow Wren (almost
obsolete) .

A summer migran t, commonly distribu ted and

breeding. I have received n ests and eggs of this bird
from Aylestone, Belvoir, Bradgate, Kn ighton , and

o ther places in Leicestershire, much more frequen tly
than those of the chiffchaff. Apparen tly it is equally
common with that bird , and its nest is just as skilfully
concealed . Mr. G . Frisby of Quorn heard th is bird
on 5 April , 1 906 , and the writer heard it in the
wooded part of Coleman Road, Leicester, 1 6 April,
1 06 .9
Mr. W. J . Horn , writing in 1 906 , says : ‘The
most abundan t of o ur summer migran ts— qu ite six
times as numerous as the chiffchaff. Nests in Market
Harborough 2 6 April, 1 896, singing on the wing
7 Sept . , 1 89 5 , singing.’

2 1 . Wood-Warbler. Pbylloscopas ribilatrix (Bechstein).
Locally, Wood-Wren .

A summer migran t, said by Babington (Pot ter, op .
cit. App.) to be not uncommon .’ Despite this the
Writer, during a twen ty-five years’ residence in the
coun ty, has not met with it, and the Leicester
Museum contains no local specimen .
Nevertheless it is but fair to state that the following
letters have been received —Ou 2 2 May, 1 89 1 , the
Rev. H ugh Parry wrote from Tugby : ‘Several (at
least six) wood-warblers have lately settled here and I
am hoping ere long to find a nest, and if I am suc

cessful wil l let yo u have it fo r the museum. There is

2 2 . Reed-Warbler. Acrocepbalw streperus (Vieillot).
Lo call Reed-Wren .

A summer migran t, breeding, but unevenly dis
tribu ted . H arley men tioned it as occurring on the
banks of the Soar and the reed-beds of Groby
Pool, Dishley Reservoir, and Garendon, &c .

,
bu t

the late Dr. Macau lay
,
though living n ear Sad

dingto n Reservoir, where it undoubted ly breeds in
small numbers every year, had no knowledge of
its existence save on the au thority of the Rev. A.

Matthews, who said that it occurred in the northern
division of the coun ty, un til I came to Leicester, when
in September, 1 8 80, I took a few short walks fo r
purposes of observation , and during one of them came
to a spo t in which I should expect to find n esting the
sedge, and possibly the reed-warbler. This spo t was a
reed-bed just under the castle, and was very diffi cu l t of
approach to pedestrians ; accordingly th e following
May, I , with a young friend, launched my canoe and
paddled through the reeds un til we cou ld find a

landing-place . The season being very backward, the
n ew growth o freedswasbut just springing, and we had
an almost un in terrupted view of any birds we might
flush. Soon I had the pleasure of seeing and hearing
both the birds we came in search of ; and in abou t
half an hour we had foundeleven nests of four Species
of birds, three of which were th ose of Acrocepba/vs
streperas. They were not, however, so forward in
construction as the sedge—warblers’ o r the o ther birds’,
all ofwhich latter had eggs. On 9 June, 1 8 8 l , a beau ti
ful specimen of a reed-warbler’s nest with five eggs was
obtained from this place fo r the museum, and further
nests, all con taining eggs, were found there on 1 3 June,
1 8 8 5 , and 1 5 June, 1 8 88 .

LEICESTERSHIRE
no m istake abou t them, as I have been watching them
carefu l ly fo r the past three days, and I know their
note well

,
as they are common enough in my coun ty,

Salop . I think I told yo u that I saw and heard a
pair in Kn ighton Spinney in May, Later on ,
1 9 J une, 1 89 1 I think yo u can hear a wood-warbler
any day at Stretton Hall , if yo u were to go over.

Yesterday I came here andwas almost at once greeted
with its note, ’ and again on 2 May, 1 89 2

‘I heard
a pair of wood-wrens on Saturday here (Tugby) and
again yesterday. To-day they are qu iet, I suppose on
accoun t o fcold .’ Again , on 1 8 May, 1 89 3

‘I was
over at Belvoir Castle lately and heard and saw the
wood-warbler.

’

Mr. H . S. Davenport, wri ting on 1 5 May, 1 89 3 ,
sa 3 I have found a wood-warbler at last,
al though I have invariably said I have never before
met with th is bird in this coun ty. I detected h im at

1 o’clock on Saturday, and the best o f it is that the
chiffchaff and willow-wren were singing simultane
o usly. I think it was a great season fo r warblers, and
he is a straggler to these parts.

’ Mr. Stephen H .

Pilgrim writes from Hinckley on 6 May, 1 898
‘A

genuine and undoubted wood-wren has pu t in an

appearance at the garden of my father’s house here,
the Castle H ill.’
Mr.W. J . Horn, wri t ing fromMarket H arborough
on 2 7 April, 1 899, says : ‘Yo u m ay be in terested
to hear that I watched fo r some time and listened to
the song o f the wood-wren this m orn ing in some
trees at the top of the town . This is my first record
fo r Leicestershire.’ H e again records its occurrence
at Market H arborough on 2 May, 1 903 .
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many years. Those noted are the fo llo wmg
October, 1 8 8 5 , I purchased from El kington a pair

of these birds, which he assured me were shot by
T

. Freer, some ten o r twelve years before, at the back
water,’ BedeHouseMeadows, Leicester ; andon 3 Dec . ,

1 8 8 5 , I succeeded in findingFreer, then a very o ldm an,
living in a house next the BlackH orse atAylestone,
and he remembered the circumstance perfectly, telling
me that there were six o r seven birds in the flock, to
which hewas attracted by their pe culiar note— a piping
warble— and that he shot three, one of them very
badly. This was on 1 0 Nov., 1 8 70, and he had
never seen others before n o r since. Of the three birds
shot two were males and one female. One male wen t
to the museum and the pair to E lkington . Mr. H . A.

Payne of Enville gave me a note o f the occurrence of
this bird at Groby Pool in July, 1 8 83 . H e informed
me there were abou t a dozen of them running up the
reeds and popping in and o ut the rushes. Many
observers, however,who see the long-tailed tit climbing
about reeds, mistake it fo r the bearded tit.

29 . British Long-TailedTit. Acredula rosea (Blyth) .
Locally, Bottle-jug, Bottle-tit, Mum ruflin .

R esiden t, but sparingly distribu ted. Harley wrote
‘Pretty plen tifu l in t hickly-wooded tracts, as, fo r

example, the vicin ity of Newtown Linford, Groby,
and Anstey. ’ I have seen it at Whetstone of late
years, and it has been seen by Messrs. Stuart Maples
and Peter W. Druce, as lately as October, 1 906, at

Aylestone Mill, whilst Mr. G . Frisby has found its
nest in a furze-bush at Quorn , on 1 6 April , 1 906 .

Paras majo r, Linn .30. Great Tit.
Locally, Blackcap (by error) , Cx-eye Tit, Saw

sharpener (in allusion to its note) , Tom Tit.
Residen t and generally d istribu ted. In June

, 1 88 3 ,
I found in an apple tree at Aylestone H all a nest of
this species close to one of the blue tit, both con
taining young. I t is well known what singu lar situa
tions this bird and the blue tit will sometimes choose
fo r nesting, but never, perhaps, was a more extra
ordinary spot selected than in the summer of 1 8 8 7 ,
when a pair of these birds built their nest in an iron
post common to the gates of the fron t garden of two
houses on the Aylestone Road, Leicester, c lose to the
Lansdowne Road, and in an extremely exposed posi
t ion , not more than 2 ft. from the ground, abu tting
on the causeway, and only, of course, a few yards from
the tram-lines, of a very public road. They apparen tly
brought o ff their brood safely, but so qu ick and secret
were these birds, that the people living in one of the
two houses with their children had no idea of their

borne
—

every day, with great ar
table.’ Mr. G. Frisby of Ou
eggs on 2 April, 1 906 .

3 2 . Marsh-Tit.
Residen t, but sparingly dis
marked that it is partial to the
decayed ho les and branches of
it also affects the Scotch fir an
when decayed . Two, sen t from
were shot on 1 4 Jan ., 1 8 86,
is now in the museum . M
December, 1 8 8 7

‘This bit
in the summer of 1 886 ; th u
the o ld bird, I grieve to say, k
instance of its nesting in the C(
notice was three o r four years
nest in a hole in a rotten bran
ton Wood. The bird was t
on with its occupation ent

Seven eggs were even tually lair
Mr. W. J . H orn writes in
from time to time near my k
come to the bird table), and I
in the park, Market Harbo ro u

ing site is a hole in an ash

such a position I found one
H inckl ey .’

3 3 . Blue Tit. Paras caerulea

Locally, Bluecap, Torn T
Residen t and common .

Dr. C. J . Bond wrote on 2 7
down Regen t’s Road yesterda;
tit) perch on a lamp-post wit}
and then disappear inside the
the gas-pipe comes o ut of the
I distinctly heard the young
I should hardly have though
h ad the h ardihood to build
flaring gas-jet and daily visi
with h is torch they must ha
A nest con tain ing six eggs

I t was built around the broke
had been dropped in to a pt

stone pil lar ; when found a
'

fal len to the bo t tom of the b

Paras palum

34. Nu thatch. Sitta caesia,

Locally, Nut-jobber.

Residen t and sparingly dis
tricts. According to Harle

D _ -J f‘ T‘
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little stone bo xes which were originally put there fo r
squirrels.’ The Rev. H ugh Parry saw many o f this
species at Belvoir Castle in 1 89 3 and Mr. F. Bo us

kell observed them on several occasions at Kn ighton,
in May and June, 1 8 89 . Mr. G . Frisby saw them
feeding from Mrs. Perry H errick’s bird-table ’ as

lately as 1 906, and thinks they appear to increase innumbers year by year. He has seen them nesting in
woodpecker’s holes. Several were shot at Glen Magna
in the au tumn of 1 906 and win ter of 1 907 by
Mr. Tom Goddard.
Mr. W. J . Horn writes in 1 907

‘A pair are

generally to be found in the old elm trees in the Park,
Market Harborough, where they nest. I have occa
sio nally seen this bird in the woods near Hinckley.’

3 5 . Wren . Troglodytcr parvulac, Koch.
Locall Jenny-Wren, Kit ty-Wren .

Residen t and common . Harley men tioned its

well-known habit of congregating of an even ing, in
the win ter mon ths, and retiring to ou thouses,
granaries, &c ., &c ., and said that at one time abou t a
dozen wrens were found, on a cold win ter’s evening,
secreted within the chimney of an ou thouse near h is
father’s residence. I t builds in all situations : holes
in walls, in ivy, in banks and the museum possesses
one bu il t in an old hat, found in a garden on the
Hinckley Road, Leicester, in May, 1 8 84, and another
bu il t in a dog-muzzl e from Long Clawson . Many
nests appear to be begun in the spring, and are finished
with the exception of the inner l ining of feathers.
These, which are commonly called‘cock’s nests,’ are
popularly supposed to be built by the cockfo r amusemen t,
o r through some exuberance of fancy: Mr. Dresser’s
Opinion is that they are used as houses of refuge in
cold o r inclemen t weather— an opin ion shared, as he
says, by many other naturalists (see Bird: of Europe) .
Harley, however, believed that they were not built by
the wren at all, but by the dormouse.

3 6 . Tree-Creeper. Certlyiafi miliari r, Linn .
Residen t and generally distribu ted . In the museum
donation-bo o k I find the following en try Remains
of n est of Creeper (Ccrtbia with ten eggs,
found embedded in the solid trunk of an old elm tree
con taining nearly 1 50 feet of timber, together with
the two slabs of wood, showing the cavity in which
they were deposited withou t any open ing to the ex
terio r.

—Presen ted by Mr. G im so n
, Saw Mills, Wel

ford Road, 7 May, Mr. Ingram showed me
a n est con taining young in June, bu ilt behind
the loose bark of a tree at Belvoir. I saw a bird early
in February, 1 89 2, on a tree on the New Walk
opposite the museum . Mr. W. J . Horn writing in
1 907 says that it nests every year in old pollard willowson the banks of the Upper Welland where he has
found the nest .

3 7 . Pied Wagtail. Motacilla lugué rir, Temm inck.

Locally, Dish-washer, Peggy Wash-dish, Water
Wagtail.

Residen t and common . Mr. G. Lillingsto n John
so n, o fUlverscroft, sen t me in June, 1 8 8 8, the fol low
ingin teresting note Fo r the last four years I have
remarked , abou t 20 March, a flight of wagtails on my
lawn ; they begin to come by twos and threes, and
show on the lawn most punctual ly at every
evening, till they accumu late to the number of thirty.

They appear to be holding a matrimon ial parliamen t .
After a few days they begin to lessen in numbers, and
to my knowledge only two pairs rem ain here to nest .’
Mr. G. L . Johnson writing again on 2 5 March, 1 8 89 ,
said : ‘Wagtails have come I coun ted eighteen last
n ight. They come punctually at p.m .

’

I t nests often in extraordinary situations, stacks o f
coal being frequen tly chosen

, and a pair built in such
a position on C ulso n

’
sWharf’ in 1 8 8 5 .

The Rev. Hugh Parry found a n est with five eggs,
on which the bird had be en sit ting fo r a week, at

Tugby on 1 8 April, 1 894— quite an early date.
Mr. G. Frisby, writing in 1 906, says ‘I have

put o ut abou t 300 pied wagtails, roosting in the bul
rushes previous to their au tumn migration southwards.’
Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907 On 1 0 April,
1 902 , I saw a variety of this species with black cheeks
and forehead . ’

[White Wagtail. Motacilla alba
, Linn.

I am by no means satisfied as to the validity of this
species o r its occurrence in the coun ty (see Browne,
op . c it. pp . 66, 6 7 ) and although Mr. W. J . H orn
writes in 1 907 ,

‘Most springs I see one o r more,’
yet, bearing in mind that, at the best, it is merely a

sub-species o r Con tinen tal form of the preceding, it
will be wise un til specimens are procured to treat it as
non-existen t, o r doubtfu l .]
3 8 . Grey Wagtail. Motacilla malarzopc, Pal las.

Locally, Win ter-Wagtail.
A win ter migran t, sparingly distribu ted and not

recorded un til 1 89 3 as remaining to breed in the coun ty .
I have frequen tly seen and shot it qu ite close to Le ices
ter, at the Aylestone M ill , and Mr. W. A. Evans saw
and shot some specimens at Leicester on the banks of
the Soar in 1 8 8 5 , 1 8 86, and 1 8 8 7 . Mr. W. P.

Pycraft saw a grey wagtail in the Coun ty D itch, Ayle
stone Road , on 6 Oct.

, 1 8 89 , and I saw one on
the Aylestone Road on 1 2 Oc t.

, 1 8 89 . Mr. W.

Pycraft also observed four in the Saffron Lane, near to
U nderwood’s brickyard, on 5 March

,
1 89 2 , and Mr.

H . S. Davenport
,
writing from Skeflingto n on 1 5 May,

1 89 3 , reportsfo r the fi rst time the nesting o fth is spec ies
in Leicestershire . One was seen at the Sewage Farm ,

3 March, 1 907 , byMessrs. P.W. Druce and S. Maples.
Mr. W. J . Horn reports a pair which were runn ing
abou t on the gravel in fron t of the E lms,’ Market
Harborough, on 29 Jan ., 1 90 5 , and says that during
the win ter 1 905

—6 one of these birds was frequen tly
to be seen in h is stable yard, and al though it did not
come on to the bird table it ran abou t beneath it,
apparen tly picking up crumbs which h ad fallen
therefrom . H e also gives the fol lowing records
Seen near H inckley 1 2 March , 1 89 5 Medbourne
1 2 March, 1 902 on theWel land 1 4. Oct. , 1 899

6 Oc t., 1 899 , 2 2 Oct., 1 899 , and 26 Nov., 1 899 ;

Lubenham 1 3 March, 1 904. Market Harborough
2 5 Jan . , 1 907 .

[Grey-H eaded Yellow Wagtail.
Sundevall.

In the Mid. Nat. p . 2 5 7 , the late Dr.

Macaulay stated that he had seen this b ird near Kib
worth on 2 May, 1 8 80, bu t in a previous note of h is
wh ich appeared in Mid. Nat. p . with
reference to the same bird he attached the scien tific
name M. flat/a to the vernacu lar. The oc currence

Mo tacilla o orcalir,
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must therefore remain open to doubt, but if it was a
specimen of M. flava which Dr. Macaulay

’

saw
, that

wou ld constitu te a new record fo r the coun ty.]
3 9.
YellowWagtail . Motacilla ran, Bonaparte.

A summer migran t, general ly distribu ted and

breeding. Common in the meadows of the Soar
around Leicester. I procured one (a male) close to
the abbey on 8 April, 1 8 86— the earl iest date fo r
forty-three years, Harley having observed it , curiouslyenough, in the abbey grounds one day earl ier in 1 843 .

I t usual ly stays with us well in to September, my latest
date be ing 2 7 Sept. when I saw several in
the meadows at Kibworth .
Al though the bird is abundan t in the meadows

about Ayl estone, and undoubtedly nests there every
season , it was not found un til 1 8 86, when Wilson,
haymaking in a field just o ff the road at Aylestone on
2 July, discovered a nest with six eggs, which I saw

in J im and secured fo r the museum . The nest, which
was buil t on the ground on th e edge of a cart track ,
was form ed of grass-ben ts and lined with hair, and
con tained six eggs, of a un iform drab-brown, suffused
with a darker shade toward the large end . Mr. W. J .
H orn writes in 1 907

‘Th is bird overlaps the grey
wagtail, fo r on 2 Oc t. , 1 892 , I saw abou t a dozen
greywagtails and twice as many ray’swagtails, feeding
in the meadows near my house. In the early spring,
th is bird is abundan t in the meadows of the Welland
Val ley

,
and on 1 9 April, 1 90 5 , just below the Market

H arborough Sewage Farm, I saw scores, all males. I

have several times found its nest in this neighbourhood,
on railway embankments and, on 2 7 May, 1 90 5 ,
with young by the canal side. ’

40. Tree-Pipit. Aatbm trivialis, Linn .
A summerm igran t, generally distribu ted and breed

ing. Mr. Babington (Pot ter, op. c it. App. p . 6 7 )
wrote No t very rare at Thringston e, and probably
found elsewhere near the forest. ’ Mr. Davenport
has found the nest near Bil l esdon . Mr. W. J . H orn
writes in 1 907

‘Favourite nesting sites are railway
embankmen ts. The eggs vary very much and I

possess, probably, twen ty varieties.’

41 . Meadow-Pipit . Antlzarpratcm i;

Local] Moss-cheeper, Tit-Lark, Titling.
Residen t and not uncommon near Leicester

,

probably double-b lo oded . Mr . G. F. Frisby
records its song April

, 1 906. Mr. W. J . H orn
writes in 1 907 Residen t, but much more numer
o us in this d istric t in spring and win ter

,
when flocks

of fifty o r sixty are occasional ly seen . I t does not
breed in this immed iate neighbourhood, although it
breeds lower down the Wel land Valley. In su itable
situations I have found them breeding in colonies.
Upon one occasion , this bird feigned injury, when I
disturbed it wh ilst incubating. I frequen tly see it on
the Lit tle Bowden Recreation Ground .’

[Golden Oriole. Oriolw galéula, Linn .
Of very doubtful occurrence, fo r the only note I
have of it is by the late Mr. Widdowson

,
who wrote

that one was seen abou t the railway gardens ( iMelton
Mowbray) some years ago .]

42 . Great Grey Shrike. Lam
'

ar cxcué itor, Linn .
Locall Cinerous Shrike, Great Bu tcher-bird.

A rare win ter visitan t, not remain ing to breed in

Britain . Harley recorded that he received a fin e
specimen, wounded bu t alive, on 4 Dec ., 1 848 .

I ts discovery and capture were attribu ted to a flock of
sparrows and chaflinches drawn together by its ap

pearance . Some days later ( 1 1 Dec .) he received
a second— a fine male. Both were shot by the same
person at Kn ight Thorpe. Since then Mr. Widdo w
so n informed me of a spec imen picked up dead by
the gardener at Little Dalby H all on 2 5 March,
1 88 3 . A specimen purchased fo r the museum,
apparen tly a female, is said to have been shot by a
keeper, be tween Syston and Queniborough, in the
au tumn of 1 8 82 , and I am informed by Turn er that
another was shot at Anstey some years since.
Mr. Ingram, who informed me that one was shot at
Kn ipton amongst fieldfares by Mr. Brewster, kindly
sen t me a n ice female specimen in the flesh, shot at
Belvoir 8 February, 1 8 8 5 . Mr. W. A. Evans shot a
fine female specimen (nearly adult) in a market
garden at New Parks, close to Leicester, on 2 3 Dec .,

1 8 8 5 , and he remarked that its jerky motions
and general shape and colour reminded h im of a
wagtail. This bird was brought to me fo r exam i
nation . Mr. Joseph Young, of Leicester, had two
brought to h im alive in 1 89 1 by bird-catchers. The
first was caught at Eaton on 1 November, and the
other on some allotmen ts in Gipsy Lane on
9 November. The former was exhibited at a local
bird show

,
and l ived fo r three weeks the other suc

c um bed in three days. Both were presen ted to the
museum, andwere men tioned in the Field of 2 1 Nov. ,
1 89 1 . One shot in Park Lan e, Loughborough, was
presen ted to the museum by Mr. W. Truman Tucker
on 1 3 Feb. , 1 89 1 , who also presen ted one which
he shot on the wing close to h is house in Park Lane,
Loughborough, on 1 1 Jan .,

1 892 . (See Zo ol. 1 89 2 ,
p

43 . Red-Backed Shrike. Lam
'

w col/aria, Linn .
Lo cally, Little Bu tcher-bird, Red-backed Bu tcher
bird .

A summer m igran t, sparingly distribu ted, and re

main ing to breed. I observed a fine male perched
upon the dead branch of a tree in Narborough Bogs
on 20 June, 1 8 8 5 , and on 1 5 July, 1 8 86, I watched
one fo r some time at Barrow-o n-Soar. In 1 8 8 8 I

saw two specimens (male and female) in the possession
of Mr. H . C. Woodcock, of Rearsby, who informed
me that they were shot in this coun ty many years
ago , and were sen t in the flesh to the late Mr.Wid
dowson . Mr. T. H owett, of Leicester, reported a
specimen killed near Syston in 1 886 . At Belgrave
on 2 7 May, 1 8 86, Thomas Adcock found a n est
con taining one egg in a hawthorn bush. H e considers
the species rare. Mr. Davenport, who also considers
it rare, found a nest on 3 June, 1 8 8 8 , close to
Ashlands, Billesdon, con tain ing five eggs. Mr. G.

Frisby, writing on 7 Sept ., 1 906, says that a

nest was bu il t in a hawthorn hedge close to the
1 2 This specim en is undo ubtedly th e fo rm kn o wn as Pallas’s

Great G rey Sh rike, Laru'us majo r, Pallas, and, acco rdingto m o st
auth o rities, sh o u ld fo llo w th e presen t as an o ther species. H av

ing, ho wever, wo rked at this gro up, my exam inatio n o f a

num ber o fexam ples co nvinces m e that L . majo r and L . bomqyeri
— th e latter n o t yet reco rded fo r Britain— are practically indis
tingu ish able fro m L. excubiro r, and n o t deserving o f even sub

spec ific rank. Since th is was written, Mr. H . E. Dresser has

endo rsed th e writer's c o nclusio n s, and has stated th at L . excubito r

and L . majo r are o ne and th e sam e species.

1 24
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47 . Swallow. H irana’o rurtica, Linn .
Locally, Chimney-Swallow.

A summer migran t, common ly distribu ted and

breeding. In 1 8 8 7 I saw a solitary young bird so
late as 7 No v. feebly flying over the houses near
Aylestone Church, crossingand te-crossing qu ite near
me several times, this being the latest date recorded
fo r the coun ty since Harley’s time. At Aylestone I
have found the swallow to be treble-brooded . Elking
ton receiveda pure white specimen in 1 8 80. In May,

1 8 8 5 , I saw a curious variety, a young bird, in the
possession ofMr. W. Whitaker, ofWistow, in wh ich
the wings, tail, and back were greyish-white, the
throat fain tly rufescen t, the under parts almost of the
normal colour but paler, the head and nape fain tly
t inged with dusky brown the oval spots on the tail
feathers showed but dimly, and were of an isabelline
colour. Mr. J . B. E l lis presen ted to the museum
a variety almost precisely similar to that possessed by
Mr. Whitaker, which he shot at Bardon H ill
1 2 Aug.

,
1 8 86 . I t was fully plumaged, withou t, of

course, the long ou ter tail-feathers of the adult, and

appeared on dissection to be a female. I think it is,
ifanyth ing, whiter than the Wistow specimen, but it
was not an albino, it having dark o r greyish-brown
irides. Mr. Palmer, of Leicester, informed me that
on 1 5 Nov., 1 89 1 , he saw two swallows on the
Melbourne Road, and a fortn ight previously he saw
a dozen in Spinney H il l Park. I saw a white o r
isabell ine specimen in the hands of Pinch in

,
who in

formed m e that it was shot atWistow in the summer
o f 1 8 89 by Mr. W. Wh itaker. Pinch in also stated
that a pure white variety was shot at Nailsto ne in the
summer of 1 890 by Mr. H enfield.

Mr. G. Frisby,writing in 1 906 , gives the following
records 1 5 April, 1go 6, a few swal lows over
Swithland Reservoir ; 1 8 April, 1 906 , over 200 at

Swithland, bitterly cold wind ; 8 June, 1 906, a

pair nested on a hair-broom at Beaum ano r.
’
H e adds

that they roost on the wil lows at the osier beds
,

Moun tsorrel . Mr. Frisby saw one at Quorn so late
as 4 Nov., 1 906 . Mr. W. J . H orn says that on
1 1 No v. , 1 905 , after a rough n ight a swal low was
flying round h is house, and at m id-day it was joined
by a house-martin .

48 . H ouse-Martin . Cacfidoa uro ica

A summer migran t , commonly distributed, and

breeding. Being double, and sometimes even treble
brooded, this species occasionally rem am s with us un til
very late and Harley, writing in 1 8 5 1 , said that he
had known the house-martin to remain in Leices

tershire un til 2 3 No v., and had met with its nest
_ f L L J _ l' a l
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Hinckley, where the bird was sit ting on five eggs,
2 June, 1 89 1 . Mr. G. H . Frisby writes 2 5 Ju ly,
1 906

— ‘I saw two young birds (two others escaped)
caged, the old bird had nested in an apple tree at
Co l. Curz o n

’
s
,
Woodhouse.’

Mr.W. J . H orn , writing in 1 907 , says also that he
had heard on good au thority that two o r three pairs
nested in an orchard at Lubenham in 1 905 . H e

gives the following records — 1 4March
, 1 895 , three

birds seen at Croft 1 Jan .,
1 897 , one seen atMarket

Harborough ; 1 2 April, 1 89 5 , one seen n ear Bur
bage ; 4 March, 1 902 , a pair seen in the Park,
Market Harborough ; 2 1 March, 1 896 , one seen at

Monk’s Kirby ; 1 0 March, 1 902 , a pair seen in the
park, Market Harborough .

5 2 . Goldfinch . Carduclir clcgam , Stephens.
Locally, Draw-water, Proud Tailer, o r Tailor,
Thistle-Finch .

Residen t, but sparingly distribu ted. Mr. Ingram
wrote tha t it builds in apple-trees two o r three pairs
generally in the gardens of Belvoir Castle.’ Mr. T. B.

Ellis of‘The Gynsils ’ writes — ‘In one o r two apple
orchards I know it builds regularly.’ Mr. J . S. Ellis tells
me that up to 1 86 3 , when he left Glenfield Lodge,
a nest o r two were found every year in the orchard,
and always built in a fork at the top of an apple-tree.
A specimen was shot by Mr. G . R . Brook at Whet
stone in 1 898 . Mr. W. J . H orn, writing in 1 907 ,
says Nests in Market Harborough . I found the
nest in the hedge of o ur cricket ground .’ He adds the
following records — 1 2 March, 1 904, three specimens
seen on canal bank ; 26 June, 1 904, seen at Lubenham ;
1 4 April, 1 905 , seen at Nevill Holt and a dozen
other places. By this it appears that the bird is
commoner in some parts of the coun ty than others,
and Mr. H . S. Davenport, writing from Melton
Mowbray in 1 906, considers it much more common
than formerly, as also does Mr. H . Bu tler Johnson , in
the vicin ity of Swann ington .

5 3 . Siskin . Carducfi: rpimu

Locall Aberdevine.
An uncommon win ter visitan t, not breeding in the

Midlands. Mr. Babington men tioned it (Potter, op .
c it. App. p. 67) as having been observed in flocks at
Thringstone and Rothley Temple, among alders,
during 1 8 3 7 . Harley once met with a vast com
pany of siskins (some 400 o r in the northern
division of the coun ty, among large alder-trees beside
a stream at the lower end of Oakley Wood . In the
autumn of 1 849 the species was frequen tly met
with, but has not appeared since in such numbers in
any part of the coun ty. The late Dr. Macaulay
(Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 3 , p. 86) saw a flock of abou t twen ty
in a lane near Gumley on 1 5 Nov. , 1 8 8 2 . Of the
specimens in the museum, one was taken at Thur
caston in 1 8 8 1 , two (male and female) were taken
at Kirby Muxloe, 1 1 Dec ., 1 8 8 5 , and three (two
males and one female) were shot atBelvoir on 14Jan .,

1 8 86.

54. House-Sparrow. Parser domcrticw

Lo cally, Thack (o r Thatch)-Sparrow.

R esiden t and far too common, breeding every
where ; variable as to plumage, colour and size of
e s.

The Mid. Nat. ofAug.,
1 8 8 1 , con tains an accoun t

of some sparrows which were seen at Overseal feed
inga canary that had escaped from its cage.
On 6 Jan ., 1 890, I shot on the Aylestone Road,

Leicester
,
a femal e variety, chestnu t and wh ite, and

another
,
presen ted to the museum, was shot at East

field, Sto neygate, 30 Sept ., 1 890. As showing the
extreme variability of the eggs of this pest, the
writer has procured from the ivy covering h is house
at Whetstone, clu tches of five fours, three threes,
five twos and one, all taken in one day, 1 5 June,
1 90 3 , and no two clutches were al ike in colour
varying from reddish brown to almost white. A

curious grey variety shot on the New Estate at

Cosby was presen ted to the museum by Mr. McCart

ney on 1 5 June, 1 903 .

5 5 . Tree-Sparrow. Parser montamu

Locall Moun tain-Sparrow, Wood Sparrow.

Residen t, but sparingly distribu ted over the wood
lands. Mr. Davenport shot one at Skeflingto n in

Dec .

, 1 87 6 . Mr. H . E l lis shot one at Glenfield on
29 Dec ., 1 8 8 1 . The late Mr. R . Widdowson sen t
me one from Melton Mowbray. I killed one (a
female) at Blaby, 2 5 March, 1 8 84, and others con
sorting with chaflinches and greenfinch es in snowy
weather at Kn ighton . 1 4 Jan ., 1 8 8 5 .

A male shot at Melton Mowbray was presen ted to
the museum on 1 0 Feb., 1 894, and two males and

one femal e shot at Whetstone were presen ted by
Mr. L. E . Gill in 1 899 .

Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907 Several pairs
n est in the pol lard wil lows where I have found the
nest

, 1 0 March
, 1 894. I saw a flock of over fifty

feeding in Mr. Kendal l ’s stackyard close to Croft
Quarry, 1 7 April,
5 6 . Chaflinch . Friagz

'

lla caclcé r, Linn .
Locall Pink o r Spink, Pye-Finch, Pie-Finch .

Residen t and common , breeding in gardens and

plan tat ions close to Leicester. With regard to the
flocking of hen chaflinch es in the au tumn , as narrated
by Gil bertWhite, Harl ey bel ieved that writer to be in
error, as the birds m ight be immature individuals of the
year and not females. In confi rmation of this theory
I have sho t many, and found the apparen t femal es to
be

, as suspec ted, immature specimens of both sexes.
Mr. Ingram wrote from Belvoir that they flock there
‘in thousands, and are useful in destroying the seeds
of weeds.’ The eggs vary : Mr. Davenport notes
‘
an ex traordinary pale-green , elongated egg, taken at
Skeflingto n in May, also a c lutch of five, shaped
like a sn ipe’s and of the colour of a starling’s eggs, and
two clu tches of a delicate pale-blue en tirely unspot ted ;
and Mr. W. A. V ice presen ted to the museum on
9 May, 1 8 8 5 , a nest con tain ing five eggs of this de
scription, taken by h im at Blaby. The Rev. G. T.

Armitage wrote on 2 1 No v., 1 892 Abou t a fort
n ight ago one of o ur farmers shot a white chaflinch ,
which I am having stufled.

’
A female variety, appa

rently a hybrid with a ( i) greenfinch , from Tugby,
was given to the museum by the Rev. H ugh Parry on
4Jan ., 1 89 5 . Mr. G . Frisby writes, 2 6 July, 1 906
‘A chaflinch was sitting on eggs, using the same nest
the se cond t ime bo th broods were reared .’

5 7 . Brambling. Fn
‘
ngilla monh

'

fi
-iflgilla, Linn .

Locally, Moun tain Finch, French Pye o r Pie .

A win ter visitan t, sparingly distribu ted, and though
often found in flocks, does not remain to breed in

1 2 7



A HISTORY OF

Britain . Mr. Babbington wrote in 1 842 (Potter, op.
c it. App. 67 ) Several shot twen ty years ago at

Swann ington by Mr. Grundy, who kept a wounded
bird fo r some time in a cage. I t lost all its yellow
and red plumage and turned brown , after being fed
on hemp—seed.’ He further stated that the species
had since been killed n ear Glenfield, and that in
Jan ., 1 841 , during a long snow, several were shot
at Castl e Donington ; also that in the win ter of
1 843

—
4 it was very abundan t, and great numbers

were shot in various parts of the coun ty. I t appeared
again in the win ter of 1 8 54— 5 . The museum dona
tion-book records one presen ted on 29 March, 1 860,
from Barkby Thorpe . Mr. Davenport obtained one
at Skeflingto n in December, 1 880 . In the win ter of
1 8 84 they were unusually numerous in Leicestershire,
and I received specimens in February andMarch from
Thorn ton Reservoir, Saddington , and from a field on
the Groby Road where corn was being winnowed .
Mr. W. J . Evans shot five (three mal es and two
females) at New Parks on 1 March, 1 8 86 they were
consorting with greenfinches and chaflinch es. . Mr. A.

K. Perkins shot one at Laughton on 1 0 Jan .
, 1 8 8 7 .

Mr. S. H . Pilgrim informs me that Pufl’

er reports
one shot in a farm-yard at Aston Flamville and taken
to h im by Mr. Goude, a veterinary surgeon at H inck
ley, some years ago . Mr. Ingram wrote on 1 5 April,
1 89 1 There are large numbers of brambling feed
ing in the Beech Avenue, abou t a mile from the
Castle ; they are in beau tiful plumage. These birds
resort to roost to the evergreen shrubs in the woods.’
The Rev. G . D . Armitage reported two, shot in the
vicin ity of Broughton Astley on 24 Jan .,

1 89 1 , and

the late Dr. Macaulay stated that a mal e specimen
had been seen at Gumley on 2 5 Nov., 1 89 1 . Among
the museum specimens are one caught near Leicester,
presen ted byMr.Oakey on 1 5May, 1 900, and two from
near Broughton Astley, presen ted by the Rev. G . D .

Armitage, 24 Jan ., 1 89 1 . Mr. W. J . Horn writes
in 1 907 Generally to be found where beech trees
abound . On 2 1 Jan . , 1 894, I saw on e at Burbage.
In March last a pair was caught in the nursery
gardens, Market Harborough, by a bird-catcher.

Abou t 1 903 a pair shot in this neighbourhood was
brought to me fo r iden tifi cation .’

5 8 . Linnet. Linaca cannaé ina

Locall Brown-Linnet, Goss (i.e. Gorse)-Linnet.
Residen t and generally d istribu ted. Harley occa

sio nally found a nest on the lateral branch o fan elm,
some 6 o r 8 ft. from the ground . I found a nest
on 1 3 June, 1 8 84, con tain ing five eggs (now in the
museum) , bu ilt in a magnolia on the walls of Belvoir
Castle. A nest and four eggs were taken at Nar

borough by Dr. Mon tague Gunn ing in o r abou t
1 900. Mr. G . Frisby writes on 26 April, 1 906
‘Over 1 00 still in flock, and singing in an ash tree
most beau tifu lly .’

5 9 . Lesser Redpoll. Linota rufirccm (Vieillot) .
Locally, Pea

-Linnet, Redcap .
Residen t , and sparingly distribu ted . H arley met
with its n est and eggs in North Leicestershire, in a

rough place known at that time by the name of
Leake Lings.’ The nest was fixed in a thick gorse
bush 5 o r 6 ft. from the ground ; it was more com
pact than the nest o f the common linnet

, smaller and

more elegan tly woven . He also met with its nest at

LEICESTERSH IRE

Bardon . Mr. Davenport found a n est with three eggs
in May, 1 8 8 3 , at Ashlands, and wrote Dec ., 1 8 8 7
H as bu il t at Ashlands, in July, three years run

ning.’ According to the late Mr. R . Widdowson,
it often breeds abou t Melton . In June, 1 8 8 3 , a n est
con taining three eggs was found at Kibworth, by
Mr. Stuart Macau lay, buil t on the end of a branch of
an elm tree. Mr .W. J . H orn writes in 1 907 More
frequen tly seen in win ter and early spring one o r two
pairs remain to breed .’ H e gives the following re
cords — 8 Jan . , 1 897 , one seen atMarket H arborough ;
1 9 April, 1 905 , several feeding in large trees, Market
Harborough 2 1 May, 1 905 a pair at Lubenham.

60. Twite.
Locally.

A win ter visitan t, apparently of rare o ccurrence,
although Harl ey wrote The Moun tain-Linnet
appears here at times, at the close of the au tumn . The
little migran t seems part ial to wild tracts in which the
thistle prevails. We occasionally meet with it in
small flocks, its assoc iates being the brown linnet and
go ldfinch . We think it does not nestle with us, but
merely performs an annual, irregu lar in land migration .’
I have no other note of th is bird, save that the
bird-stufl'ers, Elkington and Turner, say they have
received a few specimens however, I cannot vouch
fo r their accuracy and should consider it a rare bird .
I have no report of its breeding in the coun ty.
Mr. Pilgrim informs me that one was kil led near

H inckley, in the au tumn of 1 8 89, by some boys who
took it to Puffer.

Linotaflar/ irortri:

Moun tain-Linn et.

6 1 . Bullfinch . Pyrrbula caropaca, Vieillot .
Residen t, but u nevenly distributed . Harley re

marked that, although the nest o fthe bullfinch is sa1d
by many writers to be built generally in hawthorn
hedgerows, thick bushes, and similar places, he had
met with it in some of o ur con iferous shrubs. H e

also found a nest placed upon a lateral branch of a
silver spruce fir in one of the groups of plan tations in
Charnwood Forest, and several times since 1 8 2 5 he
had met with it in like situations. I have seen its
nest in rhododendrons at Belvoir, where this bird is
common . H arley appears to have considered that it
fed

, at times, on the berries of the n ightshade (So lamcm
dulcamara) . Mr. Davenport finds its nest and eggs
every year

,
and says that it occasionally lays six eggs.

Two clu tches of eggs taken from Belvoir are very dis
similar in shape, one being long, poin ted, and spot ted
at the large end on ly ; the o ther short, obtuse, and
blotched irregu larly over the whole surface, but prin
cipally at the larger end .
The museum con tains two melan ic specimens, on e
of which was caught in a net at Kn ighton . A nest
and five eggs were taken at Narborough by Dr.

Mon tague Gunn ing circa 1 900. Mr. W. J . Horn
writes in 1 907 I have found the nest in laurels,
in ivy on the “ elm-tree bole,” and dozens in its

favourite nesting site— a hawthorn hedge. I have
n ever seen more than five in a party.’

6 2 . Crossbill.
An irregular and uncertain visitan t from au tumn to
early spring, but has bred in the coun ty. Mr. Bab

ingto n (Potter, op . cit. App . p . 67 ) said In great
flocks in the win ter of 1 8 3 9, split ting the fir-cones at

The Oaks,
” near Charnwood H eath and in some

Loxia cam irortra, Linn .
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the eaves of a cottage in the vil lage. The young and
the mal e bird were of the normal type, but the female
was a curious variety. The wings and tail were of a
light brown ish-drab, showing in certain lights some
what o fan isabel line tin t bu t all the head, breast, and
back were of a dusky greyish-brown, the ochreous
tips of the man tl e and wing-covert feathers showing
dimly through the all-pervading grey- not at all a

pretty bird, and irresistibly reminding one of an

ancien t and faded stuffed Specimen, one which had
been exposed fo r a number of years to a strong light .
I saw the birds when alive, and the con trast between
the almost black male and the female, which looked
nearly white o r cream-coloured when flying to and
from the nest, was very marked . Pinchen told me
that a cream-coloured starl ing had been repeatedly
observed close to the Spinney H il l Park during the
summ er of 1 8 8 7 . It h ad also been noticed in a flock
the previous au tumn .
In Toe Zo o /ogirt fo r D ecember, 1 846 , Mr. Wm .

Turner, of Uppingham, reports the occurrence of a
white starling at Blaby. I t was found in a nest con
tain ing other young ones of the ordinary colour.
Mr. H . S. Davenport saw a cinnamon-coloured
variety at Pot te r’s of Bil lesdon in 1 8 8 8. Dr.

Macau lay reported four starling’s eggs taken from
a disused magpie’s nest on 5 May, 1 89 2, at

Carl ton Curlieu . Three eggs of differen t types
from the same nest from Stoughton were presen ted
to the museum by Mr. B. Turner, on 8 May, 1 896 .

Mr. G . Frisby writes, 3 1 May, 1 906
— ‘I saw a flight

of young starlings, and this before some of the old
birds h ad mated and were st il l in flock.

’ Mr. W. J .
Horn writ ing in 1 907 says that the strangest place he
has known fo r a nest was a disused pump . The bird
en tered where the spou t used to be, and the nest was
not more than a foot from the ground .
70. Rose-coloured Pastor. Parto r fo rm :

This species is inserted on the au thority of the late
Dr . Macau lay, who stated (fil ial. Nat. 1 8 8 2 , p . 6 3 )
that one was seen n ear Foxton, abou t 1 8 70, by the
late Rev. H . Matthews. I t was in the company o fa
flock of starl ings. Since then Turner h as told me
that a m an named Col l ins, now deceased, received a

Specimen in the flesh from Enderby, abou t 1 8 70— 5 .

Mr. G . Pu l len‘5 records a specimen as occurring near
Castle Donington .
7 1 . Jay. Co rralar glaadariur

Residen t and general ly distribu ted . Mr. Daven
port finds their nests and eggs every year, and on
2 7 May, 1 8 8 7 , he found a nest con tain ing four eggs of
a beau tiful pink variety, which he considers a great
rari ty.
Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907 I have taken

the nest and eggs in Burbage Woods. ’

7 2 . Magpie. Pica farrica (Scopoli) .
R esiden t and generally distribu ted . A snuff
coloured variety, purchased byMr. J . W. Whitaker in
1 8 8 2 , was said by the m an who sold it to have been
taken at Stoughton . Mr. Davenport reports that a
pure white magpie frequen ted the neighbourhood of
Shearsby fo r a long time in the win ter of 1 88 1 — 2 .

Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907 On an

average three pairs breed in the town of Market
Harborough . In th is immediate neighbourhood there

V.C.H. Derb. i, 1 3 2.

LEICESTERSHIRE

are just abou t as many . Early one morn ing last May
I was aroused by the alarm notes of a pair of black
birds. Looking from my bedroom window I found
a magpie was the cause of the excitemen t, and no
wonder

, fo r he was hopping backwards and forwards
from a tree to their nest, and at every visit he brought
o u t a n estling, which he gobbled up as one would an

oyster.

’

7 3 . Jackdaw. Cort/w moncdula, Linn .
Residen t and common, breeding in o ld steeples, &c .

,

in Leicester. I have especial ly noticed them at

St. Margaret’s Church, where the sexton informed me
that they deposited their sticks in such numbers upon
the upper steps of the belfry as to completely block up
the passage and n ecessitate their being carted away.
Mr. Davenport repo rts a variety of the eggs taken by
h im in Launde Wood in 1 8 8 1 .

The late Dr.Macaulay brought me a curious varie ty,
shot by the keeper at Bradgate Park on 2 5 May,
1 8 88 . The lower parts of the primaries of each
wing were umber-brown, becoming lighter, o r more
drab-l ike

,
towards the tips. The lower parts of the

secondaries were similar
,

as also that part wh ich
corresponds with the alar bar in most birds. Five,
possibly six feathers— one being shot away— in the
tail were deep umber-brown . The ou ter edges o f

each feather were in every case the lightest, t he re
m ainder being of the normal type. The scheme was,
however

,
by no means regular in either wings o r tail,

al though the pattern of each wing was almost exactly
like its fellow, and it was rather odd ly than wel l o r
regularly marked. The gradual fading o ff from the
glossy green ish-blue tin t to brown was curious, and
gave to the brown somewhat of a purple hue . Mr.W.

J . H orn ,writing in 1 907 , says that Many pairs breed
in the steeple of Market Harborough Church .’ H e

states that a pair of rooks began to bu ild in a large
plane tree in the bank garden (qu ite in the cen tre of
the town ), but th is tree being the favourite perching
place of the jackdaws nesting in the church spire, they
promptly pu ll ed the rooks’ nest to pieces and carried
the sticks away.
74. Raven . Corr/m co rax

,
Linn .

Has not occurred fo r years. Mr. Babington , writ
ing in 1 842 (Po tter, op. c it. App. p . said
Generally to be seen on Sharpley a few years since

still in Bradgate Park, as I learn from Mr. Bloxham,
but Harley stated that the late Mr. Adams assured
h im that the raven had en tirely desertedBradgate Park,
and that the last date of its occurrence at Sharpley
Rocks was 26 Oct., 1 848 . The late Dr. Macaulay
reported one (Mid. Nat. 1 88 2 , p . 64) sho t at Sadding
ton

,
many years since, by Mr. Johnson

,
whilst it was

feeding on a portion of a sheep that had been hung
up in a plan tation . C. and T. Adcock informed me
in 1 8 8 8 that their grandfather, George Evans, told
them that th is bird used to breed regu larly in Brad
gate Park and that when he was a boy (sixty-five
years ago ) he took the young and reared them and on
one occasion sold one to the old Three Crowns
Inn at the corner of H orsefair Street . H arley stated
tha t a raven reared its young at Garendon in 1 8 2 5 ,
which would be about the same date.

7 5 . Carrion-crow. Co rr/u: co rona, Linn .
Residen t, generally distribu ted, bu t not so common

as fo rmerly. Harley stated that, on the large grass
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obtained a very small dark-green
ntainingone other, near Rol leston,
a precisely similar egg in every
at the same place in April, 1 8 8 3 ,
ring four others. Both eggs are in
he old birds had frequen ted the
ring the in terven ing win ter. H e

.ird, also similar, taken on 1 3 April,
Murray-Dixon reports this bird as
at Swithland in 1 906 .

rn
,
writing in 1 907 , says that

ts in the neighbourhood ofMarket
alfa dozen abou t a quarter of a m il e
and between Market Harborough

Co rr/w com ix
,
Linn.

Crow, Grey-backed Crow, Royston
dle-backed Crow.

visitan t, sparingly distribu ted and

reed. Men tioned by Mr. Babing
App. p. 68) as having been seen
Heath, and he himself had seen
have been killed n ear Leicester.

first appearance at various dates,
tober, and extending over a period of
l remarked that from then un t il
might be observed on o ur uplands
being chiefly limited to the forest
the surrounding district . Mr. In

ve o r six pairs general ly visit
rember, remain ing un til spring ;
lDClS

,
the smell of flesh attracting

e Mr. Widdowson noted the
aird close to Mel ton n early every
reports one shot in the Abbey
0 and a specimen which I saw
the once celebrated prize-fighter,
Ben t

,
was said to have been shot

>ray, somewhere abou t the year
lr. Macau lay recorded one (Mid.

atained at Skeflingto n in 1 8 7 5 ,
ddingto n Reservoir on 7 Jan . ,

re museum was obtained from
1 Feb.

,
1 88 1 , and another was

a
, close to Leicester. Mr. Ellis
zwo nearly every win ter ; and I

1 8 8 2 , near Bradgate, sitting on
Adcock informs me tha t he
had been caught in a trap at
and E lkington has, in past

.1 from Swithland. ‘Tfie Leiccrtcr

5 D ec ., 1 8 8 5 . The Rev. A. Matthews reports hav
ing seen two at Gumley . Mr.W. A. Evans saw one
at Kirby Muxloe on 2 8 No v., 1 8 8 5 . One was seen
by Mr. H . W. Roberts at Sheet H edges

, Bradgate,
on 2 Feb., 1 8 8 7 , and another by the Rev. G . D .

Armitage at Broughton Astley in 1 8 8 7 . Among the
museum specimens is a female kil led at Kimcote on
3 1 Oct., 1 890.

Mr. C. R . Smith writing from Loddington on
5 Nov., 1 90 5 , recorded one he had shot there.
Mr. G . Frisby writes 5 Oc t., 1 906 First appear
ance this season .’
Two were seen by Messrs. P. Dru ce and S. Maples
on 3 March, 1 907 , at the sewage farm

,
Beaumont

Leys.

Mr.W. J . H orn writes in 1 90 7 In ten years
I have seen but two in th is d istrict 8 March

,
1 902 ,one seen in Welland Val ley near Rock ingham .

’

7 7 . Rook. Co rt/u: fi
'

ugi/cgw,
Linn .

Residen t and comm on
,
breeding in rookeries at

Sto neygate and Kn ighton , and at Westco tes un til its
demolit ion in 1 8 8 7 . H arley appears to have con
sidered that most of the rooks bred immed iately
around Leicester congregated and rested fo r the n ight

,

during the au tumn and win ter
, in Sheet H edges

Wood, opposite the v il lage o fAnstey. H e also re

marked upon the hardships to wh ich this species is
exposed during seasons of con tinued drought

,
such as

the summer of 1 8 26, when numbers perished in the
fields fo r wan t of food . The eggs vary con siderably
in size. Two taken o ut of a nest at Stoughton were
presen ted to the museum on 24April , 1 8 86 , one of
them being of normal size

,
the other abou t the size

of a sparrow’

s egg. Th is bird is subject to mu ch
variety . The mu seum donation-book records under
date 1 3 J une , 1 8 50 ,

a rather uncommon variety
,

‘of a pal e brown colour, shot at Sto neygate ’

; and

under date 2 5 May, 1 8 8 5 , a pied specimen from
Go psall ; and one with wh ite wings from Belvoir
was presen ted on 24 J une, 1 8 80, by Mr. Theodore
Walker. I saw an immature bird shot atWistow
Park 20 May, 1 8 8 5 , the beak of which was yellowishwhite, c laws white, several of the toes barred with
white

,
part of the head and chin white, as also several

of the primaries and secondaries. Mr. W. A. Evans
sen t me an immature femal e specimen shot by h im at

Ingarsby on 3 June, 1 8 89, which has the basal halfof the setiform feathers of the nares pure white, as
are also many of th e vibrissae, the setiform feath ers
at the base of the lower mandible, the sides of the
face, the chin , throat, fore part of the neck— with the
exception of five small black feathers in the region of
the chin— the major covert of the n in th prir

’

nary, the
distal third of the eighth primary, and the two {n u m
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7 8 . Sky
-lark. Alauda arwm z

'

r
,
Linn .

Residen t and common, breeding in fields close to
Leicester. Packs in flocks of many hundreds in
win ter, but in severe seasons appears to leave the
Midlands, probably withdrawing farther sou th. Mr.

Davenport states that it nests as early as the middle
of March .

The museum donation-book records a

black variety from Belgrave, 3 1 March, 1 860 (prob
ably fed on hemp seed) . Mr. G . Frisby wri tes that
on 24 June, 1 906 , he heard one singing S i t ting upon
a wild plum tree.

7 9 . Wood-lark .
I have no knowl edge of this bird save that
furnished by H arl ey, who said that‘it appears to be a
permanen t residen t, but is seldom met with except
in the more retired woodlands. Around Newton ,
Linford, Groby, and neighbouring districts the wood
lark occurs, but even in su ch places it is not abundan t . ’
H e further wrote I t nestl es with u s and bu ilds on
the ground in corn-fields and rough places near the
sides of thick woods and plan tations. Never congre
gates in the win ter mon ths, like the sky-lark, but re
mains sol itary . ’

80. Swift . Cyprclw apar

Locally, D evelin, Jack Squealer.

A lauda arborca, Linn .

A summer m igran t— nearly the last to arrive and
the first to leave— common ly distribu ted and breed
ing. H arley recorded that in 1 842 the swift appeared
on 6 May and left on 8 September, and that on
1 6 Aug.

,
1 848 , during cold and stormy weather

,
it

withdrew
,
leaving not a single individual of the

Species where
,
on ly a few days before, they were

abundan t ; but on 24, 2 5 , and 2 6 August numbers
returned to h is own parish and to a smal l village hard
by . During the cold spring of 1 8 86 a corresponden t
wrote to o ne of the Leicester papers, under date
1 5 May, stating that a m an had been seen to pick up
a swift in the street one day that week, and the
writer had picked up another in a factory yard
h im self the fol lowing day, both birds being in an ex
h austed condition from cold andwan t of food.
An immature male specimen was kil led against the
elec tric tram wires on London Road

, Leicester, and
was brought to the museum on 2 5 June, 1 906, by
Mr. J . Matthews.

8 1 . White-bell ied Swift o r Alpine Swift.
mcloa

Th is rare summer visitor h as been quoted in
nearly every work since 1 8 39 as having occurred in
Leicestershire, on what appears to me insufficien t
evidence. Harley was responsible fo r its insertion
in the Leicester fauna

, his exact words being
The au thor in h is remarks on the fauna of the coun ty
of Leicestershire has this note affixed to a fly

-leaf
attached to Jenyn ’

s manual of British vertebrated
an imals “

1 8 3 9 . September 2 3 . Even ing serene.
Wind southwest. Time half-past-five . Observed a

white-bellied swift c ro ss my path
,
overhead near to

the Fosse Lane toll gate. The bird was gliding gen tly
through the soft air in a sou therly direction and at a

height of 20 yards from the ground
,
thus enabling me

to iden tify it very correctly.”
8 2 . Nightjar. Caprimulgw caropacur, Linn .

Locally, Fern Owl, Goatsucker.
A summer migran t sparingly distribu ted and doubt

Cyprelar

LEICESTER SH IRE

less breeding occasional ly. Mr. Babington (Potter,
op . c it. App. 66) reported it from rocky heaths
abou t Sharpley, Kite H il l, &c . H arl ey recorded it
from Bardon , Go psall, Grace Dieu , Martinshaw

,
and

Oakley, and stated that he had known examples shot so
late as October and November. The late Mr. Wid
dowson wrote fromMelton Very few abou t here. ’
Mr. Ingram writes Found every summer in Bel

voirWoods, but less numerous than formerly ; have
not found its eggs.’ Mr. T. B. E lliswrites Rare

,

one o r two generally at the Brand.” The museum
donation-book records one from Ashby-de-la-Zo ueh ,
shot by Mr. H . T. Everard on 2 Sept. , 1 8 74,
one from Birstall, 3 Sept., 1 8 7 6, and one from Bel
grave, 2 6 May, 1 8 7 7 , the last two shot by Mr. G .

H all. One was killed by H arry Th ro sby with a

ca tapult, in an orchard at Aylestone
, 3 1 May, 1 8 8 7 .

The late Dr.Macaulay saw one in the flesh which
was shot atLaughton H ills abou t 1 8 7 6, and the Rev. A.

Matthews saw one hawking ou tside GumleyWood in
the dusk on 1 0 May, 1 88 2 he also stated that one
was shot at Quorn on 1 Oc t., 1 8 89 , by Mr. Farn
ham and was preserved. Mr.W. B. Farnham, writing
from Quorn on 3 1 Aug., 1 890, says During the
last three afternoons I have seen a pair of n ightjars here
on the railings of the park.’
Mr. W. J . H orn reports one near h is house at

Market Harborough on 1 2 Aug.
,
1 905 .

8 3 . Wryneck. I
'

y
'

nx to rouilla, Linn.
Lo cally, Cuckoo’s Mate, Snake-bird.

A summer migran t
,
sparingly distribu ted and less

common than formerly. H arleywrote I t appears
nowhere more common than around Foxton . The
ash prevails there and, moreover, an t-hillocks abound to
a much greater exten t than in any other district known
to us.’ H e further remarked that it nested in the
coun ty, breeding in holes in orchard and forest trees.

Accord ing to the late Dr. Macau lay (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 1 ,
p . a pair bu il t in 1 8 8 1 in a garden at Kibworth
andwere not disturbed. Mr. F. Bo uskell informsm e

that he saw this bird several times at Knighton, inMay
and June, 1 889 . The Rev. H . Parry writes that
he found a nest at Kibworth con tain ing six eggs
which were hatched in due course, and the pair ofbirds
returned in 1 8 8 2, but one of them was shot before
laying he further reports having found a nest wit h
seven eggs at Horninghold in June, 1 890. Mr. W.

J . Horn writes in 1 907 In 1 903 a pair nested
in Market H arborough . 2 1 April, 1 905 , I saw one
at Lubenham .

’

84. Green Woodpecker. Gccimu viridis (Linn .)
Locally, Rain-bird, R ind-tabberer o r tapper,
Wood-spite, Yaflle .

Residen t and generally distribu ted. I have pro
cured specimens fromAnstey, Bradgate, Cropston, Kib
worth

,
&c .,

and a young male was shot so near to
Leicester as Wigston Fields, on 1 7 Oct.

,
1 8 8 7 , by

Mr. J . Waterfield.

Mr. Davenport wrote that on 1 3 May, 1 8 8 5 , he
found a green woodpecker’s nest atKeyth o rpe, in a small
hole in a tree not 3 ft . from the ground. On enlarging
it he found nothing in it, but passing by five days later
to h is amazemen t the bird flew o u t again ; this time
there were five eggs, on 2 2 May four more were laid,
on the a 7 th two, and on 3 June three, making a total
of fourteen . Writing again on 8 May, 1 8 86, he says

1 3 2
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A young one in a hedge-sparrow’

s nest, c um i n a

privet-hedge in a garden o ff the Safl'ro n Lane, was
brought to me by C. Johnson on 24 June, 1 8 89 . I t

was savage at first, hissing and ruflling its feathers, and
raising itself repeatedly with a swaying motion in the
nest, with other threaten ing gestures. When hungry
it made a note like that of the hedge-sparrow, and
al though at first it wou ld not take food, it soon learned
to eat slugs, which h ad to be forced down its throat.
In abou t two days it became qu ite tame, and opened
its mou th, u t tering a l ittle sibilan t, pleasing note, and

flut tering its wings to be fed . It died, however, in
abou t ten days. On 2 5 June, 1 8 89, another young
one of a more hepatic cast o fplum age , and withwhite
fron tal feathers, was sen t to me by one ThomasGarret t,
who found it in a wagtail ’s nest bu il t in a wagon
under a hovel at Kn ighton . This one was never
tam e

,
and was m ost spiteful, darting o ut its head like

a snake, and pecking savagely at the hand . Some
few slugs were forced down its throat, but it refused
all, and gradual ly becoming tame through weakness,
d ied on the fifth day. This bird was a male by
dissection .
Mr. G . Frisby says that he heard the cuckoo on

3 April, 1 906 . Mr. W. J . H orn , writing in 1 907 ,

states that in 1 90 5 two young cuc koos Spen t abou t amon th in the paddock adjoin ing h is house, and it was
not un til 1 3 September that the last one departed.
In the spring of 1 906 a cuckoo roosted in a chestnu t
tree in Mr. Horn ’s garden , within a few yards of the
house.

90 . White o r Barn-Owl. Strixflammca, Linn .
Lo cally, Screech-Owl.

Residen t and general ly distribu ted. Th is bird has
more than once visited the portico of the museum at

n ight. In the spring of 1 8 8 5 I found that it fre
quen ted Aylestone Church.
Mr. W. J . Horn writes in 1 907 I t used to nest
every year in Marke t Harborough in an old elm tree,
but the lead which was put on to preven t decay also
excluded the owls. In ten years I have seen two
alive, one dead— in a gamekeeper’s museum— and

heard one screech.”

9 1 . Long-cared Owl. Aria orm

Locally, H orned Owl.
Residen t

,
but rarer than the short-cared owl. I t

was included by Mr. Babington amongst the birds of
Charnwood Forest as ‘not very common .’ H arley
noted that it occurred at G0psallWoods, and that it
affected well-wooded tracts

,
especiallywhere coniferous

trees and evergreens prevailed
,
butwas not so frequen tly

met with as the Brown o r
‘Ivy owl. H e wrote

P l l "

1 1 1 1 5 u s cm . H
r

'“

fields.’ This species, unlike anyother o v
seen in the daytime

,
often falling to !

sportsman in the au tumn
,
and H arley j

that its flight is performed in an awkw

manner, reel ing, as it were, from
Mr. Ingram wrote : ‘Occurs amongst
and low i

shrubs
, generally two o r tl

The late Mr. Widdowson, from Wl K

several specimens, considered them f

near Melton . One procured at Leice
20 Sept ., 1 8 8 2 , was given to the 11
Davenport shot one at Ashlands in Sep
and the late Dr. Macaulay reported
Smeeton H ills, 1 5 Nov., 1 8 8 2 . M
writing on 2 7 No v.

, 1 905 , says :
search ing fo r food over the al lotmen ts. ’
view o f it, and soon after it o r another
He saw one also at the same place 2 8 l

9 3 . Tawny Owl. Sym z
’

am alaco (Linn .
Locall Brown Owl, Grey Owl, I‘
Owl.

Residen t, but not very common .
nestl ings (a male and a female by dissec
Bradgate 1 5 May, 1 8 8 5 , and an adu lt
at Newtown Linford on 1 9 Dec ., 1 8 8 5
of the male con tained the beak o fa spa

'

finch , a few feathers and bones, and a l

of mice, inc luding a lower jaw of the ba
gizzard of the femal e con tained a littl
remains of the bank-vole, a quan tity c
two beaks of sparrows. The lateDr.Ma

it as breeding at Kibwort h.
Mr. G. Frisby wrote on 1 7 July,
night I spen t round Swithland and

and listened to the tawny o r wood owl
very loud and clear

,
resembling

,
hoo

and h i-hi-h i. The other note was
the hun tsman gives o ut with h is horn .

94. Little Owl. Atbcflc noctua (Sc o pt
A new record fo r the coun ty and
only fo r its increasing commonness in
the fact that it has n ested in the cour
Mr. G . Gough established a new
coun ty when he shot a little owl near
on 1 2 Jan ., 1 900.

Mr. W. J . Horn saw one in Mar

on 24. Sept ., 1 90 1 , and another on 1
Saddington Reservoir. H e h ad also 5
in the immed iate neighbourhood .
A female specimen (immature) was
on 2 8 July, 1 906, by Mr. C. D . Fric
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9 5 . Marsh-H arrier. Circa: aeruginosa:

Locall Moor-Buzzard .
Mr. Babington (Potter, op. c it. App.) recorded one

seen and another killed at Buddo n Wood in 1 841 , byt he keeper of Mr. G. J . D . Butler Danvers. H arley
said Adams told h im that he used to take it in h is
vermin traps very frequen tly before the inclosure of
Charnwood Forest and the species used to be
m et with more recen tly abou t the wild

,
gorsy land

lying above Whitwick
,
called the ‘Waste

,

’ whence
he had seen specimens brought, but even in his time
it was growing rarer.

9 6 . Hen-H arrier. Circa: cyaacw

Locally, Blue Hawk.
Mr. Babington (Potter, op. cit. App. 66) recorded

o n e seen at Thringstone in 1 841 , and H arley said
that he once winged a partridge in barley-Stubble

,
and

o n the dog attempting to retrieve it the blue hawk
c arried it away, notwithstanding t he discharge of t he
gun and the shou ts of the bystanders. H e further
stated on the au thority of Adams, the keeper, that it
u sed to n est in Charnwood Forest regu larly before the
inclosure

,
as also in o ther parts of the coun ty.

9 7 . Mo ntagu
’

s Harrier. Circa; cincracctcr (Mon tagu) .
This is a new record fo r the coun ty, and is founded

o n a stuffed specimen I purchased from Pinchen fo r
the museum in 1 89 3 , which he stated had been shot
at H eath Farm, Earl Shil ton, some years ago .

9 8 . Buzzard . Butco vulgarir, Leach .
Of acciden tal occurrence, but formerly residen t .

According to Mr. Babington (Potter, op. c it. App.

two were sho t near Charnwood H eath in 1 8 3 9 , one
o f which came in to the possession of Mr. Thomas
Gisborne

,
the other ofMr. Kirby Fen ton . On e was

killed in Dalby Wood in 1 8 7 9 (Widdowson) . Har

ley appears to have taken its eggs in the ou twoods
skirting Charnwood

,
probably in the exact spot where

,

as he wrote
,

‘the species used to nestle in some lofty
Scott ish fir-trees situated on a rising knoll o r rounded
eminence in the lower parts of the ou twoods- near to
the brook which passes thereby, and flows onward
through the town of Loughborough .’ According to
H arley it appeared to breed also at Bardon , Belvoir,
Donington

,
Go psall, Martinshaw, and at Oakley and

PiperWoods, but was increasingly rare . Mr. W. T.

Everard wrote on 1 5 Aug., 1 899
— ‘I believe the

buzzard was shot in the win ter of 1 8 7 6. I am writing
from memory, as I have no note of the date. I te
member quite well that t he snow was on the ground,
when my father’s groom, EdwinM iddleton, came and
told me that a rare bird was feeding at some bu llock
troughs in a field adjoining Bardon H il l H ouse (the
fi eld where the n ew church is buil t) and thin king it
would make a n ice addition to any collection of
b irds, we took o ur guns and stalked h im . I believe
t hat Edwin Middleton fired the actual shot.’

9 9 . Rough-Legged Buzzard . Batco hgopax (J. F.

Gmelin) .
A win ter v isitan t of acciden tal occurrence. H arley

recorded that in the autumn and win ter of 1 8 39-40
n o less than thirty were procured in this coun ty and
Nottinghamshire. Of th ese, five were captured in
Charnwood Forest, and t hree others in Bradgate
Park. One o f the latter— a female shot on 1 2 Nov.

1 8 39
- was examined by H arley. In its cr0p werefound rabbits’ fur, pieces of flesh, small bones, and the

feet of what appeared to be the field-mouse. In the
stomach were rabbits’ fur and small bones mixed wit h
an im al mat ter. Another (a male) captured by Adams
in the grounds at Bradgate two days afterwards was
found on exam ination to con tain some elytra of beetles.
Probably the third is the one in the Bickley collee
t ion,’ Leicester Museum, which was shot in Bradgate
Park

, 1 5 Nov., 1 8 3 9 . There is another in the Bickley
collection which the late Mr. Widdowson bel ieved to
have been shot at Stathern H il ls. Mr. N. C. Curzon ,
Lockington H al l , writes z— ‘A rough-legged buzzard
was shot here in November

, 1 One was reported
i
n the Field of 2 1 Feb.

, 1 8 80
,
thus It m ay

i n terest some of your readers to know that I shot a
rough-legged buzzard last n ight

,
wh ile waiting fo r

wood-pigeons in a small covert near Ashby-de-la
Zouch — H . G .

’ Mr. T. Andrew of King’s Stand,
Leicester Forest East, inform s m e that he shot a
rough-legged buzzard at t hat place in November

,

1 8 8 8 . Mr. W. Wh itaker shot one at Thorn ton on
2

.

Nov . 1 89 1 , and the late Dr. Macaulay stated that
Pinchen , who skinned it, said it was a female.
Mr. G. Frisby writing in Novem ber, 1 906, says
Two independen t witnesses claim to have seen this
b ird, al though unfo rtunately I have missed it. Mr.

W. Moss twice at Loughborough, and a good observer
once at Quorn .’

1 00 . Golden Eagle. Aguila cbryractur

R ecorded in the Field of 1 6 November
, 1 89 5 , by

Mr. H . S. Davenport, as having been seen at Skef
fingto n , 24 Oct., 1 89 5 .

1 0 1 . Wh ite~tailed Eagle . Haliacttcr albicilla

Lo cally, Cinerous Eagl e (the young) .
Of rare and acciden tal occurrence. H arley

, in

h is fair-copied MS. ,
wrote : ‘A fine exampl e was

captured by Mr . Adams in Bradgate Park on
26 December

,

In Babingto n
’
s list of birds (see Potter upon the

occurrence of the golden eagle) Harley states that this
refers to the presen t Species, and further, that th e speci
men was in the possession of the late Lord Stamford .
Probably Potter is incorrect as to date also

,
and the late

Rev. Churchill Babington told me he was not re
sponsible fo r its insertion . The latter recorded a

specimen kil led at Swannington by Mr. William
Burton (Pot ter, op . c it. App. The late Dr.

Macaulay saw one which was shot by Sir G. Beau
mon t’s keeper at Coleorton, 6 No v.,

1 8 7 9 (Mid.

Nat. 1 8 8 2 , p . I t was seen some days before it
was kil led , feeding on a rabbit. The same au thority
also recorded that in the au tumn o f 1 8 8 1 Sir G. Beau
mon t observed an eagle soaring over h is grounds, but
at too great a distance to distingu ish the species. The
late Mr. Widdowson reported one taken at Stapleford
Park, but I have no particulars, and so cannot vouch
fo r its accuracy.
1 02 . C o s-H awk. Artarpalambaritu

No w extinc t in the coun ty and very rarely visits
Britain . Harley wrote : ‘As regards the distribution
of the Go s-hawk in Leicestershire, I m ay remark that
it used to occur not unfrequen tly in o ur woodlands
and forest wilds, but of late years it has become ex
ceedingly rare. ’ H e stated that it had been captured



years ( it not more ) a

M r. Brewster who once lived at Allexton Hall th is
bird was said to be a go s-hawk.

’ Potter, on being
written to, confirmed this, but having since then seen
h im ,
he informed me that the gen tleman was in

Am erica, therefore I am st ill in doubt whether a large
female sparrow-hawk has not done du ty in this, as in
many similar cases, fo r th e go s-hawk.

1 03 . Sparrow-Hawk. Accipifcr aim :

Residen t and generally distribu ted . Twice I have
seen th is bold hawk dash overMuseum Square, Leices
ter th e last t im e in the spring of 1 88 7 , so low as to
Show the barred chest qu ite plainly just topping the
houses as it flew over the town .
Th is species breeds at Kn ighton, whence I pro cured

a nest and five eggs in Ju ly, 1 8 8 3 . Mr. Davenport,
who found a sparrow-hawk nesting in Skeflingto n

Wood in March, 1 8 84, wrote She laid h er first egg
on 30April , and con tinu ed laying in the same nest by
fits and Starts un til the first week in June, making four
teen eggs in all from th is nest I This bird laid forty
five eggs in five years fourteen in 1 8 79 , four in 1 880,
n ine in 1 8 8 1 , four in 1 8 8 2 (in 1 8 8 3 I was in Corn
wal l) , and fourteen in 1 8 84. All the forty—five eggs
were very similar, and the five nests were all with in a
radius o fa h undred yards. In 1 8 8 5 she disappeared .’
On my writing fo r confi rmation , Mr. Davenport
repl ied ‘I am positive the b irds are the same in each
instance. Each egg betokens a likeness to its neigh
bour

,
and each year the brown markings on the eggs

were fewer and less defined . Sparrow-hawks I have
found patch up, flatten

,
clean

,
and enlarge the old

nests of m agpies and carrion—crows, bu t I doubt their
ever bu ilding a new n est, as some au thors assert they
do . At Keyth o rpe, from a nest in a fir-plan tation

,
I

took fifteen eggs consecutively. After the fifteen th
egg I molested h er no more. Fo r three consecu tive
years this bird adapted an old pigeon ’s nest fo r use in

one of the trees.

’ Mr. W. J . Horn writes in 1 907
A neighbou r brought me a male sparrow-hawk alive

and un injured which he had caught in h is garden .’
1 04. Kite. Milt/ a: ictimcr

,
Savigny.

No w extinct in the coun ty. Mr. Babington
(Potter, op . cit. App. 66) wrote ‘One was

sho t from a window at Lo ngcliff, in the act of
watching tame young pigeons ’ ; and H arley te

marked that when he ‘was a boy
,
the kite was

common and very widely known in the coun ty
,

’

it not being an unusual sight to witness one glide
overhead towards the forest of Charnwood and its

bleak lone hills. H e also stated that even in h is day
it occasional ly freq uen ted Martinshaw . G ro bvWa nds
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n est on 1 8 April, con tain ing six eggs, at Slawston
Gorse. Mr. W. J . Horn writes in 1 907

— ‘I saw

one a few days since perched on a tree in my orchard. ’

1 1 1 . Osprey. Pandion balia
'

c
‘tur

A rare au tumn visitan t. Babington recorded
(Potter, op. c it. App. p. 6 5 ) one shot by the Marqu is
of Hastings at Don ington Park, October,

.

1 841 .

According to Harley one was shot in Sileby Fi eld in
1 840,
while sitting on the shafts of an agricu l tural

roller. A third example was obtained by Adams at

Groby Pool ; and in 1 841 , during the au tumnal
mon ths, Sir Oswald Moseley recorded that a fourth
was shot at Overseal. The late Mr. Widdowson ih
formed me of one, a male, fired at by George H ack,
of Edmondthorpe, to whom I wrote, and who said
that it was killed on 1 3 Nov., 1 8 5 8 . Mr. Widdo w
so n told me subsequen tly that after the shot was
fired the bird flew abou t fifty yards, and Mr. Hack
thought he had killed it, but on skinn ing it there
was not a single fresh shot in it, but an old one
through the breast bone, in the cavity of the stomach,
and much coagulated blood. Mr. Widdowson te
marked that he had ‘no doubt the exertion kil led
ir, and that it received this wound at Stapleford
Park, where it was previously shot at.’ I received
one shot at the reservoir, Bradgate Park, on 1 8 Sept . ,
1 8 7 9, by C. Overton , keeper to Lord Stamford . I t

was a fine female specimen . Overton , who had
several opportun ities of observing it feed, saw it take
several fisheswith hardly a miss. This specimen was
moun ted fo r the late Earl of Stamford andWarrington ,
and is, I bel ieve, now at Enville. Wesley, keeper at

Bradgate, informed me that in March, 1 8 8 7 , he saw
a fine example at the reservoir in Bradgate Park, and

repeatedly saw it catch fishes. The Mid. Nah , Nov .,
1 8 8 2 , records the following z— One seen at Saddington
Reservoir on 1 3 Oct.,

one over Gum ley Wood and

Pool on 1 8 Oc t., and another seen by the Rev. A.

Matthews flying over h is garden at Gumley on
2 2 Oct.

1 1 2 . Cormoran t . Pba/acrocorax caro o

An acciden tal straggler from the coast, and the
fi rst record was that furn ished by the late Dr.

Macau lay, who took me to see an immature bird
in the possession of Mr. J . Potter, stat ion-master o f

East Langton , who told me that it was caught alive
in a grass-field near Langton H all on 6 Sept ., 1 8 8 3 ,

after a strong gale the previous day from the sou th
west.
The Rev. Father Bul len, of Ratcliffe College, wrote

in January, 1 89 1 — ‘A member of the commun ity
a ssures me that he saw three young birds fly over the
square wood on the col l ege property, in a sou therly
d irection

,
and thiswas in the first week of last August.’

The late Dr. Macaulay wrote On 7 April, 1 89 1 ,
I saw a cormoran t at Saddington Reservoir. I had

my field glasses with me, and watched it fo r some
time on the wing. I t came within fifty yards of me,
and I cou ld see the colour of the h ead, neck, and
crest, and most clearly the white patch above the leg.’
The Lciccrtcr Cbroniclc andMcrcuryof 2 1 Oct., 1 89 3 ,

reported the capture of a cormoran t in the grounds
o f Belvoir Castle by a m an named Thomas H olmes
abou t the middle ofAugust.
Mr. O tto Murray-D ixon saw one on 1 7 April,

1 904, and anoth er 7 Sept., 1 905 , whilst on 1 0 Oct.,
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1 906, he saw two others, all at Swithland Reservoir.

Mr. G . Frisby wro te on 1 6 Oc t. , 1 906
— ‘I saw

them settl e on Mr. Farnham’

s fishpo nd ; two days
later ( 1 8 October) one was shot . The m an who
picked it up was followed fo r a long distance by the
bird’s mate, ‘croaking.’

1 1 3 . Shag, o r Green Cormoran t. Pfialacroco rax

gra m/w

This, a new record fo r the coun ty
, is founded upon

the head and neck of an immature specimen presen ted
to the museum in 1 890 by the Rev. Father Bullen,
abou t which he gave me the following particulars
Abou t thirty years ago , Mr. Goodman

,
the Ratclifl'e

m iller, caught an immature bird (the head of which
yo u have) in a meadow by the side of the river
Wreake, near Ratcliffe village. H e says it was wing
t ired . I t only lived a few days in confinemen t . The
plumage was dark-brown above, and dull-white, mot
tled with pa le wood—brown below.

’

Mr. T. A. Macau lay reports that a shag was shot
at Saddington Reservoir on 20 Aug., 1 89 2 .

1 1 4. Gann et, o r Solan Goose. Sula banana

An acciden tal straggler from the coast. Harley re
corded that a young male of the year was picked up
in a dying condition on the borders ofBuddo nWood

,

near Quorndon, date unfortunately not noted . Mr.

Babington (Potter, op . cit. App. p. 70) supplemen ted
this by saying that it was in the possession of Miss
Watkinson, of Woodhouse. Potter of Billesdon
records a specimen caught alive at H oughton-o n-the
Hill , in September, 1 869 . The late Dr. Macau lay
recorded (Mid. Nat. 1 88 2 , p . 7 9) that an immature
bird of this species, which h ad been wounded, was
picked up half dead at Shangton in 1 87 8 , and that
he saw it, after it was set up, in the possession
of Mr. Ward, farm-bailiff, Wistow. Mr. Ingram
wrote A young b ird shot between Bottesford and
Scarrington , near the River Smite, is in the possession
of Mr. H . V . Fowler of Scarrington .’ The late
Mr. Widdowson wrote One kil led at Somerby
near here ’ Mr. A. Dalby, of Castle D o n
ingto n

— which is on the border of the coun ty and
near the Tren t— has been very careful to distingu ish
the birds shot in Leicestershire from those of Derby
shire

,
and amongst other valuable notes gives the

fol lowing, under date 26 Jan ., 1 896 An immature
specimen in its first year’s plumage was found alive
in Tonge Brook, near here, and brought to me in
September, 1 89 2 . I t d ied, and I had it set up, and
it is still in my possession . ’

1 1 5 . H eron . Ardea cinerea, Linn.
Locally, Crane (by error), Frank (in allusion to
its note) , H ernshaw.

Residen t, sparingly distribu ted and breeding in a

few local ities. A young male shot at St. Mary’s
Mills, 7 Sep t., 1 8 8 1 , is now in the museum. Harley
recorded that it used formerly to build at Mere
H ill Wood near Cotes, placing its nest on the lateral
branches of the Scotch fir, from whence he had taken
its eggs. I t also bu ilt in MartinshawWood

,
where in

the spring of 1 840 the birds were shot down and de-5
stroyed . After that date he stated that the species had’

but one habitat in the coun ty where it n ested, viz . at}
,

Stapleford, the residence of Lord Harborough
, andleven there it was not very abundan t

,
only abou t half

1 3 8
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a dozen nests being bu ilt there annual ly. I am in

fo rmed by H enry Long, keeper at Bosworth Park
,

that some years ago a singl e pair of herons bu ilt a nest
.there. Mr. G. H . Storer records a solitary nest
buil t in Buddo n Wood in 1 8 8 5 , and Mr. R . Groves
another in May the same year at Bradgate. Mr.

Ingram writes Occurs win ter and summer, and a

pair have nested fo r several seasons in a wood at
Belvoir.

’ On 6 May, 1 884, I wen t over to Staple
ford Park, by permission of the late Rev. B. Sherard
Kennedy, to see the heronry. I found the heronry
had increased since H arley’s t ime, from forty to fifty
nests being buil t in h igh elms and firs on an island in
the lake, to which the keeper rowed me. Nests and

old and young birds were procured and are now in
the museum .

H arley wrote at p . of h is Synaprix The
most noteworthy and remarkable bird that appears to
have visited Groby Pool of late years was a white
heron shot by Chaplin a few years ago . I t was

purely white with black legs and a yellow bill, having
also an elongated occipital crest like that of the grey
Species. The bird when surprised attempted to escape
and rose on the wing with several other birds of the
cinereous species ; but the albin ism of its plumage

,

according to Chaplin, caused it to be singled o ut and
shot. The bird must have been an albino variety of
the grey heron o r a white egret ; but the elongated
crest and occipital plumes which Chaplin afii rm s the
example possessed, denote, I conj ecture

, a close
affi nity to the former Species

, rather than to the white
egret .’ Wh ilst at p. 2 66 we find — ‘The albino
example of heron shot by Chaplin on the banks o f
Groby Pool, some few years since

, and which he
described to me very carefully, could no t be d ram
alba, as I am assured by Professor MacGillivray, towhom I took occasion to commun icate the notice of
its occurrence . The “ elongated crest and occipital
plumes denote, observes the Professor, “ its true
affin ity to ardea cinerea.

” Harley’s op in ion therefore
appears to have been confirmed by Professor Mac

Gillivraysolely on these grounds bu t as the size of the
bird is not stated it m ight have been a specim en of
Ardea garz etta but fo r the colour of the bill . Mr.

Harting, who commen ted upon this in the Zo o l. 1 8 86,
p . 1 97 , thinks it ‘more likely to have been a spoon
bil l,’ but surely Chaplin, who appears to have been a
fairly competen t observer

,
would have noted the

extraordinary bill of the spoonbill— so u t terly un like
that of any other bird— and have described this pecu
liarity to H arley. Mr. G. Frisby writes, 3 0 Jan .

,

1 906 H erons are seen occasionally at Beaum an o r

Park, abou t half a dozen regu larly at Swithland
Reservoir.

’ He further writes
, in 1 906 I t is not

unusual to see the heron mobbed by the rooks, and
once this summer I saw one mobbed by swal lows.’
Mr.W. J . Horn writes, in 1 907 Frequen tly seen
on the Welland.’

1 1 6 . Night H eron .
A very rare visitan t, abou t which Harley, writing

1 8 50
-
5 , said — ‘A fine example was shot by a

coun tryman a few years since in the lordsh ip of
Ansty as it was sitting on the top of a pol lard wil
low by a pool. ’ Harley examined it shortly after
capture. H e also men tions another b ird which was
shot in 1 846, at Donington , and recorded by the
Rev. A. Evans.

Nyrticarax grim a

1 1 7 . Lit tle Bittern . Ardetta miflata

An acciden tal summer visitan t, which according to
Harley ‘has once occurred

,
namely on the banks of

Groby Pool, at the c lose of the summer of 1 86 3 , as I
learn from Chaplin .’ Mr. Davenport wrote, in
January, ,

1 8 86 One was shot some doze n years
ago by a Mr. Allen of Glen , sold by h im to Pot ter
and re-sold by Pot ter to the Rev. J . S epherd, the then
curate of Billesden .

’
Pot ter of Bil lesdon remark

ingupon this
,
gives the date as November, 1 86 7 , and

seems to be quite sure of the species ; bu t as the bird
cannot be traced, the record must stand upon itsmerits.
Since then Mr. W. J . H orn has called my at ten tion
to the following note in the Zo ol. of 1 86 8 , p . 1 2 1 2 ,

con tribu ted by Mr. Theodore Walker Little
bittern , one shot at Bil lesdon Coplow in January
of this year.

’ This he considers is the bird already
referred to.

1 1 8 . Bit tern Botaz uw rte/lam}

A rarer Vi si tan t to Britain than formerly. Mr.

Babington (Pot ter, op . c it. App. 6 8) said One

was shot near Ashby, in 1 8 34, by the late Mr.

Joseph Can trell another, kil led at Wan l ip, is in the
possession of C. Winstan ley e sq .

,
of Braunstone Hall. ’

H arley wrote The species occurred during the
win ter mon ths of the year 1 844. at Croft, and it has
since been met with on the marshy part of Bosworth
pool o r “Big River.

” It has been met with also
at Swithland . I t occurred in the win ter o f 1 8 54

—

5
at Carlton Curlieu .

’
H e further recorded that it

occurred in December, 1 8 5 5 . A notice appeared in
the Leicem r j ournal of 2 9 Jan . 1 847 , of the occurrence
o fa bittern at Swithland a few days before . Mr. W.

Brookes of Croft informs m e that a friend of h is shot
one at Elm esthorpe somewhere abou t 1 848 . The late
Mr. Widdowson informed me that he had known
abou t six killed in h is neighbourhood in abou t twen ty
five years. Mr. Theodore Wal ker, writing in the
May number of the Zo ol. fo r 1 86 8 , p . 1 2 1 2

,

recorded that a splendid specimen was shot in the sn ipe
grounds of Groby Pool in March . The museum
con tains a fine example (probably a male) shot at
Enderby, and presen ted by Mr . Wil l iam Simpson

,

2 1 Dec . ,
1 8 7 1 . I saw a fine specimen in the posses

sion of C. Adcock
,
who told me that it was shot

at Thurmaston on 2 8 Dec .
,
1 8 7 8 . A female bittern ,

presen ted to the museum by Mr. E . Wil lars on
4, March

,
1 8 8 5 , was shot at Cropston Reservoir . The

late Mr. Thomas Woodcock informed me that Mr.

H . C. Woodcock
,
of Rearsby H ouse, saw a bittern on

the Wreak between Rearsby and Ratclifi
'

e M ill
,
on

26 Jan .

,
1 89 2 .

1 1 9 . White Stork.
Of acc iden tal occu rrence in Britain . H arley re

corded that one was obtained near Melton Mowbray
in and the narrative of its capture was related
to him by a residen t of tha t place, Mr. Widdowson,
who had the bird in h is possession . One in the
possession of Mr. T. Morris of Wycombe, near
Melton Mowbray, was sho t by h is brother early one
morn ing as it sat on one of h is farm-bu ildings at

Scalford Lodge in 1 8 5 1 . I believe this to be the one
alluded to by Harley. Another specimen of this bird
was shot in the Narborough Road , Leicester, o n

6 March, 1 8 7 3 , and is in the museum .

Ciconia aléa
,
Bechstein .
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[Glossy Ibis. P/egadirfa/cinellur

Locally, Black Curlew.

This rare bird is now but an acciden tal visitan t to
Britain , but was formerly common enough to be men
tio ned in the old doggerel distich

A Curlew, be she white o r be she black,
She carries twelvepence on h er back.

’

The Bickley collection in the museum contains
a fine specimen of th is bird, fo r which the late Mr.

Widdowso n told me 1: 3 3 1 . was paid by Mr. Bickley
to the fortunate sportsman who brought it to him .

The late Dr. Macau lay stated (Mid. Nat. 1 8 82 , p .
in reference to th is specimen -‘I have been recen tly
inform ed by the donor’s brother that it was killed on
the border of the coun ty and within it. ’ This, how
ever

,
is an error, and Leicestershire cannot claim this
am

'

r
,
fo r on the back of the case it is thus

labelled z— ‘This rare and valuable specimen was
shot near the Derby Railway Station in February,
1 842 , H . B.

’
Also, ‘Killed near Derby, February,

1 842 3 ]

1 20. Spoonbill . Plum/ea leucorodia, Linn .
Th is is a new record fo r the coun ty, founded upon

a moun ted specimen purchased fo r the museum and

said by the taxidermist to have been shot by Gervasse

R eckless at Cropston Reservoir on 6 Ju ly, 1 892 .

1 2 1 . Grey LagGoose. Amer ciaereur, Meyer.
Lavally, Wild Goose.

An uncommon win ter visitan t . According to
H arley

,
this species was shot in the coun ty during the

hard frost of the win ter of 1 842 , and the late
D r. Macaulay (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 3 , p . 86) stated that one
was shot at Shangton on 1 0 Dec .

,
1 8 8 2 .

1 2 2 . White—fron ted Goose. Am rf albifi
'
om (Scopoli) .

An uncommon win ter visitan t . I have seen a fine
specimen which was shot at Tur Langton on 1 8 Dec .

1 8 7 9 , by Mr. Owen West (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 2 , p .
The late Dr. Macau lay stated

.

that the specimen shot
by Mr. 0 . West was one of three, and that Mr. J .
Brown shot another and they ate it. Mr. G. Frisby
writes on 2 8 D ec . , 1 906 H alf a dozen of these
were at some little distance from the Canada geese,
bu t did not m ix with them .

’

1 2 3 . Bean-Goose. Amer regeram (J . F. Gmelin) .
An uncommon win ter visitan t. H arley observed

‘The narrow-bil led grey goose occasional ly visits us
,

and appeared in the coun ty during the mon th of
October, 1 842 , making its transit by large flocks in a

north-westerly direction . ’ Mr. Davenport records a

specimen which was shot at Noseley by Mr. A. M.

H az leriggin December, 1 8 80. The late Dr. Macaulay
obtained a specimen (immature), shot at Smeeton, 1 1
Dec. 1 890, by Mr. John Peberdy. The Repo rt oj tbe
Rugby Scfioo l Nat. Hist. Soc. ( 1 884) con tains the

fol lowing note by E.F .A. Wild goose
,
probably

Am er regetum I saw a flock of abou t fifteen o r twen ty
in flight near North Kilworth, 2 2 January, 1 8 8 5 a

farmer near there told me that he h ad seen six separate
floc ks pass over h is house one morn ing a short time
before.’

LEICESTERSHIR E

Locally, Barnacl e.
A very rare straggler from the coast. Th is, a new

record fo r the coun ty, rests on one I saw in the hands
of a taxidermist, and which Mr.W.Whitaker tellsme
was shot at Thorn ton Reservoir during the first week
of April, 1 89 1 .

1 2 5 . Bren t Goose. Bem ich brenta (Pallas) .
Lo ra/1 Black Goose.

An uncommon win ter visitan t
,
the occurrence of

this species in land at a distance from the sea being
very unusual. H arley, however, stated that several
were shot at Kirkby Mallory on 3 1 Dec .

, 1 844. The
museum donation-book records one shot at Syston
and presen ted by the Literary and Philosophical
Society, 2 8 Jan ., 1 8 54.

[Egyptian Goose. Cbeaa/opex aegyptiacm

This species is so often kept in a state of semi
domestication on private waters and so often con trives
to effect its escape, that it is very doubtful ifany of
the specimens which are from time to time shot in a

state of freedom are really wild birds. Nevertheless
,

al though not so common as the Canada goose
, it m ay

in time, like that, become semi-feral, o r feral. H arley
stated that one was shot close to Leicester

, 4March,
1 843 . I t bore no sign of capt ivity

,
and had three

compan ions, which wen t away in a sou therly direction .
This is probably the specimen in the museum

,
re

corded in the donation book as
‘
shot on the river

Soar
,

by Mr. H . S . H amel. Mr. W. J .
H orn records that five of these birds visited the
Bal last H ole ’ at Welham

,
on 2 7 Aug., 1 898 one

was shot by Mr . George Thwaites
,
of Market Har

borough
,
and is now in h is possession .]

[Canada Goose . Bernie/a m aadem ir

An in troduced species often found at large
,
con

gregating in large bodies especially in win ter, and

flying so far afield as to give rise to the conviction
that, if not now, it wil l soon become feral. Mr.

Wilfrid Moss, of Loughborough, reported three
Canada geese shot on the Soar in April, 1 89 1 , and at

first supposed to be either bren t o r bernacle geese .
The late Dr . Macau lay informed me that there
were three Canada geese on Saddington Reservoir on
2 9 March , 1 892 . Both Mr. Otto Murray-D ixon and
Mr. Frisby report it from Swithland Reservoir ; the
latter gives the fol lowing note : ‘At a fishpo nd near
Woodhouse a pair of Canada geese rear their young
every year, returning in the breeding season . No
sooner, however, have they settled in their old quarters,
their young accompanying them

,
than there arises a

great commotion, and th e paren t birds are seen driving
o fftheir young with great noise

,
excitemen t

,
and per

sistency, wh ich ends in the young birds having to
depart and the old ones settling down once more to
their all-importan t duties.’ On 1 8 Sept .

,
1 906, he

saw thirty fly over Quorn in one flock, and on 2 8

Dec ., 1 906, over a dozen were on Swithland R eservoir.

Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907
‘On 7 May, 1 89 5 ,

a bird of this species flew over my head when I was
in the Burbage Woods.]
1 26 . Whooper Swan . Cygnus muricur, Bechstein .

Locally, Elk, Whistling Swan, Wild Swan .
An uncommon win ter visitan t. Mr. Babington
(Potter, op. cit. App. p . 69) recorded this swan as

1 40
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banks of Groby Pool, in November, 1 845 , and that
during the year several other examples were shot in
various parts of the coun ty. Mr. John H un t, fo r
merly of Leicester, informed me that some time abou t
1 8 80 he shot one at Kilby Bridge. Early in 1 902

Dr. E . Young shot a fine male in Narborough Bogs,
which he presen ted to the museum.

1 34. Common Teal. Nettiou crecca

Residen t, but sparingly distribu ted. The late
Dr. Macaulay recorded (Mid. Nat. 1 8 82 , p. 1 1 ) that
he hadshot this species on Saddington Reservoir and o ut
of the RiverWelland . Mr. Ingram writes Visits
the Knipton Reservoir and the lakes at Belvoir.

’

Mr. W. A. Vice, M .E.,
of Blaby Mills, showed me a

specimen shot on the mill-stream, and I have also
seen a fine male

,
shot by Mr. Bevans some years ago

at the Abbey Meadow. In the spring of 1 8 2 5
Harley came across a brood in a pond choked with
rushes and sedges near Dishley Mill. The nest,
composed of rushes and grass and lined with down,
was carefu l ly concealed beneath a small shrub which
overhung the pond . Both paren ts assisted in the
care of the young . I n 1 844 t here was another nest
of this species on the ban ks of Groby Pool

,
where

the young, seven in number, came abroad early in
the mon th of June. Mr. G. Frisby, under date
24 D ec ., 1 906, reports ‘a good n umber at Swith
land Reservoir.

’ Mr . W. J . H orn writes in 1 907
‘I have seen th is bird on Saddington Reservoir
and the UpperWelland . 1 March

,
1 902 , I saw one

at Ashley. I have no record of its having nested
in this district, but on 1 0 June, 1 90 1 , I flushed two
males from the Welland adjoin ing the Market H ar

borough Sewage Farm .

’ Mr. H . S. Davenport shot
a male at Billesdon 1 2 Dec .

, 1 8 90.

1 3 5 . Garganey. Qucrguedula circiu

Locally, Summer Teal .
A rare summer visitan t . I t is here included on
the au thority of the late Dr. Macau lay

,
who (Mid.

Nat. 1 8 8 1
, p . 2 5 6) shot four (at one shot) at Sad

dingto n Reservoir, in July, 1 868 . Unfortunately so
lit tle in terest attached to these specimens that they
were all eaten .
1 3 6 . Wigeon . Mareca perm/ope

Locall Smee
,
Whew Duck.

A win ter visitan t . No t uncommon on the rivers
Soar and Tren t, as well as on large sheets of water,
such as Sadd ington and Kn ipton Reservoirs. On

2 8 April , 1 8 86, two were procured at Belvoir ; bo th
were mal es— one a beau tifu l adul t

,
the other imma

ture— and are now in the museum . Mr. 0. Murray
D ixon saw a flock of twen ty on Swithland Reservoir
1 6 Dec . ,

1 903 , and Mr. G . Frisby observed it there
so late in the spring as 1 2 May, 1 906, and four
returned on 20 Sept ., 1 906. Mr. W. J . H ornwrites in 1 907

— ‘I have seen several on Saddington
Reservoir. On 1 March, 1 902 , I saw three on the
Wel land, near Ashley Station .’

1 3 7 . Pochard. Fuligulafiri na

Locally, Dunbird, Poker-D uck (a corruption) .
A win ter visitan t, occurring occasional ly. Harley
observed that the spec ies was met with on Groby
Pool and other waters in differen t parts of the coun ty

,

in the win ter of 1 841 — 2 . He also stated tha t Mr

LEICESTERSHIRE
Babingto n

’
s MS. notes con tain a record of the

occurrence of this bird at Kegworth . The late Mr.

Widdo wso n’s diary records one killed at Le esthorpe
on 2 9 June, 1 867 . The late Dr. Macaulay reported
one shot at Thorn ton Reservoir in 1 8 8 3 . The R ev.

G. D . Arm itage informed me that on 8 Feb., 1 8 84,‘
seven came to the mill-dam at Broughton Astley and

five were shot by Mr. C . W. Berridge, who has one
male bird now stuffed.’ A male pochard was

obtained at Saddington Reservoir, 1 5 Jan . , 1 8 86, by
Mr. A. K. Perkins. Mr. W. A. Evans shot one on
Saddington Reservoir on 2 3 Feb.

,
1 8 89 . Both speci

mens are now in the museum . Mr. S. H . Pilgrim
received from the Rev. A. F. Aylward

,
of Enderby

,
a

fine male specimen which had been shot by h im at

that place on 3 Jan .
,
1 89 3 . Mr. O . Mu rray-Dixon

shot two drakes and a duck on Swithland Reservoir
on 8 Oct., 1 906, and Mr. G. Frisby reports it there
on 1 6 Oct., 1 906, and as being ‘fairly abundan t
recen tly,’ under date 24 Dec ., 1 906 . Mr. W. J .
H orn writes in 1 907 On 1 8 March

, 1 899, I

saw seven on Saddington Reservoir, and on 20 April,
1 903 , I saw a m ale and a female at the same place.
On 7 June, 1 902 , I visited Saddington Reservoir, and
Stafford, the keeper, informed me that a pair ofpochards
had that year nested on the island . The female was
sitting on seven eggs on Whit Sunday

, but Mr.

Evans camped on the island fo r two o r three days,
causing h er to desert . Stafford placed the eggs under
a hen

, bu t withou t resu l t. I did not see the birds,
but Stafford said they were still on the reservoir

,
he

having seen them that morn ing. I saw the nest
,
it

was composed of dead leaves, but unfortunately there
was no down .’
Mr. A . Dalby, of Castle Don ington, had a male
brought to h im 1 2 Jan . , 1 89 5 , which is preserved
and is now in h is possession .

1 3 8 . Tufted Duck. Fuligula cristata (Leach) .
Locally, Crested Pochard,Tufted Pochard,Tufted
Scaup .

No t uncommon in win ter, but does not appear to
remain to breed . Mr. Babington (Pot ter, 0p. cit.
App.) stated that it had been shot at Groby by Lord
Stamford’s keeper. H arley recorded that it h ad been
killed frequen tly on the River Soar

,
as well as upon

several large pools in the coun ty
,
and that in the

win ter of 1 840 it appeared in small flocks . On
Groby Pool Chaplin shot many examples

, andH arley
was assured it was found no less abundan tly in other
localities. Again , in March

, 1 845 , several were seen
on the Soar and other streams. The thermometer
on the 1 1 th and 1 2 th of that mon th fell to 1 0 degrees
Fahrenheit, and in some localities to 3 degrees below
zero— a degree of cold not experienced

,
he remarked

,

since 1 8 3 8 . At Groby Pool the wild-fowl tarried
late, but on the break up of the frost, on the 14th ofthe mon th, they disappeared en tirely. Mr. C. Mar

tiott informs me that a male was shot at Cotesbach
by the keeper, John Freer, circa 1 860. Sir George
Beaumon t wrote to the late Dr. Macaulay that one
was killed at Coleorton H all in 1 86 5 . Dr.Macaulay
shot one at Saddington Reservoir on 2 Dec ., 1 8 80,
and recorded (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 3 , p . 8 5 ) that one was
killed by Lord Boyle at the R eservoir on 1 1 Jan .,

1 8 8 2 . Mr. Ingram wrote Specimen shot on
the Belvoir Lake in win ter

,

’
and one (a male) was

sen t by h im to the museum
,
shot by the keeper

,
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1 9 June, 1 8 84. The lateMr.Widdowson wrote
‘Plen tiful some years ago . Several shot at Little
Dalby.’ I saw a moun ted specimen (mal e) in 1 8 8 8 ,
in the possession of Mr. H . C . Woodcock, who in
formed me that it was shot on the Wreak at Syston

,

many years ago , by h is keeper. A female in the flesh
was presen ted to the museum by Mr. John Burgess

,

who shot it at Saddington R eservoir, on 3 1 Oct.,
1 88 7 . Mr. G. H . Storer saw a small flock on
2 1 May, 1 8 88 , at Cropston Reservoir. In 1 904 it

appeared in numbers on Swithland Reservoir, where
on 1 February Mr. O . Murray-Dixon estimated
there were fifty pairs to be seen, and on 24Dec . ,

1 906, Mr. G. Frisby reported that ‘a large flock
remained during the week.

’ Mr. W. J. H orn writes
in 1 907 I am inclined to think that a fewpairs
remain to breed I saw a pair on Blath erwyck Lake
(Northan ts) on 2 5 May,

1 3 9 . Scaup-Duck. Fufigula marila

A win ter visitan t, rarer than the last-named . One

was shot at Saddington Reservoir in 1 8 74 by the late
Dr. Macaulay (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 2 , p . I saw a

moun ted specimen (male) in 1 88 8 in the collection of
Mr. H . C.Woodcock, wh ich was shot on the Wreak,
at Rearsby, many years ago by h is keeper. Dr .

Macaulay had a female specimen, shot at Thorn ton
Reservoir, 4Dec ., 1 890, and further reported a mal e
specimen shot at Saddington Reservoir by Mr. L . C.

Haward on 24Nov., 1 89 1 .

Mr. A. Dalby, of Castle Donington , shot a

female
, 6 Jan ., 1 894, wh ich he had preserved, and

he saw a pair killed 26 Dec .

,
1 894.

Mr. O . Murray-Dixon shot on e (a drake) on
Swithland Reservoir on 6 Oc t., 1 903 , and Mr. G .

Frisby observed it there 1 0 Dec . , 1 906 .

140. Goldeneye. Clangula glaucio rx

An uncommon win ter visitan t . Mr. Babington
(Potter, op . c it. App.) wrote Kil led at Groby by
the keeper of the Earl of Stamford and al so in
Loughbo rough Meadows.’ H arley recorded that
during the severe win ter of 1 845 it appeared in the
coun ty in fairly large numbers, several examples being
obtained at Groby Pool. He was informed that it
also occurred rather numerously in many other dis
tricts, and stated that it was found at Groby Pool,
Bosworth, Saddington , and elsewhere during th e

win ter mon ths. I have seen a fi ne female specimen
in the po ssession ofT.W. Tebbs, of the Un ion Inn ,
Blaby, sho t by him at the BigBrook,’ Blaby, in the
winter of 1 8 80. John Ryder sen t to the museum 2

beautiful adult male specimen , shot on the lake at
Belvoir, 2 8 Oct., 1 8 8 5 . Mr. Thomas Woodcock
reported having seen a goldeneye on the Wreak in
the win ter of 1 8 89

—
90. The late Dr. Macaulay

informed me that the Rev. A. Matthews had a

specimen which he shot o ut of three on Gumley Hall
Pond Mr. A. Dalby, of Castle Don ington,
repo rted a female, shot in Feb.,

1 89 5 , which is pre
served and in his possession . Mr. G . Frisby saw one
on Swithland Reservoir, 1 6 Oct. , 1 906. Mr. W. J .
Horn writes in 1 907 One was shot atU l verscroft
Priory in January, 1 868 , and reported in the Zo ol. of
tha t year (p . 1 2 1 2) by Mr. Theodore Walker.

’

[Harl equin Duck. Cosmofletta bistrionica

Of this very rare straggler to the British Isles,
Harley wrote 1 845 .

— The appearance o f th is

rare bird in the county of Leicester I record with
much satisfaction

,
and I am enabled to do so on the

au thority of Mr. Chapl in,15 of Groby, who shot a
pair of harlequ in ducks on the pool during the in
clemen t season o f the early mon ths of the year which
we have so recen tly experienced . These two rare
visitors were associated with scoters, tufted du cks,
teals, and widgeons, and it must be observed that the
man ifest difference in the plumage of the birds, so
remarkably diverse from their compan ions, led to their
capture as I have already in timated .’ I have ere th is
heard several ducks styled H ar lequ in,’ the last time
the term being applied to the by-no-means-commonlong—tailed duck.]
141 . Common Scoter. Oedemia nigra

Locally, Black Duck.
A not uncommon win tervisitan t.— H arl eywrote
‘Chapl in has met with the species on Groby Pool .’
The late Mr. Widdowson wrote — ‘I shot one at
Melton, now in the Bickley collection .” I t h as

also occurred more than once at Bosworth Park, as I
am informed by H enry Long

,
the keeper. Mr. J .

Whitaker possesses two adu l t males, shot o ut of a
flock at Thorn ton Reservoir, 1 8 Sept ., 1 8 7 9 , by the
late Dr. John Wright

,
of Markfield (Zo ol. 1 8 7 9 ,

P
The late Dr. Macaulay stated (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 2 ,
p . 7 9) No t unfrequen tly driven in by the easterly
gales.’ During August and September

,
1 8 8 1 , three

were obtained at Saddington , one of wh ich (a male)
he shot on 3 September o u t of a flock of twen ty and
presen ted to themuseum . On e in the museum, is said
to have been shot near the Abbey Meadow, Le i
cester, on 9 Feb.,

1 8 8 2 . Mr. G . Frisby saw two on
Swithland Reservoir, 1 6 Oct.

, 1 906 .

142 . Velvet Scoter. Oedemiaficsca

The on ly occurrence in the coun ty, and a new one
,

is that recorded by the late Rev. A. Mat thews
,
of

Gumley, who informed me that on either 1 1 o r 1 2

No v.,
1 8 89 , one was shot on Sadd ington Reservoir

by Mr. John Burgess, and was in the hands of Turner,
the rura l postman , ‘who h ad skinned it remarkably
well . ’ The specimen is now in the museum . See

also Zo o l. 1 8 89, p . 45 5 .

1 43 . Goosander. Mergus mergamer, Linn .
A rare win ter visitan t . Mr. Babington (Potter, op .

c it. App. 70) noticed one shot near Langley Priory
in the possession of Mr. R . Cheslyn , and the late
Dr. Macaulay recorded (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 2

, p . 7 9) that
a femal e specimen was kil led on the Smeeton Canal
in 1 86 2 , by Mr. A. H ildebrand . Later he stated
that it was in the possession of the Rev. A. Mat thews,
andwas a young male further that another specimen
in the same col lection was shot on Saddington
Reservoir.

The museum con tains a fine male in adult plumage,
shot near Blaby, 1 7 Dec . 1 8 7 5 .

Mr. A. Dalby of Castle Don ington sho t a femal e
7 Jan . 1 894, which was preserved and in h is posses
sion. He also saw a pair 1 1 Jan . , 1 89 5 .

1 5 Chaplin was th e keeper at G ro by th en, and appears to

h ave been a m an o f discernm ent ; still, to tho se wh o kno w

h o w few keepe rs th ere are wh o pro perly discrim inate between
clo sely-allied fo rm s, it is pro bable th at h e m isto o k the spe cies,

o nly th ree specim ens said to h ave been killed in Britain be ing
kn o wn (see Mr. H o ward Saunders, Pro c. Zo o l.
So c. ( 1 887) 3 1 9

1 43



145 . Smew. Mergus albel/us, Linn .
A rare win ter visitan t. H arley reported it as of
occasional occurrence. The species occurred in the
coun ty during the severe weather of February and

March, 1 845 , and was frequen tly m et with in the
socie ty of scoters, pochards, and wigeon . H e further
added that it occurred at Groby Pool and also on the
Tren t. Mr. H . C. Woodcock of Rearsby showed me
a fine male smew

,
in fu l ly adu l t plumage, wh ich he

sho t on the River Eye, in o r near Wyfordby
, in

March
,
1 846 . At the same time he showed me a

fem ale
,
wh ich the late DavidNorth had shot at Syston

shortly afterwards. Mr. J . Whitaker of Rainworth
Lodge,Mansfield

,
has an adu l t male, sho t at Thorn ton

R eservoir in 1 8 7 7 (Zo o l. 1 8 84, p.
Mr. A. Dalby of Castle Don ington possesses a

femal e specim en of th is variety which he shot 6 Jan .

,

1 894.

1 46 . Ring-Dove o r Wood-Pigeon . Columba palum

bus, Linn .
Locally, Quest, Cushat .

R esiden t, and general ly d istribu ted . In the crop o f
a wood-p igeon presen ted to the museum by Mr. J . S.

E l l is on 3 Jan .
,
1 8 8 2 , sixty-one acorns were found .

Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907
— ‘A pair return

every year to breed in a chestnu t tree in my garden
,

the old nest be ing u tilized . The second clu tch is laid
in an adjoin ing chestnu t tree. ’

1 47 . Stock-Dove . Columba oeno s, Linn .
Locally, Blue Rock (by error) .

Residen t , bu t not so common as the wood—pigeon .
Mr. Babington (Potter, op . cit. App. 68) wrote
Mr. Grundy has shot ‘rock-doves at Bardon many
years back, which he thought came from the Vale of
Belvoir. This wou ld probably not be C. lio ia

, but

C. o enas, which is still common in Bradgate Park, as I
learn from Bloxham .

’ Mr. H . L. Powys-Keck
informed me that it is common at Cotesbach . I have
seen it nesting in hollow trees at Knighton

,
whence

two young birds were procured fo r the museum on
6 Sept ., 1 8 8 2 . Mr. G . Frisby writes in 1 905‘Immense flocks of these birds were all over the
Charnwood Forest, afier the acorns wh ich were so
abundan t.’ Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907‘Residen t and breeding in the park, Market Har

borough
,
in tubs placed in trees. I have several t imes

found the nest placed on old thrushes’ nests and

many times in rabbit burrows, as well as in holes
in trees . In March, When driving fro m
H inckley to Market Harborough

,
I saw a flock of not

1 8 7 8, in a spinney near Tilton
, and another at Ash

lands in June, 1 8 84. Mr. G. H . Storer, wh o saw a

pair n ear Arnesby in 1 8 8 8, was informed that it bred
there .
Mr. W. J . Horn writes in 1 907 :

‘Not com
mon immediately around Market H arborough— not
suflicient arable land— but I have seen as many as

fifty in one ploughed field .’

Passen er Pi eon . Ecto ister mi afo rius Linn .g 8 P gr

A very rare straggler from the Nearctic Region .
The late Mr. Widdowson wrote One killed in
Scalford village street some years ago . The same year
I saw accoun ts of several killed near Liverpool .’ As

there seems little doubt that the lat ter examples h ad
escaped from confinemen t, it is highly probable that
the Leicestershire specimen m ay have been one of the
same company .]
1 49 . Pallas’s Sand Grouse. Syrrbapter paradoxus

(Pal las) .
A very rare and irregu lar vi si tan t

, but unusually
common in this coun ty during 1 8 8 8 . The late Dr.

Macaulay thought he saw a covey of these birds
,
whilst

driving between Saddington and Mowsley, on 2 3
May, 1 8 88 , and Mr. G . H . Storer h as commun icated
the following information — Whilst visiting Mr . F. F.

H o w at Swithland, in June, 1 88 8
,
he heard of cer

tain birds which h ad been seen in the neighbourhood
andwhich, after careful inqu iry, he felt convinced must
have been Pal las’s sand-grouse. On 3 June Mr. H ow

was walking in a field belonging to Mr. Bates of
Swithland when he saw a small covey of birds rise from
a field of young barley. From the great length of
wing and strength of the birds Mr. H o w judged them
to be some kind of sea-bird allied to the terns, which
m ight have strayed from Cropston, where such birds
are not unfrequen tly seen . The birds flew over in to
fields belonging to Mr. Pepper. Th is covey was also
seen by a wagoner to Mr. Bates, who said that on
5 June, whilst ploughing, a covey of twelve birds had
alighted in the field and come within a few yards o f

h im at h is work withou t evincing the least alarm .

They appeared to be searching fo r grubs o r worms.
H e described them as of a light brown colour

,
with

very long wings, feet feathered to the toes, and a black
patch above the legs. On 6 June they appeared on
Kinchley H ill Farm, belonging to Mr. Bates, near
Buddo n Wood

,
where they were fired at, and one

was wounded, bu t not fatally. The covey flew away
,

and although a keen look-o ut was kept fo r it subse

quen tly, it never reappeared. The land on which all
the observers noticed them lies between the village of
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[Barbary Partridge. Caccao is petrosa (J . F. Gmel in) .
In April , 1 842 , a spec imen of this partridge was
picked up dead at Edmondthorpe, near Melton Mo w

bray (Yarrel l , H ist. Brit. Birds, ed . 4, iii,The late Mr. Widdowson informed me that he h ad
this very specim en in h is possession, and it was from
this bird that Yarrell’s figure of the species was taken .
As these birds are often imported it m ay have been
an escaped one.]

1 5 5 . Quail. Co tam ix communis, Bo nn aterre .

A rare summer visitan t . Mr. Babington, writing
in 1 842 (Potter, op. cit. App. p. said Several
kil l ed one season betwee n Whitwick and Bardon ,
some years ago , by Mr. Grundy, who kept a wounded
bird alive fo r some time. ’ H arley wrote I ts visits
are on ly irregular and uncertain and appear confined
to meadow-lands and fields lying con tiguous to o ur
stream s. On the banks of the Soar and the meadows
abu t ting thereupon the quail is annually no stranger.
I t breeds there in smal l numbers.

’
H e records its

occurrence at Cossington , Barrow, Sileby,Thurcasto n,
and some other vil lages having low wet meadows, also
one captured in the Market-place, Leicester, on
1 5 No v.

,
1 846 , and an example shot on Mr. Win

Stan l ey’s estate at Braunstone on 20 Nov . of the
same year. Mr. J . Garle Browne, of Leamington,
in 1 845 kil led five quails o ut o fa bevy of n ine, which
he flushed and m arked down close to H usbands Bo s
worth , and on 24 Dec .

,
1 8 5 6 , he flushed one at

Edm ondthorpe. Mr. H . C. Woodcock, ofRearsby, had
a quail wh ich was kil led on the railway by the telegraph
wires ; he bel ieved the date to have been abou t 1 86 5 .

Mr. Davenport men tions that h is father shot quail at
Til ton in September, 1 86 7 . The late Dr. Macau lay
informed me that Mr. R . Symington , ofMarket H ar

borough , shot a quail at Great Bowden in September,
1 8 7 2 , which was unfortunately not preserved . Mr.

Ingram thought it occasional ly bred in the Vale of
Belvoir, as he had sho t immature birds there with
others. According to the late Mr.Widdowson it has
often been found and has bred nearMelton Mowbray,
and I saw,

in 1 8 8 5 , in the MeltonMowbrayMuseum
,

a case con tain ing a pair of quails, a ch ick, and eggs,
label led : Presen ted by Plumpton Wilson, January,
1 8

Mr. Stephen H . Pilgrim , of H inckley, informed me
that Mr. B. H . C. Fo x, of Lu tterworth and a party,
when shooting over a farm at G ilmorton on 7 Sept . ,
1 8 8 5 , bagged three quails, and furtherwrites : ‘There
was, I bel ieve, on ly one bevy. The valu e of the note is,
I am afraid , a good deal detracted from by the addition
Mr. Fo xmakes, viz .

“ I have always accoun ted fo r the
quail being there by reason that they either escaped
from o rwere turned o ut from Bitteswell H all.” I saw

h im the o ther day and he told me that Major Jary
,
of

Bitteswell Hall, said that two o r three had been
turned o ut o r escaped from there, but there is no
doubt that the young birds of the bevy were bred on
the farm atGilmorton, which would, I think, be abou t
1 } miles from Bitteswell. ’ The late Dr. Macau lay
reported having seen in th e possession of Mr. John
Capel l a quail which he shot at Mowsley, on 1 7 July,
1 89 1 . Mr. S. H . Pilgrim reported one sho t at
Barwell on 1 Sept ., 1 89 3 , by Mr. P. Evershed.

A fine male caught on the Cosby Road nearWhet
stone was brought to me in 1 902 and is in th e

museum.

LEICESTERSHIR E
1 5 6 . Corn-Crake o r Land-Rail.

Bechstein .
Lo call Daker—H en.

A summer migran t, general ly distribu ted and
breeding remain ing sometimes throughou t thewin ter.

A nest con tain ing n ine eggs was found in July
, 1 8 8 3 ,

in a field close to the main thoroughfare by Aylestone
Mill and was purchased fo r the museum . Mr.W. J .
Horn writing in 1 907 states that this species is less
common in the Market H arborough district
formerly.

Crex pratensis,

1 5 7 . Spotted Crake. Porz ana mam etta (Leach).
Sparingly distribu ted probably breeding. Mr. F.

Bo uskell h as a specimen which he obtained atKn ighton
in July, 1 8 8 3 . Mr. C . H . Gadsby

,
of Loughborough

,

has two which were found on the Midland Railway
half way between Barrow and Lo ughborough

,
near

the river, having been killed by the telegraph wires
in the early part of September

,
1 8 89 . Mr. G . Frisby

writes from Quorn : I saw one that h ad been shot in
the au tum n of 1 906 in the meadows near the River
Soar.

’

[Lit tle Crake.
Very rare, and the only record I have is that
furn ished by H arley, who states that on e was shot
near the town of Leicester in January, 1 841 , and

was afterwards eaten .]

Porz aaapair/a (Scopoli) .

1 5 8 . Water—Rail. Ra/lus aguaticas, Linn .

Lo cally, Velvet Runner.

R esiden t, but sparingly distribu ted, and from its

sku l king habits, is thought to be mu ch rarer than it
real ly is. Specimens have been received from Nar

borough
, Lutterwo rth ,Wym eswo ld. and near Leicester

within the past few years. The late Dr. Macaulay
informed me that Mr. Farnham shot one o ut of
a turn ip-field at Quorn on 7 Nov. , 1 8 89 . Th e

Rev. G . D . Armitage received a water-rail on 2 1 Nov.,
1 89 2 , which had been kil led by flying against the
telegraph wires near Broughton Astley. I t occurs
now and then at the Leicester Sewage Farm

,
where

Mr. G . Collins shot one in 1 894, which he gave to
the museum . Mr. O . Murray-Dixon writes from
Swithland, under date 1 8 Nov.

,
1 906

— ‘A short
time ago I h ad one that was taken from a cat.

’

Mr. W. J . Horn , writing in 1 907 , records the follow
ingz

— Several shot on theWelland in November, 1 900,
by the Rev. C . J . Cartwright, ofWeston-by-Welland ;
in November, 1 900, several seen and one shot by
h imse lf near Ashley on 2 Dec ., 1 906, he saw one on
a small brook near his house.
1 5 9 . Moor-H en . Gal/imda cHo ropas

Locally, Water-H en .

Residen t and common ; breeding qu ite close to
Leicester. Mr. G. Frisby writes that on 1 9 J une,
1 906, he found a nest con tain ing th irteen eggs at

Beaumano r Park. Mr . W. J . H orn writes in

1 907 :
‘I t breeds on the Folly Pond in Market

H arborough .’

1 60. Coot. Fulica atra, Linn .
Low/(y, Bald Coot.

Residen t, but uneven ly distribu ted. Mr. Babing
ton (Potter, op . c it. App. p . 69) reports it from Groby
Poo l and Barret Pool. One was shot by Mr. J
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worth
,

‘Frog-hollow ’ Pond at Belvoir, Groby Pool
,

Saddington Reservoir, and other places in the coun ty.
The museum con tains a nest and five eggs taken at
Saddington in June, 1 8 8 5 , and another nest with ten
eggs which I obtained at the same place on 2 5 May,
1 8 86 . The Rev. John B. Reynardso n, of Careby
Rectory, Stamford , writing upon the habits of this
bird

,
gives me the following note z— ‘I suppose yo u

know when the water is rising from flood both birds
will work hard with leaves and grass to raise the nes t
and save their eggs from being flooded . This in terest
ing sight I have seen .’ I am not sure if it has ever
been recorded that the male often , during the breeding
season

,
arches h is wings and ploughs through thewater

in exactly the same manner as the swan . I am also
uncertain whether this singu lar habit is due to h is
wishing to ingratiate himself with h is partner, o r as
a mark of defiance to other males. Mr. W. J H orn
writes in 1 907 : Breeding at Market Bosworth
Park, Saddington R eservoir, and other places in the
coun ty. I have never seen this bird on runn ing
water.

’

[Crane Gnu communis, Bechstein .
Harl ey recorded, of this very rare straggler, that

‘Mr. Chaplin of Groby shot an example on the

banks of the pool in the year I have no co r
roboration of this, and it must be remembered that
many keepers and some few sportsmen are in the
habit of calling the heron a

‘crane,’ and as Harley
did not state that he actually saw th is specimen , the
record must rest upon its merits.]

1 6 1 . Stone-Curlew. Oedicrsemas sco lopax
'

(S. G.

Gmelin) .
Locally, Great Plover

,
Norfolk Plover, Thick

knee.
Formerly occurring as a summer migran t, but has
not been observed fo r many years. H arley

,
who

considered its visits rare and local ized, stated that it
haun ted the heath-lands at Sal tby and prevailed
also on the open park—lands of Croxton Kerrial and
Wal tham, and he appeared to think that its range
was limited to such spots by the presence of certain
fo o d which it cou ld not obtain elsewhere. The late
Mr. Widdowson noted it as having bred annually,
many years ago , at Stonesby H eath, but none had
been observed there of late.

[Collared Pratincole. Glareola pratinco la, Linn .
The only au thority I have fo r including this bird

in the presen t list is that in the MS. catalogue of the
con ten ts of the museum when handed over to the
Corporation on 1 9 June, 1 849 , one is men tioned
with the remark, ‘shot n ear
1 6 2 . Cream-Coloured Course r. Curso rius galficas

(J . F . Gmelin).
Lo cally, Cream-Coloured Swiftfoot.

A very rare au tumnal straggler. Mr. Babington
writing of this species says that the third and last
Specimen found in Britain was kil led n ear Timber
wood H ill, October,“ 1 8 2 7 . I t is in the col
lection of the Rev. Thomas Gisborne, of Yoxall
Lodge. Anx ious, if possible, to obtain some

1°Th e exact date was 1 5 Octo ber.

particu lars o f so rare a bird Harley wrote to the late
Mr. Gisborne, and received the following reply
‘Yoxal l Lodge, Needwo o d Forest

, 4 Ju ly, 1 840.

The example of Curso rius isaocl/iaas respecting which
yo u inqu ire was shot in Charnwood Forest, near
Timberwood H il l , in O ctober, 1 8 2 7 , by a tenan t of
my eldest so n . The tenan t met my so n inciden tal ly
directly afterwards and showed and gave the bird to
him as an unknown curiosity ; and my so n

,
who was

on his way to this neighbourhood, brought it forwardto me.— Thomas Gisborne.’
Mr. Dresser (Birds ofEarope) men tions the Leicester

shire specimen as being the fo urt/i obtained in Britain .
According to Yarrel l (ed . 4, iii, 240) the presen t
example was the sixtb recorded fo r Britain

, but the
mistake has been made of placing the year 1 8 2 8

be fore 1 8 2 7 . However
,
Mr. H arting

’

s Handbo ok of
Britisb Birds

,
and a letter from Mr. Howard Saunders

to me, show it to be the fiflb noted as occurring in
Britain .
1 63 . Dotterel. Eudromias mo riaellas

Formerly occurring in the coun ty as a spring and
autumn migran t . Mr. Babington stated that five
were brought down at a shot by Mr. Tomlinson , jun . ,

at Charnwood H eath, and that Miss Watkinson
,
of

Woodhouse, h ad one, taken near Buddo n Wood .
The Rev. C. H .Wood wrote to me with reference to
this specimen ‘That dotterel is still at Woodhouse
Hall (as they now call The late Dr. Macau lay
reported (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 2 , p . 6 5 ) a specimen at

Coleorton in the possession of Sir George Beaumon t
and Potter, of Billesdon , reports two shot at I l lston
by Mr. J . Al len , of Frisby Lodge, bu t no dates are

given, and the bird has not visited Leicestersh ire fo r
many years. Dr. Macau lay informed me that he saw
three on a fallow field in the parish of Tur Langton

,

29 March, 1 8 79 .

1 64. Ringed Plover. Aegialitzs biaticu/a

Locally, Oxbird, R ing-Dot terel .
An acciden tal straggler from the coast

,
u sual ly in

spring and au tumn . Mr. Babington stated that it
had been kil led at Groby by the keeper of the Earl of
Stamford . H arley recorded its occurrence in the
meadows at Belgrave, and elsewhere in the coun ty,
early in the spring of 1 841 . The museum donation
book records the presen tation on 24March

, 1 869 , o f

one shot in the AbbeyMeadow. Mr. Bevans showed
me one which he shot there somewhere abou t th e
year 1 8 7 5 , and I saw one in the hands of Turner

,

said to have been shot
,
in 1 8 8 1 , also in the sam e

local ity, where the lat ter informs me that it was fre
quen tly met with some years ago . I sho t a speci
men (an immature female) at Thorn ton Reservoir, on
2 5 Sept ., 1 8 84, and an adu l t and an immature bird
were shot in Stretton Fields near Leicester, in 1 899,
by Captain Robertson-Aitm an

, all of which are in the
museum .

Mr. W. J . Horn saw one at Saddington Reservoir
on 2 0 Sept . 1 902 .

Mr. O . Murray-D ixon shot a ringed plover at

Swithland Rese rvoir on 2 Sept . , 1 905 .

[Lit tle Ringed Plover. Aegialitis curom
'

ca

Gmelin) .
A very much rarer bird than the preceding

,
and

Mr. O . Murray-Dixon wou ld have created a new
record fo r the coun ty when he shot what he supposed



around . Occasionally, however, it was found on the
meadow-lands which fringe the R iver Soar, such as

the meadows abou t Loughbo rough and Barrow.

T. W. Tebbs of the Union Inn, Blaby, showed me
on e which he shot at Wigston in 1 8 54. Turner
informs me that some time in 1 86 5 he shot a golden
plover in win ter plumage, in the Abbey Meadow.

I have seen in the possession of Mr. J . S. Bevins, of
Ingarsby Old H al l, a fine specimen which was shot
by h is father at Wellsbo ro ugh abou t 1 86 5— 70. The
late Dr. Macau lay recorded (Mid. Nat. 1 88 2 , p . 6 5 )
its occurrence at Coleorton , Smeeton , and Guml ey
som e years since. Mr. Standbridge tel ls me that
abou t 1 8 80 he saw and shot the golden plover at

Aston Firs. Mr . Davenport shot one at Skeflingto n
on 2 6 Dec . , 1 8 8 1 , and saw a flock of abou t fifty on
1 5 March

,
1 8 8 3 . H e also reports one kil led at

Foxton in October, 1 8 84. Mr. Ingram wrote
‘I n flocks in the win ter season , in the Vale of
Be lvoir.

’ Mr. W. G . Adams shot three Specimens
on 30 Dec .

,
1 8 8 5 , in a field just o ff Saffron Lane,

Aylestone, and says there were sixty o r more in the
flock. Mr. W. Brookes, writing from Croft in April ,
1 8 8 8

,
says :

‘Golden plovers are common here in
win ter, in times of floods ; I have shot them fre

quen tly in the meadows. There was a flock of abou t
twen ty flying over th e floods when the snow melted at
mon th since .

’ Dr .Macau laywrote on 29 No v. , 1 8 89
To-day when sn ipe-shooting with my so n (Tom) we
cam e across a smal l flock

,
fifteen in number, of golden

plover in Sm ee ton parish . They were in the company
of green plovers, were wild, and go t up o ut of shot .’
I t occurs every year in smal l parties, and more
common ly and in larger flocks in hard weather at the
Sewage Farm, Beaumon t Leys, where I have seen it.
Mr. W. J . H orn saw and shot at o n e in the
Welland Val ley, near Rockingham, on 2 8 Feb., 1 900 .

1 66 . Grey Plover. Souataro/a belt/etica

A splendid male specimen of the grey plover— a

species h itherto unrecorded fo r the coun ty — was pre

sen ted to the museum by Mr. Seville, who found it
on the morn ing of 5 Dec ., 1 892 , the bird having
been killed by flying against telegraph wires, near the
Twelve Bridges, on the canalized Soar, by Leicester.

1 67 . Lapwing o r Peewit . Vanellus vulgaris, Bech
stein .
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Dr. Macaulay remarked upon the increasing rarity
of the ‘Jack,’ but in the win ter of 1 8 8 5— 6 , it

was unusually abundan t, so c lose to Leicester as

Kn ighton and Rowley Fields , where I sho t and

procured several examples. On 1 3 April, 1 8 8 8 , I

saw a small snipe get up qu ite silen tly from the old
river at Aylestone and believe it to have been a

‘Jack,’ and ifso , it would be a late date fo r this bird
to be with us. A mal e specimen was killed by flying
against the telegraph wires at Cosby and presen ted in
the flesh to the museum on 3 April, 1 906 , by Mr.

Joseph Johnson . Mr.W. J . Horn writes in 1 907

A few are nearly always to be found in the Welland
Val ley in win ter, where I have occasionally shot
them .

’

1 7 5 . Dun lin . Tringa alpina, Linn .
Locall Plover’s Page, Purre, Sea-Sn ipe, Stin t .

An uncommon au tumn and win ter visitan t from
the coast . Harley recorded it fo r Bosworth and

Loughborough, and also noted several examples kil led
n ear the disused reservoir of Charnwood Forest.
Mr. Sebastian Evans, writing to the late Rev. . C.

Babington , who kind ly furnished me with the note,
quoted from h is brother, the late Rev. Arthur Evans’s
m isce llaneous bird notes D un l in shot at Go psall,

Jan .
,

The late Dr. Macau lay (Mid. Nat.

1 8 8 2 , p . 7 8) said that it occasional ly occurred at

Saddington Reservoir, and he had noticed a flock of
fourteen there during the win ter of 1 8 8 1 . I saw

four Specimens in the possession of Mr. S. Bevans,
shot by h im in the Abbey Meadow, abou t 1 8 7 8— 9
o ne in the possession of T . W. Tebbs, shot by h im at

Blaby, abou t the same time and two in the flesh in
win ter plumage shot at F leckney, by Mr. C. Allsop ,
20 Oc t. , 1 8 8 5 . H arry Th ro sby shot one with a cata
pu l t

,
on the canal near the gas-works, Aylestone Road,

Leicester, 2 Feb.
,
1 8 88 , which he brought to me in

the flesh . Mr. A. Dalby of Castle Don ington shot
two 6 Jan .,

1 894. Mr. J . T . H incks shot one at

the Sewage Farm in 1 899 , which he presen ted to the
museum . Mr. O . Murray-Dixon shot one in 1 904,
and a fem al e on 1 Sept ., 1 905 , both of which are
in the museum, and another 6 Sept . , 1 90 5 , all at

Swithland Reservoir. Mr . W. J . Horn writes in
1 90 7 20 Aug.

, 1 902 , two seen at Saddington
Reservoir.

’

1 7 6 . Littl e Stin t . Triaga minuta, Leisler.
A rare au tumnal migran t . A Mr. Thos. Goatley

,

writing in Tae Zo o logist fo r 1 86 7 , p . 99 1 , is the
fi rst recorder of this species fo r the coun ty, men
tio n ing one shot in the Abbey Meadow in January,
1 86 7 , which he had seen , but whether in the posses
sion ofE lkington , who preserved it, o r in that ofMans
fi e ld

,
who purchased it, is not clear.

" Two were shot
o u t o fa party of three, on 2 2 Sept ., 1 8 8 5 , at Sadding
ton Reservoir

,
by the late Dr. Macau lay, who pre

sen ted them to the museum. The R ev. W. H . Mar

rio tt shot one at Saddington Reservoir, which was
unfortunately recorded as being Tem m inck’s Stin t
(see following Species) .
Dr. Macaulay informed me that a specimen was

shot on the brick-yard ponds
, Kibworth, in March

,

1 89 3 . Mr. O . Murray-Dixon reports that he shot
a lit tle stin t— with plumage approximating to the

1 9 See also Little Gull fo r bo th o f wh ich n o tes I am

indebted to Mr. W. J . H o rn.

summer dress— o u 2 2 Sept., 1 904, at Swithland

1 7 9 . Common Sandpiper. To tamcs bypoleacus

Lo cally, Summer Snipe.
A summer visitan t, sparingly distribu ted, remain ing

Wi th us, in ordinary seasons
,
from the middle of

[Tem m inck
’
s Stin t. Tringa temmincki, Leisler.

The late Dr. Macaulay recorded (Mid. Nat. 1 88 2
,

p . 7 8) that a specimen of this bird was shot at Sad
d ingtou Reservoir in 1 860 by Rev. H . Marriott, and
was seen and iden tified by Rev. A. Mat thews. This
statemen t, after being copied in to many publications,
unfortunately proves to be an error ; fo r, suspecting the
bird m ight be referable to the previous species

, I

wrote to the Rev. H enry Marriott, who, replying on
2 Jan .

, 1 8 8 8 , most kindly sen t me the iden tical
specimen to examine. The first glance showed me
that it was a lit tle stin t in immature plumage ; and,
indeed

, Mr. Marriott himself wrote — ‘I have al
ways been under the impression that the bird in
question is on ly the Little Stin t,’ and again : ‘I am
not

,
myself, in any way responsible fo r the error.

’

Tem m inck
’

s Stin t must therefore be erased fi'o m the
Leicestershire fauna. To preven t similar m istakes I
m ay, withou t giving all the poin ts of difference, poin t
o ut one unerring test by which the two closely-allied
species m ay be distingu ished in any stage of plumage
Temm inck

’
s Stin t has the ou ter tail-fea thers pure

white
,
the Little Stin t has those feathers ashy bro wn ]

[Curlew Sandpiper. Triaga saoarguata (Guldenstadt) .

Locally, Curlew-billed Sandpiper, Pigmy Curlew.

A spring and au tumn visitan t . I ts occurrence in
the coun ty rests upon the vague statemen t of H arley,
who wrote The appearance of this species of
‘I

'

ringa in the coun ty I am enabled to record on the
testimony of a sportsman residen t at Loughborough ,
who shot one on the banks of the

[Purple Sandpiper. Tririga striata
,
Linn .

Five skinswere purchased fo r the museum in 1 904,
said to have been shot at Belgrave Sewage Farm,which,
ifcorrect

,
would establish another new record. The

condition of the skins, however, with other hypotheses,
suggests that at presen t the verdict shou ld be not

1 7 7 . Sanderling. Calidris arenaria

A rare straggler from the coast
,
where it is common

in win ter. Some years since, according to Harley
,

who examined them
,
three o r four birds of this species

were shot n ear the reservoir in Charnwood Forest.
Mr. W. J . Horn writes in 1 907 One shot three
o r four years ago near Gallow Hill, Great Bowden ,
and now in the possession of Turner

,
3 postman in

Market Harborough . This bird has been seen and
iden tified by the Rev. H . H . Slater.

’

1 7 8 . Ruff. (9 Reeve.) Macbetespagnax

A spring and au tumn migran t . The first specimen
recorded fo r the coun ty is One shot by Mr. A. K.

Perkins, at Saddington Reservoir, on 1 9 Aug., 1 8 8 7 .

I t proved on dissection to be a female. A second
and much larger example, an immature male, was shot
at the Beaumon t Leys Sewage Farm on 14 Dec .,

1 899, by Mr. J . T. Hincks. Both specimens are in
the museum .
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April to the middle of September and occasionally
breeding. Mr. Babington men tioned Grace D ieu and

Groby Poo l as localities fo r it, and Mr. Bevans reports
it as common ly occurring years ago , in spring, in the
Abbey Meadow. I have obtained specimens from
Aylestone, Belgrave, Saddingto n , and Thorn ton R eser
vo irs, andWistow. One which I shot at Aylestone
was merely wounded and thereupon swam and dived
with ease —a little—known habit of this bird. Mr.

W. A. Evans reported that in August, 1 8 8 5 , he saw
six common sandpipers fly up the new flood-works
cutting in to Leicester, but of course they turned back
immediately. I saw three at the Flood Works, Ayles
stone

, 30 July, 1 8 8 8 . Harley recorded that it bred
on the banks of Groby Pool, as he learned from
Chaplin who found it there. The late Dr.Macaulay
stated that it bred at Saddington Reservoir
1 8 8 1

,
p . but h is on ly ground fo r th is assertion

was the fact of his having seen immature birds there
during late summer. Mr. H . A. Payne

,
of Elm

H ouse
,
Enville, wrote in August, 1 8 8 8 :

‘Abou t
three years ago I found a sandpiper’s nest in the old
walled garden adjoin ing the brook in Bradgate Park .
The bird is what is called abou t there a summer
snipe. Another nest was found the same year at

Bradgate
,
the eggs of which I have. ’

One was shot at Potters Marston in 1 89 2 by
Mr. J . Choyce, who presen ted it to the museum .

The Rev. H ugh Parry found a n est con tain ing four
fresh eggs on a bank of the Eye Brook near Skef
fingto n, 26 May, 1 906 . Mr. W. J . H orn , writing
in 1 907 , gives the following records — 2 May, 1 896,
two seen near Hinckley ; 20 Sept .

,
1 902, two seen

a t Saddington Reservoir ; 4 May, 1 904, one seen
on canal, Market H arborough ; 1 7 May, 1 904, one
seen on canal

,
Market H arborough ; 2 May, 1 905 ,

one seen on canal, Market H arborough .
1 80. Wood-Sandpiper. Tatamisglareola (J . F . Gmelin) .
A rare straggler on migration . Harley characterized
this species as more rare and shy than its congener,
T. ocoropus, and stated that it was met with at Groby
Pool in 1 840, and also occurred during the win ter of
1 8 5 2

—
3 .

1 8 1 . Green Sandpiper. To taaus o c/iropus

A spring and au tumn v isitan t
,
not common

, but

sometimes remain ing during win ter. Mr. Babington
(Potter, op . c it. App. 69) recorded its occurrence
at Groby Poo l . A moun ted specimen was presen ted
to the museum, 7 April, 1 8 5 1 , by Mr. Job G lover,
‘killed in Leicestershire,’ presumably at Bagworth .
Th is species was noticed by H arley on the Wreak

,

who also reported that ‘it h ad also been shot on the
banks of the Soar and Tren t, and h ad occurred in
several instances during the au tumn and win ter of

I saw in the possession of Mr. J . S . Bevins,
o f Ingarsby Old H al l, a specimen shot by h is father
at Wellesbo ro ugh , sometime abou t 1 865— 7 0. The
Rev. G. D . Armitage shot one at Broughton Astley on
6 Sept., 1 8 7 8 . The late Dr. Macaulay showed me a
Specimen shot byMr. John Peberdyat Smeeton Brook
a bou t H e also informed me of two shot by
Mr. A. K. Perkins at Saddington

, August, 1 8 8 3 , and
n o w in th e possession of Mr. Douglass, of Market
H arborough. A fi ne female in th e museum was

shot at Saddington Reservoir on 1 9 Aug., 1 8 8 7 , by
Mr. A. K. Perkins. Dr . Macaulay also informed me
that h is so n, Mr. T. A. Macaulay, shot one o ut of

the Smeeton Brook on 1 6 Dec ., 1 8 89 , and there was
another with it. Mr. O . Murray-Dixon shot on e
at Swithland Reservoir at the end of October, 1 90 1 .

The late Dr. Ogle shot one on the Swift near Lu t ter
worth in 1 902 , which he presen ted to the museum .

Mr. G . Frisby saw five on 1 Aug.
,
1 906, and some every

week un til 1 November
,
at Swithland Reservoir. Mr.

W. J . H orn writes in 1 907
— ‘I have seen this bird

on theWelland in every mon th of the year except June
and July. I twin tered on theWel land near theMarket
H arborough Sewage Farm in 1 899 , 1 900, 1 90 1 , and
1 902 . On 2 7 Aug.

, 1 89 8 , Mr. W. H . Symington
shot one at Ashley which he presen ted to -me. I shot
a young bird in the au tumn of 1 902 two were seen
on the Welland

,
near Market H arborough Sewage

Farm, on 6, and five on 14October, 1 899 ; whilst
up to 1 4April, 1 904, I saw eighteen others.

’

1 8 2 . Common Redshank. Torarias calidris

Th is new record fo r the coun ty I am able to add

on the testimony of several compe ten t observers,
viz ., Mr. A. Dalby of Castl e Don ington

,
writing

2 6 Jan ., 1 89 1 , says The redshank breeds every
year n ear the Tren t

,
generally several pairs. I have

seen a nest and young birds
,
the latter several times.

They come here at the beginning of April and leave
in August . One spen t several days in o ur garden
three Springs ago , feed ing on the worms and insects
on the grass plots. ’ M r. E . L . Ferrall observed it
near Market Harborough, 1 8 May, 1 906 ; whilst its
nesting is placed beyond dispu te by th e Rev. H ugh
Parry, who found a n est — with four incubated eggs
in a tuft of grass in a meadow in the Welland Val ley
between Great Easton andMedbourne

,
1 7 May, 1 906 .

Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907 On 2 1 April
one was seen atWelham . Th e R ev. A. W. Pulteney
reports it having bred on two occasions in theWel land
Val ley near Ashley (it certain ly bre eds— several pairs
— a few miles lower down the val ley at
1 8 3 . Spotted Redshank. Tofaaasfzcscas

A rare straggl er on m igration . Inserted in this
list on the au thority ofMr . J .Wh itaker, ofMansfie ld

,

Not ts.

, who inform ed me that h e had 3 spot ted red

shank, shot by Mr. W. Whitaker
,
in 1 8 80, on the

side of Thorn ton Reservoir.

1 84. Greenshan k . Totaaas canescens (_J. F . Gm el in) .
A rare spring and au tumn visitan t . H arl ey wrote

‘I t has been shot on the banks of Groby Pool and
also at Swithland . Yarrel l

,
on the au thority of a

residen t at Mel ton Mowbray
,

’0
stated that ‘it is no t

uncommon in the more eastern parts of the coun ty.’
I saw a Specimen in the hands of E l kington , said to
have been shot at Enderby. Writing to Mr. Joseph
Burchnall of the Cot tage Farm, Enderby, fo r c o nfirm

ation , he replied I shot the Green shan k some time
in August, 1 8 8 5 , in Shen ton Meadow

,
parish of

Enderby. ’
Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907

— ‘Ou 2 9 August,
1 89 8, T. Turner, the postman, and a good naturalist,
reported to me that he h ad seen the Greenshank at

Saddington Reservoir ( I , think this very probabl e
,
as I

have seen the bird at the n eighbouring reservoir of
Naseby, and in the fishing cottage there

, a pair is set
up which was shot on that

90 Pro bably th e late Mr. Widdo wso n, wh o was o ften in c o m

m unicatio n with Yarrell.
1 5 1
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[Bar-t ailed Godwit. Limom lappo nica

Finding this bird recorded by Mr. Babington as

having been shot near Swarkeston , I , thinking that
this place was in the coun ty, included the note in my
l ist, published in the Zo ologirt, 1 886, p . 3 3 1 . As

Swarkeston is, however, in Derbyshire, it is the latter
coun ty wh ich must lay claim to this record . The
late Dr. Macaulay, writing under date 1 9 Feb.,

1 89 2 , reported one taken in a snare on the Sewage
Farm, Beaumon t Leys, on whose au thority cannot
now be discovered, hence this must ever remain a
do ubtfiil record .]
1 8 5 . Black-tailed Godwit.

Gmelin) .
A rare spring and au tumn visitan t . On the

au thority of Mr. (the Rev. Arthur ?) Evans, of
Market Bosworth, Harley recorded a specimen Shot
near Market Bosworth, and a second at Osbasto n .

H e said fu rther that it was erroneou sly described by
Mr. Evans, in one of o ur oldest local papers, as the
red-breasted sn ipe,’ o r brown sn ipe of Jenyns and

Yarrell
,
and I record the fac t lest this note of the

‘
red—breasted sn ipe ’ shou ld crop up at some fu ture
t ime and cause it to be added to the Leicestershire
fauna. There is a specimen in the museum, in sum

m er plumage
,
marked ‘Leicestershire, but I

am by no means sure that it is a local example. A

Specimen
, in nearly adult summer dress, was shot by

Mr. Thomas Beck, of Newtown Linford, at the
reservoir, Bradgate Park, in August, 1 8 8 7 , which he
has since presen ted to the museum .

Limom bet/gird (J . F.

1 86 . Curlew.

An acciden tal straggler from the coast . Mr. Bab

ingto n (Potter, op . c it. App. 69) said Shot at
Ben ’s Cl iff ; now at Rothley Tem ple.’ H arley
wrote : ‘Before the Forest of Charnwood was en

c losed this wader was very plen tiful ly diffused over its
uneven surface. ’ The museum donation-book rc

cords the gift, on 2 Oc t.

,
1 86 5 , by Mr. H . B. Cham

beriain , of a cu rlew shot at Desford . On 1 6 Aug. ,

1 8 8 7 , the late Dr. Macau lay saw one at Saddington
Reservoir. A fine young male was shot o u t of a
d itch by a smal l Spinney at Arnesby, on 1 No v., 1 8 8 7 ,
by Mr. A. Langton , and presen ted to th e mu seum,
beingth e on ly au then tic local specimen , th e 1 86 5 one
having d isappeared . Mr. A . Dalby saw a curlew at

Castle Don ington in Ju ly, 1 894, and as this is the last
note appearing by h im ,

it shou ld be known that he
particu larly stated , All birds men tioned are from the
Leicestershire side of the Tren t .’
Mr. C. Marriot t told me in 1 907 that he had seen

specimens more than once during the past twen ty
years in the meadows bordering the Swift at Cotes
bach .

Numeniur arguata

1 8 7 . Whimbrel . Numeniu: pbaeopw

An acciden tal straggler from the coast. One shot
near Charnwood H eath ’ (Potter, op . c it. App.

H arley wrote The whimbrel occurs occasionally
in Sparing numbers, as fo r instance in the meadows
about Loughborough , at Bosworth, and elsewhere in
the coun ty. Kil led near Leicester 2 3 April,
1 8 8 . Black Tern . Hydrocfie/idon 71 1

°

n

An occasional straggl er from the coast
,
ch iefly in

spring and au tumn . Mr. Babington (Pot ter, op . c it.

App. 70) wrote The black tern frequen tly
occurs in the vicin ity of o ur rivers and pools during
the summer mon ths.’ The late Dr. Macaulay re .

corded (Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 2 , p . 80) that one was shot at
Saddington R eservoir in December, 1 86 5 , by Rev. A.

Matthews, and was in h is col lection . A black tern
was shot by Mr. W. A. H eap

,
of Melton Mowbray

,

on 4Aug.

,
1 8 84, as it was flying abou t a ballast-hol e

filled with water, abou t two acres in exten t, close to
Mel ton . Mr. H eap said it kept dart ing at the water
as swallows do, and every time it brought o ut a small
fish (stickleback o r minnow) . Mr. Edward Bidwell

,

of East Twickenham, informed me that he bought a
specimen in Leicester, which was said to have been
kil l ed in the Abbey Meadow many years ago . Among
t he museum specimens are two adult moun ted ex
amples which were shot near Belgrave

,
24. April,

1 8 86, o ut of a flock of over forty. Dr. Macaulay
reported two adult b lack terns on Saddington Reser
voir on 2 June, 1 8 8 7 , which were seen and iden tified
by the Rev. A. Matthews, who watched them fo r

over an hou r. A most in teresting exampl e, an adu l t
in change to win ter dress— having a wh ite forehead,
face

, and throat, a partial ly black head, and a grey
breast th in ly barred with white— was shot by Mr. R .

H enfield on a flooded meadow at Nailsto ne
,
in Sep

tember, 1 8 8 8 , and presen ted to the museum . A

young bird in the plumage of immaturity— i.e . with
forehead

,
face

,
throat, and remain ing underparts pure

white ; head and hind-neck black ; and with wing
coverts and some of the secondaries broad ly marked
with light-brown— was shot in the Abbey Meadow
during the first week of October, 1 8 8 8 , and passed
in to the possession of Mr. F . F . H o w,

of Evington
Street, Leicester.

Mr. O . Murray-D ixon Shot an immature bird in
September

,
1 904, andMr . G. Frisby saw one, also at

Swithland Reservoir, 4. April, 1 906 , and writes that
they are rare bu t regular visitan ts to the reservoir
during the spring and au tumn m igrations. Mr.W. J .
H orn writes in 1 907 On 3 May, 1 903 , I watched
fo r some tim e through my glasses a singl e b ird of this
species in a flooded meadow near Lubenham .

’

[Wh ite-winged Black Tern .
(Schinz) .

A rare straggler, in spring, summer, and sometimes
in au tumn . H arley related that on 24. May, 1 8 5 2 ,
wh ile driving close to Groby Pool

,
he observed a

pied-coloured tern skimming over the surface of the
water in pursu it of Tipu/idae and smal l dragon-flies.
H e was of Opin ion that the specimen referred to was
either 8 . leucoptera o r S. fi liginom ,

and not S. nigra,
especially as S.

_fi1 /iginom h ad occurred on the Tren t in
May, 1 8 5 2 , coinciden t in poin t of time with h is pied
tern . The late Dr. Macaulay told me that Stafford

,

the water-keeper at Saddington Reservoir, described
to h im a wh ite and black bird— eviden tly a tern
which he saw there on 1 3 June, 1 8 8 3 , and Dr.

Macaulay thought this must have been H . leureptem ,

because one shot three days before on one of the
Norfolk Broads was in company with another. I

would remark, however, that both observers m ay have
been correct in seeing a white and black tern

,
and yet

it need not fol low that it was the wh ite-winged black
tern in either case, the immature black tern being
p ied

,
as is also the adu lt in win ter. Again , I shou ld

be chary of claiming this rare bird fo r the coun ty .]

Hydro cbe/ido n leucoptera

1 5 2
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1 94. Common Gull. Lana ( mi ld , Linn .
Of acciden tal occurrence, especially after stormy
weather on the east coast. Mr. Babington (Potter,
op . c it. App. p . 70) said Often seen and shot ; flocks of
gulls, probably L. rim : as wel l as this, frequen tly fly
over Thringstone after violen t storms. None except
the common gu ll have fal len in to my hands. ’
l am sorry I cannot endorse this statemen t, very
few but kittiwakes having come undermy observation .
I saw at Pin chcn

’
s a fu l ly mature spec imen which

was Shot atWigston on 1 6 Aug. , 1 8 89, and two days
later I saw five gu l ls of some kind fly overWigston .
Mr. H o w inform s me t hat he saw at Pinchen ’

s a

specimen said to have been shot at Frisby early in
December, 1 89 2 . Mr. G. Frisby writes on 2 7 July,
1 906 — ‘A young common gu ll was shot upon the
Fishpond here and brought to me fo r iden tifi cation .’
Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907 Three gulls of
this species were seen by me on 5 May, 1 903 , on
floods below Medbourne, in the Wel land Val ley. ’

1 9 5 . H erring Gu l l . Lara: argefltatur, J . F. Gmelin .
Potter

,
the taxidermist of Bill esdon, reported a

Specimen caught alive by Mr. W. Hart, of Rol l eston ,
in September, 1 869, and if this be correct it creates
a new record, whilst it is h ighly probable that some
o fthe large gulls which I and others have seen every
spring flying over Leicester are of this species.
Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907 I n April, 1 90 1 ,
num erous in t he flooded meadows near Rockingham

,

in fact they are nearly always to be seen in the valley
when the Welland is in flood. In the last week of
February, 1 902 , it was reported to me

,
Scores of

gu l ls in the Wel land Valley. They were probably of
this species.

1 96 . Lesser Black-backed Gull. Lam rfwrur, Linn .
A rare straggl er from the coast . The late Rev. A.

Evans recorded in h is notes the occurrence of a
specimen on Groby Pool in 1 8 50. In the au tumn of
1 8 80 I saw an adu l t Specimen

, said to be from
Bradgate, in the hands of a m an named Donnell.
Three immature specimens

,
one sho t at Somerby in

1 8 80, one at Melton in 1 8 8 1 , and another obtained
at Claybrook in 1 900, are in the museum.

1 97 . Greater Black-backed Gull. Lam : marinas,
Linn .
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state o fcaptivity.’1 Another
,
an immature bird

, killed
near H inckley in the au tumn of 1 8 7 9 and secured
fo r the coll ection ofMr. R .W. Chase, of Birm ingham,
has since been presen ted by h im to the museum, fo r
which also has been purchased an immature speci
men (moun ted) almost iden tical in plumage with
that last mentioned, said to have been shot at Somerby
i n November

,
1 8 8 1 . I saw at Pinch en

’

s on 2 Feb.,

1 89 1 , a Specimen which h ad been picked up by
Mr. Sharp at Bradgate Reservoir, in October o r No
vem ber

, 1 890, andwhich, un til I saw it, Mr. Pinchen
had believed to be the great skua and'

had sold as su ch,
at a high price to the late Dr. Macaulay, in whose
possession it was, and who considered it to be the
common skua. A bird of this species was found
exhausted in a pigstye , atWigston, after a great storm
(firm 1 and though sligh tlyinjured, was kept alive
by three differen t persons un til 1 906 . I t would
come fo r food ifcalled by its name ‘Jacob,’ but was
rather timid and afraid of dogs and fowls.
z oo. Arctic o r Richardson’s Skua. Stercom riw crepi

datw (F. Gmelin) .
Also a rare straggl er from the coast. In the au tumn
of 1 8 80 I saw in the possession of a m an named
Donnell a nearly adult specimen said to have been
shot at Enderby.
20 1 . Razorbill. Alta to rda, Linn .
Ofvery unusual occurrence in land. I saw an adult

specimen in 1 8 8 8 in the collec tion of Mr. H . C.

Woodcock
,
who assures me that it was shot on the

Wreak, at Rearsby, many years ago by h is keeper.
202 . Common Guillemot. Uria trail:

Locally, Willock.

A very rare and acciden tal straggler from the coast.
The late Dr. Macau lay stated (Mid. Nat. p . 7 9) that
he h ad a specimen shot many years Since on the
River Soar, at Cossington, by the miller who then te
sided there. Th is specimen I have seen . El kington
showed me one in the skin said to have been kil led at
H usbands Bosworth, 1 8 8 3 . One was reported to have
been shot at Belgrave, Leicester, on the water,
2 1 Ju ly, 1 89 3 .

203 . Little Auk. Marga/u: 41k

Locally, Rotche.
A rare straggler from the coast

,
driven inland by

severe weather. According to Mr. Babington
(Pot ter, op. c it. App.) a pair of these sea-birds were
taken alive at Nanpantan, 6 No v. , 1 8 3 7 , in a

turnip field
,
by Mr. J . Cartwright, of Loughborough,

who endeavoured, withou t success, to keep them alive
on fish and insects. Writ ing, probably, of the same
pair, H arley stated that during the au tumn of 1 8 3 8
a pair in a semi-exhausted state was picked up
among the hills of Charnwood Forest ; and further
that in the autumn of 1 840 this species again occurred
in the coun ty and adjoin ing districts. The late Mr.

Widdowson wrote to me
,
circa 1 8 8 5 , from Melton

Several have been picked up at differen t times near
here. ’
The late Dr. Macaulay presen ted to the museum a

specimen in the flesh which had been found alive at
Smeeton Westerby 1 8 No v.,

1 89 3 , and Pinchen
21 Mentio ned also in th e late Rev. A. Evans

’

s Miscellane o us
Bird No tes, in the po sse ssio n o fMr. S. Evans.

received one in the flesh wh ich had been shot near
Belgrave, Leicester, 20 Oct., 1 894. One was

picked up alive by either Mr. B. o r Mr. W. L. Fosse
in the former’s garden at Barkby

, 4 June, 1 903 (an
unusual da te) , and I saw the Specimen .
[Great Northern D iver. Colymhu glacialir, Linn .
The only au thority I have fo r including th is species

in the presen t list is a statemen t by the late
Mr. Widdowson that it‘haS been killed here in im
matu re plumage but as both of the following
species, especial ly C. reptm triafla/Zr, so often do duty fo r
this much rarer bird, I am inclined to think that, in this
case as in many others, the species have become con
fused one with another.]

204. Black-throated Diver. Co lymém arrtirur, Linn .
A rare straggler from the coast, and seldom found

in land in mature plumage. Mr. Babington (Potter,op . c it. App.) reported its occurrence at Don ington
Park, communicated by the Rev. Thomas Gisborne.
Upon this H arley remarked that a secon d was re

ported to have been killed at Moun tsorrel that
ano ther— a mal e in mature plumage— was procured in
a meadow below Leicester Castle on 4 Jan ., 1 8 54,
bu t al though shot was alive when seen by H arley ;
and another— ‘a femal e in the plum age of the lesser
imber of Bewick — was sho t in the Abbey Meadow on
the same day the two last examples, he considered ,
being probably driven inland by the gale which prevail ed on 4. January, and the severity of the north
east wind , whith brought a hurricane of snow.

The museum donation-book con tains an en try under
date 4. Jan .

,
1 8 54, to the effect that an immature

mal ewas shot at a mill near the AbbeyMeadow and

that another— also immature (sex not stated) — was

shot at Ayleston e on 1 0 Jan .
,
1 8 54, and presen ted

by Mr. N . C . Stone . The late Dr. Macau lay stated
(Mid. Nat. 1 8 8 2 , p . 7 2 ) that one was shot at Sadding
ton Reservoir in February, 1 8 74.

20 5 . R ed-throated Diver. Colyméur .reptentrio na/ir,

Linn .
A straggler in land, ch iefly in win ter, and nearly

always in immature plumage, According to Mr .

Babington (Pot ter, op . c it. one in immature
plumage was killed at Groby

,
by the keeper of the

Earl of Stam ford . H arley wrote Captured dur
ing the storm wh ich prevailed on 4 Jan . , 1 8 54,
in several parts of the coun ty but in no instance, I
bel ieve, in its perfect state of pl umage. ” I t h as

been frequen t ly met with on the Soar
,
abou t Lough

borough
,
and also on the Tren t . I t h as l ikewise been

shot on the Wreake
,
and on such pools as those of

Groby, Saddington, and Dishley. ’ T. Freer
,
of

Aylestone, showed me a fully adu l t specimen (red
throated) which he shot in 1 869 ( 1 0 Sept .) in
the canal between the ‘West

’
and ‘Mill Lane ’

Bridges, Leicester. In October, 1 8 8 5 , at Carl ton
Curlieu Hal l, I saw an immature specimen obtained
at Saddington Reservoir 1 6 Dec ., shot by
Mr. H ayes Marriot t . Mr. G. H . Storer informs me
that two (probably a pair) in win ter plumage, shot
9“H arley

’

s info rm ant appears to have been th e late R ev. A.

Evan s, in wh o se Miscellaneo us Bird No tes th e date 1 850 is

given.
“3 Pro bably H arley did no t kno w th at in winter its plum age is

sim ilar to th at o f the imm ature bird, the red thro at persisting
o nly in rare cases .
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on Cropston Reservoir, are preserved at the Reservoir
H otel, but he did not know the date and I cannot
obtain any further information . Mr. Davenport
informed me that on 2 March, 1 8 89 , as the wife of
a m an named Wil liam King, l iving at Burton Overy,
wen t o u t at the back door to feed h er ducks and

chickens she found amongst them a strange bird,
which she succeeded in capturing by throwing h er
apron over it. I t was kept fo r a few days, fed
fairly well on such food as could be procured fo r i t,

did not appear to be at all shy, and al though helpless
on the ground, when put in to a tub of water i ts

motions were very gracefu l, and it swam and d ived
with freedom .

’
Before it died, however, Mr. Daven

port rode over to see it and kindly notified me of the
occurrence, thus pu tting me in to commun ication with
the possessor, and enabling me to acqu ire fo r the
museum a fine male specimen of the red-throated
d iver in win ter plumage.
A fine specimen — an immature male— was shot on

Swithland Reservoir on 1 0 Jan ., 1 907 , by Mr. O .

Mu rray-Dixon , who kind ly presen ted it to the
writer.

206 . Great Crested Grebe. Padiciper a irtatur

Locally, Tufted Grebe, often called Eared Grebe
by error.

A spring visitan t, sometimes remain ing un til win ter.

The late Dr. Macaulay was the first to record its
breeding in the coun ty— at Saddington Reservoir
whence he received, in 1 8 74, a mal e and femal e and
on e young in the down . On 7 May, 1 8 8 3 , he
showed me a pair nesting at Saddington Reservoir

,

wh ich brought o ff their young. In the spring of
1 8 84 a pair nested there and brought o ff four young,
wh ich rem ained un til late in the summer, but final ly
left owing to the dry weather. In 1 8 8 5 the same o r
another pair nested again and laid five eggs, but three
of them being taken on 2 3 May the birds deserted
the nest and left the water en t irely. In 1 8 86 several
pairs nested at Saddington , and on 1 June a nest of
four eggs and a m ale bird were procured fo r the
museum . Mr. H . A. Payne informs me that he h as
taken several nests on the Bradgate Reservoir, the last
being in 1 8 79 . Mr. G . Frisby writes in 1 906

‘I have
seen eight pairs at one time on o ur reservoir, and one
daywatched one land . No sooner was it o ut of the
water than it squatted down , being apparen tly unable to
walk, and stayed there un til ready to take to the water
again . Young ones were successfu l ly reared this year.

Alwayswith u s except in hardest frosts. Two families
of young grebes seen this year. On 2 May, 1 906,
eight pairs were seen at Swithland.’
Mr. W. J . H orn writes in 1 907 :

‘Breeding on
all the lakes and reservoirs in the neighbourhood . I t

appears to be greatly increasing in numbers. In one
week in May, 1 905 , I saw twen ty-six of these birds.
1 3 May, 1 89 5 one seen on Thorn ton Reservoir
2 1 March, 1 900, five seen on Saddington R eservoir
7 June, 1 902 , two seen on Saddington R eservoir ; and
1 April, 1 90 5 , twowere seen on Saddington Reservoir.

’

207 . Red-necked Grebe.
daert) .

According to the late Dr. Macaulay (Mid. Nat.

1 8 8 2 , p. one was shot on Saddington R eservoir
in 1 8 74, and it appeared from h is MS. notes that it
was shot by Mr. F . Kemp in March . Th inking

Podia
'

pe: grirz igm a (Bo d

there was probably some mistake and that the bird
might have been th e little grebe in spring plumage

, I

wrote toMr. Kemp to ask ifhe were certain abou t the
bird, and was confirmed in my supposition by the fact
that he was unable to answer my query, merely saying
that he thought the date was 1 8 7 6 . After some
trouble — Mr. Kemp having removed to Great Yar
mou th— he fortunately visited the museum in January,
1 8 8 8 . On looking around at the Specimens

,
he cou ld

not see one like h is own, and said it certain ly was n ot
the red-necked grebe, but seemed to think it m ight
be the Slavon ian . Nevertheless

,
Mr. W. J . H orn

writes : ‘I saw a red-necked grebe so recen tly as

Saturday, 1 8 March, 1 899 , floating upon the waters
of Saddington Reservoir. This is, I think, the first
record fo r the coun ty. ’

208 . Slavon ian o r H orned Grebe.

A rare win ter visitan t . H arl ey recorded that it
visited us ‘in the severe win ter mon ths of 1 844-5 ,
when a fine example was shot by Chaplin on the
waters of Groby Pool. The species has also been
met with by gunners and sportsmen on the waters of
the Soar, Tren t, and\Vreake .

’ The lateMr.Widdo w
so n reported the occurrence o f one

, in immature
plumage, at Melton , but the claim of this species to
have a place in the coun ty fauna rests upon an imma
ture female specimen shot by Mr. W. A. Evans in
December, 1 896, at Saddington Reservoir, and pre

sen ted by h im to the museum .

Podiriper auritur

209. Black-necked o r Eared Grebe.
co l/i: (Brehm) .

A rare visitan t, usually in spring
, and probably

H arley was m istaken when he wrote of this species
Formerly more abundan t and pretty wel l distribu ted
over the coun ty. Occurs on the Soar and Tren t
he most likely having been told of the eared grebe

,

’

which in gamekeepers’ language means the great
crested grebe . Later, however, he recorded 1 844,
December. This species of grebe has occurred this
win ter on Groby Pool, Since Chaplin has carried me
an example fo r private exam ination . ’

Podia
'

per nigri

2 1 0. Little Grebe o r Dabchick.

(Tunstall) .
Locally, Dido pper.

Residen t, but sparingly d istribu ted . Mr. Babing
ton (Potter, op . cit. App. 70) said z— ‘Rothley, Groby

,

&c . ; bu t not abundan t.’ Harley
,
however

, a
ppears

to have considered it common in h is day, on the
Soar, Tren t, Wreak, and other streams

, as well as on
most large waters, as Saddington , Groby

,
and Bo s

worth Pools ; and remarked, u nder date 1 4 July,
1 842 , that ‘young grebes have a shrill call-note

,

which they almost incessan tly keep up when they first
come abroad on the surface of the water.

’
I saw

one on Bosworth Pool, on 6 D ec .
,
1 8 84, and shot

one— a male— at Belgrave, by the sewage weir, on
1 0 Feb.

,
1 886 . Mr. G . H . Storer informs me that

he saw a pair on the fish—pond at Ulverscroft Priory
on 2 8 June, 1 8 8 8 . The late Mr. Ingram wrote that
it ‘breeds in Frog Hollow Pond

,
near Belvoir

,

’
and

Mr. W. A. Evans presen ted to the museum a n est
and three eggs, taken by h im at Thorn ton R eservoir
on 9 June, 1 8 8 1 , when he found as many as five
nests in one day that were all placed on the roots o r

Padiri/Jer fiw iati/ir

1 5 6
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MAMMAL S

From its inland position and the absenc e o f large trac ts o f moorland o r

forest , Leic estershire is natu ral ly defic ien t in the larger mammal s which occu r
in seaboard o r wilder distric ts o f B ritain fo r al though the red deer is fou nd
in the c oun ty it is in no sensefem nature s, bu t is c onfined in a few parks
notably at Bradgate— where it is o fc ou rse qu ite tame .

No trac e o f the wild cat h as yet been discovered, al though records o f

tame c ats wh ich are leading a wild life and have become savage are con stan tly
occ u rring .

The pine-marten h as been extinc t fo r forty o r fifty years, and th e po le
cat is no longer fou nd. Badgers are , however, fairly common , and th e o tter
is to be found occ asional ly in th e Soar and o ther s treams .

On ly seven o f the British bat s have occ urred in the c oun ty, so that all
spec imens procu red shou ld be carefu l ly examined fo r new o r al lied species .
No au th en ticated rec ord o f th e black rat exists, no r o f the wild boar, which
probably occu rred here up to mediaeval times .

CHEIROPTERA

1 . Long-cared Bat. Plecotw auritur, Linn .
Locally, H orned Bat.

Residen t, bu t uneven ly d istribu ted, therefore not
common . Several have reached the LeicesterMuseum
from various parts of the coun ty

,
the last one in 1 903 ,

from the Victoria Road Chu rch, Leicester.
2 . Barbastel le. Ba bette/la éaréartel/ur, Schreber.

Bell — Baréartellw daubentonii.

Rare. The late R ev. A . Mat thews showed me a
specimen wh ich I recognized as this curious little
bat

, procured at Gum ley abou t 1 8 76 th is is the on ly
record.
3 . Noctule. Pt

'

pirtreI/ur fractal/z, Schreber.

Bell— Sro topbilur aorta/a : Wh ite— Verpertilio alti
w /am .

Lora/1 Great Bat, High-flier, Rat Bat.
Residen t and general ly distribu ted. Harley re

arked that this species appeared to be most common
in the vicinity of the town of Leicester, and was

often observed on still summer even ings. The Rev. A.

Matthews told me in March
, 1 8 8 5 , that one broil

ing hot day in July, some years before, at m id-day,when the air was perfectly bright and clear, he
observed swal lows circling at an immense altitude, and
above them, at a much h igher elevation , four large
bats, which he supposed to be of this species.l

1 Alth o ugh G ilbert Wh ite nam ed this bat d ltiw lans, fro m th isVery habit o f feedingh igh in th e air (see Letter 3 6 to Pennan t),
yet h is rem arks did n o t apply to its do ing th is befo re th e even
ing, and th e o bservatio ns o f th e late Rev. A . Matth ews are

, I
be lieve, unparalle led in the histo ry o f th is species.

On 8 July, 1 88 5 , I shot one flying over the canal
by St. Mary’s mills, Ayleston e, wh ich fell in to the
water, and on examination I found it to be a female
con tain ing a naked foetus. I have seen it so late as
October, bu t on 1 Novem ber, 1 8 86, a fine specimen
was brought to me

,
wh ich had been shot by the canal

at Aylestone, this being a very late date fo r its appear
ance, on ly paralleled, I believe, by Mr. H arting

’
s

date.’ In June, 1 88 7 , I shot a male and a femal e by
the mill at Aylestone. The latter specimen appearing
gravid, I carefu l ly opened it, and d iscovered two well
developed but naked foetus. I cannot find in anynotice of this species that it is credited with having
more than on e young at a birth .

4. Pipistrelle. PtJo irtrzl/urpipirtrellm , Schreber.

Bell — Sro topbilart o irtrd/w .

Local/y, Common Bat, Flitter-Mouse, Hat Bat.

Residen t and commonly distributed. Harley noticed
that this species is often observed on the wing during
the day, and remarked that in this it differs from the
Great Bat.’ I received twelve from Belvoir on
1 3 July, 1 8 8 5 , and have procured several atAylestone,
Kibworth , Broughton Astley, and various parts of the
coun ty, this species appearing indeed to be par exa l
Ienre the ‘common ’ bat. I ts strange name of ‘h at ’
bat, which is commonly applied, appears to be
founded upon the childish rhym ing invitation to
come under the would-be captor’s hat and be feasted
upon bacon

9 Zo o l. 1 8 87 , p. 1 69.



church but choosing the inside, I stationed myself
by one of the windows of the chancel, between which
and a stove-pipe th e bats were flitting. After two
hours’ work and several misses, I m anaged to catch
three pipistrelles and one nat terer’s bat. The flight
of the two species varied much, the pipistrelles flying
qu icker, and constan tly changing the direction of their
flight, in a z ig

-z agkind of m anner
,
whereas the flight

of the natterer’s hatwas more fully sustained andmu ch
more direc t

,
though somewhat Slower. The specimen,

which was a male, was very amiable in captivity, and
we fed it two o r three times with pieces of raw meat
soaked in water,which it greedily seized when hungry,
making, however, very l it tle progress, a small piece the
size of a barleycorn lasting it a quarter of an hour.

INSECTIVORA

8 . H edgehog. Erirmm u europaew, Linn .
Residen t andgenerally distribu ted . I have received

several from Kn ighton, close to the town of Leicester,
where it breeds. On 1 3 September, 1 8 8 3 , an old
female hedgehog and four young ones were brought
to me from there. Ano ther, caught also at Knighton,
we endeavoured to keep . I t remained fo r some time
in the workroom at the LeicesterMuseum, hidingitself
during the day under the box of a step leading from
one room in to another. It, however, refused all food,
though apparen tly very hungry, and soon died .

9 . Mole. 7 4404 a mpere, Linn .
Residen t and common, though seldom seen above
ground. Harley wrote : ‘Buff and white, o r parti
coloured individuals occasionally occur,’ although a

mole-catcher of more than fifty years’ experience once
to ld h im tha t he had never met with any such varieties.

One in the Leicester Museum is labelled ‘From
Belvoir . Mr. Ju o . Ryder.

’ This spe cimen I find
noted in the old MS. donation-book as being pre
sen ted on 2 5 April, 1 862 . I t is of a uniform cream
colour, incl in ing to ferruginous on the limbs. The

After considerable search, extending over many
years, aided also by a large number of observers, and
getting a great many pipistrel les

,
this rare little bat

has be en found in the coun ty
,
through the exertions

of Mr. G . Kirby, of Lubenham Lodge, who kindly
forwarded to the LeicesterMuseum a young male speci
men , taken in h is garden on 1 7 September, 1 8 8 8 .

The writer received another (a female) from Mr.

Ernest Neale, caught on Manor Road
,West Leigh,

Leicester, on 24 April, 1 8 89 . A male specimen
,caught in the drawing-room at Broughton Astley

rectory on 1 9 Ju ly, 1 8 89 , was sen t to me the fol low
ing day, dead , by the R ev. G . D . Armitage

,
who

sen t me another, also a male, on 24 Ju ly, from the
same place.

Curiously enough, Mr. Matthews procu red another
on 20 March, 1 8 8 5 , which had been caught in a

trap at Laughton H ills. H e described it as being
the handsomest he ever saw, a large male of an am ber
colour, with the nose wh ite nearly to the eyes, cheeks
and back of the head and neck bright orange. Mr.

Ingram sen t one to the museum
,
caught in Barkestone

Wood, Belvoir, on 1 0 June
, 1 8 8 7 , and prec isely

similar to the one sen t from th e same locality twen ty
five years previously. I saw in the hands of Pinchen

,

the taxidermist, a similar variety
,
taken at Anstey in

December, 1 8 8 7 ; and Mr. John Burgess
,
of Sad

dingto n, presen ted to the museum a very fine one
wh ich was caught there on 1 0 March

, 1 8 8 8 . Th is
specimen was also like the others

,
but rath er more

reddish-orange on its ventral aspect ; again
,
on

1 2 December, 1 890, he presen ted another
, a male,

from the same place, and a third in 1 89 3 , both
precisely similar . I t would thus appear that there
is a constan t variety of the mole in which part of
the head and the join ts of the limbs are ferruginous

,

and the remainder of the body cream-coloured .
Mr. H . B. O ldham, of Saxby, presen ted to the
museum a female variety caught by a mole-catcher at
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to a bright patch . The tail was distinctly tipped with
white. Another buff-coloured variety, from Wan lip
Lane, reached the museum through Mr. A . Merrall
in 1 86 1 . One, of a curious pale Silver-grey colour,
the fi rst observed in the coun ty, from Sou th
Croxton, was presen ted to the museum in 1 902 by
the Rev. F . E . H orwood. The latest record is a

perfectly white mole captured at H athern .

1 0. Common Shrew. Sorex am nem , Linn .
Residen t and general ly distribu ted . Harley re

marked upon the great numbers found dead every
au tumn , in pathways near farms and ou tbu ildings— a

fact well known, but which has not yet, I believe,
been satisfactorily explained . Mr. W. Whitaker, of
Wistow Grange, informed me in September, 1 8 8 5 ,
that a m an named Storer had a white shrew, killed
at Market Bosworth .
Mr. H orn , writing in 1 906, said that two had
been found dead in h is house recen tly, which he
assumed had been killed and brought in by the cats.

1 1 . Water-Shrew. Nz omyrfidiem , Pallas.
Bell— Crou opwfidiem .

Harley wrote No t common . Occasionally
met with on the banks of water-courses and drains in
the meadow-lands near The late
Mr. Widdowson wrote in February, 1 88 5 ‘I know
one locality they frequen ted a few years ago — namely,
Sysonby, abou t a mil e from Melton .’ Mr. F . Bates
told me in 1 8 8 5 that he had found them some years
before at Narborough . Mr. J . S. Ellis informed me
in 1 88 5 that some five-and-twen ty years previously,
when he lived at Glenfield Lodge, he remembered
one day seeing a water—shrew swimming and diving
in a small pond

,
endeavouring to capture a frog, but

although successful in bringing it to the bank half a
dozen times, was unabl e to drag it o ut. Mr. W. H .

Thomson h as noticed the water—shrew in a brook
which runs past Stoughton Grange, close to Leicester.

H e appears to know the an imal well, as he says
‘I t had its habitat in a small hole in th e bank. They
were called water-mice by us.’

CARN IVORA

1 2 . Fo x. Vii /per vii /per, Linn .
Be ll— Vu/pe

’r valgarir.

R esiden t and general ly distribu ted. The following
inciden t, related by my friend the late Dr. Macau lay,
of Kibworth, occurred on the farm of Mr. J . Perkins
at Laughton, who vou ches fo r the facts A labourer
at work in a ploughed field saw a fox come
through the hedge with a rabbit in h is mou th , pro
ceeding some distance in to the field h e laid the rabbit
down

, and scratching a hole placed the rabbit therein,
covered it over, and then departed . When the fox
was gone the m an wen t to the place and took up

th e rabbit . Abou t an hour afterwards he saw two
foxes come in to the fie ld and go straight to the Spot
where the rabbit had been bu ried . One of them
began to search fo r it, being joined in this
operation by the other. After a few minu tes had
thus been Spen t in fru itl ess search , the two foxes fell
upon each other and a fierce battl e ensued un til the
Spectator approached the combatan ts and separated
them . Probably the first fo x h ad invited h is friend
to dine, and the lat ter, thin king h imself the v ictim of
a hoax, endeavoured to be revenged on h is friend by
thrash ing h im . The late Mr. R . Widdowson , a

well-known taxidermist of Melton Mowbray, writ ing
to me in February, 1 8 8 5 , said that he h ad lately
set up a fox shot in h is neighbourhood whilst
attempting to carry away three large fowls at once.
That the fox and badger will l ive on terms o f

amity one with the other is borne o ut by the late
Mr. Alfred Ellis, who recorded this as occurring at
‘The Brand ’ fo r at least six years.

5 This also occurs
at H ungerton Foxholes,’ near Ingarsby.

I saw at Pinchen
’
s in February, 1 89 1 , a moun ted

specimen in which all the under parts, which are

usual ly white, were of a sooty black.

Mr.W. J . Horn, writing to me at the beginning of
1 907 , says ‘A vixen no t long since laid up h er cubs
in a Stick-heap in the town of Market Harborough .

4 DailyM ail, 1 8 J an . 1 907 .

5 Zo o l. pp. 5
—
9.

I n August last I waS presen t when a field of wheat
was being cut— five foxes were put o ut.’

1 3 . Pine—Marten . Murtela ”rafter
,
Linn .

Bell— Marta aé ietum.

Lo ra/1 Marten-Cat.
No w qu ite extinct . H arley wrote of this

species (wh ich he cal led Marts/4 faina
6

) Annual ly
becoming rare. Occurred a few years since in the
woods at Go psall. The writer had an Opportun ity
afforded h im some years since of examin ing a femal e
and young of this species of mum /a, which h ad been
captured on Earl H owe’s estate, situate on thewestern
Side of the coun ty. The occurrence of the marten
in any district around Leicester must be considered
rare and unusual. Affects decayed and hol low trees
in which it brings forth its young . Preys mu ch on
young birds and small Mammalia.

’
I can find n o

recen t notices of its capture in Leicestersh ire ; there
is
,
however

,
an old specimen in the LeicesterMuseum,

supposed to be from Wellesbo ro ugh , and another I
had an opportun ity of examining at Bradgate H ouse
is reported by Mr. H . A. Payne, of Envil le, to have
been killed at Bradgate abou t 1 86 8 by Thomas
Mennell . The late Mr. R . Widdowson wrote
When I first came to reside in Mel ton, I wen t over
to Leicester several times and used to call on a

Mr. Pickard, a hairdresser who lived in the little lan e
leading o ut of the market-place, just above the
White Swan Inn . H e was a taxidermist also, and

I well remember seeing some martens which he had
just stuffed, an adult female and two young ones
which he told me were killed a few miles away, I
believe at Bradgate. H e had the adult a long time
and used to exhibit it in h is window, and was very
fond of tal king abou t it, declaring that itwas brought
to h im al ive. I also remember hearing that one was
5 M . fvina, o f Linnaeu s, Gm elin, Erxleben, J enyns, &c ., is,

h o weve r
,
th e co ntinen tal beech-m arten, and, despite the re co rds

o f th e o lder British n aturalists
,
h as never o ccurred in Britain ,

but h as been co nfused with th e pin e
-m arten, wh ich was at o ne

tim e co nsidered th e rarer anim al. (See R . Alsto n, in Pro c.

2001. So c. 1 87 9 ; also Zo o l. 1 87 9, pp. 441

1 60
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the note fo r what it is worth. One— a male— was

kil l ed by a dog at a rickat Aylestone Mill on 2 Octo
her

, 1 8 8 5 , and was purchased fo r the museum on
accoun t of a sl ight variation , the upper surface of the
left paw being white. Mr.W. Wh itaker, ofWistow,
informed me, in January, 1 8 86

,
of a light yellow

variety kil led by a cat at Market Bosworth, and in the
hands of the bird-stuffer there, to whom I wrote fo r
details, on ly, unfortunately, to find that he had died .
Pinchen received a wh ite one on 14 December,

1 8 89, procured, he believes, at Cropston . Mr. H orn
wrote to me that on 2 2 May, 1 90 5 , he saw a weasel
carrying som ething in its mouth and upon chase being
given , it promptly wen t to ground in a mole-run ,
dropping its burden , which proved to be one of its
young, naked and blind .
1 7 . Badger. Melt : fire/er, Linn .

Bell— M5 1 a taxar.

Lo ra/ly
— Brock.

Residen t and generally distribu ted apparen tly
more common than formerly, fo r writing of this
an imal ( 1 840— 50) Harley appears to have found it
rare . H e wrote Formerly well distribu ted over
the coun ty, abounding in most large woods, especial ly
those verging on the forest of Charnwood. The
woods of Go psall and Oakley also bore marks of its
retreat, even till a very recen t date. Used also to
occur at Mere H il l Wood, near Loughborough. No t

comm on .’ His opin ion as to its scarcity is shared up
to the presen t by most observers

, bu t probably the
an imal is more common than general ly supposed

,

owing to its retiring, nocturnal habits. The Leicester
Museum possessed two specimens marked Leicester
shire, ’ presumably those recorded in the donation
book, one as having been presen ted by Sir A. S.

Haz lerigg, bart ., on 2 2 August, 1 849, and the other
shot at Keyth o rpe Hall, and presen ted by Lord Berners
o n 2 April, 1 860 . The Rev. AndrewMatthews,M.A.,

rector of Gumley, forwarded a half-grown living speci
men— a male— to the Leicester Museum on 2 8 June

,

1 8 84. I twas taken alive by a farm servan t in the parish
,

who found it asleep, andcleverly con trived to get its neck
between the prongs of a fork, pinn ing it to the ground
whilst he tied its legs together, when he carried it
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7 February, 1 89 1 , an accoun t is given of the capture
ofa badger in awo o d-yard in Thorn ton Lane and the
Saturday Herald of 30 May, 1 89 1 , reports the capture
of another spe cimen of 40 lb. weight by Mr. C. J .
Isaac, at Loughborough, on 2 7 May. The late
Mr. T. Spencer informed me on 2 8 August, 1 89 1 ,
of four badgers being caught at Norton by Galby
(Norton Gorse) , two old and two young three were
killed, the other, an old one, escaped . Mr. W. J .
Horn, writing to me in 1 906, says : ‘There is a

badger-earth at Thorpe Langton, and there must be
others in the fo x-coverts, as one reads occasionally of
a badger being killed by the fox-hounds— so recen tly
as in November, 1 906, in Sheepth o rns, a fox-cover
n ear Kibworth . ’
Mr. H . Butler Johnson informs me that a

_badger
was caught in the au tumn of 1 906 in a drain on the
Belton Road near Grace Dieu.

Tha t badgers wil l live in amity with foxes is
vouched fo r by CO1. J . M. Fawcett, who told me
(January, 1 907 ) that many inhabit Hungerton Fo x
holes, and their hoarse cries m ay often be heard at

n ight.
1 8 . Ot ter. Latra [atra, Linn .

Bell— Laird valgan
’

r.

Residen t, but rare. H arley recorded that, in h is
day, it was occasionally found on the banks of the
Rivers Soar, Tren t, andWreak. H e was presen t at
the capture of a female otter and four young ones in
the spring of 1 8 1 7 . The young otters were taken
from a rude lair, matted with rushes and flags, which
the dam had carefu lly conveyed through a hole and
concealed within a decayed pol lard willow on the
banks of the River Soar near to the upper m il ls in
the parish of Loughborough . On being surprised ,
the old otter fought the dogs furiously, and was with
difficu l ty overcome. The young, which had attained
to the size of a large water-rat, were still blind .
‘J . writing in the c '

certcr Cb mzic/c andMercury,
2 8 February, 1 8 8 5 , men tioned that a large otter,
stuffed and in a case

,
had been at the Narborough Inn

fo r many years past, andwas believed to have been shot
by the late Mr. W. Sanso m e . In 1 8 8 5 I cal led at

the Narborough Inn, when the late Miss San so m e

kindly showed me the above-men tioned specimen
large

, but wretched ly moun ted it was shot between
fifty and sixty years before . The Leicester Museum
formerly possessed one killed near Enderby, on
2 8 September, 1 849 . Mr. N. C. Curzon , of Lock
ingto n H all, informed me that a large female otter
was killed there in Oc tober, 1 8 7 7 . Loughborough
seems to have kept up its breed o fotters since Harley’s
time fo r se eing a notice in the local pape rs as to the

shooting by the water-keeper of two young otters in
the R iver Soar

,
near the ‘Big Meadow,’ Lough

borough
,
one evening in March, 1 884, I sen t a

telegram on the 2 2 nd to Mr. Dakin , a fishm o nger o f

that town, hoping to get the specimens fo r the
museum, and received a reply : ‘Two were kil led ,
bu t on ly one obtained. There are more abou t . ’
The late Mr. R . Widdowson, writing on 6 February ,
1 8 8 5 , said I heard last week of one be ing seenat

Brentingby I h ad one some years ago from the same
locality.’ Mr. H . Smith, of Burton Street, Melton
Mowbray, informed me, in November, 1 8 8 5 , that
there were a good many ot ters in that neighbourhood,
both above and below Bishop’s Mil l .’ The late
Dr. Macaulay sen t me a note given by the Rev. H .

Parry
,
of Tugby Vicarage, of a fine dog ot ter kil led

1 9 December, 1 88 8 , in the Eye Brook, between Lo d~
dingtou Redd itch and ‘Tugby Bushes. ’ Lucas, the
keeper at Stapleford Park, appears to have seen several
there, and reports that in 1 8 8 7 he shot a female, and
saw as many as five at one time du ring that year. H e

also caught o ne on 8 March, 1 8 89 , and saw a very
fine one on 7 April of the same year. On 2 5 April ,
1 8 89, a female and two cubswere kil led at Narborough
Bogs, andwere chronicled in the Leicester papers. A

female specimen in the Leicester Museum was killed
whilst coming from its lair on land belonging to
Mr. H ill , on the ban ks of the Soar, ‘Old Nook, ’
Syston , on 1 2 August

,
1 89 1 . Mr. H . Smith , of

Mil l Lane, Melton Mowbray, obtained a young
specimen, abou t one stone in weight, on 2 8 January,
1 89 2 . Mr. F . Bo uskell informed me that he saw an

otter in the canal ized River Soar, halfway between
Barrow and Loughborough, on 1 0 April, 1 89 2 ,
when in company with Messrs. S. and W. H arris.

Mr. W. H ubbard
,
grazier, of Brentingby, shot a

very fine ot ter on the River Eye , near Burbage ’s new
covert

,
in Oc tober,

The late Dr. Macau lay informed me that there was

an otter in the bro o k at Kibworth on 2 7 December,
1 89 3 , and the brook being in flood, he thought the
an imal had probably come up from theWelland, some
eight miles below. In 1 89 2 a mal e otter, and in 1 894
a female, were shot in the Narborough Bogs, and

presen ted to the Leicester Museum by Mr. J . Taylor.

The Rev. H ugh Parry told me that the keeper,
Charles Spencer, kil led a fine dog otter on 2 3 April ,
1 894, at Tugby. Mr. T. B. Cartwright , writing
circa 1 89 5 from the M ill H ouse, Loughborough ,
informed me that he had secured two ot ters shot in
the Soar at Loughborough . Mr. F. Cric k records a

dog otter caught in 1 89 7 by a shepherd and h is do g

in the smal l brook runn ing by the golf-lin ks, Cosby .
I t had killed fourteen young ducks.

RODENTIA

1 9 . Squirrel. Sciaru: mum m y , Kerr.

Bel l— Sciam r vulgaris.

Residen t and generally distribu ted, and has been
seen so near Le icester as in a field close to Aylestone
Mill on 24 October, 1 8 8 5 . A curious, though not
very uncommon, example, exhibiting malformation
of the teeth in this an imal, was presen ted to the
Leicester Museum by Mr. R . Wingate, on 1 8 April

1 8 76 . In this specimen the upper incisors have
be come prolonged and curved in to a half-circl e.
No locality is given with the specimen

,
and I there

fore assume it to have been a caged animal
,
fed

,

doubtless, upon food too soft to allow the natural
grinding of th e teeth necessary to preven t such m alfo r

mation . A young squ irrel caught near Narbo ro ugh was
kept in captivity fo r about six years

, in the family of
9 Da ily M ercury ,

1 2 Oct. 1 892.
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Mr. Lees, of Castl e Street, H inckley, being fed on
sopped bread and other soft food . Towards the end
of its l ife

, so I am informed, an extra claw o r two
appeared on one of its fore-feet (the left one my info r
man t believes) , and th is grew to abou t three times as

large as any of the others. I addressed Mr. Lingham

Lees on the subject, and he replied : ‘The growth
on the squ irrel ’s foot was a perfect toe with an abuor
mal ly large claw. All who saw it wil l agree with me
that this was the case .’ Mrs. Perry H errick, writing
in April, 1 8 89, informed me that squ irrels used to
come fo r some years to take nu ts from l ittle stone
boxes which had be en placed fo r them outside the
windows at Beaum ano r

,
but they had th en left o ff

coming fo r some years. The last one I saw ran across
the road, when I was driving between St. George’s,
Swannington and Staun ton Harold, in October, 1 906 .

I t afterwards return ed to a large ash-tree overhanging
the road, and watched my progress from h is coign of
van tage. Mr. W. J . H orn, writing to me in 1 906,
men tions having once watched a squ irrel searching the
ivy o f a dwelling-house. When it found a house
sparrow’s nest it apparen tly searched the in terior fo r
eggs. The late Dr.Macaulay reported ‘a pure white
squ irrel

,
with pin k eyes (albino), in the possession of

the Rev. A. Matt hews
,
which was caught by a spaniel

in Gumley Wood on 2 5 November,

20. Dormouse. Murcarcl z
'

nur ao cllaaariw, Linn .
Bell— Myoxw ao cllarzariw.

Lo call Hazel-Mouse, Tufted—tail Mouse.
Rare. H arley wrote No t common . Met

with in a small wood which lies against Ravenstone
andNorman ton-o n-H eath,’ but in no other woods of
the coun ty did he discover it. The late Mr. Wid
dowson wrote, in 1 8 8 5

-‘Not heard of fo r a

certain ty, save one brought in a load of o ak-bark.

’

The late Mr. Ingram informed me in 1 88 5
‘that he

had never met with it.’

2 1 . Brown Rat. Mus decuwanur, Pallas.
Lo cally, Common Rat.

I ts distribution in the coun ty is unfortunately too
general . Varieties occasionally occur. Mr. H . A. Payne
informed me that a very l ight cream-colou red rat was
kil l ed in Martinshaw Wood, in 1 8 76 , and was in the
late Lady Stamford ’s possession . The late Mr. A.

Paget presen ted to the museum a wh ite example
,

which was captured in h is garden in West Street
,

on 6 November, 1 8 86 . The specimen was a female.
Varieties such as these must not

,
however

,
be con

founded with the white rats so often kept as pets ;
these singu larly enough— so Mr. O ldfield Thomas
t ells me— being albinos of the black rat.

Relative to the latter species
, Mr . F . T. Mott

recorded a rather in teresting young, dark variety of
the common rat caught at New Parks,’ in the early
part of 1 8 86 as a bona-fidc example of Mu: rattru .

’

Th is he exhibited to section ‘D ’ of the Society on
1 5 September, 1 8 86 . The Specimen , which by the
kindness of the owner, C. Adcock, I have been enabled
to examine

,
is dark brown above and light brown

underneath, and except in size of body
,
does not

resemble the black rat, the length of the ears being
1
9
5
m. as Opposed to

1
9
5
in . occurring in two of the

9 Trans. L eic. L it. and Pbil. Sat. J an. 1 887, p. 3 9 .
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latter species which I received in the flesh from
London ; the less breadth of the ears is also very
marked, and the length of the tail is on ly 5 } in . as

opposed to
An enormous male specimen shot with a bullet
from a

'

41 0 walking-stick gun at Blaby Villa on
7 March, 1 8 89, by Mr. W. A. Vice

,
was presen ted

by him to the Leicester Museum.

Mr. W. J . H orn , writing at the end of 1 906, said
that he had recen tly seen a rat running abou t the
upper branches of a h igh o ak tree with the agil ity of
a squirrel, and when h is terriers surprised one in a

hedge-bot tom, it ran to the topmost twigs of the thorn
fence. H e adds : ‘Rats also dive well

,
keeping under

water even longer than a water-vole
,
in fac t till quite

exhausted.’

[Black Rat. Mm ratfw, Linn .
Not men tioned by Potter, and probably long
extinct in the coun ty, despite the assertion of its
having bee n seen in some old cellars in Leicester
within the last twen ty years.’ The late Rev. Andrew
Matthews, who resided in Leicestershire thirty
four years, had never heard of its occurrence, and the
late Mr. Widdowson and Mr. Ingram

,
writing

in February, 1 8 8 5 , were likewise agreed as to its
extinction in this coun ty. Indeed

,
anyone acquain ted

with the history of the black rat in this coun try must
know how un likely it is to occur

,
except in ancien t

seaports. Vide note on the preceding species .]

1°M id. Nat. 1 884, p. 302 .

2 2 . House-Mouse. Mu: muscular
, Linn .

Far too common . Several specimens of a curious
variety were caught at Kibworth on 2 3 March, 1 8 8 5 ,
in taking down a co rnstack belonging to Mr. Buzzard .
One of them was of a dingy white

,
with the exception

of the back, which retained fain t traces of original
mouse-colour, caused by the tips of the hairs being of a
dusky whity-brown . As the Specimen was placed in
spirits I was unable to judge if the eyes were pink o r

black, but they appeared to be of the lat ter colour
and indeed this h as since been stated to be the case.
Whether a cross between escaped albino mice and
the common mouse, o r merely an acciden tal variety

,

it is hard to say, but as the owners of th e house do not
appear to have ever kept ‘white mice

,

’ the presum p
tion is in favour of the lat ter supposition . Mr.W. J .
H orn writes in 1 906 These also climb wel l.
Many people who have creepers trained all over a

house wonder how it is m ice are found in the bed
rooms.’ Two curious nests made from tow and string
and bu ilt in poppy-heads, were presen ted in 1 899, to
the Leicester Museum

,
by Mr. E . W. Squires of thatp lace.

2 3 . Long-tailed Field-Mouse. Mu: sylvaticus, Linn .
Locally,Wo od-Mouse.

Residen t and generally distribu ted. Harley recorded
that, in 1 846 , he examined the win ter retreat of one
of these mice near Bradgate Park

,
and was astonished

at the quan tity o f stores which had been carried in ,
and which he compu ted at the fourth part of an
imperial bushel. I received one from ‘

Belvoir on
4 July, 1 8 8 5 , and since then I found o ne dead on a

small grass plot at a house, so near to the town as

the Aylestone Road
, and another on 1 1 December,

1 8 8 8 . Mr. J .Whitaker records a pale cream-coloured
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in to the Abbey Park, Leicester, these pests became so
numerous in 1 8 8 7 , that it was necessary to exterm i
nate them

,
and hence resu l ted the novel spectacle of

smal l shooting parties in the heart of Leicester ; and

as
, through the existence of brushwood and the
presence of on lookers chiefly street arabs — the
rabbits were not very easy to h it

,
the unsu ccessful

gunnerswere considerably cheered and refreshed by the
runn ing fire of criticisms indulged in by the spectators.
Malformations and varieties constan tly occur, and
the museum donation-book records the presen tation

,

on 1 8 October, 1 8 5 1 , by Mr. J . Kn ight, of Ayle

UNGU

3 0. Red Deer. Carma clap/: ur, Linn .
Lo cally, Stag, H art (mal e) , H ind (female) , Calf
(young) .

Of early Pleistocene Age , and has survived as a

species un til the presen t time
,
being semi-domesticated

in a few parks in the coun ty ; nowhere more
numerous than at Bradgate Park

,
where it breeds.

Nothing apparen tly is known of its in troduction , and
it is extremely probable that the deer now to be seen
there m ay be the descendan ts of ancient herds.

Some in teresting figures o f these deer are given
in a book written abou t 1 840 by a Mr. John
Martin of Steward ’s Hay.

" A fine specimen of a
Royal Stag was shot at Bradgate in 1 8 8 1 , expressly
fo r the Leicester Museum, fo r which it was subse

quen tly mounted.
3 1 . Fal low-Deer. Cert/us dama, Linn .

Locally, Buck (male) , Do e (female), Fawn
(young).

Residen t and breeding in semi-co nfinem ent in the
1 5 Skcrcbcs qfDeer in Bradga te Park, by an A mateur.
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A H ISTORY OF LEICESTERSHIRE

Leicester, are both suggestive o f the lat ter end o f the S tone Age , o r even the

early part o f the B ronze period. The po lished flin t c elt , with flat sides and
measu ring 5 } in . in l ength , found near Loughborough , is perh ap
related to the Neolithic than to the Bronze Age . But it i

pronounc e positively upon separate an tiqu ities found at differen t part s o f th e
coun ty, and wit hou t data as to their environmen ts . At Leic ester

,
however,

we have the importan t record o fa discovery which indicates the survival o f
an obj ec t o f the S tone Age through many c en turies . A fragmen t o fa flin t c el t
was there found buried in the earth at a depth o f 1 2 ft. , bu t it oc cu rred in
assoc iation with obj ec t s o f the Roman

,
and perhaps even Saxon

,
period.

Sir John Evans disc overed at Osbasto n a mu l ler fo r c ru sh ing c orn , wh ich ,
perhaps, m ay be at tribu ted to the Neo lithic Age , bu t it migh t equal ly wel l
belong to the same period as the qu ern-stone o f bee-hive shape found at

Breedon
,
whose period is sufficien t ly indicated by the iron pin s which were

found in assoc iation with it.

Arrow-heads o fflin t , and presumably o f the lat ter part o f the Neo lith ic
period, o r the earlier part o f the Bronze Age , have been found at Spinney
H il l

,
near Leic ester, and at Moun tsorrel ; the former being leaf-shaped, th e

lat ter barbed.

Variou s other forms o fflin t and s ton e implemen ts
,
o f regu lar Neo lith ic

type
,
have been found at Aylestone

,
Sou th Croxton , Kirby Muxloe

,
N o seley,

Shackerston e
,
Stoney Stan ton

,
Swith land

,
Witherley

,
and elsewhere

,
and par

tic ulars o f them wil l be found in the topographical list at the end o fthe presen t
artic le .

The on ly trac e o fmegalith ic remain s in Leic estershire, apparen t ly, is, o r
rather was

,
the mono lith standing 7 ft. h igh and 3 ft. in the ground, which

formerly existed near th e ru in s o fLeic ester Abbey . I t was popularly known
as St . John ’s S ton e

,
and local topographers ’ were inc lined to regard it as an

obj ec t in some way connec ted with Dru idical rites.

THE BRONZE AGE

The Bronze Age is a convenien t term now general ly u sed to distingu ish
the stage in advanc ing cu l tu re when m an employed metal too l s

,
implemen ts

,

and weapons in h is variou s pu rsu its . I t mu st be regarded as on e o f the
progressive steps by which m an advanced from ignoranc e to an early stage
o f c ivilization . A l though variou s suggestion s have been made as to th e period
which is c overed by the Bronze Age , it is at onc e safer and more c onven ien t
fo r o u r pu rpose to treat it as a phase o f civilizat ion rather than a definite
period o f time .

The fo l lowing are particu lars o f some o f the more importan t obj ec ts o f

this period found in Leicestershire
In the monumen tal Histo ry of by John Nicho ls , E.S.A

(vo l . iii, pt . there is a fo lio plate on which are engraved il lu stration s o f
twelve bronze obj ec ts , all o fwhich apparen tly were found at Hu sbands Bos
worth . They comprise four looped and socketed c el ts ; two socketed c el ts
withou t loops ; three socketed go uges ; two spear-heads ; and a cu riou sly
shaped obj ec t o f bronze which m ay have been the flat ferru le o f a Spear

Mrs. T. F . Johnson, Glimpse: of d uct. Leic. p. 5 .
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handle . General ly speaking the forms are elegan t and rather more elongated
than one u sual ly finds in artic les o f this period found in England.

I t is
possible , o fcou rse, that the drawing m ay be somewhat inacc u rate. There is
lit t l e known abou t these bronze obj ec ts beyond the fac t that they were dis
covered on 2 3 Dec ember, 1 80 1

, by Matthew Gro c o ck and Jam es Al lam
, o f

Hu sbands Bosworth , abou t 6 ft. below th e surfac e , in a piec e o fland belonging
to Mr. F . F . Tu rvile , cal led Gravel Pit Close . Rec en t inqu iries o f the
presen t represen tatives o f the family have tended to show that they are no t
now preserved in Leic estershire .

A flanged bronze c el t o f smal l size and qu ite early type is figu red in
Nich o ls

’

s and is therein s tated (p . 605 ) to have been found
near the Foss Road in Croft parish The engraving

,
like so many in th is

book which represen t early an tiqu ities, is by no means accurately execu ted,
but it offers so many poin ts o f resemblanc e to a bronze c el t no w in Leic ester
Mu seum ,

and o f unknown provenanc e , that one feels littl e hesitation in
regarding it as having been in tended as a pic tu re o f that implemen t .

Nicho ls‘a l so figures two typical spear— heads o f the Bronze Age , each
socketed and fu rnished with two loops , found on Bosworth Field.

Another discovery o f a Bronze Age obj ec t worthy o f being recorded
is the pals tave fou nd at Bardon H il l , 5 in o r abou t 1 87 5 , and now preserved
in the Leic ester Mu seum . I t is 6 % in . in length

, and weighs three-qu arters
o f a pound.

A bronze dagger o f u nu sual in terest was fou nd in Leic ester some years
since , and is now preserved in the mu seum o f that town .

° The pomme l
con sists o f two pieces o fbone riveted on either side o fa bronze plate , which ,
however, does no t appear to have been c on tinu ou s w ith the blade . Nine
rivets remain at tached to the base o f the blade

, and they are o f differen t
lengths

,
indicat ing that the handl e was made thicker in the middl e than at

the sides
,
a very natu ral and conven ien t arrangemen t . Of n ine rivets in the

bronze plate near the pommel eight remain . The handle was probably made
o fwood, bu t it h as en tirely perished.

A
' pal s tave o f the c ommon form , with c u rved stop-ridge and a loop

which h ad been worn o r broken abou t the middle
,
is figu red in Po tter’s

Cbarnfwo od F o rest.’ I t was fou nd in 1 8 1 8 , du ring plan ting operation s, at
Benscliffe . The writer in describing th e implemen t remarks that it is

supposed to belong to an era mu ch an terior to that o f those having sockets .
The most importan t disc overy o f Bronze Age remain s in Leic estershire

was the hoardfound in 1 8 5 8 at Beacon H il l , Charnwood Forest. The obj ec ts,
which c omprised two spear-heads, one c el t, one gouge , and an armlet, all o f
bronze

,
were fou nd by workmen engaged in cu t ting a drive through the

encampmen t on Beacon Hil l . The an tiqu ities were exhibited at a meeting
o f the Society o f An tiquaries o f London 8 in May, 1 8 5 9 , when it was

Vo l. iv, pt . 2 , plate opposite p. 606 .

Op. c it. iv
,
pt. 2 , plate opposite p. 5 5 7 . To h is brief men tion of the discovery Nichols adds a footnote

on the use of bows and arrows in warfare, from which it is eviden t that he considers the spear head to be of
5
Tram . Leic. Pbil. and Lit. So r. pt . 9, p . 29 Evans, Bronz e Imp. 2 3 1

7 Plate opposite p . 42 . H e adds My own Opinion
,
from a close examination o f the peculiarity of

form and the small size (g in . long) is
,
that it was inserted in a long cleft shaft , and used by the '

Druids fo r cu tting o ff the mistletoe growing on branches too h igh to be reached from the ground . ’
9 Pro f. (set . i), iv, 3 2 2-3 .
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explained
6 ft. by . 3
soil . On examination it was found to
c lay

,
and c harc oal .
The two spear-heads were socketed and pierc ed with rivet-ho l es through

the socket . One , 7 % i n . long, was perfec t , and
.

the o ther, wh ich was broken
,

h ad apparen t ly measu red abou t 6 5 in . in l ength . A gouge, al so socketed and

measuri ng 3gin . long, was found with the spear-heads . -T
_

he c el t . was o f

the socketed variety, narrow and tapering in the waist , with an almos t semi
c ircu lar cu t ting edge , and provided with a single loop .

The arm le t referred to was u nornam
’ en ted and o f smal l size

,
being on ly

3 in . in diameter. I t was fou nd ou tside the inc losu re, at a distanc e o fabou t
fifty yards from the o ther objec ts . I ts shape is what is known as penannu lar,
and the two terminat ion s have been c on siderably th ickened so as to form
irregu lar knobs . According to an accou n t published in it appears
that ‘an anc ien t bat t le-axe was fou nd in plough ing a field at th e foo t o f
Beacon H il l , and that it passed in to the possession o f M iss Watkin son

,
o f

Woodhou se . Subsequ en tly th is obj ec t was brought to London and exhibited
at a meeting o f the Soc ie ty o fAn tiquaries . I t was then found to be a bronze
c el t o fplain , flat, early type , measu ring litt le more than 5 in . in length .

10 I t
doubtless belongs to an early period o f the Bronze Age , whil st the o ther
implemen ts provided with sockets mu s t be plac ed at the latter end o f that
age . The arm l e t

,
o r brac elet , m ay belong perhaps to the early Iron Age .

Roman c oin s and o ther remain s have also been found in the immediate
vic in ity , so there is good reason to believe that this natu ral ly s trong and

easily defended site m ay have been c on tinu ou sly inhabited by su cc essive tribes
from the Bronze Age down to the historic period and, indeed, judging from
the charac ter o f the earthworks , it is no t improbable that it was inhabited
and artific ial ly defended in the Neo lithic Age .

1 1

The site now known as Beacon H il l mu s t always have been on e o fc o n
siderable importanc e when defenc e again s t foes was a con sideration

,
and it is

un l ikely that the Neo lithic people w ou ld have ignored su ch an eminen tly
desirable situation .

In the B ronze Age it was c ertain ly a plac e o f importance
,
and from th e

evidence o f bronze casting in prehis toric times whic h the local discoveries
have fu rnished, there seems no reason why Beacon Hil l shou ld no t be added
to th e c uriou sly limited number o fBronze Age sett lemen ts o r vil lages known
in the kingdom .

The particu lar discovery referred to is a portion o fa bronze c el t mou ld
c on taining trac es o f lead, and now preserved in the mu seum at L eic ester .

"

The lead was doubtless part o fa model u sed in the making o fc lay mou lds in
which bronze c el ts were cast, the lead having first been heated and then
pou red o ff. I t is clear that work su ch as t his implies a very con siderable
amoun t o f skil l and knowl edge o fmetal lurgical proc esses, and indicates that
the craft smen w ere persons o fadvanc ed culture . Some o f the best castings
o f the Bronze Age , espec ial ly castings in the form o f socketed Spear-heads,

T. R . Potter, The Hirr. and J affy. ob amwo od Fo rtrt, 49 .

Proc. Soc. Antiq. (ser. ii), 1
, Evans

, Bro nz e Imp.

" A plan is given in Pot ter’s book just quoted, p . 49 , and m the article on ‘Earthworks ’ in this volume.
Proc. Soc. Antig. (ser. ii, xx) , 2 5 8 .
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series Of punc tures at regu lar in tervals on the waist and at the top and

bot tom edge Of the rim . H ere again , however, the artist m ay have added
details i n a somewhat differen t way from the original .

The po t o r u rn was discovered in the year in the grounds o f the
rec tory hou se at Market Bosworth du ring the work o fgrubbing up a hedge .
It was broken 1n to a number o f piec es , and afterwards deposited by the
Rev . N . P . Smal l in the mu seum at Le ic ester. In 1 8 54, when th e u rn was
figu red in the publication s o f t he Anastat ic Draw ing Soc iety

,
the fragmen t s

c ou ld no t ‘ be found. NO particu lars are forthc oming as to the size Of the
u rn , bu t the general form , as shown in th e drawing, suggests a c ine rary u rn

o fabou t 1 2 in . o r 1 5 in . h igh .

Po t tery Of the Bronze Age is no t partic u larly abu ndan t in Leic estersh ire .
I t is probable that some h as shared t he fate o f that found at Market Bosworth ;
bu t there are a few in teresting piec es in L eic ester Mu seum . These inc lude
a c inerary u rn nearly 6 in . high , found at Aylestone Park ; an u rn Of red

earth , 4} in . h igh , probably a vessel belonging to the c lass known as inc en se
c u ps

,
fou nd at Mou n tsorrel ; a c inerary u rn Of the regu lar B ronze Age

type
, 1 6 3; in . h igh , found at the same plac e , and no w in the mu seum at

Le ic ester ; and a cinerary u rn 1 3 in . h igh
,
fou nd at a barrow cal led Rou nd

H il l
,
at Syston . In addition to these there were tw o vessels o f pot tery ,

presumably o f the Bronze Age , found at Noseley
,
and exhibited at a meeting

o f the Leicestershire Archaeo logical Soc iety in 1 86

THE EARLY IRON AGE

This period, which m ay be said to c ommenc e with the in trodu c tion Of

iron implemen ts , u ten sil s
,
and weapon s in England, and to end with the

Roman invasion and occupation
,
is at onc e the lates t and the most in teresting

Of the archaeo logical divisions o f the preh istoric period. NO definite date
can be asc ribed to the beginn ing o f the early Iron Age , becau se al thou gh it
is known to have c ommenc ed in c en tral and western Eu rope at abou t the
same time

,
and possibly abou t five c en tu ries before the Christian era

,
there

are no c ertain data upon which a precise Opinion on the subjec t can be
formu lated. In Britain , separated as it is from the Eu ropean con tinen t

,
it is

extrem ely likely that the know ledge Of iron m ay have arrived somewhat
later than in o ther region s o fwestern Eu rope .



A HISTORY OF LEICESTERSHIRE .

There is reason to believe that th e art o f working iron , and th e know
“

:

ledge o fits immense superiority over bronze , were brought hither by'

a tribe
o r division o f the great Cel tic family, known as th e B rython s , a name which
is perpetuated in that o f the people who stil l flou rish in these islands .

Gau lish and
‘o ther c on t inen tal influ enc es are c learly shown in th e arts

and indu stries Of the people Of the early Iron Age in Britain , and it is th is
in teresting fac t , perhaps , which gives the chief importanc e

'

to the discoveries
in Leic estersh ire now to be described.

In this cou n ty there have been found several Obj ec t s charac teristic Of the
late Cel tic period, and Of th e greates t archaeo logical importanc e . The first
to be recorded, bo th on acc oun t Ofrarity and in terest , are the remain s o f th e
bronze mou n t s o f a wooden bu cke t found at Moun tsorrel

'

in what h as been
c on sidered a Roman well . Artic les o f this c lass and period are so very rare
that on ly two h ad been previou sly known as having been fou nd in England

,

“

namely
,
one fou nd at Marlborough

,
and one found in th e late Cel tic c emetery

at Aylesford. B o th Of these are con sidered by D r. Arthur Evan s to be
foreign produ c tion s, and in bo th we find ornamen tation o f anth ro m o rph ic

and zoomorph ic charac ter. In the c ase o f the Aylesford bucke t the terminal s
o f the handle by which it is at tached to the bu cke t are human heads . In
the Marlborou gh bu cket there are al so human heads arranged in pairs. In

the Mou n tsorrel example, however, and al so in that next to be desc ribed
,
the

handle at tachmen ts are in the form o f bu l ls’ heads . Zoo morph ic forms Of
th is charac ter are rare

, bu t a bu l l ’s head cas t in so lid bronze was found at

H am H il l
,
Somerset

,

“ in wh ic h is displayed great artistic skil l
,
al though

c onven tion is c arried almost to th e verge o f caricatu re .
The vertic al bronze straps o f the M oun tsorrel bucket are dec orated with

a debased form o f sp iral sc ro l l-work in relief
,
in terrupted at in terval s by

raised rings . The main portion Of th e bu cket , wh ich h as been restored, was
Of c ou rse c omposed o fwooden staves . The handle is o fparticu larly good
workmanship , and c on sists o felegan t bead and reel mou lding .

Ano ther bucket , o r rather the broken remain s Of th e bronze mou n ts and
some fragmen ts o f the wooden staves o f one , were found between Twyford
and Burrough H il l, Leic estershire , in assoc iation , it is said, with a socketed
Spear-head Of iron . The fragmen ts o fwooden staves are fairly wel l preserved,
and amongs t th e variou s piec es Ofmetal is the bronze head Ofa bu l l from
wh ich proj ec t the ears and horn s Of the animal . This wasmanifestly a part Of
the at tachmen t o f the handle to the bucket

,
and it furn ishes an in teresting

paral le l to th e similar, if no t quite iden tical , form on the Mou n tsorrel
Spec imen ju st described.

In general charac ter the L eic estershire bu ckets are c learly o f later date
,

and o fmore debased art, than the examples found in Ken t and Wil tshire ;
and there is good reason to believe that th ey m ay be o f native British work
man sh ip .

The curiou s bronze Obj ec t fou nd at H igh Cross is ano ther charac teristic
relic o f th e late Cel tic o r early Iron Age . I t con sists o f two disks o f metal
c onnec ted by a tu be

,
and m ay possibly have served as th e ornam ental boss Of

the nave o f a chariot wh eel . Examples o f these obj ec ts have been found

J . Romilly Allen , Celtic Art in Pagan and Cbrittian Timer, 1 1 6 .

‘5 Proc. Soc. Andy. xxi, 1 3 3 .
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elsewhere , notably in the East Riding OfYorkshire, at H am H il l, Somerset ,
in Cambridgeshire , and at Pu tney, in M iddlesex, and the general beliefis
that they were in some way attac hed to chario t s, al though it mu st be c onfessed
that the precise method Of attachmen t and the exac t pu rpose equal ly requ ire
fu l ler explanation .

A horse’s bit o f bronze, somewhat similar to the example fou nd near
H u l l

, was Obtained during excavation s in Bath Lane
,
Leicester, in the year

1 87 6 . I t is o f late Celtic charac ter, and possesses three conical poin t s on
the c en tral neck, arranged triangu larly .

Part Of a snaffle-bit Of bronze, likewise o f the late Cel tic period, was
fou nd at Great Easton . I t was at one time regarded as th e guard o fa sword

,

bu t th e late Sir A . Wo l laston Franks iden tified it as similar to several Obj ec t s
fou nd in association with horse trappings at Po lden H il l , Somerset .

I t is a no teworthy fac t that a large proportion o f the metal lic an tiqu ities
Of th e earl y Iron Age are parts o f the harness Ofhorses o r Of the fit tings and
mou n tings o fchario ts .

The B ritish Mu seum possesses one o f the bronze harness-fittings known
as terrets, the pu rpose Of which was bo th to serve as a gu ide-ring fo r th e
rein s, and to add some kind o f ornamen tal enrichmen t to the harn ess .
Whether they ac tual ly served t he pu rpose Of the terrets Of modern times in
ac ting as gu ides o r supports Of the rein s affixed to the co l lar o r saddle o f a

h orse in shafts is, however, somewhat doubtfu l . Generally they were loose
rings o f bronze , ornamen tal in c harac ter, sometimes enamel led, at tached to
and possibly depending from some part o f the leather gear o f the horse .
They m ay, indeed, have been purely ornamen tal ac cessories Of th e harness,
similar in some respec ts to the
brass ornamen t s with wh ich modern
c arters and wagoners delight to
bedeck the harness Of their horses ;
bu t there is no reason to dou bt that
th ey formed parts o fhorse fu rn iture ,
as they are u sual ly found in assoc ia
tion with in termen ts which c o n

tain o ther c lear proofs o f chario t
burials, Occ .

Some examples, su ch as those
from Bapchild“ and Westhal l , Suf
fo lk,‘7 are , o r have been , enamelled.

The example in the British Mu seum BRONz a Tz RRE'r FOUND 1N i c ssr sasm aa (No w m

w hich was fou nd at Leic ester, how TH! BMW "MUSEUM)

e ver, h as never been enriched in
this way, and in general charac ter represen ts a rath er late developmen t, o r
perhaps degradation , in late Cel tic art.

Of the charac teristic forms Of po ttery o f the early Iron Age Leicester
shire has furn ished bu t few examples . Nicho ls, however, in h is h istory Of

the coun ty
,

1 3 figu res a vessel Of somewhat pecu liar form, wh ich in its general
appearanc e

,
and from the cordon s o r raised bands, and very smal l base, is

Pro c. Soc. d affy. xx, 5 7— 9 . Arab. xxxvi, 454—6 .

‘8 Vo l. vi, pt . i, pl . lx .



Wyvil le 1° in the year 1 869 . The grave c on sisted Of slabs Of stone set
up in the form Of a stone c ist, and con tained the skeleton Of an adu l t
person , wit h the leg-bones gathered up, lying on the side, wh ilst

’

so m e

charc oal and ashes were found near it. The size o f the c ist was 3 ft. 6 in .

in l ength , and 1 ft. 1 0 in . in greatest width at the east end it narrowed to
a width Of abou t 1 ft. , wh ils t the west end terminated in th e form o f the
bow o f a boat . Three slabs Of iron ston e, ingen iou sly pu t together, inc losed
the north side Of th e grave ; another slab o f stone was plac ed across the
eastern end, and th e sou th part was bu il t up Of small s tones

,
making a kind

o frubble wal l .
The c ist was fou nd at a dep th Of6 ft. below the su rfac e o f the chu rch

yard
,
and on the spo t where th e sou th aisle o f the Norman church formerly

stood— a situ ation which suggests the possibility o f th e bu rial being Of

Norman o r mediaeval date . The c ircumstanc es Of the burial , however, the
c rou ched-up position o f th e skeleton , th e assoc iated ashes and charcoal

,
and

the method in which the c ist was c on stru c ted, all poin t with c onc lu sive
unan imity to a prehistoric origin .

ANCI ENT BR ITI SH COINS

Of the few anc ien t British c oin s found in Leic estershire on e o r two are
o fc on siderable in terest .

An u n in scribed go ld coin found at Hal laton belongs to a type which is
particu larly worthy Of no te from the fac t that it proves the derivation o f the
c ru c iform ornamen t wh ich occu rs on the c oin s o fTasc io vanus and Andro
c o m ius from the lau reate bu sts o f the early c oin s . Sir John Evan s poin t s o u t
that the obverse (c on sisting Ofc ru ciform ornamen t o f two wreaths with two
Open c resc en ts back to back , and locks Ofhair in the angl e spac es) resembles
the coin s fou nd at Wonersh ; whils t the reverse (c omprising a fairly well
shaped horse , a radiated pelle t , perhaps the sun , and a wheel below th e horse)
is more nearly c onnec ted with the Whaddon Chase c oin s o f Buckingham
shire .
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ne celt, 65 in . lon g and 3 in . w ide at th e cu t tingedge, found in th e Abbey Meadow,
[M. Brown e, op. c it.

.en t of fl in t c elt fou nd buried 1 2 ft. deep accom pan ied by Obj ec ts of R om an o r even
11 age . [Pro c. So c. Antiq. (ser. 2) i, 249 ; Evans, Sto ne Imp.

at ed axe 7 in . long, fou nd in t h e c emetery at Leic es t er. [Evans, Sto ne Imp. 2 o o .]
-h eads

,
bot h lea f-shaped and barbed, have been found in t h e n eighbou rhood of

[Evans, Sto ne Imp.

dagger
,
w it h pomm el com po sed of two piec es o f bon e riveted o n either side o fa

Th is spec im en belongs to t h e early part of the Bron z e Age . [Evans, Bro nze

dagger, 1 21411 . in len g th, fou nd 1 2 ft . deep in t h e Abbey Meadow
, L eic ester.

icester Museum . It is ch iefly remarkable fo r t h e large siz e of its rivets.
fa horse-bit of lat e Celtic workmansh ip (resem bling th e fin e exam ple fou nd at R ise,
found abou t 1 8 76 in Bat h Lan e, L eicester. [Tram Leic. Arc/pit. and Arch. So c.

ifbu rn t clay sim ilar to tha t fou nd at Barrow-o n-Soar, bu t rat h er more oval in form .

Inker fo r fishing.

n OfTasc io vanus
,
u n inscribed, but Otherwise resem bling those inscribed TAXCI

,

c icester. [Evans, Brit. Co ins, 2 29,
a H ILLs.— Flin t scraper fou nd h ere . [M. Brown e

,
op. c it.

EY H ILL — Flin t arrow-h ead
,

Of leaf shape
,
and fl in t scrapers fou nd h ere.

e
,
op . c it.

— Grou nd flin t celt
,
with flat sides

,
in . long. [Evans, Sto ne Imp. I

1 ston e celt of oval sec t ions fou n d n ear Lou ghborou gh . [Evans, Sto ne Imp,
cien t British gold coin of t h e type pl. A,

NO . I 1
,
of E vans

,
Brit. Co ins

,
was fou nd

4. [Evans, Brit. Co ins,
iRTH .

—Bl‘0n z e Age v essel, probably a cin erary u rn, n ow lost . [Anasta tic D rawing
tion fo r
—Barbed flin t arrow-h ead

,
of rat her heavy type

,
was fou nd here

, 7 o r 8 ft. [M.

c it.

Ag? vessel of red eart h 2&in . high, and 41» in . e x ternal diam eter
,
probably an

It has ornamen tal in cisions on th e ou tside of th e regular herrin g-bon e type, so

c of th e Bron z e Age . It is now in t h e mu seum at Le icester. [M. Brown e
,

excava tion here, gen erally kn own as a R oman well, were fou nd a fin e Bron z e Age
h igh

,
and fragm en ts Of two very im portan t lat e Celt ic bu ckets, consistin g of bron z e

)S
,
and a well—shaped handle, w it h ornam en ts in th e form of a bu ll’s h ead at t he
e t he handles were at tac hed to t he bucke ts. These art icles are n ow in Leicester

c elt and two vessels
_

o f po t t ery fou nd h ere
,
draw ings of which w ere, ex h ibit ed at a

t h e Leic ester Arch it ec tural and Archaeological Soc iety, 30 Nov em ber, 1 863 .

swere at that time in t he possession of Sir A . G. Haz lerigg, bart. The po t t ery
vas o f th e Bron z e Age, th e ornam en t b ein g in the form of z igz ags and parallel
ans. Leic. So c. ii, 2 7
ie mu ller fo r crush ing c orn

,
&c .

,
found by Sir John Evans. [Evans, Sto ne

Old Fosse R oad).— Greenston e c elt fou nd h ere in 1 85 9, no w in L eic es t er

—Grou nd ston e cel t
,
form erly in t he po ssession ofMr. [N ichols,H ist.

- 1



[N ichols, H ist. Leic. iv, pt . 1 , pl . lx , 4o o .]
fl in t celt

,
and perforat ed ston e axe .

by natural hole
,
now preserved in
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forest land, and beyond the va l ley o f the Soar we have evidenc e o f not hing
deno ting occ upation du ring the Roman era bu t the b o ards o f c oin s bu ried in
Charnwood Forest, and smal l misc ellaneou s finds su c h as spear-heads and Odd

c oin s, wh ic h do no t denote any settlemen t. A long the c ou rse o f the Roman
roads, however, remain s are natural ly to be found. On the Wat ling Street ,
which forms th e sou th-western bou ndary Of the c ou n ty , are the station s o f
Tripo ntium ,

Veno nae , and M andu essedum
,
wh ic h

,
lying on bo th sides o f the

road, are each partly in th is c ou n ty and part ly in Warwickshire . On th e
Fosse Way, which al so passes throu gh Ven o nae o r H igh Cross, there is th e
town o f Ratae o r Leic ester, and along the val ley Of the Soar, west and north
o f Leic ester, there were probably villas Of some importanc e at D anett

’

s Hal l ,
Westc o tes, Ro thley, Mou n tsorrel , and Barrow-u pon-Soar. The eastern side
o f the c oun ty is almos t as equal ly devoid o f remain s Of the Roman period as

the western . There are traces o f vil las at Market Harborough and Med

bou rne , in the val ley o f the Welland, and at Wymondham . With the
exc eption o fWymondham all the vil las men tioned lay in the val leys o f the
Soar and the Welland

,
sites selec ted no doubt in order that the produ c e o f the

lands migh t be distribu ted by water. These vil las were the properties o f large
landowners

,
sometimes Roman s

,
bu t more Often probably Romanized Briton s ,

wh o lived in the hou ses
,
c au sed the lands immediately round them to be

cu l tivated by the ir slaves
,
and le t the rest to the half serf co lo ni. The hou ses

were Of types su itable to th is c limate , and on ly to be fou nd in Britain and

northern Gau l . The simpler
,
and general ly the smal ler, o f these was the

c orridor hou se , wh ich c on sisted Ofa ro w Ofrooms with a passage o r c orridor
ru nn ing along one side o f it. The o ther type was the c ourtyard hou se , c o n
sisting o fthree row s Of similar rooms, and passages forming t hree sides Of a

square , with an open c ou rtyard in the middle . Bo th types were seldom
,
if

ever, c arried h igher than the grou nd floor .

N0 l ess than ten hoards Of c oin s have been fou nd in th e c ou n ty ; o f these
the dates o f th e c oin s have no t been rec orded fo r two, Kibworth and Market
Bosworth that at H inckley canno t have been hidden earlier than A .D . 1 80

one at Edmondthorp
'

e possibly as late as A .D . 3 8 3 , and one at L eic ester
A .D . 42 3 one at Lu tterworth no t earlier than A .D . 1 3 8 , and ano th er one at
L eic ester no t later than A .D . 3 3 7 . The remaining three, those found at Ashby
de-la-Zou ch

,
Lou ghborough

,
and Lu t terworth

,
c omprise c oin s dating between

A .D . 2 5 7 and 2 7 5 .

I t is perhaps worthy Of remark that b o ards, o f which th e date o f th e
lates t c oin s is approximate ly the same as that Of those last referred to

,
are no t

infrequ en t . 5 The natu ral reason to be assigned fo r th e depositing o fhoards is
that they were hidden as treasure

,
to avoid loss by plunder during a disturbed

c ondition o f th e c ou n try. A systematic investigation Of th e evidenc e Of

su ch hoards wou ld probably throw c onsiderable light upon the history o f

the times to which they refer. Those
,
h owever, now u nder c on sideration

5 In D erbyshire, at Crick, two such hoards have been found , the covering dates being respec tively
2 50— 70 and 26 5

— 8 at Eyam one hoard , 2 5 3
— 8 2 ; at Langworth, 2 5 3

—
7 5 ; and at Wirksworth, n.c .

2 9
—A.D . 2 7 5 V.C.H . Derb. i

,
2 56

— 6 2 . In Warwickshire, at Knowle, 2 5 3
—
7 3 at Chalvesto n , 2 5 3— 8 3

and at Nuneaton
, 70

— 26 7 ; V.C.H . Warw. i, 247 . In Northan ts, at H ardingstone
,
2 50

— 80 ; and at

Wootton , 2 5 3— 6 8 ; V.O.H . Nortlzants, i, 2 1 7 , 2 2 2 . In Bedfordshire, at Flitwick, 2 68-7 3 , and at Lu ton ,
1 96

— 2 70 ; V.C.H . Beds. ii. In Yorkshire, at Nunburnholme, small brass, 2 5 3
— 7 5 and in Sussex

,

at Eastbourne, near Beachy H ead, 2 5 3— 7 5 Sass. Area. Co ll. xxx i, 20 1 .

1 80



as that to wh ich hidden hoards o fc oin s m ay be expec ted to belong.

Several camps with earthen defenc es exis t in the cou n ty and are attri

bu ted to the Roman period because o f their shape o r fo r some o ther reason in

some c ases
,
however, they are probably o fan earlier date

,
and were u tilized

perhaps by the natives as habitation s, o r possibly on ly as cat tl e shelters ;
among these m ay be men tioned Burrow-o n-the-H il l , Hal laton , H ungerton ,
and Market Harborough , wh ich , from the remain s found in them

,
seem to

have been inhab ited.

The his tory OfRomano-British Leic estersh ire , however, c en tres rou nd
t he chief town Ratae o r Leic ester, Ofwh ich a detailed acc ou n t wil l here be
given .

LEICESTER

The position o fLeic ester is wel l adapted fo r th e site Ofa Roman town ,
being situated on the great Roman track known as the Fosse Way, and

pro tec ted and supplied with water by the Soar on the north and west sides .
I ts iden tity with the Roman c ity o f Ratae seems to have been u niversal ly
acknow ledged sinc e th e disc overy o f a miles ton e at Thu rmaston in th is
c ou n ty .

1 There seems to be l itt l e evidenc e Of any permanen t settlemen t at

Leic ester before the time o f the Roman occ upation
,
al though it is probable

that su ch a set tlemen t existed, as the Roman s general ly bu il t their town s on
sites previou sly occup ied by the Briton s , and L indum (Linc o ln) and R h age o r

Ratae (Leic ester) , according to P tolemy , as before men tioned, w ere the tw o

towns o f the Co ritani o r Co ritavi
,
a British tribe . A portion o f what is

probably a boundary bank o f the late Celtic period, known as Row o r R aw

Dykes, exists to the sou th o f the town
, bu t no thing h as been discovered which

wou ld indicate more than a general occ upation o f the distric t before the
Romano-British period.

“ We m ay dismiss th e fabu lou s story Of the c ity o f

King Lear bu il t in n.c . 800,
as having no surer foundation than th e fert ile

imagination o f the twelfth-c en tu ry chron ic ler, Geoffrey o f Monmou th .

What evidence we possess seems to poin t to th e Roman settlemen t having
been o f an early date . I t m ay perhaps be c onj ec tured that su ch a sett lemen t
exis ted before the middle o f the first c en tury from an inscription on a roof
tile fou nd at Le ic ester in 1 8 54,

which h as roughly scratched upon it the
let ters L . VIII , fo r Legio V I I I . Herr Hubner suggests that th e inscription
shou ld be read L . VI I I I , as there is no evidenc e that the Eighth Legion was
ever in Britain , bu t the Nin th Legion (H ispana) was at Linco ln u nder Osto riu s

Gibbon , Roman Empire, cap. xi.

See under ‘Thurmaston in Topographical Index at the end of this article.



Ratae h ad no t the privil eges o f the munz
'

cipizem o fVeru lam o r the co lo niae
o fCo lchester, Linc o ln , Glou cester, and York , bu t it h ad a mu nicipal organi
z atio n o f a lower kind

,
and was governed probably by the senate and

magistrates o f th e tribe .‘ No doubt it h ad a forum with a basilica fo r the
accommodation o f magistrates, traders , and o thers, and po ssibly al so baths
and in the fou rth cen tury the town was pro tec ted by a wall . In size it was
perhaps on e o f the smal ler town s o f its type , being abou t half th e size o f

Silchester and mu ch smal ler than Wroxeter and Cirenc ester, but almost twic e
as large as Bath . Of its inhabitan t s we are prac tical ly withou t information .

From the remain s hitherto fou nd there is no thing to indic ate particu lar
weal th o r poverty, ifanyth ing they wou ld poin t to prosperity withou t great
w eal th . The on ly indication s o f the occupation o f the town smen are t hree
c ru c ibles and bone-work whic h refer to trades whic h are c ommon to all

town s .
The references to Ratae by P to lemy, and that on the mileston e at Thur

maston , show that th e town was in existenc e in A .D . 1 20— 1 and this is
c orroborated by the evidenc e o f the archaeo logical and architec tural remain s.
The series OfRoman c oin s begin s with those o fCaligu la (A .D . 3 7 bu t

c oin s are no t found in any qu an tities till we reach those o f the late part o f
the first and the early part Of th e sec ond c en tu ries . The po t ters ’ marks on
the Samian ware , whic h have been recorded, show a predominanc e o f

recogn ized marks o f the first c en tu ry (th irty-eigh t in number) , bu t th ere are

also a c on siderable qu an tity o f th e sec ond c en tury (thirty in number) . The
arch itec tu ral details show more surely that probably by the time o f Hadrian

(A .D . 1 1 7
—
3 8) Ratae h ad bu ildings o fsome architec tural pretension s. The

prosperity o f the town apparen tly c on t inu ed, and reached its heigh t abou t
the time Of Con stan tine (A .D . 3 06 fo r it is to this period that th e
greatest number Of the c oin s and the greater but no t the better part o f th e
arch itec tural detail s belong.

Plan and A rebitectzeral R emains.
— Ratae appears to have been rec tangu lar

in shape
,
measu ring from north to sou th ft. and from east to west

ft. , the area being between forty and fifty acres, and th e c ircumferenc e
nearly two miles . The mediaeval wal l s o fLeic ester ran along Soar Lane and
Sauvy Gate on the north , Church Gate and Gal low-tree Gate on t h e east

,

M il l ston e Lan e and Horsefair Street on the sou th , and there seems no reason
to doubt that th ey were bu il t on th e foundation s o f the Roman wal ls

, if

indeed the Roman walls were no t t hemselves u tilized. D r. Stukeley
,
writing
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trac ed
,
espec ial ly at Sauvy Gate, where th e ditch ou tside the wall cou ld be

seen in the garden s th ereabou ts ,‘and in h is plan Of the town he marks the
site o f th e Roman walls along the streets above men tioned. With regard to the
s ite o f the west wal l there h as been some doubt , bu t the general c on sensu s o f
expert opinion is that it ran in lin e north and sou t h with the great mass Of

Roman masonry cal led th e Jewry Wal l s till existing, and trac es o ffou ndation s
which are supposed to have been c on tinuation s o f the same to th e north and

sou th have been found, bu t u nfortunately have been in sufficien t ly rec orded.

“

The sites o f the Roman gates on the north , east, and sou th sides are

unc ertain , bu t it is probable that th e gate s Of the mediaeval town , namely,
North Gate , East Gate o r Humberstone Gate

,
and Sou th Gate

, c orresponded
in pos ition with those Ofthe Roman era. Th e Western Gate o f the mediaeval
town is shown in Speed’s m ap Of 1 660 to be standing at the Jewry Wal l, and
there c an be little doubt that th is Roman bu ilding

,
still in existenc e , was the

West Gate o f the Roman town . As this h as a plan 7 qu ite un like that o f
the u sual type o f c ity gates , and is al so th e on ly existing relic in situ above
ground o f Roman Ratae , it m ay be wel l to give some lit tl e detail o f it.

I t mu s t be u nderstood that the town wal l ran fo r its l ength in a c o n

tinu o u s line from north to sou th , bu t in the c en tre o f that lin e fo r a Spac e o f
74 ft. it was c arried on at a l ess thickn ess than u sual, viz . abou t 4ft.
Again st th is length o f74ft. an arc ade o f fou r arches was bu il t

,
either bu t ting

again s t the dimin ished wal l o r bonded in to it. These arches are abou t 5 ft . in

dep th ; 8 the sou thern is 1 4 ft. 6 in . in w idth , the next two 1 2 ft. each , and the
northern is on ly 6 ft. 3 in . w ide . Betw een the two middle ones the pier
dividing them is o fcon siderable size , showing a fac e 1 1 ft. wide in which is a
n iche probably in tended fo r the statu e o f some divin ity, possibly Of M inerva,
th e pro tec tress o f the gate s o f c ities .9

‘In the back wall o f these tw o m iddle arches are th e two gateways . They
are o f smal l size

,
on ly abou t 7 ft. 6 in . wide , and are very singu larly plac ed,

fo r in stead o f piercing the back wal l in the c entre o f each arch , in the sou th
arch the gateway is j ammed again s t the sou th ang le

,
wh ile in the north it is

similarly bu t ted agains t the north angle . The reason fo r th is arrangemen t
m ay be fou nd perhaps in the nec essity fo r providing suffic ien t room fo r the
doors o f these gateways when they were thrown Open to lie back agains t the
masonry . One fac t seems to c onfirm this view,

w hich is that th e plin th o r

base , having a general proj ec tion o f I ft. 2 in . , which ran at the foo t o f the
arc ade , is c u t Off at th e north and sou th angles o f the middle arches respec
tively. H ad it been c on tinu ed withou t these breaks it wou ld have b locked
th e gateways . How the doors Of the gateways were hu ng it is n ow
impossible to say from the inju ries the struc ture h as received. Of the two
ou ter arc hes l itt le can be said. The sou th ern is somewhat wider than the
o thers

,
bu t does no t differ from them exc ept in dep th . I t h as been supposed

Stukeley
,
I tin. Cur . i

,
1 03 .

In 1 8 7 6 , whilst making a tunn el from Messrs. Rust’s yard, St. Nicholas Street, to the River Soar, it is
sa id that the ancien t ditch o r fosse was pierc ed which marked the western boundary of Ra tae. A massive
stonewall was, it is said, cut through at a dep th of 3 3 ft. from the surface

,
andwas though t to be part ofthewest

wall Leic. d rcb. So c. v, 41 n.

The following accoun t of the Jewry Wall o r West Gate has been contribu ted by Mr. G. E. Fo x,
H o n . NLA. Oxon . P.S.A.

With the exception of the sou th ernmost, which is 7 ft . 6 in . deep .
Such a n iche m ay be seen at the Sea Gate of Pompeii it originally held a sta tue of h i in erva.
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that it served as a guard-hou se, but it is too shal low fo r any wal l to have
inc losed it fo r this purpose. The north ern arc h is mu ch narrower than the
Others . The back wal l is pierced by two loops, eviden t ly in tended fo r the
pu rpose o f watching the approac hes . The height Of the arc hes is I 9 ft. ,
the wal l above them another 6 ft. , making al together 2 5 ft. to the rampart
walk— abou t the u sual heigh t Of Roman c ity-wal ls in this c oun try . TO th is
mu s t be added 4ft. fo r the height o f the parapet wal l s and embrasu res .

‘The wal l is o f the u su al c on struc tion , viz . the body composed Ofrubble
having a facing o f smal l squared s tones banded at short in terval s by wide
bonding o r lac ing courses Of tiles . All t he arches are tu rned with tile . No
doub t a ditch ran in fron t o f it, access to the gateway being Obtained by
wooden trestle-bridges on to each portal . Similar arrangemen ts have been
no ted at the two postern s o f the town wal l at Silchester (Ca/lava A ttrebatnm ) ,
and the gate in the Roman wal l o f London , known in mediaeval times as

Aldersgate, was reached across the moat in the same way. A road led up
to the gate o fRatae from the direc tion o fWat ts Cau seway , which c onnec ted
the town with the Fosse Way.

The date o f th is gate canno t be fixedwith c ertain ty, bu t perhaps it m ay
have been erec ted u nder Con stan tine . The late M r. J . H . Parker judged it o f
that period

,
being gu ided to h is opin ion by the size o f the t iles and thickness

o f th e mortar join ts o f the bonding c ou rses ; bu t Roman con stru c tion in
Rome

,
on which he based h is judgemen t , does no t always give the ru le fo r

similar work in Britain . Possibly a safer gu ide to date m ay be found in the
narrowness o f the gateways— on ly 7 ft. 6 in .

— and their dis tanc e apart , fo r
the later in date a fortified inc losure m ay be, the narrower are the en tranc es .
In fac t , the two portal s in the Jewry Wal l have more the appearanc e o f a

couple Of postern s side by side than one o f the main en tranc es to a c ity .

The best idea o fwhat th is gateway was like is to be Obtained from the view s
in Stukeley

’

s I tznerarium Curio sum . The elaborate drawing to sca le made by
M r. A . Hal l in 1 87 0, in the possession o f the Le icester Arch itec tural and
Archaeo logical Soc iety, shows all that we are likely to know o f this relic Of

Roman Leicester. I t h as been reproduc ed in vo l . viii o f the Transactions Of

the soc iety, and from it the plan and elevation here given h as been made . I t
is a satisfac tion that so exc ellen t a rec ord h as been made Of on e o f the few
remain s o f Roman an tiqu ity standing above ground, as to whose u l timate
fate it wou ld be hazardou s to ven ture a predic tion . Wrecked, no t by time
bu t by the hand Of m an

,
with blocked portal s and its western side c overed

by workshops , while the eastern is more than half hidden by a pathway,
it is no wonder that it h as proved a pu zzle to an tiqu aries un til excavation s
and more carefu l research than was formerly possible h ad revealed the true
charac ter o f the remain s .’

Judging by the stru c tural details o f the Jewry Wal l , already referred to ,
the town wal l s o f Ratae were probably erec ted at a late date o f th e Roman
occupation . Mr. H averfield h as poin ted o u t that in the western provinces o f
the empire , town wal ls seem to have been princ ipally erec ted after A .D . 2 5 0,

when the barbarian invasion s grew formidable,10 bu t this wou ld no t probably
have affec ted Britain til l a later date

,
as th e reason fo r t he bu ilding o f wal l s

here was as a pro tec tion again st the at tacks cau sed by local dis turbanc es in
V. C.H . Somers. i, 2 2 8 .
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fragmen ts o f a mou lded capital and base o f a smal ler c o lumn , and a large
weather-worn stone , c ircu lar mou lded in one part , are al so to be seen there .
In 1 88 8 the remain s o f two wal l s were discovered in th e chu rchyard o f

S t
.
Nicho las . One ran at right-angles north and sou th , about 8 ft. from th e

bu ttress supporting the tower at the eas t end o f the north aisle o f the church ,
and abou t 4ft. 4in . below th e su rfac e . The bo ttom o f th e wal l was no t
reached at 8 ft. to 1 2 ft. from the surface . The o ther block o f masonry ,
3 ft. 4ih . away, lay edgewise , and h ad apparen t ly fal len . The c oin s found
at this time were a second brass o f Lic in iu s (A .D . 3 07

— 24) and a third brass
o fD elm atiu s (A .D . Both wall and roof tiles were among the debris.”

In 1 89 8 an in teresting disc overy was made in digging some cellars in
St . Nicho las S treet, abou t fifty yards from St . Nicho las ’ Chu rch

, o f two
pavemen t s . These have fortunate ly been preserved and remain in sites.

The larger appears to be a square o f abou t 1 4 ft. I ts great pecu liarity is
that as far as the main division s go it is a duplicate in design o f the pavemen t
in Jewry Wal l S treet (plate I) , being c omposed o f n ine oc tagonal panel s
with

,
it seems , a border similar in design to that o f the floor ju s t named.

The c en tre panel , in stead o fgeometric al ornamen t s as in the o th ers, h as the

image o fa peac ock, within a c irc le o f elaborate braidwo rk, s tanding with
tail displayed, a rare represen tation o f this bird. The head

,
neck

,
and legs

are o f blu e-grey tesserae, the tail is red, dark brown , and yellow,
with blu e

grey eyes . The o ther panel s, as men tioned, are fi l led with bo ld geometrical
forms wh ich are coarser than those o f the Jewry Wal l S treet example . Bo th
floors m ay w el l be the work o f the same hand (plate I I I .) The smal ler pave
men t n ear this e laborate one h as a simple diagonal pattern in wh ite on a grey
ground with wh ite and grey borders , beyond wh ich are trac es o fred tesserae.

Ano ther portion h as a grey grou nd diapered with white crosses and apparen t ly
with bounding lines o fbrick tesserae. All these fragmen t s are perhaps part
o f the pavemen t o fa c orridor.

‘21 At the same time were found some Roman
c oin s, princ ipal ly bronze, in bad condition , with smal l piec es o f tiles

,
and

po tsherds o f variou s wares
,
mixed with bones, oyster shel ls , and variou s

o ther refu se . Part o fa silver denariu s o f Severu s A l exander (A .D . 2 2 7
— 2 3 5 )

and a smal l brass o f V ic torinu s (A .D . 2 6 5
—

7 ) were al so found on the same
site .”

Nicho l s ”3 men tion s a plain Roman pavemen t ’ fou nd at the Recru iting
Sergean t Inn , St . Nicholas S treet , at a depth o f 8 ft. from the surfac e

,

‘
o fa

lightish c lose grain , friable , and by the side o f it a thick wal l bu il t with very
hard stone like that o f the Jewry wal l , and in a direc t line with it. ’ Abou t
forty yards o ff in the same direc tion this wallwas apparen tly u sed fo r the foun
dation o fa hou se by the chu rchyard side on the sou th-west o f th e chu rch .

Ano th er wal l ran towards the west at right-angles with the first .“ In 1 8 3 9 a

pavemen t was found in the street leading from St . Nicho las Street to Talbo t
Lane

,

"
and further foundation s o fbu ildings were said to have been discovered

near th e church .

“ In 1 889 a fragmen t o f tesselated floor was fou nd
, bu t

was c overed up before it c ou ld be inspec ted.

”

Leic. Arcn. Soc. vi i , 1 7 . Ibid. viii, 3 7 5 7 0am . Brit. Aren. Soc. (new iv, 2 89 .

Leic. Area. Soc. viii, 3 7 5 Assoc. Aron. Soc. xxiv, xcix Haverfield, Antio . xxxiv, 2 34.

Hist. Leic. i, 1 2 . Nichols, Hist. Leic. i, 1 2 .

i

O. S. xxxi Fo x, Arca. j onrn. xlvi, 6 2 . Leic. Arcn. Soc. 1 1 , 207 .

7 0am . Brit. Arcn. Assoc. vii, 2 8 5
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below the su rfac e . N0 design , he says , c ou ld be seen on
Near to St . Martin ’s Chu rch , on the site o f Wyg

smal l co lumn was fou nd in 1 87 5 , wh ich is now in the

(No . Mr. Fox men tion s that this ‘looks very like the c o lumn o f a

c o lonnade o f the upper storey o f some bu ildings wh ich h ad a hand—rail from
shaft to shaft . The ho le fo r the tenon o f the rail cu t as smal l as possible so
as no t to weaken the shaft and th e little bracket worked on th e shaft under
it to carry the greater width o f the rail are no teworthy .

’ 3“

A portion Of a c oarse tesselated pavemen t was disc overed in Sou thgate
S treet in 1 8 66 , with the fragmen t o f a c o lumn , though t to be NO. 20 in the
Mu seum . Lower down the street , near to Bakehou se Lane , fragmen t s o f

pain ted wal l-plaster were found at a depth o f 1 8 ft. below the presen t
surfac e .

In 1 87 1 , 3 ft. o r 4ft. below th e surfac e, several square fee t o f c oncrete
,

from which tesserae h ad eviden t ly been removed, were discovered on the
sou th side o fSilver Street , and a littl e later an exten sive portion o f tesselated
pavemen t in good c ondition was revealed within 2 5 ft. o f th e presen t street
level ; it was described as being o f the gu il loche pat tern

,
within a squ are

border all o fblack , white, and red tesserae . The pec u liarity o f th e find was

its nearness to the presen t su rfac e , most o f th e Roman discoveries in Leic ester
being from 8 ft. to 1 2 ft. below th e street level .

Near to th is disc overy , in th e same stree t , on the site o f th e new Opera
Hou se and abou t 1 2 ft. below the presen t level , a tesselated pavemen t was

found in 1 87 6 abou t 20 ft. by 1 4ft. in size . The tesserae were o fa rough
make , and strewn abou t on the floor were several piec es o fpo ttery

,
fragmen ts

o f Samian ware , and a few c oin s mu ch c orroded. O ther remain s o f th e
foundation s o f this bu ilding h ad been u nc overed some years before . Relic s
have frequ en tly been disc overed between this spo t and S t . Martin ’s Chu rch .

3 6

Du ring 1 889 some exc avation s made fo r new bu ildings between H igh
S tree t and Silver Street disc losed the existenc e o fa Roman wal l runn ing du e
east and west fo r a c on siderable distanc e , bu t it was unfortunate ly destroyed
before it cou ld be properly in spec ted.

87 Later (in 1 902 ) a wal l was again
fou nd under H igh Street , whic h was though t to be part o f that discovered
in 1 86 1 in S t . Martin ’s and Townhall Lane . ! 8

Tu rning now to the remain s o f bu ildings in the n orthern part o f th e
Roman town , if t he evidence o f Carte can be relied u pon

,
it wou ld appear

that H igh Cross S treet very c losely fo l lowed th e line o f one o f the main
Roman streets . H e men tion s that du ring excavation s fo r wa terworks in
1 68 5 , a wal l o f stone and Roman til es was disc overed, which extended from
Redcross S treet to the elm trees near the North Gate and followed the lin e
o f th e street

,
6 ft. o r 7 ft. from the hou ses on the west side , many loads o f

stone being carted aw ay from it. In 1 7 1 6 , at th e sec ond hou se beyond
Blu e Boar Lane ,

’

a lit tl e o u t in the street in fron t o f the hou se, a similar wal l
Was found,standing uprigh t to within 3 ft. o f the surfac e . The heigh t o f

H ist. Leic. i, 6 1 9 . Arc/1 . j ourn. xlvi, 49 .

‘5 Leic. Aron. Soc. 1 1, 2 2 Fo x, Arcn. 7 0am . xlvi, 6 2 .

3°Assoc. Arch . Soc. x iii, p . c ii Leic. Area. So c. iv, 1 06 v, 49 , 5 5 .

3 ’ Assoc. Arcn. So c. xx
,
p . lx (Rep.) Leic. Arch . Soc. vii, 2 07 .

3°Assoc. Arcn. Soc. xxvi
, 46 1 .
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the wal l was u nc ertain , as th e workmen did no t reac h the foundation s. I t
was 4ft. thick, and the upper part h ad fal len . Carte c onc luded from the
depth o f the previou s excavation that it wou ld have been 1 2 ft. high

,
and

was c ertain ly part o f the wal l fou nd In 1 6 8 5 . On the east side o f i t in the
street the made earth was 2 ft. thick , and ‘below it was a pavemen t o f stone
like a s treet . ’ This wal l apparen tly extended almost the whole length o f

H igh Cross S treet 3“ A granite and sandstone ‘walk ’

is said to have been
discovered running down the middle o f the street from near All Sain ts’

Church to th e A tesselated pavemen t and hypocau sts were fou nd
u nder what is now No . 1 8 , High Cross Street , and al so under ano ther hou se
in the possession o fMr. King, afterwards o fMr. Co llier.

‘I At the c orner o f

H igh Cross Street and H igh Street, when excavating fo r c ellars u nder th e
n ew H igh Cross Coffee Hou se in 1 90 1 , three piec es o f pavemen t (now in
th e Leic ester Mu seum) , a portion o f a s ton e c o lumn

,
and part o fa wall o f

masonry abou t a foo t high were found.

43 The pavemen t shows a border o f
elaborately twisted braidwo rk within which , on a white field

, are 0103e set
knots o f braidw o rk in lines perpendicu lar to the border. The c olou rs and
materials are , apparen tly, fo r white a limestone , brown an iron stone, grey o r
slate c o lou r lias limestone, and red

,
as always

,
a brick . The si zes o f the

tesserae range from 3 in . to 1 5 in . square (plate V I I ) . The pavemen t is
one o f a Class in which the field is c overed by a geometrical diaper. O ther
spec imen s have been fou nd at th e B lackfriars . Ano ther tesselated pavemen t
was al so found on the site o f the coun ty gaol, where Free School Lane turn s
from H igh Cross S treet .‘3

S ome carved impost mou ldings and o ther c arved fragmen ts, perhaps from
an arch

,
were found at the junc tion o fBlu e Boar Lane and H igh Cross Street

(Nos . 2 1 — 2 6 in Leic ester Mu seum) (plate I I) . A l so a stone foun tain (No . 1 2

in Mu seum) , found at NO. 5 2 , H igh Cross Street , at a dep th o f 1 0 ft. , which
m ay, as M r. Fox says , have been a street fou n tain , o r perhaps, if con sidered too
smal l fo r that pu rpose , m ay have stood in the peristyle o fan importan t hou se .
Trac es o f a lin ing o fpink c emen t were found in it (plate I I) A wal l with
bases and shafts o f c o lumn s was disc overed in 1 8 5 9 in Blu e Boar Lane , no t
far from the plac e where the carved mouldings were found.

‘5 Ano ther base o f
a c o lumn was discovered in Ju ne

,
1 907 , in Blu e Boar Lane , 1 2 ft. from the

su rfac e
,
and is now in th e Leic ester Mu seum . The base is 2 ft. squ are and the

diameter o f the c o lumn 1 8 in the mou ldings are o fan early type (plate I I) .
In making th e c ellar o fa hou se (which belonged then to Mr. Worth

ingto n) Opposite the elm trees n ear All Sain ts
’

chu rch , abou t 1 67 a p iec e
o f tesse lated pavemen t , a little over a yard square , was discovered abou t 5 ft.
below th e surfac e . I t is in teresting as being the on ly figure subj ec t yet fou nd
in Leic ester, and is now in the Leic ester Mu seum (No . I ) . I t was dis

covered at a time when few thought o r c ared fo r such things
,
o th erwise it is

Nichols, H ist. Leic. i, pt . i, 1 1 Thompson, H ist. Leic. App. p. 447 Fo x
,
Arcb. 7 0am . xlvi, 6 1 .

Leic. Arcb. Soc. ii, 2 3 F011 , op. c it. Thro sby, Hist. Leic. 20 Arcb. 7 0am . xlvi, 6 2 .

Assoc. Arcb. Soc. xxvi, 45 9 . Thro sby, H ist. Leic. 3 8 3 .

Fo x, Arcb. 7 0am . xlvi, 5 1 . Mr. Fo x had made o ut the finely-moulded ou tline of the tank which is
shown on plate I I .
‘5 Leic. Arcb. Soc. 1 1

,
2 3 , 24 Information of the discovery of 1 907 has been kindly supplied by

Mr. H . Pickering.
Carte in Nichols, Hist. Leic. i, 9 Leic. and Rat]. N. and Q . iii, 1 3 6 .
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o r abroad. A c ertain amoun t o f in terest lies i
‘
h t he

.

fac t o f th e unu su al
number o f differen tly c olou red marble tesserae worked up, fo r th e employ
men t o fmarble is qu ite exc eptional in Romano-British mosaic s .‘7

In 1 6 67
— 8 , near the Water Hou se,

’ being the c orner hou se, where the
street grows narrower, next to the west end o f The Friars (the site o f

‘John
son ’s 1 2 ft. below th e surfac e, was discovered a floor o f lime
mortar 6 ih . o r 7 in . th ick , 1 6 ft. long and abou t 1 4 ft. wide, and some
remain s o f the wal l s o fa hou se . On the n orth side o f this room , abou t 4yds.

apart , stood what Nicho l s c all s two ch im nies, as h igh as to the man tel tree ’ ;
wh ich m ay be trac es o f a hypocau s t . Th ro sby men tion s a tesselated floor,
a hypocau st and pain ted wal ls ’ fou nd in 1 667 , which were probably the
same .48

Under the sou th side o f th e room below some gravel a vast qu an tity o f

oyster-shells was disin terred, and in the c ellar o f th e same hou se, underneath
gravel 1 3 ft. deep , was a large foundation o fa wal l o f forest s ton e laid dry,
withou t mortar. On t he west side o f th e stree t 1 2 ft. deep in loose earth
many shoe-so les o f large size and a qu an tity o f refu se leather were fou nd.

“

Nicho l s
,
in h is H isto ry and Antiquities of Leicestershire, gives an acc oun t

o f two fin e tesselated pavemen ts and a fragmen t o f a third, found in 1 7 54
in the Black Friars abou t 3 5 yards from th e river Soar,

’

under a stable, the
property o f Roger R uding, who wro te an acc oun t o f the discoveries to the
Soc iety o f An t iquaries in 1 7 66 , and further dec lared that ‘th e Pavemen ts
h ad been en tirely destroyed

,
and all the Materials taken away

,
so that n o

remain s o f th em were These three pavemen ts were all o f th e c lass
men tioned in the note on that fou nd on th e site o f th e H igh Cross c offee
hou se ih 1 90 1 . In the minu tes o f th e Soc iety o fAn tiqu aries under date
1 7 November, 1 7 66 , is the fo l lowing no te , which explain s these floors and
their disposition with suffi c ien t accu racy . The no te says that th e first pav
men t (plate IV) was found in 1 7 54.

The m ost elegan t square of th is pavem en t c onsists of a corded lin e en closin g an area of
curved and regular figures som ewhat resem bling crossed w it h a tru e-lovers’ kn o t in t h e
c en tre of t hem . The second pavemen t con sists of a corded lin e enclosin g an area div ided
in to double Frets

,
w it h Five small Squares in t h e Qu in cu n x border con tain in g each a tru e

lovers’ kno t w ithin t h em . The th ird pavem en t c onsists wholly of plain c irc les in tersec ting
each o ther, with sm all‘squares lozen ge fash ion in t he c en tre . The c olou rs of t h e first two
are com posed of a deep m az areene blu e (probably a slaty blu e n early black), red

,
yellow

,

and wh it e ; o f t h e o ther o f wh it e, sla te colou r, and a m uddy red (pla te V).

Each pavemen t was 9 ft. square and there were some trac es o f o thers in c o n

tinuatio n . They appeared to be laid in line with each other, and probably
formed th e floor o f th e princ ipal c orridor o f some importan t m an sion . In
1 885 a large piec e o f pavemen t was discovered n ear the river in Black
friars S treet , wh ich probably belonged to the same hou se and is thought
to be a part o f th e building o f which ‘1 a tesselated pavemen t was dis
c overed in 1 83 0 at the c orner where Friars’ Cau seway formerly met Jewry

‘7 Fo x, Arch. 7 0am . xlvi
, 5 3 Phil. Trans. ( 1 7 1 xxvii, 3 2 5 So c . An tiq .MS. Min . xviii, 2 7 1 .

‘8 Nichols, H ist. Leic. i, 1 1 Th ro sby, Hist. Leic. 1 9 Fo x, Arch . 7 0am . xlvi, 6 1 .

‘9 Fo x, Arch . yo arn. xlvi, 6 1 Thompson, Hist. Leic. 448 Nichols, Hist. Leic. i, 1 1 .

5°Nichols, H ist. Leic. i, 1 1 , 1 2 MS. Mins. So c . An tiq. vn , 1 6 3 viii, 1 70 ; x, 1 96 ; Arch . Iv, 247 ,note a Thompson , Hist. Leic. 445 .

Leic. Arch . Soc. vi, 208 Assoc. Arch. Soc. xviii, lix.
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Nicho l s men tioned some tesselated pavemen ts fou nd at Vauxhal l Wharf
in 1 747 , in a bathing-room near the river, wh ich now rises over and damages
them .

In 1 8 3 9 the traces o f a smal l pavemen t abou t 1 1 ft. square were dis
covered in Vine S treet at a dep th o f 6 ft. 6 in . below the level o f the street .
A drawing o f it was presen ted to the mu seum by Mr. J . H o rsepo o l. The
pavemen t consisted o f a c en tral Circu lar panel with semic ircu lar ones joining
it on each side, with a quarter o f a Circle fi l ling each c orner, th e dividing
lines being the u su al braidwo rk bands. In each angl e panel was a vase, and
three heart-shaped l eaves fi l led each o f the semicircular ones . The c en tral
arrangemen t was lost . The colou rs were the u su al black , red and yellows

,
all

on a white ground. O ther pavemen ts very like th is have been found else
where . Fo r example , one was found at Linc o ln , ano ther at Silchester. The
design , however, is cheap and poor, and the execu tion dis tinc t ly bad (plate V) .

The remain s o f a large vil la were discovered at Danett
’

s Hal l in 1 7 82 ,

in a field cal led the Cherry Orchard, abou t three-quarters o f a mile west o f
th e Old town , on the opposite side o f the Soar. I t was probably connec ted
with the town by a lane cal led Wat t ’s Cau seway

,
now King Richard’s Road,

the site o f the vil la being 2 5 ft. from the road
,
opposite the

_Newfound
Poo l Inn . I t was te-Opened in 1 85 1 , and again in 1 868 . According to
Nich o ls’s accou n t th e cherry-trees which gave the site its name were plan ted
early in the eighteen th c en tury . In 1 7 82 , when digging up one o f th e
trees

,
part o f the floor o f a c orridor was disc overed, and a con tinuation o f it

in a northerly direc tion was trac ed. In 1 8 5 1 , and again in 1 868 , the L iterary
and Philosophic al Soc iety o f Leic ester, conj oin t ly with the Architec tural and
Archaeo logic al Soc iety

,
u ndertook further exploration s, before the site was

bu il t over and all traces o f the original bu ilding destroyed. A plan o f th e vil la
was made and preserved in the Leic ester Mu seum

,
wh ich indicates the disposi

tion and c o lou ring o f the floors
,
as wel l as the supposed lines o f th e wal l s.‘7 I t

seems to have been a hou se o f the c ou rtyard type, a series o f room s plac ed
round an open c ourt , and connec ted by c orridors looking in to the open
spac e. The fragmen ts disc overed in 1 8 5 1 were the floor o f a room abou t
1 5 ft. square, th e tesserae being o f red brick and a greyish drab ston e, each
abou t 1 in . squ are. The pattern c on sisted o f in terlac ed c irc les o f red on th e
grey grou nd. To th e north o f this ano ther room was found, measu ring
2 8 ft. by 1 8 ft.

A sem i-c ircu lar pat t ern was disclosed at the western end of th is roo m
, execu ted in very

sm all tessellae of four c olours blue
,
red

,
brown-pink (o r yellow), and wh ite ; represen ting

in t h e c en tre a shell pat tern
,
in t h e two div isions of wh ich

,
n ex t the lin e o f t h e diam e t er of

the sem ic irc le, are dolphins swim m in g towards the c en tre. The sh ell pa t t ern is bo unded
by th e gu illoche ornamen t, ou tside of wh ic h is a vandyke of black and white, surrounded
by strips o f grey and red tessellae abou t 1 in. square.

A fragmen t o f a gu il loche border at the eastern end o f th e room marked the
exten t o f this apartmen t . (This pat t ern is N0. V in the Leic ester Mu seum .)
On the sou th-western side o f this pavemen t a pedestal and short c olumn o f

6°Hist. Leic. i, 1 1 Thro sby, Hm. Leic. 19 ; Fo x, Arch. jam . xlvi, 6 2 .

Nichols, Hist. Leic. i, pl. ix ; Gent. Mag. Oct. 1 7 86 7 0am . Brit. Arch. Assoc. vi, 439, 442 Assoc.
Arch. Soc. ix, pp. cxviii, 2 Proc. Soc. Antia. iv, 1 8 3 , 1 8 5 Leic. Arch. Soc. iii, 3 8 7 .
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A sewer o r clo aca is supposed to have run from th e east gate o f Ratae ,
where a piece o fit h as been found,” across the town to the west gate ' through
the JewryWal l , then in a du e westerly direc t i on almost

.

to Talbo t Lane , where
it is thou ght to have tu rned in a north-westerly di rec t i on to the R iver Soar.

Remain s o f it were discovered in Tal bo t Lane in 1 7 9 3 at a depth o f

5 ft. fr
om the surfac e . Some very large b locks o f freestone , half a ton in

weight , having been removed, a kind o f tunnel , 2 ft. across and 4. ft. deep, was

found.
I t was made o f the same material s as the Jewry Wall , the bo ttom o f

the tunnel being al so o ffreestone . Th ro sby stated that th e c ommenc emen t,
as far as c ou ld be discovered at the time , was in th e c ellar o fa hou se near th e
sou th end o f the Jewry Wal l , and con tinu edwith a c on siderable desc en t north
westwardly to th e river. This hou se stood in S t . Nicho las Square, where
the sou th-east end o f Messrs . Ru st’s fac tory now is

, bu t later discoveries
tend to prove that the sewer turned slightly towards the c en tre o f the wal l .
The con ten ts o f this passage seem to have been earth , light on the su rfac e ,

heavier lower, and gravelly at the bo t
tom

,
mixed with broken po ttery, some

Samian ware with pot ter’s marks , a

few bones o f animal s
,
a fragmen t o r

two o f glass vessel s, and a c oin o f th e
Au gu stine age (n.c . 29

— A .D . the
earliest coin yet found in Leic ester.

A yard from the sewer (at the end
near the J ewry Wal l) lay the c o lumn s
already described in S t . Nicho las Street .“

In 1 8 87 the sewer was again opened
and fou nd to be en tirely fi l led with
earth . The direc tion towards the river,
if carried straight , wou ld show that it
emptied itself where the o ld Soar join s
the presen t c anal

,
wh ich increases the

doubt whether the stream now u sed as

a canal existed in the time o f th e
Roman occupation . Th ro sby thought
that it was a new cu t made by the
Roman s th emselves. I t seems more
probable that it was mediaeval, c o n

temporary with the mil l and th e castle ,
th e spac e between the bo ttom o f th e
hill (from Talbo t Lane) to the o ld Soar
being probably a swamp . By sinking
shafts to ascertain th e upward direc tion ,
it appeared that th e sewer ben t towards
th e Jewry Wal l, and apparen tly passed
through it.“

SECTION o r ROMAN WELL FOU ND AT LEICESTER, In 1 890, at 3“ dlfibrent P
‘
art OfTal’

suo wm c Bau m bo t Lane , the sewer was agai n opened,
Thompson , Him Leic. App. A 447 . Thro sby, Him Leic. 3 88 .

Leic. Arcb. Soc. vi, 3 1 2 .
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among them a good spec imen o fan inden ted Castor-ware po t abou t 7
height , and it is said that some black and wh ite tcu

'

crae were found here
in 1 88 5 . Adjoining the Abbey Meadow in Oxford Street , some distanc e
ou tside the line o f the sou th wal l , a large glass jug was found in

'

1 86 5
covering a deposit o fburn t bones . I t con tained a solu tion o f sal ts o f lime

,

and its mou th was c losed by a leaden cap firm ly fixed with hard c emen t
, and

a piec e o f syenite h ad been placed upon this c overing. The vessel was o f

an unu sual hexagonal shape, and h ad the ordinary handle on one side . A

similar glass vessel‘8 was found in the grounds o f th e abbey in 1 8 3 0. Bo th
vessels are now in th e Leic ester Mu seum .

69 In Newarke Street in th e same
distric t many bu rial s have been found. In 1 840, whils t excavating fo r th e
fou ndation s o fa warehou se, there was discovered an u rn o f coarse , dark ware
4 in . high and 7 in . diameter, with a crimped border belo w

'

th e rim .

70

Later, six skeleton s were fou nd, each with a large ston e over it, and round
th e n eck o f on e was a brass chain . Some 2 ft. o r 3 ft. below the skeletons,
wh ich m ay have been o f a later date , a Roman po t was discovered. O ther
skeleton s and urn s have been found

,
notably a c inerary u rn con taining bones

and ashes
, 9 in . h igh by 1 0 in . in diameter, c overed with a broken tile , under

the Dril l Hal l
, 7 ft. from the surfac e . But what is perhaps o fmore in terest is

a series o fRoman lead c o fiins found here and in M il lston e Lane at differen t
t imes . In 1 87 3 three o f these c offin s were discovered ju st ou t side the site
o f the sou th wal l , u nder 1 5 , Newarke Street , abou t 7 ft. from th e su rfac e .
The firs t was empty

,
and Mr. C . Roach Smith , who examined it, was

doubtfu l
, bu t probably withou t suffic ien t cau se, as to its being Roman .

Two o thers discovered later on the same spo t c on tained skeleton s, and were
assoc iated with fragmen ts o f Roman po t tery and glass .71 O ther similar
c o fiins are said to have been fou nd on this site at differen t times

,
and in Ju ly

,

1 899 , one was found at the corner o f Marble S treet in M il l stone Lan e
c on taining a skeleton and assoc iated with Samian

,
Cas tor

,
and o ther kinds o f

Roman po ttery and a small brass o fHadrian (A .D . 1 1 7 These c offin s
were formed o u t o f a large sheet o f lead a; in . thick , which was cut to th e
requ ired shape , and the sides and ends ben t up and hammered together

,

apparen tly withou t the use o f solder. The lid
,
wh ich was support ed by

three iron bars, was ben t down over this abou t 2 in . all round. On e c o fiin

at leas t h ad been inc losed in a wooden chest .7 3

Burial s have been disin terred ou tside the Eas t Gate
,
and it h as been

suggested that th ere was another Roman c emetery on th is site . Skel etons
were discovered lying north and sou th assoc iated with brass fibulae, and an

arm le t and sword blades which m ay have been Saxon , though the po ttery
wh ich was fou nd at the same time was undoubtedly Roman .

“ Some c oin s
were also found, one o f which was o f the time o f D omitian (A .D . 8 1

A c inerary u rn and o ther po ttery were discovered with a l eaden c o fiin

con taining a skeleton at Humbers tone Gate in 1 7 8 Al so urn s with

6°Glass vessels of a similar shape have been found at Barnwell, near Cambridge (now in th e Brit.
and in St. Stephen’s Churchyard, St. Albans.

Arcb. 7 0am . x iii, 70 Am c. Artb. Soc. viii, cxl Leic. Arcb. Sac. iii, 1 1 2 .

7°Leic. Arch Soc. vi, 1 1 3 .

Ibid . iv, 246 Land. New} , lxiii, 3 26 Am c. Arcb. Soc. xi i, xli.

Leic. Arcfi. Soc. ix, 1 5 , 1 6.

7’ I bid.

7‘Bickerstaffe, in Nichols, Hii t. Leic. i, 5 . Ibid. and i, pt. 1 1, 6 1 9.
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skeleton s were fou nd there in 1 846 , and another u rn c on taining
bones in a gravel pit in A skele ton was exposed in 1 87 2

abou t 8 ft. o r 9 ft. from the surfac e in Sanvy Gate , ou tside the north
wal l .

"

At the head was a po t o f Castor ware ornamen ted w ith a pat tern
,

and the word VITA in white s lip
,

and at the feet was ano ther po t
o f ordinary Romano-British ware wh ich appeared to have been subj ec t
to the ac tion o f fire on the in side . Bo th po ts are now in the Leicester
Mu seum .

77

In the town itself, among o thers , a c inerary u rn c overed with a piec e
o fslate, c on tain ing bu rn t bones, was fou nd in Horsefair Street

,
near the line

o f the sou th wal l in In Bu t t Close Lane
,
near the east wall , a

c inerary urn was discovered in 1 8 54 In Church Gate , al so near th e
eas t wal l

,
an urn con taining human bones, covered with what appeared to be

the iron boss o f a shield, and two skeleton s were found in 1 866 . The
remain s o f Saxon burial s have al so appeared in this part .80

Po ttery
— As is to be expec ted on t he site o f a Romano-British town ,

great quan tities o f po t tery and o ther miscel laneou s artic les have been from
time to time disc overed over the whole area. I t wou ld serve no purpose to
record here exac tly all the finds which have been made

, bu t it wil l be wel l
to cal l atten tion to the importan t featu res o f t he discoveries o f this nature .
With regard to the Samian ware a c on siderable quan tity h as been fou nd, to
some exten t indicating th e weal th o f the inhabitan ts . The Samian po t tery
h as the u sual embossed design s o fhun ting sc enes , figu res , 85 C. One fragmen t
o fa patcm ,

with a ho le in it probably fo r su spen sion , now in the Leic ester
Mu seum ,

has scratc hed u pon it VERECUNDA LYD IA LUCI US GLAD IATOR .

I t was found in Bath Lane in 1 8 5 4,
and m ay be a love token from

Lu ciu s the gladiator to the blu sh ing Lydia (plate VI ) . Ano ther piec e was

found, which is al so in th e L eic ester M u seum, with VI IR —OI
‘
VER— SCI

'

atCl‘iCd

on it. The po tters’ marks , however, are o f con siderable in terest as they
c over a wide area .

The fo l lowing names are o f the firs t cen tu ry (La Graufesenque

fabric)

7‘Rep. Com. Leic. Mw.

7’ Leic. Arcb. Soc. iv, 1 8 5 .
7°

c . Corn. Lcic. Mia .

7’ Ibid.
Post, ‘Angl .-Sax. Remains Rep. Com. Leic. Mia .

7 7 n 1 7 7 “ i n n fl a n



ALBUCI .

vsasco (xnus.)

The fo l lowing are German po t ters (o fRheinzabern , z ud c en tury)
AUGU ST INU S . MERCATOR . R EGINUS. F .

BUCCUS. MATERNINUS.

The fo llowing names are uniden tified
D0M1 (T)ATAN.

D0M1Nc 1 .

DOMITVS.

DOM S
DONV

DUPPIUS. F .

EPPN

asco si . M.

ELVILLI

01 9m . M .

11 141 131 1 1 3 . F.

HABIT
IBER I . M.

INCOLVA.

IRN I .
IMPR ITO.

IVCANI A . M .

ivr. i .

1v1 1 . LALLISSA.

M .

LVPPA .

LVLVPA .

MACR INI .

MALLIACI .

MALLVR .

MAs . (3)
MAR

MARCILLI ANI

MAR

MART IN I.
MAR I'NH .

MAX IM. 1N.

MED IT I. M.

M IMANNIO.

MiNvu . M.

OF. MODE.

MUXTULLI . M.

o r . NIGR . OF.

N IGRI . AND .

NOM

PA

PAN IC. M.

PASSIE.
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Bond Street .9 5 In the Leic ester Mu seum th ere are al so an oc tagonal glass
vessel with two handles c on taining human bones , a hexagonal one

’

(plate IX)
and a square one ; th e two latter c losed with leaden caps, andwere assoc iated
with burials .

Miscellaneous A fl ti
'

gzcitzks .
— Opposite the Arcade in H igh Street there was

fou nd in 1 904 a ring with a gold bezel represen ting Rome as a female figure
,

wh ich is said to be o f the first c en tury .

“ In 1 87 3 a silver ring s et with
_

ao

engraved c ornel ian stone was fou nd in S ilver Street , and is n o w in the
Leicester Mu seum . The bronze artic les wh ich have been fou nd from
time to time in Leic ester c on sis t o f a c on siderable quan tity o ffihulae,
brac ele ts, pins, toile t implemen ts, rings, spoon s, stylz

'

,
and steelyards . Occ a

sio nally ornamen ts o r pendan t s with trac es o f enamel have been discovered.

In 1 8 5 8 a bu st o f bronze 3 in . h igh and somewhat corroded was fou nd ; it
probably represen ts a faun o r young satyr, the features being semi-African ,
with flat nose and round fac e .97 With it was a his/la , al so in bronze , the
shape o f a heart , attached to a chain with long narrow links . In 1 89 8

a bronze boss o r ornamen t in the shape o fa gro tesqu e mask was found at

Newarke Bridge .“ (These are all in the Leicester Mu seum .) The figu re
o f Apo l lo o r Jupiter found on th e site o f the vil la at the Cherry Orchard is
no ted elsewhere .99 An eagl e’s head in bronze was found on the site o f th e

Roya l Arcade in H igh and a small bronze cross 2 in . long with a c oin
o fValen s (A .D . 3 64

—

7 8) in Belgrave Gate .
” 1 A finger

-ring o fbronze o f th e
key type was disc overed in B lackfriars S treet .109 The iron framework and

chain o f a large bucket, said to be Roman , were found at a dep th o f 2 5 ft.

when sinking a wel l in Sou thgate S treet.108 A bone spoon
,
now in th e

Leic ester Mu seum
, was found in Cau seway some bone disc s in

S t . Nic ho las Street ,105 and many bone pin s have been found in differen t parts
o f th e town . A qu ern o f pudding stone was found in Bu t t Close Lan e in

A seal o r stamp o fblu e lias was found in H igh Cross S treet bearing
a gro tesqu e fac e and the in sc ription in two lines

, C. PAL . which
Hubner reads c [A 1vs] PAL [FOR IOS]

Co ins have been found in c on siderable quan tities in the town
,
separat ely

and in hoards .109 Bu rton records isolated finds made as early as 1 62 2 , dating
from Vespasian (A .D . 7 0

—
9) to An ton in e (A .D . 1 3 8 In 1 7 1 8 a

hoard was discovered near the North Gate, in an earth enware po t c apable o f

ho lding 3 pin ts o r 2 quarts, and c on tain ing a c on siderable number o f c oin s
,

first and third brass, dating from Titu s (A .D . 7 9
— 8 1 ) to Honoriu s (A .D . 3 9 5

In 1 7 3 0 600 brass c oin s were found
,
presumably together

,

‘near
the town ,

’

dating from D ioc le tian (A .D . 2 84
—
3 05 ) to Con stan tine Maximu s

(A .D . 3 06
—
3 7 ) .

m In 1 7 97 the Gentleman
’

s Magaz ine records th e find o f

many c on su lar c oin s in the ploughed lands north-west o f the town
,

1 1 3

apparen tly all silver. A great number o fc oin s were fou nd near Bow Bridge
“5 C. Roach Smith, I llsss. Rom. Load. Leic. Arch. Soc. ix, 2 2 5 , 2 3 8 .

9’ Ibid. i, 2 1 4.

”9 Rep. Com . Leic. Mas.

9’ Assoc. Arch. Soc. ix, p. cxviii Proc. Soc. Antiq. (Ser. iv, 1 8 3-5 .

Leic. Arch. Soc. v, 1 69 vi, 1 1 3
— 14. I bid. ii, 247 . Ibid. iv, 3 2 8 .

Asso c. Arch. Soc. xii, p . xli. Leic. Arch. Soc. 1 1, 9 2 .

”5 I bid. ix, 1 7 5 .

Leic. Arch. Soc. ii, 1 7 8 v, 5 9 .

”7 I bid. vi, 96. H flbner, Corpus I nscrip.

H ollings, Leic. Lit. and Phil. Soc. 3 64. Descr. qf
'

Let
'

c. Nichols, Hist. Leic. i, 4.

Camden, Brit. ii, 209 (ed. Gough) MS. Min. So c . An tiq. ii, 200 Nichols, Hist. Leic. i, 4.
Cent. Mag. 1 797 , i, 203 Arch. liv, 494.
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in the same garden , bu t at differen t times up to 1 8 5 5 , inc luding coin s o f
almost all the emperors from Caligu la (A .D . 3 7

—
41 ) to Valen s (A .D . 3 64

with the exc eption o fa break o f abou t sixty years between A lbinu s (A .D .

1 9 3
—

7 ) and Posthumu s (A .D . 2 5 8 fo r which period there are n o
represen ta tive c oins . Scat tered in

,

variou s parts o fth e town at differen t times
have been found c oins , ch iefly first and th ird brass, dating from Claudiu s
(A .D . 41

—
54) to Gratianu s (A .D . 3 7 5

— 8 3 ) .
1“ Coin s o f th e earlier Caesars are

rare, bu t those o f Hadrian (A .D . 1 1 7
—
3 8) and An ton inu s (A .D . 1 3 8

— 6 1 )
are sometimes found in c on siderable numbers. Silver denarii o f Nero (A .D .

54
— 6 8) and o f Domitian (A .D . 8 1 — 9 6) have occasional ly been brough t to

l ight . Silver coin s have al so been found o f Vespasian (A .D . 7 0 Hadrian
(A .D . 1 1 7 An toninu s Piu s (A .D . 1 3 8 Severu s Alexander (A .D .

2 2 2 and Au relian (A .D . 2 7 0 The c oin s o f Con stan tine (A .D .

3 06
-
3 7 ) c on stitu te perhaps half the to tal number o f those fou nd.

1 1 6 The
on ly go ld coins that have been recorded are one o fTrajan (A .D . 9 8

— 1 1 7 ) and
on e o fHonoriu s (A .D . 3 9 5

—

42 3 ) .
m

ROMAN ARCH ITECTURAL REMA INS 1N LEI CESTER

The let t ers and num erals o n t h e Plan indicat e rem ains th e sit e of wh ose discovery has been
asc ertain ed as n early as possible . Th is list is compiled, w ith a few addit ions

,
from a sim ilar

list by Mr. G. E. Fo x, in Arch. yo urn . x lv i
,
6 1 .

H .
— Tesselat ed pavem en t and h ypocausts

,
u nder

Mr. Stephen ’s house, n ow No. 1 8
,
H igh

Cross Stree t . [Thro sby, H ist. Leic.
I .— Tesselat ed pavem en t u nder Mr. King’s
hou se

,
aft erwards in possession of Mr.

Collier. [Thro sby, H ist. Leic.
KK .

— Concret e floor
,
large fou ndations

,
columns

,

and large drain . Found 1 7 93 . [Th ro sby,

A .
—Floo r of m ortar, walls and t races of a
hypo caust (i) and large fou ndations of a

wall o f Forest ston e
,
laid dry. N ear

Water House
,
H igh Cross Stree t, n ex t

wes t end of t he Friars (sit e of Johnson
’

s

Bu ildin gs). Fou nd 1 667
— 8. [Cart e in

N ichols
,
H ist. Leic. i

,
A t esselated

floor
, a hypocaust and pain t ed walls, sit e

of Johnson ’s Bu ildin gs. Fou nd 1 66 7 . H ist. Leic. 3 88 et seq .] And fou ndations
[Th ro sby, H ist. Leic. at th e Talbo t Inn . Fou nd 1 793 .

B.
— Large Sewer from East Gat e

,
fou nd at end [Thro sby, H ist. Leic.

of sev en teen th c en tury . [Thom pson , H ist. L .
— Concrete flo or

,
and massiv e wall in lin e

Leic. App. A . w ith th e Jewry Wall
,
at R ec ru itin g Ser

C.
— Wall and pav emen t of ston e like a stree t . gean t Inn . [N ichols, H ist. Leic. i,
Fou nd 1 7 1 6 . [Cart e in N ichols, H ist. M.

— Tesselat ed pavem en t
,
in situ, fou nd 1 830.

Leic. i
,
1 Jewry Wall Stree t, n ow under Great Cen

D .
— Tesse lat ed floor

,
Wh ite Lion Inn . Fou nd tral Railway. [Thompson , H ist. Leic.

[Cart e in N ichols, H ist. Leic. App. A . 445 . Leic. Arch . So c. ii
,

E.
— Tesselated pavem en ts on sit e kn own as

Vaux hall
,
c lose to t h e R iver Soar. Fou nd

in 1 747 . [Th ro sby, H ist. Leic. 1 9 ;
N ichols

,
H ist. Leic. i, 1

—Tessela ted pavem en t fou nd u nder sou th aisle
of St. Mart in ’s Church

,
1 7 73 . [N ic hols,

H ist. Leic. i
,

G.
— Tessela ted pavem en t fou nd on sit e of
Cou n ty Gaol. [Th ro sby, H ist. Leic. 3 8
m Hol lings, Leic. Lit. andPhil. Soc. 3 64.

N.
— Pavem en t fou nd in 1 83 9 , St. N icholas
Square. [0. S. x x x i

,
1 0. Thompson , H ist.

Leic. App. 44
O .

—Wall and bases and shafts of colum ns.
Fou nd 1 85 9 . [Leic. Arch. So c. ii

,
2 3 ,

P.
—Pain ted walls of a room . Fou nd 1 866, in

th e street
,
Sou thga te Stree t, n ear Mr.

Warren ’s prem ises. [Leic. Arch. So c. ii,

Nichols
,
Hist. Leic. i, 4 Thompson, Hist. Leic. App. 446

—
7 Leic. Arch. Soc. i— ix.

m Hollings, Leic. Lit. and Phil. Soc 3 64 c t ”q.

"7 Thompson
, 7 mm . Brit. Arch. Assoc. vii, 1 5 1 Hollings, Leic. Lit. and Phil. Soc. 3 64 et seq . A eo n

derable list is given in the Repo rts of the Museum Commit tee, p . cclxii, of coins found in St. Nicholas Street
in 1 899, but it is stated tha t there is every reason to believe that the site was salted with in ten tion to
deceive.’
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Q.
— Coarse pavemen t and fragm en t of c olumn .
Fou nd 1 866, in Sou thga t e Stree t, in stree t,
between Mr. Johnson ’s m alt offi ces and

Mr. Collier’s house. [Leic. Arch. So c.

ii
,

R .
— R ou gh t esselated pavem en t . Fou nd 1 8 76 .

Sit e of O pera Hou se, Silver Stree t . [Leic.
Arch. So c. iv, 1 06 v,

S.
— Con cre te floor

,
fou ndations, and drain .

Fou nd 1 8 5 9 and 1 876, in Bath Lan e .
[Leic. Arch. So c. ii, 22 v,

T .
— I nscribed t ile

,
Primus fecit, Wyggesto n

’

s

Hospital. [Leic. Arch. So c. vi,
VV .

— Columns fou nd in 1 885 , now plac ed in
St. N icholas Chu rchyard. [Leic. Arch . So c.

vi
,

W .
— Tessela ted pavem en t, Blackfriars Street .
Fou nd 1 885 . [Leic. Arch. So c. vi,

X .
— Tesselated pavem en t

,
Sarah Street . Fou nd

1 885 . [Leic. Arch. So c. vi,
Y .

—Fou ndat ion of wall, roof tile, and frag
m en ts of ornamen t ed

,
stam ped flu e t iles.

Fou nd 1 888
,
in St. N icholas Chu rc h

yard in diggin g fou ndat ions fo r n ew n ort h
transept to church . [Leic. Arch . So c. vii, 1

Z .
— Large drain to west of Jewry Wall

,

m en tion ed by Thro sby [H ist. Leic.

te-discovered
_
and its direc tion trac ed to

wards th e Jewry Wall. [Leic. Arch. So c.

vi
,

(In Museum
,
bu t no t numbered — 2 a to f f
inc lusiv e

,
ex c ept b b)

a a .
— Fragm en t of ston e carved w it h a n iche

,

con tain ing a portion of a rude figu re in
relief

,
Townhall Lan e .

h b.
— Two t essela ted pavem en ts from St.

Nicholas Stree t, fou nd in 1 898, preserved
in situ . [yo urm Brit. Arch. Asso c. (New
iv
, 2 89 ; Asso c. Arch . So c. x x iv

,
p . x cix ;

Antiq. x x iv
, 2 34 R elig. J an . 1 899 Leic.

Arch . So c. ix
,

c c .
— Part of a c olumn

,
fou nd 7 ft. deep

,
in

Freesch o o l Lan e tu rn in g o ut of H igh Cross
Stree t. Fou nd 1 882 —4. [Ca t. Arch.

Specimens in Leic. M us.]
dd.

— A p iece of carved ston e moulding from
th e Flood Works opposite th e castle .
Fou nd in 1 889 . [R ep. M us. Com ]

c c .
— I nsc ribed ston e colum n

,
fou nd 3 3 ft . deep

between St. N icholas’ Chu rc h and th e
J ewry Wall. I nscription v ery muc h
defac ed

,
bu t as far as can be dec iphered

,

Fou nd in 1 897 . [Cat. Arch. Specimens in
Leic. M

ff.— Part of a ston e c olum n from th e corn er
of High Stree t and H igh Cross Stree t

,
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found in 1 901 . [Asso c. Arch . So c. x x v i
,

45 9~l
R emains of a ston e wall abou t 1 ft . h igh
(w ith c olumn and pav em en ts) . Fou nd in
1 90 1 . [Asso c. Arch . So c. xxv i

,

h b.
— From abou t R ed Cross Stree t down to
th e Elm Trees (n ear All Sain ts’ Chu rc h),
6 ft. o r 7 ft. from th e houses on west side
of stree t

,
an o ld stone wall

,
fallen down

towards t h e houses. Fou nd in 1 685 .

[Cart e in N ichols, H ist. Leic. i, 1
Fo u nd n ex t th e King

’

s Arms ’

(form erly in
H igh Street), a ston e wall ru n n in g to th e
stree t

,
1 7 1 0. [Cart e in N ichols, H ist. Leic.

i
,
1

Fou nd, a wall in th e c ellars of Mr. Cart er’s
house, and, in n ex t h ouse

,
a drain of ston e

,

1 7 1 7 . [Cart e in N ichols,H ist. Leic. i, 1
1 1.— Fragm en t of t esselated pav em en t

,
found

on sit e of Grey Friars. [Th ro sby, H ist.
Leic.

Foundat ions and remain s of floors
,
n ear t h e

Peacock Inn, High Cross Street, 1 85 8 . (i)
[Leic. Arch. So c. i,

m m .
—Fou ndations sou th and west of Jewry
Wall. Fou nd in 1 864. [Leic. Arch . So c.

i
. 3 05 ]
Gran it e and Sandston e Walk

,
from n ear

All Sain ts’ Churc h to n ear gaol, ru n n in g in
m iddle of H igh Cross Stree t . Fou nd in
1 866 . [Leic. Arch . Soc. ii

,

n n .
— Fou nda tions o n Mr. Sarson ’s prem ises

,

n ear St. N ic holas Stree t. Found in 1 869 .

[Leic. Arch . So c. ii
,

o o .
— Sit es of excavations alon g th e east fron t of
Jewry Wall in 1 867 and 1 87 5 . [Leic.
Arch . So c. ii, 202 et seq . ; iv, 54,

p p.
— Fou ndations and town ditc h . ( i) Messrs.
R ust’s yard

,
n ear JewryWall. [Leic. Arch .

So c. v
,

q q .
— A wall ru n n in g east and west b etween
H igh Stree t and Silver Stree t, w it h a t esse
lated pav em en t . Fou nd in 1 889 . [Leic.

Arch. So c. ii
,
2 3 , 24. Asso c. Arch. So c.

x x
,
lx .] Fou ndation of a wall

,
from th e

sam e plac e. Fou nd in 1 902 . [Asso c. Arch .

So c. x x v i
,

r r.— Con t inuation of t esselat ed pavem en t fou nd
at t h e corn er of Jewry Wall Stree t and
St. N icholas Stree t in 1 83 0. Fou nd in

1 843 . [Thompson , H ist. Leic.

Som e m ason ry also fou nd in St. N icholas’
Stree t in 1 902 . [Pro c. So c. Antiq. (Ser.
xix

,
24

s s.— Tesselated pav em en t in St. N ic holas
Square . Fou nd in 1 8 5 3 . [R ep. Com .

Leic. M us.]
Fragm en t of pavem en t in St. N ic holas Stree t .
Found in 1 889 . [Leic. Arch . So c. vii.

t t.— Part o f a pav ed road in Talbot Lan e
,

of c onsiderable width
,
leading to t h e Jewry

Wall. [Leic. Arch. So c. ii
,
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ROADS

One o f the first du ties o f the Roman s in the occu pation o f this coun try
was to provide fo r easy communication to all part s o f it by the construc tion
o f roads. In doing th is th ey c onnec ted the princ ipal tribal town s they found
already establ ished, and formed posting stat ion s at c onven ien t distanc es
between them . With regard to the roads o f the Romano-British period, t he
sou rces o f information available are o f two kinds, writ ten and archaeo logical .
The archaeo logical evidence is supplied by ac tual remain s su ch as Roman
milestones o r anc ien t metal ling, and occasionally by the persisten t straigh tness
with which a stil l existing track run s from one Roman site to ano ther.

The c h iefwrit ten evidenc e is the I tinerarizcm Antonini, a Roman road-book
wh ich gives the dis tanc es and ‘station s along variou s rou tes in the empire .
I ts exac t age is u nc ertain , thou gh it is supposed to have been writ ten abou t
A .D . 3 20 . I ts accuracy is by no mean s u nfailing

,
and it is more u seful i n

showing that a road proc eeded in a particu lar direc tion than i n testifying its
precise c ourse and the exac t sites o f the station s along it. Two o f the
I tinerary rou tes (I tin . vi and viii) passed through Leic estershire, on th e same
road from north to sou th , and one (I ter ii) along the sou th-western border
o f the coun ty . These fo l low the l ine o f two wel l-known and indispu tably
Roman roads— the Watling Street and th e Fosse Way.

I . Wat ling Stree t is the name in u se sinc e Saxon times to desc ribe the
Roman road which ran north-west from London , past Veru lam (St . Alban s)
to Viro c o nium (Wroxeter) (part o f I ter ii o fAn tonine) . The cou rse o f the
Wat l ing Stree t in general is c ertain , and no t leas t in Leic estersh ire , where it
forms the boundary betw een th is cou n ty and Warwicksh ire .1 I t en ters from
the sou th

,
c rosses the Avon at th e plac e cal led Tripo ntium in th e I tinerary

(Shawel l and Cave ’ s Inn) , proc eeds from there to Ven o nae (H igh Cross) ,
where it is c rossed by the Fosse Way. Thenc e it c on tinu es to Manduessedum

(Witherley and Mancetter) , where it crosses the River Anker and leaves the
coun ty .

2 . The Fosse is th e name u sed sinc e Saxon times fo r the roads o r series
o f roads which ran from Linco ln through Leic ester, Cirencester, and Bath
in to the w est. I ts general c ou rse is no less certain than that o fWatling
Street .“ The Fosse en ters Leic estershire from the sou th-west

,
o u t o fWar

wicksh ire , at Ven o nae (H igh Cross) , where it crosses Wat ling Street, and
proc eeds north-east to Ratae (Leic ester) , passing Narborough and Whe tstone,
where Roman remain s have been found, and crosses the R iver Soar at Lang
h am Bridge . I t is onc e o r twic e lost in fields

,
though trac es o f the road are

general ly visible, and merges in to the presen t Leicester and Narbo ro ugh road
3 ; miles from Leicester. I t is c onj ec tured that the Fosse crossed the Soar
again at Bow Bridge, c on tinu ed by the cau seway now known as King
Richard’s Road, en tered the c ity by the West Gate s (Jewry Wal l) , passed
along what is now H igh Street , and left by the East Gate (Humberstone
Gate) , fo l lowing th e course o f the presen t road to Melton Mowbray, as far as

Haverfield, in V.C.H . Warw. i, 242-3 . Ibid. i, 243 .

Codrington , Roman Roads in Britain, 2 5 2 7 0am . Brit. Arch. Assoc. vii. 269—74.
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Thurmaston , where a Roman mileston e was disc overed
,

‘whenc e it proceeds
fo r 6% miles to Six H ill s , where it leaves the c ou n ty .

3 . The Gartree Road o r Via Devana does no t appear in the I tinerary
o fAn ton ine . I t h as been laid down by many Engl ish an t iquaries on their
maps o r in their books as ru nning more o r less direc tly from Colches ter by
Cambridge and Hun tingdon to Leic ester, and final ly to Deva (Chester) .
There is no evidenc e fo r the existenc e o f the who le o f this road, and the
name Via Devana is a modern inven tion . Parts o f the rou te, however, m ay
be ac c ep ted as independen t roads o f Roman origin

,
and in particu lar it is

c redible that a Roman road connec ted Leic ester and Hun tingdon . I t en ters
the coun ty at Medbou rne on the boundary o f No rth am pto nsh ire ,

‘
and c an be

trac ed fo r 1 5 miles to Leic ester, wh ich it en ters by the Sou th Gate, here
probably to be iden tified with the existing Sou thgate S treet and H igh Cross
Street . I t leaves Leic ester by the North Gate,“from whenc e its cou rse is
unc ertain bu t probable

,
and ran it wou ld seem through Markfield and Coal

vil le to A shby de la Zouch and Blackfordby, where it wou ld leave the c ou n ty .

From thenc e it c on tinu ed to Burton on Tren t , where it joined the ‘Rycknield
S treet on its rou te from L ichfield to Derby .

’

The o ther roads in th e cou n ty are less c ertain , and in some c ases are

based upon very sl igh t evidenc e . A straight road wh ic h leaves Watling
Street at Manc et ter

,
poin ting fo r 5 miles to Leic ester, and c on tinu ing in the

same line by o ther roads, represen ts, it h as been su ggested, a possible Roman
rou te to Leic ester.

B In the north o f the c oun ty there is a suggestion that
the road from L ittle Chester (Derby) to Saw ley c rossed the river at the poin t
where the Derwen t and Soar j oin the Tren t , and proc eeded to join the Fosse
Way either at Wil loughby in N o ttingh am sh ire , which is perhaps the more
probable

, o r at Six H il l s in Leicestersh ire, bu t the evidenc e either way is no t
conc lu sive .” An equal ly unc ertain rou te sometimes c al led th e Sal t Way is

supposed to have started at Six H il l s and to have branched o ff to the north
eas t to join E rm ing Street, near Pon ton , in Ru tland)

0 In evidenc e o f this it
is said that from Six H il ls a straigh t road is fo l lowed by a parish boundary
fo r 3 miles to the high ground near Dalby Tunnel , con tinu ing with a sligh t
tu rn to the line o f highways on the north o f Croxton Park, wh ich it

followed
,
and leaving Leicestershire at Croxton Kerrial.n

A rou te h as al so been suggested which wou ld j oin the Rycknield Street
at D erby to the Erm ing Street at Stamford, in Northampton shire , passing
through Saw l ey andWil loughby (Vero m etum ) .

See Thurm aston , in Tapog. I ndex.

Existing roads and boundaries tend to prove that this road ran on in the same straight line from Med

bourn e to Stanion in Northan ts, where its traces are lost, but are thought to be te-discovered on the eastern
side of that coun ty, and to join the Roman road at Alconbury, in H un tingdonshire H averfield, in V.C.H .

Northants, i, 206 .

fi anra. Brit. Arch. Assoc. vu ,
2 74.

H averfield, in V.O.H . Northants, i, 206 in V.C.H . Derh. i, 2 5 1 .

Codrington, op . c it. 7 5 .

Haverfield, V.C.H . Derh. i, 246 Stukeley, I ter Boreal. 2 5 .

Nichols, H ist. Leic. cxlviii.
Codrington, op . c it. 2 50 7 0am . Brit. Arch. Asso c. vii, 2 74 this road is also supposed to have pro

ceeded in th e direction of Barrow on Soar to the sou th-west of Six H ills.
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BAR ROW UPON SOAR .
-

'

1
‘

h e remains 01 a R oma n CC ID C LC I y, c o m ed i a n
s

skeletons
,
u rns

,
and o th er relics '

Of burial
,
were open ed in 1 867 , and again in

is abou t 7 m iles n ort h of Leicest er, n o t far from t h e river Soar on th e w est, 2
from t h e Fosse road on t h e east ; th e lan e from Sileby to Barrow passes th e Sps
that a barrow form erly e x isted, sin c e lev elled, as t h e presen t elevat ion is n o t 1
3 ft., and t h e remains were fou nd 23. ft . below th e su rfac e . A floor of rubbl
gran ite was disclosed

,
m easurin g 1 0 ft . by 6 ft.

,
n ear t h e road

,
by labou rers dig.

in 1 867 it is c onj ec tured that th is m ay hav e been t he sit e of t h e fun eral pyi
of th is

,
ex cep t where t h e road passes

,
remains were discovered of bu rials

(“a ide plan) — five skele tons
,
five glass vessels con tain in g calc in ed bon es

,
o r

,
accc

accou n t, at least eigh t vessels and remains of from t en to twelve persons [Pro
448

— 6 1 ] also a large amphora fu ll of ashes m ix ed wit h iron nails and an o t
u rn were found. Two of t h e skeleton s and som e o f th e glass vessels were ii
c ists made of ston e and t iles. Two iron lam ps suspended from lon g j oin ted
discovered. The jars had apparen tly been bu ried in separate sm all pits

,
in i

distan ces from eac h o th er. Three of t he glass v essels, t h e large am phora, and
t h e Leic ester Town Museum . In t h e following list t h e numbers given c orn
on th e ac company in g plan and show t h e positions wh ere th e obj ec ts were foun

( 1 ) H exagonal green glass v essel, 1 0 in . h igh
,
w ith ribbed handle

,
t h e m o

sheet lead. (2) Square green glass vessel, t h e mou th also secured w it h lead.

lamps
,
suspended from handles 20 in . and 1 4 in . lon g respec tively

,
ev iden tly in

from a beam o r holdfast. (4) An o ther square glass vessel, fou nd in a c

(5 ) H exagonal glass v essel, longshape
,
with two handles (n early com ple te).

vessel. (7 ) Amphora, con tain in g ashes and iron nails
,
2 ft. 6 in . in h eigh t

,

capac ity 1 5 gallo ns. (8, 9, 1 0) Human skeletons. ( 1 1 , 1 2) Skele tons in c i

floor. ( 1 4) Cfay cin erary u rn . ( 1 5 ) Fragm en t of Sam ian bowl. No perst
any kind w ere discovered ex cept part of a bron z e fibu la found la ter

, n o n

Museum , but so m e large bon es of ox en and horses were dug up and several
pins

,
&c .

,
whic h are also in t he museum [Pro c. So c. Antiq. (Se r. iii

, 448— 6 1
Antiq. 2 1 4, 2 20 I llus. Land. News

,
April

,
1 867, l, 3 80 Leic. Arch . So c. iii

,

In 1 8 74 a furth er discov ery was made in c lose prox im ity to t hose fou nd is
o f ano th er large amphora

,
now in t h e Leic ester Museum

,
also con tain in g

nails ; fou r ampul/a e of light-coloured ware ; t hree lamps of t he sam e ware
,

glass
th o se l

whole
a c ist
wh ich
tre o f

w ith in
wall o
sorrel
1 5 ft.

relics
t han
su rfac

v essel
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forest ston e
,

‘j oin ed w ith adm irable mortar ’

; v ery narrow, withou t a parapet of any kind,
and mu ch overgrown wit h moss and weeds. Th ro sby con sidered t hat t hey were undou b tedly
R oman [Views ofLeic. ii, 5 1 9

CROXTON KER R IAL .
— Onc o r two small R oman coins (bron ze) w ere fo u nd h ere w it h a British

arrow-h ead, &c .
,
in a field called Egypt [Leic. Arch. So c. iii

,

EA STON MAGNA .
— R oman po t tery was e x h ibit ed to t h e L eic est ersh ire Archaeological Soc iety in

1 85 8, wh ic h was t hou gh t to com e from h ere [In formation from Mr. Freer ; Leic. Arch.

So c. i 1 6

EDMONDTI-IOIZPi— A grea t variety of potsherds have been fou nd here, and in th e n eighbou rin g
v illages of Cot t esmore andBarrow (Ru tland) [Pro c. So c. Antiq. (Ser. xix

, Betw een t h e
v illages of Edmondthorpe and Teigh a hoard of R oman coins was fou nd in 1 7 97 , in a square
hole form ed in t he rock, 3 ft. below t h e surfac e . The c oins were of Marcus An ton inus
(n.c . 44 Trajan 98

-1 Constan tius (A .D . 29 1 Constan tin e II (A .D . 3 1 7
Magnentius (A .D . 3 50 Valen tin ian (A .D . 3 64

—
7 Valens (A .D . 3 64 Gra t ian

(A-D . 3 7 5
— 83 ) [Gena M ae 1 797 , L9 5 1

ELMESTHORPE.
— A ston e c o flin w ith a lid was fou nd n ear the infirm ary, Elm esth o pe, and is no w

in th e Leic ester Museum [c . Com . Leic.

GLEN PAR VA .
— Several Spec im ens of pot t ery, in cluding a sm all R om an martariunt and part of a

square flu e t ile, were found here [Leic. Arch. So c. iv,
GOADBY. -A piec e of gold, 2 gold ring, a fibu la

,
and various c oins fou nd in a m ound in Goadby

Park were ex hibit ed in t he t em porary museum at Melton Mowbray in 1 865 . It is also said
tha t num erous c oins and human bon es have been discovered in t h e locality [Leic. Arch. So c. iii

,

HALLATON.
—There are two so -called‘camps ’ at Hallaton (po st,‘Anc ien t ‘Castle

Hill Camp
,

’ to t he west of t h e v illage, is a large con ical mou nd, 63 0 ft. in c ircum ferenc e at
t h e base

,
1 1 8 ft . in diam eter at t h e top. Ev idences of R om an

occu pa tion hav e been fou nd, fragm en ts of c in erary u rns and o th er
po t tery

,
c ru c ibles

,
sm elted iron o re

,
&c .

,
but it has n o t afforded

de cided tokens of earlier occu pat ion , t hough the gen erally rec eived
opin ion has been that it was British [Pro c. So c. Antiq. (Se t .
vii

, 3 1 7 Leic. Arch. So c. v, On t he Ordnanc e Survey m ap
it is marked‘Saxon a considerable quan t it y of po t t ery and o th er

P” ELLA o r BRONZE, FOUND n
. remains

,
Dan ish

, Saxon , and Norman , hav e been fou nd [Leic. Arch.

H ALLATON So c. v . 7 5 H ill
,
H isto ry of Gartree, 2 84 Leic. and. R utl. N. and

Q. i, Excavations were m ade in 1 878 wit hou t any v ery
strikin g resu l ts bein g obtain ed. No traces of bu ilding o r bu ildin g
m at erial were discovered

,
no weapons

,
coins

,
o r human bon es [Pro c.

Soc. Antiq. (Ser. vii
, 3 1 6 There is a smaller rec tan gular

camp
,
abou t ft.

,
to t he west of Cas tle H ill,’ wh ic h m easures

3 00 ft. by 2 20 ft . An u n inscribed gold coin of early da t e was
fou nd in 1 848, abou t 5 00 yds. from t h e plac e [ante, Early Man

Arch . yo urn . vi, 403 E vans
,
Anct. Brit. Co ins, 7 5

In 1 8 5 6, on t h e propert y of Lord Bern ers, on a spo t where
GLASS BOWL, FOUND “7 it appears t ha t two anc ien t roads c rossed (indications of t hese roads

HALLATON
can be se en), remains

,
probably sepu lchral

,
were fou nd. They

occupied a spac e of abou t 5 ft . by 2 ft. 6 in . There were no
indications of a barrow

,
but th ey had eviden tly been inc losed in a

wooden c ist
,
and were fou nd encru st ed toge th er in a m ass, with

som e bon es [M id1. H ist. Call. u
,
66

,
The art icles fou nd

8 ito m HANDLE, FOUND AT were : fou r green glass vessels o r lac hryma tories
,
on e perfec t

,
th e

HALLATON o thers in fragm en ts fragm en ts of a ribbed green glass bo wl, and o f

a lon g-n ecked dark blu e glass bo t tle se veral piec es of Sam ian bowls
andpa terae of differen t shapes, w itho u t pot ters’ m arks

,
in a m uc h broken condition a bron z e

patella , t h e only en tire vessel fou nd port ions of a jugw ith a foliat ed ornam en t rou nd the n eck ;
a bron z e ladle, and sev eral handles, o ne represen tin g a you t h danc in g, and on e term inatin g in a

ram’s head, like t hose found at Shefl
'

o rd in Bedfordshire, and at Bartlow and To pesfield in

Essex [Arch. yo urn. xiii, 409 ; Leic. Arch. So c. i
, 7 5 Brayley

, Graphic and H ist. I llustrato r
,

344 ; Arch . xvi
,

There are said to be traces of a R oman encam pm en t on an adjacen t
h ill called‘The Ram’s Head,’ in t h e parish of Keyth o rpe [Arch . 7 aurn. xiii

,

H IGHAM ON THE HILL.
— A find was m ade in 1 607 on t h e Watling Stree t, which passes t hrou gh

Higham a large square ston e was lifted, and under it lay two o r t hree silver c oins of Trajan
(A .D . 98 w it h c oins and o th er relics of a later dat e . Burton su ggests that t his was
an al tar ston e, dedica ted to Trajan ’ [Burton, D escr . Leic. 1 3 1

-2 ; Thompso n , Assoc. Arch.

2 1 2



-
J

. w u
'

a c c s o r R oman camp o r town are n ow to be
iden m en t ions tha t num erous c oins were fou nd

,
and that founda tions of hewn

ler t h e furrows on bo th Sides o f t he road [Brit. ii, 29 7 , ed. Gou gh
,

: 2 spoke of many an cien t c oins
, great square ston es and brickes and o th er rubbish

.m an bu ildin g ’ ; and added that th e coins da t ed from Caligu la (A .D . 3 7
-
41 ) tohe Great (A .D . 3 06

—
3 7 ) [D escr . Leic. Dugdale described ‘large ston es

,

with ovens and wells, and c oins of silver and brass
,

’

and sta ted t ha t th e eart h of
I rker and richer t han elsewh ere [Wa rm i

, E lias Ashmole in 1 6 5 7 saw a

easuring 1 8 ft . by 1 2 ft . wh ich he t hou gh t was th e Site of a t emple [N ichols,
. cli Bihl. Topog. Brit. Vi i

, Stukeley, Horsley, and N ichols m en t ion furth er
a few c oins o nly, a denariu s of Mark An tony (B.C. 44 ano th er of D om it ian
and copper c oins of t h e lat e t h ird and fou rt h cen turies

,
down to Grat ian (A .D .

:eley
,
I tin . Car . 1 1 0 (ed. 2 ) Horsley,Brit. R om . 3 85 , 420 N ichols, H ist. Leic, iv,

laverfield c onsiders tha t it is now impossible to dec ide t h e prec ise position
,
th e S ize

,

er of th e R om an stat ion , it m ay have been a v illage, o r a post in g sta t ion
Ven o nae bein g on t h e edge of several parishes, Claybrooke, W ibtoft, Copston ,

has been variously desc ribed as bein g in on e o r o ther of them
,
and t h is has led

sion , and a m istaken idea t hat th e sit e is u nc ertain o r d ispu ted lVa rw .

x lviii
,

een m iles sou th-west from Leicest er, n ear to t h e Watlin g Stree t
,
and abou t half

Veno nae (High Cross) andManduessedum (Witherley andMancet ter), th ere are
am part and fosse, and R oman relics have been fou nd n ear th e site, ch iefly a hoard
in 1 87 1 ; but t h e earliest ev idenc e con cern in g t his Castle H ill

,

’

as it is called
,

eval castle [po st, Anc ien t Earthworks Leic. Arch . So c. ii
, 3 05 ; vi

,

on th e Hinckley bran ch of t h e Nu neaton and Ashby R ailway
,
abou t 1 8 in .

Fac e
,
2 R oman v esse l of brown ish ware, holdin g ra ther more than a quart, fu ll of

ins
,
was discov ered by som e labou rers who u n fortu nat ely dispersed th e con ten ts

ou ld be exam ined. Som e of these coins were seen by Mr. Thom pson
,
t h e

icester, who estimat ed t ha t th e jar must have held several hu ndreds [Asso c. Arch.

They were described as be in g in good preservat ion
,
da t in g from O tho (A .D .

s Au relius and Luc ius Verus (A .D . 1 6 1 th e most numerous bein g those of
i8-1 1 7) and Hadrian (A .D . 1 1 7 The follow in g is a list of th e numbers
as far as t hey could be ascertain ed — O tho (A .D . two V espasian (A .D . 70
lo m itian (A .D . 8 1 t hree N erva (A .D . 96 t hree ; Trajan (A .D . 9 8

— 1

rian (A .D . 1 1 7 twelve ; An ton inus Pius (A .D . 1 3 8 eigh t Faustina th e
8 three ; Faust ina t h e You n ger (A .D . 1 6 1 t hree ; Lu c ius V erus (A .D .

Marcus Au relius (A .D . 1 6 1 — 8 on e . To tal fifty-e igh t [Pro c. So c. Antiq.

82—4 ; Leic. Arch. So c. vi, 3 2 5 O .S. x lii
,

ton).— In Oc tober, 1 799, an u rn was fou nd in a ditch , in Holyoke Wood
,

silver co ins of Ju lian (A .D . 3 5 5 Gratian (A .D . 3 7 5 Theodosius (A .D .

Arcadius (A .D . 3 95 Many of th em w ere said to be in good preser
s, H ist. Leic. iii,
re seems to be no dou bt that a ma norial defenc e, known as Old IngarsbyMoat,’
i o fa stron g re c tan gu lar cam p of an early period. I ts prox im ity to Billesdon

,

-ry of spearh eads and o ther im plem en ts and R om an coins, lead to th e sam e c o n
Anc ien t Earthworks ’ O .S. x x x ii

,
6-1 I ] .

a r .
— A large bell-shaped barrow surrou nded by a ditc h is in Hall Field

,

he v illage and eas t of t h e Gartree R oad o r Via D evana. It was open ed early
ury, and again in 1 863 , when fragmen ts of bon e and of Sam ian po t t ery were
roundwas cut t hrou gh from north to sou th, t h e dep th of t he cu t tin g being
ft. Abo u t 5 ft . deep a layer of black soil

,
ash es

,
and pieces of bu rn t wood were

ies and t ee th, and on e o r two pieces of R oman po t t ery . On th e sam e level a
'n a c fn n p c a Ff l“; o Ff m a c rlie r n ve r p ci n rn l’u h lv n n rr n f a n i c k -: i i . 3 .
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a regu lar layer of black soil
,
wh ic h appeared to be th e natural level of t h e grou nd [Leic. Arch .

So c. ii
,
2 3 0, 1 863 po st, An c ien t A hoard of c oins is said to hav e been fou nd

at Kibworth, bu t t h ere is n o recorded description of it, and it was removed from the cou n t y
[Asso c. Arch. So c. ii, An inscribed ston e is said to have been fou nd here, but has been
sin ce lost [R eynolds, I tin . Brit. 448 Arch . 7 0am . x x x iv, In 1 723 a gold coin of
Ju lian (A .D . 3 5 5 fou nd at Kibwort h, n o t in t he barrow, was exhibited to t h e Soc iet y
of An tiquaries [MS. Min . So c . A n tiq . i

,
1 2 O .S. x lv,

KNAPTOFT.— A R oman vase was fou nd in a gravel pit at Knaptoft [Nichols, H ist. Leic.
i
,
p t . ii

,

LE ICESTER .
— See separat e accou n t .

LOUGHBOROUGH .
— In th e part of Charnwoo d Forest wh ich n ow forms t h e little es tat e ofMou n t

St. Bernard, n ear Lou ghborou gh , was fou nd in 1 840 a R om an u rn con tain inga grea t num ber
of coins. I t was tu rn ed o u t of t h e grou nd and broken by th e plou gh, at a depth of from
1 0 in . to 1 2 in . from th e su rface . The land had n ev er been prev iously cu ltivat ed, as far as is

kn own . The urn m easu red 2 2 in . in c ircum ferenc e, and weighed 1 2 1b. The c oins dated
from circa A .D . 2 54 to circa A .D . 2 7 3 z

— Gallienus (A .D . 2 5 3 four coins
,
w it h differen t

reverses ; Postumu s (A.D . 2 5 8 eleven coins
,
seven differen t reverses ; Claudius Go th icus

,

(A .D . 268 fou r coins
,
t hree differen t reverses ; Vic torinu s (A .D . 265 seven coins

,
five

differen t reverses ; Tetricus (A .D . 268 fi fteen coins, sev en o r eigh t differen t reverses.
Spec im en s also of t h e follow ing o ther em perors’ co ins are said to have been amon g
th em — Salo nina (A .D . 2 54 Salo n inus (A .D . 2 54 V ic torinus (A .D . 2 6 5 Marius

(A .D . Tetricus
,
ju nr. (A .D . 268— 7 3 ) Qu in t illus (A .O . Au relianus (A .D .

2 70 Probus (A .O . 2 76
— 82) bu t a particu lar exam ?natio n was m ade only of t h e

coin s prev iously m en t ion ed [? o urn. Brit. Arch . Asso c. (Ser. vii
,
1 — 5 Nuns. Chro n .

iii
,

Som e upper and lower ston es of qu erns fou nd h ere are in th e Leic es ter Museum
[R ep. M us. Com ] .

LUTTERWORTH .
— At th is place

,
which is situat ed n ear th e Watlin g Street, and n o t far from H igh

Cross, quan tities of R oman coins have been discovered at differen t t im es. In 1 72 5 Stukeley
saw a number

,
fou nd be tween Bensfo rd Bridge and Lu t t erworth , datin g from Vespasian

(A .D . 70
—
9) to Hadrian (A .D . 1 1 7

‘
all well cut, indicat in g that th ey were h idden early ’

[Nichols, H ist. Leic. i, 4 Stukeley, I tin . Cur . i
,

In 1 869 a large hoard of coins was
found

,
of wh ich only 2 54 cam e u nder exam ination . The num bers of each type were as

follows — Vitius Vo lusianus (A .D . 2 5 1 on e c oin Valerianu s (A .D . 2 5 3 t h ree coins ;
Gallienus (A .D . 2 5 3 t hree coins Salo n ina (A .D . 2 54 on e coin Salo n inu s (A .D . 2 5 3
on e coin Postumu s (A .D . 2 5 8 t hirty-sev en c oins Vic torinus (A .D . 2 6 5 on e hu ndred
and th irty coins ; Marius (A .D . on e coin ; Tetricus

,
senr. (A .D . 2 68 on e coin ;

Tetricus
,
ju n r. (A .D . 268 three coins ; Claudius Go th icus (A .D . 268 th irty—t hree

coins ; Qu in tillus (A .D . sev en coins total
,
two hu ndred and fifty

—fou r. There is reason
to suppose tha t more than t h ese were discovered [Asso c. Arch . Sac. xi

,
200 ; Leic. Arch. Sac. iv

,

3 6 ; Num . Chr o n . (n ew xi
,
1 69 , In t h e Lu t terworth Museum are a sword

,

said to be R oman
,
dug up in Wa tlin g Stree t R oad

,
and som e o f t h e coins m en t ion ed abov e

[Leic. Arch . So c. ii
,

MAR KET BOSWORTH ( 1 3 m iles west from Leic ester).— In 1 8 7 1 R oman coins w ere fou nd h ere
,
bu t

were u n fortu nately dispersed before t h ey c ou ld be exam in ed. In 1 890, on t h e sit e of Boswort h
House

, 2 ft . 6 in . below th e surface
,
a spearh ead and a gold coin were discovered [Leic. Arch.

Sac. iv, 1 9 7 ix
,

MAR KET HARBOROUGH .
—U n til t h e sit e was recen tly built over th e rem ains of a cam p were v isible

in a field to th e east of t he town
,
sloping u pwards from th e R iver Welland. R oman po t tery

and o th er relics were fou nd t h ere [po st‘Anc ien t In 1 8 7 3 wha t was thou gh t
to be a c em etery u sed by bot h R omans and Saxons was discovered, ind icat ing t h e probable
ex ist en c e of a villa n ear it. A large collec t ion of po t tery and glass, several fibulae of
differen t shapes

,
and an iron po t-hook were preserved. Som e of th em are in th e Marke t

Harborough Museum [Puh. Camh. Antiq. So c. v iii
,
1 3 3 Arch . yo urn. x x x i

, 86 ; Asso c. Arch .

So c. v iii, 3 86—40 1 Leic. Arch . So c. iii, 1 5 3
MEDBOURNE .

— A t esselat ed pavem en t was fou nd in 1 7 2 1 , in a square en trenc hm en t on h igh grou nd
n ear a stream

,
abou t m ile north—west from th e v illage

,
to t he n orth o f t h e Gartree R oad (o r

Via D evana), w hich passes through t he parish on its way from Co t tin gham to Leicest er [MS.

Min . So c . A n tiq . The pavem en t
,
which probably form ed part of a v illa

,
was te

open ed in 1 79 3 , and in 1 8 7 7 was aga in disc losed
,
and t he t esserae rem oved to th e Sou t h

Kensin gton Mu seum (plat e VII) [N ich o ls, H ist. Leic. ii, 7 1 7 ; Camden ,Brit. ii, 3 01 (ed. Gough
,

Stukeley, I tin . Cur . i, 1 09 Pro c. So c. Antiq. (Ser. vii
, 3 1 5 Leic. Arch. So c. i

,
209 ;

v
, 70, I t m easured 42 ft. by 22 ft., and was laid due north and sou th

,
at a depth of

2 1 4



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join




ROMANO—BRITISH LEICESTERSHIRE

abou t 4ft . from th e su rfac e. The pat tern was geom etrical, th e in n er tesserae be ingi» in . square,
th e ou t er on es dou ble t hat Siz e . It was t hough t to be of lat e dat e

,
abou t th e beginn in g of th e

fourth c en tury, and probably th e a trium of a R om an v illa. The mat erials used were wh in
ston e (blu e), brick (red), oolit ic ston e (drab), and com position (wh ite) on a bed of ordinary
m ortar abou t 2 in . th ick, la id on th e grou nd, wh ich gav e no indicat ion of bein g ot h erw ise
disturbed. The pavem en t showed signs of havin g been destroyed by fire .

Num erous coins
,bon es, pieces of po t tery and wall-plast er, and a ston e quern were also discovered. Silver coins

of Vespasian (A .D . 70 D om it ian (A .D . 8 1 An ton inus (A .D . 1 3 8 Honorius
(A .D . 3 95

—
42 andArcadius (A .D . 3 9 5

—
408) were iden tified [Leic. Arch . Soc. i

,
209 ; v, 70, 1 70 ;

vi
, 42 Asso c. Arch . Sac. xiv

,
lx ii Leic. andR utl. N. andQ. ii

, 209 ; Prac. So c. Antiq. (Ser. vii
,

1 96, 1 97 , Between Medbourn e and Port Hill
,
a few hu ndred yards to th e west of th e

v illage, were t hree tumu li. Two of th ese have been removed, t h e t h ird is n ow su rmou n ted by
a m ill [po st, ‘Anc ien t Earthworks ’

; Leic. Arch. So c. v
, Coins have also been found in

o th er parts of th e v illage. A small silver on e of A rcadius
,
fou nd on th e Gartree R oad

(A .D . 3 9 5
—
408) [Leic. Arch. So c. ii

, a c oin of Constan tin e (A .D . 3 06 fou nd at

Ashley on t h e Medbo urn e bou ndary [Leic. Arch . Sac. vi
, and two th ird brass Consu lar

c oins, fou nd n ear th e Manor House [Leic. Arch . Sac. i
, 29

MELTON MOWBRAY.
— N ear Melton Mowbray, in 1 863 , a gold coin of Valentin ianu s I (A .D .

3 64 and two brass coins, th e larger of Allectus (A .D . 2 93 th e smaller u ndec iph erable
,were discovered [Leic. Arch. So c. ii

,
Two gold coins of Valens (A .D . 3 64

—

78) were
also fou nd in th e n eighbou rhood in good preserva tion [Leic. Arch. So c. 1 1

, 207 O .S.
xx

,

MOIRA .
— T llc remains of a paved roadway, t hou gh t to be R oman , w ere discovered here [R eliq.

ii
,

MOUNTSOR R EL .
— In Ju n e

,
1 88 1

,
in clearingaway soil to find gran ite

,
a R oman sepulchral chamber

,

abou t 1 ft . below t h e surfac e
,
was u n eart h ed. I t was n early a parallelogram in shape

,
the

largest side bein g 8 ft . 3 in .
,
t h e shorter side 7 ft., th e ends 3 ft . 7 ln . and 2 ft . 7 in . The walls

averaged 4ft. in heigh t , and abou t 1 ft . 4in . in t h ickn ess. They were coated in side w ith
plast er from 1 in . t o 2 5 m. th ick, divided in to pan els of u n equal siz e by bands of red 2 in .

w ide
,

w ith a dado of t h e sam e colou r 8 in . from t h e grou nd . W ith in th e pan els a wide pa t tern in
colours c ou ld be discern ed

,
made by brush markin gs in red

,
black

,
and amber. One of th e

pan els on th e shorter side was ornamen ted w it h a figu re resemblin g t he let ter A .

Ou tside t he chamber
,
and independen t of it

,
abou t 1 ft . below th e presen t su rfac e

,
a band

of m ortar
, 3 in . to 7 in . t h ick

,
was to be observed. Two years before

,
an ot her cham ber had

been Open ed abou t 1 2 yds. away . I t was of rude construc t ion
,

and no t plastered . The
floor was of rou gh Swithland Sla tes, laid in clay o r very bad lim e con crete . In side it were
found bon es

,
probably of deer

,
a stag’s an tlers showin g saw-marks

,
som e pieces of dark pot tery

and tiles, and fragm en ts of coloured wall-plast er. A small iron arrow-headwas also disc overed
[Leic. Arch . So c. v, Near th is spo t were fou nd a small bron ze gou ge

,
a ston e quern ,

and so m e p iec es of pot tery [Camh Antiq. So c. v iii
,
1 3 3 Leic. Arch . Sac. ii

, A well was

Open ed at Mou n tsorre l in 1 89 8, con tain in g Celt ic and R oman remains ; a mass of con c rete
with pebbles

,
port ions of roof and flue t iles and tessera e w ere considered R oman ; a bron z e

bucke t and o th er u t ensils of t h e la t e Celtic period [a nte, Early Several of t hese t h in gs
are in th e Leicester Museum [Cam /7 . Antiq. So c. v iii

,
1 3 3 R ep. Com . Leic. M us. 1 89 1

These remains poin t to th e ex istenc e of a R oman v illa in t h e n eighbou rhood .
NARBOROUé i-I .— A coin (third brass) of An ton inu s (A .D . 1 3 8

— 6 1 ) was found n ear th e Fosse Way
in 1 862 [Leic. Arch . So c. i

,

NETHER BROUGHTON.
-Th c Fosse Way passes between U pper and N et her Brou gh ton and

Willou ghby-o n-th e-Wold in Not t in ghamsh ire
,
and N ichols stat es t ha t man y mosaic pavemen ts

were fou nd in Brough ton
,

‘
som et im es fo r as mu ch as five yards togeth er

,

’

also pot-hooks
,

o th er u t ensils
,
and a grea t quan t ity of brass co ins. Broad ston es and founda t ions were also

fou nd by th e side of th e Fosse. Stukeley dec ided that th is was t h e R oman sta t ion of Mar

gidunum (on th e west side of th e Fosse Way), bu t more recen t opin ion has dec ided t hat
Vero m etum andWillou ghby are th e sam e [N ichols, H ist. Leic. ii, pt i, 1 2 1 Stukeley

,
I tin.

Cur . i, 1 07 ; Haverfield in V.C.H . lVarw . i,

ORTON-ON-THE-H ILL .
— Colns w ere fou nd h ere in lay in g th e fou ndat ions of a house at th e west

end of th e v illage [N ichols, H ist. Leic. iv, 8
OWESTON.

— Po t tery was discovered h ere, som e of it said to be c in erary u rns [Th ro sby, Views of
Leic. n

,

ATBY.
— F ive m iles n ort h-wes t of L e ic ester is a re c tan gu lar cam p of sin gle vallum and fosse, known

as R atby Bu rrow,’ o r Bu ry Camp it lies a m ile west of t h e v illage of R atby, and oc cu p ies
an area of over n in e acres [po st, ‘An c ien t Eart hworks yo urn. Brit. Arch. Asso c. (n ew VII,
24 Leic. Arch . Sac. i

,
62 Gent. M ag. 1 7 7 3 , p .
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ROTHLEY. -The remains of a R oman v illa were discov ered in 1 90 1 n ear Rot hley Temple,
5 m iles n orth of Le icest er, abou t 5 0 yds. from t he Great Cen tral Railway sta tion

, at

th e j unc tion of the roads leadin g to Swit hland and R o th ley . The walls, so far as th ey were
traced

,
in closed an area of 45 ft . by 3 0 ft . t h e floor was composed of concrete, still so u nd and

hard
,
from 4 in . to 6 in . t h ick

,
and lay from 3 ft . to 4ft. below t h e presen t su rface . The

walls
,
2 ft. t h ick, were of large-siz ed gran it e ramm el m ade so lid w it h mortar

,
from 1 ft . 6 in . to

2 ft . in h eigh t. On t he floor w ere hypocaust piers of red t iles em bedded in m ortar
,
vary in g

from 3 in . to 3 ft . 6 in . in heigh t . The tiles showed c lay of th e sandy natu re com mon in t h e
locality

,
and were from 1 1 § in . square and 2 in . t h ick

,
to 8 in . square 3 i in . t hick. The

inside of th e bu ilding to t he level of t h e walls was filled w ith dé bris
,
in cluding gran it e, ston es,

c lay
,
mortar

,
and red c lay tiles wh ic h were t hou ght to be roof and floor tiles ; fragm en ts of

po t t ery
,
bon e

,
and horn were also fou nd. A well was discovered at th e nort h-east c orn er ; it

was rou ghly c ircular, 3 ft. in diam et er, and lin ed fo r a distan ce of 3 ft . from t h e top wit h
lim eston e slabs 3 in . t h ick

,
and fo r t h e remainder w it h gran it e ramm el

,
n o j oin ting material

bein g used. The well was also filled wit h rubbish
,
con taining fragm en ts of bon e, and

J o su e-4 re e f To an nyc ss ,

PLAN o r VILLA Ar ROTHLEY

c ov ered w ith ston e slabs to t h e sam e level as t h e walls (wide plan) . Mr. Haverfield considered
that t he plan showed a furnac e-room

,
hypocaust, and the adjac en t walling of a Roman villa

,

but th e area u ncov ered is only a sm all part of th e whole bu ilding; t h ere is m uch m ore to be
discovered [Asso c. Arch. So c. x xv i, At a later dat e, n o t far from th e east side of th e
portion u ncovered

,
a coffi n m ade of limeston e slabs was disin terred

,
bu t was considerably broken

in diggingit up. The bon es inside it were c ollec ted as far as possible. I t was ly ing east and
west

,
2 ft . below t h e su rfac e. Piec es of m any differen t kinds of po t t ery, a qu ern , and fragm ents

of tesserae were fou nd
,
also an iron kn ife

,
probably R om an

,
and a Saxon spearhead (bo th no w

with o th er t hin gs from t his plac e in th e Leic est er Museum ) [po st, An glo-Saxon R em ains

Asso c. Arch. Soc. x x v i
, 45 8 Leic. Arch. Soc. ix

,
1 5 7 Antiq. xxxviii, In 1 904 an urn

con tain in g bon es and ashes was fou nd in a sandpit, n o t far from t h e ston e c o flin [Leic. Arch .

So c. ix
,

N ichols reported t h e discovery in 1 7 2 2 of a pavem en t o fsm all red and whit e
tesserae w it h som e hum an bon es and roof tiles

,
which were fou nd ‘n ear a h edge,’ at R o th ley

(H ist. Leic. iii, 9 In 1 784
— 5 2 small piec e of pavem ent, abou t 4ft. square, made of lim e

ston e cu bes
,
a cro ss plat ed wit h silver and gilt

,

’ wit h a hook behind it
,
so me coins of

2 1 6
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Mr. Haverfield has given th e follow in g ex panded reading— Imp[eratore] Caes[are] ,
Traian [i] Parth [ic i] f [ilio] , d[iviNervae] [N] ep[o te Tr]ajan [o] Hadrian [0Au gusto patre patriae
tribun ic ia] pot [estate] iv, c o ns[ule] iii. A . R a tis [m illia passuum ] ii.

0

[Bih. Top. Brit. v iii, 7 23 ; Thom pson , H ist. Leic. 5 ; Hollin gs, Leic. Li t. So c. 3 27 ;

N ichols
,
H ist. Leic. i, 5 ; Arch . 7 0am . xx x i

, 3 5 3 ; x xx iv, 400 ; Arch . vii
, 84 ; Gent. M ag.

1 7 7 3 , p . 1 6 ; Codrin g ton , R om . R o ads in Brit. 2 5 0— 1 MS. Min . So c . An tiq . x v iii
,

i ‘The dat e given by th e Emperor’s titles is, of cou rse, t h e dat e when th e ston e was
erec ted

,
A .D . 1 20 Mr. Haverfield considered that th e ston e had been to som e ex t en t

erron eou sly recu t [Guide to the Leic. M us.

T ILTON ON TH E H I LL.
— There are said to have been som e earthworks on Honbauk H ill, and two

small en tren chmen ts furth er so u th . Coins have b een fou nd h ere in c onsiderable qu an tities.
[N ichols, H ist. Leic. i,

TUR LANGTON.
— A small brass of Arcadius (A .D . 3 95

-
408) was fou nd h ere in 1 865 [Leic. Arch.

So c. iii 1

WA LTHAM

’

ON

S]
THE Wo w s — Two ston e c offins were fou nd here in 1 860 [Leic. Arch . So c. i,

MANDuessao vu

WANL IP.
— I t has been stated tha t th e remains of a R oman v illa were fou nd at Wanlip

,
but t h e only

eviden c e fort h com in g is N ich o ls’s referen ce to man y coins of Constan tin e (A .D . 3 06 w ith
broken u rns

,
a human sku ll

,
&c .

,
having been fou nd ‘o n th e o ther side of t h e Soar

,
n ear

Wan lip [H ist. Leic. i, 4 Jew it t, R elig. x iii
,

WHETSTONE .
— D uring ex cavations fo r th e railway in 1 864 a large qu ern was fou nd [Leic. Arch.

So c. ii
,

WESTCOTES.— On t h e east Side of t h e Fosse Way, n ear Leic ester, traces of a cem e tery, con tain ing
bo th R oman and Saxon remains

,
w ere fou nd in 1 887 . Several skeletons

,
ly ing n early n orth

and sou t h
,
and w ith t hem som e fihulae, an armle t

,
sword—blades

,
fragm en ts of c oarse po t tery

,

two vases of Castor ware
,
and som e c oins were preserved. Two of t h e fihulae were large,

brass
,
of t h e fiddle pat t ern

,
two w ere smaller

,
th e sam e shape, on e had trac es of enamel and

p ieces of glass set in it [post, An glo-Saxon The five brass c oins were u ndec ipherable
ex cept on e of D om it ian (A .D . 8 1 — 96) [Bellairs, Leic. Arch. Sac. vi, A fragm en t of a
ston e inscribed

1 8 0 T. R . A .

A . N.

was fou nd n ear t h e Old House
,
Westco tes

,
and is no w in the Leic est er Museum [R ep. Com .

Leic. M



called th e Old F ield,’ o r
‘Oufo rt Bank,’ t h e Warw icksh ire side Castle Bank.

’ The earth
work m easu res abou t 600 ft . by 45 0 ft.

,
and en closes an area of n early 7 acres

,
but it is no t clear

whether it comprises th e whole o r part only of t h e R oman set tlem en t . Burton
,
in 1 62 2

,

thou gh t tha t it ex tended as far as hal f a m ile to th e west n ear Man cet ter chu rch
,
where h e

stated t ha t fou ndat ions were discovered [Burton ’s MS. quo ted by N ichols, H ist. Leic. iv,
He also m e n t ion ed coins fou nd in differen t parts, a bron ze of Nero (A .D . 54 and on e of
t h e elder Faust ina (A.D . 1 3 8

-
41 ) from Oufo rt Bank

,
With erley a Caraus

'

ius (A .D . 2 8 7
-
93 )

also from W it herley ; and o t hers from Man cet ter and towards A therston e . Stukeley
,
who

v isited t h e plac e in 1 7 2 5 , heard o f‘grea t ston es and m ortar-work— R oman brick
,
iron

,
and

grea t numbers of coins, brass and silver, and som e gold ’

[I tin . Cur . i, More rec en t
writ ers only m en t ion coins [Du gdale, Warw . 1 076 ; Horsley

,
Magna Brit. 420

N ichols
,
H ist. Leic. iv, The charac ter and ex ten t of the perman en t oc cu pat ion of th e

sit e is t h erefore u n certain , bu t itwas probably a v illage o r post in g-sta t ion [Haverfield in V.C.H

Warw . i
,
2 3 3

—
4 po st,

‘An c ien t Earthworks
MOND 1-IAM.

— A few yards of tesselated pavemen t, t h e tesserae being 1» in . square, and smaller
,

discovered in a field adjoin in g Wymondham H ouse, abou t 4ft. from t he su rface
,
probably

indicat ed t h e ex isten ce of a v illa at th is Spo t . Portions of pavem en t and pieces of pain t ed
wall-plast er have been discovered from t im e to t im e, also human bon es [Asso c. Arch . So c. viii,
lx iii ; Min . So c . An t iq. xx x iii, 1 5 Gent. M ag. 1 79 7 , i, 7 5 O . S. xxi

,
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St
r
eet which borders the c ou n ty on the sou th—west fo r a distanc e o f twen ty

one miles might have afforded ac c ess from the lower Thames
,
wh ile to the

no rth—west it passed throu gh territory that remained in Bri t i sh hands at

least t il l the seven th c en tury, and was therefore no t available fo r Teu ton ic

immigration .
Righ t through the heart o f the c oun ty run s th e Fosse Way,

from its ju nc tion with Wat ling at H igh Cross throu gh the cou n ty town to
its exit on the high ground on the north side o f t he Wreak val ley , forming
the cou n ty bou ndary there fo r nearly three miles . A third road, eviden t ly

o fRoman origin , c an be trac ed
from Leic ester sou th-east to th e
Welland

,
nearMedbo u rne ; after

passing through Rockingham
Forest to Titchmarsh it tu rn s
eastward and j oin s the Ermine
Street north o fGodmanchester.

Ano ther link was thu s formed
with London , but even with
these fac ilities progress in to the
in terior does no t seem to have
been at all rapid. The splendid
direc tness o f these h ighways is
a s tanding tes timony to the Skil l
o f the Roman su rveyor and the
nergy he c ou ld command, bu t
it mu st no t blind u s to the real
difficu l ties o f travel and tran s
port o ff the beaten track at that
early period.

A disc overy o f in terest in
this c onnexion m ay here be
no tic ed. In 1 8 24 the Wat ling
Street was under repair between
Bensfo rd (Bran sford o r Beres
ford) Bridge and the turnpike
road leading from Rugby to
Lu t terworth ; and at a poin t
abou t on e mil e from Cesters

over the labourers excavated
a number o f human skeleton s

BRONZE BROOCHES POUND NEAR BENSPORD BRIDGE (g) wh ich lay buried in the c en tre
and on bo th sides o f the high

way, at a distanc e o f 1 8 in . o r 2 ft. below the su rfac e .“ With them were
found weapon s , shield—bosses , and spear-heads varying from 6 in . to 1 5 in .

in length and retaining trac es o f the wooden shaft in the socket ; also
knives and iron bu ckles

,
Clasps

,
rings, tweezers , and feminine ornamen ts

,

bu t above all in in terest a series o f brooches wel l il lu strated in co lours
by Akerman .

’ They c omprise two ‘long ’ spec imen s wh ich are charac
teristic o f this c oun try in having h ad at least the side-knobs no t cas t in

V.C.H . Warwickshire, i, 2 5 3 . Pug. Sax. pl. xviii.
2 2 2
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and frequ en tly found in localities yielding Anglo-Saxon relic s . The original
setting o f the c en tre m ay have been a carbunc le o r glass paste , and it shou ld
here be men tioned that an oval specimen o f th e same type, set with marbled
glass, was fou nd on the site o f the London Road railway station at Leic ester,
and is now preserved in the Munic ipal Mu seum there . Th is k ind o fbrooch
h as been fou nd at Can terbu ry in assoc iation with ornamen ts richly enamel led
in the Roman manner, and the national c o l l ec tion inc ludes bo th round and

oval examples from Roman and Anglo—Saxon Sites .“

A similar disc overy h as been made On th e o ther princ ipal Roman road
o f Leic estersh ire .7 On the eastern side o f th e Fosse Way opposite West
Cotes, near the c ou n ty town , a burying-plac e was found in 1 897 , and

attribu ted to the late Roman and Saxon periods . Some Roman vases were
found and several skeleton s, lying n early north and sou th (position o f th e

h ead no t s tated) , with brooches , arm le t ,
swords, and coarse po ttery

,
the last being

fragmen ts o f an urn (possibly c inerary) .
Whether th e Roman vases were fou nd in
these graves is u nc ertain , bu t there can be
no dou bt as to th e Anglo-Saxon charac ter
o f three brooches, n o r o f the swords, as

the Roman s did no t bury weapon s with
their dead. Two o f the brooches are

figured, on e belonging to th e c ommon
long type

,
the c omparatively broad head

betokening a late date and th e form o f th e
foo t proc laiming its home manufac tu re, as
the nostrils o f the horse were greatly ex
aggerated in many English examples . The
o ther illu stration

,
though pecu liar, bears

some resemblanc e to two o f the Bensfo rd
Bridge group , and both m ay be assigned
to the late Sixth c en tury .

LONG sow n -a ni o n) BROOCHBS Ten mil es sou th o f th e coun ty border,
WEST

at Norton in Northampton shire, a very
similar bu rial-p lac e came to ligh t abou t

1 844, during th e excavation o fa mound two o r three yards wide and abou t
a yard h igh , which ran by the hedge along this same Watling Street. The
level at wh ich the bodies h ad been deposited was abou t 6 ft. below the
c rown o f th e Roman road, and abou t 2 5 ft. from its c en tre, ju s t ou tside the
original embankmen t. The graves were in a singl e line , and c on tained,
besides the skeleton s— wh ich , it is believed, laywith the heads to th e sou th
some formless pieces o fmetal , and one rude bead o famber.

“

While burial s by the side o fa great Roman h ighway m ay have been du e
to the same mo tives that lined the Via Appia near Rome with monumen t s o f
a more preten tiou s kind

,
bu rial s in the c en tre o f the road show that the

traffic along it h ad dec l ined at the time o f th e in termen t s, o r had perhaps

Co ll. Antiq. vu , 202 , pl. xx, fig. 3 .

LongWittenham Bcrhs. i, 2 2 2) and East Shefford, Berks. and Haslingfield, Cambs.
Leic. Trans. vi, 3 3 9 . Arch . xli

, 47 9 V.C.H . No rthants, i, 2 34.
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c eased altogether. Su ch a distu rbanc e o f the road-metal wou ld no t o f c ourse
impede an advanc e from the sou th by this rou te

, bu t bu rials with brooches o f
the Sixth c en tu ry below the c rown o f the road il lu strate in a graphic manner
the changes that h ad taken p lac e du ring th e c en tury and a half sinc e the
Roman official s withdrew from Britain and left the provinc e to its own
resou rc es in fac e o fTeu tonic invasion .

Th e
‘

Trent is known to have passed through Merc ia j u st as the Thames
passed through Wessex o f th e sixth c en tury, th e river no doubt affording the
easiest mean s o facc ess and commun ication in bo th cases. Though in Saxon
times the lower val ley o f the Tren t was prac tical ly one vast morass

,
acc ess to

its cou rse above Newark was rendered easy by the existenc e o f the Fosse
Way from Linco ln , wh ich was itself readily approached by river from the
coast . What slight indication s there are o f the manner in which this area
became English ground, su ggest that the main body passed up the river past
th e fu ture No t tingham to the junc tion with the Soar, and there divided, part
going westward towards th e site o f Bu rton and burying their dead at Mel
bourne, Foremark, and Stapenhil l ,’ and o thers passing up the tribu tary and

l eaving trac es o f their oc c upation in such bu rial—grounds as that adjoin ing
Kingston Hal l .10 Lit tle more than ten miles sou thward along the val ley is the
site o f the first Anglo-Saxon discoveries recorded in Leic estershire .

The valu e o f discoveries at Ro thley Temple h as been mu ch impaired
by careless excavation bu t th ere c an be no doubt that the site was oc cupied
in early Anglo-Saxon times . As long ago as 1 7 84 a numbe r o fRoman c oin s

,

chiefly o f the Emperor Con stan t ine (3 06 and a c ircu lar piec e o f bronze
,

being perhaps part o fa brooc h , were fou nd by a labou rer digging a ditch in a

field near Ro thley Temple . A few yards distan t , remain s o fa bu ilding and the
cru c iform brooch here il lu strated (c o lou red plate , fig. 3 ) were met with at a

depth o f 2 ft. and 60 yards from the spo t was a tesselated pavemen t abou t
4ft. square, lying abou t I ft. from the su rfac e and c onsisting o f limeston e and
bu rn t c lay cu bes, this lat ter o f several c o lou rs. These disc overies were re
ported to the Soc iety o fAn tiqu aries o fLondon 1 1 by the occupan t o fRo thley
Temple, Thomas Babington , the u nc l e o f Lord Macau lay

,
and th e brooc h

was presen ted by h im in 1 7 88 to the society, by whose permission it is
reprodu ced.

This u nwieldy and barbaric ornamen t is prac tical ly the final form in

England o f the ‘long brooch c ommon in the Scandinavian c oun tries and in
part s o fEngland, but its paren tage c ou ld hardly be divined, so exten sive are

the changes in trodu ced bo th in ou t line and decoration . The three limbs o f
th e head represen t the knobs at tached to the edges o f the square o r oblong
plate o f th e Sc andinavian brooch , which was o f s tou t bronze w ith faceted
foo t terminating in a

‘horse ’s head
,

’

and with the head sometimes raised
across the c en tre and lightly Stamped with rings o r o ther simple pattern s .
The tendency in England was to flatten the knobs and the bow,

and to
broaden the extremities . F o r the plain su rfac e o f the bronze was substitu ted
gilding, engraving, and Silver plates o r disc s at tached to the terminal s and

V.C.H . Derh. i, 2 7 2
-
5 .

1° V.C.H . Notts. i, 20 1 .

MS. Minu tes, vol. xxii, 43 3 Arch . ix, 3 70 Nichols, Hist. q eic. iii, 9 5 6 , pl. 1 29 Akerman
, Pagan

Saxandant, pl . xx, fig. 2 (brooch), 40. Fo r further Roman discoveries, see Leic. Trans. ix, 1 5 7 , 2 3 9 ( 1 90 1 )
Prac. Soc. Antiq. xix, 245 .
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Ano ther brooch , from almost the same spo t , was fou nd in 1 7 9 1 and

engraved in Nich o ls’s h istory 1“ o f the c oun ty. From c omparison with the
c ru c iform specimen men tioned above, the length shou ld be abou t 7 4 ia . ;

and though no doubt c on temporary and derived from the same pro to type , it
presen t s some in teresting pecu liarities . While the o ther is tru ly cruc iform ,

this h as a squ are head with proj ec tion s at the angles that betray its c o m
paratively late date ; and the essen tial features o f the brooch are again those
o f the ‘long ’ brooch o f Sc andinavia. In the presen t case the somewhat
severe ou t line and ornamen tation o f that type have been modified through the
influ enc e o f the English squ are-headed brooch which is if anything over
decorated, and the resu l t is withou t a paral lel on the Con tinen t . As the
wings below the bow do no t appear on the original Scandinavian ‘long ’

brooch till the Sixth c en tu ry
,
there can be little hesitation in assigning bo th

these brooches to the seven th c en tu ry and regarding them as among the latest
developmen ts o fpagan Teu ton ic art in England.

The neighbourhood was further investigated in 1 896 by Mr. W.

Tru eman Tu cker, who presen ted an il lu strated report to the Leic ester Literary
and Philosophical Soc iety .

1 3 The Manchester, Sheffi eld, and Linc oln shire
line to London (now known as the Great Cen tral Railway) was then being
c on stru c ted at the c ross—roads five miles bo th from L eicester and Lough
borou gh at the meeting—poin t o f roads from those towns and Charnwood
Forest . At this spo t many human Skeleton s were disin terred, bu t most were
removed with the excavated earth to form the embankmen t . Some o f the
bu rial s were more c losely observed, and probably all were no t more than 2 ft.

deep , the floor being lined with Charnwood Forest slates and the bodies laid
at fu l l l eng th , though the direc tion is no t stated. Several o f the graves
c on tained a large quan tity o fcharc oal whic h was taken to indicate cremation
o f the body in some cases , bu t this is no t in itselfconc lu sive evidenc e . N o r

is it c ertain that th e po t tery fragmen ts al so found in these graves belonged to
c inerary urn s

,
as there is no men tion o f bu rn t bones . At Frilford, Berk

shire , fo r in stanc e, graves o f Roman s o r Romanized natives frequ en tly
c on tained, in addition to the Skeleton s, bones and teeth o f an imal s, oyster
shells and po tsherds, all perhaps the refu se o ffuneral feasts and here as w ell
as at Long Wit tenham charc oal was al so no tic ed in many o f the in termen ts .“

I t is probable that most, ifno t all, the sherds o fRoman ware men tioned
from the site came from the Roman vil la o f which the tesselated floor was

Vo l. iii, pl. 1 29 , fig . 1 6 a, h fo r other finds, see figs. 1 7
— 20 (round brooch with cen tral stud, and

rings of metal) . A similar brooch with stud from Offchurch, Warwickshire, is figu red (in section on ly) j ourn.
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ngth , is o f the
e

large square—headed variety with gil t
plate I , fig. I

,) common in th e midlands and Eas t
dates from abou t A .D . 600 , the o ther is o f Scandi
bronze stem and squ are head-plate

,
the lat ter having

mou lded in one piec e with it
,
the o ther two‘ knobs ,

he edges
,
having disappeared.

workmen , the sku l l was in each case lying at some
c m the remainder o f the skeleton

,
bu t in the absenc e

no t n ecessary to suppose that the bodies h ad been
rial . Some o f th e sku l l s, thou gh fragmen tary, were
fnchly at Cambridge , and the longitudinal indic es o f

08 , 7 9
— 82 , and 7 3 . The third is the on ly one likely

xon and c omparison with the Frilford and Reading
1 e o thers belonged to Roman o r Cel t ic subj ec ts .
d that two complete qu ern s o r hand-mil ls fo r grain
he railway excavation s . They might be as early
o r as late as the Anglo-Saxon period, bu t it m ay
large number were found in the Late-Cel tic camp
npto nsh ire and examples have been fou nd in a grave
1 date at Reading, 1 8 and in Anglo-Saxon intermen ts on
re and at Ho lme Pierrepon t , N o ttingham sh ire .

er up the val ley we arrive at the cen tre o f the c oun ty
>lated discoveries have been made , though no c emeteries
lugh t to ligh t . The an tiqu ities now in the Mun ic ipal
u rn s from the town : one o f rather grac efu l form
[ in 1 866 , 3 ft. deep , at th e back o fCou rt A , Chu rch
1 uman bones and is o fgrey ware with fou r inc ised l ines
[ he height and diameter are bo th 8 in . ,

and the vessel
vered by an iron shield-boss o f the u sual Saxon pat tern ,
ween the h eads o f two skele ton s bu ried at the same
ine t in charac ter from the o ther, which was fou nd on
1d 65 Simpson ’s fac tory , Belgrave Gate . I t h as a Wide
:ly, the ornamen t con sisting o f lines round th e neck and

vle lines on the shou lder. Bo th these urn s poin t to the
1 post-Roman times .
o rthy o f no tic e is o f black g lass, resembling a large
:d and white c ircular spo ts irregu larly plac ed. I t was

, and resembles somewhat c losely a specimen in the
8: iii accompanying Mr. Tucker’s paper.
illustrated by Mr. Tu cker, pl . ii.
Btrb . i, 2 3 7 .

.th references ; V.C H Natty. i, 1 9 5
. J - .w L A . L
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British Mu seum from a Frankish c emetery at Herpes , De
'p t . Charen te ,

Franc e , probably o f the sixth o r seven th c en tury .

A se t o f toile t artic les attached to a ring, in a manner remin isc en t o f
the Roman period, h as been found near Bu t t Close Lan e and is here il lu s
trated.

1 9 Annu lar o r qu oit-shaped brooches are common in the c ou n ty
,
and

examples have been found bo th in H igh Cross S treet and Bu t t Close ; bu t a
penannu lar spec imen (plate I , fig. from the town is somewhat o f

.
a rarity.

This well—defined type is seldom found with any obj ec ts that enable u s

to date it with c ertain ty, but it is somewhat widely distribu ted, and the ter
m inals suggest a transition between the Roman and Anglo-Saxon s tyles o f
ornamen t that is al so observable on c ertain Irish an tiqu ities . Indeed, it is
commonest on the further side o f St . George

’s Channel ; bu t two are known
from Wales , and single spec imen s have c ome from D erbyshire, Berkshire, and
Ken t

,
the last-named cou n ty fu rn ishing an indication o f date , as the bifron s

specimen was associated with a spoon and brooch
dating from abou t A .D . 5 00.

The date o f ano ther brooch fou nd in Leicester is
no t qu ite c lear, though several spec imen s are extan t .
I t c on sists o f a heavy bronze ring o f c ircu lar sec tion ,
to which is at tached a ring—headed pin ,

likewise o f

so lid workmanship, with charac teristic transverse lines
ju st below the head. Four were found at No ttingham

,

and the available evidenc e h as been detailed in connexion
with them

,

"0 the probability being that they all belong
to the latest Anglo-Saxon , o r possibly to the Norman ,
period. With this m ay be c lassed an engraved girdle
end o fbone , found in 1 864 at a depth o f 7 ft. in H igh
Cross S treet . The il lu stration (plate I I , fig. 2) wil l ren
der a description u nnec essary, and shows the ho les at
one end by wh ich it was attached to a bel t. A very

To m r Am en as, m asr sa similar piec e from London is preserved in the Gu ild
(i ) hal l Mu seum

,
and bo th exhibit the in tertwined animal s

and fo liage in troduc ed at the time o f the Carlovingian Renaissanc e, though
there is lit t le to distingu ish it from early Norman work .

Three miles further up the Soar Valley, bu t a lit t le east o f the main s tream ,

are th e sites o f Anglo-Saxon in termen ts
,
which are o f Special in terest and

importanc e in a cou n ty that is rath er better known fo r its isolated finds o f
brooches. In c lose proximity to Great Wigston and G len Parva were
eviden tly Teu tonic sett lers who in their personal ornament s perpetuated a

Norwegian tradition , though all the grave furniture was eviden tly m anufac

tured in this c oun try . The use o f large stones as a c overing fo r the grave on
bo th sites shou ld al so be remarked

,
as the same was observed at Medbou rne .

In the parish o fGreat Wigston abou t twen ty skeleton s o f the Anglo-Saxon
period were discovered in 1 7 9 5 and recorded by Nichol s, who fortunately
gave il lu stration s o f th e grave furniture ." The in termen ts h ad been made on
sloping ground resting on gravel within a square o f 1 0 yds. in differen t

Leif. Tram . 1 1 , 1 1 2 .

‘9‘
z1 rd . Cant. x, 303 , grave 6 . V.O.H . Nam . i, 204.

H irt. cy
'

Leic. iv, 3 7 7 , pl. lv. the figures’ are also given in Co /kctarxea Antigua, 1 1, 1 6 7 , pl. xlii. The
site is nearWigston Hall Chapel

, and is marked on the 2 5-in . Map, xxxvii, 1 1 .

2 2 8
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England as the ‘long ’ brooc h , as cru ciform better describes a later s tage o f
developmen t pecu liar to England. I t is impossible to dec ide from

'

th e draw
ingwhether th e bosses at tached to the head-plate were round o r flattened and

cas t in on e piec e with the brooch , bu t the head-plate is o f native form and

th e date is almost c ertain ly sixth c en tury . The o ther is gil t andmore elaborate
bu t based on the ‘long brooch , wh ich accoun ts fo r the spreading foo t, the
1 square plate below the bow ,

and the plain c en tral portion o f the head. O th er
parts o f the su rfac e are c overed with decoration borrowed from th e native
square-headed type on which the an imal natives o fth e sixth c en tury were freely
employed, and even the rough drawing that survives shows c l early enough
beaked animal h eads and the devic e that is sometimes con sidered to represen t
the human fac e . Th is b lend o f the two styles seems to date from th e latter
part o f the sixth c en tu ry, and no doubt c on tinu ed in to the n ext , whil e the
wings below the bow appear in the latest stages o f the Scandinavian c ruc iform
brooches .

In 1 8 66 Major Joseph Kn ight exh ibited to the Leic estershire Arch itec

tu ral and Archaeo logical Soc iety a series o fAnglo-Saxon an tiqu ities found at

Glen Parva on a property o fh is c al l ed Rye H il l C lose in February o f that year.

H is acc ou n t 22 showed that they h ad been discovered by workmen digging fo r
gravel on th e summit o f a low sand-h il l

,
abou t 2 00 yards from the fou rth

milestone on the east side o f the road from Leic ester to Lu tterworth . Abou t
two feet from the su rfac e some stones were found forming a rude arch , which
h ad served to pro tec t a skeleton lying with the head to th e sou th and in

exc el len t preservation . The teeth were as u sual perfec t, and th e sku l l was

that o f a woman o fabou t th irty years o fage . The grave furniture was c o m

paratively rich , c on sisting o f personal ornamen ts and u ten sil s o f rec ogn ized
types . A con ic al glass cup abou t 6 in . in height and 2 % in . across the mou th ,
with horizon tal ribs below the lip, was found near the head. Thou gh broken
in removal from th e grave , it was eviden tly o f th e tumbler variety, no t being
made to s tand alon e . The co lou r is pal e green , like those from Baggrave and

H igh Down
,
Su ssex twen ty-eigh t beads strung as a necklac e are al so o f

glass , the c en tral spec imen being o f the Roman melon shape , made o f a

tu rqu oise-co lou red frit an animal ’s c law was also worn on the n ecklac e . A

piec e o f c rystal regu larly fac eted and perforated, 3 3; oz. in weight, was per

haps u sed as a spindl e-whorl
, bu t su ch c rystals m ay have been occasional ly

worn as beads o r pendan ts. Spec imen s m ay be c ited from Worc estershire ,
Warwickshire , Glou c estershire , N o rth am pto nsh ire , and Cambridgeshire, wh ile
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triangu lar ears proj ec ting from the top , pierced fo r at tach ing a handl e both
are well-known Anglo-Saxon forms, bu t the presenc e o f a smal l glass jug,
possibly o f Roman manufac ture , is qu ite unu sual . A shield-boss o f c ommon
form

,
portion o f a long broad sword-blade, lanc e-head, bu ckles , and a frag

men t o f c lo th c omplete the list , and all came from a bed o f dry sand below
the surfac e at a spo t on (o r n ear) which there onc e existed a long rampart
runn ing north and sou th , possibly the side o fa camp .

Nearly fou r miles up the same val ley is Sysonby, where in 1 8 5 9 some
human bones

,
with spear-heads and shield-boss, bronze ring and bu ckle, were

found by labou rers on the ground o f Mr. Wright , near Melton Mowbray .

These remain s were presen ted in 1 8 5 9 to the Bede Hou se Mu seum at Melton
Mowbray, bu t there is no thing further known o f the discovery

,
exc ep t that

there were no grave-mounds marking the site .” A lanc e-head from this
find measu res abou t 1 gin . ,

and h as a split socket o f unu sual length in

proportion to the blade
,
wh ic h is leaf-shaped.

In teresting disc overies have been made from time to time upon high
ground to the north o fMelton Mowbray, where gravel is dugand the u nder
lying c lay u sed in brick-making . In 1 860 a number o f human skeleton s
were met with at a dep th o f 2 to 3 ft. resting on the gravel , some with stones
plac ed as pil lows u nder th e heads . The bodies h ad been plac ed in rows
3 to 4. ft. apart , and one at least h ad the head at the west end o f th e grave .
Spear-heads

,
beads

,
a kn ife , and some pot tery were fou nd, indicating burial s

o f bo th sexes
,
and one sku l l was iso lated— a no t unfrequ en t occ u rrenc e in

c emeteries o f the period. Two years later seven skeleton s were carefu l ly
uncovered on this site , and were observed to be 2 ft. from the surfac e , with
the head to the west ; bu t no rel ic s were discovered on this occasion . In
1 866 more produ c tive discoveries were made by Mr. Fetch ’s workmen , and
M r. Ingram ’s report 3° supplemen ted by a paper “1 by Mr. North . The
skeleton s lay as before , and on e was that o f a warrior who h ad been buried
with a spear at h is right side, the blade and socket measu ring together 2 22in .

A kn ife was fou nd c lose by the ribs on the righ t side , and upon the middle
o f the body h ad been laid a shield

,
the iron rivets , brace, and boss o f which

alone remained. In o ther graves, no t spec ified prec isely, were found a second
shield-boss and spear-heads o f variou s leng ths, al so two urn s

,
the larger o f

wh ich was 52in . high with a maximum diameter o f o i in . This was found
within a grave

,
and canno t therefore be regarded as a c inerary urn . One

’a'Hist. if Leic. i, App. p . 1 3 6, pl 50. 7 0am . Brit. Arab. xvi, 3 1 1 Leic. Tram . iii, 3 9.



sword was fou nd, o f the u sual Anglo-Saxon type , straight and double-edged,
measu ring in length and 2 5 in . at the widest part o f the blade, and
retaining trac es o f its wooden scabbard. Another specimen was recovered
later in 1 866

, with a leng th o f 3 9 in .
,
and again trac es o f the scabbard were

found with it in the grave
, bu t no skeleton . On the middle o f this sword

lay the shield-boss and two spear-heads
,
o f wh ich one measu red no l ess than

2 } ft were on the righ t o f the sword. The remain s o f a bu cket are also
recorded from this site the staves h ad perished, bu t enough metal remained
to give a c lear idea o f its original appearanc e . The two upper hoops were
o f bronze , the lip being turn ed over an iron ro d and having a depth o f 1 1. in .

,

wh ile the band below was i in . wider. Towards the bottom o f the bu cket
were four hoops o f iron , gin . wide and placed at in terval s o f 1 3 in . Eight
bronze rivets with c irc u lar heads more than an inch across were arranged in
the spac e between the bronze and iron hoops ; and the vessel h ad been
carried no t as u su al by a semicircu lar handle, bu t by two stou t iron rings,
nearly 5 in . in diameter, at tached at the rim

,
th e who le being streng thened

by iron uprights . The mean diameter was 2 0 in .
,
and its c apac ity was cal

culated at abou t 4. to 5 gal lon s. These dimen sions mu ch exc eed those o f the
ordinary sepu lchral bu cket o f the period

,
bu t c orrespond fairly well to that

found in the wel l-known Taplow barrow,

” which dates from abou t A .D . 6 20 .

In the Leic ester Mu seum
,
presen ted in 1 87 0 ,

are fou r double glass beads ,
o fa type some times found, as at Ipswich rec en tly : a few o famethyst and some
smal l disks o f shell

, all apparen t ly belonging to a necklac e o r brac elet , but
found with swords and o ther weapon s at Beck M il l , Melton Mowbray .

This seems to be all that remain s o f several in termen ts .
Two miles to the east is the site o f th e largest Anglo-Saxon c emetery

as ye t discovered in th e cou n ty, c lose to the Ru tland border. In 1 8 5 7
Mr. James Thompson described c ertain Anglo-Saxon an tiqu ities discovered
in 1 82 3 on ground afterwards thrown in to Stapleford Park, the seat o f

Lord Harborough .

83 They were fou nd abou t 3 ft. below the su rfac e, having
at one time been c overed by a low mound ; and c on sisted o f po t tery , orna
men ts

,
and weapon s . The fou r u rn s were eviden tly o f th e kind u sual in

c remated in termen ts , two having bosses round the body , and all c on taining
bones and earth . The brooches retained trac es o f gilding ,“ and were two
in number, belonging to differen t types , general ly known as the square-headed
and c ru ciform . Withou t going in to detail it m ay be stated that th e former
is al lied to a Sou th German type , and though in a damaged condition , shows
the degenerate animal ornamen t o f the Teu tonic world, dating from abou t
the year 600 wh ile the cruc iform brooch is a native developmen t o r carica

tu re o f the Norwegian ‘long brooch , and belongs to the same period. I t is,
like the o ther

,
o f bronze, and measures 7 19+ in . The beads were as u sual o f

lass o r glass—paste, in laid with variou s c o lours in striped pattern s, and one
half o fa ho l low metal globu lar bead like one found at Sleaford, Lincolnshire ,“s

was inc luded among them . Tweezers and o ther toile t artic les were found, as
well as portion s o f two iron shield-bosses, spear— heads and lanc e-heads, a

bu ckle , and what looks like the pommel o fa sword : 8° the knife wasfo r every

V.O.H . Bucky. i, 203 . Leic. Tram . i, 1 59 ; Prac. Soc. Antig. xiii, 3 3 1 , pu ts this discovery in 1 8 3 3 .

3‘These are illustrated in Anastatic Soc iety’s vol. fo r 1 8 5 8 , plates xxvi, xxvii, and indiii
'

erently in Leic.

Tram . iii, 3 9 . Arab. 1, pl. xxiii, fig. 8 .

‘6 Anastatic So c . 1 8 5 8 , plates xxv, xxvi see p . 5 .
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day use , and oc c u rs frequ en t ly in graves o f bo th sexes . These remain s are

no w preserved in th e Bede Hou se M u seum at Melton Mowbray
,
wh ich al so

c on tain s fou r annu lar brooches and a bronze pin with fac eted head and ring
from this site .

In the national c o l l ec tion is a patinated bronze brooch (plate I , fig
.

which recal l s the ‘long ’ brooch o f Scandinavia, bu t h as the head bordered
in the same styl e as a larger spec imen from the same site j u st described

,
and

h as a spreading foo t that is c ommon
'

among Eng lish examples o f this period
,

and m ay have been derived from a Bal tic sou rc e .
More exten sive discoveries were made in 1 890

— 1 du ring the con strue
tion o f the railway from Saxby to Bou rn e, in Linco ln shire . The site o fwhat
was eviden tly a mixed c emetery is c lose to a smal l pond to the sou th o f th e
railway line , abou t 2 5 0 yards eas t o f th e road that c rosses the railway at

the new Saxby station . I t was visited by D r. J C . Co x, who qu estioned
the workmen , and furn ished an accou n t, withou t il lu stration s o r fu l l detail s
o f the obj ec ts, to the Soc iety o f An tiquaries .87 H e exhibited and described
the finds o f April , 1 89 1 , which inc luded six tolerably perfec t c inerary u rn s
(plate I I I) , on e being o f u nu sual ly large size, 1 Igin . high . Many o thers
h ad been broken by the navvies , bu t th e majority o f these rough hand-made
vessel s c on tained calcined human bones in smal l piec es c losely packed together,
and thu s agree with a large number found in the Anglian distric ts o fEngland.

Several spec imen s were decorated with vertical bosses formed by pressure
from the inside , and by the impression s o f stamps bearing differen t geometrical
design s o f simple charac ter and all were o fc oarse dark-co loured paste in ter
spersed with partic les o f white flin t and spar. They range between 9 in . and

4. in . in heigh t , and the smal ler ones are plain and roughly made in bowl-form ,

like spec imen s from Ro thley Temple . They were in most cases heaped
round w ith large— sized pebbles at Saxby .

The site was one o f many north o f the Thames in which bu rn t and

u nburn t bodies had been buried side by side and was a smal l p lo t o f ground
abou t 30 yards long , situ ated a few yards north o f the find in 1 8 3 3 already
men tioned. A c on siderable number o f skeleton s were exposed, lying with in
a few feet o f the u rn s and at abou t the same level— 1 5 to 3 6 in . in a ligh t
soil resting on a harder gravel the mal es having knives, daggers , and Spear
heads o r the remain s o f sh ields by their side, and th e females , brooches, beads,
o r o ther ornamen ts . Several smal ler u rn s

,
no t o f c inerary charac ter, were

u ncovered near the skele tons , apparen tly at the head, and the bodies h ad been
plac ed in th e graves with the head at the east end. Th is position is very
u nu sual , the opposite being th e ru le

,
bu t excep tion s occu r even in Ken t

,

where the burial s are uniform ly by way o finhumation .

The weapon s inc luded a fin e spear-head o f iron and several smal ler
lanc e-heads, all bu t one having the Split socket charac teristic o f the Anglo
Saxon period. One c omplete shield-boss o f iron , 6 in . in diameter

,
and some

fragmen ts o f o thers were fou nd. There were two pierc ed Roman coin s u sed
as pendan ts, a pair o ftweezers, variou s beads o fglass and amber, and a fine series
o f‘long brooches (plate IV) , some o fwhich are damaged. Two ornamen ted
fragmen ts belonged to the feet o f larger specimen s o f the same general
charac ter. An iron ro d 7 2in . long with dou ble hook at on e end

,
generally

'7 Proc. Soc. Antig. xiii, 3 3 1 repeated in Leic. Tram . viii,
2 34
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known as a girdle-hanger, bu t o f u nc ertain u se (un less to work a primitive
bo l t) , completes the list o f disc overies at Saxby, mos t o f which are in the
possession o f the M idland Railway Company at Derby . Acc ess to the
c o l lec tion and permission to pho tograph specimen s fo r reproduc tion were
readily acc orded by the engineer-in—chief, Mr. W . B . Worthington .

Between Saxby and the c ou n ty town lies the dis tric t that seems to have
most at trac ted the earliest English inhabitan ts o fthe cou n ty, and there are trac es
at Twyford o f British influ enc e . Two trefoil escu tcheon s (plate I , fig. 2) o f
bronze with hooks at th e top are in th e mu seum at Leic ester, with the base o f
a bronze bowl , perforated apparen tly fo r the rive t that at tached a disc to the
ou tside o r in side o f the vessel . The mou n t s are no t a pair and are o fu nu sual
form, bu t their pecu liar hooks indicate their u se

, fo r at taching chain s to the
rim which h ad a ho l low mou lding . Such at tachmen ts are general ly c ircular
in this c oun try and enamelled with red and o ther sunk enamels in th e peculiar
ecc en tric pattern s o fLate‘Cel tic art, and the recen t find o fa very early bow l
so fi tted c onfirms their British origin . The exac t u se o f su ch elaborate
bow ls is s til l a my stery, bu t that the majority belong to the post-Roman
period is eviden t

,
and two mou lded annu lar brooches and part o f a bu cket o f

regu lar Anglo-Saxon manufac ture come from the same site
,
though there is

no record o f the discovery . The two c ivilization s are again represen ted by
obj ec ts fou nd between Twyford and Burrough H il l and now at L eic ester ;
the bronze moun ts o fa bu cket , o f somewhat fragil e make, are preserved along
with a necklac e o f amber beads and two silver bars between 5 in . and 6 in .

long, together forming a c lasp , which m ay be o fAnglo-Saxon origin some
what similar fasten ings are seen on long chain s found in Frankish graves o f
the eighth c entu ry.

87a Anglian set tlemen t on this site is further indicated by
a pair o f silver-wire loops with the ends spiral ly c oiled

,
like spec imen s from

Beeby in this c oun ty and from Kenn inghal l
,
N o rfo lk .

” They were doubtless
at tached to th e dress and u sed fo r fasten ing it, like the modern hook-and-eye .
Similar fastenings , bu t o fbronze, were in use at least a thou sand years earlier,
as several have been fou nd on Late Bronze Age sites in Switzerland and

Franc e .
There is a bare record 89

o f ano th er discovery in the same n eighbour
hood. In 1 8 5 2 o r earlier a skeleton was found in digging fo r gravel n ear
Lowesby Hal l , th e residenc e o f Sir Frederick F o wke . With it was a sword
o fordinary type , a spear-head o fu nu sual length , and an iron arrow-head. Th is
last is o f rare occurrenc e in this c oun try

, bu t if properly described m ay be
c ompared with spec imen s from the Isle o fWight

,

40 now in the armoury o f

the Tower o f London . The bow was more frequ en t ly u sed by th e Franks
and A lemanni o fBavaria. Perhaps the on ly record o fa find near Hungerton
is to be found on th e Ordnanc e map .

40a The site is ju s t north o f th e road
from Keyham (which is 2 mil e to the west) , at th e sou th-east c orner o f

Foxho les Spinney . A spear-head and c lasp were found, and probably
belonged to an in termen t, but detail s are wan ting.

An iron spear and shield-boss found on the estate o f D r. Bu rnaby (o f
Greenwich) at Baggrave , with o ther fragmen ts o f iron and sepu lchral relic s,
apparen tly from the same barrow

,
were presen ted to Rev . James D ouglas,

Boulanger, Le pl. 45 , fig. 1 .

’8 V.C.H . Nada/k, i, 340, fig. 1 .
”9 Prac. Sac. Aatig. (Ser. 2 5 5 . V.C.H . Harm, i, 3 8 8 . 2 5

-ia . O.S. xxxii, 6 .
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wh'o i l lu strat ed some o f them in h is Nem
'

a Britannica .

“ The boss h ad five
rivets in th e rim and wood on the u nder part , showing th e material o f the
shield. The in termen t h ad apparen tly been made in s tiff marly soil , and

from the same range o f grave-mou nds was recovered a bead o f spindl e-whorl
form , made on the lath e from th e epiphysis o f some large animal (probably
the ox) and ornamen ted with the ring-and-do t pat tern . Plain spec imen s o f
the same material are known from su ch British sites as G las tonbury, bu t the
presen t example m ay have been worn like those o f glass, crystal , o r amber,

Bao o c a z s, Cu sp, AND Nz cxwr o r Bu ns
, rao m Bz z sr

frequ en tly fou nd in Anglo-Saxon graves . Nicho l s‘9 was further informed
by Douglas that there were probably two graves on this site

,
one with the

spear and shield-boss , the o ther c on taining two iron hoops, 9 in . in diameter,
bronze rims, brac ers , and rivets at tached to a wooden bu cket , o fwhich the
diameter is given as 6 in . , bu t it probably tapered towards the mou th .

Published in 1 79 3 pp . 2 7 , 8 8 , pl. 7 , figs. 2 , 4 and pl. xxi, 9 .

Hist. q rir. iii
,
pl. p . 2 89.

2 3 7
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In the win ter o f 1 844 an in termen t , eviden tly o f a woman
, was found

du ring drainage operation s 2 3 ft. below the su rfac e in a field known as The
Gorse Close ,

’ fifty yards from the h ighway , in the parish o f Beeby .

“ On ly
a few teeth remained o f the skeleton , bu t the grave—goods comprised seven ty
one beads o f variou s shapes and material s, inc luding amber and glass

,
th e

latter o f tran sluc en t blu e and opaqu e co lours, wh il e at the c en tre o f the
necklac e was a large fac eted bead o f c rystal , o f the kind often found in
graves o f this period, as at Glen Parva, in th e same cou n ty , and St . Nicho las,
Warwick .

“ Found apart , th is wou ld natu ral ly b e taken fo r a sp indle-whorl,
more fo r ornamen t than u se

, bu t Spec imen s o f similar dimen sion s are known
to have belonged to necklac es, and have the perforation worn by fric tion
with the thread. The grave further c on tained three hooks-and-eyes o f stou t
silver wire, eviden t ly fo r fas tening the dress, as at Twyford. Bu t the ch ief
feature o f the grave was a trio o fbrooc hes, all o f the same Scandinavian type,
bu t with minor differenc es o f ou tline and ornamen t . Of these the c en tral
Spec imen is the pu rest in style and c orresponds best o f all to the Norwegian
pattern , wh il e the o th er two , which c on stitu te a pair, bu t are in part defee
t ive

,
Show in su lar workman sh ip . One o f the knobs stil l remain s in position

on the square head-plate
,
and, as on th e majority o f English specimen s

, was

fastened by c lasping the th in edge o f the plate . The side pair as wel l as all

those on th e o ther brooch are wan ting bu t were eviden t ly aflixed
'

in the same
way, serving original ly to ho ld the ends o f the spiral spring-coil o f the pin
behind the head. The third spec imen show s the method c ommon at the
time in Norway and Sweden , as opposed to Denmark and England, whereby
the knobs were reduc ed to a pu rely ornamen tal feature and cast in on e piec e
w ith the head. The extravagan t developmen t o f the so —cal led horse ’s head
at the foot probably marks a s tage beyond any represen ted in Scandinavia,
where this type o f brooch (there known as c ruc iform) wen t o u t o f fashion in
the lat ter part o f the sixth c en tu ry. The Beeby bu rial m ay therefore date
from the last quarter o f that c en tu ry, bu t in view o f further developmen t s
in this part o f the cou n try, the type probably did no t survive in to the
su cc eeding c en tu ry .

The Ingarsby brooch
46

(co lou red plate, fig . 1 ) h as been well published
and is remarkable no t on ly fo r its u nu su al size bu t al so fo r its set tings o f
garnets and blue glass . When perfec t it mu st have been abou t 6 % in . in

length and the width o f the head is 3 8 in . I t belongs to the squ are—headed
type common to this c oun try , Scandinavia, and Sou th Germany, bu t bears
unmistakable sign s o f English manufac ture . The appearanc e o f j ewels on
this kind o fbrooch is itself an indication o f a comparatively late date, and
while the Bil lesdon spec imen (c olou red plate , fig . 2) presen ts the type in an

early and almost pu re form ,
the brooch under discu ssion mu st mark an advanc ed

stage o fdecadenc e, anddates probably from the early part o fthe seven th c en tury .

The animal forms charac teristic o fTeu ton ic art in th e sixth c en tu ry are barely
represen ted on the earlier brooch , wh ile on the Ingarsby fragmen t they are so
dismembered and distorted as to be beyond rec ognition , andmark a time when
mere hugeness o fform h ad become the aim o f the bronze-worker in plac e o f

Anastatic Society’s vol . fo r 1 8 5 8, p. 1 0
,
pl . 11 1 Leia. Tram . i, 42 , 64.

V.C.H . Warw . i, 2 5 8 .

Akerman , Pag. Sax. pl . xvi Coll. Antiq. 1 1 , 1 68 , pl . xl iii.
2 3 8
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chester to Derby m ay be those o f the earliest Anglo-Saxon s to en ter the
distric t, _

bu t u nfortunately there is nothing to suggest a more prec ise date ;
and whil e some o f the Roman remain s m ay possibly date from the fifth
c en tury, it shou ld be poin ted o u t that no th ing dis tinc tively Anglo-Saxon
h as been fou nd in Leic estershire o lder than the sixth .

Two smal l bu t cost ly relic s from
'

the sou thern border o f the c oun ty
remain to be described. A j ewel led brooch o fc on siderable in terest was found
with human bones at the end o f the eighteen th c en tury in gravel-digging at
some poin t between Hu sbands B osworth in Leic estershire and Welford,
Northan ts

,
which are two miles apart. As th e c oun ty boundary run s nearer

the latter, th e disc overy probably took place to the north , and is so indicated
on th e m ap. The j ewel (c o loured plate, fig . 4) h as been il lu strated twic e in the
Gentleman

’

s Magaz ine
"
and worthily presen ted in c o lours by Akerman .

"0 The
late Sir Henry Dryden made a drawing o f it now among h is papers at

Northampton , and cal led it ‘the Naseby brooch ’

; bu t no particu lars o f

the discovery are given in the sale catalogu e o f the Baker c o llec
tion ( 1 842 ) to which he refers, and the name m ay be a simple
error

,
as Naseby occu rs on the line above . An alternative

explanation is suggested by the following qu o tation from the
magazine already men tion ed ( 1 800,

p .

‘it seems to have
been fou nd in o r very near th e rou te o f retreat o f part o f

Charles I ’s army to Leic ester after th e defeat in Naseby Field,
1 4 June , 1 64 When found the pin was eviden tly in plac e,
lying across the Open ing in the cen tre, and the brooch belongs
to the annu lar type general ly made o fbronze , bu t an elaborately
engraved spec imen in silver is preserved from Sarre , Ken t .“

The fron t is o f go ld ornamen ted with fi ligree and fou r pearl
bosses each set with a slab o f garn et

, and is fastened with go ld wire to a

thin plate o f silver forming the base .
The o ther piec e o f j ewellery referred to was formerly in the c o l lec tion

o fMr. Blo xam o f Ru gby and is now preserved in the Schoo l Art Mu seum .

I t was said to have been found near the town and h as therefore been described
under Warwickshire ; " bu t when exhibited to the Archaeo logical In stitu te
at Worc ester in 1 86 2

,
it was catalogu ed‘3 as c oming from Wibtoft, on the

Watling Street, wh ich there divides the tw o ' c o unties. I t c on sists o f a

go ld stud now somewhat damaged
,
with the c en tre ornamen ted in quad

ran ts, and garnets in laid in imbricated and s tep pat tern s, whil e the edge
h as oblong piec es o f th e same stones . This j ewel l ed boss was probably
in tended to ornamen t a c ircu lar brooch , a buckle, o r even a cup,

“
and m ay

have been subsequ en t ly at tached as a pommel to a sword-hil t, as rough ho l es
at th e bo t tom and at two opposite poin ts on the rim show that an un skil led
hand h ad fastened it by mean s o fa wire o r metal band.

As immovable obj ec ts , such as s tone carvings o r detail s o farchitec ture ,
are reserved fo r treatmen t elsewhere

,
the list o f Anglo-Saxon finds in the

coun ty is now c omple ted, and tel ls a fairly c on sisten t s tory . Ten tative dates

‘9
1 800, p. 1 2 1 , pl. iii, fig. 1 , and 1 8 1 5 , p. 209 , pl. 1 1, fig. 4 see also de Baye, I ndustrial Am , pl. ix,

fig. 5 Arab. J ourn. xi, 5 9 ; and V.C.H . No rtbantr, i, 2 54.

5°Pagan Saxondanz, pl. xxxii, fig. 2 .

V.C.H . Kent, i. V.C.H . Warw. i, 2 54.

“3 Arab. J anrn. xix. 2 7 9.

Compare the Ken tish jewellery, the Taplow buckle, and the Ardagh chalice.
240
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have been given to several o f th e finds , which fo r the sake o f c onven ienc e
have been desc ribed in geographical order ; bu t a few lines m ay now be
devo ted to the task o f arranging them in ch rono logic al sequ enc e . Before
doing so it m ay be remarked that cremation seems to have been the c ommon
prac tice in Britain from the time o f the Roman c onqu est til l abou t 2 5 0 A .D . ,

and in the sou th-east even before the time o f Claudiu s . After the middle o f
the third c en tu ry, many years before the offic ial rec ognition o fChris tianity as
the religion o f the empire, the dead were buried unburn t

,
u sual ly in s ton e

c ist s o r c o flins, and it seems nec essary therefore to assign cremated bu rials in
mixed c emeteries, even when Roman c inerary u rn s were u sed, to Teu tonic
immigran ts and no t to th e Romanized natives . There were probably
numerou s exc eption s to all these ru l es, bu t in Leic estershire the above theory
finds some confirmation . Thu s Ro thley was eviden tly occupied in Roman
times and yielded brooches o f the sixth and seven th c en turies . Some o f the
po ttery is Roman , some Anglo-Saxon (as at West Co tes) , and m ay have been
u sed to ho ld the ashes o f the dead. From L eic ester there is a wel l-made
c inerary u rn with narrow mou th , inc ised round the shou lder in Anglo—Saxon
s tyle

,
and again near Bensfo rd Bridge was found a well-made vessel o f similar

form , h ighly ornamen ted, that m ay have been a c inerary u rn , a spear-head
being found across the mou th . On this site

,
however, there were c ertain ly

several skel eton s , and with the importan t exc eption o f Saxby , inhumation
seems to have been the ru le in the c oun ty , at least du ring th e sixth and early
seven th c en turies . On ly a few graves o fwomen have been distingu ished, bu t
th e sh ield and spear are presen t in nearly all the graves o fmen , and the other
grave fu rn iture is remarkably u n iform . As to the orien tation o f the graves
little can be said, and the presenc e o f arms negatives the idea o f Christian
burial

,
even when the head lay at the west end, as at Melton Mowbray .

The opposite was the case at Saxby, and north-and-sou th burial s are rec orded
at West Co tes and Glen Parva. I t m ay th erefore be c onc luded that all the
bu rial s described in this chapter were o f th e heathen period, and this is also
c learly indicated by the h istory o f th e time .

Christian ity was in troduced, o r perhaps re-in troduc ed, after a wave o f

barbarism h ad swep t the c ou n try , in the year 5 97 , and reached Leic estershi re
in 6 5 3 , on the marriage o f Peada, ru ler o f the M iddle Angl es, with the
daughter o fOswy, king o f Northumbria. Wulfh ere , who su cceeded after a

short in terval (6 5 8) to the throne o fMerc ia, was supported by the pagan
popu lation , bu t Christian ity was again encou raged by h is su cc essor Ethelred,
who came to the thron e in 67 5 . Further than this it is unnecessary to fo l low
th e c ourse o f even ts

, as th e prac tic e o f burying weapon s, ornamen ts, and
u ten sils with the deadwou ld soon c ease u nder the influ enc e o fthe new religion

,

and bu rial in the Open c oun try soon wen t o u t o f favour as c emeteries under
the pro tec tion o f the Chu rch were provided adjoin ing the sac red bu ildings ;
and the bones o f c onverts are therefore no t so liable to distu rbanc e and

discovery in the c ou rse o fagricu l tural o r bu ilding operation s .

' The an tiqu ities described above m ay therefore be c on sidered as the
rel ic s o f an Anglian popu lation dominated early in the seven th c en tury by
Northumbria before being welded in to a kingdom by Penda (62 6— 5 and

possibly forming part o f the East Anglian kingdom under R edwald before the
rise o f Northumbria. Stil l earlier the M iddl e-Engl ish who settled in th e

1 241 3 1



sou th , we m ay assume that Cu thwulf’s conqu ests did 'no t extend north o f

Buckingham ,
which was overru n from the sou th in 5 7 1 .

In the mat ter o fdialec t , the who le o fL eic estershire belongs to what i s
known as the eastern sou th-midland distric t , inc luding Shropshire east

'

o f
‘

Wem and the Severn , Staffordshire sou th o f Stone
, a slip on th e north o f

Worc estershire , mos t o fWarwicksh ire, and the sou th poin t o fD erbyshire, all
these being ju st to th e north o f a line beyond which the sou thern pro nun
c iatio n o f the test—word ‘some,

’

sum ,
is no t heard.

“ Philo logical evidence is
therefore in striking agreemen t with what can be dedu c ed from the arch aeo

logical material in the coun ty .

Thou gh less importan t from the ethno logic al poin t o f view
,
men tion

mu st be made in conc lu sion o f the Leic ester min t
,
wh ich seems to have been

founded by Edgar (9 5 9 Though no t men tioned in A th elstan ’s Regu
lation o f M in ts , A .D . 9 2 9 , it was eviden tly main tained by Canu te and h is

su c c essors down to the Norman Conqu est . I t is a qu estion whether c ertain
coin s o f A thelstan shou ld be at tribu ted to Leic ester o r Chester ; and the
probability that many o fth e doubtfu l piec es belong to Leic ester is increased
by the fac t that Derby and No t tingham , belonging to th e same c onfederation
o f the Five Bu rghs , w ere privileged to strike c oins in h is reign .

“6

5”A. J . E llis, Eng/itb dia/cctr, tbct
'

r ro und: and banner, p . 1 0 1 and m ap.

5“Narnixmatic Cbran. (Ser. xi, 1 6 E.M . Cal. ofEng. Co ins, ii, l v. Local moneyers represen ted in the
Chancto n bo ard are given in Am t . Arcb. Soc. Rep. xii, 1 40 .
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ANCIENT EARTHWORKS

The c onfigu ration o f Leic estershire does no t lend itself to the con stru e
tion o f great hill fortresses su ch as were erec ted by the early inhabitan ts
o fmany o ther distric ts . Some

'

heights
,
however

,
were crowned with earth

works which were probably links in the c hain o f strongho lds, found in the
adjacen t c ou n ties, which c ommanded the valley o f the Tren t .

That the Roman s spread over this part o f their provinc e o f F/a fvz
'

a

Cacsarz
'

em ir is eviden t from the numerou s relic s o f that people
,
other than

earthworks , which have been found ; bu t their camps, ifat any time numerou s ,
have su ccumbed to the plough ; Leic estershire being essen tial ly pastoral and
agricu l tu ral . Their principal settlemen t R a ta e (Leicester) wil l be referred to
in the fo l lowing pages together with o ther more o r less rec tangu lar works

,

some o fwhich m ay safely be at tribu ted to the Roman period.

We know bu t lit tle as to the fortification s c on stru c ted by Saxon s o r

Danes
, bu t m ay be su re that earthworks were u sed in 1 0 1 3 , when Sweyn sailed

up the Tren t and subdu ed the Five Boroughs and all the Saxon army north o f

the Watling Street
,
the bou ndary o f this c ou n ty on the sou th—west . I t is

possible that the traditional name ‘Dane H il l s ’ preserves the memory o f

h is invasion .

Around Leic ester are remain s o f variou s earthworks
,
Dane H il l s and

‘R aw Dykes,
’

and others at Belgrave , Humberstone , Eving ton , and An stey
Pastures . At what period these military works w ere thrown up 1 t 1 s im po ss

ible to determine bu t doubtless they w ere made o r u tilized at variou s times
as ou tworks , o r in opposition , to the great strongho ld o fLeic ester.

Norman lords have left definite evidenc es o f their domination in extan t
earthworks bu t the mos t numerou s works o f this charac ter in Leic estershire
were fo r the defenc e and requ iremen ts o fthe inhabitan ts o f the manor hou ses
the surrounding moat, the division banks o f the adjac en t offic es and fish
ponds

The pau city o f prehistoric earthw orks is paralleled by the rarity o f

tumu li
,
common in that age they wou ld alike perish in so arable a distric t

,

and this destruc tion u nfortunately h as occ urred du ring a period when no
c on sideration o fhistoric landmarks prompted the making o f a record

,
o r a

sc ien tific exploration , before the pitil ess marc h o f nec essity c on signed them to
oblivion .

In the c lassification o f these variou s works o f the spade we fo l low the
scheme formu lated by the Congress o fArchaeo logical Soc ieties

A .
— Fortresses partly inacc essible, by reason of prec ipic es

,
clifl

'

s
,
o r wa ter

,
addit ionally

defended by art ifi c ial works
,
usually kn own as promon tory fortresses.

B.
— Fortresses on h ill-tops with art ific ial defen ces

, fil/ow ing tbc natura l line of tbe bill o r
,

th ou gh u sually on h igh grou nd, less dependen t on na tural slopes fo r pro tec t ion .
243



X .
— D efensive works wh ich fall u nder n on e of t hese headin gs.

Two examples on ly exist o f Class A and bo th are greatly mu tilated.

Agriculture and quarrying have been fatal to B il lesdon , and the Cast le H il l
o fMou n tsorrel h as been subj ec ted to th e rough u sage o f a c ommon play
ground.

Class B is represen ted by fou r good fortresses in a fair state o f preserva
tion . The great height and carefu l ly guarded en tranc es o f Breedon on the
H il l and the massiveness o f the val lum at Burrough on the H il l

,
are

particu lar featu res ; whil e the pec u liar position o f Sanvey Castl e is no te
worthy . The defenc es o fBeac on H il l are no t so perfec t , bu t th e position
is un su rpassed fo r the pu rpose indic ated by its name .

In the examples o f C lass C,
that at R atby demands spec ial at ten tion

whils t in that at Hu ngerton the adaptation o f early en trenchmen ts to
mediaeval defenc es is deal t with more fu l ly u nder Class G .

Among th e five mou n ts o f C lass D ,
th e great variation in height and

strength cal l fo r at ten tion . Belvoir Cast l e is the mos t imposing
,
and it is s til l

a su bj ec t fo r discu ssion as to how far the moun t is natural o r artificial.
Of the moun ts with baileys , under Class E ,

H al laton s tands pre-eminen t ;
but that at Wh itwick is in teresting in so far as bo th the mou n t and c ourt are
upon the summit o f a natu ral hil l .

C lass F c on tains th e mos t numerou s examples . These homestead moats
are scattered over the who le area o f the c oun ty whil e some are in a perfec t
s tate

,
th e maj or part have been part ial ly destroyed.

In Class G the defended moats are no t general ly o f great s treng th , that
at Hungerton owes 1 ts m assweness to an earlier age ; at Kirby Mu xloe the
revetmen t h as gon e and th e moat is now being obliterated ; and exc ep t at th e
las t-named the moat s o f this c lass have been drained o fwater. There is

,
how

ever
,
at Kirkby Mal lory one o f great s trength and regu larity, u niqu e o f its

kind
,
suffic ien t ly unknown to be open to wide c onj ec ture . With many

,
how

ever
,
there remain exten sive low ditches and banks, surrounding rec tangu lar

plo ts o f ground, which have doub tless been redu c ed in depth and height by
agricu l tu re. At Kirby Bellars these are most exten sively seen and presen t an
example o fworks which mu s t be c o n sidered as more o r les s defen sive in their
origin . Ano ther featu re in the earthworks at tached to many manor hou ses
and religiou s establishmen ts is the fishpo nds ; these are most no tic eable at

the Leper Hospital o f Bu rton Lazars, and they were no doubt provided to
s tock fresh fish fo r food fo r the afflic ted. Possibly as a preven tive from the
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o f the h ill, wh ich is here 1 7 6 ft. in height . At the north-west ano ther
path gives acc ess to a narrow terrac e three parts o f the distanc e down the
h il l-side, and thenc e to the lower grou nd. The main en tranc e was on
th e north , and cu rves inwards towards the east between two rocky heights
which have been fortified, bu t the qu arrying fo r sandstone h as cu t the
defenc es almost beyond recogn ition . The natural fal l o f the ground on
the north o f the camp with the sen tin els o f rock, and the rise o f the grou nd
as it join s the chain o f hil ls on which is the high road from Houghton
to Til ton , formed a wel l— n igh impregnable position .

MOUNTSORREL CASTLE H 1LL
’

(xxv. Abou t 5 miles sou th-east o f
Loughborough there rises a precipitou s rock, described as

‘
a Steep and craggy

hil l,
’ h igh above the River Soar, dominating the town and su rrounding

coun try .

The castle o fRobert le Bossu wh ich formerly crowned this eminenc e
was razed in th e early days o f H enry I I I , bu t a fragmen t o f the earthen
defenc es is stil l disc ern ible .

Across th e neck o f land from which the natural rock arose stretched a

wide fosse with an escarpmen t o f 1 3 ft. and a c oun terscarp o f 1 5 ft. , with a

revetmen t n early 3 ft. high . On the fortress side o f the fosse are two berms
with an in termediate scarp o f 1 2 ft from the h igher o f these the rock
asc ends to its greates t al titude at the north ; bu t the most prec ipitou s part is

on the east Side .
A winding asc en t from the

east
,
arou nd the sou th , is prob

ably on the original path to this
almost inac c essible' Strongho ld.

Upon the summit it is impossible
to trac e the position formerly
occupied by the castle keep , al

though doubt less it was situated
on the high rock to the north .

You thfu l sports and the amateur
quarryman have obliterated most
o f its early features .

T11 13 BULWARKS, Bassoon o n m s H 1L1.
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BREEDON ON THE H ILL (ix .

1 5 ) THE BULWARK S.

’ Five
and a half miles north— east by
north from A shby de la Zou ch ,
on the summit o f a lofty lime
ston e rock , with the natural lin e
o f the heigh t as its boundary ,
is th e strongest hil l fortress in
the c oun ty. The table-land is
pear-shaped

,
th e apex towards the



After a s traight c ourse o f 2 3 0 ft. , a semic ircu lar ho l low,
possibly the site

o fa guard room
,
sc reened by a bank

,
lies at the base o f the firs t val lum the

fosse emerges upon the angle o f a path to the in terior, with ano ther smal l
c hamber space in the thickness o f the sec ond val lum . Th is path , hugging
the escarpmen t , asc ends from the north to the sou th , and at the above
men tioned angle tu rn s to the north , at which poin t th e original scheme Of

defenc e is lost by the erec tion o f a bu ilding. On the north Side o f the
bu ilding the val lum incu rves towards the sou th—west , with a wide platform
at the angl e the prin c ipal en tranc e is here

,
and the road is thu s dominated

by the direc tion o f the val lum ,
which , rising 9 ft. from th e in terior, h as a

scarp o f 2 8 ft. , a coun terscarp 1 2 ft. high , an ou ter sc arp o f 7 ft. , and the
remain s Ofa third val lum now bu t a foo t in heigh t .

The o ther side o f the en trance road fal l s away to the depths below, with
stages at variou s levels, bu t this also is c ommanded by a val lum and a yet
higher platform whic h branc h o fffrom the main defenc es on the western side .

In teresting as this approach m ay be at the present time , o ther details o f
engineering skil l are eviden t ly
los t by the displac emen t o f the
grou nd in testing the qu ality
o f the limestone at this side .

At the north -west is a

Single val lum o f great Strength
bu t at the sou th-west the double
val lum and fosse are again in
evidenc e on the verge o fa pre
c ipito us desc en t .

BURROUGH , o r BURROW ON Bur ro w Hill

THE H 1LI . (xxvii, 9 and is

5 miles sou th o fMelton Mow
0

bray
,
and nearly a mile north

o f the village .
Bu rrou gh Cam p, o n a c o m

manding h il l o f limestone and

iron stone , is a fortified position
o fgreat Strength , and th e no tice
accorded to it by the earlier BURROUGH CAMP, Bunao uc n ON THE H 1L1.

M u ss
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an tiqu aries demands o u r though tful at ten tion , as the resu l ts o f rec en t investi
gatio n m ay appear an tagonistic to th eir c onc lu sion s .

Camden though t Burrough H ill to be the Roman s tation
while Hollings inc lined to the opinion that it was a British strongho ld and

the sc ene o f the defeat o f the Ic en i by Osto riu s, ‘so closely does its admirable
position appear to

.

c oinc ide in its prec ipitou s escarpmen t on three Sides , its
val lum o fpiled s tones , its one accessible fac e, and its single en trance .

’

Leland desc ribes it as
dou ble cliched and c ontain e t h with in the dich to m y estim ation 9 acres

,
t h e so ile of it bearet h

v ery good corn . F irst I took h it fo r a cam p of m enn e of warre
,
but after I plaine perc eived

that hit had been worked abou t wit h ston e
,
and to be sure pu lled o ut som e ston es at t he

en terin g of h it
,
where hat h been a great gat e, and t hen fou nd lym e be twix t th e ston e .

Tailby, in a letter to Nicho ls, says

I t is an encampm en t in a great m easu re form ed by natu re and shaped by art. The
bill c onsists of a loose open-j oin t ed rock of soft reddish ston e

, cov ered w ith a shallow soil.
In th e rock som e fossil shells appear

,
som e inden ted

,
som e plain

,
bu t m ostly of the c ockle

kind. The j oin ts of t he rock appear at first sigh t as if form ed by art
,
as a wall is

,
fo r

between th e j oin ts is a wh it e su bstanc e wh ich resembles lim e. The figure of t h e en trenc h
m en t is irregu lar

,
t hou gh n early square, and at t he base of t he h ill are num erous springs .

Th is area is now u nder grass , wh ich fac ilitates an examination , and it is
su rprising that its former arable period h as no t provedmore destruc tive . The
earthworks are in a good s tat e, bu t Show no indic ation s Of ever having been
‘dou ble ditched,

’

no r that the Strongho ld h as been ‘Worked abou t with
stone . ’ The Stones employed in the works formed the c ore o f the earthen
val lum upon th e natural rock and the lime which Leland th ought to
indicate a stru c tu re o fmasonry is th e disin tegration and drift o f th e limestone .

Natu ral features govern ed the irregu lar c ircumval lation o f this fortress .
The princ ipal en tranc e is at the sou th-east

,
between two in turned aggers

,

which pen etrate the camp 1 2 0 ft. , and rise 1 8 ft. above the path at the ang les
o f the val lum . At the base o f this path a mound lies on the right hand and

a c u rved bank inc losing a ho l low on th e left .
Fo l lowing the lin e o f defenc e towards the north , at the sec tion A— B

,

the rampart rises 2 6 ft. from the in terior, and h as an escarpmen t o f 34ft. to
a berm 2 6 ft. wide

,
and a further scarp o f 2 7 ft. The val lum at C is broken

away
,
bu t this is no part o f the original scheme ; the single escarpmen t

immediately to the north o f it is 6 3 ft. Some 300 ft. from th is poin t the
fosse , with an ou ter bank , becomes more pronounc ed ; and at D a winding
path severs the val lum , bu t its in imical u se is preven ted o r hindered by an

agger con tain ing a su nken Site fo r a guard. Tu rning towards the sou th this
path desc ends be tween the val lum and a mou nd.

At the base o f the second scarp on the north is a wide but shal low
mou nd upon a platform ; and due north the natural escarpmen t h as been
al tered so far as to provide a berm whil e at a lower level is ano ther position
fo r a band o fwarriors .

On the eastern side the val lum— which fo r a spac e h as been destroyed
is again in evidenc e , rising 1 0 ft. from th e in terior it h as a 2 6 ft. scarp on to a
berm with the precipitou s hil l-side beyond. An indication o fa pos tern here
gives acc ess to t he platform , and a litt le to the sou th-west the val lum is 42 ft.
on the scarp .

248
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Sanvey Castle is oblong in plan , with an open area around three
sides, almos t a c ou rtyard, SO broad and level -is the spac e between the
escarpmen t and the foo t o f th e neighbouring hil l s . On the fou rth , 01

western side— the most vu lnerable— a wide fosse is at the base o f an esc arp
men t o f 68 ft. with a c ou n tersc arp o f 2 8 ft. , a Strong rampart also defends
this Side and its angles . At th e sec tion C— D the rampart is less pro
n o unc ed, bu t the escarpmen t is 74ft. ; and the former is lost on th e north
and sou th Sides .

The en trance is on th e north-eas t ; asc ending between two strong
aggers , it c on tinues as a passage throu gh the who le width o f the camp to
the sou thern edge , where a mou nd defends a path to the flat c ourt and

leads to a water supply . On the west Of this passage is the en try in to
the larger in terior area, c ommanded by a mou nd above -

a sunken Spac e ,
whic h appears to have been a fic titiou s en tranc e, o r cul de sac, within
which to en tice an invading enemy .

On the east o f the passage a smaller area is well defended by a rampart
and sc arp

,
the latter varying from 48 ft. to 7 0 ft. Within this -area— despite

the ages which have passed and the rank growth Ofvegetation— is an arrange
men t o fbanks , nearly 4ft. in height , which poin t to the provision o fprimitive
dwellings .

A gap in the enc irc ling hil l s , through whic h flows a brook, is guarded
by two aggers

,
between wh ic h an Oblique path provides egress . On the

ou ter side o f this barrier a c u t ting supplies a steep path by which the
precip itou s hil l beyond is asc ended.

WOODHOUSE . BEACON H ILL
’

(xxiv, 3 ) is a rocky heigh t towering
above its neighbou rs and c ommanding an exten sive view o f t he c ou n try . I ts
name betoken s the u se that it served in mediaeval and more modern times,
and from its formation and position there c an be lit tle doub t that it was

u tilized fo r th e same purpose in prehistoric ages .
A double line o f en trenc hmen t s surrou nded its c rest , and al though now

badly mu tilated, enough is extan t to indic ate the ou ter line with c ertain ty .

The lower c inc tu re
,
o f an irregu lar elliptical form ,

c on sists o f a double val lum
and fosse the inner val lum rises bu t little more than a foo t and desc ends in to
a fosse 24ft. wide by a scarp o f 1 0 ft the c ou n tersc arp is o f the same heigh t,
th e fosse being 4ft. deep , perpendic u lar measu remen t . The valu e o f th e
second val lum is greatly enhanc ed by the natural dec line Of the prec ip itou s
h il l-Side . This is at the most perfec t part towards the east , at o ther poin ts
the defenc es are almost oblitera ted, and the western Side o f the h il l is not
nearly SO invu lnerable bu t it is here strengthened by a quarried steep fo r a

length Ofabou t 5 00 ft.

The o ther val lum , o f no great strength , apparen tly surrou nded t he
Stony summit at a higher level ; bu t very lit tle o f it can be traced.

Celts
,
spear-heads , and a bat t le-axe

,
which have been found here, testify to

its early u se .



SIMPLE DEFENSIVE INCLOSURES

(CLA SS C)

BELTON (XV 1 1 , — Fou r mil es -north from Wh itwick, on the gen t l e
mpe o f a hil l , near the highest part, and fac ing north , is a c ircu lar camp.

I t is now a Simple plateau with no
breastwork , bu t surrounded by a

’

fosse SCA L E o r FEET

1 5 ft. wide and 3 ft. deep , exc ep t on
the west

,
where the c ou n terscarp h as

been destroyed. To th e west o f th e
camp flows th e Grac e D ieu Brook .

BURTON OVERY (xxxviii,
Seven and a halfmiles sou th—east from
Leic ester. In a field sou th-west o f the
chu rch , on gravel soil sloping down
to a rivu l et on the west

,
are the val

lum and fosse o fa square camp . The
eastern and western sides are c learly
defined fo r abou t 3 00 ft. , the val lum T11 11 CAMP, BEL“,N

on the west is 5 ft. high and 1 2 ft.

wide
,
that on the east is 4 ft. high and 1 2 ft. w ide , the latter being

strengthened by a fosse 2 0 ft. wide and 4 ft. 6 in . deep at its most perfec t
poin t . The sou thern val lum ,

1 0 ft. w ide and 2 ft. h igh from th e in terior,
with a shal low external fosse , is most pronou nc ed at the sou th-west corner

,

where apparen tly the main en tranc e was situ ated. The northern val lum
h as almost gone , bu t enough remain s to Show what appears to have been
a minor en tranc e at the north-west angle , al though it is now too indistin c t
fo r definite dec ision .

From the north— east angle an agger, 4 ft. in height , run s paral l e l to the
in terior o f the eastern val lum fo r a distanc e o f 80 ft. , looking towards the
higher ground from whic h the c amp was most easily assail ed.

HALLATON (xxxix, Abou t 1
,6 o o ft.

sou th-west from Cast le H il l Camp ’

(see
C lass E) , upon the heigh t o f a gen tly nu

dulating h il l is a rec tangu lar camp with a

long axis o f 3 00 ft. and a short axis o f

2 20 ft. I t h as been su rrounded by a val lum
rising 2 ft. from th e in terior

,
with an es

carpm ent o f5 ft. 6 in . the rampart
,
h o w

ever, h as been destroyed in th e middle o f

the two long sides . The en tranc e at the
eastern angle is defended by the val lum
rising a foo t above the general height

,

and is situ ated at th e poin t nearest to the
T11 11 CAMP, HALLATON

Castle H il l .
HUNGERTON (xxxii, — The remain s o fa Strong Roman camp north

west o f the British strongho ld at B il lesdon have been u tilized as a manor-hou se
defenc e , and are therefore desc ribed in Class G .

2 5 1
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KNAPTOFT (xlix, — In Nicho l ’s c
'

certerrbzrc‘two widely divergen t
plan s are given o fa supposed camp with extensive defenc es . The plan o f the
ou ter trenc h takes the form o f an irregu lar isosc eles triangle with sides abou t

7 5 0 ft c on taining a mou nd 8 ft. h igh in the rounded apex at the north .

Towards the sou th ern base o f the area is a quadrangu lar camp o r
‘princ ipal

en trenchmen t and fortress 1 08 ft. squ are in ternal ly
,
surrounded with a

vallum and fosse , the former with an escarpmen t o f 9 ft. , and the latter 1 0 ft.

wide at its base . A tumu lu s is also depic ted north-west o f the camp .

This site became the property o f the Knights Hospital lers o f St . John ,
to whom the ou ter trench m ay be assigned. The domestic defenc es (see
Class G) and modern dis turbanc es o f the ground have left but a fragmen t o f
th e original en trenchmen ts .

LEICESTER (xxxi, — Town walls . The site occupied by the c ou n ty
town is su ch aswou ld be selec tedfo r a fortified position the irregu lar course o f
the River Soar, with the marsh lands beyond, pro tec ted the north and west ,
and from th e eas t the Wil low Brook passes to its c onflu ence with the Soar on
the north . We are to ld that the R aw Dykes are the remains o f the
oppidum o f King Leir,

’

bu t th e first reliable know ledge o f its habitation is
o f the period o f the Roman oc cupation .

Ratae
,
by which name L eic ester was known to the Roman s

, appears to
have been a paral lelogram in plan

,
and distinc t trac es are stil l left o f the

anc ien t boundaries in M il ls ton e Lane and Horsefair S treet on the sou th
,

Gallo wtree Gate and Church Gate on the east
,
and Sanvey Gate and Soar

Lane on the north . I t is now c on sidered that there was a western wal l
extending from Soar Lane on th e north to Sou th Gate Street , and that the
Jewry Wal l is c omposed main ly Of the remain s o f the West Gate .’ These
boundaries represen t the lin es o f the earliest earthen val lum .

Under the Saxon s the anc ien t defenc es o f Leic ester mu s t have been
frequ en tly manned

,
and probably strengthened, fo r this town was repeatedly

the scene o f strife with the Danes .
LUBENHAM (l , -Two miles wes t from Market Harbo ro ugh . To the

north-east o f the vil lage , on the crest o f a h il l are th e fragmen ts o f an

irregu lar c amp . A broad bu t shal low agger m ay be trac ed, bu t u tilitarian ism
h as c onquered an tiqu ities, so mu tilating it that no definite description is
possible . The en tranc e was apparen tly on th e slope towards the vil lage .

I t h as been suggested that this camp , with that at Farndon in North
am pto nsh ire , were ou tworks to the camp at Market Harborough .

MANCETTER .
— See Witherley .

MARKET HARBOROUGH (l , — In a field on the eas t o f the town
,
rising

gen tly from th e River Welland, vestiges o f a camp were visible un til
the rec en t growth o f the town . Roman pot tery and o ther an tiqu ities have
been found here .

R ATBY (xxx, — Five miles west by north from Leic ester. R atby
Burrow ,

’

o r Bury Camp ,
’ by bo th o f wh ich names it is known

,
is within a

mil e west o f th e vil lage . I t is a rec tangu lar camp o f single val lum and fosse
,

Situ ated on ground somewhat high and u ndu lating , bu t no t mu ch higher
than its su rroundings

,
the north on ly having a dec livity approaching Steep

ness . The area occ upied by the camp is over 9 ac res on the north Side th e
Vo l. iv, 1 , p. 2 1 9 . Roman Leicester,’ by G . E. Fo x, in the Arc/1 . 7 0am . vol. xlvi.
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h e r e d i v i d e s
L e i c e’

stersh ire

from the c oun ty
0f Wa rw i c k
— i S a c a m p
which h as been
iden tified with
the Roman sta
t i o n o f M a n

a
’
ttcrredttm , on e
half o fwhich is
i n t h e p a r i s h
o f Manc et ter,
Warwic ksh ire .
I t is rec tangu lar
in plan with an

24 5 area o f nearly
7 acres . The
a n c i e n t r o ad

S CA L E o r see? passes throu gh
100 200 3 00 the m iddle o f 1 t

MANDUESSEDUM CAMP, NEAR WITHERBY 0D the lin e Of

its longer axis ;
the halfwhich is in Leic estershire is c al led ‘The Old Field,

’

and th e o ther
moiety in th e adjac en t c ou n ty is known as Castle Bank .

’

D r . Stukeley, abou t 1 7 24, desc ribed bo th ditches and banks as in a good
State o fpreservation‘; and Nic hol s t el l s u s that t he val lum was perfec t in
the year At the presen t time no val lum is extan t on the north , a
sc arp 7 ft. ,

perpendicu lar measu remen t , on ly remain s , and that a feeble
defenc e , fo r it is 1 9 ft. on the slope . On the o ther three sides is a very low
bank , u nworthy the name o f val lum ,

which
,
indeed, is scarc ely visible on the

sou th . The strongest part is on the east , fac ing the long stretch o froad as it

gradual ly dec lines to the former station at H igh Cross .
The R iver Anker flows abou t 8 5 0 ft. distan t on the north-west Side, and

tu rning to the north-east a Short distanc e from the camp it provided an

additional pro tec tion to this its weakest Side a spring rises ou tside the
northern boundary .

Memorial s o f the early inhabitan ts have been found in c el ts and flin t



an iso lated hil l— a towering height— at the north-eastern extremity o f a

Spu r o f . th e Leic es tershire Wo lds, is t he Site o f the cas tle o f Robert de
To deni. I t was a position o f exc eptional military valu e in ancien t times

,

overlooking a vast stre tch o f coun try, inc luding the val ley o f the Tren t , by
wh ic h this distric t was open to an invading forc e .

Much diversity o fopinion -exists as to whether this mou nd is natural o r
artificial, a doubt which the frequen t al terations and rebu ilding

,
together

lo o 3 00
fi — b —d

Bv o m CASTLE, NEAR BOTTESFORD

with con tinu ou s re3 1denc e
,
do no t tend to dispel . Traditional ly it is

said to be artific ial ; that it is who l ly so need no t be c on sidered
,
th e

stu pendou s nature o f the work forbids su ch a c onj ec tu re, and the su rround
ing features o f the cou n try suggest a na tu ral height as a foundation fo r
the art o f m an.

Original spade work m ay possibly be seen in the fou r terrac es wh ich
rise one above ano ther, with escarpmen ts o f 2 5 ft. and 40 ft. on the north
east side .

In the early part o f the n ineteen th c en tu ry ano ther work Of great
magnitude al tered the earlier formation o f th e mou nd, when a raised road
A A— a vast earthwork— was made to span the val l ey between Cast le H il l
and the h il l on which stands the mau so leum .
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An en trenc hed bank in Old Park Wood, three -quarters o f a mile
sou th-east o f Belvoir Castle , was probably an ou twork u sed in the
Civil War.

CASTLE DONINGTON (x, — Nine and a half miles north-east o f

Ashby-de-la-Zouch .
The castle, from whic h the vil lage derives its prefix,

stands high u pon a sandstone hil l sou th-east o f the River Tren t . In
Domesday Su rvey the vil lage is cal led D o nito ne , and was the property o f th e
mother o fEarl Morcar. The mou nd upon wh ich stood the mediaeval keep
is n o w divided in to small ho ldings, and the surrounding fosse in to miniature

S CALE OF FEET
100 200 s o

CAsTLE H ru . MOA
'
r
, CASTLE DONiNcTON

orchards . No twithstanding the con sequ en t delving and annual deposit o f
leaves the escarpmen t o f the mou nd is stil l abou t 60 ft with a coun terscarp
o falmost the same heigh t except on th e east , where it is con siderably lower,
and withou t doubt marks the en tranc e to the former bailey. The base-c ourt
was probably obliterated by George

,
earl o f Hun tingdon , who bough t the

castle and park o f Qu een Elizabeth
,

‘
and hath qu ite ru inated th e earth .

’

The ou ter scarp is general ly o f the same depth as th e first , which , with the
natural hil lside made the work a formidabl e barrier. Bu ildings have so
encroached upon the ou ter scarp that around its sou thern portion a great part
is lost .
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MOUNTS W ITH ONE OR MORE ATTACHED COURTS

(CLA SS E)

EARL SH ILTON— CA STLE YA RD (xxxvi, — Fou r miles north-east from
Hinckley . On the west Side o f the c hu rch , in a field local ly known as

Castle Yard,
’

is the mou n t on wh ich stood a c ast le o f Simon de M on tfort .
The mou n t h as a dec ided c onvex escarpmen t o f 2 8 ft. a Sligh tly ho l lowed
top is stil l discernible , al though its u se as a kitchen garden mu st nec essarily
be hasten ing the time when it wil l no longer be distingu ishable .

The fosse , 6 ft. wide and 4ft. deep , was original ly far more imposing
as m ay be verified by a fragmen t o f th e revetmen t at the sou th-east

,
where

the en tranc e m ay be trac ed— bu t it has been fi l led in to a great exten t .
Bu ildings have nearly obliterated the fosse on the west and north and th e
c hurchyard wal l and grave-mounds on the east . The bailey h as been ex
ten sive , no dou bt en larged at a later period than the mou n t, and adapted to
manorial residenc e . I t is oblong in plan and extends on the sou th side ; a

Stream forms its western boundary, and smal l remain s o f a fosse are on the
sou th-west .

G I LMORTON (xlix, 5 86 — Three miles north-east from Lu t terworth
,

west o f the vil lage chu rch , is the moun t and bailey o f an early c as tle
,

supplemen ted on
the north-west by
a manorial moat ;
which lat ter wil l
be no tic ed under
Class G . The c ir
c u lar mou n t h as a
flat top

,
and an

e s c a r pm e n t o f

2 1 ft. in to a wide
fosse , with a c ou n
terscarp Of 6 ft. ;

the lat ter however,
h as been destroyed
on the eastern Side
b y a fo o t p a t h .

S CALE o r FEET The bailey is smal l
,

o f h o r s e -S h o e
CASTLE MOUNT AND MOAT, G1LM0RTON Shaped plan

,
situ

ated o n the north
west o f the fortress, and th e fosse— wh ich merges with that around the
moun t— is c learly marked on its western side on ly

,
th e o ther portion s are

bu t j u st trac eable , being c u t up by two paths and general ly levelled by
the tread o f cat tle .

GROBY , CASTLE H 1EL (xxx, — Groby
, o r Gro o by, formerly a hamle t

o f R atby, is situ ated fou r miles to the north-west o f Leic ester. From the
Saxon U lfi t he property passed to Hugh de Grantm esnil after th e Norman

25 8
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mintedon

ANCIENT EARTHWOR KS
Conqu est , and to the lat ter the c astl e mou n t m ay probably be assigned.

I t
is el liptic al, with the longer axis east and west

, and the scarp at the north-eas t
,

th e highest poin t , is n early 2 2 ft. vertical . From the middle o f th e eastern
side an inc lined plane desc ends sou thwards from the summit to the ground
level this is probably an original en tranc e

,
though possibly it h as lost mu ch

o f its former charac ter through the vic issitudes o f later ages . The plan
o f the bailey is los t , but a portion o f a double fosse and va l lum remain on
th e north side , and, from the are described by them ,

it is eviden t that a base
c ou rt was inc losed on the sou th-east

,
between the moun t and th e c hurch

the bu ilding o f

the mediaeval
manor-hou se
the ‘Old Hal l ’
— o n one Side
and the railway
on the o ther,
have , however,
effec tu al ly c o m
b i n e d t h e i r
anc ien t andmo
dern r e q u i r e
men ts to destroy
all Sign s o f it.

T h e fragmen t
o f t h e i n n e r
fosse is worn to
a great width
and o fno appre
c iable de p t h ;
the val lum h as

a scarp o f 4ft.

in to the ou ter
fosse wh ic h is

1 5 ft. wide at

poin t A .

B e y o n d
these works

,
to

th e north-east
,

0 D de c l i n i n g CASTLE H ILL, G ROBY, NEAR RATBY

g r o u n d, a r e
0

o ther en trenchmen ts ; first a quadrangle , and farther down the slope straight
lines o f tripl e val lum and dou ble ditch ; bu t as they appear to belong to
t he manorial defenc es rather than to th e earlier Strongho ld

,
they wil l be

treated under C lass G .

HALLATON (xxxix, CA STLE H ILL CAMP,
’ seven miles north

east from Market Harborough , upon a rou nded h il l among many o f similar
formation , bu t somewhat steeper, wh ich rises on the west o f the vil lage

,
is

a large c on ical mou n t 6 3 0 ft. in circ umferenc e at the base
, 1 1 8 ft. in

diameter at the top— wh ich h as a sl ight sau c er—Shaped depression— and

2 5 9



an
es
car
pmen t o f 3 8 ft.

Th is is c inc tu red by a fosse with .

a c ounter
s
car
p o f 1 2 ft. ,

and is partial ly bou nded by an agger wh i ch vari es in Width
acc
o
rding to th e c on tou r o f the grou nd ; on t he eas t th i s h as a scarp o f

1 8 ft wh ich is c on tinu ed by the natu ral dec livity to a c on siderable dep th
th is being the steepes t side o f the h il l— to a brook .

The base-cou rt is on the north-west , surrou nded by a val lum 24ft.

wide at the base ; at the two extremities, where it c loses in upon the fosse
o f the mou n t, it Slightly in tu rn s and rises 2 2 ft. on the sc arp from a fosse
1 2 ft. deep .

Exc ept at these poin t s th e agger makes a rampart 4ft. h igh
from th e in terior. An en tranc e is on the north-west . A sec ond c ou rt ( i)
on th e north-east , possibly a later addition , is bu t a raised platform on

. th e
slope o f the h il l , rec tangu lar in plan . On the north—west i s a Shal low di tch
which open s on to a terrac e 6 ft. wide and 5 ft. below the level o f th e c ou rt .

On th e so u th

ern side o f the
mou n t two low
aggers branc h
from th e main
work and de

scend the h il l
side ; they appa
rently indic ate
ano ther c o u r t
bu t o f inferior
importance fo r
defen sive pur

poses . The mos t
assailable Side o f

CASTLE H ILL CAMP, HALLATON th e ca C was

the sou th-west ,
and here

,
ft. distan t , is a smal l c amp which h as been inc luded in

Class C— that m ay have been an ou tpost , o r in some way c onnec ted with
a strongho ld on the site o fCastle H il l .

LEICESTER CA STLE (xxxi, I o ) .— The
‘Cast l e Moun t ’ is situated ju st

ou t side the sou th-west angle o f th e rec tangu lar Roman station o f Ratae
,

upon th e right bank o f the R iver Soar
,
and 2 0 ft. above its level . The

mou n t is no w 3 0 ft. h igh ; th e steepest sc arp o f 48 ft. is on the sou th
west

,
and it is 1 00 ft. in diameter upon its l eve l summit ; its height was

mu c h greater un til n inety years ago , when it was redu c ed and levelled fo r
a bowl ing green . Around th e edges o f the moun t are the remain s o f

masonry apparen t ly o f late Norman date . There are bu t sligh t trac es o f
a fosse

,
bu t th e c on tigu ou s bu ildings m ay acc ou n t fo r this . The bailey

was on the north o f the moun t , wel l guarded on its western Side by a s teep
scarp to the Soar and elsewhere by a fosse now destroyed. The building
now cal led the c as t l e and

,
perhaps

,
the beau tifu l c hu rch o f St. Mary de

Castro Stand in the area o f the ancien t bailey . In the fou rteen th c en tury
Henry, earl o f Lancaster, added an ou ter bailey— th e Newarke — bu t as

its defenc es were o f stone the pic tu resque fragmen ts wh ich remain wi ll be
desc ribed elsewhere .
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Ano ther path h as desc ended th e western Side , leading down to th e
bu t t he who l e o f th is side h as been mu tilated by the railway .

Nearly in the c en tre o f th e
c ou rt is a mou n t, 8 ft. per
pendicu lar height , the site
o f the keep o f the Norman
earls o f L eic ester. On th e
northern side o f th e hill,
on the opposite Side o f the
stream , are the remain s o f

a val lum
,
eviden tly an o u t

work to the castl e .

SCA LE OF FEE ?

HOMESTEAD MOATS

(CLA SS F)

ARNESBY (xliv,
The site o f the manor-hou se
sou th-eas t o f th e ch u rch is
marked by the remain s o f

a moat ; th e sou th and eas t
Sides on ly remain , and th ese
vary con siderably in width .

THE CA STLE, WH I
’

N V ICK ASHBY FOLVILLE (XXVI,
— A portion o f a dry

moat remain s to the sou th o f the manor—hou se , and to th e sou th-west o f it
are three rec tangu lar fishpo nds.

ASHBY MAGNA (xliv, — On the north-east o f th e c hu rch is an

irregu lar bu t deep moat inc los ing a c ircu lar island. At the sou th-east it is
2 3 ft. wide , bu t as it tu rn s on the northern side it con siderably narrows .
To th e sou th and west are banks marking the Site o fbu ildings .

BA RDON (xxiv, — A very perfec t moat surrou nds th e rec tangu lar area
o fOld Hal l Farm ,

to the sou th o fBardon H il l .
BARWELL (xxxv , — The remain s o f a moat lie to th e sou th-west o f

the vil lage . At the sou th it inc loses a smal l c ircu lar island
,
whenc e it takes

a straigh t lin e towards the north— east , varying in width and depth . I t is
now being c leared o u t to its original dep th .

BARWELL (xxxv , — Ou th e sou th side o f the church the north and

sou th paral l e l sides o f a moat remain . The northern is dry and Shal low,
th e

sou thern bo th wide and deep .

BARWELL (xxxvi, — A smal l c ircu lar moat is in a field eas t o f
Brockley Lane .

BESCABY o r BESKABY (xiii, —Fed by the River Eye is a moat nearly
2 6 ft. wide . To the sou th o f it are a series o f low division banks .

BILSTONE (xxix, -In the angle o f two roads
,
to th e sou th o f th e

vil lage, are the remain s o f a moat c onsisting o f the sou th-eas t right angle
and a fragmen t o f the sou th Side , some distanc e towards th e west .
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BURBAGE (xlii, 1 2) — In the rec tory garden are two sides o f a moat
e nding in a c irc u lar c urve at the no rthern extremity ; the lat ter part is mos t
pronou nc ed, being 3 0 ft. wide and 1 4ft. deep .

CARLTON CURLIEU (xxxviii, — To the sou th-east o f t he chu rch
and c lose by the roadside a moat 2 8 ft. wide su rrounds a square area.

CLAYBROOKE PARVA (xlviii, — In the Vicarage garden the greater
part o f three sides o fa square moat remain it is 1 8 ft. wide and 6 ft. deep .

CROXTON KERR IAL (xiii, -A smal l c irc u lar dry moat is at the west
o f the site o f the abbey .

DADL INGTON (xxxv, — Remain s o fa moat lie on the west side o f the
vil lage near the railway .

DADLINGTON (xxxv, 1 — Ou the east side o f the road approach ing the
vil lage from H inckley was a shallow moat , n o w being obliterated.

DESFORD (xxx, 9 and 1 0) — N early a mile north—west o f the vil lage is a

quadrangu lar moat fed by a smal l tribu tary o f the Ro th ley Brook . To the
east o f th is is a dry boundary ditch .

D I SHLEY AND THORPE ACRE (xvii, — Two m iles from Loughborough
and north-east o f Dishley Grange is a long s tretch o fmoat 3 2 ft. wide and
4ft. deep ; which is, however, so trampled by c attle that it h as lost its
regu larity .

D I SHLEY AND THORPE ACRE (xvii, — Ho lywell Hal l , north o f Bu r

l eigh Wood, is su rrou nded by a moat 2 6 ft. wide and 8 ft. deep
,
wh ich

was formerly supplied w ith water from Bu rleigh Brook , bu t it h as rec en tly
been drained.

EV INGTON (xxxi, —A large qu adrangu lar moat is situated at Spinney
H il l Farm . A Stream flows c lose to th e sou th— east side , by whic h the moat
c ou ld be flooded.

FREEBY (xx, 7 ) -North o f the chu rc hyard, th e manor-hou se site ,
wh ich is bisec ted by a bank 1 2 ft. wide and 4ft. h igh , is almost surrounded
o n three Sides by a moat . The sou th-west , the most perfec t Side , is 1 3 ft.

deep the north-west h as been fil led in the north-east h as lost its original
o u t line , and the sou th-east is obliterated as it nears the sou thern ang le .

GALBY OR GAULBY (xxxviii, — In a field sou th o f the church is a

smal l irregu lar moat .
G ILMORTON (xlix, — At Co tes-de—Val, north-west o f the vil lage

,
are

th e sou th and west fragmen ts o fa c ircu lar moat .
GLENFIELD (xxx, — Oii the wes t Side o f the vil lage a quadrangu lar

m oat lies between Ro thley Brook and a mil l-s tream .

GLEN PARVA (xxxvii, I O) . — A wide moat surrounds a square Site sou th
w est o f the presen t manor hou se , c lose to the River Senc e .

GLOOSTON (xlvi, -Adjac en t to the north Side o f the anc ien t ‘Gartree

R oad is an irregu lar moat abou t 1 8 ft. wide, surrounding a long rec tangu lar
s ite .



H INCKLEY (xlii, 3 )— WYK IN HALL . Over a mile ~north~west from
H inckley, at the anc ien t manor—hou se o f th e earl s o f L eic ester, gran ted to th e
n un s o fNuneato n by Robert B ossu ,

are the remain s o fa moat . The western
side is I o ft. wide , the sou thern part is 24ft. wide and 1 2 ft. deep

, bu t it is

inc omplete, having been partly fi l led in .

HUNGERTON (xxxii, — In Qu enby Park is a small irregu lar square
moat .

HUNGERTON (xxxii, — A small c ircu lardry moat is in a field to th e
sou th-west o f th e great Ingarsby moat .

LOUGHBOROUGH (xvii, — The Moat Hou se is girt by a s tream and

two sides o fa rec tangu lar moat the lat ter, wh ich lies on the north and eas t
Sides o f the hou se, is 2 1 ft. at its widest part, but it is o f no great dep th

,
th e

banks be ing on l y 3 ft. deep .

MARKET BOSWORTH (xxix, — In Bosworth Park are the sou th and

east Sides o fa moat o fc on siderable size .
MARKFIELD (xxiv, — A smal l c ircu lar moat west o fCop t Oak Wood.

MEDBOURNE (xlvi, 1 — The parish church was formerly surrounded by
a moat .

NETHER BROUGHTON (xi i , — The north— east angle o f a moat remain s
in a field sou th-west o fThe Grange .

NEV I LL HOLT (xlvi, 4) — On th e site o f the Augu stin ian Hou se o f

B radley Priory is a straigh t dry moat 600 ft. long .

NEWBOLD VERDON (xxix, — Adjac en t to the anc ien t hal l is a terrac e
wh ic h descends to the leve l o f the moat wh ich inc loses the o ther three sides
o fa qu adrangl e . The w idth o f the moat is 2 8 ft. The banks on the north
west and sou th-west desc end to a lower l evel , and th e ground gen eral ly fal l s
away from the hal l . A number o f ponds on th is lower land h as suggested
an ou ter and more extensive moa t ; bu t it is more probable that they are

to rec eive the overflow from the moat, and arrest the swamping o f the
low lands .

NEW PARK S (xxxi, Bird’s Nest Moat ’ is a very perfec t quad
rangular moat o f c on siderable depth

,
supposed to mark the site o f ‘The

Bird’ s Nest
,

’

a repu ted hun ting box o fJohn o fGau n t .
NEWTOWN L INFORD (xxiv, — The moat o f Bradgate Hal l m ay yet

be trac ed
,
and its fishpo nds remain .

NORTON-juxTA —TWYCROSS (xxviii, — A Straight length
, 3 00 ft. , o f th e

moat remain s on th e west Side o f the manor hou se .
PECKLETON (xxxvi, — A rec tangu lar moat surrounds the anc ien t

manor-hou se o f the M o ton family .

RAGDALE , OR WREAKDALE (xix,
— Portion s o fa narrow moat survive

round the north and sou th-east o f the o ld hal l o f the Earl s Ferrers .
R ATBY (xxx, Old Hays ,

’

an ancien t hou se , is su rrounded by a

perfec t moat 20 ft. wide .
RAVENSTONE W ITH SNI BSTON (xxiii, -The who l e o f the moat m ay

be trac ed round Grange Farm bu t the sou th-west on ly is wel l defined.

REDM ILE (ii, — A dry moat by the side o f the road from Bark estone
h as been partial ly destroyed by the making o f the thoroughfare .

SCRAPTOFT (xxxii, — In a field n ear the presen t hal l is a small moat
irregu larly forming three part s o fa c irc le .
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FR ISBY ON THE WREAK (xix, 1 — In Hal l Orchard are the remain s
o f manorial embankmen ts . Portion s o f three qu adrangu lar division s sur

rounded by moats W ith banks upon the c rests are to be seen ; a l so a large
fishpo nd.

G ILMORTON (xlix, 5 and -Almos t tou ching the north-west o f the
bailey o f the castle mou n t (see Class E) is a small rec tangu lar moat w ith a

revetmen t .
GROBY (xxx, — North-east o f the moun t o f Groby Cast l e (see

Class E) are the earthen defences o f a mediaeval manor hou se . The quad
rangular Site , defended by val lum and fosse, is adjac en t to the ou ter fosse o f

the cast le, which latter h as been u tilized in the sou th-west side o f the later

OLD INCARSBY MOAT, HUNGERTON

works. On th e north-east th e moat h as a revetmen t which widen s at th e
northern angle th is h as been formed no t so le ly fo r defenc e bu t as a support
to the ou ter side o f the moat upon ground wh ich rapidly dec lines towards
the north . At the base o f the slope is a strong double val lum and wide
in termediate fosse , with an obliqu e en tranc e passing through all o f them . A

266



2 8 ft. wide and 1 8 ft. deep
,
with a rampart on each Side exc ep t the north .

Two o ther banks and ditches branch from the north side and extend in th e
form o fa righ t angl e .

HUNGERTON (xxxn ,
OLD INGARSEY MOAT.

’ There is no doubt
this manorial defenc e is an adaptation o fa s trong rec tangu lar camp o fan early
period ; a conc lusion strengthened by its proximity to th e strongho ld at

B il lesdon
,
and the disc overy o f spearheads and o ther implemen ts

,
and Roman

c oins . The hou se and chapel are w ithin the val lum ,
and a moat— o f subse

qu en t date to the val lum— h as been exc avated within the ramparts . The
moat at sec tion A— B is 3 2 ft. wide , and th e val lum 1 8 ft. wide , with an

escarpmen t o f8 ft. ; from th is the ground desc ended by a Steep dec livity to
the river, but it is now c u t by the railway . With in the north-west angl e o f

the moat is a mound 1 0 ft. in heigh t from the in terior, eviden tly thrown up
to enable a su rvey to be made o f the c oun try beyond the val lum . The
val lum h as been demo lished on the east and sou th-east, and th e exigenc ies o f

modern days have cau sed the moat to be level led in the same plac es bu t an

exten sion o f the latter remain s beyond the original c ircumval lation at th e
sou th-east . A short extramu ral sc arp is on the eas t side . Ano ther river

, a

tribu tary o f th e Soar, flows on the sou th and east , thereby con stitu ting a

strong natu ral posit ion .

K I REY BELLARS (xix,

Around the chu rch , the greater part
being on the north Side, th e Site o f

an Augu stin ian priory is divided in to
qu adrangu lar areas by banks varying M “

from I ft. to 5 ft. in heigh t . In th e
midst is a plo t o f land on a h igher
level than the su rroundings, on three
Sides o f wh ich are exc avation s wh ich
probably served as fishpo nds, though
possibly they were part s o f a moat ;
the general depth is 8 ft. , bu t th e
sou th—west corner is 20 ft. deep .

Sou th o f the chu rch is ano ther square
site arou nd wh ich was formerly a

bank , and a scarp o f 2 5 ft. desc ended
to the River Wreak .

K IREY BELLARS (xix,
1 — Sou th

o f the last-men tioned is Kirby Park
and the earthwork defenc es o f th e
o ld hal l . These now . Con sis t o f a

val lum and fosse 600 ft‘ long, at the MOAT E NTRENCHMENTS ON SITE OF PR IORY.
north end o f wh ich 1 8 a rec tangu lar Km“ Bm u s
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moat 60 ft. wide . O ther works m ay be trac ed on the north and the east,
but they are mu tilated. To the north-east is an embanked fishpo nd c lose

bythe River Wreak , from whic h
it h as been fed by an artific ial
channel . TWO tumu li are within
th e area. The railway now run s
between it and the Priory .

KI RBY MUXLOE (xxx ,
KI RBY CASTLE ’

was a fortified
manor hou se o fTudor days . On
a rec tangu lar Site the wal l s arose
from a moat varying between
3 0 ft. and 40 ft. wide before the
en tranc e and th e sou th—west Side
respec tively it gradual ly widen s
on th e n orth to 7 0 ft. , and thu s
c on tinu es along the sou th-east.
The Ro thley Brook flows past
the latter Side from which the
moat is fed by a channel ; on
the sou th is a Slu ic e and a smal l
lake to rec eive the overflow , with
an ou tle t fo r the waters to again
en ter th e river . The revetmen t
formerly existing h as gone , and

Kirby Park the moat is now being fi l ledwith
rubbish .

Of the defen sive bu ildings
there remain t he en tranc e gate
way with two flanking towers,
and a cu rtain wal l connec ting
them with a tower and o ther

Mm m Sm o p Hm , K im Bu m . fragmen ts, bu t these belong to

ano ther chapter in this history .

K IRKBY MALLORY (xxxvi, — Five and a half miles north-eas t from
H inckley, and one mile north o f the village

,
are the ‘Kirkby M oat s,

’ situ ated
in a wood east o f the h igh road. Enormou s labou r mu s t have been en tailed
in the c on stru c tion o f these moats , wh ich are almos t square in plan , each Side
measuring abou t 5 00 ft. in length . The c en tra l p lateau , 90 ft. squ are , is
su rrounded by three great ditches and a triple val lum . The innermos t moat
is 1 1 ft. deep

,
and over 45 ft. Wide this is surrounded by a val lum 1 7 ft. in

height ; th e middle moat , no t so wide as the inn er on e, is fi l led up on the
e astern Side fo r a length o f 3 0 ft.

,
thereby c reating a rec tangu lar platform

between the two earthen wal ls . Ano ther platform is found on the same
side near the north-east angle

, and this is pierced by a short arm o f the
inner moat which penetrates it eastward to the c onfines o f th e ou ter moat ,
providing an elongated pit. Immedia tely north o f this branch moat , at

th e north-east angle o f the works, an en tranc e path curves across the two
ou ter aggers. Indication s o f two o ther en tranc es are at the sou th-east

268
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c ourse o f the brook, and turn ing eastward forms the boundary to a large
courtyard u n til lost beneath the ac tion o f the plou gh .

NEWTOWN L INFORD (xxiv, — Banks at Maplewell H al l .
NORTH K ILWORTH (liii, 3 and — On the north-east o f th e church the

site o f the ‘Old Hal l ’ is marked by a moat 1 8 ft. wide and 3 ft. deep ,
inc losing three sides o f a squ are . To the west o f the moat another squ are
area is su rrou nded by a bank 4ft. h igh at the most perfec t poin t and to the
sou th—east are the remain s o f o ther banks whic h have been mu tilated in
digging fo r gravel .

OWSTON AND NEWBOLD (xxxiii, — In a field to th e north o f the
road from Owston to Knossington is a large dry moat surmou n ted by
a bank .

POTTERS MAR STON (xxxvi, — A moat h as here embrac ed bo th hal l
and church . On the north side is a long moat 3 0 ft. w ide, with an

ou ter bank 4 ft. h igh ; a ditch 80 ft. long c onnec ts th is with ano th er
portion o f the moat on the eas t, where it is 1 5 ft. wide and 3 ft. deep ,
with an ou ter bank .

SEAGRAVE (xviii, — Exten sive en trenchmen t s defend a man orial Site
in this vil lage . On the north is a low val lum , and a fosse 4ft. 9 in . deep
and 9 ft. wide . At th e turn o f th e north-east c orner and on th e eas t Side
fac ing th e FosseWay is a double val lum and double fosse . The ou ter is 4ft.
deep and 1 6 ft. wide , the inner 9 ft. deep and 2 2 ft. wide ; bu t the rampart s
have been almost destroyed. At th e east th e works turn at an obtu se angl e
and th e fosse becomes 1 1 ft. deep .

STOKE GOLD ING (xxxv, The M oats . ’ In a field north-west o f the
Vicarage is an embanked moat which original ly inc losed a squ are area . The
princ ipal extan t portion on th e sou th is 60 ft. Wide and 1 0 ft. deep . Shal low
ditches branch from it towards the north and west with banks 4ft. in heigh t
on the inner side . A spring rises on th e sou th-west .

THORPE ARNOLD (xx, — Near to th e V ic arage a bank 4ft. 6 in . high
h as inc losed a square trac t o f land, but three sides on ly are left , Situated on
th e top o f a gen t ly sloping h il l . On the sou th—east is a large fishpo n

'

d
,
and

on the dec livity o f the hil l towards th e west are th e remain s o f elaborate
defenc es . Two c ircu lar depression s open upon a semi-Circ u lar platform

,

beneath which is a c urved agger, part o f an ou twork ; and on th e west is
ano ther, wh ich is con tinu ed in a field on th e opposite side o f th e road

,
where

there is a dou ble val lum 200 ft. in length . Apparen t ly this was an early
camp u tilized in the M iddle Ages .

UPTON (xxxv, -To the sou th-west o f the manor hou se is the frag
men t o f a moa t whic h on the sou th is 1 2 ft. wide and crested by a bank 3 ft.
in heigh t and on th e north extend two o th er low aggers .

WYFORDBY (xx , — A square plateau
, 68 ft. square, with a scarp o f

7 ft. , is su rrou nded by a dry moat 20 ft. wide
,
with low banks

,
which at th e

north-west c orner con tinu e 1 5 0 ft. towards th e west . Paralle l to th e west
Side is a fishpo nd.

O H A



BAGWORTH (xxx, — North-east o f the vil lage is a con siderable area
o f embankmen ts and two fishpOndS.

BELGRAVE (xxxi, — A fragmen t o f a val lum
,
abou t 800 ft. in l ength

,

by the Fosse Way, lying eas t and west probably an ou twork o f Leic ester.

BELVOIR (vii, — On the summit o f a hil l , slightly h igher than that on
whic h Belvoir Castle stands, is the mau soleum o f th e dukes o f Ru tland.

Indications o f en trenchmen ts m ay there be seen , bu t the su cc essive al teration s
to which this site h as been subj ec ted have destroyed any c lu e as to the ir
origi n .

BELVOIR (Vi i , — A long val lum 3 ft. h igh is in Old Park Wood
,

within a mile o f Belvoir Castle .
BURTON LAZARS (xx , — Here was the c hief o f all the Lazar hou ses

in England ; exten sive dry moat s apparen tly embrac ed the bu ildings o f th e
hospital . A marvellou s series o f fishpo nds were fo r the provision o f fresh
food fo r the al leviation o f the terrible malady .

BURTON LAZARS (xxvn ,
— The Site o f ‘The Grange ’

is seen in a

terrac ed plateau .

BURTON ON THE WOLDS (xviii, — Near th e Greyhou nd Inn is a

short length o f fosse 1 2 ft. wide and 7 ft. deep , w ith a low val lum on
each side .

COTES (xviii, — A Steep escarpmen t o f 3 o ft. desc ends to w ithin a

few feet o f the River Soar, above wh ic h are two quadranglar areas divided
by a deep gu l ly . On the north side rows o f banks 3 ft. h igh form an

avenu e, whil e o ther similar remain s are scat tered to the north and west .
CROXTON KER RIAL (viii, — A portion o fan en trenchmen t lies wes t o f

Blac kwal l Lodge .
CROXTON KERR IAL (xiii, 4) — On the west o f Old Wood are embank

men ts o n the Site o f the Premon straten sian abbey . A l so a fishpo nd.

CR o xTON KERR IAL (xiv, — ‘K 1NO LUD
’

S ENTRENCHMENTS.

’

A line o f
en trenchmen ts, ft. long, lies due east and west on the sou thern border
o f the parish . I t occu pies grou nd Slightly higher than its sou thern prospec t,
in which direc tion the land gradual ly fal l s . The extreme west o f th e
works c onsists o f a double fosse and single vallum , bu t it h as been weakened
in recen t years ; th e most perfec t sec tion is on e-th ird o f its distanc e from
the west

,
here are a triple val lum and double fosse . From the north side the

val lum is 4ft. h igh and 1 0 ft. wide
,
the first fosse is 8 ft. deep , the second

val lum ,
o f th e same height , is 1 5 ft. wide , the second fosse 6 ft. deep , and the

ou ter val lum , 1 1 ft. wide , is 4ft. above the exterior level . The eastern th ird
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STAPLETON (xxxv, — The site o f the camp occupied by th e troops o f
King Richard before that bat tle on B osworth Fieldwhich changed the ru ling
dynasty, and known as The Bradshaws ,

’

was situated on a n eminenc e sou th
o f Staple ton vil lage and along the bank o f th e Stream which flows to D ad

lingtou .
Hu tton says that th e defenc e was a breastwork 3 00 yards long, an

operation o f great labour bu t whatever its original form o r exten t it h as
perished so far that the fragmen t s have to be relegated to this c lass . In
Chu rch Close is a portion o fa trench _7 ft. deep , fo l lowing a z ig

-z ag o f three
Short lengths, and farther sou th , on the edge o f th e vil lage , are o th er
fragmen ts .

STONTON VVYVILLE (xlv, 4) — An elaborate series o ffishpo nds lie to the
sou th o f the manor—hou se .

SYSONBY (xx, — Upon th e west bank o f the River Eye , sou th-east o f
the church , are remain s o f earthen banks 34ft. on the scarp , forming t he
west

,
north , and part o f the east Sides o f a square . The o th er portion s have

perished beneath the hands o f the bu ilder .

THORPE ARNOLD (xx, — The remain s o fa prehistoric Strongho ld have
been u tilized fo r manorial defenc es .

TUMUL I

BARKBY (xxv, — On the east side o f the Fosse Way, north o f Thu r
maston , is the Round H il l

’

; where , in a field at th e angle made by the
Barkby road, branching from the anc ien t thoroughfare, stood a tumu lu s

,
now

levelled
,
in which a Roman u rn was fou nd.

BARR o w-ON-SOAR (xviii, — By the side o f the road from Barrow to
Sileby are the remain s o fa tumu lu s. I t was open ed in 1 867 , when numerou s
Roman funereal relic s were found, the excavation leaving it bu t 2 ft. in

height .
CROXTON KERR IAL (xiii, 4) — To the west o f Old Wood is Windmil l

H il l, on which is a mound supposed to be a tumu lu s
,
which , however, h as

never been explored.



K I RBY BELLARS (xix,
— At a corner o fa field abu tting on th e vil lage

road is a rou nd tumu lu s, 1 8 ft. in diameter and 5 ft. in height . Two o ther
conical mounds plan ted with trees are in a line sou th-east o f the c hu rch ,
900 ft. apart each o f th em is abou t 45 ft. in diameter and n early 20 ft. h igh .

LAUNDE (xxxiii, I — A tumu lu s is Situ ated a quarter o f a mile sou th
east from Sanvey Cast le .

LE ICESTER (xxxi, — In the c en tre o f the inner ward o f Leic ester
Castle was

,
u n til recen tly , a tumu lu s, in whic h were fou nd tw o dec ap itated

skeleton s
,
probably a witness to mediaeval execu tion s .‘

MEDBOURNE (xlvi, — Three tumu li were formerly to th e north-west
o f the vil lage two have been destroyed and a mil l stands on th e th ird.

MELTON MOWBRA Y (xx, 9) The Mou nd at Mou n t Pleasan t , sou th
west o f the town , is a large tumu lu s plan ted with trees . I t is on the site o f
an ac tion between the Royalist and Parliamen tarian troops in February , 1 644,

when the lat ter were rou ted
,
l eaving 1 7 0 kil led.

PECKLETON (xxxvi, — A mou nd
,
o r tumu lu s

,
stands near the moated

Manor Hou se .
RATCL IFFE ON THE WREAK (xxv , — Between the Fosse Way and the

river. North o f Lewen Bridge is a large tumu lu s cal led ‘Shipley H il l . ’

I t is rec tangu lar in plan— with a slight c u rve on its long axis— 240 ft.

long
, 60 ft. Wide, and 40 ft. high . I t h as been partial ly excavated on th e

east side .
SALTBY (xiv, — Close to the sou th side o f‘King Lud’s En trench

men t s ’ are three tumu li ; on e o f them is bu t 2 ft. in height, the o thers are
5 ft. and 8 ft. respec tively .

SHAWELL (Iii, — A large bell-shaped barrow is in a field sou th o f the
chu rch , bu t the ditch is fo r the greater part lost.

STOKE GOLDING (xxxv, — In a field north-west o f the Vicarage is a

tumu lu s 7 ft. in height .
Leic. Artb. Soc. Pm . and local news.



Melton Mowbray
Mou n tsorrel
N e th er Brou gh ton
N evill Holt
Newbold Verdon
N ew Parks
N ew town L in ford
Nort h Kilwort h
Norton ju x ta Twyc ross
Osgat horpe
Owsto n and N ewbold
Peckleto n

Po t ters Marston
Qu orndon
R agdale
R atby
Ratcliffe Cu ley
R atc liffe on t he Wreak
Ravenston e w ith Sn ibston .

R edmile
Salt by
Sapco t e
Sax by
Scraptoft
Seagrav e
Shackerston e
Shawell
Sheepy Magna
Sou t h Crox ton
Sou th K ilworth
Stan ton u nder Bardon
Staple ton
Stoke Goldin g
Ston ton Wyville
Sysonby
Thorpe Acre and D ish ley, see
D ishley and Thorpe Acre
Thorpe Arn old
Thrin gston e
Thu rlaston
Tilton .

U llesthorpe
U lverscroft
U pton
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the u nit o f taxation was the ‘caru cate,
’

con sis ting o f 8 bovates
,

and

(probably) o f 1 20 acres in the sou th o fEngland these caru cates are rep lac ed
by hides

,

’

composed o f4 virgates , each virgate being probably reckoned to

con tain 30 acres . Bu t in addition to this differenc e in termino logy there lies
a stil l more importan t distinc tion between the D anelaw and the rest o f
England in the manner in whic h these fi sc al u nits were dis tribu ted among th e
several vil l s in the respec tive coun ties. I t was shown by Mr. Rou nd in
Feudal England that , whereas a Cambridgeshire o r Oxfordshire vil l wil l
probably be assessed at some frac tion o r mu l tiple o f 5 hides, a Lincoln shire
vil l wil l c ommon ly an swer fo r some frac tion o r mu l tiple o f 6 caru cates .“

In other words the assessmen t o f th e hidated coun ties was dec imal in
charac ter

,
that o f th e Danelaw was du odec imal , and in no part o f the lat ter

distric t is the duodec imal system o f reckoning more c l early shown than in
Leicestersh ire . In the fo l lowing table some o f th e simples t in stances in
poin t are co l lec ted

Assessm ent Assessm en t
caru cat es



Domesday Book was c ompiled, it is drawn up vil l by vil l , and accordingl y
demon strates beyond qu estion the way in which irregu lar manorial assess
men ts were combined to fo rm an

'even du odec imal to tal fo r each vill as a

who le . I t does even more than th is, fo r it reveal s the existence o fa system
by which the vil l s themselves were u nited to form c ertain larger groups ,
designated in this documen t by the name o f ‘hundreds,

’ so that even in
those c ases where a particu lar vil l m ay be assessed at a figure which does
no t suggest any system at all it wil l common ly be c onnec ted with some
o ther vil l , al so assessed at some irregular number o f carucates

,
in suc h

a way that the assessmen ts o f the who le hundred will be du ly du odec imal
in charac ter. This is

,

no t the plac e in which to disc u ss th e very difficu l t
qu estion o f th e origin o f th ese hundreds, no r th e possibility that a similar
series o f loc al division s m ay have existed in the o ther c oun ties o f the
Danelaw ,

5 bu t we m ay il lu strate the fiscal charac ter o f these anomalou s bodies
by an examp le in which the figu res as rec orded by Dom esday Book and by
this later survey are in c omplete accordanc e

HUNDRED OF WALTHAM-ON-THE-WOLD S
1 1 24 I 1 29

Car. Bo v. Car. Bo v.

Waltbam

Hu gh de Grentem aisn il

Guy de Craon
Earl of L eicest er
Alan de Craon

Guy de Craon Alan de Craon

H enry de Ferrers R obert de Ferrers

To tal

I t is especially to be no ted that as no men tion is made o f these smal l
local hu ndreds in Domesday Book , we shou ld, bu t fo r the preservation o f the
‘L eic estershire Su rvey,

’ be en tirely ignoran t o f the fac t that th e irregu lar
assessmen ts o f Wal tham, Stonesby, and Coston were regarded as forming on e
du odec imal group o f3 6 c aru cates . A similar system o fgrouping ru n s through
the who le su rvey as we have it, on ly at times th e regu larity o f the arrange
men t h as been disturbed by u nrec orded al teration s in the local inc idence o f th e
geld, and by c lerical errors on the part o f the scribes in dealing with large
masses o f figures . Both these cau ses o f exc eption apply with even greater
forc e to the Domesday Survey itself, aggravated, as we have seen , by the fac t
that the c ompilers o f the latter record

, in regard to fisc al as wel l as economic
Further evidence is supplied in relation to th is poin t by the Croxton Chartulary

,

‘Belvoir MSS.

’

H ist. MSS. Co nt. Rep. iv, 1 7 6 .

5 Compare V.C.H . Derby, i, 2 9 5 , andNottr. i, 2 1 9 .
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A nstey 6 Brentingby 6

Swepston e 6 R o th erby 6

Qu enby 6 Shoby 6

All the above are examples o fu ndivided vil l s, but in th e fo l lowing case s
each vil lar total represen ts a number o f manorial assessmen ts wh ich are here
inc luded w ithin brackets (the figu res referring to c aru cates)

Vill Asse ssm ent Assessm ent
Barkeston e 24. Old Dalby 1 2

New ton Bu rder 1 2 Frisby 1 2

H oby 1 2 R earsby 1 2

Branston 1 2 Eastwell 1 2

Sprox ton 1 2 Shan g ton 1 2

East Norton 1 2 H umberston e 1 2 (844 4-3 )
Scalford 1 2 W elby 1 2

Allex ton 6 (sin k—ff) Sax elby 6

Brooksby 6 Wy fordby 6 (43+ 1g)
Ashby Folv ille 6 Keyham 6

Thu s far, thanks to th e evidenc e o f the Leic estershire Su rvey
,
it h as

been possible to set down a suffic ien tly c onvinc ing lis t o fdu odecimal assess
men ts which might be c on siderably extended, bu t we mu st now c on sider
a very cu riou s c omplication whic h does no t oc c u r in the same -form in th e
o ld Danelaw ou tside this coun ty . This is the employmen t , in this in ten sely
‘Danish ’ shire

,
o f two fiscal terms which rightly belong to th e ‘hidated ’

sou th o fEngland, namely, the hide and the virgate . ’ The lat ter does no t
presen t mu ch difficu l ty , fo r in th e hidated c oun ties the virgate was

the quarter o f the hide j ust as the bovate was the eighth o f the caru

cate , the substitu te fo r the hide in the D anelaw, and in Leic estershire
the virgate merely appears as a compendiou s expression fo r the sum

o f tw o bovates . But the u se o f th e ‘hide ’

in L eic estershire is qu it e
u n iqu e .‘ I t does no t here deno te a term o f land-m easuremen t , no r even
a Simple fisc al unit . The Domesday scribe himself found it nec essary to
define the word as u sed in this c ou n ty , and in the en try relating to Kilby we
read Oger the Breton ho lds two parts o f one hide

,
that is

,
1 2 carucates o f

land.

’ Unfortunately this explanation it self is somewhat ambigu ou s
, fo r it

leaves it an open qu estion whether the words that is twelve c aru cates o f
land were in tended as a definition o f the term h ide

,

’

o r whether th ey mean
that ‘two-thirds o f on e hide ’

amoun ted to the sum in qu estion . AS there
are Sixteen en tries in one portion o f the survey in wh ich the h ide is invo lved,
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pilatio n o f Domesday Book . In this way we shal l at least ac coun t fo r the
manner in which the formu la appears in the portion o f the su rveywith wh ich
we are c oncerned, fo r al though there is no Leicestershire en try in which we
are given bo th an estimate o f the number o f possible ploughs and al so a

s tatemen t o f the ac tual number existing before the Conqu est, yet in the three
Northamptonshire en tries to which reference h as been made bo th formu las
are c ombined, and al so there are cases in Leic estershire itself where

,
in two

separate en tries relating to the same vil l, one wil l give the number o f team
lands and the o ther the number o f pre

—Conqu est teams.n Fo r in stanc e
,
with

regard to Guy de Crao n
’

s manor in Sproxton , wh ich is en tered on fo lio 2 3 5 ,
we read

,
there is land fo r three plou ghs,

’ wh il e in the case o f the Cou n te ss
J udith

’s manor in the same vil l
,
su rveyed on fo lio 2 3 6b, we are simply to ld

that ‘eight p loughs were there . ’ We m ay conc lude , therefore, in the firs t
plac e , that in en tries o f th is latter kind we are given a simple estimate o f th e
n umber o f real ploughs at work on a given manor in King Edward’s time ; 1 ’

and
,
secondly

,
that th e singu lar al ternation in the cou rse o f the survey o f

Leic estershire between this formu la and the vagu er statemen t
,
there is land fo r

x ploughs
,

’

h as no deeper c au se than the personal fancy o f the Domesday scribe .
This being the c ase , it becomes worth o u r whil e to c onsider briefly the

relation between the number o f ploughs before the Conqu est, th e number at

the time o f th e survey
,
and the valu e o f the estate at (presumably) these two

periods . And here we are met at onc e by a very curiou s fac t , fo r wh ile the
valu e o f land in rural Leic estersh ire h ad

,
acc ording to the figures given in

D omesday , almost exac tly doubled‘3 during the Conqu eror’s reign
,
ye t on

manor after manor there were fewer ploughs at work in 1 086 than h ad
been the case in 1 068 . We m ay give a few in stanc es in poin t in tabu lar
form

Plo ugh s Dem esne

T.R .E. Plo ugh :

xi



Thu s, taking ten con secu tive en tries on the fief o f th e Coun tess Judith , we

Car. Bo v. d.

‘Valuit ’

Now as the geld was normal ly l evied at the rate o f two Shil lings to the caru
c ate

,
in six o ut o f these ten examples the who le valu e o f the estate wou ld

have been more than equ al led by its fiscal respon sibilities , and the figu res in
the lis t bec ome even more striking ifwe remember that it h as been estimated
that

,
if the who le o f England be taken in to ac c oun t

,
the average valu e o f th e

h ide o r carucate wil l be something very c lose to twen ty Shil lings . 1“ I t h as,
therefore

,
been suggested

,
in explanation o f the conjunc tion o f extrem e

poverty with cru shing taxation displayed by L eic estershire , that the ‘valu it
’

does no t refer to the Confessor’s time , bu t to ‘some time o f disorder that.

fo l lowed th e Conqu est ; 1 5 and on the who le an examination o f the c oun ty vil l
by vil l seems to bear o u t this View . In th e first p lac e , there are fou r en tries in
wh ic h we are to ld that th e valu e given fo r the estate refers to the time when
it was rec eived by the Domesday tenan t , that is, to some period in th e early
years o fWil liam ’s reign

1 d.

Burbage
Bo t tesford
Soke of Melton Mowbray
Husbands Boswort h

to wh ich we m ay add th e c ases o f Barrow-o n-Soar and its soke ,
’

o f wh ich
we are to ld the who le (estate) was and is worth £40 , when rec eived (it was.

worth) £ 1 0; and o f Don ing ton le Heath , wh ich h ad original ly been worth
£ 1 , bu t was waste when Nigel de A lbini en tered in to possession o f it

,
and

h ad on ly risen in valu e to two Shillings at the date o f t he su rvey . These
figu res, few as they are , are enough to suggest that Leicestershire h ad u nder
gon e someth ing very like ac tual devastation in th e period immediately
suc c eeding the Conqu est , and it is qu ite possible that the Domesday valu it

Maitland, Dom. Bb. andBeyond, 46 5 . Ibid. 469.
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m a refer to th is latter time as a general rule , the words guando recapit

being inc iden tal ly added in the in stance given above. The case o f Bu rbage
m ay

even help u s to a rough date fo r the period in qu esti on
:
The V l ll had

been gran ted to Coven try Abbey by Earl Leofri c o fMerc i a in the latter part
o f the Confessor

’s reign ,“ so that the words quando recepit c anno t refer to
the abbey ’s first possession o f the estate . At th e time o f King Edward’s
death , the abbey was under the ru le o f the famou s L eofric , the plu ralist
abbot o fPeterborough , who was mortal ly wounded at the battl e o f Hastings .
The fac t that Abbo t Leofric h ad ac tual ly taken part in the great bat tl e wou ld
enable the new king, withou t u ndu e straining o f the law , to take the
possession s o f th e abbey in to h is own hands , and there exists an original writ
o f the Conqu eror 1 7 in which he restores the temporalities o f th e abbey to
Le o fwine , Leofric

’s suc c essor. Th is writ can on ly belong to th e lat ter part
o f 1 07 0 ,

and there is th erefore a distinc t probability that this is the year to
wh ich the first valu e given fo r Bu rbage real ly refers. Bu t if the Leic ester
shire ‘valu its ’ in general refer to abou t the same time we m ay no t improbably
c onnec t the wasted c ondition o f the c oun ty with the Conqu eror’s marc h from
Warwick to Not tingham when he suppressed the first revo l t o f Edwin and

Morcar towards the c lose o f And ifwe m ay make due al lowanc e fo r
the general poverty o f the c ou n ty the distribu tion o f the wasted area agrees
wel l enough with the supposition that it was harried in the first in stanc e
along a line extending from H igh Cross, the poin t at which the road from
Warw ick to No t tingham wou ld en ter the c ou n ty, to the Soar at Lou gh
borough . Ifwe indicate on a m ap those manors which have increased four
fo ld in valu e between the date at issu e and 1 086 , the poin t where Wat ling
Street and the Foss Way meet bec omes a focu s o f devastation which extends
o ver the western half o f the c ou n ty to Barrow on Soar and L oughborough

,

and al so along the Welland Val ley as far as S lawston and Medbou rne . The
lat ter distric t wou ld readily be reached by raiding parties by way o f the
Watling Street and Upper Avon but Fram land wapen take , the part o f th e
c oun ty most remote from Wil liam ’s line o f march on this occasion , was also
the part where Domesday reveal s the smal l es t variation in general valu e .
Bu t whatever the validity o f this explanation o f th e depression o f one coun ty

,

w e canno t well refer the Leicestershire ‘valu it ’ to a date an terior to the
Conqu est , and some at least o f the difficu l ties presen ted by o ur portion o f the
survey bec ome more in tel ligible on that hypothesis .

The last qu estion to demand discu ssion at this poin t is the meaning o f

the Leicestershire ‘team-land.

’ The phrase ‘there is land fo r x teams ’ is
always ambiguou s, fo r it m ay refer to the amoun t o f arable land ac tual ly
under c u l tivation in a manor, o r to the cu l tivated area plus u nrec laimed
was te , o r even to the latter quan tity alone . Also in c ertain coun ties with

See his repu ted charter in Man. Angl. iii, 1 9 1 . Facsimile: ofMSS. in Brit. Mas.

Professor Freeman (Norman Conguest, iv, 1 96— 7 [cd. suggested that Leicester borough had under
gone at this time a doom which might be spoken of as u tter destruction .’ H e derived this
suggestion from a misreading of the H istory of Leicester Abbey, prin ted in Dugdale

’
s Monasticon (see Round,

Feud. Eng]. and he regarded the displacemen t of the English landown ing class in the shire as almost
complete, taking no accoun t of the Englishmen who in 1 086 were holding land of Norman lords. But he
does not seem to have realized the peculiarities of the Leicestershire valuit and valet, and if th e former are due
to a devastation of the shire it can hardly be placed at any other date. I t cannot be laid to the charge of the
n orthern Insurgen ts of 1 06 5 , fo r Le icestershire was part of the Mercian earldom, and Earl Edwin h imself led
a detachm en t of the rebel arm y.
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R a tio 1 2 R atio 2 R a tio 1 1

Team
lands Car.

With the material s at o ur disposal we canno t hope as yet fo r any final
explanation o f these figures, bu t they will at least become in tel ligible if
viewed in the fo l lowing way. I t is qu ite possible in view o f the heavy
rating o f Leic estershire as a who l e that the ju rors in th e D omesday Inqu est
m ay have been al lowed to exp ress the agricu l tural possib ilities o f their vil l s
and manors in figu res which bore a c on sc iou s reference to th e caru cates o f

assessmen t in eac h case . The above table , fo r in s tanc e , c on tain s twen ty—Six
c ases where the c aruc ates stand to the plough-lands as three to two . I t is
h ighly improbable that in all these in stanc es the geld caru cates exc eeded the
field c arucates, ac tual and po ten tial , by one-third, bu t it is very possible
that , when this was approximately the case , th e j urors m ay have been per
m itted to u se figu res wh ich brought o u t an in te l ligible ratio between these
qu an tities . In the even t o f an abatemen t being gran ted the king’s financial
offic ial s wou ld find it mu ch more c onvenien t to possess figu res which ex
pressed the relation s between assessmen t and agricu l tural fac t in arithmetical
proportion than to work from a c ol lec tion o f u norganized Statemen ts abou t
plough-lands and caru c ates . I t is tru e that th e Domesday scribes did no t
trouble to inc lude these figures systematical ly in th e c omple ted record, and
a l so that

,
as the Leicester Survey proves

,
no change was made in the burden o f

the Leic estershire geld fo r forty years at leas t after 1 086 , ye t the fac t remain s
that over a large portion o f th e c oun ty

,
so far as o u r information goes, th e

replies relative to team-lands were given in a manner wh ich , according to the
scheme o f the su rvey, wou ld natural ly be con stru ed as a suggestion fo r a

redu c tion o fassessmen t .
At th e head o f the ro l l o f Leicestershire landowners stands the name o f

the king, to whose estates are al lo tted some two c o lumns o fo u r rec ord. Aswas

c ommon ly the case e lsewhere the royal property in Leicestersh ire was derived
from variou s sourc es. From h is predec essor Edward th e king inherited
Ro thley and Great Bowden with their wide trac ts o fdependen t so keland, and
on the death o fEdith , the Confessor

’s widow,
in 1 07 5 , he became possessed

o f h er lands in Wadborough
,
Sadding ton

,
Thorpe Ac re, and Dish ley .

Croxton Kerrial and Nether Brou ghton
,
with which th e desc ription o f th e

king’s land open s, h ad reverted to the crown on the forfeitu re o f their former
owner, Earl Morcar o f Northumbria, whose brother, Earl Edwin , within
whose Mercian governmen t Leic estershire lay, does no t seem to have possessed
any land at all within the c oun ty .

” The large manor o f Shepshed, c o m

prising probably much o f Charnwood Forest
, h ad been held by an u nknown

See below
,
page 2 98 .
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The main in terest o f the royal manors in Leicestershire lies in their
s tru c tu re and organization . Ro thley and Great Bowden , in particu lar, are

excellent
‘
exam ples o f th e straggling, incoheren t type o fmanor, held toge ther

by jurisdic tional rath er than by economic ties , which is eminen tly c harac ter
istic o f the Danelaw. The manor o f Rothley extended over twen ty-one
dependen t vil ls, that o f Bowden extended over ten . This type o festate pro
du ced perhaps its finest examples in the neighbouring c oun ty o f Linc o ln

,
and

in L eic estershire itself the on ly rival s o f Bowden and Ro th ley in this kind
are the manors o fMelton Mowbray

,
wh ich possessed at least n ine dependen t

blocks o f territory, and Barrow on Soar
,
th e vil l s c onnec ted with which

amou n ted to th irteen . In th e cases o f B owden and Ro thley
,
Domesday

dis tingu ishes between the paymen ts made to the king by the c en tral manor
and by the ‘so keland

,

’

and th e resu l t is no t unin teresting . Ro th ley itself
brough t in yearly £ 3 2s . , bu t th e men o f Ro thley soke paid al together
JC3 1 8s . 1 d. Great B owden alone brough t in £ 3 1 o s. ,

o f wh ich £ 2 repre

sen ted the profi ts o f th e demesn e , the remain ing 3 o s . c oming from the men
o f th e vil l, bu t its so keland produ ced £ 1 4 1 1 s. 6d. These figu res c learly
represen t th e addition o f a number o f irregu lar paymen ts

,
and they are in

Striking c on trast with the round sums rendered by the royal manors o f the
sou th o f England o r even , SO far as o u r information goes, by the royal
manors o fNo ttingham sh ire and Linco ln sh ire?“8 They suggest in fac t that the
sokes o f Ro thley and Bowden came in to existenc e as th e resu l t o f gradual
acc retion s from below, and that they do not represen t territorial un its o fany
no table an tiqu ity . Individual sokemen and groups o f sokemen m ay have
sough t the king fo r pu rposes o f pro tec tion and warran ty, and thu s become
gradu al ly incorporated in a manorial group while Stil l retaining a large
measu re o f economic and tenurial freedom . N o r c an we doub t that Similar
forc es e lsewhere mu st have c on tribu ted largely to produc e the heterogeneou s

,

unorganized manors o f the type wh ich we are c on sidering .

The royal manors o f Leic estershire afford good examples o f the way in

which the k ing wou ld at times let o u t h is estates to be h eld o f h im at a

money ren t . Croxton Kerrial and Nether Broughton were thu s farmed by
Hugh fitz Baldric , a great Yorkshire tenan t in chief,“ and it is h ighly prob
able that th e sums o f£ 1 7 and I: 8 , which are set down as the valu e o f these
manors respec tively, real ly mean that Hugh paid the king a rou nd sum o f

£ 2 5 in retu rn fo r them . Robert de To deni
,
the lord o f Belvoir

,
held

2 caru cates in Blaston belonging to Bowden soke
,
the rest o f the former

vil l being so keland. Ofthese H umfrey the Chamberlain held at farm a smali
portion o f the royal so keland in Priestgrave th e manors which h ad belonged
to Qu een Edith were held o f th e king by a c ertain Godwin , whose name
proves h im to have been an Englishman . The manner in wh ich Domesday

Compare Dunham and Orston, Notts, which had been worth 1: 30 each, Caistor and Gayton-le-Marsh
,

Lincoln, valued at 1 : 30 and £ 1 5 respec tively.
I t is worth noting that Casterton (Rutland) , which, like Croxton Kerrial and Nether Broughton, had

belonged to Earl Morcar, was also ‘farrned ’ by H ugh fitz Baldric, who appears in Domesday asa fo rm er

sh erifi
' of Notts.



1A HISTORY OF LEICESTERSHIRE

describes h is tenu re is no teworthy, fo r it supplies an early example o f a

technical distinc tion wh ich later became o f immen se importanc e in English
land—law .

We are to ld that , Edith the qu een held these lands . Now G o d

win h as them o f the king at farm . Bu t D ishley he ho lds o f the king in fee
and the record goes on to state that Godwin al so ho lds 2 3 h ides and

4 carucates in Shepshed o f the k ing in fee . Th i s c ase h as been no ted by
Professor Maitland,25 who remarks that as in general a farm er wou ld have no
heritable rights,

’ Godwin ’s occ upancy o fThorpe Ac re, Saddington , andWad

borough wou ld be terminable at th e king
’s pleasure . The c ase o f Shepshed

is al so no teworthy fo r ano ther reason , fo r Odo o f Bayeux in th e time o f h is

regency h ad ordered that the manor should pay £ 6
‘fo r th e servic e

,

’ that is
,

probably, the military service , o f the Isle o fWigh t . ’ Why a manor on the
edge o f Charnwood Forest shou ld be requ ired to con tribu te towards the de
fenc e o f the Isle o f Wigh t m ay no t be very apparen t , bu t the fac t il lu strates
the way in whic h Domesday often reveal s the existenc e o f an un likely c o n
nexio n ,

fiscal o r o therwise , between Widely separated parts o f the kingdom .

The smal l fief o f the archbishop o f York , on wh ic h the most importan t
manors were in Langton and Lubenham ,

is ch iefly remarkable fo r the ex
ceptio nal subinfeudation o f the lat ter vil l . Lubenham as a Who le was held
o f the archbishop by a c ertain Walch elin

,
and u nder h im by a tenan t named

Robert . Bu t a namel ess kn igh t held 3 carucates in Lubenham o f th is
latter Robert , so that the five vil lein s and on e bordar who cu l tivated the soil
on that portion o f the vil l h ad fou r lords in asc ending sequ enc e between them
and the king . Th is fac t wou ld be in no way remarkable in the thirteen th
c en tury

,
bu t it is exc eptional in D omesday fo r more than two lords to in ter

vene between th e king and the peasan t .26 I t also m ay inc iden tal ly be no tic ed
t hat the caru c ate wh ic h the archbishop held in Til ton was assigned to th e
alm S o f the c ol legiate chu rch o f Sou thwel l in N o ttingh am sh ire .

From th e lands o f the archb ishop Of York the survey proc eeds to deal
with the fief o f the bishop o f L inc o ln , within whose dioc ese Leic estershire
lay. The b ishop ’s estates fal l in to two division s : th e firs t, regarded as be

longing to the church o fL inc o ln rather than to the bishop
, c on sisting o f land

in the borough o fLeicester, and a man or o f 1 2 caru cates in Kn ight on th e
second comprising a number o f manors wh ich before the Conqu est h ad been
held by almost as many separate Englishm enfi

7
and th erefore represen ting

rather the personal estate o fRemigiu s o fFec amp than the lands o f th e see o f
L inc oln . Whatever possession m ay have belonged to the see o fL eic ester in
the o ld days o f the Mercian kingdom h ad been swep t away in th e general
ru in oc casioned by the great Danish set tlemen t, and these few personal
gran t s to B ishop Remigiu s c on tras t Strongly with the handsome endowmen t
wh ich he possessed

,
largely as a resu l t o f the Conqu eror’s favour

,
in Lincoln

shire itself.
Peterborou gh Abbey possessed in Leicestershire the two manors o f East

Langton and Great Easton . The latter
,
with its appurtenances in Glaston

(Ru tland) , Drayton , Priestgrave , and Bringhurst
, h ad been given to th e

D om. Bb. and Beyond, 1 5 2 . I bid . 1 70.

’7 All the bishop o fLincoln’s predecessors in Leicestershire appear to have been qu ite un importan t people
w ith the exception of the Bardi who had possessed H aliach .

’ H e h ad preceded the bishop in a number of
Northampton shire manors and h ad been a considerable landowner in Lincolnshire itself, where he had held thegreat estate of Sleaford.
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were held o f h im by u ndertenan ts are described u nder a separate heading on
folio 2 In all the lands c omprisedwithin the firs t division th e c ou n t h ad
been preceded by an Englishman cal led Saxi, who h ad al so possessed Shawell
and Bagworth , wh ich are described in the second division . Ayleston e, H un

c ote, and Market Bosworth were the mos t importan t manors on the fief, th e
first-named possessing dependenc ies wh ich the c ou n t h ad suble t to two o fh is
men

,
and in regard to on e o fwhich we meet w ith a formu la o fgreat rarity in

Domesday Book . Certain land belonging to Ayles tone was held o f the c ou n t
by one Turald, and we are to ld Tu rald h o lds the land o ffour vil lein s and h as
one plough—land in demesne and 5 sokemen with 1 vil lein and 2 bordars who
have 2 ploughs . ’ The pecu liarity o f the case lies no t only in the omission
o fany Statemen t as to the assessmen t o f the land, but in the description o f its
former owners as vil lani,

’

a term which can on ly have been u sed in a vagu e
and un technical sen se in this ins tanc e .

Fo l lowing th e fief o f the cou n t o f Meu lan comes an estate which is

described as the land o f Earl Aubrey .

’ This person h as been proved to be
Aubrey de Couc i, who h ad been appoin ted earl o f Northumbria upon
the murder o f Bishop Walcher in 1 080,

and after a short time, finding it
impossible to govern h is unruly province, h ad resigned h is earldom and

retired to h is Norman lands, forfeiting h is English possession s in c on sequ ence .
H is fiefin Leic estersh ire is accordingly described as being ‘in th e king’s hand,

’

but it is no t merged in the general body o f the king’ s lands, and by 1 1 3 0

part at least o f it had come in to the possession o f the earl o fLeic ester. As

desc ribed in Domesday it represen ts an estate o f Anglo-Saxon origin , fo r all

Earl Au brey ’s land is said to have been held formerly by a c ertain Harding
and h is men ,

’ 3 1 which las t expression is in teresting as a pre-Conqu est example
o fdependen t land-tenure .

OfAnglo-Saxon origin also are th e two smal l estates which fo l low in the
survey

,
the lands respec tively o f th e Coun tess Godeva (Go dgifu ) wife o f Earl

Leofric o f Mercia, and h er daughter-in-law Alveva (lElfgifu ) wife o f Earl
lElfgar. Bo th these ladies were dead some years before 1 086 , but th eir lands
are du ly kep t apart in the survey, each under a separate rubrication . The
elder coun tess h ad possessed a smal ler estate in Norton n earTwycross, Appleby
on the Derbyshire border,” and Bilsto ne ; the less famou s Alveva h ad held five
c arucates in Aylestone and th e large manor o fCastle D onington .

By far th e greatest landowner in Leicestersh ire in 1 086 was Hugh de
Grentem aisnil

, whose manors are acc ordingly indicated on o u r D omes
day m ap. A powerful baron in c en tral Normandy, where h is original
seat o f Grandmesnil

,
a corruption from Grentm esnil (Calvados) , lay, he

h ad been a tru sted lieu tenan t o f King Wil liam in the c ritical years be
tween 1 066— 9 , when he h ad held the importan t governmen t o f Hamp
shire .” Somewhere abou t the latter date he seems to have fal len in to
disfavou r with the king, and judging from the . negative evidence o f charters

The survey of Leicestershire occupies the fifteen folios from 2 30 to 2 3 7 .

Harding had also been Aubrey’s predecessor in three Warwickshire manors.
An in teresting reference to the coun tess’s tenure of land in Appleby occurs in the Derbyshire sec tion of

Domesday. In the description of the Derbyshire portion ofAppleby
, 5 carucates of which belonged to Burton

Abbey, we are told that Abbot Leofric gave 1 caru cate of this land to the Coun tess Gode, which the king has
now.

’
Gode in this passage is merely a con tracted form ofGo dgifu (Godeva), though elsewhere in Domes

day it m ay stand fo r the distinct name Gytha.

’

Ordericus Vitalis, Hist. Etc/es. (So c . de l’H ist. de France) ii, 1 67 .
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rein stat e himself Ivo dec ided to go on cru sade, and before h is departure he
plac ed h is en tire estate in the hands o f the cou n t o f Meu lan fo r fifteen years

,

on condition that the c oun t shou ld use h is influ enc e with the king to procure
h is restoration . Ivo

,
however, died while on cru sade, and the c oun t o f

Meu lan , abet ted by the king, i gnored the c laims o f h is son and u nited the
Grentem aisnil fief to h is own , and thu s becoming the most powerful magnate
in Leic estershire he was shortly afterwards created earl o f the coun ty .

8 5

The estates o f Hugh de Grentem aisnil fi l l two and a half fo lios o f the
su rvey, the first fo lio describing the manors which he held in demesne, the
remaining en tries relating to the manors held o f h im by mesne tenan t s . As

was the case with the c oun t o fMeu lan , the chief strength o fHugh de Grente

maisnil lay in the sou th o f the coun ty, in the wapen takes o f Gu th laxto n and

Gartree . I t is on ly in regard to very few o f Hugh ’s manors that we are

given the name o f th e pre-Conqu est owners , bu tWigston Magna and S tockers
ton , like Great Easton which adj oin s th e latter, h ad belonged to Earl Ralf o f
H ereford. The mos t in teresting statemen t which we are given in this c o n
nexio n is con tained in a no te appended to the ac coun t o fWymeswo ld, to the
effec t that ‘two bro thers held this land fo r two manors

,
and afterwards on e

o f them bought from the o ther h is share and made one manor o u t o f two
that were there in King Edward’s time ’

; a remark wh ich deserves no tic e
no t on ly becau se we here fo r onc e see a manor in the making , bu t becau se
the transac tion recorded wou ld seem to have taken place after the Conqu est,
as it c ertain ly took plac e after the Confessor’s death .

86 The qu estion whether
a single manor represen ted one o r more original estates was also raised in the
case o f Thu rmaston this Hugh c laimed to hold as on e manor, bu t was c o n

tradicted by the witness o f the shire c ourt . The en try relating to Carl ton
Curlieu deserves notic e becau se o f what it does no t con tain , fo r o f the 1 1 %
carucates described in it, Hugh h ad already, eight years at leas t before the
time o f the su rvey

,
given a caru cate and a quarter to the famou s Norman

abbey o f St . Evrou l t, al though Domesday makes no record o f the gran t .
Of Hugh ’s u ndertenan ts only few can be iden t ified with person s occur

ring ou tside o u r record. Bu t a c lear in stance in poin t is Robert de Buc i, th e
firs t on the lis t, a prominen t tenan t in chief in Leic estershire itself, who held
o fHugh in Thu rlaston , Smeeton Westerby, and Twyford. In the Hugh who
was tenan t o f Shang ton and S ton ton Wyville we m ay safely recognize H ugh
de Widville , the founder o f a family in Leicestershire and No rtham pto nsh ire

We have exceptionally c0pio us information abou t his family and himself, owing to h is great benefactions
to St. Evrou l t, of which monastery Orderic the chron icl er was an inmate.

Ord. Vit. H ist. Eu ler. iv, 1 68 . See also below
,
p. 30 1 .

Professor Freeman believed that the ‘postea of Domesday was an indirect expression fo r the time of
King H arold. But the terminology of the survey in such a mat ter cannot be in terpreted so strictly as this

,

and the professor himself gave instances in which posted referred to the Conqueror’s reign . See No rm. Cong. v
,

App.

‘Notes of time in Domesday.’



which four c en tu ries after the Conqu eror
’s time gave a qu een to England in

the person o fElizabeth , wife o fEdward IV. The description o f the tenan t
o fGalby and Braun stone as the son o f Robert Bu rdet (misspelled Burdel in
the latter en try) is in teresting, fo r we know on the au thority o f the fou ndation
c harter o fMonk

’s Kirby Priory
”7 that Robert Burdet himselfwas alive in 1 07 7 ,

and it is probable that h is son was only a minor in 1 086 . Doubtless the
Hugh Ba rdet who held land in Welby , Rearsby , and Sysonby o f the Coun tess
Judith was a member o f the same family, and Hu gh de Gren tem aisnil

’

s tenan t
in Croft is en tered as

‘Robert ’s wife,
’ which is no teworthy, fo r land was

rarely suble t to females. Probably we m ay c onnec t the Ivo o f Cadeby ,
Evington , and Ashby de la Zou ch , if the same person is mean t in each case,
with the Ivo who is described as the knight o fH ugh de Grentem aisnil in the
Monk’s Kirby charter, bu t the rest o fHugh ’s tenan t s remain mere names .
Four o f them,

however
,
were probably men o f English birth , namely Ulf

o f Wil loughby Waterless
,

and Enderby Edwin o f Co tesbach Alwin

(fElfwine) , who held on e carucate in Glen ; and Suain the tenan t o f Syston .

The Leic estershire manors o f H enry de Ferrers fall geograph ical ly in to
two division s, the first lying in the neighbou rhood o f the Upper Wreak and

the Ru tland border, the second in the extreme west o f the coun ty, being
c onnec ted with H enry’s lands in Sou th Derbyshire . The lat ter distric t was
perhaps the very poorest part o f the c oun ty at the time o f H enry’s first
possession

,
and six manors from h is fief were selec ted by Professor Mait land

to il lu strate the difficu l ties presen ted by the Leic estershire ‘valu it. ’ Un til
qu ite rec en t ly Leicestershire and Derbyshire were c losely in termingl ed in this
quarter, and Lin ton , Stretton en le Field, D on isthorpe, Appleby, and Raven s
thorpe are su rveyed in part in each c oun ty . Bu t the chief in terest o f Henry
de Ferrers’s Leicestershire fieflies in the acc iden tal c ircumstanc e that we possess
slightly more information abou t h is undertenan t s here than is c ommonly the
c ase . H enry himself h ad founded some years before Domesday a priory at

h is seat o fTu tbu ry in Staffordsh ire , and h is son Robert de Ferrers , the first
earl o fDerby, in a charter c onfirming h is father’s foundation , spec ifies the
variou s gifts which the lat ter’s tenan ts h ad made to the same .88 In this way
we are enabled to iden tify the Robert who was the D omesday u ndertenan t o f
Henry at Bu rton Lazars with the R o bertu s Venator o f the charter

,
and to

distingu ish h im from the Robert FitzWidelin who held Over andNether Seal ,
Bo gth o rpe , and one carucate in Appleby. We m ay also recognize the Roger
de Livet who gave to the priory two-thirds o fh is demesn e tithes in Somerby
and Lit tle Dalby in the Roger who appears as the Domesday undertenan t
there and at Burrough , and it is qu ite possible that the Waz elinu s who held
Sm o ckingto n on the Warwickshire border was th e same as the ‘Vaso linu s

’ who
is represen ted in the c harter as possessed o f land at Chesterton and Harbu ry
in the lat ter cou n ty . The Leic estershire Su rvey proves the Nigel who was

the undertenan t at Lin ton to be iden tical with Nigel o f Stafford
,
who was

himselfa tenan t in chief in Sou th Derbyshire and the founder o f the family
o fGresley, which stil l con tinu es h is descen t in the male line . No o th er rec ord,
however, h as been preserved o f the two Englishmen who appear in the lis t
o fHenry ’s u ndertenan ts, namely Godric o f Houghton on the Hil l and Ardulf

o fO sgathorpe .
Mo n. Aug]. vn , 996 .

as Ibid. iii, 39 2 .
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hand, and was gran ted o u t again by h im to h is m in ister Richard Basse t
, a

member o f one o f the families which H enry raised from the du st ’ at th e
expen se o f the nobility o f the Conqu est . The completeness o f the tran sfer is
proved by a comparison o f th e Leic estershire Survey with the documen t s
relating to the Basset foundation o fLaunde Priory, Leic estersh ire ,“ and it wil l
be worked o u t in its own place . The fief h ad been held before the Conqu es t
by a number o f smal l bu t independen t people , all o f whom h ad been able
to ‘go (with their land) whither they wished,

’ with the exc ep tion o f on e
Seric , who held three caru cates in Ragdal e, bu t c ould no t depart with them .

’

The smal l estate o f Roger de Busli in Leic estersh ire was merely a frag
men t o f the great honour o f Blyth , and the succeeding fief o f Robert D is

pensato r cal l s fo r no special no tice here . The land o f Guy dc R einbudcu rt

is more in teresting. Guy held in demesne a manor o f eighteen caruc ates in
Thru ssington on the Wreak, and a number o f lands in the extreme sou th o f

the coun ty, at Starmore, M is terton , Hu sbands Bosworth , and Kilworth .

The lands in Kilworth , Hu sbands Bosworth , and S tarmore, h ad been held by
a c ertain Leuric , the pre-Conqu est owner o f Stanford on Avon ju st across th e
Northampton shire border, and are en tered in Domesday as belonging ’

to

S tanford. None o f them is described as c on taining any demesne , so that
we have here a c ase in which an estate forming an economic who le is cu t

by a coun ty boundary. Fu rther, we are told that the land in Starmore and

M isterton is held o f Guy de R einbudcurt by
‘Abbo t Benedic t,

’

and that h e
h ad bought from Guy 2 } caru cates o f land in Hu sbands Bosworth . Now
the abbo t in qu estion is Benedic t, the founder o f th e great religiou s h ou se o f
Selby

,
Yorkshire ,“ and th e hero o f one o f th e most roman tic o f modern

legends . On turning to the Selby records prin ted in D ugdale
’

s Mo nartz
'

con

we find a charter o fGuy de R einbudcurt h imself, in wh ich he states that, fo r
th e love o fG o d and the sou l o fh is lord King Wil liam ,

and fo r th e remission
o fh is sin s and those o f h is wife, son s , and all h is relatives, he h as given h is
vil l o f Stanford with all its appurtenanc es, inc luding, o f c ourse , th e Leicester
sh ire lands which we are con sidering, to Abbo t B enedic t and the chu rch o f

St . German o f Selby . Were it no t fo r th e evidenc e o f D omesday B ook we
shou ld never suspec t that this piou s formu la c overed a c ommonplace money
transac tion between the parties c onc erned and the fac t has a wider bearing
in its suggestion that the defin ite s tatemen ts o f legal documen ts o f th e period
requ ire carefu l scru tiny before we can be sure that we are possessed o f their
real mean ing .

‘7

The Leic estershire fief o fWil liam Peverel , like that o f Roger de Busli,
was merely an appendage o f a larger estate elsewhere . I t comprised part o f
the honour o fNo ttingham ,

one o f the typical escheats men tioned in Magna
Charta. Within twen ty years o f 1 086 the Clun iac priory o f Len ton (No t t
ingh am sh ire) h ad been fou nded on th e estate , and several o f Wil liam ’s
D omesday tenan ts can be iden tified as c on tribu ting to th e foundation . This
is not defin itely the case with regard to Leic estershire , bu t the Pagen wh o
held o fWil liam in Lubbesthorpe

,
and th e Sasfrid who was tenan t o fAshby

Magna, m ay reasonably be iden tified with the men o f the same name wh o

See Feud. Eng]. 2 1 2-1 3 , andMan. Avg]. vi, 1 88 .

See Freeman , Norman Congum , iv, App. The Foundation Legend of Selby Abbey.’
Mon. iii, 499 .

‘7 Compare also V.C.H . Nortbantf
,
i, 287 .
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h eld Basfo rd, No ttinghamsh ire ,‘8 between them . I t m ay al so be no ted that
the en try relating to Arnesby makes an addition to the popu lation o f the
borough o fLeic ester, fo r we are to ld that ‘in Leicester there is one burgess
who belongs to th is vil l ,

’ who nevertheless is no t inc luded in th e survey o f

the c ou n ty town .

‘The land o f Wil liam Buenvaslet,
’ which is en tered next, is perhaps

the smal lest estate anywhere described in Domesday u nder a separate rubrica
t ion . We are merely to ld that

,
Wil liam Buenvaslet ho lds two carucates o f

land in Raven stone . I t was and is waste .’ Wil liam Love th
,
whose fief is

described at the head o f the n ext folio o f th e su rvey
,
on ly held land to

th e valu e o f 5 05 . in Leicestershire . In the margin o f the MS . again st the
en try o f h is fief there is placed the no te Sto falde ii i

,
p ’

,
1
,
v’

,
W .

’ Taken
by itself th is is qu ite u nin tel ligible, bu t in th e No rth ants Domesday Wil liam
L oveth is assigned the third part o f a waste virgate in Stotfo ld (now part
o f Ro thwel l) hu ndred, a sum which exac tly an swers to the c on trac ted
s tatemen t c on tained in the presen t no te. As William Loveth held
land in Theddingworth in Leic estershire adj oining Sto tfo ld hu ndred

,
it

is probable that h is smal l ho lding in Northan ts was situated immediately
to th e sou th o f the Welland opposite this poin t . Geoffrey Alselin

,
who

fol lows in the rec ord, is a person o f more importanc e . In Leicestershire ,
as elsewhere, he h ad su cc eeded to the estates o f the powerfu l English
thegn Tochi the son o f Ou ti, whose ho lding in o u r c oun ty h ad been
smal l bu t singu larly c ompac t . I t c on sisted o f land in th e adj oin ing vil l s
o f Hal laton , Goadby, Keyth o rpe , B il lesdon , and Ro l leston

, and so far
as o u r evidenc e goes

,
th e possession o f each o f these vil l s h ad passed in its

e n tirety from Tochi to Geoffrey . Manor and vil l so rarely c oinc ide in th e
Danelaw that the presen t in stanc e is worth rec ording

,
espec ial ly in view

o f th e fac t that Tochi h ad exerc ised rights o f sac and so c over the
en tire estate .

Geoffrey de Wirce , whose lands are en tered in succ ession to those o f

Geoffrey Alselin , held one o f th e largest estates in the c ou n ty . H is lands
were main ly situated in the north—eastern wapen take o f Fram land

,
and were

to a large exten t dependen t upon th e great manor o f Melton M owbray
,

whose tithes he h ad already bestowed upon h is rec en t foundation o f Monks
Kirby Priory in Warwicksh ire . The desc ription o f the fiefpresen ts c ertain
diffic ulties which canno t who l ly be explained at presen t, o f wh ich perhaps
the most formidable relates to the assessmen t o f Melton Mowbray itself.
Th is in stanc e h as already been men tioned fo r its bearing upon the qu estion
o f th e Leicestershire hides

, bu t the who l e passage deserves quo tation . We
are to ld that Geoffrey holds Mel ton . There are 7 hides and 1 carucate o f
land and 1 bovate . In eac h hide there are 1 4i c arucates o f land. In
demesne there are 4. plou ghs and 4. serfs and 20 vil lein s with 2 priests
and 1 4. bordars who have 63 ploughs .

’ Now we have seen enough to
know that a Leicestershire manor wil l normal ly be rated heavily in pro
portion both to its agricu l tural c ondition and to its repu ted valu e

, bu t

an assessmen t o f 1 02 5 carucates on an estate o f this size wou ld represen t
a burden o f taxation absurdly o u t o f all possible relation to agrarian fac t

,

and the Leic estershire Survey assign s t he modest sum o f 1 5 caru cates to
V.C.H . Notts. i, 2 70.
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Melton Mowbray. I t is c lear that these 1 02 caru cates mu st have been
distribu ted over an area mu ch wider than that o f any single manor, bu t
it is very difficu l t to discover to what they were real ly in tended to refer.

I t wil l , perhaps , be safer here to attemp t no gu esses on th e subj ec t, bu t
merely to remark that th e doubtful attribu tion o f this large number o f

carucates shou ld be taken in to accoun t in any statistical study o f the Leic ester
shire Domesday .

At first sight the Leicestersh ire fief o f Geoffrey de Wirce appears to
have been composed o f the estates o f a number o f unconnec ted E nglish
men

,
bu t it is real ly probable that h ere, as in o ther coun ties, he h ad

original ly been given the land o f a singl e native landowner, the Leofric
son o f Le o fwine who had possessed Melton Mowbray and its depen
dencies. We are no t given the name o f the former own er o f Geoffrey ’s
manors in the sou th o f th e c ou n ty, bu t it is noteworthy that he is said
to have rec eived h is land in Stoney Stan ton , East Norton , New ton Burdet,
Litt l e Dalby, and Withco te, from King Wil liam ‘in exchange fo r th e
vil l which is cal led Thurcas ton .

’ Thurcaston is du ly surveyed under
Hugh de Grentem aisnil

’

s fief, and its former owner is given as
‘Lewin ,

’

whom we m ay reasonably iden tify with the father o f the Leofric who h ad
held Melton Mowbray , and we m ay also assume that Thu rcaston h ad
original ly been given to Geoffrey with the o ther possession s o f the van ished
Engl ish family . We do no t know why King Wil liam shou ld have in ter
ested himself to make the exchange in qu estion , no r why he should have
bestowed Thu rcaston upon Hugh de Grentem aisnil, bu t the lat ter gran t mu st
have been made before 1 08 1 , fo r the church o f Thu rcaston is included
among the gifts o fHugh de Grentem aisn il

, which the Conqu eror c onfirmed
to the abbey o f St . Evrou l t in a charter o f that year .

50 As Geoffrey is known
to have married an English wife‘1 it is very probable that th e bu lk o f h is

lands came to h im through inheritanc e rather than by the dispossession o f

their native owner, who mu st , however, have disappeared before 1 07 7 when
Geoffrey endowed M onks Kirby Priory o u t o f lands in Leic estershire . In
the foundation c harter o f th e latter hou se there occur several names which
we m ay confiden tly assume to be those o f Geoffrey ’s undertenan ts rec orded
in one portion o f the su rvey

, bu t u nfortunate ly they are no t described with
suffic ien t precision fo r u s to locate them accu rately among Geoffrey ’ s Leices
tersh ire manors . We m ay, however, be reasonably c ertain that the m an wh o

bears th e somewhat u nu sual name o f Bu teru s in th e charter is th e same as
the tenan t o f that name who held the importan t manor o f Pickwell in
Domesday.

The estates which are described upon th e su cc eeding fo lio o f o ur survey
fo r the most part represen t mere frac tion s o f larger possession s ou tside the
c ou n ty, and do no t c all fo r Special no tice here . These smal l ho ldings are,
however, immediately followed by ano ther estate o f great importance, ‘the
land o f the Coun tess Judith .

’ This lady was the daughter o fCou n t Enguer
rand o fPon thieu and Adeliza the Conqu eror’s sister

,
and she h ad married the

u nfortunate EarlWalth eo f
, to whom a con siderable part o fh er Leicestersh ire

Allowing 1 5 caru cates to Mel ton Mowbray, the total assessmen t o f Geoffrey’s land in Fram land
wapen take amoun ts to l 1 5g carucates.

Ord. Vit. Hirt. Effler. (So c . de l’H ist. de France), iii, 1 9 .

5‘V.C.H . Warwick, i, 27 5 .
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qu est owner a m an who did no t en ter in to possession u n til after the Confessor’s
death .

Moreover, a manor o f the type o f Barrow on Soar, with its great
exten t o fdependen t so keland, wou ld be more likely to be fou nd in the hands
o f an earl than in those o f a private subj ec t , and it is no t improbable that
Barrow h ad been a residenc e o f the early kings o f Mercia. Unfortunately
the description o f Earl Hugh ’s land bears marks o f having been writ ten in
extreme haste, and we are left in dou bt abou t so importan t a poin t as the
valu e o f the several manors o fwh ich it was c omposed. Apart from Barrow
on Soar the most in teresting o f th ese last is Loughborough , which h ad been
held freely by five thegn s before the Conqu es t

,
and h ad been sublet by Earl

Hugh to as many o f h is kn ights, on e o f whom bore the English name o f

Godric . Among the earl ’s tenan ts el sewhere there appears no less a person
than Roger de Bu sli, the lo rd o f Blyth , bu t the passage in the manu script
which desc ribes the holding is so corrupt that it is impossible to discover
the vil l in which it lay.

M r. Rou nd at taches some importance to the position o f Earl Hugh ’s
fief as il lu strating the con stru c tion o f Domesday . I t is en tered in its righ t
plac e in the list o f fiefs at the commenc emen t , but th e scribe forgo t it when
its tu rn c ame

,
and thu s made Hugh de Grentem esn il ‘x1 1 1 .

’ Thenceforth
,

the numbers do no t correspond til l we c ome to the fief o f Roger de Rusli,
who is ‘xv 1 1 1 ,

’ both in the heading and in the text , bu t this is becau se,
c onversely, the heading omits bu t the scribe in serts the fief o f Robert de
Bu ci, wh ich prec edes Roger

’ s . The numbers remain even down to
and then the fief o f‘Earl Hugh ’

h as to be en tered a second time in the
margin o f the heading, so that the scribe m ay in sert it on the last fo lio, and
thu s repair h is omission . But even th is was no t all. H e appears to have
detec ted a final omission due to the prac tic e fo r this coun ty o f en tering th e
lands o f a baron ’s tenan ts together after those which he held in demesne .
The lands o f the coun t o f Meulan

’

s tenan ts h ad thu s been overlooked, and
were now en tered as

‘
xu m

’

in the second c olumn o f the folio . Lastly
,

on the same fo lio, at the foo t o f the first c o lumn , there is crammed in the
duplicate en try “ o f the lands o f Robert the doorward which
h ad already been en tered in their right plac e .

From a con sideration o f the Norman tenan t s in chief in a c oun ty there
is a natu ral tran sition to the relation between t he social order whi ch pre



Earl Wa ltbeof
Valuit Valet

1 3 2 8

EarlMo rcar Earl H a ro ld

Crox ton Kerrial 1 0 0 o 1 7 0 o Barrow-o u-Soar
Ne th er Brou ghton 3 o o 8 0 0 Theddin gworth Value no t given
Saltby 9 o o 1 0 o 0 Kegworth

To this table shou ld
,
no doub t

,
be added the land o f the Coun tesses

Alveva and Godeva
,
and if we inc lude in o u r lis t the possession s o f King

Edward and h is wife we shal l find that at least one-quarter o f th e vil ls o f

Leic estershire h ad stood in some definite relation , tenurial o r ju st ic iary, to
men o f the highest position in th e land. But Leic estershire is also dis
tingu ish ed from No ttingham sh ire and Derbysh ire by the large estate s which
h ad been held by Englishmen below the dign ity o f earl . We have already
no tic ed the number o f in stanc es in which a Norman tenan t in ch ief h as
en tered in to possession o f the undivided lands o f a sing l e Englishman

, and

the estates o f su ch men as Ailric the son o f Meriet
,
Leofric o f Melton

Mowbray, and Harding, Earl Aubrey ’s predec essor, all tend to min imize
the distinc tion between the tenu rial c ondition o f the coun ty as it existed
in 1 066 and 1 086 . Bu t fo r all this Leic estersh ire was far from being a fu l ly
m an o rializ ed coun ty even at the lat ter date . Some 2 7 5 vil ls are represen ted
in the coun ty survey

,
and at least seven ty per c en t . o f them are described

u nder two o r more distinc t headings. So far as we c an tel l, no steps h ad as

yet been taken towards bringing su c h great territorial aggregation s as the
sokes o fRo thley, Melton Mowbray , and Great B owden under the manorial
organization with its distinc tion between demesne and vil lein land and its

regu lated system o f labou r service
,
al though the earl o f Chester wou ld seem

to have begu n the proc ess on t he so keland belonging to h is great manor o f

Barrow on Soar, where Domesday accoun t s fo r 7 3; ploughs as existing ‘z
'

n

Moreover 45 per c en t . o f the c oun ty popu lation c on sisted o f

sokemen
,
and the sokeman , whatever h is origin , represen ted a type o f

relation ship between lord and m an qu ite o ther than that which the Norman s
were trying to express in the universal exten sion o f the manorial formu la.

On the who le the Leic estershire sokemen seem to have been very u niform ly
2 99
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Oadby
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W illou ghby Wat erless 5 4 o
Froleswort h
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to the position o f these c lasses in the manorial economy we m ay assume that
the sokeman as a general ru le was wealthier than the vil lein ,” and there is
evidenc e to suggest that h is services were less onerou s, and that he wou ld
c ommon ly owe an annual money paymen t to h is lord. The c o -existenc e o f

vil lein s and sokemen on royal so keland, which to all seeming h ad n ever known
any lord but the king, suggests that the main distinc tion between these c lasses
was one o f relative wealth , fo r so far as o ur evidenc e goes n either c lass can
on th is land have been to any exten t implicated in th e manorial sys tem before
the Conqu est . N o r is there any reason to suppose that the wergild o f th e
sokeman was fixed at a higher rate than that which applied to members
o f the villein c lass.

I t is more probable that the qu estion o f wer and wite en ters in to the
distinc tion marked in Domesday between the sokemen and the lz

'

é erz
'

bom z
'

fl er,

who appear in o u r c oun ty at Stoney Stan ton , Hal laton
,
Gumley

,
Foston

,
and

Theddingworth , to the number o f nine in all. I t h as recen tly been
suggested that these freemen were possessed o f the wergild o f shil lings “7
as again st the wergild o f200 sh il lings wh ich was assigned alike 'to vil lein s
and sokemen . This suggestion wou ld enable us to equate the lfaar bom o
o fDomesday Book with the thegn o f Anglo— Saxon law , and wou ld to that
exten t tend to narrow the c l eavage between th e Old English and the Anglo
Norman soc ial order. On th e o ther hand it is worth no ting that the
Leicestersh ire Domesday c on tain s no men tion o f the c lass o f cem arzz o r

ren t—paying tenan ts
,
wh ich appears here and there in the surveys o f

N o ttingh am sh ire and Derbyshire
,
so that we canno t be qu ite c ertain that o u r

155m bomz
'

fler are no t simply men who were c on sidered more free than the
sokemen around them in virtu e o fho lding their land at a mon ey ren t with
o u t the base assoc iation s implied in labou r servic e . 5 8 A l so it wou ld be very
un safe to assume that members o f this c lass were c onfined in Leic estershire
to the six manors in regard to which the Domesday scribes have taken
c ogn izanc e o f them .

From the Med bom z
’

aer we m ay pass to the o ther end o f the soc ial scal e
the sem i o r men who were personal ly u nfree . Leic estershire is th e o ne coun ty
o f the Danelaw in regard to which members o f th e servile c lass appear to be
c onsisten tly enumerated in Domesday, and in this c ou n ty they amoun t to

“6 Professor Vin ogrado ffregards the distinction between sokemen and villani in Domesday as the result
of Norman ideas acting on the undifferen tiated mass of the Old English peasan try ; TIM Gramta of to :
Manor

, 341 .

’7 I bid . 342 .
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are assigned to variou s manors o fh is scat tered over the c oun ty. Mr. Round
c onsiders that Orderic

’

s description is somewhat misleading, as D omesday
show s us the Grentem aisnil share as o u t o fall proportion to the o thers . Apart
from the hou ses held in c ommon by Hugh and t he king, th e former held at

least 1 80 in addition to 3 7 bu rgesses (with hou ses) , as again st th e king
’s 45 ,

the coun tess’s 2 8 , and the bishop
’s 1 7 burgesses .

’

And h is right to the th ird
penny o f the min t implies that he held a privileged position . Exc luding
the represen tatives o f the four lords men tioned by Orderic the on lyLeic ester
shire tenan ts in chief possessing a stake in the c oun ty-town were Robert de
Vec i, who held nine hou ses with sac and so c

,
o fwhich six were appu rt enan t

to New ton Burdet and three to Kibworth Harc ou rt ; G eoffrey de Wirce ,
with one hou se belonging to Dalby and ano ther belonging to Pickwell and

H enry de Ferrers and Robert D ispen sator, who on ly possessed one bu rgess
between them . On the other hand Qu een Edith ’s lands in Sadding ton ,
Shepshed

,
and Thorpe Acre were c onn ec ted with six hou ses in the c ou n ty

town .

The at tribu tion o f u rban hou ses to ru ral manors, which h as ju st been
men tioned, is noteworthy becau se o f its bearing on what has been cal led the
garrison theory o f the borough . Acc ording to this theory every normal
borough h ad original ly been a plac e o f defenc e fo r the c oun ty in which it
was situ ated, and it is further assumed that t he bu rden o f manning these
strong places, and o fkeeping them in repair, was laid upon the landowners o f
the shire . In the discharge o f this du ty the theory goes on to assert that each
landowner was requ ired to keep up in h is coun ty-town a number o f hou ses,
inhabited by men-at-arms, roughly proportional to th e amoun t o f land which
he held in the shire

,
and that each hou se was c on sidered as fu lfi l ling this

obligation with regard to some particu lar portion o f h is rural estate . Thu s
,

when in the description o f Leic ester we read that Hugh de Grentem aisnil

h as nine hou ses in the borough wh ich belong to S tockerston , we are by this
theory requ ired to understand that Hugh de Grentem aisnil and h is predecessor
Earl Ralf o fH ereford, in virtu e o f their possession o f this importan t vil l , have
been expec ted to maintain a definite number o f men-at-arm s in the coun ty
town , and that the hou ses which they occupiedwere con sidered as appurtenan t
to the manor which they represen ted. This theory h as the merit o f c o

ordinating the aura-bo t o fAnglo-Saxon law with the tenurial heterogeneity
displayed by the cou n ty boroughs in Domesday B ook

, but the obj ec tion s to
it are seriou s . In th e first plac e it is only in regard to a small number o f
c ou n ty town s that this definite connexion o fu rban and rural tenure is revealed
bvD o m esdav. L e ic e ste r itse lf in fin e m m k n m n n k “ M at. .. s: u r . . i i 3 _ 1



There is every reason to suppose that bo th Anglo-Saxon thegn s and

Anglo-Norman lords were sen sible o f the profit which wou ld accru e to them
selves if their men were to obtain the freedom o f the borough market

,
and that

the connexion here and there, as at Leicester, manifested between town and

c oun try property in Domesday h as its origin rather in a desire fo r commerc ial
advan tage than in any ru le o f public law . In this c onnexion it is very
signific an t that th e borough was th e seat o f the coun ty min t , and was

,
there

fore, th e ,
centre o f monetary exchange fo r the distric t no r shou ld we forget

that in days when the coun ty town was periodical ly thronged with visitors to
th e shire c ourt

,
to which all freemen in theory owed suit and servic e , it was

no smal l advan tage to a lord to possess hou ses at which he him self and the
men from the variou s manors o f h is fief might rec eive en tertainmen t during
the session s o f the assembly .

"3

In King Edward’s time
,
however, Leicester h ad been burdened w ith a

definite if smal l amoun t o f military servic e ; it was bound to supply twelve
burgesses to serve with the king ifhe led an army by land, and it wou ld send
four horses to London fo r tran sport work if the expedition were by sea.

Before the Conqu est the borough— o r
,
as it is desc ribed in D omesday

,
the

c ity — h ad made the king an annual paymen t o f[ I3 0,
acc ording to the excep

tio nal scale o f 20 pennies to th e o ra o r silver ou nc e , and 1 5 sestars o f honey .

King William derived a revenu e o f£42 1 01 . by weigh t ‘from all the renders
o f the c ity and sh ire ,

’

a phrase which leaves it an open qu estion whether the
3 0 from Leicester itselfh ad been increased o r no t . Qu ite apart from the
farm ’

o f the c ity came th e A
”

20 which was rendered from the min t
,
one

third o f wh ich was in the hands o fHugh de Grentem aisnil
,
and, in addition

to this
,
the king rec eived from Leic ester town and coun ty 2 0 shil lings fo r a

sumpter h orse, and the enormou s sum o fj: 1 0 fo r a hawk, figures wh ich repeat
themselves in the description o f the neighbou ring coun ty o fNorthampton .

“

With regard to th e borough lands o f Leic ester we on ly read inc iden tal ly
o f land in ,

o r belonging to , th e borough held by the bishop o f L inco ln
and the Coun tess Judith bu t we need no t doubt that in addition to
being a c en tre o f trade at the poin t where the Foss Way c rossed the main
road from London to the Tren t Val ley, Leic ester was also an agricu l tural
c ommun ity like its fel lows o f No ttingham and Derby . I t is an un

fortunate c ircumstanc e that Domesday makes no definite s tatemen t as to
the assessmen t o f Leicester to the geld, a burden which is general ly sharply

“The ‘Garrison Theory ’ of the borough was enunciated by Professor Maitland in D om. Bk. and

Beyond, se ction ‘The Boroughs,’ and was worked o ut in some detail by Mr. A. Ballard in his book on
Tbs Do o msday Bo rough . The commercial side of the qu estion was expressed by Miss Bateson in a review of
the latter work, Ergf. H ist. Rev. xx, 143— 5 6 .

Compare the du ty of bospitium, not infrequen tly found at this time in a burghal connexion .
V.C.H . Nortbamptoa, i, 2 74, ll

’
arwick, i, 2 7 1 , andWo rcestzr, i, 242 .

3 03



A HISTORY OF LEICESTERSHIRE

distingu ished from the annual farm o f a borou gh , fo r the several borou ghs
o f the Danelaw varied greatly in this respec t . Stamford, to the east o f

Leicester, paid geld on 1 5 0 caru cates No t tingham , to the
.

north , paid geld
on ly on six,

which last sum probably represen ts the geldab i l i ty o f the arable
lands belonging to the borough .

“ In view o f the heavy assessmen t o f
Leicestershire , as a who le, we migh t expec t its c oun ty-town to have a pro

po rtio nate
fiscal bu rden , and the absenc e o f any statemen t in D omesday

.

to
this effec t is ano ther o f the statistical anomal 1 es presen ted by th i s port i on
o f the great survey .

The geographical position o f the town o f Leic ester deserves no tic e here
fo r its bearing on those anc ien t division s o f th e shire, the wapen takes . In
1 086 the c oun ty was divided in to th e four wapen takes o f Gu th laxto n

,

Go sec o te , Gartree , and Fram land, and Leicester is situated at the very poin t
where the boundaries o f the first three division s c oincide. I t is clear, then ,
that their ou tlines were original ly drawn with referenc e to the borough
wh ich lay in the c en tre o f the cou n ty , and the fac t il lu strates th e artificiality
o f the local organization o f th e Danelaw . With the aid o f the Leic estershire
Su rvey it can be proved that the boundaries o f t he Leic estersh ire wapen takes
have u ndergone no material change sinc e 1 086 , excep t that in 1 346 G o seco te

wapen take was split in to the two divisions o f East and West G o sec o te , th e
Soar being taken as the line o fdelimitation , and a new wapen take o f Sparken
hoe was c reated o u t o f so much o fGuth laxto n wapen take as lay between th e
Foss Way and the sou thern border o fGo sec o te . In bo th these cases the n ew
boundaries , like the o ld ones, met, and still meet , in Leic ester borou gh . In
th is cou n ty the Domesday scribes, in describing each tenan t’s land, have
general ly adhered to a con sisten t sequ enc e in dealing with the several wapen

takes in which it m ay have lain , fo l lowing th e order Guth laxto n ,
Gartree,

Go sec o te , Fram land. There is always a possibility that the sequ enc e in
wh ich these local division s are en tered in the su rvey m ay reproduc e the order
fo l lowed by the Domesday c ommissioners in their progress across th e c ou n ty.

Th is su ggestion wou ld agree wel l enough in the case o f Leic estershire, bu t
it wou ld no t be wel l to lay mu ch stress upon it, fo r in the survey o f

the adjoin ing c oun ty o f Not tingham th e disposition o f the wapen takes is
absolu tely prohibitive o f any theory o f th e kind.

In conc lu sion , in view o f the statistical difficu l ties presen ted by the
sec tion o fDomesday Book with which we are dealing, it m ay be wel l to give
below in tabu lar form the resu l t o f an analysis o f the c oun ty su rvey. A

double figure is given fo r the valu e o f the shire
,
becau se in regard to mu ch o f

the king’s land we are no t given any valuit, so that it m ay be well to leave
the term regis en tirely o u t o f comparison . The 1 7fi hides wh ich appear in
th e table represen t merely an addition o f all the instanc es o f t his u nit which
occur in the c ou n ty su rvey apart from any c onnexion o f the term with the
carucates o frating. The to tal assessmen t o f the sh ire wil l stand at o r

at carucates, ac cording as we assume the hide to have c on sisted o f 1 2 o r

o f 1 8 caru cates, the lat ter appearing to be the more probable . At the lowest
estimate the assessmen t o f Leic estershire is in s triking c on trast with the
600 and 5 6 7 carucates laid upon the neighbouring coun ties o f Derby and

Not tingham respec tively.

V.C.H . No tts. i, 2 3 6.
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LEDECESTR ESCIRE

fol. 2 30.

In K ING Enwaan’s Tums THE C ITY o r

LEDECESTR E [Leicester] rendered yearly to t h e
kin g 3 0 pou nds by tale (ad numerum ) of 20 to
t he ou n ce (o ra) and 1 5 sestars (sextartii) of hon ey .
When t h e kin g wen t w ith h is army by land

1 2 bu rgesses w en t wit h h im from t h is borou gh .
If
,
h owever

,
h e wen t against an en emy by sea

they sen t h im 4 horses from t h e sam e borou gh
to London to carry weapons o r o th er t hings o f
wh ich there m igh t be n eed.

Kin g William now has 42 pou nds 1 0 sh il
lings by we igh t fo r all t he ren ts (redditibus) of
th e sam e city and sh ire . F o r a hawk, 1 0 pou nds
by tale . Fo r a sumpter horse 20 sh illings . From
th e mon eyers 20 pou nds yearly of 20 to t h e
ou n ce (o ra ). Of t hese 20 pou nds Hu gh de
Grentem aisn il has t h e th ird pen ny .
The king has in LEDECESTRE [Leic ester]

3 9 houses.
The archb ishop of York

,
2 houses w it h sac

and so c
,
belo ngingto Cherlin to ne [Tu t Lan g ton] .

Earl Hu gh (of Chester), 1 0 houses
,
wh ich

pertain to Barh o u [Barrow] and 6 houses per
tain in g to Cachewo rde [Kegworth] and 1 house
pertain in g to L o c tebu rne [Lou ghborou gh] .
The abbey of Co ventreu [Coven try] has 1 0

houses.

The abbey of Cru iland [Crowland] h as

3 houses. Of all th ese th e kin g has h is geld

Hugh de Grentem aisn il has 1 1 0 houses and

2 chu rches.
Besides th ese he has 24 houses in c ommon
w it h th e kin g in th e sam e borou gh .
Besides th ese th e sam e Hugh has in Leic ester

24 burgesses pertain in g to Hanstigie [Anstey] and
1 3 burgesses pertain in g to Siglesbie [Sileby] and 3
houses pertain in g to Inwaresbie [Ingarsby] and 1 0
houses pertain ing to Merdegrave [Belgrave] and
4housespertain in g toBro hto ne [Brou gh tonAstley]
and 9 houses pertain in g to Sto to ne [Stockerston]
and 4 houses pertain in g toWich ingesto ne [Wig
s ton] and 7 houses pertain in g to Andretesbie

[Enderby] and 3 hou ses pertain ing to Scelto ne
[Earl Shilton] and 1 0 housespertain in g toBurstelle
[Birstall] and 2 houses pertain in g to Burto ne
[Burton Overy] and 1 hou se pertain in g to
Brunestanesto rp [Bru n t ingt horpe] and 2 houses
pertain in g to D iresfo rd [D esford] and 3 houses
pertain in g to Legharn wh ic h h e

HERE ARE ENTERED
THE HOLDERS OF LANDS
IN LEDECESTRESCIRE

i Kw o W ILL IAM
ii The archbishop o fYork
iii The bishop of Linc oln
iiii The bishop of Cou tanc es
v The abbey o fPe terborough

‘From this family was descended Elizabeth Wyd
ville, th e qu een of Edw. IV. H ugh de W.dville

’

also held 2 houses in Northampton.
In Northamptonshire, in which coun ty H ugh cle

Grentem aisn il held 3 ] hides atWeeden Beck‘in ex
change fo r Wadford .”
These were manors of Queen Edith, now in the

king’s hand .
3 06

bou gh t of Osbern
,
and 1 h ouse pertain in g to

L et ton e [Thurlaston] and 1 house pertain in g to
Tu rch itelesto n e [Thurcaston] .
In t h e sam e borough th e sam e Hu gh has

2 c hu rches, and 2 houses, and 2 wast e h ouses.
Hugh de Witvile 1 holds 5 houses of th e

sam e Hu gh w it h sac and so c . These belon g
to th e exchan ge (sunt do muta tio ne) fo rWadford
[Wa tford] ?
R obert de Veci has 6 hou ses with sac and

so c pertain ing to Niw eto ne [N ew ton Harcourt]
and 3 o th ers w it h sac and so c pertain in g to
Ch ibo rne [Kibwort h Harcou rt] .
Geoffrey de W irce (has) 1 ho use pertain ing
to D albi [Lit tle Dalby] and ano th er pertain in g
to Pichewell [Pickwell] .
In Leic est er are 4 houses pertain in g to Seepe

hefde [Shepshed] and 1 pertain ing to Sadin to n e
[Saddin g ton] and 1 pertain ing to Torp [Thorpe
Ac re] .

a

In t h e sam e borou gh H enry dc Fere ires and

R obert D ispensator hav e 1 burgess.

The Cou n tess Judit h has 2 8 houses in th e
sam e borou gh and 5 sh illin gs and 4 pen c e from
t h e half of t h e m ill. W ithou t th e borou gh she
h as 6 carucat es of land belongingto th e borou gh ,
and has t h ere 1 plou gh and h er m en (have)
3 plou ghs. There (are ) 7 acres of m eadow.

Wood(1and) 6 furlongs in leng t h and 3 furlon gs
in breadth . The whole is worth 40 sh illin gs .

The wood(land) of th e whole sheriffdom
called Hsaaswo m z is 4 leagu es in
len g th and 1 leagu e in breadth .
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In T I LBTONE [Tilton] , 2 caru cat es of land
and4 acres of meadow and 5 acres of wood (land).
In OSFER DEBI E [Asfordby] , 1 2 caru ca tes of
land and 2 m ills renderin g (do ) 8 sh illings and

20 acres of meadow .

In CA IHAM [Keyham] , 4 carucates of land'

and 8 acres of m eadow.

In Wo a
'
r no nanus [Wartnaby] , 6 carucat es of

land and 1 0 a cres of m eadow .

In TUI UORDE [Twy ford] , 45 caru cates of land
and 8 acres of m eadow.

In SUMERLIDEBIB [Som erby] , IQcaru cates o f

land and 6 acres of m eadow.

I n FR I SEBIE [Frisby] , 8 carucat es of land and
4 acres of meadow and 2 sh illings from t h e
( third) part of t he m ill .
In SAXBLBIE [Saxelby] , 1 caru ca te of land and

5 acres o fm eadow .

In GR IMESTONE [Grim ston] , 3 carucates of
land less 1 5 bovates.

In BADEGRAVB [Baggrave] , 6 caru ca tes of
land

,
less 3 bovates, and 1 0 acres of m eadow.

In GADESBIB [Gaddesby] , 8 carucates of land
and 3 bovates and 1 2 acres of m eadow .

In these t here are 204 so chm en wit h 1 5 7 vil
le ins and 94 bordars hav in g 82 plou ghs, and it
renders altogeth er 3 1 pou nds and 8 shillin gs and

I pen ny .

The kin g holds BUGEDONE [Great Bowden] .
Kin g Edward held it. There are 93 caru cat es
of land. In demesn e are 2 plou ghs ; and 1 3
so chm en w it h 8 v illeins and 1 6 bordars hav e
1 3 5 plou ghs, and render 30 sh illings yearly .
There (are ) 7 ac res of meadow . The demesn e
(dom inicum) is wort h 40 sh illin gs yearly .
In MEDBURNE [Medbourn e] t here are 2 caru

ca tes of land and 6% acres of m eadow .

In CRAVEHO [Cranoe] , 1 caru cate of land.

In SANTONP. [Shan gton] , 2 caru cates of land.

In CAR LETONB [Carlton Curlieu] , 6 bovates of
land.

In NELVESTONB [Illston] , 2 bovates of land.

In GALBI [Galby] , 1 % caru cates of land and

4 acres of m eadow .

In NORTONB [Kin g’s Norton] , 3 caru cat es of
land and 5 acres of m eadow .

In STRATONE [Stre t ton] , 9 carucates of land
and 1 0 acres of m eadow .

In SMITONE [Smeeton], 1 carucat e of land and

2 bovat es.
In Fo xasr o mz [Fox ton] , 2 caru cates of land

and 5 acres of m eadow.

In t hese t here are 60 so chm en w ith 2 v illeins
and 1 6 bordars hav in g 1 3 plou ghs, and it renders
1 5 0 sh illin gs and 1 8 penc e.
The kin g has th e so c of 2 caru cates in

BLAVBSTONB [Blaston] , and it belon gs to BIGE
DONE [Great R obert de To deni

Blank in MS.

H e also held 2 caruca tes in Blaston wh ich be
longed to Medbo urne. See below

,
p. 3 2 1 .

holds this land. Th is so c (land)° is worth 1 1

sh illings and a halfpen n y .

Hum frey th e Cham berlain holds at ren t
(firmam) 2 caru ca t es of th e kin g’s so c (land) in
ABEGRAVE [Priestgrave] , and has t here 1 plou gh
w it h 4 v illeins and 2 bordars who have 1 plou gh .
There (are) 6 acres o f m eadow. It was worth
1 2 penc e, now (it is wort h) 20 shillings.

IN GERBTREU [Grumm an] WAPENTAKE
The kin g holds SETINTONE [Saddin gton] .
There is 1 hide

,
less 1 carucate . In dem esn e

is 1 plou gh
,

and (t here are) 1 1 so chm en and

1 7 v illeins with 5 bordars who hav e 8 plou ghs.
There (is) a m ill rendering (do ) 2 sh illings, and
1 0 acres of m eadow . It was wort h 4 pou nds,
now (it is worth) 9 pou nds.

InWETBERGE [Whatborou gh] th ere are 3 caru
ca tes of land. In dem esn e t here is Qa plou gh,
and 3 v illeins w it h I so chm an and I I bordars
have 4 plou ghs. Meadow 1 fu rlon g in len g t h
and 1 in breadth . Wood(land) 5 furlon gs in

len g t h and 3 furlongs in breadt h . I t was wort h
1 0 sh illin gs

,
n ow (it is worth) 40 sh illings.

To Wetberga belon gs I } carucates of land in
Burgo [Bu rrou gh-o u-t he-Hill] , and t here is 1

plou gh w it h 1 v illein .

In TOR? [Thorpe Acre] t here are 5 carucates
of land. There 1 6 villeins w it h 3 so chm en and

8 bordars hav e 6 plou ghs. There (are) 30 acres
of m eadow . I t was worth 3 pou nds, now (it is
worth) 7 pou nds.

In D ISLEA [D ishley] th ere is 1 h ide . There
1 6 v ille ins and 1 6 so chm en wit h I bordar have
8 plou ghs. There 2 m ills render 5 shillin gs, and
(th ere are) 1 0 acres of m eadow. Wood(land)
4 fu rlon gs in lengt h and th e sam e in breadth . I t
was wast e

,
n ow it is worth 40 shillin gs.

Edit h t h e qu een 1 1 held t hese lands. Now
Godw in holds t hem of t h e kin g at ren t. D ishley,
however

,
h e holds o f th e kin g in fee .

The sam e Godwin holds of th e king in fee
2 % h ides and 4 caru cates of land in SCBPBSHEFDE

Osgo t h eld it wit h sac and so c .

In dem esn e h e has 2 plou ghs and 2 serfs, and
3 0 v illeins wit h 1 2 bordars have 1 5 plou ghs, and
20 so chm en w it h 2 kn ights and 6 v illeins and

4 bordars hav e 2 1 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill
rendering 5 sh illin gs and 5 0 acres of m eadow .

Wood(land) 1 leagu e in length and 4 furlon gs in

The words‘soca ista ’
are in terlined .

Appears below, p . 3 3 1 , holding land in Great
Dal by and Barsby as a tenan t in chief.
Widow of Edward the Confessor. She died in

1 07 5 .

Including Lockington, H emington, and part of
Whatton .
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-6 bordars hav e 6 plou ghs
,
and th ere (is) wood(land)

1 fu rlon g in length and i a furlon g in breadth .
I t is worth 20 sh illin gs. The kin g has it in
dem esn e .

IN GUTLACI STAN [GUTHLAXTON] WAPENTAKE
The kin g holds BIG

_
HESBIE [Bit t esby] . Lewin

held it in Kin g Edward’s t im e . There are

5 caru cat es of land. (There is) land fo r 4 plou ghs.
In dem esn e t h ere is 1 plou gh

,
and 1 0 v illeins

w it h 4 bordars hav e 2 plou ghs. There (are)
20 acres o fm eadow. It was worth 3 0 shillin gs

,

n ow (it is worth) 40 sh illin gs.

I I . THE LAND OF THE ARCHBISHOP

OF YORK
IN GERETR EU [GARTR EE] WAPEN

’

I
‘
AKE

THE AR CHBI SHOP OF YOR K holds TERLIN
’

I
‘
ONE

[Tur Lan g ton] andWalch elin (holds it) of h im .

’

There are 1 3 caru cat es of land w ith LAGINTONE
[Lan g ton] wh ich pertain s t h ere . In dem esn e
t h ere are 3 plou ghs and4 serfs and 2 bondwomen

and 20 v illein s w it h 4 bordars have
6 plou ghs. There (are) 2 0 acres of m eadow .

Wood(land) 3 fu rlongs in len gt h and 2 fu rlon gs
in bread th .
In th e sam e vill Herbert holds of W (alchelin)

3 caru cates of land, and has t here I plou gh in
demesn e ; and 5 v illeins and 2 so chm en w ith
2 bordars hav e 3 plou ghs. There (are) 1 2 ac res

o fmeadow . The whole was wort h 20 sh illin gs
,

n ow (it is worth) 60 sh illin gs.

The sam eWalchelin holdsLUBANHAM [Lu ben
h am ] o f th e archb ishop, and R obert (holds it) of
h im . There are 8 caru cat es of land. In demesn e
t h ere are 2 plou ghs and 2 serfs and 2 bondwom en

,

and 6 v illeins with 4 bordars have 3 plou ghs.

In t he sam e v ill 1 kn igh t holds 3 carucates
o f land of R obert, and has th ere 1 plough in
demesn e, and 5 v illeins w it h 1 bordar have
I } plou ghs. There (are) 3 6 acres of m eadow .

The whole was worth 20 sh illin gs
,
n ow (it is

worth) 40 sh illin gs. Archil and Osmu nd and

O slac h eld it w it h sac and so c .

Osbern holds of t h e archbishop 2 carucates of fo r 4 plou ghs.
land in WALEHAM [Welham] . In dem esn e
there is 1 plough and 3 serfs

,
and

'

4 v illeins w ith
1 bordar hav e 2 plou ghs. There (are) 1 8 acres
o f m eadow . I t was wort h 4 sh illin gs

,
n ow (it

is worth) 20 sh illin gs. Arch il held it.

The sam e b ishop holds 1 caru ca te of land in
LECR E [L e ire] . There are 2 so chm en w it h
I bordar hav in g half a plou gh .
These lands of SA INT MAR Y OF L INCOLN are

wort h 6 pou nds and 2 sh illin gs and 4 pen ce .

The sam e Ralf holds o f t he bishop 4 caru ca tes
of land in FONTENEI [Pou ltn ey] . There is land

In dem esn e are 2 (plou ghs) and
4 serfs and I bondwoman ; and 9 v illeins and

9 bu rgesses in th e city w it h 5 bordars hav e
2 plou ghs. There (are) 2 acres of meadow . I t

was wort h 20 sh illin gs, now (it is wort h)
3 0 sh illin gs.

3 09

Hugh holds of th e archbishop I caru cat e of
land in TILLINTONE [Tilton] , andFriendai (holds
it) of h im . There is 1 plou gh wit h 4 v illeins and
2 bordars. I t was and is wort h 1 0 sh illin gs.
Th is land belon gs to (est de) t he endowm en t
(elem o sina ) of SA INT MARY of SUDWELLE [Sou th
well, No t ts] . Getda held it in Kin g Edward’s
t im e .

III . THE LAND OF THE BISHOP OF

LINCOLN
THE BI SHOP OF L INCOLN holds 1 0 caru cates of
land in LEDECESTR E [Leicest er] . I n dem esn e h e
h as t here 5 plou ghs and I % m ills renderin g (do )
1 0 sh illin gs and 8 pen c e

,
and 2 chu rches render

ing (de) 1 5 sh illin gs and 1 7 bu rgesses renderin g
2 2 sh illin gs yearly . From 1 part of t h is lan d

,

ou tside t h e wall
,
he has 5 sh illings and 4 pen ce,

and 3 v illeins w ith a priest and 1 2 bordars hav e
4 plou ghs. There (are) 20 acres of meadow .

fol. 2 3 1 .

The sam e b ishop holds CNIHTETONE [K nigh

ton] . There are 2 parts of 1 h ide . There is
lan d fo r 6 plou ghs. There 20 v ille ins w ith
4 so chm en hav e 6 plou ghs. There (are) 30 acres
of m eadow .

R obert holds o f t h e b ishop in SCERNEFORD E
[Sharn ford] .1 caru cat e of land . There can be
1 plou gh . There are 2 bordars. I t is worth
4 shillin gs.

R alf holds of t h e b ishop 2 caru ca tes of land in
TONI SCOTE [Co tes D ev ille] . There can be
2 plou ghs, and they are t here with 4 so c hm en .

I t was worth 20 sh illin gs
,
n ow (it is worth)

1 0 shillin gs.



The sam e holds of th e bishop in CHENE

MUNDESCOTE [Kimco te] 1 3 5 caru cates of land.

There is land fo r 8 plou ghs. In dem esn e is
1 (plou gh ), and 6 so chm en and 6 villeins w ith
7 bordars have 4 plou ghs. There (are) 1 0 acres
of m eadow . I t was worth 30 sh illin gs

,
now (it

is worth) 40 sh illin gs.

U lfholds of th e sam e Ralf 2 bovates of land
in SU INEFORD [Swin ford] , and it is wort h
1 2 pen ce .

Godric had these lands of Ralf’s in King
Edward’s t im e.

IN GERETREU [GARTREE] WAPEN
’

I
‘
AKE

Rannulf holds of t he bishop in HALIACH

[Holy Oakes] 3 caru cates of land. In dem esn e
there are 2 ploughs w ith 1 serf

,
and 4 v illeins

with 2 bordars have 1 plou gh . There (is) a m ill
rendering (do ) 5 sh illin gs and 4 pen ce. Wood
(land) 4 furlon gs in len g t h and 3 furlon gs in
bread th . I t was and is worth 20 sh illings.
Bardi held it.

IN GOSECOT WAPENTAKE
Geoffrey holds of th e b ishop 8 carucat es o r

land in DALBY [Great Dalby] . There is land
fo r 6 plou ghs. In dem esn e t here are 3 plou ghs
and 2 serfs

,
and 7 v illeins and 1 6 so chm en hav e

6 plou ghs. There (is) m eadow 6 furlon gs in

leng th and in breadth . I t was wort h 60 shillin gs
,

now (it is worth ) 70 (sh illings). Godric held it
w ith sac and so c . In t h is v ill 1 kn igh t holds
1 carucate of land

,
and it is worth 1 0 sh illin gs.

R oger holds of t h e bishop 4 carucat es of land
in CROCHESTONE [Sou th Crox ton] . In demesn e
t here is I plou gh

,
and 4 v ille ins with 2 bordars

hav e 1 plough . There (is) a m ill rendering (de)
1 2 pen c e and 6 acres of m eadow . I t was wort h

IIII . THE LAND OF THE BISHOP OF

COUTANCES
IN GUTLACISTAN [GUTHLAXTON] WAPENTAKE
THE BI SHOP OF COUTANCES holds in ERENDEs

EER IE [Arn esby] 2 15 caru cates of landand 1 bovate.
U lfric holds it of h im . There is landfo r 2 4} plou ghs.
In demesn e there is 1 (plou gh) w it h 1 serf, and
3 v illein s and 2 bordars have 1 plou gh . I t is

worth 20 sh illin gs.

V. THE LAND OF ST. PETER OF

BURG
THE ABBEY OF BURCH [Pe terborough] h olds

in LANGETONE [Lan g ton] 5 carucates of land
less 2 bovat es. There is land fo r 5 plou ghs.
In demesn e th ere is ( I plou gh) ; and 9 v ille ins
w it h 2 bordars hav e 3 ploughs. There (are)
8 acres of m eadow and 5 acres of wood(land). I t
was wort h 1 0 sh illin gs : n ow (it is worth)
40 sh illin gs. Ailm ar h eld it freely in King
Edward ’s t im e .

The sam e abbey holds in E STONE [Great
Easton] 1 2 carucates of land. There is land fo r
1 6 plou ghs. In demesn e t here are 2 plou ghs ;
and 1 0 v illeins w ith 5 bordars and 1 2 so chm en

have 8 plou ghs. Wood(land) th ere half a leagu e
in len g th and4 furlongs in breadth . There (are)
3 0 acres of m eadow. I t was worth 6 pou nds
n ow (it is worth) 1 00 shillings. Earl R alf 1‘gav e
th ese lands to St. Pe ter.

Ch etelbern holds of th e bishop 1 caru cat e of
land in HOLEWELLE [Holwell] . There is land
fo r 1 plou gh ; 3 v illein s wit h 2 bordars hav e t h is
(plou gh) th ere . There (are) 1 0 acres ofm eadow.

I t was worth 5 shillin gs ; n ow (it is worth)
6 sh illings. U lfiet held it w it h sac and so c .
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IX . THE LAND OF THE COUNT OF

MELLEND

IN GUTLACI STAN [GUTHLAXTON] WAPENTAKE
THE COUNT OF MELLEND holds of the king

AI LESTONE [Ayleston e] . There is on e h ide and
t he six th part of 1 h ide . There were 1 4plou ghs
in Kin g Edward’s t im e. In dem esn e th ere are
2 plou ghs and 1 bondwoman ; and 24 v illein s
wit h 5 bordars have 5 plou ghs.

'There (are)
4 m ills rendering(de) 48 sh illings and 5 5 acres
o f m eadow . I t was worth 3 pou nds ; n ow (it
is worth) 4 pou nds.
Sax i held and Lewin h eld of h im t h e land of

6 plou ghs
,
so that w it h 4 of t hem (de iiii ex biis)

h e c ould do (po tera t fa cere) what h e wished.

(But) w ith 2 (it was) no t so .

The sam e cou n t holds FRELLESWOR DE [Froles
worth] . There is half a carucat e of land.

There 2 so chm en have half a plou gh . It was
worth 2 sh illin gs n o w (it is wort h) 5 sh illin gs.

The sam e cou n t holds 6 caru cates of land
in HUNECOTE [Hu n co t e] . There is land fo r
6 plou ghs. In dem esn e t here are 3 (plou ghs) and
2 serfs and 1 bondwoman and 20 v illeins w it h
8 bordars have 3 ploughs, and 2 so chm en wit h
a priest are th ere, and (t here is) a m ill rendering
(de) 1 0 sh illin gs and 1 5 acres of m eadow . Wood
(land) half a leagu e in len g th and 4 fu rlon gs in
bread th . I t was wort h 1 5 shillings ; n ow (it is
worth) 4 pounds.

In COSBI [Cosby] th ere is 1 caru ca t e of land
wh ich belon gs to (facet) Hu n co t e .

The same cou n t holds 6 caruca tes of land in
BOSEWORDE [Marke t Bosworth] . I n dem esn e
t h ere are 3 plou ghs and 2 serfs and 7 so chm en

w it h 1 0 v illeins and 7 bordars hav e 2 plou ghs.
Wood(land) 1 leagu e in lengt h and half a leagu e
in breadth . I t was worth 4 pou nds now (it is
worth) 5 0 sh illin gs.

Sax i held all t hese lands and c ou ld go (parait
ire) where h e w ished.

X . THE LAND OF EARL AUBREY 1"

IN GUTLACI STAN [GUTHLAXTON] WAPENTAKE
EAR L AUBREY h eld CNAPETOT [Knaptoft] .
There are 2 parts of 1 h ide. There is land fo r
6 plou ghs. In dem esn e there is 1 (plou gh) and
3 serfs and 1 0 villeins w ith a priest and 2 soch
m en

1 ’
and 6 bordars have 5 plou ghs. There (is)

m eadow 3 fu rlongs in len g th and 2 furlon gs in

Formerly earl of Northumbria. The fief had
reverted to the crown, so th e earl’s tenure is described
in the past tense.

et ii sorbnzanni in terlined .
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breadth . I t was worth 20 sh illin gs ; now (it is
worth) 5 0 sh illin gs.

The sam e h eld SCEPECOTE [Sapco t e] . There
are I } caru cat es of land. There are l it plou ghs
wit h 2 so chm en and 2 bordars. Uluric holds it.
I t was worth 2 sh illin gs ; no w (it is worth)
1 0 shillin gs .

The sam e earl held H INCHELIE [H in ckley] .
There are 1 4 caruca tes of land. In dem esne
t h ere are 4 plou ghs and 8 serfs ; and 42 v illeins
w it h 1 6 bordars and 3 so chm en have gi plo ugh s.
There (is) m eadow 6 furlon gs in len g th and

3 furlongs in breadth . It was wort h 6 pou nds
n ow (it is worth) 1 0 pou nds.

The sam e earl h eld 9 carucates of land in
SIBETESDONE [Sibson] . In dem esn e t h ere are

2 plou ghs and 1 bondwom an ; and 3 0 v illeins
and 1 7 bordars have 7 plou ghs. Meadow 3 fu r
longs in len g t h and 2 furlongs in breadth . In

t h e sam e v ill th ere are in addit ion 2 carucat es of
land. The whole was wort h 60 sh illings now
(it is worth) 1 00 sh illings.

The sam e earl h eld SCENTONE [Shen ton] .
There are 3 bordars. It was wort h 1 2 pen ce ;
now (it is worth) 3 sh illings. Hardingh eld t hese
lands.

Norman holds 4] caru cat es of land in SU

EVESBI [Shearsby] . In demesn e t h ere are

2 plou ghs ; and 4 v illeins w it h 2 so chm en and

3 bordars have 2 plou ghs. Meadow 4 furlongs
in len g t h and 2 furlon gs in breadt h . I t was

wort h 1 5 shillings n ow (it is worth) 40 shillings.

R alf holds in CR EBRE [Croft] 45> carucates
of land and 1 bovate. In dem esn e th ere is
1 plough and 2 serfs ; and 8 villein s w ith 1 soch
m an and 4 bordars have 2 plou ghs. There (is)
a m ill renderin g (de) 4 sh illings and 1 2 acres o f
m eadow . I t was wort h 68 penc e ; no w (it is
worth) 40 sh illings.

To t his manor pertains 1 caru cat e o f land.

Part of it (is) in BROTONE [Brou gh ton Astley]
and part in SUTONE [Su t ton in th e Elms] . I t

was waste n ow (it is worth) 5 sh illin gs.

Alm ar holds 5 5 caru cates of land in DRA I
TONE [Fen ny D rayton] . There is land _

fo r

5 plou ghs. In demesn e there are 2 (plou ghs) ;
and 1 4 villeins w ith 8 bordars hav e 3 plou ghs.

I t was wort h 3 0 sh illin gs ; no w (it is worth)
40 sh illings.

R obert holds 85 caru cates of land in BETMEs
WEL [Bit teswell] . There is land fo r 6 plou ghs.

In demesn e th ere is 1 (plough) ; and 2 v illein s
w it h a priest and 1 4 bordars hav e 3 plou ghs.

Meadow 4 fu rlon gs in ‘len gt h and 1 furlon g in
breadth . I t was worth 1 0 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is
wort h) 40 shillin gs.



The sam e holds 65» carucat es of land in

TEVLINGO
'

RDE [Theddingwort h] . There is land
fo r 6 plou ghs. In dem esn e th ere are 2 (plou ghs) ;
and 8 v illeins w it h 1 0 bordars hav e 2 plou ghs.
There is a m ill renderin g (de) 2 shillings. I t

was worth 20 sh illings ; now (it is worth) 40
sh illings.

The sam e holds 3 caru cat es of land and 2 bo

vat es in TEVLINGORDE [Theddin gworth] . There
is land fo r 3 plou ghs. There 7 so chm en hav e
1 ] plou ghs. It was wort h 1 0 sh illin gs n ow (it
is worth) 20 sh illin gs.

Ralf holds 2 carucat es of land in TORP
[Thorpe Parva] . There is land fo r 2 plou ghs.
2 v illeins wit h 1 bordar have th ese (plou ghs)
t h ere

,
and t here (is) a m ill renderin g (de) 2 sh il

lin gs. I t was worth 1 0 sh illin gs ; now (it is
worth) 20 sh illin gs .

R alf Carno t 2° holds 4 carucates o f land in
ANLEPE [Wanlip] . There is land fo r 4 plou ghs.
In demesn e is 1 (plou gh) ; and 8 v illeins w ith
3 bordars hav e 3 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill
rendering (de) 8 sh illin gs and 3 2 ac res of m ea

do w . I t was wort h 1 0 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is
worth) 2 5 sh illin gs.

The sam e holds 1 1 caru cates of land in

SEOLDESBERI E [Shoby] . There is land fo r

1 1 plou ghs. In dem esn e th ere is 1 (plou gh) ;
and 4 v illeins and 8 so chm en w ith 2 bordars
hav e 9 plou ghs. Meadow 4 furlon gs in len gth
and 3 furlon gs in breadth . I twas worth 20 shil
lin gs no w (it is worth) 3 0 shillin gs .

The sam e holds 7 caru cat es of land in WALE

TONE [Walton on t he Wolds] . In dem esn e

Mr. Round considers that this word represen ts
Carn o tensis,

’ probably mean ing of Chartres.’
In the Leicestershire Survey the earl of Leicester

is en tered as holding 5 carucates in Saxelby and 6 caru
cates in Siwaldebia.

’
Shoby o r Sh o uldby is on e mile

distan t from Saxelby, and it would seem that the
1 1 carucates above shou ld be divided between Saxelby
and Shoby after the manner indicated in the Leices
tershire Survey. With the carucate of‘so cland ’ held
by the king in Saxelby, the join t assessmen t of th e
2 vills wil l come o ut as 1 2 carucates.

1
.

The sam e cou n t ess h eld 1 } caru cates of land
in BILDESTONE [Bilsto ne] . There are 3 soch
m en w it h 1 plou gh . In Kin g Edward’s t ime
t h ere w ere 2 plou ghs. It was and is wort h
5 sh illings.

XII . THE LAND OF THE COUNTESS
ALVEVA ”4

THE COUNTES S ALVEVA held 5 caru cat es of
land in AI LESTONE [Ay leston e] . In Kin g Ed
ward’s tim e 1 2 plou ghs were th ere . In dem esn e
there are n ow 2 (plou ghs) w it h 1 serf ; and

1 8 v illeins w it h 1 so chm an and 8 bordars hav e
6 plou ghs. It was and is wort h 1 1 0 sh illin gs.

IN GOSECOTE WAPENTAKE
The sam e cou n tess held D UNI

’

I
‘
ONE [Castle

D on in g ton ] . There (are) 2 2] caru ca tes of
land. In Kin g Edward’s tim e 20 plou ghs w ere
t here. Now th ere are 3 plou ghs in demesn e ;
and 3 0 v ille ins w it h a priest and 5 so chm en and

1 1 bordars hav e 1 2 ploughs. There (is) a m ill
rendering (de) 1 0 sh illin gs and 1 pen c e. Wood
(land) 1 2 furlon gs in len g t h and 8 in breadth .
I t was worth 1 00 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth)
1 1 pou nds.

” The letters 6 and a, which in the original are
placed over tenuit and omnes respectively

, indicate
transposition .
Wife of Earl Leofric ofMercia.

Wife of Earl {Elfgar ofMercia.

THE COUNTES S GODEVA held NORTONE

[Norton ju x ta Twycross] . There (are) 6
carucates of land. There is land fo r 7 plou ghs.
In dem esn e there are 3 plou ghs. There a priest
w it h 1 villein and 2 bordars has 1 plou gh . There
(are) 8 acres of m eadow . I t was wort h 5 shil
lings no w (it is worth) 6 sh illings.

The sam e cou n t ess h eld 3 carucates of land
in APELE I [Appleby] . There is land fo r

3 plou ghs. In dem esn e are 2 plou ghs ; and

8 v illein s w it h 6 bordars hav e 2 plou ghs. I t

was and is worth 20 shillin gs.
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XIII . THE LAND OF HUGH DE

GRENTEMAISNIL

IN GUTLACI STAN [GUTHLAXTON] WAPENTAKE
HUGH DE GRENTEMA I SNIL holds of t h e king
WICH INGESTONE [Wigston] . There is 1 h ide
and th e t hird part of 1 h ide. There is land fo r
1 6 plou ghs. Of t his land t h e third part of
1 h ide is in dem esn e, and th ere (are) 4 plou ghs
and 2 serfs and 1 bondwoman ; and 3 2 v illeins
with a priest and 1 2 bordars have 5 plou ghs.
There 3 1 so chm en w it h 1 clerk and 2 kn igh ts
and 4 Fren chm en (francigenae bomines) have
8 plou ghs. There (are) 5 0 acres of m eadow.

I t was and is worth 8 pou nds. Earl R alf”
held it.
The sam e holds 1 caru cat e of land in SAFE

COTE [Sapcot e] . There is land fo r 2 plou ghs.
In demesn e t here is 1 (plou gh) ; and 3 v illeins
with 3 so chm en and 2 bordars have half a plo ugh .

There (are) 2 acres of m eadow . I t is wort h
1 0 sh illings. There belon gs I caru cat e of land in
FR ELESWORDE [Fro lesw o rth] . There is land
fo r half a plou gh . There are 3 bordars. I t is

worth 5 sh illin gs.
The sam e holds of th e qu een ’s fee, as he

says (at dicit) 2 caru cat es of land in SCERNEFORD
[Sharn ford] . There is land fo r 1 plou gh . There
(is) 1 so chm an w ith 3 bordars and half a plou gh .
I t was worth 1 2 pen ce ; no w (it is worth)
1 0 shillin gs. Alw in held it w ith sac and so c .

The same holds 5 caru cates of land in SCI-2L
TONE [Earl Sh ilton] . In dem esn e t h ere are 3
plou ghs w ith 1 serf ; and 1 0 v illeins w ith a

priest and 4 so chm en and 5 bordars have
3 plou ghs. There (are) 1 2 acres of m eadow
and a m ill renderin g (de) 1 6 pen ce . Wood(land)
8 furlon gs in leng th and 3 in breadth . It was

worth 5 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth) 70 shillings.

The sam e holds in ROTEBIE [Ratby] 6 caru

cat es of land less 3 bovates. There is land fo r
6 plou ghs. In dem esn e th ere are 2 plou ghs
w ith 1 serf ; and 1 0 v illeins w ith a priest and
5 bordars have 4 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill
renderin g (de) 2 8 penc e. It was worth 2 sh il
lin gs n ow (it is worth) 60 shillin gs.
Of t he so c of t hese (lands 2 carucat es of
land are in BRUNECH INESTORP [Bro m kinsth o rpe]
and 3 (are) in D ERESFORD [D esford] and hal f (a
carucate is) in CLANEFBLDE [Glenfield] and hal f
(a caru cate is) in BRANTES'I‘ONE [Brau nston e] .
The sam e holds in GROR I [Groby] 6 caru

cates of land less 3 bovates. There is land fo r
OfH ereford, nephew of Edward the Confessor.

‘Harnar in MS. which must probably be taken
as referring to Ratby and Groby

,
both of wh ich had

been held by Ulfwith sac and so c.

4 plou ghs. In dem esne t h ere are 2 (ploughs)
and 1 0 v illeins w it h 1 so chm an and 5 bo r

dars have 3 plou ghs. There (is) wood(land)
2 leagu es in length and half a leagu e in breadth .
I t was worth 20 sh illin gs ; n ow (ir

’

is wort h)
60 sh illings. U lf h eld th ese two lands ”7 w it h
sac and so c .

’7 i.e . Ratby and Groby.

The sam e holds in CHEREBI [Kirkby Mallory]
2 caru cat es of land. There is land fo r 1 plou gh .
Th is is t here in dem esn e w it h 1 v illein and

5 bordars and 4 acres of m eadow. It was

wort h 5 shillings ; now (it is wort h) 1 0 shillin gs.

The sam e holds 3 caruca tes of land less 3
bovat es in DERESFORD [D esford] . There is land
fo r 4 ploughs. There I v illein has I plou gh

,

and t h ere (are) 4 acres of m eadow. Wood
(land) half a leagu e in len g th and t h e sam e in
breadth . I t was wort h 5 shillings ; n ow (it is
worth) 20 sh illin gs.

The sam e holds in STAPLE'r pNE [Stapleton]
1 carucate of land. There is land fo r I plou gh .
There 2 v illeins w ith 3 bordars hav e half a
plou gh . I t was wort h 5 sh illings ; n ow (it is
worth) 1 0 sh illings.

The sam e h olds 2 1
5

carucat es of land in

CHERCHEBI [Kirkby Mallory] . There is land
fo r 1 plou gh . There 2 v illeins and 8 so chm en

hav e 1 3} plou ghs. I t was wort h 1 2 penc e ; now
(it is worth) 1 0 sh illings.

The sam e holds of th e Qu een ’s fee 2 caru
cates of land in NEWEBOLD [N ewbold V erdon]
and BROCAR DESCOTE [Brasc o te] .
There is land fo r 3 plou ghs. There 3 v illeins
hav e 1 plou gh . I t was wort h 5 sh illin gs ; now
(it is worth) 2 3 sh illings.

The sam e holds 6 caru cates of land in

PECH IN'
r ONE [Peckleto n] . There is land fo r

4 plou ghs. In dem esn e t h ere is 1 plou gh wit h
1 serf and 3 bordars. I t was worth 5 sh illin gs ;
no w (it is wort h) 60 sh illings.

IN GERETR EU [GARTREE] WAPENTAKE
The sam e holds in ELVESTONE [Illston on th e

H ill] 9 carucat es of land less 1 ,v irgat e . There
is land fo r 6 plou ghs. There 1 3 so chm en w it h
I v illein and 2 bordars have 4 plou ghs. There .
(are) 20 acres of m eadow. It was wort h 20

sh illings ; n ow (it is worth) 3 0 sh illings.

The sam e holds in TORP [Thorpe Langton]
half a carucat e of land. There is land fo r half
a plough . There are 2 m en (bomines) . I t is

wort h 3 sh illin gs.

The sam e holds STOCTONE [Stockerston] .
There are 2 8 carucates of land. There is land
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The sam e R obert holds 6 caruca tes of land
in th e same v ill. There is land fo r 4 plou ghs.
In demesn e th ere is 1 (plou gh) with I serf and

6 villeins hav e 2 plou ghs. There (are) 20 ac res
of meadow. I t was and is worth 20 sh illin gs.
Baldwin and Alwin held it.

The same holds 5 carucates of land less
1 bovate in SMITONE [Sm eeton] . There is land
fo r 3
plou ghs. In demesn e t here is I plou gh

and 2 so chm en with 1 v illein and 3 bordars hav e
I plough . I t was and is wort h 20 sh illings.
fo l. 2 3 26.

The sam e R obert holds o f Hu gh 2 carucat es
of land in TA IWORDE [Twy ford] . There is land
fo r 1 plou gh . Th is is t h ere in dem esn e with
3 bordars and 5 acres of m eadow. I t was wort h
5 sh illings and 4 pen ce ; n ow (it is wort h)
20 sh illings.

R oger h olds of Hu gh in OLDEBI [Oadby]
I % carucates of land. There is land fo r

I plough . I t was and is wort h 5 sh illin gs.

Huard holds of Hu gh in th e o ther PETLINGE
[Peatlin g Parva] 3 ; caru cat es of land. There
is land fo r 2 plou ghs. In dem esn e t h ere is
I (plou gh) and 8 v illeins w ith 2 bordars hav e
ano th er. There (is) a m ill renderin g (de) 1 6

penc e and 2 so chm en w it h half a plou gh , and

5 acres of meadow. It was and is wort h
20 sh illin gs.

The sam e Huard holds 1 caru cate of land in
SEVESBI [Shearsby] of th e kin g

’

s alms (de elem o sina
regis) wh ic h h e has in pledge (in vaa

’
im o nio ).

There is land fo r 1 plou gh . 1 kn igh t has t h is
t h ere . I t was and is wort h 5 sh illin gs.

Fu lbert holds 2 caru cates of land in SAFE

COTE [Sap co t e] of Hu gh . There is land fo r

2 plou ghs. In dem esn e is 1 plough ; and

2 v illein s w it h 2 bordars and 2 so chm en hav e
1 3 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill renderin g (de)
3 sh illin gs and 1 6 ac res of m eadow. I t was

worth 5 shillin gs n ow (it is worth) 2 5 sh illings.

Ivo holds of Hu gh in WI LEBI [Willou ghby
Wat erless] 3 caru cates of land. There is land
fo r I ] plou ghs. In dem esn e there is 1 plou gh ;
and 3 so chm en w it h 1 v illein and 4 bordars and
1 serf have 1 plou gh . I t was worth 64 pen ce ;
now (it is worth) 20 sh illings.

Ulfholds of Hu gh in th e sam e v ill 1 caru cat e
of land. There is land fo r half a plou gh . I t

was wort h 3 shillin gs ; now (it is worth) 5
sh illin gs.

The w ife of R obert holds of Hugh in CREC
[Croft] 5 5» caru cat es of land less I bovat e .
There is land fo r 3 ] plou ghs. In dem esn e t here
is 1 plou gh and 1 serf ; and 4 v illeins and 4

Erne isus holds of Hu gh in CLANEFELDE [Glen
field] 6 caru cat es of land less 3 bovat es. There
is land fo r 4 plou ghs. In dem esn e t h ere are

2 (plou ghs) and 2 serfs ; and 3 v illeins w ith
a priest and 2 bordars and 4 so chm en hav e
3 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill renderin g (de)
1 6 pen ce and 8 a cres of m eadow . Wood(land)
8 fu rlon gs in leng t h and 4 furlongs in breadt h .
I t was worth 1 0 sh illin gs : now (it is worth)
40 sh illings.

The so n of R obert Burdel 29 holds of Hu gh in
BRANTESTONE [Brau nston e] 6 carucates of land
less 5 bovates. There is land fo r 4 plou ghs. In
demesn e t here is 1 (plou gh) and 4 serfs ; and 2

so chm en and 4 v illein s wit h 1 bordar have 2

plou ghs. There (are) 5 acres of m eadow . Wood
(land) 5 furlon gs in length and 3 fu rlon gs in
bread th . I t was worth 20 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is
worth) 60 shillings.

Serlo holds of Hu gh 5 bovates of land in
CHER EBI [Kirkby Mallory] . There is land fo r
half a plou gh . There is 1 bordar. Wood(land)
half a leagu e in len g t h and 3 furlongs in breadth .
It was wort h 2 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth)
3 sh illings.

Ernald holds of Hu gh 1 carucat e of land in
SUTONE [Su t ton Chen ey] . There is land fo r half
a plou gh . Th is is t here in dem esn e . It was

worth 3 shillin gs ; no w (it is worth) 1 0 sh illin gs.

Ivo holds of Hu gh 2 caru ca t es of land in
CATBBI [Cadeby] . There is land fo r 1 plou gh .
In dem esn e t here is n evertheless 1 plou gh ; and

7 v illeins w it h a priest and 3 bordars have
1 plou gh . Wood(land) (is) there 3 furlongs in
len gt h and 2 furlon gs in breadth . I t was wort h
5 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth) 20 shillin gs.

Reetius, Burdet, see I n trod.
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bordars and 3 so chm en w it h 3 Fren chmen have
3 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill rendering (de) 3
sh illin gs. It was wort h 5 sh illings ; now (it is
worth) 40 sh illings.

Osbern holds of Hu gh 3 caru cates of land in
BROSTONE [Brou ghton Astley] . There is land
fo r 3 plou ghs. In dem esn e th ere are 2 (plou ghs) ;
and 6 v illeins w it h 2 bordars hav e 1 plou gh .
There (is) a m ill renderin g (de) 2 shillin gs and

7 acres o f m eadow. I t was worth 1 0 sh illings ;
no w (it is worth) 30 shillin gs.

Ulfholds of Hu gh in ENDREBIE [Enderby] 6
carucat es of land less 3 bovat es. There is land
fo r 4 plou ghs. In dem esn e t here are 2 plou ghs
w ith 1 serf ; and 1 0 v illeins with 1 bordar have
2 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill rendering (de) 5
sh illin gs and 20 acres of m eadow . Wood(land)
6 fu rlon gs in lengt h and 4 furlon gs in breadt h .
I t was worth 20 shillin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 5 5
shillin gs.



Walt er holds of Hu gh 1 caruca t e o f land in
SCEPEHE [Sheepy] . There is land fo r 1 plou gh .
In dem esn e t h ere is I (plou gh) ; and 3 v illeins
w ith 2 bordars have 1 plou gh . There (is) a m ill
renderin g (de) 1 0 sh illings. I t was worth 2 shil
lings now (it is worth) 20 shillings.

Gilbert holds of Hu gh 9 carucates of land in
COTESBECE [Cotesbach] . There is land fo r 6

plou ghs. In demesn e th ere is 1 (plou gh ) ; and

1 0 v illeins w ith 2 bordars hav e 4 plou ghs. There
(is) a m ill rendering (de) 3 sh illin gs. It was

wort h 20 sh illin gs n ow (it is worth) 3 0 sh illings .

Edwin holds of Hu gh in th e sam e v ill (vi/1a )
I )
;
caru ca t es of land. There is land fo r 1 plou gh .

There 2 m en have half a plou gh . It is worth
1 0 sh illin gs.

IN GERTREU [GARTREE] WAPENTAKE
Ivo holds of Hu gh in AVINTONF. [Ev in gton]

1 0g» caru ca t es of land. There is land fo r 7
plou ghs. In dem esn e t here are 3 plou ghs and

6 serfs ; and 2 5 v illeins w it h 2 bordars have 5 ]
plou ghs. There (is) a m ill renderin g (de) 2 sh il
lin gs and 20 acres of m eadow . I t was worth
40 shillin gs ; n ow (it is worth ) 1 00 sh illin gs .

The sam e holds of Hugh in GER BER 1E 3° [In
gatsby] 1 2 caru cat es of land. There is land fo r
8 plou ghs. In demesn e th ere are 2 (plou ghs) and
4 serfs ; and 1 bondwoman and 1 6

villeins w it h 7 bordars, and 1 kn igh t w it h 3
Fren chm en (fiancigenae) hav e 5 plou ghs. There
(is) a m ill rendering (de) 4 sh illin gs. I t was

worth 40 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 4 pou nds.
Huard and Erne is hold of Hugh 4 caru cates
of land in STOC’

I
‘
ONB [Stou gh ton] . There is land

fo r 2 plou ghs. There are 2 ] plou ghs. I t was

wort h 1 5 sh illings ; now (it is worth) 20 sh illings.

The so n of R obert Bu rdet holds of Hu gh
in GALBI [Galby] 1 3 caru cates of land and

I t wou ld seem that the scribe omitted the letters
‘in,

’ which had been repeated as a preposition before
the name, and that he mo dified the final ‘bi ’ in to
berie in a way common in the Leicester Domesday.
H ugh de Grentem aisn il held in Leicester 3 houses
which belonged to Ingarsby.

IN GOSECOTE WAPENTAKE
Suain holds of Hu gh in SITESTONE[Syston] 9

caru cates of land. There is land fo r 6 plou ghs.
De Witvile .

’

1 serf and 2 v illeins wit h I so chm an and 3 bo r

dars hav e 1 plou gh . There (are) 5 acres of
m eadow. It was wort h 1 0 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is
worth) 20 shillin gs .

Hu gh 3 1 h olds of Hu gh 4 caru cat es o f land in
SANCTONE [Shan g ton] . There is land fo r 3
plou ghs. In dem esn e th ere are 2 (plou ghs) w it h
1 serf ; and 4 v illeins and 4 bordars w it h 2 soch
m en have I } plou ghs. There (are) 1 0 acres of
m eadow. I t was wort h 1 6 sh illin gs ; now (it
is worth) 40 sh illin gs.
The sam e holds of Hu gh 6 caru ca t es of land

in STANTONE [Ston ton Wyv ille] . There is land
fo r 4 plou ghs. In dem esn e th ere are 2 (plou ghs)
and 2 serfs ; and 1 5 v illein s w ith a priest and
2 bordars have 4 plou ghs. There (are) 2 m ills
renderin g (de) 5 sh illin gs and 4 pen c e, and 8

acres of m eadow . W ood(land) 6 furlon gs in
length and 4 fu rlon gs in bread th . It was worth
40 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 60 sh illings.

Osbern holds of Hugh 1 1 caru cat es of land in
LANGTONE [Lang ton] . There is land fo r 8

plou ghs. In dem esn e th ere are 2 (plou ghs) and
3 serfs ; and 1 2 v ille ins w ith a priest and 1

kn igh t and 5 bordars and 1 so chm an have 7
plou ghs. There (is) a m ill renderin g (de) 2 sh il
lin gs and 1 2 acres of m eadow . I t was and is

worth 40 sh illin gs.

Love t holds of Hugh in GLEN [Glen Magna]
1 7 caru cat es of land and 2 bovates. There is
land fo r 1 2 plou ghs. In dem esn e t h ere are 3
plou ghs and 2 serfs and 3 bondwomen (ancillae)
and 1 2 v illeins w ith 6 bordars and 20 so chm en

have 6 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill renderin g (de)
3 sh illin gs and 3 0 acres of meadow. I t was and

is worth 6 pou nds.
Alwin h olds of Hugh 1 caru cate of land in th e

sam e v ill. There is land fo r half a plou gh .
Th is is there

,
w ith 2 v illeins. I t was wort h

2 shillin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 5 sh illin gs.
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In demesn e th ere is 1 (plou gh) ; and 1 7 v illeins
w ith a pries t and 1 bordar and 1 1 so chm en have
6 plou ghs. There is a m ill renderin g (de) 8 sh il
lings and 3 0 acres of m eadow. I t

o

was wort h
3 0 sh illings ; n ow (it is worth) 40 sh illings.

Widard holds of Hu gh 2 caruca tes of land in
BURe LE [Birs tall] . There is land fo r 1 plou gh .
In dem esn e th ere is 1 (plou gh) and 2 serfs ; and

8 v illeins with 4 bordars have 1 plou gh . There
(is) a m ill rendering (de) 1 2 pen c e and 1 6 acresof m eadow. I t was wort h 1 0 sh illings ; n o w (it

is worth) 3 ou n c es of gold.

William h o lds of Hu gh in TURMODESTONE

[Thurm aston] 3 } caru cates of land. There is
land fo r 2 } plou ghs. In dem esne th ere is 1

(plough) and 3 v illeins have an o ther. There are
7 acres of meadow. It was wort h 1 0 sh illin gs ;
now (it is worth) 40 sh illin gs.

R obert andSerlo holdofHu gh 9 caru cates ofland
and 5 bovates in WIMUNDEWALLE [Wym eswold] .
There is land fo r 6 ploughs. In dem esn e t h ere
are 2 plou ghs w it h 1 serf ; and 1 1 v illeins and

4 so chm en w it h 4 bordars and 9 French serj ean ts
fol . 2 3 3 .

(francigenis servientibus) have 1 0 plou ghs between
(them) all. There (are) 1 5 acres of m eadow .

I t was worth 20 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth) 1 00
sh illin gs. Two bro thers held th is land fo r 2

manors (pro du o bus manerzzs) and afterwards on e
bou gh t from t he o th er h is share (partem m o m )
and made on e manor o ut of th e two (that were)
in Kin g Edward’s t im e.

Ernald holds of Hu gh in SIGLEBI [Sileby] 8 %
caru cat es of land. There is land fo r 5 plou gh s.
In dem esn e th ere are 3 plou ghs and 4 serfs ; and

I 8 v illeins w ith 4 so chm en and 4 bordars hav e
6 ploughs. There (are) 2 m ills renderin g (de)
3 0 sh illin gs and 60 ac res of m eadow . I t was

wort h 60 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth) 1 1 0

sh illin gs.

Ivo holds of Hu gh 1 4 caru ca t es of land in
ASCEBI [Ashby de la Zou ch] . There is land fo r
1 0 plou ghs. In demesn e t here is 1 (plou gh) and
2 serfs ; and 8 v illein s w it h a priest and 6 soch
m en and 4 bordars have 6 plou ghs. Wood(land)
1 leagu e in len g t h and 4 furlongs in breadth
(suffic ien t) fo r (ad) 1 00 swin e . I t was worth
1 0 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth) 40 shillin gs.

Ernald holds of Hu gh 6 ] caru cates of land in
HELETONE 3” [Alton Gran ge] . There is land fo r

In the Leicestershire Survey the earl of Leicester
is credited with 1 ] carucates in Alton, 3 carucates in
Blackfordby and 2 caru cates in ‘Culvertebia.

’ As

these sum amoun t to 6 } carucates it is probable that
‘Heleto ne

’
above must be taken to include Black

fo rdby and ‘Culvertebia ’ which are no t en tered
separately in Domesday.

4 plou ghs. In dem esn e th ere are 2 plou ghs
and 4 serfs ; and 1 5 v illeins w ith 1 kn igh t and
4 bo rdars hav e 8 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill
renderin g (de) 2 sh illin gs and 4 acres of m eadow .

Wood(land) 1 league in length and half a leagu e
in breadth . I t was worth 1 0 sh illings ; no w (it
is worth) 60 sh illin gs.

The sam e holds 2 carucates of land of Hu gh
in STANTONE [Stau n ton Harold] . There is land
fo r 1 plou gh . In demesn e t here is I (plou gh)
and 6 v illeins wit h 1 bordar hav e 1 plou gh.
Wood(land) 5 fu rlon gs in lengt h and 3 fu rlon gs
in breadt h and on th e o t her side (ex a ltera parte)
(th ere are) 4 acres of wood(land). I t was wort h
2 sh illings n ow (it is worth) 1 0 sh illings.

These two lands of Ernald’s belong to (sunt de)
the fee of Earl W(altheo f) .3 3 Suain held th em
bo th freely in KingEdward’s tim e.

Hugh holds of Hugh half a carucat e of land in
WITEWIC [Whitwick] . There is land fo r half
a plou gh . There is 1 bordar. Wood(land)
1 furlon g in len g t h and half a fu rlongin breadth .
I t is worth 2 sh illin gs.

Walter holds of Hu gh 1 6 4; carucat es of land
in WALTHAM [Waltham on th eWolds] . There
is land fo r 1 1 plou ghs. In dem esn e th ere are
2 plou ghs ; and 24. so chm en with 1 villein and

1 bordar hav e 6 plou ghs. There 1 kn igh t w it h
7 bordars and 3 serfs and 1 bondwoman (and/la)
has 1 4} plou ghs. There (are) 1 00 acres of
m eadow . I t was worth 3 pou nds ; n ow (it is
wort h) 6 pou nds.

The sam e holds of Hu gh in TORP [Thorpe
Arn old] 34 I 5 caru cates of land. There is land fo r
1 0 ploughs. In dem esn e th ere are 5 plou ghs
and 2 serfs ; and 1 6 v illeins w ith 1 1 so chm en

and 8 bordars have 7 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill
renderin g (de) 5 sh illin gs and4 penc e . Meadow
4 furlongs in len g t h and t h e sam e in breadt h .
I t was worth 20 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth)
7 pou nds.
The sam e holds of Hu gh 3 carucat es of land

in t h e sam e v ill. There is land fo r 2 plou ghs
,

8 v illeins with 3 bordars hav e t hese (plou ghs)
t here. I t was wort h 3 shillings ; n ow (it is
worth) 20 sh illings.

3“The phrase comesW ’ is ambiguous
,
fo r it m ay

refer either to Earl Waltheo f o r to Earl William
(fitz Osbern) of H ereford . The former is perhaps the
more probable

, as Walth eo f had land elsewhere in
the shire, but the mat ter must be left Open . The
phrase de fl odo M lle/mi can a

'

ris occurs in the Oxon
Survey.
This and the following en try attribu te a sum of

1 8 carucates to Thorpe Arnold . From the Leicester
shire Survey it appears that Thorpe Arnold alone was
assessed at 1 2 carucates, the remain ing 6 carucates
belonging to Bren tingby, which is not en tered by
name in Domesday.
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R oger holds of Henry in CUNINGESTO
NE

[Congerston e] 2 caru cates of land. In n
Edward’s time 2 plou ghs were there . In dem esn e
there is 1 plou gh ; and 1 0 v illeins with 6 bordars
have 2 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill and 3 acres of
m eadow . I t was worth 2 sh illings no w (1t 1s

worth) 20 sh illin gs.

Waz elin holds in SNOCHANTONE [Smocking
ton] I ; caru cat es of land of Henry. In Kin g
Edward’s time 2 plou ghs were th ere. In dem esn e
there is 1 plou gh w ith 1 serf and 6 v illeins with
2 bordars have 2 plou ghs. There (are) 4 acres
of m eadow. It was worth 2 sh illings ; n ow
(it is worth) 20 sh illin gs

R oger h olds o fHenry in SCENTONE [Shen ton]
2 caru cat es of land. There is 1 villein . It is

worth 2 shillings.

IN GERETREWEs [GAR
'
rREE] WAPENTAKE

Godric holds of Henry 9 carucates of land in
HOHTONE [Hou ghton on th e Hill] . In King
Edward’s t im e 5 plou ghs were t h ere. In

dem esn e there is half a plou gh and 2 serfs ; and

5 v illeins with 3 bordars have 3 ] plou ghs.

There (are) 20 acres of m eadow. I t was and is

worth 20 shillings. Earl Waltheo f (lVa l/cf)
h eld it. The Cou n tess‘1 Judith claims it.

Hu gh holds of Henry 1 caru cat e of land in
ASCBI [Ashby Folv ille] and it belongs to
Niwebo ld [Newbold Folv ille] . In Kin g Edward’s
t im e 1 plou gh was there . There are 3 v illeins.

I t was and is worth 3 sh illin gs.
fol . 2 3 3 6.
Mechenta holds of Henry in OVERTONE
Coleorton] I caruca t e of land. There h e has

1 plou gh w ith 1 v illein and 2 bordars. Wood
(land) 1 leagu e in len gt h and an o th er in breadth .
I t was worth 6 pen ce ; now (it is worth)
5 sh illings.

R obert holds SCELLA [Nether Seal] of Henry .
There are 7 caru cates of land. In Kin g
Edward’s t im e 5 plou ghs were th ere. There
4 so chm en w ith 2 v illein s have 2 plou ghs.
Wood(land) 6 furlon gs in len g th and 4 fu rlon gs
in breadth . I t was and is worth 20 sh illings.

The sam e holds of Henry anotherSCELA [Over
Seal] . There are 6 caru cat es of land. In Kin g
Edward’s t im e 3 plo

'

u ghs w ere t here . In dem esn e
there are 3 ploughs and 2 1 v illeins w ith
1 2 bordars have 3 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill
renderin g (de) 5 shillin gs, and 1 2 acres of m eadow.

I t was worth 20 sh illings ; n ow (it is worth)
60 shillin gs.

The word eosnitissa is in terlined.

The sam e holds of H enry 1 caruca te o f land
in BORTROD There I v illein has
1 plou gh . It was worth 8 pen ce ; n o w (it is
worth) 4 sh illings.

The sam e h olds of Hen ry 1 caruca t e of land
in APLEBER IE [Appleby] . There 4 so chm en

hav e 2 plou ghs and 3 acres of m eadow. I t was

wort h 1 2 pen c e ; n ow (it is worth) 1 2 sh illin gs.
N igel holds of Henry 1 0 caru cat es of land in

SCOPESTONE [Swepston e] . In King Edward’s
t im e 1 0 plou ghs were th ere. In dem esn e th ere
are 2 plou ghs ; and 1 5 v illeins with a priest and
8 bordars have 6 plou ghs. There (are) 1 2 acres
of m eadow. I t was worth 1 2 penc e ; now (it is
worth) 40 shillings.

Of t his land, in KingEdward’s tim e, Sbern
h eld 2 carucates of land and cou ldgo (parait ire)
where h e w ished. The remain ing land Leu ric
held

,
whose land bishop Osm und‘3 holds of t h e

King.

Gledwin holds of Henry in NEUTONE [New ton
Burgo land] half a caruca te of land. In dem esn e
t here is 1 plough with 1 bordar and 2 acres of
m eadow .

R oger holds of Henry 1 carucat e of land in
th e sam e v ill. I t is worth 2 sh illings.

John holds of Hen ry in UDECOTE [Woodco te]
2 caru cates of land. In King Edward’s tim e
2 plou ghs were th ere . In dem esn e th ere is
1 (plou gh). Wood(land) 3 furlon gs in lengt h
and 3 in breadth . I t was w orth 1 2 penc e ;
n ow (it is worth) 1 0 shillings.

Ardulf holds of Henry 1 carucate of land in
OSGODTORP [Osgathorpe] . In dem esn e h e has
half a plou gh

,
and 3 v illeins with 5 bordars have

1 plou gh . I t was worth 1 2 pen c e ; n ow (it is
worth) 5 sh illings.

R oger holds of Hen ry in STR ETONE [Stre t ton
en le Field] 1 caru cat e of land, wast e, and ano th er
in DUR ANDESTORP [Don isthorpe] , likewise wast e,
and a third in O VERTONE Coleorton] , likew ise
wast e. They are worth

,
n evertheless

,
2 sh il

lin gs. Aluric and Leven o t held 2 of t h ese
(caru cates) freely ; Cari held th e t hird, but h e
c ou ld n o t depart (no n po tuit discea’ere) wit h it.

R obert holds of H enry I caru cat e of land and
1 bovat e in BURTONE [Burton Lazars] . There
is 1 plou gh in dem esn e

,
and 1 v illein with half a

plou gh . There (are) 2 acres of m eadow. It

was wort h 5 shillings ; now (it is wort h)
1 0 shillings.
N igel holds of Henry inW1NDESERS [

3 caru ca tes of land
,
waste . In KingEdward

’

s

Or Bo o th o rp, the ‘Bo cth o rp ’ of the Leicester
shire Survey. OfSalisbury.
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R oger holds of Henry in SUMMERDEBI

[Som erby] 3 caru cates of land and 2 bova tes.
In Kin g Edward’s t im e 4 plou ghs were th ere .
In dem esn e there is 1 (plou gh), and 5 v illeins
with a priest and 2 bordars have 2 ploughs.
There (are) 20 acres of meadow . I t was worth
1 5 sh illin gs now (it is worth) 40 sh illin gs.

To th is m anor belon g 5 caru ca tes of land in
DALBI [Lit tle Dalby] . In Kin g Edward’s tim e 4
plou ghs were th ere . There 1 6 so chm en w it h a
priest have 6 plou ghs. There (are) 40 acres of
m eadow . I t was worth 1 0 sh illin gs ; now (it is
worth) 20 sh illings. Alwo ld held it freely.

The sam e R oger holds of H enry in BURG

[Burrou gh on th e H ill] 2 caru cates of land and

3 bovates. In Kin g Edward’s t im e 4 plou ghs
were there. In demesn e t here is 1 plou gh , and
4 v illeins have 1 plou gh w ith 1 bordar. There
(are) 20 acres of m eadow . I t was worth 5 sh il
lin gs ; n ow (it is wort h) 20 shillin gs. Alw o ld

held it freely.

Hu gh holds of Hen ry 3 caru cates of land in
NEUBOLD [N ewboldFo lville] . In Kin g Edward’s
t im e 4plou ghs were th ere . In demesn e th ere are
1 5 plou ghs, and 4 v illeins have 2 plou ghs. There
(are) 8 acres of m eadow and a m ill renderin g
(de) 1 2 pen ce. It was worth 3 shillings ; n ow
(it is worth) 1 0 sh illin gs. Gam e held it freely .

N igel holds of H en ry in L INTONE [Lin ton ]
1 carucat e of land

,
wast e .

XV. THE LAND OF ROBERT DE

TODENI

IN GERETREU [GARTREB] WAPENTAKE
ROTBERT DE TODENI holds of th e kin g in

HORNIWALE [Horn in ghold] 3 caru cates of land.

In Kin g Edward’s tim e 5 plou ghs were t h ere .
In demesn e th ere are 2 plou ghs. There 8 vil
leins and 3 so chm en wit h 2 bordars have
3 ploughs. There (are) 1 2 acres of m eadow.

Wood(land) 2 fu rlon gs in leng t h and 1 furlon g
in breadth . I t was worth 1 0 shillin gs n ow (it
is worth) 30 shillings.

The sam e R (obert) holds 4 caru cat es o f land
in METORNE [Medbou rn e] . In Kin g Edward’s
t im e 8 plou ghs were t here. In dem esn e t here
are 3 plou ghs and 3 serfs

,
and 1 3 v illeins with

6 bordars hav e 4 plou ghs.
To t his manor pertain 2 caru cat es of land in

BLASTONE [Blaston ] . There 1 5 so chm en hav e
3 plou ghs.

In Derbyshire.

The sam e R (obert) holds 3 caru ca t es of land
in R EDMELDE [R edm ile] . In Kin g Edward’s
t im e 4 plou ghs were th ere . Th is pertains to
Bot t esford. There 2 so chm en w it h 2 bordars
have half a plou gh . I t was and is worth
20 sh illings.

To th e sam e manor of Bot tesford pertain
3 caru cat es of land and 2 bova tes in CNIPTONE
[Kn ipton] . In Kin g Edward ’s t im e 3 ploughs
w ere th ere . There 5 so chm en have 2 plou ghs
and a m ill renderin g (dz ) 5 sh illings and 4 ac res
of m eadow . I t is worth 20 sh illin gs.

is worth ) 4 pou nds.
The sam e R (obert) holds 1 7 caru cates of land

in HERDEBI In KingEdward’s t im e
1 4 plou ghs were t here . In demesn e th ere are

3 (plou ghs) and 8 serfs
,
and 24 so chm en w ith

7 v illeins and 3 bordars have 1 3 ploughs. There
(is) m eadow 5 furlon gs in len g th and 4 furlon gs
in bread th . It was wort h 4 pou nds now (it is
worth) 1 00 sh illings.

The same R (obert) holds 1 5 caru cat es of land
in BARCHBSTONE [Barkeston e] . In Kin g Edward’s
tim e 1 5 plou ghs were there. In dem esn e t here
are 3 plou ghs and 7 serfs

,
and 1 4 v illeins w ith

2 bordars and a priest and 3 o ther v illeins and

2 5 so chm en have 1 1 plou ghs. I t was worth
4 pou nds ; now (it is worth) 1 00 shillin gs.

The sam e R (obert) holds 9 caru cat es of land
in BOTESFORD [Bot tesford] . In Kin g Edward ’s
t im e 2 5 plou ghs were th ere . In dem esn e th ere
are 5 plou ghs and 6 serfs

,
and 1 2 v illeins and

60 so c hm en w ith 5 bordars have 1 5 plou ghs.

There (is) a priest w ith 1 plou gh . There (are)
4 m ills renderin g (de) 40 sh illin gs. I t was

wort h 1 2 pou nds ; n ow (it is wort h) 1 5 pou nds.

Fou r thegns, Osulf
,
Osmu nd

,
R o ulf

,
and

Levric, held th ese lands and c ou ld go w ith th em 47

(cum eis ire po tuerunt) where they wished.

Walter holds 2 caru cat es of land of R obert in
LACHESTONE [Lau gh ton] . In Kin g Edward’s
t ime 3 plou ghs w ere t here. In demesn e t here
is 1 plou gh and 2 serfs ; and 3 v illeins w ith
2 bordars have 1 plou gh . There (are) 8 acres
of m eadow . I t was worth 6 sh illin gs ; no w (it
is worth ) 20 shillin gs .

Osbern holds of R (obert) 2 carucates of land
in LUBEHAM [Lu ben ham] . There is land fo r
3 plou ghs. In dem esn e there are 1 % plou ghs
and 6 v illeins with 2 bordars hav e 1 plou gh .

i.e . in Medbourne. ‘6 Including Plungar.

i.e . could commend themselves and th eir land to
any lord.



(it is worth) 4 pou nds.

R oger h olds of W illiam48 5 caru cat es of land
inCROP’

I
‘
ONE [So u thCrox ton49] andWalt er (holds)

2 5 caru ca tes of land in QUENEBER IE [Qu en by]
and in demesn e th ey have 3 plou ghs and 4 serfs ;
and 7 v illeins w ith 4 bordars who have 1 plough .
There (are) 24 acres of m eadow. I t was worth
1 5 sh illin gs ; n ow it is worth) 3 0 sh illin gs.

In th e sam e v ill 1 F ren chman holds 1 caru
cate of land. I t is worth 5 sh illin gs.

IN FR ANELUND [FR AMLAND] WAPENTAKE
Ivo holds of R obert 1 7 caru cat es of land less 3 5
bovates in CLACHESTONE [Lon g Clawson] . There
is land fo r 1 7 plou ghs. In dem esn e t here are

4 ploughs and 1 2 serfs ; and 1 4 v illeins wit h
2 bordars and 3 0 so chm en have 1 2 plou ghs.
There (are) 20 acres of m eadow . I t was and is

worth 6 pou nds.

G ilbert holds 6 caru ca tes of land of R obert
in H o em-zs [Hose] . There is land fo r 7 plou ghs.
In demesn e there are 2 plou ghs and 2 serfs ; and

5 v illeins and 8 so chm en w it h 1 Fren chman hav e
2 % plou ghs. There (are) 1 8 acres of m eadow.

It was and is worth 40 shillin gs.
fol. 2 34.

Osmu nd and R oger hold of R obert 4 caru

cates of land. There is land fo r 4 plou ghs. In

demesn e th ere are 3 plou ghs and 4 serfs
,
and

4 v illeins w it h 3 bordars hav e half a plou gh .
I t was and is worth 40 sh illin gs.

Odard50 holds of R obert 1 caru cate of land in
BOTLESFORD [Bo t tesford] and Baldric 2 caru ca tes
of land and Clarebald 2 caru cates of land and

R obert 1 caru ca t e of land, Heldu in 1 5» caru cates
of land

,
Gilbert 1 caru cate of land and 4 o ther

F ren chmen 3 7} carucates of land . Altoge th er
‘8 Probably the tenan t of Barkby.
‘9 Al though the form Cropton suggests Cropston

rather than Sou th Croxton , the Leicestershire Survey

demesn e t h ere are 2 plou ghs ; and 1 2 so chm en

w it h 2 v illeins and 3 bordars hav e
“

5 plou ghs.

There (are ) 40 acres of m eadow. I t was worth
40 sh illings n ow it is wort h) 50 sh illin gs. The
said Levric h eld it freely. The so c and sac

pertain to HOLESFORD [Bo t tesford] .5 3

XVI . THE LAND OF ROBERT DE

VECI

IN GUTLACI STAN [GUTHLAXTON] WAPENTAKE
ROTBERT DE VECI h olds of t h e kin g Mo n

TONE [Gilm orton] and Geoffrey (holds it) of
h im . There are 1 4 caru ca t es of land. In

Kin g Edward’s t im e 9 plou ghs were th ere . In

dem esn e t h ere are 2 plou ghs w ith 1 serf ; and

24 so chm en and 4Fren chm en (francigm ae) hav e
5 plou ghs. I t was worth 1 0 sh illin gs ; n ow
(it is worth) 40 sh illings.

Norman holds of R obert 6 caru cates of land
less 2 bovat es in SCENTONE [Sh en ton] . In

Kin g Edward’s t im e 5 plou ghs were t here .
In dem esn e t h ere is 1 (plou gh) ; and 7 villein s
wit h t hree bordars have 2 ploughs. I t was wort h
1 2 pen c e ; n ow (it is worth ) 3 0 sh illin gs.

D u rand holds of R obert 4 caru cat es of lan d
in CLEVELIOR DE [Kilworth] . In Kin g Edward’s
t im e 5 plou ghs were t h ere . In dem esn e t h ere
are 3 plou ghs and 2 serfs ; and 5 villeins w ith
3 bordars have 1 plou gh . There (are) 1 2 acres
o fm eadow. I t was worth 6 sh illings n ow (it
is worth) 30 sh illin gs .

IN GERTR EU [GARTREE] WAPENTAKE
Geoffrey holds of R obert 4 caru cat es of land

in GODMUNDELAI [Gumley] . In Kin g Ed
ward’s t im e 2 plou ghs were th ere . In demesn e
t h ere is 1 (plou gh) and 2 serfs ; and 3 so chm en

‘de Bo isro hard.

’ See In trod . p. 29 3 .

5 ’ As 8 bovates wen t to the carucate the sums
men tioned in th eir en try are really the same, but
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Th ere is land fo r I ] plou ghs. There are 2 vil
leins with 3 bordars who have 1 plou gh . I t was

worth 8 sh illin gs n ow (it is wort h) 1 0 sh illin gs .

Warin holds of R obert 3 5 caru cat es of land
in SUINESFOR D [Swin ford] . In Kin g Edward’s
t ime 4% plou ghs were t here . There 2 m en of
h is have 2 plou ghs. I t was wort h 2 1 sh illin gs
now (it is worth) 20 sh illings. Three th egns
held it.

Hu gh holds of R obert 3 } carucates of land
less 1 v irga te ."8 In Kin g Edward’s tim e 5 plou ghs
were there . In demesn e t h ere is 1 plou gh wit h
1 serf ; and 3 v illeins wit h 3 bordars have 1

plou gh . I twas worth 1 0 shillings ; now (it is
wort h) 20 sh illin gs .

Laubert holds of R obert in t h e sam e v ill 3
caru cates of land and th e fou rt h part of 1 vir
ga te .” In Kin g Edward’s t im e 3 plou ghs were
there . In demesn e t h ere is 1 plou gh ; and 3
v illeins w ith 3 bordars hav e 1 plough . I t was

worth 2 sh illings ; n ow (it is worth) 20 sh illin gs.

Of th e abov e-m en tion ed 8 caru cates of land
Alsi holds 1 caru cates of landand t he fou rth part
o fa v irga te . In dem esn e t here is 1 plou gh with
1 v illein and 1 bordar. There are 1 5 acres o f

m eadow . I t is wort h 5 sh illin gs.
Suavis holds of R obert 2 caru ca tes of land

and 2 bovates in BAR ESWER DE [Husbands Bo s
worth] . There is land fo r 2 plou ghs. There
he has 1 v illein and 2 bordars w ith 1 plou gh .
I t was wort h 2 sh illin gs it is worth 5 sh illin gs.

Ingeld holds of R obert half a caru ca t e of land
in NELVESTONE [I llston ] . There is 1 plough ,
w ith 1 so chm an and 2 bordars. There (are) 2
ac res of m eadow . I t was wort h 2 sh illin gs ;
now (it is worth ) 5 sh illin gs.

The sam e holds of R obert in SLAGESTONE

[Slawston] 1 waste v irgate of land. I t was and

is wort h 4 penc e .

R oger holds of R obert 3 carucat es of land and

2 bovates 5“ in TORP [Thorpe Lan gton] . In

Kin g Edward’s t im e 3 ploughs w ere t h ere . In

demesn e th ere is 1 plou gh w ith 1 serf ; and 2

v illeins w it h 8 bordars have 2 plou ghs. There
(are) 4 acres of m eadow. I t was worth 8
sh illin gs ; now (it is worth) 1 0 sh illin gs.

Gilbert holds 6 carucates of land of R obert in
WALENDEHAM [Welham] . In Kin g Edward’s
t im e 5 plou ghs were th ere . In dem esn e th ere
are 2 plou ghs and 7 v illeins wit h a priest hav e
2 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill renderin g (dz) 3
sh illin gs and 42 ac res of m eadow . It was

5° i.e . 3 } carucates. 5 ’ i.e . halfa bovate .
5” I twou ld seem that this represen ts the 3 caru cates

and 1 virgate held in the Leicestershire Survey by
R ichard Basset in Langton .

worth 8 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 2 5 sh illin gs.

Earl R alf held it.

Godw in and Fran e held 2 ) caru ca tes of land
in SLACHESTONE [Slawston] . In Kin g Edward ’s
t im e 5 plou ghs were th ere. In dem esn e t here
is 1 (plou gh) ; and 4 v illeins w ith 4 bordars
hav e 1 plough . It was wort h 3 sh illings ; no w

(it is worth) 1 6 (shillin gs) .

fol. 2 345 .

IN Go saco r a WAPENTAKE
Ingald holds of R obert in R ERESBI [R earsby]

2 caru cates of land less 2 bovat es. In Kin g
Edward’s t im e 2 plou ghs were th ere . In de

m esn e th ere is 1 (plou gh) andhalf a m ill renderin g
(de) 2 shillin gs and 8 acres of m eadow . It was

wort h 3 sh illin gs n ow (it is worth) 1 0
'

sh illin gs.

Alno d h eld it w ith sac and so c .

Gerard holds of R obert 3 caru ca tes of land in
GR IMESTONE [Grimston] . In Kin g Edward’s
t im e 3 3} ploughs were t h ere . In dem esn e th ere
is 1 plou gh and 5 v illeins w it h 2 so chm en have
3 plou ghs. I t was wort h 3 shillin gs ; n ow (it is
wort h ) 1 0 sh illin gs.

R o tbert holds of R obert 2 caru cates of land
in SEGR AVE [Seagrave] . In Kin g Edward’s t im e
2 plou ghs w ere t here . In demesn e th ere is
1 plou gh and (th ere are ) 3 v illeins w it h 3 bo r
dars. There (are) 7 acres of m eadow . I t

was worth 1 2 pen ce ; n ow (it is worth) 5
sh illin gs.

The sam e holds of R obert 1 2 caru cates of
land in LUDINTONE [Loddin g ton] . In Kin g
Edward’s tim e 1 2 plou ghs were t here . In de

m esn e t h ere is 1 (plou gh) and 5 so chm en w it h
3 ,v illeins and 3 bordars have 1 5 plou ghs. There
is a m ill rendering(de) 1 6 penc e.

Gerard holds hal f of t h is land and has th ere
1 plough in demesn e and4 so chm en and 4 vil

leins wit h 4 bordars hav e 2 5 plou ghs. There
(are) 20 acres of m eadow. Wood(land) half a
leagu e in len g th and 4 furlon gs in bread th . I t

was wort h 5 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 20
sh illin gs.

Ansfrid h olds 1 caruca t e of land in D ALBI
[Grea t Dalby] of R obert. There is land fo r
1 plou gh . There are 3 v illeins w it h 1 bordar
and 1 0 acres of m eadow . I twas wort h 1 2 penc e ;
n ow (it is worth) 3 shillings.

Hu gh holds of R obert 6 carucat es of land in
R AGBNDELE [R agdale] . In KingEdward’s t im e
6 plou ghs were th ere . In dem esn e t here is
1 (plou gh) ; and 4 so chm en hav e ano th er. There
(are) 3 0 acres of m eadow. It was wort h
1 6 pen ce ; n ow (it is worth) 20 shillings.



The w ife of R obert Bu rdet holds of R obert
2 carucat es of land in R ADECLIVE [R atclifl

'

e on
the W reak] . In Kin g Edward’s t im e 4-plou ghs
were t h ere . There 3 v illein s w it h 2 bordars
h ave 1 plou gh . There (is) a m ill rendering (de)
3 sh illin gs and 1 2 acres of m eadow .

IN FR ANELUND [FRAMLAND] WAPENTAKE
G irard holds of R obert 5 caru cat es of land in

H OLEWELLE [Holwell] and in CH ETELBI [Ab
K et tleby] 6 caru cates of land. In Kin g Edward ’s
t im e 1 0 plou ghs were th ere . In dem esn e th ere
a re 2 plou ghs

,
and 7 v illeins wit h 4bordars w it h a

priest and 6 so chm en have 5 plou ghs. Meadow
( is) th ere, 3 fu rlongs in len g th and half a furlon g
in breadth . I t was wort h 8 sh illin gs ; now (it
is worth) 60 sh illin gs.

The sam e Girard holds of R obert in HERTEBI

[Harby] 1 caru ca te o f land. There is lan d fo r
1 plou gh 2 so chm en w it h 3 bordars have t h is
( plou gh) th ere . I t is wort h 5 sh illings.

Ansfrid holds of R obert 3 5 caru cates of land
in W IMUNDESHAM [Wymondham] . In Kin g
Edward’s tim e 3 ploughs were there . In d e
m esn e th ere is 1 (plou gh), and 5 v illeins and

4 so chm en w ith 2 bordars hav e 3 ploughs.

T here (are) 3 0 acres of m eadow . I t was worth
2 sh illin gs n ow (it is worth) 3 0 sh illings.

R al f pipin 6° held of R obert 6 caru cat es of land
in GOLTEBI [Goadby Marwood] and half a

c aru cat e of land in SCALD EFOR D [Scalford] . In

Kin g Edward’s t im e 6 ] plou ghs were t here . In

dem esn e t h ere is 1 plou gh and 6 so chm en wit h
1 bordar have 2 plou ghs. I t was wort h 6 sh il
lin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 2 2 shillings . There
(are) 26 acres of m eadow .

Those who h eld t hese lands in Kin g Edward’s
t im e cou ld go where they w ish ed (qua vo /uerunt

i re po tuerunt) ex c ept on e called Seric who h eld
3 carucates of land in R agendel [R agdale] , bu t
h e c ou ld n o t w ithdraw anywhere w ith it (no n
po tera t cum ea a licubi recedere).

5° In Ragdal e parish, now depopulated.
6° Piplu is in terlined.

belongs to a c ertain so chm an of t h e kin g’s. It

was worth 1 0 shillin gs n ow (it is worth) 8 shil
lin gs.

IN Go ssco r n WAPENTAKE
R oger holds of R oger 2 caru ca tes of land in

W IMUNDESWALD [Wymeswold] . I n Kin g
Edward’s time 3 plou ghs were t h ere ; 6 v illeins
w it h 2 Fren chm en (fram igem

'

s) have these
(plou ghs) th ere . There (are) 3 0 acres o fm eadow .

I t is worth 1 0 sh illin gs.

IN FRANLUND [FRAMLAND] WAPENTAKE
The sam e R oger holds SALTEE I [Salt by] .

6 1

There are 2 h ides and 3 caru cates of land . In

Kin g Edward ’s t im e 2 8 plou ghs were there . In

dem esn e there are 6 plou ghs and 1 6 se rfs and

24 v ille ins and 2 3 so chm en w ith 1 4 bordars
have 20 plou ghs. There (are) 2 m ills renderin g
(de) 8 sh illin gs and 40 ac res of m eadow . I t was

worth 9 pou nds ; n ow (it is worth) 1 0 pou nds.

Morcar held it.

R ichard holds ofR ogerW IVOR DEBIE [VVyfo rd
by] . There are 5 caru ca tes o fland and4; bova tes.

In Kin g Edward ’s t im e 5 plou ghs were th ere .
I n dem esn e there is 1 (plough) and 7 serfs ; and

1 2 v illeins w ith 8 bordars have 5 % ploughs.

There (are) 1 4 ac res of m eadow and 2 m ills
worth (de) 1 0 sh illings. I t was and is worth
40 sh illin gs.

The sam e holds of R oger 3 caru cates of land
in BURTONE [Burton Lazars] . In K in g
Edward ’s t im e 4 ploughs were th ere . In

dem esn e th ere is 1 (plough) ; and 5 v illeins
wit h 4 bordars have 2 ploughs. There (are )
3 acres of m eadow. I t was and is worth
20 sh illin gs.

XIX . THE LAND OF ROBERT
DISPENSATOR

ROTBERT D I SPENSATOR holds of th e kin g
5 caru ca tes of land in LEGR E [Leire] . The re
is land fo r 3 plou ghs. In dem esn e t h ere are
1 5 (plou ghs) and 4 v illein s w it h a priest and

6‘Including Bescaby and probably Garthorpe.



There 3 v illeins with 3 bordars hav e half a
plough . There (are) 6 acres of m eadow . It

was and is wort h 5 shillin gs. fE ilm ar h eld
it freely .
The sam e holds 1 carucate of land in

SUTONE [Su t ton in th e E lms] . There is land
“2

. There 2 so chm en have half a plou gh .
Wood(land) 3 fu rlon gs in lengt h and 2 furlongs
in bread th . I t was and is wort h 2 sh illin gs.

The sam e holds 2 carucates of land in R EDE
CL I VE [R at cliffe Cu ley] . There is land 62

.

In demesn e t here is 1 (plou gh) and 2 serfs ;
and 6 v illeins with 2 bordars have 1 plou gh .
I t was and is wort h 20 sh illin gs.

The same holds 1 ; caru cat es of land in

SACRESTONE [Shackerston e] . There is land .

63

There 5 v ille ins have 1 plough . There R obert
was seised (ra isifvit) of IQ caru cates of land.

H enry (de) Fe re ires“4 claims it again st (super)
h im . There are 1 0 acres of meadow. I t

was and is wort h 5 sh illings.

The same holds half a caru ca te of land in
CUNINGESTONE [Con gerston e] . There 1 v illein
w it h 1 bordar has half a plou gh . It was and is

worth 2 sh illings.

The same holds 1 caru ca te of land in SNAR
CHETONE. [Snareston e] . Th is is wast e .

The sam e holds 1 caru cat e of land in

ODESTONE [Odsto ne] . There is land.

63 There
3 so chm en have 1 plou gh . There (are) 6 acres
of m eadow. It was and is worth 1 0 sh illings.

Hen ry de Fere ires c laims t h is land. The so c
of these 2 caru cat es belon gs (facet) to th e above
m en tion ed v ill.

The sam e holds 1 carucat e of land in

FLECH ENIE [Fleckn ey] . I t is wast e
,
and n ever

theless it is worth 1 2 pen ce.

The sam e holds 1 1 carucates of land and

3 bovat es in WI STANESTOV [Wistow] . In King
Edward’s tim e 8 plou ghs were t here . In

dem esn e t here are 2 (plou ghs) w ith 1 serf and

5 v illeins w ith 5 bordars and 9 so chm en hav e
4 plou ghs ; and 2 Fren chm en (francigenae) are

th ere
,
and ( there is) a m ill rendering (dz) 2 shil

lings and 1 0 acres of m eadow . It was wort h
20 sh illin gs n ow (it is worth) 50 shillin gs.

The sam e holds 5 carucates of land and

6 bovates in CH IBURDE [Kibwort h Beau champ] .
In Kin g Edward’s t im e 5 plou ghs were th ere .
There 8 v illeins wit h 6 bordars hav e 2 plou ghs.

There (are) 1 2 acres of m eadow . I t was wort h
1 0 shillings ; n ow (it is worth) 3 0 sh illin gs.

Edw in and Alferd held t hese three lands“
freely w ith sac and so c .

fol. 2 3 5 .

The sam e R obert holds 6 carucat es o f land in
CH IBURDE [Kibworth Beau champ] . In King
Edward’s t im e 3 plou ghs w ere t h ere. In

dem esn e th ere are 25 ploughs and 3 serfs ; and

9 v illeins w it h 2 bordars have 2 } plou ghs.
There (are) 1 2 acres of m eadow. I t was

wort h 3 0 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 40
shillin gs.

The sam e holds 1 carucat e of land and

2 bova tes in W ITENESTO [Wistow] . It is wast e,
and n evertheless it is wort h 2 sh illings.

The sam e holds 3 caruca tes of land in TI LE
TONE [Tilton] . In demesn e th ere are 2 plou ghs
and 1 3 v illeins w it h a priest and 1 bordar hav e
3 ploughs. There are 8 acres of m eadow . I t

was and is wort h 20 sh illin gs. fElm ar h eld
th ese lands wit h sac and so c .

The sam e holds in NORTONE [East Norton]
4Q~ caru cates of land. In dem esn e t here is

1 plou gh ; and 6 v illeins w it h 2 so chm en and
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The sam e holds of Guy 1 1 caru cates o fland
in BAR ESWORDE [Husbands Bosworth] . There
is land fo r 1 2 plou ghs. There 20 so chm en

w it h 5 bordars hav e 6 plou ghs. There (are)
20 acres of m eadow. I t was wort h 3 0 sh illings ;
n ow (it is worth) 20 sh illings. These two lands
belon g to Stan ford. Levric held (them ).

XXIIII . THE LAND OF GUY DE

CREDUN

IN FRANELUN [FRAMLAND] WAPENTAKE
GUY DE CR EDUN holds of th e kin g 8 caru cat es

o f land in STOVENEBI [Ston esby] . In King
Edward

’

s t im e 8 ploughs were th ere . In de

m esn e there are 3 plou ghs and 7 serfs ; and

4 v illeins w ith 5 bordars and 1 1 so chm en hav e
6 ploughs. There (are) 60 acres of m eadow .

I t was wort h 20 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth)
60 sh illings.

The sam e holds in WALTHAM [Waltham on
th e Wolds] caru cates of land wit h sac and

so c and half a caru cat e of land w ithou t sac and

so c . The valu e (petunia ) of t h is land is en t ered
(a rm amera ta ) above .”

Warin holds of Guy in SPROTONE [Sprox ton]
3 caru cates of land. There is land fo r 3 plou ghs.

In dem esn e t here is 1 (plough) and 2 serfs and

7 so chm en with 1 v illein have 2 plou ghs.

There (is) a m ill renderin g (de) 4 sh illin gs and
1 5 acres of m eadow . I t was worth 20 sh illings ;
now (it is worth) 40 sh illings.

XXV . THE LAND OF WILLIAM
PEVREL

IN GUTLACI STAN [GUTHLAXTON) WAPEN

TAKE
W ILL IAM Psvmsx. holds of th e kingFo sr o m :

[Fo sto n] . There is half a h ide . There is land
fo r 5 ploughs. In dem esn e t here are 2 (plou ghs)
and 2 serfs and 1 bondwoman (a nd /la ) and
1 1 so chm en w ith 8 v illeins and 4 bordars hav e



The sam e William holds 5 caru ca tes of land
in SEWESTEN [Sewstern] . In King Edward’s
tim e 5 plou ghs were th ere . In demesne there is
1 plou gh ; and 6 villeins with 1 so chm an have
1 5 plou ghs. I t was wort h 3 sh illin gs ; now it
is worth) 1 0 sh illin gs. Th is land is IN FRANK
LUN [FRAMLAND] WAPENTAKB.

”

XXVII I . THE LAND OF GEOFFREY
ALSELIN

IN GER ETREU [GARTR BE] WAPENTAKE
GEOFFREY ALSELIN holds of the kin g 6 caru

ca tes of land in ALCTONE [Halla ton] , andNorman
(holds) of h im . In KingEdward’s t im e 8 ploughs
w ere there . In dem esn e t here are 2 plou ghs and
2 serfs, and 1 9 v illeins wit h 1 so chm an and 1 free
m an (libero bom ine) and 3 bordars have 6 plou ghs.
There (is) wood(land) 4 furlon gs in len g th and

2 fu rlon gs in breadth . I twas wort h 60 sh illings,
n ow (it is wort h) 1 00 sh illin gs .

The sam e Norman holds of Geoffrey in

GOUTEBI [Goadby] 3 caru cates of land. In

Kin g Edward’s tim e 2 plou ghs were t here . In

demesn e t here is half a plou gh wit h 1 serf and

4 v illeins w ith 2 bordars have 1 plou gh . Wood
(land) 4 fu rlon gs in len g t h and 2 furlon gs in
breadt h . It was and is worth 20 sh illin gs.

The sam e Norman holds of Geoffrey in

CHEITORP [Keyth o rpe] 1 caru cate of land. One

plou gh was t here in Kin g Edward’s t ime. There
1 so chm an w it h 2 v illeins and 1 bordar has 7 3
1 plou gh . There (are) 1 0 acres of wood(land).
I t was worth 5 sh illin gs, n ow (it is worth)
6 sh illin gs.

The sam e Norm an holds of Geo fl
’

rey 1 2 caru

cat es of land in BI LLBSDONE [Billesdon] . In King
Edward’s t im e 1 2 plou ghs were th ere . In de

m esn e th ere (n eit h er) was n o r is any th in g .“
There 4 so chm en w ith 3 v illeins and 2 bordars
have 2 plou ghs. There (are) 1 0 acres o f

m eadow .

7’ In the margin iswrit ten , sr o raw x iii. W’
.

’3 ‘Habm t
’
in MS.

7‘i.e . there were no ploughs in demesne.
I

Toch i held all t his land 7 5 with sac and so c .

7° i.e . Geoffrey Alselin's.
7° i.e . Norton .
7 7

and Ulf’ is an in terlineation

XXIX. THE LAND OF GEOFFREY
DE WIRCE

GEOFFREY DEWIRCE holds of th e kin g 3 caru
ca tes of land in STANTON} : [Stan ton u nderBardon] .
In Kin g Edward’s t im e 4 plou ghs were t h ere.
In dem esn e there is 1 plou gh ; and 1 3 v illeins
w it h 5 bordars have 3 plou ghs. Wood (land) (is)
there 1 league in len g th and half a leagu e in
breadt h . I t was and is worth 2 sh illin gs. Kin g
W illiam gave th is land to Geoffrey in exchan ge
( pro rommuta tiane) fo r th e v ill wh ich is called
Tu rch ieesto ne [Thu rcaston] , and (h e gave) t h is
(land) wh ic h follows 76 likewise .

The same Geoffrey holds 4% caru cat es of land
in NORTONE [East Norton ] . In K in g Edward’s
t im e 3 plou ghs were there . In demesn e th ere are
1 % plou ghs ; and 3 v illeins w it h 1 so c hm an and

1 bordar have 1 plough . There (is) a m ill render
ing (de) 2 sh illin gs and 3 ac res of m eadow and

3 acres of wood(land). I t was and is worth
1 0 sh illin gs. Alw in and U lf77 held (it) freely .

IN FR ANELUND [FRAMLAND] WAPENTAKE
The sam e Geoffrey holdsMEDELTONE [Melton

Mowbray] . There are 7 h ides and 1 caru cate
of land and 1 bova t e . In each h ide there are

1 4} caru cat es of land. In demesn e there are
4 plou ghs and 4 serfs ; and 20 v illeins w ith
2 priests and 1 4 bordars hav e 6; plou ghs. The
m erchan ts (merca to res) render 20 sh illings ; and

2 m ills (render) 2 5 sh illings. There (are) 20 acres
of m eadow . Wood(land) 1 furlon g in len g th and
1 furlon g in breadth . It was worth 1 00 shillin gs,
now (it is worth) 8 pou nds. To th is m anor there
belong (adiacm t) th ese m embers.

In Fredebi [Freeby] , (there are) 1 0 carucates
o f land and 30 acres of m eadow.

In W o rdebi [Wyfordby] , 1 1
2
» caru cat es of land

and half a bovat e, and 6 acres of m eadow .

In Burto ne [Bu rton Lazars] , 1 2 carucat es of
land, less 1 bovat e and 1 2 acres of m eadow .



and 1 3 bordars who hav e 43 plou ghs. The whole
was worth when (Geoffrey) rec eiv ed it 4 pou nds
and 1 0 sh illin gs. Now (it is worth) 1 5 pou nds
and 1 0 sh illings.

Levric th e so n of Lewin h eld t h is land in
Kin g Edward’s tim e w ith sac and so c .

In ALEB1 E [We lby] th ere are 8 caru ca tes of
land

,
less 2 bovates, wh ich belon g to Medelto ne

[Melton Mowbray] . F ive ploughs were there .
Now 1 6 so c hm en have 5 plou ghs there and 6

ac res of m eadow . I t w as wort h 1 0 sh illin gs,
now (it is worth) 40 shillings.

IN GUTLACI STAN [GUTHLAXTON] WAPENTAKE
Walter holds of Geoffrey 8 caru ca t es of land

in ULESTORP [U llesthorpe] . Six ploughs w ere
t here . In d em esn e th ere are 2 (plou ghs) and

4 serfs and (there are) 9 v illeins and 4 bordars
w ith 2 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill renderin g (de)
1 6 penc e and 1 6 acres of m eadow . I t was worth
1 0 sh illin gs

,
n ow (it is worth) 3 0 sh illin gs.

Alfrid holds of Geoffrey 2 caru cat es of land in
L I LINGE Four plou ghs were t here.
In dem esn e t here is 1 plou gh and 2 serfs ; and

9 v illeins w ith 3 bordars hav e 2 plou ghs. It was

worth 1 0 sh illin gs
,
n ow (it is worth) 20 sh illin gs .

R obert holds of Geoffrey in BETMESWELLE

[Bit t eswell] 1 carucate of land. There is 1 bo r
dar. It was and is worth 1 2 pen ce .

Alwin holds of Geoffrey in STORMODE [Stor
worth] 1 caru ca te of land. On e plou gh was

th ere
,
and is (th ere) likew ise now w ith 2 v illeins

and 1 bordar. It was and is wort h 5 sh illin gs.

Alwin holds of Geoffrey in SU INFORD [Sw in
ford] 1 caru ca t e of land. It is waste ; n ever
theless it is wort h 2 shillin gs.

IN GERETREU [GARTREE] WAPENTAKE
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XXXVI . THE LAND OF DROGO DE

BEURERE

IN FRANLUND [FR AMLAND] WAPENTAKE
DR o o o DE BEURERE holds of th e kin g 1 2 caru

cates of land in OVRETONE [Cold O verton] and

Fu le (holds) of h im . 1 2 plou ghs were t here .
In demesn e t h ere is 1 plou gh ; and 8 v illeins
with a priest and 4 so chm en and 4 bordars hav e
5 plou ghs. There (are) 3 0 acres of m eadow
and th e sam e ex ten t of spin n ey (nemaris). I t

was and is worth 50 sh illings.

IN GOSECOT[E] WAPENTAKE
Adelelm holds of D rogo 4 carucates of land

and 2 bovates in HOEIE [Hoby] . 4 plou ghs
were th ere . In dem esn e t here is 1 plou gh ;
and 8 v illein s wit h 4 bordars hav e 1 plou gh .
There (are) 6 acres of m eadow . I t was worth
2 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth) 20 shillings.

U lfheld it w ith so c and so c .

XXXVII . THE LAND OF MAINO
THE BRETON

MA INO t he Breton holds of th e kin g LUTKE
SURDE [Lu t terwort h] . There are 1 3 caru cates
of land. 9 ploughs w ere th ere. In demesn e
t here are 3 plou ghs and 2 serfs and 1 bond
woman (ancilla) ; and 6 v illeins wit h 7 bordars
and 1 2 so chm en have 4 plou ghs. There (are)
1 2 acres of m eadow . I t was and is wort h
7 pou nds. Earl R alf held there 3 lands.

78“

The sam e holds 2 caru cates of lands in

MINSTRETONE [Misterton] . 2 plou ghs w ere
t here . Now 1 so chm an w it h 1 bordar has

there 1 plou gh . I t was and is worth 20 sh il
lin gs.
The sam e holds in TORP [Cat thorpe] 2 caru

cat es of land. 2 plou ghs were t here. Now in
demesn e h e has 1 5 ploughs and a m ill rendering
(de) 2 sh illin gs. It was and is worth 20 sh illin gs.

XXXVIII . THE LAND OF OGER THE

BRETON

IN GUTLACI STAN [GUTHLAXTON] WAPENTAKE
OGER th e Bre ton holds in CILEBI [Kilby] of
the king 2 parts (th irds) of 1 h ide, t ha t is 1 2

caru cates of land. 8 plou ghs were th ere. In

dem esn e th ere are 2 plou ghs and 2 serfs ; and

9 v illeins w ith 7 bordars and 1 0 so chm en have
4 plou ghs. There (is) a m ill renderin g (de) 2 sh il
lin gs and 1 2 acres of m eadow . I t was and is

worth 40 sh illings . Eur h eld it freely in Kin g
Edward’s tim e.

73‘Apparen tly this refers to Lu t terworth,Misterton,
and Catthorpe.

The sam e cou n tess holds in COSSEBI [Cosby]
8 caruca t es of land. 6 plou ghs were t h ere .
Now 2 6 so chm en have t here 5 plou ghs. There
(are) 20 acres of m eadow . It was worth
30 shillings. Now t hese two lands are worth
1 00 sh illings.

In FRELLESWORDE [Fro leswo rth] th e cou n tess
holds 6 caru ca tes of land. 6 plou ghs were t here.
Now 1 4 so chm en : have t h ere 5 plou ghs and

8 acres of m eadow. I t is wort h 40 sh illin gs.

In SCERNEFORD [Sharnford] th e c ou n tess holds
1 carucat e of land. I t was and is worth 3 2
penc e.

In WI LECHEBI [Willou ghby Waterless] th e
cou n t ess holds 5 carucat es of land less 1 v irga te.
5 plou ghs w ere t here . Now 1 3 so chm en hav e
t here 3 ploughs and 1 4 ac res of m eadow . I t

was wort h 3 0 shillin gs ; n ow (it is worth )
40 sh illings.

In HADR E [H ea th er] t h e cou n t ess holds
4 carucates of land. There were 2 plou ghs.
Now 4 v illeins hav e th ere 1 plou gh . It was

wort h 1 6 penc e ; now (it is wort h) 20 sh illin gs.

ALBINGI

IN G05Ec0T[E] WAPENTAKE
N IGEL de ALBENGI holds of th e kin g in SELA

[Seal] 2 caru ca t es of land
,
and Humfrey (h olds)

of him . There is 1 plou gh in dem esn e. I t
was wort h 1 2 pen ce n o w (it is wort h) 5 sh il
lings.

Tu rch il holds of N igel in DUNTONE [D o n

ingto n le Hea th] 3 h ides. (There is) land fo r
6 ploughs. There is 1 v illein and 4 acres of
m eadow. Wood(land)

'half a leagu e in len g t h
and 4 fu rlongs in breadth . I t was wort h 20

shillin gs ; no w (it is worth) 2 sh illings. (N igel)
rec eived it wast e.

XL . THE LAND OF THE COUNTESS
JUDITH

IN GUTLACISTAN [GUTHLAXTON] WAPEN
’

I
‘
AKE

JUD ITH th e Cou n t ess holds in OLDBBI [Oadby]
9 caru ca tes of land and 2 bovates. 9 plo u ghs
were th ere and 45 so chm en with 1 1 bordars
and 3 serfs have so m any plou ghs there . There
(are) 3 0 acres of m eadow . I t was worth
40 sh illin gs n ow (it is worth ) 60 sh illin gs.

The sam e cou n t ess holds in PETLINGE [Peat
ling Magna] 4 carucat es of land. 2 plou ghs
w ere th ere . Now 4 so chm en w it h 2 bordars
have t here 1 plou gh . There (are) 8 acres of
m eadow.



to n Astley] . 2 plou ghs were th ere. Now
8 so chm en w it h 2 bordars hav e th ere 3 plou ghs.
I t was wort h 1 0 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth)
20 sh illin gs.

The sam e holds 2 caru cates of land in

MER CHENEFELD [Markfield] . 2 ploughs were
there. Now th ere are 2 bordars. Wood(land)
6 furlongs in length '

and 4 furlon gs in breadth .
The whole was wort h 2 shillings ; now (it is
worth) 1 0 sh illings. Ulf held it freely in Kin g
Edward’s t im e.

The sam e Hu gh holds 2 caru cates of land in
ELVELEGE 2 plou ghs were t h ere.
Now in demesn e h e has 1 plou gh wit h 2 serfs ;
and th ere are 2 v illeins. Wood(land) 4 fu rlon gs
in len gt h and 2 furlon gs in bread t h . It was

worth 2 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 1 0 sh illings.

The sam e Hu gh holds in R ICOLTORP
2 carucat es o f land. 2 plou ghs were th ere .
Now ( t h ere are) 2 v illeins and a m ill renderin g
(de) 4 shillin gs and 8 acres of meadow. I t was

and is wort h 1 0 sh illings.

Hu gh Bu rdet holds of t he c ou ntess 2 ; caru
cat es of land in R ERESBI [R earsby] . There is
1 plough in demesn e and a priest w it h 1 v illein
and 3 bordars and a m ill renderin g (de) 2 sh illin gs
and 1 0 acres o f m eadow . I t was wort h 1 0 sh il
lin gs n ow (it is worth ) 20 sh illin gs.

The sam e holds 6; caru cat es of land in ALBEI
[Welby] . 4 plou ghs were th ere. Now in de
m esn e t h ere are 1 5 ploughs ; and 7 v illeins w it h
2 so chm en and 3 bordars hav e 1 ] plou ghs.

From a share (pa rte) of th e m ill 3 sh illin gs
,
and

(th ere are) 1 2 acres of m eadow . It was wort h
1 0 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is wort h) 20 shillin gs.

The sam e holds half a caru cate of land in
SIXTENEBI [Sysonby] . There 1 so chm an has

1 plou gh . I t was wort h 8 pen ce ; n ow (it is
worth) 2 sh illin gs. Alden held it freely .

IN GERETREU [GARTR EE] WAPENTAKE
R obert de Bu ci holds of th e cou n t ess 7 caru

cat es of land in LOBENHO [Lu ben ham] . 6 ploughs
were there. No w there are 2 plp ughs in de

mesn e and 3 serfs ; and 8 v illeinswit h 3 bordars
and 2 Fren chm en (francigenae) have 4 plou ghs.
There (are) 20 acres of m eadow. I t was worth
1 0 shillin gs n ow (it is worth) 60 sh illings.

The sam e R obert holds 7 5 caru cates of land
in FOXTONE [F 6 plou ghs were there.

The same holds 9 caru ca tes of land in GUT

MUND ESLEA [Gumley] . 6 plou ghs were there .
Now there is in demesn e 1 plou gh and 2 serfs
and 6 v illeins w ith a priest and 5 bordars and

1 freeman (libero bom z
'

ne) hav e 5 ploughs. There
(are) 20 acres of m eadow . I t was worth 1 0 shil
lin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 40 sh illings. Three
t hegns held it freely.

The sam e holds 3 caruca tes of land in BUGE
DONE [Great Bowden] . 4 ploughs were there .
Now in dem esn e (there is) 1 plou gh and 4 vil

leins wit h 8 bordars have 2 plou ghs. There (are)
1 5 acres of m eadow. I t was worth 1 0 sh illin gs
n ow (it is worth) 20 shillin gs.

The sam e holds 2 } caru cat es of land in

ACTOR ? [O th o rpe] . 3 plou ghs were t here .
Now in demesn e t here are 2 plou ghs ; and

8 v illeins w ith 2 so chm en and 4 bordars have
fol.
2 plou ghs. There (are) 9 acres of meadow .

Wood(land) 2 furlon gs in len gth and 1 fu rlong
in bread t h . I t was wort h 8 sh illings ; n ow (it
is worth ) 40 shillings.

The sam e R obert h olds of t h e cou n t ess
1 caru ca te of land in BLADESTONE [Blaston] .
There is 1 v illein . It was worth 1 0 pen ce ;
now (it is worth) 2 sh illin gs. R obert de T o den i

has th e so c of t h is land.

7 93

The same holds 3 caru cates of land in STo c
TONE [Stockerston] . 4 plou ghs were there. Now
in dem esn e (th ere is) 1 plou gh ; and 2 v ille ins
wit h 1 so chm an have 1 plou gh . There (is) a
m ill renderin g (de) 2 sh illin gs ; and 8 acres of
m eadow . Wood(land) 5 fu rlon gs in len gth and
2 furlon gs in breadth . I t was wort h 7 sh illin gs ;
now (it is worth) 20 shillings.

Hugh de Grentem aisn il holds of th e cou n t ess
3 caru cates of land in GLOR STONE [Glooston] .
3 plou ghs were th ere . Now in demesn e (t here
is) 1 plou gh and 6 v illeins w it h 2 bordars hav e
2 plou ghs. There (are) 4 acres of m eadow.

Wood(land) 3 furlon gs in len g th and I fu rlong
in bread th . I t was worth 3 sh illin gs ; now (it
is worth) 30 sh illin gs.

R obert holds of th e cou n t ess 1 1 caru cat es of
land in SCALDEFOR D [Scalford] . 1 2 plou ghs

7°Near H allaton in Gartree wapen take.
”3 H e held 2 carucates in Blaston belonging to h is
manor of Medbourne, to which doubtless the ‘so c ’

of this carucate pertained.



Wood(land) 1 fu rlon g in len g th and 1 in breadth .
I t was and is worth 40 sh illings.

R obert holds of t h e cou n tess 2 carucates of
land less 2 bovat es in OLDEBI [Oadby] and

WICH INGESTONB [Great Wigston] . 1gplou ghs
were there . Now there is 1 bordar. I t was

and is worth 2 shillings.

Grimbald holds of th e cou n tess 7 carucates of
land in OSULVESTONE [Owston] . 1 2 plou ghs
were there . Now in dem esn e (th ere are)
2 plou ghs ; and 1 5 v illeins w ith 3 bordars have
6 plou ghs. There 1 Fren chman (francigena) has
1 plou gh w it h 3 bordars. There (are) 3 0 acres
of meadow. Wood(land) 5 fu rlongs in len g t h
and 1 furlong in breadth . I t was worth 5 0 sh il
lings ; now (it is worth) 3 pou nds. Turch il held
it with sac and so c .

Grimbald holds of the cou n tess 5 caru ca tes of
land in ADELACHESTONE [Allex ton] . 5 ploughs
were th ere . Now in dem esn e (there is) 1 plou gh
and 4 v illeins w it h 4 bordars have 1 plou gh .
There (is) a m ill rendering (de) 2 shillings. I t

was worth 1 0 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth)
20 sh illin gs.

Osbern holds of t he cou n tess 2 caru ca tes of
land in ST-AN'I‘ONE [Ston ton Wyv ille] . 1 plou gh
was t here . Now in demesn e (there is) half a

plough and 1 0 acres of meadow. I t is worth
4 sh illin gs.

Az o holds of th e cou n tess 2 carucates of land
in CRAWEHO [Cranoe] . 3 plou ghs were there .
Now in demesn e (there is) 1 plou gh and 4 vil

leins have an other. There (are) 4 acres of m ea

do w . Wood(land) 4 furlongs in lengt h and

2 furlon gs in breadth . I twas worth 8 shillin gs
n ow (it is worth) 20 sh illings .

Gilbert holds 1 caru cat e of land inWELEHAM

[Welham] . It is waste and n evertheless it is
worth 3 sh illin gs.

Gundu in holds 2 carucates of land in DED IC
WORDE [Theddin gworth] . 1 plou gh was t here .

an oth er. There (are) 3 acres o f m eadow . I t
was and is wort h 20 sh illin gs.

Feggo holds of th e cou n t ess 1gcaru cates of
land

'

ln GADESBI [Gaddesby] . 1 plou gh was

t h ere . Now in dem esn e (t here is) 1 plou gh wit h
1 bordar. There (is) a m ill rendering (de)
1 2 pen c e

,
and 3 ac res of meadow. It was and

is wort h 5 shillin gs.

O th ingar holds of th e cou n tess half a caru

cat e of land in GADESBI [Gaddesby] . Half a
plough was t here and is (there) n ow and

(th ere are) 2 acres of meadow
,
and half a m ill

rendering (de) 2 shillin gs. I t was and is worth
5 sh illin gs.

IN GOSECOTE WAPENTAKE
Grimbald holds of t h e cou n tess half a caru

cat e of land in ADELACHESTONE [Allex ton] . In

demesn e th ere is half a plough , anda m ill render
ing (de) 1 6 pen c e. It is worth 5 shillin gs.

IN FRANLUND [FRAMLAND] WAPENTAKE
Hu gh Musard holds of the cou n t ess 5 caru

cates of land in SAXEBI [Sax by] . 6 plou ghs were
th ere. Now in dem esn e (there is) 1 plou gh ;
and 2 v illeins w it h 6 so chm en hav e 3 plou ghs.

'

There (are) 60 acres of m eadow and a m ill

Wlsi holds of th e cou n tess in BROCHESBI

[Brooksby] 6 bova t es of land. 1 plou gh was
t here . Now in dem esn e (th ere is) 1 plou gh wit h
2 bordars and 4 acres of m eadow . I t was and is

wort h 4 shillin gs.

Godwin holds 1 carucate of land and 2 bo

vates in ALEBI [Welby] . I t is wast e ; n ever
theless it is wort h 3 sh illings.

Ralf holds of th e cou n tess half a carucat e of
land in ALEBI [Welby] . It is waste ; n ever
theless it is wort h 2 sh illings.
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1 bondwoman ; and 1 1 v illeins w it h 1 3 bo r

dars have 1 1 plou ghs. There (are) 3 m ills
renderin g (de) 3 0 sh illings. Wood(land) 1 leagu e
in lengt h and 4 fu rlon gs in breadth . Earl
Harold held this m an or with th e appendages
u nderwrit ten .

In DUNINTONE [Castle D on in g ton] 5 caru
cates of land and m eadow 3 furlon gs in lengt h
and 1 furlon g in breadt h .
In Co stNTONE [Cossin g ton] 6 carucat es o f
land.

In HOHTONE [Ho ton] 6 carucates of land.

In SETGRAVE [Seagrave] 2 caru cates of land
and 1 0 acres of m eadow.

In SIGLEEI [Sileby] 1 caruca t e of land.

In REDRESBI [R earsby] 2 carucat es of land
less 1 bovate and 1 acres of meadow .

In BROCHESBI [Brooksby] 2 caru cates of land
and 7 acres of meadow and a m ill (renderin g)
5 sh illin gs.

In FR I SEEI [Frisby] 1 5 caru cates of land
and 4 acres of m eadow .

In PRESTEWALD [Prestwold] 2 caru cates of
land. Meadow 3 furlon gs in length and 1 fur

lon g ln breadth . Wood(land) 6 furlon gs in

leng th and 5 furlongs in breadth .
In CERNBLEGA [Charley] 4 caru cat es of land.

I t is waste .84
In GADESBI [Gaddesby] 1 caru cat e of land

and 4 acres of meadow and a m ill (renderin g) 3
sh illings.

In R EDEEI [R o therby] 3 caru cates of land less
2 bovat es and 3 acres of m eadow .

In FR I SEBI [Frisby] 1 5 carucat es of land and

4 acres of meadow and a m ill (rendering)
28 pen ce.
Of th ese lands 4 kn igh ts hold of t h e earl

1 2 caru cat es of land.

In t hem t h e earl h imself h as in dem esn e
45 plou ghs ; and 3 0 so chm en and 2 5 v illeins
and 1 3 bordars who hav e 1 5 5 plou ghs wit h
1 serf.
H is kn igh ts hav e in dem esn e 3 plou ghs and

(th ey have) 1 2 v illeins wit h 1 so chman and 2

bordars who have 3 plou ghs.

In LUCTEEURNE [Lou ghborou gh] R oger ho lds
of t he earl 8 caru cat es of land.

Ralf 3 5 caru cates of land.

Hugh 3 5 caru cates of land.

Godric 3 5 caru cat es of land.

R oger half a caruca t e of land.

In dem esn e th ere are 5 plou ghs and 8 villeins
with 1 5 so chm en and 1 6 bordars hav e 1 2 5
plou ghs. There (are) 2 m ills rendering (de)
1 0 shillings and 45 acres of m eadow . Wood
(land) 7 furlon gs in length and 3 fu rlon gs in
breadt h 5 t hegns h eld it freely .

Requirepreeiam is added in red in the margin at this
poin t.

R oger holds 5 caru cat es of land of Earl Hu gh
in TEDINGESWORDE [Theddingworth] . There
h e has 1 plou gh in demesn e

, and 4 v illeins
w it h 4 bordars have 2 plou ghs. There (is)
a m ill (rendering) 6 pen ce . The king claims
t his land85 (est in calamm

'

a regis). Earl Harold
h eld it.

R obert holds of Earl Hugh 1 5 caruca tes
of land in COGEWORDE [Kegworth] . There
h e has 5 plou ghs in dem esn e with 1 serf and
2 bondwom en (ancillis) ; and 2 5 v illeins w ith
1 3 bordars hav e 1 0 plou ghs. Earl Harold
h eld it.

To this m anor belong 3 caru cat es of land in
AVEDERNE [Ha thern] and DEXLEIA [D ishley] .
There are 20 acres of m eadow . Wood
(land) 1 5 furlongs in len g t h and 1 furlon g in
bread th .
In all th ese above-writ t en lands 86 th ere were

80 plou ghs in Kin g Edward’s tim e . The whole
was and is worth 40 pou nds. When t h e earl
received it it was worth 1 0 pou nds.

87

In BORTONE [Burton on t h e Wolds] Hu gh
holds of t h e earl 2 caru cates of land less 1 bova t e.
I t is waste . This is reckon ed (co nputo tar) w ith
th e above (lands).88
R oger Busli 89 holds of Earl Hu gh in 9°

1 caru cat e of land. There is half a plou gh ;
and 4 villeins wit h 2 bordars have 5 plou ghs.“
Alno d held it.

85 Most probably as belonging to h is manor of Great
Bowden , to which the soke ofWilliam Lo veth ’s land
in Theddingworth pertained .

8° Probably including Barrow on Soar and the whole
of Earl Hugh’s hcfsurveyed to this poin t.

87 This notice is of some in terest as suggesting that
the abnormal ly low‘valuit which prevails throughou t
the Survey of Leicestershire m ay refer not to King
Edward’s time, but to some unexplained depression
in valuewhich affected the coun ty after the Co nquest.
See also Maitland, Domesday Bo ok and Beyond,

469 .

5 8 This en try is referred by a sign ( I2! ) to Hugh’s
holding of 35 caru cates,which comes under the Lough
borough heading.

Busli is in terlined .
The MS. is unin telligible here.

9‘MS. illegible.

LEICESTERSHIRE

Lew in holds of th e earl 1 h ide in BURTONE
[Bu rton on th e Wolds] . The so c belon gs to
Lucteburne [Lou ghborou gh] . In dem esn e th ere
is 1 plou gh, and (t h ere is) 1 v illein w ith 2 bo r

dars and 20 acres of m eadow. In th e same v ill
Godric holds of th e earl 2 carucat es of land and

has there 1 plou gh in dem esn e and 20 acres of
m eadow. Hu gh de Grentem aisn il c laims
(reclama t) th e so c of th is v ill.



The sam e Turstin h olds of R obert in CLACHE
STONE [Lon g Clawson] 4 caru ca tes of land and

Tetbald (holds) 2 carucat es of land. There is
1 plou gh in dem esn e ; and (th ere are) 3 soch
m en and 5 v illeins and 4 bordars with 3 plou ghs
and 1 serf. There (are) 1 4 acres of m eadow .

The whole was and is worth 20 shillin gs.

In Kin g Edward’s t im e Ou ti and Arnu i held
th ese lands w it h sac and so c .

XLIIII . THE LAND OF THE

MEN OF THE COUNT OF MELLENT

IN GUTLACIS’

I
‘
AN [GUTH LAXTON]

WAPENTAKE

OF THE COUNT OF MELLENT Tu rald holds
the land o f4 v illeins, and has th ere in dem esn e
t he land of 1 plou gh and h e has 5 so chm en

w ith 1 v illein and 2 bordars who have 2 plou ghs.

There (are) 5 acres of m eadow . It is worth
20 sh illin gs . Th is land belon gs (facet) to
AI LESTON [Ayleston e] .

Ulno d holds of th e cou n t 4 caru cat es of land
belon gin g (pertinentes) to A I LESTONE [Ay leston e] .
In demesn e h e has 1 plough and 2 v illeins with
3 bordars have 1 plou gh . There (are) 2 acres
of brushwood (bracae) of wh ich W illiam Pevrel

has t h e so c (wh ic h renders) 2 penc e yearly . The
whole is wort h 20 sh illin gs. Lewin he ld it in
Kin g Edward’s t im e .

William holds of th e cou n t half a hide and

1 5 caru cat es of land in BLAD I [Blaby] . N in e
plou ghs were th ere. Now in dem esn e (th ere is)
1 plou gh w it h 1 serf ; and 2 8 so chm en and

9’ These three en tries duplicate the accoun t of the
lands of William the Usher on p . 3 2 7 . The chief
differences are that the holders before the Conquest
are given here, and that the two en tries relating to
Long Clawson on p. 3 2 7 are here made in to one ;
the details in the two former en tries being added
together in the total .given . In th e case of the
bordars this is done incorrectly ; their total number
should be 3 not 4. See Feud. Eng]. 2 7 .

I

illings and 1 6 acres of m eadow .

I t was worth 2 5 sh illings ; n ow (it is worth)
60 sh illin gs .

R obert holds of t h e c o u n t 45 caru cat es of land
in PETLINGE [Peatlin g Magna] . One plou gh
was t here. There 3 so chm en hav e half a

plou gh . There (are) 1 0 acres of m eadow . I t

was worth 4 shillings ; n ow (it is worth) 5 sh il
lings . Osm ar held it freely.

The sam e holds of th e cou n t BRAND INESTOR
[Bro m kinsth o rpe] . There are 2 parts of 1 h ide,
tha t is 1 2 caru ca tes o f land ; 6 plou ghs were
t here. Now (th ere are) 2 plou ghs in dem esn e
and 2 serfs ; and 9 so chm en and 3 v illeins w it h
6 bordars hav e 3 plou ghs. There (are) 1 6 acres
of m eadow . Of th is land Osbern holds 3 caru
cates of land and has th ere 1 plou gh . I t was

wort h 30 sh illin gs ; n ow (it is worth) 40 sh il
lin gs. Bov i h eld it freely.

R obert holds of th e coun t in PLOTELEt

4 caru cates Of land. 4 ploughs w ere
th ere. Now in dem esn e (th ere are) 2 plou ghs
and 2 serfs and 4 v illeins w ith 1 bordar hav e
1 plou gh . There (are) 2 acres of m eadow . It

was wort h 1 0 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth)
30 sh illin gs. Levric held it.

9°‘In Plo telei is in terlined

Fu le holds of th e cou n t 8 caru cates of land
in CLA I BROC [Claybrooke] . 9 plou ghs were
t here . Now in d em esn e (t h ere is) 1 plou gh and
2 serfs ; and 9 so chm en and 9 v illein s and

2 kn igh ts w ith 6 bordars have 5 plou ghs.

I t was worth 1 0 sh illin gs ; now (it is worth )
5 5 sh illin gs.

R obert holds of th e cou n t SAWELLE [Shawell] .
There are 9 caru cates of land. 7 plou ghs were
t here

,
and (th ere are) 6 serfs ; and 23 v illeins

with 1 1 bordars hav e 6 plou ghs. There (is) a

m ill renderin g (de) 2 shill in gs and 60 acres of
m eadow . It was worth 40 sh illin gs ; now (it is
worth) 60 sh illin gs . Sax i h eld it freely in Kin g
Edward’s tim e.



Ralf holds of th e c ou n t 25 caru cat es of land
in CH I VLESWOR DE [Kilworth] . 2 plou ghs were
there . No w (th ere is) 1 plough in dem esn e,
w ith 1 serf and 2 v illeins with 5 bordars hav e
1 plough . There (are ) 8 acres of m eadow. I t

was and is wort h 20 sh illin gs. Ulch etel held it
freely .
The sam e holds of th e coun t 2 caru cat es of
land and 2 bovat es in t h e sam e v ill. Hal f a
plough was th ere and so mu ch (tantum) is th ere
in demesn e ; w it h 1 so chm an and 2 bordars
and 1 bondwoman There (is) a m ill
renderin g (de) 2 sh illings and 4 acres of m eadow .

I t was worth 2 sh illin gs ; no w (it is worth)
1 0 sh illin gs. The same Ulchetel h eld it.

Gu th laxto n and Go sec o te wapen takes were
div ided in 1 346 with t his ex c ep tion the

L eic est er wapen takes seem to hav e c on tinu ed
substan tially u n chan ged. The h in ts given by
t he D om esday ru brica tion are

,
as far as it goes

,

born e o ut by th e fuller evidenc e of th e L eic ester
Su rvey thus th e cu riou s way in wh ic h Gartree

,

Go sec o te
,
and Fram land wapen takes are in t er

m in gled alon g t h e Ru tland border appears in
D om esday as w ell as in th e later su rvey . There
can also be traced a distinc t syst em in th e rubri
ca tion

,
by wh ich th e wapen takes re ferred to in

eac h fief t end to follow each o th er in th e order.
Guthlaxto n

,
Gartree

, Go sec o te
,
Fram land. No

h in t is g iven of t h e series of hu ndreds whose
existen ce is revealed in t h e later Leic est er Survey .
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(TWELFTH CENTURY)

HE Leic estersh ire Su rvey, the translation o f which forms a natural
supplemen t to the Domesday desc ription o f this coun ty

,
is on e o f

a series o f three similar records which w ere c ompiled at differen t
times du ring the sec ond half o f the reign o f Henry I . The

c orresponding su rveys o f Lindsey and Northamptonshire have long been
known to an tiqu aries, bu t the existenc e o f the presen t documen t was n ever
su spec ted before its disc overy in the Public Rec ord Offi c e by Mr . Round

,
and

its publication by h im in Feuda l E ngland.

1 Belonging as it does to the years
1 1 24 the middle o f the darkest period in all English loc al h istory

,
it

affords invaluable evidence in regard to two most importan t subj ec t s
,
the

assessmen t o f the Leic estersh ire vil ls to the Danegeld, and the devo lu tion o f

the greater fiefs in th is c oun ty du ring the obscu re forty years wh ich fo l low
1 086 . The no tes wh ich are appended to the fo l low ing translat ion are

in tended to c onnec t each en try in the survey , whenever possible, with the
c orresponding en try in Domesday , but there are c ertain mat ters o f general
in terest in c onnexion with the rec ord wh ich can most c onven ien t ly be
discu ssed here .

The su rvey
,
as we possess it, is merely a fragmen t

,
beginn ing abruptly

in the middle o fan en try relating to some unnamed vil l in Gartree wapen take .

The accoun t Of G o sec o te wapen take fo l lows at length , and it is probable that
the su rvey o f Fram land wapen take with which the record c loses is c omplete .
I t ends abruptly, it is tru e , but so far as can be seen , every vil l in the wapen

take is acc oun ted fo r. The same can unfortunately not be said o f the
desc ription o f G o sec o te wapen take . A compac t block o f six vil ls, Barrow
on Soar

,
Seagrave, Prestwo ld, Wymeswo ld, Bu rton on the Wolds, and Wal ton

on the Wo lds
,
all situated between the Foss Way, the Soar, and the No t ting

hamsh ire border, and with a total assessmen t acc ording to Domesday o f more
than eighty carucates, is en t irely and inexplicably omitted from the su rvey .

pp . 1 96— 2 14. The following translation is made from the survey as prin ted in Feudal England, where
its bearing on problems o fassessmen t and on H enry I ’s disposition of forfeited fiefs is d iscussed .
The first date is fixed by the men tion of King David (succeeded April, 1 1 24) and Mr. Round considers

that the shr ievalty of H ugh of Leicester, who is described as sheriff in the presen t survey, ended at Michael
m as

,
1 1 29 .



With all its imperfec tion , however, the Leic estershire Su rvey supplies a

most valuable commen tary u pon the corresponding portion o f Domesday .

The manner in which it reinforc es the evidenc e fo r the du odec imal assessmen t
o f the c oun ty h as already been discu ssed in the Domesday In troduc tion .

‘ On
the o ther hand, it mu st be c onfessed that the discrepanc ies between the assess
men ts o f individual vil l s as rec orded in Domesday and in the presen t documen t
presen t a very seriou s diffic u l ty . In part, no doubt , this is du e to th e
combination o fvil lar assessmen ts after th e manner desc ribed in the Domesday
In troduc t ion , bu t it is al so c lear that the L eic estershire Su rvey is no mere
re—arrangemen t o f the Domesday figures, bu t represen ts the resu l t o f a fresh
inqu iry in to these matters . We know in regard to o ther c oun ties that the
assessmen ts recorded in Domesday were in no sense regarded as final

,
bu t

were subj ec t to c onstan t revision } and a drastic revision mu st have been
needed to produ ce the figu res recorded here . F o r the real difficu l ty
presen ted by the assessmen ts en tered in th e presen t rec ord l ies in the fac t
that they normal ly represen t an advance , in many cases a large advanc e, u pon
the fiscal bu rden rec orded in Domesday . H ad Leic estershire

,
in 1 08 6

,
been

a lightly rated c oun ty
,
an inc rease in its assessmen t wou ld have been natu ral

enough
,
bu t no shire in England presen t s su ch a striking c ombination o f

great poverty with heavy taxation as that afforded by Leic estershire . The
difficu l ty is c omplicated by the fac t that in th e Pipe Ro l l o f 1 1 3 0,

which is
almost exac tly c on temporary with the Leic estersh ire Survey , the cou n ty
appears as paying a sum absu rdly below that wh ich wou ld be represen ted by
even the Domesday assessmen t o f the shire . The sheriff o fLeic estershire in
that year ac coun ts fo r j u st £ 1 00 as the Danegeld o fa coun ty rated

,
acc ording

to the lowest estimate , at more than caru c ates . The neatness o f the
sum c ertain ly suggests that th e sheriff o f Leic estersh ire , in con trast to the
prac tic e which obtained in relation to all o ther c oun ties

,
h ad c ompounded

fo r the shire ’s Danegeld, and we m ay at least suggest as a reason fo r this
exc eptional treatmen t o f Leicestershire

,
that it h ad been found impossible in

prac tice to raise anything like the amoun t o fgeld which wou ld be represen ted
by the assessmen ts either o f 1 086 o r 1 1 2 This , however, is on ly a

hypothesis .
Bu t valu able as is the subj ec t-mat ter o f th e presen t su rvey

,
its pecu liar

in terest lies in the manner in wh ic h it is arranged. I ts discovery fo r the first
time revealed the fac t that the several wapen takes o f L eic estershire were
divided in to a number o f smal l t erritorial hundreds , represen ting a s tage in
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Kirby Bellars hu ndred caru cat es
Harby hu ndred
Waltham hu ndred
Crox ton Kerrial hu ndred

I 62 carucates

Cold Overton hu ndred caru ca tes
N ether Broughton hu ndred
Scalford hu ndred 2 1 6 caru ca t es
Barkeston e hu ndred
Stapleford hu ndred

Ofc ou rse the fac t that the figu res fo r Fram land wapen take permit o f

th is du odec ima l grouping m ay be the resu l t o fc hanc e , though the probabili
t ies o i the c ase seem dec idedly agains t th is . Bu t even in G o sec o te wapen take

,

the su rvey o fwhich is inc omplete , and inc ludes at l east two awkward sc ribal
errors

,
two similar groups can be c on stru c ted on the 1 8—caracu te basis . With

su ch sc an ty evidenc e before u s we canno t say that th e duodec imal grouping
o f hundredal to tal s can be defin itely proved, bu t the possibility o f such a

system shou ld c ertain ly be taken in to ac c oun t in con sidering the distribu tion
o f the L eic estershire assessmen t .

The Le icestersh ire Su rvey is also valu able as helping us to recon struc t
the assessmen ts o f the several wapen takes o f the cou n ty . Owing to its

fragmen tary c ondition it does no t go very far in this direc tion
, bu t we

know so l ittle abou t th is subj ec t in relation to the Danelaw that it is worth
while to see ifany su ggest ive fac t s arise from a c ombination o f the evidenc e
afforded by the presen t su rvey with the figu res given by Domesday . The
presen t su rvey assign s 5 5 2 caru cates to F ram land wapen take , and 7 06 to

that o fG o sec o te , this last figu re o f c ou rse exc luding the group o f vil l s on
the N o ttingh am sh ire border to which referenc e h as already been made .
Th e three hundreds in Gartree wapen take wh ich are inc luded in th e docu
men t are assessed at 43 5

1
, carucates, and on c ompleting th e assessmen t o f th e

wapen take from Domesday we obtain a to tal o f 5 5 7 carucates
,
a curiou sly

c lose approximation to the 5 5 8 c aru c ates assigned above to Fram land wapen

take . The figures fo r Gu thlaxto n wapen take have to be c ompil ed from
Domesday alone , and the to tal o f 7 60 caruc ates wh ich is thu s obtained
does no t at first suggest any system . If, however, we add in th e I 5 caru cate s
which Domesday assign s to Barrow on Soar we obtain a to tal o f 7 7 5 caru cate s
as the assessmen t o fGu th laxto n wapen take . G o sec o te wapen take

,
ac cording

to the Leicestershire Survey, an swered fo r 7 06 c aru c ates, to wh ich mu st be
added a sum o f 6 5 c aru cates represen ting the assessmen t o f the omitted vill s



respec tively to equal the assessments o f the two sou thern wapen takes o f

Gu th laxto n and Gartree . If this were the case the total assessmen t o f the
c ou nty mu st have been something very near caru cates a sum which
wou ld represen t 1 48 o f those x8-caru cate u nit s wh ich are desc ribed as

‘hides ’ in the presen t su rvey and in Domesday . I t is impossibl e to at tain
'

c ertain ty in regard to matters o f th is kind
, bu t the evidenc e o f the documen t

we are c on sidering, combined with that o f Domesday, undoubtedly su ggests
that some scheme , su ch as that indicated here , real ly underlay the distribu tion
o f th e Leic estershire assessmen t .

The changes in the distribu tion o f land in the c oun ty wh ich are revealed
by the Leic estershire Survey were worked o u t in detail by Mr . Round upon
h is publication o f the record in Feudal Eng/and.

“ They are indeed suffi

c iently far
—reaching . The royal demesne h ad been gran ted away who lesale ,

th e ch iefgran tees being the earl o f Chester, the c ou n t o fMortain , Norman
de Verdon , and Richard Basset . The lat ter, a favou rite official o f H en ry I ,
h ad rec eived, probably on ly a few years before the date o f o u r su rvey , almos t
t he en tire Domesday fief o f Robert de Bu ci, from wh ich he endowed the
priory o fLaunde, the documen ts relating to this hou se enabling u s to trac e
h is su c c ession to .R o bert de Buc i in parts o f Leicestersh ire which lie ou ts ide
the sc ope o f the L eicestershire Su rvey as we possess it .

1 8 Probably the
largest fief in the c oun ty at this time was that o f the young earl o fL eicester,
whose father h ad bec ome possessed o f the lands held in 1 086 by Hugh de
G ren tem aisnil after the manner described in the Domesday In trodu c tion .

“

The bu lk o f th e Coun tess Judith ’s lands h ad passed to h er son-in-law , David
king o f Sc o ts . At leas t three importan t Domesday fiefs h ad been divided by
the date o f th e su rvey : Robert de To deni

’

s lands were held by Wil liam de

Albin i“
a

and Robert de In su la,
’ the fief o f Robert Dispen sator ’

h ad passed
to h is heirs Robert Marm io n and Wal ter de Beau champ , and o f Roger de
Bu sli

’

s estate the importan t vil l o f Sal tby h ad been given to Wil liam Peverel ,
the remainder apparen tly being held by the king as part o f the forfeited
Honour o f Blyth . On the o ther hand the Domesday fief o f H enry de
Ferrers h ad more than main tained its in tegrity in the hands o f h is son
Robert , al though c ertain lands wh ich h ad been held o f the former by
Nigel de Stafford were now held in chief o f the c rown by the latter’s son
Wil liam .

“ Roger de Mowbray appears in possession o f the en tire fief o f

Geoffrey de Wirce , upon the most importan t manor o f whic h he was to
c onfer h is surname ; Wil liam Mesch in, the bro ther o f Earl R andulf o f

Chester, h ad rec eived part o f the land o f Wil liam Loveth and h ad al so

Feudal England, 2 1 0— 1 2 .

RalfBasset the justiciar held land in Great Dalby which had formerly belonged to Robert de Buci.
Robert, coun t of Meulan, had died in xx1 8 , leaving two sons, bo th minors at the time.
Cf. Mr. Round’s remarks on this succession in his report on the Belvoir ch arters ; Belvoir MSS. (H irt.

MSS. Com . Rep ), iv.

‘5 Fo r Nigel de Stafford, the founder of the Derbyshire family ofGresley, see V.C.H . Derby, i, 306 .

343



area th e c omp ilers o fDomesday have, through design o r inadvertenc e, made
no specific men tion o f more than a dozen vill s which u ndoubtedly existed
in 1 086 . In some cases the assessmen ts o f two, three , o r more vil l s are

inc luded under one heading Blackfordby, Kilwardby, and Al ton Grange are
represen ted in Domesday by th e latter name on ly ; Lockington , Hemington ,
and Long Whatton are inc luded under th e Shepshed heading, and several
o ther cases in poin t wil l be disc u ssed in th e no tes to th e survey which fo l low .

With the aid o f the presen t su rvey it is possible to make a fairly safe estimate
o f the acreage represen ted by any plac e-name in D omesday relating to land
in the north o fLeic estershire . On the o th er hand, with this survey before
us, it seems impossible to acqu it the Domesday sc ribes o f singu lar carelessness
in making their c ompilation from th e original return s before them . There
exist

,
at least , several c ases in wh ich a vil l , wh ich mu st have been inc luded

in the original retu rns , is omitted from D omesday , to all appearanc e withou t
any attempt on the part o fthe sc ribes to inc lude the details relating to it u nder
ano ther manorial h eading . Eaton , Thorpe Satchvil l e , and Belton are thre e
cases in poin t taken from differen t parts o f north Leic estershire . In o ther
respec ts the Leic estersh ire Domesday bears sign s o f having been compil ed in
c onsiderable haste ; bu t the presen t su rvey , valuable as is th e definite info r
mation wh ich it gives, performs an importan t servic e in merely adding to th e
proof that Domesday Book itself, the greatest o f all surveys, is no infal libl e
rec ord.

[GARTREE WAPENTAKE] In THORP [Thorpe Langton] Eustac e 3
carucates and vir ates.4t h e earl of Le i cester 6 carucates.

l 3 g

In t h e o th er (a lia) LANGETON [East Lan g ton]
t h e abbo t of (Pet er)borou gh 4. caru cat es and

In th e sam e v ill t h e Earl of Leicester 1 1 3 virgatesf In t he sam e plac e H en ry de Port
caru cat es and I v irgate .2 In th e sam e plac e I caru cat e .“

3R ichard Basse t 3 carucates and I V irgate .
In THOR L INGTON [Tut Lang ton] th e same

The descen t of other and less importan t fiefs in Hen ry 1 2 caru cates
f

the coun ty will be found tabulated in Feudal Eng
land, p.

Compare Damerday Bo ok and Beyond, p. 500.

'The on ly vill in this wapentake in wh ich H ugh
de Grentem aisn il

, the earl’s predecessor, held this sum
is Ston ton Wyvil le, wh ich adjoins Tur Langton and
Shangton

,
surveyed below.

9 In Domesday l l carucates are assigned to H ugh
dc Grentem aisnil in Langton .

HUNDRED OF LANGTON

‘The same amoun t of land was held by Robert de
Veci in 1 086 .

“As in Domesday, where the holding is described
as 5 carucates less 2 bovates.

6 See next note.
7 In Domesday the archbishop of York is represen ted

as holding I 3 carucates in Tur Langton , one of wh ich
m ay safely be iden tified with the carucate assigned
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HUNDRED OF Tu mo rs

In th e same v ill 2 caru cat es less I bovat e of
the kin g’s so keland.

3 7 In th e sam e plac e
Walter de Beau champ 3 caruca t es.

38 The
archbishop (of York) I carucate .3 9

In NEUTON [Cold N ew ton] Walter de Beau
champ 4 caru cates.

40 R oger de Mowbray
8 caru cat es.

“

In LOUSEBIA [Lowesby] Kin g Dav id 1 2

c aru cates.

42

In WATEBERGI A [Whatborou gh] 4 caru ca t es
(belongin g to) th e kin g’s demesn e (D om inicum

In HALLESTED [Halst ead] Norm an de Verdon
3 caru ca t es less I v irgat e .“

These en tries presen t great d ifficulty . Thorpe
Satchvil le is not mentioned by name in Domesday,
and in v iew of the tendency fo r the assessmen ts of
1 086 to be lower than those recorded in the presen t
documen t, it is not easy to believe that the 1 7

5
}

carucates above are distribu ted in Domesday among
o ther manors in the neighbourhood . It seems more
probable that the Domesday scribes have inadverten tly
omitted the statistics relating to Thorpe Satchville

,
as

they have almost certainly done in the case of Eaton
below.

3 3

4] carucates are assigned by Domesday to Twy
ford as belonging to Rothley soke.

3‘It h as not been possible to iden tify these 1 0
'bovates in Domesday .

5” Domesday gives 4§ carucates here to Robert
D ispensator.

3° Including the 45 carucates held in this vill by
Geoffrey de Wirce in 1 086 .

3 ’ Domesday assigns 2 carucates to the king in
T ilton .
“5 H eld by Robert Dispensator in 1 086.

As in Domesday.
This m ay possibly include the half carucate

which H erbert serviens ’ held here in 1 086

Domesday assigns 6 carucates in Cold Newton to
G eoffrey de Wirce .

sam e plac e t h e earl of Ch ester 3 carucat es.

50 In

th e sam e plac e R ichard Basse t 2 caru cates.

“l

R obert de Ferrers 5 bovates.

‘5 2

HUNDRED o r BAR KBY

In THORMEDESTON [Thurmaston] t he canons
(of St. Mary de Castro, L eicester) 3 carucates.

66

In th e sam e v ill 5 caru cat es of th e fee of
Belvoir.

5 3

In HAMELTON [Ham ilton] and in THOR ?
[Barkby Thorpe] 6 caru cat es of t he sam e fee 5 4
and caru ca tes of th e fee of t h e earl o f

Le icest er.

”

Domesday assigns 1 05 carucates h ere to Crow
land Abbey .
‘5 As in Domesday .
‘7 It is impossible to iden tify these two carucates in
the Domesday fiefof H ugh de Grentem aisnil.
‘8 In Domesday Robert de To den i is assigned 6
carucates in H ungerton as appurtenan t to h is manor
of Barkby.
‘9 Including the 8§ carucates held by H ugh de

Grentem aisn il
,
in 1 086 .

5°Domesday assigns one carucate here to the earl of
Chester as part of the soke of Barrow.

5‘Clearly represen ting part of the a } carucates
which Domesday en ters as belonging to Rothley soke.

5 ’ I t is probable that these 5 bovates inclu de the
z bovates o ut of the 2 1; carucates men tioned in the
previous note,which had not been gran ted to Richard
Basset.

53 See next note.
5‘Domesday assigns 1 8 carucates to Robert de

To deni in Barkby, but goes on to state that 6 of these
carucates were situated in H ungerton . They would
th erefore be accoun ted fo r above, under Beeby
H undred. On the other hand, neither H amilton
no r Barkby Thorpe appears in connexion with Robert
de To den i’s fief in Domesday, and it is probable
that the 6 carucates assigned here to these places were
included in the 1 8 carucates at which Barkby was
assessed in 1 086 . The whole of the lat ter sum

will thus be accoun ted fo r with the exception of
o ne carucate.



In NEUBOLD [N ewbold near Fo lville] R obert
de Ferrers I caru cat e and a half.‘58

In BARNESBY [Barsby] th e king 3 caru cates
and half a bovat e."9 In t h e sam e plac e t he earl
of Leic ester 1 3 bova tes.

60

In GADESBY [Gaddesby] 8 carucates and a

h alf and half a bova t e (o f) t h e kin g’s land .6 1 In

th e same plac e t he b ishop of Lincoln 8 bovat es.“2
The earl of Leicest er I carucat e and half a

bovat e.63 R ichard Basse t half a carucate .

“ King
Dav id 2 carucates.6 5

HUNDR ED OF A SHBY FOLV ILLE

In th e sam e v ill King Dav id 5 caru cat es.

In th e sam e place Hu gh of Leicester I caru

cat e .67

In HUMBER STAY [Humberston e] R oger de

R am is 8 carucat es. In th e sam e place Walt er

coun t of Meulan
,
and it ultimately passed

,
with the

other possessions of the house, to the abbey of
St. Mary du Pré , founded by Robert, the second earl
of Leicester.

5 7 It has not been possible to iden tify th is sum in

Domesday, but see below, note 5 9 .

5 3 See below, note 1 6 !
Domesday assigns 4§ carucates here to the king,

which gives a discrepancy of l-i—i} carucates. But it is

qu ite possible that the Domesday figure inc ludes the
assessm en t of the king’s so keland in the adjoiningvill
of Sou th Croxton . If we could assume a scribal
error in the MS. of the presen t survey in the en try
above relating to Sou th Croxton , and read ‘ii car.

m inus i bov . et dim .

’ instead of‘ii car. et i bov. et dim .

’

we should obtain a total fo r the king’s land in Sou th
Croxton and Barsby of4} carucates— exactly equalling
th e Domesday assessmen t of Barsby .

5°No t iden tified in Domesday.
In 1 086 the king possessed 8 carucates, 3 bovates

as part of Rothley soke.
6’ Domesday assigns no land in Gaddesby to the
bishop of Lincoln , but credits h im with an estate of
1 2 carucates in Great Dal by and Sou th Croxton in
addit ion to one carucate in the former vill held of
h im by an unnamed knight. I t is possible that this
last represen ts th e carucate here en tered as in

Gaddesby.
“3 Probably represen ting the carucate held-' by the
earl of Chester in 1 086 as part of the so keland of
Barrow.

6‘No t iden tified .
6° H eld by the Coun tess Judith in 1 086 in two
portions of I} ; carucates and half a carucate te

spec tively.

“6 Domesday assigns 4 carucates here to th e Coun
tess j udith .
“7 This m ay represen t the carucate in Ashby which

Henry de Ferrers held in 1 086 as appurtenan t to h is
manor of Newbold Folville.

HUNDRED OF REAR SBY
In t h e sam e v ill R ichard Basset 5 caru cates.

In t h e sam e place th e earl of Chest er 2 % caru
cates. Kin g D av id 45 caru cates.

“

In QUENEURG [Qu en iborou gh] 1 2 caru cates
of t h e fee of Belvoir.

”

“The on ly en try relating to H umberstone in
Domesday assigns 9 carucates to H ugh de Gren te

maisnil, as so keland of h is manor of Earl Sh il ton . Ralf
de Martinwast gave one virgate in H umberstone to.
Leicester Abbey.

G9 I ncluding the 7 carucates held in 1 086 by H ugh
de Gren tem aisn il and the one carucate possessed by
h is wife Adeliz .

7°The MS. is faulty here
,
th e am oun t of th e earl ’s

hold ing not being stated. Domesday assigns 1 0 ca

rucates in Thurmaston to H ugh de Gren tem aisn il as

held by h im in demesne in add ition to the 3s caru
cates accoun ted fo r above in Barkby H undred .

7'8 of these carucates are accoun ted fo r in Dom es
day, H ugh de Grentem aisn il possessing 6 of them
in chief, the remaining 2 being he ld of h im by
Widard.

’

7’ Wanlip (assessed at 4 carucates) in Dom esday
formed part of the forfeited estate of Earl Aubrey o f
Northumbria, wh ich in th is coun ty subsequ en tly
passed to the earls of Leicester. Hen ry I I early in
h is reign confirmed ‘six virgates in Wanlip to Le i
cester Abbey of the gift of R ichard l

’
Abbe

’

. (Mo n .

Angl. vi,
7 3 Domesday on ly accoun ts fo r 2 carucates in An

stey which were held by H ugh de Grentem aisn il in

demesne . That H ugh o r h is successors possessed a

larger estate in the v il l is implied by the claim of the
monks of Leicester Abbey that Robert

,
the third ear.

of Leicester, gave them ‘24 virgates ’ (i.e . 6 caru
cates) there the exact sum assign ed to Anstey in the

presen t en try. (Mon. Angl. vi,
7‘Each of these en tries can be iden tified with a

corresponding en try in Domesday, in which, however,
the assessmen ts are much lower than in the presen t
survey . The Basset holding above is represen ted in
Domesday by Robert de Buc i’s manor of P} caru
cates ; King David’s estate by 2 } carucates which
were held by Hugh Burdet of the Coun tess judith
the 2 ] carucates possessed by the earl of Chester by
the lfi carucates held in 1 086 by h is predecessor as

'

part of Barrow soke.
7“The on ly en try in Domesday relating to Quen i
borough assigns 9 carucates there to
Geoffrey de Wirce .

347

In MARDEGR AVE [Belgrave] th e earl o f
Leicester 1 2 caru cat es.69

In THURMEDESTON [Thu rmaston] t h e sam e
earl
Also in BIR STALL 9 carucat es.

"

Also in ANLEPIA Wanlip] 7 caru cat es.

”

Also in ANESTINGE [Anstey] 6 caru cates.



In SI EFTON [Syston] th e earl o fLeic ester 1 2

caru ca tes.

76

In BROKESBYA [Brooksby] th e earl of Chester
5 caruca t es.

7 7 Kin g Dav id 1 caruca te wh ic h
Pip(er)d h o lds.

7B

In QUENEBIA [Quenby] 6 caruca tes of t h e fee
o f Belvoir.

7 9

In THUR KETLBSTON [Thurcaston] 8 caruca tes
of th e fee of t he earl (of Leicester) .80

In CROPESTON [Cropston] 4 caru cat es.

In RODELEIA [R o thley] the kin g
’

s land 5 ca

rucates.

82

HUNDRED OF GREAT DALBY

In th e same v ill th e b ishop of Lin coln 9 caru
cates and a half.83 Ralf Basset 1 caru cate and
3 bovat es.

“

In the sam e place W illiam th e Chamberlain
1 caru cate .8 5

In FR I SEBIA [Frisby on th e Wreak] th e earl
of Chester 3 caru cates 8 6 and (th ere are) 8 caru
c ates of th e kin g ’s so keland.

87

In R BDERBIA [R otherby] th e earl of Chest er
6 carucates.88

7“Inc luding the 9 carucates held in Syston by Swegen
of Hugh de Grentem aisn il.

7 7 In Domesday the earl of Chester is assign ed
2 carucates in Brooksby as part OfBarrow soke.

7 ’ Represen ting the six bovates held of the Coun tess
j udith in 1 086 by Wulfsige Wlsi

7°In Domesday Robert de To den i is assigned 2 }
c arucates in Quenby Qucn eberie and 5 in

Cro pto ne
’

(probably Sou th Croxton) . These figures
probably include the 6 carucates assigned above to
Quenby, fo r the presen t survey only accoun ts fo r 293
carucates in Croxton ,which in Domesday are probably
inc luded in the assessmen t o fBarsby. See above under
Barkby hundred.

9°Domesday assigns 9 carucates in Thurcaston to
H ugh de Grentem aisn il. On the other hand it on ly
a ssigns 8 carucates to h im in the adjoin ing vill of
Birstall as against 9 carucates en tered in the presen t
survey as belonging to the Leicester fief(see above,
Ashby hundred), so that the combined assessmen ts
wou ld be equal in both documen ts.

5‘Cropston is not surveyed by name in Domesday.
As in Domesday .

83 This represen ts the 8 carucates with which the
b ishop is credited in Dalby by Domesday, and probably
includes part of the 4 carucates wh ich the latter record
assigns to h im in Sou th Croxton .

5‘Robert de Buci held 1 caruca te in Great Dalby
i n 1 086 .

“5 Held by Humfrey the Chamberlain in 1 086 .

In Domesday the earl of Chester is assigned 3 caru
c ates in Frisby belonging to Barrow soke, and en tered
in two portions of 1 } carucates each .
'7 As in Domesday (Rothley soke) .
“9 Domesday assigns only zficarucates in Rotherby

t o the earl o fChester.

In ASFOR DEBIA [Asfordby] the earl ofLeicest er
1 3 carucates.

89

In WARTNADEBY [Wartnaby] 6 caru cates of
t h e kin g’s so keland.

90

HUNDRED OF DALBY ON THE WOLD S

In th e sam e v ill 9 caru cat es of t h e fee of
Edward of Salisbury .9 1 The earl of Leicest er
3 caru cates.

92

In GR IMESTONA [Grimston] 3 caru cat es less
1 bovat e and a half of th e king’s
R ichard Basse t 3 caru cates.“

In SAXEBIA [Sax elby] t h e earl of L eic ester
5 caru cat es ; 95 also 1 caruca t e of t h e king ’s soke
(land).96

In SIWALDEBIA [Shoby] th e earl of Leic est er
6 caru cates.97

In COSINTON [Cossin g ton] t h e earl of Chest er
6 caru cates.

98

In HORTON [H oton] R obert de J o r(z ) 2 caru

cates.

99

8°In Domesday Asfordby, assessed at 1 2 carucates,
formed part of Roth ley soke. I t is possible that there
is a scribal error in the presen t MS. (xiii fo r xii) .
Henry I I’s great charter to Leicester Abbey (Mon.

Angl. vi, 46 7 ) confirms the whole manor of Asfordby
to the mon ks

,
but unfortunately does not state the

number of carucates at wh ich it was assessed.

9°As 1n Domesday.
9’ H eld i n 1 086 by Robert of Ralf fitz Hubert.

Edward of Salisbury’s connexion with h im has been
much discussed see Feudal England, 2 1 3 .

9”These 3 carucates are not en tered separately in
Domesday, n o r is it easy to accoun t fo r them among
the possessions of H ugh de Gren tem aisn il in this part
of the coun ty.

93 As in Domesday .
Robert de Buci’s in 1 086.

95 See below, note 97 .

96 As in Domesday.
97 Siwaldebia

’ here represen ts the Seo ldesberie

ofDomesday, wh ich is en tered as 1 1 carucates as part
of the forfeited fief of Earl Aubrey of Northumbria.

The 1 1 carucates in question clearly represen t the
6 carucateswh ich the presen t survey assigns to Shoby,
together with the 5 caru cates with which the earl of
Leicester is credited above in the adjoining vill of
Saxelby. Earl Aubrey’s land in Wanlip had likewise
passed to the earl of Leicester.

98 As in Domesday.
” These 2 carucates clearly fo rm part of the holding
which Robert de Lorz possessed in Hoton (H o leto ne)
in 1 086 as one of the king’s serjean ts, but which
according to Domesday he held unlawfully (Roberta: vi
pau idet) . The presen t survey con tains no en try relat
ing to the 6 caruca tes in Hoton which Domesday
assigns to the earl of Chester as part of the so keland
of Barrow.
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Chester 2 2 caru cates and a half wit h appen
dages.

1 21

In WITEWIC [Wh itw ick] th e earl of Leicest er
1 caru ca te and a half) ” In th e sam e place
R obert de Ferrers 1 carucate and a half. 1 23

HUNDRED OF D I SEWORTH

In t he same v ill R obert de Ferrers 6 carucat es
and 1 v irgat e . The earl of Chester 6 carucates.
I n th e sam e plac e th e earl o f Chester) 3 caru
cates and a half. Norman de Verdon 1 caru cat e
and 2 bovates.

1 24

In HANTH I RN [Hathern] 9 caru cat es.

to accoun t fo r its 6 carucates among the figures given
in the term regi: by Domesday. I t m ayalso be noted
that in the presen t survey Norman de Verdon appears
as hold ing land in the adjoiningvil l o fLo ngWhat ton,
which is not accoun ted fo r by Domesday.

H e ld of Robert de Buci by Warin in 1 086 .

“5 See above
,
note 1 08 .

H enry de Ferrers in 1 086 .

"7 No t en tered by name in Domesday.
"3 H ugh de Gren tem aisn il held this amoun t of land

in Staun ton Harold in 1 086 , but it is not easy to
accoun t fo r its transfer to the Ferrers fam ily .
“9 The estate represen ted by this holding cannot
be traced in Domesday.

”0 Dailescro ft has not yet been iden tified.
m En tered in Domesday as a former possession of
the coun tess ‘Alveva.

’ Domesday, however, assigns
5 carucates in Castle Don ington to Earl H ugh of
Chester, which do not appear in the presen t survey .

”2 Dom esday assigns half a carucate in Whitwick to
H ugh de Grentem aisn il.
“3 No t en tered by name in Domesday.
The on ly en try in Domesday referring to Dise

worth by name assigns 3 carucates there to William
Loveth. The proportion of this vill which is un

surveyed by name in Domesday, is so large and divided
among so many tenan ts in chief that we cannot sup

In RAVENESTON [Ravenston e] t h e sam e, 1

v irga t e and a half. In t he sam e plac e t h e earl
of Chester 3 v irgates and a half. Also t h e Earl
Waren n e (i) (came: War

’

) 2

In SU IPESTONA [Sn ibston] Hu gh the sheriff
2 carucat es.1 34

HUNDRED OE SEAL

In t h e sam e v ill R obert de Ferrets 7 caru

In ano ther SEYLA [Over Seal] th e sam e
,

6 caru cat es.1 3 6

"6 In 1 086 3 caru cates in Windesers ’ (a name
which eludes iden tifi ca tion) were held of H enry de
Ferrers by Nigel. The presen t en try proves Nigel to
be iden tical with Nigel de Stafford

, a considerable
tenan t in chief in Sou th D erbyshire

, and the founder
of the Derbyshire fam ily of Gresley .
"7 H eld by Nigel of H enry de Ferrers in 1 086 .

"8 See note 1 3 2 .

See note 1 3 2 .

Not iden tified in Domesday.
Domesday assigns 2 carucates in Udeco te

’ to
H enry de Ferrers. Possibly the odd half carucate
m ay represen t part of the Kilwardby en try above.‘3’ Domesday assigns 1 4} carucates in H eleto ne to
H ugh de Grentem aisnil, a sum which is exactly
equalled by the presen t 1 § carucates together with the
3 carucates in Blackfordby and the 2 carucates in
Kilwardby, assign ed above to H ugh’s successor

,
the

earl of Leicester.

”3 Of the three distinct holdings specified in th is
en try Domesday only accounts fo r the last, which
apparen tly represen ts the 2 carucates which William
Buenvaslet held in 1 086 in Ravensto rp.

’

'3‘H ugh the sheriff afiax H ugh of Leicester ap
pears below as holding land in Packington , which is
assigned by Domesday to Coven try Abbey. I t is prob
able that these 2 carucates in Sn ibston, which does
no t appear by name in Domesday

,
were included in

the 8] carucates at which Packington was assessed in



In NEUTON [New ton Burgo land] 2 caru
ca tes. 142

I n ACTOR ? [Oakthorpe] half a caru cate .
In CH ILTESTON t h e earl o f Chest er

1 caru cat e?“

In ALPELBIA [Appleby] t he sam e, half a caru
cate . 145

I n ASSEBIA [Ashby de la Zou ch] t he earl of
L eicester 3 caru cates. 146

In PAK IN'
I
‘
ON [Packin gton] Hugh th e sheriff

5 caru cat es. 147

In OSGODESTORP [Osga thorpe] t h e sam e, half
a caru ca te . 148

‘3 7 As in Domesday.
“8 Domesday assigns 1 carucate here to H enry
de Ferrers.

H enry de Ferrers held 1 carucate here in 1 086 .

Domesday assigns 1 carucate in Don isthorpe to
Hen ry de Ferrers.
“1 Represen ting part of H enry de Ferrers’ hold ing
of 1 0 carucates.
“2 Domesday assigns 1 } carucates here to H enry
de Ferrers.
“3 No land is assigned to H enry de Ferrers here in
the Domesday Survey either of Leicestersh ire o r

Derbyshire.
I t wou ld seem impossible to iden tify Ch iltesto n ’

with Chilcote in th is neighbourhood, fo r the lat ter
appears as Caldecote in the Derbyshire Domesday

,

but no other place with a name approximating to
Ch iltesto n can be found in this quarter.
“5 In Domesday 3 carucates in Appleby form part

o fthe (escheated) land of the Coun tess Godiva. The
presen t half carucate no doubt was inc luded among
these 3 caruca tes, and it is probable that the carucate
in Ch iltesto n above was involved in the same en try.
“5 Domesday assigns 14 carucates in Ashby de la
Zouch to Hugh de Grentem aisn il

,
which were held

of h im by Ivo . I t is very possible th at this large
figure inc ludes some of the land in the cen tre of this
wapen take, which, though en tered in the presen t
survey, cannot be iden tified in Domesday.

"7 See the previous hundred.
“8 It is possible that this half carucate, like the

2 caruca tes in Sn ibston above, being held at th e date
of this survey by Hugh the sherifi, was included in
Domesday among the 8] caru cates there ascribed to
Packington, al though the on ly en try referring to
Osga thorpe in Domesday assigns 1 a rucate there to
H enry de Ferrers.

NO

FRAMLAND WAPENTAKE
HUNDR ED OE COLD O VERTON (Caleve rto n ’)
In th e sam e v ill 1 2 caru cates of the fee of
W illiam de Albin i) ”
In SOMEREDEBIA [Som erby] R obert de Ferrers

5 carucat es.

”3 In t h e sam e place R oger d e
Mowbray 6 caru cates.

1 54 In t he same place
R obert Marm ion 3 caru cates, and in BURG [Bu r
rou gh] 3 caru cates? “
In DALBIA [L it tle Dalby] R obert de Fe rrers

5 caru cates and 1 bovate of th e fee of Tessun

(dejeodo tessun).
1 5 6

“9 Held byNigel de Albin i in 1 086 . The curious
phrase pertinet ad defencio nem de Swepesto n m eans
that these 2 carucates formed part of the total assess
men t of the lat ter vil l fo r purposes of the Danegeld .

Domesday assigns the same am oun t of land to
the king in Shepshed .
'5‘See above under Bel ton

,
note 1 1 3 .

“2 H e ld in 1 086 by Dru de Bevrere .

“3 This en try c learly includes the 3 } carucates
which Domesday assigns to H en ry de Fe rrers in
Somerby. I t is possible that it also incl udes the
I t} carucates of so keland wh ich the king possessed in
that vil l in 1 086 .

’5‘No land in Somerby is assigned by Domesday
to Geoffrey de Wirce, Roger’s predecessor, bu t he is
credited with 7 carucates in Lit tle Dal by and 3 } caru
cates in ‘Go dto rp.

’ The latter place h as not been
iden tified, bu t is probably represen ted by ‘Gille th o rp,’
below, to which 3 carucates are assigned here. In

cluding the carucate in Burrough, below, the sum o f

Roger de Mowbray’s land in this hundred amoun ts
to carucates as compared with the 1 1 1} carucates
assigned by Domesday to Geoffrey de Wirce in Little
Dalby, Burrough, andWithcote.
“5 Domesday assigns 5g carucates to Robert Dis

pensato r in Somerby, an amoun t wh ich probably
includes part of the 3 carucates here referred to Bur
rough . But Domesday also states that H erbert
Serviens held 6 bovates of so keland in the Fram land
portion of Burrough, which m ay have passed to
Robert Dispensator. See above under Knossington
hundred, p. 345 .

Represen ting the 5 caru cates held in 1 086 by
Roger of H enry de Ferrets as an appendage to the
manor of Somerby. Roger is proved by th e Tu tbury
Chartulary (see above, p. 29 2 , Domesday In troduction)
to be Roger de Livet, but h is iden tification throws no
light upon the fee ofTessun,’ above.

3 5 1



HUNDRED OF EA STWELL
In th e sam e v ill R obert de Ferrers 2 caru

cat es.

1 62 In th e sam e plac e R oger de Mowbray
6 caru ca tes.’63 R obert de I nsu la 4 carucates) “

In A ITONA [Ea ton] t he sam e R obert 3 caru

cates and 2 bova tes. Also hal f a caru cat e and

half a bovat e belon ging to (de) Belvoir. In the

same place R obert de I nsu la 8 caru cates and

3 bovates and a half.1 65
In BRANTESTON [Branston ] th e bishop of

Lin coln 7 caru cates and a half. 1 66 R obert de
Insu la 4 carucates and a hal f.”

HUNDRED OE MELTON MOWBRAY

In th e sam e v ill R oger de Mowbray 1 5 caru
cat es.1 68
In BURTON [Bu rton Lazars] th e sam e, 1 1 caru
cates and 7 bovates.

” Also 3 caru cat es belong
‘5 7 See above, note 1 54.

“8 H eld by Robert Dispensator in 1 086 .

”9 See above, note 1 54.

H eld in 1 086 by Geoffrey deWirce, as so keland
appurtenan t to Pickwell.
'5'If the presen t survey can be trusted , Newbold

was assessed at 4] carucateswh ich were divided equally
between Go sec o te

,
Gartree

,
and Fram landWapen takes

(see above, notes 2 2 and Domesday assigns 3 caru
cates there to H enry de Ferrerswithou t specifying the
wapen takes in which they lay, so that it is impossible
to tel l whether the presen t 1 5 carucates are represen ted
among the Domesday 3 carucates, o r not.

"32 No t en tered by name in Domesday, but possibly
included in the figure given fo r Stapleford.

’5 3 H eld by Geoffrey de Wirce in 1 086 .

Probably represen ting part of the 5 } carucatesheld of the king by Aschil in 1 086 .

This importan t vil l is en tirely omitted from the
Domesday Survey, in which it should have been
en tered among the lands of Robert de To deni. I t is

possible, however, that part of Eaton may be included
in the 5 } carucates assigned by Domesday to Aschil
in Eastwel l. In th e Chartulary of Croxton Abbey it
is stated that Eaton and Branston (see below) were
assessed at 1 2 carucates each . (Belvoir MSS. Hist.

MSS. Co rn. Rep. iv,
As in Domesday. m Omit ted in Domesday.
Fo r the impossible assessmen t assigned toMel ton

In SIXTENEBIA [Sysonby] 4 caruca tes and a

half belon ging to t h e sam e feed"5 In t he sam e
plac e KingDav id 4 caru cates and a half? ”

In ALEBIA [Welby] 9 caru cates belon gin g
.

to
t h e fee of R oger (de Mowbray). In t he sam e
plac e KingDav id 3 caru cates.

HUNDR ED OF NETHER BROUGHTON
D ROCTONA

In th e sam e v ill th e c ou n t of Mortain 1 2 ca

rucates.
1 7 7

InTHOR ? [ThorpeArn old] t he earl ofLeicest er
1 2 caru cates.

”a

In BRANTINGBI A [Brentingby] 6 caru cat es
belon ging to th e sam e fee.” 9

In R INGOLFESTORP [Goldsm ith ’s Gran ge] 2

carucates and 2 bovat es belon ging to t h e sam e

‘7°H eld by Roger de Bush i n 1 086 .

H eld by Henry de Ferrers in 1 086.

1" Representing the 1 0 carucates assigned by
Domesday to Geoffrey de Wirce in Freeby
"3 H eld by Geoffrey deWirce in 1 086.

’7‘This is the Chitebie of Domesday which was
held as 8 carucates by Geoffrey de Wirce .

"5 H eld by Geoffrey de Wirce in 1 086 .

m The detailswh ich follow are given differen tly by
Domesday, but the total assessmen t of Welby and

Sysonby (2 1 carucates) is the same as in the presen t
survey. Thus the Coun tess Judith’s portion of these
vills consisted of half a carucate in Sysonby and

8 ] carucates inWelby as against 7 3. carucates assignedhere to h er descendan t King David. Geoffrey de
Wirce in 1 086 held 7? carucates as against 9 caru
cates now in the possession of Roger de Mowbray in
Welby. I t seems eviden t that 1 } carucates must
have been transferred from the Coun tess judith to
Geoffrey de Wirce o r h is successors, and in the de
scription of the coun tess’s land we find a distinct estate
of 1 1 carucates which was held of her by a certain
Godwin, and probably represen ts the holding in
nest1on .
”7 The king’s in Domesday. All the crown lands

in Fram land wapen take had been given by Henry I
to h is nephew Stephen, coun t ofMortain .
"3 Domesday assigns 1 8 carucates inThorpe Arnold
to H ugh de Grentem aisn il, a sum wh ich represen ts
the presen t 1 2 carucates and also the 6 carucates
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In BUCHEMINEST [Buckm inster] andSEUSTl-ZRN
[Sewst ern] 9 caru ca t es and 4 bova tes belon ging
to th e fee Of th e bishop of L in coln .203 In t h e
sam e plac e R obert de F errers half a caru cat e .204
William Mesch in 5 caru ca tes. ”05

In SESSEBIA [Sax by] Kin g Dav id 3 caruca tes.206
R obert de Ferrers 3 caru cates.”

HUNDR ED OF LONG CLAWSON
In th e sam e v ill 1 6 carucates and a half and
half a bovate.208 In th e sam e place HenryTu chet

1 1 carucates less 1 bovate .209

In HOUWEs [Hose] 7 carucates and a half be
lon ging to th e fee of Belvoir.

“

HUNDRED OF STAPLEFORD

In th e sam e v ill 1 0 carucates belon ging to the
fee of R obert de Ferrers.

21 1

In WIMUNDEHAM [Wymondham] and in

THORPE [Edmondthorpe] 2 7 caruca tes and a

half belon gin g to th e sam e fee .212 R ichardBasse t
3 carucates and a half"1 3

As in Domesday.
No t entered separately in Domesday, but very

possibly included in the surplus assessmen t of Saxby.
” 5 H eld by Wil l iam Loveth in 1 086 .

’06 Part of the Coun tess Judith ’s 5 carucates in
Saxby.

” 7 Domesday assigns 5 carucates here to Henry de
Ferrers as appurtenan t to Stapleford .

” 3 H eld by Robert de To den i in 1 086 .

This represen ts the Domesday fief of Robert
‘H o stiarius,

’ which according to that survey com
prised 6 carucates in Long Clawson and 4§ in
H ose carucates as against 1 05 carucates en

tered above.
Domesday assigns 1 0 carucates h ere to Robert de

To den i. The Croxton Chartu lary, however, pu ts the
assessmen t of Long Clawson at 1 6 carucates and that
of H ose at 1 2, giving a total of 2 8 carucates fo r the
hundred as against 3431:gimpl ied here and 3 7 1 13 implied by Domesday .
m
Domesday assigns 14 carucates to H enry de

Ferrers in Stapleford.
H e ld by H enry de Ferrers in 1 086.

"3 H eld, as in Wymondham
,
by Robert de Buci

in 1 086 .

In th e sam e v ill and in Plu ngar 1 7 caru cates
b elon gin g to t h e fee o fW illiam de Albin i.214 In
t h e sam e v ill R ichard Basset r carucat e .21 5
In STACTH IRN [Sta th ern] William de Albin i

8 caruca tes and a half. In the sam e place R oger
de Mowbray 8 carucates. R obert de I nsula
1 caruca t e and a half.21 8

HUNDRED OF BOTTESFORD
In th e sam e vill and Muston and Norman ton
W illiam de A lbin i 3 2 carucates.

” In th e sam e
plac e Agn es de Gau n t 2 caruca tes.218
In Mo s

'
t o N [Muston] R obert de I nsu la 1 caru

cate and a half.21 9

HUNDRED OF CROXTON KERR IAL
In t h e sam e v ill the cou n t OfMortain 24caru
cates.220
In HAR ESTAN [Harston] th e sam e c oun t

1 2 caru cates.

221

Plungar is not men tioned by name in Domesday,
which however assigns 1 7 carucates in H arby to
Robert de To den i.
"5 H eld by Robert de Buci in 1 086.

m The 1 0 carucates which the presen t en try assigns
to Wil l iam de Al bin i and Robert de Insu la represen t
Robert deTo deni’sDomesday estate of 92carucates in
Stathern . On the other hand

, Geoffrey de Wirce,
Roger de Mowbray’s predecessor, held 8 } carucates
here as against the latter’s 8 carucates

,
so that the total

assessmen t of Stathern is the same in both surveys. I t

is noteworthy that the holdings of Robert de To den i
and Geoffrey de Wirce in Stathern were held by th e
same pair of undertenan ts

,
William de Bo isro hard and

an unknown Roger.

"7 In Domesday Robert de To deni is assigned
2 1 carucates in Bot tesford, of wh ich he possessed
9 carucates in demesne, t he remaining 1 2 carucates
being parcelled o ut among ten sub-tenan ts. There is
no men tion of either Muston o r Norman ton in
Domesday, but the 3 carucates which Robert held
in Redmile, and which are not accoun ted fo r here by
name, m ay perhaps be included in the 3 2 carucates
given above fo r Bot tesford .
m This holding cannot be traced in Domesday.
m This estate probably formed part o f the fief of

Robert deTo den i in 1 086, but it cannot be iden tified
among the Domesday en tries relating to the lat ter’s
lands. The king’s in 1 086.

m Ibid .



HE date o f th e c onversion o f Leic estershire to Christian ity can be
fixed with to lerable c ertain ty . I t was in the year 6 5 3 that Penda

’s
son Beada, then sub—king o f the M id-Angles, re turned from h is

baptism . in Northumbria
,
bringing with h im four Sco tic monks,

Adda
, Betti, Cedda, and Diama, to preach to h is people .‘ The last—named o f

t hese fou r was c on sec rated bishop o f all Merc ia in From this time the
work o f evangelization seems to have gone on qu ietly and steadily

, and we do
not hear o f any seriou s lapses from the faith in this part o f the c oun try . Of

Leicestershire , as dist ingu ished from the rest o f the Merc ian kingdom ,
litt le is

known u n til the coming o f Archbishop Theodore in 6 68 . There is littl e
reason to doubt that th e five-fo ld partition o f the vast dioc ese o f Merc ia was

planned by Theodore himself at the c ounc il o f Hatfield, though it is hard to
say when the first steps were taken towards the carrying o ut o f h is scheme . 3

At the time o f th e c ounc il (A .D . 67 9) Sexulfwas bishop o f all Merc ia,‘bu t
th e first bishop OfLeic ester was Cuthwine

,
who died some time before the year

At h is death the ru le o f the new dioc ese was offered by King Ethelred
to the exiled Wilfrid,“who on ly kept it fo r a few years . An unbroken su c

c ession o fbishops o fLeic ester canno t be shown to begin before the c o nsecra

tion o fTo rh th elm in H e w as fol lowed by ten Others
,

8 bu t the last fou r
mu s t have worked under great difficu l ties

,
fo r the resistanc e o fMerc ia to the

Dan ish invaders h ad prac tic al ly c eased in The las t b ishop o fLeic ester
,

Le o fwine , h ad nominal charge o f Lindsey also
,

10 bu t before h is death (circa
9 6 5 )

n he h ad set tled h imself permanen t ly at Dorchester.

1 9 I t wou ld seem
that in h is day t here was more need than ever fo r a bishop in th e northern
M idlands

,
ju st th en recovering from a c en tu ry o f raids and devastation s ; and

there mu st have been plen ty Ofmissionary work fo r the Church to do amongst
the Dan es

,
who remained as permanen t settlers . Bu t from this t ime there

was n ever ano ther bishop o fLeic ester .

There are no even ts o f great in terest c onnec ted w ith the early history o f

Christian ity in th is coun try . The name o fSt . Wigstan ,
a princ e o f the royal

Bede, Err]. H ist. iii, 1 , 30. Ibid. 2 2 Bright, Ear/y Eng]. C6. H irt. 1 8 1 .

Florence ofWo rc . Cbro n. (Engl. H ist. i
, 3 6. Bede, Err]. Hirt. iv, 1 3 .

5 H addon and Stubbs, Councils, iii, 1 2 7
—
9 . H irtariam qftbe Ck. t ork (Rolls i

, 6 5 .

7 Haddon and Stubbs, Couflri/r, iii, 1 2 7—9 . Stubbs, Reg. Sacr. Aug]. 2 24.

With the flight of Burrhed Florence ofWore. Cbro rx. (Engl. Hist . ii, 9 2 .

I bid. i, Stubbs, Reg. Sacr. Angl. 2 24. this is the date of h is last signature.
Will. ofMalm es. De Gert. Pant. (Rolls 3 1 2 .
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hou se o fMerc ia, is s til l preserved in the dedication o fthe church o fWistow,

wh ich m ay
perhaps be the traditional sc ene Ofh ismurder by the hand o f one

o fh is own kin smen .

“ The legend is no t Ofmu ch in terest in any case , but the
year to wh ich h is martyrdom is assigned by the chronic lers was c ertain ly a

year o fill-omen fo r Merc ia and all England. H e is said to have been m u r

dered in 8 5 0,
and in 8 5 1 the Danish pirates, who h ad been won t to retu rn

home after their plundering raids, fo r the first time se ttled down to spend the
win ter in Thanet . Twen ty-fou r years later they h ad obtained possession Of

Merc ia ;‘5 and from 874 to 9 1 9 , when Leic ester was again occ upied by an

English army u nder the heroic E th elfled,“ the churches Of the M idlands lay
deso late and forsaken .

During the ten th and eleven th c en tu ries there mu s t have been a revival
o f chu rch life, fo r the Domesday Survey poin ts to the existenc e o fa large
number o fchu rches in this c ou n ty. There were apparen tly seven‘7 in the
town o f Leic ester and in forty-one places besides,1 8 a priest is men tioned as

residen t on the manor amongst the serfs, bordars , and other set tled inhabitan t s .
N o r c ou ld these have been the on ly churches in th e coun ty. The names o f

M isterton 1 9 and Bu ckmin ster, n either o f them inc luded in the above list ,
imply the existenc e o f importan t chu rches there are three Kirkbys and the
dedication o f Scalford

,
Shepshed, Ratc liffe Cu ley, Stathern , Brau n stone , Great

Glen
,
and Orton on the H il l , to the honour o f St . Egelwin ,

S t . Bo to lf,
S t . Gu th lac

,
St . Cu thbert

,
and St . Edith , are suggestive o f a Saxon foundation .

I t is o f some in terest al so to no te that at Market Bosworth and at Wigston
the Domesday Survey men tion s no t on ly a priest , bu t a deacon o r cleric , and
at Melton Mowbray two priest s whils t among the forty-two town s o r

villages which h ad one priest, H u nco te , Earl Shil ton , andNewton (Harcourt ?)
were on ly smal l hamlets

,
and not separate parishes at any time . There is

therefore more evidenc e in Leicestersh ire than in most coun ties to prove the
existenc e Ofa large number o fparish c hurches before the Conqu est .

Apart from the parish churches, however, the lands gran ted to the
Chu rch in th is c ou n ty before the survey were c omparatively few, and o f

smal l valu e .

The b ishop o fLinc oln 20 h ad th e largest revenu e
, bu t h is ho lding s were

smal l and scattered. The to tal valu e o f h is property was {I1 5 65 . The
abbot o f Peterborough held in Lang ton and Great Easton 21 1 9 caru cates

,

worth
J£ 1 2 . The abbo t Of Coven try held the manor Of Burbage

,
and 43 5

carucates in Po t ters Mars ton
,
Barwell , S taple ton , Scraptoft, and Packington ; 2

2

‘3 Wistanesto u in Domesday.
The earliest version of the story is in Florence of Wo rc . Cbron. (Engl. H ist . 1 , 7 2 it is also

found in Matthew Paris, Cbro fl . Maj. (Rolls i, 3 80 and john of Tynemou th , Nova Legeflda Anglia: (ed .
H orstman) , ii, 46 5— 7 . None men tion the place where he was murdered bu t all say he was carried thence tobe buried at Repton, beside h is fatherWigm und.

‘5 F lorence ofWo rc . Cfiron. (Engl . H ist . i, 9 2 .

1° Ibid. 1 2 8 .‘7 Four in the possession of H ugh de Grantem esnil two in the p o ssession of the bishop of Lincoln within
the town and on the manor of the latter, ou tside the town, there was a priest, apparen tly serving th e churchof St. Margaret . See Domesday translation .

"3 In this number are not included the three priests who held portions of the king’s aims—land only those
who appear to be residen t.

Minstreto ne in Domesday. Se e Domesday translation .
The statemen t that these lands were recen tly acquired furn ishes evidence against the charter in Kemble

,

Cod. D ipl. dcccclxxxiv.

These were probably a part of Leofric’s original endowmen t Ofthe abbey. Ibid. dccccxvi, dccccxxxix.

‘
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throughou t the c en tury .

Robert Grossete te was himself archdeacon Of Leic ester and prebendary
o f St . Margaret ’s from 1 2 2 5 to There are few records o f h is l ife
and work in this coun ty, bu t one o f h is le t ters written during this period is
very in teresting. The younger Simon de Mon tfort , as lord o f L eic ester

,

h ad rec en tly gran ted to th e burghers a charter by wh ich he promised that
'

no Jew in h is time , o r in th e t ime o f any Of h is su cc essors in fiflem mum /i,
shou ld live within the liberty o f the town .

3 5 Those already in Leic ester were
accordingly expelled, and some o f them appeal ed to the coun tess o fWinchester
fo r permission to sett le on h er lands . She was apparen tly inc lined at first to
gran t this favou r, bu t Grossetete wro te a let ter to dissu ade h er. I t wou ld be
unreasonable to expec t o f h im the same spirit Of religiou s to leration which
comes natural ly to u s in England in the twen tieth c en tury bu t h is treatmen t
o f th is difficu l t qu estion is at any rate free from the narrow bigo try so common
in h is own day.

He argu ed that the first du ty Of a Christian princ e is to pro tec t h is own
subj ec ts, no t on ly from Open enem ies , but from the pet ty tyranny o f

unscrupu lou s u su rers . The Jews in this respec t are real oppressors Of th e
Christian s

, and therefore a Christian princ e who cherishes them does a wrong
to h is own people . The Jews are in tended to be a living sermon to u s

wanderers fo r ever u pon th e fac e o f the earth becau se o f the sin s o f their
fathers . Nevertheless the Chris tian ru ler mu st no t kil l o r do them ac tual
hu rt ; he shou ld rather try to provide them with the mean s o f earning an

honest livelihood by the labours o f their hands , in stead o fby base gain . Su c h
is the substance Of the letter ; and the archdeacon ends by exhorting th e

c oun tess to see that h er bailiffs do no t exac t t ithes too stiffly in the parish o f

h is prebend.

“

In 1 2 5 2 died John o f Basingstoke
,
ano ther archdeacon o f no te . L ike

Grossetete he was a Greek scholar
,
a somewhat rare acc omp lishmen t in those

3°Ashby de la Zouch, Tilton , Great Dalby
,Quen iborough, Barkby, Loddington, Shepshed, Lockington ,

Barrow-o n-Soar,Diseworth, Breedon, Rothley, North Kilworth,Thorn ton, Ratcliffe-o u-Wreak, Long Clawson ,
Hose, Eaton, Stonesby, Barkestone,Theddingworth, Horninghold, Evington, King’s Norton , Foxton , Welham,
Billesdon, Thurnby, Wymeswold, Frisby-o n-Wreak, Lowesby, Tugby, Hinckley, Shackerstone

, Peatling
Magna, Cosby, Swinford, Dun ton Bassett, Bitteswell, Plungar, Ratby, Thorpe Arnold, Croxton Kerrial,
Somerby, Owston , Ashby Magna.

Under Grossetete were ordained the vicarages Of Scraptoft and Galby.
Under Gravesend : Saltby, Glen Magna, Packington , Belton , Claybrooke, Scalford, and St. Margaret’s,

Leicester.

Under Sutton Melton Mowbray. Enderby was ordained either then o r earlier.
3‘Epist. Gmssetite (Rolls I n trod. xxx iv—vi.



days ; he h ad no t on ly studied at Paris , bu t h ad travelled as far as A th en s in
pursu it Ofknowledge . On h is retu rn he did all he c ou ld to awaken a zeal
fo r learning amongs t h is friends and fellow—c ou n trymen . He to ld wondrou s
tales o f the wisdom o f the Greeks, and espec ial ly o f a l earned lady, th e

daughter o fan archbishop , who h ad tau gh t h im — so he main tain ed— every
th ing he knew that was worth knowing. He also tran slated a Greek grammar
in to Lat in fo r the benefi t o f studen ts .3 7

Before Grossete te became archdeac on the first c omplete lis t o f churches
in th is c oun ty h ad been drawn up by order o fBishop Hugh o fWells . This
rec ord, known as the Matr z

'

cu/us o fBishop H ugh ,88 is o fgreat in terest and it

was stil l u sed as a standard o freferenc e fo r the c hurches and chapels o fLeic ester
shire as late as the seven teen th c en tu ry . I t is far more c omplete than the
Taxatz

’

o o fPope Nicho las, as it gives no t merely the chu rches, bu t the names
o f their patron s, and the number o f appenden t chapels belonging to each ,
with an exac t ac coun t Of the way in which they were served. We learn
from this record that there were at th is time 206 churches in the coun ty,
and sixty-five o f these h ad parochial chapels fo r the benefit o f villagers in
more remote ham le ts . These lat ter were u su al ly served by chaplain s from
the moth er church abou t three times a week

, bu t Shearsby, Co tes de Val,

B u rbage, Cou n testhorpe, Peckleto n ,
Earl Shil ton

,
Barl estone , Stoke Golding,

L indley, Ratc liffe Cu ley , Twyc ross , Snarestone , Sn ibston , O sgathorpe,
S taun ton Haro ld, Worth ington , Donington , Gaddesby, Wartnaby , Keyham,

G rimston , Chadwell , Great Easton , Nevill Ho l t
,
Blas ton (St . G iles) , Marke t

Harborough
,
Goadby

,
Thorpe Langton

,
Tur Langton , Fleckney, Kilby,

Ho ton, Co tes (u nder Prestwo ld) , Sou th Thu rmaston , Bu rstal l, East Norton ,
Burton Lazars

,
and Eye Kett l eby/ were provided with residen t c haplain s so

that th e ordinary spiritual needs o f the vil lagers in these plac es were almost
as well provided fo r as if they h ad been separate parishes . Our modern
ac tivities in chu rch—bu ilding seem c old and langu id when we read th rough
lists like these

,
and reflec t upon the scan ty popu lation fo r which su ch fu ll

provision was made.
I t h as been already remarked that the bishops Of this c en tu ry were c are

fu l to see that parish chu rches did no t suffer loss through their appropriation
to religiou s hou ses . They h ad to keep an equal ly watchfu l eye upon secu lar
patron s and the rec tors o f the richer benefic es. The laymen who h ad livings
in their gift looked upon them very Often as noth ing more than a provision
fo r younger son s

,
o r fo r needy relatives and dependen ts, and there were c ases

qu ite early in th e c en tu ry where the bishops h ad to raise a protest again st th e
presen tation o f u nfit person s . SO in 1 2 2 1 , on e Ralf de Tu rvil le, stil l an
a colyte, was presen ted by Hugh Despen ser to a portion in the chu rch o f

Loughborough ; he h ad to be admonished three years later to frequ en t the
school s and qualify himselffo r h is work .

” A succ essor Ofh is in 1 243 needed
the same warning,‘0 and two rec tors o fGreat Bowden held their benefic es fo r
many years withou t ' the sligh test in ten tion Of being ordained to the priest

Matt . Paris, Ch an. Maj. (Rolls Ser .) v. 2 84— 7 .

3°A complete transcript o f it is con tained in Cot t. MS. Nero
, D . x ; another copy of it, with some

s l ight variations, is among the rol ls of Bishop Lexington ( 1 2 54 at Lincoln it is referred to as
‘The

Matriculus of the bishop frequently in Ch aryte
’
s Rental: (see Leicester Abbey) , and it was eviden tly in the

h ands of the visitors of the archdeaconry in 1 6 34 (S P. D o m . Chas. I , dxxxv,
3°W. E. D imock Fletcher, Recto rs ofLougébo rougb, 1 0, 1 1 . Ibid .
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hood.

‘1 V icarages h ad to be regu larly arranged at Aylestone, Leire, Wh it
wick, Bot tesford, and el sewhere, so that non-residen t rec tors might be c o m

pelled
to make proper provision fo r th e priests who real ly served their

parishes ." Another prac tic e wh ich had to be kept in check was th e farming
o f rec tories, not infrequ en tly to religiou s hou ses . O liver Su t ton seems to
have been espec ially watchfu l and diligen t in th is respec t ."3 The work o f

th is great bishop h as been somewhat c ast
'

in to the shade by the more striking
personality o fGrossetete , o fwhom he was a worthy su cc essor qu ite as un

c ompromising in matters o fprinc iple, and qu ite as free from all self-in terest
,

he knew no respec t o fperson s where h is du ty was c onc erned, and h is hand
was heavy on all tran sgressors again s t th e order o f the church .

“ In h is time
— an age o f strong lights and shadows , as all who study it know wel l— case s
o f vio lenc e done to c lerks h ad become mu ch too c ommon ; 46 it was th e

bishop ’s du ty to make an example. I t chanc ed that Thomas Basset t , lord o f

Welham ,
h ad roughly assau l ted a c l erk named Hugh Pepyn in h is own parish

chu rch . The chu rch itself h ad firs t to be reconc il ed,
’

after this ac t o f

sac rilege and it was appoin ted that on the fo l lowing day the Offender shou ld
appear at the in troit o f the mass, barefoo t, bare—headed, u ngirt, ho lding in
each hand a lighted c andle , under the great rood c ross . There he shou ld
stand un til th e time o f the oblat ion , when he was to offer the candl es at th e

high al tar. Hugh Pepyn ,
who h ad eviden t ly no t been blameless in th e

m at ter
,
was to do h is penanc e al so . H e was su spended from h is sacred

func tion s fo r a t ime , and after t he reading o fthe gospel atmass was to rec eive
a stroke o f the disc ipline in the sigh t o fall men , on h is u ncovered shou lders.
The whole sc ene mu st have been an impressive il lu stration Of t he Church ’s
teaching on the subj ec t o f sacrilege .46

I t was in the time o fB ishop Su t ton that the Taxation Of Pope Nicho las
was c ompiled. In the case Of

'

m any c oun ties o fEngland this is the first c lear
list Ofparish chu rches that can be Obtained bu t in Leic estershire , as we have
seen

,
there is an earlier and better rec ord in existenc e . The Taxatz

’

a adds

very l it tl e to the statistic s already given . Eleven parish chu rches are al to
gether omitted

,

47 on ly three being named in the town o fLeicester, wh ic h h ad

The first
,
Nicholas de Luveto t

, was presen ted under the canonical age, and actually refused to be
ordained , though the bishop urged h im several times. H e was deprived finally ; but the second, Robert of
St. Albans

,
who was also rector of Essendon, H erts, Obtained a d ispensation fo r h is irregu larities from Pope

Nicholas IV, in consideration of his having taken the vow of a Crusader. Stocks and Bragg, Parisb Ree. qf
Market Harborougb, 2 1 , 2 2 , from the Memo randa of Bishop Sut ton . ‘2 See Rol ls ofH ugh ofWells.

43 The rector of Kirkby Mal lory farmed h is church to Leicester Abbey fo r five years on condition that
the farm should be given up if the bishop d isapproved, but neither party thought it necessary to find o ut th e
bishop’s opin ion til l four years after the arrangemen t was made. Linc . Epis. Reg. Memo. Sut ton, 1 1 2 d.

See accoun t of Dunstable Priory, V.C.H . Beds. i.

Compare a case o f extraordinary lack of self-restrain t in 1 306
— a vicar who killed h is clerk fo r coming

late to ring the bells. Ree. (y
'

Boro . q eie. i, 3 69 .

‘6 Linc . Epis. Reg. Memo. Sut ton , iii. There is a case between the vicar of Melton Mowbray and h is
patron, the prior of Lewes, about this time wh ich reads unpleasan tly. The vicar complained tha t h e
h ad to serve four parochial chapels as wel l as h is church, that he h ad not a suffi cien t share Of the tithes, and
that ifa parishioner died leaving on ly one live beast, the rector claimed it. H e finally resigned h is claims,
in consideration of being allowed to appoin t his own holy-water clerk. Cal. ty

'

Anet. D . A. 7 9 3 5 .

‘7 Catthorpe (Thorp Thomas) , Swinford , Dal by on the Wolds, Congerstone, andWithcote, besides the
six Leicester churches, are found in the Matriculus bu t not in the Taxatio . The church of Weston, which in
1 2 20 had neither parson n o r patron , and was served three times a week by the monks of Merevale, was
probably already abandoned in 1 29 1 . The church of Aldeby on Soar

,
of which we are told by Charyte that

it was in the thirteen th cen tury disused and pu l led down
, and Enderby made the parish church in its place,

is not men tioned at all in the Matt ias/as. Nichols, Leic. iv, 1 5 9 .
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c onfession s and give absolu tion , even in cases u su al ly reserved fo r h imself.
O ther troubles fo l lowed. The sheep and oxen wandered through the fields
u n tended, and died in great numbers fo r wan t o fc are ; then a mu rrain broke
o u t among them also . The c rops perished u ngathered and in th e n ext year
there was famine .“ Thomas Wal singham , o f St . A lban s, writes in the same
strain : ‘Su ch misery came o f all these sorrows, that the world h as never
since retu rned to its former state.

’ 5 9

Some doubt h as rec en tly been thrown upon Kn ighton ’s statistic s ; and

indeed the records o f the borough Of Leic ester a few years later show a

degree o fprosperity which is hard to u nderstand if n early a third o f the
popu lation h ad been swep t away in the plagu e .60 Bu t whatever m ay have
been the ac tual tru th with regard to t he people general ly, there is no qu estion
at all abou t the effec ts o f the pestilenc e amongst the c lergy and religiou s .
The registers o f B ishop Gynwell in 1 3 49

5 1 show a steady rise in the number
o fdeaths from May onwards by the end o f November as many as seven ty
two o f the parish c lergy h ad perished. The large abbey o fCroxton Kerrial
was almost emptied o f its inhabitan ts ; six o f the chan try priests in the
c o l l ege Of Kirby Bellars died with in the same year ; 63 o ther religiou s hou ses
wh ich have left no record no doubt suffered in similar ways .“ In 1 3 6 1 th e
registers show a fresh ou tbreak . Forty-three parish priests died in th is year,
seven o f the canon s as well as the dean Of Newark ,“5 and nearly all the
brethren o f St . John ’s Hospital in Leicester.

66 This evidenc e , which is qu ite
independen t Of Kn igh ton , tends to prove that though h is figu res m ay no t be
en tirely accurate, h is p ic tu re is no t on the whole seriou sly overdrawn .

The effec ts o f these troubles upon charac ter differed, as migh t be ex

pec ted, very widely . To some the visitation brough t a deeper sen se -Of sin

and fear Of judgemen t ; this led to the mu l tiplication Of chan tries and gild
services . The reckless grew more wild and reckless than ever : the year
following the pestil enc e is special ly marked by daring thefts and ac ts o f

sacril ege . Thieves en tered th e monastery o f Leic ester and oth ers in th e
n eighbourhood

,
c arrying Off relic s, images, and sacred vessels wherever they

c ou ld lay hands upon th em .

“7 The rights o f sanc tuary were so Often invaded
that the bishop h ad to issu e a spec ial c ondemnation o f this form o f ou trage .
Tw o no table cases occu rred in c onnexion with the chapel o f S t . Sepu lchre
ou tside Leic ester abou t this time . One Wal ter Wynkbo u rn was hanged at

Leic ester under sen tenc e o f th e prec eptor o f Dalby on h is way to bu rial in
the c emetery o f St . Sepu lchre be revived

,
and was carried in to th e chapel fo r

safety . H ere he was guarded by the priest in c harge u n til a spec ial pardon
c ou ld be obtained fo r h im from the king

,
withou t which he wou ld c ertain ly

have been dragged o u t and hanged again . The pardon in this case was easily

Cbron. Henrici Knigbton (Rolls ii, 6 1 .

5°Walsingham, H ist. Angl. i, 2 7 3 .

5°Miss Bateson suggests that the totals in Kn ighton m ay be made up by adding several years together.

Ree. of Bo ro . qf Leic. ii, p . lxiv. I t is n ecessary to refer to these facts, which belong properly to the
e

t

c

l

o n o m ic and social history Of the coun ty
, in order to show the importance Ofthe evidence as to deaths among

1 e cl ergy.
5‘Linc. Epis. Reg. Inst. Gynwell, 294d. 302 d. Anyone who has studied the episcopal registers knows

that they are never qu ite complete so that the number given above is certain ly below the tru th .
6’ Rymer, Foedera, v, 7 2 9 .

63 Linc . Epis. Reg. I nst . Gynwell.
A Chartu lary of Garendon Abbey notes five plagu e years— 1 348, 1 3 6 1 , 1 3 69, 1 3 74, 1 3 89 .

Linc. Epis. Reg. Inst . Gynwell, 3 3 3— 5 .

66 Ibid . 3 344‘7
Cbron. H . Knigbton (Rol ls ii

, 1 20
— 1 .

5° Linc. Ep is. Reg. Memo . Buckingham, 1 2 3 .
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o f Christian knigh thood was always dear— ‘Deu s tibi dedit vitam,
et nos

dabim u s cartam .

’ 69 Poor Peter King
,
who met with a like fate ten years

later, was less fortu nate . H e revived as he lay before the al tar Of the chapel ,
and c laimed th e right o f sanc tuary ; bu t a few days after some o f ‘Satan ’s
satel lites ’ broke in , dragged h im o u t, and hanged h im again more thoroughly .

70

The total effec t o f the pestil ence was, as all acknow ledge
,
no t to draw

men togeth er
,
bu t to widen exis ting breac hes between rich and poor, between

h igher and lower ranks o f the c lergy. The town o fLeic ester was threatened
with an invasion o f the same ‘

rioters who h ad done so mu ch m ischief at

S t . Alban s, and th e abbo t o f St. Mary de Pré was even afraid to shel ter the
j ewel s and furn iture Of John o fGaun t fo r fear o fbringing trouble to h is own
hou se . Bu t the who l e affair seems to have been on ly an alarm there was no
ac tual at tack .

71

One definite resu l t o f the deprec iation Of landed property after the
pestilence was the decay o f some o f the parochial chapels . Those which
h ad always been scan tily endowed cou ld no longer main tain a priest ; they
were first disu sed and then fell in to ru in s . Of the chapels o f H am eldo n ,

Bescaby
,
Wh ellesbo ro ugh , Whatborough , Baggrave , M irabel , Altfleetfo rd,

North and Sou th Marefield
,
Newbo ld Sanc ey, Odsto ne, and Oth o rpe no thing

is known after th e fou rteen th c en tu ry . On the o ther hand a few wer

freshly endowed w ith chan tries , and some were bu il t to su it the needs o f

shifting popu lation . Mowsl ey, Kn ighton , Thorpe Acre , Go lte
,

and the
chapel o f o ur Lady on the bridge o f Leic ester are no t men tioned in a list
o fchu rches and chapels fo r the year and mu st have been bu il t after
the pestilenc e .

The foundation o f chan tries and gilds m ay perhaps be appro
priately deal t with at this poin t ; mos t o f them date from the fourteen th
c en tu ry , and their importanc e and number increase gradu al ly th rough the
fifteen th . In th is c ou n ty the earliest c han try— u sing the word in its

narrower and later sen se , as a foundation in tended main ly fo r th e benefit o f
on e man ’s sou l , o r the sou l s o f h is family and friends— was that founded in
the parish church o f Stathern in 1 29 2 by Richard de Bosc o R o ardi ;

7 3 it was

‘9 Ch an. H . Knigfiton (Rolls 1 1 , 1 1 9. Th is was in 1 3 63 .

7°Linc. Epis. Reg. Memo. Buckingham
,
1 2 3 . The proper way of dealing with such a case was to call

fo r the coroner and require the prisoner formally to abjure the realm. There is a case on record of a thief
who came to l ife in the same way in the chapel of St. John ’s Hospital and was ca lled upon to abj ure
the realm. The hangmen of Leicester in the fourteen th cen tury would seem to have been unskilful craftsmen.
Ree. qf Bo ro . qfLeic. i, 3 7 3 , 3 5 7 (note) .

7‘Cbron. H . Knighton (Rolls 1 1, 1 42 .

This record is prin ted in Nichols’ Leic. i, p. lxiii, from Harl. MS. 6 700. I t is not a mere copy of
the OldMatriculus, as it men tions several new chapels which had apparen tly been bu il t since the time of
Bishop Lexington . These are Busby (Thurnby parish), Sysonby in Melton Mowbray, Baggrave and Quenby in
H ungerton , Woodhouse in Barrow-o u-Soar, and the two chapels of Moun tsorrel, Leesthorpe in Pickwell

,

Woodcote in Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Tonge and Anderch urch in Breedon-o n—the-H ill, Naneby in Market
Bosworth, Sto rm swo rth in Swinford, U llesthorpe in Claybrooke, Bo tchesto n in Ratby. Nearly all those
men tioned in 1 2 20 are still found, but Burton-o n-the-Wolds, East Langton, and the Mythe have disappeared.
Osgathorpe has become a parish church. The compiler of the record gives a total of 206 churches and 1 1 7
chapels ; but as a matter of fac t he has coun ted h is own lists carelessly, and there are rea lly 205 churches and
1 1 6 chapels. St. Margaret’s, Leicester, is fo r some reason omitted .

7’ Linc. Epis. Reg. Inst. Su tton, 7 2 d.



s erved c on tinu ou sly u n til the Suppression Ac t o f 1 547 . On ly one o f th e
Leic estershire chan tries“ appears to have main tained a schoo l , yet these
w ere in no sen se selfish bequ ests ; the men who thu s strove to secu re the
o ffering o fmasses fo r their sou l s after death knew that they h ad a righ t to
gratefu l remembrance fo r providing their parish chu rch o r chapel with an

additional priest , and often with the mean s o f repairing an o ld al tar o r fur

n ishing a new one.
The gilds are u su al ly c onsidered more in teresting than th e c han tries .

Of these half— social , half—religiou s foundation s Leicestershire certai n ly h ad a

goodly number ; they came in to existenc e fo r the most part abou t the time
o f the great pestilence . In th e town o f Leicester itself ten are known to
h ave existed, the gilds OfCorpu s Christi, fou nded abou t S t . Mary in

St . John in St . M ichael abou t St . Margaret before
S t. George,80 St . Thomas,81 St . Katherine,8

2 the Holy Cross
,

83
and th e ;

Ho ly Trinity ,84 all existing before 1 41 9 . At Loughborough in the four
teenth c en tu ry there were at least five . The gilds o f Jesu s , Corpu s Chris ti,
St

.
Mary

,
St . Katherine , and S t . George .8 5 There was a gild o f th e Ho ly

C ross at Market Harborough ,86 a gild at Lu tterworth ,87 and a gild o f the
Ho ly Trinity at Til ton .

88 A carefu l search in will s o f this period wou ld
doubtless reveal many more .

To the c lose o f th e fourteen th c en tury belongs that ou tbreak Of indi
vidualism in religiou s thou ght wh ich h ad its origin in t he general un sett le
m en t o f the times and fou nd its chief provocation in the luxuriou s and
worldly lives o f the higher c lergy . As early as 1 2 86 the Court o fArches
h ad pronou nced an offic ial c ondemnation o f heresies conc erning th e Blessed
Sac ramen t ,89 fol lowing the lines laid down by Lanfranc in h is con troversy
with Berengar two hundred years before . I t was indeed again st the dogma
o f transubstan tiation , as u nderstood in the fourteen th c en tury, that the
loudest pro tests o f the Lo l lards were made . But their c ritic isms wen t very
mu ch further than this ; and looking back upon them from a distanc e wh ich
places their pro test s and general teach ing in c learer perspec tive

,
few wou ld

n o w fail to see that th e underlying principle wh ich bound their varying
t enets together was revo l t again st the au thority o f th e church . N o r were
the c ivil au thorities o f the time so very far wrong when they scen ted danger
here fo r their own system also . If the c onnexion between t he rio ts o f 1 3 8 1

Nearly thirty are known and will be described in the topographical section of this history.
7 5 In St. Martin’s Church . North, Cbron. (f tbe Cbureb ofSt. Martin, 1 8 5

—
7 .

7°M iss Bateson, Ree. of Bo ro . of Leis. i, 3 9 1 — 2 ii
,
p. lxi. This was in All Sain ts’ Church, and grew

o ut of the laudable desire to supply the church with an additional priest.
7’ In the chapel of St. John ’s Hospital, connected with a chan try founded by Peter Saddler. I bid. ll,

p . lxu .

7° Ibid. i, 3 99.

79 Nichols, Leic. i
, 5 6 1 .

5 ° In St. Martin ’s. North
, Caron. (f ine C6. ofSt. Martin, 2 3 7— 40.

Gibbons, EarlyLinea/n Wills, 1 5 2 .

9’ I bid.

83 I bid .
8‘In St. Mary de Castro. Nichols, Leis. i, 305-7 .

85 Dimock Fletcher, Cfiapters in tbe History ofLougbboro ugb.
5"Stocks and Bragg, Market Harborougb, 1 64.

5 7 P.R .O . Cbant. Cert. NO. 3 1 .
5"Gibbons, Early Linco ln Wills, 1 1 6 . The Objec t o f these gilds, th eir annual feasts, processions, and

c ommemorations have been so often described in recen t works that there is no need to enlarge upon them
here. The greater gilds of Leicester— Corpus Christi, St. George, and the H oly Trin ity— are fully treated
in North’s Cbron. oftbe C5 . of St. Martin, Miss Bateson’s Ree. of tbe Boro . of Leic. andNich ols’ Leic. i. The
o n ly ones men tioned in the Chan try Certificate of 1 547 are th e gilds of St. Margaret and of Corpus Christi
at Leicester, and the gild of Lu tterworth, possibly because th ese alone had lands.

3°
Cbron. H . Knigbton (Rolls i

, 2 8 1 .
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to cook their dinner with .

"5 When Swynderby joined these two they soon
gathered a large fo l low ing, and the ex—hermit preached in the chapel t il l the
bishop took alarm and inhibited h im ; then he made the milestones on the
h igh road h is pu l pit fo r a while ."6 The reason fo r h is inhibition was the
growing alarm at the bo ldness o f the Lo l lard preachers . John Aston h ad
p reached on Palm Sunday , 1 3 8 2 , at Leic ester, and open ly denounced transub
stantiatio n ,

excommunication , the pu rchase o f benefices, the weal th o f the
c lergy, the idleness o f the religiou s .

"7 On Good Friday fo l low ing Swynderby
h imselfpreached before the mayor, the vicar o fFrisby-o n-Wreak , the dean o f

Go sc o te , and many Others, and wen t stil l fu rther he said that tithes were
pu re alms andshou ld no t be paid to badpriests , and that ordination does no t c onfer
priesthood un less a m an were inwardly cal led o fGo d no r did Go d order the
mass to be c elebrated indeed there were too many masses ."8 I t was in Ju ly o f
th is year that the Oxford l eaders o f the movemen t "9 were final ly exc o m m uni

c ated
,
and abou t the same time , it m ay be su ppo sed, Swynderbywas inhibited.

When he disregarded the inhibition and preached in the open air, he was

brough t before the bishop , and on ly escaped burning through the in terc ession
o f h is o ld friend the duke o f Lancaster.

‘00 Even so h is life was spared on ly
on c ondition that h e made fu l l recan tation Of all h is past teach ings in seven
chu rches at St . Margaret ’s , St . Martin ’s, and Newark Co l l ege, as well as at
Hal laton

,
Market Harborough

,
and Loughborough .

101 I t is scarcely to be
wondered that after h is public humiliation h is popu larity waned in a lit tl e
wh ile he though t it best to leave the cou n ty .

102

H is c ompan ions w ere no t deal t with so promptly, and the new teaching
stil l held its own in the neighbou rhood o f L eicester. Knigh ton even asserts ,
that o f every two men yo u might meet in the pu blic s treet , one was probably
a disc iple o f Wyc liffe . 1 03 Further repressive measu res became n ec essary. In
1 3 89 Archbishop Cou rtney himself visited th e abbey o f St . Mary de Pré ,
so lemn ly denounc ed the Lo l lard teaching, and summon ed some o f their l eaders
to trial . Wil liam Smyth and h is c ompan ion

,
the chaplain RichardWayte

stathe , and six o thers whose names show them to have been ordinary c raftsmen
and not o f the upper c lasses, were o f the numbers o f those c ited. As they
did not appear, bu t h id themselves , desiring to walk in darkness rather than
in light ,

’ they were public ly excommunicated on the Feast o fAll Sain ts . On
7 November, an order was issu ed to th e mayor and bailiffs fo r their arrest

,
and

Wil liam Smyth , with a c ertain Roger Dexter and h is wife Alice , were brough t
before the archbishop . They did penanc e and renounc ed their errors in th e
church o f the Newark hospital

,
and in th e market-place . Wil liam Smy th

’5 There is no reason to doubt this story, as the penance given to William Smyth by the archb ishop,
without naming this Offence, shows that he had been guilty of an ou trage to the image OfSt. Katherine.

9° Cbro n. H . Knigbton (Rol ls ii, 1 9 2 .

'7 Walsingham, Hist. d ngl. (Rolls ii, 5 3 , says it wasWiclif himself who preached on Palm Sunday
but Kn ighton, who was on the spot, is more likely to be correc t.

”9 Ibid . 5 5— 6 . Kn ighton does not give any detailed accoun t of this sermon , but he quotes similar
teachings repeatedly, saying that he had heard Lollard sermons many times. Cbro n. H . Knigbton (Rolls

ii, 1 74.

"9 Wilkins, Concilia, iii, 1 6 5 . Caron. H . Knigbton (Rolls ii, 1 9 2 .

101 This accoun t of h is sen tence given by Kn ighton is confirmed by Linc. Epis. Reg. Memo. Buckingham,
240, where St. Martin’s Church is substitu ted fo r The Holy Cross, ’ a name which would be more famil iarto Kn ighton .

Coro n. H . Knigbton (Rolls 1 1, 1 98 . He is said to have gone next to Coven try and in 1 3 9 1 a

warn ing was issued against h is preaching in the diocese of Llandaff. Wilkins, Coneilia, iii, 2 1 5 .

Cbron. H. Knigbton (Rol ls ii
,
1 9 1 .
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St . Peter’s, Leic ester, was found to be gu il ty Of ho lding heretical doc trines
,

and after an examination at St . James ’s , Northampton , was sen t back to h er
c el l with a penance .105 Bu t Knigh ton own s that these measu res were no t
very effec tive the Lol lards were silenced more from fear o f the archbishop
than from the love OfGo d,

’

and their teach ings were stil l cherished in sec ret .
I t seems, however, t hat in spite o f their number

,
they were all o f the

lower c lasses, and h ad no favou r among the cou n ty gen try . Among the
c lergy on ly a few stipendiary priests like Swynderby and Waytestath e were
accu sed o f heresy . I t was the same in 1 41 4 ; among the names o f those
pardoned fo r their share in the proceedings in St . G iles’s Fields we find on ly
su ch names as John Scryvener, Simon Carter, Wil liam Ward, ploughman ;
Nicholas Selby , ironmonger w ith John Parlibien ,

chaplain o fMoun tsorrel
and John Co l son o f Goadby, c lerk . The places from wh ich they c ame
Kibworth Harcou rt, Belton , Shangton— show, however, that they were
scattered all over the cou n ty .

106 In the same year one Thomas No very o f

I l lston purged himself o f the accu sation o f Lol lardy in St . Martin ’s
,

Leic ester.

107 The Parliamen t which met at Leicester in 1 41 4 issu ed a

spec ial statu te again st the Lol lards,108 and the b ishop OfWinchester voic ed
the general opin ion o f the c hurch and state at that t ime when he said, No
kingdom can exist in safety w ithou t du e reverenc e fo r Go d and the law o f

the land, and both o f these are endangered by the Lol lards . ’

During the episc opate o f B ishop Ch adwo rth ( 1 45 2 when strong
measures were taken again s t heretic s in the Thames Val ley

,
there is no

record o f any prosecu tion s in Leicestershire . John Pou l tney o f M isterton ,
a member o f a family u su al ly c onspicuou s fo r loyal ty to chu rch and state ,
was ac cu sed before the bishop in 1 45 5 fo r refu sing to pay tithes, withdraw ing
from c onfession and divine servic e , inc iting o thers to do the like , and u ttering
divers speeches again st the Christian faith . This, however, is a solitary
case and it m ay have been on ly an episode in John Pou l tney ’s l ife , fo r he
died apparen tly at peace with the Church .

109

A proc lamation was issu ed by B ishop R epingdo n early in the cen tury
agains t a somewhat cu riou s abu se , c al led the ‘Glu t ton Mass,

’

in the arch
deaconry o fLeicester. On th e five feasts o f o u r Lady, wh ich were days o f
merry-making, parish ioners o fmany churches h ad been won t to pay a priest

H ere again the evidence Of Courtney’s Register (Wilkins, Co nsilia, iii, 2 1 1 ) corroborates Kn ighton’s
accoun t in every detail . I t is pleasan t to note a touch of real humanity in the orders given by the archbishop
fo r the carrying o ut of this humiliating sen tence. The pen iten ts were to appear clad on ly in a single linen
garmen t but since the penance was to be done in November, and they m ight take hurt from the cold, the ir
ordinary garmen ts were to be put over them while they stood under the crucifix in the church, provided on ly
that their heads and feet remained bare all the time.

Wilkins, Consilia, iii, 2 09 ; and Knighton . The position of an anchoress in a churchyard laid her
specially open to the temptation Of idle gossip. In 1 346 an anchoress of H un tingdon was accused of
in troducing doctrines contrary to the catholic faith (Linc. Epis. Reg. Memo. Bek, 84) and an anchoress by
St. Ju l ian ’s Church, Norwich, was convicted of heresy, taught her by Latim er

’

s friend, ‘little Bilney,’ under
Henry VI I I (Blo m field, H ist. q orf) .

Rymer, Foezlera, ix, 1 94 and Pat. 2 H enry V ,
pt. 2 , m . 1 . R ichard Monk, a chaplain convicted of

heresy in 1 42 8 , said that he was born and bred at Mel ton Mowbray. Wil kins, Coneilia, ii i, 50 3 .

Linc. Epis. R eg. Memo. Repingdo n, 1 1 7 .

‘
f
” Parl. R . iv, 24.

‘0’ Linc. Epis. R eg. Memo. Chadwo rth, 1 0 . sH iswill at Somerset House directs that h is body should be
buried in the Carmelite church at Coven try, and he bequeathed smal l legacies to other friars.
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good deal to find fau l t with . Record is preserved Of visitation s in 1 5 1 0,

1 5 1 8 , and 1 5 30 by B ishops Smith , A twater, and Lo nglands.

m In 1 5 1 0 the
chu rches o f the town o fLeic ester were returned Omnz

'

a aene, exc ep t S t. Mary’s,
where the abbo t h ad no t done h is rec torial du ty in repairing th e c hanc el it

was a lso al leged that the prebendaries did no t reside , and that divine servic e
was no t kept up as fu lly as it shou ld be . The Old c hapel o f St . Sepu lchre
withou t the wal ls was grow ing ru inou s, and it is probable that the warning
to repair it was no t much heeded, as it did no t su rvive the abbey very long .

”

With in th e deanery o fGuthlaxto n the prior o f Len ton was acc u sed o f

allowing the chancel o f Wigston Chu rch to remain u nrepaired, and o fnot
providing money fo r th e cu stomary do l es to the poor. At Bru n tingthorpe

,

A shby Magna
,
Glenfield, Enderby, Narborough , North Kilworth , Thu rlaston ,

and Co tesbach the c emeteries were no t properly fenc ed in
,
and liable to

desec ration ; at Arnesby and Shearsby games were played and other irre
verences committed in the ch urc hyard. The chanc els o fOadby and Foston

,

both appropriate to rel igiou s hou ses, were o u t o f repair. There were a few
c ases brough t forward by churchwarden s o f immorality , o f legac ies unpaid,
and lights no t provided. John Wrigh t o f Bu rbage was ac cu sed Of being a

sabbath breaker
,

’

fo r sitting in tavern s du ring chu rc h hou rs . A mo ther at

Sou th Kilworth wou ld no t al low h er dau gh ter to become a communican t,
though she was qu ite Old enough . A good many churches were returned
Onznia aazze.

In Gartree Deanery fou r chanc els were o u t o f repair— Medbou rne and

Nevil l Ho l t , Market Harborough and Wistow . The Vicarage o f Slawston
was ru inou s . The large majority o fchurches were returned Omnz

'

a lane, and

there were few c omplain ts against inc umben ts , though the vic ar o fFoxton
was acc u sed o f c elebrat ing mass on ly onc e a week .

In 1 5 1 8 the rec ords Of visitation inc lude the who l e archdeaconry . In
Gartree the retu rn s were stil l good

,
and Gu th laxto n was in improved c o n

dition . In the c oun ty taken al together there were twelve chanc els o u t o f

repair, that o fHose being in an espec ial ly bad state, with the rain c oming
in j u st over the al tar.

1 1 3 Th irteen c emeteries wan ted fenc ing. Six rec tors
were non-residen t ; th e incumben t o f Loughborou gh was thoroughly negli
gen t ; fou r priests were accu sed o f incon tinenc e . Fifteen c hurches were
defec tive in the leads o r window s

,
by the fau l t o f the parishioners . Vest
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Bradgate, is said to have been c elebrated as a preacher.

1 1 9 No doubt the o ld

Lo l lard tradition s o f the c oun ty were stil l alive .
All images, abu sed o r no

,
h ad to be removed from the parish chu rches

in February, bu t no importan t changes in the external order o fdivine
servic e were legalized u n til 1 549 , when th e new prayer book came in to u se.

There is evidence , however, from some churchwarden s’ accoun ts which are

stil l extan t, that here and th ere the changes direc ted o r implied in that book
were an tic ipated and exc eeded. At S t . Martin ’s, Leicester, no t on ly the Old
‘George ’ and h is compan ion s were removed, bu t the organ chamber and pipes,
the sepulchre ligh t, a quan tity o fbrass, and a good many vestmen ts were so ld
in 1 547

-8 .

m At Melton Mowbray at the same time the churchwarden s so ld
no t merely the pyx and the pax but their c en sers , organ s, c ross

, and divers
vestmen ts .1 29 I t is qu ite probable that th is example was fo l lowed in o ther
places , and there were two reason s why th is shou ld be. Firs t there was a
genu ine eagerness to carry o u t desires long cherished, bu t s tern ly repressed by
au thority then there was the more earth ly con sideration that Church goods
wh ich h ad been already so ld cou ld no t be swept in to the exchequ er.

1 23

The inven tories o f c hurch goods taken in 1 5 5 2 have arou sed much
in terest o f late years but, as so often happen s when su ch statistic s are turned
to c on troversial purpose , their meaning and valu e have been greatly m isunder
stood. They do no t serve to show what was the lawful u se o f the Church o f

England after the issu e o f the First Prayer Book o fEdward VI they simply
state what ornament s were stil l left in the hands o f the chu rchwarden s in
1 5 5 2 . Some Of these ornamen ts h ad been some lit t l e time o u t o fu se, bu t had
not yet found a conven ien t market , o r else were laid byin hope o fbetter days ;
bu t in most cases there is real ly no th ing whatever to show whether theywere
in u se o r not . F o r instanc e, many parishes retained a ho ly-water stock ,
though the use o fho ly water h ad been forbidden since February 1 548

1"
and

almost every parish church o fwhich anyinven tory remain s possessed a set o r two
o f the o ld eucharistic vestmen ts

,
as wel l as the c opes al lowed by the Firs t

Prayer Book . Nevertheless
,
th e inven tories do give some solid fac t s which

c an be u sed in the making o f history , and in th is c oun ty they c ertain ly tend
to show that extreme Reformation princ iples h ad in some importan t respec t s
already spread far and worked rapidly.

‘2‘

Everyone knows that the First Prayer Book o fEdward VI sanc tioned
the ancien t c u stom o f plac ing lighted candlesticks upon th e al tar at the
c elebration o f the Holy Eucharist . Nevertheless, fifty-four at least o f the

“9 Nichols, Leic. iii, 843 . That he was tu tor to Lady Jane Grey is well known but it is not easy to
find o ut what other influence he had in the coun ty.

Gairdner, Hist. qf tbe Engl. C6. 249.

m T. North, cm » . of tbe Cb. of St. Martin, 9 7 , 1 02 .

Ibid. 29 .

1” I t is specially noted by the commissioners fo r this coun ty that they found no vestmen ts remain ing o f
cloth of gold o r silver, and the total value of plate o r ornamen ts seized in 1 5 5 2 was on ly £ 1 70 6s. 5d.
Trollope, ca. Plate of Leic. ii, 447 . Another poin t worth noticing is the disappearance of the cruets. Non e
were left in 1 5 5 2 in this coun ty of any better metal than pewter.

Gairdner
,
H ist. ofEngl. Cli. 2 54.

The inven tories of Church Goods fo r Leicestershire in the Public Record Office deal with forty-four
churches o r chapels, and thirty-one lists are prin ted in vol. iv. of Nichols’ Leic. from the Tanner MSS. in

the Bodleian Library. All these are coll ected in an appendix to Trollope’s Cbureb Plate of Leirestersbire ;
but the inven tory of Branston-le-Val e has been omitted, and one which has lost the name of the parish is
added to the preceding l ist. The ‘Abbie Gate

,

’ which is numbered with th e inven tories in Nichols, is
eviden tly anoth er name fo r St. Leonard ’s Church.
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were u sed. Suc h fac ts are strong evidenc e fo r the su cc ess and popu larity o f

Reformation princ iple in this coun ty, and the rubric s o f th e new book o f
1 5 5 2 wou ld in many cases on ly serve to au thorize changes that h ad been made
already .

The cou rse which these wou ld ordinarily fo l low is well shown in th e
c hu rchwarden s’ ac coun ts o f St . Martin ’s , Leicester. The sal es o f 1 547

-8 have
been already no tic ed. In 1 549 the expen ses o f the new books were c overed
by the sale o f vestmen ts ”7 in 1 5 5 0 the order fo r the removal o f al tars was

obeyed with cheerfu l alac rity .

1 28 Some remaining images, the vau l ting o ftwo
o r three chapels , th e holy—water stock , and the al tar candlesticks wen t with
the al tar, and after their sale fo l low the entries Boards bought 4s . 4d.

’

Posts fo r the same table g lew fo r the table . ’ Seats fo r the table
, and

mats to be abou t it, c omplete the Genevan model ,” 9 and in the next year we
no te the kno l ling o f the bel l fo r the lec ture ,

’

and the mending o f glass win
dows , which h ad probably been defaced as no longer in harmony with th e
spirit o f the

When we remember that in 1 547 th e parish chu rc hes o fEnglandwere as
yet almost u n tou ched, that every one stil l h ad its Obviou s and unmistakable
high al tar, its candlesticks , c ruc ifix, hanging pyx, and great rood cross, th e
greatness o f the changes wrou ght in five short years is almost beyond belief.
When in 1 5 5 3 all these familiar Obj ec ts o fdevo tion w ere restored to their o ld

plac es, the more con servative o f Engl ishmen mu st have fel t as if the reign o f

Edward V I h ad been no thing bu t a bad dream . I t was the reign that fo l lowed,
however, which was more like a bad dream to those who favou red the reform
and the patienc e o f churchwarden s and congregation s w as sorely taxed by the
order to buy back at con siderable expense 1 3‘all the ornamen t s so recen tly
discarded. The vicar o f St . Martin ’s apparen tly spoke h is mind too plain ly
on the subj ec t

,
fo r he was ordered to appear before the Privy Counc il in

September
,
1 5 5 Bu t

,
popu lar as th e Reformation m ay have been , there

were very few in this c oun ty who were ready to fac e the flames in its defenc e .
Lawrenc e Sau nders o fAll Hal lows

,
Bread Street , who was bu rned at Coven try

8 February , 1 5 5 5 , h ad been rec tor also o f Chu rch Langton sinc e 1 5 3 5 ,
and m ay therefore be fairly reckoned among the m artyrs o f Leic estershire .
But at Cardinal Po le ’s visitation in on ly one case o f obstinate heresy
was reported. Thomas More

,
a serving—m an

,
was bu rned at L eicester on

2 1 April in that year fo r ho lding Zwinglian views as to the Blessed

1“Ofthe twen ty-one churches o r chapels which stil l h ad candlesticks, on ly fi ve certain ly h ad them on
the al tar o r before the al tar in three cases the past tense were ’ o r did stand shows that they were
disused . Of the remain ing thirteen noth ing certain can be said ; they are merely items on the list. The
probability is that in many cases they were discarded o r sold, as at St. Martin ’s (see North, Cbron. p . iii), when
the al tars were taken down . Apart from ritual considerations, the candlesticks would be very inconven ient
when the table was moved o u t in to the middle of the chancel o r church.

"7 North
, Cbron. of St. Martin

’

s, 1 02 .

m Ibid . 1 1 1 .

1” Ibid. 1 3° Ibid . 1 1 3 .

"1 These expenses were
,
however

,
l essened by the fac t

,
obvious from the churchwardens’ accoun ts

,
that

the ornamen ts h ad not been destroyed in many cases, but so ld to private persons. At St. Martin ’s the cross,
censers, holy-water and water stoc k were all bought from ‘W. Syngelto n and the altar~sto ne had eviden tly
been kept at the mayor’s house in hope of restoration . North

, Cbroniele ofSt.Martin
’
s Cbarrb, 1 2 7

—

40.

m Arts (J R C. (Ree. Com ) , iv,
1” H ill, History (fLangto n, 5 6— 7 .

’3‘Fo r details of this visitation see Strype, Eeel. Ill em . iii 3 89 .
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S
acramen t . I t was no ticed at the “same time that the incumben t o fElmes
thorpe was

‘in exile — probably becau se h e c ould no t ac c ep t the princ iples
o f the Marian reac tion . The chief complain t, however, at this visitation
was no t so much o f heresy as Of the poverty . o f c ertain benefices, long vacan t
becau se no one c ou ld be found to serve them fo r so lit tl e . Ten churches
besides Elmesthorpe were withou t parson o r vicar : and it is a significan t
fac t tha t eight o f these h ad onc e been appropriate to ,

religio u s hou ses . The
rec tors o f Wal tham-o n-the-Wo lds , Galby, Kibworth Beauchamp , Cos ton ,
H igham-o n-the-H il l , and Kegworth , and th e vicar o f S tonesby, were non
residen t and there was a report that Medbou rne and H igham-o n— the-H il l
h ad been Obtained by simony . Ten chanc els‘3 5 were in great ru in— u sual ly
by the fau l t o fan absen tee rec tor. The chapel o f Gaddesby was in very bad
c ondition , and its al tar h ad no t been restored : bu t a c ertificate was handed
in to show that it was abou t to be repaired. In o ther cases a definite time
was appoin ted fo r c arrying o u t repairs and the absen tees were ordered to do
th eir du ty .

In 1 5 5 8 the brief triumph o f the o ld religion came to an end. The
new ly-bu il t al tars and rood lofts were taken down , th e vestmen t s sold, the
chu rches white—washed, the commandmen ts and sen tenc es o f Scripture were
writ ten upon th e wal ls. These changes were c arried o u t with varying
degrees o f speed, according to the temper o f the differen t incumben t s and
c ongregation s ; bu t even the relu c tan t cou ld no t long escape no tic e . 1 86 At

St . Martin ’s th e altar was removed at onc e
,
bu t the rood loft was no t taken

down til l 1 5 6 1 , and though the eu charistic vestmen t s and a quan tity o f brass
w ere qu ickly so ld, 1 3 7 the c opes

,
albs , and towels fo r u se at the al tar lingered

til l 1 5 64. The ‘reforms ’ wh ich fo l low seem to us nowadays too drastic
bu t it mu st have been very hard at that time to know exac tly where to
stop . In 1 5 6 2 some windows were defac ed ; in 1 5 6 5 the organ s were
pu l led down in 1 5 66 the pain tings o r scu lp tu res on th e pu lpit were taken
away ; in 1 5 67 the

‘min is ter’s seat ’ was turned abou t that h e m igh t fac e
the people in 1 5 68 the eagl e lec tern was so ld as su ggestive o f popery ; in
1 5 69 the last fragmen ts o f th e great cross, wh ich h ad onc e given its popu lar
nam e to th e church , were c arried o ff ; in 1 5 7 0 th e heads were cu t down
from all images wh ich were part o f the fabric and no t easy to remove , the
angels’ wings w ere broken , and all the errors and superstition s o f the pas t
final ly bu ried in a shroud o fwhite lime . 1 88

The churchwarden s ’ acc oun t s o fSt . Margaret ’s tell a similar tal e. In 1 5 68
th e new vicar, M r. John Launde

,
with the c on sen t o fh is loving parishioners

did extirp and pu l l down allmonumen t s o fsuperstition o u t o f the said prebendal
c hu rch .

’ ‘I pray G o d so kepe ytt,
’

adds the devou t chronic ler .

‘3°

”5 Thurlaston , Barkby, Belgrave, Prestwold, Kirby Bellars, Loddington, Owston, Lubenham, Great
Bowden , Breedon-o n-the-Hil l .

I t is noted in the churchwardens’ accoun ts of St. Martin’s that in 1 5 68
‘we was suspended fo r

lackinge a byble
— perhaps fo r the use of the congregation

,
as there was certainly one in the church already

showing that ‘Mr. Commissary ’ took careful note of the churches he visited . North
, Cbroniele if St.

Martin
’
s
, 1 70.

”7 Their sale in this year shows how the much dispu ted Advertisemen ts were understood at the time.
1” North, Cbroniele of St. Martin

’
s, 1 43

—
7 3 .

1 39 Nichols, Leic. i, 5 60, from PeckMSS. H ere in 1 5 5 9 we find, ‘fo r taking down the angels— 8d.

and vestmen ts, copes, brass, &C. were sold every ye ar till 1 5 6 5 , when the rood loft was taken down . The
organ was sold in 1 5 69, and the eagle lectern in 1 5 70 so that the whol e workwas complete abou t the same
time as at St. Martin ’s.
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A HISTORY OF LEICESTERSHIRE

were undoubtedly towards Puritanism,
with a lean ing in some c ases to the

Presbyterian model , there was in this c ou n ty and elsewhere a minority to
whom the Reformation set tl emen t was less c ongen ial . I t h as been asserted
by some o f the best modern historian s that the cou n ty gen try, more than any
o ther c lass in England, were inc lined to hanker after the mediaeval forms o f

religion ; and so long as they were no t asked to take part in any po litical
in trigu es, many o f them all through the sixteen th c en tu ry wou ld prefer the
Latin mass, with all its perils, to th e secu rity o fa du l l morning prayer o r a

dreary homily at their parish chu rch .

’ 1 5° This assertion is wel l il lu strated in
the history o fLeic estershire . The official retu rn s o frecu san ts fo r this c oun ty
were very smal l no t a single inhabitan t was ever convic ted Of taking part in
any real ly doubtful o r treasonou s proc eedings yet there were n o t a few wh o

pu t in occasional attendanc es at their parish c hurch to escape fine, and h ad
mass said sec retly in their o wn hou ses fo r th e benefi t o f their families and
neighbours

,
throughou t Elizabeth ’ s reign . Some who had been no t dis

pleasedwith the beginnings o f reform in King Edward’s day drew back and

changed their minds when they saw what the Reformation real ly mean t under
Elizabeth . So in 1 5 7 7 it was reported that Robert Brooksby h ad onc e been
a zealou s professor o f the tru th and h ad c on tinu ed so no t withou t some
danger in Qu een Mary ’s time bu t soon after Elizabeth ’s acc ession he h ad
withdrawn himselfby degrees from h is parish church .

m H e con tinued to be
retu rned as a recu san t throughou t h is life ,1 52 and though under pressure h e
consen ted to have morn ing prayers read in h is hou se , it was always u nc ertain
whether he was presen t at the reading himself. H is son was married to a

daughter o fLord Vaux o fHarrowden
,
who with h er sister

,
the more famou s

Anne Vaux, came to be a part Of the innoc en t framework o f th e Gunpowder
Plo t . 1 63 I t is more than probable that M r. Sergean t Beaumon t, o fGracedieu ,

son o f the Recorder and Mas ter o f th e Ro l ls
, was through the greater part o f

h is l ife a
‘
chu rch papist . ’ H e was brother—in—law to Lord Vaux and in

1 5 9 1 it was al l eged that he h ad been heretofore a large c on tribu tor to th e
seminary priests min istering in this c oun ty?“ H is mo ther was imprisoned
in h er o wn hou se in 1 5 8 1 bec au se she would no t confess that Edmund
Campion the Jesu it h ad been h er gu est ; and one o f the searches so c ommon
at this time revealed there a quan tity o f massing stuffe mete to be defac ed
w ith books and money c o l lec ted fo r the support o f the prosc ribed services .
Sir George Sh irley, o f Stau n ton Haro ld

,
with h is bro ther Thomas, was occa

sio nally retu rned as recu san t ; 1 5 6 and one o fh is nephew s en tered the Society
o f Lady Nevil l o f Ho l t len t h er hou se to the Jesu its later as a

c en tre fo r missionary work ; 1 68 and some few o ther recu san t wives o f c o n

‘5"Frere, Hist. (y'tbe Engl. C6. 240. See also the works of the late Professor Gardiner, &c .

S.P. Do m . E liz. cxvii
, 1 3 cxviii, 34.

Acts q .C. xiii, 2 3 9 .

Gerard’s ‘Narrative of the Gunpowder Plot ’ in Morris, Troubles of our Catbo lie Fo refatners, cxxxv
Camden , Visitatio ns 49 .

S.P. Do m . Eliz . ccxxxviii
, 1 26 .

'55 Acts g
‘
P.C. xiii, 1 64, 1 8 7 .

1“ S.P. D o m . Eliz. clxxxiii, 2 9 , 30 ibid. Jas. I , xlvn , 46 .

A sister of Sir George Shirley was a nun at Louvain . Foley
, Reco rds of tae Englisn Province, v, 47 6 .

One of the Faunts of Foston also became a J esuit . I bid . ii
,
2 86 .

Ibid.

.

ii
, 300-7 . This was at the beginn ing of the next cen tury there was no college of Jesuits in

th is coun ty t i l l 1 607 . Ibid . ii
, 2 7 3— 2 8 5 . Lady Nevill herself is said to have died from the shock Ofhaving

h er house at Holborn searched at midn ight by the pursu ivan ts. Morris
, Condition ofCatbolies, 3 9.
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forming hu sbands c on trived to ho ld their own and bring up their son s also.
in what they believed to be the on ly way o f salvation .

1 159

The agitation c au sed by Babingto n
’

s c onspiracy is shown by an en try in
th e records o f the borough o f the arrest o f a serving-m an who h ad dared to
say Babing ton was an honest A c ertain John Palmer o f Keg
worth was arrested al so on su spic ion o f being conc erned in the plo t

,
and

bound over to remain fo r some mon ths in London and report himse lf occa
sio nally to the Privy Cou ncil .

1 61 H is name appears henc eforth on every li s t
o frecu san ts fo r Leicestershire .

In 1 5 88 th e alarm o f the Armada cal led fo r fresh lists and at this time
an o ld priest ’ was pu t in the coun ty gao l , and John Palmer was again u nder

c u stody .

1 62 The same families were in troubl e once more in The
last l ist o f the reign , made o u t in 1 5 9 5 , is o fmu ch in terest it wil l be fou nd
qu oted in fu l l in an appended no te . 1 64 I t gives an impression more vivid
than any desc ription o f the vigilanc e o f the governmen t , and the discomfort
and anxiety u nder wh ich the rec u san ts o f this reign mu st have lived.

Coun try ju stices might be wil ling to shu t their eyes to many o f the doings
o f th eir friends and neighbours the governmen t did no t always ac t at once

“9 Notably the wives of Francis and George Smith OfAshby Folville the grandson of the lat ter was the
first Lord Carrington, head of a family of recusan ts. See also the lineage of the Turvilles ofAston Flamvil le.
Camden, Visit. a Leie. 5 5 , 1 3 1 . In connexion with this subject much in terest will be found in the study of
the pedigrees of this period they show very clearly how this cause was kept alive by con tinual in termarriage
between the principal recusan t families of England. So in the Brooksby ped igree we meet the names OfVaux ,
Beaumon t, Wiseman , Englefield in the Beaumon t line we find Vaux, Pierpoin t, Faunt, Fortescue.

m H ist. MSS. Co rn. Rep . viii, 43 1 .

101 S.P. D o m . El iz. cxciii, 50 Acts ofP.C . xiv, 2 3 2 , 2 80 . It was noticed in the same year that divers
Jesu its and seminary priests were received and harboured in the houses of sundry gen tlem en of th is coun ty
and others of good accoun t. Acts ofP.C. xiv, 140.

S.P. Do m . Eliz. ccviii, 66 ccxxxviii, 8 2 .

‘6’ Ibid . ccxxxviii
, 1 26 P.R .O . Reeusant R oll

, 34 E l iz .
m S.P. D o m . Eliz . ccli, 1 3 .

‘Launcelot Blackbo rne, a seminary priest, was at Mr. Palmer’s house at Kegworth
,
co . Leicester, the

2 9 January and that house is never withou t a priest , whether he be at home o r abroad .
Near Sawley, two mil es from Mr. Palmer’s, dwel ls Mr. Williamson , who was won t to keep a priest

called Mr. Tanfield, un til a time that he being at mass, Mrs . Wil liamson having a little dog which barked and
made a great noise, the said Tanfield spurned h im down the stairs with h is foot and kil led h im fo r wh ich
cause she fell o ut with that priest , but is seldom withou t one.

At Mr. Merry’s, at Barton Park, dwelleth Nicholas Icke alias Wood, a sem inary priest
,
and he is Often

at Mr. Palmer’s of Kegworth th e said Mrs. Merry is sister to Mr. Palmer.

At one Bakewel l ’s house at Awkem o rto n, a mile from Mr. Merry’s, there is a great resort of priests.
At Mr. Wh ith all’s house near Asbo rne, four miles from Awkem o rto n , lieth Robert Shewell, a sem inary

priest at the bu ttery door they go up a pair of stairs straight to the cham ber where mass is said, and Tanfield
useth thither often .

At one Rawl ins’ house at Rawson’s, three m iles from there, let them go in to the parlour, and d irectly
before the door there is a spinet where yo u shal l find either priest o r church stuff ; many recusan ts in that
town resort thither to mass.

At Mr. Fo ljam be
'
s house at Throwley there is store of church stuff wh ich was carried thither by A.H.

John Bedford afias Tanfield, a handsome m an with no hair on h is face.
Mr. Ruxby alias Pickering, a tal l m an with grey hair cut near and round .
Robert Sh ewell hath a bald head and one leg bigger than another.
William Mo rec o ck a very lit tle m an with a clubbed foot.
Mr. Blackman, a biglean sad m an yellow-haired .
Launcelot Blackbo rne, a black m an cut near with some white hair and snafileth in h is speech .
Nicholas Ieke afiasWade

,
yellow-haired.’

Lancelot Blackburn was ordained 1 5 7 5 , sen t to England 1 5 7 6, imprisoned a short time
,
but released in

the same year so he had been nearly twen ty years on the mission . D o aay Diary, i, 5 , 2 5 , 1 1 3 , 1 1 6 .

Robert Shewell was ordained 1 5 70, already of mature age, and sen t to England in the same year.
Ibid . 1 6
William Morcott, who m ay be here referred to, was sen t to England 1 5 8 1 . Ibid . 2 8 .

The other names cannot be iden tified certain ly. Father Gerard of the Gunpowder Plo t was sometimes
known as Tanfield, but it seems improbable that this is he.
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on information rec eived ; and the names o f some o f the priests h efe men
tio ned show that it was possible to c on tinu e such minis trat ion s fo r ten o r

fifteen years withou t arrest ; bu t everyon e who h ad mass said in h is hou se
knew well that at any time o f alarm at home o r abroad he migh t wake at

midnight to find h is hou se surrounded by so ldiers , and h imself cal led to stand
trial fo r h is life . The c risis was real , the danger and the p lo ts were real ;
ye t at this distanc e o f time we can surely afford a litt le sympathy fo r
those who were innocen t o f all plot s and clung to their religion at su ch
heavy c ost .

The au thor o f the Anatomy ofMelanelvo ly was born at Lindley in 1 5 7 6 ,

and died rec tor o f Seagrave, in this c ou n ty, in 1 640 bu t though he speaks
with impartial scorn bo th o f Papists and Brownists, it wou ld no t be fair to
reckon h im as a represen tative churchman o f h is day. H is testimony is o f

some valu e, however, when he discou rses on the distressed and miserable
c ondition to wh ich many o f the Elizabethan c lergy were reduced by the
c ovetou sness o f griping patron s . ’ H e says that it was almost impossible to
obtain a benefice w ithou t some simon iacal c ompac t ,

’ by which the incumben t
agreed to pay th e patron an annu al pen sion , sometimes amoun ting to half h is
income . H e dec lares that no profession was so ill rewarded as this . 1 65 A

visitation o f 1 5 8 5 shows several chu rches o f this archdeaconry in decay, and
many o ther un satisfac tory features besides . There were u n seem ly braw ls in
chu rch at Medbou rne and Ratc liffe Cu l ey

,
and cases o f immorality were

presen ted very frequ en tly everywhere . The vic ars o f Stoughton , Barkby
cum -Thurnby , Fro lesworth , and St . Martin ’s, Leic ester, refu sed to wear th e
surplice at servic e time ; the homilies and inju nc tion s were also evaded.

1 66

No nc o nfo rm ity o f th e latter type was eviden tly on the increase in th e coun ty ;
it h ad, indeed, some sort o f organization as early as And besides
the c lergy who held benefices in the Church withou t conforming to th e
rubric s o f t he Prayer Book and th e injunc tion s o f their bishops there were
in 1 5 90 also some sec taries, probably Brown ist s o r Anabaptists , who were at

the next assizes to rec eive su ch punishmen t as was du e to their deserts in
open professing Of su ch dangerou s errors . ’ “8

Ashby de la Zouch was stil l a stronghold o f Puritan ism ; Gilby h ad
been su cceeded by Arthu r H ildersham

,
a divin e much admired by Fu l ler

,
in

Sp ite o fh is persisten t refu sal o fc onformity. H e was su spended from preach
ing by the H igh Commission Cou rt in June, 1 5 90, fo r six mon ths ; by
Bishop Chaderton in 1 605 fo r more than two years ; by Bishop Neil e in
1 6 1 1 fo r more than ten years and, final ly

,
fo r a short time by the Ecc l e

siastical Cou rt at Leic ester in 1 6 3 1 . H is difficu l ties were the same as those
o f the ordinary Pu ritan c lergy o f the day : the u se o f the su rplic e and th e
c ross in baptism,

and th e order fo r kneeling at c ommunion .

1 69 A no table
schoo lmaster c al led Brin sley kept sch ool in the same town fo r m any years
and brough t up h is scho lars to the same opinions u n til he was

”5 Bur ton , Anatomy ofMelaneboly, pt . 1 , sec. 2 , m . 3 , sub-sec. 1 5 .
From MS. Visit. Rep. Alnwick Tower, Lincoln .
H ist. MSS. Com. Rep. xii 149 . (Minute bk. of meetings ofPuritan mins. divers co s.)‘5"Arts ofP.C. xx, 8 5 .

Full er, Eeel. H ist. xi, 1 42 . H ildersham was leader of a Puritan depu tation to King James I in 1 604,
and was imprisoned in consequence. Frere, Hist. ty

'

tbe Engl. C6. 3 1 7 .

William Lilly, Hist. ofbis own Li] ? andTimes (ed. 1 7 1 4.
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believe su ch things m ay be .

1 7 5 And it m ay be no ted that many o f th e
Puritan divines who wou ld have been readiest to deny th e value o fany appeal
to the spirits o f the good, firm ly believed that evil spirits migh t be invoked to
some purpose .1 76 In June, 1 6 1 6 , nine women were hanged at Leic ester fo r
bewitching a boy at Hu sbands B osworth ; they were formal ly tried before
the high sheriff, and grave men like A lderman Robert H eyrick en tirely
approved the sen tence .1 77 Six more vic tims wou ld have been added later bu t
fo r the in terven tion o fKing James, who h imselfdetec ted the imposture o f th e
child who was said to be bewitched.

1 78 In spite o f th e disgrac e o f two o f the
j u stices who ac ted on this occasion , th ere was ano ther witchc raft trial in 1 6 1 8 ,

issu ing in the execu tion o f two more women at Linco ln . In this case the poor
c reatures were no t merely the vic tims o f the malic e o r folly o f o thers th ey
themselves c onfessed that they were in leagu e with the devil , and that they
h ad indeed cau sed the death o f H enry Lord Ros, and at temp ted th e life o f

h is bro ther and sister by magical arts . Three o ther Leic estershire women
were examined at this time by Sir H enry Hastings and a learn ed doc tor o f

divin ity) ” and made similar s tatemen ts . They h ad so ld their sou ls to the
devil in exchange fo r c ertain occ ult powers to help and to hurt

,
and they

possessed familiar Spirits in the shape o fcat s, dogs , and rats, who assisted them
in their design s . 1 80

In 1 6 2 6 the vicar o f All Sain ts , Leicester, was presen ted before th e
ecc lesiastic al cou rt at Leic ester fo r refu sing to wear the su rp lic e , fo r bap tizing
withou t the cross, and fo r administering the ho ly c ommu nion to some
parish ioners withou t requ iring them to kneel . 1 81 H e acknowledged h is offenc e ,
bu t appealed to Bishop Wil liams, who le t the matter pass and took no pro
ceedings. This case was afterwards brough t forward with many o thers to
show that the bishop , and Pregio n h is regis trar, h ad shown great favour to
Pu ritan s in this cou n t 1 82

: and it was the beginn ing o f the long—con tinu ed
difficu l ties between the bishop and Sir John Lambe, as official fo r the arch
deaconry o fLeicester. Many o f the poin ts al leged in the ac cu sation brought
forward in 1 62 7 by the offic ers o f the ecclesiastical c ourts were den ied by the
b ishop : but in the light o f later evidenc e it is impossible to dou bt that
unau thorized fasts and preach ings were popu lar in the c ou n ty, whether
favou red by h im o r no . Meetings fo r the exposition o f Scripture

,
no t

prec eded by any office from th e Book o f Common Prayer, and sometimes
c onduc ted by un lic en sed ministers and laymen

,
were said to have taken plac e

at Broughton Astley, Easton , Lou ghborough , Burrough on the H il l , Croft ,
Thorn ton , Wigston , and Leic ester. Lady H errick ’s chaplain at Woodhou se
was a frequ en t preacher at unau thorized fasts and one o f these gatherings

m Anatomy (f Melantno/y, pt. i, sec . 1
,
m . l , sub—sec . 3 .

"5 Notable illustrations of this curious fact m ay be found in the history of the Puritan colon ies of New
England. As late as 1 692 there was a great witchcraft case at Salem

,
Massachusetts ; upwards of 1 00

pers ons were imprisoned on suspicion , and
' n ineteen actually hanged .

Nichols, Leic. ii, 47 1 , prin ts the letters of Robert H eyrick on this subj ect. The women
were had up before the mayor, justices, and the astu te D o ckto r Lambe.’ See also Hist. MSS. Com. Rep. xii

,

( 1 42 2 .

"8 Cal. S.P. D om. 1 6 1 1 — 1 8, p . 1 2 1 .‘7'Dr. Fleming, rector of Bot tesford in this coun ty, a good and pious parish priest, who founded in
1 6 20 an almshouse fo r four poor widows.

Nichols, Left . ii, 69
-
7 2 , where the depositions of the women are given in full. There is a curious

note of pride in their confessions. They fu l ly believed in their own powers.
m S.P. Do m . Chas. I , lvii, 8 3 .

‘8’ Ibid . lxxxv, 99.
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h ad been held at St . Martin ’s
, Leic ester, with sermon s and extempore prayers

from 8 a .m . til l 8 p.m . c on tinu ou sly .

1 83 These religiou s exerc ises m ay seem
to u s nowadays innoc en t , and even edifying bu t it was no t qu ite the same
when they were held within the church , and yet in open defianc e o f ecclesi

astic al disc ipline .
Arc hbishop Laudwas in Leicester himselfin 1 6 3 3 , and a metropol itical

visitation was held by h is direc tion in th e fo l lowing year. The report made
at this time 1 8 5 corroborates many o f the statemen ts made by the offic ials o f the
ec c lesiastical courts in 1 62 7 . The incumben ts o f Aston Flamvil le

,
Croft

,

Fro lesworth , Shawel l , Lockington , and the curates o f Burbage and Easton
chapels were no table Puritan s : the first o f these was su spended

,
as h is non

conformity h ad been con tinu ou s fo r twen ty years : th e rest were ordered to
c onform . The cu rate o f Market Harborou gh had been rec en tly ej ec ted fo r
the same cau se bu t there were many in the town who favou red h is teaching .

There were many Pu ritans
,
as o f o ld, at Ashby de la Zouch , bu t the vicar

was no t presen ted at this time) “3 There were many at Bu rrough on the H il l
,

Buckmin ster, and Shepshed
,
who left their parish chu rches and wandered

after preachers who gave them the kind o f theo logy they desired. Not on ly
unconformable min isters were presen ted. The parish priests o fGarthorpe

,

Kegworth
,
and Humberstone were accu sed o f immorality and o ther m is

demeanours . Eight churches were seriou sly o u t o f repairfi
a" At No seley the

parish chu rch I” was appropriated to Sir Arthu r H aselrig, who kept the
tithes

,
and provided no c urate, though he h ad a Pu ritan chaplain residing in

h is own hou se . The rec tory o f Belgrave was abu sed in like manner : the
Lady Morrison h ad the tithes , providing J£5 0 fo r the servic e o f th e church
and two chapels, wh ich were irregu larly served by un lic en sed preachers .
Kirby Bellars had a curate who was on ly the domestic chaplain o fSir Erasmu s
de la Fon tain e .

Besides the cases above men tioned, Mr. Angel , on e o f the lec tu rers at

Leicester, known as an exc ell en t sweet preacher,
’ ” 9 was ac cu sed o f nonc on

formity before the H igh Commission Cou rt in 1 6 3 5 bu t he made h is
submission , and was reconciled to the ec c lesiastic al au thorities so long as they
remained in power.

1 91

A good many cases from this c oun ty were before the H igh Commission
Cou rt in 1 6 34

—
5 , bu t none were o f great in terest . On ly one case o f

1“ S.P. Do m . Chas. I . lxxxviii, 1 3 .

m Ibid . ccxlv, 3 9 .

“5 Ibid . dxxxv, 2 6 .

A let ter of h is dated 1 63 6 shows that he had been under suspicion , and had recen tly made an oath of
conformity. Ibid . cccxxxi, 9 5 .

“7 A careful inquiry was made at this time as to the state of the paroch ial chapels but the answers are

not often stated. The inqu iry is of in terest because it is eviden t from several en tries that the visitors had
in their hands the old Mo trin /us of Bishop Wel ls many of the chapels they asked fo r h ad been long since lost
si ht o f.g

The parish church had long since disappeared, but the collegiate church was used instead . I t was

alleged that the H aselrigs had long abused their position in the same way as Sir Arthur was doing. Lately a

‘
seely blind m an

’ had been presen ted to th e church by the king : he was cal led at this visitation and

admon ished to do h is du ty .
S.P. Do m . Chas. I , dxl, (Morton Papers), 3 8 . Ibid . 1 8 cclxxiv, 1 5 .

’9‘H e wen t up to London and managed to secure a toleration from Archbishop Laud but when he
came back he showed himself so conformable that Wil liam H eaward wrote of h im qu ite approvingly to Sir
John Lambe . Ibid and cclxxxu , 98 . H e con tinued to be a lecturer, and vicar of St. Nicholas, after the
d isestablishm en t of the Church, being approved by the commit tee of Leicester, and no doubt finding the
D irec tory more to h is taste than th e Common Prayer bu t he cou ld not take the engagemen t in 1 6 5 1 , and so

lost h is lectureship, and the post of confrater ofWigsto n ’

s Hospital . Nichols, Leic. ii, 50 1 .
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was most un satisfac tory . Archbishop Laud was a genu ine reformer
,
and

who l ly above all thought o f se lf-in terest bu t he c ou ld no t always c hoose h is
in strumen ts . The enormou s fortune amassed by Sir John Lambe , whil e dean
o f Arches and offi cial fo r this archdeac onry, wou ld be grave evidenc e agains t
h im even if there were no o ther records o f h is career. Bu t there are also
numerou s let ters extan t whic h passed between h im and th e minor offi cials o f

the courts, such as Wal ter Walker, Reginald Burden , Wil liam H eaward
,
and

o thers and none o f these men seem to have taken a large o r generou s view
o f the difficu l ties o f th e time . On th e c on trary, there was mu ch petty
arroganc e and self— seeking in their mann er o fdischarging th eir several offic es .”

Sir John Lambe himselfhad a long su it with D r. Walker which lasted from
1 6 3 2 to B urden c omplained o f the h igh fees exac ted by Walker,
c h iefly becau se he was afraid he migh t be himself a loser in con sequ enc e . 1 97

He related w ith pride how he h ad qu estioned and rebuked the preacher o f

an assize sermon fo r the gross and pestilen t error o f saying that obedienc e
to the h igher powers (Rom . xiii) mean t on ly the t emporal ru lers , no t th e
ecc lesiastical . 1 98 Su ch men as these migh t enforc e the laws o f the Church ,
bu t they cou ld carry o u t no real reform .

I t was on 9 September, 1 641 , that the Hou se o f Common s refu sed to
c on sen t to the publication o fan order issu ed by the Lords

,
that divine servic e

shou ld be performed as appoin ted by the Ac t s o f Parliamen t o f th is realm ,

and that all su ch as shal l disturb that Who lesome order shal l be severely
pun ished according to th e law and substitu ted in its plac e an order o f its

own , that all communion tables shou ld be moved from th e east ends o f the
c hu rches in to some o ther c onvenien t plac e that all rail s shou ld be removed
and chanc els levelled as heretofore they were before the late innovation s . ’ 1 9”

This order was no t, o fc ourse , immediately o r u niversal ly obeyed but it was

at least a sign that the Laudian reformation was ended fo r th e time being,
and that a new era h ad begun .

The list o f sequ estration s fo r L eic estersh ire is a very long one n early a

third o f the paroch ial c lergy were on some ground o r o ther dispossessed o f

‘9’ S.P. Do m . Chas. I, cclxi, fol. 1 24. The living was only worth £ 6 1 3s. 4d. a year.
’9’ Ibid. fo l. 1 1 96.
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been ac tual ly requ ired by Parliamen t ; bu t in 1 643 , at the ou tbreak o f th e
war in this neighbourhood, all the c lergy were cal led in to Leicester to take
the ’

c ovenan t, and those who refu sed were to be sen t up to London and have
their estates sequ estered ?“ O thers were acc u sed individual ly before the Co m
m ittee fo r Plundered M inisters, and th e work o f sequ estration by th is agency
wen t on till 1 649 . A few lost their benefices as late as 1 65 1 , when requ ired
to take the Engagemen t, and among these were one o r two who h ad been
ac tual ly approved by Parliamen t and appoin ted, like Job Grey, the earl o f

Ken t’s bro th er, in the plac e o f ej ec ted H ere and there the happy
acc iden t o fpossessing a friendly patron enabled some incumben ts to con tinu e
almost u nmo lested in the performanc e o f their ordinary du ties . The parish
registers o f Ston ton Wyvil l e show us tha t Joseph Ho l t wen t on marrying
couples acc ording to the Prayer Book in h is chu rch even after 1 6 5 5 , aided
and abetted by Mr. Ju stic e Brudenell, who len t h is presenc e to the c eremony
to satisfy the requ iremen ts o f the exis ting statu tes and in March , 1 660, th e
same rec tor signed a lic enc e fo r eating flesh in Len t as natu ral ly and simply
as if that ho ly season were stil l being observed throughou t England.

A few o f the ej ec ted c lergy m ay have deserved to lose their benefices,
being plu ralist and non-residen t ,208 o r else ac tual ly negligen t and undesirable
and it m ay be that the trial s o f their wives and families have been in some
cases a little overdrawn yet there c an be no doubt that th e losses and suffer
ings o f loyal churchmen at this time were very real . The Commit tee fo r
P lundered M in isters wou ld occasional ly issu e an order fo r paymen t o f a fifth
o f the profi ts o f some sequ estered benefice to th e wife o f th e ej ec ted incum

bu t it is not easy to find o u t whether suc h orders were obeyed.

Three o f the ej ec ted rec tors , at Loughborough , D esford, and North K il
worth , refu sed to yield their parsonage hou ses to the in truders , o r encouraged
the ir parishioners no t to pay tithes ;

m bu t they cou ld gain no thing by such
resistanc e . Nathaniel Tovey , who h ad been ej ec ted from Lu t terworth , was

fortunate enough to get a presen tation to Aylestone in 1 6 and died there
in peac e bu t su ch cases were rare .

The military operation s in this c ou n ty between 1 643 and 1 646 brough t
losses o fano ther kind. So ldiers were qu artered on the rec tors, and some

Nichols, Leic. iii, App. p. 3 3 . The clergy are said to have come on the whole freely and cheerfully,
but there were a good many sequestrations in th is year.

”7 Job Grey was appoin ted to Wigsto n ’s H ospital in 1 644 in place of John Meredith, and to lbstock fo r
a short time in 1 647 Shaw, Hist. of the Engl. Cb. under tbs Commonwealtb, ii, 306 . Fo r h is d isplacemen t
and its cause, see S.P. D o m . In terr. cxxiii, 8 8 Ralf Hotchkin of Kn ipton, who petitioned fo r resto ra

tion in 1 660
,
was certainly rector till 1 6 54 (Nichols, Lein l i, 2 3 7 , notices the burial of h is wife in that

year) . John Angel, confrater of Wigsto n ’
s
,
another ‘god ly and orthodox divine,’ and vicar of St. Nicholas’,

wen t o ut at the same time as Job Grey.
’“John Waybred, whom Walker alleges to have been ejected from Skefiingto n, appears by the parish

registers to have kept that benefice till h is death but he lost Lowesby in 1 645 . Nichols, Leic. iii, 347 .

Of Francis Squire, ofQueniborough, even Walker fears that he was not a very good m an .

’ William
Richardson , of Garthorpe, had been before the H igh Commission Court in 1 6 3 5 on a charge of immorality.
S.P. D o m . Chas. I , cclxi, fol. 2 84. Old Thomas Pestell of Packington, who wrote such pathetic letters
abou t the sufferings of h is two ejected sons

, and is said to have been threatened by the Parliamen tary soldiers
fo r h is use of the Prayer Book, had been found gu il ty in 1 6 3 1 of vexing h is n eighbours with forged citations,
and of violen t and abusive language against Sir John Lambe and o thers and had before this been bound over
to keep the peace at quarter sessions. S.P. Do m . Chas. I , ccli, 6 . H e was no t, however, among t he actually
ejected, as he resigned Packington in favour of h is so n before 1 644. Nichols, Leic. iii, 9 2 7 .

Five such orders are found in Add. MSS. 1 5 669
—

7 1 to the wives of the incumben ts of Church
Langton , North Kilworth, lbstock, Loddington, and Saddington ; another is quoted by Nichols from the
Commons’ 7 0am . to the wife of Thomas Rawson of Hoby. Nichols

, Leif. iii, 26 8 .

Add. MSS. 1 5669
—
7 1 . Nichols, Left . iv, 2 8 .
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between the k ing’s forc es and those o f the Parliamen t . If complain t s were
made o f the rough u sage o f c hu rch

,
parsonage

,
and parson by the Parlia

men tary army at Co leorton
,

“ the rec tor o f Hough ton on the Hil l and the
vicar o f Theddingworth h ad a like acc u sation to bring again st the king ’s
men and it was alleged that Sir H enry Hastings ’s troopers once rode right
in to th e church at Loughborough and threatened the preacher in the pu lp it .21 7
In the town o f Leic ester

,
when it was stormed, there was a fierce fight in

S t. Martin ’s churchyard
, and th e so ldiers o f the king broke the locks o ff the

chu rch doors and robbed the poor men ’s box.

m These fac ts cau se no su rprise
to those who are acquain ted with the manners o fth e times

,
and know some

thing o f th e h istory o f con tinen tal warfare du ring the seven teen th c en tu ry .

The rough so ldiers o f those days
,
whatever their rel igion might be

,
were no t

likely to show much respec t fo r ho ly plac es and very few c ommanders o f

that age were able , even if they wished it, to keep a firm hand upon their
troops in the stress o f storm and siege . Yet the Civil War in England, with
all its horrors

,
h as no rec ords so h ideou s as those which disfigure the German

and I talian wars o f the s ixteen th and seven teen th c en tu ries .
A c ertain amoun t o fdamage and desecration was no doubt wrough t by

the Parliamen t men qu ite deliberately
,
in the desire to destroy everyth ing

that savou red o f superstition . And the new zeal fo r reform swep t away
som e few ornamen ts in the chu rches wh ich h ad survived the ic onoc lasm o f

Elizabeth ’s reign . The eagle lec tern at Loughborough was sold in 1 646 fo r

o ld brass
,
at 6d. per lb.

21 9 The steps before the al tar in St . Martin ’s , Le i
c ester, were taken away

,
and the fon t removed 22° the fon t was so ld at

St . Mary ’s
,

’221
and probably in other plac es al so .

222

A laudable bu t ineffec tual effort was made by the Committee fo r
P lundered M in isters to deal with the difficu l ties o f the Leic estersh ire vic ars .
I t was indeed a great scandal that so many vicarages and c urac ies shou ld be
so scan tily endowed, wh il e the greater tithes wen t to support the lay rec tor
in luxu ry and c ase . In 1 6 5 0,

when a return was made o f the revenu es o f

Dimock-Fletcher, Cbapttrs in the Hist. ofLougno orongb, 2 6— 7 , gives certain items in the Churchwardens’
Accts. which show these facts. Paymen ts were m ade fo r ‘dressing the church after the soldiers

,
and fo r

frankincense to sweeten it,’ in 1 644, and there is a similar en try under 1 645 . Graves, sheets, and women to
watch the wounded are also en tered.

Nichols, Leic. iii, App. p. 3 3 H ill , Hist. ofMarsi et Haro o rougn, 20.

”5 Nichols, Leic. iii, App. p. 9 2 7 and in a pet ition quoted in Gro sart
’

s preface to the works of Sir John
Beaumon t (FIl l/( f Wortbits

’
Library) .

"5 S.P. D o m . In terr. F . 1 (20 May, 1 646) Nichols, Ltit . 1 1, 8 2 7 .

”7 Nichols, Leic. iii, App. p. 3 8 they did much the same at Rothl ey.
”3 Ibid . i, 5 7 8 . Churchwardens’ Accts.
Dimock—Fletcher, Cbapters in tot H ist. ofLougbbo rougb, 30. This item stands in the Churchwardens’

Accts. fo r 1 646, showing tha t the sal e was carried o ut just after the ejection of Dr. Hall.
Nichols, Ltic. i, 5 7 8, from the Chu rchwardens’ Accts. The fon t was replaced by a basin more con

ven ien t fo r the Presbyterian manner of baptism .

Also shown in the Churchwardens’ Accts. fo r 1 6 59 . Trans. Leic. Aron. Soc. vi, 242 .

I t is al leged of Captain Yaxley, the last incumben t of Kibworth Beauchamp before the Restoration ,
t hat he turned o ut the fon t in to the street, to be used as a horse-trough. Nichols, Leic. ii, 6 5 2 .
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town o f Leic ester matters were espec ial ly difficu l t to sett l e Throu ghou t
th e Civil War the town h ad been in a state o f spiritual and temporal
u nrest ; in 1 649 there was a

‘very foul rio t ’ at the time when one
D r.
Harding came to preach a probation sermon to qualify himselffo r th e

Vic arage o fKnighton , and great in so lency was shown towards th e preacher
h imself.” The Cou nc il o f State reprimanded the loc al c ommit tee a litt le
later fo r al lowing too many pu blic dispu tation s, wh ich led to breaches o f
the peac e .”26 The popu lar town l ec turer, John Angel , refu sed in 1 6 5 1 to
take the Engagemen t, and h ad to resign h is post .”27 There were con tinual
changes at St . Martin ’s and St . Mary

’s
,
un til in 1 6 5 6 the mayor and inhabi

tan ts c omplained that they were as sheep withou t a shepherd, all their
chu rches being at the time vacan t, and no min ister o f th e word amon
them exc ep t Wil liam Simes the lec tu rer, who h ad su cc eeded Angel . Five
churches they h ad, but the revenues o f all pu t together did no t amoun t to
£ 1 00 a year. They pleaded th e danger th ey were in ,

from ignoranc e and
profaneness, if this famine o f th e word shou ld long con tinu e .’323 In an swer
to th eir petition augmen tation s were ordered fo r the support o f‘three able
and fi tting ministers

,

’ ”9
and these were soon after appoin ted.

230

I t is refreshing to tu rn away from these pic tures o fdesolation and dis
comfort to the memory o f one young life spen t in u n selfish devo tion to what
seemed a failing cau se . The marriage o f Sir H enry Shirley to the daughter
o f the earl o f Essex broke the long c onnexion o f one o ld and honoured

”3 Nichols, Leic. i, pp. xcvi— xcviii. These cases are only given as specimens. The return states that
as many as eighty churches o r chapels in the coun ty have not a competen t main tenance ; either through
impropriations, o r through the ‘covetousness of them that are pluralitan and non-residen t ’ ; these last
being twen ty-four in number. The date 1 6 50 given above is quoted from Nichols, but it should be
noticed here that the original MS. from which he takes the returns— Carte MS. 7 7 , fo l. 1 1 2

— 8 , Bo dl. Lib.

is undated. The documen t is, however, of a qu ite similar nature to the parliamen tary surveys of livings in
the Record Offi ce and Lambeth Library

,
dated 1 6 50, amongst which Leicestershire is no t included. The

epithets appl ied to the clergy weak
,

’ ‘
scandalous

,

’ ‘corrupt in doctrine,’ o r
‘
sufficient ’— show the same

poin t of view as the parliamen tary surveys.
Augmen tations varying from 1: 1 0 to 1: 50 were gran ted to the incumben ts of Ashby de la Zouch,

Humberstone, Market H arborough, Prestwold, Belgrave, Breedon, Buckm inster, H oughton on the H ill,
Theddingworth, Twycross, H ungerton, Foston, Castl e Don ington , Loddington, Orton on the Hill, Great
Wigston, Great Bowden, H inckley, and the Leicester churches between 1 642 and 1 6 5 8 . Lambe th MSS.

Aug. of Livings, vols. 994, 995 and also S.P. Do m . In text . F 1 and F 2 .

” 5 S.P. D o m . Interr. ; 1 1 June
, 1 649.

m Ibid. 5 Nov. 1 649 .

” 7 Nichols, Leic. i, 50 1 .
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convic tion s were formed and fixed by painfu l s truggl e ; and the Chu rc h
was to them nothing bu t a new system o f persecu tion more in to leran t if
possible than that from which they firs t broke away .

The minister o f Fenny Drayton in 1 644, Nathan iel Steven s by name
,

was an orthodox Presbyterian : he was s teadfast and sincere enough in h is

own princ iples to be wil ling to resign h is cu re in H e and h is

fellows were to Fox in the worst sense ‘priests ’ ”3 8 no t becau se they h ad
been ordained by b ishops, bu t becau se they desired, as he thought , to s tand
between Go d and m an . Fox h ad a message to th e world which seemed to
h im like a new gospel . H e h ad wandered up and down the c oun try fo r five
o r six years h e h ad met and reasoned with Baptists and Presbyterians

,

with some who said that women h ad no sou l s, with o thers .who fo l lowed the
gu idanc e o fdreams, with some who said that there was no Go d, bu t all things
c ame by nature, and with o thers who said that they themselves were G o d.

“0

All these he saw ‘where they were — blind leaders o f the blind. Then it
came to h im ,

no t by the h elp o f m an bu t in the light o f o u r Lord Jesu s
Christ and by H is immediate spirit and power,

’ that ‘the man ifestation o f

the Spirit o f Go d was given to every m an ; that Christ died fo r all and

en l ightened all.
’ To see this c learly was to have ‘c ome up in the Spirit

through the flaming swords in to the paradise o f G o d and one who said it
cou ld have no o ther desire than to lead o thers in to th e same light

,
that all

‘might by the inward spirit know their salvation and their way to G o d.

’

This theo logy , familiar and scriptu ral as it seems to u s
, was, o f c ourse

,
in

direc t opposition to the popu lar Calvinism o f the day ; and even in the
Church it cou ld find bu t litt le sympathy at a t ime o f su ch keen con troversy .

The Chu rch o f the In terregnum and the Restorat ion was by its very c ircum
stances forc ed to ho ld firm ly and to lay s tress upon the ou tward framework
o f order and disc ipline : the great Caro line divines h ad scarc ely leisu re fo r
mu ch in terest in mystic al th eology . They were fu l ly occupied in defining
the limits o f relig iou s though t and the relation s o f the churches they cou ld
no t u nderstand that fo r men like Fox there was on ly on e qu estion worth
asking Can a m an meet G o d fac e to fac e

,
and speak to h im as friend with

friend ? ’ In happier days that qu estion migh t have found a welcome and

an an swer within the Chu rch
,

” bu t to George Fox it seemed that he cou ld
find no m an able to speak to h is c ondition .

’ So in the depth o f h is disap
poin tmen t he came to the c onc lu sion that the Chu rch and all the sec ts h ad

as : Calamy, Nonconfo rmists
’ Memorial

, 1 1 , 3 8 5 .

Fo r calls all the Presbyterian ministers appoin ted by Parliamen t priests withou t dist inction .
From 9 Ju ly, 1 643 , when he was n ineteen years old, and left h is home at the bidding of a voice which

seemed to say
‘Thou seest how young people go together in to van ity and old people in to the earth thou

must forsake all, both young and old, and keep o ut of all, and be a stranger to all — un til abou t 1 649, when
h is spiritual conflicts ended in peace .

Fo r descriptions of all these see h is j o urnal. The last-named sect was that of the Ran ters, o r Familyof Love, to whom at first Fo x seems to have fel t some drawing.
I t is precisely the same question which has been asked by the mystics of all ages, within and withou t

the Church and the great Catholic mystics from St. Augustine onwards have answered it with quite as much
assurance as any of the sectaries. The best of Fox’s teachings, found in h is let ters to the persecu ted breth ren ,
e .g. Patience must get the victory ’ Life and light wil l outlast all, is over all

,
and will overcome all

’

Be patien t and still in the power and in the l ight ’ ‘The good will overcome the evil
, the light darkness

so be faithful and live in that which doth not think the t ime long Your rest is in Christ Jesus
therefore rest not in anything else ’ all these have hundreds of parallels in the writings of the orthodox
m

f
ys

s

tics

‘

.

I h
H o w cou ld it be otherwise ? They are all echoes

,
conscious o r unconscious, from the gospel

o t. o n .
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Lord ’

: their regu lar meetings began abou t 1 648 . Fox himself was in the
c oun ty in 1 646 , and again in 1 648 : at first the minister o f h is parish was

wil ling to converse with h im 1n friendly fashion , bu t after a while he changed
h is attitude, being afraid o f what seemed to be ‘new lights . ’ Fox seems to
have h ad a spec ial dislike fo r th e Baptists

,
with whom he held dispu tation s at

Broughton Astley, Barrow-u pon—Soar, and elsewhere . At Market Bosworth ,
in 1 649 , he and h is c ompanions were stoned and chased o u t o f the town at

the in stigation o f Priest Steven s
,

’

o f Fenny Drayton . From 1 6 5 3 onwards
there were always a few Quakers o f th is c oun ty in trouble fo r non-paymen t
o f tithes , o r fo r addressing Christian exhortation s to ministers o r congrega
tion s in the churches .“2 This latter offic e o f love,

’

as Besse cal l s it, seems
to u s in these days very ill-advised, and incon sisten t with the meekness which
the Quakers professed to valu e so highly and it nearly always produ c ed
irritation and resen tmen t . In those times

,
however, public dispu tation was

very m uch the fashion
,
and was held to be a valuable mean s o f spiritual

profi t. In 1 6 54, when Fox visited h is native c oun ty again , there was a great
open—air con test at Swann ing ton between h im and the leaders o fvariou s sec ts :
every one qu o ted scripture to prove h is own c onvic tions, and the Ran ters sang
and danc ed and wh istled after the manner o f their schoo l . At the end o f

the year he was arrested by Colonel Hacker fo r distu rbing the peac e o f the
established order

,
and was sen t up to London to in terview the Pro tec tor ;

bu t he was able to visit h is friends again before th e Restoration .

243

As many as twen ty-fou r ”44 o f the ej ec ted Leic estershire c lergy lived to
see the king ’s retu rn

,
though one o r two o f them h ad but a short tenu re o f

their restored benefic es. One o r two obtained higher c harges than they h ad
held before . D r. Bretton , o f Chu rch Langton , bec ame archdeacon o f the
West Riding o f Yorkshire

,
and M ichael Honeywood o f Kegworth was

made dean o fL inco ln .

m Tliis restoration o f nec essity invo lved some loss and
suffering to the parliamen tary nominees rec en tly appoin ted. Then came the
Bartho lomew Ac t o f 1 6 6 2 , compelling all those who were stil l in possession
to dec ide whether they cou ld con tinu e to work u nder the ru le o f the English
Chu rch . Calam y gives a list o f thirty-n ine who resigned their benefic es
rather than c onform ; bu t h is figu res , like those o f Walker, need a littl e
examination . Twelve 2“ o f the thirty-n ine he names were simply replac ed
by the ej ec ted incumben ts, and c anno t stric t ly be c on sidered as sufferers fo r
c on scienc e ’ sake . Wil liam Simes was merely the Leicester lec tu rer, holding
no other benefic e ; Matthew Patch et o f Thurmaston was on ly a cu rate ;

w Besse, Sufi n
’

ngs of Quakers, i, 3 30, 3 3 1 .

"3 Fo r all this see Fo x
’
3 7 0am . Fo x said 1 n his later days that the Quakers began to be a people ’

1 644 : bu t he shows himself that h is mind was not qu ite cl ear as to h is m ission til l 1 648-9 , when meetings
began to be held. All that wen t before was on ly desu l tory teaching and conversation .

H ist. MSS. Com . Rep. vii, App. pp . 1 0 1 , 1 05 ; and notices from parish registers in Nichols.
"5 Wal ker

, Stmfi ’rings of the Clergy.

"6 These were the m in isters of Coleorton, Congerstone, Cotesbach, Ibstock, Church Langton, Lough
borough, Narborough, Ravenstone, Rearsby, Sibson , Packington , and Long Whatton . See Calamy, Nonco n.

Memorial, ii, 3 84
-
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George Greene o f Theddingworth ” died before th e fatal day ; Yaxley o f

Kibworth Beau champ h ad been engaged in a long su it with H un t
,
the

previou s inc umben t , all through the In terregnum ,
and was ej ec ted in 1 660

fo r c au ses more po litical than religiou s .m There were , therefore, on ly
twen ty-three who can be fairly said to have resigned on princ iple , becau se
they wou ld n o t rec eive episcopal ordination o r acc ept the Prayer Book . Most
o fthese seem to have been qu iet pea

’

c eable men , and it is recorded o f a few

that they willingly wen t to church on Su nday morn ings and preached only in
private hou ses in the afternoon s .

'

On ly eigh t were u niversity men . John
Shu ttlewo o d, who h ad been at Raven stone , was the most prominen t among
them ,

preaching in several places in the c ou n ty, and main taining some kind
o forganization among those who were Presbyterian by c onvic tion he was

imprisoned at Leicester fo r a short time in 1 668 under th e Conven ticle Ac t.
Mat thew Clarke, onc e a chaplain in Co lonel Hacker’s regimen t , and minister
o f Narbo ro ugh ,

con tinu ed an ac tive preac her, and was imprisoned three
times in Leic ester gao l .”

The retu rn o fconven tic l es in 1 669 shows a number o f small gatherings
in private hou ses, mostly Presbyterian , Anabap tists, and Quakers . Only at

Stoke Go lding
,
Great Bowden , Kibworth Beauchamp , Ashby Magna

,
and

Market Harborough did the congregation s amoun t to a hundred o r more .
The Anabaptists are nearly all described as o f the meaner o r poorer sort ’

the ‘Presbyterians are o f th e ‘middle ’

o r
‘ordinary sort ’ ; the (lu akers

u su al ly o f the vu lgar o r poorest sort ,
’

and no t numerical ly very strong .

1150

In 1 67 2 lic enc e was gran ted fo r the h olding o f Presbyterian c onven tic les in
th irty-eigh t places the Independen ts rec eived eighteen licences, and the
Anabaptists eight .25 1 The Quakers asked nothing, as it was c on trary to their
princ iples. They rec eived a good deal o f rough u sage throughou t the reign s
o fCharles I I and James I I , one o f the worst cases being at Long C lawson in
1 67 9 , when men and women were dragged along the s treet by their hair o r

by their c lothes and in 1 680,
when a number o frough lads se t upon them

under a pretended warran t from the parish priest .m

The period o f the Restoration h asmany features o fin terest as regards the
Churc h . I t was a time marked no t merely by zeal fo r the repression o f

Nonconformity , but al so by mu ch personal gen erosity and sacrific e . Clergy
and laity alike h ad suffered heavy losses

,
ye t now the churches were in need o f

restoration , often at con siderable expen se. The work seems to have been

"7 Nichols, Leie. 1 1 , 8 2 8 . The lecturer and t he curate are struck o ff the list merely to balance the list of
those ejected under the Commonweal th, where such cases have not been reckoned .

"8 Hun t was sequestered in 1 645 , but compounded with the committee to retain h is benefice, and
th ough Yaxley was invited by the parish was again settled in h is place in 1 647 . Later Yaxley obtained a
presentation from the Protector ; but before 1 6 5 5 H un t again recovered h is rights by law. It was finally
agreed t hat Yaxley should serve the cure

,
m aking some compensation to Hun t . These facts are summarized

from Add. MSS. 1 5 669
—
7 1 , and S.P. D o m . I n ter. vol. xciv, under 9 Feb. 1 6 5 5 . In 1 660 Yaxley was accused

before the Lords of having proclaimed in the pu lpit, H ell is broke loose the devil and h is instruments are

coming in to persec u te the sain ts and godly party.’ Nichols, Leie. ii, 6 5 2 .

See Calamy in lo t . ( it. and Lambeth Libr. Ten iso n MSS. 6 39 (Conven ticles in Leicestershire,
Both these authorities show George Fox’s old enemy, Nathan iel Stevens, keeping a conven ticle at H inckl ey,
where he lived till 1 6 7 8, and wrote many books, of which one deserves to be remembered A Plain and Easy
Calculation cytise Number oftne Beast

Lambeth Libr. Teniso n MSS. 6 3 9 .

S.P. Do m . Chas. I I , 1 6 7 2 .

’5’ Besse, Suflerings of Quakers (ed. i, 3 3 2
—
46 . We can accept Besse’s accoun t of the rough treat

men t withou t being so ready as he was to suppose that it was instigat ed by the clergy.
3 88



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


A HISTORY OF LEICESTERSH IRE

died in 1 6 1 8 , was thou ght wonderfully generou s becau se o f h is bequ est o f

1 6 1 0s.
to charitable pu rposes .25 9 A few gifts o f

'

plate were made du ring
th e Laudian revival Sir Henry Hudson o fMel ton Mowbray restored to
the Church some part o f h is impropriate tithes fo r the bu ilding o f a

hospital ” 1 the good deeds o f Sir Robert Shirl ey have been already no ted.

Bu t the benefac tion s o f the second half o f the c en tu ry were many and

generou s. Those who were well-to—do founded o r endowed free schoo l s and
almshou ses ,“2 where children were to be in struc ted in Chu rch doc trine , and
th e aged provided with the con so lation s o f religion . The revived use o f

sacred symbo l s, monograms, c rosses, and emblems o f the passion , u pon the
vessel s offered fo r use at the al tar, is worthy o f notice showing that the o ld
dread o fpopery and ido latry, though stil l alive, was at any rate a litt le more
limited in its sphere o f operation .

’263 I t was indeed s til l alive, as the trou bles
o f the Popish Plo t ’ revealed. Two son s o f a Leicestershire vicar 2“ who
h ad both en tered the Soc iety o fJesu s were among the vic tims o f the alarm
raised by Titu s Oates and h is friends in 1 67 8

—
9 ; one o f them ,

Father
An thony Turner, was execu ted in London in June, and the o ther
died in prison two years later. The oath o f al legianc e was admin istered to
many recu san ts at th is time , in terms which some o f them c ou ld no t reconc ile
with their c onsc ienc es ; an aged lady, Dame Mary Smith o f Sproxton , c o m
plained that she h ad been imprisoned with h er three children in No t tingham
Gao l fo r some weeks on th is acc oun t , to the ru in o fh er estate and the decay
o fh er heal th .

’

Bu t the Bil l fo r disarming Papists brought forward at th is
time show s on ly thirteen wel l-known families in Leic estershire who adhered
to the Roman obedienc e .267

The short reign o f James I I served to show that , however false the
statemen ts o fTitu s Oates, the fear o f popery was no t al together groundless

Nichols, Leic. 1 1 , 6 1 7 .

"3°These m ay be found in Trollope’s Cburcb Plate q eicestersbire, where a full description is made of ale
gifts

,
of which memory is preserved .
This was in 1 6 3 8 ; see Nichols, Leic. i, preface, fo r accoun t of Charities existing in the reign of

George I I I . Other benefactions of this period were an almshouse fo r four poor widows, founded 1 620 by
Dr. Flem ing, rector of Bottesford, and his sister a free school atWymondham by Sir John Sedley in 1 6 3 7 .

The bishop of Peterborough in 1 690 left £ 240 to endow a prize of l o s. yearly to twen ty poor fam ilies
which cou ld say the Lord’s Prayer and Ten Commandmen ts withou t missing a word. Dr. H umphrey
Babington in 1 6 86 founded a hospital at Barrow-upon-Soar ; Thomas Rawlins a free school atWoodhouse,
1 69 1 Thomas Palmer of Loughborough a free school in 1 67 7 Valen tine Goodman left £ 200 in 1 684fo r

the benefi t of the ‘most indigen t and decrepit paupers ’ in Hallaton and the neighbourhood. The smaller
gifts and add itional endowmen ts are too many to quote ibid . The last benefaction here men tioned, that of
Valen tine Goodman, was made quite in the old sp irit. He had purposed to leave his estate to h is brother
Everard, but the latter said to h im ,

‘Brother
, yo u have more need of it fo r your own sou l ’s good than I .’

H ill
, H ist. q angton, 2 1 9 .

”3 See Trol lope, Cb. Plate q ele. With the single exception of the gifts of Sir Charles and Sir Robert
Shirley, marked with the crown of thorns, the winged heart, and other like symbols, not a single piece of the
church plate of Leicester before 1 660 has any ornamen t except coats of arms and conven tional foliage. Some
of the finest gifts of the R estoration period are those at Ashby-de-la-Zouch, presen ted by differen t members
of the H astings family

, in 1 6 7 6
-
7 and 1 70 1

— 2 ; o thers were given later. Almost all the altar plate given
after 1 700 has some sacred emblem upon it.

Nichols gives the name of Toby Turner as vicar of Little Dalby, 1 6 1 3—49 ; which fits in well enough
with Foley’s statemen t that Fr. Edward Turner en tered the Society in 1 6 50. H e and h is brother are said to
have been brought up under Roman influences by their mother

,
who had be en reconciled by one of the

Jesuits stationed in the Leicestershire district Foley
, Rec. of tbe Engl. Pro vince, iii, 308 iv, 47 2

—

5 .

”5 Hist. MSS. Com. Rep. vii, App. p . 47 2 .

Lo ra
'
s
’

7 0am . xiii, 48 5 . Sh e was released on bail with one of her daughters.
”7 Hist. MSS. Com . Rep. vn

,
App. p . 2 3 6 . Some of the old names are found here — Turville, Fortescue,

Eyre, and those who had married the daughters of Sir Thomas Beaumon t . The same names are found again
in the list of Papists who registered their estates in 1 7 1 6 Add. MS. 1 56 29, fol. 29 .
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afterwards stated that h e h ad don e so on ly through the desire o fprefermen t.
Th is was the ill—fated Wil liam Pau l who , in 1 7 1 5 , when he heard o f the
Chevalier’s march sou thward

,
threw aside h is cassock and bands ’69 and wen t

to join the invading army at Preston . H e was sen t in to Leicestershire with
dispatches before the final surrender and co l lapse o fh is friends , bu t was taken
prisoner a lit t l e later in London . H e was tried at Westmin ster on 3 1 May,
1 7 1 6 , fo r high treason , and on 1 3 Ju ly he was drawn , hanged, and quartered
at Tyburn .

’70 On the scaffo ld he attempted to read a speech (afterwards
prin ted and circu lated) , in wh ich he asked pardon o f G o d and the king
(James) fo r taking the oaths, and dec lared that he died a tru e son , though an

u nworthy one , o f the Chu rc h o f England ; no t the ‘sch ismatical chu rch
u su al ly u nders tood by that name

, but the nonju ring Chu rch ,
’ wh ich h ad

kep t free from rebellion and schism ,
and h ad preserved and main tained tru e

and orthodox princ iples both as to Chu rc h and State . ’ ’7‘

The registers o f B ishops Wake and Gibson ( 1 7 09— 2 3 ) give a good deal
o finformation as to the state o f the Church in Leic estersh ire at the beginning
o f th e eighteen th c en tu ry. What is u sual ly c al led the revival o f c hu rch life
under Qu een Anne was c onfined fo r the most part to London and the great
c ities, and did no t las t long enough to make much impression upon the
c oun try at large . Bu t in the mat ter o f church servic es at any rate there was

a h igher s tandard at th is period in Leicestersh ire than in some o ther c oun t ies
o f which record is preserved. Ifon ly at St . Martin ’s , Leicester, at Lough
borough , and at Lu t terworth

,
was there a daily rec itation o f mattin s and

even song
,
ye t almost throughou t the c ou n ty prayers were read on Wednes

days, Fridays, and ho ly days, as wel l as twic e on Sundays . Nearly every
where an attempt was made to keep up a regu lar system o f catech izing, at
least through some part o f the year ; though c omplain ts were often made
that the people wou ld no t c ome to be in stru c ted. At three o f the Leic ester
c hurches , St . Martin ’s

,

’72 St . M ary ’s
,
and St . Margaret ’s , the ho ly eucharist

was c elebrated mon th ly as wel l as on the three great festivals . There was a

mon th ly c elebration al so at Ashby-de-la-Zou ch , at Cadeby , Cotesbach ,
Fro lesw o rth

, Loughborough , Melton Mowbray , Norton juxta Twyc ross ,
C o leorton , Rearsby , and S ileby . At a few o ther plac es , such as Market

”9 Overton , Nonjuro rt, 47 1 seq.

”9 Nichols said there was an old lady living in h is day who still remembered hearing Paul pray fo r King
J ames in the church of Orton-o n-the-H ill just before he left Leic. iv

,
8 50 .

’7° Patten , Hist. qftbe Rebel/ion (ed. 96
—
9 .

’7 1 Nichols, Leic. iv, 2 3—4 where the speech is prin ted in full from a con temporary record.
’7’ St. Martin ’s has a record to show in this respect which on ly a few parish churches in England can

r ival . The Churchwardens’ Accoun ts make it cl ear that at any rate from the end of the sixteenth cen tury
(and if then , probably from the beginn ing of E l izabeth’s reign) there was always a mon thly celebration here
c on tinued, as we know from Nichols and the visitations of Archdeacon Bonney, withou t any notable in terval
u n til the t ime when all services became more frequen t. Even under the in terregnum an attempt was made
t o keep up the old custom it is hard to say with what success. The earlier en tries on this subject, and the
grea t quan tities of wine paid fo r (sometimes eight quarts at a time) , show a low sacramen tal do ctrine during
the early part of the seven teen th cen tury, when we know Puritan influences were strong. Nevertheless the
:record is an honourable one.



1 7 3 7
— 67 ,

‘perhaps better fi tted fo r this world than any o ther state
’

; an

exc el l en t whis t player, who played fo r larger sums than is u sual in h is way
o f life ,

’

a wit and pleasan t c ompanion at dinner, acquain ted with the best o f

the coun ty, and with su ch on ly wou ld be acqu ain ted.

’ ’73 James H itchc ock
o fB itteswel l ( 1 7 6 2— 8 a literal bookworm never known to apply h is
great erudition to the glory o fG o d, no r the improvemen t o fh is fel low
c reatu res,

’ ’74 was probably an unu sual type even in h is own day now he is
almost impossible . Neither public opinion n o r th e ac tivity o f o u r modern
bishops c ou ld now endure such a m an as Wil liam Wragge, vicar o fFrisby
o n-the-Wreak 1 7 69

— 89 , who open ly boasted that he wou ld marry any who
presen ted themselves , and lived fo r thirty years main ly on the fees offered
h im by runaway couples . H e was at last brough t to trial, and sen tenc ed to
tran sportation fo r fou rteen years fo r marrying a m an and woman withou t
bann s o r lic enc e ; and left h is churc h in miserable condition , the floor, the
pu lpit

,
the pews and all the fu rn itu re in shamefu l neglec t and fi lth .

’ ’7 5

These are extreme c ases ; bu t there are o ther types less u npleasing ,
wh ich have now bec ome almos t as rare , such as D r. Taylor, rec tor o fMarke t
Bosworth in 1 740,

‘in size
,
figu re , c ou n tenanc e, and manner like a hearty

English squ ire with the parson super-indu c ed ’

a ju stic e o f the peac e
,
and

deeply in terested in c attle breeding .

276 Or D r. Heathco te , rec tor su cc essively
o f St . Margaret ’s , L eic ester, o fBarkby, and S ileby , from 1 7 6 5 to 1 7 9 5 , bu t a

stranger to Leic estershire nearly all the time a frequ en ter o f c offee-hou ses ,
a lover o f epigrams and 50m m o ts

,
and something o fa po litic ian too . Co n

ten ted and resigned, I enj oy myself reasonably well
,

’ he wro te to N icho l s ,
when a happy conjunc tion o fprefermen ts seemed to ensure h im a c omfortable
o ld age .

’77

There are many men alive who remember pluralists o f th e type o f th e
rec tor o f Sou th Croxton , Ph ilip Hacket ; a m an who did h is work energeti

cal ly and c on sc ien tiou sly according to h is ligh ts ; 278 riding from parish to

’7’ I t was Cole the an tiquary who summed h im up as perhaps better fi tted fo r th is world than any other
though he speaks charitably and regretfu l ly of h im and willingly undertakes to pray fo r the repose of h is soul
Nichols, Leic. ii, 1 1 2 7 , and Appendix .

’7‘Ibid . iv, 47 . I t is not surprising to hear that h is church was deserted, and those of h is parish io nwho were devou t became dissen ters.
”5 Nichols, Leic. iii, 26 2 . H e was allowed to banish himself, instead of being actually transported,consideration of h is age and infirmity .
"6 I bid. iv,
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daughter o f the Chu rch o f England,
’ 28“

and h er sisters, Lady Ann and Lady
Margaret , were c elebrated fo r their charity and devo tion far ,

beyo nd the c irc le
in which they were brought up their bro ther th e earl o f Hu n tingdon was

a sinc ere churchman o f the o ld schoo l
,
and there , was a time when h is

c ou ntess was apparen tly qu ite in sympathy with the devo tional system in

which she h ad been trained.

287 She became acquain ted with John Wesley
,

however
,
while she was stil l living fo r the most part at Don ington , and as

early as 1 741 wro te to h im that h is doc trin e on Christian perfec tion was

the thing she hoped to live and die by.

” se The death o f h er son s in 1 743 ,
and o fh er hu sband three years later, leaving h er a widow s til l in the prime o f
life

,
tu rned h er thoughts more exc lu sively to religion and she was no dou bt

a woman who needed more scope than the Church o fh er day c ou ld provide .
H er subsequ en t career is so well known that there is no n eed to speak

o f it here . I t is on ly necessary to say that one o f the earliest essays in open
air preach ing was made in th is n eighbourhood by David Taylor

,
a servan t o f

hers .’289 Wesley himselfwas no t at Leic ester u n til 1 7 5 3 , where he found the
people seriou s and at ten tive

,

290 but did no t gather a large fo l lowing : h is
system does no t seem to have been very popu lar in the c ou n ty til l the end o f

the c en tury . Thomas Robin son , wh o came to be c urate o f St . Martin ’s,
Leicester, in 1 7 74, and was known as a

‘Methodist
,

’

was rath er
'

wh at we
shou ld now c al l a c hu rchman o f the evangelical schoo l . In h is time the
name o f Methodist was stil l given to any o f th e more earnest among the
c lergy who , though not desiring any separation from the Church , yet in
stitu ted in their parishes prayer-meetings and extempore preachings , after the
manner o f those fo l lowers o fWesley and Whitfield who h ad now become in
the stric t sen se dissen ters . Robin son served St . Martin ’s and St . Mary ’s til l
1 8 1 3 , and was a good, hard—working parish priest , a friend o f Venn and

Romain e and all the leaders o f h is schoo l ; he did a great deal o f mu ch
n eeded philan thropic work , organizing charitable soc ieties

,
visiting schoo l s

,

infirm aries, and prison s . He became a very popu lar preac her in h is later
years, and drew large congregation s? "

Out of £ 30 a year, of which £ 1 2 to £ 1 8 was paid fo r board and lodging, he saved enough to
bequeath £ 1 00 to h is own kindred, £ 1 00 to the farmer in whose house he had lived, in special gratitude fo r
kindness shown to the infirm ities of old age, and £40 to th e parish though he had latterly had to pay an

assistan t priest to help h im with h is work.
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The eighteen th c en tury is u sual ly looked u pon as a time when lit t le care
was taken fo r the ou tward fabric o f the chu rches o f England

,
and the c o m

plaint is no doubt ju st ; bu t in Leicestershire there was apparen tly rather a

better state o f things than in some other parts o f the c oun try . Nicho l s
records the c omplete rebu ilding o r repair o f th e churches at Wal ton on the
Wo lds,"92 Saxby, !294 Stapleford) ” Scraptoft,” Lubenham

,

”

Ragdale ,296 Market Harborou gh ,’299 and the chapels o f Carl ton
,

! 00 Ro l leston
,

M oun tsorrel ,” and Stretton Parva while the Churchwarden s ’ Ac coun t s
o f Sapco te , Loughborough , and St . Martin ’s

,
Leic ester, show that a good

deal o fmoney was spen t in this wayduring the period in question . Nicho l s,
indeed, makes it plain that he was sadly familiar with the sights we imagin e
too common in h is day chu rc hes in shameful neglec t, the Go thic tracery
broken o r defac ed, the windows fo r a mere saving to the parish half stopped
up with dabs o fmortar bu t he desc ribes the profu sion o f hart ’s— tongu e
fern which grew under the c ommu n ion table at Wal tham on the Wo lds with
more in terest in the species to which it belonged than indignation at the
fac t . 305 H e on ly draw s spec ial atten tion to the miserable state o f Frisby on
Wreak (already desc ribed) and o f Sysonby c hapel , a ‘lit tle wretched bu ild
ing, dark and damp

,

’ where prayers were said bu t onc e a mon th .

307

Ofcou rse the standard o f requ iremen t , even amongst the devou t and
earnest , o f that time was very differen t from o u r own . The terriers o f 1 7 08— 9
show fairly well what was expec ted at th e beginn ing o f the c en tu ry . Almost
every chu rch h ad one decen t carpet—c loth fo r the al tar (th e c o lour being a

mat ter o f indifferenc e) , and a pu lpit-cu shion to match ; one su rplic e , one
white linen c lo th , and a single napkin being con sidered amply suffic ien t .
There was u sual ly a silver chalic e and paten bu t pewter was good enough
fo r the flagon and alms dish , un less some weal thy ben efac tor replaced it

by better metal .808 A church was handsomely fu rn ished a little later if its
al tar c lo th (and the indispen sable pu lp it cu sh ion) were o f c rimson velvet with
go ld fringe ; if it h ad a panel l ed ‘al tar-piec e framing a sacred pic tu re , o r

more often the Commandmen t s ; and perhaps Moses and Aaron pain ted on
the eastern wal l . 309 The c lergy did no t apparen tly sigh fo r many changes o f
al tar linen

, o r a su ccession o f fron tal s fo r the season s. The h ighest ideal o f
the time m ay be seen in the schemes rec orded o f that ec c en tric bu t devoted
son o f the c hu rch , Wil liam Hanbury o f Church Langton . Th is worthy
m an devo ted the who le o f h is l ife and energy to the proj ec t o f endowing a

great charity
,
wh ich was to inc lude the rebu ilding o f the chu rch , the fo unda

tion o f a hospital
,
co l lege, and pic ture gal lery— a c omplete ‘Temple o f

Religion and Sc ienc e .’ To this end he gave himself up to the work o f

Nichols, Leic. iii, 499 . Ibid . 504.

’9‘Ibid . 1 1, 3 1 1 .

Ibid. Ibid. 7 8 5 . ” 7 Ibid . 49 8 . Ibid . iii, 3 8 7 .

Ibid . 1 1 , 496 . Ibid. iv, 5 14.

3“ Ibid . 1 1 , 444.

m Ibid . iii, 9 1 . Ibid. ii, 7 3 8 . Ibid . ii, 2 50.

Ibid . 3 8 2— 4. In connexion with its vicar, William Wragge.
” 7 Ibid . ii, 2 8 3 . The churches of Elmesthorpe, Brooksby, Knaptoft, and Wigston (St. Wulfstan

’
s) had

been ru ins fo r a long time.
Many of these are quoted by Nichols, and also by Trollope.
There are en thusiastic descriptions of Lubenham and Loughborough churches, which were furn ished

in this style. N ichols also gives an appreciative notice of the re-casting of the bells at H inckley. In 1 79 3
they were made to play as fol lows z— Sunday, Psalm civ Monday, God Save tbe King Tuesday, Wo odland ;

Wednesday
,
Higbland Laddie ; Thursday, Grammacbree ; Friday, jubilee Minuet ; Saturday, Toe New German

Spa . I t is eviden t that this arrangemen t was thought to be su itable and delightful.
3 9 5



pic ture o f the Cruc ifixion , o r o f o u r Lord carrying H is cross, like the one in
Magdalen Chapel at Oxford. The door o f th e church should stand always
open

,
and there was to be a fine organ , and a c on tinual round o f mu sic al

services
,
performed by singing men and boys train ed in a choir schoo l fo r the

pu rpose . The servic es were to be stric t ly ac cording to the rubric s, with no
parts abridged o r cu rtailed

,
and the worshippers shou ld be begu iled in to

patienc e by mu sical in terludes. Every Sunday there was to be mat tin s, with
Litany

,
sermon

,
and Sec ond Servic e,

’

at wh ich the Commandmen t s shou ld
be sung, with three ministers before the al tar. But he did no t c ontemplate
the c elebration o f Ho ly Commun ion more than once a mon th .

"10

Mr. Hanbu ry died in 1 7 7 8 , having hoped much , bu t realized littl e.
There is no need to pity h im ,

fo r su ch en thu siasm is its own reward. Bu t

very few men in h is time h ad any sympathy w ith h is plan s and h is parish
io ners wou ld no t even keep h is organ in repair, no r suffer h im to build a

gal lery, fo r fear o f extra expense . They were satisfied to see the chu rch as

their fathers saw it, and neither rockets,“ no r ritual, n o r stately mu sic c ou ld
wake them o u t o f their indifferenc e the t ime was no t ye t c ome .

The records o f the first half o f th e n in eteen th c en tury show indeed how
very little change there was in the ordinary c ourse o f c hurch services and
chu rch life (exc ept in the direc tion o f slow decay) , from th e time when the
first en thu siasm o f the Restoration faded u n til th e period in wh ic h we stil l
live . We have admirable material s fo r judging o f the s tate o f the Church in
th is c ou n ty j u st before the influ enc e o f the Oxford movemen t began to make
itself fel t ou tside the academic c irc les where it began . Leic estershire was
very fortunate in possessing at this time an exc ell en t archdeac on ,who thoroughly
grasped the du ties o f h is offic e

,
and did h is work mos t faithfu l ly . No one

c ou ld read h is reports o fvisitation from 1 8 3 2 to 1 842 ,

m withou t being s tru ck
by the minu te care with wh ich he surveyed th e fabric o f every church c o m

m itted to h is charge , and no tic ed every detail o fchurch furniture . H e poin t s
o u t one ro tten beam in the roof’ at Bu rton Overy , a few loose stones in th e
parapet ’ o f Loughborough , ‘the floor s til l bad in one place ’

at Bran ston
after repair. Where all was on the who le well

,
as in th e Leic ester chu rches

and at Loughborough o r Ashby de la Zou ch
,
smal l defec ts are n evertheless

notic ed andwhen there was seriou s c au se fo r dissatisfac tion , as at Barkestone,
Bran ston , and Ab Kett leby, he gives the mos t carefu l direc tion s, and no t ic es
at a second and third visitation exac tly what stil l remain s to be done . I t has
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stric tly religiou s, and the advanc e o f edu cation and sc ienc e have .a large share
in In the to wn

’

o f Leic ester alone fo urteen new c hu rches have been
bu il t sinc e 1 8 3 2 . The work o f supplying the n eeds o f the ru ral popu lation
h ad begun even earlier, with the bu ilding o f the Oaks Church in
and since that there have been fifteen more . Modern topographical works, such
asH il l ’ s H isto ry of Langton, show u s how church after chu rc h h as been restored
and reopened, main ly by efforts in which the who le c ongregation took part
and gifts o f plate to o ld and n ew al tars alike have been very numerou s .3 ’°

Bu t more remarkable than all these is the n ew standard o f reverenc e and
order, th e change in the popu lar view o f th e priestly and pas toral offic e . The
fu lness o f the post-Reformation rec ords fo r this coun ty m akes it possible to
measure these changes more acc urately here than in some o th er parts o f

England. The visitation reports, inven tories, terriers , and churchwarden s ’

accoun t s o f th e seven teen th , e igh teen th , and nineteen th c en tu ries bring two

poin ts in to spec ial prominenc e . First, it is noteworthy that the genera l
requ iremen ts o f those in au thority have shown very littl e variation fo r abou t
tw o hundred years the minimum o forder and dec ency se t o u t in th e visitation
qu estion s o fArchbishop Laud in 1 6 34 5

3" being almos t exac tly the same as
that wh ich satisfied Archdeacon B onney between 1 8 3 2 and 1 842 , and c orre
spo nding al so to the existing fac ts o f the Restoration period

,
shown in th e

terriers and inven tories o f 1 7 08— 9 and th e chu rchwarden s’ acc oun ts . Sec ondly
as to servic es there is no evidenc e 3” that th e Holy Eu charis t was ever c ele
brated more frequ en tly than onc e a mon th anywhere in th e archdeaconry o f

Leic ester from the time when th e angels at St . M artin ’s los t their wings,823

un til within t he last half-c en tu ry . And now a mon th ly c elebrat ion is th e
min imum not merely in Leic estersh ire, bu t throughou t England ; and the
green baize c lo th s and ragged napkin s are almost forgo t ten .

APPEND IX

ECCLESIASTI CAL DIVJ SIONS

Although the see o fLeic ester was form ed in t h e seven t h c en tury
,
it was n o t u n til 7 3 7 324 t hat

a regular su ccession of b ishops” began w it h th e c onsecration of To rhthelm . The pressure of
Dan ish in vasion resu lted in t h e abandonm en t of Leic ester as t h e b ishop’s stool

,
wh ic h was remov ed

before 965 to D orchester by Leo fwine,326 who u n it ed t h e sees of Leicester and Lindsey .” The
sea t of the bishopric remain ed at D orchester u n t il shortly after t h e Norman Conqu est,”8 when
R em igius transferred it to L incoln .329 L eicest er was probably organ iz ed as an arc hdeaconry early in

3"Fo r instance, very few churches had organs in 1 842, and many had no proper heating apparatus but

these things can be h ad now with very much less expense.
Leic. and Rut. N. and Q . iii, 1 8 7 .

32° See Trollope, Cb. Plate q eic.

See V.C.H. Bucks. i. 3 2 5
— 6

,
and the original prin ted notes of inquiry among the State Papers.

This must on ly be understood to refer to Leicestershire and of course the fact that there is no evidence
does not prove that it never happened here but there is positive evidence of the customs of importan t churches,
such as those of Le icester and Loughborough andAshby de la Zouch, at many differing dates ; and of thewhole archdeaconry from 1 709 to 1 842 .

North , Cbro n. (J St. Martin
’

s
, 1 7 3 .

H addon and Stubbs, Councils, iii, 1 2 7— 9 .

”5 Stubbs
,
Reg. Saar. Angl. 2 24

m Will. ofMalm es. De Gert. Pant. (Rolls 3 1 2 .

” 7 Parker, Early H ist. if Ox] : 1 3 8 .

a s The date is much disputed, but it was before 1 086 V.O.H . Linc. ii, 9 .

a s H enry of H un tingdon , H ist. Angl. (Rol ls 2 1 2 Dugdale, Mon. under Lincoln
, vi, No . 3 ,p . 1 2 70.
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the twelfth and formedpart of th e dioc ese of Lincoln u n til 1 8 when it was attached
to tha t of Pe terbo rou gh . The rural dean eries Were fully organ iz ed before 1 220, when th e arch
deaconry con tain ed 203 parishes, distribu ted as follows
DEANER Y OF AKELEY— tw'en ty-three parishes 3 32 : Ashby de la Z ou ch , Barrow u pon Soar, Belton ,

Breedon, Castle D on in g ton , Coleorton, D iseworth, D ishley, Ha thern
,
Kegworth

,
Lockin g

ton , Lou ghborou gh, Osgathorpe
,
Packing ton

,
R o thley

, Seal,‘ Shepshed, Swepston e, Swith
land

,
Thu rcaston

,
Wanlip

,
Lon g Wha t ton

,
andWhitw ick.

D EANER Y o r Crim srm m '
rv o n LE ICESTER— n in e parishes” : All Sain ts

,
St. Mary de Cast ello

,

St. N ich olas, St. Clem en t, St. Leonard, St. Michael, St. Mart in
, St. Peter, and St. Margare t .3 3 4

DEANERY OF FRAMLAND— th irty-eigh t parish es” Ab Ket tleby
,
Barkeston e

,
Bo t tesford

,
Brau nston e

,

Brou gh ton , Bu ckm inster, Bu rrou gh on t he H ill, Claxto nf“Coston , Crox ton Kerrial, L it tle
D alby, Eastwell, Eaton , Garthorpe, Goadby Marwood

,
Harby

,
Harston

,
Hose

,
Kirby Bellars

,

Kn ipton , Melton Mowbray, Muston
, ColdOverton , Plu ngar, R edm ile, Saltby, Saxby, Scalford,

Somerby, Sprox ton, Stapleford, Sta thern , Ston esby, Syston , Thorpe Arnold
,
Waltham on t he

Wolds
,
Wy fordby

,
andWymondham .

DEANER Y OF GARTREB— t h irty-seven parishes” Billesdon
,
Blaston

,
Husbands Boswort h

,
Bowden

,

Brin ghu rs t
,
Bu rton O very, Carlton , Cranoe, Ev in g ton , Fox ton , Galby, Grea t Glen , Glooston ,

Gumley
,
Hallaton

,
Horn in ghold

,
Hough ton , Kibworth Beau champ, Kn ossin g ton , Lan g ton ,

Lau gh ton
,
Lubbenham

,
Medbourn e

,
Norton by Galby, Noseley, Owston , Pickwell, Sadding

ton
,
Scraptoft

, Shang ton , Slawston , Ston ton Wyville, Stockerston, Theddingworth, Thurnby,
Welham

,
andWistow.

DEANER Y 01? Go sc o r s— th irty-two parish es"38 Allex ton
,
Asfordby

,
Ashby F o lville

,
Barkby

,
Beeby,

Belgrave, Bro o kesby, Cossin g ton , Crox ton , Great Dalby
,
Frisby

,
Hoby

,
Humberston e

,
Hun

gerton
,
Loddin g ton

,
Lowesby

,
Pres twold

, Quen iborou gh
,
Ragdale

,
R atc liffe

,
R earsby , Sax elby ,

Seagrave
,
Sileby

,
Siw o ldby, Skeffin g ton , Th russin g ton , Tilton , Tu gby, Twy ford, Walton on

t h e Wolds
, andWym eswold.

D EANER Y OF GUTHLAXTON— forty-three parish es” Arn esby
,
Ashby Magna, Ashby Parva, Aston

F lam ville
,
Aylesto n , Aylm ersth o rpe, Bit teswell, Blaby, Bru n t in gthorpe, Brou gh ton Astley ,

Cat thorpe
,
Claybrooke

,
Cosby, Co tesbach, Croft

,
D esford, D u n ton Basset t

,
Enderby

,
Foston ,

Frolesworth
,
Gilmorton

, Glenfield, Hun co t e
,
North Kilworth

,
Sou th Kilwort h, Kimcot e,

Knaptoft
, Leire, Lu t terworth, Misterton , Narborou gh , Oadby

,
Pea tlin gMagna,Pea tlin g Parva,

R atby, Sapcot e, Sharn ford, Shawell, Stoney Stan ton , Sw in ford, Thu rlaston , W igston , and

Willoughby Waterless.

D EANERY OF SPAR KENHOE— twen ty-on e parishes” : Appleby
,
Barwell

,
Bosworth

,
Cadeby

,
Co n

gersto ne, D rayton
,
H eath er

,
Higham on th e H ill

,
Hin ckley

,
Ibstock, Kirkby Mallory, Mark

field
,
Nailsto ne

,
Newbold Verdon , Norton jux ta Twy cross, Orton on t h e H ill, Shackerston e,

Sheepy, Sibso n , Thorn ton , andWith erley .

In 1 29 1 th e dean ery of Akeley was form ed of t he sam e parish es 3 11 as in 1 220
, t hou gh Osga

thorpe was acc id en tally omit ted. D ishley ceased to be a separate parish before 1 42 8 . The ch ief
alt eration before 1 866 was th e formation of th e parish of Qu orndon in 1 7 5 7 in 1 866 Anst ey was

form ed in to a separat e parish .”
The Matriculus of 1 2 20 gives n in e parishes as mem bers of t h e dean ery of Christian ity o r

L eicester, bu t only three, St. Leonard, St. Mary
,
and St. Martin

,
were m en tion ed in

In 1 5 3 5 t he dean ery consist ed of th e seven parishes 3“ of All Sain ts, St. Margaret
,
St. Mary

,

S t. Mart in
,
St. Nicholas

,
St. Pe ter

,
and St. Leonard . A ft er the d isappearan ce of St. Pe ter’s th e

number was redu ced to six
,
bu t in 1 829 th e n ew parish of St. George was form ed from t h e parish

o fSt. Margare t .“ The parish of H oly Trin ity was const itu ted from part of th e sam e parish in
1 8 3 9, and in t he prev ious year a portion of St. Mary ’s parish had been u sed to form th e n ew parish
OfCh rist Church .
The arrangem en t of th e parish es in th e dean ery of Fram land in 1 2 20 persist ed in all essen t ial

de tails u n t il Edm o nth o rpe was n ot m en t ion ed in 1 220, bu t occu rs in t h e list of 1 2 9 1 ,
w h ile With co t e was om it t ed in 1 2 9 1 , t hou gh a m ember of th e dean ery in 1 2 20 and

33°H enry of H un tingdon , De Contemptu Mundi (Rolls 302
m Lo nd. Gaz . 5 Sept. 1 8 3 7 , p. 2 3 34. Cott. MS. Nero, D . x, fol. 1 50— 1 5 .

”3 Ibid. fo l. 1 50. Ibid . fo l. 1 40.

”5 Ibid . fo l. 1 5 2 .

Probably Long Clawson. ”7 Cott. MS. Nero, D . x, fol. 1 5 1 5-2.

”8 Ibid . fol . 1 5 1 — 2 .

33° Ibid. fo l. 1 50
— 1 505 .

3“ Ibid . fol . 1 506.

Pope Nico .

‘Z
'

ax . (Rec. 64. Clergy Lists.
3“Pope Niel . Tax. (Rec . 6 5 .

3“ Valo r Eco l. (Rec . iv, 1 48 .

"5 Lo nd. Gaz . 9 Jan . 1 8 29, p . 43
m Pope Nirb. Tax . (Rec . 6 5 Valo r Eco l. (Rec . iv, 1 54 ClergyLists.
" 7 Feud. Aids, iii, 1 1 6 .
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The deanery of Gartree also rem ain ed lit tle c han ged between 1 2 20 and N o seley
accou n ted a separa t e parish from 1 220 to but was om it t ed in 1 5 3 5 . In 1 840 North K il

worth and Kimcote were considered m embers of th e dean ery,3 50 bu t th ese were transferred in t h e
following year to th e dean ery of Gu th laxto n .

2m

But fo r th e addition of the parish of Mowsley in 1 841 , the deanery o f Gartree remain ed
u naltered u n til
The dean ery of Go sc o te was u naltered between 1 220 and 1 5 3
The Valor om its th e parish es of Prestwold and Siwo ldby, each of which is inc luded in t he list

of after wh ich da t e Siwo ldby drops o ut.
In th e dean ery o fGuthlaxto n som e differenc es are ev iden t . Sw in ford was om it ted in 1 29 1

Aylm ersth o rpe, in cluded in t h e lists of 1 29 1 a” and 1 428 , is no t m en tioned in 1 220
,
1 5 3 5 , o r at

su bsequ en t dates, wh ile H u nco t e is only heard of in 1 220 ; sinc e t hen it has form ed part of th e
parish of Narborough . In 1 841 Kimco t e was considered a m em ber of Gartree dean ery .“
The dean ery of Sparkenh o e differed in 1 841 from its state in 1 2 20 by the addition of th e

parish of Peckleto n before wh en Con gerston e was om it ted from th e list .
The dean ery of Akeley was divided in 1 865 in to two parts, kn own as the F irst o rWestern ,

and t he Second o r Eastern D iv isions.“8 Various alterations w ere m ade in t hese in and in

1 8 7 6
3 6° th e dean ery was reconst itu ted

,
and t h e n ewly-form ed parishes of Charnwood Forest (Oaks

and Cop t Oak), Grimston , Lou ghborou gh All Sain ts, Mou n tsorrel North and Sou t h Ends were
added. In 1 893 th e dean ery was reorgan iz ed, and th e ex ist ing threefold division m ade .‘61

Eastern D ivision : Barrow upon Soar, Castle D on ington , D iseworth , Hath ern
,
Kegwort h ,

Locking ton , Lon g What ton , Lou ghborough All Sain ts, Lou ghborou gh
'

Emman u el
,
Loughborou gh

Holy Trin ity
,
Mou n tsorrel Ch rist Church, Mou n tsorrel St. Peter’s, Prestwold

, Quorndon
,

Swit hland, Thorpe Acre w ith D ishley, Walton on t h e Wolds, Woodhouse Eaves, Wo o dh ouse
St.Mary

,
andWymeswold.

Sou thern D ivision
,
con tain in g t h e parishes of Belton

,
Charnwoo d Forest (Cop t Oak and Oaks),

Con gerston e, Heath er, Hu gglesco te
,
I bstock

,
Markfield

,
Shackerston e

,
Shepshed, Thorn ton , and

Wh itwick.

Western D iv ision
,
con tain in g t h e parishes of Appleby

,
Ashby de la Zou ch : Holy Trin ity

,

Blackfordby
,
Woodv ille

,
Breedon on t h e H ill

,
Coleorton

,
Norman ton

, Osgath orpe
,
Packin g ton

,

Seal O ver and Neth er, Swepston e, andWh itwick.

The dean ery of Christ ian ity o r L eicester has been alt ered considerably sin ce 1 841 , ch iefly by
the format ion of n ew parishes.3 63

In 1 894 t h e dean ery was reorgan ized
,
and sinc e t hat t im e has con tain ed th e parishes o fAy le

ston e
,
Ayleston e Park, Belgrav e, Belgrav e St. Michael, E vin g ton , Hum berston e

,
N ew Hum berston e

,

Leicester : All Sain ts, St. Andrew, Christ Chu rch , St. George, St. John , St. L eonard, St. Luk e,
St. Margare t, St. Mark

, St. Martin
, St. Mary

,
St. Ma t th ew

,
St. N icholas

,
St. Pau l

, St. Pe ter, H oly
Trin ity , St. Saviour, St. MaryMagdalen e Kn igh ton

,
The Martyrs (added in and All Sou ls“3

( 1 906)
In 1 865 t he dean ery of Fram land was div ided in to th e First Portion , con tain ingthe parishes to

t h e sou t h and east, th e Se cond Portion , form ed of t hose to th e north and east
,
and th e Th ird

o r Western Port ion .3 64 Som e alterat ions were m ade in in and in 1 88 7 , wh en
Norman ton was made a separate parish .
The presen t rearran gemen t of t h e deanery of Fram land was m ade in 1 893 as follows

First D iv ision Barkeston e, Belvoir Castle, Bo t tesford, Brau nston e, Crox ton Kerrial, Eaton , Harby
,

Harston , Hose, Kn ipton , Mu ston
,
Norman ton

,
Plun ga r

,
R edm ile

,
and Stathern .

Second D ivision : Bu ckm inster, Coston , Eastwell, Edmondthorpe, Garthorpe, Goadby Mar

wood Saltby, Saxby, Sprox ton , Stapleford, Ston esby, Walt ham on t he Wolds
,
andWymondham .

rh ird D iv ision Ab Ket tleby , Asfordby
,
Brou gh ton

,
Lon g Clawson

, Dalby on th e
Wolds, Grimston e, Kirby Bellars, Melton Mowbray, Sax elby, Scalford, Thorpe Arnold

, and
Wy fordby .

3“Pope Nicn. Tax. (Rec. 64 ; Valo r Eccl. (Rec . iv. 1 5 9 ClergyLists.
3" Feud. Aids, iii, 1 1 2 . ClergyLists.

“1 Ibid .
Ibid . ”3 Pope Nicb. Tax. (Rec . 6 3 Valo r Eccl. (Rec. iv, 1 6 3 .

Feud. Aids, iii, 1 1 3
— 14.

3” Pope Nick. Tax. (Rec. 6 2 .
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