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public roads, a copy of an insurance
policy or a contract to acquire an in-
surance policy, which contains as a
condition thereof that the vehicle will
not accumulate mileage of more than
2,500 miles in any 12-month period and
a statement that the importer shall
maintain such policy in effect until the
vehicle is not less than 25 years old, a
statement that the importer will allow
the Administrator to inspect the vehi-
cle at any time after its importation to
verify that the accumulated mileage of
the vehicle is not more than 2,500 miles
in any 12-month period, and a state-
ment that the vehicle will not be used
on the public roads unless it is in com-
pliance with the regulations of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

(3) A declaration made pursuant to
§591.5(j)(2)(ii) shall be accompanied by
the importer’s written statement, or
by entering in electronic format infor-
mation contained in the statement,
into the U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection electronic data collection sys-
tem, describing the use to be made of
the vehicle or equipment item. If use
on the public roads is an integral part
of the purpose for which the vehicle or
equipment item is imported, the state-
ment shall describe the purpose which
makes such use necessary, state the es-
timated period of time during which
use of the vehicle or equipment item on
the public roads is necessary, and state
the intended means of final disposition
(and disposition date) of the vehicle or
equipment item after completion of the
purpose for which it is imported.

(g) A declaration made pursuant to
§591.5(1) shall be accompanied by the
following documentation:

(1) A paper copy of the Administra-
tor’s permission letter, or for elec-
tronic reporting by entering the unique
identifying number of the Administra-
tor’s permission letter into a U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection electronic
data collection system, authorizing im-
portation pursuant to §591.5(1). A Reg-
istered Importer seeking to import a
motor vehicle pursuant to this section
must submit, in advance of such impor-
tation, a written request to the Admin-
istrator containing a full and complete
statement identifying the vehicle, its
original manufacturer, model, model
year (if assigned), date of manufacture,
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and VIN. The statement must also de-
clare that the specific purpose of im-
porting this vehicle is to prepare a pe-
tition to the Administrator requesting
a determination whether the vehicle is
eligible for importation pursuant to
Part 593 and that the importer has
filed, or intends to file within 180 days
of the vehicle’s entry date, a petition
pursuant to §593.5. The request must be
addressed to: Director, Office of Vehi-
cle Safety Compliance, Fourth Floor,
Room W43-481, Mail Code NVS-220, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington,
DC 20590.
(2) [Reserved]

[64 FR 40078, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55
FR 3747, Feb. 5, 1990; 55 FR 6994, Feb. 28, 1990;
55 FR 11379, Mar. 28, 1990; 57 FR 2047, Jan. 17,
1992; 57 FR 29043, June 30, 1992; 58 FR 12908,
Mar. 8, 1993; 59 FR 52097, Oct. 14, 1994; 60 FR
57954, Nov. 24, 1995; 64 FR 37883, July 14, 1999;
69 FR 52092, Aug. 24, 2004; 76 FR 53078, Aug.
25, 2011; 80 FR 53013, Sept. 2, 2015]

§591.7 Restrictions on importations.

(a) A vehicle or equipment item
which has entered the United States
under a declaration made pursuant to
§591.5(j), and for which a Temporary
Importation Bond has been provided to
the Secretary of the Treasury, shall
not remain in the United States for a
period that exceeds 3 years from its
date of entry.

(b) If the importer of a vehicle or
equipment item under §591.5(j) does not
intend to export or destroy the vehicle
or equipment item not later than 3
years after the date of entry, and in-
tends to pay duty to the U.S. Customs
Service on such vehicle or equipment
item, the importer shall request per-
mission in writing from the Adminis-
trator for the vehicle or equipment
item to remain in the United States for
an additional period of time not to ex-
ceed 5 years from the date of entry.
Such a request must be received not
later than 60 days before the date that
is 3 years after the date of entry. Such
vehicle or equipment item shall not re-
main in the United States for a period
that exceeds 5 years from the date of
entry, unless further written permis-
sion has been obtained from the Ad-
ministrator.

(¢c) An importer of a vehicle which
has entered the United States under a
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declaration made pursuant to
§591.5(j)(2)(1) shall not sell, or transfer
possession of, or title to, the vehicle,
and shall not license it for use, or oper-
ate it on the public roads, except under
such terms and conditions as the Ad-
ministrator may authorize in writing.
An importer of a vehicle which has en-
tered the United States under a dec-
laration made pursuant to
§591.5(j)(2)(ii) shall at all times retain
title to it.

(d) Any violation of a term or condi-
tion imposed by the Administrator in a
letter authorizing importation for on-
road use under §591.5(j), or a change of
status under paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, including a failure to allow in-
spection upon request to verify that
the accumulated mileage of the vehicle
is not more than 2,500 miles in any 12-
month period, shall be considered a
violation of 49 U.S.C. 30112(a) for which
a civil penalty may be imposed. Such a
violation will also act to void the au-
thorization and require the exportation
of the vehicle. With respect to importa-
tions under §591.6(f)(2) or a change of
status to an importation for show or
display as provided under paragraph (e)
of this section, if the Administrator
has reason to believe that a violation
has occurred, the Administrator may
tentatively conclude that a term of
entry has been violated, but shall make
no final conclusion until the importer
or owner has been afforded an oppor-
tunity to present data, views, and argu-
ments as to why there is no violation
or why a penalty should not be im-
posed.

(e) If the importer of a vehicle under
§591.5(f)(2)(ii) has been notified in writ-
ing by the Registered Importer with
which it has executed a contract or
other agreement that the registration
of the Registered Importer has been
suspended (for other than the first
time) or revoked, pursuant to §592.7 of
this chapter, and that it has not affixed
a certification label on the vehicle and/
or filed a certification of conformance
with the Administrator as required by
§592.6 of this chapter, and that it there-
fore may not release the vehicle for the
importer, the importer shall execute a
contract or other agreement with an-
other Registered Importer for the cer-
tification of the vehicle and submission

§591.7

of the certification of conformance to
the Administrator. The Administrator
shall toll the 120-day period for submis-
sion of a certification to the Adminis-
trator pursuant to §592.6(d) of this
chapter during the period from the
date of the Registered Importer’s noti-
fication to the importer until the date
of the contract with the substitute
Registered Importer.

(f) If a vehicle has entered the United
States under a declaration made pursu-
ant to §591.5(1) and:

(1) If the Administrator of NHTSA
dismisses the petition or decides that
the vehicle is not eligible for importa-
tion, or if the importer withdraws the
petition or fails to submit a petition
covering the vehicle within 180 days
from the date of entry, the importer
must deliver the vehicle, unless it is
destroyed (with destruction docu-
mented by proof), to the Secretary of
Homeland Security for export, or aban-
don the vehicle to the United States,
within 30 days from the date of the dis-
missal, denial, or withdrawal of the im-
porter’s petition, as appropriate, or
within 210 days from the date of entry
if the importer fails to submit a peti-
tion covering the vehicle, and furnish
NHTSA with documentary proof of the
vehicle’s exportation, abandonment, or
destruction within 15 days from the
date of such action; or

(2) If the Administrator grants the
petition, the importer must:

(i) Furnish a bond, in an amount
equal to 150 percent of the entered
value of the vehicle as determined by
the Secretary of the Treasury, within
15 days from the date the importer is
notified that the petition has been
granted, unless the vehicle has been de-
stroyed, and bring the vehicle into con-
formity with all applicable Federal
motor vehicle safety and bumper
standards within 120 days from the date
the petition is granted; or,

(ii) Deliver the vehicle to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security for export
within 30 days from the date the im-
porter is notified that the petition has
been granted; or

(iii) Abandon the vehicle to the
United States within 30 days from the
date the importer is notified that the
petition has been granted; or
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(iv) Destroy the vehicle within 30
days from the date the importer is no-
tified that the petition has been grant-
ed; and

(v) Furnish NHTSA with documen-
tary proof of the vehicle’s exportation,
abandonment, or destruction within 15
days from the date of such action.

[64 FR 40078, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55
FR 6994, Feb. 28, 1990; 57 FR 2047, Jan. 17,
1992; 58 FR 12908, Mar. 8, 1993; 59 FR 31560,
June 20, 1994; 64 FR 37883, July 14, 1999; 69 FR
52092, Aug. 24, 2004; 76 FR 53078, Aug. 25, 2011]

§591.8 Conformance bond and condi-
tions.

(a) The bond required under section
591.6(c) for importation of a vehicle not
originally manufactured to conform
with all applicable standards issued
under part 571 and part 581 of this chap-
ter shall cover only one motor vehicle,
and shall be in an amount equal to
150% of the dutiable value of the vehi-
cle. However, a registered importer
may enter vehicles under a bond of a
continuing nature that covers an in-
definite number of motor vehicles 150%
of whose total dutiable value at any
point in time does not exceed $1,000,000.

(b) The principal on the bond shall be
the importer of the vehicle.

(c) The surety on the bond shall pos-
sess a certificate of authority to under-
write Federal bonds. (See list of certifi-
cated sureties at 54 FR 27800, June 30,
1989)

(d) In consideration of the release
from the custody of the Bureau of Cus-
toms and Border Protection, or the
withdrawal from a Customs bonded
warehouse into the commerce of, or for
consumption in, the United States, of a
motor vehicle not originally manufac-
tured to conform to applicable stand-
ards issued under part 571 and part 581
of this chapter, the obligors (principal
and surety) shall agree to the following
conditions of the bond:

(1) To have such vehicle brought into
conformity with all applicable stand-
ards issued under part 571 and part 581
of this chapter within the number of
days after the date of entry that the
Administrator has established for such
vehicle (to wit, 120 days);

(2) In the case of a vehicle imported
pursuant to section 591.5(f), to file (or if
not a Registered Importer, to cause the
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Registered Importer of the vehicle to
file) with the Administrator, a certifi-
cate that the vehicle complies with
each Federal motor vehicle safety and
bumper standard in the year that the
vehicle was manufactured and which
applies in such year to the vehicle; or

(3) In the case of a Registered Im-
porter, not to release custody of the ve-
hicle to any person for license or reg-
istration for use on public roads,
streets, or highways, or license or reg-
ister the vehicle from the date of entry
until 30 calendar days after it has cer-
tified compliance of the vehicle to the
Administrator, unless the Adminis-
trator has notified the principal before
30 calendar days that (s)he has accept-
ed the certification, and that the vehi-
cle and bond may be released, except
that no such release shall be permitted,
before or after the 30th calendar day, if
the principal has received written no-
tice from the Administrator that an in-
spection of the vehicle will be required
or that there is reason to believe that
such certification is false or contains a
misrepresentation;

(4) In the case of a Registered Im-
porter, to cause the vehicle to be avail-
able for inspection, if the principal has
received written notice from the Ad-
ministrator that an inspection is re-
quired.

(5) In the case of a Registered Im-
porter, not to release the vehicle until
the Administrator is satisfied with the
certification and any modification
thereof, if the principal has received
written notice from the Administrator
that there is reason to believe that the
certification is false or contains a mis-
representation.

(6) If the principal has received writ-
ten notice from the Administrator that
the vehicle has been found not to com-
ply with all applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety and bumper standards,
and written demand that the vehicle be
abandoned to the United States, or de-
livered to the Secretary of Homeland
Security for export (at no cost to the
United States), or to abandon the vehi-
cle to the United States, or to deliver
the vehicle, or cause the vehicle to be
delivered to, the custody of the Bureau
of Customs and Border Protection at
the port of entry listed above, or to
any other port of entry, and to secure
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