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remember.”” That is what made Del
Reeves unique, he was such a multi-
faceted and talented person.

When asked how he would like to be
remembered, he said, ‘I want to be re-
membered as a great showman and a
nice guy ... that’s all I could hope
for.”” That is exactly what Del got, as
he certainly is remembered as a nice
guy and a great showman.

One of his closest friends, J.D. Hig-
gins, appropriately commented that on
New Year’s Day country music lost a
tremendous entertainer, and I will miss
him greatly. He will be missed by coun-
try music fans all over the world. I
know he will be missed by family,
friends and his numerous admirers. Del
was a true inspiration who made his
hometown friends and North Carolina
proud.

Del Reeves showed his large heart
and love for his hometown community
by creating a scholarship fund and al-
ways coming home to perform in
Alleghany. Del’s contributions will
serve as a lasting testimony of his tre-
mendous talent, kindness, motivation
and delightful personality. We will all
miss Del Reeves but know that his
timeless music will never be forgotten.
He leaves quite a legacy for fans and
future generations.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ of California). Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——————

PAKISTAN REFUSING TO TAKE
ACTION AGAINST TALIBAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, 1
come to the floor this evening to once
again call upon Pakistani President
Musharraf to take action against
Taliban fighters in the western region
of his country. President Musharraf
continues to deny that Taliban leaders
are hiding in Pakistan and that the
Taliban are regrouping there, despite
numerous international press accounts
describing otherwise.

President Musharraf claims that se-
curing the border between Pakistan
and Afghanistan is not the sole respon-
sibility of his country. He has admitted
that border guards at the tactical level
often, quote, turn a blind eye when in-
surgents cross the border into Paki-
stan. Yet he still shirks the responsi-
bility his country must take in dealing
with the situation.

In Musa Qala, a town in southern Af-
ghanistan where a peace deal last year
was signed by NATO-led troops and
local elders, government officials con-
firmed that Taliban forces had taken
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partial control of the town in the last
few days. The Taliban’s movement into
Musa Qala completely disregards the
peace agreement and goes against the
wishes of the Afghani citizens living in
the town.

A similar deal was developed last
yvear in North Waziristan, a region in
western Pakistan. As was the case in
Musa Qala, Taliban fighters dis-
regarded this deal and have taken par-
tial control of the region. Yet Presi-
dent Musharraf continues to defend
this peace deal, despite the fact that
the Taliban seemed to have created a
stronghold in the region where they
can likely plan future offensives
against U.S. forces and the citizens of
Afghanistan.

If the Pakistani President truly
wishes to defend this peace deal, he
must take the necessary steps towards
eliminating Taliban forces, not only in
North Waziristan, but throughout his
country. President Musharraf has also
scaled back plans to enforce and patrol
the border between Afghanistan and
Pakistan. If Musharraf actually wishes
to eliminate Taliban forces in Paki-
stan, he must work to control this bor-
der in a safe and diplomatic manner.

Madam Speaker, last week I came to
the floor to highlight H.R. 1, a bill that
implements the recommendations of
the bipartisan 9/11 Commission. This is
part of our first 100 hours. Included in
H.R. 1 is language that would end U.S.
military assistance and armed sales li-
censing to Pakistan unless it is cer-
tified that the Islamabad government
is, I quote, making all possible efforts
to end Taliban activities on Pakistani
soil.

It is my hope that once this law is
passed, the bill will finally force Presi-
dent Musharraf to crack down on
Taliban training camps and leaders
within his country. The Bush adminis-
tration, however, has already signaled
its opposition to this language in H.R.
1. Last week, Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State John Gastright assured
Musharraf’s government that the ad-
ministration opposed any end to mili-
tary assistance to Pakistan.

I believe it is absolutely unaccept-
able for President Bush to oppose these
actions against the Pakistani govern-
ment. The language in H.R. 1 places ap-
propriate pressure on President
Musharraf to finally take suitable ac-
tion against the Taliban forces cur-
rently plotting within his country’s
borders.

The Bush administration claims that
it deals with President Musharraf re-
gardless of his actions, because it be-
lieves the Pakistani President is better
than the Islamic extremist and anti-
Western alternatives in Pakistan.

However, there are Democratic alter-
natives in Pakistan. According to a re-
cent poll by the International Repub-
lican Institute, the second most pop-
ular leader in Pakistan is former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto. Now, Mrs.
Bhutto’s party, the Pakistani People’s
Party, has joined with the Muslim
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League Party to form the Alliance for
Restoration of Democracy and hopes to
restore democratic government to
Pakistan in the near future.

Madam Speaker, it is essential for
the United States to increase pressure
on President Musharraf to step up his
commitment to eliminate Taliban
fighters in training hubs in his coun-
try. A significant step towards apply-
ing this pressure came with the lan-
guage in H.R. 1, which we passed in the
first 100 hours, ending military aid to
Pakistan unless the Pakistani Presi-
dent takes steps towards this goal of
routing out Taliban forces. It is imper-
ative for President Bush to realize the
importance of the language in this bill
and support the provisions outlined in
H.R. 1.

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————
HONORING SARKIS ACOPIAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the life of a na-
tional treasure, Sarkis Acopian. Mr.
Acopian died on January 18, 2007, at his
home in Palmer Township, Pennsyl-
vania, which is located in my Congres-
sional district near the City of Easton.
He was 80 years old.

To say that Mr. Acopian lived a full
life does not do justice to the legacy of
this extraordinary man. His is, in part,
the classic immigrant success story. He
was born on December 8, 1926, in
Tabriz, Iran, to Armenian parents. He
came to this country in 1945 to study
engineering at Lafayette College in
Easton, Pennsylvania. While here, Mr.
Acopian was drafted into the United
States Army. After completing his
military service, Mr. Acopian returned
to Lafayette, where he graduated with
a Bachelor of Science Degree in me-
chanical engineering in 1951.

Mr. Acopian used his prodigious in-
tellectual gifts and business acumen to
design and build things that helped to
make people’s lives better. While work-
ing for the Weller Electric Corporation,
he designed a power sander which be-
came one of the company’s main prod-
ucts. After forming the Acopian Tech-
nical Company in 1957, he designed and
manufactured the first ever solar radio.
Mr. Acopian subsequently led his com-
pany into the power supply business,
and the company, which is still oper-
ating today, became and remains quite
successful in that enterprise.

But Sarkis Acopian was much, much
more than just an outstanding entre-
preneur. In that regard, he loved out-
door venture and throughout his life he
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