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powers conferred by the Constitution come from the States; that is, 
the people constituting the States. 

Every power created or delegated contained in the Constitution 
was a power conferred by t.he people or the States, and did not ema
nate from the Constitution itself. Why, the State-rights party in the 
days of the adoption of the Constitution were so tenacious of this 
right that they would not adopt the Constitution unless it should be 
accompanied by amendments; or at least in their conventions adopt
ing the Constitution they submitted the first eleven articles of amend
ment, one of which proYided 1hat the powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Conetitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. There was 
no power that Congress held, no rights which it held by virtue of 
chart,ers or grants from the Crown; but all power conferred, defined, 
limited, or implied in the Constitution was granted by the States, 
and the people of the States, and not by the Constitution itself. The 
Constitution was the written expression of the grant, and hence it is 
idle to say that this is a power conferred upon the States, unless the 
gentleman means that the people acting through their State conven
tions gave to the States as corporate existences the right to appoint 
the electors; and if that is his meaning, I deny his conclusion that 
the power is t.herefore limited, for the fifth article of amendments to 
the Constitution does not limit the powers created or delegated to the 
States, but only the powers granted to the Federal Government. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it appears to me that the doctrine asserted in 
ihe fifth resolution is utterly subversive of the reserved rights of the 
States. 

There is no redress from this illegal assumption if the result of such 
a partial count is final and conclusive. It places a veto power in the 
House of Representatives upon the choice of the duly appointed 
officers of the Stat-e authorized to elect the President and Vice-Presi
dent of the United States. It declares that the House, by a bare 
majority, acting upon the opinion, whim, caprice, or partisan bias of 
its members, can invalidate the votes duly given by presidential 
electors and certified according to law. It claims the right to the 
Bouse to qnestion and set aside the appointment as well as the votes 
of electors and in effect itself appoint the electors. 

I now yield the remainder of my time to my colleague upon my 
right, [Mr. HURLBUT.] 

Mr. HURLBUT. I move that the House now adjourn. 
Mr. FOSTER. Will the gentleman yield to me to make a privi

leged motion Y 
.Mr. HURLBUT. If it is a privileged motion. 

DEFICIE..~CY BILL. 

Mr. l!~OSTER. I move that the Honse grant the request of the 
Senate for a committee of conference upon the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses upon the bill (H. R. No. 4307) making appropriations 
to supply certain deficiencies in the contingent fund of the Honse of 
Representn,tives, and for other purposes. 

'i'he motion was agreed to. 
'l'he Spen.ker announced as the conferees on the pa,rt of the House 

Mr. FOSTER, Mr. HOLMAN, and Mr. BLOUNT. 

EXTEXSION OF CAPITOL GROU:8:pS. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I ask t,mauimous consent to have taken from the 

Speaker's table and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds Senate bill No. 1113, to authorize the taking of certain 
parcels of land for the pub1lc use at the intersection of Pennsylvania 
and Maryland avenues, on the west front of the Capitol Square. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker's 
ta. ble, read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

ROBERT ERWIN. 
Mr. HARTRIDGE. I ask unanimous consent to have taken from 

the Speaker's table House bill No. 231, which bas been returned from 
the Senate with an amendment, for the purpose of moving a concur
rence in the amendment. 

No objection was made, and the bill (H. R. No. 2.'31) for the relief of 
Robert Erwin was taken from the Speaker's table. 

The amendment oft be Senate was to strike out all after the enact
ing clause, and to insert in lieu thereof the following: 

That the Court of Claims may take jurisdiction nnder the provisions of the act 
of March 12, 1863, entitled ".An act t.Q provide for the collection of abandoned prop
erty and for the proventionof ±rands in insurrectionary districts within the United 
States, " of the claims of Hobert Erwin, of Savannah, Georgia, for property alle.,.ed 
to ha.>e been taken from biro, which claims were by accident or mistake of 'irisa.,.ent 
or attorney, and without faultorneglcct on his part., as is claimed not filed withln 
tbe time limited by said act. ' 

Tile amendment of the Senate was concurrecl in. 
l\ir. HARTRIDG E moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend

ment of the Senate was concurred in; and a.lso moved that the mo
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

RIVER A..."'ffi IIARBOR DiPROVE~IENT. 
Thf' ~PE.A..KER, by unanimous consent, laid before the Honse a let

ter from the Secretary of 'Var, transmittinll' the report of the Chief 
of Engineers, under section 3. of the river ~nd harbor act of .A..uo-ust 
14, 1876; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

0 

MAJOR JUSTUS M'KINSTRY. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre

tary of War, relative to a report of the court-martial of Major Jp.stns 
l\IcKinstry; which was referred to the Committee on Military Af-
fu~ . 

1\Ir. STONE moved that the communication just referred be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 

E.NROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re

ported that they had examined and found truly enrolled lJills of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (S. No. 685) to place the name of Daniel H. Kelly upon the 
muster-roll of Company F, Second Tennessee Infantry; and 

An act (S. No. 1040) to authorize sundry allowances to James At
kins, late collector of internal revenue for the fourth district of Geor
gia, in the settlement of his accounts. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 

from Illinois [Mr. HuRLBUT] that the House now adjourn. 
Mr. HURLBUT. The gentleman from New York [Mr. WILLIS] de

sires to take the floor in his own right upon the report of the select 
committee of the rights and privileges of the House. I will with
draw my motion to adjourn and yield to him for that purpose. 

Mr. WILLIS. I am willing to yield for a motion to adjourn. 
Mr. HURLBUT. Then I make that motion. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at three o'clock and 

thirty-five minutes p.m.) the House adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk's desk 

under the rule, and referred as stated: 
By 1\Ir. BANNING: The petition of Ann Gregory, widow of Charles 

N. Gregory, of 'Vashington, District of Columbia, that the Secretary 
of the Trea-sury be directed to refund to her the sum of $1,500, the 
amount of money paid by her late husband for certain real estate pur
ch~sed from the United States at a confiscation sale in Alexandria, 
Virginia, which sale bas been declared void by the Supreme Court of 
the Unitecl States, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By 1\Ir. CUTLER: Protest of citizens of Roxbury Township, Mercer 
County, New Jersey, against the assumption of the President of the 
8enate of the power of determining who has been elected President 
of the United States, to the committee on counting the electoral vote. 

By 1\fr. KIDDER: The petition of Thomas Faloon and 230 other 
citizens of Dakota Territory, that pre·emptors may have their filings 
changed to homesteads, and credit given them of the time they have 
resided on the land as pre-emptors, to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. THORNBURGH: The petition of S. E. Rankin, and others, 
of Tennessee, that pensioners be paid from the date of their dischn.rge 
from the Army, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TUID\TEY: The petition of citizens of Westmorela.nd County, 
Pennsylvania, for the enforcement of the provisions of the act of Con
gress of July 24, 1B66, relating to the purchase of telegraph lines by 
t.he General Government, to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Fayette County, Pennsylvania, of 
similar import, to the same committee. 

By Mr. WILLI.A.MS, of Delaware: The petition of citizens of Mil
ford, Delaware, of similar import, to the same committee. 

IN SENATE. 
FRIDAY, January 19, 1877. 

Prayer -by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SuNDEP.LAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. No. 4448) to remove the political disabilities of A. W. 

Burnet, of South Carolina, was rend twice by its title and refelTcd 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

CREDENTIALS. 
Mr. Hll!LIN.presented the credentials of JA:!\fES G. BLAINE, elected 

by the Legislature of the State of Maine a Senator from that State 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Lot M. Morrill; 
which were read and ordered to be filed. 

He also presented the credentials of JAMES G. BLA..INE, elected by 
the Legislature of the State of Maine a Senator from that State for 
'the term beginning March 4, 1877 ; which were read and ordered . to 
be filed. 

PETITIONS Al\'D MEMORIALS. 
Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I am requested by the governor 

of the State of Pennsylvania to present to the Senate certain resolu
tions passed by the Legisl,itnre of Pennsylvania and I ask tha.t tho 
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resolutions be read. The resolutions were ordered to lie on the table 
and were read, as follows : 

Whereas the tranquillity of the country has been disturbed and its business 
prosperity imperiled by the extraordinary difficulty of ascertaining, in the ne:trly 
balanced vote, what has been the result of the ln.te election for the electors of Presi
dent and Vice-President; 

And whereas to allay any excitement that may endanger the public peace and 
precipitate upon the people the calamities of civil war, from which they have been 
lately delivered, it seems fit and proper that tlle Legisln.tnres of the States whose 
prerocratives and vital interests are involved in the issue should declare and em
phasize those principles embodied in the national Constitution by which the decis
ion of the pending question can alone be safely and lawfully reached: 

Resolved by the senate, (the house of repres'!ntativP.s concurrinu,> That the will of 
the people in electing a President and Vice-President of the United States can only 
be expressed in the manner pre cribed by the Constitut.ion, and the persons having 
the majority of the votes of the electors appointed by the States of the Union in 
the manner prescribed by the Legislatures thereof must be, by the force of the 
Constitution and laws. declared President and Vice-President respectively, and 
must be on the 4th of March inaugurated, and thereafterward duly respected as 
such. 

Second. That all factious opposition, and all threats of violence, designed or in
tended to prevent or imperil the declaration and confirmation of the constitutional 
election of the President and Vice-President. are unpatriotic in spirit, dangerous 
and revolutionary in tendenoy, and merit and should receive t.he condemnation of 
:m outraged and inclienant :people. 

Third. That the lists which the duly appointed electors of the States respect
ively are required by the Constitution of the United States to make of the persons 
voted for as President and Vice-President, and the number of votes for each, and 
which are to be hy the eleot~rs certified and transmitted by t.bem sealed to the 
President of the Senate, and which certifica~s are to be opened by him in the 
presence of the two Houses of Congress, :md counted, are the constitutional evi
dence of the votes cast for President and Vice-President. 
• Fourth. 'fbat under the Constitution the persons having the majority of all the 

votes actually cast by the duly appointed electors of the States, respectively, are, 
bj- force of the Constitution and laws, the President and Vice-President from anti 
after the beginn.ing of their term of office, and any attempt to defeat the election of 
a President or of a Vice-President by either House of Congress upon the prewxt that 
certain persons duly certified to be the electors of any State were not such electors, 
or uy throwing out or refusing to count the legally certified votes of any State, or by 
impeding the coun~g of the electoral >ote to ascertain the result, or for any other 
cause than that provided for in the Constitution, when no person has a majority 
of votes of the elect.ors duly appointed, will be a proceeding fraught with danger 
to the public peace, perilous to the stability of our Government, and exposing our 
nation to contempt in the general opinion of wankind. 

ruesolvcd, That our Senators in Congress be instructed and our Representatives 
requested to let their action on this question conform to the spirit of this declara
tion. 

RP.solved, That the governor be requested to have a copy of this preamble and 
resolutions forwarded to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress as 
early as convenient. 

The foregoing preamble and resolutions have passed the Legislature. 

.JANUARY 16, 1877. 

THOS. B. COCHRAN, 
Olerk of the Senate. 

WM. C. SHURLOCK, 
Olerk of the House of Representatives . 

:Mr. SHERl\fAN presented a petition of a large number of citizens of 
Ohio, praying the passage of the act allowing pensioners the amount 
of arrears to which tlley would be entitled by a removal from the 
statutes of the unjust limitation which has debarred many from 
receiving their just dues, and that they shall be entitled to receive 
in all cases pension from the date of discharge of the soldier; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I also present the 'Petition of Levi &. Co., of 
Cincinnati, Ollio, praying the repeal of the law imposing a tax on 
the circulation, deposits, and capital of banks, stating that it afi'ects 
them injuriously and affects the public as well injuriously. I move 
its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. COOPER presented the petition of the Louisville conference, 

the petitiou of the East Texas conference, the petition of the North 
Georgia conference, the petition of the South Carolina conference, 
the petition of the Virginia conference, the petition of the Memphis 
conference, the petition of the North Mississippi conference, the pe
tition of the Al:tlJama conference, the petition of the North Alabama 
conference, and the petition of the Mississippi conference, praying for 
settlement and payment of the claim of the Southern Methodist Pub
lishing House; which were referred t.o the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRI.MON presented a resolution of the Legislature of North 
Carolina, in favor of amending the laws relating to currency1 so as to 
prohibit national banks from taking more than 8 per cent. mterest; 
which was referred to the Committee on ~'in:mce. 

He also presented a petition of the Good Templars of North Caro
lina, officially signed, praying for prohibitory legislation for the Dis
trict of Columbia and the Territories; the prohibition of the foreign 
importatiun of alcoholic liquors; that total abstinence be made a con
dition of the civil, military, and n:wal service, and for a constitu
tional amendment to prohibit the traffic in alcoholic bevera.gesthrough
out the national doruain; which was referred to the Committe on 
Finance. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, presented tlle petition of Lucius A. Hardee, of 
Honeymoon, Florida,, praying the appointment of a committee to exam
ine his method of effectually destroying the locust or grasshopper of the 
West by concussion, and also to examine into tho history, nature, and 
habits of t.he grasshopper and suggest some means of their destruc· 
tion; which was referred to the Uornmittee on Agriculture. 

Mr. BOGY presented a petition of citizens of Missouri, praying an 
. amendment of the pension laws, so as to allow arrearao-es of pen-

sions; which was ordered to lie on the table. o 

Mr. CONKLING. I present_ pet-itions numerously signed by citi-

zens of New York, prayinp; legislation restricting and preventing in 
the Territories and the District of Columbia,, the sale of alcoholic 
drinks as a beverage. Such petitions, I believo, have gone hereto
fore to the Committee on Finance. I move the reference of tllcse to 
that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 
He also presented the petition of James C. Jewett, of the city of 

New York, praying to be indemnified, out of the unappropriated mon
eys of the Geneva award, for losses sustained by the depredations of 
the confederate vessels Florida and Alabama; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of the State of New York, 
praying the passage of an act granting pensions from the (late of the 
discharge of the soldier, and for payment of arreai'S now due; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS presented a resolution of the Legislature of Ver
mont, in favor of the repeal of the bankrupt law; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. · 

Mr. BOUTWELL presented the petition of William King and others 
of Monson, Massachusetts, praying for the passage of a bill granting 
arrears of pension to Charlotte Brooks; which was refened to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

.Mr. BRUCE presented the petition of D. R. Avery, and other citi
zens of North Collins, New York, praying for a general law to pro
hibit the liquor traffic within the national jurisdiction; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

REPORTS OF COl\fifiTIEES. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 231) for the relief of Heartt, Waite & Dodge, submit
ted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and 
the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the petition of 0. S. B. Wall and others, citizens 
of the District of Columbia, praying a grant of public land for the 
purpose of endowing a home for the indigent poor of tho District of 
Columbia, asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Public Lands; which was . 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 4202) to amend the charter of the Mutual Fire-Insurance 
Company of the District of Columbia, reported adversely thereon, 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same commit.tee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 4041) to prevent depredations upon property in the Dis
trict of Columbia, reported it without amendment. 

1\fr. DORSEY, from-the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 3558) to provide for the settle· 
ment of tax-lien certificates erroneously issued by the late authorities 
of the District of Columbia, reported it ~thout amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred a memorial 
of citizens of the District of Columbia asking the passage of an act 
authorizing and empowering the board of audit of the District of Co
lumbia to receive and adjust claims for damages to property occa-· 
sioned by the change of the grade of Pennsylvania avenue provided 
for by the act of July 8, 1870, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BRUCE, from t.he Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 3499) granting a pension to William Duckley, pri
vate Company C, Fiftieth Ohio Volunteers, submitted an adverse re
port thereon; which was ordered to be printed; and the bill was post
poned indefinitely. 

He al o, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 2702) granting a pension to BridgetT. Hopper, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, anclthe 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. \VEST, from t.he Committee on Railroads, to whom wasrefeiTed 
the bill (S. No. 1134) t.o create a sinking fund for the liquidation of 
the Government bonds advanced to the Central Pacific Railroad Com
pany of California, and the ·western Pacific Railroad Company, and 
to the Union Pacific Railroad Company, under and in pursuance of the 
act of Congress entitled "An act to aid in the constmction of a rail
road and telegraph line from the ·Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, 
and to secure to the Government the use of the same for postal, mill tary, 
and other purposes," approved July 1, 1832, and the acts amending 
the same or supplemental theret.o, and for tho settlement of tbe claims 
of the Government on account of said bondt:~, reported it with amend
ments. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 

introduce a bill (S. No.115D) authorizing the sale and private entry of 
certain tracts of land within the limits of Salt Lake City, Utah Ter
ritory; which was road twice by its title, and, together with the ac
companyin~ memorial, refened to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SPENCER (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob
tained, leave t~ introduce a bill (S. No.ll60) for tlle relief of Thomas 
H. Bradley ; which was read twice by its title, referred to the Com
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WINDOM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introdnce a bill (S. No. 1161) for the relief of Nathan Bl1tler, of Min· 
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nesota; which was read twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1162) providing for funding certificates ·of the 
board of audit; which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PAD DOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S.No.l163) for the relief of settlers on the public 
lands under the pre-emption laws; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 

.ADAMs, its Clerk, announced that the House insisted upon its disagree
ment to the seventh and eighth amendments of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R. No. 4307) making appropriations to supply certain deficiencies 
in the contingent fund of the House of Represent:l.tives, a,nd for other 
purposes; that it insisted upon its amendmellJ; to the twelfth amend
ment of the Senate to the said bill; that it agreed to the conference 
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the. two Houses 
thereon, and had appointed Mr. CHARLEs FosTER of Ohio, Mr. WILL
IAM S. HOLMAN of Indiana, and Mr. JAMES H. BLOUNT of Georgia 
managers at the conference on the pa,rt of the House. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 231) for the relief of 
Robert Erwin. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message further announced that the Speaker of the Honse had 

signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon 1\igned 
by the President pro tempore : 

·A bill (S. No. 685) to place the name of Daniel H. Kelly upon the 
muster-roll of Company F, Second Tennessee Infantry; and 

A bill (S. No. 1040) to authorize sundry allowances to James At
kins, late collector of internal revenue for the fourth district of Geor
gia, in the settlement of his accounts. 

CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. SARGENT. If there be no further morning business, I move 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
4251) making appropriations for the consular and diplomatic service 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 1878, and for other 
purposes. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SARGENT. Before the amendments reported by the Committee 
on Appropriations are considered, I will make a few general remarks 
as to the difference between this bill and the bill which was passed 
by agreement between the two Houses at the la.st session. The changes 
are very few. Substantially it is the bill passed at the last session. 
There are two additions made to the amount of appropriations by the 
House of Representatives ; one for contingent. expenses of foreign 
intercourse proper, to the amount of 10,000, and one for the relief of 
American seamen, to the extent of $10,000, making in all $20,000 in 
addition. The Committee on Appropriations have examined into 
these items of expenditure and think that these additions are judi
cious. Therefore, they recommend the House bill in that respect. 

The reductions in this bill are in the salaries of consuls, vice-con
suls, &c., $:32,600. This, however, is not really a deduction from the 
appropriation of last year's bill, but in the footing made last year of 
the appropriations necessary to pay the salaries of consuls, vice-con
suls, &c., an error of $32,600 was made in the haste of the close of the 
session. This wa.s understood by myself immediately afte~the pass
age of the bill and its signature by the President, and I sent infor
mation to the State Department of this error, and of the real intention 
of Congress in the passage of the bill ; and the amount of $32,600 of 
the appropriation made was not expended. Consequently we appro
priate as much for next year by this bill as will be expended this 
year, under last session's bill. 

The House ha.s reduced upon· the item of the Sp:mish claims com
mission $3,512.50, which the Senate committee consider injurious, and 
when we reach that item which the committee propose to amend, I will 
more particularly explain the reasons for the amendment we propose. 

Ten thousand dollars reduction is made in the item of expenses for 
the execution of the neutrality act. As the expenditure for anum ber 
of years past 'has been less than $10,000 per annum on this account, it 
is thought perhaps $10,000 will be possibly sufficient for the coming 
year. If, however, there should be a Fenian war or if there shoul~ 
be a general European war, which is threatened, the amount of 
$10,000 will not be sufficient ; but Congress will probably meet in time 
to make another appropriation if a contingency shall arise. 

The item of compensation to consular and diplomatic officers, $25,-
000, appropriated last year to pay the expenses of the transit home of 
persons whose offices were abolished, is not repeated this year. This 
makes, therefore, a reduction of $25,000 in the apparent appropriation, 
but it is unnecessary because it was for a temporary purpose which 
has now been accomplished. 

For clerks to consulates a reduction of $600 is made, to which the 
Senate committee take no exception. 

With these explanations, I nsk that the bill be read and that action 
be taken on the amendmepts as they are reached. 

V-47 

The. PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the suggestion Y 
The Chair hears none. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I should like to ask the Senator who has the bill 
in charge if there is any legislation in the bill as it comes from the 
House. 

Mr. SARGENT. Not a line of legislation in the bill as it comes. 
from the Honse of Representatives. :-

Mr. ANTHONY. We have now adopted a rule which goes into forcej 
on Monday that we will not put legislation on appropriation bills~ 
which I think is a very proper rule. If we are not to permit.ourselv3 
to put any legislation on such bills, I think we ought to establish the 
principle in limine that we will not accept legislation from the othe . 
House on these bills. We ought to stand on a perfect equality with;. 
the other Honse in that respect. 

Mr. SARGENT. There is no legislation on this bill or I should haV'e, 
called the attention of the Senate to it. I do not know that it is 
necessary to read this bill through at length. There are only one or 
two changes. I suggest that the Clerk read only the amendments .. 
The first one is on page 8, line 162. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempm·e. The Chair hears no objection, and 
only the amendments reported will be read. 

:Mr. STEVENSON. Has the bill been read at all t 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has not been read through in 

committee. 
1\Ir. STEVENSON. Does. not the Senator want the bill read f 
Mr. SARGENT. With the exception of those parts I point out, 

it is a literal reproduction of the bill which passed both Houses and 
was signed by the President last year. I have no objection to ita be
ing read at length except the time consumed. 

rrhe PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection, only the . 
portions of the bill proposed to be amended will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the first amendment of the Committee on 
Appropriationet, which was in line 162 to strike out "Algiers." 

Mr. SARGENT. Algiers i.s stricken out because the consulate there 
was abolished sometime since and there i.s no necessity for it. It 
was probably put in by an oversight in the House. It i.s not in the 
estimates. If it remain, it will be necessary to increase the appro
priation $1,500 for a useless consulate. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment proposed by the Committee on Appropria

tions was on page 12, line 265, after the word "commissioner," to 
strike out "$3,000 " and insert "$4,000 ;" in the same line! after the 
word "counsel," to strike out " $3,000" and insert 'r $4,000 ;" in line 
206, after "secretary," to strike out '' $900" and insert "$912.50 ;" 
and in line 268, after the words" contingent expenses," to strike out 
"$500" and ·insert "$1,000;" and in line 269 to strike out "$7,700" 
and insert "$10,212.50/' so as to make the clause read: 

For salaries and expenses of the United States and Spanish claims commission, 
namely: For commissioner, $4,000; for counsel, $4,000; for secreta.ry, $912.50; for 
messenger, i3<JO ; for contingont expense.'\, $1,000; making in all the sum of 
$10,212.50. 

Mr. SARGENT. The salary of the commissioner is not fixed by 
law; it has been :fixed heretofore by appropriations; ancl in the bill 
of last year it was fixed at $4,500, and the salary of the counsel was 
fixed at the same amount. The House has in this bill reduced these 
by $1,500. There are some forty cases yet undetermined before the 
Spanish claims commission and some of them of considerable diffi
culty. No commissioner fit to pass upon cases of that kind, who 
would give the necessary labor to the work, and no counsel in ordi
nary practice would consent to work for $3,000 a year. The commit
tee have not proposed to pnt the compensation ba-ck to .$4,500, hutto 
consent to a reduction of $500, fixing the compensation at $4,000. 

I should like to say with reference to this commission that the time 
when it shall expire is not fixed by law; it still has the amount ·of 
unfinished business before it to which I have referred, and this com
mission is very useful to the Government of the United States in this 
way ; and perhaps it should be continued; it is worth all it costs, for 
this reason: Persons who, some twenty years ago, or a less or greater 
period of time, came over to the United States, and obtained certificates 
of naturalization, perhaps remained long enough to get those certifi
cates, not intending, however, to really become citizens of the United 
States, returned to Spain, and every month or two, as exigencies have 
arisen since that time, have sworn in various forms that they were 
Spanish citizens. A difficulty arises between us and Spain, as sometimes 
happens, involving our affairs in the island of Cuba, and these persons, 
being treated as Spanish subjects, produce their papers and at once 
insist that they are citizens of the United States. If their demands 
are not a-cceded to they come to the State Department and make their 
complaints of a miscellaneous character. The Secretary of State has 
been accustomed to send these persons at once to this commission. 
They either refuse to go there, and therefore show the hollowness of 
their pretensions, or if they go there that hollowness is soon discov
ered and the Government s:tves a very large amount of expense and 
an immense amount of annoyance. For that reason I think the policy 
of the law is well which seems to continue this commission, at any 
rate for sonie time longer. The House proposes that it shoJ.lcontinue 
through the next year, and the salaries we propose are not too much. 

The same bill reduces the amount of compensation of tho secretary 
by $12.50, which is hardly worth a difference between the two Houses 
were it not foJ: the fact "that $912.~»0 i.s just one-half the amount al-
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lowed to the secretary, the other half being paid by Spain, and we 
ought to pay as much as Sp:tin does; and this is the amount which it 
was agreed upon between the two Governments should be paid. The 
Honse probably did not understand that circumstance, and made it a 
round sum of $900, which is the p::rv of a female clerk in one of the 
Departments here. But understanding, as probably will be explained 
in conference, that this $912.50 is one-half the amount of wh:~.t w:LS 
agreed upon to be paid by the two Governments, there will be no dif
ficulty in their admitting the propriety of the balance of the appro
priation. 

The contingent expenses are reduced by the Honse from $1,000 to 
$500. The estimates are $1,500. I am informed by the Secretary of 
State that $500 will scarcely pay for the amount of translation that 
is necessaryT and we save the amount of rent this year because we 
have moved this commission into the new State Department building, 
and several other expenses nre saved. 

With these moderate additions, we think t.he bill cannot be much 
improved. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
1 The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are no other amendments re

ported. 
~~~~~to~~~M~~~~am~ 

ments made as in Committee of the Whole were concurred in. 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 

read a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 
A message from the President of the United Sta.tes, by Mr. C. C. 

SNIFFEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the_ President bad 
this day approved and signed the following acts : 

An act (S. No. 678) for the relief of Ephraim P. Abbott; and 
An act (S. No. 453) to authorize the Vancouver Water Company to 

lay water-pipes through the Fort Vancouver military reservation. 

.- PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. WHYTE. I move that when the Senate a.djourn to-day it be 

to meet on Monday next. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask for the yeas and nays on that motion. 
Mr. WHYTE. I withdraw the motion, if there is any objection to it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to state to my friend from Maryla.nd that 

the bill reported by the select committee, if it becomes a la.w, will 
have the first act to be done under it done on a week from Tuesday 
next, and therefore it is in my opinion essential that we should take 
up the bill to-morrow and proceed with its consideration, so that by 
next Tuesday we shall be able to take a final vote upon it and either 
destroy it by manly blows or pass it by a vote, and nqt smother it to 
death by evasion or postponement. It is essential therefore, and it 
is right to all sides of the question, that that bill should be taken up 
to-morrow and considered, and that its consideration should continue 
from day to day until we shall finlllly dispose of it one way or the 
other. I hope, therefore, that-the Senate will not adjourn over, but 
will sit to-morrow. . 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion is withdrawn. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I hope the Senator from Vermont will not call 

up the bill till Monday, and I will tell him the reason why. A great 
deal is to be done by private conference among Senators, by close 
examination, and I think that giving us Saturday for that purpose 
will effect more than probably would be accomplished by debate. 
I throw out the suggestion to him. Of course, I have no feeling about 
i~. I concur with him that the earliest moment we get at the debate 
the better; but I suggest for his consideration that by examination 
and private intercours-e with each other to-morrow we shall be able 
to come to a conclusion sooner. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In the present state of public emergency, I do 
not think I should do my duty if I assented to that suggestiOn. There 
are the mornings and the evenings for private conference and consul
tation. But this bill is a bill of great importance. It is either a good. 
measure of safety and law for the country or it is an unconstitutional 
and bad ·measure; but that it affects great interests everybody will 
agree. Therefore it appears to me, inasmuch as if it is to be a law it 
must be a law speedily, that we ought to take it up at the earliest 
moment to-morrow and proceed to consider it and get aa far with it 
as we can to-morrow-of course it will involve debate, and it ought 
to involve debate-so that we may be able to terminate it one way or 
the other at an early day next week. 

Mr. WHYTE. I was under the impression that the Senator from 
Vermont did not propose to call up the bill until Monday, and there
fore I made the proposition to enable Senators to prepare for the dis
cussion of the bill between now and Monday. But inasmuch aa the 
Senator now states that he will call it np to-morrow, I withdraw the 
motion I made, and shall vote against it if made by any other Senator. 

COUNTING THE ELECTORAL VOTE. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The morning honr having expired, 

the Senate resumes the consideration of the unfinished business of 
yesterday, which is the resolution of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. WALLACE] to instruct the special committee on counting the 
electoral vote for President and Vice-President to inquire and report 
upon certain propositions in connection therewith, on which the Sen
ator from Missouri [Mr. BoGY] is entitled to the floor. 

:Mr. BOGY. Mr. President, I will now read the testimony from More
house Pari~:~h, beginning on page 705 of this volume of evidence: 
STATE OF LOillSIANA. 

Parish of MOTehouse: 
I~ .Tames M. Turpin, clerk of the fourteenth district court, in and for said parish. 

ana St.'\t.e, do hereby certify that no statement or ;protest of t~e commissioners of. 
election, or of any one of them, or of the supemsor of election 01: other person, 
relative to the election held in said parish on the 7th of the present month under 
the provisions of section 26 of ACt approved November 20, 1872, has been filed in 
my office or been delivered ~ me as clerk of said court up ~ present date. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Bastrop, Louisiana, on this 20th of No,.. 
vember, A. D.1876. 

[SEAL.] 

STATE OF LoUISIANA, 
Parish of Morehotu!e: 

,J AS. M. TURPIN, 
Olerk Fourteenth Di8trict Court. 

I have just seen a dispatc~ from Governor W. Pitt Kellogg to Mr. Chandler, bear' 
ing date New Orleans, November 6, :md published in the New York Herald on the 
7th instant, which dispatch, as bras it refers to the parish of Morehouse, is untrue
in the following particulars: This parish a.tthe time referred to in said dispatch was. 
not patrolled by White Leagues or other pel'SOns, re-enforced by armed bodies from 
Arkansas and Mississippi, within my knowledge. I beard of no such, and the dis
patch in this particular is incorrect. There has been no republicans murdered in 
this pariah during this campaign on account of their politics that I know of. The< 
colored voters were not prohioited from going to or returning from the parish site 
on the day- of election nor previous there~. that I ever heaid of. On the day of 
election a L'll'ge number of voters residing in different wards of this parish voted at; 
the poll established at Bastrop, the parish site, without molestation or hinderance, so 
far a.s I know or c:ould see. I never heard of tho roads leading~ Bastrop being 
11icketed. I am the sheriff of the parish of Morehouse~ ~nd I have never been un
able to execute aqy warrant of MTest that was pL'\COO m my hands, in any caso 
where I could find the parties. 

I wqg present at the poll located atBn.strop on the 7th of November, and theoloo
tion at sa.id poll was conducted peaceably and quietly, and every elector, both whiLe 
and colored, voted for the men of their choice, so far as I know. 

. GEORGE A. PETIRKIN, 
Sheriff Parish Morehouse. 

I have just read the dispatch referred to herein, and I have read the above and 
foregoing statement of George A. Petirkin, sheriff of Morehouse, andl cheerfully 
concur and indorse said statement. I am a resident of Morehouse Parish, and par
ish attorney fur said parish, and a. republic.'\n, and vote therepublic:m ticket. George 
A. Petii·kin is likewise a republic.'W. 

FRANK VAUGHEN, 
Parish Attorney pro tempore. 

Sworn to :md subscribed tn before me this 13th llay November, 1876. 

STATE OF LOUISIANA. 
Pari.sh of M~Wehnuse: 

A. L. BUSSEY, 
Deputy Olerk, Fourteenth District. 

I, L. R. Stark, do solemnly swear that I am a resident of ward No. 5, said parish; 
that I voted in said ward at the recent election on the 7th instant; that the elec
tion in said ward was a free, fair, and peaceable one; that previous the election the 
parish was not patrolled by- the White. League, re-enforced by armed boilies from 
Arkansas or elsewhere, and that the only armed bodies in the parish on or pre
vious to the election were United States troops; that the republican leaders in saitl 
pariAh were not driven away or murdered previoua to said election, or on the day 
thercof; that no republican voters, within my know ledge or that I heard of, were 
intel'C(Jpt.ed by White League pickets or other persons and prevented from goiug 
to tho parish seat or other place in the parish to vote; that none were prevent.etl 
fl'Om voting by being cruelly beaten or otherwise maltreated; that I saw nothing 
on the day of the election or previous there~ that was calculated to intimidate any 
voter or to hinder a free election; that the reported dispatch of <fflvernor Kellogg 
to Ron. z. Chandler, as far as relates to the parish of Morehouse, is utterly falso 
in every particular. 

L. R. STARK, M. D., 
United States Marshal.' a Posse. 

Sworn to and subscribed before mo this 11th day of November, A. D 1~6. 
W. H. SUMMERLIN, 

• Justice Peace of Fifth Ward. 

Mr. PAD DOCK. Mr. President, it is some time since the Senator 
from Missouri commenced to read the book from w hioh he is now 
reading, and I ha.ve almost forgotten what the book is. I should ue 
glad to h~ informed what it is. 

Mr. BOGY. The evitlence taken in Now Orleans before the return
ing board. I am surprised the Senator did not know this without 
my telling him. 

Mr. PADDOCK. It is too great a tax on the memory. 
:Mr. BOGY. You mean to say for your memory. I regret it ia so 

feeble; that is your misfortune. 
THE STATE OF LOUISIANA., 

Paris}!. of Orlea.m : 
Personally came and appeared before me, W. T. Houston, a justice of the peace, 

duly commissioned, Samuel W. Riley, a resident of the fourth ward, parish of More
house, who, being duly sworn, deposes under oath tb.'\t he was, in Angust;.1875, ap
pointed rox-collec~r for the pariah of Morehouse, and that since that date he has 
been constantly in the parish of Morehouse, and, having been a member of and 
voting with the republic.'\n p!'rty of the parish of Morehouse, that he has never 
known of any improper treatmE'nt ~ himself or republicans of the pariah of More
house on account of their political faith, and that he has always felt free to go to 
any part of said parish, and verily believes that no member of the republican party 
has been in any danuer of bodily harm or political proscription on account of his 
political opinions. He further swe.'U'S that he has never klloWlJ. of aij.y violel)ce or 
threats made to any colored man on account of his color or political opinion.~ by ~ny 
member of the democratic-conservative party of said parish during the time of reg
iStration or on the day of election; that on the 7th day of November, A. D. 1876, be was 
during the entire day at the fourth ward precinct, which is in the town of Bastrop 
at the court-house in the parish of Morehouse, and that he was appointed by tl:~e 
supervisor of registration aa one of the five to be present and see that the polling 
of votes and counting of the same was done as directed by the law; and he docs 
here declare that he saw nor heard anything to intimidate any man from voting 
just as he wished. He has never known of any armed or military organizations in 
the parish of Morehouse during the registration of voters in the said parish or on 
the da:y of election. He further declares that he has never known of any colo reel 
republican.s discharged from labor and employment or the stopping of the issue of 
rations 't9 colored repubUcans on account of their being members of tbe republican 
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party. He further declares that he never knew of any of the roads or approaches 
to the voting-precincts bein~ picketed to prevent republican voters from coming to 
the polls anu ti-om casting their votes according to their own free will. · 

SAM'L W. REILEY, 
Ez.Taz-Oollector, Morehouse Parish. 

I will now proceed to read the testimony taken in the parish of 
Natchitoches : 

The witness, David Piers~n, being first duly sworn by the undersigned authority, 
did depose and say as follows : 

To first interrogatory he answers and says : My name is David Pierson. I re
side in the town of Natchitoches, parish of Natchitoches, Louisiana.. Am a law· 
yer by profession. 

To second interrogatory he answers and says: I was in Natchitoches Parish the 
greater part of the time from the 15th September to the 7th November, 1~76. Vis
ited almost every ward in the parish during the canvass, and watched closely the 
conduct both of the registration and election. On the part of the democratic-con. 
serva.tive party there was no intimidation, violence, threats, disturbances, tumults, 
or other wrongful or ill practices, or frauds concerning said election; no acts, or 
attempts at aets, to prevent a free, full, fair, and peaceable election. It was the 
policy of t.be conservatives, concurred in by the entire rank and file of their party, 
not only to give no cause of complaint as to the fairness of the election, but to pre
vent the slightest pretel..'t for a contest so far as the conduct of the democrats was 
concerned. I attended mass-meetings in various places throughout the parish, 
which were lar~ely attended by both white and colored citizens, republicans and 
democrats. and in no instance was there any clisturbance or tumult, or other means 
of intimidation; but, on the contrary, the best of feeling prevailed and freest ex
pression of opinion indulged in. I also attended large republican meetings, at 
which every democrat, white or colored, demeaned themselves properly and peace
ably. Rej!:ist.ratiou offices were opened by the republican supervisor in the various 
wards of the 11arish, affording every opportunity to the republicans to obtain their 
certificates of registration, aml in many cases g1ving preference to the republicans 
in the location of the offices. There waa no disturbance that I am aware of; cer
tainly non8 complained of at any registralion-Qffice in said parish, nor was there 
any effort on the part of the democrats to hinder, or prevent, or delay registration. 
If there were any persons who did not register or vote, it was their own fault, so 
far as the conduct of the conservatives was concerned. In the matter of the elec
tion, two out of three commissioners were designated by the supervisor from among 
the republicans in all the wards that were thought to be republican or to have a. 
republican majority. There was also United States supervisors at each and every 
poll, as also constables of election. Every precaution provided for in the law, as 
well as dictated by prudence, was adopted and taken to insure a peaceable and fair 
election, and the free and voluntary exercise by everybody without regard to race 
or color or political bias of the right of franchise. I was present at one of the larg
est polls during the entire da.y of election, to wit, the polls at Natohitoches, Nos. 1 
and 2, of ward 12, at which there was not the slightest ground for complaint against 
the -- and act of the conser~atives; not a broil, disturbance, threat, act of vio
lence, or other wrongful act on the part of the democrats that I know of or heard of. 
From the close of the polls on the 7th November I was almost constantly about the 
court-boose, where the supervisor ba{l his headquarters, and to which place the 
commissioners brou"ht the boxes and returns for two aays; saw the returns of 
election come in and 'aelivered to this supervisor; beard the commissioners and offi
cers of each poll speak freely of the manner in which the election was conducted 
at the precincts, and in no instance beard of any complaints against the democrats 
or that there bad been any intimidation, violence, or fraud at any poll A large 
crowd of people, white and black, democrats and republicans, were assembled about 
tbe supervisor's office at the court-house for two or three days subsequent to the 
election, and it seemed to be invariably conceded that there had been no cause for 
protest or complain~ so far as the conduct of the conservatives was concerned. I 
was present much or the time in which Mr. Russ, the supervisor, was engaged in 
making up his consolidated statement. He was assisted by the clerks and- United 
States supervisor for the parish, and forwarded the same when completed, without 
a prowst on the part of any one; and I am convinced that bad there been any just 
ground for complaint or protest against the democrats that said officer would have 
remarked it upon the consolidated statement of votes. On the part of the repub· 
licans-colored republicans against colored democrats-there was, as is a,~serted, a 
~eat. deal of abuse, threats, aud intimidation. From public rumor, information 
derived from reliable parties throughout the parish, I am constrained to believe 
that there exiSted a wide-spread determination among colored republicans of that 
parish to prevent any colored man from voting the democl'atic ticket., e\'en if they 
h'ld to resort to violence to accomplish their desi~s·. In several well-defined and 
atrocious cases, as I am informed and believe, colored men and voters were actu
ally assaulted and greatly injured, even ~r the election had passed, on account 
of their having voted the democratic ticket; others were denied. religious member
ship ; others ostracized, and others were threatened with death before and after the 
election. 

To the third interrogatory he answers and says: Wards 5 and 6 in said pariRh, or 
what is generally known as Hill wards, having a large white population and but 
few colored. The vote of tnese wards bas been almost solidly democratic at all 
former elections, the colored voters residing there voting voluntarily with their 
white neighbors or employers, except a few that reside near the town of Natchi
toches, who usually vote at the latter precinct. From my knowledge of the char
acter of the citizens of these wards and the politicn.l sentiments of the voters, white 
and black, the blacks having at every election voted with the democrats, I am sat
isfied there was a fair, free, and peaooable election in said wards on the 7th N ovem
ber last. Had there been violence or intimidation I should have beard of it. I know 
of none nor have heard of any ; the commissioners of eJection report none. 

To the fourth interrogatory he answers and says : I know of nothing further that 
I can now call to mind. 

D. PIERSON. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 1st December, 1876. 

S'lATE OF LoUISIANA, 
Parish of Nawhitoches: 

I hereby certify that there has not been filed in the clerk's office of the parish of 
Natchitoches by the supervisor of registration, any commissioner of el ction, or 
any other person, any protest, affidavit, certificate, or st-atement regarcling or relat
ing to any riot, tumults, acts of violence, intimidation, disturbance, bribery, or 
corrupt influences at any place in the parish of -Natchitoches, or a.t or near any poll, 
or voting-place, or place of registration or revision of registration, preventing or 
tending to prevent a fair, free, peaceable, and full vote of all the qualifi~d elector8 
of said partt-~h, or any precinct, ward, city, or town in said palish, at the election 
recently held on the 7th day of November, 1876, or during the registration or the 
revision of the regi!>tra.tion w bich preceded said election; tbat I ha.ve entire charge 
of said clerk's office, :md I know positively that no said document is or has been 
on tile therein. 

Given under my hand and seal of office on the 20th day of November, 1876. 
JNO. A. :BARLOW, 

Deputy Olerk. District Oourt. 

I now go to the parish of Ouachita, the testimony aa to which l)e-
gins of page 773 : · 

STATE OF LoUISIANA, 
Parish of Ouachita : 

:Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared Job n W. Scarborough, 
who, being duly sworn, deposes under oath that he Js a duly registered and quali
fied voter of the parish of Ouachita, said State; that he voted in said parish, at 
poll No. 8, ward No. 4, at the recent election, on the 7th day of November, 1876; 
that the election at said poll was fair, free, and peaceable one, as much so as I have 
ever seen at any election in my life. I have been livin~ in this State for thirty-nine 
y_~l'S, and in the parish of Oua~hita nearly all of that time. I was at the poll in ward 
;No. 8 when it was opened, and remained until it closed. I saw republiCNl colored 
men vote the republican ticket freely, and without any molestation of any kind. 
I likewise saw numbers of colored men who bad heretofore been republicans vote 
the democratic ticket. They did so fret:>ly, and of their own free accord. Many of 
them had before joined the democratic clubs, organized in my ward and in the Bayou' 
Siard ward. There was no coercion of colored men to join democratic clubs organ
ized in my ward-none whatever. They joined them freely, and of their own ac! 
cord, in the two wards above referred to, and generally throughout the parish of 
Ouachita, so far as my knowledrre extends. There was no connection between the 
clubs and the companies formed' in the parish for home protection. At a. large bar· 
becue given in my ward1 about eight days before the election, there was as many 
as between eighty and runety colored men joined the club of my ward, residents of 
the ward. I know this, because I was secretary of the club. We told these colored 
men not to join our club if they did not intend to vote with us; and they joined the 
club, expecting and intending to vote the democratic ticket, and the majority of 
them did so of their own free will. There was no compulsion by 'LilY one, and not 
a disturbance at the poll, and not an an_,gry word spoken that I heard or heard of: 
The best of feeling prevailed between bw.cks and whites on that day as previously, 
and still exists. 

This feeling I am satisfied would alwa.ys exist if not for republican leaders, 
who seek to utilize the colored voters for their own alrgrandizement, and in onler to 
do so inflame their minds to array them against the whites. I am satisfied from 
their tactics in Ouachita Parish that the leaders would be willing to provoke blood
shed to accomplish theirpoliticalpurposes. It is my firm conviction, and it is the gen
eral impression of the white people of my parish, that the programme of the republi
can leaders was to bring on moe conflicts, out of which to make political capital 
and influence the election. They were j68lous of our influence over the colored 
voters, which was daily growing more potent, and promised to give us a large ma
jority of the votes of the parish. In my own experience I have an instance which 
I believe to be the result of the teaching or tactics of the republican leaders. While 
I wa& quietly riding along the road I was insulted by a negro man. who was in a 
wagon with a number of other negroes. The lan!!llage was pointed and insulting, 
and given without any provocation on my part. 1 have beard of other similar in
stances in the parish. The conduct of the whites wa.~ very forbearing and con
ciliatory, our object and desire being to have no disturbances or ra~ issues. 
We were in the minority and wanted no bloodshed or commotions of any kind, and. 
acted and advised in the interest of peace. In the affidavit of Frank B. Johnson, 
a. colored man living in my ward, and who had volnntarily joined our club, I see he 
swears that "John Scarborough al~o remarked to me and some other republican 
voters that if we voted the radical ticket that they would make it so hot for us that 
we could not live here, and that if we were starving to death he would neither em
ploy or give us a mouthful to eat." I pronounce this a falsehood. I never spo"ke 
to him until after he bad voted and was stan cling near a fire in front of the school
bonae. I knew he had voted the republican ticket by the color of it, and went to 
where he was standing outside of the house and said to him, in substance, "Frank, 
I am sorry to see you have gone back on us by voting the republican ticket after 
having joined the democratic club, as I thought in gooa faith; and, after deceiving 
us in this way, so far as I am concerned. I would not employ you or feed you if you 
were starvinO'." · 

There could have l)een no intimidation, as what I said was after he had voted, 
and at the time t.bere were only three white men pre..sent when he voted (also at 
the time of making my remarks) besides the commissioners of election, and be was 
himself iu company with eight or ten colored men who had voted the republican 
ticket. I never attempted to intimidate him that day or auy time previous, and I 
scarcely knew him when I saw him. I see also that one J. R. Hall, a white man, 
states in his affidavit that he was intimidateu in my ward when affiuavits were be
ing taken as to the character of the election and the freedom of those who voted 
the democratic ticket. There could be no intimidation after the election, aud as 
to the making of the affidavits, I know of my own knowledge that of all of those 
taken in my ward are given by colored and white men, freely and voluntarily, and 
many of them were anxious to give them. I was present when they were being 
taken and heard nor saw anything to intimidate any one or induce them to give 
affidavits. I will state further that this man Hall Wll8 the justice of the peace be
fore whom the affidavits were taken, and he was requested to st.'\te freely to each 
one the nature of the affidavits desired, and he did so, and they were required to 
understand fully the nature and purport of what they were signin~. They were 
read to every one of them, and in turn they were asked if they understood them 
before they were signed. I believe that no one signed without fully understand
ing what he was siguin 0', and we desired none to sigxfunless they did know. Some 
of these colored men wflo ~ave their affidavits were indignant at the idea that they 
were intimidated to vote the democratic ticket. I will state further that this man 
Hall stated J?Ublicly, after the nomination of republican State ticket, that he would 
not support 1t, and subsequently joined the democratic club of my ward. 

This same affiant states that on Saturday previous to the election he went to Mon
roe, and on his return saw Captain McLeod employing his men to picket the road 
leading to Monroe. I will state of my own knowledge that no pickets were sta
tioned on the roads on Saturday. There were pickets placed on the roads on Sun
day, and this was done, as I know, at the request of leading citizens to prevent 
armed bodies of men from visiting Monroe to create disturbance, which was antici
pated, and that the picketing was done entirely in the interest of peace and good 
order, and no unarmed man was prevented from going to town. The reasons for ap
prehending trouble by armed colored men visiting Monroe was the fact that relia
ble information had been obtained to the effect that the leading republic.'IDS had 
advised the colored meu to go to Monroe days befor&the election from all parts of 
the parish, and the rumors were that they were to go there arllied; subsequently 
to this a number of arms were found secreted in two different plMes in the town 
of Monroe, and which I have every reason to believe were placed there for the_"{lse 
of colored men. None of this picketing was done with the view of intimidation or 
for purposes of preventing a free and fair election, but solely, as I know, in 'the 
interest of peace and order. This same affiant (Hall) further states that a leading . 
republican was afraid to vote at poll 8, and did not, ana that it was becan&e two · 
democrats were keeping a tally-sheet near the polling-places. This was done by 
the democratic :{!arty for ascertaining the vote of each poll in advance of the count 
of the commissioners, and this they knew from the co1or of the tickets deposited 
by each voter in the boxes. It was never intended 1;() intimidate any voter, nor did 
it have any suoh effecli, so far as my persqnal knowledge e-x;t~nds: , T-here was bnt 
one republican at that poll who did not vote, and he was told repeatedly by the best 
citizens be ought to vote, and that he C(luld not say that he was intimidated, for he 
was at perfect liberty to vote just as be pleased. Numbers of others had voted 
the republican ticket at this po.ll, and there was nothing to prevent or deter him 
from doing so had he desired it, but his reply was that he had left his registration
papers at home. I positively assert that this man was not intimidated or hindered 
in the ri~bt of suffmge, and no other man on that day, notwithstanding this affi~t 
swea..-s ~ the like influence kopt many republicans from voting." 

-, 

.. .. 

.. 
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In regard to the guns which same affiant (Hall) says were brou~ht into the room 
soon at'ter the closing of the polls, I will state that the commissiOners of election 
requested a special deputy !iheriff who was present to get some three or four citi
zens to go home and get their guns and escort the commissioners with the boxes to 

· Monroe. Several volunteered to do ao, who procured their guns and came in for 
that purpose, and did go with them, or a.t least I saw them start on the way. I will 
state further, that there was not a gun on the ground that day, except those brought 
there under the circUDistances abOve stated, and not a pistol, that I saw. As an 
evidence that there was no intimidation, I will further state that Judge Baker, who 
is a. republican, was at the poll during the day and freely moved about among the 
Toters electioneering for republiaa.ns as we were for the democratic ticket, and as 
the result manY. republican tickets were polled. The same affiant mentions the 
eb.ooting and killing tlf various oolored republicans, and among them the shooting 
of H. W. Burwell, Spencer Dickerson, and William Lewis, and makes them appear 
as political; I willsta.te the man who did the shooting, whose name is Hathaway, 
came to my plantation a short time previous, and one of the lessors on the place 
hired him to pick cotton. On Saturday, the day of the shooting, he went to Mon
roe and received _pay for the cotton he had picked and got crazy drunk, as is well 
known, and on his way home, in a wagon with the party who was employing him, 
he did the wanton and vicions shooting, which was done indiscriminately, and the 
tesult was the wounding of these three colored men. Two of these colored men were 
noted democrats, to w1t, Spencer Dickerson and William Lewis. The shooting 
had no political significance whatever, as it is well known to the affiant Hall and 
every one else cognizant of the facts. A member of our club who had been to town 
and heard the facts came and reported the same to the club, which was at the time 
holding its meeting, and the ~mtire cl!1b immediately dispersed to their home!!, pr~ 

· cured their guns, and went m pm'Smt of Hathaway. He saw us approaching m 
the dusk of the evening and ma.d.e his escape to the woods. We picketed the roads 
and surrounded the plil.ce where we sur.posed he was secreted and remained all 
night, and tho next day .about twelve o clock we su~ceeded in capturing hi~ in a 
dense thicket, after haVIng sent for more men to asSist us. We conduct.ed him to 
Monroe and delivered him to sheriff of t.he parish, and he is now securely lodged in 
jail. On the way to town the negroes on the plant.'\tions shouted " five hundred 
votes for the democrats," and otherwise applauded our actions. 

A..ll these facta are likewise well known to the affiant Hall, as I am aware, notwith
standina his overlooking them in his zeal to work up acts of intimidation and vio
lence fo~ political effect. Since the election I have repeatedly heard the affiant Hall 
say tha.t the election was quiet, peaceable, free, and bir, and that he had voted the 
ticket of his choice without intimidation of any sort. He stated this just before 
leaving Ouauhit.'\ Parish to come to New Orleans. In regard to the various nffi. 
davits made in relation to the killing of republicans in Ouachita Parish, I will state 
that none of thbm were, as f3r as I know, the result of political principles or for 
political ~m-poses. It is well known by the best citizens of my parish, as well as 
myself, Ulat B. H. Dinkgrave had many personal enemies, an~ some ':ery bitter, 
and of which fact he was himself well aware. Some years preVIous to his den.th he 
h3d killed one John C. Wimberly, and his family always considered it an unwar
rantable killing and Dinkgrave bimself was uneasy in regard to the matter. Cit. 
izens have hea~ him say that he was apl?rehensive that lie might be hurt ln con
sequence of it; and this was the general 1m pression in the community. I have no 
idea that his death had anything to do with politics, and our citizens are generally 
of this impression, except those anxious to make political capital out of his death. 
In regard to James Jackson, who was killed on his wagon loaded with wood, re
ferred to in affiuavits as a political matter, it is a well-conceded fact t.bat he was 
killed in consequence of n family matt.er in a difficulty, or as a result of a difficulty, 
with another colored man, and no one in the community ever char~ this death to 
politics. I am a planter in the parish of Ouachita, of long residence, and well 
known; my relations with the colored people have been of the kindliest chamoter, 
and my counsel and efforts have been in the interest of peace and good order. 

JOHN W. SCARBOROUGH. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 27th November, 1876. 

STATE OF LOUIBI.ANA, 
Parish of Ouachita : 

W. T. HOUSTON, 
First JustWe of tM Pea,ce for t:h.e Parish of Orleant. 

:MONROE, 17th November, A. D. 1876. 

I, Julius Ennemoser, clerk of the foutteentb judicial district court in n.nd for said 
parish and State, do hereby certify that under the twenty-sixth section of the act 
of the General Assembly of Louisiana, numbered 98, and approved 20th Novem· 
bar, 1872, and published on page 15 of the acts of the General Assembly of Louis
iana for 1873, and entitled 'An act to r~gulate the conduct and to maintain the free
dom and purity of elections ; to prescribe the mode of making returns thereof; to 
provide for the election of returning officers and defining their powers and dutiefl; 
to prescribe the mode of entering on the rolls of the senat~ and house of represent;. 
atives, and to enforce article 103 of the constitution;" which said section 26 of said 
act is as follows. 

Having alrea.dy once -read the twenty-sixth section of the act, it 
need not be here repeated. 

Neither the supervisor of registration of said parish of Ouachita. nor of any 
election held in said parish on Tuesday, the 7th of November, A. D.1876, for pres
idential electors, State, parish, and ward officers, member of Congress fifth con- · 
gressional district, State senator eighteenth senatorial district, members of the 
State house of representatives, and district judge and district attorney for the four
teenth judicial district, lills filed or caused to be filed with me, or in my office, any 
.sworn or other statement, as required by said section 26, in the manner therein pro
vided. that there was any riot, tumult, acts of violence, intimidation, and disturb
ance, bribery, or corrupt influences atanyplacewithinsaidparish, oratany or near 
any poll or voting·place, or place of registration, or revision of registration, or t.hat 
any such act or acts prevented a fair, free, peaceable, and full registrat·ion and elec
tion, or that any qualified elector of said parish was deterred from registering or 
voting. , 
· Witness my official signature and seal of office this 17th day of November, A. D. 

1876. 
[SUL.l 

and battery on 1m old colored woman; she was acquitted for want of witness, but 
afterward the old woman died from the injmies. Slie told me herself that she h.td 
beaten her and smothered her. She came back t<:l my place about 1st August, 1875, 
from Morehouse. She picked cotton on my place last season, and when sJle went 
off an old colored woman called "Aunt Rose," between sixty and seventy years of 
age, went with her to a mill out in Union Parish. The old woman got bedridden, 
and it has been rumored commonly through the country that the old woman was 
beaten to death by Eliza, though I will do her the jnstice to say that she denied it 
to me when I charged her with it. 

Eliza is one of the most turbulent, cruel, vindictive creatures I ever saw. She is 
terribly obscene and vulgar in her talk-say profane-and curses worse than any 
one I ever saw in any matter she had any feefuig in. I know no one else who knows 
her well would believe a word she said; she is a notorious liar. She took up some 
time since with a man named Henry Pinkston, the one who was killed on my place 
on the night of 4th Nov;ember, 1876. About 1st of August she came with Henry 
to my place to pick cotton. He had recently before hil.d a terrible fight with one 
Aleck Brooks, at Ouachita City, where Brooks was crippled by him, one band be
ing partially disabled. It was notorious through the country, for it was said to be 
a terrible fight. Henry and Eliza picked cotton for me this fall, and this m:m 
Brooks, also. · Eliza and Brooks got into a quarrel in the field, and Henry was 
brought into it, but nothing serious there occurred, Brooks saying, as I learned at 
the time, that he would not fight Henry a fair fight, but would fiX him yet. Eliza 
knew that I knew these things, and all about her. On Friday before t.be election 
there was a radical meeting at Saint James chapel, near my place, and Eliza and: 
Henry were there. She got tetTibly excited over the speech of a. colored man
cursed and abused him out loud, and begged for a pistol, saying she ''would shoot 
the damned son of a bitch ont of ~he wagon if anybody would give her a pistol." 
Henry, so far, as I know, was not an active parti.'ian. On the morning of the 5th of 
November, (Sunday,) I was awakened abOut five in the morning by Eliza knockina
at my door. She stated she had been shot and Henry killed. She lived about 
three-fourths of a mile from my honse. I got up, and she then told me that Brooks 
and his crowd had been to her house and killed Henry and nearly killed her. I 
•..old her as soon as it was light I would go down and see about it. After talkina a 
little while, she said to me if it was not Brooks's gang she knew it was the radical 
negroes on the Bohera.nd Pace places, and some from over the river. Mr. Harald, 
(John,) who lives in the bouse with me, heard these facts of these statement& 
When the second was made no one was present but myself. The afternoon of the 
same day she again said. in my presence and that of Sire Packs and E. J . Arm
strong, that there were fifteen or twenty men came there, but she did not know 
any of them. 

I sent for Dr. Helmich and had her wounds attended to; she was up pretty much 
all the time after ~he wounding, going about readily whenever she pleased. 

A little negro on my place found the body of the child in the 1'\ke, about one 
hundred and fifty paces from the house she occupied, two or three days after Henry's 
death. I~ being notified, went down ; took the bOdy out of the water; there was 
no wounas upon it, and it evidently had been drowned. 

I went down to Monroe on :Monday the 6th, and I reported the whole matter to 
the coroner. I buried the body, but the coroner did not come; I mean Henry's 
bOdy. It is not a fact that the bOdy was mutilat~d in any other manner than the 
shots through the head and body. Mr. William Packs, one of the persons charged 
by Eliza wit-h killing Henry and wounding her, died and was buried, to my Jl6r
sonal knowledge, about the 1st of September L'\St. 

I have no idea that Eliza ever saw James Logan in hor life. I know Eliza well, 
and her character for truth and veracity, and do not hesitate to say that she is ut;. 
terly unworthy of credit in any statement she makes, whether under oath or other
wise. 

C. M. TIDWELL. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 28th November, 1876. 

* 

W. T. HOUSTON, 
First Justice of the Peace for the Parish of Orleans. 

STATE OF LOUIBIANA, 
Parish of Orlcant: 

Personally appeared Fr. End om, who, being cluly sworn, deposes under oath that be 
is a. duly registered and qualified voter of the pansh of Ouachita. I am mayor of the 
city of Monroe, and for the last two years and six months; been living in Monroe for 
the last ei ahteen years. Knew Dr. B. H. Dinkgrave personally, and in my opinion he 
was not killed on account of his politics; some five or six years ag,o he shot and 
killed a man by the nmne of John Winnberly. Said Winnberly baa. brothers li v
ing in Ouachita Palish and in Texas. He also arrested a party from Richland 
Parish some;ears ago, by the nmne of Adams, on the affidavit of a. negro woman, 
charging sai Adams with ihe killing of Judge Crawford and Arthm· HaiTis on 
their way from Columbia to Winnsborongh. .Adams was discharged afterward, 
but swore vengeance againstDinkgrave. The killingof JamesJacksou, who came 
one morning in the outskirts of the city limits lying de3d on his wagon loaded with 
wood, was attributed to some family quarrels. Information I received that same 
morning that h«f, having left a wife on one place and married :mother who had 
grown son.~, who did not approve of said marriage; that be did not treat his wife 
to the satisfaction of her sons. Fu..ther reports were he sold his wood too cheap, 
and the other colored settlers in his neighborhood were dissatisfied with him on t.hat 
account; that no positive proof was obbained. As soon a.'i notified I went to the 
spot where the ox-team and loaded wagon had stopped. I found the body lyin~ on 
the top of t.be wagon. I immediately dispat~hed mounted police to the spotwnere 
the deed was reported to have been committed, in search of the party who wa suA
pected of committing the deed, but they retnmed after some tinlewithout a.rrest
mg any person. 

The clubs of the democratic party and rifle companies were two distinct organ. 
izations. I did belone: to ~e democratic club, but was not a member of the Jifte 
club in the city of Mouroe or any ot.ber portion of the parish. 

The companies were organized, as I understand, for the preservation of pea~e 
and good order of the city of Monroe and the parish. 

'l'lie day after the killing of Dr. Dinkg:rave news came to the city of Monroe that 
a large body of armed negroes from the island and the parish of Morehouse were 
comiug to plunder and burn the city. Immediate alarm was given and a largo 
number of white citizens went t.o the island in order to check the movements of the 

JULIUS ENNEMOSER, 
Olerk of the Fourteenth Judicial Di.st?'Wt Oourt, Parish of ~hita. 

STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
' negroes and keep them from coming to the city of Monroe. 

It was reported that an order hacf been issued to the negroes through the COnn· 
try for them to come to the city of Monroe armed. This order was said to have 
been issued by one George B. Hamlet, negro sheriff of the parish of Ouachita and 
candidate for State senator for the parishes of Ouachita and Caldwell. 

1 
Pariah of Orleant: 

Before me personally came Charles Tidwell, who, being sworn, deposes and says he 
is sixty-one years old; J?lants on the island in Ouachita. He moved there from Wil· 
cox County, Alabama, m 1872. I know the woman Eliza Pinkston, she, with the 
exception of two years, having lived with me ever since she was a child. She has 
alway a been a bad girl and woman; she has been in trouble ever since I knew her, 
and when I left Alabama I had to leave her because she was in jail for some mis
conduct. She has never had a regular husband, but has had several children. Her 
first ohild she threw away in a patch of briers when it was an infant ; it was lost 
about twenty-four hours~ when she said somebody had s .. .olen it, when some one 
found it where she placea it; said child is now on my place, and is about te~t years 
old. Her second child, it has always been said, .was destroyed by her at or nbout 
t ts birt.h; it disappeared mysterionsly at any rate. She came out to Louisiana with 
aome ha..nds of Colonel Morrison's, Jmd in all was about two years away from me. 
While on Morrison's place in Morehouse, she was prosecuted for a violent assault 

No republican meeting ever held in the city of Monroe has ever been interfered 
with by the democratic citizens of Monroe. 

AbOut the same time reports came in that houses of white citizens down the 
river had been shot inio at night by negroes. I t.ben myself, in company with Judge 
R. W. Richardson and F. P. Stnl)bS, called upon Judge Robert R.a,v, a leading re
publican in our parish, and requeRted him to go at once and investigate the shoot· 
mg into the houses of the white citizens abo\·e refeJTed to, and induce the nearoes 
to abstain from their nnlawful acts, thereby preventing a collision between the 
races and bring the guilty parties to justice. 

He readily and willingly complied with our request, thereby restoring peace and 
good order m that section of the parish. 
- AbOut ten days after the election, news came to me from several parties that a 
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large number of fire-arms were collected and secreted within the corporate limits 
of the city of Monroe by negroes, but I did not pay much attention to the repo~; 
that in order to satilfiy myself on the subject I went to see Mr. Ennemoaer and~
quil·ed of him if he knew anything about the fire-arms reported to be secreted ill 
the city, which he denied to me of knowing anything about and I rested ea.sy on 
tlte subject until the Sunday before the election a considerable number of armed 
and unarmed negroes came within the city limits, and congregated at the house of 
one Anthony Overton which movement on their part created considerable excite
ment in the city among the residents. I was myself out that night with about twenty 
special policemen, and watched their movements. Abou~ two o'clock in the morn
ing I came across about fifteen armed men, (negroes,) havmg posted themselves on 
the o;pen road, within the corporate limits of Uie city. I asked what their demon
stration meant. They told me that it was reported to them that this was to be their 
last night. I asked them for their author, but they refused to give any. I told 
tbemoio go to their houses, antl I would see that none of them would be harmed. I 
was out the whole night myself, and I saw n~thing to jus?fy their move~ent;s. 

On the following day I iBBued a. proclamation, annex~d ill my other affi~av1t, or
dering all armed bodies to disperse and go home. Copres of my proclamation were 
distributed among all the citizens of Monroe, white and colored. About noon of 
the same day, a negro by the name of--, wi~ H.arri~on Bell, handed me on the 
street of the city of Monroe five of my proclamations wntten on the back of them, 
" Hell and damilation we want no peace," with threatening language written on 
the back also. In order to prevent riot and bloodshed, I went to the house of An
thony Overton to learn, if I could, who had written the insulting language on the 
back of the proclamations, but did not learn from him or any of the others present a.t 
his house who did the writing. 

I then read aloud to the negroes present, several hundred in number, my procla
mation. A good many of them obeyed the proclamation, and a large number of 
them paid.no attention to it, and were then requested by George B. Hamlet to stay 
and not obey the proclamation. I did not hear him tell them so, but was informed 
that he did so. 

My proclamation was not issued for any political purpose, but to preserve the 
peace and good-order of the city of Monroe. 

Seeing that the armed bodie~ of men would not disperse after ~aving !lotice and 
time to do so I called upon L1eutenant-Colonel Hale, comm:mdmg Umted States 
troops at Mo~roe, and requested hi~ to acc.ompa.ny D?-e to Monroe to ~sist me in 
makin~ search for the arms and ass1St me ill preservmg the peace, which request 
he readily complied with. After searching several houses, report.s can1e to me 
where the arms were concealed. Myself and Colonel Halewenttothe spot, to wit, 
the house of one Virald Moore, on whose premises we found a number of fire-arms 
concealed in outhouses and covered np by matting and old lumber. Sai<l fire-arms 
were taken possession of by Colonel Hale, at my request, and a. guard placed over 
them by him. The g~ms were returned to the owners (negroes) the day a.tter the 
election. Since my arrival here in this city I received information from home that 
another lot of arms, to wit, one hundred and ten guns, were fmmd on the same 
promises concealed in an empty cistern, which, in my belief, were to be used to in· 
timidate the democratic voters of Monroe, white and colored, a..<J threats of violence 
hn.ll been reported to me to that effect as coming from the parties in possession of 
said arms notwitl..standing the night before the election bad passed off pea(l~bly 
and qnieUy. . 

On the day of election th~re was perfect peace and <I,uiet in ~e city of M;onroe, 
with the exception of one colored man arrested for havmg on his person a. prstol, I 
having made ample provisions to preserve the peace by appointing a large number 
of special policemen, which enabled me to preserve the peace and order of the day. 
I appointed none but democrats on my police from the fact that the United States 
deputy marshals and deputy sheriffs were all republicans, and most of them were 
unreliable and objectionable to all good, law-abiding citizens. 

I further state that all citizens who conducted themselves with propriety were 
equally respected in our parish, regardless of their political affiliations and senti-
menta. FR. ENDOM. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 27th November, 1876. 
{SEAL.] W. T. HOUSTON, 

First Justiu of the Peace jOT the PariBh of Orleans. 
Mr. President, I will read now the testimony from the parish of 

Tangipahoa, beginning on page 977: 
STATE OF LOUISIANA, 

Parish of Tangipahoa, SiDJ& Judicial 1Xstrict Court: 
I, Dan. T. Setton, chief deputy clerk of the sixth judicial district court of the 

parish of Tangipahoa, State of :Louisiana., (N. A. Sanders, olerk, being absent on 
account of sickness in family,) do hereby certify that there has been no protest 
whatsoever :filed up to date in my office, under act 98, section 26 of the acts of 1872, 
for a.ny reasons or causes wbataoever mentioned in said section 26. 

Sworn under my official signature and the impress of my seal of office, this the 
22d day of November, 1876. 

DAN. T. SETTON, 
Ohiqf Deputy Oler~ of t/l,e Sixth JudicialJJiKtrict Court 

of Louiriana, Pari8h of Iangipalux.J. 

I will now read from the tesmmony from the parish of Claiborne, 
page 271: 

Answers of J. S. Young to cross-interrogatories. 
First cross-interrogatory. I was trequently out of the ward in which I resided, 

and in various parts of the parish at times, for some time prior to the 7th of NO· 
vember last, and visited the Rainsville ward, which is ward 3, the Summerville 
ward, which is ward 1. I did not know or hear of any merchants in Homer stating 
that they would not furnish provisions or supplies to such colored men as voted the 
republican ticket at the general election. Such expressions may have been used; 
but, if so, they were undoubtedly the exception and not the rule. 

Second croBB-interrogatory. Tlierenever wa.s, at any time during the canvass, any 
democratic rifle-clubs. There were democratic clubs, but they never held secret 
meetings, nor had they any arms whatever, nor did they contemplate anything ex
cept the most peaceable persuasion, by reason and argument. It was from the 
beginning the earnest purpose of the democratic leaders, in truth and in fact, to 
have nothing of a nature to force or intimida.te any one. 

J. S. YOUNG. 
Sworn to and acknowledged before me this 3oth November, 1876, at New Orleans, 

Louisiana. 
EMMET D. CRAIG, 

Oommiuione1' United Statts Ot,rcuit Oourt, District of Loui8iantJ. 
* * * * * * .t 

Answers of R. R. Morgan to interrogatories propounded by candidates of the dem
ocratic party. 

Answer to interrogatory 1. My name is R. R. Morgan; am forty-seven years old, 
and reside in the parish of Claiborne. 

Answer to interrogatory 2. Was in Homer, Claiborne Parish, on the da.y of the 
last election, and had resided in said parish for the year previous and for five years. 

Answer to interrogatory 3. I do know the chara.cter of the election in my parish, 
and the same was quiet and peaceable and fair. 

Answer to interrogatory 4. There was no disturbance, tumult, bribing, or in
timidation that day. 

Answer to interrogatory 5. The condition of my parish previoll.S to the election 
and during the campaign was quiet and peaceable. . 

Answer to interrogatory 6. I know of no bull-dozers 'br any kindred organization 
in my parish. . . 
. Answer to interrogatory 7. The republican party dunng the campaign had lost 
ita leading white men by their going over to t,4e democracy, and bad no head or 
leadership. . 

Answer to interrogatory 8. The relations of whites and blacks toward each other 
in that parish have been amicable and J?eaceable. 

Answer to interrogatory 9. I am. sat~.fi.ed that as many col«_)red men v;oted the 
democratic ticket as did the republican, if not more, and that wrthout any rmproper 
influences. 

Answer to interrogatory 13. All the republicans that I have heard speak of the 
election there have invariably admitted tha~ it was fair. . . 

Answer to interrogatory 11, I know nothing of the arrest of Osberry Billiord or 
Willis Walker. 

R. R. MORGAN. 
Sworn to and acknowledged before me, at New Orleans, the 30th November, 1876. 

EMMET D. CRAIG, 
Oommissioner United States Oircuit Oourt, District of Louisiana. 

Answers of J. S. Young to interrogatories for democratic-consArvative candidates. 
Answer 1. My name is J. S. Young; am fifty-two years old, and reside in the 

parish of Claiborne, a.nd have for over twenty years. 
Answer 2. I was in Homer, said parish, on the da.y of November 7, being the da.y 

of the last general election in the State of Louisiana, and had been for thirty years 
previous living in said parish, and have traversed the parish generally during that 
time. · 

Answer 3. I do know the charaeter of the election in said parish; it was fair, 
quiet, and peaceable. 

Answer 4. There was no disturbance, nor tumults, intimidation, nor bribery that 
affiant knew or heard of on the da.y of the election, nor at any time previous during 
the supervision of registration. 

Answer 5. The condition of Claiborne Parish during the campaign was undoubt
edly peaceable, and the canvass was conducted with the most gratifying feelings 
between both political parties, so much so that never during twentr years' expe
rience there have I seen a canvass or an election in which the feelmg was more 
amicable. So far as I know, sa.w, or beard, any voter could have voted or spoken 
without insult or molestation during the canvass. Indeed such was the farr and 
amicable manner in which the canvaBB was conducted, that Mr. Packard, Colonel 
Wharton, and ~neral H. J. Campbell all expressed themselves gratified, when 
they entered the canvass, at the perfect good feeling and fairness that wa-s appar
ent, and articles to that effect appeared. in the NewOrlea.ns Republican, }Vhen giv
ing account of the progreBB of the canvass. 

Answer 6. I know of no such organization as bull-dozers, or regulators, or any 
such kind of organizations having any existence in said parish during the entire 
canvass, nor indeed at any time whatever, and I am satisfied! should have known 
it if any such organization existed. . 

Answer 7. The republican party during the campaign was in a disorganized con
dition. W. L Blackburn, its main leader, bad declared he would not support 
the ticket, because he wanted honest and eoonoiDicru. government, and hiR paper, 
which was the official organ of that party, took open ground to that effect, and 
Bla(lkburn himself made speeches to the same effect to several large assemblies. 
The other leading republicans there, almost without exception, took the same 
ground. So completely was this disorganized condition prevalent that the colored 
men there, fully one-third if not one-half of them, voluntarily took part in the pre. 
limina.ry election of the democratic ).I arty some months priox·to the general election, 
and identified t.bemselves fully w1th the democratic -party; this, too, when there 
was no excitement a& to party candidates, and when, in order to come forward and 
participate, every one had to pledge himself, or consider himself pledged, to sup
port the nominees. The relations of w bite and colored voters, and of the two races 
generally, are of the most amicable kind in said parish. 

Answer9. I am satisfied, from what I saw and heard, that more colored men voted 
the democratic ticket than the republican, and so far as I know, did so freely and 
without any improper influence. 

Answer 10. I have beard many colored men expressing themselves as highly 
pleased that they could sa.y that they voted the republican ticket as freely as the 
democratic, and that they had done so; and I also heard white republicans sa.y 
things to the same effect. The supervisor of registration himself, I. E. Scott, used 
expressions of satisfaction that all things had gone so fair, and probably both be
fore and since the election. 

Answer 11. I was present at the polls acting as deputy United States supervisor 
when Asberry Billiard and Willis Walker were arrested" on the day of election, and 
in each case, upon consultations with I. E. Scott, supervisor of registration, anU. 
being convinced that, though attempting to vote upon the original registration-pa
pers when duplicates had been issued to them, that they- intended no fraud, I had 
them relea.sed after only a. few minutes' confinement, and they had every opportu
nity to vote aa they pleased, and I a.m satisfied they could not have been intimi
dated, for the exact state of the case was. kindly explained tO them both. In con
clusion I will merely state that no fairer election was ever held in Claiborne Par
ish, nor ever will be;. and I am satisfied that nine-tenths of the republicans in that 
parish would freely testify to the same state of facta. There is no ostracism or 
bitterness there as a rule against any one, white or black, simply becaue he may 
be a republican. 

J. S. YOUNG. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th da.y of November, 1876, at New Or· 

leans. 
EMMET D. CRAIG, 

Commis8wne1' United Statu Circuit Oou.rt, District of Louisiana. 

I will now read the testimony from the parish of Bossier, page 235 : 
To F. A. WOOLFLEY, Esq., 

Chief Supervisor of Election for District of Louisiana: 
The undersigned, appointed United States supervisor of eleCtion for the pa1ish 

of Bossier, submits the following report in regard to the election held on the 7th in· 
stant. The undersigned was at Bellevue, the parish site, on day of election, 
and saw no disorder of any charaeter, except some boisterous demonstrations by 
large squads of colored voters as they rode into town. So far as I have been able 
to learn, there was no violence at any of the polls in the parish; but I have heard 
that there was considerable intimidation by threats made by colored republicans 
against· persons of their own race and color, whom the former thought were inclined 
to vote any other than the straight republican ticket, a.nd I believe the information 
imparted to me on the subject to be true. The returns and boxes from all the 
polling-places in the parish, except poll3, (Red Land,) were received after the time 
prescribed by law, and the returns were in many respects irregular. Some of the 
returns were not signed or sworn to by the commissioners, nor were the boxes and 
returns delivered by the commiBBioners. 

I have also been informed and believe that these irregularities were known to 
T. H. Hutton, State supervisor for this parish, and that he was requested to note 
them upon his consolidated retnrns under the head of remarks, and he refused to 
do so except as to one polling-place, at which there was a. democratic majority. I 

• 
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further st.'\te that said Hutton tolU me that he would not complete his retnrns until 
ihe 17th instant, and that he completed them this tlay, and left town before I could 
get to speak to him upon my coming to town from my home, six miles distant. 

W. G. BURT, 
United States Supervisor for Bossier Parish. 

* • • * 
STATE oF LomsiANA~.-. 

Parish of .liossier: 
Before the undersigned, legal authorities, this day personally appeared G. B. 

Abercrombie, who, after being sworn, states : I am clerk of the district court for 
the Bossier Parish, and have oeen continuously since before the late election; that 
thero are three ballot-boxes, namely: box from ward 2, Benton; box from ward. 8, 
Canes's Landing; and box from ward 5, Niner's school-house, that did not come into 
my possession, as clerk of the district court, until Friday, the lOth of November, 
18i6, after the election on Tuea()ay; that on Friday the lOth instant, :B. F. Fort 
brought and handed me the box from ward 2, Benton, about 10 o'clock a. m. , with
out the key to the same. The tally-sheet, poll-book, and official list of voters he 
handed me loosely, rolled together. Fort came from his residence with the box; no 
one else was with Fort when he brought me the box. The box from ward 8, Canes's 
Landing, was handed me by A. J. Smith, who was not a commissioner. The box 
from ward 51 receipted for to T. D. Willia.ms. All this was on Friday. In no case 
did more than one person come with the box. 

G. B. ABERCROMBIE. 
Sworn to and subscribed before_ me this 13th November, 1876. 

W. D. STAYTON, 
Recorder and ez..o.f/iffio Notary Public. 

I will now read the testimony from the parish of Richland, page 
937: 
ST.A.TB OF LOUI81ANA. 

Parnh of Richland: 
Personally appeared before me. the undersigned justice of the peace, in and for 

the fourth ward of the parish of Richland, and State of Louisiana George Harri
son, a colored voter of said parish, who testifies that prior to the election of 1876 
that he has always voted republican; that dnrin rr the fall of 1876 be joined the dem
ocratic club at Alto, Louisiana, and that he of 'his own f-ree will voted the demo
cratic ticket openly and above board; that on Monday night, before the election, 
Mr. Frank Mose, cantlidate for clerk of the district court, together with ei.ght or 
ten other men, all of whom I think were colored men, and called me out and en
deavored to get me to vot~ the republican ticket. This was the only crowd of men 
that I saw passing through the country on said night; and that on the next I pro
ceeded quietly to Alto, voted the democratic ticket, together with some hundred 
other colored voters, all of whom exercised free and unobstructed 2.ccess to either 
ticket they pleased ; that I heard Mr. H. F. Vickers call upon colored vot~rs to 
oome up and vote, that he wonl.d protect any colored man in voting the republican 
or democratic ticket, and requested them to usc their choice. 

GEORGE HARRISON. 
Sworn to before me on the 20th day of November, 1876, Alto, Louisiana. 

* 
STATE OF LOUISIANA, 

Parish of Richland : 

* * 

W. H. CARKEET, 
Justice of the Peace, Fourth Ward. 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority, A. Dyson, J. T. St{)kes, 
Frank Hatch, and Gabe Roberts, who, being duly sworn according to law, de
poseth and swear that, at the election held in the above-written parish, on the 7th 
nay of November, 1876, for President of the United States members of Congress, 
governor of Louisiana, and other officers, both national, staft;, district, parish, and 
wnrd, was perlect, fair, and free ; that no person was intimidated by the democrats 
or conservatives, and th:tt every person voted as he wishea. 

The above affidavit is applicable to W'\rd No. 5 at Red Mouth. 
.A. DYSON, 

United States Superrnsor. 
J. T. STOKES, Commissioner. 
GABE ROBERTS, Commi-ssioner. 
F. HATCH, Commissioner. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this lOth day November, .A. D. 1876. 
J. NEWT. PITTS, 

Clerk Fourteenth District. 

I will read the testimony from the parish of Livington, page 681 : 
P .A.RISH OF LIVIXGSTON. 

State of Louisiana: 
NOVEMBER 8, 1876. 

I the nnders~gned, deputy Unite<l States marshal in and for the parish aforesaid, 
do hereby certify that I was in attemlance at poll No.4, in said parish, dnrinrr the 
whole day of election, November 7, 18;6, and that everything was conducted' in a 
quiet and orderly manner and with strictaccord:mce wi+h law, and that there was 
no riot or disturbance of any kind; that there was no intimidation or attempt to 
intimidate, of any voter, and that every one was allowed to vote according to their 
own inclination 

STATE OF LOUISIANA. l 
vs. Murder. 

ALEXANDER w. Kmcmm. 

URSIN DESOUNGE, 
United States Deputy Marshal. 

The above case was transferred from Livingston Pariah to the fitst district court, 
parish of Orleans, and on May 14, 1874, was transferred from thefirstdistrictcourt 
to the superior criminal court, parish of Orleans. Order and motion transferring 

• papers to the parish of Litington, March 5, 1875. 
I certify the abo\"e to be true and correct. · 

JOHN FITZPATRICK, 

OCTOBER 17, 1876. 
Olerk Superior Oriminal Court for the Pari&h of OrleanB. 

I read this certificate from the clerk of this parish to show that 
this man Kincher is now under indictment for murder, and it waa 
upon his affidavit that the entire vote for the parish was thrown out. 
I doubt if be iB worse than most of the other witnesses. I have not 
time to comment. 
STATE OF LomsiANA. 

Parish of Or~eans: 

In the matter of contest for t-he parish of Livingston. 
W. DUNCAN, being sworn, sa,vs, in answer to interrogatory 1: 
I reside in Amite City, pansh of Tangipahoa; my age is forty-two years; my 

occupation an attorney at law. 
To the second interrogatory. I was in the parish of Livingston about three weeks 

before the election; went nearly all over it. Was in every ward in the parish ex
cept two,~md ta.Ured with people in e>ery ward, both white and colored; ~d, from 

I 
what I saw and heard, believe the election has been free fuir, and peaceable. 
Heard of no disturbance, intimidation, threat, or violence of any kind on account 
of political opinions. Every one seemed to express their political opinions freely 
and publicly. Some democrats were voting for republican candidates and some 
republioana were voting for democratic candidates, and, from my observation and 
from what I could learn, I was satisfied that Livingston Parish would give a large 
majority for the democratic party. , · 

Answer to third interrogatory. The condition of the parish previous to the elec
tion, and for the past fifteen or twenty years, was pe.1.cea.ble and quiet. The peo
ple, as a general thing, are good citizens, and law-abiding, order1y, and well be
ha>ed, honest, and industrious. Know nothing of political trickery . . I lived in the 
p:~.rish for twenty-five years, and am well acquainted with the people, and live now 
m Tangipahoa, the n.djoining parish. Livingston has always given a large demo-
cratic m.'\jority; in fact., it was once called the land of democracy. • 

WM.DUNCAN. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me the 2d day of December, 1876. 

WM. H. HOLMES, 
Swmd Justice of the Pence, Parish of Orleans. 

I now read the testimony from the parish of Webster, page 912: 
Clerk's office, eighteenth judicial district, Minden, Louisiana. 

STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
Parish of Webster: 

I hereby certify that no protests under article 26, election law, No. 98 of 1872 
have been filed in my office by any party np to this 20th day of November, .A.. D.l876: 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my official signature and affixed the seal 
of my office, at Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana, thiS OOthN ovember, A. D. 1876. 

[SEAL.] F. M. TURNER. 
Olcrk of District Court, Eighteenth Judu:ial District. 

Webster Parish, Louisiana. 
Personall_y came and· appeared before meW. B. Morrow, who, after being duly 

sworn1 testifies and states as follows: I am a brother of J. T. Morrow supervisor 
of reg:tstration for Webster Parish, and live in the B<'llme house with hlm.. On 9th 
November, 1876, two days after the election, my said brother, J. T. Morrow, and 
G. Vf· Morrow •. (also my_ brother, and candidate ~or reo_order,) requested me to use 
my mtluence With promment democrats to obtain their consent to the following 
proposition: That J. '1'. Morrow, a.s supervisor of registration, would sign the elec
tion returns as compiled. by clerk of court and United States Supervisor W. D. 
McDonald, provided. he be permitted to chang~ the figures only so as to show that G. 
W. Morrow was elected teoorder. Isa.w leading democrats, as requested on same 
day, but met with no encouragement. On evening of lOth November I w~s sent by 
my two brothers afm·esaid to Mr. T. B. Neal to solicit him to use his influence to 
sooure the consent of prominent democrats to the above proposition. Mr. Neal 
to~d II?O _that !J.~ would. consent to consider the proposition, and requested me to 
brmrr 1t m wntmg from my brothers, J. T. and G. ,V. Morrow. I delivered Mr. 
N e?s message to them. They decli~ed to commit this proposition to writing, but 
agam sent me to Mr. Neal, requestmg further a personal interview. Mr. Neal 
consented and went out of the back door of his store with me and I carried him 
to the back of Captain Ben. Wade's store, where my two brothe:s above mentioned 
were waiting. I left the three in oonsult.'l.tion. Did not hear any of their conversa
tion. 

WILSO:N B. MORROW. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 13th November, 1876. 

S.F.GOODE, 
Justice of the Peace, Ward 4, Parish of Webster, Louisiana. 

The testimony from tho pa.rish of Catahoula, page 262: 
STATE OF LOUISIANA, 

Prr,rish of Oatahoula : 
Personally came and appeared before me, R. E. Yancey, a registered voter re

siding in ward 12, being duly sworn, deposes and sa.ys that he was United States 
supervisor for poll No. 12, Catahoula. Parish, at the general election, November 7, 
1876; that he was present at poll No. 12 from the opening of the polls till the close 
of the polls at the general election held November 7, 1876; that all was fair, free, 
and peaceable at srud poll; that there was no intimidatiou, threats, or bribery u ed 
at or arou1;1d said J>Oll to infl~ence voters. Deponent fm:ther says that he was pres
ent and Witnessed the counting of the ballots, the keepmg of the tally-sheets, till 
the box was locked and ·sealed; tha.t the tickets were called off, the tallies were 
kept only by regularly authorized commissioners. Deponent further says that 
the campaign by the democrats and conservatives in Cata.houla Parish was free 
from intimidation, &6., so fa.r n.s he knows. 

R. E. YANCEY, 
Supervisor of Poll No. 12. 

Sworn to and subscribed to before m~ this 25th day of November, 187ft 
· C. C. DTil(E, . 

Olerk Twelfth DiGtrict Court. 
• • • 

STATE OF LoUISIANA, 
Parish of Orleans: 

Before me, the undersigned authorit~. pereonally came and appeared Fronk 
Johnson, a colored man, who, after havmg been drily sworn, says: That he is a 
citiren of the parish of Catahoula, in said State; that he was vice-president of tbe 
democratic club of said parish called "wide-awake;" that he, with his club, oon· 
sisting of thirty members, all colored, voted the democratic-conservative ticket, 
State and national, at the election held on the 7th instant; that there was a very 
large colored club at Harrisonburgh, in said parish, which he visited, and that he 
bas been informed and believes it members voted the strni~ht democratic ticket; 
that he is satisfied that one hundred and .fifty colored men in the parish aforesaid 
voted that ticket. 

Affi.a.nt further says that the colored men votin~ the democratic ticket did so 
freely; that he has no knowledge of any intimidation having been practiced or at
tempted by white or oolored democrats toward colored or white republicans; tha.t 
the colored democrats were intimidated in every way possible; he was the pastor of 
the oolored Baptist missionary church on Little River, and as soon as he joined the 
democratic chb and expressed his determination t.o vote the democratic ticket he 
was turned out of his chnrch; that the republican party managers of that parish 
sent messengers around to the oolored people about a month before the election, 
and got up as many of the oolored voters' certificates of registration as they could, 
and field them until just before the olection; during t.he interval many of those 
persons informed affiant that they wanted to join his clnb, and would do so but for 
fear if they did they would lose their certificates that were in the hands of the 
republicans. ' 

Affiant further states that the women of his race were advised by leading repub
licans to abandon their husbands if they voted the democratic ticket, and many of 
them threatened to do so. 

FRANK JOHNSON. 
Sworn to and subscribed to before me, at New Orleans, this 29th November,l876. 

EMMET D. CRAIG, 
Commi-ssioner United States Oircuit Oourt, District of Louis-iana. 
* * * • * * 
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STATE OF LOUTSI.ANA, 

Parish of Oatahoula: 
Before me, the undersigned authority, personally came and appeared Frank A. 

Jones, of this parish, to me well known, who, after havin~ been by me duly sworn, 
deposes and says that he is a re!fi.stered voter of said pariSh and State, and resides 
in ward No.8 of the parish of Ca.t:ilioula; that he was present at the lJOlling-place 
est ablished in said ward, on the 7th day of November, 1876, and remamed at said 
polling-place from about seven o'clock a.m. until the close of the poll; that during the 
said time, namely, from seven o'clock in the morning until the close of the polls, ~he 
conduct of the colored republicans present was vio1ent in the extreme, and such 
as to intimidate any timid colored man from voting anything except a republican 
ticket; that threats were loudly m;We against any colored democrat, first, of social 
otraci.sm, and secondly, of expUlsion from all religious societies, and the effect of 
such threats and intimidation was, as a.ffumt believes, to prevent many colored 
men from voting the demooratic ticket, as they bad previously expressed their de
termination to do. Affiant further declares that one of the officers of said ward, 
namely, Miley White, constable, was loudest in his threats and denunciations of 
those who voted the democratic ticket. 

Affie.nt further testifies that, after the closing of• the polls, the votes were not 
.called out by any commissioner of election, and a part of the time while the votes 
'Were being counted no commissioners at all were present, and they were, as affiant 
ibelieves, in bed and asleep. 

FRANK A. JONES. 
.Sworn to and subscribed before me this 13th day of November, A. D. 1876. 

C. C. DUKE, 
OlerJ.: Twelfth District Oourt. 

The testimony from the parish of Saint Charles, page 913: 
' STATE OF LoUISIANA, 

Parish of Saint Ooorles : 
Personally appeared Hicks L. Young, who, being duly sworn, deposes under oath 

that he is a auly registered and qualified voter of the palish of Saint Charles, Louisi
ana; that he was duly appointecl United States supervisor of election for poll No. 
7, fourth ward, parish of Saint Charles, at Boutte Station; that in said capacity 
he attended at said poll on the 7th day of November, 1876; that after the time for 
opening the polls on that day Charles Wise, commissioner of election for said poll, 
finiling that the other two commissioners clid not put in an appearance at the ap· 
pointed time, swore in two citizens, and, obtaining the ballot-box from the consta
ble, opened a poll in accordance with law ; that near two hours thereafter the two 
other commissioners opened another poll, depositing ballots in an empty candle
box in a church·; that at said last-mentioned poll there wero no democratic repre
sentatives; constable, custodian of the box, remained at the first poll, where aftiant 
also attended, considering it the only legal poll. 

H. L. YOUNG. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th day of November, 1876. 

. EDMOND ROBERTS, 
J'U8tice of the Peace, Fourth Ward. 

* * 
STATE OF LoUISIANA, 

Parish of Saint Oharlc8 : 
Personally a.Ppeared Charles A. Price, who, being duly sworn, deposes under oath 

that be lives m the parish of Saint Charles, Lomsiana; that his lights as a voter 
under the law have been interfered with, in casting his vote according to his own 
free will, in the following manner and under the circumstances and by tile persons 
whose names are hereinafter set forth; that affiant lives in the parish of Saint 
Charles for three years past; is a. l..'l.borer; that during the last c:mvassin this parish 
affiant bad made up his mind and declared his intentions to support the democratic 
ticket in part; that at a meeting of the colored club in his ward. affiant was requested 
to address the club by a vote of thtl members present; that, because he expressed 
political views contrary to the opinions of somo present, some of them, led on by 
Jerry Thornton and Clem Collin, two candidates (colored) on the republican ticket 
and at that time holding the offices of justice of the peace and coroner, foroibly 
dragged affiant from the speaker's stand, and a row was ouly prevented by the tax
collector taking affiant away from the mob, who were incensed a.gainst hrm for be
ing a democrat and taking part with democrats; that a short time afterward there 
was a republican mass-meeting at Hahnville, which I attended; while there I wa.s 
attacked bv Jerry Thornton and Clem Collin above mentioned, surrounded by their 
friends, ana horsewhipped in the public stroota, denounced as a damned demooratic 
son of a bitch; escapmg from the crowd, I mounted my horse and rode off toward 
home; Thornton and Collins, coming soon after in pursuit, overtook me at the place 
of Mr. Louis R..'l.nsom. Jerry Thornton rode in the yard after me, but was ordered 
out by Mr. Norbert Ransom. Both Thornton and Collon then waited outside for 
me, saying that I had bt~tter sleep there if I wanted to keep safe from them, that 
they intended to fix me, or drive m~ out of the parish on account of politics. After 
waiting some time I determined to make an attempt to re:wh home, and rode off. 
After going a little distance the two rode up, one on each side, and one put a pistol 
to my head while the other whipped me with a. horsewhip. I tried to ride away 
from them, but one of them held my bridle and continued to bea.t and threaten me 
ror about two miles, until they were tired. I could make no resistance as they 
were armed and I was not. When they left me they told me that they wo;iid either 
make a good sound republican out of me or drive me out of the parish. 

As a consequence of this treatment, and being in daily fear of their threats, I 
neither voted nor registered, and took no further part in polities. Up to that time 
I had a strong support in my ward among the colored people, but they were de
moralized and frightened off by what bad happened, and either took no part ore;lse 
voted the republican ticket. 

CHARLES A. PRICE. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 20th November, 1876. 
{sEAL.] G. ESPINOLA, 

OINt of Oourt. 

I have read, Mr. President, a.s much of this testimony as I deem it 
necessary on this occasion. I think I have read enough to show that 
the action of the returning board was not only not authorized, be
cause the returns of statements of the fact of intimidation were not 
made so as to give it jurisdiction, but even if it had jurisdiction the 
evidence is ample to establish the fact that the election had been fair 
and free, and without any of the acts of violence enumerated in the 
law; yet, sir, on this condition of facta before that board, it rejected 
votes enough to wipe out a majority of 8,957 given to the Tilden elect
ors and to give to the Hayes .electors an apparent majority of 4,712, 
a change of upward of 13,000 votes. · This is a most startling fact, and 
one which should not be overlooked by the people of the United States. 
Here is where I say this question is no longer of a local character, but 
truly national. Can it be that the people of this country will submit 
to such a. degrading and humiliating attempt not only to deprive the 
people of Louisian~ of their votes, bot to impose on the nation a Presi
Jlont not elected! 

I ask, will the people submit to this t If they do, we may say fare
well to all free elections in this country. This would be but the be
ginning, and no one can tell where the end will be. Our safety no 
less than our duty is to prevent this infamous attempt. In addition 
to this, it is due to the people of Louisiana that they should be vin
dicated. For years they have been held up before the country as as
sassins and murderers and violators of law in every way, when, in 
fact, these people have patiently borne the most horrid system of op
pression ever inflicted on any people. The oppression of Poland by 
Russia. is nothing to what has been imposed on them. The historJ of 
tbe world, in my estimation, nowhere affords a parallel to it. For 
this vile oppression had no limit, it reached everywhere and to every
thing, no right was respected, but everythin~ was trampled and 
crushed to the earth. The effort made by the citu~ens of that State to 
carry the laat election was worthy of free Americans, they appealed 
to the ballot-box and succeeded in electing their governor, the mem
bers of the Legislature, and gave a majority to the presidential elect
ors. And all this is to be wiped out by a returning board, acting 
without law and in direct opposition to the facta, as fully establishe-d 
by the evidence whicli I have read to-day. I said this was a con
spiracy; I say so now. Can it succeed t I know the effort will be 
made to sustain it; but my appeal is to the virtue and intelligence of 
the nation. 

I said in the beginning of my speech that the oppressions, cruel
ties, and tyrannies imposed on the people of Sicilly by Verres, and 
which at the time brought forth the indignation of the Roman sen
ate and of the Roman world, and transmitted his name to after ages 
as one of the monsters of mankind and a disgrace to our race, do not 
compare in the least to the atrocities of every kind and character 
which for years have been inflicted on the people of Louisiana; all 
that the human mind can conceive in the shape of cruelty and oppres-
sion has been imposed on them with an iron will which has never 
relent .ad. 

I will read what I am informed by telegram received yesterday is 
perfectly true, namely : 

NEW ORLEANS, January 6. 

The radical senate has passed a jury bill designed to disfranchise, so its support
ers say, one-half or two-thirds of the people of this State. The bill authorizes tM 
attorney-general, and district attorneys and other prosecuting officers of the Stat(), 
to challenge jurors in cases for certain causes. Kellogg's rump house shoved 
through another appropriation bill to-day giving $22,000 for stationery aud blanks 
used in registration, and anothoc giving al:iout iLOO,OOO to the returnmg board for 
their services, also several to pay smaller amounts to negro women clafining to b~ 
martyrs of bull-dozers, making the total appropriations to dat-e hal! a million of 
dolla.rs. 

Other bills have been introduced amending the charters of all towns in the State 
that at the last election selected and elected democratic municipal officers, and also 
one amending the charter of this city in order to take the administration of cio/, 
affairs out of the hands of democrats, and their bill creating the superior civil 
co~ now signed and promulgated, puts every dollar's worth of taxable property 
into the hands of the judges of that court. 

Thus destroying all political rights and all power of protection what
ever against the infamous conspirators who by the bayonet are forced 
on this peo-ple. 

A governor not elected by them is forced on them, and he one of the 
most infamous of mankind. 

A Legislat.ure not elected by them, but forced on them, and kept 
in power by the bayonets of the Army of the United States, and com
posed of the most degraded and corrupt men found in the State. 

A judiciary forced on them composed of corrupt, venal, and igno
rant men, the head of which has been pronounced by the Supreme 
Court of the United States to be corrupt and venal. 

A system of assessment giving to the assessor a percentage on the 
amount assessed, thus holding out to him the inducement of the high
est valuation, and from whose decision there is no appeal. 

A rate of taxation based on this extraordinary valuation of over 6 
per cent., thus virtually confiscating all the property in this State; 
and this was undoubtedly the object and purpose of the law. 

A returning board claiming and exercising absolute control over all 
elections and from whose decision there is no appeal. The way this 
board has proceeded renders all elections a mere farce. It can make 
whom it pleases governor of the State, all the members of both houses 
of the Legislature, and the electors for President and Vice-President 
of the United States. A more complete contrivance to defeat the will 
of the people, and to keep forever any party in power, cannot be im
agined. 

A more perfect engine of unmitigated despotism never has existed 
before, infinitely worso than the old star chamber of England, which 
Macaulay said was and would forever remain a blot on English his~ 
tory. . 

We see at this time in that State two governments; that is, two gov
ernors, two legislatures, and a double judiciary, and a double set of 
officers in the city of New Orleans and throughout the State. One 
of these governments is elected by the people by a majority of near 
ten thousand, and is sustained by a still larger majority, and backed 
by the most respectable, the most intelligent, all the men of property 
in the city and State. Indeed in the large city of New Orleans it can 
be safely said that this government is sustained by nine-tenths of 
the entire pop_ulation of both races and the entire wealtq of the city. 
It can be safely said also, that at this time this government is upheld 
by the people of most every parish, and if it were permitted to remain 
in power )he peace and prosperity of the State would inevitably be 
secured. 
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On the other hand, we have a governor and Legislature and judi
ciary forced on the people by the omnipotent power of a retru·ning 
board, acting outside of the law, in violation of every principle of 
self-government, and upheld bytheArmy of the United States. The 
governor, a known peculator and carpet-bagger, abhorred by all the 
good people of the State of both races; a Legislature corrupt, venal, 
and ignorant; a judiciar~ at whose head sets a chief-justice pro
nounced by tho Supreme Court of the United States to be corrupt 
and venal. This is a plain and unvarnished statement of the condi
tion of affairs in that State at this time. And yet under this horrid 
condition of affairs the people there are peaceable and law-abiding, 
and all they ask of the :Federal Government is to be let alone. They 
thus give the best guarantee of their good disposition and ability 
to discharge all the duties which may devolve on them. Yet in 
this Chamber there are men determined that this will not be al
lowed; but, on the contrary, in violation of all rights known to our 
American system, they are to be wiped out and a government not of 
their choice forced on them. This, I say, is a conspiracy long since 
hatched in New Orleans, :1nd the actors are determined to carry their 
point regardless of consequences, and which .may lead to a terrible 
and bloody conflict. I ask Benators to pause and reflect. I ask the 
President of the United States to pause aJ.so, and not to forget that 
he is the Chief Executive of the entire people and not of a party. 

But, Mr. President, what do we see in the public press. The Pres
ident, with all these facts known to all the world, and of colll'fe to 
him, shows a disposition to again use the Army of the United States 
to uphold the government created by the returning board, and in 
that way perpetuate this condition of anarchy in that State. In his 
letter to General Augnr, the commanding officer there, he uses this 
singular language. He says: 
It has been the polioy of the .A.dministra tion to t.ake no part in the settlement of 

the question of rightful government in the State of Louisiana. 
From my place as a Senator I entreat the President to carry out this 

declartion in good faith, and the trouble, confusion, and anarchy which 
have reigned there for years will immediately stop, and peace will at 
once assume full sway, the thieves and robbers kept in office by the 
Army will leave immediately; prosperity as of old will bless that 
]and; property and liberty will be duly protected; the colored man 
will be justly maintained in all his rights and be a participant in the 
common blessing. The reason why this has not been so heretofore 
is because the policy of the Administratron has been to interfere all 
the time and for years in the settlement of the affairs of Louisiana. 
Carry out the policy now indicated by the President of non-interfer
ence, and at once peace, prosperity, quiet, contentment, and all the 
blessin~s of good government will follow, not only in Louisiana but 
in South Carolina. 

Mr. President, I have done. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I shall detain the Senate but :ifew 

minutes, and only to reply to some new points, if indeed there are 
any, in lhe remarks made by the Senator from Missouri. Indeed, he 
ha-s not only repeated what he said before, but he has stated once or 
twice that these points have not been answered. So far as the legal 
questions that he presented yesterday to the Senate are concerned, 
every one of them, I think, was fully answered by me some days ago. 
I think the Senator himself, if be will look over my remarks in the 
RECORD of the following day, will find that on the 14th of December, 
1876, as printed on page 18 of the RECORD of the 15th, I took up every 
point of a legal character that he has made and replied to it. All the 
points that he bas made, and many others besides, were made by Mr. 
Trumbull, Governor Palmer, and others in their paper, and every 
one .of them was answered by me; whether successfully or not is for 
the Senate to say. 

He again repeats what was said about the vacancy. I regret that 
the returning board did not fill the vacancy. I openly regretted it. 
So far as my opinion could influence them to do it, I was decidedly 
in favor of their filling it ; but the reasons why it was not filled were 
stated by both Mr. Wells and Mr. Anderson publicly and are published 
in the proceedings of the board, I read them when I spoke before and 
do not care to read them a.gain, I think they made a mistake in not 
filling np the board. The terms of the law do not require them to 
fill the board with a democrat. The spirit of the law does. The law 
required that the sena,te of the State should appoint men on that re
turning board composed of different political parties; and when the 
senate constituted that board they did put on it men of all political 
parties; the conservative party, the democratic party, and the repub
lican party were all represented on the board. The law does not re
quire the board, in filling vaeancies, to observe that provision about 
the diversities of political opinion, but the spirit of the law does, 
and it seems to me that they ought to have appointed. a democrat. 
No man, however, can contend that, because they failed to fill that 
vacancy, the majority of the board, still intact in their existence, had 
not the power to perform all the duties prescribed for the board. A 
quorum of the board consisted of a majority, and a majority conld 
proceed to act and perform all the duties. It requires a-s large anum
ber to make a quorum of four as of five; so that practically it wonld 
make no difference ; but there was a disagreement between the per
sonnel of tb;:Lt board as to how the vacancy should be filled, and so it 
remained un:filled. 

.Another point the Senator says I did not answer; but I did; it was 
Ronswered fully. He says that itlS necessary, in order to give there-

turning board jurisdiction, thai; within twenty-four hours after the 
consolidated returns are made up there should be attached to them 
the formal protest and affidavits. That is not the language of the 
law; that is not the spirit of the law; and no party in Louisiana acted 
upon that construction of the law, neither the democratic nor there
publican party, and that is shown by the record. 

:Mr. BOGY. Will the Senator permit me to make a remark here! 
Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BOGY. I do say the proof is abundant that the democratic 

party made that point and insisted upon it before the returning board. 
The argument is published in the very volume on the Senat.o.r's table. 
They insisted upon that point, and not only recently but in 1874. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Please refer me to the page. My friend and I do 
not intend to mislead the Senate; but here is the point: The demo
cratic attorneys did insist that to give the returning officers jurisdic
tion there should be a protest-and that was the controversy in 
187 4-and that that protest should be attached to the return sometime 
before the returning officers aeted upon it. 

It is true that was the decision made by the committee of the House ; 
but that is not the point; and I will correct the Senator in another 
particular in a moment. The question I have . to deal with now is 
whether that formal protest and these affidavits must be attached to 
the returns within twenty-four hours after they are made. I say the 
language of the law, of the twenty-sixth section of the act referred to 
so often, does not contain such a provision at all. The twenty-sixth 
section does not apply to attaching protests and affidavits; but it 
only requires that within twenty-fourhourswhati~:~called the consoli
dated return should be made out. I will now read all the provisions 
of the law in regard to the formal protest when a protest is made 
setting out intimidation, &c. 

When such statement is made by a commissioner of election or a supervisor of 
registration, he shall forward it in duplicate to the supervisor of registration of the 
v.arish, if in the city of New Orleans, to the secretary of state, one copy of whioh, 
if made to the supervisor of registration, shall be forwarded by him to the returning 
officers provided for in section 2 of tbis aot, when he makes the returns of election 
in his parish. 

This protest and formal allegation of intimidation must accompany 
the papers and must appear with the papers at the time of the action 
of the returning board; but, in another section of the act, entirely 
distinct, in another part of the law, the forty-third section, the con
solidated return is required to be made up within twenty-four hours. 
It would be perfectly competent, therefore, after the consolidated 
return had been made up within twenty-four hours, at any time before 
the action of the returning officers, to attach to that formal return 
the protest and the affidavits. 

The Senator said that the protests were not made in any of these 
disputed cases. All that I say now on this point is set out in the re
marks I made on December 15 more fully than I state it now. I 
devoted nearly a column to giving the language of the law in rt3ply 
to the statement made by Governor Palmer and his associates, and I 
will say that that construction bas been acted upon by both political 
parties in Louisiana ; that is, that the consolidated return must be 
made up within twenty-four hours, but that the formal protest and 
affidavits to give jurisdiction to the returning board might be attached 
to those returns at any time before the actual opening of the returns 
in the city of New Orleans by the returning officers. 

The Senator then said that there was not a single return of this 
kind from any of the bull-dozed parishes. I was amazed when I 
heard my friend say that. I suppose what be meant to say was that 
there was not a single return attached within twenty-four hours after 
the returns came into the office of the parish officer. That is so. 
But when he said that there were no formal returns, no protests and 
affidavits attached to those returns, he eimply fell into an error as 
I will now point out. The bull-dozed parishes are :fi. ve in number. 
He will find on page 186 as to West Feliciana the formal return at the 
very beginning of the testimony. Here is the protest: 

I, D . .A.. Weber1 the undersigned, being supervisor of registration in and for the 
parish of West Felic:ianaand State of Louisiana, do on thiS 14th day of November, 
1876, make this my protest against counting the votes in the followlng-ll8oJXled poll-
ing-places, and for the reasons stated below, to wit. · 

Then he goes on to give the formal protest and giving the causes 
in the different wards. To that is attached quite a number of affida
vits to bring the case within the language of the law. So much as to 
West Feliciana. There is afterward a sworn affidavit by the same 
officer showing the truth of these charges. The same kind of alle
gations are made by the supervisor of elections. The_re are two offi
cers, one the supervisor of registration and the other the supervisor 
of elections. 

Now, in regard to East Feliciana, my friend if he will look to page 
223 will find there the formal protest, in the most formal language 
possible, signed by James E. Anderson, covering a page of printed 
matter, in which he says : 

James E . .A.ndeTSOn, supervisor of registration for the parish of Eru:~t Feliciana 
under oath declares and states that h~ wru:~ the supervisor of re~stration in and 
for the said parish of East Feliciana. during the regtstration or reVlSion of r~pstra.
tion held preceding the general election wliioh was held on the 7th day of ~ovem
ber, 1816, and that lle was J?resent in said P.arish during the time of said registra
tion or revision of registration and of the Sa.Id election with the exception of a period 
of about nineteen days, in the month of October and November, during which last
named period he was unable to remain in said parish and to exerclse 1ita functioM 
as supervisor therein by reason of the insecurity of his life. 
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Then he goes on with a whole pnge setting out the p3.rticulars of 
intimidation which he alleges to have existed in that parish. He 
was the officer charged to make this return, and he concludes that 
there was not a fair election in that parish ; and this is supported by 
the affidavits of several persons according to the language of the 
law. There is number two of the bull-dozed parishes where this 
formal affidavit and protest were made. 

Now let us look at the next. On page 258 be will find the formal 
protest in regard to Ea-st Baton Rouge. Here is another formal pro
test. 
STATB OF LoUISIA.NA, 

Parish of Orleans : 
F. A. Clover, being duly sworn, states that he was appointed supervisor of regis

tration in and for the parish of East Baton Rou~e, in the State of Louisiana., dur
ing the time of registration and revision of regiStration held last preceding and 
preparatory to the last election, held the 7th day of November, 1876; that as such 
supervisor of registration he conducted said registration and revision of registra
tion from the 28th day of August to the 28th day of October, 1876, inclusive; that 
during the said time of registration and revision of registration there were riot, 
tumult, acts of violence, intimidation, and bribery, and corrupt influences at and 
near the several places of registration and revision of registration in said parish, 
which said riot and tumult~ ads of violence, intimidation, disturbance, and corrupt 
influences did tend to prevent, and did prevent, a fair, free, peaceable, and full vote 
of all the qualified electors of ~id parish; that by reason of said riot, tumult, acts 
of violence, intimidation, disturbances, and corrupt influences, the election held in 
said parish on the 7th day of November, 1876, wa-s not a fair, free, full, and peaceable 
v:ote of all the qnaJ.ified electors of said parish. 

Following the language of the law. Then he goes on and gives the 
details in the different wards of this intimidation in the very language 
and according to the express provisions of the law-as formal a doc
ument as could be prepared by any member of the Senate; and that 
also is supported by the affidavits required by the law. 

Thus I have given three of the bull-dozed paris)les. Now in regard 
to Ouachita, not to detain the Senate too long, I will refer to pages 
23 and 24, where there is a condensed statement of the allegations as 
to Ouachita : 

A. statement made in dna form of law by the proper officer accompanies the return 
of the election for the parish of Ouachita, recitinu, inter alia, that from the 16th of 
October last to the 7th of November, the day of eYection, during the period of reg
istration and revision of registration, tumult, acts of violence, intimidation, dis
t ud l!\nce, and corrupt infiueu ce, which tended to Jlrevent a fair and free election 
by all the qualified voters of said :parish, prevailed. A variety of testimony sup
porting such statement is found Wl.th the return. 

Then it goes on afterward: " The supervisors of registration es
tablished certain polls," &c.; then it sets out in full this protest, with 
all the dili'erent wards in which the intimidation prevailed. Here 
was again a formal protest. So as to Morehouse Parish, which is the 
ouly remaining parish of the bull-dozed parishes, for there were but 
five. You find on page 441 a formal protest from that parish. Here 
it is signed by F. M~ Grant, supervisor of registration of the parish 
of Morehouse: 
UNITED 'STATES OF AMERICA, 
\ State of Louisiana, Parish of Orleans: 

This day personally came and appeared before me F. A. Woolfley, commissioner 
United States circuit cour~ district of Louisiana, dnly commissioned and qualified, 
who being duly· sworn, on oath deposes and says: That he is a. citizen of the State 
of Louisiana, and a resident of the town of Bastrop, in the parish of Morehouse. 
That he is the legally appointed and qualified supervisor of registration of the said 
parish of Morehouse, and has been such continuously from and ruclnsive of the 28th 
(la.y of August last past; that he entered upon the discharge of his official duties 
as such supervisor of registration upon the 28th day of August last past, and con. 
tinued to perform the same during the whole period of registration and revision of 
registration to the present time, according to law and such lawful instructions as he 
has from time to time received from proper authority, to wit, the State registrar of 
voters. 

' Then he goes on and sets out the acts of intimidation and of alleged 
intimidation, and tills is signed by F. M. Grant, supervisor of registra,. 
tion for the parish of Morehouse. That is accompanied by a number 
of affidavits, according to the express provisions of the law. 
~ Neither the Senator nor myself is a resident of the State of Louisi
ana. Here are five distinct formal protests and notices accompanied 
by the official proof; and yet my friend says there was no protest 
from either of these bull-dozed parishes. They are all printed here 
and have been spread before the country; and not only that, but in 
order that there may be no question about it, that these protests were 
brou~ht to the attention of the returning officers, the Senator will 
find m his own volume that he has brought here, that these protests 
were read to the returning officers in our presence and were the sub
ject of frequent conversation and conversational debate in the pres
ence of the visitors on both sides. He will find them as to West Fell. 
ciana on page 60 of their own stenographic report, a.a to West Felici
ana on page 62, as to Ouachita on page 63, as to Morehouse on page 
79, and as to East Baton Rouge on page 55. In our stenographic re
port he will find the same documents in the pages where these pro· 
tests were read in the presence of all the persons assembled there to 
witness the count; and upon these protests, in the nature of a declar
ation, all the subsequent testimony was founded. 

How my friend could have fallen into that error, I do not know. 
He wa-s not there at the time. But that these protests were read, 
that they were actually filed and printed, there can be no doubt. It 
is true that my friend claims that they ought to have been filed 
within twenty-four hours. There is no ground for that; at lea-st 
that was not the construction put upon it by those people. They, it 
is true, demanded that a formal protest .should be made and that it 
should be attached to the return in some way, and as to one protest 

there was a. controversy. AB to the protest in DeSoto, about which 
so much has been said, it was apparent and proved clearly enough 
that the supervisor brought the sealed package to New Orleans and 
there opened it. He need not have done it; he might have attached 
the paper to the very returns without opening them; but he chose to 
open them and there insert affidavits of a later date than the time 
the package purported to have been sealed. .Ai3 soon as I saw that 
and the attention of the visitors was called to it, we said at once 
"that paper has been opened and tampered with"--

Mr. BOGY. That waa a clerical error, according to Mr. Stough
ton. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; there is where the Senator does injustice. 
Did not the Senator hear the Senator from New York correct thatY 
Mr. Stoughton never said such a thing there in the world, and your 
own record shows it. The Senator was not there. There can be no 
desire on the part of the Senator from Missouri to do a distinguished 
citizen of the United States harm. I say to you that no man in New 
Orleans ever heard Mr .. Stoughton make that remark. I was sitting 
by his side. Mr. Stoughton has denied it; I deny it; everybody 
there denies it, and the record of the statements made at the time 
shows that no such remark was made. The published reports in this 
very document show that the remark of Mr. Stoughton was very 
different. And yet my friend is so distorted by his feeling in regard 
to this matter that he would even do injustice to a distinguished and 
able lawyer, picking up a chance and false telegram published in the 
Northern States, rather than believe the test imony of his own ste
nographer. 

I have shown you that the Senator is mistaken in regard to the 
formality of these proceedings. Now, what is this·tbat has been read 
to you for two days f My friend talked about ex pa1·te affidavits. 
There is a place here-Iwillcall his attention to it-from page 456to 
643 of the document from which he has read, there is a mass of what 
are called "hickory affidavits," every one in haro verba, covering nearly 
two hundred pages of printed matter. I will read you one of them, 
and they are all alike. Remember this was not evidence, as I will 
show you, before the returning board, but it is the evidence that is 
now printed at the expense of Congress. I will read but one of these 
affidavits, that of Wade Hampton-not the one in South Carolina, 
but another man, a colored man ~n Louisiana. 
THE STATB OF LomsiANA, 

Parish of East Feliciana: 
I, Wade Hampton, of ward No.8, said parish, do solemnly swear that I was 

present at the polls in said parish during the election held November 7, 1876, and 
that the election was fair and peaceable, and I know of no one having been intimi
dated or threatened in the casting his vote, but every voter was apparently eager 
and anxious to vote, and did so vol'unta.rily; and that I voted the only parish ticket 
out, and the democratic State and national ticket freely and voluntarily, and under 
no constrain~ fear, or intimidation. 

his 
WADE + HAMPTON. 

mark. 
Sworn to :md subscribed before me this- day of No.vember, 1876. 
fSEAL.j H. M. POOLE. 

Deputy aLerk. 

This was in East Feliciana, a parish where there were three colored 
voters to one white voter, where in every previous election there was 
a large republican majority; where the evidence as printed shows an 
absolute state of terror that is so clear that no man can doubt it; and 
where in consequence of that terror there was not one single repub
lican vote cast in the whole parish ; and yet here are over two hun
dred pages of affidavits in the very same form, printed-! saw them, 
perhaps the Senator saw them-not signed, but marked by these ne
gro people, and these were brought in there, and are printed now at 
the public expense here. The testimony as to this parish showed acts 
of murder, violence, and intimidation so disgraceful that I do not 
care to repeat them. I read some of it the other day; and this is the 
rebuttal. 

In these one thousand pages, that it took nearly a month to produce 
before the Senate, there are five hundred and forty-one printed pages 
of just such informal affidavits as I have now read; much of the rest 
is made up of official documents. Under the rules adopted by there
turning officers, no ex parte affidavits were allowed except those affi
davits provided for by the law attached to and made part of the for
mal protest. The rest of the testimony taken on behalf of the repub
lican electors consisted of depositions taken iu due form. The affida
vits were attached to the returns, and among the rules of the returning 
officers adopted by the board was this: 

9. No ea: parte affidavits or statements shall be received in evidence except as a. 
basis to show that such fraud, intimidation, or other illegal practice, had. at some 
poll, requires investigation; but the returns and affidavits authorized by law, made 
by officers of election or in verification of statementa as required by law, shall be 
received in evidence a.sprimafacie. 

Those that the law required; namely, the affidavits attached. to the 
protest of the officers should be received as primafacie evidence to 
give the returning officers jurisdiction; but if they then pursued their 
inquiry and took testimony, they had to take it in strict accordance 
with the law of Louisiana, and it was so done. The Senator says that 
all this was before the returning officers; but it was in plain viola
tion of their rules, and could not have been received by them as evi
dence. But what if it was f ADy impartial man may take this mass 
of one thousand pages and he will find that, with slight exceptions, it 
does not im~air in the least or conflict with the testimony that I read 
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to you the othm· day. With the exception of here and thE)re a wit
ness, especially one who testifies to the bad character f Eliza Pinks
ton, and probably one or two other witnesses whose testimony waa 
rea.d, who say that the murder of Dinkgrave was not a political mur
der, it does uot reach the allegations made and presented to you the 
other day in scarcely a single respect. He read from parishes tha'J 
were not controverted. He read about parishes as to which there is 
no evidence in the book from which I quoted. 

Mr. BOGY. Ireadfromno parishexcept rejected parishes or those 
in which polls were rejected. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator read from two parishes that I do not 
see anything at all about, Bossier and Webster. 

·Mr. BOGY. Polls were thrown out both in Bossier and Webster. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Here a witness come up and says that, so far as 

bo knows, in a particular ward or particular place there was no in
timidation. With the exception of five parishes, where the bull-doz
ing or intimidation extended to the whole parish, there was no alle
gation that intimidation extended over a whole parish, but only that 
it existed in a particular ward or particular polling-place. There the 
particular precinct may have been rejected upon sufficient proof of 
intimidation, and all the rest of the people of that parish might 
swear that there was a free and fair election. Take this testimony 
now, and I say to you that any person who will examine it carefully 
and compare it side by side with that in the book Ireadfrom will see 
that there is no substantial conflict in this with the mass of testimony I 
read to you the other day. People testify to what they hear, to what 
they think; they did not see this; they did not see that. They all 
concur that on the day of election there was no intimidation. So do 
the witnesses called by the republican side, that on the day of the 
election in many places there was silence like that of the grave; there 
·was no necessity of intimidation on the day of election. There was 
one man attacked and supposed to be killed on the morning of the 
election in Ouachita because he had a ballot-box in his hand and was 
going to hold an election at Logtown. He was killed, as WM sup
posed, but by some miracle he was alive again. That is Ben. James. 
Nobody questioned or controverted his te~>timony. He was shot on 
the morning of the election and the ballot-box taken from him and 
the ballots burned, and there was no election held in Logtown at all 
by ren.son of that intimidation. These specific allegations of crimes, 
offenses, intimidation, are not met at all by this mv.ss of ex pat·te affi
d~~vits to which we have listened yesterday and to-day. 

From what has been read here in all this mass of testimony, what 
is there that a.ffccts the testimony of General Brooks, of Clayton Hale, 
of officers of the Army and officers of the election, of men who wera 
wounded, and the specific ca-ses of killing. You might pile mountain
high until the pile rose to the Dome of the Capitol statements that 
men did not see a thing or did not know a thing, or that so t'::tr as they 
saw was all peaceable and quiet; but if you are met on the other 
hand by affirmative proof of cases without number of intimidation, 
such proof as that is no answer. No, sir; I say the case made by me 
tho other day is not impaired in the lea-st. 

My friend in his closing remarks ta1ks about the injury to the peo
ple of Louisiana. He speaks of Packard as the most infamous of 
m:mkind. Sir, Packard is a man of character and standing. He has 
Jived there for years. What is the charge against him Y What has 
he done T Has he murdered or robbed f 

Mr. BOGY. Robbed for years and done nothing else in that State. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Nobody will say that of him in Louisiana. I 

he!trd your friends the democrats speak of Packard in the very high
e t terms. 

Mr. BOGY. His character in New Orlcans is that of an infamous 
robber. [Applause in the galleries.] 

Mr. SHERMAN. :Mr. President, I do not believe that could be said 
in New Orlean's. Yes, sir, these galleries may shoot their applause; 
but I say that when the charge is made that Mr. Packard is a man of 
that character it is wrong. . 

·Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I rise to order. I move that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to arrest the persons who have com
mitted this disorder and clear the galleries at once. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. McCREERY in the chair.) Those 
in favor of the motion--

.Mr. ALCORN. I would sug~est to the honorable Senator that this 
portion of the galleries [pointmg to the galleries on the left of the 
chair] did not participate in the applause at all, and I ask him to· 
modify the motion so as to clear the galleries in which the di'3order 
occurred. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Senator will withdraw the motion. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I will not withdraw it. This thing must be 

stopped. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have gone through one scene of this kind in 

1861 when I was treated in the same way by the ~:~arne class of people. 
Mr. ED.MUNDS. I propose to assert the proprieties of this Cham

ber, and I insist on the motion. 
Mr. ALCORN. Will the Senator allow me my int-erpellation to his 

motion I The portion of the g:illeries to which I pointed was entirely 
quiet. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If that be certain, I will agree to that. 
Mr. ALCORN. I am sure of it. Occupied as it is by ladies7 I am 

sure they 'were quiet. 
~. EDMUNDS. I move th;f,t the Sergeant-at-Arms clear those por-

.tions of the galleries from which the disturbance proceeded and let · 
him arrest every person who was concerned in it. 

Mr. WHYTE. He cannot do that. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let him bring them here, and we will tell whether 

they are guilty or not. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on themotionof the 

Senator from Vermont. 
The motion was agreecl to. 
·The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sergeant-at-Arms will proceed 

to clear the galleries on the right of the chair. 
The g&lleries referred to were cleared. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 'l'he Senator from Ohio will proceed. 
1\Ir. SHERMAN. 1\fr. President, I regret very much that any citi-

zen has been inconvenienced. I have no doubt a great many people 
have been turned out of the galleries who took no part in this viola
tion of our rules, but I hope that this will convince the galleries 
that the Senate of the United States must not be interrupted in the 
ordinary course of its proceedings by applause or such scenes as we 
have had here. In the last few days in both Houses it has more or 
less occurred. We must maintain the order and decorum of debate. 
If we are to have crowds of people here interfering with our debates, 
with our ordin:uy proceedings, we do not know what will be the re-· 
sult. While I am sorry for those that have been inconvenienced 
without any fault on their part, I trust that it will be a lesson to all 
that when they come to the galleries of the Senate they should at 
least give us the benefit of silence and patience and listen to us with
out any applause or manifestations of any kind. 

Mr. President, I did not know Mr. Packard very well, and I never 
&'\W him until I went to New Orleans. I have heard from Senators 
from Maine, I have heard from members of Congress from Maine that 
he is a man of very high character. My friend over the way [Mr. 
HA!IILL~] has known him, and I heard people in Louisiana speak of 
him. When a Senator of the United States feels himself at liberty 
to stand up and arraign a governor of n. State as the most infamous 
of mankind--

Mr. BOGY. Not a governor. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Well, when a Senator arra,i~ns a man who has 

held his position, us the most inf:tmous of mankind, he abuses the 
privileges of the Senate of the United States. I say that very dis
tinctly and emphatically. 

Now, Mr. President, in rt~gard to the supreme court, many of the 
judges of the supreme court of Louisiana, some of them at least are 
native-born citizens of Louisiana, men whose appearance :tnd con
dnctimpressed meveryhighlyand veryfavorably; andyetthat whole 
court is denounced because, forsooth, the chief-justice, Ludeling, bid 
off in connection with eight or nine or more democrats, leading promi
nent citizens of Louisiana and of New Orleans now, a railro::~.d for the 
interest of common stockholtlers ; and because the condnct of those 
people were arraigned by the SupremeCourtof the United States the 
supreme court of Louisiana is denounced as infamous, as the most 
corrupt in this country. It seems to me that was a great abuse of the 
privileges of the Sen~tte. I read only the other day in a paper in Lou
isiana the reply of this same chief-justice when he singled out from 
the crowd around him leading prominent citizeDB of the democratic 
persuasion in New Orleans who were his partners in biddiug off tlL1.t 
railroad; that he acted simply as trustee, and there was no infamy 
attached to him or to them. But because, forsooth, they chose to throw 
mud and spite at these officers because they are republicans, the same 
spirit that led those gangs of ruffians at night to negro cabins would 
seek to degrade these men in high official position and stamp their 
names, in the presence of the Senate of the United States, with infamy. 

Sir, I saicl a moment ago that we had gone through this scene once 
before. I remember in 1856 when as a member of the other House of 
Congress I was sent on a mission to inquire into the conduct of the 
border ruffians of Missouri. When the motion was made to make 
that inquiry it was alleged on the part of the citizens of Kansas that 
wholesale intimidation, wholesale ballot-box stuffing, wholesale olec
tion frauds ha.d been committed in that Territory, by which they were 
entirely deprived of the elective franchise. I heard that denied by 
members from Missouri; I heard that denied by democrats in the 
same wholesale way that these denials are made now; and one of 
those Missouri members was put on a committee sent out there to 
investigate into the matter. I was one of the committee. We went 
out there and we found that our very colleague who denied that these 
atrocities existed had been over there with a gang of one hundred 
and eighty men and made a speech to them on the day of the election 
when these Missourians voted there at one of the feeble precincts of 
Kansas. I heard another gentleman from that State also deny that 
any border ruffia,ns had gone over from Missouri into Kansas, when! 
myself saw armed, equipped, in full force, one hundred men march 
over into Kansas, end heard soon after of the outrages that they com
mitted; and yet the Delegate from Kansas, living in Missouri at t.he 
time, denied these atrocities when they were proven by living wit
nesses7 and now they are a part of the established history of the 
country . . Who does not know now that these atrocities were com
mitted in Kansas by which a feeble Territory waa ridden down by 
border ruffians who had no right there f Now these facts are known 
to all the world. And, sir, from the blood shed on the soil of Kansas 
there rose a republican State that is now able to defend itself; and 
my only hope is that these kindred o-qtrages upon the poor negroe§ 
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of Louisiana may give rise to a public feeling in that State which will 
not only defend them, but enable ~em and their successors hereafter, 
and their children in future ages, to maintain their rights against all 
lawle88 violence. No, sir, you cannot deny these things. They exist 
there. . 

They talk about the oppression of the people· of Louisiana; they 
talk a.bout the taxes. Well, sir, if I can believe the official documents 
which were shown me there, the oppression does not exist at all to the 
extent that is said. Undoubt~dly by the results of the war, by the 
disturbance of their labor, the natural and inevitable results of the 
rebellion, the taking up of arms against the just authority of the 
United States, property is deranged, and property baa gone down 
greatly in value, in consequence of the war and in consequence of 
the emancipation of the slaves; but they ought not to complain of 
the natural and legitimate results of their own conduct: 

But to come back, Mr. President, I say now that the case made by 
me the other day is not materially shaken by any testimony that has 
been read by the Senator from Missouri. It is true that a doubt may 
be created whether or not Eliza Pinkston told a true story. I have 
never said anything more about that than that I believed, not from 
the testimony of Eliza Pinkston, but from the testimony of the other 
witnesses who corroborated her, that her testimony was true. It is 
now admitted and conceded and proven by a number of witnesses 
that on the very night in question one of these rifle companies did 
maraud in tba.t very neighborhood and did whip, scourge, and injure 
people. Is it likely that Ben Brooks, or whatever his name is, a single 
man, and who now lives there among those people, would have gone 
off to kill Henry Pinkston and wound his wife and kill his child f 
Does any body believe thatf Did any one there believe itt I do not 
think so. The evidence will still remain and the impression will still 
exist, although it is not material to this case, that the same men who 
committed the violence in the neighborhood around committed this 
violence on Henry Pinkston; but whet.her they did or not makes no 
difference to this issue. Drive Henry Pinkston out of the ca,~e and 
you havA murder after murder, violence after violence, and wrong 
after wrong in that same neighborhood proven beyond question or 
coutroversy. Suppose it to be true that Dinkgrave was killed by 
oornebody who wanted to revenge a private wrong on account of a 
private quarrel; it isequally true that the negroes thought that the 
killing of Dinkgrave was a political murder to deprive them of their 
chief leader, and they rose for the first time in the parish of Ouachita, 
showed the spirit of freemen by arousing and organizing to some ex
tent, but gradually disbanded again, feeble M they are. They thought 
that the killing of Dinkgrave was a political mmder, and the other 
murders there are not controverted. You may sap here and there, 
pick here and there a flaw as to a single outrage, but the mass of 
outrages still stands undistmbed, uncontrndicted, unshaken by even 
ex pa1·te testimony. 

Mr. President, I do not want to proceed with this matter further. 
I simply want to stand by the verdict of history; and I say t.o you 
th.1t, notwithstanding the denial that bas been made by the honora
ble Senator from Missomi, notwithstanding all this controversy, these 
facts 'are recorded in the history of Louisiana like the massacre at 
Colfax, like the massacre of over two hundred men in Mechanics' Insti
tute, like all these other outrages that have been named and so often 
described by my eloquent friend from Indiana [Mr. MORTON] they 
Btand recorded in history. Those th<tt I have depicted, about which 
I heard the testimony taken, will stand also admitted and conceded 
facts in the history of that State. 

Now, sir, the Senator says that because of these outrages a majority 
of six or seven or eight thousand, I believe he said, was overturned. 
'They claim in this book 6,549 exactly. These are the figures certified 
by Mr. Zacharie anti his friends. John McEnery received, according 
to their figures, 8:3,723. William Pitt Kellogg, 77,174, making a ma
jority of 6,549 as they claim. If we can believe the testimony of the 
witnesses, in these five bull-dozed parishes alone there WM a change 
of over 8,000 votes. That this te3timony is substantially true, I be
lieve, as true as hist{)ry. But who can decide between the honorable 
Senator and meT He and I have given our story, perhaps taking a 
party view of it; and who is to decide the matterT The law of 
Louisiana. That law provides a set of officers who shall decide this 
question. They have decided it. They have decided according to 
the law of Louisiana. They met openly, publicly, in the light of day. 
'They saw the whole of this testimony on both sides, whatever it is. 
'.fhey were citizens of Louisiana legally appointed to do this very 
duty and to pass judgment on these very facts. They have decided 
them. Their decision ism writing, made under their oaths, with every 
temptation to them to decide the other way. Their return has been 
made; the officers elected according to their return have exercised 
their duty; and now you attack the rights of the State of J.,ouisiana 
thus ascertained according to the law of Louisiana. You would throw 
these to the wind because, forsooth, they endanger the election of 
Samuel J. Tilden. 

Not only did these returning officers act legally within the strict 
limit of the authority conferred upon them by law, but ~hey acted 
upon a weight of testimony that was overwhelming and justified 
them in throwinO' out all the votes they threw out. They did not do 
it in gross; they aid not do it in the lump; they did it in detail by par
ishes; two parishes thrown out altogether; in other cases polling 
precincts and wards rejected. They have acted and made their re-

turn. Now you want to make another returning boa,rd out of the 
House of Representatives, or out of the Senate, or out of both, far 
removed from the scene of operations, not familiar with the history 
of the times, not familiar with the scenes of outrage, not familiar 
with the weight of the testimony; and you propose to make a retmn
nig boa.rd at this distance to pass in review what has been done. 
You propose to trample down the rights of the people of Louisiana, 
which were ascertained according to the laws of Louisiana, for the pur
pose of giving force and effect tot he violence, tumult, and murder that 
prevailetl before the election. That is what you propose to do. No, it 
will not do, my friend. This is a government of law, to be governed 
not only by law, but a-ccording to the forms of law; and although 
t.his returning board may have erred here and there in regard to par
ticular polling-places and precincts, even admit that that. be possible, 
supposing the statements read by the Senator from Missouri have 
made some impression on your mind, to show you that perhaps these 
people have given too great force and effect to the testimony before 
them ; suppose they have erred, are you, without any information 
without any law to justify you, without any authority, to review 
their decision here a t.honsand miles away f There is the question. 
According to law that vote is recorded; you cannot reverse it; and it 
is rightly recorded. The only pru·pose and object of my speech the 
other day was to show you, by reading the testimony of living wit
nesses, not merely colored people, who are conceded to be ignorant, 
cannot read and cannot write many of them-it is t.heir misfortune
but by the testimony of witnesses of the very highest character, un
disputed and uncontroverted, that tumult, disorder, violence, and in
timidaf.ion did prevail over a number of parishes and polling-places 
in Louisiana sufficient to change the result. In forty-one parishes 
t.here was a peaceful, orderly election. In those fort.y-one parishes 
there was an increased republican majority. In the five bull-dozed 
parishes the republican majority was swept away, and an overwhelm
ing democratic ml:ljority substituted. In these other parishes, where 
intimidation prevailed to a greater or less degree, om majority has 
been largely lessened or swept away; but in all those parishes, or 
the great body of them, where there was a fair election, we gained 
rather than lost; we have an increased majority rather th:m a di
minished majority. Why was it if there was no intimidation, why 
was it if this intimidation did not affect the result, that in the par
ishes where t.here was conceded to be a fair election the republicans 
gained, while in all t.he parishes where intimidation prevailed they 
lost f The logic of the facts is M conclusive as the testimony of wit
nesses. This result was brought about by the intimidation prevail
ing to a greater or less degree in those parishes. 

Mr. BOGY. :Mr. President, I a.m happy to believe that this case is 
coming to something like what the lawyers call a definite issue. The 
Sen2.tor from Ohio admits that the law creating the returning board, 
and which is embraced within the t.hree sections, the third, twenty
sixth, and forty-th.ll;d, has not lieen complied with, unless the making 
of affidavits in the city of New Orleans, many weeks after the elec
tion, be a compliance. He says that before the board no one raised 
an objection to the receiving of evidence of intimidation or wrong
doing in the parishes because a statement of that fact had not accom
panied the return of the election. I tell the Senator from Ohio that 
the democratic counsel continually insisted that the law was plain, 
and that it WM not within the power of that board to receive any 
testimony unless the foundation had been laid by a return at tho 
proper time. I will read the sections of the law, and hope the Sen
ators will give me their attention for a moment, because it is so plain 
that I am astonished that a gentleman of the aclrnowl~~,IJed ability 
of the Senator from Ohio should undertake to give a <.Litterent con
struction to this law. The forty-third section says: 
It shall be t.he duty of the supervisors of registrationi within twenty-four hours 

after the receipt of all the returns for the different poling-places, to consolidaw 
such returns to be certified as correct by the clerk of the district court, and for
ward the consolidated returns with the originals received by him to the returning 
officers provided for in scc1ion 2 of this act, the said report and returns to be in
closed in an envelope of strong paper or cloth, s'3curely sealed, and forwarded by 
maiL He shall forward a copy of any st2,teJilent as to violence or disturbance, 
bribery, or COIToption, or other offenses specified in section 26 of this aet. 

With this law before him the Senator from Ohio contends that a 
return made from a parish can be opened in the city of New Orleans, 
a.nd in that return be introduced a statement made weeks after the 
election. The question is too plain to be discussed. What does the 
twenty-sixth section say f The twenty-sixth section reads: 

When such s.tatement is made by a commissioner of election or a supervisor of 
registration, he shall forward it in duplicate to the supervisor of registration of the 
parish, if in the oity of New Orleans, to the secretary of st.lte, one copy of which, 
if maile to the supervisor of registration, shall be forwarded by him to the return
ing officers provided for in section 2 of this act., when he makes the returns of eleo
tion in his pa1ish. His copy of said statement shall be so annexed to his returns 
of · elections by paste, wax, or some adhesive substance, that the same can be kept 
together. 

Now, does not the law require that when the return of the election 
in a parishismade, if there has been anyintimidationor violence of any 
description whatever occurring on the day of the election or at the 
time of registration, the fact shall be embraced in a statement which 
shall accompany the return of the election f There is the point. He 
only reads a part of the law. He says it does not require it within 
twenty-four hours; but whether it 1·equires it within twenty-four or 
forty-eight hours, let that be as it may, it bas to accompany the re
turn of the election and be sent by mail. In this ca~e, without excep-
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tion from what he called the bull-dozed parishes, the returns were not 
sent by mail, but taken to New Orleans by the supervisors, kept in 
their pockets for days. In one case it was plainly proven that it liad 
been opened and a certificate put in, the seal of course had been 
broken to do it; but in every case they were opened by these men in 
New Orleans before they were handed over to the returning board 
and false certificates introduced in them. This I again say is in direct 
and plain contrailiction to the law, as found in the third, twenty
sixth, and forty-third sections. 

My point and the point made by the democrats of Louisiana was 
this, that a statement of intimidation or violence had to accompany 
the return of the election, and unless it waa so made, the board had 
no jurisdiction. No one in New Orleans of standing denies that to 
be the law; no lawyer of standing there denies this. I was there-my
self a short time and talked with many leading men, and none de
nied that to be the law. The committee sent by the House of Rep
resentatives one year ago in their report, an extract from which I 
read to the Senate yesterday, say it is the law, and when that board 
in 1874 under the same law returned a Legislature as elected without 
having regard to this portion of the law, they said it was illegal. 
Therefore I say all the testimony presented to that board taken in 
New Orleans was illegal, and their decision utterly and absolutely void. 
1 The Senator mentions the retnrns of Weber from West Feliciana, of 
Anderson from East Feliciana, of Clover from East Baton Rouge, of a 
man by the name of Ward from Grant. I read testimony yesterday 
and to-day show.ing that this man Weber was an infamous man, a 
rascal, and a dog of low degree; and that after the election he had 
stated, not to one person, but to many, before he went down to New 
Odeans, where he was bribed to lie that the election had beau fair 
and without any violence whatever. Anderson! There are no words 
that can convey a correct idea of his meanness. He is the fellow that 
shot himself to make it appear that his life was in danger from dem
ocrats. It is proven that be shot through his own clothes, trying to 
bull-doze himself. It is positively proven that this Anderson had 
perpetr:!.ted upon himself the assault which he said had been done by 
democrats. Clover! I proved yesterday by the testimony of more 
than one witness that this fellow admitted that the election was fair, 
11eaceable, and quiet. But like his associates in crime he goes to New 
Orleans, and after he is there some ten or fifteen days new light breaks 
on hiru, and he makes an affidavit of intimidation. A fellow by the 
name of Ward is sent to Grant Parish as supervisor of registration of 
the entire parish. This fellow keeps a snake-show on the levee in New 
Orleans, and it was proven by testimony read by me to-day that this 
snake-show man only registered such persons as suited him in the dif-

. fereritprecincts of this parish. A fellow who keeps a snake-show on 
the levee of New Orleans js selected by the governor of Louisiana to go 
to one of the parishes of that State to do this important work. This 
alone shows the means employed to insult and mortify the citizens of 
that State, and a willingness to use the vilest instruments to effect the 
predetermined purpose to cheat the people out of their votes. Who 
can for a moment entertain a doubt of the purpose in sending soch,.a 
man to perforn this duty! And the proof shows that he did ru:1 was 
expected by his employers. 

These men, one and an, have been proven to be unworthy of be
lief-Weber, Anderson, ClQver, Ward-by the testimony of respecta
ble men. But, sir, in each of the bull-dozed parishes I read the cer
tificate of the clerk of the parish, not an ~ parte affidavit, but the 
certificate of the clerk of the parish, that no statement of intimida
tion bad been filed and that the election in each one had been peace
able and quiet. In East Feliciana, about which the Senator from 
Ohio talks so much to-day, as he did the other day, aud says there was 
so much intimidation that the republicans dared not vote, this was 
fully explained by me yesterday. I read testimony showing that the 
republicans, finding a great change in the colored vote of that parish 
and that the colored men had determined t{) vote the democratic 
tiCket, agreed among themselves not to vote. They had no candidate 
in the parish. I proved by testimony taken in the parish that there 
was perfect peace and quiet pervading it all the time, and the reasons 
the republicans did not vote was because they would not do so. The 
fact that they did not vote was a trick, worthy of the fellows who 
have for some time held sway in that State. I regret that such mean 
tricks can find friends and supporters anywhere. 

I admire the Senator's courage when he holds on to the skirts of 
Eliza Pinkston, but I cannot say I commend his good taste; for if 
there is a woman whose skirts I would nothold to, it certainly would 
be Eliza Pinkston's. Who 18 Eliza :Pinkston f In his former speech 
he held her up here as worthy of credit, as a worn~ who had been 
persecuted, an innocent, virtuous mother, who had lost her child, and 
been cruelly treated by the democratic regulators. Although he yet 
stands up for her, yet he does not do so as confidently as formerly. 
Although her character does not now stand quite as high as at :first, 
they nevertheless insist she was bull-dozed by some democratic club. 
I read the proof from the man who formerly owned her; I read other 
testimony showing that all this thing was a quarrel among colored 
people themselves. When she first came to New Orleans her story 
was believed by no one, and it was only after some days that the 
Kelloggs, Packards, and others found out it could be manufactured 
into a most sell8ational election story and great capital got out of it. 
Well, it has run its day, and now I believe the Senator from Ohio is 
the only one who believes in this story. · 

I have no doubt murders have occurred in different parishes, as is 
the case elsewhere, but they have been multiplied tenfold; some of 
them occurred a year ago; some two years since. I read abundant tes
timony to show that these crimes were not political, but grew out of 
the peculiar condition of society there, and also instigated by the bad 
men who now control the State, and fostered by a government which 
not only did not afford protection to life or property, but abetted 
crime and protected the perpetrators of crime. 

We must not forget that there is in Louisiana a large colored pop
ulation suddenly emancipated. They are brought in conflict with 
the white race, and a feeling of hatred encouraged by Kellogg & Co., 
and, as a matter of course, more or less violence is the natural con
sequence. But the proof is that these conflict~ are very seldom po
litical. 

The Senator from Ohio bas a happy talent to give a new life to ancient 
animosities. He goes back to that old quarrel called the Kansas ex
citement of 1856, and says that the story of that day has been stamped 
upon the pages of history as the truth. _ I deny it. The story, or 
rather stories, of that day are believed but by few people of this day. 
Every impartial man now well understands how these stories wero 
fabricated to inflame the public mind and in that way to create, as 
these lies did create, the anti-slavery excitement which in time swept 
over the land ; but the old lies are now not believed and the pages 
of history will not be encumbered with such stuff. I have read testi
mony enough in the Senate for two days to show conclusively that 
the people of Louisiana are a. law-abiding people; that the last elec
tion held in that State was peaceable, quiet, and orderly; that there 
was no intimidation, violence, or wrong-doing at any of the precincts 
in any of the parishes, and th::t.t those parishes which were rejected, 
the list of which I gave, were perfectly orderly and quiet and in no 
instance was there any proof otherwise, excepting proof gotten up in 
the city of New Orleans from~ parte affidavits and presented to the 
returning board in violation of law. 

The Senator says the affidavits in the testimony I have read are ex 
pm·te. Some of them are; but most of them are answers to interrog
atories propounded, as he says, under the law of Louisiana. Open 
the book containing the testimony on his side where yon please anti 
you will see that most of them made their mark. Nine-tenths of it 
is composed of the affidavits of men taken in New Orleans not known, 
men who could be got to swear to anything for money, while the 
testimony which I have read was taken in the parishes where the 
election took place, in many cases of men who were officers of the 
parishes, or of men who were long residents, in other cases of the 
supervisors of election or the clerks of the parishes, all men of stand
ing and ch~racter, and this testimony taken at home, given by men 
who had a right to know and did know what had transpired at their 
homes. 

Now he says the testimony which I have read only shows that per
sons had not observed that anything wrong had transpired. It is not 
so, sir. The testimony is positive that the election was peaceable and 
quiet. 

To show that the Senator from Ohio has not made himself a.c
quainted with this ease he all the time uses the words'' formal.pro
test." There is no such word in that law. There is no "formal pro
test" recognized or known in it; but he persistently calls it however 
a formal protest made in the city of New Orleans and read by the 
returning board. Of course these formal protests, as he calls them, 
were made in the city of New Orleans and in very good form, be
yond a doubt, and sworn to by such infamous fellows as Weber, and 
Anderson, and Vlover, and this snake-showman, Ward, all in first
rate form, beyond a doubt, but all made outside of the law or the 
authority of the law, and in direct conflict with it. 

Sixty-nine polls were rejected in twenty-two parishes. I read the 
list yesterday. lt will appear as part of my speec'h when published; 
in this I give the number of votes reject~d at each poll, and from what 
parish, and as regards every one of them I made it my duty yesterday 
and to-day to detain the Senate, very much against my wish, to place 
before it testimony showing that the election had been fair, peace
able, and quiet. I 

The Senator says, however, that this testimony was not in evidence 
before the board. I presume in one respect this statement is correct, 
but it was present~d to the board, filed with it, and copied from its 
archives; but I have no doubt that that board did not look upon it 
as evidence. I have no doubt that the statement of the Senator in 
that respect is correct, and I am surprised he admits it. Why did 
not the board consider it, while it gave full effect to the testimony 
taken in New Orleans of unknown men, who generally could know 
nothing as to what had transpired in these distant parishes. It was 
filed, and iB there yet, and ought to have been received as evidence, 
but I am sorry to say it waa not. 

Mr. President, this will at laat be the turning-point in this case; 
and it iB not within the ability of the Senator from Ohio to change 
thatfact. The law is imperative that the statement of intimidation, 
or violence, or any wrong-doing occurring on the da.y of the election, 
at the polls, ha8 to be incorporated in a paper called a statement and 
returned with the vote of that parish. If that be the law, w:~ I say it 
is, as the Honse committee sent down there one year ago said it was, 
and aa every lawyer of standing in New Orleans says it is, then all 
the testimony taken by the returning board in New Orleans was out .. 
side of the law, and is a nullity. 
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But the Senator says that in this country we cannot maintain gov

ern:rfl.ent unless we observe law. That is true. But what is law! 
The existence of an institution like this returning board is a contra
diction of all our idea of law. To give to four men the power to say 
who has or who has not been elected; to decide this in secret and 
without any appeal; and to call that law! Why, it is an abuse of 
terms to call such a monstrosity law. It is tyranny and oppression, 
and such tyranny and oppression as ought ·not to be upheld by any 
body, particularly in this country. 

•p The Senator seems to take me to task for saying that Packard is in
famous. I do say that he is one of the most infamous of mankind. 
I said it before and I say it now, and I am not aware that I am abus
ing my privilege. Why is he infamous t Any man who by force and 
fmud, as he is doing, will try to impose himself upon a community as 
the governor of that community is infamous ; he is a tyrant. I re
peat what I said before, that he is an infamous man, and the proof 
sustains me in what I say. I say the same thing with regard to the 
judiciary. Why t Because the Supreme Court of the United States 
have passed upon this Ludeling. It is true he denies it. The Sen
ator from Ohio believes his denial, but does not believe the decision 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. He read a statement the 
other day, which I saw also in the papers, in which this man Lode
ling says it is all false. Of course it is false in his estimation ; but 
who are we to believe, the man charged with a criminal offense or the 
Supreme Court of the United States t And I also say that men are 
infamous who will take judgeships under the conditions that exist in 
New Orleans to-day. The so-called rump legislature, in session there 
without a quorum, is passing laws doing away with former judges 
and. creating new courts, and upholding those new judges in power 
at the point of the bayonet. I say that men who will accept judicial 
stations under such circumstances make themselves infamous, and 
when they get upon the bench their decisions will be corrupt and 
venal. 

I am notspeakingwithoutfacts before me. The whole government 
in Louisiana, as I said in the speech which I made to-day, is a vile 
conspiracy to destroy that people, and to rob them of their property; 
a vile conspiracy which neither the spirit of the age or of this people 
ought to permit. Every man who is an officer under the local gov
ernment at New Orleans is already rich or being enriched every day, 
from Kellogg down; yet these fellows pretend to be offended when 
they are called infamous. Sir, it is a duty I owe to myself and to the 
position I occupy, to state what I honestly beJieve, that these men are 
rogues and rascals, and until a public opinion in this country is crea
ted of a wholesome character which will openly expose these rob
bers and call them by their right names, you will be ~overned by 
rogues and infamous men as is now the case not only m Louisiana 
but elsewhere. · 

Mr. President, this long debate is nppro:.tehing an end. I am heartily 
glad of it, but I am also glad: that it has taken place. It has plaood 
before this .country the horrid condition of Louisiana; and the peo
ple of the United States will now examine into it, will read the tes
timony which will be found in my speech, and I am convinced it w~ 
open the eyes of many. 

As I said to-day, upward of two thousand years ago, Verres, the 
propretor in Sicily, was guilty of rapacity and robbery and murder. 
When Cicero arraigned him before the Roman senate it aroused the 
indignation of the old Romans, and Verres was recalled and punished. 
That great old Roman senate, although under the pagan dispensation, 

. ca,Ued back the infamous propretor and punished him, and the history 
we read of the crimes of this man does not compare with that of the 
crimes committed in Louisiana ; tyranny of every description that the 
hnman mind can conceive; courts forced upon them; legislatures forced 
upon them; incompetent men put into office; a system of assessment, 
the invention of a fiendish cunning, giving to the assessor a percent
age upon the valuation he affixes, and from which there is no appeal! 
And this the Senator calls law. What is law but a rule of right Y 
Yes, sir; a rulo of right. In Louisiana it is a. rule of wrong, inspired 
by bad men to accomplish wrongands. That is notlnw. It may be on 
the statute-book, but it is a desecration of the sacred word "law," 
which should be a rule of right and made to protect the right and 
shield the innocent, and not to rob. 
1 Gentlemen may say what they plea-se; thank God the day has passed 
when yon can impose on this people any further these horrid stories 
that have been related in this Chamber for years as to the bad char
acter and conduct no_t only of the people of Louisiana but of all the 
Southern States. They are like the stories gotten up many years ago 
in England by Titus Oates, fabrications ; one lie piled upon another; 
one man niore infamous than another springing up every day and 
addin~ a pile of additional lies. Sir, there is no more disposition to 
comrmt murder in the South than there is in the North. The men 
there are "aa much law-abiding and are as much under the sway of 
Christian influence as they are in any portion of the North. 

But, sir, the conflict there arises from the fact that you have forced 
upon those people a foreign government, composed of bad men who 
go there to rob and to steal; and that they may rob and steal they 
must necessarily violate every principle of justice and of right. The 
time bas come when those people will be vindicated, and this condi
tion of affairs there cannot be bull-dozed any longer. The returning 
board can stand no more. It has made its last return; and even that 
return will not stand. - The people of the United States are not going 

to submit that these four men, without character or reputation, shall 
make a President for the whole United States. Can it be possible that 
the people of this country will permit Wells, Anderson, Casanave, and 
Kenner, two white and two colored men, to make a President of the 
United States t The thing JS too absurd to talk about; and yet this 
is called law. A more complete system of oppression and of tyranny 
and robbery cannot be devised by the wit of man than has been de
vised to enslave and rob Louisiana. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I congratulate the Senate at least 
that my friend from Missouri has made some advance in information. 
He stated emphatically in his speech, repeating it twice over, and it 
will be found reported in the stenographic notes, that there was no 
protest from either of the five bull-dozed parishes. I put it to him, 
''Do you mean that there was no protest at all, or no protest within 
twenty-four hours f" 

Mr. BOGY. There is no such word as "protest" in the law, to be
gin with. . The law calls it a "statement." The Senator is not famil
iar with the law. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator stated to the Senate that there was 
no such statement made from any of the bull-dozed parishes. I call 
it a protest. I put the question to him "Does the Senator mean no 
statement, or does he mean simply no statement within twenty-four 
hours," and he repeated the remark in its broadest sense. Now I 
have read him, in every one of those cases the full, formal, authentic 
statement, as formal as he could draw himself, and what does he reply f 
He does not say" I overlooked these affidavits; I beg pardon for lead
ing the Senate into an error which I fell into myself, for I had not 
read these affidavits;" not at all, but he says the men that made 
these statements are rascals, thieves, liars, scoundrels I That is not 
argument. I have given the exact fact, and the record will show it. 
How can we answer logically such arguments f I endeavored to relieve 
the honorable Senator from Missouri by telling him" If you differ aa 
to what is -a legal statement, let us have the difference about the law 
stated; do you claim that the statement must be made within twenty
four hours t I say there is no such provision." The Senator would 
not accept that, but he said again, repeating it over two or three 
times, that there were no statements from either of the five bull-dozed 
parishes. Here they are. Now when he has foun<J. that in that par
ticular at least he was wrong, he says these men are rascals, showing 
that he knew all about them, that he knew that they were the super
visors, that they made the protest, because he goes on to tell us one 
man is a thief, another man a liar, another man shot himself, and so 
on; he goes off into collateral matters. 

Mr. President, that is not the way, it seems to me, to discuss such a 
matter. The truth is those protests were filed by the officers, aa they 
believed according to law. They were carried down by these offi
cers, and they testify to it themselves. They were carried down by 
these officers, were delivered, and there they attached their formal 
protest and affidavit to. them, in some cases by sealing-wax according 
to the lan~uage of the law. They did it in New Orleans. I claim 
that that 18 legal; he denies it; but he denied first that there were 
statements. Now he says that the men who made them are rascals. 
I .do not know whether they are or not. I am not prepared to say that 
every republican in Louisiana is a rascal. I know that in the north
ern States where I live we have good democrats. 

Mr. BOGY. I think there are some honest men among the repub
lica.ns there. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I doubt very much if there waa any honest re
publican who voted the republican ticket in Louisiana whether he 
would be honest in the eye of my friend, he is so discolored by his feel
ing. Did I show anysuch feelingf Did I not speak kindly of Nich
olls and all these other gentlemen f I came in contact with many of 
them and was highly pleased with them. These men are not bad 
men; and Packard, who is denounced here as the worst man in the 
country, is a sober, orderly Maine man. My honorable friend from 
Maine says he haa known him for years · and he is spoken of very 
kindly. Indeed I heard democmts say if they were to have a re
publican governor at all they would rather have Packard than any 
one else. Yet he is the worst man in the whole country according to 
the Senator; and Judge Ludeling, the statement about whom made 
by the Supreme Court is referred to, is arraigned. Why arraign J ndge 
Ludeling and stamp his name with infamy here in the Senate T I do not 
care anything about him; he to me is but a man like any other citi
zen; but what is the case t The Supreme Court of the United States 
in a railroad case denounced the purchase of a certain railroad as a 
fraud, said that the effect of the purchase was a fraud. Ludeling, 
acting for himself and sixteen or eighteen other corporators of that 
railroad, bid it off for some nominal sum ; ~0,000 perhaps. The Su
preme Court said that was a fraud. He, acting for himself and as 
attorney for others, bid off at a nominal rate a railroad that had been 
dismantled, broken up, according to his statement, and which was not 
worth more than that. I know not.hing about the facts. In the 
presence of his associates who were democrats, the other day before 
the Senate committee in New Orleans, he said this man and that man, 
pointing them out, leadin~ men around there, leading democrats, 
had been associated with him in the transaction. Ludeling's state
ment was that there was not a rail, tbere w~s not a building, there 
was not a depot belonging to this railroad company; and he, buying 
for himself and others, bid it off. The Supreme Court characterized 
the purchase as a fraud.-It was not so regarded by him nor by the 
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others who made this purchase; and if he is to be denounced, why 
not denounce all the other men concerned f Why were fhey not all 
guilty Y Why single out Ludeling as a rascal f Why do you not de
nounce all the persons engaged in the purchase as rascals, thieves, 
&c.f 

Mr. President, there are other judges of that supreme court of Lou
isiana who would adorn any tribunal. There was one who told me 
he was a native of the State and had always lived there, and, so far 
aB I heard, he was spoken of as a man of the highest character. I do 
not now rec:ill his name with certainty, but I think it was Morgan. 
Ludeling is a native of that region. 

Mr. WEST. Judge Morgan is not now a judge of the supreme 
court. · 

Mr. SHERMAN. He was f 
Mr. WEST. Yes. 
Mr. SHERMAN. He was until recently o. judge of the supreme 

court of Louisiana. All these men are men of high character and 
standing. To arraign all these people in this way, 1t seems to me, is 
very wrong, and the Senator will regret it. The truth is that so much · 
is my friend imbittered in relation to matters down there that he has 
fallen into the common error of supposing that every republican is a 
rascal and a thief. If you want to compare the record and conduct 
and character of republicans and democrats over this broad countTy 
of ours, we could make the comparison very easily. The truth is the 
few white republicans comparatively in Louisiana deserve credit for 
courage, for honor in many cases. I do not know but that there are 
eome ra.scals among them, a nil there are some rascals among the demo
crats, I imagine; but they have stood by the rights of the bumble 
and the lowly, by the poor negro who bas been armed with political 
rights. They have stood by them while these men have endeavored 
to oppress him and deprive him of those rights. There are good men 
down South; there are native-born citizens there who swore to those 
outrages, and among the rest a man named Hammond, who told a 
plain, straight story, who said that he was now cultivating the land 
that he had owned before the war and employing the very men who 
had been his slaves before the war. He testified to these same enor
mities. 

It is not in this way that you can discredit these witnesses. So far 
as I could judge, they s~vore to the truth. Among theni were officers 
of the Army of the highest standing. My friend has not called Gen
eral Brooks a liar or a thief or a scoundrel. The other day my friend 
abused one of the returning board as keeping a doggery or grocery. 
The truth is that he keeps an eating-house. If all the men in the 
democratic party in the city of New York who keep a doggery or an 
eating-house or anything of that kind were turned out a-s ra.scals and 
thieves and scoundrels, I am afraid that the democratic majority 
would fade away; and not only so there, but in a great many other 
places. It will not do to make such tests. We h:tve been told of a 
man who keeps a snake show. I hardly know what that is. He 
shows big snakes, I suppose. · 

Mr. BOGY. No; little snakes. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Because he keeps snakes and little snakes at that, 

therefore he is a rascal! Did my friend see the snakes Y Somebody 
said be kept S"Qakes. In that way witnesses are discredited. One 
man kept a doggery or eating-house, and therefore he could not act. 
Anotl!er man was an undertaker and he- could not be respectable. 
Because he buried the dead that wa-s not a creditable business. No
body can be respectable except be is a democrat and in favor of hunt
ing poor n.egroes in their cabins. These ''regulators" can come up 
and testify and there is nothing to their discredit. 0, no, they are 
gentJemen ! Mr. President1 that mode of discrediting witnesses will 
not answer even in Missouri, even in Saint Louis, where they have a 
large, flourishing, growing population and o. fine city. Men may pur
sue humble avocations; they may hn.ve been slaves and may be igno
rant; they may not be able to read or write; but in many ca-ses they 
cn.n tell God's truth without error as plainly and as well as anybody 
else. Aud often it is that the most ignorant witness is the most hon
est witness. We have often heard it said that the poorest witness in 
the world is a lawyer, whose acuteness and intellect and culture and 
education sometimes make him ramble all over the field instead of 
telling squarely a plain, straight story. It bas often been said that a 
lawyer is the poorest witness . because he scatters and goes over the 
field too much. 

Sir, these men are not to be discredited in that way, nor the supreme 
court of Louisiana, nor Governor Packard ; and even that poor fellow 
who shows snakes may be an honest, good man, or he may be a dis
honest rascal; but he is not dishonest simply because he shows snakes 
or because he is a republican, because he is a governor or because he 
is a judge of the supreme court of Louisiana. That kind of argument 
will not do in the Sonate of the United States. 

How does my friend now with all his long array of ~ts meet the 
fact that in East Feliciana there was no republican vote Y How does 
he meet all the outra~es that were almost numberless in the testimony 
that I have readY calling men to say that they did not see it, that 
they were not present, negative testimony of that kind, amounts to 

· nothlng; but that is the way we have been answered throughout. 
Whenever we bring forward a witness there is nothing read out of that 
book to contradict the witness, but he is a thief, he shows snakes, he 
is a rascal, the worst man in the country r That is the way they are 
"whistled down the wind."- It will not do, sir. The sad facts are re-

corded in imperishable history and they cannot be erased by such ar
guments as these. The Senator may say that his speech will be iead. 
Let it be read and I am perfectly willing to let the record that I have 
presented, which wa-s nothing but the testimony of living witnesses, 
stand wit.h it; let the two go together and let honest men read them, 
and I have no doubt what will be their judgnient as to the condition 
of affairs in Louisiana. 

Mr. BOGY. Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio has often tried 
that on me before, to put in my mouth words and arguments·whichl 
have not used. I did not deny but that statements or, as he calls them, 
protests had been filed in regard to the so-called bull-dozed parishes. I 
made no such denial. I denied that they were sent from the parishes 
in a-ccordance with the requirements of law. I did not deny that, as 
he calls them, protests were filed before the returning board, but I 
said those protests which the law calls" statements" were made in 
New Orleans after the election in violation of law. I do deny that 
not in one of these parishes were they sent as required by the law. 
That is my denial, and he well understands me. I do not deny but 
that in his book of testimony these statements appear and in good 
form. I admit they are formally written, but written and ma.de when 
and where the law did not authorize them to be made. That is what 
I said. 

Now, sir, a word with regard to this man Ludeling; here is what 
the Supreme Court says : . 

Horne was persuaded by Ludeling, and without any communication with his con. 
stituents, to enter into an agreement, which was made on the 2d of February, 1866, 
one day before the sale. The material part of this agreement was that Gordon-

A republican-
Lndeling-

A republican
Baker-

A republican
Stnbbs-

A republican- · 
Waddell-

! do not know his polit,ics
and John Ray-

A republican, I know, because he was formerly in my State-
of the first part, and Horne, of the second part,/or himself andjriendB, should club 
their funds to buy the property of the Vicksburgh, Shreveport and Texas Rail
road Company, advertised for sale on the mo1-row, in partnership, and, if the prop
erty should be bought by them, that the party of the first part should own two- · 
thirds and the party of the second part should own one-third. The a,areementre
veals apprehension that the sale mtgbt be stopped by injunction or declared null 
and void. It was signed "John T. Ludeling, for himself and friends," and" J. U. 
Horne, fur himself and friends," and it is proved that when it was entered into 
Ludeling was informed of Horne's mission and of the plan he was instructed to 
carry out. 
It is impossible to characterize this agreement as anything_ else than fraudulent. 

Its obvious purpose was to remo>e competition at the s~ue. It was a flagrant 
breach of trust on the part of Horne and it was a. fraud in Lndeling, with knowl
edge of the trust Horne had undertaken, to persuade him to violate his instructions 
ana sacrifice the interests of his constituents, himself becoming- a party to the vio
lation.-Jackson vs. Ludeling, 21 Wallace Reports, pages 628 and 6~. 

And in that way he stole the railroad. Aman whohasbeensoheld 
up ·by the Supreme Court of the United States is not fit to be the 
chief-justice of this State of Louisiana or any other State. It will not 
do to say that Ludeling denies this thing. Of course he does; but 
can anybody believe that the Supreme Court of the United States 
would put such things down in their decision unless the proof had 
been beyond nil possibi1ity of doubt f We know how prudent and 
careful they are; we know that they will not hold up a man to the 
world to be a rogue or a fraud unless the proof is conclusive and be
yond nil doubt. The Supreme Court has passed on him-and I sub
mit to this decision-and I am compelled to believe him to be a ras
cal, however much he may deny it or the Senator from Ohio. I was 
therefore justified in saying at the outset that this man is infamous 
and unworthy of being chief-justice of a State. I will tell the Sena
tor that he does me iujustice when be says that I am disposed to 
look upon men as unworthy who are keepers of saloons and eating
houses. I said nothing of this kind. All men have my highest re
gard who are honest, regardless what may be their callin!J', As on 
the other hand, I do not care how high a man maY. stand offfcially, if 
he is a rogue and I am called upon to pa-ss on him, I will say " he is 
a 1·ogue." 

Mr. MORTON. I regretted, Mr. President, to hear what the Sena
tor from Missouri said in regard to Governor Packard, of Louisiana ; 
and I speak of this with the more freedom because Mr. Packard, so 
far as I know, is not my friend, and I am under no possible personal 
or political obligation to him. But I have been somewhat conversant 
wi.th the affairs of Louisiana for several years past and think I know 
what is the character of Governor Packard, of that St.ate, not only as 
a politician, but a man in society and in business. I have never 
before beard Governor Packard accused of being a man of bad char
acter. I have understood that democrats there as·well as republicans 
regarded him as a substanti'11, honest man, a man of good character; 
and in all the jobs we heard spoken of as having been got up in Louisi
ana the last few years I never beard it stated that Governor Packard 
was concerned or interested in any of them. I believe tha.t he is a 
man of good character; and I heard with regret the Senator from 

. .. . ..... ~ .. 
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Missouri say here that he was a man of inf:LID.ous character and an in
famous public robber. 

But, Mr. President, it comes in illustration of what has occurred so 
often in the South in the last few years, and is now being practiced, 
and that is that every leading white republican almost is assailed, 
~is character is covered with obloquy and shame; and here is a fair 
Miustration. A man who, 1 believe, has been elected governor of 
Louisi.n.na, who has long been the United States marshal for that 
State, a man of good chamcter, is denounced in the Senate of the 
United States aa being an infamous public robber. Why, Mr. Presi
dent, what are we to think of the opinions of the Senator from Mis
soun f I am not going to call his sincerity in question; I have no 
personal issue with him; but what are we to think of his opinions, 
of the justice of his views in regard to anything, or in regard to any
body, when he can stand up here and make this broad, sweeping 
statement against Governor Packard! And the Senator says here 
that the people of Louisiana, as shown by their history, have been a 
law-abiding people. He denies the truth of these statements in re
gard to the outrages, the murders, and the violence that have taken 
place in that State for some years back. He says the testimony is 
false and perjured and is not entitled to credit. Why, sir, have we 
got to that period in the world's history that human testimony is to be 
entirely discredited, that there is no such thing as truth, and that vast 
bodies of men can be found from' year to year, without interest, with
out inducement, without anything to g.ain by it, who will be found 
to swear falsely and take perjury to their souls, and before the lawY 

Why, Mr. President, in 1866 a massacre took place at the Mechan
ics' Institute in the city of New Orleans. A body of men had assem
bled as a constitutional convention to propose amendments to the 
constitution of the State. It was peaceable, and, as they believed, 
was assembled in accordance with law. They had aright to be'bhere; 
they molested nobody; but an attack w:as made upon them at the 
hour of noon, and in large part by the police of the city; an attack. 
th..'llt was connived at, and in part engaged in, by prominent politi
cians; and in less than thirty minutes nearly two hundred men were 
killed and wounded in cold blood. The matter was examined by a 
committee of the House of Representatives. Nearly one hundred dep
ositions were taken of men of all parties, white and black, men who 
had no inducement under God's heaven to swear to lies; and such 
fearful lies as they would have been, if their statements had not been 
true. You cannot read that narrative to-day without your blood 
curdling; horrible in its atrocity a.nd inhumanity. 

Then you come down two years later after Louisiana had been re
constructed. An election was held there in the month of May, under 
the auspices of an officer of the United States Army and unuer the 
p1·otection of the United States Army. At that election in May the 
I'epnblican party carried the State by 16,000 majority, nearly 17,000. 
Then this protection was withdrawn; the State· government started 
ont, and an election was held in November following for President 
and for some State officers. Some ninety days before that election in 
November, societies were organized in the State of Louisiana a,nd 
great violence was committed. A committee sent down next winter 
took nearly two hundi·ed depositions, and by them it was proven that 
within sixty days before the November election in 1868 more than 
two thousand men were killed and wounded for political purposes. 
Some of the most terrible slaughters ever known were committed 
there. There were about two hundred men killed at one time and in 
one place. These facts were established by many scores of witnesses 
having no connection with each other, having no possible interest, 
no earthly iuducerueut to testify to these atrocious perjuries, such as 
they would have been if these stories were not true. There you find 
the evidence in the result that, whereas the republicans carried 
Louisiana by 16,000 in May, the democrats carried it by 40,000 in 
November; and in parishes where the republicans had hundreds and 
even thousands of votes in May, General Grant did not get a vote in 
Noyember, or got five votes or a very small number of vot~s. Such 
changes can only be accounted for by violence. Men are not con
verted unanimously; yoU: cannot find a whole neighborhood con
verted to democracy or to republicanism in a moment or in a day. 
Political changes do go on sometimes; men change from one side to 
the other; but never in the world have I known a case where every 
m:tn in a county or parish has gone over from one party to the other. 
Such things never occur unless the conv;ersions are made as Moham
med made conversions, by the sword. 

Then coming down to 1873, passing by the individual acts of vio
lence in the mean time that have been abundantly proven from time 
to t.ime, you find the Colfax massacre; nearly or quite one hundred 
colored men killed in cold blood ; one of the most terrible narratives 
that have been writt~n in modern times ; and, if you will just refer 
to the trials in the circuit court of the United States at New Orleans, 
~ou ~find that the_judge of the co~ut in one of those trials in giv
mg hiB charge to the Jury made a rem tal of the facts, which was con
ceded to be true by the counsel on both sides, and in which he de
scribed that horrible masRacre in terms that I cannot repeat; giving 
to it a, description and a character conceded to be correct by the 
counsel on both sides, making it one of the most terrible things in our 
history. 

fassing down a little later we come to the Coushatta massacre, 
which has been established by evidence. I might refer to other trans
actions on the Red River, saying nothing about the riots in the city of 

New Orleans that have occurred from time to time and have been 
abundantly establis.b.ed _by evidence. And yet we are told that this 
is all perjury, it is all false; that the people of Louisiana have been a 
law-abiding people, and that republicans, by perjury, and by fraud, 
by larceny, and every kind of crime, have sought to obtain the power. 

Now I want to call the attention of the Senator from Missouri to a 
witness that he cannot discredit in that way, and that is in reference 
to this last election. I will just take a single case as shown by the 
record and I should like 11o hear how that is to be explained. I will 
take the parish of East Feliciana as shown at the last election. The 
registration of East Feliciana stood in 1876 as follows: colored 2,127 ; 
white 1,004. At the election before this, in 1874, East Feliciana gave 847 
democratic votes and 1,688 republican votes. At this last presidential 
election East Feliciana gave 1,740 democratic votes and not one repub
lican vote. There is a paper witness, established by the record, that 
cannot be met by the general charge of peijury and lnisrepresenta
tion. In this single parish not one republican vote was returned. 
How was that brought about f Was it brought about by conversion, 
by democratic arguments, by men voluntarily changing their minds T 
0, no! nobody believes that. A result like that cannot be produced 
by any other means than intimidati.on and violence, and it was a com
plete result. There were others approachin~ it; not quite so com
plete in their character, but others approached it. There you find 
evidence that cannot be put down by saying ".it is all manufactured 
testimony." · 

Yon may take the returns in Mississippi and you will find the same 
kind of evidence. I can take the returns of the last election in Mis
sissippi and I think refer to four counties in which in 1875 there were 
over four thousand republican votes, bad as that election was, and 
yet at this last election Hayes got less than twenty-five votes in those 
four counties. I can take, I think, counties in Georgia, and several 
of them, if my memory is not at fault at least half a dozen, in which 
Hayes did not get a vote in 1876; and I can take counties in Alabama 
upon the official returns and there find that Hayes either got no vote 
at all or a very small vot-e, where the evidence was abundant that 
there were hundreds and thousands of republicans. Sir, tP.is kind of 
evidence cannot be put away by saying "It is all perjury, it is all 
manufactured, the work of carpet-baggers and scalawags, and the 
ignorant negroes who are made to sign what they do not understand 
or know anything about." 

I did not intend, :Mr. President, to have adverted to this matter this 
afternoon; but the remarks of the Senator from Missouri in regard 
to Mr. Packard seemed to me to be such a common and complete illus
tration of the course that is pursued toward southern republicans 
that I must be forgiven for hfl.ving intruded thus long. 

!t'Ir. EDMUNDS. Mr. President
Yr. BOGY. One word in reply. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, this discussion has gone on p1·o and 

con here aJl day long, and I think we ought to be allowed to adjoum. 
Mr. BOGY. Just one remark. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. There has been no personal reflection on my friend 

from Missouri. If there was I Rhould certainly yield to him; but as
it has been merely fair debate, I do hot feel called on to allow it to go 
on longer. 

Mr. BOGY. I wish but a minute of time. 
Mr. WINDOM. I should like to make a conference report. 
Mr. BOGY. I will not occupy more than a moment. I only want 

to explain this thing about East Feliciana. • 
Mr. EDMUNDS. You can explain it to-morrow. I move that the 

Senate proceed to the consideration of execntivl3 business. 
Mr. WINDOM. Will the Senator withdraw the motion for a mo

mentY 
Mx. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir, if the Senator will renew it. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

. A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 
ADAMs, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the joint reso
lution (S. R. No. 4) authorizing Captain Temple and Lieutenant
Commander Whiting, of the Navy, to accept a decoration from the 
King of the Hawaiian Islands. . 

The message also announced that the Ho-qse had agreed to the re
port of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 4307) making appropriations to sup
ply certain deficiencies in the contingent fnnd of the House of Repre
sentatives, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the· House had passed a bill (H. 
R. No. 2234) for the relief of Henry Simons, late private in Company 
D, Fourth Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers; in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Sen~te. • 

DEFICIENCIES IN APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. WINDOM snblnitted the following report: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 

amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 4307) making approp1iations tQ 
supply certain deficiencies in the contingent fund of the Honse of Representatives, 
and for other purposes, having met, after full and free conference, have agreed to 
recommend and do recommend to theirrespective Houses as follows: 

That the Honse recede from its disagreement to the amendment numbered 14. 
and agree to the same. . 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement ro the amendment of the Honse ro 
the amendment numbered 12, and agree to the same. 
- That the House recede from its diSagreement to the amendment numbered 7, and 
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agree to the same amended as follows: Strike out all of said amendment after 
the word " of," in line 3, and insert in lieu tltereof the following: "fl,200 per annum, 
$1,864.17 ;"and the Senate agree to the same. 

WM. WINDOM, 
W. B. ALLISON, 
it E. WITHERS, 

Managers on the part of th6 Senat6. 
CHAS. FOSTER. 
WM. S. HOLMAN, 
J. H. BLOUNT, 

The report was concurred in. 
MaMgerB on tAe part of tAe House. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 2234) for the relief of Henry Simons, bte private 
in CompanyD,Fourth Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers, wa~ r~ad 
twice by its title, and referred. to the Committee on Military Affarrs. 

EXECUTIVE 8E58ION. 

Mr. WINDOM. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid
eration of executive business. After six minutes spent in executive 
session the doors were re-opened, and (at four o'clock and forty min
utes p.m.) the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATtvES. 
FRIDAY, January 19, 1877. 

The Honse met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
I. L. TOWNSEND. 

The J onrnal of yesterday was read and approved. 
AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. O'BRIEN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
4455) to amend section 3515 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, and for other purposes ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 
and ordered to be print.ed. 

SHIP-CANAL AT HEAD OF LAKE GEORGE, FLORIDA. 

Mri'FINLEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a. bill (H. R. ~o. 
4456) to authorize William A. Dormer and others to construct a ship
canal at the head of Lake George, Florida; which waa read a :first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, 
and ordered to be printed. 

J. A. WITMER. 

I\fr. JOHN REILLY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 4457) granting a pension to J. A. Witmer, late of Third Pennsyl
v:mia Volunteer Cavalry; which was read a first and second time, re
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SYVERT A. ANDERSON. 

Mr. DUNNELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
4458) granting a pension to Syvert A. Anderson, Company B, Fif
teenth Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteers ; which was read a :first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES POOL. 

Mr. DUNNELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a. bill (H. 
R. No. 4459) gr:m.ting a pension to Charles Pool, Sixth Regiment Vir
ginia Volunteers; which was read a :first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE W. HARD. 

Mr. DUNNELL also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 4460) granting a pension to George W. Hard, private in Com.: 
pany A, Sixth Regiment :Minnesota Volnntee.rs ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SUFFRAGE FOR WOMEN. 

The SPEAKER. Tho Chair is apprised that gentlemen from many 
States of the Union desire to present this morning petitions asking 
a constitutional amendment prohibiting the several States from dis
franchising citizens on account of sex. The Chair asks unanimous 
consent that such petitions may be presented now. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

Mr. KASSON presented a petition from Janet Strong, R. J. Andrews, 
N. R . .Allen, and others-226 men and 449 women-675 citizens of the 
State m Iowa, asking for a sixteenth amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States prohibiting the several States from disfranchis
ing United States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KASSON. These petitions are all alike in form, I suggest that 
one of them be read. It occupi~ but four lines in print. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
To tAe Slmat6 and House of RcprP.stmtativu in Oonfll'e88 assembled: 

The undersigned citizens of the United States, residents of the State of Iow!l, 
earnestly pray yonr honorable bodies to adopt measures for so amending the Con
stitution as to prohi.,it the several States from disfranchising United States citizens 
ou account of sex. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inform thegentlemanfromiowa.[Mr. KAs
SON] that the Committee on the Judiciary have already agreed tore-· 
port a bill providing for the admission of women to pra{ltice in the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. KASSON. That is a different subject-matter. 
Mr. BANKS presented a petition of Mrs . .A. G. Riddle, R. J. Meigs 

Frederick Douglass, Mary F. Foster, and others-310 l!len and 438 
women-748 citizens of the District of Columbia, asking for a six
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibit
ing the several States from disfranchising United States citizens on 
account of sex; which was referred to the Committee on the Jndi-

ciaMr'IY• LYNDE t d tit' f . il . rt fr L • . I . presen e a pe 1on o sun ar 1mpo om aVIDia 
Goodell, Mathilde Franceske Anneke, Carl Doerflinger, and others-
213 men and 264 women-477 citizens of the State of Wisconsin; which 
was refeiTed to the Committee on the J ndiciary. 

Mr. LAWRENCE presented a petition of similar import from Sara 
Langdon Williams, Richard Mott, and others-403 men and 425 
women-828 citizens of the State of Ohio; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, presented a petition of similar import from 
Phrebe W. Couzzens, Mary L. Fordham, James S. Watts, and others-
132 men and 106 women-238 citizens of the State of Missouri; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, presented a petition of similar im
port from Caroline H. Barr, Elizabeth S. Preston, E. A. Barrett, and 
others-7 men and 15 women-22 citizens of the State of New Hamp
shire; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. COX presented a petition of similarimportfrom Lillie Devereaux 
Blake, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Mrs. E. P. Miller, M. D., and others-370 
men and 487 women-857 citizens of the Stato of New York; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HENDEE presented a petition of similar import from Sarah M. 
Lynde, S.H. Edwards, and others-3menand 7 women-10 citizens of 
the State of Vermont; which waa referred to the Committee on the 
·Judiciary. · 

Mr. LUTTRELL presented a petition of similar import from Eliza
beth Schenck, ~irs. C. C. Calhoun, and others-94 women and 108 
men-202 citizens of the State of California; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. STRAIT p1·esented a petition of similar import from Sarah 
Burger Stearns, Susan C. Burger, and others-37 men and 25 women-
62 citizens of the State of :Minnesota; wp.ich was refen-ed to the Com
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W ~NER presented a petition of similar import from Rev. 
Olympia Brown, R.N. Bushnell, and others-41 men and 23 women-
64 citizens of the State of Connecticut; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BROWN, of Kansas, presented a petition of simila,rimport from 
Elsie Stewart, J.D. McClure, Lucy B. Armstrong, and others-90 men 
and 109 women-199 citizens of the State of Kansas; which was re
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of New Jersey, presented the petition of Lucinda 
B. Chandler, Sara H. Hurn, Charles Butler, and others-66 men and 136 
women-202 citizens of the State of New Jersey, asking for a sixteenth 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising United States citizens on account 
of sex; which waa referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOAR, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of Julie 
B. Hunt, E. S. Hammond, A. P. Lillie, and others-76 men and 127 
women-203 citizens of the State of Massachusetls, asking for a 
sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States pro
hibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citi
zens on account of sex; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

1r1r. HALE, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of Lucy A. 
Snow, 0. S. Hix, arid others-52 men and 76 women-128 citizens of 
the State of Maine, asking for a sixteenth amendment to the Co!l
stitution of the United States prohibiting the several States from dis
franchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was re
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOLMAN, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of 
EdwardS. Pope, Jesse W. Weill, Mrs. J. H. Parker and others-43 
men and 35 women-78 citizens of the State of Indj.ang,, asking for a 
sixteenth a-nendment to the Constitution of the United States pro
hibiting the several States from disfranchising United States citizens 
on account of sex i which was referred to the Committee on the Judi
ciary. I 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, a similar petition to those already 
presented has been left at the desk of my colleaane [Mr. MoRRISON] 
who is absent from the city on the business of the Honse, and there 
being no objection I will present it in his behalf. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SPRINGER, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of 

Clara Lyon Peters, Hannah Coffee, L. F. Sawyer, and others~240men 
and 339 women-579 citizens of the State of Illinois, asking for a six
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohib
iting the several States from disfranchising United States citizens 
on account of .sex; which was referred to the Committ-ee on the Ju
diciary. 
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l\1r. LAPHAM, l)y unanimous consent, presented the petition of 
Henry R Scltlcn, Hell-\n ~1. Loder, l\fary A. Ca.Ikins, MaryS . .Anthony, 
ar11l othcrs-21() men and 385 women-(i01 citizens of the State of New 
York, a~:~king for a sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
Uuit.cd State.~ prohiLit.ing the severhl States from disfranchising 
Uuitetl States citizens on account of sex; wltich was referred to the 
Comwittee ou the J udieiary. 

Mr. MORGAN, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of 
Aunie U.lrwin, Charlotte CurtiR, VirgiJ)ia W.l\lason, and others-62 
rueu and 88 w.m1en-1W citizens of the State of Missouri, asking for a. 
sixteenth amendment to the Coustit.ution of the United States pro
hibiting the several States from disfranchi8iug United States citizens 
on account of sex; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. 1\NOTT, by unanimons consent, presented the petition of Ann 
L. Quinby~ Warren Smith, and 9G other citizens-35 men and 61 
women-asking a sixteenth amendment to t!Je Constitution of the 
United States prohiiJiting the several States from disfrauchisiug 
Unitetl States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. -

Mr. FENN, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of .Alida. 
C . .Avery, N. ,V. Smith, an<lothers-15 men and 12 wornen-27 citizens 
of tho State of Colorado, asking for a sixteenth amendment to t!Je 
Constitution of the Unite(l States prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex; which was 
referrecl to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

REPEAL OF WAR TAXES UPO.N BAl<-"'KS. 

Mr. CONGER, by unanimo!ls consent., presented the petition of W. 
L. Bancroft, Henry Howard, and 118 citizens of Saint Clair County, 
Michigan, praying fnr the repeal of the war taxes upon banks and 

' banking capital in the Unit.e<l States; which was referred to the Com
mittee on llauking and Cnrrcncy. 

CHEAP TELEGRAPHI~G. 

:Mr. WAIT, by unanimous consent. presented the petition of C. 
Hnnt U.lHl nothers, citizens of ConnectitJnt,askingforcheaptelegraph
iug; w!Jich was referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

MR. ORTO~ DISCHARGED FROM: CUSTODY. 

Mr HUNTON. I am directed by the Committee on the Judiciary 
to report to the Honse tile followiug resolution. 

The Clerk read a.s follows: 
R~olved, That \'villia.m Orl~n. now held in custody by the Sergeant-at-Arms of 

this House, ue discl1arged from IS3id custody. 

Mr. HUNTON. I ask to have the report of the committee which 
accompanies that resolution rea.d for the i.nformation of the House. 
It is very short. 

The Cleak read as follows: 
That they find from the proof before them that at the time and since the service 

of the suuprena upon him the condition of Mr. Orton'li health has heen sue h that 
it woul1l have probably im~eriled his life or at le:1lit po>~tponetl his recovery, to 
have ma1le the journey to the city of Nuw Ot·lea.M when he was requestetl to ap
pear; aull thatfo1· that reason heshouhl nut he het.l in contempt for failing to make 
hifl personal appearance at the time and place desig-na.tetl. 

It fu rther appears that at the time of tho service of the snbpama upon him, and 
siucn, l\Ir Ort~n has not had actual posses.;ion of the di8patches demanded with 
tile p1·esent capacity to produce them so a.'! to b1·ing him within the rule laill down 
bv Lord E!Lenboron)!h in Amuy vs. Lo:1g, 9 East, 413, indo1·sed by the Rouse in the 
t·t~cent matter of E. W. Barn.es. They therefore recommend that said Orton btl lhs
charg'ed from custody. 

Mr. HUNTO.N. I now demand the previous question on the.a(lop
tion of the resolut.iou. 

Tho previous queRtion was se.conded and the main question or
df>red ; and under lihe operation thereof the resolution wa.'l atlopted. 

Mr. HUNTO.N moved to reconsider the vote !Jy which the re.<~olu
tiou was a-dopted; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
tue ta.ble . . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

RlVAL GOVER~ME~TS L.~ LOUISIA~A.. 

Mr. ELLIS. I ask unanimous consent to offer for reference to 
the Committee on the Judiciary a resolution, asking from the Presi
dent all information in regard to the rival governments in Louisi
aua. 

Mr. HURLBUT. Not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 
Tlte SPEAKER. Under the rules, anytlliug t!Jat comes iu by 

unanimons consent cannot be brought uack on a motion to reconsider. 
There being no objection, the reso .ntion .was referred to the Com

mittee on the Judiciary. 
PORTNJm & RICKJi~R. 

Mr. BLISS, by unanimous oonsent, introd.nced a bill (H. R. No. 
44()1) for the · relief of Portner & Ricker, of .Alexandria, Virginia.; 
which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Mea.ns, and ordereu to be printed. 

to courts in .Arka.nsa.~ and other States, with a House amendment, and 
movecl that the House recede from its muendment. 

Tho motion was agreed to. 
.Mr. McCRARY moved to reconsider the Yote bv which the Honse 

receded from its amendment to the bill; and also moved that the mo
tion to reconsider be laill on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
JOHN W L. MATLOCK. 

Mr. LANDERS, of Indiana, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 44G2) to refund to John W. L.l\1atlock, of In<lianapolis, In
diaua, th~ sum of $754.55, wrongfully collected from him by the col
lector of internal revenue of Clarl( County, Imliana., :March 24, 1A66, 
with interest on the same from tltat. date; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or
"Uere.d to be printetl. 

PAY OF CLERK OF COMMITTEE. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, hy unanimous consent, submitted the following res
olution; which was reaa and referred to the Committee on .Appropri
ations: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Appropriations inquire into the propriety of 
pasing the salary to the clerk of the ~el~ct Committee to InvestiJ,:ate the Fl'eed
man's Savings antl Trust Company at the same rate of pay and in the same manner 
as other committee-clerks of this House. 

ELIZABETH CARSO~. 

Mr. JOHN REILLY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee 
on Military Atl'airs, 1·eported hack the bill (S. No. 973) for the relief 
of Elizabeth Carson; and the committee was discharged from the fur
ther consideration of the same, and it was referrell-to the Commtt.tee 
on War Claims, not to be brought back on a motion to recousider. 

JOHN MILLER. 

Mr. W .ATTERSON, by unanimous consent, int-roduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 4463) for the relief of John Miller, of Bonrbou County, Kentucky; 
which was read a, first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JOliN S. LOGAN AND W. L. SHADWICK. 

. .Mr. BRIGHT, by unanimous consent, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back the bill (S. No. i;90) for the relief of JohnS. Logan an<l 
W. L. Shadwick; and the committee was discharged from the fur
ther considemtion of the same, and it was referred to the Committee 
ou War Claims, uot to be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 

DANIEL LEWIS. 

Mr. CLYMER, by unanimous consent, submitted a resolution au
thorizing the payweut of Daniel Lewis for services rendered in the 
Doorkeeper's department; which was referred to the Committee on 
.Accounts. 

COYSTITUTIONAL Al'tiENDME~TS-WOliAN SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. EAMES, by unanimous consent, presented the petition of Cath
arine Cornell Knowles, John C. Nichols, and others-56 men antl 70 
women-126 citizeus of the State of Rhode It'land, asking for a six
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibit
ing the seveml States from disfranchising United States cit.izens ou 
account of sex; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi
ciary. 

A. P. FRICK. 

Mr. S~fiTH, of Pennsylvania.: by unanimous consent, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 4464) to authorize the President of the United States 
to appoint .A. P. Frick an assistant. surgeon in the United States Army; 
which was read a first aml second time, referred to the Committee on 
~iilitary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JACKSO~ T. SORRELLS. 

Mr. V .ANCE of North C:1rolina-, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 4465) for the relief of Jackson T. Sorrells, of North 
Carolina; w!Jich was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

FEES OF ATTOR~EYS AND CLAIM AGENTS. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reportefl a 
bill (H. R. No. 4466) to regul;:t,te the fees of attorneys and claim ageuts 
in certain cases and to amend sections 4768, 47o5~ and 4786 of t!Je Re
vised Statutes; which was read a first ancl second time, recommitted 
to the Committee on Iuvalicl Pensions, aJ?(l ordered to be printed. 

THEODORE TEED. 

Mr. HUNTON, by una.nimous consent introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
4467) for the relief of Theodore Teefl; which was read a fin;t and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ORDER OF DUSINESS. 

Mr. PAGE. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regr.1lar order being ca1led, the morning hour 

begins at twenty minutes to one o'clock, nml the l.msincss of the morn
ing hour, this being Friday, is the call of committees for reports of a. 

COURTS IY ARKANSAS AXD OTHER STATES. private nature. 
Mr. McCRARY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the WILLIA:U TABB. 

Jndiciary, reported back the bill (S. No: 155) to amend section~ 5:33, l\lr. WILSO~, of Iowa. from the CommittPe on War Claims, ro-
556, ti71, and 572 of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating ported a bill (H. R. No. 44tiS) for the relief of William Tabb; of Spot-

V-48 
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sylvania, Vir~iuia; which was read n. fi;-;t aml second time, r~ferred 
to tue Commit-tee of the Whole on the Pr1vate Caleu<lar, and, wlih the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

PniVATE LAXD CLAI:'IiS IN XEW 1\IF.XICO. 

Mr. JOYCE from the Committee on Private Land Claims, reporterl 
back with a'favorahle rccomrucu<la.tion, the !Jill (H. R. No. 3112) 

·to co~ firm a. prh·ate land claim io the Tcrritory 'of New Mexico; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Ca.l~ndar, 
and the accompanyinO' report ordered to be printed. 

1\fr. JOYCE also, fr~m the same committee, reported a bill (H. R. 
No. 4469) to confirm private land claims _in the Territory of.New Me_x
ico · which was read a first a.nd second tlme, referred to the Commit
tee 'of the Whole on the Private Calendar, a.nd, with the accompany
ing report, ordered to be pl'inted. 

CHARLES E. HEDGES. • 

1\fr. BOONE. I am directed by the Committee on Indian Affairs to 
report back, with tt fayora,ble !'ecommendation, Se_nat~ bill No. 294, 
for the relief of Charles E. Hcoges. I ask that th1s lnll may l>e put 
npou its passa.g.e at this time. . . . . . 

The SPEAKER. Tile bill w1ll be read, after which objectwns mll 
be in order. 

The l>ill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Charles E. 
Hedges $11 1329, in full payment fo; supplie~ furnished by ~irn to the 
Yankton ludia.ns at the request of the Umted States Iudmn agent, 
to prevent sta.rvt~tion among said. Indiaus during tl.te wiuter of 1cl66 
and 18o7 as found hy tho Interior Department and reported to Con
gress .Ja~nary 17, 1871, said sn~ ~o be re-imlmrsed to tlle Treasury ?f 
t.he United States out of anumttes tlue and to become due to smd 
Intlia.ns. 

1\Ir. ATKINS. That bill makes an a.ppropriation. Is it not reqnire<l 
by the rule that i"t shonl(l receive its first consideration in Commit
tee of the Whole! 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make that point of order! 
l\fr. ATKINS. I do. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of orcler. 
The bill was accoruinrrlv referre<l to the Committe of the Whole on 

the Pri Yate Calenuar. "' w 

JOHN W. SKILES. 

Mr. BANNING, from the Committee on Military .A.ITairs, reporte(l 
back the bill (H. RNo. 44ll)for the relief of John W. SkilcR, and IDO\'ed 
tha.t the committee be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be refer.red to the Committee on War Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. JOHN REILLY, from the Committee on Military .Affairs, re
ported adversely 1;1pon the following; which were laid upon the table, 
and the accompa.oyiug renorts ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. No. 2795) for a.n appropriation to repair the military 
bridge over the Big Sioux River, near Sioux Cit.y, in tho State of Iowa; 
and 

A joint re:-olntion (H. R. No. 17) to correct the Army records and 
registry of Lieutenant George D. Hill. 

DISPOSITION OF ~ITED STATES TROOPS. 

Mr. JOHN REILLY. I am directed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs to report for consicleration and adoption at this tim~ the res
olution ·which I send to tho Clerk's desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Re1olved That the CommitteP. on Military Affair~ be, and thry are hereby, directed 

to inquire 'anu report to this House what, if any, r cmo,·als aro now being mado of 
arms aml munitions of war from ar.-euals in one sPctiou of tho conutr.v to anot~er ; 
tho object and rea on thereof; the present strvn6'1h allllloratiun ?f ~be troops o~ U10 
United Statc8 Anny; what chan~es, if any, ha\"e been made WJtlnn tho l~st ~xt.y 
days of tbo~e troops; lww many, if nny, have been w11hllra-wn ~r·om tho f~-ont•er; 
also if the frontier i8 left witi.J a :--uffiuieut uumbcr of troop~ for 1ts p1-otectton ; the 
number of troops located in anu urouncl Wa.~bill~ton: tho object of cull~c~in;: troops 
hero; by whoso order tho changes of locntwu of t_h e troops ami mumtions of war 
havo been and are being maue; and that thu couumttee bavo powet· to send fur per· 
aons and p:..pcrs. 

.Mr. HURLBUT. I rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will sta.to his point of orcler. 
Mr. HURLBUT. My point of order is that dnring the call of com

mittees for reports of a priYate nature this resolution is not in order. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point of oruer, and the 

resolution is not before the House. 

WILLIAl'of A. R'CCKER. 

Mr. THORNBURGH, from the Committee on Milita.ry Affairs, re
ported a b1ll (H. R. No. 4470) for t~erclief.of Will!a.rn A. Ruc~er, late 
seconcl lieutenant Company ll, Third Rc}.pment Nort.b Carolma Vol
unteers; wllicb was read a first a11d second time, referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole on the Privn.te. Calendar, an<.l, with tlte accom
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. THORNBURGH. I am directed bv the Committee on ~Hlitary 
.A.fl'airs, to whom were referred suntlry petitions and also a bill, tore
port them back and ask that the committee bo discharged from tlleir 
fnrther consideration, anu that they be laid upon the table, provision 
having been made in other bills for the purpose: 

Accordingly the committee were discha.rged from the further con
sideration of the following, and they were lnid on the ta.ble: 

A bi1l (S. No. 1008) to increase the efficiency of the cava.lry force 
in the Rnppression of Sionx Indian ho!;tilitil:ls; and 

Snn<1ry pe titions for the passage of a soldiers' bonnty-land law. 
.Mr. STRAIT, from t.he Committee on Military Affairs, reported back 

adversely tbe following resolutions, bills, petitions, &c.; which Wt:}re 
severally laid on the tal>le, and the accompanying reports ordere<l to 
be printed: 

Resolution relative to ordering troops from Fort Union to Colfax, 
New Mexico; · 

A bi 11 (H. R. No. 4353) for the relief of Peter D. Ranke, la.te private 
of Company C, Fourteenth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry Volun-
teers; . 

Pet,ition ofT. Worthington, late colonel Forty-sixth OLio Infantry 
Volunteers, for investigation into the charges on which he was dis
missed t.he volunteer service; 

Petition of William K. Griffith, for adclitiona,l bounty; 
Claim of Johns, Horner, one of the heirs of Dr. Gustavus B. Horner, 

of the revolutinnary war; · 
A bill (H. R. No. 412) for the relief of Chn.rles Edwa.rds: 
A bill (H. R. No. 2574) for the relief o.f Louisa G. Chandler; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2990) for the relief of .Mrs. Mary J. Eduy; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2413) for the relief of Rufus Ro s; 
A bill (II. R. No. 3153) for the n·lief of Joseph W. Parish; 
A bi.l (H. R. No. 1~62) for the relief of Mary A. Silvey; 
A bill (H. R. No.159) for the relief of Samuel J. Hanway; 
A bill fH. R. No. 3554) for the relief of Willi:tm L. Leuan, late first 

lieutenm;t, Company ll, Thirty-eighth Intli:wa Voluuteers; 
A bill (H. R. No. 208fl ) for the relief of Samuel Coday;_ . 
A bill (H. R. No. :3G47) to remove the charge of desertiOn agam~t 

Hnrman Colley; 
A bill (H. R·. No. 4225) for the relief of Peter W. Taylor, late lieu

tenant-colonel Fortieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer C;wall'Yi 
A bill (H. R. No. 2538) for the relief of John llowles, late lieuten

a.nt-colonel Sevt'nty-ninth Regiment United States Colored Troops; 
Petition of Robert K. Byrd, late colonel First Regiment Tennessee 

Infantry Voluntrers, asking pay fo~ a. hor. e lo:)t in the service; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1732) for the relief of John Chandler; and . 
A petition of Charles Upson, with proposed aruen<lmeut,concernmg 

the law affecting the organization of the Army. 

IIENRY SD10NS. 

Mr. STRAIT, from the sa.me committee, reportetl back, with a rec
ommendation that it pass, the bill (H. H. No. 2234) for the relief of 
Henry Simons, late private in Company D, Fourth Rcgilllent Iowa 
Infantry Volunteers. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pa.y, ont of any money not otherwise appropriater1, to 
Henry Simons, late private iu Company D, Fourth Regimoot Iowa. In
fantry Volunteers, $100 as bonnty due for enlistment under the proc
lamation of the President of .May 3, 18Gl, aml tbeorderefrom the War 
Dt<part.ment issued in pursuance thereof, he having subsequently boon 
honorably discharged. . . . 

The bill was ordered to be en~rossed and read a. thu·d time; and 1t 
was accordingly read the thiru time, and passed. 

Mr. STRAIT moved to reconsider the vote by which t.he bill was 
passed ; anti also moved that the motion to reconsider l>e la.id on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

RICHARD H. niR:\U:.'\GHAl\1. 

1\fr. COOK, from the same committee, reporterl back tho petition of 
Ricllartl H. Birmingham, for bounty, and moved that tbe committee 
be disch:uged from its further consideration, and that it l>e referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pension~:~. 

The motion was agreed to. 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. COOK also, from the same commit.tee, reported back a.dversely 
tho following uil1s; which were severally la.id on the table, and the 
accompanvin(J' reports ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. 1~. No. 759) for the relief of William Shelton and Wiley 
Ga~nell; 

A bill (H. R. No. 213) to fix the br~vet and real rank of officers of 
the rerrular a.ncl volunteer Army, and for other purposes; 

A bUl (H. R. No. 70)for the relief of Jacob Dice, of Fountain County, 
Indiana; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 4256) for the relief of A .. W. Greely, Fifth Cavalq. 

DR. GEORGE l\f'COY. 

Mr. nANNING, from the same committee, reporte(l back the petition 
of Dr. George McCoy, acting assistant surgeon United States Army, 
for a pension on account of disability incurred in the line of his dnty, 
and moved tt'1at the committee be. clischarged from its further consid
eration ancl that it be referred to the Committee on Inva.lid Pensions. 

The motion was agreecl to . 

LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF JOIDi W. GALL. 

Ur. JOHN REILLY, from the same committee, reported back ad
vm-sely a bill of the following title; which, with an amendment of 



1877. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 755 
ihe Sen{lte thereto, was laid on the tal>lo, and the accompanyjng re
port orllerc(l to be printed : 

A bill (H. R No. 26;t) for tho relief of tho legal representatives of 
Jolm W. Q;tll, deceased, late of Comp;tny A, Uue hundred and tllir
tieth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

DAHLGRC~ CLAL\1. 

Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Naval Affa.irs, reported as 
a substitute for House bill No. 975 a bill (ll. R. No. 4471) author
izing the settlement of tho claim of the estate of the l:tte Rear-Ad
miral John A. Dahlgren; which was read a fir~:~t aud second time, rc
fen·etl to the Committee of tbe Whole on the Private Calendar, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

FREDERICK R. 8:\fiTH. 

Mr. WILLIS, from the same committee, reported back a bill (H. 
R. No. 4335) for the relief of Frederick R. Smith, with the recom
mendation that it do pass; and the same was referred to the Com
mittee of tho Whole on the Private Calendar, and, wit.h the accom
panying report, ordered to be print-ed. 

WILLIAM II. CORXELL. 

Mr. WILLIS also, from the same comittee, reported back adver"e1y 
a bill (H. R. No. 2~:22) for the relief of William H. Cornell, Jate act
ing third assistant engineer of the Uuited States steamer Winne
bago; and the same was laid on the table, and the accompanying re
port ordered to be printed. 

ADVRRSE REPORTS. 

Mr. BURLEIGH, from the same committee, reported back au
versely in the following cases; which were ]aiel on the table: 

A bill (H. R. No. 2553) for the relief of RnfilS P. Tryon, surgeon 
United States Navy; 

A bill (H. R. No. 32.14) to restore William J. Montgomery, late first 
assistant engineer United States Nayy, to t.he active list of the Navy; 

A bill (H. R. No.1 29) for the relief of Alexander H. Wallis, George 
Russell, and Henry Ru sell; 

A bjll (H. R. No. Z>78) to require the construction of paymasters' 
offices on all naval ve sels ; and 

The memorial of J. W. Ga-rdner, passed assistant engineer in the 
Uuited States Navy, praying that his pay in his present grade may 
commence at the time the vn.cancy occurs to which he was promoted. 

NAVAL OFFICERS ALLOWED TO ACCEPT DECORATIOXS. 

Mr. BURLEIGH alAo, from the same committee, reported back a 
joint resolution (S. R. No.4) authorizing Captain Temple and Lieu
tenant-Commander Wbiting, of the Navy, to accept a decoration from 
the King of the Hawaiian Islands, with the recommendation that it 
do puss. 

TJJe joint resolution anthorizes Captain ·william G. Temple aml 
Lieutenant-Commander William H. Wllitiu.~, of t.be United States 
Navy, to accept the cross of officers of the Order of Kamellameha I, 
conferred upon them by the King of the Hawaiian Is1ands as evidence 
of His Majesty's appreciation of those officers in r.onnectwn with his 
visit to Washington, District of Columbia. 

Mr. BURLEIGH demanded the previous question. 
Mr. KASSON. May I ask whether this involves a title or not; 

wbether in accepting this cross of officers of the Order of King Kame
hameha they also accept titles 'f If it does involve the acceptance of 
a titlfl, I caunot support the bill. 

Mr. BURLEIGH. It is merely, as I understand, a medal of honor. 
The Honse divided; and there were-ayes 31, noes 12; no quorum 

voting. 
Mr. BLAND demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. BuRLEIGH and Mr. BLAND were ap-

pointed. 
The House again diviued: and the tellers reported-ayes 92, noes 60. 
So the previous question wu.s seconded. 
The main question was ordered to be now put; and under the 

operation thereof the joint resolution was ordered to a third reading, 
and it was accordingly read tbe t.hird time. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I should like t-o ask what active services these 
officers of the Navy did to this King of the Hawaiiau Islands f 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. O'BRIEN demanded the yeas and nays on tho passage of the 

joint resolution. 
The House divided; and there were-n.yes 21, noes 125. 
So (one-fifth of those present not having voted in the affirmative,) 

tbe yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. BLAND demanded a division on the passage of the joint reso-

lution. 
The Honse divided; and there were-ayes 108, noes 42. 
So the joint resolution was passed. 
Mr. BURLEIGH movecl to recousi(Jer the vote by which the joint 

l'I'~Solution was adopted, and also moved that the motion to recom;idcr 
bo ]aid on the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This is so ridiculous a proposition tha.t I must de
mand the yeas and nays on the motion to lny upon the table, so we 
may have a record. · 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Tho question was taken; and it wns d<'cided in the affirmati\'C

yeaq 112, nays_106, not voting 71; as follows: 

YEAS-Messrs. Adams, Ba~by, William H. Baker, BankR, llliss, Bradley, Bur· 
leigh, Carr, Caswell, Conger. Cox. Crapo. Davis. Davy, Denison, Dibroll, Dobbins, 
Dum1ell. Durham, Eamc~. Etlcn. Evan~. }'lye, Fort, Franklin . . Fryc,Gartiold,Gausc, 
Goode, Goodin, Gunter, Hale, liancock. Dcuja.min W. Han-is. Haymond, Ucmloe, 
Hcnrlen!On, Hoar, Hoge, llooker, Hoskins, llnhbell, lluutcr, llyman, Frrml{ Jones, 
Joyce, Kchr, Kimball, Lamar. Franklin Lanclers, Geor~e "M. Landen;, Lapham, 
Lawreuce, Leavenworth. Levy, Luttrell, M.ac1ey, Magoon, .MacDou~all, .McDill, 
McFarlanrl, Men.de, Miller. Morgan, Neal. O<lell. O'Xcill, Pierce, Plaisted, Platt, 
Powell. Pratt, Purman, Rainey, Reagan, John Reilly, John Robbins, Roberts, Rob
inson. Rosk, Sampson, Rchu'ma!{cr, Sheaklcy, Singleton. Sinnickson, Slemons, 
Smalls. A. He1T Smith, Stanton, Strait, Stenger, Stevenson, Stone, Terry, Thomp
~>On, Throckmorton, M:u·tin l. Townsend, 'l'uruey, Van Vorhcs, Robert B. Vance, 
Waldron. Charles C. "B. Walker. Gilbert C. Walker, ErMtns Wells, W!Jitthorno, 
Wike, William B. Williams, Willis, Wilshire, James Wilson, FerllllJldo Wood, antl 
Yeates-l12. 

NAYS-Messrs. Ainsworth, Aflhe. Da1Iou. llell, Blair, Bland, :Bl01mt, Boono, 
Bratlfonl, Dright, John Young llrown, William R Browu, Buckner. Horatio C. 
Bw·char!l. Sarunel D. Burchard, Cabell. John U. Galdwell, William P. Caluwcll, 
Campbell, Candler, Cannon, Ca.te, Caulfield, ClL'tpin, Chittenden, Jolm B. Clarku 
of Kentucky. John D. Clark. jr .. of ~1issouri. Cocb1-ane, Collins, Cook. Cowan. Cu 1-
tl>erson. Cutler, De Bolt, Dou~las, Felton, Finley, l<'ornoy, Andrew IT. llamiltou, 
Robert Hamilton, Henry R. lian-is. Ha!Tison. Hartrirlge. IIartzPll, Hatcher, llenkll', 
AbramS. HeWitt, Gol~sruitb W. Hewitt. llolman, Hopkins, HumpbroyR, Hunton, 
llurlbtlt, Thomas L .. foues, KaRson, KP-lley, Kuott, Le Moyne, Lynde, Maish, Mc
Mahon, Metcalfe, .Millikeu, Mills, Mutchler, New. O'Brien, Oli"\"er, Packer, John I?. 
l'l.Jilips, Piprr, Poppleton, Potter, Rt•a, Riel', Riflc.lle, William M. RolJbinR, Sa .ago, · 
Scales, Schleicher, Seelye. William E. Smith, Southard, Sparks, Springer, 'rarbox, 
Thomas, Thorubur~h, Tnclwr, Tufts, John L. Vance, Wadde!l, Wn.it, John W. 
W allace, Walsh,Warnm·, WmTen. Watterson, Willard, Alpheus S. Williams, Charles 
G. Williams, Jeremiah N.Williams, .Denjamin Wilson, Alan Wood,jr.,Woodwortl.J, 
antl Yonng-100. . . 

NOT VOTIXG-Messrn. Abbott, Anderson, Atkins, George A. Dagley, John II. 
llagle:v, jr .. John H. Baker, Banninrr, Bass, Beebo, Blackbmn, Cason, Clvtm·r, 
Cromi~e. Danford, Dan·all, Dnr·anrl, Egbert, Ellis. Faulb.-ner . .Fitlltl, Foster, "Free
man, Fuller, Gibson, Glover, Hamlsou, Har<leuuer_gh, John T. Ranis, llathorn, 
Hays, llcreford. Hill, House, Hnr.-1, Jenks. King, Lan<'. Lewis. Lord, L.mch, Mc
Cmry, Money, Monroe. Morrison, Nash, Norton, Page, Payne, Phelps, \Villiam A. 
Phillips. JameR B. Reilly, Miles Ross, Snhieski Tio~s. Sa_rler, Stephens, Stowell. 
Swann. Teese, Wasl1ington Townsend, Alexander S. \Vallace. Walling. Ward. G. 
Wiley Wells. Wheeler, White, Whitehmu~e, Whiting, Wigginton, Andrew Will
iams, James Williams. and Woodburn-71. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on tbe table. 
During the roll-call, 
Mr. WELLS, of Missouri, stated that his colleague, Mr. GLOVER, 

was confined to his room by sickness. 
The result of the vote was then announced a.s above recorded. 

.MESSAGE FRO:U THE PI:ESIDE~T. 

A message, in writing, from tho President of t!Je United States was 
communicated to the H<,mse by Mr. 8-:mFFE~, one of his secretn.ries, 
who further announced that the President had approved and signed 
bills of tlJe following titles: 

A bill (H. R. No. 4281) to amend an act entitled "An act authoriz
ing the repavement of PeuilBylvauia avenue," and the act amendatory 
thereof; 

An act (H. R. No. 4120) mak'ng appropriations for the payment of 
in valiu aud other penoioners of the U nite<l States for the year ending 
June 30, 187/j; and 

An a.ct (H. R. No. 1237) for the relief of Benjamin F. Reynolds. 
ORDER OF BU8Th"'ESS. 

Mr. BRIGHT and Mr. WELLS addressed tbe chnir. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the House resolve it-self into Commit

tee of the Whole on tho Private Calendar. 
The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman from :Mis

souri riseT 
Mr. WELLS, of Missouri. I desire to move that the Honse resolve 

itself into Committe of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
to consider the Indian appropriation bill. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AA-IENDME~T-WO:\fAl.~ SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. KELLEY. Pending those motions, I ask unn.nimous consent to 
present the petition of Caroline S. Broomall and others-249 men and 
:H4 women-563 citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, asking for a 
sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States pro
hibiting the several States from disfranchising Unite<l States citizens 
on account of sex, for reference to the Committee on the Jndicia:ry. 

There was no objection, and the petition was referred to the Com
mittee on the Jncliciary. 

Mr. W. n. WILLIAMS. I ask unanimous consent to present the 
petition of C. U. Church and others-181 men and 248 women-429 
citizens of the State of Michigan, a.·'lking for a sixteenth amenclment 
to t.he Constitution of tbe United States prohiiJL ing the several 
States from disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex, 
for reference to the Committee on the Jndiciary. 

There was no objection, ancl the petition was referred to the Com
mittee ou the Judiciary. 
~Y.CUSANTWIT:NESSES-J. ~IADISO~ WELLS A~""D TIIO:\IAS C. ANDERSO~. 

l\ir. LYNDE. Tho Sergeant-at-Arms is ready to present at the bar 
tbe witnesses arraigned for contempt of tho authori t.y of the House in 
refusing to obey a snbpce:w, of t.he Louisia.nn. committee. ., · 
TheSrmGBAXT-AT-.A.n:us,(Jou~ G. Tao:-.IPso~, csq ,) appeare(latthe 

bar anrl sai<l : · 
1\fr. Speaker, in oberliencoto tbe on1~rs of tbe Honse, I havo arrested 

and have now at the b~\r of the H :mse the witnesses J. Madison \Y ella 
and Thomas C. Anderson, of LoniJiana. 

Tho SPEAKER. The Sergeant-at.-Arms reports that ho bas now 
at tho bar of the House .J. Madison Wells and Thomas C. Andel'Son, 
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of Louisiana, who, L.v a resolution of the House of the 17th of Jan
ar~'. were ordered to be bronght to its bar. 

It is the <lnty of the Chair, Mr. Well.-,, to ask you what excuse yon 
lw.ve to offer for your failure to appear before a cowruit,tee of this 
House sitting in the city of New Orleaus, Louisiana, on tho l2t.h day 
of December, 1876, anll to protlnce before the saitl comruittee certain 
hooks and papers called for in the subpama cluces tec111n duly served 
upou you. It is also the duty of the Cilair, l\Ir . .Anderson, to ask yon 
what excuse yon have to offer for yonr failure to appear before a com
mittee of this Honse sitting in tlw city of New Orleans, Louisiana, 
on the 12t.h day of Deceruber, 1876, and to prodnce before said com
mittee certain books and papers called for in the subpama duces tecwn 
duly served upon you f 

J. MADISON W~<:u..s, (a witness.) I would ask the indulgence ofthe 
Honse until the other members of the board reach here, that we may 
make our answer together, remaining in the custody of the Sergeant-
at-Arms until they arrive. • 

The SPEAKER. The witness J.l\Iadison Wells asks further time 
to make his an~;wer, nntil the arrival of the two remaining members 
of the returning board. 

Mr. LYNDE. Before any action is taken by the Honse, I would ask 
that the otiler witness may answer the interrogatory propounded by 
the Speaker. 

TJI0)1AS C. ANDERSO~, (a witness.) I make the same answer as J. 
M:.ulison 'Vells, and make the sameref}nest. 

Mr. LYNDE. I offer tlle resolution which I send to the desk, and on 
it cull the previous question. 

Resolved, That the report of the Lonisiana. investi"ating committee in r elation to 
tho refusal of J. Madison Wells an•l Thoma.~ U . .Aude1·son to obey a xupama du.ccs 
iP-eum, and the answer of said witnesses jnst made at tho bar of tho Hunse, here
fl'rred to the Judiciary Colllmittee with instructions to report npou the sanw at as 
early a day a!l praclicahle; aml the R:lill.f. Ma•lison Wells and Thomas C . .Ander
son m the mean time to remain in the custody of tile SergcaJlt-at-..A.rms of the Hou~:~e. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask the gentleman from Wisconsin to permit me to 
make a suggestion before ho iusists ou the demand for tho previous 
question. 

Mr. LYNDE. I yield to the gentleman from l\Iassachnsetts. 
Mr. HOA.R. As I nnderstaud it, the witnesses d•,siro to make a 

fnrther ans,Yer concerning the uction of the board of wilich t.lwy a.re 
members when the other memb('fS of that board, who are expt!rted 
d:1ily in Wasbington, arrive. The resolution refers the report of 
the committee and tllis answer to a committee of tllis House with 
directions to · report thereon as early as practicable; the result uf 
which is to refer to the Judiciary Committee the case, wheu tue wit
lJesses at the bar have not macle tlu~ir answer, but desire time to make 
it. I suggest to my frieucl from Wisconsin, therefore, that he should 
aud to his resolution the words ''together with such fnrther auswer 
as tho witnesses may hereafter be permitted to make." 

Mr. LYNDE. I think that is a proper subject for consideration by 
the Committee on the J ndiciary, and I therefore prefer that tbo reso
lution should be adopted as presl·mtcd to the Honse. 

Mr. HOAR. The witnesses have mado no answer; they have made 
a request for 1ime to answer. Tilis resolution refers to the Commit.
teo on the Judiciary the" answer" of the witnessf'S, and directs that 
committee to report upon it. There is no difference in principle, I 
presume, between the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. LYNDE] aud 
myself. 

M.r. LYNDE. I am willing to modify the resolution bystrikingont 
tbe word "answer" and iuserting th~ word" request." 

Mr. HOA.R. Very well; tuat will be sufficient. 
The SPEAKER. If no objection be mud~, the resolution will be 

motlifietl as !i:Uggestctl. 
No objection was made, and the resolution was modified accordingl,v. 
The previous question was seconded an• l the main question ordered ; 

and nmlertheopera.tiou thereoft he resolution, asmo(lifie•l, was allopteu. 
Mr. LYNDE moved to reconsider the vote hy which tile resolution 

was a.dopted; and also muve<l that the mutiun to reconsider Le laid 
on the tn.ble. 

Tue latter motion was agreed to. 

1\IESSAGE FROM TllE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. S'YMPSO~, one of it.s clerks, in

formed the House that the Seuate bad passed with amendments, in 
which ilie concurrence of the House was requested, a bill of tile fol
lowing title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 42!>1) making approprin.tions for the consular and 
d!plomatic serviee of the Goverumeut for the year ending June 30, 
1078, and for other purposes. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. DRIGHT. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. Tile regular order being called for, the Chair will 

state the q uestiuu before t be House. Tl1e gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. lliUGHT] ruoves that the House now resolve itself into Commit
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. Pending that motiou the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. WELLS] moves that the Honse rt!solve 
itself into Committee of tile Whole on the state of the Union, for the 
purpose of considering the Inuian appropriation bill. This bt'in«" 
.Friday, and private-bill day, the questiou will first be taken upon th% 
motion of the gentleman from T.cnnessee, [Mr. BRIGHT,] that motion 
taking precedence on privn.te-bill day. · 

Mr. BUCKNER. Pending that motion, I ask that all oebate in 
Committee of the Whole upon the pending hill, being the hill for the 
relief of the mission of Saint James, in Washington Territory, shall 
be limited to fifteen minutes. 

The motion to limit debate was agreed to. 
The question was then taken upon the motion of Mr. DRIGliT; a11d 

upor a divi~ion there were~ ayes 111, noes 37. 
So the motiun was agreed to. 
The Hont",e accordingly re olved itself into Committee of the Whole 

on the Private Caleu<lar, :Mr . .MILLIKEN in the chair. 

:MISSION OF SAL"'T JAl\IES, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
The CHAIR~\fAN. The Clerk will now report the bill pending when 

tJ1e committeo rose on .Friday last, being the bill (H. R. No. H20) for 
the relief of the mis~:~ion of Saint James, in Wasbington Territory, re
porteu, with :1mendroents, from the Committee on Private Lantl 
Claims. 

The CJerk read as follows: 
Whereas Con~rrss, in the act entitled ".An act to rstablish the tt'ITitori:ll govern

ment of Oregon," pnssrd on the 14th of .August, 1848, provided "that tho title tn the 
land, not ncee!liug Rix hundre•l and forty acres, now occupied as mi•sionary s ta. 
t.ionR among the Indian hibcs in saitl Territory, t.(1gethc1· with tho illlJu·nwrncnts 
thereon, ho confhmerl and cetnblisllf'd in the se>eral religious SI'Cict ies to whil'h 
sai1l missionary snrieties respectinl.) beJou~,' ' and by the act entitled ' '.An net to 
estahlish tho tenitorial !!O>crnment of Wa~<hin~ton,'" rassed on tho 2d of March 
18.)3, provide«!" that tho title to the land, not cx~:ee•ling six hundre<lnnd forty acre~:~: 
now occupied as missionary stations :Uilmlg tho 1mlian triLcR in said Tcrlitur_r, or 
that ruay have bet>n so occupied as missionary ~;tatiulJS pdor to tbe pas~a!!e of the 
act establislling the territorial goverumeut of Oregon. togetht•r with th\• improvo
mcnt'i thereon. he, and is hereby, confirmed and eslahlished to thesovcral n 1li••ious 
societie!l to which said missionary societies rc:.:pectivt·ly uelung; " "' 

..A.ml whereas the honorahle St•netary of the lntmjor, b~· Ids officinl aml flnal !lC· 
cisio.n, nuder <lato of Jan nary 29, 18i2. afto r taking cognizance of tho t. ·stim,.uy aud 
law m tho case, acknowledj!es that a. Catholic mission, called thr mil'sion of :-:aint 
,T~m~s, existed a~ Vauconver,.~enitory of Wash.ington , on tho 14th of .A UJ!USt, 1848, 
wttlnn the meamng and prov1~10n of the aforel'rud acts, and tbat tho ~>~aid mission is 
entitled to whato~.•nr quantity of lanll these acts an· intcndetl to ~~·ant; 

And wher<'as tho intt·ntion of the aforesaid acts is to 1p·ant to t·ac·h missionnry 
Rtation amon!! tho Imlian tTibes iu Oregon and Washington Tcnitorics on tJJol4 th 
of .August, l r'4fl, and 2ll of March, JE53, nspcctively. tho quantity of six huu•lrNl 
awl forty acres of the pu\.Jliu lamlR of the Uuited States, v•bet·o tbiH IJnantity can u~ 
fouml iu compact forn1, Ro as to iuclude the mil".sion impruwments, ot· so inuch of 
said land as ~:an be fo11ncl, not to e:xceell six hundred aml forty acrcd; 

And wherrnH hy onh .. rof the UommiRsioner of 1he G<'neral Laml Oli.ire, elated S(\p. 
tember 2H, 185!>, a survey of ~>aid claim was made. ant a. plat then•of, dated De. 
cember, 1861, approved hy tho SUITe~·or-u-enmal of Wa!<bingtnn 1'enitun· was for· 
wardell, a.ntl is now on filo in tho General Land Office of the Dt'pa.rllllt:nt ~f tho Ju
terim·, such surveypl1cingthemission impJ·o-.elJl(ntsllS nt·artll e ccntcrof the claim 
as possiblo, aml intelfcring with no prior lrgalri~hts: Thm·eforfl, 

LJe i! enl!cted b1J the &nate and lil• 'f!S~ of Represlmtativr~; of tlte Unit I'd States of 
Amenca m Co?Jgress assembled, That 1t 1s hereby made tl1o liuty of the Secrctnry 
of the Intetior, within two monthR after the passage of this act, tn cau e a pateu't 
to he issued for the claim of the ~aint James mission of Washington Territory in 
accordance with the aforesaid vlat of survey, cl:J.tet:l in Decem her, 1861. ' 

The mnendments were to strike out the third paragraph of the 
preamble, and to add to the bill the following: 

Pronided, That nothlng in this act shall operate in any way to affect, impair, or 
defeat any rulverse cJ.a.im to the laud do cribed in said patent. or to any part thereof. 
Audprovided.furthl'r, That the United StateH shall ha-ve tho right to romove there: 
from any pr·operty, huiltlings, or fixtures it may ba.vc tlJOJ·eon. 

The CllA.IRMA.N. By order of the House, all debate upon this bill 
has been limited to fifteen minutes. 

Mr. JACOBS. As this bill a.ppertains to Washington Territory, I 
would like to he l1eanl for a short time in answer to some ar~nmcuts 
malle by the gentleman from l\Iissonri [Mr. BucKNER] wheu tl1i~ bill 
was last under consideration inC 'IDmittee of the Whole. I ~;tated 
on Fritlay last that this bill cover•·« a porti011 of a very imporlant 
military reservation upon the Pacific coast, the most importaitt mili
tary reserYa.tiou uortil of San Fr:mci~:~co. It was intimated by tho 
gentleman from Misson.ri, if not expressly stated by him, that this 
military reservation hacl IJeE>n vacated. I send to tbe Clerk's desk a 
letter from the Secretary of War aud ask t.ho C-lerk to read the por
tions I ha.ve marlwo. 

:Mr. BUCI\.l\}~R. The gentleman is mistaken in saying that I sai<l 
this reservation bad been vacated. What I said was tilat the rigllts 
of the Uuited States could not prevail against the claim~:~ of this mis
sion. 

Mr. JACOBS. I ask the Clerk to read the paper I have sent to his 
uesk. 

The Clerk reau as follows : 
WAR DEPARTIIENT, 

Washington, D. 0., Januar'IJ 17, 1877. 
Srn: In reply to your Jt>tter of t.be 15th instant-, in re~ard to the Fort. V n.ncouver 

milita.r.v. re ervation. in Washington Territory, and tho Snint James Catholic mis· 
sion claim, I have the honor to inform you that the resenation is still occupied as 
a military stntion1 aml is at present tho re~imenwl headqnart~rs of the Twenty
fir t Infantrr, anu companies D E, H, antll of s:lill reo-imcmt are stationed there. 

The rcsor\·ation was intended for six companies. andrmuraces six hundred and 
forty acres, frontin~ twch·e hundred yards on the Columbia River, and extending 
haok about a milo and a. half. It is re:rartled as ono of the most important military 
posts on tiJe Pacific coast., and was valued by the late General Canby at not less 
than s;.ooo,ooo. 

I inclose copy of the opinion of .Assistant Attorney-General W. H. Smith. dated 
January 29, 1 ~72, on tho claim to certain L·mds in WaslunAton Tel'l'itOJ'V lrv tho 
Roman CallJOlic mission of Saint James, copy of the lettorof the Attoruey".Genrral 
approdng: l'ai•l opinion, and copy nf the lct•er of tho Secretary of tho Interior to 
tho Commissioner of the General Land Oliice directing him to carry into efftlct the 
>iowa set forth in tiJe opinion. 

Tho possessory rightR of the Hudson Bay Company coverecl all the land at Fort 
Vancouver antl ' 'iciuity claimed by the missiuu, and hence the Saint James mission 
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coulllnot lla"\"C any title to the l3lld e>en if it were an existing mission under the 
act of l.Jth A11gust, 1848, as the possessory ri~rhts were secured by treaty, and only 
waived in the casu of tllo United States military reservation. 

Lord L~·onl'! (in hi8 letter, iuclos&l in letter of the Secretary of State to the Sec
retary cf War, tlatell May 19, 11?59) sa~·s: "The nnfoumle<l character of this claim 
appears from documents '>f which copies have been laill before Her Majesty's ~ov
orument. * * * Her Ma.jestv's government are confident that the Government 
of the United StatRs will g:iye ·no countenance to this unreasonable pretension on 
the part of the Roman Uatliolic mission." • 

On the 2:>u of Ma~· . 1P5J, Peter :-;keen Ogden, on the part of tbe Hudson Bay 
Company, notified .the sur"\"e.\ or-~reneral of Oregon that no ~uch mission (a.'l'the Samt 
James mission) ever existe1l at Fort Vancouver; tha·t the Catholic church there was 
~ust.'linetl in part by the Iludson Bay Company for their servants. '· Its clerey 
han:~ r68ided here at the sufferance only and by the permission of the company; 
hM·e always been paid by the company ~5CO per annl!m." . . . 

'J'bo IIurlson Bay Company 's title and possessory nghts were aclJmhcated by the 
Briti::;h aml Ame1'kan joint commi&'lion unrlor the treaty nf July 1. 186l. 

Umler section 7 of the act of Septemuer 27, 1850, no claim could attach to land 
selected for a nnlitary post, or within oue mile thereof. 

Your attention is indtell to the decision of the Supr me Court in the case of 
Loun~<1ale et at. vs. Parrish, (21 How:ml. 2!10 :) "Con~rPss passed no law in anywise 
a1lectill)! the title to land in Oregon till September ~7, 1850." 

Very respectfully, your oucdient servant, 
J.D. CAMERON, 

Secretary of War. 
Ron. 0. JACOBS, 

House of Representatives. 

Mr. JACOBS. I sta.ted on Frida.y last thn.t t.he construction uni
formly given to the vroviso in the organic act of Oregon aml Wash
ington Territory by tile courts of Oregon and 9f Washington Territory 
wus that these mi&~ion claims, of wilich many ex.ititeu, were en
titled--

1\lr. llUCKN.ER. I desire to claim the floor. I yiel<led t.o the gen
tleman only for the purpose of having a paper read, and I object to 
his ocP-up~r ing all tbe time allowed for debate. 

:Mr. J ACOHS. I will merely make a. statement, and then I will send 
to the Clerk·'s desk another paper to be read. 

.Mr. FORT. I fear t.he gmttleman from Missouri [l\lr. BUCKNER] 
bas made too short a limit of time. I am surprised tha.t he should 
have proposed, on his owu motiou, to limit uel..tate aud tuen refuse to 
allow any ot.ber gentleman to be beard. 

The CHAIRMAN. That cannot be helped in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. FORT. When the proper time comes I will move that the com
mittee rise in order to extend the time for debate. 

Mr. JACOBS. I would like to conclude my statement, which is 
that the uniform decisions of the courts of Oregon and JV ashiugton 
Territory, and of the Department in Washington, are to the effect 
that these nlissions are entitled to no more land than they actually 
need for mission purposes. I send to the Clerk's desk, and aslr. him 
to read, an opinion of tlw Attorney-General of the United States, 
given at the time, and also a paper in connection with it showing the 
decision of theDep:utment, which opinion and decision arein harmony 
with the statement which I made on Friday last. 

Mr. BUCKNER. If there is any time le'tt I desire to send to tbc 
Clerk's desk to be read the report of the Commissioner of the Land 
Office in 1839, as to tho rights of these missious. · 

The CllAHU1A.J.~. The Chair wonld ask the gentleman upon what 
terms he yielded to the gentleman from Washington Territory f 

Mr. BUCKNER. I yielded to him to hM'e a document read. 
The CHAIH.M.AN. All that, be t1esi.rcs to be read ha.s not yet been 

react Tile Clerk will now read the remaining paper sent up by tile 
gentleman from Washington Territory. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

WMhington, D. 0., JanuanJ 29, 1872. 
Sm: I havo carefully considere(l the nase presented by the claim of the Roman 

Cal-lwlic mission of SaintJ ames at Vancouver, Washingt.on Territ.ory, for six hun
dred all(l f ,rty acres of land, coming up to rour otfico upon appeal from a decision 
of the Commissioner of tho G'Jneral Land 6ffice, of No,eml.>er 10, 18G2, ad\erse to 
the Mid mission, and refmTP><l to me by you for my advice. 1 here,vith submit my 
views upon the several questions of law and facts involved. 

From the facts stated substantially abovo the mission station at Vancouver now 
Clllim nntler the proviso quoted six hundred :J.Dfl forty acres of land, including im
prO\ements thereon. The claim of the mission is oppo8ed by three different inter
ests, as follows: 

First .. The military authorities, in char·ge of the United States military reseiTe 
at Vancouvt'r, a portion of wbjcb. is covered l.>y the claim of the mi;;;sion. 

The recor1l shows that in 1849 the military authorities, theu in Oreg-on, wi1,h the 
consent an<l at the request of tho Hudson Bay Company estal.>lishetl a reserve at 
Vaucou•er. 

For this pnrpo~e a written agreement was entered into between Peter Skeen 
Ogden, on the part of the company, and Rufus In~alls, on the }Jart of the United 
St,ate8, by which tho company agreed to allow the United StatM to take post there 
anrlput up such buildings and occupy such vacant lands as might be necess.'lrv. 

In consequence of tl1is agreement troops W('re stationed at this point. In May, 
1R50, by ortler of General P. F. Smith, under directions from the \Var Doprutm!:'nt, 
Colonel W. W. Lormg, United States Army, dechu·etl. a reserve of four miles 
sqn:u·e. 

On the !lith of October, 1853, in consequence of the passage of the act of F ebruary 
14tl.l of that year, the reserve was reduced by order of the-War Department to six 
humhed an<l lorty acres. 

On this rcflf}.'"\"e the Government erected very valuable improvements, estimated 
at from $200,000 to $1,000,000. 

Sccontl . The widow and heirs-at-law of Amos M. Short, who claims under the act 
of September 27, ltl.30, (9 stat., 498, sec. 4,) six hundred anrl forty acres of land, partly 
covered uy the claim of the mission. 

It is shown that as early as 1844 or 1845 Short made repeated efforts to obtain a 
permanent settlement on tiJe land now claimed bv his widow and heirs; tl.t.at he 
wa.<> twice driven off by the agents of the Hudson Bay Company, and was once 
cjcctetl., under legal process, by one Ettinger; that he finally obtained a. sottlement 

which he maintained until his death in 1853; aml that his family have, since his 
death, continuously reMided on the tra{}t. 

Third. The citizens of the t.own ofVancou'"er, who claim under the town-site vet 
of 18-t4 (5 Rtat. , fi57) the tight to enter a certain tract of lautl situated between the 
claim of Short on the west and the military reservation on the east, and included 
within the dairn of the mission. 
It is showu that at an early day this tract, ha"\"ing been exclnderl by tl1e ordC'r of 

the War Department referred to fmm t.be reserve, and being to the east of the Short 
rlaim, was SE'ttled upon aud occnpied b:r a number of pel'l"Ons. who commenced to 
bui.ld a town, ancl that thm·e were, in 1862, some tht·ce huntlred persons on the 
tract, which, at that time, had been surveyed into blocks and lots. 

* * * * .. * 
Proceeding now tQ the ca!'.e tmrler consirlerntion, I am of opinion that the pro

viso in the first section of the act of 1848 conferred an immelliate vested right 
upon all societies theu within its pro\isions; "That the title to the land .. ~· ~ 
bo confirmed and establisher\" is the lan~na«o. Here is a confirmation of tit.lo, 
immediately, operating ]Jroprio vi!lorefot· the benefit of all who should at that date 
ue ithin its provjsions. This con::;trnction of the Jaw Is the one adopted by Attor
ney-General Bates in his opinion of l\.lay 27. 1864. by the Commissioner of the Gen
eral Land Ofl:ice in his instruction!\ to the Surveyor-General, by SecretaryHatlan 
in• his reYicw of Attorney-General Bates's opinion; anrl, so far as [ know, it has 
never been 3lly,vhere seriously questione(l. The only real questions are, therefore, 
first, who are within its pt"O\isions antl, secoml, what is confirme£11 

First, occupancy as a. mis::;ionary station among the Indians at the date of the 
pas~age of the act to the qualifie.ation prescribed. 

Whenever it is fonnd Utat any religious society h:ul, at the date of the act, a mis· 
siorwry station among any of the_Indiau tribes in said Territory, such Rociety has 
conclusively shown a "\"ested right, as of that date, tmJer the proviso. As to what 
constitutes a "missionary station" among ti..e Indian tlil>es, I shall say more in 
another place. 

Second. What is confirrne.;l to a religiooo society, ::;ltown to be withln tho limits 
of the pro"\"\ so~ In my opiuion, only the lantl actually occupied as a missi.on, and 
which was with reasonable cleamess set forth by specitic uounrlarif':s. to;rether wit It 
all improvements thereon, the amount in no caso to exceerl six hundrell and forty 
acres. This is contrary to the view heretofore entertained uythe Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, who in his instructions to the surveyor-general of OrC'gon 
of August 18, 1853. ::;aifl, •· Snch provision (referria~ to the proviRo] is nmlernt:Oml 
to grant six hmtrlred and forty acres to each separate and distinct misssionary sta
tion refmTed to." 

The wortls of the pro,iso art>, "now occupied a.y mi8.'<ilmar'!] stations." . As noth
ing appears to show that the word "occupied" is here' used in any other than its 
generally received and popular signification, which is that of possession, this mean
ing shoulU be given it. This possession, like any possesMion, must be •lemonstraterl 
in some way by recognir.ed bounrlaries. I would not be untlerstood to say tha.t 
in every ca.~e where land is claim&l under tbi" pro,iso the claimants shoulll bo 
obliged to show an·actual corporeallhlsses.<~ion of all the land claimrd by such evi
dence as having it inclosecl, cultivatm:;r it, buil1ling upon it. or t·he like; but in my 
opinion there must be something to show, with reasonable cet-tainty, the amount 
really claimed at tho date of the net. 

There must be sueh an a::;sertion of the claim as would be notice to anv other 
person attempting to gain possession. An inclosure would of course be the best 
evidence; but I think such inferior evidence ~s the mat·king out of this cl&im by 
stakes, or blazed trees, or the common reputation among the settlers and Imlinns, 
as to its bound~ would be sufficient. 

]'or the charitable purpose of the proviso, I would give the language a most lib
eral construction; but I know of no rule so libeml as to hold lana" occupied" 
which has never been includ&l in 3llY inclosure nor in any asserted claim, and upon 
which no improvemt>.nts have ever been rna1le. I am unable to see bow Commis
sioner Wilson reached t be cone) us ion contained in his instmctions to the surveyor. 
g-eneral. It is, in my opinion, an erroneous constrnction of the proviso; and as 
the qut>stion is now for the first time presented t{) the Department as an indepenrl
rnt proposition, aml a..'i the claim under consideration is the thst of these mission 
claims to be finally dct~rminetl . so far as departuwntal actiou is concerned, I recom
rnentllbat yon give the provi::;o the construction I have laid down. Now to apply 
this constmctiou of the law to I be case uncler consideration. 

On the 14th day of .August, 1848, tho date of th~;~ passa~e of the act. the mission of 
8aiut, James Wa8 in actual posses~ion of a sn::all piece of laml, upon which ba1l bl'l'n 
erected a church in which the plicststhere stationed held religions worship. The 
mission at that tlay barl ne•er assertell any claim whate-ver, had no inclosure, anci 
was t.hereforo only in the occupancy of the l3lld covered by the church edifice and 

• such land aR was ap.pendant to it. This it occupied, in my opinion, as a missionary 
station among the Indians. 

The 80oioty to which said mi~>sion belongs has, therefore, a vested title, under the 
act of 1848, to the land upon wh.ch the church edifice stands and as mnch appur
tenant thereto as at the da.to of the passage of the act waa within the inclosure, or 
used for chw·cb purposes. 

DEPARTMENT OF .TGSTICE, 
Washington, March 2, 1872. 

Sm: I herewith return the opinion of Aesist3llt At-torney-General Smith upon 
the claim of the Roman Catholic mission of Saint James for six hundred and forty 
acrE's of land at Vancouvflr, in Washington Territory. 

I have not examined thll questions of fact discussed and decide<l by hiin, anf 
upon them therrfore exprc~s no opinion. But I have examined and approve his 
"\"iews to the effect that the Land Department of the Government has jurisrlidion 
to detmmine whether or not the said Catholic mission bas acquired title to six hnu
dred an<l forty acre!; or any other quantity of l3lld at, Vancouver, in WasJ1ington 
Territory, undur and by Yirtue of section l, of tho act of August 14, 1868, entitled 
"An act. to estal.>lish tho territorial government of Oregon." . 

What effe.ct the decision is to have ifjntlicially questioned, the courts will decide 
for themselves. 

Very rcspectfttlly, 

Hon. COLUMBUS DELANO, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

GEO. H. WILLIAMS, 
Attorney-General. 

DEL'ARTlfi~:.T OF TllE I.XTERTOR, 
Washington, D. 0., March I J, 1872. 

Sm: I transmit herowith a ropy of the opinion of Hon. Walter H . Smit.h, Assist
ant .Attomer-Gcneral, of 29th January last, on the claim of the Roman Catholic 
mission of Saint James to certain lands in the Vancou•er district·, Washington 
Territory, under tl:le act. of 14th Au~ust, 1848, (9 Statutes, :12:3.) 

I alRo transmit a copy of a letter on the subject. addressed. to the Dep:ll'trnenton 
tbe 2d instant. by Hon. G. H. Williams, Attorney.Q.{'neral, to whom the opinion 
of the Assistant A ttorney-Genel'al was submitted. I fully concur in the views set 
forth in the opinion, and you will give the necessary 01-d.ers to carry them into 
effect. . 

The papers accornpani_yng your letter of 18th April last are herewith returned. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ll. R. COWEN, 

Hon. WILLIS DBUMNO~""D, 
Acting Secretary, 

Ocnnmi88ioner GeneTal Lan~ Office. 
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Before the reading of the foregoing was concluded, 
Mr. BRIGHT. I rise to a point of order. The House limited de

bate on this question to fifteen minutes, and that time, I understand, 
has expired. I understand. from several gentlemen that they desire 
further discussion of the subject; and therefore, if it be agreeable, I 
will move that the committee rise with the view of extend.ing the 
time for debate one-half !lour, fifteen minutes on each sid.e. 

Mr. L.A. WRENCE. I think it very doubtful whether half an hour 
is sufficient. I understand that this bill involves property in which the 
United States has a large interest, property worth perhaps a million 
of dollars, and which will probably Le taken away by this bill. 

Mr. O'BRIEN. I rise to a point of order. I submit thn.t the Com
mittee of the \Thole has not the power to extend the time for debate. 

:Mr. BRIGHT. There is no proposition that the committee shall 
muke such an extension. I move that the committee rise in order 
tbat the House may extend the time. 

The motion was agreecl to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and :Mr. WILSON, of Iowa, having 

taken the chair as Speaker pto tempo1'e, l\k MILLIKEN :reported thn.t 
tho Committee of the Whole on the Privn.te Cn.lendar had had under 
consideration the Lill (H. R. No. 820) for the relief of the mission of 
Saint James, in Washington Territory, and bad come to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that when the House shall again resolve it
self into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar debate on 
the pending bill (H. R. No. 820) be limited to one-half hour, fifteen 
minutes on each side. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ELKINS. I move that all debate in Committee of the Whole 

on the bill (H. R. No. 344) to confirm certain private land claims in 
tbe Territory of New Mexico be limited to one hour and a half. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I move tllat the House again resolve itself into the 

Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 

on the Private Calendar, (Mr. MILLIKEN in the chair,) and resumed 
tho consideration of tho bill (H. R. No. 820) for the relief of the mis
sion of Saint James, in Washington Territory. 

Mr. JACOBS. I ask tho Clerk to continue the reading, in which he 
was interrupted by the rising of the Committee of the Whole. 

Tbe Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the c:ocument as 
already given. 

Mr. JACOBS. In addition to what appears by tile papers which have 
been read, I simply wish to state a few facts that ought to be taken 
into consideration in passing on this question. In the first place a 
portion of this land to the extent of one humb:ed and sixty acres has 
already been patented to the city of Vancouver. Another tract of one 
hundred and sixty acres is claimed by some heirs under the donn.tion 
law for Oregon and Washington Territory. The city of Vancouver, 
containing from fifteen h1mdred to eighteen hundred inhabitants, is 
upon this land. Now, if I understand the gentleman from l\:lissomi 
correctly, he says that the only object of thil) bill is to obtain a trial 
of the title to this land. But what 'fill be the effect of the bill f Im
mediately upon its passage, these citizens of Vancouver who haYe 
purchased this land from the city or from the Short heirs will hn.,·e 
to pay rent to this mission. Notwithstanding tee fact that after a long, 
iedions, and exhaustive litigation, continnctl for years in the Laud_ 
Department of the Government, the d.ecisions bn.ve all been against 
this mission, it is now pro11osed that the Congress of the United 
States shall turn round and give to this defeated party a patent to 
the property. What would this mission have thougllt if tlley bad 
been the successful party and. the Congress of the United States had 
undertaken after all thu litigation to give the patent to the opposite 
party f 

Mr. BUCKNER. Will the gentleman allow me just one qnestion ~ 
l\1r. JACOBS. No, sir; not if it is to be taken out of my time. 
Furthermore, as I have before stated, the Government of the United 

States has estab1ished upon this land a military reservation which 
the Secretary of War says is wort.h $1,000,000. It is proposed no'v to 
give to this mission the title to this military reservation. The whole 
JUOperty proposed to ue given to the mission under tbi.~ patent is 
worlh at ]east $2,000,000. In view of these facts I ask whether the 
Congress of 1he United States is prepared to pass this bill, especially 
when the decisions of the Lanu Department, as I have already re
marked, have been uniformly in opposition to the cln.im of the mis-
sion f . 

I maintain that there is no necessity for the passage of the bill in 
order that the mission may test the title to the property. A patent 
for one hundred and sixty acres of this land has aheady been issued 
uy t~e Govern~e~t; and if the only ~h~ect is to test the validity of 
the tttle, the mtsswn can .commence smtm the courts of the Territory 
and ha.ve that question passed upon. 
· Furthermore, this wns a l<'gisJative grant; and it is not necessary 
that a patent should issue from the GoYernment. Snch has been the 
opinion of the Attorneys-General of the United States, and a} o, I be
lieve, the construction of the court'l. .All that it was uecc sa.ry for 
the mission to do, if thE>ir construction of the Jaw be correct, was to 
~·nrni h their proof in the local Jand office. The act of 1848, under 
which they clairu, give!) them a legislative title; and all that was 

necessary was for them to furnish their proof, ancl afterward they cou1tl 
institute a suit in the courts to test the validity of their title. Now, 
this is about all I desire to sa.y on the matter. 

The gentleman from l\!isSOLll'i [Mr. BUCKNER] intimated in t.he re
ma.rks which he made last Friday, that pos ·ibly I was connected with 
some of these parties as their attoruey. I have never hall anything 
to do with this case as attorney, neitller with the Short heirs nor the 
city of Vancouver. 

l\!r. BUCKNER. 1\Ir. Chairman, in the first plac~ I want to say 
that the gentleman from Washington Territory is incorrect when l1e 
supposes I meant to insinuate lle was acting as the agent of anybody 
or any party. I presumed he was doing what be supposed was llis 
duty in reference to the interest of the country, as well as in reforence 
to l1is constituents. 

This bill has been twice reported upon favorably by two commit
tees of tllis House, one iu the Forty-tllird Congress and one in this 
Congress. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. PRAIT] in the last Congress 
reported from t.lle Committee on Private Land Claims, with the 
unanimous recommendation of the members of that committee, a bill 
in fn.vor of the rights of this mjs ion to this six lmndred and forty 
acres of land, and that too after one of the most exhaustive and learned 
arguments by then.ttorneys of the parties representing the various in
terests involved. The Committee on Pri mte Lan(l Claims at this ses
sion made a similar report after the matter was thoroughly invet;ti
gated. They·reported t.llis bill so as to present all theso questions to 
Congress as to the right to t.bis land. 

It is said there is a large amount of land, two or three million dol
lars' worth of land, involved. Grant thn.t to be true, and I know not 
wllether it is true or false, but this bill proposes to take the ln.nd from 
no human being unless the courts so decide. This bill does not pro
vide that any right shall be affected except the meTe transfer of tile 
right of tile United St ates. In other words, it is efjuivn.Ient merely 
to a quitclaim deed from the United States, UD(l nothing more. 

The gentleman says tbn.t a patent bas been issued by the Laud Of
fice dmiug the last few years to the town of Vancouver. That pn.t
ent expressly recognizes the right of the Saint .James miflsion, aud I 
undertake to say there has been no decision on this question, except 
that opinion of Mr. Smith, and in reference to that opinion eYery 
member of the Committee on Private Land Claims held that it was 
not only not law, but the object was to prevent these parties getting 
their rights. 

Now, in eyery other case, certninly in the case of the mission at 
the Dalles in Oregon, certainly in oue or two other cases of Lntbern.u 
and Presbyterian missions, the Government of the United States bas 
given to these missions their land . 

l\Ir. LUTTRELL. In every one of them. 
Mr. BUCR....1iER. But the Cn.tholic mission is locn.ted here, and the 

real question at tbe bottom of all this is whether you are going to 
make a. discrimination against the Catholic Cbnrch. If they have no 
right, all that iR asked is let them go into the courts and the courts, 
I presume, "Will decide correctly. 

The gentleman talks of ~be rights of the United States. No one 
pretends tho Government of the United States has any rights in the 
matter if the mission is entitled to the laud. That is a question which 
it is proposed to have settled in the courts. No memLer of the com
mittee supposed, no one pretended to set up n.ny right on tile part of 
tile Government of the United States, because the reservation was 
made subject to the rights of these ptuties. 

I send to the Clerk:s desk to be I'ead, Mr. Chairman, an extract from 
the report of Commissioner Wilson on this very question-a gentle
man not only a mo::;t faithful officer of the Government, but who is 
regarded. as a fine lawyer-when he settled the question as to the 
ri~hts of these missions. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The ri~hts of the United States fully cea-sed and rleterminod on the 14th .A.ul!nst, 
1848. Tbe tract was snbject tl!r.n to the possessory rif!ht!i of tho Hudson Ba;v Com
pany, for the treaty ~aitl those ri,qhts should he n~spectPd. Those ri("llts continued 
by their license uutil May, 1859, and when that incubus was romo~·cd. by the ex
tinction of those ·rif!ht~, it left tho grant to the mission of Saint James fnli, ample, 
aml complete, now entitlecl to enjoy the same in all its part~, with tho right to ask 
for and receive from the United Sta~s a deed of confirmation or patent so soon a.s 
tho lands could be surveyed. 

The papers on file show that tho mission notification was on file before any 
claims wore asserted to contiguous lancls. It it! the oldest claun. Its recognition 
is coo't"al with tho organization of Oregon, and was a posith·o grant moro thau two 
years before any .American settler conlcl acqnire an interest in or title to wwccu
pud public lands. The mission bad !Jecn used since the winter of leJS. It is not 
my proriuce to comment upon the wisdom or polic.v of such a. law, anrl it is a mat
ter of regret that prh-ate interests ma.v by such deci ion apparently suffer; bnt the 
law makintr ~rants to missions is so clear and positi>c, tho eYidenro so 1lircct ancl 
lnng continuin~, !Jringing this station or mission within tbe purdew of tho law 
that thero is but ono duty to pmform: coutirm to the miRSion s1x humlred anll forty 
acres of land, in accordance with said grant, aml as shown by the accompanying 
plat and fielcl-notes of the official survey. 

1\fr. BUCKNER. Mr. Chairman, I saicl on last. Frida.y that the Gov
ernmont of the United States had recognized the rights of every other 
mission in this Territory except this, awl tllisonly partially. The Gov
ernment so far recognized the right of t be mission at Dalles thn.t when 
there was a United States redervn.tion placed npon that ]and the Gov
ernment paic:l "23,000 to the mi sion as payment for the land taken 
up for t.bat reservation, the Government tbereLyrecogn iziug the right 
of the mission to that property. Nor do the papm·s "'llicb the gen
tleman read here from Mr. Smith, and the la.te Commissioner of the 
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General Land Office, affect the right to some of the property at this 
mission. They havo istmed patents, in point of fact, to a quarter of 
an acre, or one acre, merely covering the ground upon which the 
mis~iou buildings are located, thereby recognizing the existence of 
the mission; and the question to be determined was whetlwrthe mis
sion extended beyond the mere persoual, actual occupancy of ground 
for buildings, or whether it included six hundred nnd fort.y acres, the 
same gmnted to every other mission, and which Mr. Wilson, the Com
missioner of the General Land Office, decided that this mission was 
entitled to. 

This l>ili cannot affect the rights of anybody save the rights of the 
United Sta.tes; and nobody hase,·er pretended that the United States 
ever ha.ve put np any claim there. And there is no pretense out t.he 
United States did either f,rrant the property to these citizeas who aae 
now claiming and are represented by my fTiend from Washington 
Ten·itol'y [Mr. JACOBS] or to t.be Saint James mission; and this bill 
is for the pnrpose of leWng these l)ar!ies aesert their rights to this 
land in the courts of the conntry. Here the patent is authorized to 
be issued. The efi'ect of that patent is merely to grant a quit-claim 
deed on the part of the Government, and leave for the decision of 
the courts .the question as to whether they or Vancouver or Short'e 
heirs ru-e entitled to this land. 

Bot t.he gentleman from ·washington Territory sa.ys that there is 
no necessity for any action of the Government in order to gi \'e these 
parties a right in court. I say that, so far as concerns the lallll that 
has been severed from th~ pul>lic domain and surveyed under the 
decision of the late Commiss~oner, thn.t. is enough; but that only gives 
them a bali acre of ground-the ground covered by thoir church and 
school-building-cutt.iug off the orchard anu much of the land proved 
t.o have been occupied ior the last twenty-five or thirty years by this 
mission. 

I understood the gentleman from Washington Territory to say that 
until the land is severed from the public <loruain by a survey no ma.u 
can go into court and have any status there; that iu order to this 
file Government must sever private land from the public domain. 
But while this may be the case under a legislative grant, the ques
tion is whether that, grant contained six hundred and fort.y acres, or 
half au acre, or a quarter of an acre; aud the object of the bill is to 
enable the courts to decide that, and nothing moro. That I under
take to say, and the gentleman does not deny it. Dut I intended to 
ask him the question whether the Vancouver patent did not save 
the right!; of the Saint James mission T Will the gentleman answer! 

Mr. JACOBS. I am not able to say. 
:Mr. BUCKNER. I know it as a fact that when the patents were 

iseuecl to the inhabitants of Vancouver those patents expressly, in so 
many words, preserved the right of this mission, anu they get noth
ing as against it. But how are they in a condition to sue, provided 
they are entitled~ as I believe and us the committee of both Houses 
unanimously believe, provided they are entitled to an·amonnt of land 
not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, to be laid off as Mr. Wil
son instructed tlle surveyor-general i How can they assert anything 
beyonu the half acre given by this patentf It is ntterl.v impossible. 
And yet whon they assert this claim, they have no rights against any
body having a l>etter title. If these Vancouver parties have a right 
to this one million or two millions of dollars' worth of property, let 
them have it, l>nt let them have it by a judgment of the court. And 
this bill enables them to have it decided by a court; and so it is with 
the Short heira. 

There is another claim, what is called the donation claim, in which 
the Short heil·s have a right. If they are entitled to it as against this 
mission, by the judgment of the courts this bill enables this question 
to come before them and to be decided. · 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question 1 
Mr. BUCKNER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. Have they not proposed to cut off even the cem

etery from this mission f 
.Mr. DUCKNER. Certainly. The patent given to the mission, and 

which was a recognition of the existence of that mission as far back 
as 1838, actually cuts off everything except the building. -the church 
and Rchool-house ; it cuts off their orchard, their burial ground, and 
all their farm which they bad l>een occupying almost from 1838 to 
the present time. That is t.be effect of it. 

Now we do not say that there shall be an absolute patent. We do 
not pretend to settle the question who is entitled to this land. But 
we do say the only way by which this question can be settled is to 
put it in the courts. The gentleman from Washington Territory says 
it may be settled otherwise. There is no doubt it may be settled in 
this way. I do not know, I have never hen.rd, and Iuo IJ.ot believe now 
that there is any way l>y which the right of tbe Saint James mission 
can ever be settled by any adjudication of a court until this land is 
severed and a quit-claim given by the Government to these parties. 
And the effect of not passing this l>ill is absolutely to deny their right 
to go into com·t and have the 11uestion pa.ssed upon whether thev are 
ent.itled to six hundred and forty acres or only half an acre. That 
will l>e the effect of your action on this bill. 

I hope there will be no dispute a.bout this. I will reacl the provis
ion of the bill by which, as I say, t.his is nothing in the world l>ut a 
quit-claim deed on the part of the Geneml Goverument. If the Gov
ernment has any claim t}lat is valuable they will, as in the case of the 
Dalles mission, pay us the value. But the 'iand was patented prior t~ 

the military reservation l>eing established. Now, this bill floes not 
deal in any doubtful words. Its language says that these parties repre
sented hero are willing that this question shall bo presented to the 
courts. This is the language of tho proviso: · 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall operate in anv way to affect, impair, Ol' 
defeat any adverse claim to tbelaml de~;cril;ed in said pafent. ortoanypart thereof: 
Ar.d p rovidrdjnrth.cr, That the Uuited States shn.i.l have tho ri;llt t{) remove there
from any property, buildings, or fixtures it may b<we thereon. 

Now, I say that there is certainly some respect due to two commit
tees of this House, composed of twenty-two men, all of them law
yers, .I l>elieve, who have inYestigateu this ~:mbject. It was investi
gated during the last Congress; aud after a very exhaustive argument 
some gentlemen, who bad taken up the opinion that this mission was 
entitled to only a quarter of an acre of land, or just enough to bold 
t.heir buildings, came to the conclnsion that they were entitled to six 
hundred and forty acres. That is mr deliberate judgment. I have 
no more doubt, as a question of law, about the right of this Saint 
James mission to six hundred and forty acres of land · than I have 
that I am standing here. But in order to obviate the objection made · 
to our deciding this question by this bill, it is in point of fact remit
t-ed to the courts, and it is left to them to determine whether Fort 
Vancouver reservation is entit.Jed to six hundred and f01·ty acres of 
land, or whether the Short heirs are entitled to !Six hundred and forty 
acres, or whether this mission of Saint James is entitled to that 
amount of laml. 

Mr. MAGOON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques-
tion f 

Mr. BUCKNER. Certainly. 
Mr. MAGOON. From what committee was this l>ill reported f 
Mr. BUCKNER. From the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. )lAGOON. Is there any minorHy rep?rt t . 
Mr. BUCKNER. No, and there was no nom the last Congress when 

a bill was reportefl much stronger t.han this, l>ecause it gave to the 
mission the absolute right to six hundred and forty acres of land. 

Mr. MAGOON. Is this a unauimonsJeport o~ the committee f 
Mr. BUCKNER. It is. It is not onry reported unanimously now, 

but it was unanimously reported by tho committee of the last Con
gress. 

Mr. CONGER. What was the date of the law giving to missions 
generally six hundred and forty acres each t 

Mr. BUCIL.\fER. It was the law of 1848 establishing the Territory 
of Oregon. I will read the provision unuer which these missions were 
allowed six hundred and forty acres each: 

That the litlo to the land, not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, now occu
pied as missionary stations among the Indian tribes in saill Terri tory, togethr·r with 
the improvements thereon, be confirmed antl established in the several religioWI 
societies to which saitl missiona.ry stations respecti>ely belong. 

The committee have constrned the torm "improvements" as in
tended to locate the mission, and not to affect the quantity of laud 
given to each mission. That lms beon the uniform construction of all 
acts of Congress on that subject. When, for instance, the law giv"Os 
to settlers one bundrecl and sixt.y acres of land, in such a law the 
term" improvements" is commonly used. Now to the mind of every 
gentleman at all .acqnainted with the laws of Congress on that sub
ject and the history of the action of the Department under tho e laws, 
the word "improvements" is understood to designate the locum qtw 
of the land given. In this case the land is not to exceed six hunclre<l 
and forty acres, but yon cannot confine it to the actual amount which 
you may happen to haYe possessio pedis, or under foot, that yon have 
your foot upon. 

This matter was fully investigated under the instructions of the com
mission of the land office in 1860, under tho direction of Commis
sioner Wilson, to ascertain whether this mission bad a station, when 
the station began, to what extent the mission occupied it, and what 
was the character of the improvements upon it. All these matters 
were investigated wheu a land office was first opened in the Territory 
of Washington. The decision which I have had read by the Clerk 
waa the result of the action of the. commission of the land office 
on the report which was 1 ben made to it. Unt.il the Land Office here 
took a different view wil·hin the last two or three years, there never 
was any doubt npon the subject; it was held that this mission was 
entitled to six hundred and fort.y acres. It is atlmittt-ecl by the op
ponents.of this bill t.hat t.bere was a mission at this place, u.nd they 
proposed to give the mission one-half of one-qnarter of an acrt>,just 
en_ongh to contain their church and building. Now I say t.o this Com
mittee of the Whole, an<l I am sure that every lawyer who has ex
amined the subject will say the same thing, that this mission is en
titled to every part of the six hundreu and forty acres, provided 
their possessions extend to t.hat much, and it has been shown that 
they have occupied far more than that amount. 

Mr. FORT. How did it come that Attorney-General Bates waa 
called upon to make a decision upon this sul>ject f 

Mr. BUCKNER. Attorney-General Dates decided that this was a 
Jegisla.ti ve grant., and there is no doubt about that. The difficulty is 
that you have not severed the land, and hence the Government bas 
to act by its surveyor in order to designate bow much land there is. 
I have no donbt that this is a legislative grant by the Gowrnment of 
the United States. That, however, is nllt the ftnestiou. The ques
tion is bow much land did the Government give t And this bill pro
viucs that that qnestio::1 shall uo settled by the courts. -
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Mr. LUTTRELL. And the only point at issue is whether the courts 
shall settle the amount! 

Mr. BUCKNER. That is the only question this bill undertakes to 
settle; we leave it to the courts. I see my friend from Iowa here, 
Judge PRATI. In t4e last Congress he reported to the House. a bill 
which gave absolutely thf\ six hundred and forty acres, according to 
the construction of Commissioner 'Vilson. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time allotted by the order of the House 
for debate upon this bill has expired. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I a.sk, tfhen, that the committee now proceed to 
vote. 

1\Ir. JACOBS. I move to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 
The question was taken upon the motion to strike out the enact

ing clause; aud upon a division there were-ayes 27, noes 62. 
Mr. JACOBS. No quorum bas voted, and I ask that tellers be ap

pointed. 
Tellers were ordered; antl Mr. BecKNER and Mr. ToWNSEND of New 

York were appointed. 
'fhe committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 

were-ayes 51, noes 87. 
No further cotmt being called for, the motion to strike out the enact-

ing clause was not agreed to. 
The amendments reported by the committee were read, as follows: 
Strike from the prcamule the following : 
Whereas the intention of the aforesaid acts is to grant to each missionary station 

among the Indian tribes in Orel!on and Washington Territories on t.he Hth of .An
gust, 11?4<3, and 2d of March, 1853, respectively, the quantity of six hundred and 
forty acresofthepnblic lamlsofthe United States, whcrothisquantitycan be fotm<l 
in compact form. so as to include the mission improvements, or so much of said 
land as can be founcl, not to exceed six. hundred a.nd forty acres ; and. 

.Add to tho bill the following: 
Provided, That nothing in this act shall operate in any way to affect, impair, or 

<lcfPat any adverse claim to tho lan~ described in said patent, o~ to any part thereof: 
..And provided further, That tho Umted States shall have tho nght to r~move there
from any property, buildings, or fixtures it may have thereon. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend by adwng to the bill the follow
ing, to come before tlle proviso jnst read. 

Or for such part of said land as tho Secretary of the Interior may find that said 
society is entitlecl to upon a. review of all the facts which have been or shall be sub
mitted to him in connection with the said grant. 

I ask that the bill be reacl with the amendment, so as to show its 
connection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Bait enacted, etc., That it is hereby made the duty of the Secretary of tho Interior, 

within two months after the passage of this act, to cause a patent to be issued for 
the claim of the Sajnt James mission of Washington TeiTitory, in accordance with 
the aforesaid plat of snrYey, dated in December, 18Gl; orforsnnh part of saitlla.nd 
as the Secretary of the Interior may find that said societ.y is entitled to upon a. ro
Yiow of all the facts which have been or shall be submitted to him in connection 
with the said grant. 

Mr. BUCKNER. That will defeat· the whole object of the bill; it 
brings up again the very difficulty we want to cure. 

.Mr. HOLMAN. It provides for a proper tribunal to decide the 
case ; that is all. 

.Mt·. BRIGHT. I call for the regular order. Debate is exhausted. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I a~k that the amendments of the committee be 

reacl. 
The bill, as proposed to be amended, wa.s again read. 
Mr. 0' BRIEN. I think there is some mistake. Wbat bas just been 

read, as I understand, is the substitute reported by the committee. 
The only amendment pending is that of the gentleman from Indiana, 
[l\fr. HOLMAN. J 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendments just read are t.boso reported 
by the committee. 

Mr. O'BRlEN. But they a.re in the natnre of an original bill, and 
reqnire no vote of the Committee of the Whole. 

Tho CHAIRMAN. Whether reported as a substitute or as separate 
amendments, they have to be voted on. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I snbmit as a question of order, that the substitute 
being before the committee for amendment, the amendment I have 
submitted is to be voted on in the first instance and then the question 
will be whether the substitute (amended or not amended, as the case 
may be) shall be adopted. 

I desire to add to the amendment I have already submitted the 
following words: 

Or the society may institute a suit in the United States district court for the dis
trict of Washington against the Unitrd States and all other parties concerned, to 
determine its interest and right in the said land. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. HOL11IAN, as 
modified, there were-ayes 10, noes 47. • 

Mr. HOLMAN. No qnomm bas voted; but IWlll waive that point 
if it be understood that a vote may l>e bad on my amendment in the 
House. 

Mr. O'BRIEN. There is no objection to that. 
Mr. BUCKNER. I have no objection to the bill being reported 

with t:bat understanding. · 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Indiana 

[Mr. HOLMAN] is not agreed to. 
The question being taken on the amendments reported as a sub

stitute by tho Committee on Public Lands, they were agreed to. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Of course it is understood that when the bill as 

am(lnded by tbe committee has been reported to the House, my amend
ment shall be ~ubmltted to a vote. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I have no objection to that. I move that tho com
mittee rise and report the bill as amended to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. WILSO"Y, of Iowa, h:w

iog taken the chair as Speaker pro tem.pore, Mr. MILLIKE"Y r ported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, ha,Ting 
had under consideration the bill (H. R. No. 820) for the 1·elief of tuo 
mission of Saint James, in 'Va.sbington .Territory, bad directed llim 
to report t.he same with certain amendments, and with a recommenda
tion that it be passed as amended. 

CONTINGE"YT FuND OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. FOSTER submitted the followiug report: 
The comr.o,ittee of conference on tho disa.!!fCeing votes of the two Houses on tho 

amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 4370) making appropriations t~ 
supply certain deficiendes in the contingent fund of the Honse of Representatiws, 
and for other 1mrposes, having met, after full and free conference. have 1\o"'food to 
recommflnd anil do recommend to their respecth·e Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amonclme.nt numbered H, 
and agree to the same; 

That the Sc11ate recede from its disagreement to the amendment numbered 12, 
anfl agree to the same ; 

Thnt the House recede from its disa~eement to the amendment numbered 7, 
and agree to the same, amemlod as followli: 

Strike out all of said ameuclment after the worfl "of," in line 3, and insert in lieu 
thereof the following: "$1,200 per annum, $1,864.17." 

.And the Senate agree to tho same. 

Tho report was adoptecl . 

CHARLES FOSTER. 
WILLIAMS. HOLMAN, 
J. H . BLOUNT, 

Manttgers on the part of the House. 
WILLIAM WINDOM, 
W. R. .A.LLJSO~, 
R. E. WITIIERS, 

Managers O?l the part of the Se'llate. 

Mr. FOSTER moYed to reconsider the voto by which the report 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsiuer be laitl 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
.1\ITSSION OF SA.D.'"r JAMES, WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. \VILSO"Y, of Iowa, in the clmir.) 
The question now recurs on the bill (H. R. No. 820) for .the relief of 
the mission of Saint James, Washington Territory, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the Pri vnte Calendar, with an amendment 
in the natnre of a snbstit.ute. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I demaml the previous question. 
Mr. HOLMAN. It was the nnderstaudiug, when the committre 

rose and consent was given to report this bill to the House witll t!Jt3 
recommendation that it do pass, that I should have an opportuuit.y 
to present my amendment. I cUcl not insist on my objection that no 
quorum had voted, on the undArl5tanding that I should have an oppor
tunity to have a vote on my amendment in the Honse . 

Mr. BUCKNER. I do not object t.o that, as that was the understand
ing, but after the gentleman submits llis amendment I domand tho 
previons question. 

Mr. IIOL)f.AN. I ask to make a change in my amendment. 
1\lr. BUCKNER. Tbe understanding was that the gentleman should 

present his amendment as it was offered b the committee, and not 
another amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I merely desire to perfect my amendment., and I 
hope the gentleman will abille by the understanding of the House. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I am willing to a.l>itle by the understanding of the 
House, and I ask that the gentleman's amendment be read. 

.Mr. HOLMAN. I trust the gentleman from .Mi. souri will allow me 
to perfect tlle pllraseology of my amendment. I wish to add to tbe 
amendment as it wns oft'ered in the committee thef?e words: 

Or tho said society may institute a suit in tho district court of the United States 
for the Territory of '\Vashin~ton against the United States and all other persons 
concerned, to cletermine its n~hts in saillland; ancl jurisiliction is confeiTed upon 
said court for the full determmation thereof. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I do not see the propriety of any such amend
ment. The object is evidently to defeat the bill. 

The SPEAKBR ]JJ'O tempore. Does the gentleman from Missouri 
yield to that amendment Y 

Mr. BUCKNER. I do not object to allowing the gentleman to 
change the phraseology of his amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now ask the Clerk to read the whole amendment 
as it now stands before the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Or for such part of said land as the Secretary of t-he Int.orior mny find that said 

societyiR«'ntitled to upon a review of all tlle facts which have been or shall bo sniJ
mittof) to hlm in connection with the said ~nt; or the said society may institute 
a suit in the district court of the United States for tbo Territ{)ry of Washington 
against the United States and all other persons concerned, to determine its ri~hts 
jn said land; and jurisdiction is conferred on said court for a full determination 
thereof. 

Mr. WHITE. That is ent.irely satisfactory. 
Mr. BUCKNER. The object is to de~eat the bill, ·aud I hope it will 

be Yoted down. 
Mr . .JACOBS. There is no objection to that amendment. 
Mr. BUCKNER. I insist on the demand for the previous question. 
The previous question wa.sseconded and tbema.in question ordered. 
The House divided; and there were--ayes 48, noes 67. 
Mr. SAVAGE demanded the yeas and nays. 
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The House divided; and there were ayes 18; not a sufficient num-

ber. 
1\Ir. WHITE uemanded tellers on the yeas and nays. 
Tellers were not orderf»d. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The questio~ next recurred on the substitute reported from the 

Corumitt.ee of the Whole House. 
The House divided; and there were...._ayes 72, noes 39; no quorum 

votiug. 
The Speaker p1·o tempore appointed Mr. HOLl\:lAN and l\Ir. BUCKNER 

as teller!!. 
The House again divided ; and the tellers reported-ayes 124, 

noes 17. 
So the substitute was adopted. 
The bill, as arucndell: was ordered to bo engrossed and read a third 

time; ann being cngrosseu, it was accordingly read the third time. 
~h. HOLMAN dcruanueu tbe yeas and nays on the passage of the 

bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Tbe question was taken; anti it was decided in the affirmative-yeas 

}29, nays 65, not voting 95; as follows: 
YEAS-Messrs. Ainsworth,. Ashe, .Atkins, John H. Ba~ley jr .. Bland, Blount. 

Boone, Bradford, Bright, John Young Brown, Buckner, Samuel D. Burchard, Bur 
lt~i~b, Cabell. Johu H. Caldwoll, Willinm P. Caldwell, Campbell, Candler, Cannon. 
Cate, Caullielll, John B. Clarke of K{'ntucky, John n. Clark, jr., of Missouri, Coch
rnnt', Collins, Con~er, Cook, Cowan,Davi•, De Bolt, Dibrell, Douglas, Dmbam, Eden. 
Ellis, Felton, Finley, Forney, Fort., Franklin, Gause, Gooclo, Goodin, Gunter, Robert 
Hamilton, Hancock, Henry R. HarziM, Harrison, Hartridge, Hartzell, llatcher, 
llayruond, Henkle . .Abram :::i. Hewitt, Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Hopkins, Honse, II urn· 
plu:eys, Hunton, ThumM L. Jones. Joyce, Kehr, Kn?tt, Lamar, Franklin Landers, 
Gem·ge M. Landefl!, Lapham, Le Moyne, Lev:r, Lew1s, Luttrell, Mackey, Magoon, 
Milliken, Mills, M01·gan, :Uutchlt~r, New, 0 Brien, Otlell, Parne, Piper, Powell, 
llaiuev, Rt~a, Rea;ran, John Reilly, Rice, Riddle, Jolm Hobbins, William M Robbins, 
Itoberts, Sampson, Scales, Schleicher, Schumaker, Sheakley. Slemons, William E. 
Smith, Southard, Sparks, Springer, Stanton, Stenger, Stone, Tarbox, Terry, Thomas, 
Thompson, Throckmorton, Martin I. 'l'ownsend, Tucker, Turney, John L. Vance, 
Robert B. Vance, Waddell, Gilbert C. Walker, ·walsh, Warner, Watterson, Erastus 
Wells, Whittborne, Wike, Alphens S. Williams, Jt~remiah N. Williams, Willis, 
Wilshire, BenJamin Wilson, aud Ycates-129. 

N A Y8-Messn>. John H . .Baker, William H. Baker, Bell, Blair, Bradley, Will
iam R. Brown, Horatio C. Burchard, Caswell, Clymer, Cr,tpo. Cutler, Danford, 
Denil:!on, Dobbins, Dnnnell, EvaiH!, .Flye,Frye, llale,~nili·ew 11. Hamilton,Benjamin 
W. Han-is, Hendee, Henderson, Ho!!e, Hol~an, Hoskms, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurlbut, 
Ilym<w, Fmnk Jones, KatkOU, Kelley, Kimball, Leavt·nwor:h, M:wDotlgall, Me· 
Ci·:try, Monroe, Na,'!h, Norton, Olinn·, O'Ne-ill, Page. Pierce, Plaisted, Poppleton, 
Potter, Robinson, Sinniokson, Smalls, A. Herr Smith, Strait, Swwoll, TlJOmburgh, 
Tufts, Waltlron, .Alexander S. Wallace, John W. Wallnce, G. Wiley Wells, White, 
Andrew Willialllt~, Charles G. Williams, William B. Williams, James Wilson, and 
Alan Wood,jr.-65. 
~o·r VOTING-Messrs. Abhott, Allams, .A.nuerson, Bagby, George .A .. Bagley, 

Ballou, Banks, .Baunin«, llnss, BeebE', Blackburn, llliss, Carr, Cason, Chapin. Chit
knuen, Cox., Crounse, Culberson, Dart·aU, Davs, Durand, Eames, Egl>ert, :Fanllmer, 
Fidd, Fol:lter, Fr-eeman, :Fuller, Gartieltl, Gibsou, Glover, Harnlson, llartlenbl'rgb, 
Jobu T. Banis, Hathom. llays.llereford, Hill, Hoar. Hooker, Hurt!, Jenkt~, Kill~, 
Lane, Lawr{'nC(', Lonl, Lynch, L.vnda, Mail:lh, McDill, McFarland, McMahuu, Meaue, 
Metcalfe, Miller, Mono~· . Morrioon, Neal, Packer·, Phelps, John l!'. Philips, William 
A.Ph:mps, Platt, Pta.tt, Purman, James B Reilly, Miles Ross, Sohiel:lki Uoss, Rusk, 
S:wage, :::iayler, Socl.rc, Sin~leton, Stephens, Stennson. Swann_, Teese, Washington 
Townsend, Van Vorhes, Wnit, Charles C. B. Walker, Walhn)!, Ward, Warren, 
Wheeler, Whitehon.~~~. Whiting, Wi;,:ginton, Willard, James Will.in.lllS, Fernando 
Wood, Woodburn, Wootlworth, autl ioung-95. 

So tbe bill was passed. 
Mr. liUCKNER moved to reconsider the vote by wbich the bill was 

p~:sed, and a1tio moved that the motion to reconsiuer be laid on the 
tab] ('I. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
LEGISLATIVE, ETC., AP"PROPRIATIO~ BILL. 

Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee on .Appropriations, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 447~) rua.king appropriations for the legislative, execu
tive, a.nd judicial expenRes of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1tl78, and for otber pnrposes; which was read a first and 
secontl time, referred t(l the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
Union, marle a special order therein for Tuesday next after the morn
ing hour, and from day to day thereafter until di.sposed of, 3Jld or
dered to be printe(l. 

:Mr. KASSON. I reserve all poiut.s of order on the bill. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIG.XED. 

Mr. HARRIS, of .Georgia, from the Committee on Enroll~d Bills, 
reported tlHtt the committee had examined and fountl dnly enrolled 
bills of the following t-itles; when the Spe.ali:er signed tbe same: 

An act (H. R. No. :J:31) for the relief of Robert Erwin; and 
An act (H. R. No. 18i>O) granting a pension to Harvey 13. Kilborn, 

private in Company C, Thirtieth Regiment Pennsylvania Militia. 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair lays before the House a message from 
the President of the United States. 

Tho Clerk read as follows : 
To the House of Repre~entatives: 

At the request of the Attorney-General. I ba>e the honor to transmit herewith a 
report in answer to the resolutions of the House adopted on the 1st of .August, 1876, 
relative to certain matters occnnin_g in the administration of the provisional gov
ernment of the District of Columbia, and chiefly affecting the commissioners and 
tho late board of audit. 

U.S. GRANT. 
EXECUTIVE M.ANSIO:-l, January 19, 1877. 

Tho message and accompanying papers were referred to tlle Com
mitteo for the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

ROCKLAND, l\:lAINE. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con~:;ent, la.id before the House 

a letter from the Secretary of tbe Treasury, recommending that Rock
land, Maine, be made a _port of deli very; which was referretl to tho 
Committee ou Commerce. · 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. WILLIAMS, of Delaware, till Monday on account of important 

business; 
To Mr. ODELL, till Wednesday next. 

LEWIS PETOSKEY. 
On motion of Mr. BRADLEY, by unanimous consent, the hill (S. No. 

920) to authorize Lewis Petoskey, of Michigan, to enter a certain tract 
of land which embraces his home and improvements was taken from 
the Speaker's table, read a first and second time, oruered to be print,ed, 
and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

COUXT OF TITE ELECTORAL VOTE. 

Mr. A. S. WILLIAMS. I ask unanimous consent to present and 
have read a petition from the Detroit Board of 'l'ra{le, touching the 
count of the electoral vote for President and Vice-President. 

1\Ir. TOWNSEND, of New York. I object. 

NATHANIEL S. CLARKE. 
Mr. WILSON, of West Virginia, by unanimous consent, submitted 

the following resolution; which was read and referred to the Com
mittee of Accounts : 

Reso1vrd, That the Clerk of this House be, and be is hereby, clirected to pay to 
Nathaniel S. Clarke, out of the contingo:-nt fund, $100 per month fur ser\"ices rf'U· 
dcred by him aa messcn.~er to this HouAe since the first Monday of Decem her, 1876, 
nnd that he be paid at the samH rate for such services as be may render in the same 
capacity during the residue of this SCI:ll:lion. 

Mr. PAGE. I move that the House do now atfljonrn. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at four o'clock and 

twenty-five minutes p.m.) tbe House adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk's desk 

under the rule, and referred as stated: 
By Mr. J. H. BAGLEY: The petition of Charles M. Thomas and 

others, of Kingston, New York, that pensioners he paid from the date 
of their discharge from the Army, to the Committee on Invalid Pen
sions. 

By :Mr. BLAIR: The petition of citizens of Cambridge City, Indi
ana, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traffic, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BURLEIGH: The petition of Samuel L. Paine, late a pri
vate iu the Ninth Regiment Maine Infantry, for a pension, to the Com
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COX: The petition of Jonas R. Levy, that the Secretary of 
State be directed to return to him the title deeds and ot.hPr docu
ments belonging to him and others he represents, turned over to the 
Stat-e Department by the Mexican commission, to the CoiDlllittce on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of Caroline S. ·webster, widow of 
Colonel Fletcher W~bstcr, for an increase of pension, to the Commit
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, tbe petition of S. ,V. Hall and others, of Marion, Massachn
settB, for cheap telegraphy, to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CUTLER: The petition of citizens of Woodbridge, New 
Jersey, of similar import, to the same committee. 

Also, tbe petition of the Friends' Temperance Union of New York, 
signet.l by its officers, for the passage of the Senate bill providing for 
a commii:!Sion of inquiry concerning tbe alcoholic liquor traffic, to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of citizens of Florida, for authority 
to construct a ship-canal at t.he bead of Lake George, Florida, to the 
Committee on Rail ways and Canals. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of Israel Frost and 40 other citizenR 
of Oxford County, Micbigan, for the enforcement of t.he provisions of 
the act of July 24, 1866, providing for tbe purchase of telegraph lines 
hy the General Government, to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of the heirs of Jacob Dehaven. to 
refund the money advanced by said Dehaven to carry on the Revolu
tionary War, to the Committee on llevolntionary Pensions. 

By Mr. KASSON: The petition of citizens of Iown., for cheap tele
graphy, to the Committee on the Post-Office anrl Post-Roads. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of citizens of New York, of similar 
import, to the same committee. 

Also, the pet.Hion of citizens of New York, t.bat pensioners be pai(l 
from the date of their discharge from the Army, to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of P. 0. Shattuck, and 50 others, 
of Califoruia, for cheap telegraphy, to the Committee on the Po::;t
Oftice and Post-Roads. 

I 
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By Mr. O'NEILL: Preamble and reso1utions of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, recommending their .Re~resenativ~s. and. instruct~ng 
their Senators to adhere to the const.:.tutwnal prov1s10ns m declarmg 
who has been elected President and Vice-President of the United 
States. to the commJttce 9n counting the electoral vote. 

Dy Mr. SHEAKLEY: The petition of citizens of Crawford County, 
Pennsylvania, for tbe removal of limitations in the pension lu.ws, to 
the Committee on J oval id Pensions. 

By Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia: The petition of John Bohn, for 
compensation for services rendered as a laborer on the public grounds, 
to tile Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. VANCE, of Nortll Carolina: The petition of J. T. Sorrells, 
of Asheville, Nort·h Carolilla, that he be paid $223.50 for property 
taken by the United States Army, to the CommiCitee on War Claims. 

By Mr. 'V ALLING: The petition of H. T. Gooley and 24 others, of 
New Holland, Ohio, for the enforcement of the act of July 24, 1~6G, 
relating t.o the purchase of telegraph lines by the General Govern
mont, to the Committee on the Post-Offico and Post-Roads. 

IN .SENATE. 
SATURDAY, January 20, 1877. 

Prnyer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE C0:"11L\1UNICAT10N. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a letter from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, in compliance with a. reso
lution of the Senate of the 15th instant, information relative to the 
use by the Government of any machine or machines for making bul
lets or molding shells, patented by W. H. Ward; which was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

CREDE..'iTIALS. 
Mr. MORTON presented the credentials of William Pitt Kellogg, 

elected by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana a Senator from 
that State for the Mrm beginning March 4, 1877 ; w llich were read and 
ordered to be filed. 

PETITIOXS A~"D i\IE:!\10RlALS. 

Mr. SARGENT. I present tho petition of Elizabeth l:;chcnck, Mrs. 
C. C. Cnll1ouu, and ot hers-94 men am1108 women-being 202 citizens 
of the State of California, praying for a sixteenth amemlmcnt to tho 
Constitution of the United States prohibiting the several States from 
<lisfrauchising United States citizens on account of sex. 

It is imperatively necessary in a republic that every adult person 
of sound mind and innocent before the law should have the right to 
express opinions npon public affairs. Tbe State is entitled to the 
benefit of such counsel; tho iudi vidnalllas a natural right to give it 
and ·needs it for personal protection. Such opinion can only IJe ef
f'octive1y expressed t.hrongb the ballot. To deny the ballot to one
half of the people of tile United States, who are recognized as citizens 
by tlw Constitution, is au injury to the country if those excluded 
have at least the average virtue and intelligence of the voting class. 
I claim that tee women of the United States are the eC)nals in intel
ligence and the superiors iu virt.no and good intentiOn to the men, 
and that their influence at the polls would purify elections a,nd give 
ns a better class of public officials. Tbe State would therefore be 
benefited by their votes. 

It cannot be insisted that women do not need the ballot for self-'}'lrO
tection while laws exist in so many States putting them under dis
abilities as to propert.y, inheritance, business, and even the custody 
of their children. 

This movement grows year by ye:1r. It hae passed the period of 
ridicule, both in thi::; country and in England. Earnest men and 
women, of t.he highest character, are devoted to the still fm·ther ap
phcation of the priuciplo that there sllall not be taxn.tion without 
representn.tion. Alreu1ly women vote in two Territories of the United 
States. In some of the St.atcs they vote for the election of school 
l)oards. Kansas and Michigan have recently submitted constitutional 
amendments to their people giving the right of sufti·agc to women, and 
one-third of the vot.ers cast theh· ballots for it-men only voting. 
Such a result would have be.en extraordinary ten or five years ago. 
Colorado has required the question to be submitted in its new consti
tution. 

Dut the advocates of this measure should not be left to the Hercu
lean labor of applyiug to the States in detail. The colored man would 
ne>er htwe bad a vote, ]eft to tha.t process. Congress should fairly 
snbruit the quel5tion to the people, as is its cnstom in such matters; 
and the people can be safely trust.ed to decide it. rightly. 

I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Privi
leges and Elections. 

Tho motion was agreed to. 
:Mr. McCREERY. At tho request of a fair lady of varied ac(]nire

ments aud of acknowledged capacity, I present. the petition of 30 
men and 66 women, citizens of Kentnr.ky, praying for a sixteenth 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the 
several States from disfranchising citizens of the United States on 

account of sex. I move its reference to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The motion wa~ agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN. .I present a petition signed by7S men and 70 women 

f tho St.ate of :hfaine, being similar in its import., I believe word for 
word, witll those presented by the Senator from California. and the 
Senator from Kentucky. I move that it be referred to tho Committee 
on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SHER~1AN. I present the petition of Sarah Langdon Williams, 

Richard Mott, and others-403 men and 425 women-828 citizens of tbe 
State of Ohio, praying for a sixteenth amendment to the Constitution 
of the United St.ates prohibiting the several States from disfrancllis
ing United States citizens on account of sex. I move its reference to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. '!'HURMAN. I h:we been requested to present a similar peti

tion from 90 men and 109 women of the Sta.to of Kansas. I will say, 
looking at this petition, that all the signatures appear to be in the 
same handwriting; bnt I infer from the indorsements on tho back 
that it is a copy of an orisinal petition which has been presented in 
the House of Representatives. As the lady who sent this to me is a 
lady of character, integrity, and varied acquirements, I have no 
doubt that tllis is an honest petition, and I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SARGENT. I understand. it to be a fact that the petition pre

sented by the Senator is a copy of an original petition yesterday pre
sented in the House of Repre~:;entatives. 

.Mr. THURMAN. So I understand. I also present a petition pray
ing for an amendment to the pension laws. The petition is signed 
very numerously by citizens of Marion County, Ohio, most of whom 
wore officers and soluiers in the late war. I move its reference to til~ 
Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DAWES. I present tho petition of Julie B. Hunt, E. S. Ham

mond, A.. P. Lillie, and others-76 men and 127 women-203 citizens of 
tile State of Massachusetts, praying for a sixteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, prohibiting the several States from 
disfranchising United States citizens on account of sex. This, us the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. THUIDIAN] observed of the paper presented 
by him, is upon its face a copy, and I make the same inference that tho 
Senator from Ohio did, that it is a copy of a petition or attached. to 
another petition which has been presented in the other branch. I 
desire to say in reference to it that the subject-matter of this peti
tion is engaging the attention of both political parties _in my owu 
State to some extent, and that the members of both political parties 
are committ.in~ themselves to it. I think the better w~y would bo 
to pass npun its merits rat.her than to give it the go-by in any other 
way. I move its reference to the Committee on Privileges and Elec
tions. 

Tile motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DAWES presented tile petition of Lucinda Hervey, a pensioner, 

praying that for the peculiar reasous set forth her pen ion may, l.ly 
special act, be made to date back to the time of injury received; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. D.A. \VES. I also desire to present tho petition of W. H. Dun
bar aud many other citizens and soldiers in tl.Je late war, praying for 
legislation to remedy what they deem to be, and in which I a.gree 
with them, the unjust limitations upon the pension law!). I ask that 
it be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Committee on Pensions have reported a bill 
relating to the subject, and I suggest that the petit.ion lie on the table. 

The PRESIDE:NT pro tempore. The petition will lie on the table, 
a bill being upon tile Calendar upon the subject. 

Mr. CHRISTIA.J.~CY. I present the petition of C. W. Church, Adell 
M. Garrigues: Catharine X. Odin, Margaret Hinman, and othors-181 
men and 248 women-429 citizens of the State of Michigan, asking for 
a sb:teenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States pro
hibiting the several States from djsfranchising United States citizens 
on account of sex. I move its reference to the Committee on Privi
leges and Elections. 

'fhe moti·on was agreed to. 
Mr. MORRILL. I present the petition of 3 men an<l 7 women of 

Guilford Center, citizens of the State of Vermont, including Sarah M. 
Lynde and S. H. Edwards, praying for a sixteenth amendment to 
the Constitution prohibiting the several States from disfranQhising 
_citizens of the United States on account of sex. This purports to be 
a copy for the Seuate; I suppose the original ha.s been presented iu 
the other House. I move its reference to tho Committee on Pri Yilegcs 
and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. \VINDO).f. l present the petition of Sarah Burger Stearns, 

Susan C. Bnrger, 37 men and 25 women, 62 in all, citizens of Min
nesota, praying for a S'ixteenth amendment to the Cousti tstion of t be 
United Sta.tes prohibiting thesevemlState::;from disfra11chising United.. 
States citizens on account, of sex. I move its reference to the Com
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

Tile motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MlTCllELL. I present the petition of Lucinda F. Proebstcl, 
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