
Fact Sheet for the Proposed Amendment to the Constitution of the 

Hualapai Indian Tribe 

1. The Hualapai Tribal Council created the Hualapai Tribal Utility Authority 

(HTUA) in 2014 to develop utilities important to the economic development of the 

Hualapai Tribe.  

 

2. Grand Canyon West, one of the economic engines of the tribe, would grow in 

profitability if connected to the regional electrical grid by a power line built 

along Diamond Bar Road. This would provide cheaper power to the tribe by line 

service rather than from diesel generation saving as much as $2,000,000 in 

energy costs per year at present. 

 

3. Like many other tribes with a utility authority, future events may enable the 

HTUA to purchase the present undependable electrical service and deliver more 

reliable service to the tribe.  

 

4. The delivery of water requires electricity to operate pumps; the HTUA could be 

the source that delivers electricity at a reduced cost to the tribe.  

 

5. In order to deliver utilities and other infrastructure, the Hualapai Tribal 

Council must enter into contractual agreements with contractors and other 

financial institutions to build the delivery systems. This requires written 

agreements to include a limited waiver of sovereign immunity. 

 

6. The tribal constitution requires approval by 30% of eligible voters to waive 

immunity of the tribe for liabilities exceeding $250,000.  This requirement hinders 

the tribe from developing economically.  

 

7. To attract future economic development to the tribe that provides for the 

wellbeing of the tribe, it is necessary to amend the constitution to provide the 

tribal council the ability to ensure economic development. 

 

8. Allowing the tribal council to enter into agreements that include a limited 

waiver of sovereign immunity will enable the HTUA and other entities created by 

tribal council to enter into contracts that would fund these developments. 

 

9. The proposed amendment will not take away any wording from the constitution. 

The amendment will add new wording that provides the tribal council the 

authority to vote on this issue. 

 

10. The limited waiver shall not be construed to waive any immunity of the Hualapai 

Tribe, or to extend any liability to any assets, revenues, or incomes of the 

Hualapai Tribe, other than those of HTUA such as power lines, substations, 

generators and other facilities it may own and operate.  The limited waiver of 

sovereign immunity allows disputes to be settled in federal court after hearing 

in Hualapai Tribal Court. 

 

Prepared by:  Hualapai Tribal Utility Authority, April 13, 2016, revised 4/26/16 


