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Kariba,

Church Hill,
[warme Minsiar,
Blandford Forum,

Dorset OTH1 BLS.

lalapnona:
0747 811310 = home
{0202 472327 - work,

17 May 19793

The Licrary,
Tha SGerman Historical Institute,
1% Blopmsbury Sguare,

LOMDON WCTA ZLE,

Dear SirfMadam,

| have enclosed & copy of what appears e be the personal account of a German
citizen who was imprisocned at Buchenwaicd concentrazion camp before and durlng
the early part of the Second World War. ki

i

My father, who was an officer in the Royal Signals throughoul =hat war, was
recently preparing f2¢ & house meve and was going throuch some olc ogpers woen
he eame acress this account, which he showed me. Although he had briefly
mentioned it 1o me many years ago, it was thz first time that [ nac read it
There is probab.y wvery Llittle informatlon contained in it that Is not already
known. However, at it appoears to have peen written before the war enceg————
befera most of this (nformation became common knowledge—-----1 thougnht that it
could be of historicsl vaiue.

The original type wriiisn sccount, held by my father was given to nim whan he
was in the Western Dasert, Egypt. Fe oniy remembers that it was given to him by
a Major "Caba" Smith, so callad because he was the Major in the town of Daba. My
father returnec from the Micdie East in the early part of 1946 and he believes
that in atl probability he was given the tvpe written sccount in 1945. | have
inciuded & photostat of the envelope that my father kept the sccount in.
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[ contacted Professor O'Meill of ALl Souls Cotlege, Oxforg, for acvica and he
suggested tnat, as it appears to e written by a Germen cifizen [t would be
aporopriate o send it to you to forwarc to the retevant archives., | have alco

sant & copy to tne moerial War Museum, London. My father has agreed with my
intantions to Torward This information.

ara not particularly gqood guality, but are readable, Flease

LE

The pootosiats
yvou wigh a better guality reprocuciion or signt of the original.

alr
contact me if

Yours sincerety,

Brian C. Young.
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The following inscriptiom hand over the sntrance to
the Qamp,-

FIGHT OR WRGHG -~ MY COUNTRY
TO EACH MAN HIS IUE,

Nemzs of the 53 Ieadern of tha Jmmpie

Commapdant Stendartenfushsr  KOCH, %

Camp Leadar, Sturmbannfushrar jrihur BOEDEL, A

Assty Canp Lesder, Hauptatumfushrar FILORSTEDT,

Subseguent Gomnandery Heupteturmfushrer FISTA, S
" Camp Laadar Hauptaturmfusehrar Max SCHOBRET.

AB3t ® Camp Ieadar, Sturmfushrar FLATRN .

Barreck Laader, HAARMAN - JOENNY.

Lamp Ingtor Heupts turmfushrer BORENL .

uerd Regkg 858 Drath's pead pocot,

Frovost K.0.0.1 H, Scharfuabrers SMTH.

INTRODUCTION

Much has alrsady been rumcured about the sonditicné in Garman gobasntration
Campa, Byt the Parmane themselves konow lsast about tham, Thoee who mansged to get out
remaln silents The reeson 1s not se much the fact that they had to 2imm on the dotted
lins %o kesp their mouths shut, but bacaups they Were afraid to ba locked upcn aa liars
sinee their ecccunts would Sound foo inoredible.anyhow. fphess notes have basn sritten down
wo in prdsr to throw soue 1ight on the setusl conditicns in a Conceniration nampe and
further in crder to expose to the Garman youth the, trus facs of tha elique of mEngatara
¥ao ruled Germany. We who wore thers, were looksd upcn and called sepemies of the giatan
But 1 want to smphazige hare and now that all ths inmates T go% to kuew thera, loved
thair eountry aa ardently as any cther German, = but in emy essa dsspexr #han thoss
crimionls who ccnsciously led commary 4r war, Now that the end of the wur is maar,
8ven ihe mcatconvinged Naticel Socialists reslize that thess sadists would be gapable

of anything that sould Frolong the war and with it their docmed liveay if only for a
fow days. This is their aonesntic

Although not really religious T fesl deaply grateful and conscious that Jue tice atill
pravalls in thiz worlds 7o the ipnumerabls friends and comrades who ware murdsrad in

acld bleod I wish to say in memoriam;« = ®your desth will be avengad, your suffaringa
bave pot been in vaings
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The train starts end the wheals of our eattle truck loaded with priscmers slowly o
ves over the Rallway croseings of ststion B, we are trevelling East, But Cas yet we =gl
e ucaware of vur destinatico, There are iwo of us in ome tiny osll;. the mall windowW "~
¢lesely wired in is juat bigh encugh that, if T stood on my tces I could just mensSge to.,
Ece the Countlyalde pess by, Ukeis t07 Wpils:t I ax lockipg throngh the window my R
travelling carpanian 16 reating oo the narrow snd only seat, This uncertainty is terridle
Wt I am dstermined not to ponder or to broods Later I got tired and I wanted to ask mys v
ganrade wsthar be would not like to gt aglimpse of the cutside world; a short glance wag suf’
sufficient, I saw his ayss wire wt, D= had to loave 4 children and his ailing wife &7
behaid and all of & sudden the merories of the painful rarting from ny own baloved nnn_;ﬁ_; 5
2g8in surgss up in e and also the uncertainty of what the Puture holda in store, "Donkl
{1oo8e ooursge® I say "scon you will be back with your fomily, what gan’ they want from uss |
®s havent *doné anything wirong', Listlessly he shakes his weary head and ny feeling of dajc -
dejection deapens, All this seams 1ike & nishimere fram which 1 hope to emsrue, ?};

It is 5430 in the merning, my wife is preparing breakfaat in order to et me df-to
to werk, 8 knock at the door makes me wonder who Would honour us with sish an sarlyciadkix .
visit, ™o men enter mt hone, prove their jdentity as Gestapo afficials and ask for my
neme, They order me to come along., When my wife cbjecta, they ourtly tell Ler that she - .
need not worly, my preésence is only required for sonfimmetiomn of partifulars and T would ¢
tha backeoom, A small cpen oar standing ready in front £ of my home tock us to the Police
meadquaters. Thers py personnal rartioulars were tekep down and without any explanation
Iwas thrown into & prison cell, 7T hed not comitied any of fence, but I had never had any
syupathiss for Nationel Sccislism snd so anticipated the worst, TWesks and woeks of n
terrible uncertainty went by; at lest one day T was brought up for questicning, and was .-
told to sign a docupent purporting to be & request fo ba taken into "protective custody,
It ¥as a largs pink fom, 8tating that T hed prowed Ly remarks made at work that I waa
pot & Rationa) Sceialiet, that T had refussd to Jion various party organ sations ste,
It Were therefore & heotasity to tske m@ into protsctive costody, since I wes o danger g
o tha semcurity of the state, I d1d not deny that T was not a Nazi, tut replied thaet ;';,,5_
of thase accusationd wWere incorrsct snd I requasted to e brought before & eivil i
oirt, In shart, T refussd to &8lgn this dooument,, ¢me official brendisied a pistol in o
mmont of my no=s and told me that in the pew Germany pRople of my kind would get short
rift. With the usual kicks in ny behind, I was shoved back inte oy c2ll, I Lad to
cnaider my wife, child, parsnts and brothers, =0 next day, to save themfrom suffering
through me, I signed not the request for protective custody, but en ettashedd alip
Gcknowledging reclept of sn ordsr for proteetlve custody,

B

o

The following Sundsy my whole family cems to ese me for the last tine, 1 et

repeated to them that I had deme nething Wrong and thers wes no reaam to worry, fhe
fPolice official
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cgen duty cckforted my parents by telling them that, at the worst,] h&d only to underge a nh:-
hort politice] re.sducation, My parents had brought us up in the spirit of demcerasy,

® wers thres brothera wery devoted to our perents, who sufrered grastly by my detemtions

I pranieed then, that wWhape-swer I would be teken, I would do allin oy powar o prove

hat T hed been unjustly dmprisomed, It wWes sbout the begining of May that I and sam ,
other fellow zuffersrs were teken to the railvay statiof,...ovensonraresres P

The train stops; the stetion is Eessel and we mll have to alight. Reavily
scorted we are tekep to the town prisam for the bight, We did not sleap much that 7
ght - The uncertainty of our fate tormantad us to much,y; We spend the pight in a larpgs -
arrack pocir with irop bedstesds asnd peillssses,, craWling with vermin, I suppose that
8 the same in all prisons, o the coursas of the night wo recieved two additionsl meatay:

G

1s freind who remained stolidly silsnt, fTheir story was that they cams. fram the o

ke
hesrd of thie Coneceptration Qamp, fThe Jew told us that they were emroute to a court

thet they would not be returped to Buchéuwald, *In & few years® he said rather
sterioualy,* asgeod desl of wetst weuld flow down the Rhine®, T requesated him to Sxpre gy
imeelf move clearly, tut without sdecess, In the couress of our conversaticr he oréned
Fr 8 bt Bmng after we hed menaged to produce Bows swui oi Cigavetta between us , he

8mEd communicative and told ua that it was common use in Buchonwald to get 25 strckes -
ith & whdp cver the swall of the back for trifling offences and that cme could &ven be ),
ied t0 & tree as they 414 in medieval tives, When T Peard this; I was infuristed thet .
had to lister to such infamous lles; my sense of justice wes deeply hurt and 1 glapped
:Fhe fallows fooe, That'g how this aggueintance endsd, How many times latér 1 have
Ipologized to this wmm mer apa when I hed oy first flogging I took ik patiently, aa & tone=

it for the injustiee T had dome this mem, The fellowing merning We wore tsken to the sta
TBtlon agin, And still we did not new our deatinaticn. The peonle on the Flet fom
jocked uron us, soms with pity, and sawe with sentempt, fuite understendable frem the
jocks of us; without 8leep;, unwashed end unshaven, sur clothes vadly crsased, aome.
crathing thenselwsg  and sunting for fleas, in the end wm sursslves falt &g if we were
#riminpal®y ,  In ¥assel our party incressed again, ther e there were slaoc a few jevs

ngat those who joined us, erd we becmms quite & Mg crowd, The trein was waiting
foon we started, It was quite 8 sunn;y aftemocn when ¥ arrived in Velmes and since we

h8® that puchsnwald Was in the close rroximity, ¥e needed uo lcogsr guess our destinatiom,
fe peraded behind the station strem.iy @izrded and heard a sort of declaration of war, An
-pificer informed us that anyome wying to escape would be shot like a dog, Hers again €7
feopler crewded around ue to get a gl lmpee of us, 88 it Wse atill a spscticle #o see men,
lnour grest united Germany, who Were encemies of the etate, intent upcm degtroying the £ -
. Fatherland, ra thar interresting -. & years lgter, wiem T returmed to ny home :

e

Cojnt'd Sheet -

be ususl guestions vere Ssked, (ne of them wea a Half-Jew and mors oommupicative tham &
neentration fewp Buchenweld ang thatthey were at present in tremsit, This was the firat..

rial for sawe politicel offence &nd that they hoped to gt a long temm of impris oument, -
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tomn, I:muld herdly find my home afonget the ruins, A-psrantly the wrong poes had Bt

en fmpriscned in previeus Jears - or they had only been jailed so ¥hat gthers 5<*=-_
could, undistyrbed, conwrt sum teaut ifa) country into a beap of rubble and ashes,,,.%
: 3

¥ mers loaded cnto lorries which tock us to Buehenwald, po mare then 6 yiles A4 -
Tron Weimar, The first veiw of oUr n&w domicile was & terrific heap of bricks;behind T
it wWere B fow berracks , (ur raception was rethar impreseive, for &s soon as J got of tha
frick I felt warm blosod ninning dewn my face, I had besn hit ovar ths head with scmd thing
gs A Tew young 58S herces 8+tocd between the trucke end the barracks, armed with e
trunchems &nd w hed to run the guntlet, exposed to kicks and beatings by this -
dcuragious gang, That is how our Te-education® begen, We arrived at the Larracks, @0
Tiere they made us stend with our faeas to the wall, our hends crossed at the back oft &7
our mecky; ‘me had to 4o kmesbending excercises whilat the & men abized us and kicked
us with their boots, o[ur perscnal partieulars were then taken down in encther rocm, -
kft pfier dark we wers taken into the OEmpp proper, We paraded on the parsds ground =&
end the senior priscner ¥ 0 0 8. who ineidently lost his life a few months leter, read'~
out caup standing orders, After that our heads msre shsven and we wers isaued .with'demp
clothing, Piret we wore & wofley essoritment of clikirng, later w were lseued with -
blue-white striped unifemm, on the left bresst and right thigh wo wore cur Mintéra,
¥ive wes 3181. In later ywars we beg priscmere comdng from ot her caps who bed thely
pumber tattosd on their wrists, . i

e

Qur 3setion Leader Wes & oartein THI ¥ U E L LE R from Cussselderf, a :
proféssonel crimida]l, m tock us to our barracks, At thet time the carp Pas gfill.
under constuction and & gocod many prisoners econsisted of professiops] criminsls {r,0,),

(F thoge there wers spproximetely 2000, The others mep political priecners spd members

- of g religious sect called Btudecta of the Bibles (Members of thsl sect were 3

Conseienticus )y We thought et first that, now in Sanp, pur lives would t= safe, put
thisc wae pure 1luaien, fhe F,0,'s had established a reign of terror, A1l supervisory
Jobs avaleble fop prisooers, such 8z Seoticn Lesders, Billet.Seniors, Camp ILesders am:.::;
Forenen g1c, ¥wera filled by them, These wmere Teccgnisable by 2mm bands pith whd de i
lettering, These Ppecpls had beem told shortly tefore our srrival, that "tke right

Bofrt" were arriving this time - TeAning us w And if they Would treat us as v shou]d ™
W treated, they would be rewarded by teing set free som, Most P,C,'a founded their <
hopes ig thie promiee and, in conséquencs, there was much illetreéastment end murdgr 1
witkin the compound as outside with the warking partys., I wish however to record L.
thet gven arcligzt the P.C, "% there wmere acpe that ware decent, The other F.C.'s >
paver geined the provissd reward for their sdnguinary work and had to die as misarably
88 the cmredes whoza blocd Was on the ir hands, =

our arrivel was very 41l-timed indegd, es oo the day P AR
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of our errival the buriel of an 23 man tock plete who hed baepn beaten up by two prfﬁ:‘:nars
ob & %orking party outside the egmp and who had succuned to his Injuries, BRoth pridoners
wheee nares T deo not wish to memtjon, bhed escmped, e were in 4wo mindas ebout the Thaident
we hoped thet they would not be ceught, but we could rot sgree with their sction, as they
bad not shown much copsidermsticn for the ir canredes who - as they cquld heve forssen =
would be subjectsd to sewere reprisels. Conseguently inpurerable priscners were shot and

¢lubbed to death, . ’:

5 1“"‘
The famp Was surroundsd by & strong wire feme, at all times cherged with High e
tension currept and 1t was jmpossitle to escspe through it, Prisaers who tried,’go%
stuck in the wirenm apd were scorched $o desath, pArourd the perimesfer wire wers cro¥s mesta
manved By machine gun post#, when priscmers were emrleyed cutside the cemp, aacnrtf_m
posted &lonpgside with only & few yerds betws=n them, (utside work was done in thq"ﬁlﬂlrry
end ¢n drainage, 7T &m mentioning thess two groups especially a8 most fatal casusities
ceme froem there, There were also working partiesc for road contruesion, buildings for
55 perecnnel and "GLE,W,.* (Gerran Equipment works), camprising joiners, vlackamithas,
tinsmithe ete, In later yesra lates shéds rere slded for armement production, -
. il 53
The acamp is situated ip the middle of a fareat op & hi)l end =11 arcund the
can. ware Notice Poards warning givilisnse showing & 2kull and besariny the iocseriptlo
F Your 1ife ia in depper if vou enter this aresw, ¥

et
Te hed permission to Write and Tecievs two letters per momth,, Jater thia was
reduced fto ope letter. 11 was forbidden to send photogrsp ha, We ware jnstrutsd {o
ioform our relatives thet it yes forbldden to meke applicefions on our tehalf, If,
ingpite of that applicetiors came through agt of fielal ohannels the priscner comeoned
¥os5 puni:bed with 55 sirokes of the whip. No visitoeTs vere allowed, g

e -

There wea no tine 1imlt te the period of proteetive custody, %e were sllowed to
recisve 15 terks (22/6d) per wonth, Anyone found te ® carrying more meney <o him waa
purished, Neithker we prisarers, por cur derendants recleved amy payrent, Working houra
varied; furing swuer manths reveille was &t | or 4,3C 8,m, &nd we had tc work through
until & or 10 &t night; in winter hours were somowhat shorter, As the comp construetlom
prograrTe nesled completion the warking hours were elightly reduced, There wes Do Sundays
Brd Helidays obeérved and every day waz = sorking day, weter was axtrenly scarce 8nd we
eculd only have a wash after rainfall, The drainSpge system was not ready for use unilil’
much 1eter, In the me@ntime we had in several parts of the camp for latrines deep’pits
over which w =at om lron bars, ‘

W
- h s

(Wing to the cange of ailx and diet many suffersed from s well-known ¢elmp
sickns s which negessiteted fregquent : K =
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¥lzite to these latrines,, S35 personnel were always walking through the camp, armd
With trunchecns and bteating and kicking prisomers without amy reason or provoecation,
They folicwed the seme practice at thess latrices &nd wany priscners, beaten '_I‘h.illj,_
perching there fell down and drowned, - ; s

] . '.lﬁlul

The work dewended exirems physieal exsrtions, the gquantity of our refjicns was
insufficient snd wa 811 were therefors just 8kin and bones, s beoeme =0 waak that  the
slightest touch was enough to throw us of owr balarce - .and $o fall meant in Buchenwald
peerly always certein death. Anybody collepsing outside the cemp en = warking party
¥as &t cnde either shot or clubbed to death., On many cecaseione I have seen priscners
drop from sheer wearibass and exhaustion., When it radped the mmd stood ankls high and
and if then there wes & S5 Cuard near @ man who fedl be tock the poor victim by the seruff
ofhis neck and drageed him, face downwards through the mud until his fury abated and

gather sufferer had expired, A
/! i
1 0 "\15' Lo
Any interferance or assistanee given to 8 Comrade on such &n occassion Would
have resulted igesgeimilar fats for us and waes forbidden, The hard work, the palnutriticn

the permenent nlBus ptrain csused by the naver ending uncertainty atcout the dmatien
of cur captivit@i8o additicn to ybe cruel trestment by German ccipatricts brought us
& Bnimals, poor hunted animal s, :

In sumer we guffered ueder intense heety rain drenched we tb the sking inm,.-
winter w= suffered deubly fram cold, 4s & reault of under nourishment and insuffieisnt
tlothine, Ti# result wes inevitable - & paps producticn of corpees, .

L

The crematorium inetitutes in W imar, Jepa &nd Erfurt , eould ro longer cops With &
the disjosal of bodys 2nd W= thersfore. erected &n inciperrétor on our own parads ground w
withy, if I remerber rightly, g firnaces, Into each of thase, two corpecs were
gheved at g time,

e bed to selute Ss men by taking our cap of fy, with arma to the side apd eyes to A

the frent, Thers altogkber 200 men in cur barracks, hundred in room *4" and Cm
lurdred in *Bs, The mointenance of the barrack disclipline waes the responeibil ity év.-
of the barredh leader and life and death of the otupents 1sy an hia hendsms, yhenever

ke reporied & man, then the unfortunate Wes punigbed without = chance to Btats his case
or to defend himsslf, nor was there e poasibility to complain about unjustified mporte.

iy

%e 8lep® on iron bedstaeds with paillasses and blankets, of later which w had only
two since the the outbregk of »ar, Beds were arranged in 5 berths, cme on top of
the other , The lay=put of bedding wes the hobhy horse of every berrsck leader, -
It was pothing eut of the orddnary for ue to ecme tack from Work sceking wei, dog tired
end Munzry &nd 3
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to proceed direetly $o our barrecks in order to leayout cur bedding end resdjust it -
thriughout the night without any food uotil the whistle for reveille blew, Our baipeck
sanbor was & pAst mamter in thepe irlcks, i inkablted the zowcalled dey room in the
tarracks &nd priscners who hed to relievs themselves ebd hed %o pass through hia dsy”
rocm, were made to stAnd 8o s srall stodlgm d to exscuts kpeeYVendinpgx erereises under
& shower of Tlowas., His wwae & reign of terror apd ervelty. our indignation hed to' remein
ey any indication of our feslings would bave resulted ip aﬂrtain degthe If thiemen ia
8till alive after the war, I hops he too will bs cuaght, i
-
Already on our first pight there we enccuntered the desd bodiss of corrades’who had hung
£ tlemselves on thedr beds, Thowe who died or fallen dukx sick during the night had- te be
on werring parade 8nd we bed to haul them elong, Onh cur first psrade rain had fallén and
we gtood deep in md. We shiwred in our thin clothing and felt the eold oo our cldan
sbawn teads, All barrecks merched up ®o the pArads ground end the senior mads a strength
report to his 38 supérior whe passed it on to Bn 59 senicr N, 0,0, Who in turn reported
it to tl# Qamp Cormandent, ¥%as the strength correct the order MJaps comrus given m ﬂ
wre then merched to our jobs, Durdng the firat few ronths the stremgth report was™™
never correat, Pecauss regularly sa@ priscoers hed gone and hung there=1ves in a neATe
by ferest. So, whilst we recsived or parsde, "Standing fo attention®, The barrack
orcerlies were sent out inte the forest "to find ths birds®- & phrass ccined by the 'blmuk
leader AAFMAN=TCRIY, a criminal of unigue properticn, Were these corpses found, |
they were token to¢ the main gate , & recount was hald and then priscoers sho wors unfit for
Work were told to fall cut, Then we saw creatures helf dead.and balf st-rved standing on th
their lege mly with their lest ounce of strength, The 55 Officer stood there reaplemdent
in his bdack shirt unifenn, complets with Whip, contsmptously watching them, with a .
stream of abuse, sueh Asi. *You swines do not want to work- be hit his victime in their
faces, until they ccllapsed in the mud; sc they died, then we werw detailed to thd-':.
varicus working parties, I ryself had the wrotten luck 4o bte in the gua-rv party. T+ wes
there theim I realized the full aigmificance of the words sConcentration fcerp®, It was
obviously %o intended to meke us die theras, tut %o extract the mexdmum sncunt of work
first, ot

“® reported to e Forewfn of the guarry party and Were marched in blook 4o

the querry, whish wae stout 3/hL mile from the camp, (o the marech and whilst at waekV -
we ware alvwgve heavily guarded, The quarry was deep dovn Snd sirrounded by forsat 'w
wers there at the mercy of the foremsn and the guards, It was oor job to pull the tmueks
loaded with stores on ropsa cor chaims to the top escorted by two gusrds, A comrade -in
oy perty hed the misforgune to be pulling on the offdide and so he wes constantly -
subjected to deliterats kicks and blows by the eacorts, &1l youngsters of 17 and 185

At firet we tried to work as hard B8 posaible, in the hope that this would be revardsd
by lesvins ua in pesce, but it dld not work, bl

L )

5
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The escorts continued to hearsss my friend and he reached the point when he decided to
meske ap end of it, by What in camp lansuaepe was called *bresRing through the chains 7
This happened daily. A priscner whe could no longer beer up under the strain approsacled
the guard cordem apd was shot without werning, These wore the people Whom the Jermenm
Newspapers reportsd as having bsen * Shot shilst trying to escapet, This nethod of fered
the best and spesdiest soluticn and wae therefore practiced dey by dey, yesr in year out,
It 1a = fact that throughout my five yesrs eaptlvity T have not seen on® priscer being
8hot whilat acetually 4rying to escape, They all met their death whilet sppraching the
@eard oordon elowly, Warn out &nd tired of their lives, 71 tried to sncourage oy comrads
remlnded him of his ferdly and of fered to change places With him, The escort howewer
noticed the intanded chenge-over Bnd with kicks 8nd bDlows crdered me back to my old ..
poeiticn, The end ceme gocm, My comrede elreedy listless end exhuested stumbled om .-
the way up and fell. The escort shot him - &nd theres wes spother snemy of the stats
less, fThe killer was rewerded by being pgiven 3 daye leave, Ha probably had the gratif.
Fing feeling of having rendered valuable ssrvice to his country, 5

& geme whichk epjoyed great popularity with guards was to pull of a priamaru._;'

' cap, to throw 4t cutside the guard cordsm snd then order the prismer to ¢o and retrieve

it, Newocowmers approscbed the cordop unewdres end wers shot, te:

when work was finished all workipg partles paraded for the svening count, ]
Was the count corrset a lovdspeaker called cut "escorts dlsmlssedt, The followed X
disciplinery punishments, After that al)] prisspers hed to jlon in the camn song and were
marched of £, Work inside the camp compound continued after the evening me-1 until 20,00
bra, snd the p,G,ts did their damndest to make a writable hell for us, Cne of the worat
wa2 the Qenp Senler Ho R IC ETE R wheo never tired of knocking prisomers about apd -
delighted in reporting them, Fut a well deserved fate overtock him 8% la=t, Tor sam
offerce ¢r other he was soon &fterwards put under arrest and after release clubbed to
ceath By ithe prisohers, The sece punishment wes meted ot to any ptlecners who atole !
8 comrafes "'bresd reticnt, This mey appesr bharsh diseipline snmgst priscners, ot 1%+

wes dictutsd By dime necssaity. :.

A48 mentipned beafore,punistoents took plece after evening cownt, For newconBrs
it wa& & terrible sxperience to beer the Wailing of victima rescunding a1l over the square
¥ hew Brrivels whe hed not yot besn punished, were determined not to uter o sound,
sheuld ovr tum core and 80 expross muts defiasnce, Put later we aetually cxperdianced
the farribie psin caused by stinging blows of the whip, wwe found ghredlkin: brought '~
ecngiderarle relieve, When I hed my first flegging I clentched my testh, Rut the '3t
affort of stifling my gromps put sueh a strain on my nevess, that I was very near i
tollags= afterwards, Even todar I doent 'yet know why I wee punished, My names end t%-
those of = few octhsrs wre called out, I was strgpped onto 2 spacial wooeden freme .
gmwl vy legs weremfadted In irom jionts, (me 53 guerdec$ bold of my bead and amother
performed the flopeing.
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We Bzsured at thet time thet our refusal to aign the pink form for protective custody
¥as the reascn for our punishment, Durirg the firat months the S8 men o duty attended
the spactacle, ®earing the ir stee] helmets and standing rigldly 4o étt#ntlon, I' - .
Temenley onge we saw & Derlin Tllustrated paper, @mugled by prisarars into the Camp,
whieh shoWed pietures of 33 guards flogging prisorers, es we witnessed dasily, Tha .
capticn Wag = AtTooity stobies tha Apreed abrosd about cond itions in s Tman =

: i
gonesntration eamps, In most tazes the whip took the skin off and lsf: the flegh raw
8nd bléeeding, 1

-

i.n
Rk b

In the beginning 4here was ne pick bay., If a prisorer broke hig arm
of had any other injury or ailment, he had to carry on whth -his allotted teek, i

When, ®s mentioned before one 53 guard hed been killed, an order was i
igsued firbidding a11 prisoners to amoke, There will not have baen wan v who dam_d;-;;_.
¢ontrevene this order, the punishment Would heve been out of all proportion, A1 7
Pir®a, tobaceo, sizarstites, lighters ate, mtx wrae confiscated, piled up and bumed,
The no-=@oking crder waes frequently imnosed on leter ot ¢cass iona, Tobac oo anug@ed into
the cerp by 39 guards 8cld, even in pPeace time mt, B 1/2 -5 par ounes,

e
Shortly afterwards men were wanted for the erectiom of 35 Barr&:ka_ﬂﬂ
I voluwtered, glad for a chance to.-met cut of the quarry partyy, The change, however
Was not wuch of an improvent,; By then, it BAG become o8 ar to me that the cnly hope
to keep alive was to bEld cnc st eyes and esars open and to remain slert ot ell timea,”

To Avoid sickness and overwork wag irperative as our bodies were wemk ang tndernouri she d.
The eltemative would have nesn certaln death,

=-Fr L

We hed a pre-arrenged waming call, well known to &very ,r.soner, Whenever
8n 53 guard approached within sight of working priscners, Tha ¥hisper went arcund #Righteent,

It spresd quikly and every orisoher endesvoured to lock as uey end herd-working as .
poasible, 5

The tuildings under ccoatruction were sighted neer the giarries ghd ..
their eraction was & Friorty job. We therefore hed to work until 2240chre, The last
evenirs on that job weuld have nearly teem fatal for me, had rrovidsncs not shown some
kindhess, fThe escorta were pleced in dntervals around the tuilding and sach cne of them
bad &8 pile of stones in frong of him, Aa we coame out of the building to fetch material
they pelted us with S8tones and ope had to e very delt to avoid gatting hit, A% Z2;0Chra
w retirned to the cam p imder the usual showers of knosks, kiska mnd blows by the sseorta,
It Was dark th: ground was full of pog=holes and ditches, Any-one stumbling apd .
falling was dors for , We priscners held each othep by cur bends, whilst the escorts.

Pun arcend vs liks dege herding g floek of sheep, {ne of ihe Sz men hit oe with the
butt of bis rifle i the back, T stmbled Into a big hole, m My comrades helding my |
hend just neneged to pull re up and sgo saved me from the wrat, i

el ™
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By *worst' I Do nbt mesn deathiitself, Wt the dogratat,inn_,ngi‘gaﬁ‘g wiped cut defeide= -
lecaly - end there Was the thotight of the faully at home. To,dis was easy thﬁﬂ'-{""ﬂm'ﬁi[:g'ﬁ' o
to 1ive dn required more thenordinery ooursge cr. bravery. | The Wound in my back WU :
septio end a few days later I Atayed in cenp for Preatment, I had'a temperature aiid’~
reported to-the slck-bay, which was sitaated in the fdrest, Meny priscners ﬁﬁhtﬂiu
' . atanding of lying down weiting for éxguinstion by the doctor, I gn ¢cnvinced 1t wenl
tax any author to doseribe. Iif’%ﬁngl:r the misery apd the aufr'“_ ga of the _3_-.;-. :
who had to 1ive fhrough these few months in Buctenvald, I shock 'With fsver, Hs BuREL
sent warm rays- through the foliage of the trees emd I knely. dovi, Supportin g myselTaEes "
with my hand agdipat a fallen fTee, letting the sun cemfort my worn out body, Tandtioe
by me, en S5 gusrd cam® up, kicked me with his boots and sald 3*If, you awine ¢an’'ihwg
anymore you should be clubbed $o death, that would save all the bother about med18aREE -
" 4reatmen®, Tn itself this incident was nothing out of the ordlnery, but my being 3115
. mede me more seneitive than usual md I played with thought of making a definite W
of this mizery . Az explained before suicide was easy emough, it was aoly pa_mﬂaaﬁﬂtu;‘
., approach the fende end the senfry would do, the resf, not 'q«pum.iaé_".ﬂ:larc_ was g0 880 o
- 4o be preventsd = nobtody dould hope to got through thé fence ﬁl'xh'fnrﬁ = Mt simply ™
because there was a reward of three days leave for it. o i T

;
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Another routine punishment in the cgmp Was Peuspending®s It took place.
even during working hours &nd .the dense forest rescunded at all hours with sgonised
dries of tortursd humenity, The method was as follows;= A priscner was stood witht :
Ris cack close against a iree and his hepds fastened around and chained, e Wes tHEn |
1ifted high enough mot o touch the ground and his Hands tisd by a nail to the tre¥il: |

hehts, P

80 that he hung free and only guspendsd by his beckward bound _
' :.zr, Ty R e e ing 15
: Thia method of torture was far more p'é'ini_"u..'l. Huen 'ﬁoggiﬁé’ﬁnd manar_'iglﬂ ) e g
disd as a result of it, I witnessed & partlcularly gruesars ™ sm@cution of thia kfddc £
on the parsde ground omé dey.. The parsds ground had not been brtirely oleared of Hiom =
end saue had been left standing, . It ®as & hot day in mldsuimer, A priscner hmg:r%ﬂ’--er" ]

. suspended f.cm cne of the trees apd in frant of him were two 55 guards, They his b
suspended men With trunchecns over the head which son blecd prefusely fram Several™:=™ -
wounds, Syerme of flles covered the wounds =nd adds 4 to the torture. Then the 3358 -
men proceded o idck the victims shins s4 that his body awayed to emd fro, fhe prismmers
torments must heve been terrible and he called to heaven and his moilier for dal_ivuﬂth%ﬂ;" :

which cgused his torturers to laugh with great amusement. o T s

-
>

> FlF e - "

I hoped for a sign from heaven wiich woild stop and punish the prepetral .
of this horror, it nothing happened, It seersd impedsible that these things comdd S -
happen in this ocut country whilet, a fewmiles awey 1life was running its nommel cotfee,

 When I thaink beek today, it seems sometimes that the years I spent there and the ‘thingd
I eaw, wore nothing but a nightimere, s il B -l

=

R ¥, R e B

e A dagy efter my visit to the sickebgy I managed to contact ths foremsn nf;'tiii
: ;r,& cerpentsrs sud it wea posslble to srrangd my trsusfer to _th_aigargal_;‘mra worklng pe '
- : C Cont'a Sheet = 11
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¥e wree engmged on twilding shesp folde, pig stys and horee stables within the eamp
bt wers alsc employed om sors outside jobs, The foreman was & p,C, erd, becsuss of
his bandy end crocked lecs, was called the W"Orock®, fThe Jewish prisonrrs who arrived
et & lster date and were housed in the sghesp folds have resson to reéren ber him well,
o the dav of my joining the eerpenters party, ™ sere working on the construtilon

of & new mortuary as the cld one safficed no longer, I atlll wes wesk with fever and
with ths cennivence of my corvades T with-drgw into the old mortuary, inhinged 1ta door
and, using it B8 & cover lg down to rest, The place wes & teérrible si.it, The fleor
end the wells wre spattered with blood and strewn all over the room w=re paperslipa
with dnseripkions 1ikey *:scident from the Brain age Foriyl It was from that Weorking
gany fout dally 8 pumbter of prisongrs yere shot desdsnd beovght back 4o the carp, In
this = we all hed to e veed to death and bloodsked, but it should + reamerbered
that this hAppened in pace tire,

¥or new eopleyrest, hovwever; geve me & chonce fo Tecuperate opd whep L]
worked inside the earp thinps were somevhat sasler, The "Croock® did rot interfers
too nuck and thought biveelf pretiy ss=fe in his position it the camp, T remshber &n
ireident a8t that time which cofised us hardened priscrners 88 wWe were Boic Bmvament.

To suiiger 1938 thers were three desre In the forest and cne Sunday we
werpa al] crdered to ¢ath them, The whole camp paraonrel formed 8 eord:n. and soom
the ds.rs ware ceught 8nd loeked up in a hut on the parsde grownd, Owr night one
dear mscezred apd next morting we all were cut to recapture it, The Yerocke was in-
chargze of the Wxding party, It did not work out tc well as, thié tir:, there were
oot ercugn of wa, Bventially, howmver, w8 hed the smimel cerperdd and, heldlng ench
otier 2 our Lends, olosed ‘n, Suddenly the terrified deer legped hisl up end emcapsd
Bgait, T8 hed to start 81] over asein but esught it at last, The%Grock™ howsver was
gilven = Tlogsine for salotags, sinee o working heurh&d becsn lost with :oe huont, Ib-
eidenially, the sare fate overtoof pé shortly afterserds, T was with . working perty
of i nen, fellin- trezs, ifme of we 144 & ;ire, %as ooticed T ap S50 urd - end every
crie ¢f Lz was awapded with 235 stpokes of the whip, We were lucky not t- e transfered to
ore cf the wpenBlty® gap v or I would heve found myself with the quar.v party &ghin,

Theras 1s glaoc &hother ircifent canbectsd with "orock* whic: I ghell not
forzges, (ne evening g prisconeT was missing frem rel) eall, A gearch |, aviy was send
otd ané feund hilm sittioe on & tres, Be w%es brought back end flogeed, Then he was
rade *o GTEWI into 8 wWocdebh Cage. lined inside with heried wire, The orock® as
fosens ocsrpenter wes ordervd to nail it up, the crete was put away ani’ we NeVaT adw
the mobsonéT Epsin.

One doy samething hod éismpoeared from the S5 ptores, ALl working parties
azmlcyed in or pear these stores had to parade enc every fifth mm was . iven 25 with
the whin, Th flogeing lasted well into the night.

(h spre cByw the order came thst everything hed to be dope on the double,
Before, during and after warking hours,
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Avyers Tound at & norpal pace o these deys reciswd the vsual flogglng, I+ shauld.
e repenieoed in thie cc&maut* en that seme priscnere were 60 apd 70 yoars old. -

y oon Severel coinde dn the esr; tlere wore notice¥ board:s tasring the
a poad walel l-ade 4o Zitert, Tte pilegtome s Ave, Indu.iinr
ieroe, love For fhe Patlerdond afo,.M

Tne Rezis bad ocired the elogon: The Jews &re oup misforturs, .7 there
ig an, liroor ve lesarnt in the Qoneegnirsation Sumy it was how utterly wnivee ilis
Blogan oue. Fortienlarly Jews havs adwed rirn & Bihen 1i#c in thesa eoip-, Boi we
all hooed thsat the slogen Would come trus in e Jifferent sense, We were corvinced that t
the & n17 nigber of Jews who Wers relessed frar Concenirstion Cams wauld pobro it
thoir tesi to infiom the world of comditilons in Qernamy generally amd of the horrovs
of th e civne

ELd

Inrdo. surser 1550 approa, 19000 toc 20,000 Jews arrived ond tie I3
. gueri.: ---= U oonous gn c;:rdf-. to egherntrate o tieir new victins, Apd sc *l= Jewish
road ~{ offering begpen, Tpersoroy barvecls tere put wr on Lhe parade grovid, -
surroutos o by a fence and thers they lived belew all huran standards, They kepl their
givilier olothes aid latsr sone of then were relezsad wh:ilst the remeinder wo oo ]
browvent to us. Thers berrscks, bovever, WEre ssperated Tron oors 2nd we vore forbidden t

Yo teds oo timr,  Dyrins dbe ddy owe worked toogther wWith thetm., pmongst the J=owa thers.
WersE el with Well known henss, 7T [LERTE wh: had writi=r the worde +r Tuargs

i ropul e ces L EARAN TRCRCIUI, ¢ Wieansee Gabarst gior, Tritz GREIDTRUL, &

i Toinness o0 ceTegete, Yo hed v zone to cin: gwenk pisdd or peradg, apd 4h: fswa had

theis

the pords, o scoturies w leave eeatac the peornle,

af thern 2oin 7 wonder if 1 emld %ill & Jew %ith one stroke, A few elisrif Jewisgh
prizcrorre waerw gorkilis pear-by. The 35 man Wolkeo up to dhern and hit ope of thenm ¥ith
big trnuwcheor in the waek of his peck,, Toe pui jzrked coovulaivel: - apd was

dead, The 53 zen loiched higihly Bmesed and o

2 88y T s=Er ftwe 35 pnBeds wmltive throooh the camp apd ove rheard e
8 i

ir tless conditicoe apd vnder such {ipeastnent the jems disd like fliea,

. There wae rot = vesk thet passed wlthout tle wheole camp belns
eollisciively supishked by ons deps fezidng, The rensm iiven w8 et he: or there
Wary 5o --=h 51 ock,

Fhitsun 195% coe of 4 ¢ eccapses who hed killed en 38 guosd wos
edplu- g end hrovght back, 4 (ollewes wes built on the Scudre,the wheole cain poaraded
and ths 52 zuards merched up, armed withheavy mechinsaone, 4k prisopsr wes urought
in bewvy chiina from wis eell and hung v the sfcverenticned RICFTEHE, The coimas wes

o deft on ths gallows for B, hours, Fia scconpl ice was csugbt in @eechoeloveEiws In
Apturn arnd ¢mevied in thesae sanner,

Trrou.h thiz ve liwsd ao; sveory day might have baep the lasi Tor enyome

of us ano = oke pared fras the ehiremers of the Ggﬂg‘ Cremioriug without J-dermuption.
Qur mein 77 lagt hope wes war., Knowine latlonsl JFocizllem a3 we dig, we 5eover
donbits=ad 1iat wer wae inevitable, t <1d not live oo for cur oWo =ake but Ioo thie hope

to se hhe day phen our torturers would stand unsesked btefore the warld and would o8
made 19 wo cunt for their deeds.
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¢ initial suocespes of toe Cermen army dscleved nobody less then use and we wera
convinesd of Cermany's ultimste defsat, For this we hoped and thet bope kept ua g
goity, There were msny of ue who had been in chdptiviy minee 19335 but they mever
lost their faith in a just end of the warg

In the winter 1935/1939 most of the professional criminale ware transfered
to cther camps and we political priscmers fillad the posts sc Vacated., From then
cnwzrde conditions in the camp improved to some extent, In the game winter [
pucceeded in getting amployment in the cobblers ehop.

On let Sspt 1935 the long gwelted day csmme and all our hope: revived
e war against Foland soon brought the firet Polish prisoners they were eciviliana,
The 55 guards ssid they wers guerillas, Again tents were erscted on the sguare and
surrcunded by a fence, There were a few hunéred FPoles and they were l:ft In thet
eneclosuze without blanketes wlthout medlesl ald. Kot one of them ever zot cut, they
Aed, lying in the mud, t¢ the lezt mn , Tarritle beyond dsseripticon.

Cnoe sgain we felt deeply sshemed to be German e but hooe ¢f ue could give
them eny help. Daily we had $¢ pmes their compound and eculd ses thelr numbers
dacreased, One day, one of us threw s piece of dry bresd over the fence; Thia was
neticed and the whole camr wee kept standing ion the biting cold as thc culprit who
had threwn the bread would not come forward, 48 s result meny dled through pneumoniae
= pui we sioed there gladly filled with hatred and deflance,

And morning sfter morning the loudspeeksr celled for ihe body disposal
agued to the gotes. The crefmwtorium chimoeys belched sooke dey end nidit.

Later came the first silr redid warmings:; I em not ashemed ‘o sey that
our wyee spearkled with joy. Ome night we heprd the droning off & singlr pleks,
flving low over the eamp in the full glare of the ceamp lightas, It civcled several
times, dropped a flare esnd then & few bombz slmed ot the 58 Leardera residencs.
reet was our joy but unfortunatly the bombe fell wide, But from this day the
Dearty living families of S5 perscnnel ¢ame injoc the comp whenever there was an
air reid alamm snd took to Fha cellars there. Apparently they thought the cemp
iteclt would pever be bambed, end in thie they were right., We, priecners , of
couy se, haé to reradn in our barracke during air rel 4 slarms.

In eutusm 1939 a trivial incident brought bitter sufferinge to the
somp, One night a pig diesppesred from the pig stys. Mo trece of the thiefl or
the animel eould be found and the whole camp wae collectively punished by four daya
witnout eny food whetscever, That wes the time when the priscners cr perads
eollejpced in whole ranks and were left lying on the ground . Very few could
mster sarfizian. strengtt tc remein standing, We crawled on all foure to the
rutbtiah bne in our sesrch for food end lucky wae the man whok found = ervet of
mopléy bresd, It is very difficuls to describe adeguately the emfferiigs of the
250l wretbhea in the cenp at thet time, They dled in great numbers snd s mobile
cramztorium had to be added to the existing cnes, When I think
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%E back to theee daye, I cen bardly telieve #i myself that thess things reslly
<" kappened, We tried to mat the oddest thinge and when, at last, we recieved
our first plate of scup egein we had hardly enough strength to swallow, BEut
needlzee to say, work had tc go on during tiesc deye. AB we2 o b8 expected,
dyeentry, typhus and other epkdemics broke cut and stonger than ever grew
the temptation to end all thet misery by mulelde, 'Yhen men died in the zick
bay, their death was reported days later in order to obtein thedr ratioms, -

At 2 later date the camp recieved many young Poles, accused of having
hed sexusl relations with Germen wamen, They were forced to heng each other
nesr the oramatoriun,

I alsc remember the epecisl trestment ressrved for Germen parscis,
They were tsken to the fump Detention Cells g5 soon as they arrived, Thers
was a sirip of road for them co the aquears, about twoe fiwt yards wide, It
wa2 paved with sherply polnted stones and in the centre of the roed a atick
was planted mbth an old hat stuek cn o it The parsons had to walk thiz road
barefoct end each time they pesesd the stlick they had to reise their arm and
shont "Hell Hitler®, W th hleeding feat ik but quietly resigned to the will
of Gbd they went on their way of the cross,

Angd 2o paceed the yesrs; waltlng and walting we becams pearly resigned
to our fate, Mgh welle appeared outside the camp and rumours 2sld thet the Figh
French Offiedals would be kert there, In 1942 the first Fueseian prisaners made
thelr appearence in the camp, They were, however subjectmix to trestheant
dfferent from ours end 40 different puniehmente,

Behirnd the umal timber barracke there ware sciie stone wdldinge.
2 storeys high, end one of them, Bloek 46, was adspted for special purpescs
I don'% rmow rmugh about medlcel matters and am only trying to tell whet -«
easumed these purposes 0 be, what weheard rumoured abouit these things end
what we care to kpow, Froquently priscners wers celled out on perade and
t0ld to report to the sick btay. From there they were zent to Block L& ana
thers injected with germe of every concalveble di sesse; Malarism, Typhhs,
Cholera, Smallpox, Felttacomslie, slespy eickness etc. When the 4izesse
reached ite crisle, as serum was extrected from the stricken prisoner and
used for dnoeuleationcd troopw. Of course none of those humen guinea ples
aver ceme back., It ¢en easily be understood how grest our fear of this
new invention wae, Each one of ua lived under constent threat, 1t would
te hisa turn next, snd having survived all those yearse In Buchenwald, the
thouwght of dying.in the end in thie menner wae unbearsble., Many gpood
#x courades however disap.:.ered inic block 46, Leter some more buildings
were erected for the:seme purpose, But gt the time of my releasex they were
not in vse,
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In 1942 & new Cenp Commandant arrived and from then on our treatment
wes scmewhat justsr, Dut flogging contiued and was given on ithe Bere back, Cenerally
however we were more them gled , to have seen the last of the previous Commandant, 85
lesder X 0 C H, & sadist of the worat type. Big wife, slim and redehsired, was a .
worthy product of Germen, or rather Kational Scclalist culfurs. I wae at that time ~
glready foremsn in the cobblers shop and I hed cn meny becaasiona the doubiful pleasurs
of taking this women's orxrder for all sorts of things for her mnd her ¢hildren, &he
_ fencied particularly lemp-shedes mede of humsn skin, OCther 59 members had similer testes end
humen leather purses with mip-fastensrs were in great demand, -.All these Tgooda® ;
weee made in our workshops by desorators who worked thers gince 19335 they wers
good comrades end T hope they are still alive, Icould give thelr msmes, ghould
they be requirsd, as evidence for these crimes, Naxt tb the crematorium was the diasecting
rocm Woere 59 men choose the tattoed skin on the corpses, it was then cut off,
dried, and put %o use, It will be clear how dengerous 1% was for prischners i
with scme perticularly orhemental tattoe marke to show tham in publie,

ipout 20 yards behind the workshops a rifle-Pange was erectad
and we eaw frequently civilisns being Brought there acconpanied by 5SS guarde B
&nd 2 prisoners with a strdcher to teke the bodiea away. Wa had meda a few amall holea
in the back wall of ocur workehope snd sc could witness what was golng on, Ly

The horse stables were about 200 yerds from the camp, During
winter 1542 thet were retuilt for a new purpose, Oomrades worldng there, told
sbout the pwe horrore thet would scom ba enseted there and ome day it atarted,
Thers was freshly fallen snow end we could =ee car tracks from there to the
erematorium and blood all along these tracks which mast have dripped from the
vehicles, Later on we saw during daytime fruckloeds of strong, young Ruesian
F.C,W. arrive at the horse stablez and socm We cama to know what haeppened to
them, They wers killed by a shot in the back of thelr nack and then turnod i ]
in the erematorinm, Their uniforms and boots, often 8till soaked with tlood ;
were given us for repair and then worn by us priscmers, According to
cemrades who worksd in the horse stables the proceedure was as follows:-
Loudspesxers, blaring musle, drowned svery cther aound., 85 guards in white coails
tock the Pusalsns -singly into a sound proof rcom, There they wers made %o ’
sond with their backs againat a frame, similer % those used in all esmies :
to messurs the hieght of recruits, and standing there the Puesian was snct in the bask
thrown onto a truck snd the next msn wes brought im. It was quick work;
no sooner hed coe truck delivered ite ghastly friesht to the erematorivm, i
then the next cme arrived, Mhen goinmg to our work we had to pass the crematorium

and we often heard ¥ ooup = d& - grace’ sghots fired when some bbdles there still
showed slgne of 1ife,

_ And with thie last descripiion I am closing my memories of
Buchenwald, which I have only reluctantly brought to paper. e . !

I had given up all hopes for a release and belng convinced i
_of Gernsny'a deféat in the wer I and my carrades there only wondersdwhat L
- thgy would do with us when the end fame, - CE '

But fate decided otherwles, (me day my nsme waa called out
and I was brought to the 85 Camp leader and sent to.the 55 sick-bey for
medl cel eramdnationy I wae %o be a soldier in the QGerman army, After k
ancther five weeks of.snxious welting, on the 21st March 1943, ny name !
wap e¢alled out for release, I was glveh elvilian clothes end brought
up before the 53 camp Leaders
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His words to me were;" You ha¥ve behaved and worked well for 5 yesrs. You can
spare v yourself the trouble of telling me you sTe a good Nazi now, but wa are
ponvinced you will 40 your duty as a soldier, He warmed me not to mention
soything I had peen or heerd in the canp to anybody, end them [ had to sl

a declaration to the effect that Muring my period of protective eusiodyl had
not suufersd sny harm physically or otherwise, and thet I underteck to medntain
sirict sllence about the rulse snd instituticns of the camps Then I was teken
to ancther room, recieved my release certificate and at the sawe time my call
Wp pepeBs, When I asked if, after mll those years, it would n of be poesitle
for me to vielt my famlly, the knd gentleman snewersedn onlpg "are you dafi®

{ ™e actiugly Germen words ya used ars much courssr and mean) have you zot
your sss up vhers your hesd should be), And s0 I went direeily to my unit

et EERROERD, and was "frag?egain, The ssme day I tock the oeth end

was put into undiform, My C.C. Said "Now iz your cpportunity te prove

you ere a ga@od Geoman, by offering your live for the defence of the Fetherland,

The ogth was taken over the officers aword, Next dey I was i my way to
Denmark,

In Septauber 1943 I had my first lesve, I came home %o find thet

try wlfe snd child hed becoms strangsrs 4o me snd a0 I went to war apsin for
s fatherlsnd, which had robbed me of everything.

; I Ao not think 1t pecessary $o0 enmphasise the authemticlity of this
socount, Because after the war the full thruth sbout Concentration Camps wlll comp
tc lights, Thers 12 ¢nly one more thing I would like to add for the full bloodad
Nazis. Thers ars pecple #ho hava avery resscn to fear m German defeat, '
g they capnnot have treated the subjogsted haticns of Furops sny better thel Yo
their own countrymen in peace time, Put those whoee concience is clear cen leok = -
wlth confidence towerde g better future, the othore wlll reap whet they have sowne

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e bt et el o ]

TEE BUCHENWALLD SONG,

Thou, Buehenwald, shallt never be forgotien )
Thom art our destinoy. o
And only he for whom thy gates will cpen bl
W1l kmow how sweet ie liderty, -
We ahall not moen snd wail, we shall not waver
Magtever our fate mhght he

Weo sball sey YES to hope and YES to lafe forever
Thtll the day, the day thet makes us freas, H

L o
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