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As soon as World War II ended, 
Léon Motchane, a visionary with a passion
for science, formulated the idea of creating
in France an institution in which exchanges
between mathematicians and physicists, 
insufficient at that time in Europe, could
flourish at the highest level.

1958 was the year that saw the bir th of the
Institut des Hautes Études Scientifiques
(IHÉS), after Léon Motchane had gathered
support and obtained advice in France and
elsewhere, especially in the United States.
Special mention should be made here of
the very positive welcome he received
from Robert Oppenheimer, then director
of the famous Institute for Advanced Study
in Princeton, which served as a model for
IHÉS; this consisted in nur turing a very
open and constantly renewed community
across disciplines, around a small core of
exceptionally talented researchers.

The Institute grew, the only one of its kind in
Europe at the time, thanks to the determination
of its founder, who was able to attract 
amazing scientists straight away. It was first
located in two small borrowed rooms in
Paris, then in the lovely grounds of Bois-Marie
in Bures-sur-Yvette. There, those thinkers
wrote groundbreaking chapters of scientific
history, creating a reference point  in the
search for excellence and original thinking,
which has been maintained to this day. 
Although IHÉS has stayed deliberately small
in size, the influence of its researchers has
made it a focal point on a global scale for
theoretical science. 

The campaign of the fiftieth anniversary has
enabled the Institute to acquire financial
means to passionately pursue the ambitious
work of its founder and to continue and
contribute substantially to clearing new
areas of knowledge freely.

AT FIFTY,  THE INSTITUTE LOOKS AHEAD



Schlumberger has, from the start, devoted si-
gnificant levels of resources to research, placing in-
novation at the core of its values.

As head of an international organisation, the suc-
cess of which depends on exceptional skills in ad-
vanced technologies, I can vouch for the strategic
role played by scientific research, in
particular in physics and mathema-
tics, each and every day.

It was natural for Schlumberger to
engage with IHÉS, standing as the
Institute does at the very highest level in the world
of fundamental research in these areas, and this for
a number of years now.

I was very happy to be associated with this new
campaign, a key one for the Institute’s future, and
thus destined to have an impact on the internatio-
nal scientific community.

That campaign, conducted over several continents,
became an opportunity to highlight the importance
of supporting institutions like IHÉS, and to have
many partners who contribute actively to defen-
ding this cause.

The IHÉS 50th Anniversary Campaign was 
an essential phase in the development of this 
institution. Fifty years ago, Léon Motchane founded
IHÉS, inspired by the Institute for Advanced Study
in Princeton. Today, it ranks at the highest levels in
mathematics and theoretical physics research. The
reputation of its permanent professors, the high

level of its conferences and 
summer schools, the diversity and
calibre of the many researchers
who come from all over the world
to work there, all bear witness to

this. They all talk of their time at IHÉS as an impor-
tant step in the advancement of their work, thanks
to the prolonged and informal interactions made
possible on the Bures-sur-Yvette campus.

This successful Campaign gave IHÉS the means to
achieve an ambitious development programme. 
The funds raised will enable the consolidation of 
financing for Chairs, the broadening of work beyond
the frontiers of mathematics and biology, the in-
crease in the resources for accommodating resear-
chers, in a word, to be in a better position to
measured against the competition.

Andrew GOULD
Co-Chairman of the campaign

André LÉVY-LANG
Co-Chairman of the campaign

Merci!



THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN

The campaign of the fiftieth Anniversary
took full advantage of the 2008 Jubilee and
exceeded its initial target of 20 million€ 
in February 2009. Supported by an active
Campaign Committee, the Institute 
convinced many partners to make major
gifts to its endowment ensuring the 
sustainability of the Institute.

For this project, IHÉS has already gathered
a large number of supporters, who 
appreciate the beauty of theoretical science,
especially mathematics and physics, and
who are conscious of its status as the 
cornerstone for all other sciences. For this,
IHÉS offers most grateful thanks.

Key figures

With almost 24 million euros collected between 2008 and 2011, IHÉS Campaign was
a success beyond expectations.

A tremendous generosity
A record gift of 6M€
Six companies and Foundations involved in projects over 1M€

Constant efforts
A prestigious Campaign Committee 
A professional team fully committed

A successful mission
Nearly a quarter of the gifts from abroad
Nearly 80% of the gifts to reinforce the Institute’s endowment

Gifts origin



Schlumberger Chair for amthematical sciences at IHÉS

As a member of the Board since 2003, Schlumberger is an historic partner of IHÉS and one of its major
donators. The creation of this Chair at IHÉS in November 2006 is motivated by common interests.
The aim of this Chair is to conduct research and exchange of views on theoretical topics arising from 
problems encountered in technological domains.

REALISATION #1
LAUNCHING NEW RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

The first mystery in the world is that of the nature
of physical laws. (…) The second mystery is that of life.
(…) The third mystery is the function of the brain. (…)
The only way to represent any of the three structures
in a format comprehensible to the human mind (brain?)
is to construct mathematical models.  

Almost all we see in mathematics today has evolved
under the influence of the first of the three mysteries.
Mathematicians keep searching for the ultimate 
symmetry of the universe projected onto the human 

reasoning. But nothing like that has ever helped in 
elucidating the structures of life and of the mind (brain).
And here the fourth mystery comes in, the mystery of
mathematical structure. Why and when does it appear,
how can we model it and how does the brain manage to
create it out of the chaos of the external input?

From The Unravelers, a book by Jean-François DARS,
Annick LESNE and Anne PAPILLAULT, published  by A.K.
Peters, Ltd. - Extract from a text by Mikhail GROMOV.

Mathematics plays a key, but often underestimated role in
technological innovation. Mathematicians’ recent discoveries
allow us to hope that many problems encountered in 
technology will find new solutions and that these problems
will, in turn, inspire mathematicians with original developments
in their science. It was with this in mind that Schlumberger
created the “Schlumberger Chair for Mathematical Sciences”
at the Institut des Hautes Études Scientifiques. IHÉS is one of
the best mathematics research centres in the world, and
Schlumberger is happy to support an institution of 
exceptional quality located in France.

Philippe LACOUR-GAYET
vice Président, Chief Scientist

Simons Funds for biology 

Research activities at the interface between biology and mathematics began in 1997 at the initiative of 
Mikhail Gromov, an IHÉS permanent professor at IHÉS. In order to sustain this research activity at IHÉS, the
Institute created a permanent Fund, dedicated to supporting research  focusing on the use of mathematics
to gain a better understanding of biology.



REALISATION #2
SUPPORTING SCIENCE AT ITS HIGHEST LEVEL

The first Endowed Professorship, the Mathematical AXA Chair at IHÉS was created in 2008 thanks to the
AXA Research Fund. With this support, AXA contributes to the development of fundamental  research, key
to innovation  and links its name with the excellence of French mathematics. 
Holder of the Chair is   Maxim K ontsevich, a mathematician and IHÉS permanent professor, recruited in
1995 at the age of 33. Professor Maxim Kontsevich has opened up radically new perspectives in string
theory through his work at the intersection between pure mathematics and theoretical physics. The 
richness and depth of his work has been recognised internationally in many different ways, in particular
through the award of prestigious prizes: he received the Fields medal in 1998. 

Advanced study programme

The 50th Anniversary Campaign funded the « Summer Schools », a programmes of advanced  study for
young scientists from around the world, who are specialised in work related to fundamental research in 
mathematics, theoretical physics and biology.
Their aim is to provide future researchers with high level training on topical scientific subjects and to 
promote collaborative working among young scientists. 

IHÉS is a fantastic place,
one of the two best in my
profession. Freed from most
of the usual pressures of 
academic life, I can 
concentrate entirely on the
research topics of my 
choosing.

The AXA Chair of Mathematics at IHÉS

Maxim KONTSEVICH



Endowment Funds for visiting professors

Asian Visitors Funds
Hosting Asian visitors was the geographical priority of the Institute and among the great success of this 
campaign. The Japan Fund provides funding since 2009 for Japanese researchers at the Institute, while the
Chern Fund (China) continues developping the Sino- French cooperation.

Jean-Paul Gimon Chair
Created during the first campaign of the Jean-Paul Gimon Chair, supports young researchers since 2006.
The 50th Anniversary Campaign has strengthened this endowed Fund launched in homage to Jean-Paul
Gimon, a former member of IHÉS Board of Directors.

Pierre Bonelli Chair
Created during the first campaign of the Institute, in honor of the former member of the Board of 
Directors and passionate about mathematics, the Pierre Bonelli Chair supports mathematicians research
visits. Fundraising efforts of the Chair Support Committee was crucial in developping the endowment.

REALISATION #3
IMPROVING THE HOME OF RESEARCHERS
Thanks to the generosity of its donors, IHÉS was able to pursue the renovation of the Ormaille residence,
which hosted visiting researchers. This hosting capacity is absolutely critical to the mission of the Institute
dedicated to the mathematical community.



PARTNERS

Gift over 5 M€

Simons Foundation

Gift from 1 to 5 M€

Fonds AXA pour la Recherche
Schlumberger
Caisse des Dépôts
Conseil Général de l’Essonne
Fondation européenne pour les énergies de demain
Saint Gobain
Société Générale

Gift from 100 k€ to 999 k€

Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche
EADS
GDF
Nippon Information Industry Corp.
Huawei Technologies France
Conseil régional Ile de France
Total
Ministère de l’Economie et des Finances
Florence Gould Foundation
Brin Foundation
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
Flora Family Foundation

Marilyn et James SIMONS

An endowment fund will assure IHÉS permanence while giving it the
financial stability to operate its exceptional programs with consistency. 
In recognition of this need, we have committed our support to this 
fundraising campaign, part of which will serve to stabilize the institute’s
activity at the interface with biology. Hopefully others will join us too, as
we endeavor to assure the viability and continued growth of one of the
world’s finest scientific institutions.

Bon Anniversaire IHÉS!

Sincerely,



Gift from 15 k€ to 99 k€

Klaus Tschira Stiftung
Dexia Credit Local Tokyo Branch 
Sénat
S.S. Chern Foundation for 
Mathematical Research

Bull
Groupe Safran
Neopost S.A. 
Nippon Telegraph & Telephone
Corporation

Orange
Margaret and William Hearst III
Foundation

EDF Recherche et Développement
Orix Corporation
Mitsui & Co. Ltd
SCOR
Fondation Franco-Japonaise 
Sasakawa

Japan Society for the promotion of
science

JFE Holdings Inc
K.C. Wong Education Foundation
Richard Lounsbery Foundation
Fondation Renault 
Areva
Marubeni Corporation
All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd
Horiba, Ltd
Mitsubishi Corporation
Nomura Holdings, Inc
Toyota Motor Corporation
Sumitomo Chemical
Raymond & Beverly SACKLER
JX Nippon Oil & Energy 
Corporation Co.

Canon Inc.
Panasonic
Takeda Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd
Artemis
JETRO
André LÉVY-LANG
Philippe LAGAYETTE

Gift up to 15 k€

ABELS Herbert
ABIKOFFWilliam
Access Club 
ADL Partner 
ADLER Stephen L.
Aioi Insurance Co. Ltd 
Aisin Seiki Co., Ltd. 
AJMERA Maya
ALIAS Luis Jose
ALVAREZ Arturo
AMZALLAG Patrick
ANDERSON Michael
Arkay Foundation 
ARNOLD Sara

Astellas Pharma Inc. 
ATOS Origin 
AVEZ André
BALADI Viviane
Banque de France 
BARANNIKOV Serguei
BARBER Charles
BARRAL Yves
BARRON FOTH Tatyana
BEAUX Gilberte
BECKER Howard
BECKER Lillian
BECKER Stacey
BELL Susan
BELLISSARD Jean
BELLON Pierre
BINGEN Franz
BIRMAN JOAN
BLOCH Spencer
BONAHON Francis
BONELLI Harriet
BORHO Walter
BOUCHEZ Bernard
BOURGUIGNON Jean-Pierre
BOURRUS Dominique
BRESLOW Norman
BREST Paul
BRETTE Jean
BRIGGS Ron
BROWN David
BRYANT Robert
CALABI Eugenio
Capgemini 
Casio Computer Co. Ltd 
CATANESE Fabrizio
CECIL Thomas
Central Japan Railway Company 
CHERNOFF Herman
CHILLINGWORTH David R.J.
CINOTTI Yves
Cinven Limited 
City University of Hong Kong 
CLAUDON Jean-Gérard
COHEN Gérard
COHEN Ralph
COHEN Ezechiel (Eddie)
COLLIOT-THÉLÈNE Jean-Louis
CONSANI Caterina
CONSTANTIN Peter
COSSON Gilles
Crédit Agricole Corporate & 
Investment Bank 

Crédit Industriel et Commercial 
CSC Computer Sciences S.A. 
DADOUN Pascal
Daikin Industries, Ltd. 
DAUTRAY Robert
DAVIS Charles
DE BLASI Francesco Saverio
DE DEMANDOLX Jean
DE SOLE Domenico
DE VITRY Arnaud

DECLERCQ Philippe
DELIGNE Pierre
DEMAILLY Jean-Pierre
Denso Corporation 
Dentsu Inc. 
DEPRETTO François
DESER Stanley
DESHOUILLERS Jean-Marc
DEWITT-MORETTE Cécile
DILÃO Rui
DONOGHUE John
DOUGLAS Ronald
DOUGLAS Michael R.
DPH Conseils Pierre
DRINFELD Vladimir
DUFAUX François
DULANEY Peggy
East Japan Railway Company 
EDWARDS Robert
EMONET Ulla
EVEILLARD Jean-Marie
FARGE Marie
FELIX André
FIELDMAN David
FILOTTI Ion
FINEBERG Harvey
FIORENZA Domenico
Flora Family Foundation 
FOURTOU Jean-René
FREED Laurance
FREED Daniel
FRIEDLANDER Eric
FRIEDMAN Jerry
FUKUDA Takuo
FULTON William
GABAI David & Donna
GAITHER James
GARIBALDI Ryan Skip
GARKUSHA Grigory
GAUDIN Thierry
GAUTIER Francis
GELFAND Sergei
GEOGHEGAN Suzanne
GHEORGHICIUC Irina
GIGA Yoshikazu
GIMON Eleanor
GIMON Eric
GINDIKIN Simon
GINIBRE Jean
GINOUX Nicolas

GIRARD Benjamin
GIRARD François
GLAZEBROOK James
GOLDMAN William
GOODMAN Roe W.
GORESKY Mark
GOTO Yasuhiro
GOUIRAND Jean-P  ierre
GRAMAIN François
Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo 
and Co. LLC 

GREGORIAN Vartan
GRINBERG Mikhail
GUIBBAUD Bernard
GUILLON Gilles
GUITÉ Michel J.
HANNOYER Michèle
HARDY Luc
HARDY Mary
HARRIS Lawrence W. "Tige"
HARTH-CRYDE Gina
HAWK Malcolm
HAYES David
HEITSCH James L.
HEITZ Jean-François
HENROT François
Henry B. Plant Memorial Fund 
HERMAND Emmanuel
HIRONAKA Heisuke
HIRZEBRUCH Friedrich
HOLLAND Paul
HOLMANN Harald
HORWITZ Lawrence
IITAKA Shigeru
ILLUSIE Luc
INRIA 
IONESCU Lucian M.
IYER Bala
JACQUET Hervé
JAMMES Joanna
Japan Tobacco Inc. 
JGC Corporation 
Joan & Joseph Birman Foundation 
JOLY Françoise
JONES Frank
JOST Jürgen
JTEKT Corporation 
JUVANON DU VACHAT Régis
KAC Victor
KARAMANOS Konstantinos

Jean-Louis BEFFA,
CEO & President, Saint-Gobain

Industrialists need to be vigilant as to the 
promotion of and regard for fundamental research, as
well as to its methods and results. Major research 
centres like IHÉS are the places where the keys to 
deciphering the world are forged, and where forces 
interacting with the productive world can lead to the
birth of technologies.



KATZNELSON Yitzhak
KAUFFMAN Louis
KAUFMANN Ralph
KAWAHIGASHI Yasuyuki
KAZDAN Jerry
KDDI Corporation 
KELLY John
KESTEN Harry
KHURI Nicola N.
KIM Inkang
KIMOTO Kazufumi
KIRWAN FRS Frances
KISELEV Arthemy
KIUCHI Akitane
KLAUDER John
KNILL Ronald J.
KOTANI Motoko
KRUSHKAL Slava
KUKU Aderemi
Kyushu Electric Power Co. Inc. 
Labord Gestion et Développement
(Groupe Eiffage) 

LAPIDUS Michel
LAUDENBACH François
LAUFER Henry
LCL 
LÊ Hong Van
LEBOWITZ Joel L.
LENSTRA Hendrik W.
Les Amis de l'IHÉS 
LIBGOBER Anatoly
LINDENSTRAUSS Joram
LOOIJENGA Eduard J.N.
MACKAY Robert
MACPHERSON Robert
MAEDA Yoshiaki
MALIKOV Feodor
MARX Bruno
MATSUMOTO Yukio
MAYER Dieter
McMaster University 
MER Francis
Michael and Eugenia Brin 
Philanthropic Foundation 

MICHEL Thérèse
MILLETT Kenneth
MILNOR John
MINEYEV Igor
MOCHIZUKI Takuro
MOFFATT Henry K.
MONCRIEF Vincent Edward
MOREHOUSE Charles
MORINIERE Mathieu
MORIYA Hajime
MORTON Hugh R.
MOSCOVICI Henri
MOSTOW George Daniel
MUELLER Mark
MYCIELSKI Jan
MYERS Samuel
NAHON Jean-Charles
NEC Corporation 

Network of International Centers
for Relativistic Astrophysics 
(Icranet) 

New York Community Trust 
NGUYEN QUANG DO Thong
NIRENBERG Louis
NISHIKAWA Seiki
NOCTON Hélène
O'HARA Jun
Obayashi Corporation 
OCE France 
OCHIAI Takushiro
ODA Tadao
OH Yong-Geun
OKA Mutsuo
OKADA So
OMARJEE Moubinool
OSBURN Robert
OSTY Jean
PALAIS Richard S.
PALMEIRA Carlos F B
PATENÔTRE Eric
PEDERSEN Henrik
PEIXOTO Mauricio M.
Peninsulae 
PENISSARD Jack
PENROSE Oliver
Philadelphia Foundation 
(Calabi Fund) 

Philantropic Ventures Foundation 
PIATETSKI-SHAPIRO Ilya
PIATETSKI-SHAPIRO Edith
PINEAU-VALENCIENNE Didier
PINHEIRO Diogo
PITTMAN Robert
PLANT Henry B.
POÉNARU Valentin
POINT Jean-Jacques
POLUIKIS John
PONGE Raphaël
Porter Family Trust 
QUÉRÉ Yves
RAGON Pierre
RAMERO Lorenzo
RANGAN Aaditya
RAVIER Bernard
REBOUX Olivier
Renaissance Technologies LLC 
RIBET Kenneth A.
RIEFFEL Marc A.
ROBERT Stephen
ROSENBERG Alexander
ROSENBERG Steven
ROSENBERG Jonathan M.
ROTH Benoît
Rothschild Merchant Banking 
ROUSSARIE Robert
ROUSSELOT Edouard
ROZHKOVSKAYA Natalia
RUBERMAN Daniel
RUMMLER Hansklaus
SAD Paulo

SADOSKY Cora
SAGNIEZ Pierre
SAINT-DONAT Bernard
SALAÜN Isabelle
SANO Tadakatsu
SAVAGEAU Michael A.
SCHECHTMAN Vadim
SCHEPERS Jan
SCHMITT Alexander
SCHWARZ Gerald W.
SCHWARZ Albert
SEEMAN Nadrian C.
SEMMES Stephen W.
SEMTOB Patrick
SENECHAL Marjorie
SERIES Caroline
SHARKO Vladimir
SHINODA Ken Ichi
Shiseido Co. Ltd 
Showa Denko K.K. 
SIBNER Robert J.
SIGAL Israel Michael
SIMANCA Santiago R.
SIMONEN Thomas
SIRETA Patrick
SKIBA Lynsay
Sojitz Corporation 
SOLOMON Bruce
SPEER Eugene R.
STANTON Robert J.
STERN Ronald J.
STOIMENOW Alexander
STROMBERG Jean
STUCK Garrett J.
Sumitomo Corporation 
SZAREK Stanislaw
TATE John T.
TERILLA John
Texas Instruments France 
THELOT Jean
THIMONIER Christian
THOMAS Cecil
TISSEYRE Jean-Paul
TISSEYRE François
TOBEN Stephen B.
Tokio Marine & Nichido Fire 
Insurance Co., Ltd. 

TOLEDO Domingo
TOTOUOM TANGHO Daniel
Toyota Industries Corporation 
Toyota Tsuho Corporation 
TSAMIS Nikolaos
TUCKER Brian
TUMULKA Roderich
TURBINER Alexander V.
UHART Danièle
UHLENBECK Karen
ULUDAG A. Muhammed
VALFREY-VISSER Bruno
VALLET Pierre
VAN DEN BERGH Michel
VAN MIL Harald
VANDEVENTER Thierry
VILLIN Philippe
VILLOT Jean-Paul
VOGTMANN Karen
VOICULESCU Dan-Virgil
VOISIN Claire
VORONOV Alexander A.
WEINSTEIN Alan
WEISS Michael
WHITE Paul-James
WHITE Brian
WIEVIORKA Jean
WILDENSTEIN Guy
WILKINSON Hélène
WILLIAMS Robert F.
WOLFENSOHN James
WORMS Gérard
WRIGHT Margaret
XI Nanhua
YAMASHITA Go
YANG Paul
YOSANO Toru
YUI Noriko
ZARKA Michel
ZHANG Yi
ZHILINSKI Boris
ZORICH Anton

Since I have become involved in the IHÉS Japan
Fund, the important role that mathematics plays in 
modern life and production activities has become ever
more apparent to me. 

We must protect mathematics as part of our intellectual
environment as much as we feel responsible for the
protection and recovery of the natural environment.

Fujio CHO
Chairman, Toyota Motor Corporation

Chairman, The Committee of the IHÉS Japan Fund



GIVING THE INSTITUTE FURTHER MOMENTUM

Financing IHÉS is a
long story, but not really a
smooth ride. The French
State, its help dating from
just a few years after the
Institute’s creation, sup-
ports the Institute faithfully
and substantially, and 
ensures that its scientific 

activities undergo salutary scrutiny. This does,
however, leave IHÉS management the task of
securing half of its resources from outside 
national public funds.

Pressure is made all the heavier by the fact
that, apart from a dozen foreign institutions
with regular evaluation procedures, other
funding sources, especially those from private
companies or foundations, tend to come
from personal high level contacts that can be
volatile.

Because of the unstable nature of certain
sources of financing, the Board of Directors
decided in 2000 to adopt a more pro-active
approach and to develop hitherto almost
non-existent endowment funds. 

That is how the idea for the international 
fundraising campaign, “invest in the power of
the intellect”, came about. The campaign was
conducted between 2001 and 2004 and was
a success and paved the way for greater 
financial stability.

Fresh impetus was provided by the coming
50th anniversary, and the idea of launching the
50th Anniversary Campaign took hold.

This document has detailed the results of this
wonderful adventure, that has carried high
hopes for the development of IHÉS. The 
collecting of 24 million euros, including more
than 18 in endowment funds, enabled IHÉS
to reach a critical threshold in securing the 
financing of its activities and feeding research.

A huge thank you to all our donors who 
remarkably contributed to the success of the
50th Anniversary Campaign!

Jean-Pierre BOURGUIGNON



CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS

Andrew GOULD, Chairman & CEO, Schlumberger Ltd
André LÉVY-LANG, former Chairman & CEO of Paribas

MEMBERS

Jean-Pierre BOURGUIGNON, Director of IHÉS
Emmanuel HERMAND, General Secretary
Philippe LACOUR-GAYET, Schlumberger Ltd
Philippe LAGAYETTE,Chairman & Chief Executive, JP Morgan

France, Chairman of the IHÉS
Marilyn et James SIMONS, Simons Foundation

SERVICE OF DEVELOPMENT
Joanna JAMMES, Director of Development and Communication
Valérie TOUCHANT-LANDAIS, Communication Service
Hélène WILKINSON, Development Officer
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