
During this global crisis, Interfaith Ministries remains committed to using innovative 
measures and observing the highest possible safety standards to continue our important work 
without interruption. The COVID-19 pandemic has presented challenges to our operations 
that we have addressed with innovation and the generous support of our community. IM is 
designated as an essential service. Our staff are working remotely, coming to our campus 
in smaller numbers and observing “stay home work safe” practices. All the while, our very 
important programmatic work continues, and all IM programs are responding to meet 
the challenge. The Message from the CEO and this entire edition of Mosaic highlights our 
initiatives in detail. 

IM celebrated its Annual Tapestry Gala with a 
virtual event and Meals on Wheels experience 
on Wednesday, April 22. IM President and CEO 
Martin B. Cominsky made the call to quickly 
pivot the originally scheduled Tapestry Gala 
event from an in-person gala to a virtual event 
at the onset of the COVID-19 stay home/work 
safe order.

The “Dine in with IM” virtual gala, with many 
thanks to presenting sponsor Shell, hosted over 
400 supporters online who raised more than 
$525,000 for Interfaith Ministries’ four areas of 
service to the greater Houston community: Meals 
on Wheels/Animeals; Refugee Services; Interfaith 
Relations and Community Partnerships; and 
Volunteer Houston.

Using its home-delivered meals expertise, IM’s 
team of Meals on Wheels drivers delivered a 
dining experience for guests to enjoy at home 
similar to what they do for homebound seniors 
in its Meals on Wheels program. Dinner was 
sponsored by Amegy Bank in partnership with 
Sysco and prepared by Chef John Guidmond of 
Yvonne’s Cafe located in the Amegy Bank Tower. 
Special thanks to our presenting sponsor, Shell.
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MOSAIC

IM TAKES A STAND FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 
AND EQUALITY 

IM RESPONDS TO COVID-19

Our hearts and souls are 
troubled and saddened 
in the death of George 
Floyd. To his name, 
though, we know we 
could add many more, 
recognizing that the 
trouble we feel in our 
hearts: the anger, the 
grief, the loss, the rage, 
is not only for the death 

of a child of Houston, but we are also troubled, emboldened, and stirred as we wrestle and 
struggle for a more just society, a society that must come to terms with historic inequalities, 
and then must do something about them. We stand with our brothers and sisters in the Black 
community. We pray for substantive change for Black people. We commit to take action that 
will be constructive and relevant. We pray we can change policies, but we pray even more 
that we can change hearts and minds, that we do not turn a blind eye to suffering, that we 
truly see one another as the beloved people that we all are.

IM PIVOTS TO A 
VIRTUAL GALA



As we rang in a new year on January 
1, few of us imagined that in a few 
weeks, our nation and our world would 
be gripped by a deadly pandemic. 
COVID-19 seemed far away when 
news of the outbreak first surfaced 
in China. By early March, it had already 
prompted changes in our city and 
beyond.

Interfaith Ministries has weathered many storms, both literal and 
figurative- hurricanes, economic downturns, and more. Yet, we have 
never encountered a global pandemic in our 50-year history. Our work 
of bringing together diverse groups for dialogue, collaboration and 
service is uniquely suited to times of crisis and we knew our mission 
would be more relevant than ever. But how could we carry out that 
work safely, in an environment in which personal connection could 
pose a serious health risk?

Within a few short weeks, we pivoted. Every program adapted to the 
new reality, with a focus on serving our clients in a safe way. At the 
heart of it all has been our foundation of Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships (IRCP) - the thread that keeps the tapestry 
of IM strong and beautiful.

From the beginning, IRCP leveraged its vast network in the community 
to bring together faith leaders for weekly informational calls. They heard 
first-hand from Mayor Sylvester Turner, Judge Lina Hidalgo, Houston 
Methodist CEO Dr. Mark Boom, Greater Houston Partnership President 
Bob Harvey, and more- receiving accurate, current information to bring 
back to their congregants each week. IRCP turned its monthly lunch 
and learns on different religions into virtual learning experiences. The 
department hosted two online prayer vigils for hope and healing, and a 
weekly “Mindful Monday” moment of prayer. The June Dinner Dialogue 
went virtual, as well, with participants visiting via Zoom and cooking 
at home with a recipe we provided. It has been amazing to see the 
response of the faith community to the COVID-19 challenge, even as 
they themselves are affected.

All the while, Volunteer Houston (VH) stood at the ready as it 
opened a Virtual Volunteer Reception Center to manage disaster-
response needs throughout the COVID-19 outbreak. In partnership 
with the City of Houston and Harris County, VH has been connecting 
thousands of volunteers with nonprofits across the community to 
meet urgent needs. We also hosted a webinar of Virtual Volunteering, 
teaching nonprofits how to creatively leverage volunteer help during 
these challenging times. The VH team also procured donations 
(100 thermometers, N-95 masks and latex-free gloves) from Project 
C.U.R.E. to support essential services still facilitated by our Meals on 
Wheels program. 

As the number of new refugees coming to Houston has decreased 
due to the pandemic, our Refugee Services program has focused on 
providing comprehensive, longer-term services to refugee neighbors 
already in our community. Over 90% of the refugees we serve are 
self-sufficient within six months of arrival, though most still live very 
modestly as they start new lives and careers in Houston. Many work 

in hourly jobs and have been affected by lost or reduced wages due to 
COVID-19. Thanks to generous community support, we were able to 
set up a Refugee Emergency Assistance Fund to cover rent during this 
precarious time, until our refugees could return to work. Maintaining 
their self-sufficiency and preventing homelessness has been our top 
priority. We have even been able to help our partner refugee services 
agencies with client assistance as well.

As the largest Meals on Wheels and Animeals provider in Texas, 
we knew early on that meal delivery in a pandemic would be a 
considerable challenge. Access to food and social support is essential 
for the over 5,300 homebound seniors we serve, over 1,000 added 
in the past five months, and they are at high risk for contracting the 
virus. In mid- March, we expedited our annual Operation IMpact to 
distribute a supply of emergency, shelf-stable food to each senior in 
case COVID-19 disrupted our deliveries. This project generally occurs 
in late May or early June in preparation for hurricane season. By late 
March, we had adapted our delivery model from a daily delivery of 
a hot meal to each senior, to a weekly delivery of a week’s worth of 
frozen meals. This model reduces personal contact, and is augmented 
by phone calls between visits to check on our seniors and to offer 
them social support. Thanks to overwhelming community support, 
we have not only been able to maintain Meals on Wheels services 
throughout the crisis, but to expand the program by moving seniors 
off our waiting list onto delivery routes. We were able to partner 
with the YMCA of Greater Houston to provide home-delivered meals 
to hundreds of their senior members for a six-week period. And 
we forged a collaboration to feed an additional 200-300 seniors in 
Southwest Houston on a short-term basis thanks to our work with 
Chinese Community Center and we fed senior clients of Catholic 
Charities. 

Animeals has been challenged throughout this ordeal by shortages 
of pet food, but generous donors have kept a steady supply of kibble 
coming in. And devoted volunteers have made social distanced 
deliveries, to make sure that our seniors’ furry friends are fed at this 
critical time.

We have been very busy here at Interfaith Ministries. Each day, I feel 
immense gratitude for our hardworking staff, dedicated volunteers, 
forward-thinking Board of Directors, generous donors, the stalwart 
faith community- and for all those who make our work possible. 

IM came to life over half a century ago as the results of a few Christian 
congregations who connected to make a difference. Today, we bring 
together thousands of people of various faiths- and of no particular 
faith tradition- who want to make a difference. These are challenging 
times, and will continue to be, but we are bolstered by the tenet at 
our core – the Strength of Shared Beliefs. Thank you for being part 
of that strength.

Martin B. Cominsky
President & CEO

MEALS ON WHEELS & ANIMEALS

Martin B. Cominsky

FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO:

FEEDING OUR SENIORS NO MATTER WHAT
The first half of 2020 has been extremely challenging, as the entire world has grappled with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Seniors are at high risk for the virus, and as the largest Meals on Wheels 
provider in Texas, we had to adapt quickly to make sure the seniors we serve continued to 
receive meals in a safe way. In mid-March, we moved up our annual Operation IMpact, which usually occurs in May or June prior to hurricane 
season. This was done to ensure that each senior had a week’s supply of emergency, shelf-stable food in case the virus disrupted our deliveries. 
Thank you to our major IMpact sponsors, who supported our decision to expedite the project:

When hurricane season started June 1, we wanted to be able to replenish the seniors’ supply of emergency food in the event of a storm. This 
summer is supposed to be an unusually active hurricane season. Thanks to a grant from the W.T. and Louise J. Moran Foundation, we were able 
to do so.

In the midst of the pandemic, we have altered our service delivery model from a daily delivery of a hot meal to each senior, to a weekly delivery 
of a week’s worth of frozen meals. Seniors receive phone calls in between visits to check on them and provide social support. This new model 
reduces personal contact to keep our seniors safe. Thanks to Ecclesia Church, we were even able to provide microwaves to seniors who did 
not have them.

Meals on Wheels has not only continued serving seniors during this challenging time, but has even grown from 4,300 seniors to 5,300! This was 
made possible thanks to strong community support in the wake of COVID-19, particularly from Mrs. Janice McNair and The Brown Foundation, 
Inc. We have been able to move seniors off our waiting list, and also add new seniors through a partnership with the YMCA of Houston and 
collaborations with the Chinese Community Center and Catholic Charities. We are so grateful to all our donors who make this work possible!

A big thank you to all who supported our annual Stock the Shelves campaign, 
especially our challenge donor, Fred Marshall! This June e-campaign helps us 
fill the Animeals pantry for the summer. Fred again stepped up as our challenge 
donor, in memory of his beloved wife Linda, pledging to match every gift 2 to 1 
up to $10,000! The total raised was $30,000! These funds are vital to keeping 
Animeals running over the summer months. Animeals serves over 1,300 dogs 
and cats of homebound seniors, and often makes the difference between the 
senior being able to keep their beloved pet or giving them away.

ANIMEALS PANTRY FILLED THANKS TO STOCK 
THE SHELVES CAMPAIGN

MEET RONALD AND TINKER… MEALS ON 
WHEELS AND ANIMEALS CLIENTS
Ronald has been a Meals on Wheels client and Tinker has been an Animeals 
client for four years. Ronald is a veteran who proudly served in the U.S. Army for 
12 years. After he retired from the military, he worked for the Texas Department 
of Transportation. But at one low point in his life, he was actually homeless. 
He stayed in a shelter and eventually moved into an apartment in Alief after 
getting back on his feet.  He has heart condition and is grateful to receive Meals 
on Wheels.

Tinker, a rescue poodle mix, was his friend’s dog. When she was no longer able 
to care for the animal. Ronald rescued Tinker and they have been together for 
11 years. “Tinker keeps me in good spirits,” he says.

Ronald has one daughter and four grandchildren who live out of state. He looks 
forward to his daily visit or phone call from Meals on Wheels. “The visit makes 
my day and I appreciate being checked on,” he shares.

Meet Meals on Client, Ms. Rose from Texas City.  
She is very thankful for Meals on Wheels.



FUNDING OUR MISSION – 
CELEBRATING OUR DONORS 

LEAD DONORS
FEB-MAY 2020 (CASH GIFTS OF $1,000+)

Cheniere Energy is a company that knows how to pivot. “Nimble” is even listed as a Cheniere corporate value.Cheniere’s history 

is filled with stories of transformation, overcoming challenges, capitalizing on opportunities and focusing on transforming the 

future of energy. Today, Cheniere is the largest producer of LNG in the country and second largest operator in the world. 

When COVID-19 still seemed remote to most Americans, the folks at Cheniere- which has an office in Beijing, China- were aware 

of the virus, taking precautions with its employees and even deploying critical resources and supplies to Wuhan. In January, 

they sent 120,000 N-95 masks, and funded the purchase and transport of ventilator machines for hospitals in Wuhan. By March, 

COVID-19 had become a global pandemic and began impacting communities where their employees work and live. In response, 

the company pledged more than $1 million to organizations in communities where the company has a presence, including 

Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Washington D.C., the United Kingdom, and China. With safety as a priority, the donations focused 

on reducing food insecurity and supplying provisions and equipment for first responders and frontline healthcare workers.

In early March, IM Chief Development Officer Maria Magee received a call from Cheniere’s Manager of Global Corporate Giving, 

Wendy Craven. Wendy and her team had researched community needs, created a COVID-19 response plan and sought out 

community partners who could help create a positive impact within these communities

“Cheniere chose Interfaith Ministries because the organization is uniquely positioned to help elderly, home-bound seniors with 

their Meals on Wheels program,” Craven explains. 

The expedition of Operation IMpact, repurposed from hurricane meals to pandemic meals, impressed Cheniere. IM was able to 

alter its Meals on Wheels delivery model to safely serve seniors during the pandemic, while still providing much-needed social 

interaction by phone. Cheniere saw that IM, too, knew how to pivot.

“I was impressed with IM’s quick response to adapt the program without losing the personal touch, since COVID is affecting a 

population that already feels isolated,”  Craven shares.

Cheniere made a generous grant to our Meals on Wheels program, while globally supporting over two dozen charities – 

specifically, food banks and hospitals. Even before the Novel Coronavirus made its appearance, the company had a history of 

giving back to the communities where the company operates.

“Ultimately these communities are our communities… where we work and live,” Craven explains.

Faced with a pandemic, Cheniere’s corporate giving became more tightly focused. In addition to grant making through the 

company’s foundation, Cheniere pivoted some of its budget to support local restaurants, by buying and delivering lunches to 

medical facilities or other first responders. Cheniere partnered with Houston’s Mayor and the city’s Office of Special Events, 

the Houston Astros Foundation and Project C.U.R.E. to host a PPE drive –and also initiated a public match campaign to benefit 

Project C.U.R.E. and their mission to find and deliver medical supplies in times of crisis. The company also offered its employees 

a 2:1 match for gifts made to charities responding to COVID. With offices empty as most employees were directed to work from 

home, Cheniere donated surplus food and other goods to local food banks, and  also collaborated with the Houston Food Bank 

to host a mobile food pantry. And most recently, the company  donated excess furniture to charities who have found themselves 

needing to expand operations as a result of the growing community needs associated with impacts of COVID-19. The company 

has cleaned two city parks in Corpus Christi and drop-shipped PPE to rural medical facilities near the  Texas/Louisiana border. 

They also started a project to acknowledge Acts of Kindness performed by employees , such as one employee tutoring kids in 

her neighborhood to make sure kids don’t fall behind in their schooling.

IM is grateful for its nimble new friend, Cheniere. “We are not in a normal work environment,” says Craven. “We have to think 

about responding to these real-time needs in our communities. We have to look within our company to see how we can help. 

Every day is a new day.”

[DONOR SPOTLIGHT]
• Abandoned Little Angels
• W. Andrew Achenbaum
• Nora Ackerley
• S. Wesley Adams
• Alexis Adamson
• Advanced  

Applications, Inc.
• Aga Khan Council for  

the Southwestern U.S.
• AHEPA, Inc. 29
• Amegy Bank
• David Andrews
• Shayna Andrews
• Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ardell
• Ruth and Kenneth Arnold 

Family Fund
• Associa Cares, Inc.
• Charlotte and Jamil 

Azzam Foundation
• J. Banavalkar
• Bank of America
• Dr. & Mrs. Jim Bankston
• William Bates, Jr.
• Dr. Roberto Bayardo
• Mr. & Mrs. Clarke Bean
• Anand Bhagavatula
• Blue Cross Blue Shield  

of Texas
• Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Blurton
• Mr. & Mrs. Dan Boggio
• Katie-Pat Bowman
• The BP Foundation
• Nancy Brand
• Tom Brophy
• Erika Brower
• The Brown  

Foundation, Inc.
• Bruce Bryant
• Mark Buechler
• Matt Byford
• Anthony Cantrell
• Mark Carr
• Chapelwood UMC
• Mr. & Mrs. Nizar Charania
• Charity Guild of Catholic 

Women
• Patricia Chazen
• Cheniere Energy
• Chevron
• Gayle Christie
• Timothy Chuang
• Daniel Clark
• Janet Clark
• Kate Clinton
• Coastal Securities
• Katherine Coerver
• Bonnie Colhour
• Comerica Bank
• Gus Comiskey, Jr.
• Patte Comstock
• Paul Cones
• Congregation Beth Israel
• Congregation Beth 

Yeshurun

• Congregation Emanu El
• Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cook
• Marguerite Corcoran
• Nora Creech
• CVS Health
• Mr. & Mrs. Doug Davey
• Jeannete Davis
• Julia De la Torre
• Susan DeBakey
• Nancy Delhommer
• Madhusudan Desai
• Carol Dial
• Jean Dieudonne
• Cynthia Diller
• Larry DiPaolo
• Wayne Duddlesten 

Foundation
• Consuelo Duroc-Danner
• Ecclesia Houston Church
• Rev. Dr. Becky  

Edmiston-Lange
• Mahmoud El-Gamal
• The Episcopal Diocese  

of Texas
• Equinor US
• Mr. & Mrs. Mohammad 

Etminan
• Robert Eury
• Mr. & Mrs. Randall Evans
• Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Everett
• Bruce Farrar
• Mr. & Mrs. Tahir Faruqui
• Alfred Fatica
• Susan Feagans
• Lydia Fisher
• Michael Fitzgibbons
• Dr. Kathy Flanagan
• Mr. & Mrs. Henry 

Florsheim
• Susan Floyd-Toups
• Mr. & Mrs. Charles Foster
• The Frees Foundation
• Friedman Foundation
• Frost Bank
• John Gajewski
• Mr. & Mrs. Mike Gallagher
• Terry Gardner
• Dr. Michael Gary
• Debbie Gibson
• Joan Giese
• Muttahir Gire
• Laura Giroir
• Goldman, Sachs & Co.
• Alan Gonzalez
• Mark Goodman
• Vijay and Marie Goradia 

Charitable Foundation
• Greater Houston 

COVID-19 Recovery Fund
• Greater Texas  

Credit Union
• Frank Gruen

• Mr. & Mrs. Kayvon 
Haghpeykar

• Sam Hall
• George and Mary 

Josephine Hamman 
Foundation

• Ramesh Hariharan
• Wesley Harrott
• Dr. & Mrs. Tariq Hashmy
• John Hawkins
• Tami Hawkins
• Rabbi Oren Hayon
• H-E-B
• Charles Heimann
• Julie Hempel
• Henry & Company, P. C.
• Jacob & Terese Hershey 

Foundation
• Albert and Ethel 

Herzstein Charitable 
Foundation

• Lisa Higgins
• Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey 

Hildebrand
• Wayne Hillin
• Hindus of Greater 

Houston
• Virginia Hodge-Nichols
• Stanley Hoffberger
• Jennifer Hommema
• Carrie Horne
• William Horwitz
• Hot Sky Charitable Fund
• Houston Area Continuity 

of Care Association
• Houston Methodist
• Houston Sports  

Lions Club
• Ed Hubbard
• Mr. & Mrs. Ben Hulsey
• Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Hung
• Langston Jackson
• Joanie Jacobsen
• Rochelle Jacobson
• Rick James
• Ather Jamil
• Dr. & Mrs. Arul 

Jayaraman
• Dr. Karen Johnson
• Rebecca Johnson
• Suzanne Johnson
• Mr. & Mrs. Bashar Kalai
• Jake & Nina Kamin 

Foundation
• Debbie Kearns
• Roger Kearns
• Dan Keiser
• Nancy Kennedy
• Anne L. Kinder
• Dr. Victoria Konar
• The Kroger Company
• KUHF-FM (88.7)
• Bassam Latif
• David Lee
• Terry Leibowitz

• Jennifer Leone
• Mr. & Mrs. Barry Lewis
• Linda Lindeman
• Sandy Ho Liu
• Cornelia Long
• M. David Lowe
• Martha Magee
• Jugal Malani
• Aziz Mansoor
• Marek Family Foundation
• Mr. & Mrs. Barry  

Margolis Margolis
• Alison Mariano
• Marlene Marker
• Terry Marriott
• Hadia Mawlawi
• Mr. & Mrs. David McBride
• Brian McCann-Hermis
• Paul McDermott
• Sara McIntosh
• Neal McKim
• McKinsey & Company
• Mr. & Mrs. Scott 

McMillian
• Janice McNair
• Robert Meadows
• Meals on Wheels America
• Meals on Wheels 

Association of Texas
• Mr. & Mrs. Roger Medors
• Patricia Melcher
• Memorial Hermann 

Health System
• Midway Foundation
• Mr. & Mrs. Mohammed 

Minhaj
• John Montgomery
• Moody National Bank
• The W.T. and Louise J. 

Moran Foundation
• Susan Farb Morris
• The MRJR Family 

Foundation, Inc.
• Noor Munshi Foundation
• Dru Neikirk
• Katharine Newman
• Mr. & Mrs. Jim Nokes
• Linda Norris
• Miki Norton
• Scott Nyquist
• Occidental Petroleum 

Corporation
• Oiltanking Texas City
• Glenda Overbeck
• Palmer Foundation
• Palmer Memorial 

Episcopal Church
• Megan Pantuliano
• Yasmin Pavri
• Arthur Peabody, Jr.
• Permanent  

Endowment Fund
• Mr. & Mrs. Adrian 

Peterson

• Edwin Peterson
• Justin Poepsel
• William Polski
• Susie Pomares
• James Porter
• Sandra Pospisil
• Janet Pozmantier
• Bruno Preaux
• Presbyterian-Jewish 

Dialogue Group
• Elizabeth Price
• Kris Pytynia
• Yasmeen Quadri
• Maureen Quirk
• Dr. Kathryn Rabinow
• Ershel Redd, Jr.
• Scott Roberts
• Beverly Robinson
• Regina Rogers
• Matt Romero
• Janice Sanders
• Jonathan Sandhu
• David Sargent
• August Saxe
• Amb. & Mrs. Arthur 

Schechter
• Barbara Scott
• Larry Sedlacek
• Sempra Energy
• Sequent Energy 

Management
• Ernie Seward
• Rachel Shaffer
• Mr. & Mrs. Ash Shah
• Parag Shah
• William Shepherd
• M.A. Shute
• Mr. & Mrs. Nameer 

Siddiqui
• John Sigren
• Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Singh
• Jeffery Smisek
• Geneva Smith
• James St. Clair
• St. Luke’s UMC
• St. Paul’s UMC
• St. Philip Presbyterian 

Church
• St. Stephen’s Episcopal 

Church
• Mr. & Mrs. Timothy 

Stastny
• Steve Stephens
• Mr. & Mrs. Jon Stevens
• Christine Stewart
• The Richard Stodder 

Charitable Foundation
• Janet Stones
• Strake Foundation
• Dr. & Mrs. Kohur 

Subramanian
• Dr. Prem Subramanian
• Brad Suddarth
• Paula Sutton

• Amy Sutton
• Gary Swanson
• Mr. & Mrs. Rawi Tabbah
• Nadia Tajalli and  

Dr. Shahin Tavackoli
• Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Tapick
• Chrissy Tate
• Sheri Teinert
• Paul B. & Frances Lenora 

Terry Jr. Family Fnd
• Texas Buddhist 

Association
• Texas Mutual  

Insurance Company
• Pervis Thomas
• Nancy Thompson
• Adam Till
• Susie Hu Ting
• Sandra Tirey
• Brian Todd
• Trinity Lutheran  

Church-LaMarque
• Triple-A Steel Supply Co.
• Truist Foundation
• TRUTH
• Twin Eagle Resource 

Management
• Twitter
• UBS
• Megan Ullman
• Uniper Global 

Commodities N. America
• United Way of  

Greater Houston
• Dr. Asha & Farid Virani
• Jane Wagner
• Janet Waid
• Mr. & Mrs. Malik Waliany
• John Wallace
• Walmart Foundation
• Mr. & Mrs. William 

Weiland
• Joan Weiner
• WELLMED Charitable 

Foundation
• Wells Fargo Foundation
• Craig Welscher
• Joshua West
• Patricia White
• Ray Wilcox
• Michael Wiley
• Dolores Wilkenfeld
• Kurt Wilson
• Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Wolff
• Cyvia and Melvyn Wolff 

Charitable Foundation
• Scott Wood
• Jun Ying
• Mr. & Mrs. Shaukat 

Zakaria
• The Zandstra Family
• Dr. Ann Ziker
• Maxwell Zimmerman



REFUGEE SERVICES INTERFAITH RELATIONS & 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

WORLD REFUGEE DAY HOUSTON 
The Houston Refugee Consortium hosted a month-long World Refugee Day celebration in June to 
recognize the refugee experience and tell the stories of refugees who call Houston home. All events 
were held virtually through the World Refugee Day Houston social media accounts.

A NEIGHBOR IN NEED
One of our clients who received rental assistance during COVID-19 is a Syrian refugee who 
arrived in the United States in November. He has a wife and two young children, and they 
had been working hard to adjust to their new lives here before the pandemic hit. He had 
found a job as a driver and had been working successfully for only two months when he lost 
his job in March. Due to his short work history, he was not able to obtain unemployment 
benefits, and his family was struggling without his income. The assistance he received 
through IM has helped the family make it until he was able to work again. We are greatful 
to our “Pass it on” program where people of faith contributed their stimulus check back 
to refugees in need.

The Medical Case Management team 
facilitated a car donation via Tehmina Masud 
to one of their intensive case management 
clients, a single refugee mother with two 
young daughters from Eritrea.

REFUGEE YOUTH MENTORSHIP PROGRAM FUNDED  
BY THE HEARST FOUNDATION
Thanks to a new grant from The Hearst Foundation, Inc., we will be able to pilot a Refugee 
Youth Mentorship program in 2020-2021. This is a need that has been expressed by the 
families we serve and will help refugee teens and young adults succeed academically and 
socially as they acculturate to American life. The program will focus on academics and 
mentorship for teens, and on vocational training for young adults. The Hearst Foundations 
identify and fund outstanding nonprofits to ensure that people of all backgrounds in the 
United States have the opportunity to build healthy, productive and inspiring lives.

MASK DRIVE
Volunteer Houston, in partnership with 
Gallery Furniture and Hilton Americas-
Houston accepted face mask donations to 
be distributed to those in need. The drop 
off sites were located at three Gallery 
Furniture locations or at the Hilton 
Americas - Houston front drive. Once 
donated, the face masks were laundered 
by Hilton Americas - Houston to ensure 
the masks were not contaminated upon 
distribution to those in need.

CENSUS 2020
Volunteer Houston has been integral in 
building awareness and promoting the 
2020 Census. Volunteer Houston has been 
recruiting and training volunteers to help 
support the Census.  Our team participated 
in an educational video about the Census 
and a Census parade recently. Completing 
the Census helps secure the dollars our 
community needs to support our schools 
and infrastructure. Volunteer Houston was 
proud to be a partner in these activities 
with Harris County through Houston In 
Action.

WEEKLY FAITH LEADERS-COMMUNITY 
LEADERS CALL
Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston is pleased to join with the City of 
Houston, Harris County, and the Greater Houston Partnership to host this call for 
faith leaders. Briefings are provided by key representatives from the medical field, 
public health department and office of emergency management every Thursday, 
via audio and video conference call. 

Juneteenth – June 19 – is a holiday commemorating the ending of slavery in the 
United States. To commemorate this special day IM partnered with the powerful 
faith and civil rights trio Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, Rabbi Samuel Karff, and 
Reverend William Lawson by presenting The Dialogue Project: Vital Conversations 
with our Community – Fighting for Justice, Equality and Respect.

The conversation featured the three faith leaders together at Interfaith Ministries’ 
Brigitte & Bashar Kalai Plaza of Respect, which was created as a multi-faith space 
for education, dialogue and community. The Plaza features three Pillars of Light, 
honoring each of the Three Amigos for their commitment to ecumenism and 
social justice.

The video is available online at www.YouTube.com/imghimgh.

The second offering in our Vital Conversations series took place on July 20 and 
addressed this question: ‘How can people of faith really step out right now and 
help make real change for good?’ The conversation was moderated by the Rev. 
Gregory Han and featured the Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell and the Rev. Dr. Cleve V. 
Tinsley, Co-Managing Directors of Project Curate.

PRAYER VIGILS 
The community joined Interfaith Ministries for two 
special opportunities to gather virtually on April 30 and 
June 4 for prayers and reflections giving thanks, and 
for hope and healing and to remember those whose 
lives have been tragically lost because of COVID-19. The 
latter vigil included a call for racial justice and equality 
and recognized students, K-12 and college students, and 
paid tribute to graduating high school seniors. Prayers, 
reflections, music and readings by faith leaders and two 
high school seniors from Houston’s diverse religious 
communities were included in these tributes. 

MINDFUL MONDAYS
To overcome the feelings of separation and anxiety 
caused by COVID-19, and the loss of our common ways 
of gathering, a group of faith and community leaders 
worked with IM to start Mindful Mondays. This short 
break for prayer and reflection Mondays throughout the 
spring and early summer served as a uniform time for 
connection, hope and healing. Thanks to the following 
for leading this time of prayer and reflection: 

• Pastor Harvey Clemons, Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church

• Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, Archdiocese of 
Galveston Houston

• Shariq Ghani, Minaret Foundation 
• Sr. Jane Meyer, St. Agnes Academy
• Rabbi Gideon Estes, Houston Rabbinic 

Association 
• Rev. Greg Han and Kim Mabry, Interfaith 

Ministries for Greater Houston
See these prayers at: imgh.org/prayer/

VIRTUAL DINNER DIALOGUE
IM hosted a first-ever Virtual Dinner Dialogue on Tuesday, June 9 at 6:00 p.m. 
to explore how COVID-19 has changed our world, especially our spiritual life. As 
part of “Community and Faith in the COVID-19 Era” people came together to be a 
part of a meaningful dialogue about race, being an ally and the challenges people 
are facing during the pandemic. The evening included learning, fellowship and 
conversation as a whole group and in small groups. The evening also featured 
faith leaders who shared their personal insights and a moderated discussion for 
a deeper dialogue. 

THE DIALOGUE
PROJECT

VITAL CONVERSATIONS WITH OUR COMMUNITY

Volunteer Houston continues to help 
our community during COVID -19 times.  
Since mid-March, Volunteer Houston 
has connected 1,010 volunteers with 39 
volunteer needs related to COVID-19 
response with 21 nonprofit organizations.



SUMMER
2020 MOSAIC

3303 Main Street  
Houston, TX 77002
713.533.4900
Franklin J. Harberg, Jr.
IM Board Chair

UPCOMING 2020 EVENTS: 
AUG. 11, 6:30PM
DINNER DIALOGUES
USING YOUR VOICE FOR GOOD

AUG. 13, 2PM
COVID-19 BRIEFING FOR NONPROFITS
HOSTED BY VOLUNTEER HOUSTON

AUG. 26
VITAL CONVERSATIONS III
HOSTED BY IMPULSE

OCT. 14, 2020
FOR ALL HUMANITY-
A CELEBRATION OF NEW AMERICANS
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON UPCOMING 
EVENTS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.IMGH.ORG
OR CALL 713-533-4900


