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Early Library 

c.1671
Hall (old) and Crown Office Row. Aquatint by Ireland. 
Coloured (Samuel Ireland 1744 - 1800 A view of the Temple as it appeared in 1671. Re-engraved in 1770.



Samuel Carter, Librarian 1709-1713



Joshua Blew, Librarian 1713-1763



“a valuable collection of curiosities”

Mr. Blew, Librarian to the 
Inner Temple, had also 
lately one of them living 
… the stuffed skin of 
which he lent me to 
examine.



Charles Chambers, Librarian 1763-1777



James Kirk, engraver. 
52 St Paul’s Churchyard. 

From Inner Temple Calendar: “1777-1778 
Mr Kirk for a copperplate engraving of 
the crest of the Inner Temple and for 
printing etc. £7 7s 0d.” 

Rev. Williams Jeffs, Librarian 1777-1783
The earliest known bookplate



Randal Norris, Librarian 1784-1818



Francis Maseres, the Master of the Library that never was? 



John Gurney, 
Master of the 
Library 
1825

Sir John Gurney
after Unknown artist

lithograph, 1832 or after
6 7/8 in. x 6 3/8 in. (175 mm x 162 mm) paper size

Reference Collection. NPG D8412



Revd. William Henry Rowlatt, Librarian 1818-1856

By permission of ‘The Master, Fellows, and Scholars of Downing 
College in the University of Cambridge’. DCPP/HAR/4.



John Edward 
Martin, 
Librarian 
1856-1882

Princess Louise and Prince Christian received in the new Library. 
Illus. London News, 21 May 1870. 



John Edward Latton Pickering, Librarian 1883-1925

Taken from Skyvington, They Sought the 
Last of Lands, 2013



Frederick James Snell, Librarian 1925-1939



Sir George Rose, 
Master of the Library 
1834

Sir George Rose by Harry Furniss
pen and ink. 9 in. x 6 in. (229 mm x 152 mm)

Transferred from National Portrait Gallery Reference Collection, 1994
Primary Collection. NPG 6251(52)



Sir 
Frederick 
Pollock, 
Master of 
the Library 
1836

Sir (Jonathan) Frederick Pollock, 1st Bt by Samuel Laurence, oil on canvas, 
exhibited 1847, 54 3/4 in. x 43 1/2 in. (1391 mm x 1105 mm). Given by the sitter's son, 
Sir William Frederick Pollock, Bt, 1887. Primary Collection. NPG 758

Sir (Jonathan) Frederick Pollock, 1st Bt by John & Charles Watkins
albumen carte-de-visite, circa 1867, 3 1/2 in. x 2 1/4 in. (89 mm x 58 mm) image size
Acquired, 1962. Photographs Collection. NPG x12755



War Damage



2 KBW
Temporary 
Library



Eric Albert Powell Hart, Librarian 1939-1964



Wallace Wilfred Swinburne Breem, Librarian 1965-1990



Margaret Clay, Librarian 1991-2020



Snapshots of the Inner 
Temple Library

Sally Smith KC and Rob Hodgson, Librarian and Keeper 
of Manuscripts at the Inner Temple Library

Inner Temple History Society March 2024


	Snapshots of the Inner Temple Library
	Early Library 
	Samuel Carter, Librarian 1709-1713
	Joshua Blew, Librarian 1713-1763
	“a valuable collection of curiosities”
	Charles Chambers, Librarian 1763-1777
	Slide Number 7
	Randal Norris, Librarian 1784-1818
	Francis Maseres, the Master of the Library that never was? 
	John Gurney, Master of the Library �1825
	Revd. William Henry Rowlatt, Librarian 1818-1856
	John Edward Martin, Librarian 1856-1882
	Slide Number 13
	Frederick James Snell, Librarian 1925-1939
	Sir George Rose, Master of the Library 1834
	Sir Frederick Pollock, Master of the Library 1836
	War Damage
	2 KBW�Temporary Library
	Eric Albert Powell Hart, Librarian 1939-1964
	Wallace Wilfred Swinburne Breem, Librarian 1965-1990
	Margaret Clay, Librarian 1991-2020
	Snapshots of the Inner Temple Library

