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Abstract

As a result of botanical and lichenological expeditions in the Colombian Andean-Amazonian Piedmont, in the Brazilian 
Amazon, and in Veracruz, Mexico, a new species of Sulzbacheromyces was discovered and is here described based on mor-
phological, anatomical, and molecular characters. S. leucodontium differs from other neotropical species in the genus by 
having white basidiomata and colonial algae in the thallus and represents the species with the widest distribution of the genus 
in the Americas, from Mexico to Brazil. In addition, the most complete phylogenetic reconstruction of the genus to date is 
presented as well as a key to the known species of Sulzbacheromyces in the Neotropics.
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Introduction

The Neotropics, due to historical, geographic, and climatic factors, is one of the most diverse regions of the world (Rull 
2011, Hagen et al. 2021), with multiple ecosystems containing unique flora and fauna (Takhtajan 1989, Dick et al. 
2019). Among the floristic regions proposed by Takhtajan (1989) is the Madrean Region (named after the Sierra Madre 
Occidental). Despite being within the geography of the Neotropics, Takhtajan (1989), included it within the Holarctic 
Kingdom in North America on account of its singularities and floristic affinities. This region occupies arid or semi-
arid areas in the southern United States and northern Mexico and borders the Caribbean Region of the Neotropical 
Kingdom in the south. The point where these kingdoms, Holarctic and Neotropical, meet, and with them the Madrean 
and Caribbean regions, has an interesting connection with palynological and fossil records of both floras during the 
Oligocene-Miocene (Graham 1976, Rodríguez-Reyes et al. 2021).
 In the Neotropics a region known as the Amazonian piedmont, which represents the transition between the Andean 
montane ecosystem and the Amazon basin, stands out. This region originated from the uplift of the Andes 10 My ago 
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at the end of the Miocene. The Colombian Andean-Amazonian Piedmont has been strongly affected by anthropogenic 
pressures (Etter et al. 2006), experiencing great transformations in its natural ecosystems since the 1950s. These 
changes are mainly due to the colonization process, caused by the adaptation of the area for agricultural production 
(Avellaneda et al. 2016) and the exploitation of subsoil resources such as hydrocarbons, coal, gold, and other precious 
metal (Kairuz 2012, Ciontescu et al. 2019). Furthermore, the departments of Amazonas, Caquetá, and Putumayo 
have reported an alarming increase in deforestation rates (Hernández et al. 1992, Guio & Rojas 2019), generating the 
fragmentation of forests, a process that is known to lead to a reduction of ecosystem connectivity (Etter et al. 2006). 
The Andean-Amazonian Piedmont of Colombia is a biodiversity hotspot in southern Colombia (Kattan et al. 2004, 
Niño 2014, Avellaneda et al. 2016), representing approximately 37 % of the surface area of the Colombian Amazon 
(Guio & Rojas 2019), and a site of interest for biological conservation and research, due to the convergence of climatic 
and geomorphological factors from the Andes and the Amazon (Robertson & Castiblanco 2011).
 The Indi-Wasi NNP has an area of 77,336 ha (Rojas et al. 2005) and is located on the eastern flank of the eastern 
mountain range of the Colombian Andes (Morales 2020), in the department of Caquetá in the municipalities of San 
José del Fragua and Belén de Los Andaquíes (Revelo 2019), on the basins of the Pescado and Fragua Grande rivers. 
This National Park is part of an important area for ecological connectivity as other protected sites in the national 
park system surround it. These sites include the Serranía de Los Churumbelos-Auka Wasi NNP, the Cueva de Los 
Guacharos NNP, Zona of the Amazon Forest Reserve, and the Andaki Regional Park (Delgado et al. 2021).
 Despite being one of the most diverse places in the world, the lichenized fungi of the these ecosystems have 
been rarely studied. This is especially true for basidiolichens (Moncada et al. 2022), the different lineages of fungi 
within the Basidiomycota that have acquired the lichen lifestyle. Currently, there are eight genera of basidiolichens 
known in the Neotropics (ColFungi 2022), viz., Acantholichen Jørgensen (1998: 444), Cora Fries (1825: 300), Corella 
Vainio (1890: 242), Cyphellostereum Reid (1965: 336), and Lichenomphalia Redhead, Lutzoni, Moncalvo & Vilgalys 
(2002: 36) (family Hygrophoraceae, order Agaricales); Multiclavula Petersen (1967: 207) (family Hydnaceae, order 
Cantharellales); and Lepidostroma Mägdefrau & Winkler (1967: 15) and Sulzbacheromyces B.P. Hodk. & Lücking in 
Hodkinson et al. (2014: 176) (family Lepidostromataceae, order Lepidostromatales). Despite Sulzbacheromyces being 
one of the most recently described genera it has already been shown to be species rich (Sulzbacher et al. 2013, Coca et 

al. 2018).
 Sulzbacheromyces is a pantropical genus of basidiolichens, that comprises eight species, viz., S. bicolor D.Liu, 
Li S.Wang & Goffinet in Liu et al. (2018: 735), S. caatingae (Sulzbacher & Lücking in Sulzbacher et al. 2013: 605) 
B.P. Hodk. & Lücking in Hodkinson et al. (2014: 176), S. chocoensis Coca, Lücking & Moncada (2018: 301), S. 

fossicola (Corner 1950: 691) D.Liu & Li S.Wang in Liu et al. (2018: 737), S. miomboensis De Kesel & Ertz. in Liu 
et al. (2018: 738), S. sinensis (R.H.Petersen & M.Zang 1986: 284) D. Liu & Li S. Wang in Liu et al. (2018: 740), 
S. tutunendo Coca, Lücking & Moncada (2018: 303), and S. yunnanensis D.Liu, Li S.Wang & Goffinet in Liu et al. 

(2018: 742), occurring in Africa, America, and Asia. The genus was proposed by Hodkinson et al. (2014), based on 
multi-gene phylogenetic analysis and thallus morphology. The taxon is characterized by a crustose to indistinct thallus, 
containing chlorococcoid algae of the genus Bracteoccocus Tereg (1923: 191), and clavarioid to fusiform erect white 
to red fungal basidiomata. As a result of several recent expeditions to PNN Indi-Wasi in Colombia, to the Madrean-
Caribbean Region in Veracruz, Mexico, and to Amazonian Rain Forests in western Brazil, we found a new species 
of Sulzbacheromyces, S. leucodontium, that we here describe based on integrated taxonomy from seven specimens 
collected in three different countries and by distinct research groups. This genus is reported for the first time from 
North America (in Mexico), and it presents a particular distribution of interesting transitional floristic regions of the 
Neotropics.

Material and Methods

Field and herbarium work

Fresh material was collected in the Indi Wasi National Natural Park on the Andean-Amazon Biogeographic Region 
(n=4). Additional samples were collected in Naranjal and Los Reyes in Veracruz, Mexico (n=2) and in the Reserva 
Extrativista do Cazumbá-Iracema in Acre, Brazil (n=1, Fig. 1). Specimens were gathered with remnants of the substrate 
(soil) in paper napkins and paper bags. Then the material was air-dried at room temperature. The specimens were 
examined under a NIKON SMZ800 dissecting microscope. Sections of the thallus and the basidiomata were studied 
under a NIKON E200 compound microscope. Microscope images were taken with a CANON Powershot G9X MarK 
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II camera. Measurements of all structures were done with the calibrated images using ImageJ 1.49 software (Schneider 
et al. 2012).

FIGURE 1. A. Distribution map of Neotropical Sulzbacheromyces species.  

Molecular data

ITS sequences of Sulzbacheromyces samples (Table 1) were generated for this study in the Field Museum’s Pritzker 
Laboratory for Molecular Systematics and Evolution, using the ZR Fungal/Bacterial DNA MiniPrep™ (Zymo 
Research, Irvine, CA, USA) and Plant/Fungi DNA Isolation Kit (Norgen Biotek Corp., Canada) for DNA isolation 
following the manufacturer’s instructions. Since our study focused on the mycobionts, only basidiomata were included 
in the DNA extraction tubes to avoid possible contaminants from the soil, The oldest basidiomata spent ten months as 
herbarium specimens between dehydration and sequencing at an average temperature of 19 °C. The primers used for 
amplification were ITS1F (Gardes & Bruns 1993) and ITS4 (White et al. 1990). PCR amplifications were carried out 
using 6 µL of MyTaq™ Red DNA Polymerase (Bioline, Taunton, MA, USA), 0.25 µL of each primer, 0.5 µL genomic 
DNA extract and 5 µL distilled water for a total of 12 µL. Thermal cycling parameters were: initial denaturation for 1 
min at 95 °C, followed by 30 cycles of 15 s at 95 °C, 15 s at 53 °C, 10 s at 72 °C, and a final elongation for 10 s 72 °C. 
PCR samples were visualized on a 1 % ethidium bromide-stained agarose gel under UV light to check well bands. PCR 
products were cleaned with ExoSAP-IT (USB, Cleveland, OH, USA). The 10 µL cycle sequencing reactions consisted 
of 1–1.5 µL of BIG DYE Version 3.1 (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, California, U.S.A.), 2.5–3 µL of BIG DYE 
buffer,6 µM primer, 0.75–2 µL PCR product and water. Samples were sequenced with PCR primers in the Pritzker 
Laboratory (Chicago, USA) and Macrogen (Korea). The cycle sequencing conditions were as described in Coca et al. 
(2018) and sequences were assembled in GENEIOUS Pro 9.1.8 and submitted to GenBank (Table 1).

Phylogenetic analyses

ITS sequences of the new species were aligned with sequences of the same genus downloaded from GenBank. Five 
sequences of Lepidostroma calocerum (G.W.Martin 1940: 196) Oberwinkler (1984: 773) were used as outgroup (Table 
1), following previous studies in the group (Sulzbacher et al. 2016, Coca et al. 2018). Sequences were aligned using 
GENEIOUS Pro 9.1.8 and with MAFFT using the auto option (Katoh & Toh 2005; Katoh et al. 2009). The final 
alignment was subjected to a maximum likelihood search with RAxML 8.2.0 (Stamatakis 2015) using the GTR-
gamma model, and non-parametric bootstrapping using 1000 replicates. Likewise, a Bayesian analysis was carried out 
in MrBayes, using the same alignment, GTR as a substitution model with gamma rate variation, starting from a random 
tree, and four Markov chains were run in parallel to sample trees using the Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) 
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method. After the burn-in phase every 100.000 samples out of 200 generations was considered to ensure convergence 
and stability of the phylogenetic tree reconstruction.

TABLE 1. GenBank accession numbers of data used in the phylogenetic analyses. The sequences generated by this study 
are in bold. Specimens with an ‘en’ dash were not sequenced.
Taxon Collection details GenBank Accession 

Number (ITS)

Ertzia akagerae Rwanda, Ertz et al. 7673 (BR) KU999883
Lepidostroma calocerum Colombia, Lücking 35836a, basidiome (F) KT354923
Lepidostroma calocerum Colombia, Lücking 35836b, basidiome (F) KT354924
Lepidostroma calocerum Colombia, Lücking 35836b, thallus (F) KT354925
Lepidostroma calocerum Colombia, Tisnes 1a, basidiome (F) KT354926
Sulzbacheromyces bicolor China, Wang & Wang 13-38188 (KUN-L) KU999886
Sulzbacheromyces bicolor China, Wang & Wang 13-38187 (KUN-L) KU999887
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Ovrebo 5034 (JPB51318, UFRN-Fungos 2502) KT354928
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sulzbacher 237 (UFRN-Fungos 1479) KC170320
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sulzbacher 235 (UFRN-Fungos 1478) KC170321
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sulzbacher s. n. (UFRN-Fungos 2050) KT354929
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sulzbacher s. n. (UFRN-Fungos 2049) KT354930
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sousa 65 (UFRN-Fungos 2051) KT354931
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Wartchow 58-2013 (UFRN-Fungos 2105) KT354932
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sulzbacher 235 (UFRN-Fungos 1478, isotype, basidiome) KT354933
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sulzbacher 235 (UFRN-Fungos 1478, isotype, thallus) KT354934
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sulzbacher 237 (UFRN-Fungos 1479, basidiome) KT354935
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sulzbacher 237 (UFRN-Fungos 1479, thallus) KT354936
Sulzbacheromyces caatingae Brazil, Sulzbacher 235 (UFRN-Fungos 1478, type) NR120240
Sulzbacheromyces chocoensis Colombia, Coca 5821, LFC129 (FAUC, holotype) MG434495
Sulzbacheromyces chocoensis Colombia, Coca 5824, MON3373 (FAUC, paratype) MG434496
Sulzbacheromyces chocoensis Colombia, Coca 5821, MON3375 (B, isotype) MG434497
Sulzbacheromyces fossicola Thailand, Verbeken & R. Walleyn 2004-056 (GENT) KX431120
Sulzbacheromyces fossicola Thailand, Stubbe D. & Walleyn R. DS07-379 (GENT) KX431121
Sulzbacheromyces fossicola China, Wang et al. 14-44144 (KUN-L) KU999888
Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium Brazil, ISE 50192 (ISE, ABL) OQ650292

Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium Colombia, Coca 9262 (FAUC, F) OP890603

Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium Colombia, Coca 13505(JBB, FAUC) –
Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium Colombia, Coca 13248 (JBB, FAUC) –
Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium Colombia, Coca 13201(JBB, FAUC) –
Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium Mexico, Torres-Cantú 3082 (XALU) OP896860

Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium Mexico, Guzmán-Guillermo 3008 (XALU) OP896857

Sulzbacheromyces miomboensis Democratic Republic of Congo, De Kesel 5403 KX431122
Sulzbacheromyces miomboensis Democratic Republic of Congo, De Kesel 6004 KX431123
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis Japan, TUMH 50299 AB819619
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis Japan, TUFC 100100 AB819620
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis Japan, TUFC 14267 AB819622
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, MCCNNU 140134 KR186216
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, Wang & Liu 11-32786 (KUN-L) KU999891
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, Ma 12-4313 (KUN) KU999892
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, Jia FJ1034 (KUN) KU999893
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, Wang & Liu 11-32822 (KUN-L) KU999894
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, Wang et al. 12-38189 (KUN-L) KU999895
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, Wang et al. 14-44135 (KUN-L) KU999896
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, Wang et al.14-44136 (KUN-L) KU999897
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, Wang et al. 14-44138 (KUN-L) KU999898
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis China, Wang et al. 14-44146 (KUN-L) KU999899
Sulzbacheromyces sp. (fossicola) Thailand, NW1530 MW504984
Sulzbacheromyces sp. (fossicola) Thailand, NW1531 MW504985
Sulzbacheromyces tutunendo Colombia, Coca 5825, LFC126 (FAUC, paratype) MG434489
Sulzbacheromyces tutunendo Colombia, Coca 5823, LFC127 (FAUC, holotype) MG434491
Sulzbacheromyces tutunendo Colombia, Coca 5823, MON3372 (B, isotype) MG434492

...continued on the next page
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TABLE 1. (Continued)
Taxon Collection details GenBank Accession 

Number (ITS)

Sulzbacheromyces tutunendo Colombia, Coca 5825, MON3385 (FAUC, paratype) MG434493
Sulzbacheromyces tutunendo Colombia, Coca 5822, MON3388 (FAUC, paratype) MG434494
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 13-38191 (KUN-L) KU999902
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang & Liu 11-32797 (KUN-L) KU999903
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang & Liu 14-44141 (KUN-L) KU999904
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 12-34448 (KUN-L) KU999905
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 12-34445 (KUN-L) KU999906
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 12-34614 (KUN-L) KU999907
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 12-34446 (KUN-L) KU999908
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang & Liu 14-44133 (KUN-L) KU999909
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 14-44123 (KUN-L) KU999910
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 12-34447 (KUN-L) KU999911
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 12-34444 (KUN-L) KU999912
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 13-38192 (KUN-L) KU999913
Sulzbacheromyces yunnanensis China, Wang et al. 13-38190 (KUN-L) KU999914

Results and Discussion 

Taxonomy

Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium Coca, Gómez-Gómez, Guzmán-Guillermo & Dal Forno sp. nov. (Figs. 2 and 3)
MycoBank No.: MB 000000

Type:—COLOMBIA. Caqueta: San José de Fragua, Parque Nacional Natural Alto Fragua Indi Wasi, terricolous in an open and humid 

�✁✂�✄ ☎✆✆ ✝ ✂✞✂✟✠✄ ✡☛✡☞✌☞✍✠✡✎ ✏✄ ✑☎☛✆✑✌☞✆✠☞✎ ✒✄ ✓✑ ✔✕✖✗✘✂✁ ✓✆✡✑✄ Coca et al. 9262 (FAUC: holotype; JBB, F: isotypes). 

Diagnosis:—Thallus crustose forming a thin granulose film, terricolous in clay; basidiomata erect and unbranched, 
cylindrical to slightly fusiform, apically acute, and white. It differs from other species of Sulzbacheromyces with white 
basidiomata due to the absence of a prothallus, unbranched basidiomata, and the absence of clamp connections in the 
context hyphae.
 Description:—Thallus crustose, terricolous in orange clay soil, forming a thin granulose film covering the 
✙✚✛✙✜✢✣✜✤ ✙✚✢✥✣✦✤✧ ★✢✤✙✤✩✜✪✩✫ ✣ ✬✭✙✙ ✫✢✤✤✩ ✦✭✮✭✢✣✜✪✭✩✧ ✯✰✱✲✳✱✴✲✵✵✴ ✶✬ ✜✷✪✦✸✧ ✷✭✬✭✪✭✬✤✢✭✚✙✧ ✣✩✹ ✦✭✬★✣✦✜✺ Photobiont 
trebouxioid, frequently grouped occasionally in a continuous layer, with spherical to ellipsoid cells 24–38 µm, with 
6 to 26 chloroplast 5–8 µm, surrounded by hyphae. Basidiomata dispersed, fusiform to clavarioid, frequently with 
an inflated base, white to ivory white, (6)10–20 (25) mm high, 0.6–0.9 mm diam. at the base and 0.4–0.8 mm diam., 
unbranched at the apex, with solid context. 
Context hyphae septate, 2–4 µm wide, thin-walled, without ornamentations, irregular, thickened towards the septum, 
and sparsely branched. Subhymenial hyphae septate, tightly arranged, irregular, and thin walled. Hymenial hyphae 
developed along the basidiomata. Basidia clavate, thin-walled, hyaline, 12 × 5 µm, bearing two small sterigmata, 4–5 
µm. Basidioles 25–33 µm high, smooth-walled, and bearing oil droplets. Basidiospores ellipsoid and hyaline, thin-
walled, 3 × 6 µm. Clamp connections not observed in any part.
 Etymology:—The epithet refers to the unique white basidiomata within Sulzbacheromyces and its shape that is 
reminiscent of the elongated ivory tusks of elephants.
 Distribution and ecology:—Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium is a terricolous species found on orange clay soil. It 
has been found in Colombia in the departments of Caquetá and Putumayo, in a tropical rainforest from the Andean-
Amazon Piedmont. In Brazil, it has been reported a single time on soil from the Amazonian Rainforest from an 
extractive reserve and conservation area, where locals use the forest resources, such as rubber, sustainably. It has also 
been found in Mexico in the municipalities of Naranjal and Los Reyes near Pico de Orizaba.
 Ranging from Mexico to western Brazil, this species has the broadest geographical distribution of the genus in 
the Americas observed to date. The two other Colombian species, S. chocoensis and S. tutunendo, are so far restricted 
to their type localities, while the Brazilian species, S. caatingae, has so far only been found in Northeastern Brazil, 
although in three different biomes (Sulzbacher et al. 2016). This pattern of one species from the genus with a broad  
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FIGURE 2. Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium. A. Thallus and basidiomata. B. Detail of the cracked basidiomata. C. Insertion of basidiomata 

and thallus, note the clustering of the photobiont in small spheres in the thallus. D. Hyphae of the context. E. Basidia and basidioles F. 

Basidiospores (Coca 13248 JBB). Drawings by: Omar Bernal 
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distribution and several more species of the genus having narrower distributions has also been observed in Asia, where 
Sulzbacheromyces sinensis is found in several countries (Japan, China, South Korea, Taiwan, Philippines) and S. 

bicolor, S. yunnanensis and S. fossicola are more restricted. Unfortunately, we are yet to see what the evolutionary and 
distributional patterns are in Africa, since so far, only one species in the genus has been reported for the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, namely S. miomboensis. The monotypic Ertzia akagerae (Eb. Fischer, Ertz, Killmann & Sérusiaux) 
Hodkinson & Lücking in Hodkinson et al. (2014:175) is the only other species reported from the order Lepidotromatales 
in the African Continent, more specifically, in Rwanda. This emphasizes a lot more studies are needed in this part of the 
world, not only in basidiolichens, but in lichenology overall, since large parts of this continent remain underexplored 
(Fryday et al.  2022).
 Remarks:—Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium is the only Neotropical Sulzbacheromyces species with persistently 
large white basidiomata. S. chocoensis may have white basidiomata at the base, but from the third middle upwards, 
they are usually reddish orange. In the Paleotropics, two species with pale basidiomata are recognized, S. bicolor and 
S. fossicola. However, S. bicolor is distinguished by having basidiomata with yellow apices, a thallus with a white 
prothallus, and hyphae with clamp connections. S. fossicola differs by having a chlorococcoid photobiont and white 
basidiomata that branch at the base of the sporome. In addition, the two species are only distantly related to our new 
species and have not been reported from the Neotropics.
 Despite belonging to a distinct order, Multiclavula mucida (Pers.) R.H. Petersen (1967:212), (Cantharellales), is the 
most phenotypically similar species that occurs in the Neotropics to Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium. Nonetheless, the 
ecology of these species is different, with M. mucida growing primarily in rotten logs versus the terricolous habit of S. 

leucodontium. Additionally, Multiclavula occurs more frequently in mountain ecosystems, whereas Sulzbacheromyces 
is restricted to lowland and sub lowland forests.
 Specimens examined (Paratypes):—COLOMBIA. Caquetá: Belén de los Andaquíes, Parque Municipal Natural 
�✩✹✣✸✁✧ ✵✵✴✴ ✬ ✤✮✤✂✺✧ ✵✄☎✆✝ ✞ ✟✱✄✱✠✝ ✡✧ ✱ ☛✦✜✭✛✤✢ ✰✴✰✵✧ Coca et al. 13505 (JBB). Belén de los Andaquíes, Entre 
✮✣ ✂✤✢✤✹✣ ☞✣✙ ✌✤✢✹✤✙ ✍ ✂✤✢✤✹✣ ✎✚✪✙✣✍✏✧ ✱✟✱ ✬ ✤✮✤✂✺✧ ✵✄☎✆✝ ✞ ✟✱✄✱✱✝ ✡✧ ✑ ☛✦✜✭✛✤✢ ✰✴✰✵✧ Coca et al. 13248 (JBB). 
✒✚✜✚✬✣✍✭✓ ✒✚✤✢✜✭ �✙✁✙✧ ✌✤✢✤✹✣ ☞✣✙ �✦✣✦✪✣✙✧ ✰✆✴ ✬ ✤✮✤✂✺✧ ✴✄✰✔✝ ✞ ✟✆✄✵✔✝ ✡✧ ✵✔ �✚✫✚✙✜ ✰✴✰✵✧ Coca 13201 (FAUC, 
JBB). MEXICO. Veracruz: Naranjal, UMA environmental station Tequecholapa, ca. 700 m elev. 18°48’ N 96°57’ W, 7 
October 2022, Torres-Cantú 3082 (XALU). Los Reyes, Zoquiapan, 700 m elev., 18°39’N 97°03’W, ca. 7 October 2022 
Guzmán-Guillermo 3008 (XALU). BRAZIL. Acre: Sena Madureira, Reserva extrativista Cazumbá-Iracema, Núcleo 
✕✣✖✚✬✛✏✧ ✹✪✙✜✚✢✛✤✹ ✜✢✭★✪✦✣✮ ✢✣✪✩ ✥✭✢✤✙✜ ✵✱✴ ✬ ✤✮✤✂✺✧ ✴✔✄✴✟✝ ✗ ✆✠✄✱✟✝✡✧ ✵✴�★✢✪✮ ✰✴✵✔✧ M. Cáceres, A. Aptroot & J.G. 

Cavalcante ISE 50192 (ISE, ABL).

Phylogeny

The alignment used was 615 bp in length, with an estimate of 40 % invariable sites. Sulzbacheromyces is presented as 
a monophyletic taxon that supports previously proposed phylogenies (Hodkinson et al., 2014; Coca et al., 2018 Liu 
et al., 2018, 2019). The inferred genus phylogenetic tree showed two main lineages (Fig. 4), one with Asian species 
and another with American and African species, however, lacking strong support. This result is not consistent with 
previous studies (Coca et al., 2018; Liu et al., 2018). However, the relationships did not receive strong support either 
in our studies or previous studies. 
 The Neotropical species remain monophyletic (66ML/0.99PP) consistent with our previous study (Coca et al. 
2018); however, the relationships between the species are poorly supported. Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium collected 
in Brazil, Colombia and Mexico grouped with other Colombian species but the sister group relationships lack support. 
We hypothesize this may be due to the lack of undiscovered taxa and the phylogeny being inferred from a single locus 
(ITS only). Nonetheless, ITS seems to be of extreme importance in helping establish species boundaries in this group, 
especially because so few morphological characters are present and of taxonomic importance. We further anticipate 
more species in this genus to be discovered and promote the use of integrative taxonomy to test how much phenotypic 
plasticity these species present, which will help us better understand patterns of diversity and speciation in the genus.
The relatively simple thallus and basidiomata of Sulzbacheromyces give limited morphological information and make 
species delimitation challenging. Although the Neotropical species S. caatingae, S. chocoensis, S. tutunendo and the 
new species S. leucodontium show a rather similar overall morphology, they present distinct ecological and geographical 
distribution patterns. S. caatingae is found in the altitudinal range between 0 and 500 m and is almost restricted to 
the Caatinga ecosystem, extending to the adjacent Atlantic Rainforest (Sulzbacher et al. 2016). S. chocoensis and 
S. tutunendo are sympatric occurring in the tropical rainforest of the Colombian Chocó region. Coca et al. (2018) 
considered these two species semi-cryptic, as defined by Vondrák et al. (2009). 
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 The new species, S. leucodontium, occurs in the Colombian Andean-Amazonian Piedmont, the Brazilian Amazon 
and the Madrean-Caribbean transition in Mexico. It is readily distinguished from other neotropical Sulzbacheromyces 

species by having white basidiomata, and the presence of colonial, trebouxioid algae in the thallus.

FIGURE 3. Field and lab pictures of Sulzbacheromyces leucodontium. A. Specimen in field with thallus and basidiomata (Putumayo, 

Coca 13201, scale 27 mm). B. Type specimen in field (Caquetá, Coca 9262). C. Specimen in field with thallus and basidiomata (Mexico, 

Veracruz, Guzmán-Guillermo 3008) D. Detail of the thallus and basidiomata (Putumayo, Coca 13201, scale 9 mm). E. Cross section of the 

thallus of S. leucodontium on soil (Caquetá, Coca 13248, Scale 52 µm.). F. trebouxioid photobiont (Caquetá, Coca 13248, Scale 25 µm). 

Photos by: L.F.Coca (A-B, D-F); J.Guzmán Guillermo (C) 
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FIGURE 4. Best-scoring Maximum Likelihood tree using the ITS barcoding marker for the known Sulzbacheromyces species. Supported 

✘✁��✕✁✂✂ ✄✘✗✗✖✂✖✁�☎ ✟�✞✆✂✂ ✝✑✆ ��✞ ☎✗✂✖✂✁✟✗✁ ☎✁✗✘�✘✟✞✟✖✠ ✡✆✄☛☞☞ �✁✂ ✖✁✟✕✌✂�✂✞ ��✞ ✘✗✗✖✂✖✁�☎ ✂✆☎☎✗✁✖ ✟�✞✆✂✂ �✁✂ ✟�✞✟✕�✖✂✞ ✘✂✞✗✍ ✘✁��✕✁✂✂✄

Asian species are present in warm color, Neotropical species are present in cool color and African species in green. 
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Key to the species of Sulzbacheromyces in the Neotropics

1a  Thallus microsquamulose, with clearly distinguishable green squamules .....................................................................Lepidostroma

1b  Thallus crustose, formed by clustered algal populations at the base [Sulzbacheromyces] .................................................................2 

2a  Basidiomata consistently white ..................................................................................................................................S. leucodontium

2b  Basidiomata flesh color, orange, yellow or reddish ...........................................................................................................................3

3a  Basidiomata usually branched and frequently curly at the tip, orange or flesh color, found in tropical rain forests in Northwestern 
South America ..................................................................................................................................................................S. tutunendo 

3b  Basidiomata unbranched ....................................................................................................................................................................4

4a  Basidiomata short (mostly up to 1 cm), reddish to yellowish, often with a white stipe or lighter at the base, found in tropical rain 
forests in Northwestern South America .......................................................................................................................... S. chocoensis

4b  Basidiomata tall (up to 3.6 cm), yellow to orangish, sometimes widened at the tip, found in Northeastern Brazil ........S. caatingae
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