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A new synonym of Hylodesmum podocarpum

ssp. podocarpum Leguminosae
GAO Xin-Fen

Chengdu Institute of Biology the Chinese Academy of Sciences Chengdu 610041 China

Abstract Close examination of the type material of Podocarpium lancangense Y. Y. Qian has
shown that this species is indistinguishable from Hylodesmum podocarpum DC. H. Ohashi & R.
R. Mill ssp. podocarpum and thus is reduced to synonymy herein.
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Hylodesmum H. Ohashi & R. R. Mill Ohashi & Mill 2000 is a replacement name of
Podocarpium  Benth. Y. C. Yang & P. H. Huang Yang & Huang 1979 1995 . This genus
consists of 14 species and nine infraspecific taxa ten of which are distributed in China.

Podocarpium lancangense Y. Y. Qian Qian 2003 was described on a collection from
Simao Yunnan Y. Y. Qian 3015 Fig. 1 . This collection includes three sheets currently de-
posited in the Herbarium of the Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanic Garden the Chinese Academy of
Sciences  HITBC . Zhu and Ohashi 2003 VUL
considered that P. lancangense is a member of Hy- I
lodesmum and a fairly distinct species in the genus
although it is similar to H. laxum DC. H. Ohashi
& R. R. Mill. They then transferred P. lancan-
gense to Hylodesmum proposing a new combination
i.e. H. lancangense Y. Y. Qian X. Y. Zhu &
H. Ohashi.

Close examination of the type material of Hy-
lodesmum lancangense has shown that this species is
not the closet ally of H. laxum but actually by no
means distinguishable from another taxon of the
genus H. podocarpum DC. H. Ohashi & R. R.
Mill ssp. podocarpum. H. laxum and H.
podocarpum are distinguishable from each other by a
series of characters Table 1 .

Hylodesmum podocarpum consists of four sub-
species ssp. podocarpum  ssp. fallax  Schindl.
H. Ohashi & R. R. Mill ssp. oxyphyllum DC.
H. Ohashi & R. R. Mill and ssp. szechuenense

Craib H. Ohashi & R. R. Mill the differences of
which have been discussed in detail by Ohashi
1973 . H . lancangense is essentially the same as

Fig. 1. Photograph of the holotype of Podocarpium
lancangense Y. Y. Qian.
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Table 1 Differences between Hylodesmum laxum and H. podocarpum

Species H. laxum H. podocarpum

Leaflets coriaceous or subcoriaceous chartaceous or subcoriaceous
Principal lateral nerves looped within the margin reaching the margin

Flowers 4 —7 mm long 3 -5 mm long

Pods 2 — 4-jointed 1 — 3-jointed

Articles 6 — 18 mm long 5—10 mm long

Fruit stipes 10 — 20 mm long 1 —7 mm long

the typical subspecies H. podocarpum ssp. podocarpum in its leaflets thickly chartaceous or sub-
coriaceous  broadly elliptic or broadly obovate apex acute or apiculate principal lateral nerves
reaching the margin flowers ca. 4 mm long pods 1 — 2-jointed articles 4 — 6 mm long and fruit
stipes 2.5 -3.5 mm long.

Based on the above discussion it seems more reasonable to reduce Podocarpium lancangense
and Hylodesmum lancangense to the synonymy of H. podocarpum DC. H. Ohashi & R. R. Mill
ssp. podocarpum .

Hylodesmum podocarpum DC. H. Ohashi & R. R. Mill ssp. podocarpum in Edinb.
Journ. Bot. 57 181. 2000. Type Nepal not seen .

Podocarpium lancangense Y. Y. Qian in Bull. Bot. Res. 23 131 fig. 1. 2003. —— Hy-
lodesmum lancangense Y. Y. Qian X. Y. Zhu & H. Ohashi in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 41 573 -
574. 2003 syn. nov. Type China. Yunnan Simao in grasslands alt. 1900 m 1993-09-26
Y. Y. Qian 3015 holotype HITBC isotypes HITBC
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