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Introduction: Engarulidae family is widely distributed in all the marine habitats, which are extended 

from 60oN to 50oS. The members of this family are commonly known as anchovies or Engraulids. 

These fishes are found in abundance in Indo Pacific Ocean, Atlantic and Indian Ocean.  Currently 

this family included 151 species and 17 genera (Patadiya et al., 2018). These fishes are small to 

medium size pelagic fishes that exhibits as schooling form in tropical and sub-tropical coastal 

regions (Lavoué et al. 2010; Mahboobeh et al., 2020). They are moderate size in length with a 

dominant snout overhanging the mouth and they mostly feeds on plankton and play an important 

role in balancing of ecosystem because of their huge biomass that makes a link in food chain and 

energy web (Ganias 2014), moreover anchovies are main source of food for human enriched with 

protein and lipid (Francisco 2008).  

Objective: The main purpose of this study to observe the seasonal diversity, abundance, distribution 

pattern of fin fish species of family Engraulidae collected from Sonmaini bay.  

Materials and Methods: The Sonmiani beach stretched about 60 km in length and 7 km in width, 

contorted body of waters that inter connected to the Sea through 4 km wide mouth. The areas from 

the mouth of the bay known as; sand dunes front, area of Dam jetty, Off Dam mangrove creeks, 

and Bhaira mangrove creeks. The site is a crucial fishing point for their resident and the area also 

favors the use of all types of fishing gears since the bottom is muddy with occasional sandy patches. 

Gill net with the mesh size of 2.5 cm and beach seine with the 1.5 cm of mesh size fishing gear 

were used in the present research. 

Results: The seasonal diversity was observed for the finfish species of family Engraulidae. The 

present study reported 7 different species (Thryssa dayi, Thryssa malbarica, Thryssa dussumieri 

Thryssa hamiltonii, Thryssa mystax, Thryssa setirostis, Coilia dussumieri) of family Engraulidae 

throughout the year during October 2021 to sep 2021. The Thryssa hamiltoni, was the most 

abundant species found throughout the year (Figure 1). Furthermore, morphometry of each species 

was taken by their parameter likewise weight, total length and standard length. 

Conclusion: The seasonal diversity and abundance was observed in different species of family Engraulidae 

as have been study throughout the year from Sonmiani waters. 
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