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A newsletter for biodiversity

conservation in South China
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Mu Lun Nature Reserve

White-headed Leaf Monkeys

Welcome to the first issue of Living Forests, a
newsletter about biodiversity conservation in South
China. It isissued free of charge to those engaged
in conservation and biodiversity study in the region.
Its roots lie in the extraordinary natural heritage of
South China.

The southern China forests were part of a unique,
uninterrupted tract of forest that stretched from the
equatorial shoresto the Arctic permafrost. The Pacific
monsoon allows amoist summer climate around the
Tropic of Cancer, which elsewherein the world is
straddled by deserts. As a result terrestrial lifein
South Chinahasflourished and diversified over millions
of years, and the forest biota has similarities to the
lush rain forests of South East Asia, but with its own
distinctive features. (cont/d on P. 3)
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Introduction to Living Forests
(Cont/d from front page)

Among China sdiverse biomes, thetropica provinces
of Guangdong, Guangxi and Hainan haveabiodiversity
importance comparable with the cel ebrated |ands of
Yunnan, Sichuan and the Tibetan Plateau.

But South China s climate and fertile soils have aso
favoured human agriculture, and the immense
economic development in the area has inevitably had
atoll onits natural heritage. Today the conflicts
between human activities and natural processes
threaten the very survival of the great East Asian
forest biota; in many cases, it islikely that species
are disappearing even before they are discovered
by science, |et doneexplored for their potentia benefits
to humankind. The conservation of such biodiversity
has become one of the most urgent and important
issues of our time.

Government efforts to protect our natura heritage
date back several decades, and China sfirst nature
reserve was established in Guangdong in 1956, at
Ding Hu Shan. Beforethis, countlessindividua s had,
like the 17" century monksat Ding Hu Shan, redized
the importance of this heritage, and dedicated
themselves to protecting it. Since 1956 over 160
protected areas have been established in Guangdong,
Guangxi and Hainan, and a large proportion of the
remaining forests are now protected by law. But
even in protected areas, short-term human needs

may not be conducive to forest protection and the
conservation of biodiversity. Successfully balancing
economic development and conservation will require
applying adetailed understanding of biodiversity and
ecology, as well as of agriculture, forestry and
economics. Expertsin these various fields require a
forum for the regular exchange of views and
information. It is our hope that Living Forests will
provide one such forum.

Kadoorie Farm & Botanic Garden (KFBG) isacharity
based in Hong Kong, with atradition of agricul tural
aid dating back to 1951, when the two brothers
Lawrence and Horace Kadoorie began a self-help
scheme for poor immigrant farmers from China.
This scheme was to help over 300,000 Hong Kong
farmersto achieve agood standard of living; similar
poverty relief work was undertaken in Nepal and
China Both brothersdiedin the 1990s, but thefamily’ s
tradition continues. The Kadoorie Charitable
Foundations fund projects that benefit di sadvantaged
communities throughout China and Nepal. KFBG,
in response to changing prioritiesin Hong Kong, has
become a centre for environmental education and
conservation, enshrined by a Government Ordinance
in 1995 as a public corporation. “ The Farm” now
has thriving programmes in rare plant propagation,
wildliferehabilitation, sustainabl e agricultureand other
areas, and last year received over 60,000 visitors.

Soon after the Reunification in 1997, KFBG' sBoard
of Directorsresolved to expand on its good relations
with organisations in the mainland, and extend the
KFBG conservation and education activitiesinto South
China. Thusin 1998 the South China Biodiversity
Conservation Programme was launched. The
Programme’ soverall aimisto minimise the loss of
biodiversity, and The Farm’ s new South China
Biodiversity Team hopes to work with, and support,
any individuals and organisations with similar aims.
Living Forests is the newd etter of the Programme,
and we hope it will play its part in informing, and
perhaps inspiring, those dedicated to conservation
in South China. In other words, it is your newsletter.
So besides sending us articles, news and views, we
hope you will give us feedback on how it can be
more useful to you. Happy reading!
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BWG

(Biodiversity Working Group, BWG)
(China Council for International Cooperation in the Environment & Devel opment,

CCICED)
BWG
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BWG in South China

TheBiodiversity Working Group (BWG) isoneof anumber of working groupsin the ChinaCouncil on Internationa
Cooperation in Environment and Development (CCICED), which advises the State Government on policies
relating to the environment. The last two meetings of BWG have been in South China: in Hainan, in April 1998,
and in Guangdong, in August 1999. At these meetings delegates from the region, the nation and overseas
discussed threats and opportunities for biodiversity conservation, and produced a series of recommendati ons for
the provinces and the nation. Below is a synthesis of some of the mgjor recommendations as they apply to
conservation of South Chinaforest biodiversity.

Strategy & funding

0 Centrd Government to invest a higher percentage of fundsin support of forest areas & their staff

0 Economic gains from biodiversity to be reinvested into vital protection operations, so asto secure sustainability of these
services and as long-term insurance against natural disasters

0 Raising of nature reserve entrance fees to be considered, to fund the related education and research

0 Guangdong Provinceto prepare aBiodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, led by the State Planning Commission with
active participation of relevant bodies, and specifying the funding mechanism

Protecting and restoring natural ecosystems

0 All primary and partialy cut natural forests to be added to the protected areas system, aong with extensive areas of

secondary forest

Native plantsto be used in reforestation and urban re-greening projects, and invasive exotic plants to be controlled

Large nurseries to be developed for the propagation of native tree seedlings

Development of hydroelectric power in nature reserves to proceed with caution if at all

Any large-scale potentialy disruptive project in nature reserves to be subject to an independent environmental impact

assessment

Understanding distribution & status of biodiversity

0 Volume and ecological impact of the wildlife trade to be comprehensively studied

Nature reservesto establish regular monitoring schedules for biodiversity

Regular monitoring of the wildlife trade to take place

Hainan to recruit expertise from Guangdong & Hong Kong in surveys & training

Guangdong scientists to support Hainan authorities, helping train Hainan biologists & field managers and providing vital

data and reference collections

Preventing species extinctions, and promoting the sustainability of utilization

Tradein wildlife to be banned except that in sustainably-harvested species

Protected species legidation to be revised based on the most up-to-date information

Protection legislation to be enforced, and asimple guideto legal & illegal speciesto be produced

All hunting of terrestria vertebrates to be banned on Hainan

A sdlf-regulating Wildlife Traders Association to be established

Technology & benefits from captive breeding/propagation of wildlife to be transferred to local people

Trading companies to invest in small ventures run by villagers at the source of biodiversity

The private sector to work with government to determine the most supportive policy framework for current conditions

O oo o oo o o g

The private sector (including wildlife parks) to systematically record & share breeding/cultivation methodology
Promoting public appreciation of nature and the need for conservation

0 The education function of nature reservesto be gresatly strengthened

O Nature reserves to produce specieslists & educational materials for visitors, and exhibits to shift emphasis from outdated
specimen collections to colour photographs and other visua aids

A public education programme to be implemented based on the study of wildlife trade

Strategic guidelines to be prepared for developing ecotourism in nature reserves

Nature reservesto be developed in an individuaistic manner so asto make each distinctive

All wildlife parks to develop acomprehensive education plan

O o o o g

Wildlife parks to consider exhibiting nativefauna& floraon an‘ ecoregion’ theme
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Scincella rupicola
A newly-discovered lizard from Ding Hu Shan. Itisvery similar to the skink, Scincella
rupicola, from Southeast Asia
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Management of the Ding Hu Shan Biosphere Reserve

Ding Hu Shan BiosphereResarve (23°10° N, 112°32' E)
occupies 1,133 hectares. It is situated 84 km west
of Guangzhou and 18 km east of Zhaoging. Established
in June 1956, it is the PRC’ s first nature reserve,
the only one attached to the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, and the site of the Ding Hu Shan Forest
Ecology Permanent Research Station. In 1979, the
reserve joined UNESCO’ s Man And Biosphere
(MAB) nature reserve network.

Thereserveis classified as a southern subtropical
forest, with 40 hectares of monsoon broadl eaf
evergreen forest over 400 years in age. However,
as the reserve was previously atree farm, most of it
is covered by shrubs, wasteland and forest remnants.
Thus restoring forest and vegetation cover are both
important missions of the reserve. Ding Hu Shan
has aways been an important research base. Baseline
surveys started as early asthe 50’ s, as did research
in species reintroduction and domestication. Since
the Permanent Research Station was established in
1978, the reserve management, in collaboration with
over ten tertiary and research institutesin Guangzhou,
completed a baseline survey of Ding Hu Shan. In
addition, various research projects on the structure,
function, and dynamics of forest ecosystem,
biodiversity and its conservation and utilization have
been initiated. Research studies on the impact of
human activities on the ecosystems have aso been
started.

Zonation

The Ding Hu Shan Biosphere Reserve is divided
into three functional areas, each with different
management measures.

The Core Area occupies about two-thirds of the total
reserve area. It is strictly protected. Security posts

by KONG Guohui & HUANG Zhongliang

Ding Hu Shan Biosphere Reserve Management Office

Zhaoging 526070, Guangdong
Translated by Ruthie Lau & Angel Wong

are set up at the entrance and in various locations
of the area, where officers are on duty 24 hours a
day to guard against unauthorized entry.

The Buffer Areais the area open to tourists. It
occupies about one fifth of the reserve.

The Transitional Area borders the surrounding
villages. Here grass-cuiting, collection of falen leaves
and branches, and small-scale grazing by livestock
are permitted.

Conservation activities

The reserve’ s conservation measures include:

1 Establishing the forest police security team.
Five duty points and one observation tower
have been set up. Theteam isresponsible for
patrolling to prevent unauthorized hunting,
logging or entry to the core area.

2. Building fire-bregks by clearing fire prevention
paths and planting rows of fire-resistant trees.
Eighteen kilometres of fire prevention paths
have been built on major mountain ridges, with
weeding and maintenance done once ayear.

3. Organizing joint defence with nearby
departments and villages. Agreements are
signed with collaborating parties, and fire
fighting forces are established. The joint
defense al so takes responsibility for educating
the public to follow regulations of the nature
reserve.

Another important role of Ding Hu Shan Biosphere
Reserveisin promoting scientific education. Through
the use of display rooms and brochures, the reserve
has been contributing to enhancing the culture of
the Chinese Nation.
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SCIB and KFBG botanists at Bawangling.
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Current status of biodiversity studies in the South China Institute of Botany,

Chinese Academy of Sciences

Biodiversity conservation and its sustainable use are
issues basic to the survival and development of
mankind. They are also important areas of study
for today’ s biological science. The South China
Institute of Botany (SCIB) has a solid foundation in
biodiversity study, with itslong-term plant taxonomy
and ecology research carried out throughout South
China (including Hong Kong and Macau). In 1997,
the SCIB’ s Commission of Biodiversity was
established for better coordination and planning of
biodiversity studies. The Commission aims at
organi zing and executing research work on theorigin,
evolution and maintenance of biodiversity and its
conservation, aswell asthesetting up of abiodiversity
information system.

During the period of the National 8th and 9th Five-
year Plans (1990-1999), SCIB researchers have
undertaken six major biodiversity research projects
for the nation, the Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS) and Guangdong Province. During the 8th
guinquennium (1990-1994), we participated in and
completed amgjor nationa foundationa project titled
“ A Study of the Conservation Biology of Biodiversity
in China’, and hosted a research project named “ A
Study of the Conservation Biology of the Ecosystems
of Southern Subtropics’. During theSth quinquennium
(1995-1999), we took charge of the CAS specially
funded biology and technology project “The
Mai ntenance M echanism of the Biodiversity of Ding
Hu Shan Southern Sub-tropical Broadleaf Evergreen
Monsoon Forests’; participated in the CAS Resource
and Eco-environment research project “ Constructing
the Biodiversity Information System in China”, and

by Y E Wanhui & CHEN Zhongyi
South Chinalnstitute of Botany,
Chinese Academy of Sciences,
510650 Guangzhou

Translated by Ruthie Lau & Angel Wong

hosted the project “ Information Source Establishment
in SCIB”. We took charge of the project titled “ A
Study of the Conservation Biology and Sustai nable
Use of Endemic and Endangered Plants in South
Chind’ funded by the specia funding of the2 Gardens
of CAS, and of the Guangdong Environmental
Protection Bureau’ s project “A Study of the
Conservation of Rare and Endangered Plants in
Guangdong” . We a so took charge of the Guangdong
Forestry Department’ sproject “ A Study of thePriority
Protected Plantsin Guangdong Province’ . Inaddition,
we joined the collaborative effort of Kadoorie Farm
& Botanic Garden in Hong Kong in launching the
“ South ChinaBiodiversity Study” .

In order to expedite biodiversity research in
Guangdong, we have made reformation and plans
for “ the Research Centrefor South China Rare and
Endangered Plants’ jointly established by the SCIB
and the Guangdong Environmenta Protection Bureau.
This has devel oped into an integrated body focusing
on the conservation and restoration of rare and
endangered plants. The Centre aimsto standardize
and systematize its research on conservation and
restoration of rare and endangered plantsin Guangdong
up to internationa standards within ten years. This
will be achieved through various studies, namely the
evaluation of current status, the analysis of
endangerment mechanisms, the conservation (in-situ
and ex-situ) of endangered plants, the monitoring of
rare and endangered species, and the sustainable
use of these species.
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The author at Mulun in July 1998 with the KFBG team.
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Plant resources in Mu Lun Nature Reserve, Huan Jiang, Guangxi

Paphiopedilum

micranthum,

Endemic to
China and threatened by over
collection,

Mu Lun Nature Reserve consists mainly of karst
forests. Preliminary surveys show that it harbours
over 900 vascular plants. Since surveysto date have
all been conducted in autumn when some species
are not in flower, not all specimens have been
identified. If afurther survey is undertakenin spring,
the species count may exceed 1,000. Analysis of
the geographical distributions of the genus revealed
that most species are tropical to sub-tropical.
However, the dominant vegetation is sub-tropical,
followed by tropical to sub-tropical species. Truly
tropical species are not common and thereisasmall
proportion of temperate species. Thustheflorabelongs
to the Palaearctic Realm.

The Mu Lun forest is not very extensive, but with
its unique limestone environment, it has plenty of
endemic species. 1.4% of the speciesfound are known
only from the reserve. Six of these have been
described, namely Beilschmiedia ovoidea,
Cryptocarya microcarpa, Berberis uniflora,
Leptopus pachyphyllus, Hemiboea magnibracteata
and Pithecelobium multifoliolata. The Reserve has
22 plant specieslisted asrare or endangered, of which
six are in Category Il ten are in Category Ill, and
six are unclassified. It is worth mentioning that the
large tree species Garcinia paucinervis, a Category

by WEI Fanan
Guangxi Institute of Botany
Guilin, Guangxi

Translated by Ruthie Lau & Angel Wong

Il protected species, was found on a slope at about
25° 10’ N at Da Sha Po (“ Great Sandy Slope”) at
the northeastern tip of the forest area. Thisgivesa
new northern limit for the species. Itisamagjor species
in the limestone mountains of southwest Guangxi and
its previously-known northern limit was He Chi, at
about 24° 49' N. Four individuals were found, all
approximately 2.5 metrestall, at 550 m altitude. No
mature trees were seen. The major accompanying
vegetation included Rapanea neriifolia, Murraya
paniculata, Bauhinia ., Laurocerasus australis,

L. spinulosa and Ampelocalamus calcareus.

The forest in Mu Lun reserve is relatively well
preserved. Whereforest remainsit ismainly primary,
and has ahigh canopy cover of over 94%. Thereserve
complements the well-protected limestone forest of
the nearby Mao Lan Nature Reserve in Guizhou, at
the southern edge of the central subtropical region,
whichisavauable gene pool. Mu Lun has established
areserve station in the County Town with staff in
place. The conservation work hasattained preliminary
success, but has been unable to achieve targeted
results due to a shortage of funds. The proposal to
establish an additional reserve station on the
southeastern edge of the forest has been suspended.
Sincethislocation is the exit point from the reserve,
a station there could effectively control illegal
extraction of animal and plant resources. In addition,
the road to the Northeast corner of the forest at Da
Sha Po is unmaintained and barely drivable. This
has hindered the wardens’ patrols which is
unfavourableto forest security. Besides more attention
from authorities and awareness of biodiversity
conservation, funding is another essential factor in
resolving the above matters.
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Survival crissfor the White-headed L eaf Monkeysin Guangxi

The White-headed Leaf Monkey Presbytis
leucocephalus*is a Category | nationaly protected
anima in China. Itsdistribution islimited to the karst
mountain belt in four counties of Guangxi, hamely
Fusui, Chongzuo, Ningming and Longzhou. TheWhite-
headed L eaf Monkey or Langur is aflagship species
for Guangxi, with the same protected status as the
Golden Monkey. Thetota number of White-headed
Langurs in the four counties of Guangxi islessthan
1,000 (Wu Mingchun, 1987). In 1991 we started a
survey of the groups and population size of the L eaf
Monkeys in Fusui: at
Nonglinpian (170 ha) and
Buzunpian (130 ha) in the
Fusui Leaf Monkey
Reserve. There were a
total of 166 monkeys, in 28
groups, and three solitary
males. The largest group
had 16 individuaswhilethe
smallest had just three
(except solitary males). Of
the 31 groups and
individuals observed, age
structure could not be
determined for eight.
Among the remaining 133
monkeysin 23 groups, 88 .
(68%) were adults, 25 .
(20%) were juveniles and l
20 (12%) were infants

(with golden, yellow or

greyish yellow fur and

carried by their mothers). We continued our survey
around Buzunpian up to 1995. At one hill (Dushan)
there was a group of five (three adults and two
juveniles), and other groups of 12, 11 and nine

by LU Liren
Guangxi Normal University, Guangxi

Translated by Ruthie Lau & Angel Wong

individuas. The author went to Buzunpian again on
2 April 1998. The situation then was worrying. The
valleys were compl etely cultivated, and the rocks at
the foot of the mountain were almost all exposed.
Only three adults remained in the former group of
five. The former group of 11 had disappeared, and
the faecal traces in front of their caves were no
longer obvious, suggesting they had been gone for
some time. Six monkeys were left in the group of
12, with only two infants.

At Nonglin, Dr Li Zhaoyuan
S of the Kunming Institute of
' Zoology has spent two years
observing over 50 monkeys
in eight groups. According
to his survey, these include
a group of five with one
male and four females, an
al-malegroup of five, and
two solitary monkeys. The
largest group was only 15.
Only two yearling infants
were seen. These monkeys
werevery alert and difficult
to find.

| | In 1992 a tunnel was cut
| through Nonggengchang,
|
|

enabling agricultura motors
andtractorsto drivedirectly
to the core area. Farming
has continued to expand
and sometimesthe monkeys only food plants at the
foot of the mountain have been felled. Nongyin, the
only still-vegetated valley in the core area of
Nonglinpian, was then the only place where the White-
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headed Leaf Monkeys could find food and shelter.
However, its outer area Nongwang was fully opened
up this year and al trees were felled. According to
thefarmers' plans, the vegetated valleys will finally
disappear in 1999. Then, the White-headed L eaf
Monkeys will lose their daytime refuge and feeding
area.

In Chongzuo County the White-headed L eaf Monkey
reserve is scattered among the three villages of
Luobai, Laituan and Tuolu. There are very few tall
trees in this reserve. The surrounding lands are
cultivated as much as possible, so their foraging areas
continueto dwindle.?

The high hills and dense forest at the juncture of
Longzhou and Ningming Counties— Longrui Nature
Reserve — could be the last habitat for the White-
headed Leaf Monkeys. A survey in 1977 showed
that there were around 250 monkeysat Longrui (now
asection of the Nonggang Nationa Nature Reserve).
HoweverinlateMay 1998, during avisit to thereserve
by the author with the South ChinaBiodiversity Team
and other Guangxi scientists, no monkeys were
observed in two consecutive days. This was
disappointing. In order to develop tourism, inthe 1980s
Ningming built a* Monkey Pavilion’ inthemountain
pass of the Longrui reserve. But how, the sight of
the pavilion just made us fed sad!

According to the forest warden, there are still around
80 monkeysinfivegroupsat Longrui. Only four young
were added to the population in the last two years.
In order to unravel the true situation, the author paid

asecret visit. At first, the farmers were suspicious,
but when they knew the author was a professor,
they revealed the truth: the main reason for the acute
drop in the White-headed Leaf Monkey population
was poaching. Some poachers were sentenced to
imprisonment, but they became more aggravated after
being released. They shot themonkeys asthey returned
to the cave at dusk — this, then, isthe survival crisis
of the Guangxi White-headed L eaf Monkeys!

To prevent the extinction of this rare species,
government authorities should, as soon as possible,
resolve the conflict between wildlife conservation
and land use rights in Fusui and Chongzuo nature
reserves. Although the wild animals belong to the
country, the land and forests are privately owned.
The government should redeem the reserve forest
and land from respective owners, revert the farmland
back to forest, and help restore ahabitat where White-
headed Leaf Monkeys can live and breed.

Lastly, more scientific research on the reserve,
especially studies on the ecology of the limestone
hills, should be done to help sustain this rare species
for our country and for the whole world.

Notes

1 Some authors consider the White-headed L eaf Monkey to
be a subspecies of Presbytis (or Trachypithecus) francoisi.

2 According to the Guangxi Forestry Department, Chongzuo
now has the largest remaining population, with some 600

individuals.
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Records of globally or nationally threatened wildlife in Guangdong,
Guangxi and Hainan, 1998

1998
The following records were made by specialist team members during KFBG surveysin 1998.

Global status isbased on IUCN Red list of Threatened Animals and Plants; nationa statusis based on respective Red Data Books.

Key: CR= critically endangered; EN = endangered; VU = vulnerable; NT = near-threatened.
Mammals
Hylobates concolor ( ) Macaca mulatta ( )
1035
(

Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta (Globa: NT.) Severa

Ficus altissima at Longhu in Nonggang NNR, Guangxi, 23 May.

Black Gibbon Hylobates concolor Presbytis leucocephalus — ( )
(Global: EN.) At Bawangling NNR,

Hainan. 1 malewas heard calling at 7 220

am. at 1035m. 7 Apr.;the next 170

morning on the same site 5 Black &

Gibbons (1 adult male, 2 adult ﬁ ;.- ' White-headed Leaf Monkey Trachypithecus f.
females, 1 black juvenileand 1 baby) e leucocephalus (Global: VU.) At Fusui NR, Guangxi.

On 28 May, at 9:30am. 6 adult males were seen at 220m,
and about haf hour later 1 adult was seen a 170m.

were seen foraging on afruiting Ficus

altissima.

Birds

Pernis ptilorhynchus
Elanus caeruleus ( ) ( )

Oriental Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus (China VU.) 1 at
Jianfengling NR., Hainan, 10 Apr.; 1 at L onghushan, Guangxi, 14 Oct.

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus Gorsachius melanolophus ( )

(China: VU.) 1 near Bawangling Hainan, 3

Apr.; 1 at Dayaoshan NR., Guangxi, 15 Malayan Night Heron Gorsachius melanolophus ( China: EN.) 4
Sep.; 2 at L onghushan, Guangxi, 14 Oct. birds were seen at Nonggang NNR, Guangxi, 20, 23 May.

Tragopan temminckii

( )

Arborophila ardens

( ) Temminck Tragopan Tragopan temminckii (Global: NT.;

China: VU.) 1 at Dapingshan NR., Guangxi, 26 Sep.

Tragopan caboti

Hainan Hill Partridge Arborophila ardens ( )
(Global: EN.; China: EN.) 1 at core area, 4 - -
. 7 P,
Apr., 2 at Wangxia, 6 Apr. in Bawangling Cabot Tragopan Tragopan caboti ; L?E'ﬁ i
NNR.; 1 at Janfengling NR. 11 Apr. (Global: VU.; China: EN.) 2 at Dayaoshan NR,
Guangxi, 22 Sep.
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Birds (Cont/d)

Gallus gallus ( )

Red Jungle Fowl Gallus gallus 2
(China: VU.) 4 at Nonggong NNR., Guangxi, 20, 21 May; 4 at Longrui NR., Guangxi, 26, 27 May; L Ve o
1 at Xidamingshan NR., Guangxi, 15 Oct. =

Treron curvirostra ( )
Thick-billed Green Pigeon Treron curvirostra (China VU.) 11 records at Bawangling NNR., Hainan, 3-7 Apr.

Treron sieboldii  ( ) Ducula badia ( )

Japanese Green Pigeon Treron sieboldii

(Global: NT.) 2 at Fusui NR., Guangxi, 28 May. Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia (China: VU.)

10 records at Bawangling NNR., Hainan, 3-7 Apr.; 1 at

Ketupa flavipes ( ) Fusui NR., Guangxi, 28 May.
Alcedo hercules ( )
Tawny Fish Owl Ketupa flavipes
(Global: NT.) 1 near Maoershan Guangxi, Aug.; a Blyth’ s Kingfisher 4lcedo hercules
feather at Huaping NNR., Guangxi, 19 Aug (Globa: VU.) 2 at Huaping NR., Guangxi, 17 &18 Aug.
Anthracoceros coronatus
( ) Pericrocotus

cantonensis (

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus (Global: NT.; China: VU.) )
5 at Nonggang NNR., Guangxi, 22 May.

Pitta nympha
( ) Swinhoe’s Minivet

Pericrocotus cantonensis

Fairy Pitta Pitta nympha (Global: NT.) 1 at Dapingshan
(Global: VU.) Feathersat Huaping NNR., Guangxi, 17 Aug.; 1 at Dayaoshan NR., NR., Guangxi, 24 Sep.
Guangxi, 21 Sep.

Garrulax formosus
( )

Crimson-winged Laughingthrush Garrulax formosus (Globa: NT.) 2 at Maoershan NR., Guangxi, 22 Aug.

Garrulax maesi

( )

Maes’ Laughingthrush  Garrulax maesi (Global: NT.) 4 at Bawangling NNR., Hainan, 7 Apr.; 20 at Jianfengling NR., Hainan,
10 &11 Apr.; 40 at Huaping NNR., Guangxi, 16 &17 Aug.

Anthracoceros coronatus
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Birds (Cont/d)

Garrulax milnei

( )

Alcippe variegaticeps ( )

Variegated Fulvetta Alcippe variegaticeps (Global: VU.) 20 at Dayaoshan
NR., Guangxi, 21 Sep.

Red-tailed Laughingthrush Garrulax
milnei ( Globa: NT.) 2 at Maoershan
NR., Guangxi, 22 Aug.; 18 a& Dayaoshan
NR., Guangxi, 21 Sep.

Oriolus mellianus ( )
1910
Silver Oriole Oriolus mellianus (Global: VU.; China: VU.) 4 at
Maoershan NR., Guangxi, 1910m, 22 Aug.

Cissa thalassina (

)

Short-tailed Green Magpie Cissa thalassina (Global: NT.) 1 at Bawangling NNR., Hainan, 7 Apr.

Urocissa whiteheadi (

White-winged Magpie Urocissa whiteheadi (Global: NT.) 5 at Nonggang NNR., Guangxi, 25 May; 9 at Longrui NR.,

Guangxi, 27 May.
Phylloscopus hainanus ( ) T8 Sitta solangiae ( )
Hainan Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus hainanus (Global: Yellow-billed Nuthatch Sitta solangiae

VU.) 4 at Bawangling NNR., Guangxi, 7 Apr.; 2 a

Jianfengling NR., Guangxi, 10 Apr.

(Global: VU.) 5 at Bawangling NNR., Hainan, 7,
8 Apr.
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Reptiles

Gekko gecko (

Tokay Gekko gecko (China: EN.)
Several heard at Nonggang NNR., Longhu NR., Longrui NR., and Fusui NR., Guangxi, May; 1
heard at Dapingshan NR., Guangxi, Sep.

( )

*“ Gekko gecko

Geoemyda spengleri

Black-breasted Terrapin Geoemyda
spengleri (China: EN.) several at
Jiuwanshan NR., Guangxi, Jul.

Sacalia quadriocellata

( )

Four-eyed Terrapin Sacalia bealei (Global:
VU.; China VU.)
1 at Jianfengling NR., Hainan, Apr.

Platysternon megacephalum

( )

Big-headed Terrapin Platysternon megacephalum (China EN.) 1 at Bawangling NNR., Hainan, Apr.; 1 at Baiyong NR.,

Guangdong, Apr.

Shinisaurus

crocodilurus (

)

Chinese Crocodile
Lizard Shinisaurus
crocodilurus (China
EN.) 1 at Dayaoshan
NR., Guangxi, Sep.

% Shinisaurus crocodilurus

Elaphe carinata

( )

Stink Racer Elaphe carinata
(China: VU.) 1 skin at Huaping NNR., Guangxi,
Aug.

Elaphe taeniura

( )

Black-browed Racer Elaphe taeniura
(China: VU.) 1 juvenile at Dayaoshan NR., Guangxi,
Sep.

Elaphe frenata
( )

Green-bellied Green Racer Elaphe frenata
(China: VU.) 2 at Dayaoshan NR., Guangxi, Sep.

Bungarus multicinctus

( )

Many-banded Krait Bungarus multicinctus (China
VU.) 2 at Juwanshan, Guangxi, Jul.

Ptyas korros ( )

Indochinese Rat Snake Ptyas korros (China: EN.) 1 at
Qixingkeng, Guangdong, Apr.; 1 at Dayaoshan NR., Guangxi,
Sep.; 1 at Xidamingshan NR., Guangxi, Oct.

Ophiophagus hannah
( )

King Cobra Ophiophagus hannah

(China: CR.) 1 a Bawangling NNR., Hainan, Apr.;
1 at Huaping NNR., Guangxi, Aug.; 1 at
Xidamingshan NR., Guangxi, Oct.

Ptyas mucosus ( )

Common Rat Snake Ptyas mucosus
(China: EN.) 1 at Xidamingshan NR., Guangxi, Oct.

Naja atra ( )

Chinese Cobra Naja atra (China: VU.) 1 at Bawangling
NNR., Hainan, Apr.
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Amphibians

Ichthyophis bannanica

( )

Yunnan Caecilian Ichthyophis bannanica (China:

EN.) 1 at Qixingkeng, Guangdong, May.

Echinotriton asperrimus

( )

Granular Newt Echinotriton asperrimus (China:
VU.) Severa at Mulun NR., Guangxi, Jul.

Vibrissaphora yaoshanensis

( )

Moustached Toad Vibrissaphora yaoshanensis (China: EN.)
Tadpoles at Huaping NNR., Maocershan NR. and Dayaoshan NR.,

Guangxi, Aug & Sep.

Rana spinosa ( )

Giant Spiny Frog Rana spinosa  (China

VU) Severd a Jiuwanshan NR., Huaping NNR.,

Rana exilispinosa ( )

Lesser Spiny Frog Rana exilispinosa (China: VU) Several at

Huaping NNR., Guangxi, Aug.

Maoershan NR. and Dayaoshan NR., Guangxi,
Jul. to Sep.

Rana boulengeri ( )

Rana shini ( )

Spiny-sided Frog Rana shini (China VU) Several at Jiuwanshan

NR., Guangxi, Jul.

Spiny-bellied Frog Rana boulengeri (China
VU) Several at Huaping NNR., Maoershan
NR. and Qingshitan NR., Guangxi, Aug.

Fish

Anguilla marmorata

( )

Anguilla marmorata (China: EN.)
Several caught by villagers near Y gjia, Bawangling,
Hainan, Apr.

#  Parazacco spilurus

( )
Parazacco spilurus (China VU.) = g - - ——
Recorded at Qixingkeng and /o '“""L-ﬁ?

o i
Heweishan Guangdong, Apr.

Orchidaceae

Paphiopedilum micranthum

( )

Paphiopedium micranthum (Global: EN.)
Two small clumps were recorded at Mulun NR.,
Guangxi, duly. Endemic to China

Phalaenopsis hainanensis

Phalaenopsis hainanensis (Globa: CR) A mature plant was
recorded in Changjiang County, Hainan, April. Endemic to
China
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In The News...

NATIONAL

» Every year, 4,400 sq km of forests
areillegally removedin Chinaand 600,
000illegal logging caseswerereported
in1997. Li Changjian, deputy director
of State Forestry Administration (SFA)
said that his administration was
determined to put an end to the illegal
encroachment on forests and would
work closely with the Ministry of
Public Security, the Supreme People’ s
Court and the Supreme People’ s
Procuratorate on this. SFA will no
longer examine or approve any plans
for comprehensive development and
use of woodland. SFA will also abolish
approval procedures for
comprehensive forest businesses. Li
also said that all the farmland that was
developed on forest land after 1994
must be replanted with treesbefore the
year 2000. (China Daily, 14/09/98)

» According to the SFA, 61% of
China’ sexiging natural forest covering
530,000 sg km of land will be brought
under effective protection by the year
2000. The ultimate aim is to protect
77% of the existing natural forests.
This forest protection project was
triggered by the devagtating floodsthis
summer. A complete ban on logging
natural forest was initiated on 1
September 1998 along the upper
reaches of the Yangtze River in
Y unnan and Sichuan. Loggersin 73
counties in Yunnan have switched
fromlogging to planting trees. Loggers
in Shaanxi, Gansu and Xinjiang will
also join this massive reforestation
programme by the end of the year. The
complete ban onlogging natural forest
will ultimately be extended to Hunan,
Hubei, Jiangxi and Hainan Provinces,
along with Chongging Municipality.
The central Government plans to
provide loans of ¥19 billion (US$2.3
billion) by 2000. So far, ¥6 billion
(US$720M) has been allocated. Half
of thismoney consists of loansfor ex-

o

loggers to plant trees (China Daily, HK
edition, 3/10/98). On the other hand,
Chinese environmentalist Yang Xin
said that unless the Government can
help the tens of thousands of people
affected to find an alternative way of
living, the logging ban was not going
towork. He added that Sichuan forests
would be quiet for sometimeasit was
till the centre of attention. Hefinally
pointed out that national forest farms
would follow the ban but there were
no guarantees that those owned by
local governments and collectives
would do so. (SCMP, 4/10/98)

» Degspite the firm logging ban on
natural forestsin certain provincesin
central China, a senior engineer from
the State Timber Exchange in Beijing
predicted no surge in local and
imported log prices, due to abundant
timber reserves. Asmany as5.7 million
cubic metersare piled up in State tree
farms in Northeast China, which is
estimated to be enough to cover the
demand for the next two years. (China
Daily, HK edition, 18/10/98)

» According to SFA, China currently
has 926 Nature Reserves (NRs), of
which 136 are National Nature
Reserves (NNRs). China directly
employsover 15,000 NR gtaff. (China
Daily, HK edition, 9/11/98)

» Tocelebratethe 10th Anniversary
of China sfirst wild anima protection
law, the SFA issued an open letter
appealing to all Beijing citizens not
to eat any wild animals. Zhang
Lianyou, an SFA official, said that
eating wild animals was a bad habit
and was completely unnecessary.
(China Daily, HK edition, 9/11/98)

GUANGDONG, GUANGXI &
HAINAN

» TheRegulationson Protecting Forest
Lands in Guangdong Province are
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effective from 18 October 1998. The
regulations prohibit the destruction of
forests for the purpose of farming.
(China Daily, HK edition, 19/10/98)

* The Hainan Government recently
strengthened the protection of corals
ontheidand. In August, every coastal
city or county set up atask force to
stop coral collection and mining. In
the next two months, the Government
dismantled over 150 coral lime-kilns
and 24 tourist stalls selling corals. In
September, the People’ s Congress of
Hainan Province passed a new law
named “ Hainan Coral Reef Protection
Regulations”. According to these
regulations, coral collection,
destruction of coral reefs and the
manufacture of any items containing
corals becomeill egal . (Shenxing Times,
10/11/98)

* Every year from September to
November, a large number of
migrating birds at Leizhou
Municipality, Southwestern
Guangdong, is hunted for the food
market. Over ten coastal villages of
the Jijia Town have been hunting
migrating birdsfor over ten years and
it has become even more popular in
recent years. Over 100,000 birds are
hunted every year. The Town
Government is managing the hunting
activities and bird market, breaking
various wildlife laws for short-term
profits. The selling price of apair of
dried birds is ¥15. (Apple Daily, 14/11/
98)

* This year over 2,000 ardeids,
especially Grey Heron Ardea cinerea,
were found nesting in Dishuiyan NR,
Panyu Municipality, Guangdong.
Around 200 herons and egrets were
alsofound at Lianhuashan Scenic Areg,
Nansha Golf Course and Xinzao. This
is attributed to Panyu Government’ s
increasing concern towards
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environmental protection in recent
years. Apart from large-scale
reforestation and landscaping, Panyu
has banned hunting birds and rel eased
confiscated animals(including Chinese
Pangolin Manis pentadactyla, Water
Monitor Varanus salvator and Chinese
Pangolin (Manis pentadactyla), Water
Monitor (Varanus salvator) and
Bullfrog (Rana rugulosa) to the wild.
(Shenxing Times, 5/10/98)

» Beihai Municipality, Guangxi
recently issued an urgent order to
protect birds. Police, together with
Forestry officials, raided 2 migrant bird
markets, arrested over 20 migrant bird
huntersand confiscated over 30rifles.
More than 1,100 rare birds, including
owls and geese, were released to the
Wild. (Shenxing Times, 3/11/98)

 Starting from 1999, the Guangdong
Government will inject ¥688 million
over 10 yearsto build an 83,209 km-
long green belt for fire prevention and
ecological restoration. To ensure that
the green belt will befinished on time,
the Provincial Government has listed
this project as duties of all county
chiefs during their office periods.
Detailed regul ationsand aset of award/
penalty system have al so been set up
for all countiesto follow. (Wen Wei Po,
12/10/98)

* A forestry warden of Chebaling NR,
Shixing County, Guangdong saw a
South China Tiger Panthera tigris
amoyensis at Luozhuping in late
October. It is estimated that there are
20 to 30 South ChinaTigersliving in
the wild, and Chebaling has 2 to 3
individuals. (Shenxing Times, 11/11/98)

* HK businessman Mr. Xing Yigian
recently established the Mingren
Mountain bird NR at his home town,
Donglu Town, Wenchang County,
Hainan. Since 1994, he has bought
over 66 ha of land and planted many
fruit trees for thisNR. A management

o

station was officially opened on 1
October 1998. (Shenxing Times, 3/10/98)

* Ms. Tang Liyinginvested 37 million
yuan (US$4.5 million) to establish an
internati onal green development centre
in Wangning, a small riverside city
in Hainan. The 6.66 ha centre is
composed of a tropical ecological
system demonstration region, a
Scottish ancient castle Sghtseeing area,
and a biological resource exploitation
region. Tang' saim isto protect the
plants that are unique to Hainan and
to combine environmental protection
with economic development. (China
Daily, 27/9/98)

* Ninety Water Monitors Varanus
salvator (China Class| protected) and
26 Chinese Pangolins Manis
pentadactyla (ChinaClass|| protected)
were confiscated by the police at
Maoming Municipality, Guangdong.
Thelocal Forestry Bureau released all
of these animals at the Dawuling NR
of Xinyi County on 3/11/98. (Shenxing
Times, 11/11/98) (Ed.: The Bengal Monitor
Varanus bengalensis is also common in S.
China wildlife markets and shares the same
common name as the Water Monitor. The
above-mentioned 90 lizards might include either

one or both species.)

* Five nestling Grass Owls Tyto
capensis were found in anest near the
runway of Haikou Airport, Hainan.
The young owls were immediately
taken to the Jinniuling Zoo at Haikou
by airport workers that discovered
them. (Sing Pao Daily News, 10/11/98)

ELSEWHERE IN THE SOUTH

* Hunan Province will ban logging
in 780 sg km of natural forests, and
prevent access and farming activity
in 30,000 sqg km of catchment forests,
at the beginning of 1999. About 3
million trees will be planted on 400
sg km of farmland in the next 5 years
to control soil erosion and for
ecological restoration. The province
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plansto spend 40 million yuan (US$5
million) on tree planting. Every year,
170 million tons of surface soil inthe
province is eroded. (China Daily, 15/10/
98)

* Longgi ShanNR at Jang Le County
was upgraded to a National Nature
Reserve lagt month. Itisthethird NNR
in Fujian Province after Wuyi Shan
NNR and Meihua Shan NNR. L onggi
Shan was initially established as a
Provincial NR in 1989. Itstotal area
is 147 sq km with a forest cover of
97%. (HK Commercial Daily, 8/10/98)

» A 7-year study by nature reserve
staff concluded that there were only
764 Guizhou Snub-nosed Monkeys
Rhinopithecus roxellanae brelichi 1ft
in the wild in Fanjing Shan NNR,
Guizhou. It isendemic to Chinaunder
Class | protection. (Wen Wei Po, 10/10/
98)

» Four groups of over 1,000 Y unnan
Snub-nosed Monkeys Rhinopithecus
bieti were discovered in Samagong
forest in Weixi County, Yunnan. The
Samagong forest is 3,500m above sea
level and 300 km from the Baima Snow
Mountain NR, where another 600
Snub-nosed Monkeys live. (Beijing
Review, 21/09/98)

» Anocther Yangtze speciesis facing
extinction. The Hilsa Herring,
Myxocyprinus asiaticus, has not been
found in Poyang L ake or the Y angtze
River within Jiangsu and Anhui
provinces in the last 3 years. Itisa
popular dish in Chinese cuisinefor its
soft texture and delicioustaste. In the
1960s, about 400 tons were caught per
year and in 1974, thiswent up to 1,
575 tons. In the 1980s, the scarcity of
supply drove its price up to ¥800
(US$96) per kg. Chinese experts
attributed the decline to serious
industrial pollutionalong the Y angtze.
(China Daily, HK edition, 17/10/98)
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» A recent survey found the world’ s
largest Davidia involucrata forest, at
Fanjing Shan NNR, Guizhou, D.
involucrata is the only species in
Family Davidaceae and isendemic to
China. Itis alarge treethat can grow
over 20 min height. Eleven patches
of D. involucrata, each covering
around 100 ha, have been discovered
at Fanjing Shan. Smaller patchesare
asofound inancient forestsin Sichuan
and Hunan. (Macau Daily, 12/10/98)

» Three captive-bred South China
Tigers Panthera tigris amoyensis Were
transferred from the Suzhou Zoo to
the newly established breeding centre
at Meihua Shan NNR, Fujian. The
Fujian Government aimsto reintroduce
captive-bred tigersto the wild. (People’ s
Daily, Overseas edition, 12/10/98)

» Six suckling pigswere believed to
have been eaten by 2 to 3 Clouded
Leopards Pardofelis nebulosa at
Meihua Shan NNR, Fujian at 1 a.m.
on 7 October 1998. (Macau Daily, 12/
10/98)

» Wolf Canis lupus and Wild Boar
Sus scrofa, both formerly considered
agricultural pests, become protected
speciesin Zhejiang Province starting
from October 1998. If Wolf and Wild
Boar cause damage to livestock and
crops, the affected collective or person
can apply to the Provincial
Government for compensation. The
relevant wild animal protection
departments will offer compensation
after ingpection. (Shenzhen Special Zone
Daily, 14/10/98)

A 7,000 cubic metrebutterfly garden
was recently opened in Fujian. This
new facility isStuated ingdethe Fujian
Dameng Shan Panda World. It
currently has over 100 butterfly
SPECi €S. (Wen Wei Po, 14/10/98)

» Two foreigners were detained by
Taiwan Customs for carrying 300

o

lizards of various protected species
from Thailand. One of them was a
Canadian Biologist who had been
convicted for a similar offence in
January 1998. (Sing Tao Daily, 16/10/98)

NORTH OF THE YANGTZE

* In September 1996, Professor Li
Bosheng and his Sino-foreign expert
team started to draw up the
“Ecotourism Overall Plan for
Qomolangma (Mount Everest) NR”
in Xizang. This tourism masterplan
was funded by United Nations
Development Programme and
administered by the China
International Centrefor Economic and
Technological Exchange. The Planwas
completed last year and approved by
the Xizang Government. It hasbecome
an official guidelinefor ecological tour
development in the NR. (China Daily,
HK edition, 3/10/98)

* The Yellow River Conservancy
Commission is drafting a new bill to
increase central Government control
over water allocation from the river
and substantially increase prices of
water use. The draft will also
standardize punishment for polluters.
Despite thisyear’ s floodsin central
China, the Yellow River dried up for
133 days. Last year, the river dried
up for arecord of 226 days. (SCMP,
17/10/98)

* Inview of seriousrat problems due
to ecological degradation, the Forestry
Bureau of Qu County, Sichuan
Provinceinvested 200,000 yuan to set
up a snake breeding centre in 1994,
So far, 10,000 snakes have been
released tothe wild in 5 years without
charge. (HK Daily News, 27/10/98)

» The ex-situ conservation projects
for rare plant species affected by the
Three Gorges Dam have gained certain
successes. Over 30 rare plant species
were successfully propagated in
Yichang Dalaoling National Forest
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Park, Haiyuan Botanic Garden and
Wouhan Institute of Botany. The re-
introduction of 2 endangered plant
species also proved successful. Three
Gorges has 47 State-protected plant
species and 37 species endemic to the
area. Once the dam is finished, the
water level will rise by 67 to 100 m,
affecting 550 plant species. (Macau
Daily, 5/10/98)

* Britain’ sHowlettsand Port Lympne
Foundation donated 10 captive-bred
Wild Horses Equus przewalskii to
Chinafor re-introduction in the Gobi
Desert in Gansu and Xinjiang. The
Wild Horse is the ancestor of the
modern domestic horses and the last
Wild Horse was seen in the 1960s.
International organizationslike UNEP
and FAO have also made plans to
protect the Wild Horse. The State
Environmental Protection Agency and
the Beijing Institute of Biodiversity
recently started a new programme to
re-introduce Wild Horsesto nature in
Anxi County, Gansu. (China Daily, HK
edition, 16/11/98)

* A small salamander Ranodon
sibiricus isunder threat. It is recorded
only from Xinjiang and Kazakhstan.
The world total is estimated to be 4,
000, half of which arein China. When
it was discovered in Wenguan County
of Xinjiang in 1989, there were 8,000.
Subsequent to the discovery of the
species, the salamander site was
designated as a tourist spot. Habitat
destruction and collection by tourists
are believed to be the causes of the
population decline. (Wen Wei Po, 04/10/
98)

Cuttings courtesy of WWF HK. Taken from
newspapers in the period August to
December 1998. All scientific names are

given by the editors.

Readers are invited to comment or

elaborate on any of the news items.
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Shackleton, DM. (ed.) and the IUCN/SSC Caprinae Specialist Group, 1997. Wild Sheep
and Goats and their Relatives. Status Survey and Conservation Action Plan for Caprinae.
IUCN, Gland, Switzerland and Cambridge, UK. 390 = vii pp.
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BOOK REVIEW

Shackleton, D.M. (ed.) and the IUCN/SSC Caprinae Specialist Group, 1997. Wild Sheep
and Goats and their Relatives. Status Survey and Conservation Action Plan for Caprinae.
IUCN, Gland, Switzerland and Cambridge, UK. 390 = vii pp.

The World Conservation Union (IUCN), and its
Species Survival Commission (SSC) of 7,000
voluntary experts worldwide, have produced a series
of Action Plans on animal and plant groups of
conservation interest. Each Action Plan assesses
the conservation status of species and their habitats,
and outlinesthe prioritiesfor their conservation. The
present impressive volume has been compiled over
six years by David Shackleton, the Deputy Chairman
of the IUCN/SSC Caprinae Speciaist Group, with
the input of 111 authors from 70 countries.

The mammal subfamily Caprinae, better known as
the sheep and goats, is a group of some 30 species
which include two of the world’ s most important
livestock animals (Capra hircus and Ovis aries).
Most species are especially vulnerableto extinction
due to their genetic isolation, speciaised habitat
requirements and low reproductiverate, coupled with
increased pressure from humans on their rangeland
ecosystems.

The Caprinae Action Plan includes 12 chapters, of
which the first three set the scene for the scope of
the book, the importance of the animals, and the
classification adopted. The following seven chapters
compriseaworld tour of Caprinaeby region, followed
by a chapter on conservation priorities and options,
and another on conservation actions and
implementation. There are also appendices on
sustainable use, management of feral and wild
Caprinae, names and addresses of authors, and 1994
IUCN Red List categories. Throughout there are
country-wide distribution maps, and black-and-white
photographs.

Of most interest to Living Forests readers are the
two native Caprinae of South China, the Serow
Capricornis sumatraensis and the Long-tailed Goral
Naemorhedus caudatus. Aswith other Caprinae, the

O O O
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taxonomy of these is disputed; some authors place
the Serow in Naemorhedus, and some plit the species.
Globally both Serow and Long-tailed Goral are
considered Vulnerable.

The China section of the Action Plan derives from
contributions by eight different authors, all based
in northern China. Not surprisingly, the China status
of the Serow (whose northern limit is in southern
Gansu), and the Long-tailed Goral (most of whose
distribution is also in the south), are both given as
Indeterminate. The Serow populations referred to
as argyrochaetes (here assigned to C. sumatraensis
milneedwardsii, the Southwest China Serow), which
include those from Yunnan in the west to Zhejiang
in the east, are considered Endangered. Overall
though, in southern China as in neighbouring
Indochina, the status of these speciesis shrouded in
mystery, asituation attributablein part to the shortage
of active mammalogists in the region.

The conservation measures proposed for these and
many other Caprinae are al so not surprising: to ban
hunting and trade wherever it might lead to extinction,
and to conduct studies of distribution, population
and ecology. Overdl the conservation goalsinclude
the maintenance of maximum genetic diversity, and
creation of an environment that might enable
sustainable use. Before thisis possibleit will be
essential to revisethe group’ staxonomy, to census
the wild populations and to develop conservation
management plans.

As noted in the Report, the success of such
recommendations depends on closer working
rel ationships between ‘ users’ (hunters and local
residents), governments and professiona biologists.
Given such progress, this excdlent reference volume
will have been worth al the painstaking effort.
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A selection of recent publications

Books and reports

Chen Yiyu et al., 1998. Fauna Sinica: Osteichthyes:
Cypriniformes I1. Science Press, Beijing. (531 pp., Chinese).

The Chinese Wildlife Conservation Association (Chief
Compilers), 1999. Atlas of Amphibians of China. Henan
Science and Technology Press (Chinese).

Fu Tongsheng, Song Y ujun, Gao Wei et al., 1998. Fauna Sinica:
Aves Vol. 14: Passeriformes: Ploceidae, Fringillidae. Science
Press, Beijing (323 pp. + 8 plates, Chinese).

Gao Li-shi, 1999. On the Dais' Traditional Irrigation System
and Environmental Protection in Xishuangbanna. Y unnan
Nationality Press (Chinese & English).

State Environmental Protection Agency, 1998. The China
National Report on Implementation of the “Convention on
Biological Diversity”. China Environmental Science Press,
Beijing, 92 pp. (Chinese).

Wang Sung, 1998. China Red Data Book of Endangered Animals
: Mammalia. Science Press, Beijing, Hong Kong & New Y ork
(Chinese & English).

Yue Peigi & Chen Yiyu (Chief Compilers), 1998. China Red
Data Book of Endangered Animals: Pisces. Science Press,
Beijing, Hong Kong & New York. (247 pp. + 7 colour plates,
Chinese & English).

Zhang Mengwen, Zong Yu & MaJifan, 1998. Fauna Sinica:
Reptilia Vol. 1. General Accounts of Reptilia, Testudoformes
and Crocodiliformes. Science Press, Beijing. (213 pp. + 4
colour plates, Chinese).

Zhao Ermi (Chief Compiler), 1998. China Red Data Book of

Endangered Animals: Amphibia & Reptilia. Science Press,
Beijing, Hong Kong & New York. (330 pp. + 4 colour plates,
Chinese & English).

Zhao Ermi, Huang Meihua, Zong Yu et al., 1998. Fauna Sinica:
Reptilia Vol. 3: Squamata: Serpentes. Science Press, Beijing
(522 pp. + 12 plates).

Zheng Guangmei & Wang Qishan (Chief Compilers), 1998.
China Red Data Book of Endangered Animals: Aves. Science
Press, Beijing, Hong Kong & New York. (346 pp. + 4 colour
plates, Chinese & English).

John Seidensticker, Sarah Christie and Peter Jackson, 1999.
Riding the Tiger- Tiger Conservation in human-dominated
landscapes. Cambridge University Press.

Georgina M.Mace, Andrew Balmford & Joshua R.Ginsberg,
1998. Conservation Biology Series 1: Conservation in a
Changing World. Cambridge University Press, UK.

Stephen J.Karsen, Micheal Wai-neng Lau & Anthony Bogadek,
1998. Hong Kong Amphibians and Reptiles. The Provisional
Urban Council, Hong Kong.

Malcolm L. Hunter JR, 1999. Maintaining Biodiversity in Forest
Ecosystem. Cambridge University Press, UK.

Volker Homes, 1999. On the Scent: Conserving Musk Deer-
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the Uses of Musk and Europe’s Role in its Trade, TRAFFIC
Europe report.

Bascombe, M.J., Johnston, G. and Bascombe, F.S, 1999. The
Butterflies of Hong Kong. Academic Press, London, 664pp.

Lau, Paul, 1997. Butterflies of Hong Kong. Paul Lau Photography.
(Chinese & English).

Lee S., 1998. Attitudes of Hong Kong Chinese Towards Wildlife
Conservation and the Use of Wildlife as Medicine and Food.
TRAFFIC East Asia, Hong Kong (65 pp.).

Rabinowitz, A., 1997. Wildlife Field Research and Conservation
Training Manual. Wildlife Conservation Society, New Y ork,
USA (281 pp., revised and reprinted).

Shackleton, D.M. (ed.) and the [UCN/SSC Caprinae Specialist
Group, 1997. Wild Sheep and Goats and their Relatives: Status
Survey and Action Plan for Caprinae. IUCN, Gland,
Switzerland and Cambridge, UK, (390 + vii pp.).

United Nations Development Programme, 1998. Ecoregional
Co-operation for Biodiversity Conservation in the Himalaya.
UNDP, New Y ork, 396 pp.

Chen Singchi et al., 1999, Flora Reipublica Popularis Sinicae,
Tomus 18, Science Press (Chinese) 463pp.

Ts Zhanhuo et al., 1999, Flora Reipublica Popularis Sinicae,
Tomus 19, Science Press (Chinese) 485pp.

Scientific papers

Ding Bo, Zhang Y aping & Hou Yidi, 1998. Genetic diversity
among Macaca mulatta from six regionsin Y unnan Province
based on protein eectrophoresis. Zoological Research 19(2),
171-172 (Chinese).

Hu Gan & Wei Yi, 1998. Study on population dynamics of
White-headed Langurs. Chinese Primate Research and
Conservation News 7(1-2), p.10-11 (Chinese) and 24 (English).

Huang Chengming, Sun Ruyong & Lu Liren, 1998. Study on
the day range and its seasonal change of White-headed L eaf
Monkey. Chinese Primate Research and Conservation News
7(1-2), p. 7 (Chinese) and 22-23 (English).

Liu H., 1998. The change of geographical distribution of two
Asian species of rhinoceros in Holocene. The Journal of
Chinese Geography 8(1), 83-88.

LuLiren, 1998. Living crisisof Presbytis leucocephalus. Chinese
Primate Research and Conservation News 7(1-2), p.13-14
(Chinese) and 30(English).

Shi Haitao & Zheng Guangmei, 1998. The study on diet of
Temminck’ s Tragopan. Zoological Research 19(3), 225-229
(Chinese, with English abstract).

Yang Maofa & Li Zizhong, 1998. Three new species of
Cicadellidae from China s Hainan Province (Homoptera:
Cicadellidea). Zoological Research 19(4), 318-322 (Chinese,
with English abstract).
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Two Tough Questions

When | talk to those who are not interested in or even
against environmental conservation, | always encounter
two questions. The first one is: “You said we should
show passion for animals, then why do we still eat
chickens and ducks, and kill pigs and sheep? ”

| think passion, to a certain extent, isaspiritual reflection
of palitical, economic and cultural conditions. Tenthousand
years ago, cannibalism was considered reasonable under
the conditions of the time. With advances in economy
and culture, cannibalism hasthen becomeimmoral. Ethics,
morals and passions will change according to changesin
conditions. The way to treat animal sisthe same. Originally,
the relationship between humans and animalsis, like that
between animalsthemselves, as different levelson afood
chain. This relationship was beyond the reach of human
ethics. However, the extension of ethical concernsfrom
people to nature and to the mutual links between various
lifeformson earth has gone and i sgoi ng through ahistorical
process.. Some people become vegetari ans because they
love animals rather than for religious or physiological
reasons. | have met alot of such people. | am not sure if
vegetarianism or anew eating style will become afuture
trend. But we cannot deduce that because we est livestock
we should eat wild animals, especially rare species that
affect biodiversity and ecological equilibrium, aswell.
We have to be moral even when we are eating livestock.
For example, Hong Kong prohibits carrying poultry upside
down. Certain statesin the U.S.A. prohibit retail trading
of live animalsasfood. In Germany, you haveto provide
water and an oxygen tablet to afish in a plastic bag if
you buy it alive. On the contrary, alot of Chinese people
are still proud of eating rare animal s, the more brutal the
better. They even promote this as a culture of eating. In
fact, thisis not civilized but barbaric.

The second question | faceisthat while | am talking with
friends about protecting a certain kind of plant or animal,
those who rely on killing these plants and animalsfor a
living will ask, “Are you going to protect humans or
animals?”

To be perfectly honest, firgtly, | think the world is over-
populated. It becomes a quality issue when human
population exceeds a certain level. How many people are

there in the world now? China alone has more than 1.2
billion. | really feel that thisis atragedy. With so many
people, we need to find food and clothes, to build houses
and roads, to collect firewood or to use other energy
resources. Many people even buy coffinsfor their dead
bodiesand occupy some land after death. Thisistoo great
apressure for the earth.

Secondly, human beings have done too many bad things.
The earth is our mother. She brings us to thisworld and
nurses us. She gives us education and everything. She
also inflicts us punishments. However, we have requited
her kindnesswith enmity. We have turned primary forests
to reservoirs. We haveranchesbuilt on Eld’ sdeer’ shabitat.
We have cleared rainforests and turned them to rubber
plantations. We have repeated the disaster we created at
Huang He onthe Y angtze and other rivers. We have turned
alot of agricultural land into concrete and bitumen deserts.
We have then destroyed more forests, grasslands and
marshes on a massve scale. Now, some people are trying
to build the world’ s biggest dam at the big bend of
Y arlungzangbo Jiang. Human beings, when will you be
more humble?

Thirdly, the most horrible thing is that we human beings
are ill not aware of our fault. We even regard our greed,
ignorance, shortsightedness and presumption as the
elements to save the world. We destroy our home and
bring misery to our future generations under the name of
“modern civilization” . Humans are stubborn because we
alwaysthink we are theruler of all and are superior to al
lifeformson earth. Weare so powerful that we relentlessly
destroy forests, wipe out animals, polluterivers and even
destroy the ozone layer. We have completely changed
the earth. Now, why don’ t we have a serious evaluation
of what we have done? Can we be more passionate, ethical
and moral to animalsand other life forms? Does protecting
nature mean not protecting humans? Of course not! No
one can escape unscathed in a great disaster. Nature
conservation actually includes protecting human beings
and their futures. Some people are just too shortsighted
to see this. Human beings are only one of the millions of
species on earth. We should not destroy other speciesin
order to save one. Should all other speciesbecome extinct,
the human species will not be able to survive alone.

Extracted from Tang, X.Y., and Marks, M.B., 1997. The World Green Tour: China Section.
Inner Mongolia People’ s Press, China. (Chinese)

Translated by Angel Wong and Billy Hau
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Major sites mentioned in this issue are indicated

Announcement
1999 KFBG Biodiversity Studentship 1999
1999 In 1999 KFBG launched a Biodiversity Studentship scheme. We
22 received 22 applications to the KFBG Studentship 1999. These

cover a wide range of biodiversity topics from the genetic to
community levels, in man made aswell as natural habitats. Since
the primary aim of the Studentship scheme is to assist young
scientists to acquire the knowledge and skills to survey plants
and animasin the wild, only projects relating to biodiversity

10 6 survey in natural habitats have been selected for interviews. Six
applicants were interviewed at CAS, Guangzhou Branch, in late
October. Results will be announced in the next issue.

2000 KFBG Biodiversity Studentship 2000
2000 In order to fit in with the postgraduate enrollment schedule in
2000 1 China, the KFBG Biodiversity Studentship for the year 2000

will be open for application in January 2000. Again, up to 6
studentships will be offered. In view of the shortage of young
field zoologists in South China, special consideration will be
given to research projects on the ecology or taxonomy of the

- : following animal groups:

- - - Reptiles and amphibians in wetland and forest;

- Forest birds;

. - Large mammals;

’ - Bats;

, - Small mammals;

- ; - Forest stream fishes;

- ; - Land snails;

- - Forest arthropods

Those who wish to apply please write or e-mail to the South

ChinaBiodiversity Team, KFBG for an application form.

Address: South China Biodiversity Team, Kadoorie Farm &

Botanic Garden, Lam Kam Rd, Tai Po, New Territories, Hong

Kong Special Administrative Region, China; or email:

scbt@kfbg.org.hk

scbt@kfbg.org.hk

- o0o0o0 2000 January IssueNo.1  Living Forests 32



