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Professor Joachim Milberg, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of BMW 

AG, is Heinrich Hertz Guest Professor 2014. (Photo: BMW) 

The 2014 Heinrich Hertz Guest Professorship is awarded to 

Professor Joachim Milberg by the Karlsruhe University Society 

(KUG) and the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT). In two 

public lectures, the Chairman of the BMW Supervisory Board 

and former full Professor for Machine Tools and Operation Sci-

ences of TU Munich, will speak about “Sustainable growth by 

innovations” and “Individual mobility” on October 21 and 22, 18 

hrs, at the Tulla-Hörsaal on KIT Campus South (building 11.40, 

Englerstraße 11). In addition, Milberg will hold a seminar for KIT 

students.     

Before Milberg’s first lecture as Heinrich Hertz Guest Professor on 

October 21, 2014, KIT President Holger Hanselka will make the 

opening speech. In his following lecture entitled “Sustainable growth 

by innovations – how Germany will remain a stronghold of industry 

in the future”, Joachim Milberg will emphasize the importance of 

innovations to sustainable prosperity. According to him, a strong and 

competitive industrial basis of high technological performance is 

required for this purpose. At the same time, more investments in 
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research and education are needed to establish good framework 

conditions and, at the same time, to support the acceptance of and 

motivation for viable innovations in German society.  

After the lecture, the awards ceremony will take place.  

On October 22, the Heinrich Hertz Guest Professor will speak about 

“Individual mobility – a challenge for industry and science as well as 

for the society and politics.” Among others, the following questions 

will be dealt with: Will paradigms change in individual mobility in the 

future or are they already changing at the moment? Who or what are 

the drivers? Which role do alternative drive concepts, such as elec-

tric mobility, play and which are the challenges we face? 

The Heinrich Hertz Guest Professorship is awarded every academic 

year to outstanding personalities in science, industry, culture, and 

politics for their services and contributions to research and the so-

ciety by the Karlsruhe University Society (KUG) and KIT. The KUG 

donated the guest professorship in 1987 on the occasion of the 

100
th
 anniversary of the discovery of electromagnetic waves by the 

physicist Heinrich Hertz at Universität Karlsruhe.  

About the Person 

Joachim Milberg, born 1943 in Verl (Westphalia), completed a train-

ing as a mechanic. He studied production engineering at the State 

Engineering School of Bielefeld and at the Technical University of 

Berlin. Then, he worked as a research assistant at the Institute of 

Machine Tools and Production Engineering of TU Berlin and was 

awarded his doctorate in 1971 for his thesis “Analytical and experi-

mental studies relating to the stability limit in turning.” In 1972, Mil-

berg started to work as an executive employee with the machine tool 

factory Gildemeister AG, Bielefeld. In 1978, he became Head of the 

“Automatic Lathe” Division. From 1981 to 1993, he was a full profes-

sor for machine tools and business administration at Technische 

Universität München. From 1991 to 1993, he was Dean of the Facul-

ty of Mechanical Engineering.  

During his work with the university, Joachim Milberg developed the 

essential basis for further development of computer-integrated con-

struction and production and, hence, contributed essentially to in-

creasing the competitiveness of German industry. In 1993, Milberg 

started to work with BMW AG, Munich. From 1993 to 1999, he was 

Member of the Board of Management and from 1999 to 2002, Chief 

Executive Officer. Since 2002, he has been Member of the Supervi-

sory Board and since 2004, its Chairman. Milberg succeeded in 
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bringing the productivity and quality at the BMW factories to the 

highest level. This success as well as the successful solution of the 

Rover problem and the reorganization of BMW made him gain high 

recognition in the industry sector. From 2002 to 2009, Joachim Mil-

berg was the Founding President of the acatech – National Acade-

my of Science and Engineering. He was awarded several prizes and 

honors.    

The Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corpora-

tion according to the legislation of the state of Baden-

Württemberg. It fulfills the mission of a university and the mis-

sion of a national research center of the Helmholtz Association. 

Research activities focus on energy, the natural and built envi-

ronment as well as on society and technology and cover the 

whole range extending from fundamental aspects to applica-

tion. With about 9400 employees, including more than 6000 

staff members in the science and education sector, and 24500 

students, KIT is one of the biggest research and education in-

stitutions in Europe. Work of KIT is based on the knowledge 

triangle of research, teaching, and innovation. 

This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu. 

 

The photo of printing quality may be downloaded under www.kit.edu 

or requested by mail to presse@kit.edu or phone +49 721 608-4 

7414. The photo may be used in the context given above exclusively. 
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