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HEAR LAST NIGHT’S YVES KLEIN
MONOTONE-SILENCE SYMPHONY

PERFORMANCE
By Kyle Petreycik | September 19, 2013 - 01:00PM

Last evening at the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, an orchestra and a chorus
performed Yves Klein’s Monotone-Silence Symphony (1947-1949) — a D major chord sustained
for twenty minutes with no distinguishable breaks in sound, immediately followed by twenty
minutes of silence.

The symphony itself was performed in conjunction with the exhibition “Audible Presence: Lucio
Fontana, Yves Klein, Cy Twombly“ at Dominique Lévy Gallery. It quite the experience. During the
period of twenty minutes I went from being uncomfortable from the continuous orchestral drone to
becoming very much at ease with it. After twenty minutes of D, many of the audience members
seemed complacent, only to be confronted with the period of silence. It’s weird to be in a room full
of strangers and silence.

Now watch this for twenty minutes.

PREVIOUS POST NEXT POST

http://animalnewyork.com/
http://animalnewyork.com/features/
http://animalnewyork.com/genre/video/
http://animalnewyork.com/genre/art/
http://animalnewyork.com/genre/city/
http://animalnewyork.com/genre/music/
http://animalnewyork.com/genre/life/
http://animalnewyork.com/genre/politics/
http://animalnewyork.com/genre/internet/
http://animalnewyork.com/genre/adult/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CI0DPbO1eUo7TIY_Y0AHO7YDwA4DV3KUEAAAQASAAUJypzccDYMnGqYvApNgPggEXY2EtcHViLTIzNzk0MTIzNzI3MDY5OTDIAQLgAgCoAwGqBL8BT9AfLePk8dUco7ssFo9acYAWZPBgDiJeBTBkgILRKoKOUqTtUHy6EmZcJJCcXttK39HKNBuqK9yQ9NbgHGwerBnjYnD6aORsomImp6ekzjvLFxWVWZAKAA8Gnb8M95zL8YPyz66Apnhxrk_cpFMXsZaS-Eq4SGytdJVxOOGrFoAx7xH8MVpqtgK_ImwSETekguOsY2fmgDhNsg0o5fMmL2NAuzXOiszFYTs7STjn-OgL2-ppEy4xqtI6tFrtDP3gBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_0B47J3ebip7QvTe2PdtQOLvgPK_g&client=ca-pub-2379412372706990&adurl=https://twitter.com/%23!/animalnewyork
http://animalnewyork.com/author/kyle/
http://www.dominique-levy.com/exhibitions/audible-presence-lucio-fontana-yves-klein-cy-twombly/artworks/1
http://animalnewyork.com/2013/sample-wars-kanye-west-vs-large-professor/
http://animalnewyork.com/2013/how-to-silkscreen-in-your-bathroom/


“ “Tags: Dominique Lévy, Monotone-Silence, Yves Klein

This symphony… consisted of one unique continuous sound, drawn out and deprived
of its beginning and of its end, creating a feeling of vertigo and aspiration outside of
time. Thus even in its presence, this symphony does not exist… However, in the
world of our possibilities of conscious perception, it is silence– audible presence.

–Yves Klein
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