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Bill Stephan, CVE
Executive Director & 
Chief Artistic Officer

Acknowledging the cliché, there is light ahead as we leave the 2020 tunnel and begin   
 2021. We look forward to joining others doing the things we love, especially perfor-

mances at the Lied! I’m so proud of the opportunities created by the Lied Executive Director 
and talented staff to keep our spirits up and our hearts filled with performing arts. The Lied 
Center Staff expanded their skills bringing us music in our neighborhoods, movies, and 
other virtual experiences to enjoy at home. Creative, nimble, and flexible are appropriate 
descriptors for the entire staff.
 
The Friends of Lied Board of Directors extends a heartfelt thanks to each of you. Your mem-
bership helps support a season sponsorship, Arts Across Nebraska, the Production and 
Facilities Endowment, and an accruing fund for a Lied Center renovation gift, just to name a 
few. Our FOL fundraising team has pivoted quickly from an in-person event in 2021 to a vir-
tual event called Support our Stages (read more on page 5). The proceeds from this event 
also contribute to the annual gift. 
 
Nominations are now being accepted for the Board of Directors of Friends of Lied. The 
Board includes members from across the state of Nebraska who volunteer their time and 
energy in support of the Lied Center. Directors serve three-year terms and attend monthly 
meetings, September-May, to assist in friend-raising and fundraising for the benefit of per-
forming arts in Nebraska.

The show must go on… and it did! Even with all the challenges of the last several months, 
a lot of truly wonderful things happened at the Lied Center. Just 3% of major performing 

arts venues in the nation presented live performances this fall, and the Lied Center was 
among them. Your continued support made it possible. 
 
In September, the Lied Center became the first venue in the nation to host an Off-Broadway 
or Broadway touring show since March when we welcomed NEWSical The Musical, a 
long-running Off-Broadway show that reunited its cast just to come to Lincoln. In October, 
Broadway star Derrick Davis performed an original autobiographical concert he created 
specifically for the Lied Center. Just a few weeks later, Dixie’s Tupperware Party took over 
the Lied for a 7-show run that was among the nation’s largest theatrical productions this 
fall. And in November, On Broadway brought its cast of Broadway stars back together for 
two exhilarating performances at the Lied Center. 
 
Now we are setting our sights on the future, with plans to announce our spring season in 
the coming weeks and to reopen to in-person audiences in early 2021. The Lied Center will 
continue to lead the way in the return to live performances with exciting events including 
Mike Super: Magic and Illusion, Super Diamond, Kelli O’Hara, The Modern Gentlemen, 
Behzod Abdurimov, The Naughton Duo, Diane Schuur, and more. As a Friend, you’ll be 
among the first to know. 
 
The Friends of Lied have been integral in keeping the Lied Center moving forward, and it 
is because of you that we are looking confidently toward the future. You, the Lieders, are 
acknowledged on the cover of this issue of the Lieder. I want to personally offer my sincere 
gratitude to each and every one of you. 
 
So here’s to the hope and joy that come from the arts, to meeting challenges with creativity 
and optimism, and to a brighter new year. I wish you health and happiness in 2021!

June Pederson
President | Friends of Lied

Board of Directors

On October 23rd, at Dixie’s Tupperware Party 
performance, former FOL membership chair Megan 
Darlington and former FOL president Tracy Sanford 
presented Lied Executive Director Bill Stephan with 
a check for $475,000 representing the annual gift 
to Lied Center for Performing Arts by Friends of 
Lied. This presentation of our 2019 gift would have 
normally taken place in the spring, but was delayed 
due to the pandemic. This gift was made possible 
by contributions from over 1,179 members and 
annual fundraising in 2019. This gift will be used to 
support Lied programming, including education and 
outreach, as well as funding for operational and 
facility needs.  

Patron Friend Sponsors and Board Members June 
Pederson, Tracy Sanford, Kristen Cline, Jan Cook, 
and Lanny Barth met Dixie after the show. 

TO NOMINATE YOURSELF OR SOMEONE ELSE FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF FRIENDS OF LIED: 
Go to www.liedcenter.org/friendsoflied for more details and our nomination form.  
You may also contact Friends of Lied advisor, Tracy Sanford, at tracymsanford@me.com,  
or membership manager Amy Ossian at 402-472-4704 or aossian2@unl.edu for more information.

>>>

What is it like to return to the theater?  
After our first shows back, we asked  
audience members to tell us about their 
experience returning to the Lied.
 
It is so wonderful to walk into the theater. It’s all the 

precautions that we find any place in town where 

you go and you know that you’re going to be safe, 

so people in masks, people keeping socially dis-

tant. It feels very safe. And it feels very welcoming.   

- Dr. Marilyn Moore

 

Being in this space is great because you can re-

ally truly distance here. You have really good sight 

lines; you can see everything on stage without 

having any heads in your way. We just love com-

ing and seeing live theatre as a family and making 

those memories, so it was so good to be back.  

- Katie Taddeucci

 

It was so great to see friends back in the theater 

again and to enjoy live theatre. I felt completely 

safe. The way we get in and out of the theater is 

well-orchestrated. The Lied is doing an awesome 

job to make people feel safe.  - Randy Hawthorne

RETURNING TO THE LIED CENTER

FRIENDS OF LIED 
ANNUAL GIFT

FOL raised 

$475,000
in 2019!



SOS CAMPAIGN

FRIENDS OF LIED

VIRTUAL
 
FUNDRAISER

2021
What
The Friends of Lied is excited to introduce our new  
virtual fundraising concept, Support Our Stages.  
This campaign gives Lied supporters the opportunity  
to show their support of the Lied Center by virtually  
“filling the seats” with Paper Patrons.

Why
The Friends of Lied normally hosts an annual spring 
fundraising event to help support the Lied financially 
with their remarkable mission: to educate, inspire and 
entertain the people of Nebraska through the performing 
arts. This year, the Board has been challenged to provide 
this funding while keeping all involved safe during the 
ongoing pandemic. Support Our Stages is a way we can 
all come together virtually to support the Lied Center. 

 
How
Patrons will have the opportunity to purchase and 
customize cutouts that will be placed in the Lied Center 
mainstage seats. More information on ordering details 
will be coming in 2021!

When
The fundraising campaign will run from March 15 -  
April 20, culminating with a finale celebration event in 
May. Exact date and details to be announced soon!

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
If your business is interested in becoming a corporate 
sponsor for this event, please contact aossian2@unl.edu 
for sponsor opportunities!



The arts have long been documented as educational 
motivators for at-risk students, producing positive 

outcomes such as re-engaging student interest in 
learning, decreasing drop out rates, and providing one 
of the only means of communication or expression 
in school curriculum today. Research shows that the 
students most likely to benefit from learning through the 
arts may also have little access to or attend schools 
with less capacity to provide direct, quality learning 
experiences in arts education. One way to address 
these barriers is to provide teachers with professional 
development designed to support arts integration, 
across the curriculum, in their schools and classrooms. 

In 2019 the Lied Center received support to offer  
CREATE, a week-long institute demonstrating arts 
integration approaches that can be incorporated 
into classroom practice by any teacher – whether a 
classroom generalist, arts specialist, or a high school 
content-area teacher. For the first time ever, this class 
was offered for undergraduate/graduate credit! As a 
result of this highly successful initial offering, CREATE 
will again be offered for interested teachers Spring 
Semester 2021. This semester-long, virtual course 
includes:
 
• Sampler Arts Integration sessions led by experts 
providing proven strategies in the arts - dance/move-
ment, media arts, music, theater, visual art - integrated 
with other subjects
• Introductory sessions on arts integration, arts edu-
cation, multicultural education, and current research 
impacting the field
• Features Nebraska Arts Standards and English/ 
Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, Math, and 
Technology Standards.

• Nebraska arts organizations visits - the Lied Center, 
International Quilt Museum, or Center for Great Plains 
Studies
• Opportunities to participate without registering for 
credit, with a reasonable registration fee.  
 
Individual CREATE sessions are led by nationally 
known Kennedy Center Teaching Artists including arts 
integration specialist Deb Brzoska, along with Imani 
Gonzalez (music/the Blues), Glenis Redmond (poetry/
performance), Tammy Meneghini (theater/voice) and 
Amy Córdova y Boone (visual arts/children’s literature). 
These workshops present successful arts integra-
tion strategies that have been proven and tested by 
teachers in schools across the U.S.  

Amy Cordova y Boone is one instructor featured in 
the 2021 CREATE. As an artist, educator, and commu-
nity activist, Amy has over thirty years of classroom 
experience, working with diverse students throughout 
the U.S. Her teaching approach is rooted in a “sense 
of place,“ highlighting one’s connection to self, fami-
ly, community, and the greater world at large. Amy’s 
involvement in children’s book publishing began in 
the 1990s. Examples of her published works include 
The First Tortilla with Rudolfo Anaya (UNM Press) and 
Dream Carver (Chronicle Books) with Diana Cohn.  
 
The Lied is excited to collaborate with UNL’s Depart-
ment of Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education. 
CREATE has also been supported by the Pace Woods 
Foundation, and the Nebraska Arts Council/Nebraska 
Cultural Endowment.  
 

The Lied Center’s MOSAIC series strives to present work that is 
idea-driven, curiosity-fueled, and radically inclusive and the latest 

series project, the MOSAIC Film Festival, featured two films that em-
body those ideals. On November 17 & 18, 2020, the festival took place 
in the Lied Center main hall, streaming across the country to virtual 
audiences. Each evening screened a documentary film co-directed 
by UNL College of Journalism and Mass Communication alum Ingrid 
Holmquist and featured panel conversations with community leaders. 

Chief Standing Bear: A Journey to Statuary Hall was presented on 
November 17 and recounted the true story of Ponca Chief Standing 
Bear and his trailblazing human rights court case in 1879 leading to 
his designation as a Nebraska hero with his statue dedicated and 
installed in Statuary Hall in 2019. The panel conversation featured the 
film’s co-directors, filmmaker Ingrid Holmquist and Nebraska Commis-
sion on Indian Affairs Executive Director Judi gaiashkibos, in addition 
to sculptor Benjamin Victor, Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Chairman Larry 
Wright Jr., and philanthropist Don Miller Campbell. Dr. Patrice McMa-
hon, Director of the UNL Honors Program and Political Science Profes-
sor, moderated the discussion, which addressed the significance of 
Chief Standing Bear, the process of getting the statue into Statuary 
Hall, and the power of representation.

The second evening of the festival on November 18 featured the film  
Guanajuato Norte, co-directed by Ingrid Holmquist and Sana A. Malik. 
This student BAFTA-award winning documentary tells the story of 
migrant farmworker Wenceslao Contreras, who contends with being 
away from his family to help support their dreams and build a new 
life for them in their hometown of Guanajuato, Mexico. The panel 
conversation following the film focused on the challenges faced by 
migrant and immigrant workers in Nebraska and across the United 
States today. Moderated by Dr. James Garza, UNL Professor of Histo-
ry and Ethnic Studies, the panel included the film’s co-director Ingrid 
Holmquist, Nebraska Latino American Commission Executive Director 
Dr. Lazaro Arturo Spindola, Nebraska State Senator Tony Vargas, and 
Nebraska Appleseed Immigrants and Communities Program Staff 
Attorney Schuyler Geery-Zink.

We are so grateful to our panelists and the event sponsors who 
made this festival possible: the UNL Chancellor’s Office, The Nebraska 
Commission on Indian Affairs, and MOSAIC Circle Donors Priscilla C. 
Grew, Dr. Colleen Jones, Rhonda Seacrest, and Art and Chris Zygielbaum.  

above: Guanajuato Norte panelists, from left to 
right: Nebraska Latino American Commission 
Executive Director Dr. Lazaro Arturo Spindola, 
Nebraska State Senator Tony Vargas, UNL 
Professor of History and Ethnic Studies Dr. James 
Garza, the film’s co-director Ingrid Holmquist, 
and Nebraska Appleseed Immigrants and 
Communities Program Staff Attorney Schuyler 
Geery-Zink

above: a scene from Guanajuato Norte 

above: Chief Standing Bear’s statue dedication 
in Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol

Education at the Lied: 
CREATE SPRING INSTITUTE 

>>> Story by Nancy Engen-Wedin. For more information,  
contact Nancy at 402-472-4707 / nengenwedin2@unl.edu

above: 2019 CREATE Institute participants 
demonstrate the drama-based pedagogy  
technique of tableau for their fellow attendees.
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John Cariotto | Dennis & Nancy Carlson | Peg Carlson | Kyle & Koren Cartwright | Rich & LaVonne Catron | Pat Caudill Cole | Carol J. Connor | Terry & Gretchen Corey | 
John & Krista Croghan | Gary & Donna Curtis | D’Amour Family | By & Jan Darrington | Nora D’Croz-Mason | Teri Langan Dee-Flourish Therapy | Judith DeGraff | Dawn 
Dinsdale | Eric & Opal Doerr | Dr. Paul & Marilyn Dongilli | Dean & Kathy Due | Allan & Marilyn Duey | Pat & Candace Dussault | Elaine & David Dyke | Victoria & Marvin 
Ehly | Ron & Kay Erickson | Jennifer Eurek | Meg Ewen | Dr. Sheila M. Exstrom | Doug & Shawn Farrar | Barb & Steve Ferris | Tom & Cynthia Fitchett | Elizabeth Florian | 
Paul & Barbara Forsman | Wayne Foster | Terry & Elizabeth Foxhoven | Mr. & Mrs. Fryda | Sara Fullerton | Don & Diane Giebelhaus | Georgia Glass | Gretchen Goering 
| Eunice Goldgrabe | Sofia Golovey & Vitaly Zlotnik | Ronald S. Gooding MD | Jan & Ann Gradwohl | Tom & Jeanne Graves | Barb & Cary Gray | Marynelle Greene | Jeff 
& Judy Greenwald | Penny Greer | Dennis & Kathy Gregory | Susan L. Griess | Jane Griffin | Karen Griffin | Bob & Diane Grundman | Eric & Sharon Hadenfeldt | Dave & 
Elizabeth Hall | Lisa Hansen | Karen R. Harker | Julie Harre | Jim & Laurie Haszard | Dean & Karen Hawthorne | Kelly & Gina Heath | Gary & Wanda Hein | Jim & Nita  
Hemming | Bruce C. Hendrickson | Troy Hendrix | Neal & Beth Hentzen | Margaret & Charles Hermes | Stephen Hilliard & Jessica Coope | Thomas Hinshaw | Dennis C. 
& Terri Hirschbrunner | Josh & Paula Hoage | Dr. James & Linda Hoke | Stephen & Carol Sue Honey | Ken & SuEllyne Hopkins | Don & Kerry Hopkins | Mort & Jane Hough 
| Millie L. Howe | Cheryl & Ken Hradec | Joseph & JoAnne Hranac | Megan & Thad Huenemann | Doyle & Kay Hulme | Margaret Jacobs | Evelyn Jacobson | Duane & Jan 
Jaecks | Patsy & Dwight Johns | Candi Johnson | Lance & Julie Johnson | Marleen F. Johnson | Rosemary Johnson | Mo & Sally Jost | Dan & Nancy Kaplan | Al & Mary 
Kamrath | Connie C. Karges | Thomas Keefe | Rich & Jeanne Kern | George & Sherril Kilpatrick | Erin & Scott Kitt | Robin Klipper-Fischbein | Pamela Koch | Karl & Daylene 
Kollmorgen | Bernadette Korslund | Sharon Kovar | William B. Kramer | Jason & Kili Krauter | Roger & Bonnie Kruse | Alex & Susan Kufeldt | David Lamb | Kay Lamphear 
| Bob Lannin | Grace Larson | Mr. Laddie Lastoka  | Lorraine R. Lau | Craig Lawson & Pippa White | Glen & Ellen Lefler | Rich & Ann Lemmerman | Brian & Jenina Lepard | 
Peter & Deborah Levitov | Sherrie Lied | Donna Lightbody | Ed & Cheryl Lockwood | Ken & Carla Loemker | Joan Barber Maguire | Christine Mann | Pete & Linda 
Maslowski | Stephen Mason | James & Jennel Mayfield | Jeff & Denise McAfee | Chuck & Peggy McCann | Melissa McCoy & Paul Muff | Ross & Lynn McCown | Doug 
& Mickey McDaniel | Vickie McDonald & Larry Harnisch | Patsy & Steve Meyer | Kathy Miller | Cindy & Chad Mohr | Dr. Michael Montgomery | David & Ann Myers | 
Stephen & Karla Nagengast | Jim & Patty Neid | Catherine A. Nelson | Darrell & Nan Nelson | Judy Nissen | Bob & LeAnne Nordquist | Katie & Cy North | Bonnie & Duane 
Obermier | Tonia O’Hare | James & Patricia Ohmberger | Loy & Julie Olson | Doug & Jody Osler | Rob & Carolyn Otte | Mr. Tom Pappas & Dr. Laurel Van Ham | Bryan & 
Laura Parks | Kevin & Lisa Paul | Mary Pedersen | David & Judy Pederson | Harvey & Susan Perlman | Kent & Sylvia Person | Jerry & Mary Ann Petr | Dr. & Mrs. James 
Pillen | Cheryl Piontek | Kara & Troy Plumb | Dave Pool & Sarah Boehle Pool | Aimee Poor | Shana Porter | James Potter & Debra Miller | Vicki Powell | Mary Kathleen 
Quinn | Debra Rademacker & Jim Ellingson | Terry L. Ralph | Bruce & Ann Rauscher | Linda & Alan Rea | Ken & Peggy Rezac | Charles & Laureen Riedesel | Jenna Ripke 
| Kim Robak & Bill Mueller | Ron & Judy Roberts | Kay & Lee Rockwell | Bill & JoAnn Roehrs | Michelle & Chris Roemig | Jane Rohman | Bill & Judy Roper | Bruce & Mary 
Rowe | Molly Dee Rundle | Jill H Sand | Lisa Ann & Andrew Schafers | Cathy Schapmann | Barb & John Scharf | Fred & Kristi Scheele  | Thomas & Kristi Schleif | Patricia 
Schmitz | Ginny Schnabel | Kenneth & Jeanetta Schneider | Karen Schroer | Nikki Scott | William & Karin Scully | Tom & Cindy Seidl | Cathy Seybold | Rebecca A. Shafer 
| Daniel & Emily Cameron Shattil | Patrick Shea & Elizabeth Walter-Shea | Donna Shear | James & Nanci Sherwood | Jane Shield | Norman & Corine Simon | Todd & 
Mary Sneller | Robert & Susan Sondag | Sandy Sostad | Mark & Sheri St. Clair | Burnell & Debi Steinmeyer | George & Glenda Steinsberger | David & Tani Stempson | 
Bill Stephan | Dick & Rolene Stillahn | Rita Strange | Walt Stroup & Ellen Paparozzi | Lavon & Peggy Sumption | Raymond M. Swanson | Linda Taborek | Rick & Heidi Tast 
| John Tauriella | Sam & Marge Thomas | Irene Thomassen | JJ Thomsen & Katrina Fahlin | Tom Towater | Harriet Turner | Michael & Virginia Unverferth | Frank & Pat 
Urzedowski | Jennifer & Paul Valenta | Suman & Michelle Vallabhbhai | Mary Lou Van Dyke | Dick & Eileen Vautravers | Rick Vest | Jessica Vetter & Brian Piontek | Jean 
& Jack Vincent | Travis A. Wagner & Kathy Korinek | John F. Wanek | Deb Watchorn | Jeri Weaver | Susan J. Weber | Celeste Wells | Jerry & Robin Westhoff | Jay Wexler 
| Evan & Nancy Wieseman | Judith M. Wieser | C. Robert & Patricia E. Wikel | Don & Cindy Williams | Vernon Williams | Marilyn Winkelbauer | Lyle Woerth | Judith Wolfe | 
Doyle & Dottie Wolverton | Larry & Sue Wood | Barbara J. Woodhead | Russel & Judy Workman | William Terry Workman | Kevin & Paige Wycoff | Margo Young | Shalla 
Young | Close Friend | Vena Beth Alesio | Mike Atkins & Connie Herndon | Jae Bertrand | Larry & Janet Bock | Rebecca Boesen | Joan Bohling | Brenda Brehm | Randy 
& Kathy Brolhorst | Dr. & Mrs. Michael Budler | Dave & Judy Butler | Cindy Cammack & David Reifschneider | Liz Ring Carlson & Justin Carlson | Kay & Lloyd Castner | 
Emily Chen | Jack & Shirley Cole | Foster Collins | Annie & Eric Crimmins | Tyler Cronin | Joyce Davidson | Nola Detweiler | Nancy Diekmann | Richard & Karen Dienstbier 
| Jerry & Julie Druery | Charity Ebert | Nick & Megan Eliason | Carmen Emery | Daryl & Deb Erickson | Eric & Laura Erickson | Katie Garcia & Chris Balwanz | Suzanne T. 
Graham | Ben & Andrea Groelz | Dave & Elizabeth Hall | Robert Haller & Marcella Shortt | Beth & Brad Hartman | Gary & Judy Heaston | Jeff Hedberg | Jake Heidelk | 
Eric & Linda Hemmingsen | Dr. & Mrs. Roger M. Hoy | Carol & Wendell Hutsell | Cheryl Johnson | Terry & Sue Johnson | Michele Johnson-Clouse | Laura Keller | Bobbie 
Kierstead | Melissa Kingery | Robin & Ann Koozer | Gerry & Terri Krolikowski | Dale & Nancy Kruse | Marilyn L. Lammers | Jan Leeper | Howard & Donna Lefler | Les  
Lieneman | Chandra Ljunggren | Richard & Joan Longacre | Joyce Lundstrom | Bob & Joy Maag | Roger & Wanda Mandigo | Jane Martin-Hoffman & Charlie Hoffman 
| Rachel McConnell | Rick & Kathy McLaughlin | Lois McMullen | Kari Morgan | Maxine & Francis Moul | J. Scott & Teri Nelson | Nate D. OKeefe | Raelene Petersen | Mike 
& Jennifer Peterson | Wes & Andi Peterson | Mike & Wendy Petty | Patrick & Monica Pribil | George Prince | John & Claudia Reinhardt | Louis J. Reith | Larry & Margaret 
Remmers | Kathy & Wayne Richter | Kelly Ross | Linda Sackschewsky | Mairead Safranek | Alex Cerveny Sandall & Riley Sandall | Diana Sanderson | Randy & Rhonda 
Schlick | Marian Schmid | Marilynn Schnepf | Rodney & Cindy Schwartz | Dave & Sue Shamblin | Debby Shroll | Dana Sloan | Robert & Christine Steinke | Andy &  
Kristin Sullivan | Mary Ann Sullivan | Carmen-Helena Tellez | Jane R. Thompson | Christine Timm | Marsha Turbett | Jamie Ulmer | Mary & Jerry Vaughan | Wayne & 
Mickey Walkenhorst | Kristin Y. Walstad | Liz & Val Wedeking | David Wedin & Nancy Engen-Wedin | John & Carol Wells | Ryan & Rebecca Wells | Philip & Colleen  
Werner | Don Wesely & Michele Casanova | Nancy E. Whitman | Roger Wiegand | Denise Wiemer | Tom & Jennifer Wood | Jonathan Wright | Victor J. Young | Mike & 
Mary Zgud | Dr. & Mrs. Lee Zlomke | Colleen Zuroski | Friends of Lied membership as of September 2020


