
 

 

Rhodosphaera rhodanthema – Tulip Satinash / Yellow Cedar 
 
 

This is a fast growing evergreen Australian native tree reaching 15 – 20m in height in 
its native habitat but usually 10 – 12m in cultivation, having a columnar habit, a 
cylindrical trunk that is sometimes slightly buttressed, brown to grey scaly bark and 
deep green foliage that is glossy on top and dull beneath. 
 
Beautiful sprays of pinkish red panicles 10 – 20cm long in Spring, these are then 
followed by round, shiny, chocolate brown fruits hanging in clusters that persist on 
the tree for many months. 
 
The timber is yellowish with a silky lustre, streaked in bronze to dark yellow tones 
and when cut exudes a thick creamy white gum that has a cane aroma. 
 
Naturally occurs in northern NSW to southern QLD in dry rainforest and subtropical 
rainforest. 
 
Grows best in full sun to part shade in sandy, loamy and acidic soils, it is frost 
tolerant as well as drought tolerant but is well known for its environmental 
adaptability and is an excellent choice in tough conditions.   
 
 
Propagation 
 
Pre-treatment is required for Rhodosphaera rhodanthema due to the hard seed 
coat, there are a few methods, please choose which suits your requirements below. 
 
Soak in cold water for 48 hours prior to sowing to soften the seedcoat. 
 
Wet blend for up to 60 seconds to scarify – only do this if you are confident with this 
method otherwise you will break the seed up. 
 
Nick or slice the seedcoat prior to sowing. 
 
Use a good quality seed raising mix with added perlite planting seed as it is deep and 
covering lightly.  Keep moist but not wet. 
Germination can be slow taking from 2 weeks to 3 months to sprout. 
 


