
WHITE
WIPABLE NON-WIPABLE

Differential Diagnosis of:
COLOR CHANGES 

RED
NON-VASCULAR VASCULAR

HAIRY TONGUE/coated tongue

PSEUDOMEMBRANOUS CANDIDIASIS

MORSICATIO

CHEMICAL BURN

COTTON ROLL STOMATITIS

TOOTHPASTE/MOUTHWASH 
REACTION

LINEA ALBA

LEUKOEDEMA

RETICULAR LICHEN PLANUS

WHITE SPONGE NEVUS

TRAUMATIC ERYTHEMA— feature of inflam.& local irritation

ORAL CANDIDIASIS
Denture Stomatitis
Central Papillary Atrophy
Acute Atrophic Candidiasis
Angular Cheilitis
Chronic Multifocal

THERMAL BURNS

ERYTHOPLAKIA

BILATERAL/
SYMMETRICAL

SOLITARY/
MULTIPLE

LEUKOPLAKIA

TOBACCO POUCH

ACTINIC CHELIOSIS

HAIRY LEUKOPLAKIA

HYPERPLASTIC CANDIDIASIS

HEMANGIOMA/vasc. malf.

Syndromes with vasc. 
Malformations eg Sturge weber, 
HHT, CREST,etc.

DIASCOPY (+)
Blanch Under Pressure

Blood Contained Within Blood Vessel

DIASCOPY (‐)
DO NOT Blanch Under Pressure

Blood  NOT Contained Within Blood 
Vessel

SUBMUCOSAL HEMORRHAGE  (Petechiae, 
Echymosis, Hematomas)

Kaposi’s Sarcoma (dark red/brown/burgundy 
color)



YELLOW

BROWN-BLACK
DIFFUSE ISOLATED

Differential Diagnosis of:
COLOR CHANGES AND PAPILLARY GROWTHS

OTHERS

RACIAL/PHYSIOLOGICAL PIGMENTATION

SMOKER’S MELANOSIS

DRUG‐RELATED DISCOLORATION

SYNDROMES
Peutz‐Jeghers
Addison’s Disease

MELANOTIC MACULE

NON‐AMALGAM TATTOO
e.g. graphite

INTRAORAL NEVUS (MOLE)

ORAL MELANOMA

FORDYCE GRANULES  
(Ectopic Sebaceous Glands)

JAUNDICE

AMYLOID

BLUE-PURPLE
VARICOSITIES

AMALGAM TATTOO 
(gray/black/blue)

BLUE NEVUS

Created by  Prashant Kaushik

PAPILLARY GROWTHS
HPV RELATED LESIONS

Squamous Papilloma
Verrucous Vulgaris
Condyloma
Heck’s disease

INFLAM. PAPILLARY HYPERPLASIA

VERRUCOUS CARCINOMA  
(Smokeless‐Tobacco)

RED-WHITE (non-ulcerated)

ERYTHEMA MIGRANS/
GEOGRAPHIC TONGUE

NICTOINE STOMATITIS

ERYTHROLEUKOPLAKIA

CINNAMON REACTION

CANDIDIASIS


