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Abstract

As part of a taxonomic revision of the genus Massonia, a new species, M. saniensis is here described from Lesotho (southern 
Africa). This species is at first sight similar to both M. wittebergensis and M. jasminiflora, but it differs in vegetative, floral, 
and molecular characters as well as by its distribution. A complete morphological description of the new species and data on 
biology, habitat, and distribution are presented.
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Introduction

Hyacinthaceae sensu APG (2003) comprises ca. 1000 species of bulbous plants distributed through Africa and Europe 
extending to Asia, with only Oziroë Rafinesque (1837: 53) occurring in South America (Speta 1998a, b, APG 2003). 
Within this family, four monophyletic clades were accepted as the subfamilies Hyacinthoideae, Ornithogaloideae, 
Oziroëoideae and Urgineoideae (Speta 1998b, Pfosser & Speta 1999, Manning et al. 2004, Martínez-Azorín et al. 
2011). Alternatively, Hyacinthaceae is treated as part of Asparagaceae subfamily Scilloideae, and consequently the 
former subfamilies are reduced to the tribes Hyacintheae, Ornithogaleae, Oziroëeae and Urgineeae (APG 2009, Chase 
et al. 2009). We favour using Hyacinthaceae at the family rank, based on morphological and evolutionary grounds.
	T hree tribes—Massonieae, Pseudoprospereae and Hyacintheae—are accepted in subfamily Hyacinthoideae. 
Massonieae and Pseudoprospereae are distributed throughout sub-Saharan Africa, the Arabian Peninsula to India, while 
Hyacintheae occur in Eurasia and northern Africa (Speta 1998a, b, Wetschnig et al. 2002, Pfosser et al. 2003, Manning 
et al. 2004). The generic circumscription within the tribe Massonieae has shown important changes in the last decades. 
Two new genera—Namophila Müller-Doblies & Müller-Doblies (1997: 77) and Spetaea Wetschnig & Pfosser (2003: 
87)—were recently described and some other genera were lumped into broader generic concepts, e.g. Brachyscypha 
Baker (1870: 393), Polyxena Kunth (1843: 294), and Periboea Kunth (1843: 292) into Lachenalia J.Jacquin ex Murray 
(1784: 314) (Manning et al. 2004); Drimiopsis Lindley & Paxton (1851–1852: 73) and Resnova Van der Merwe (1946: 
46) into Ledebouria Roth (1821: 194) (Manning et al. 2004); Androsiphon Schlechter (1924: 147), Amphisiphon 
Barker (1936: 19) and Neobakeria Schlechter (1924: 149) into Daubenya Lindley (1835: t. 1813) (Manning & Van 
der Merwe 2002); and Whiteheadia Harvey (1868: 396) into Massonia Houttuyn (1780: 424) (Manning et al. 2004, 
2011). The latter steps, leading to very broadly-conceived taxonomic units, were mainly based on preliminary and 
incomplete phylogenetic studies. Therefore it appears necessary to evaluate those proposals on the basis of more 
detailed phylogenies covering most of the species involved in each genus combined with a profound analysis of the 
morphological characters involved in those groups. Nevertheless, the taxonomy and systematics in the subfamily is far 
from being well understood, and the taxonomy within the Massonieae still remains poorly resolved.
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FIGURE 10. Known distribution of Massonia saniensis Wetschnig, Mart.-Azorín & M.Pinter (red circles), Massonia wittebergensis 
U.Müll.-Doblies & D.Müll.-Doblies (yellow triangles) and selected localities of Massonia jasminiflora Burch. ex Baker (blue squares). 
Type localities are indicated by symbols with white centres.
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