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Abstract

Capsule and seed morphology of 26 species of Murdannia in India are studied using light microscopy and seeds of 23 species 
by scanning electron microscopy. The capsules show differences in size, shape and in the number and arrangement of seeds 
in the locules. The seeds also display considerable variation in size, shape, ornamentation, shape of hilum and position of 
embryotega. The present study provides useful characters for the delimitation of Indian species of Murdannia.
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Introduction

Murdannia Royle with ca. 50 species has greatest diversity in tropical Asia (Faden 2000). It has largest number of 
species in India than in any other country in the world. It is represented by 26 species in India (Ancy, 2014), of which 
8 (31%) are endemic to this region. Karthikeyan et al. (1989) recorded 23 species for India.  Since then, 7 more 
names appeared in the Indian context, viz., M. fadeniana Nampy and Joby (2003: 79) which originally replaces M. 
glauca in India, M. striatipetala Faden (2001: 26) also occurring in South India, M. satheeshiana Joby et al. (2011: 
41), M. brownii Nandikar & Gurav (2011: 227), M. sahyadrica Ancy & Nampy (2012: 79), M. assamica Nampy & 
Ancy (2012: 441) and M. saddlepeakensis M.V. Ramana et al. (2013: 9). M. satheeshiana Joby et al. (2011: 41) and 
M. brownii Nandikar & Gurav (2011: 227) are conspecific to M. versicolor (Dalzell) G. Brückner (1930: 173) and 
M. saddlepeakensis M.V. Ramana et al. (2013: 9) is conspecific to M. gigantea (Vahl) G. Brückner (1930: 173). The 
significance of capsules and seeds in relation to taxonomy has not been discussed so far within the genus Murdannia. 
The objective of the present study is to investigate the morphological variation in the capsules and seeds of Murdannia 
species in India, to assess its taxonomic value, and to contribute to a better understanding of the capsule and seed 
morphology of this genus.  

Materials and Methods

The present study was based on consulting specimens in various herbaria and by studying live specimens collected 
from different parts of India during the past several years. Capsules and seeds from 10–50 specimens were studied for 
every species (only representative specimens were cited under specimens examined). Fully developed, uncontaminated 
seed samples were used for the analysis.
 Capsules were separated carefully and examined under stereo zoom microscope. The shape and size of capsules 
and the number and arrangement of seeds inside each locule were observed carefully. Seeds were taken out, mounted 
on clean glass slides and observed under Leica MZ 7.5 stereo zoom microscope. Surface characters and ornamentations 
including position of embryotega and shape of hilum were noted. Scanning electron microscope (SEM) analyses of 23 
species were done. For SEM, seed samples were directly mounted on aluminium stubs using double sided adhesive 
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TABle �. Murdannia species and the characters of seeds
Species Seed shape Seed size (mm) Hilum embryotega
M. assamica
M. blumei

elliptic
rectangular to polygonal

2.22 × 1.8–2 
0.5 × 0. 5

linear
rounded

dorsal
dorsal

M. crocea subsp.
ochracea

ovate to polygonal 0.8 × 0. 75 elliptic to ovate dorsal to semidorsal

M. dimorpha ovate to rectangular 0.5–0.6 × 1–1.1 linear semidorsal

M. divergens ovate to rectangular 1–1.3 ×1–1.2 dotted semidorsal

M. edulis ovate to rectangular 2.6–3 × 1.9–2 oblong to elliptic dorsal
M. esculenta ovate to rectangular 1–1.5 × 1–1.2 elliptic to linear semidorsal

M. fadeniana triangular to polygonal 1.2–1.5 × 0.3–0.5 rounded to elliptic dorsal
M. gigantea ovate to elliptic 3–4 × 2.5–3 linear dorsal
M. hookeri ovate to rectangular 1.5–2 × 1–1.2 linear semidorsal
M. japonica ovate to triangular 1.8–2.2×1.8–2 rounded dorsal in a pit
M. juncoides ovate to rectangular 0.5–0.55 × 0.6 elliptic dorsal
M. lanceolata ovate to polygonal 0.5–0.8 dotted to elliptic dorsal in a pit
M. lanuginosa rectangular–ovate 0.3–1 × 0.8 rounded dorsal
M. loriformis ovate to elliptic 2–2.1 × 1–1.2 linear tooblong semidorsal
M. nudiflora ovate to oblong 1–1.2 × 1–1.1 elliptic semidorsal
M. pauciflora oblong to rectangular 1–1.2 × 0.7–0.9 elliptic semidorsal
M. sahyadrica
M. semiteres

rounded to elliptic
ovate to rectangular

0.6–1 × 0.5–0.8
0.5–0.6

dotted to elliptic
dotted

dorsal
dorsal

M. simplex ovate to elliptic 2–2.5 × 1–1.7 linear tooblong semidorsal
M. spirata ovate to rectangular  0.75–1.1 × 0.6–1 elliptic semidorsal

M. striatipetala ovate to rectangular 0.35–1.1 × 0.6–0.9 elliptic semidorsal
M. triquetra oblong to  rectangular 1.5–2 × 1–1.1 linear semidorsal
M. vaginata broadly elliptic, 

dorsiventrally 
compressed

1.752–2.4 × 1.3–1.8 linear dorsal

M. versicolor ovate to elliptic 0.8–1.2 × 0.9–1 ovate to dotted semidorsal
M. zeylanica ovate to rectangular 0.6–1× 0.9–1 elliptic to linear semidorsal

Acknowledgements

The authors are thankful to Kerala State Council for Science Technology & Environment, Thiruvananthapuram 
(Council Order No. (T) 048/SRS/2011/CSTE dated 21/05/2011) for financial support; Department of Nanotechnology, 
National Institute of Technology, Kozhikode for the SEM analysis; the Curators of Botanical Survey of India, Pune 
(BSI), Madras herbarium (MH), Leiden herbarium (L), Netherlands, BSI Shillong (ASSAM) for permitting to study 
the herbarium specimens; Heads, Department of Botany and Principals, S.B. College, Changanacherry and St. Joseph’s 
College Devagiri, Kozhikode for providing facilities.  

References 

Ancy, A.A. (2014) Taxonomic revision of the genus Murdannia Royle (Commelinaceae) in India. Ph.D. thesis (Calicut University, 
unpublished).

Ancy, A.A. & Nampy, S. (2012) Murdannia assamica, a new species of Commelinaceae from India. Edinburgh Journal of Botany 69: 
441–445.

 http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/s0960428612000236
Brenan, J.P.M. (1952) Notes on African Commelinaceae. Kew Bulletin 7: 179–208.
 http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/4109261



ANCY & NAMPY��   •   Phytotaxa 178 (1) © 2014 Magnolia Press

Brenan, J.P.M. (1962) Murdannia axillaris. Hooker’s Icon Plantarum 36: t. 3578.
Brűckner, G. (1930) Commelinaceae. In: Engler, A. (Ed.) Dienaturlichen Pflanzenfamilien, second edition. Leipzig, Wihlem Engelmann, 

pp. 159–181.
Faden, R.B. (1977) Aneilema ochraceum & A. croceum (Commelinaceae). Kew Bulletin 32: 188.
 http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/4117265
Faden, R.B. (1980) The taxonomy and nomenclature of some Asiatic species of Murdannia (Commelinaceae): the identity of Commelina 

medica Lour. and Commelina tuberosa Lour. Taxon 29(1): 71–83.
 http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/1219600
Faden, R.B. (1991) The Morphology and Taxonomy of Aneilema r. Brown (Commelinaceae). Smithsonian Contributions to Botany, 

Smithsonian Institution press, Washington, D.C, No. 76.
 http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/si.0081024x.76
Faden, R.B. (1998) Commelinaceae. In: Kubitzki, K. (Ed.) The families and genera of vascular plants. Springer-Verlag, Berlin, pp. 

109–128.
Faden, R.B. (2000) Floral biology of Commelinaceae. In: Wilson, K.L. & Morrison, D.A. (Eds.) Monocots Systematics and Evolution. 

CSIRO, Melbourne, pp. 309–317.
Faden, R.B. (2001) New taxa of Murdannia (Commelinaceae) from Sri Lanka. Novon 11: 26.
 http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/3393201
Joby, P., Nisha, P., Rameshan, M., Toms Augustine, Rogimon, P.T. & Shankaran Unni, K. (2011) Murdannia satheeshiana––a new species 

of Commelinaceae from Western Ghats, India. Phytotaxa 22: 41–46.
Kammathy, R.V. & Rao, R.S. (1964) Notes on Indian Commelinaceae 4 : Cytotaxonomic observations. Bulletin Botanical Survey of India 

6: 1–6.
Kammathy, R.V. (1983) A new combination in Murdannia Royle (Commelinaceae). Bulletin Botanical Survey of India 24: 206. 
Karthikeyan, S., Jain, K., Nayar, M.P. & Sanjappa, M. (1989) Florae Indicae Enumeratio Monocotyledonae. Flora of India, Series 4. 

Botanical Survey of India, Calcutta, pp. 27–30.
Rao, R.S. & Kammathy, R.V. (1961) Notes on Indian Commelinaceae V. Bulletin Botanical Survey of India 3: 161–163. 
Rao, R.S. & Kammathy, R.V. (1962) Notes on Indian Commelinaceae. Journal Bombay Natural Historical Society 59: 58–70.
Nampy, S. & Joby, P. (2003) Murdannia fadeniana Nampy & Joby (Commelinaceae), a new species from India. Candollea 58: 79–82.
Nampy, S., Ancy, A.A. & Manudev, K.M. (2012) Murdannia sahyadrica, a new species of Commelinaceae from the Northwestern Ghats, 

India. Willdenowia 42: 79–83.
 http://dx.doi.org/10.3372/wi42.42109
Nandikar, M. & Gurav, R.V. (2011) A new species of Murdannia Royle (Commelinaceae) from NorthernWestern Ghats of India. Taiwania 

56: 227–230.
Ramana V., Nandikar, M., Gurav, R., Tagore, K.J. & Sanjappa, M. (2013) Murdannia saddlepeakensis (Commelinaceae) – a new species 

from Andaman and Nicobar islands, India. Phytokeys 20: 9–15.
 http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/phytokeys.20.3611
Santapau, H. (1951) A contribution to the flora of Sinhagadh hill, Poona district. Poona Agricultural College Magazine 41: 15.




