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Abstract

Homalopetalum joinvillense (Orchidaceae) is a new species found in Joinville (Brazil). This species presents morphological 
similarity with Homalopetalum alticolum, but it differs from that and another species of this genus by a combination of an 
oblong-obovate lip with a slightly denticulate lip margin, a callus divided in two parts, globose in the internal part and coni-
cal in the external part, and an erose clinandrium. This article presents the complete description and the illustration of the 
new species, as well as an identification key for the genus. 

Resumo

Homalopetalum joinvillense (Orchidaceae) é uma nova espécie encontrada em Joinville (Brasil). Esta espécie apresenta 
semelhanças morfológicas com Homalopetalum alticolum, porém se diferencia desta e demais espécies do gênero pela 
combinação de um labelo oblongo-obovado com a margem do labelo levemente denteada, um calo dividido em duas partes, 
globoso internamente e cônico externamente e um clinândrio eroso. No presente artigo é apresentada a descrição completa 
e a ilustração da espécie nova, assim como chave de identificação do gênero.
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Introduction

The genus Homalopetalum Rolfe (1896: pl. 2461) includes seven small species of subtribe Laeliinae. This genus is 
distributed in Mexico, Central America, the tropical Andes, Venezuela, Brazil, Cuba, Hispaniola and Jamaica (Soto 
Arenas 2005). Homalopetalum has been included in the “Domingoa alliance”, more specifically as a sister group of 
Domingoa Schlechter (1913: 496) and Nageliella Williams (1940: 144) actually included in Domingoa (van den Berg 
et al. 2000, 2009).

The validity of this genus has been discussed since Dressler (1960) noted that Pinelia Lindley (1853: 1) was 
closely related to Homalopetalum, suggesting the fusion of these genera. The Homalopetalum species should be trans-
ferred to Pinelia by the priority of the name, but Dressler, in the same study, cited a homonomy with Pinellia Tenore 
(1839: 69, Araceae). Rauschert (1983) transferred the Pinelia species to a new genus, Pinelianthe (Rauschert 1983: 
465), separate from Homalopetalum. More recently, Soto Arenas et al. (2007) included the three species of Pinelianthe 
in Homalopetalum.

During studies of vascular epiphytes in Joinville, a new species of Homalopetalum was collected and is described 
and illustrated in the present study.
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-  Lip apex acute, column foot with basal auricles  .............................................................................................................................. 5
5  Sepals and petals with width:length ratio of 1:6, lip elliptic, callus divided into two parts  ................................................................ 
  ............................................................................................................... H. pumilio (Reichenbach 1844: 402) Schlechter (1923: 48)
-  Sepals and petals with width:length ratio of 1:2.5), lip oblong, callus entire  .....................................................................................
  ............................................................................................................  H. pachyphyllum (Williams 1946: 244) Dressler (1964: 246)
6  Callus in V shape, monomorphic  ...............................................................................................................................  H. hypoleptum
-  Callus rectilinear, globose in the internal part and conical in the external part ................................................................................ 7
7  Flower white-pink, lip sub-orbicular, 5-nerved, clinandrium entire  .............................................................................. H. alticolum
-  Flower green, lip oblong-obovate, 3-nerved, clinandrium erose  ................................................................................  H. joinvillense
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