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Abstract

We describe two new species of Atractus from Colombia: one from the Serrania de la Lindosa, south of San José de Gua-

viare in the province Guaviare, and another from Punta de Betin in the province Magdalena, close to the Caribbean coast. 

The first new species differs from all congeners by having a combination of 17 smooth dorsal scale rows; loreal present, 

approximately as long as high; temporals 1+2; seven supralabials; seven infralabials; five maxillary teeth; four gular scale 

rows; four pre-ventrals; 187 ventrals in single male; 29/31 subcaudals in single male; dorsum of body with longitudinal 

stripes; venter uniformly dark gray. The second new species differs from all congeners by having a combination of 17 

smooth dorsal scale rows; loreal absent; temporals 1+2; seven supralabials; six or seven infralabials; eight maxillary teeth; 

three gular scale rows; three pre-ventrals; 146 ventrals in single male; 31/32 subcaudals in single male; dorsum of body 

and tail reddish brown with paired, occasionally slightly alternating lateral vertical cream blotches, approximately one 

dorsal scale broad, not contacting in vertebral region; venter cream with reddish brown blotches, forming two parallel se-

ries on anterior body and a checkered pattern on the rest of body.
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Introduction

The dipsadine genus Atractus Wagler 1828 constitutes the most diverse snake genus in the world with over 140 
currently recognized species (Passos et al. 2013a). Although the genus is widely distributed, ranging from Panama 
to northeastern Argentina (Giraudo & Scrocchi 2000; Myers 2003), most of the species are endemic to small 
geographical ranges (Myers 2003; Passos et al. 2010; Prudente & Passos 2008; Passos et al. 2013c; Silva et al. 
2005). The species of this genus inhabit different types of tropical forests, either primary or secondary, and there 
are even records of species in banana plantations or urban areas (Esqueda & La Marca 2005; Passos et al. 2007b). 
Snakes of the genus Atractus inhabit almost all South American biomes such as coastal lowland rain forest, 
premontane forest, gallery forest, cloud forest, cerrado savanna, riparian forest, and Amazonian lowland forest 
(Hoogmoed 1980; Martins & Oliveira 1998; Silva et al. 2005; Esqueda & La Marca 2005; Zaher et al. 2005; 
Passos et al. 2010). The altitudinal distribution of the species in this genus ranges from sea level up to 4,500 m 
above sea level (asl) (Passos et al. 2013a), while the highest diversity of Atractus species is found in the Colombian 
Andes (Passos et al. 2009b,d). The small to moderate-sized snakes of the genus show a rather secretive, 
semifossorial life style, being responsible for the relative scarcity of many Atractus species in collections (Schargel 
& García-Pérez 2002; Myers 2003; Myers & Donnelly 2008; Prudente & Passos 2010). Only a few species are 
known to exceed the length of one meter, with Atractus gigas Myers & Schargel 2006 and A. touzeti Schargel, 
Lamar, Passos, Valencia, Cisneros-Heredia, & Campbell 2013 being probably the largest species in the genus.

Several species of Atractus have been described based on a single specimen or small series. Recent field work 
and revisions of museum holdings has yielded additional specimens of some of these species. Examples are A. 

dunni Savage 1955 (Cisneros-Heredia 2005), A. modestus Boulenger 1894 (Passos et al. 2007a), A. wagleri Prado 
1945 (Passos & Arredondo 2009), A. bocki (Passos et al. 2009a), A. gigas Myers & Schargel 2006 (Passos et al.
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type locality (Passos et al. 2009c). Hopefully, future field work may produce additional samples of both species 
that will help to shed light on their phylogenetic relationships. 
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APPENDIX. Specimens examined.

Atractus badius.—Surinam: Paramaribo: SMF 19353; Bolivia: Sorata: SMF 19350; Peru: Upper Ucayali: SMF 19352.

Atractus boucourti.—Peru: Huanuco: Huancapallac: SMF 80019−22, SMF 80024−25.

Atractus clarki.—Panama: Darien: from a mine at Santa Cruz de Cana: MCZ 28800 (holotype).

Atractus crassicaudatus.—Colombia: Bogota: RMNH 105.

Atractus duboisi.—Ecuador: SMF 19361−62.

Atractus ecuadorensis.—Ecuador: Tungurahua: Llanganates Range: FMNH 23529 (holotype).

Atractus emmeli.—Bolivia: Mapiri, tributary of the upper Beni river: SMF 19364 (holotype), SMF 19366; Sorata: SMF 19365.

Atractus erythromelas.Venezuela: Merida: SMF 32274−75.

Atractus imperfectus.—Panama: Panamá: Piedras− Pacora Ridge: MCZ 50213 (holotype).

Atractus latifrons.—Colombia: Rio Pacoa: SMF 68127; Peru: Iquitos: upper Amazonas: SMF 19348.

Atractus lehmanni.—Ecuador: Cuenca: MCZ 33513 (paralectotype); Cuenca: Azanay: SMF 19355 (lectotype), 19356−58 

(paralectotypes).

Atractus loveridgei.—Colombia: Antioquia: Jericó: MCZ 29059 (holotype).

Atractus major.—Ecuador: Pastaza: Arutam field station: SMF 90987.

Atractus matthewi.—Venezuela: Sucre: FMNH 17832 (paratype).

Atractus nicefori.—Colombia: Antioquia: Jericó: MCZ 29058 (holotype).

Atractus nigricaudus.—Peru: Junin: Huachon, east of Cerro de Pasco: MCZ 45909.

Atractus obesus.—Colombia: FMNH 69661 (holotype).

Atractus obtusirostris.—Colombia: Tolima: "Canon del Tolima" (original locality in error; Combeima River; west Ibague): 

MCZ 22347 (holotype).

Atractus pauciscutatus.—Peru: Junin: Carpapata, in the upper Chanchamayo valley, northeast of Tarma: FMNH 36725 

(holotype).

Atractus reticulatus.—Brazil: SMF 19363, SMF 32277−32283; Nova Teutonia: St. Catarina: SMF 32276; Argentina: 

Misiones: Colonia Liebig: SMF 91230.

Atractus sanctaemartae.—Colombia: FMNH 109862; San Sebastian de Rábago: MCZ 6525, MCZ 6531−33 (paratypes).

Atractus snethlageae.—Brazil: Amazonas: Presidente Figueiredo, Río Pitinga: RMNH 26020−21.

Atractus steyermarki—Venezuela: FMNH 69920 (holotype).

Atractus torquatus.—Surinam: RMNH 114−15; SMF 19354.

Atractus trilineatus.—Trinidad: SMF 19367, SMF 19369−71; Surinam: SMF 19368.

Atractus ventrimaculatus.—Venezuela: SMF 33284.
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