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Abstract

This catalog includes 1,487 names recent genera, subgenera, species, subspecies, varieties, and forms that have been re-

ferred to the families Epitoniidae and Nystiellidae as well as a bibliography of the descriptive and systematic literature 

associated with these names. For the names covered herein, we make a determination of whether the name is an available 

name, as that term is defined in the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (“ICZN”) and, based on a review of 

the literature listed in the bibliography, indicate whether the taxon is a potentially valid name or a probable synonym. This 

catalog includes not only includes a list of names, but also includes information on type material, type localities and spe-

cies’ geographic, bathymetric and size ranges. We also suggest generic assignments for many of the species level taxa 

listed in this work. We herein designate Scalaria acuta J. Sowerby, 1812, to be the type species of Clathrus Agassiz, 1837, 

designate Scalaria raricostata G.B. Sowerby II, 1844b, to be the type species of Variciscala de Boury, 1909a, designate 

Turbiniscala sexcosta Jousseaume, 1912, to be the type species of Turbiniscala de Boury, 1909a, and designate Scala du-

bia ‘G. B. Sowerby II’ de Boury, 1912b to be the type species of Foliaceiscala de Boury, 1912b.

Key words: Systematics, taxonomy, Ptenoglossa, wentletraps

Introduction

The Epitoniidae is a family of heterogastropods with a worldwide distribution with species found from the 
intertidal zone to abyssal depths (Weil et al. 1999). The Nystiellidae is a related group of deep water species, 
elevated from a subfamily of the Epitoniidae to the family level by Nützel (1998). More than 1,480 recent genera, 
subgenera, species, subspecies, varieties and forms have been referred to these two families. A principal purpose of 
this work is to summarize the widely scattered literature in which the names of these recent taxa were introduced.

This catalog includes the recent taxa currently assigned to the Epitoniidae Berry, 1910 (1812), and Nystiellidae 
Clench & Turner, 1952, regardless of their original generic placement as well as the recent species that were 
originally placed in these two families but that were subsequently placed elsewhere. It includes species that were 
placed in the genus Epitonium in Röding (1798) and Link (1807) that are now referred to other families, as well as 
suppressed names of taxa that have been referred to these families. However, fossil taxa are omitted unless a fossil 
taxon appears to be the earliest available name for a recent taxon. Fossil taxa currently considered to junior 
synonyms of recent taxa are not discussed in this work. This catalogue includes selected misspellings that have 
appeared in the literature covering these groups. However, there was no attempt to enumerate all the misspellings 
that appeared in the literature covering these families.

Family-group names

Several subfamilial names have been proposed for various portions of the Epitoniidae. Of these, only the 
subfamilial name Nystiellinae, raised to the family level by Nützel (1998: 89), has been in general use. All of the 
family-group names that have been proposed based on recent genera have been reviewed by Bouchet & Rocroi 
(2005: 254) and thus will not be duplicated here.

Genus level arrangement

Genus-group names are listed alphabetically for each family. When more than one name with an identical spelling 
exists, they are ordered by date, from earliest to most recent. The entry for each genus level taxon includes the 
original name, author, date, page number, type species, status, synonymies, if any, and miscellaneous notes.
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London, provided a photograph of the holotype of Scalaria bicarinata G.B. Sowerby II, 1844b, that we needed to 
resolve a taxonomic question. The staff of the Zoological Museum, Berlin, provided a list of Thiele’s epitoniid 
types held at their institution as well as photographs of some of Thiele’s types. Ann Labourdette, curator at the 
Museum of Douai, France, responded to our inquiry regarding the syntypes of Scalaria eburnea Potiez & Michaud, 
1838, at that institution. Mr. Olivier Gerriet provided a list of A. Fenaux' epitoniid types in the collection at the 
Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle de Nice. Mr. Taisei Nakayama translated into English Shikama & Horikoshi's species 
account Epitonium (Elegantiscala) kurodai. Mr. Paul Callomon provided helpful information on a nomenclatural 
problem we encountered and translated Japanese material. Dr. David Chroust, Texas A&M University Libraries, 
translated several Russian species accounts. Daniel Xiao, Texas A&M Libraries, assisted with translation of 
Chinese materials. Mr. Richard E. Petit provided very helpful comments on draft versions of this catalog, provided 
copies of relevant literature, and also provided helpful advice on nomenclatural problems we encountered. Finally, 
we wish to thank the two anonymous reviewers who undertook a very detailed and careful review of the 
manuscript, adding greatly to its value.
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