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PREFACE 

'lhe lllind underete.nds by reduoing t he, multiplicity ~:t :finds in 

the world to a. unity proport1onate tQ its own spUit.ual existenoe,. ' Thi$ 

aocoUl'lts fol:' the ayst.etne.t1~t1Qn that OC()'tU's 1n bothsej,eMe and. phUos-

ophy as th~se disclplUles at.tempt to understand reality and put it into 

comprehensible ~age.abUity by mak1l'lg it one. Nevertheleaa, when man 

tUt'ns to Oed. he discovers a Being lIIQ!te ~le than himsel.t. and th,e 

pl"Ocells isre,versed, By means of analogy and relation. he Jl1Ult1pl1es 

tbe oneness of Clod \lntU he ha!l $Cm,Ie f1n1te appreciation of the W1n1te 

trp.ns.oehden.ce ot Being ltlleU.. The e.xpan$1on. boweve,l'. remains an in .. 

st1"lllll8l'ltal. tx>rlstrLiot. at odds both with tne sinspUc1ty of God and man, 

and 1n the Md, it too must be contracted. This is why theology e.onsl$-

tently tlll'ns back upon 1tsel.1' ; anddisQovers that every-advance 18 forever 

new and yet alwayl!! the same. 

As 11' the inadequacy introduced by the mulUpl1elty 01 man's 

finite Mture were no:t enough, he d1$CO'lter·s that b1e understanding ot 

the W1n1tely s1lnple is f'ul"f.her ,restrict.edby bl$ own pbssession of that 

finite nature 1n the definite ~onttxt of l!JP'lce and time. H$ 1a subject 

to the limitations of hie age and oultU1"e, two d1rnen$1ons into which he 

must transpose his compl'eh;msl.on. etten at ~1ance with other ;poas$ssors 

.of finite human nature. And t1naJ.ly. bis own personal experience wUl be 

another llm1t.at1on in compreb.end1ng tho absolute • 
• 

No wonder then. that th~ mystery of the re<iempti VI' incarnation 

has been v~-$ly lnwrpreted in the covse of human l'dGWi'y. finding 

~i-i:;'f;:' .. /..;.~:-~:=; 
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express1on$lcee$sively in tertn.s of sacl"1fiee .• ransom. satisiaetion. and 

again. ell¢ritic$. This hbtorlof4. development is modified by the eul.tural 

c.ont~ of :East and \'e$t. Thuf;l ~hi1e none of the early Fathers stressed 

the sacJ'i1;'i¢w work of Christ the Priest, there develo~ in the l!:a~ 

an idea of the rnediationof Christ the Word which lent to theology a 

sign1tloant andsubtJ.e theory ·0£ div1n1zatitm and placed redt1mption in 

the primary conteKt of >\nc»rpOratiQll into diVine life by an adoptive 

sonship. The West preferred to recOgniu the h~al1ng effect of elevating 

grace. beCAUse this culture was 1'l1O'H aware of the solidarity men have v 

with Adam and: b1s sin. 

In view of the 11m1ting factors of nature. QUltUl'e. and experience , 

it ha., ~~8 been difficult to appreoiate Ws insight of diVine incor

po~at1ol1 a.eexpreseed l:r.I the Greek theologUru; . A.nd yet 1n our otm .da.y. 

a new ~nsQiousnes$ i~ emerging thatprom1ses aCQllll1l()n per$pec.ti ve, The 

idea of the Church as the "people Of God" represents a dgn1tlcant mQdi ... 

tication of the Western ritElntallty by recognidng a PX'ior and basic ·ontic· 

reality which receives legalistic or jUrisdictional, ol'ganieation. S1l11 ... 

UfI,rly •. the idea that this .people of God-iS bft~g ass1m1lated in the 

pasctud oblation of Christ tepre$ent$ a cort'e&ponding modUlcation ot the 

Ea$tel'P mentallty by an explicit. advertence to the sact1f1c1al tineJ.lt;r 

of the incarnation. 'fheee develOpll1eb1l.e "" due: to the em.e.rgitlg'theologies 

of the 1-1ystical BQc1y andtbe Resunect1on. 

Qen(fralbatiofiS consistently run the ri.1Sk of oYer&1rnplit1cat1cn, 

particul.ar"ly ,men the sub,ject is liio close as to be cont6ll'lpo".ary. For 

this reaSQn, the prese:nt study is no )tIOl'e than $n approaC)h to a re .... va1uation 
, 

ot the sotel''101ogy of st. A thanas1u$; tbe suggestions ad:vanced will be 

brl.et and. tentative_ and the emphasis w1U b$ on the tradiUonal inter-

·,"'~·r'=/;{ . ..,~I;.;:~;f,-:;' . 
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pretaUon toprQ'V'ioe the organic c()nt,1nuiw that ilone can forestall the 

danger of reading more bet'W'eenthelinee than 1:6 e6nta.1ned w1 thin tham. 

'the author expres!les here his a"lm~l~gEmtmt and sratetul ap. 

pJ!'ecd.atl<ltl to~ the help extended to hbl in the prepare.t1on of' this P4~r 

by Fr,ee:rna~J.Cooke" $.J • • and by' t.be ~ Qther members of the 

Theology depal'tme:nt at MAi"quette Unive-rslt.y. 'bOth taC\J1\y andetudent.$,. 

, - ,:~:.!:".;: <~f!: . ..:-~;~;:;~ 
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St. ATFlANAS.;rUS AND THE REDEMP'nVE INOARNA'l'ION 

.J:NTRODUCTION 

Objective of the Study 

A study of the Sote:riolotlY ' of St. Athana81ue is ·compl1cated by 

• nUlllber ot very real ractol"eI. 'I'M :rust b the fact that hi!; writing$ 

are not the fruit of deliberate and oQnQf.mtJ'ated renecUc:m.1 but ar., 

eala-ecIforth by the Arian controversy. He is constantly apologizing for 

the repetition t hat otherwiSe would not haVe oCC'\l.l'nd.2 His work is a 

pol_c, not a treatiee. The second problem 18 h1s approa~h to retiemptlon. 

While the t heol.ogy of ori~al sin W& ~1ng formulated in the 

\~e~t. t he Eastern Fathers pre.t'elTed' to follow a dUterent cOUl"se. one 

t hat euiphashed the oOllling t.Q earth of the Son CIt GQd as a d"v1ni~tion 

01' human1~. Central to their soteriology is t he elevating .rathel" than v 

the h~g effects of redemption. In addition., their anthropology takes 

account or t he 'whole man rather than his separate -parts". ~ th.attheir 

!.:rhus Archibald Robert.$011 ( ,ed. ). Set; Atlu!pas1v;sI Selept !-lorks 
!US! Lettss.;. Vol. IV of the §,l!ct L1raw it, ~ ~and 'l2Il na.

N
erie 

Fath.rs . ad. Philip Schaff end Henry ~ace (2-d ~,1:4 VO~6. • trW 
York: Scribner:'s SemEl, J.,9(3). p. lxvi; -Athenasbs was not an author 
by o:\)o1ce.. With t heuceptiqn of the earl¥ apologe.tio tractseJ.l the 
wr1ting&that he h$$ lert~ere drawntrom him by the stress of theolopcal, 
contl"Q'Versy or by the neeesslt1e.s of his writ as a Chr1etu.n pastor. 
We have no systematic doetrinal tre.atise •• • II Another exception 1G the 
~eg~t.1¢al fragments,. 

2cr. 9" Aaa~g, n, 80 t"l:f:oreov.r .... (£01' we must not shrink 
f~m 1"6peti tton"; II ,2t, * (Fo:' Qne must not mind saying orten the same 
thing tor l'el1g1on's sake. ) II; .ad Seta14CW I; 2? !.tWa must not mind 1'8-
p~aUng o:u.rsel.v$$;1i ~ }aM!3&. . ' -

,~·t:/.~: . .. ,"t;.;,~~;7; 
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ooncept of redemption i~ not dependent on a metaphysics Of personality. 

This orientation is not entirely uhlike the d(~ection wbidn charaoterizes 

lIlUcb otour thinking today. and also suggests that perhaps 'What has bElen 

a problem. i.n the paat needn't have been an obewc:Ue1n appreciating the 

$Oteriology pi' St. Athanaslus. 

tho simUv1 ty between the cont~rary apPJ'oaeh and that of 

these early Fathers can b$ seen 1n the thought ot Karl Rahner , when he 

calls the ChtU/'ch "the enduring htstot'ical p1'8t1enceof the escbatol.ogicaUy 
I 

triumphant grace ot God and of Christ in the world tor the ~d1v.idual.IIJ 

Eeh1nd the idea Of "eschato).og1.oaUy tt-1Uf11Phan.t gHocelt is an understanding 

of the, incSl"flation alS a dlvin1~t.1,Qn Qf humanity by which the Church 1.8 

constituted the "people Qt God." The critiCism levelled at this mental1ty 

;as it 1$ round. in. the Gl"EIek~athers is thatlt involves tbe idealiSDl of 

Plato ',. universals by supposing that the Word assumed "hutlUmity.. The 

ooraUar.r to th.1$ .1$ tha.t the sacr1t1oW t1na11tyot the a.&S1Wpt1on 1~. 

at best,. glossed over. Against this critique stands the tbeologyot the 

"whole Christ", as propOsed by Mersch, 'WhiCh involye$ a ""1/3 real solidarity 

of aU. men nth the God...man very mob J'em1n1scent of the Ea$terns. and 

ver'y unUke t he Mre f'~ jUJ';i41c oonceptiOn. Mersch ltould say. 

In reality t here was not an Inca1"naUon that was latel' fOllowed by 
a tedEll1pt1on,~ there was ! redemptive In~t1on. anda. red$l!1pt1on 
through the In~t1on .. 

Nor does he negleet the death. oJ' what is commonl-y 'called t.he llatOn~ent 

proper" , ttl. s born Redflemer. He, beavs 1n Himselt the .eJd.genCYt>fthe 

\arl Rabnqr. &The Church and the Saermne.nts,1I Ingu!r1,.s(New 
York: Hei'der and Herder. 1964). Pp. :?O40.05. . 

~e Mei'~lCmf Il!2. 'tbs.oQ" 2l ~ tw§t;).cal ~ (St. LQuis. Mo., 
13. Herder, 1951). p. 219. 

~~~ -i:;' .~' ~/r:-:-~;,.":? 
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l'edeinpUve death 1'!'Orn the moment of His birth,"S Similar examples may 

~ found in Ra.}mer and DurrweU. 6 

AU ot whiQh sugge$ts that the expressiQn of Athana$,ius "For 

'He "·~tS made man that 'We might be made Godt "? is very much to the po~t. 

But related to this is the dUi'1Q'I.llty the Western :tn1ndeneounters in 

his theory of creation. \~hether or not the rooemptive Incarnation in ... 

~ludes t he death. here t he question is rather what does it a"eomplish. 

3 

}/O~l the cdti.c1sm is that he sets theatoneinent in the perePf:lctive of 

restoration rather than reoonclliat1oi1. Thus it _.s to be "metaPh1iS1oalft 

or :ilpb$81c41.1i rather than ethical. a diHct result of 1nterpreting :it 

on the basis of creation. Against this entioism is the unavoidable 

fact that me.n are sinners, an4. aocord1hg to the Sdr1ptUl"eSf do need the 

grace 01' God.. And yet. thereat'e real d11'1'1culti8$ with Ms thought on 

t his point. He divides man' sendow.ments between nature and graQe w1.thout 

clearly separat.ing the two pl'in~iples of cU.v1sian. Re4sc.nefids \11' as 

signed to grace,8 while s.lUlctity r~in8 largely a matter of ~atUl'e. 9 

Theramitication$ of this extend Ul all directions. atteeting 

his notions of sin, guilt, death, judgement., and hdElliJpt10n itselt.. Sin 

is an alienation, bUt tl!'Om lUe ra.the.r th.n GQd. and guUt is lost. in a 

.5:rbid" p, 281 . 

6Kar1 Rahn~l" , .~~, POI 196; F. X. IAlrrwell. I.b! Resurreo
Usm (Londom Sheed and Wa~Ste.gbook . 1%4 ). pp. 53ft. 

7 St 1n2.. ,54_ 3,., 

SAS if men are rational dependent em the1l' being adop~ by 
God. ~$CU$sed beJ.ow. pp" J ,z . 

9Theorlg1nal stat.eo! bless$dness. wber&in man contetnpl&ted 
the Wbrd, is interrupted (when man talls away' t .rol'4 this contemplation 
thereby 1r!:~l'Oducing the dissolution that _8 Me by nature. Sane.Uty 
t hereupon bec()l'08$ a mttter of restoring a d1asolv1ng nature . DbC\l8eed 
MOll, pp. '8 H~ 

'~f:'·,~ · .. /r:~,;,:,~,t 
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pre.-oe'OUpation w1 theorruptlon; 10 death i$ the final tragedy to be . D.'ifQ1ded 

at ' ~Jll. 'costs,,11. judgem$tl;t. 18 rfdatElCl tc the c:orruptien ·of nature rathElt' 

. . · 12 th$n t.he alie~t1on f1'OJl1 God, $,nd redemption is a restoration rathor 

than a r econc:iliation.1J 

While t he theolQ.gy Of At hlU'.asiu's un admit t heSe points. it 

$h~d be n6ted that they present a problem to the Hestel!n peoples ~ 

do not neca$sarUy oharaoterize t he t bru.st of his Eastel'n argument, 

10ji:b~Qr this ¢aUS&, t.hen, death h"v1ng g$ined upon l11e.n . and co:r .. 
rupt1.cm abiding upon thern ~ .,.Ii (!!! The, 6 .. 1.). It i s death. or sepa.ration 
f rom lite" that fall·s on me,n atter the fall. and thus he is in a state 
of oon-uption rat~r than gunt. 

l1.rhe p~egyric itl pal", Z1 01' the 5!ilnCi" in Which Athanasius 
desoribes Chrbt:i.ans .a$ Elagerly "ru.$hing" ;J.nto d.eath • . indioates there 
are ~ levels tn his t.bOught,, ' Qn the on. hand. ctt. .. this the jUd~t 
following our transgrasden in lWl.'lJ,ch sense it :taUs victim in Clll'ist's 
body (of. 9.t Inc,. 22,,4,, ; £t.Ar~! II. 8); hen it 1. the d1l'eet re~t 
of sin (c!!O £a. ~=9f I . ,5l.) ~d ' he aJ'Ch ooelll,Y ~.1ne:ic to 01U' nature 
(to). Athanasiust' ature graoedlct .gmpo. 4) and to ~ avoided. (IrtaSl11uch 
as oalled "fl'Qm. nothing" Oil!' natural ota\e io to be morW. but DoS e. 
mattaroffact, God: 1IUled that man ·~ould abide in incoJTUption" (Ibid), 
:1 t 1s opposed. tQ, our nature.) The l1leta.phY6ic~ orientatio~ hore is 
explainecl in t hat the context. 18 his t.h,~ry ot e:r.e$,tlon. On the bther 
hand . "deo.t.h , iti~ true, :Lethe common endot all menlt (~§l?i§,coJ?2s 
ApQWt1 19) .. and "now that the COlil'IlOn Sam.~ 01 all has diE)d i.n our 
behalf 'we, t he ta:1th1'ul in Christ,. no lcmger die the d~ath as WO.Jie ••• 
heneef 'orth we are only d1s$Olved. agreeably tb oU%" bodies mortal nature," 
(Si ~ 21.1). I n this case, the oontext is olealYly t he re-creation 
and the tens embrace an eth1cel perspective which expla1nswhy Christians 
can embrace death, It is lW longer t.hearQfi enEmY of nature" it ha:~ been 
JlianSt"~ lit &rhdet. This eecond levtd tElqu1ns a distinction betwe8tl 
nature. and gra~e i 201' wer.Q t hey COlIlO:1n(fd , t bere could 'be no possibility 
of enduring death i thete is SitnplytlO roam ~Qr it :in Rnature graced." 
Thi s development w1ll be noted irl Chapter In. 

12 
Thus the sontence i p ac.CQlIlpU shed when death ~U$ts itl:! 

pawei' on Chtiet; the oblation that characteriz$d Ob1"1$t-5 Ute and death 
is secondary. "Since all ~lere under sentence of death .• He, being other 
t han them 4Il1 .; l!l~ght il1f!l;sel! for all ofter tc death hj,s ow body; and 
t hat he,ncef'o:rth . as 1£ aU had dj.ed through H1m~ the word of that sen .. 
tl:!mce m1ght be accomplished. It (s,..AEAiDO$ I I •. 69). 

l~anld.nd then is pe):"i'ected 1n aim ~d l'El~tot'ed. as U. was 
made at t he beginning. nay'i ,dth creater grace" (,£a. Arigs II . 67). 
Thus is "nature gracedi! . on its \Jay to destru.ct1on s1.nce the tr$%lsg:ression. 
re",cl"e4ted rather t han jt"$ccimciled. (Na:ti¢e .• afte.Ji all. ~aJU'l6t bal'e .. 
eonciled: this 1s a matter of t.he wlll.) . 

~!!'i.:_::; . ...~r:;,~;.,.~ 
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Saorifioial and juridical oategOries belotlg to the legacy of the West, 

and it is not at aU e~dent why they shQUld be applied to a d1ff.erant 

5 

mentality. It saemestrange that Athana'tii.us, $0 conYers-ant with the 

.SacJ"eci SCrlptU1"8S;j could fall to attain a valid ' aoteriology oocause his 

phllosOphy ~s nqt iieetern; and it is unfonunate· that the '¢omrttentary on 

him h4s. alwaY$ been c:onducted in thfi. at-ena of phUo ;!Opny.. a resul tor his 

polemic against tl~EI At'ian taUura to~on.cUe the transcendence of the 

divintty to nis oreation, 

The poss1bU1ty of ano~h.er aLternative has alr~dy been suggest,eGl, 

an intel"p1'8tat1f)n ot his thought that begins with the appreciation of 

the In~l"nQt1()n as the di'J'1nieation of humarl1ty; as l-iersch has pointed 

out. 

It 1s ~ W$S of Hte that the Greek Fathel's prefer to formulate 
their t.ach1ng teg&fd:1ng ~ i.nco~ati~ in the S.aviQUJ",.. They 

'. explain t he oonamm1~tion ,of lite f1"Ol1l the Father to ' t he Son', froll1 
the Son to His Sacred Humanity .. th~n fl'OJl1 thi~ h'llmAnttyto aU men.14 

It is in wrmsQt 111'.,. notgullt. t-hat Athanasius eJtplains redemption. 

This is also the apprOach of · th~ Script.\U'e$~ 

Th~ cU:vision of the study l ,oUo_s from tMse ¢O'nsiderations. 

The £'-1'8t chaptereltplores the po.ssiWlty ()f another1ntel"pretat1on. 

these¢ond takes up the question of nis inadequate phU,osopby (at least 

from our V1ewpoinththe third o.tf6rsa n~ pel'spective , and a final 

cone1ud1ng oh"pter SUII1I1W:'izel5 th$ specU'icc,ontnbutlon of Athanasiu$ 

to Soterlology. Before this 1$ underlaken. two P"lilIiinary oaservations 

will outline his lite and the ed1t1c:ms and t¥-anslations of his \1Orks 

that have been used in this StUtiy4 

.l~e Mer$®., Tbe \:JholeCbQst , trans . J. R. lCelly (I1Uwaukeel 
Br'ucej 1938), p . 267 • 

. '~;:f:-"; ...~:'7.,;;,~~":! 
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LUe 01 Athanasius 

Athena-sius was 'bOX'nAI'b'und t.he year 298 at AlelQUidria." probably 

of high pw1ng and wealthy parents.. At the fampus cat.eohetiealsMool 

he became a~ualhted tdth Grt;lek Literature $lld had a taste of phUosophy. 

but moat important I/it W,.S in. the Roly Scriptures that his martyr teachers 

had 1nstrucU.d h1m. and in tbe Scriptvee his mind and writings are 

saturated. illS .. . 
AboUt the. time the $>El1'leoo1;.101';18 ended .• (313) t he 'be¢ame secretary 

to the Bishop AlejqUlder •. and five years later, just before. Ar1us b.egan 

spreading his heresy, his twollllijor 'WOrks, tlAgainst the Gentiles" and 

"On the Inear.na.tlon of the Word, It Pl'ObaClyeppeareci. 

The Arlen cr1$1$ 'Of faith in the East16 came to the attE!ntion 

Of Oonstant!ne $Ometime beto,e 324 W$l. Hosi.u$ of Cordova an'1Ved in 

th& hop$ of a lJettJ.El.Uent..The flrlSt, I!)eneral CounCillot the Church con

VOked the following year to defJ. With the pi'()blsm as weU as the Easter 

and 101eletUn controveJ"sy. Unabl.e to amve at a olear "t8$t of faith" 

from sliCJ'edsctipture language"l? the pbUoeopbic tlbozgosms1on" (and 

lI!B.nY othel' explanations) were added to tho OS'eed o-f Caesarea' s Qhurch. 

and all but two l;l1shopl!l signed. the dowment,l.8 .Athanas1u~. as Alexander's 

8e(:~tary. had 'PeW! aotive at 'th~ Council, QJld, b1«1 1nfiuenceh disfOvered 

in the letter Alexander sent out before the C6\U'fqU to reiterate and 

1.5 
A. Robe't.$On.2lU.~. p. m. 

16 . . 
Cbarac:teristically in oo:ntr.ast to the pracUcal probl._ ·of 

DonaUem in the We$t. 

,17'.¥h~ "te&t ot faith- bid 'kI' be llnequivoc-.l, enough to adIldt 
no m1S\U'ldel's-tand1ng, or .i~t-etpt:et.r.')tton , •• the Arlene 'Were do1ng 
with Sacred Sc:r~pture . 

• 
18S~U$ and 'l'heona$. EVen Eu'ebius s'lgned the condeJllllation, 

the bishop ot Nioomed1a wh() was to be the center of the Arian cause .• 

~~ \ :,~~'~:;- .;~. ~;1.,:,-~~~ 



? 

emphasize the. d~e1tion of Anus ~t. t he Egyptian C~uneUb.t J21. Around 

,326 A \h$las;tus' b6~am&' pat)"1aroh ot Alexandr1.a.. 

NOw beta the ~itU&l intrigue ae the Ar1ant sou8b' to r ... 

thel~ e~$, tl"liml their 8eo,,19 Athanasiu$ found h1to$elt again and 

again faced with different ' accusa.ti ons! the casen! l$chyras, (had the 

liturgy been. pl'Ofaned 'by Athanasius or hb deputy'?) ,que$t.1onsot alt

.ort:1on. of ~e:r (A.rseniu$)and the 11ke.~ aU r,ecounted some twenty 

yea1"s 1$t&1" in h:1$ AI?ol:Rw ' a~t',thf AtiMS,. Whe ~wge$" however • 

. fomClld the b$S:1Sotanew Counoll. that of Tyre in the Ye$1' 33!5. t hb 

"fiamous IlCOUl"t tr~" ended in no eettlEllllent' a eGl1l'm1s$ion"prejUd1eed 
: i 

aga,inst A~anaslus. went. to the MaAot1s to invast.1gatG $$lie of the 

. chargee lIlhUe AthanasluB b~eU lett tor Constantinople to request 

anotheJ' Coune:U t~lI1 the e1'.I1pt".r. New Charge$ we" 1nv$n'tied EU1.d Con .. 

st,ant.:me tmal.l.Y' sent h1Di .1fito Gaul; t.Ms tir&t ex:Ue la'sted trOll1 early 

336 to late '37 . ro Both Ar1U:$ and Constantine weN now dead. 

llev ~c1'im1nat1on.Q lrel'e advanoed a8 the Eusebms te$olved 

to instaU a n~ bishop at Alexandria. their nominee 1146 the A..,1an 

Gregory; ~ ~~tim. attet bis aw1vel. 1n 3'39., Athena.iu. fl$d. to Rome 

to begin hi$lon.go$t period of e~e. t he pope arran~ tor ,council; 

but the Eueebms would, ~t aCknowledse hie request, holding their own 

®UhcU in Antioch ~d oqnt'trming the s"lltenee pafieed aga1net Atbana.,1u.e 

at 'tyre in 335. $oll1~t11lle a1"Oung :343. lIDothet councll ... convoked by the 

flI!l~rorb Constans ·and 'Con!tant1us. met at S~1oa, where the whole- case .. 

l%t would not do to wage ~ doctrtnal 'bat.tle agaj.n$t tbe creed 
Consttm\1ne had. accepted, 1IlO1'eoV$i' t.he preeUge o,t the ClIOuncU probib1\td 
any tGmperi.ng. 

20 · bl "-.. The question of the Pl'QPe1' dat.es p~eents SQl'J1e' pl'Q . em. r.:I\!.t 
in D,S muOh as it 1$ of small consequenoe he .... $lld tor the sake of 
unitontdty ~ tbe Qonelus,"ons of Rob$'l't$on aJ'e accepted he1"e and thr()ughout .• 

:,!:~';'".:. ,~ ...... t;.~~~:? 
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to the dismay ot the Eu$6bians. wae l'egarded as ·open. Atbane.s1u$ was 

Yind!cated t and. after ~e death ,0-£ Gregory, and with nO littl~ assuranoe 

o-t COllstant1us' S gQod w1ll, va's pel'suaded to ~etul:n i.n)46. The important 

WOrk produced so tall' t~as III !lJ.ud Qmo!!.2l 

Th~ "gold~ deqadetfthat £!)llowed pl'Odueed fresh matEll'ial. for 

aeeusaUonso! conspiracy against Cqnstantiu$ < C'/)ns~ had been ld.lled 

in :3.50 durtng the initial campeiigi} ~f MagnenUu8 for power) f as well as 

t1«) :1J.1ipot"tant do~ts ~ P!sr9&e-.a .. 9.! SeniMt~a P12nuM. It endeQ 
• I . .' ~ .. _. , - .. 

in the notortous att$.ok on the churoh of St, 'lheon~u~ ~nd thoS'etreat 

of Atha.nt.stU$, still ifiel"edulous that Conatantius h$d J'$CaUed his gOOd 

1tdll,t to the su~unding dess.ert in )S6. 

Tbis thiN exUe was the l!\O$t producUve 11tera:v,r period of "_ 

lUe, Among the 'WQrks prOducf)d were theVtta ~ntqnM. !:Si Epa.scP,P9§ 

AsurYpta.. !5! Cgpstantium • . de Fuga., gatra ArJeinGS, !1! SeUiPacm. and S! 
SY1'l9$U=e, Most of the penod ~$ prObably $p8nt with the monkt!, now 

beginning to tlourbh. but Athanasiu6 never, .in all his hiding ee~s 

to have lost contact with the oontJ:ooversy or the affau-s ot his diocese. 

Ttde aue alSQ l!14ltks tne end Qt the many Ai'1an ~re«i6. th~ este'b.U-~h

ment :Of the ,Anomean$t the twin CiQuncU of A~\UIl. and Sel.eucia and the 

defW te mo'ltements towards ccncU19.t1on between t he Nicenes and Homo:L

oU$1ans~ 'the acee~;j.on of Julian at the d.~tb of ,Const$ntius brought 

Atl:umas1us o.ck :in S62. The rum emperor engag~ hixMlelt 1n an at~pt 

to re$tore the glOl'ie' of pag$ni$ll $.bd it • . 8 not tQO dit!1cult to persuade 

h1m thet IIthanasiu8$tcod 1n \he. wq. Thtu,. ~late 362 the bishop W8.$ 

again 1n, axUe; but not before he had oaUedthe"CouncU of conolliat1on", 

,u,ii.ot inOl.u,ded 1b this ~ of hi.4\! lite S,re those of question
able authentio1ty (e. g. Expos1t1gFMeh and (later) the fOl1!'th oration 
Agpnst ~ Atkn§ . as 17e11 as purely histor1cal wrks. e. g. the ApologY 
againa ~ Anms. also Wl':1tten utter. $,. belqw., pp. 9ft. 

• ~ ,::::~ ~.; .=t ... ~r:.~,,;"::; 
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$0 important tor f'euniQn. tmd tho basis of hts 1&ttel' M ieJlU9Sh!fi2" 

Jul.1en dj,ed SOGN aitf,lJ", and for tb~ tb,ird 't1M; t:b~ dGf.\'\h of 
, 

the ~(lt'!Q~ fllOOnt t.ll,a rot1nm Qf th~ 'bt$hop . $,o'/1lEltima in ~ly364. 'the 

tJl'lcort~ ~'Xjl,e o.(f~ut:'ed ~ alter. t~ late , 65 to e81"l¥ ~6* This 

9 

\tas tho last.. r.nd Ittharta(>tus 4!i1ad SiYven y~s latel',. :in tho Sprlng bt :>7:3. 

Sdlt10ns ~ f ranelations · 

'the l~ p~s ~edlcUne~~n ot tt.onttau<!OnwafJ th~ ftret 

aetU:t!actow Md adiKltmtel.y@mpl(!'te JJ>re~$lta.t1M ()t A!tbah-eat.l1$. 'the 

nQJd:. s~ (ld~tt.on 'oaG tho 1m PAdua ;&d1tt.on ot Gui,$t1nlani . whUo 

only \d.th tho 1851 Pm!) .edition ot }11gne "8 tho tnxt cQll1pl&'te. although 

'st4ll ''in m~Gd bf ter.t.ual reVi$-i:,on and ~rl.t1e1$lU. l-u,gnc'G work (Vol .. 

~S-28) l"op'1nt~ the P1itdua ~t1ont WhiCh U tum lutd .f:bllotfed t-wn£aucon;t 

\'r.\tb ~.Gt1(i1'i1~aw ~G tMfa~ ~, othor BOUN(l$. , 

'rho En~11t,;h studtmt of Atb$:m1Si'U$ 10 t 'Qrt;\tMte 1nhaVins vi~ 

aU the ~l"k*, of thG pAtl'iatch in t-r~tiUt;.on. 22 the llIO$t. eo,nrplcto ot 

tho~e 1$ tt4/.\ 'by Robertso1? in the I~1.eEltl.O and Post l~ie(met'l&ries.· which 

cot\s1Gte 1n~ a I'O\-isior. ,,: Nef1tll.lln t 13' wrk .8 it 4ppeered :1n the .Oxford 

X,1t.l"'U'a' tit th~ f ather,o, Z; his Ot.m ~~fl"\~ trot'¢ tho gened1ct1no text.24 

'I\ot tNflI4e.ted .atJl)ng M:$ ~e ~J.1c1 ·iIiN 1!1~ elJu'Bot1oal 
?iec$,S', ,~. g.J: ~ t1eEe~m U. 4n~2np ~ and 4> mmbor 
Of'''' ..... <MIlIlint.. fbi*<" " "!:lV , found ...... !n, ft' $ P G ~ 

(10, .... _ v.. ..." ~-v ...' ",on ·w· t , • ' .. ....r ' 

231iotea to 'toh'&. tl'.nslat.1ons or Atk1n80n~ elM ... ~,. 
S$Nl!=ta 6drNP=PflMd !s. S>'I¥wM· 

24 A .. ' m' " " .. e " , " ,.Aar .' , ' , ' at .. ~ '. . .,,' f14'». " i~JL ~. 
JIlt ~ ~~. Up. Oft<! t. ·P .... 
l.~t ~Sf e.g ... ";,,,~, '., co' . '. ,'..', ' . ' ~' 11i£Wa .. 

,,:,~;,::>:~:' • ".:'r:'~~'~:-=1 



• 

10 

nM.alona ,0£ other OrJ'ol'd oo.llibol"ator$Z' and1tdo'p~nd'EJnttx>-ansl4tiQf\$. 26 

tho tl1O~teon$-piCUOll$ Om1$$1-on in l«>~son· ,st~'k. the is. ;;!¥tinwm. 

bas ~ ~anslated !,nwt.h,o »'reneh by LQbon27 ~r.\d tho Ehe;Ush by C.R. S" 

Shapland. 28 Thi&e~ has be~n be.$oo on, RooortS(m' e tMMlat1on. and 

tn. on. by Stuipl"and,. 4Uld ,~ tho Qit.U •• ate \ak~ ti"Cl!i. 'thft'u~ ,1U)\U'(JeJI, 

wn.-. it •• tlOOGt;,.., to OA>~ the 0»1si»a1 Gtoek, it tIS. done ttora 

M;\.8l1G. 11~'s Work t.:a$ UI;loQ to supplement tho 1n¢Ol,ll.pl'$'te not,os ,of 

a.bert.son. tlor-ks of quest1OnIIl'rQ, ~uthOntlo$.ty h$.\i'$ not b\lst!, ct)Midlttl"Qil , . 

won the ,doubt 'WIle ta~l¥ 'ocrla!n, such ,~s 1,ll& cont.rp As'Q~Wr;'2!.l!. 29, 

and tb~ fourl.!.'iQre .. t.l0' O1I)Atra Al'1.anr1-084 Wile ~$ 'of mora or, le~v 
c9~tai.n authenU,d'1ty ltaii:o been. $UOh ~ t.he \filu AD..~. $Ol'ne of tl~ 

I ,major works of A,~$"u.s ere ~, fl"Olll me~ an bi£to.r,1cu per ... 

~oot1W1. ~ aD b;1'il ltiQio~ ~ ltl1ltlQi; uhll1) con.MtOO ll tboy 

'''~~ lmt. .e ~r ba¢k~. 1/hcI quostun of \.~I t't,IO' f'e(\~l'H)1~ntl ot the 

4, l~~ reG& h4s WQn o~red. ,and the 6ignit1cant'VUiatiofiS 

~1Pated. 1'ho longcr ve.rs1on tom, the ba4:1& of tM.~ $~')) 

. z,~t~ Atldn$Ont ~u.u.. Ai iR:'4!C!US' i';s$\tt1e. £tllleirIN, 
A29fJaG¥ .$10 ... \II.' ~~lJt . .. ~r·-· S ~ r.Jf.t, · . " f · .. . _ R. gees} .· ..' .. irtlikte. 

l''m.enhaWl ~ IUJ~. 

ZlMK9!!i .£bE !Ma9f~ vol. l' (P8l'1af 1941). 

.. .. 28~., M.,.. U $., A~t91 t90C&mms 1bl itk,SJH:a.t . Cn. l QJ'kt , · occl.L\~. 19· .. , 

29w1ll~ lJr.:Lght (tJi'v.:ns.). 2SS1.t! wm;SV .9i.. .t.. ... £"AAlr1t (er4ol'dc 
ClarondQn FN'BS" 18'73) I ' . ... ... ~ . . 

3t'11).Q d1sCO,~oftn.; Drt6r ~en$1on llas Mt. atfeotod tM 
.a'l.ltomstio1ty 'of the lDn~r. It has bocn etud1ec l:1;Y ..l' . Xttioon. R,P. CaH.Y' 
m.td o'thOl"$. fJ:n.Q ~nelus~n hAo been that the~1.t1 of $.tyla b~on 
the tt~ IU1d the tao.\ that. tb.ne' ~n() (1.i .. gr.d.tlCW1t tloctn.n.al VIlJW1a.Uons A.n
eli-acted. $ll A~Q~ au\llQrf;hip in both caso~h altiloUgh tho iibo1~r may 
h.11e 'bQ-eh ti'j,Q 'WOrk of ()Jl60£ h1$ f<>lltfWCl"lh 'tho .major clume-os mnd$ :in the 
~t()~~ r~Q¢S $:i<m N:'~ 1n¢il.udQd Cl~ footnotes it1. t bE) tGlsot \it the l.ongol" to
Ct'1n11on It it 14fOWld 1n 2lmt$1I.G"attQ' la._. Mward ·. Rt Bardft 
(ed.), Vol. ' .01 'tbt L;)wj£ta(.i'da ... • .. . ... . ' .• John name, John f. 
McN'oW. Mel Honl"Y PlO ~M Puson fE!(h~_~Ph . elph1~u Westt/dn.tcr hess. 
19,4}~ 

·.~·;2::~:;"~· "'~!;'-:~;~~ 
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1. t HE R""-' VE !NGAm~A,£lOli 

Sin and. DQath 

~rhG tionel Gvent'. tha.tOVtl~OIil ~ry I(tl~ to eOl'l.ol:ude M~ 

l1feon eartb ~·&$e..,ts to thee Cbl:'id.1an 11 i'om1dal:\l.e ~rc.dox. At 

11 

f>rtO tiM th~ ~. tim<"? d~th is t.'le ~~e"~f1 t.:MS$ of M.ll $J.ntulnes.sft1 

2 
and t.he ",~~U@ ot ~(jelJ l.t) •• salvation in tho lfQ~ld~. Doath 

is both. too p~t.:7 that (1m~~Q:e$ man*o ~t.~t to be a.utono."!1OutJ f'~'" 

"~A and t he ~ns o£ u.nion \r.1th God. :It 1$ an :1ntt';b)fJi¢ ()OllSeqUQnc(!l 

~ .. . 4 . 
of ei.n,'" And tb~ 1:ntrwfdQ e&Uf,le 1:>1" justdi1l1cA1on, Apal't. tt'Qtn tM,s 
-"ji fr ilID~ · 1 _ B3 ... _ ... t;jt! ·1Ii"..." .il ' . . ... ·1 . - ........ ~-..... 'IIliW!; ~ii: .. .. 

'. ~~~ ilM "hove the') B'lltptne>1\,l. ()~ biol.o~enl C(.lnOeS 'Of dM'th. 
faith iIlso1Bfts 11:.$ .~l"Opc:i' cause 1n h~ bittoJ;'Y'J QU sl\M.el"$ die (Rom 
5 ~124) of: 'l!h~ ~lsrAti¢an~~Ocf dtU.th as a eon~'\J.(\l'Ic" of !l'!n ttM 
~.od in the Old 'tc:}!'Jta.mEirlt to woo .... 1gn of $b a' 'W~n. 00 th.4t 
thwe "S a. 4otlbl~ level of m<mnitlg in th-e ph"asol 1I't;11tnetlsof sil#,fuln$$s. " 
'th11\l :tnt~rt\l'flAV'.lntt t¥t. pbl·$:ie$l. '~'$ ~$eqt1~e} ~ 1'Ol1n:1.Mls(M' sign) 
<limo'nsiQnn h~$ impitJltlla)'lt in thet\'Wn~t bentm.s~ tih¢ ~;rmbQll$''l,ot 
death i, tii'rol!tomed by ~hit'bt,. St ,. Ptlul ~~coptl':Jd tho Old 'fG&t~$nt 
tdotl, that $O~~:ll"!'r daa-tb ~'\tealoo tAU) ~tiQnG i$:ti~1ncr b~t'Wa'm man and 
God, bl.\t bo·ot\us~ the Ch:rtnt1an bad betm 'baptlf.ad ~U> 'Ul(1) d~th .~f C~l'1st . 
1t )Sas aV':td~t tl~'\t Gbrbtian d.,atll can al.'8o be t\ $.ign ot .f~owii1tp 
14th God.. It is in .t'~, !l, wM'lff)$t.t~nt (Nad2 COl'. 4~lO and 3,t: 

~t.tlE~r) _ 'lho-rt) al~ th.an. two doaths in the wl"ld.. ~Q t.hE¥ sign of 
A&wf£l ,1n,. the other 'tb\t $ign of the g1"4CO of Chl"ist. 

2aUl n.hn4¥" obs,l"V't.ls t ''the ~ 8p~10 not~ in hl$ death. 
obviously is th,at death. as' tho mo.t'ii(Q~tat.:iQn 91: tlill-. VAS changed in 
Him tnto a revolat.!on ot r~~aee~ ... n(QIl _ ~!Ai 9l. Def~~ 1n 
SHeR2tiO.DMDiei?ll.SeaO, ( '/'01. 21 R.l., ~ Herdel" end Her<illll". 9 1.) p.78. 

~·Ut~~$.O it 'tdll ql't ~ a tru.e pel'Wl~' tor $in~ cf. R-Mnol',. 
~t:t WI' 40...6,. 

4lhe 1nst~ntal1t;s" (1£. tbodet\tb ttt pntfit()d Otlt by ~"'ll. 
ItOn$ thoul.dnot we£'Ll(~ a "",l'd. 1dthout good ,cause; 1t does Mt $I.rff the.t 
~~ tl4f oX ~by is opened tl);a."lkJI, to th6 blt»dof Ch...~st .. thAnk$. 
ttuit tS j W t.1-t~ mlprit ~n !f.'Q1"ElWl" t-.1utough, its ~n ~'lJ.tI'OO ou.t. • .,.., but 
It'n, t hat h1ood.l\ (Qc.. e$.:t •. , p~ lLJ.4 t ) et. fi~a'b ,. 1\J~1.9 .. a)f l..2d!4-; 1,U2 • 

. ~~~!-t.:.-;~- h,~r;..~~~":'; 
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about the e.to~nt. /1,8 eo reault. ~ modem thodlo81li1ll$ ~t OQcep\ 

thoeonoopt ot aan an.e:rY Father" oxaeting justice from HUSon, tot' . ' 

tial'Vat1c:in ~Itwnde<ll :in the Fathet*s :s.nt"-t.1ve"tl ,~co'o1'dJ:ng '~ fleeted 

SCl'lptute, tiGcd l"aQ, 1fl Christ roooneUint; the world, to h:l..nIstUt ll (2 Cor. 

$i19) . , l'hus&prop1t1at1~ft 31W, ' vqi,o "·expiatiOn" .• 9 RedCtlllpt10n 
, . 

'becm$s «I fi.rQtuJrn, to ~tllO so 4$ to iJJd!ca~ 1t8 $OUl"Co and end; 

and 'in th.is Qrtentation d~th 1teel.t d1~ its nt;l.~pt1veetgnU1ce.nce 

b6ca.use 1t ,nowfJ~Ugb the i~U1caUon of Cnrist.'s UCl"U~Qe. cecfon 

1t HaChe. the C~st.:1t.n . or 'better'. the Cht1etUn ~e1pa\e$ Chriat' s 

8x.llO~et is wl'k1ng s.n tJrl.$ perapeotlve \11btn be describes 
redOtl2pt1on as a ·I'\etum of man W God. raton .. than 1:n the tw:nWar ute
gonec of eat1Gt~~n .. , wplit1_tion ~ ransom. (ct. ft1l.edempt1Qn thtough 
Oe,.tn Qrd R~on,tI 11~,. mv Apri,11961 • pp. 2Bl.6 .. ) 
Stanley ~$.eG tb~ l'eallOl'J, qUlte aueeinO't.lvj Itlt w.s left to Pa'tll t s 
~~u. toaclv~~ \he Chr1eUan under~g of Clll'1st",' death 'by 

'~ htK:j& ,:tlH. Rltm;pzty the fathert ,. vork. , and thus , .,...onawa 
~~GlU1.iU.~.tI (chl'1.t'e neaurH~ 1nPauline 
$otonolo:g.y. " A •• ,~ Vol.1,_ RDue. "e 'onut101o Inst.1tuUo 
Btbl1co. ,l961 • P. 255~ c:t~bU Cht1atf$ doath as fl aaOl'dice 
in that 1toon,ClUde$ 1n 'God (~ • ...sli. p. 71). The 1te6Ul'H'CUon. :in 
tact. epeoUte. that _th &e a go1rlgto the Father. (~n p. 140). 
XhUG the 'ri.ew that Chnet ett'eete our ItIlvet10n by pl.~ 0.1' per-
Wed1!lg t.be 'atheJ' not to ae,rc1h hie JuAioe d~G on tOl'g.ett1li;g 
that tM, 'Ifllo1e ctnma beg1u and .. ~~' Sr4Uat1Ye 01 GOd ai'll_1t. 

, , 9Ae, i'¢or putt 1t."''1'he OM _ttantpo1nt. or QUteN.tlCe s.. 
tbat St. Paul dOes not ,~ of the. a .. \b Of Chr1Gt M a ' pl"OlJd,UaUon' 
or 'tbe ~e of pX'Op1tiatlonl , bIlt as fa meanQ o.f GX,p1et1o.n; . in tb 
8tm$e of t.hEloovering Of .8. 'or lIlOM ~ AS :t a ~a of 
.tol~~." (~A"'entc .!ia.tl~ .N~' ,~, Epwotth 
Pre.s. 1945 ), P. ' . The ret~ 18 ' a;; 3ir. \4ithou\ sub80ribing 
to ~ ~t&t1Vf; justUi,Cf.t.1on. $Uoho:ri opim.on 1, indlcat1ve of the 
de.ire to el~t& -V concept 01 tithe aragt'i" God. COllIiI.m'lt1ng on the 
S81nEl text. CeJ'tawr. NI!lAI'ka thAt P.a." .... ~ does not put ChrUt's 
death on tbe sam. toot1ll6 a8 the ~ laCr1t1.oee otthe Old Testa.nt.. 
the ~,"'" utoq, '; v$l.u.e of Cbrist,J ' 8 _tn 'comes not ~ t~ the fact tb.at. 
it. 1, "~1she.d ~th bloodshed., but el.1O bQcause' it 111 an act 01 love 
-, , '~' ' ,.,..,.,noo_, 1~ , (~, " ,.kl 'b :nUlRteGl Stt §l. tN., Nw Y01"lu Herder 
and H_~. 1959 )J~p~lIiQ. 

lOtJOMet'" ,P>'1r\t has al.~ been noted" i)~$' ,ere no' leas 
eXpl1eit, QS. o. g!!; nume:u, "The> redemptive eacr1flce ~on8i8ted 'bl 
CbJ1.#t;t .. penonal Nt-uftl to God.· (QR..~. . p. 71) a.;. E. ScbUlebeedut, 
9h£1§t lblSMEIUII!t:. (Londonl ShHd andW$I'd" Stagbook 1963 ) p,. YI • 

• 

-,:,~~ . .;::, ';";.' . ".;;:'~",~;; 
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de~t.h as 1t 11$ th~ ~roG$1On .at Chris-V,. wUl to 50 to the Fathol".ll 

Death is r«tempt;l,ve ~UStl our h1n.t'y at· .S1n is tran~o~ed.12 It 1s 

l1()t that the blood is 'J'e;teased l 'but thAt, 'thIougb the 'bl.ood thero 1s, a 

life- 'tlond Olt (!!)nt,a.ot, by wbi~ ell. ~h.Qcmtol" that d~tb 'ar~ 'tt$.tUftClJlln«i. , 

l'Jotlth :18 onob.U.t'1on,. not anan:n1hUa"-1 or tho ~tlon is /l ~$ 

! 'ortho .ohlat1On.13 1ho ,ol;iJ.atl(m e£ ,tb~ aht!st~a:n is th~t 0:£ Chr1$t. b,1 

.. lhlCh no s.yarated h~.;' Iran lI'\be law, e1n. 4nd death." and, 1n that 

~ tJ.Wliard:t3i' b£JcemeUlQ diV1l1. ~~t), <>f the ute glvinS Spirit ,,1i'lO' 

C1"Y8 ou.t "abb.\j F(lthor~ii 1n tho Chd.sUan.l4 

thoretwe t.hoR. tour ~V~t.8 1Ihlcb can be 41.scombd in the 

work of t.he atonemont,. ,all ~$ of 'one d1V1no plan" arid au exposed. 

&! 'the lIlOdiltil. ~t1!l$nt 'Qf tho N~oot;lol'1# ·the, !nit1a;t1,.. of the Fathol'. 

, I.1.A* ~ eo apt.1qpoUit8 O,ut. 'death tw ltHlJ," ls not red_po. 
t1ve' bUt nul,O (lOnclu.sion. of Chr1.at"s, ,.~6lC1$tance.tI (1W •• p. 49) • 

. thU.i flOQ.r Lord .8 nc>-t eo IllUch gliflg 1Q. b,i.t. d-.tb .1 lit lit !l.l1tt it 
-.s. • mot:'tal. jou.r.ney -wnO$G ad ., vith'th6 Fathol"J "I go . to tho F(l.t.her .. II 
(lW.., . p. 1/) .. ... lils tre$J:y ~eddV.th ltHpntented the mtlst :s.ntoll$e 
~ to eom.u 't.d God.1I (ilill4. i p.. ,oS), 

. l~th i$ nO\ 4n objeot. bltan act P"~1 ~rleni)edl 
·Olu'lsit.;J,& det.t.h.u A. (.ci'U101alJo~t1on do.e _t. at,,\ . out t~"." 
'but in the Churc.b.. Vbleh W~<mlle: 1n her· sa~ ta1th-lUe. 
~ tp(f8.k$ fir ChrUt-e death ., 'entertng andattect1ne the QntoloGical 
~ ot ~tua11ntc~qaUon ~"), persona. (ga .. . ~~, 
p. 71). The ba,l& ~ tMttlJ bapU~ (~$iU. 92 .. s1\ •• p. 2Z1r. to. 
its :.'lac:r.entat 6fticac,y 1~.s the Cht1st1lm into the Il\Ystu'1 of 
Chri.8t.. end t.b&Hfot"$ tll'e ""etery o£ ~ pa •• ,.... Jt1. pasCh, I\OW the 
lifo a~ of 'the Ch"xl'Qh. bthe ~r1entation or man to the Ftl1bft,. 
I t w:UJ. ~ IliOtoCl 'be1w that A"tb.~ad,us.pproaoh.s tbl&acmotpt more 
ho s~s of Chtiat ~ ~.guarant .... ga1nlJ.t our' tftObU.1~ti 1.0., the 
alt~at1on tn lWl' ,a ldll that ~oe8 sin. ·ChrUt thus secures tor \tG 
tb:esUt tit grace Widl ~ Could :notbold. 

13cl• ~t 2.~.t p. OOtt .. 

14c· ~ "'_..... .. ,;,4·+. · l' '!lit ' ..... . _.....ll_ .. Ii ...... ''1. .. •• - . "'. \oIu,¥.'4UX, ~. ~~,. P. ,..1 ",ur F~P_I;l\I'- S_>P9 tfaa 
(1e~ocl a~;wd1n~to OU$' r'Ghtlon$ With . alrl , tho Law, and evil 01' 
cosmic ~&. Cb.1"1at.t's d.th. by ~IS or its 4nto1o~eal ·efficacioUs""", 
noss" el.Wnate.e th(ls. ~UQn$n1ps." DurrWeU. fR.. ~, p. 106,. add.n 
"nut the tw A.post).es ~ in :mald.nG the ~Uy bUmanttyor tho Sa'\r101U' 
the t»1nt frCm. 'Wh1ctl the d1v1nb.in~ spirit gushes out for U,$. II 

',,~~-t: ... ;:; .. ,··t:f~;~;: 
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the .1d~tUiC$.t1on of ~1st. with man's l.epC1 oi fili"naucn f~ the 

;F'atll.fi>l'" the tr&h~Ol"llltd.ion o£ that hl.iilHl",1 tn an u\ of (sa.crUtei.el) 

oblatAon; W t~ s!Wldtng o1th$Sp:1dt, .. 

'rhe, ~to~t", ~~ l'(joW 1n t.b(l p.-incipl,e of $OlWari ty 

ia dGfWUvel.y ~coo 1.~ the, ¢4>n~of Pasohal .solldarity,,15 1111 the 

~.~f ·the d1~ 1n1U4UV'~ the Inoama\:"n 1s not. rel.e;t,ed to 

th~ death .&;$ a Itr~®$~ pre¢ond1t1on t4 \1me. :bIilt· 8ther l»:th evw.nts 

~ ~a't.td. ~ that d1"Y1ne 1n1'\1aU~e., wtdCb ~6 the1.1" fJOuree.16 In C'ltber 

WN$,t tJ\e;l:"~ :tSI) pa~ t$nal.i\v :\nth. ln~~t1on and t he whole 

went 1$ nen.. acb1eved un\U theh~et:1on co~ude:s th~ bbl~tion 11:\ 

GoQ, &rld tlIi.$ .on t~ levels. 1.e. ,. In, Cbns\. ~ in Clu:1stSAns,,11 

l$}tot t1'~t tx. d~atb .un '~ RP4$'at.ed out of tilt; tQt.aJ. 'Qdntext 
~t t.he hldemptJ.:'ftl l~t1Qft' wrs suoh tn~tatlQnol theflaton..m. 

. p}'O~i"'1 .1Gm1$.l~. ·and. dQ.traois t.rom file:rMllty at tbe In~t1Qt), 
to begln . ~tn,a$ .~ $, tbe~n~ of 1\ attM \be deeth,,"Pe.$C~ '. 
t1nal.lty" 48 uQd, here 0. • . no't ~ tc; ,tteparat.e' tJ\e events,. tmt. to $hOV . 
that the one MeelMrUy deinand$ the O'tb:et. freclt.s-el1 be.cautio otthe 
bypoe.1J;aUo, Wl1~. tho death ,of Chnat if!! the, 1n~table Ci)uc;:l.'U.,$i.,ll .of hl.s 
1dfmt:U'1cat.Un 'Witb tun. ,$1n ~t, ondUft the Godhead. Tbe thought 
bere .. ·. 4ErffA. '.oped oan.·. be ·.~.···.'.Nd ~. - D\U!' ... _ ~ • • .. ' .... .. J. ' ~ ~p.~ ,' .... '17 .. iRalm. ·· .. ·er, 

. _ , ~~ . . ......, vv t . ,-- -""~ ~ . . M'1. ne ., ". anA &I' . 'It A¥I~" toItI.'... tt~ .-A. Ma ..... ""') ~ 
, .. ' .. ".' . ~ ~.' .. r;Z?'.f ........ ~, . P,p. 2!?6tt~ In.' tb:1.f) w.·· .. ·~ .. · " .·lYe 
,." , ... " Q€O':- ·· rie" . . ... . ' thJ ~. ~ \0 the on~",cel 
~a1ono " o~ the Incamat1()J) on WhiCh th.., .,1)) haSEid and this '-$ the 
1n$1&bt l)f tho htt. 

l;6t,l,. ~ put tho ~~U'ft .,rk or .tb$ C..aasWith1n the total 
~n~ of t.hIi bUth .. ut.. tfllchifi,ih end :re,~"tion of ·our iLow. for 
tl1o,t red_Uw l!"ork lholude • . 41 ·the dlV1J1. OU;t~1$ tl'Olll tnt) ~t 
when- Mary Qon~1v~ b:1 the 11Oly- Ohonl' But _ ~ l'WI..be~ that the· 
ln~Uon 1u.:u" took:pl.aoe- tdthln. ·con~ otl~" pn~"1on &n<'l 
ottb. pt"edet.~ purpo$e ot !Wgbty GQd to rOO~the hutftlU'l r41~a. 
Ilht'1st 1, .• . tb:eLUlb sla.ln fJ'Qln the toundat$Qn of the ~1d.Tb.teto~, we 
do -not ~ in ~rms o~ a p11.o1'~t 1n ~. bat ~thel" 111 te~ of II 
prior ~ acUve pu.r,posefh God-_ "\>'lo'l'd' 1n.~ty..ff .ReNt't S. Paul . 
~. , ~.,. ~ .. ) 'l'hQln~ttwt ·Al'1d the Diton~nt are 1nterdependmt 
:in, ~~epeoUve of ttl:_trion b1stiO,r:!. 

1!f~M ~b1 .. _ ot,_ 'What 'WaS ,. ch1ev$d '!n cn.1$1. a.'t~cbeill to the 
Cb.r!st.Un 1$ furth~ c~e!ld by arbi~ar1li s,~par~Ung t.h~ two· pb&st$ of 
~t.1on~ 6!X1. hASi l~ to a · ,Hrd.r1n1t1on" of the .b~ve and, su'b.j~ 
appl'Oacm ~1 tYOlmet. lit} d~$cl'j.be-e tv(! stages of just,it1catlont h'l the 

. •• ,:v-; . .::.~. ..,~t:.~~;.'-:= 
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St. A~dul:{ and the. Paschal F1n$li't,J .of the Inc~tlon 

f£'ho biblical pOl';sJ)leetl", fld'tf>N$ MO\h(1.1" appt"Oaeh to the Fatholrs, 

:£,U:Jd. !n t he case of A1'ltal'l.4S1'Ue. po$lts t&'1:e qu.estion otwbotn~)i" 'the Greek 

coneepUon Of the d.~1~a:t1Qn ,0'1 ~ include:? rn excludes the 1ntr-1n310 

:redempti.ve s.gn1f'1ceneo ot death. th~~e 1$ 4l douh1.~¢Qnsiderntion 

in'V'Olvecl 1n this prohtb".A, the i'tl'l.1"t It:\tE;rl'..hQi" the :tl'lcarno.ti~;>n (1:.$ such . 1'$ 

separ.atfbd r~ the doath .(l,~ t hC} sour'ee <>.f ~t1Qn and $oeondly. whother 

th~ rc&tOl"aUon ~'IfOl'V'¢d. ;Ul the l~od~lptione.."Wl.ud.¢'G thlil t rt..'11enl :J.mpor t of 

the ~tonefi).oo:t~ In bl'iOf ~ the question uould 'be pbr~ed: does tb. ocntl$pt 

ot "doi1'ieatltm jnclude a sacrifico" and db~ this$\crif1ee 1n~w:le an 

oblaUon.? It h.~ l¢.ng been r$CQgn1~ that Eastern specula1.ion 1'lO~$ 

Against ~ch a coneept\loli~ati()n, aM tb11> for at ),,~-as\ t rlO reason~n it 

d.eanand(S " rQcogn1t1on ot the human lnst.rur..-tal1:ty of the Qoo'th of Cbf;1et . . 

in tho ~Vine ... torkot rcconc1l1./.ltlon lIhUe thi) Ea(lt pl'of~n"«l tQ eoncElnt1'lte 

GIi, tho divinity of Ct..:rut. and 1t po$t~aws tm"th1cal PC1"Sp&ctivo that 

Oillbl"aC£)1 tho h1$t.Qr1~.al dhlentlicm$ or e!in In the 't.'Ot'ld, ~U& 'tho Ea~ 

r.etained " r.wte.phys1eel or1enwUon in tQtm$ of ~t~. 

!nstnne.(:'$ot botnalrl') r~ at. tllmd in Ath~.as:\'Ult.. 'the £'1r,t 

C!&1 be $¢E»1 tn bis F~UO'dt1ort tor cc>nf1n1ng tb~ Wl"(l, 6u'J ((;1.. to thO' 

l~ordl atld t.ho ~all«l he$itan.cy to J"e.fer to Chrut' s unhood a~, a nat\ll'e:a 

tlw,&t. the di'rino Chrl.~t t by thein(J~nt Or h1.s hl1l!1lud.ty •. aeoompl,.sho$ 
It.,edempt1on btl bU lUe and eepoc1.u..y. tho mysteJiies ot h1$ death and 
&lc:w1.t'leat.ion. I n the $«!oi'ld. this ins~ ~usaUty~aChet1 U$ 
througn faith and t.be " CJ'UIOJ'lt.II" (La val.v eoWr1OlOg1que dE) 1a 
r6surrectiol'l du. Cl'U'1st solon &d,nt Paul , ~'t'Jl .. XY..x:tl 1953 • 
pp, • . 2<)5-;3.8) . Thus mel!lptitm "e be1tl~ · ·~tlId 1n the people ot Goth 
the s1lO1"it1eial !.nrQolat1on (oblation) ME! never ceased intbecons()1tft:umese 
ofChr'lst.. 1'bb inB1f.}tlt. cbUt.C!lt1ee-$ Du.rwGU'f ,., work ~~ who tWo 
tho c»nUn,uit, it'i. Chr!.¢rt, in h1~ bmunity ael tb&a~e. -.9 Ufe ~:dng 
Sp1rlt~ It .~$ with ft4hner t s point that eomobo\l Christt $ deat.h 1& 
stll1 prc,9:Gl'ft in the world. 

~. . . . . ct. J . R. !~EtII.1IAlrhc Select TrMt:1ses 9f St. AthAAasiu6 in ~~ 
tt'OVGr8Y 1r1.th t,h" Anans. Vol. .2. (l.o~* Lonsmans Green and Co •• l895) t 
pp. 4it .. 429. - . 

'.,~~.;-::.'~: ...~!;'-~~.~;: 
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ThU$ :in 111.$ l:Iewtbll of the Anan e~ge$i$ ot Pro'll •. U:e2 ( ffthe Lord 

¢l'CI4ted liiQ a begil~n.i.ntl: ·of U14 1$Y~. tpr hie workl:)Jt) •. tak~ 1» .Ille.an that 

Cl)l'i.Eit, 'tW.S tb.~Nf()J~·e a. ct'-l)et:Ul'Ot he 6b.y~u 

~ the (l1'e4tur~$ f b.f:vtng a crea.tod 8$&enC&, ~ or1gi.na:t •. e't 
and are 5{dd to be crooted. Glid 'Of cqu.r_ the Q~t\U"(,) 1$ 
C~tedl but, thu lUGt'e \em "He er~atcd" doos not neCe5S.Ully 
G1g,nity tho: eSlJetmO OJ" the ce:l'!:Ql"ation t but indiCU\t(.Js SQll1cthing 
olea as ooPling to pa.ss 14) Him ,oi'whmu it SP~(s . a.OO r.ct $imply 
that. H11i) ·,(\;O is . 6a,i~~ be. ot"eated t bat-once 1h Rio natu.J:.'l:t and 
s~ 1:1 Ol.~e4~ur4. 

. . \ I . 

Il'i tW..$ ~ge. O VO-Id. G~ to bo re$~ved for 'tbe divJ.ne 

n:at~€t slolrlo , 4\$ it thore 'Wor e 110 human ua.ture 1n th'-fist. In addition .• 

he s~ak$ of GOmothlng ~e.s OOi!Wlg to PAiSe in Sit:l. U l/bich 18 strongly 

suag&st.lvc ot not asswa1ne il created uatuJoe. butot 'being a«tua;i.n~. 

!l.l a 't.s'anGi.ent va::! t W'itb thingal h'\.Wen. by VIq of aocidEWnt. ratMl"' t.han 

,nat.u.ltt. :tio l}a$ ~ 1n tact". $0 detlCribed t he I ncam.e.t1otu 

" In the ~ way it ;"$ poeel'b1e in tn .• LoJ"4' fl 1nstencG also 
to ~ .... talla mght, tohat He did DOt beOqme oth~l" than 
H • .u.t QU ta1d.ng t;h8 neah. bu.t being the SQIO a8. betOHt 

Ho v.s ~ in 1t~ 

Chl'iat i ,$ ~ewed also 4$ the W"Ord tmo took to himself t he 

ooonoJ:WJor lU$$ll)n o! restoring the 'WO~s 01 creation. and thi6 is 
" J paraUJ¢ed Yith tho ~manhoodn( Q.u9fw rfl voy ) t4 tho Word 1n d~ . 

.., I . zt 
e<mtrastto ihb Ib('.tJltWllC$1I t ou<Y \(1... ) .. ' . Or. a.gain. what ItC8t!1$ to pass 

::tn hinlf'lllas ll()t a. 1\:I8:ttev or :nat~. bat '1l!d1!l\1d . ~Qm.$t.h1n!.t q,u':U.tat1ve. 

some sort. $t il t-.novation".22 III ~ caS$, there ir:> a. ~Y;.,(1ble pr:~ 

oecup4t10n Y.1th 1;..~diYin1tY' of t1\e HO~ f alt11O~t a fear of ~sso¢1at1n 

19Jh A~Il. 11 t 405. 
m ·· n ~ •• v ,.: 

~., 51. 

~ .. ~. 

" .. ~S",'~ "'>;~~~'J.-:: 
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him With ~lS ct'eflt.ocl , lest. Hc 'be oalled a ':;~(i!~tu.r&, Thus he does 

not 11ko t~ ~t the ~al1ty of Ct1l'lst't $, dea-th Qc~ th$'f,tl.u,':U.ti:c.la..t:).ot! , . 

he ~.'ll:akGlJ in thG to1l.onlng stntamoht ind1e~~G~ "For lio made eV&n. th.o 

Ql'lllati,o.n hr$3l{ silence) in ~"wt &VEm at his death. ~"\)llo'Us ~ r.e4te .•. 

'Or ro-ther .at fiis Mtual trophy OVfJr death .... ,,23 Charactoris-tball.y 't.b.i.s 

thouGht if} $bQdiod. in ttw I'~ texts tfu.1ch dOSCll'ibe Christ ottOl'~g 

U10 bo<\1 to doot.~. ul~¢n :uh1ch ltO"..ma,iatt "ts ro~~, Z~~ ,4th tho 

;1mpr'ea,i1:m tbil.t lie OOQ$ ll~t, n.t a.ll ~. 

I t Sh01U.~1 be l'lotod t hat lH.l1nna$1u,t) 1$. usuinc ngainst th~ 

Ar-i.ru''l(J t"mo hAd af!~ed that OhriEl.t ... ac.r~t'Ul'G. Q n.'lfiite$i'. di:.dOl" ... 

tion flt the bypo~tie union, :mel JUst. a. At.hanalliull dafqnded .Dlol'lYeius. 

his 'Pt'odaceQGOl" at Al~dria. wa had obsCJ.UVd tho divinity 01 Christ 1n 

(lirJ?has:hin~ his tl10tulctfleaf t.tQm tne ' ethel' ~ga1nst tho SabelUane..2!i 

nOloi "h9 l':d.m$<!!lt ~qu,ucd def~o after ~rentlf Qbscur.1.ng the humanity 

of Christ 1n c»..npha.s~:z1ng h1~ ~ualit.y tr.1th 1;.h.e Father agflinstthe Ariana. 

'!h~ ~condel~nt. m1l.1tA~lg atta1n$t ·an ~l'cSBion 1n A tban.a$1U8 

o£ tho' pasc;haJ.. f1n$l.itfof the l:n~tion a$ SIl..c,d£ic!t# end ohlatlon 18 tile 

nlt1~tap1~S'$1c:alft proocCUipat,1on 'With <\ls69d. and. J.~QQ,.~O' (rJ., 1n c1'4)at:\.<)n and 

t'oc:ea.Ucm.. tbis p$l~ecU~ h1uhl1tt\~ the "t4'Msjp."'esslon m t:etms of 

nature ti4lther then will and· ooncer:M .itself }t.tt,h ~th and· COl"wpt1.on 

.... 4,", " ... " ............ _ A_~ .... ,,,,,.t; :e. ,,, .... ,,,er ""PI' ;;;"wo. wu.<. b~l; , 

2)~ :tl"l.C~ . 19.' . 

24d • ,A. Arien12$" ll . 69; S!. .~ S . lt j ¥ZZu. 
25 ' . . .... 
~ $9it-JmSQ 0Wi!~i . 5 • 

. ' 26rtlil~QU).d bo noted that the a,ntb»ppplcgy bt A tbanaetus' doea 
not adto1 to \.\1$ d1SUn~} man is C;OnQe1v~ a, a "1'8. TM Q~6UnQt.:1on 
is ou~~. net his • 

. . ~! .. ~:::~;' . ...~t;:-:.~;~;; 
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The aton¢lll.Gtit" Q,s' thE) puchal. fultUlment Qf:tn. l.ne~tion* requires 

lI'e$l. (:l:~ent·t, ol" reconelJ,1a:t.1cn.as\fQU as. tI; l"eltontion 'wh1-ci:l 18 

notcontainoo in t hE;} pur~ metaphyGieal categories. OllG w.amplemay be 

cited h$ro. and t he lllDojor disou:s~on ~$orved 1'01"· Chapter T~ifO. Otl llcreation·l • 

For t h1scaUSG, then. dl)ath hav;U\g gained, upon 1)W,.'\ , e.nd 
corruption abiding llPQn th_. the raee ot man ~a.p pedcll~EU 
the:ratio11fU man made in, God ' ($ image was dl~p~~~ing D:nd the 
handiwork of God \tal il1 pJIOCesa PI d1sS01ution~ "Cl 

I t $8eI1lS VM1J uril..ikc1l;, '\hat a study ,t4At hanasius that centEi1"tl tht) \~o$tel'n 

philosophy 0: man. tdU arn va at /my flQtton of a paschel t!nal.i ty in the 

I nc&rtlat1on 9 Yet, a:n6theJ! Clpproach l'emAine operu that lS, the bibllcal 

cat$gol'1eS. Sp~oul.ation J!laY lEind a centrlbut10n to the l"«iem.pUve $1sn1-

tl@nee Q:! .deati\ by ti\1ding in it a wpreme or def~utive (It't11'1l'lAtion of 

t he Wit t,"la.t. Wf.i!rl:, bei¢re and new is. as it pa¥.tSElG out .or tim~. CX>l:ll.p.let.e 

:1Jl tJ~t ~:ro$sion'J28 t he hibllc& inl;'ligh.t will pQ1ntou<~ thQ Parti~· 
:.tty ,or Op6(f!fiea.'t:1bl'l. of that a.ft~tiou in t he phra$e til mn g'Oing, to the 

FatherlJ:29 ( JQXm 7::33; 13:1) , and thus $do the ideas of 'IiIaM1.fice and obla-

tion. 

Th~ :t:iJrt.1lIDt.'tI'lat Ath.a.rlasiu$ 1& d.~ent on sacred ,setiptUl'e; 1$ 

at on~ &'Vident :from. glance at t.~$ table RobiJrtsQn iucludes i l1 his 

21L\.,. · 6 . . ~la. ,t .• 1. 

28'rhe ChlU'Oh teachQt.hat th. Significance of death is that the 
p(J$sihUiV ·of inQ;t"it, demerit. or conversion e.nds. Cf. t he stateI(j.Gnt 
(not av.thor2:~t1ve) hom the ~ ,L*pnf;.P of 1 Vatican VII. 564 ... 65. 
4\$ ~on~ed 1r~.lhi ~ ~ •. John " . Clarl(son utal (cds) , 
(St. Loui$, 1,10. , B. ~. '1~331~ 891. While th1$ Utdt.4Uon of the pe1"lod 
or l!led ,'t,ing ft'elts on, UQd1 s frtY.Qr<ll.nanoo. 'tl:l.@o $Oems t.o be ~ome :ra.ts.Onale 
that l1rlke it.intrinstc.uy totheJl$ture of doath. Part.1cuu..rJ,y 11' we 
e~eept ldth 1tam.l>-r.(2a~ 11'l.e'i0pz BtJlglh., aa-ej.t. i tho G1..."d.QlQgic&l 
e3WWS of death 1n QUl"Uvee &~ .,,~'thit 1$ f~ ocn$W!ll'l&ted, wben 
theacUv~ p~sonal $clt a:rtirmation b 1'lSade dti'irlitiw. The CO'Utinu1ty 4f 
thb atfi~t1on is 'Df.sed ton OlU' belng $piritual t.:tngs .• 

29!hu':rwell l s additon to ftahn .. t ~ theoloQ o£ death. See not& U . 
a'bov .... 

" .. ~ .;-::- ';;,::",'; .. ,>r:.<,~.;:. 



I 

-

\lOre on. Athal'lasiU$ .. ~ and Gwtk1n Obse%'~s 'that uH1G WQ .. k~ ~e OM 

¢Qnt1nu.ous SPPiilal to $~r1,ptUl'G f 'll ~M1ng :1n ~ l'ootno,ta, 

'fhe ~re numbcr of h1$ ,quotations 1s «d,..g1'l1fi.CMt. The 
~ ItlJti};:t6inS l051n 2l

;. patws. t.h. e t hree 9t.a;t:1.2ne~ cem rt/ ~ .. ' .. c 918 in lSlpagt)SH t'l'he ,Soi S;lme4'6Q 1," Q. 

l'la:t'ra ~ \"0 of eventi.:l, ~ th2.t it eontAi.l'l$ r tm'GJ:" ' but the 
ih$t.£\."\t a doa~1nG 'hQ.ft to 'bfl o~tabli9hQd ( 0. 49) he gives a 
scrios Qf tMt'ty qllotatiQns. And these .(U"e T~()t mcrelY' oma". 
mtl1'tel. {l.a 'Wh~f HG quotes ll(;t"ma~. but. rmbGtanticl. PSl"ts o.f 
hisar:g;umcl'1:t .• 

2;0 

Athl.l.'n:lsiUG, then,, /iir'Qunds himself' 1m tl\<ll $sCl"cd Scnptu.ro. If'. 

,c.s in k Dl1'Wt~f t pal'$gaph ;,1 no ~.uoys t ho nor .. .,..bib11cal categories 

againt}t t h,¢ Ari@ ontolog;r. he ~:ill bG found all tho lmilo :1:n$~$ting tnat 

the bi"bl1cll'J. te~:;t uould b~ 'lIl¢1"e accr.ll'ate and Gl).sier tQuse. In hie 

Gal'liilr work he nad, dec).D;J'ed1 "FQZ' al thc:rugh the sac.roda.nd inspired 

Scr:i,pt~ ~.t'l SQ£:tieiE;'nt to dsolaro tho trut.h .. .. ll$ l'Ittu.;t 4C!i'il!"Jm.ca't,G 

in mt1ng to you ~t w teamed tNm them~" '2 lie 1s much tnOH at 

hOOlO away !rQmpM,.l.oeophical $peeulatlon and ~..ology. The famous 
C I 

W.tohtolO.rd OjA.oO VCl-IOv aweer(l 'b1.tt once in M.e WO.l."k ag~inst thQ Ar1ans, 

He is I.'IlI)re COllCe.m~ vitAl raea.n1ng~ ,and the spirit rath~ thU ~e 

wJ:ds • and this ,characteristic ap:pl"OSieh to sacred 5cripturQ cetray8 

hiG expel"U$&. as· tl; 'b1bl1al th~g1an. d.e~1te, ., r'e'!l shol'tQomings. 34 

p. 48. 

4. 

:, (" n.; 

:30 . ' i . ~ Q:e.. c_t~ . pp. 58, .. 91. 

Jl~l:.vit¢,~e. 2! A!.:i~"ispt. (Carn,oridt!:e: &izhton DQU 8 COt 1:900), 

~ -£. ~. 1.). ct. ~ •• 45ft., i4 ~§ AemU. 
&! SetAii~ " . 

. 'ie!. J6!)n H. Nm.wm, S,el;9?~ Arge}~!!t,F . Q! ~t;,. l\t-PJ~~i}\! ~ 
~n~~~ lr1l!6i1ill_ .(Vol, .. 2, LQmoni1.an~. ~&n and 00 •• 
1 '5 t 1',2. 'The 1n~tan¢e i .$ found in s. M1!*l$la 1.9, 

Y+cr• Gtmtki n. s.a~ ... t!¢t.j, p~ 7'. 'rhus Athtm!l~1tu". mU'amllicr 
wit:h BebNW. baee'tS bits whole QPO$'lt:io:n ·of the tm from h"oVer-C$ 8 ,t22 
(f!Thn, Lord O1't;a.ted me it l.)es1nnints of his ~~y$ fQf.' His w-orks tl ) on the 

~"-~.!::.i-\~. '·h~:-·~.,.~ 
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He 1nsistel agaiJlet t he Ariene that a text 111116\ not be taken from con';,: 

text.).5 and he follows what he admonishesl:36 the context extends not 

only to the $pecific passage 11'1 question.37 but to the larger frame

work of revelation as a whole. 3B 

'the suggestion that. the biblical categories of Athanas1us are 

more cOl1lpaUble with the idea of the pa~bal. 1'tnallty Of the incQ'nation 

.receives someconfi:rma-Uon from HarnackJ 

01'1 the whol., therefore, the ooncep't1on ot sacrifioe is 
re$lly alien 11'1 the view of the Greeks to the stl'ict theory of 
Christtssigni.ticance. It found its way 11'1 through exegeai. and 
the MYsteries and threatened the compactness of the do~t1e 
conception. ac.cording ·to whioh everything that Chr1at did was 
SUDlIled up in the ·ssmp}..et,sa,f!!!!R»9 ~t. 39 

2l 

Scripture and the :Ut.urgy provide a per.speethe that phU080phy 

does not. It has been point.ed out that the lU. of the ehurClh has not 

$uff~ed from the inadequat.e theories ot the atonement as they have 

been PJ'Ol)Osed through the centur1eB _ause the atonemMt has alwQ.ys 

been present in the sacraments.~ In a s1m1lar way the return to the 

Histranalaticm of the LXX verdon which had tlUDSt1tuted "created" to.r 
"possessed." In the LXX the two words bear a hs81l¢l1allCe to each oth.r. 
In anothel" case, he c:hanged h1a exege'.is ot the text otl-uke 10122, 
"All things W8I'e de1hered to M~ by M1 FattuII". ~nd none knoweth Who 
the Son 1.;. save th. Father; and Who the F.th .... it. save the Son. and 
he to whOlll8OeVel" the Son wUleth to "veal Him.' In bh work In illud 
Qmna.a. be l"etel's the 'au thing.- to the naedtatortal work of Christ, 
.not. his e".nUal nature 1 wbUe 11'1 21 ArlanS. UI. '" h. does apply 
it to hie e8s~t1al nature. but not in the aens. of creat.ionl what the 
Son has i. g1ven, but accord1ilg to the perfect nature ot the Father. eter~. 

3'~. AlW. II. 44. 

~ •• III. 1ff. 

:3?~.. II, 11. 

~ •• 12-14. 

39Ado1ph Harnaok t H&,Vrx 0' Pge (Vol. ;; New York. Russell 
and Russell, 1958) ,p,. :314. 

ltORobert S. hul. 2£. s1!.." pp. )OUt. 

"!!!r} ,~" ..,~t:-7":>f,.:~ 
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New Testament 1n formulating a theology of the atonement bas placed 

it in the proper pel'spect1ve of the dlvine 1n1Uative" so that it 

becomes one event with the incarnation" now viewed in itst1nallt.y as 

the saorificial oblaUoh t hat restores and reconcUes man to' God. 

Sacred Scripture is much neer t han thephUosophers Who place 

death in man's nature as ~mpos1te b,fobserving that it is there as a 

consequence of his history (Rom. 5;12 .. 21) • This divis10n suggests 

that the contrast between Eaet and West at the time of Athanasius ,may 

be treated in a $1tn1lar manner, It t hel'estol'ation of nature comes 

about in a deii'1oation, the history 1.8 transtol'l'l1ed I tbe:re b Qnly one 

event. for the deitloation is the trusf01'lllat1on ot man who has a 

h1st.o:ry, Cln1.st_ beconm1ng pl'esent in history ha.s a SOlidarity with 

all men that 1& nonetb$less real w1 tbout 'being Platonic. and his action 

in history has an openness through his human natU1"e wh1ch sull$1sts in 

the Word to all men who are identified with HiDl. 

This divislon between nat'@e &nd bistol'Y :1s not questioned; as 

Dunwell notest IlMore than any legu reparation 01' iIIOral convers1on, 

the Redemption is a real. transtormation. for man's sickness 18 in 

22 

the reality ·of his nature, n41 Yet Uthe discussion is confined to the 

level Qt nature. the dUf!mIrI\a arises t hat either evU 1sa fUbstanee or 

l114n is not. redeemed, ChJ1.st identified with ou,r nat~. bUt not our sin. 

and so s1n., a .S guUt. is of the will; in this sens., Chri st ""dentates 

t he bias of nature towards evil. by Sarlct1ty1ng the will. RedSJllption then, 

is the ongoing reality ,0£ Christ aS81m1lating men 1n hj.s paschal con

sc:tt>uaness through the lUe of the Ch\U'ch .. It 113 a tact of history that 

. 4l. .-. t 

Qe.. si.t.. p. 4:3. 

" .. ~!:/:;; . ~"f.;:~v.-::. 
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Chr:ht bee_ AnQ 1& the "lite .. gitfng Sp1rl.tt it 'l'blls the b1blioal 

theologian Fr.. DurwEm.. feat) achn1 t with A thana s·:1u $ that redEllnpUon is 

directed towal'ds h~ natU1"e.~t.hl1Ut abandon1n€ t he historical. per-spec ... 

t,ive by Which Chl"ht ~dMtU'ie$ With ·and. transforms the hurtlan s1tila't1on 

ot be1J)g al1~ted from the Father.42 In this Ught. ~ther modern 

theologian CX>l!.\pel'e$ Cbri:~t' .$ , deetb te a stream' 01" '8 sprifig' that tlpours 

into those 'Wllo bEilievefl for '., . 

His death did nE>t take pl.aC6011ce fOl'all. in an absolute sphere 
eoJnPl,etely detA.¢h«i from b1sto~.. ! t; 9Xerdses a tNe powel' ¢ver 
Chns,t.iM bumani~ •. i'h.e death ot Chri.et br1ngsabout in us e,. state 
0.£ d:eatb ~d $epaitat1on by a trul!il. 1.ntJl1n.1~ cau&al1.ty, It has a 
causal1ty anal.(}gou$ ,to that :of 'the nsen ).1£e. {lhr1$Uan lUe :1& 
thus \Ulderthe tel'nll'e of Christ ~ $ death ~ te$Urrection,4, 

HlswI'1Wldn.a'tiure tIi).l6t berelat.a ina theolof!,Y of the 

aton-.nt. l3ece.U8e Chi-1st is, the Hrdernpt10n b an bls\:.crioal fact; and. 

bec,,"use Christ is what Be is. ~,e ... the G<;d0lll1Wl. the reciem,t:1on b 

1ntrin$!e 'to human ne.~.w1thout Ce4SUlg tQ be a gU~. The nature 

that Christuswned 1& d~;Vibit$d w1thout boling les~ hwun and it 

l'ca~hosto U$ tdtl1.out 'be1ng tlK!1"e h~n. Nevertheless. , d1Vieion tor 

the s.ake of analy$i$ ~tween hil1!tory and na'tiUl'~ w:Ul. facilitate 1$ 

e.PPI'Q8Cn to Atharu~.lJius that appree18~$ his inSight without minlD'lizing 

his def~c1eneY'~ The q.u$$'tiono! Cht!.$\ beoGl!I.I:d.ng "'le6~ human" in Hi$ 

di'rin1Za\lon 1n'ttodu¢e.s the PrQ'blem of t.hf e.igtdJ;1eane:e Athana's1us 

atte.ohe$ t.9 cotNPt1onol' alteration in 'bis discuss:A.on ot $1n and re

creation. but 1\$ PJl'~ con~xt is reveJOlSed .. b$oa'~se he deals with man 

and~eat1on Wor., Cl.n,·~st and ~eat1o'h Theques't.ion ot Cht'bt 

be(:oJlUd:rl;g '~o1"q h~ti wh4n d1V1n1eation 1, '$fe",~ to th$ redeei!l$d 
t- I . r or ·'T. . '0 ", it " 

42,."" ..... ~'f pp." ,)5 ... 7'(. 

43tuQle:n Cerfaux, Cbli$l~ .1a. thJr TbW It ~!I ~aJ*. t);'8nS. 
Geofhey Webb and Adrian \.Jalkel'. (l~w 'York. • ~F Ell' and Herier" 19.59) f 

p. 12'7 • 

~ - .. '~;':::';;;; ,:,,:: . ..i.~;j;;; 
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2 HUMAN NATuaE AND THE ATONEMENT 

Athanaaiu$ in CcntrOVers,y 

The CouncU ot Nicea sUnd$ at the head ot one ot t he most 

interesting per10ds of t he Church. When the bishops retUrned to their 

sees late in ,25. t he problem tor whioh they had been called together 

to $Olv.l had 0.nl1 begun.- Arianism would not tall before the ~~<l(;)o .:) 4"' 0 

without. stFuggl.2 and t he bishops would di.cover that a condemnation 

o£ heresy was dUterent from ~ explicitaUon ot belief.3 The Trinitarian 
, k 

lconstant1ne. not the bishops, issued the call tor the CouncU. 
He had decided to support the nw religion tor the ,ake of peace. and so 
was "quite content to accept what.ver decision was reached. Ros1us, 
bishop of CordoVa, hown.r, probably pl'O"dded SQlIla 1ntluence and may 
even have sugges\ed the -general" councU.an idea "grandiose enough" 
to \eIilpt an etIlperor. Cf. Gwatkin" e- cit •• pp. 17ft. 

, ~ot neceasarlly doc\rinal. The dJ'ama of pOll U<=al intrigue 
has prompted a •• commentators to divide the hlsto17 after Nioea 
between tne tleccl •• ustical orthodox" $lld lI1mperlal. heterodox." It 
would be ruh to s.. any cleQ' wtdi ,,18101'1. for none of the Nicenes 
appear to have objec~ When the 1mperl.al llOWer exUed the Ari$lls after 
the CouncU. Atter the S1tm1an Manitesto 0.57). when the AnQmeana 
expOsed the tenetaot Arianism w1thoutatt.empting to disguise t.h_. 
the cont.roveriy beoame dootrlnaJ.. (ot. Gwatkin t . sm- s1tl. ppe 161ff.) 
Up to thie point the dlstino't1onvas between ANioene" Christians and 
tlArian ll Christiarus, both groups, e. g . _ us1ng theeame Churches, alt.hough 
exceptions a,. present.. Antioch had an uncompromsing taction of. . 
Arian8 in contrast to the N!cenea at Alexand.l-1a. 

Jrhe orthodox co\!ld agree that Ar1anism was het.erodox; but 
whet.her the 1iQ!9su.1gn was orthodox was 8omet.hing elee. A large majority 
of the blebops ret.UI'l'led to their .ee8 with little or nc collll1l:1ttment to 

a word that wa,s "unsc;rlptural. II suggestive of Sabelllanbm (at least 
later in the wake of MarceUu$, who saw more cleal'lythan the N1cene. 
t hat the bfl!!99Ufl.99 indicated orumeSS or ident1ty as well as equaUty). 
unQezo to",er ecc18aiast.ioal cond8Jllna'tlon( against hul of Samoaata at 
t he COUllOU of Antiooh 1n 268), and ,even 1lIlpl.1ed SOllie phUolOph1c 
dUficulty (a third sub.tanc. or 0\181a, C(I1ImIOn to Father and Son and 
pr10r to them.) Language had neither reacbed a preobion that could 

-" ~:: ... ;''::;'~~;" ..:~?f.r.~;,':':~ 
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and Christological debates had begun. and now they would fill the next 

four centuries. 

The struggle aga1nst, Artan1S11l4 provides the historical setting 

toJ;' St. Athanasius. the "champion of ()rthodo~.IIS His life is determined 

by the ebb and flow of the powers around 'him;. 1n and out of exile, he 

writes in re'ponse to the varying stages of t.be controversy, 6 prepal"ing 

his defense, att8lllPting to witl over wavering bishops, answering a letter 

about the life o£ Antony. reblltt1ng the .bien exegesee, and so on. In a 

very l"eel .en... he 18 a sign of the -'\Ur1't¥ the Church had reaohed at 
r I 

Nie .. , tor the application of the philosophic c)-coo<rlo'iWas an admiseion 

. that, an appeal to the hrule ot faith- would not satisfy the ontological 

dissembling of a heretic.7 Pblloeophy bad to meet with ph1losophy. And 

conta1ri a metapbJe1es of per8C)nal1ty nor ,a universality that could 
embrice East and West. Cf. OWatld.n" e,a.2!l •• pp. 46ft; Bright (ed.) 
Ti' OraUons !! St. Athana,1u. againtt ~ A£1W (Oxford; Clarendon. 
17;). p. xv. . 

4Not so easily oategorized. Newman notes (S4egt I£litis!!. 
~. e1t ... p. 28) that th .... verethree faotion. fl'Qm the ' start, Arian. 
prop.r.. a Semi-Arian reaction, and the ius.bean court puty. Actually 
there were few Ariana until the AnoJll881us deoided to torego the compro ... 
m1singapirit of the anti ... N10.nes; bT then (m1d..cen\ury) the doctrinal 

points had undergone considerable revision in an extremist direction. 
so that the Sem1-Ariana about faced in theironginal reaction to the 
Hieenes and now opposed t.he Anollleans. 

5x.egend tends 1;.c) aceeptlllOre than faot accords. and this 1s 
as tne of A thanasius u arrr oth.r man wil() has affected the drift of 
h1stol'1. Until ApoU1.narlus lent hie phllo.ophy to thecontrovel'sy. 
there was considerable ~lgu1ty on the mol'. Ch,1stologloal question 
of Christ', human soul and free w1l1. Gwatkin suggests that Athanasil,1s 
vas to some .xtent guilty of, SabeU1an1zing Christ. (sm. cit •• P.:(0) 

6with the exception Ot his two tr.aUses s.. C3!nt., and s!! l.eS. •.• 
all h18 major worfC'e are affected by their direction agAi.nst the heresy 
that broke ou.t around 318... These two works appear to baYe eeen written 
betore then. 

7 Their characteriitic evas10n pertains to sCriptural interpolation. 
but not without. deliberate confusion of such words as agennetop. (Cf • 

',!!:f.";~· "\':f~~:-::' 
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yet,Athana15iu8 is not a philosopher; he 18 fOJl'ced todef'end an hunscriptuUlh 

word,8 and all the wbU6 understands that theology must take account of' 

meanings. as well as words.9 He .faces a conception that so completely alien

ates the Father from His creation that it would perish at his touch;lO 

that expects atonement from a created mediator. neither God nor man,ll 

and that finds the vital prine1ple of sanctification in e. Spirit far 

beneath the dignity of even the first of cre.tures.12 This repudiation of 

the Trinity tng_gee the dialectic of what he knows frOlllSacreci Scripture: 
, I l " 

,2.. AtlanO't I. :30-34; 2!. Deeretis 28,_' tf; 2! Smrr;$ 116ft.) The word can be 
taken to refer to creation 01' generat10n. As rest1ge . notes (.Qs!s! An 
fakbUp Th2l!fht Londoni S.p.e.K •• 1956 ). p. 135& "But _the main source 
of biB (Or1gen 81 difficulty lay ~ the fact that no satiSfactory distinction 
has 8S yet ~en clearly drawn between der1 vation and oreation. It (Cf. llWt •• 
pp. 17-.54; lJ.5-lJO; 1.51-56). Ariu& was taking advantage of this COnful1otll 
"For ye say that an of:tspr1ng i$ tbe sallie· as a wrk, writing 'generated 
Or 1Iiad.'-"(,9. •. Ar1anoa, II. 20). - .. 

'. 8Cf.Robertson, sm.. sa& •• p. niU. "Least of' aU ".s Athanas1uI 
the author of t.~e b).loo60",o" , hia whole attitude toward the famous test 
is that of loyal acc.p~ce and assimilation rather than of native inward 
affin,.ty.· Athana$1ue15 conatantly apologidng tor his use of this type 
of language rather than the expressions of Sacred Scripture. 

9Ct. Newman, SejectTreatises, ii •. ...2!1 •• po 3631 !tOne ot the 
characteristic points in Athana~ius 1s h1.sconstant attention to the 'ense 
of doctrine. or the MMing of writers, J.n prater_ce to the v.ry words 
used. ThlJ.8 he scarcely uses the symbol o)l-.oeucrH" (one in substfmce), through
out his Ol"atiQn8." 

lOCf. StPtCFff*1h 8) s- Adano! II. 24-6; 30. At times Athanasius 
seems to expr8$8 a s1m . ar opinion. a8 in ~ •• 64. -For they could not 
have endured Hb natur., whiCh was untempeHd splend()Ul'. even that ot 
the Father, unl ••• condescending by the Father's love for man He had 
IUpported them and taken hold of th!IID and brought them into existenoe. fl 
For hUl, however. the reterence is to 'being in the Word 80 as to continue 
in existence; ~ 18 not the product Of His mediation in an QJIlanationist 
s.nae. 

U et• d! §msslll• 15-19. 

12cf. £. ~. III, lS, !d.AnUocbenOI. J. Atbanas1u8 rev1ew8~ 
the teachings of Al"illtibj qu.oting extraots frOm the heretic's 'lUlie. (now 
lost) 1n $,. ~riang8 I, 5ft; and at S;rn9d1$ 15ft.; 

~ .... .;': ... ';:- . "'~~-'f~lj.;:: 
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that God was .in Christ reeonCi.l1ng the world to himself13 (2 Cor. 5119); 

that the Son knows the Father 14 (Mt. llJ2?). and that sanctity is in 

". 1.5 ( 4) the Spirit of the Son. 1 In. 312 • Athanasius recogniees that the 

transcendtmt d111inity is in close contact wib His creation. From the 

very beg1nn1ng.. in fact, the world is So gU'ted with the presence ot 

the Word that it can be said to be II graced. " 

on Cr$ation 

A thanasiu$ begins his treatbe 2n th~ lnsu;nation 2! the 1'!2m 

with a consideration of the creation of man.16 This h(ls led to the 

accusation of his \-lestern critic:; that he ob$c\U"es the histor1city ot 

the Incarnation by contusing the grace of l"edempt1on wit.'1. that of creation. 

But this prEl8Ul!les that the dialectic of Athanasiu, 1n bis description of 

redem.ptlon begins in tbe dist.inct1on between nature andgs-ace in 

creation wheree.s he is concerned to depict the ¥'Gstorat.ion of man as a 

whole. It m1ght be bettel' to follow his desCJ'iption t.'1.an 1mpose our 

own categories of thought on it 'trom the beg1nn1:ng. 

According to Athanasl~. man' 8 Ilf,t1U"al state 18 explained by 

the tact that he is a ~reature called out of nothingnes$, and th8J!'efote 

13 . 
Cf. £~ A[iMOS III. 6. . . . 

14Cf ., S Epa" Q9Pts Apwt1 16~ i!. PtH!t~:!h 21; $1- Arianos II, 22. 

1.5 ct. a. A.a!Qge. It 43. 
16 

Cf. S! lni .• 4.1& 'You are wondering. perhaps. for what 
possible reason, having proposed to speak of the Incarnationof the 
Wori,'We are at present treating the origin of JI,I&1'Ik1nd. But this, too, 
properl1 belongs to the aistt ot our tl"eat1 ... " Athanasiu$ goes on to "'71 
that the reasqn of His c;om1ng was "our transgression" $nd ttforour sal. .. 
vation." The cOI!II8entatoxos point out that Athanasius tends to see the 
acts of creation and 'reo):'eation as one single work. ct. Shapland. (ed), 
Th! Letters sl.· ,st. AlAy'i}' cencernipg lhl .... U2k SpVit (New lork' 
Philosophical L.j.brary. 9.5l. p. 37. or of being 101Orked out 1n physical 
rather than ethical categories. Cf-. Robel'tsoni mat cit •• p. lxx • 

;~~'-t:: .. ~ .. /t:-'f~''.7? 
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subject to return to nothingness. 

For ~j7 by nature mortal , inasmuch he ifJ made out of what 
i$ not. 

Alida ,single body 1$ eompoe;edof these d1etinct parts ,.. haVing it,s 
parts combined for uae. but, de'at1hed to be d1V'ided in OQ~se ot 
time when ~ture, that brought them rgethershaU divide them at 
the wUl of God . \-mo so ordered it"l , , 

The death 'Which befalls men comes to them agreeably to the weak .. 
ness of their naturel tel' unable 'tc) C()ntinue in one stay, they are 
diseo1 ved with time. 9 

Yet. this natur$lstate is hypothetical because as a matter of' fact. 

m.a.n was cl"eated otherwise' 

for God has not only made u. out of nothing; blt He gave us ~Elely 
by the Grace of the Word i a lite in correspondenee with God. 

10Ueis different from "product.," and a lite in correspondenoe with 

God is by to 1n oont.rast. to mere "llte." Thus, 1h relation to man . the 

word , "ohation'" is not at all suf1'ici.enti t.h ... e 18 $lao a It gene sis II t 

For God not only e:reated them )f b$ !nen, but called them to be 
eons. as having begotten them. 

Man is both product and eon.. created 'out ot nothing" and 

IIbegotten according to God, If From this point on, it will be dUficult 

to keep the tw sepal'ate; a5" for ~e. can be noted in the apparent 

attl'1bution tty Atha:ns.s1ul3 Of rationality to ~ "begotten in the Image." 

Reason seems to be dependent. not on man ' s nat.\U'e as created. but on hie 

nature as begotten; tn this perspective it WQuld not be intrinsic to 

human natu'l!8 in actual faot. Before this 18 brought out, it is necessary 

l'" a lD2 •• 4.6. 
18 

•• t4nMs. 28.4. 
19 !it IDs.., 21.4. 
20 · Iba,d •• 5.1. 

/' 

21£. Ar1an9§ II, 59. 

. ,-, :~~··t:/~· ~"'~:'7 . .:~~,:! 
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to des~n'be ltIOJ'e precisely man • S nQture &$ II geneJl!ated~ " 

Seeing thtm .ul oreat"<i natu.r8. as far as its QWl'l laws wer$ eon .. 
cerned,. to be tleetingand subjett to di8eol~Uon. lest it should 
come to tb1s ~ lest t.'le Universe should be broken up again into 
M1;.h1ngnes8, for this cause. He made aU things by His CJWn Eternal 
Word ••• FoX' (creation) ~~es of tne Wol"d Who de~'ive$ truo 
existence from the Father. . 

God. then. holds creation together in His WOrd_ so that 

regardless of the fall 1t WOUld perish without this presence. Intrins1 .. 

oally t creation 1s IlfleeUng and subject to dbsol.ution." and so it 

'l'eceives 1'roil1 its treat-ot a f\u'tnel' gUt of grace above and beyond 

nature that en~les it to 'iJstayi! in existimce~ The gift is not a. 

quality. but t.he presence of the WoN Himaelt. Who brings with Him to 

creatiQll the gilts of reason and immortality. This aspect becOlI1es very 

notic~ble when A thanasius defends his ~egesis of Proverbs 8 .• 22 against 

the ~riall interpretation" The Word is not the first product of c1'eation. 

He is not one of the creatures at. all.. ljrt. he is the oause of their 

23 ., v' being the l"eflect.ion of ~. 'l'hue Christ isCl? .... '1 in orf)tltion not as a 

begil:m1ng simply. but a$ a oau-sal. beginning outside \he series. The Word 

is £11'$1;. born. not as an exteJ'Ml and created instrument of the Father 

:in creating, but He is internal and connatural at all t1mes with the 

Father, It is no surpdse that Athana8i~1l draws out the para1lelopin1on, 

just as the Word is present as ~y X~ in the creation. the Word is 

present as ~fX~ in the recreat1on, thr'()ugh the incal"natiOn. It is in 

this .tramfi\.lOrk that he sometimes calls the body an ' instrument a¥~,d.."cN) 

as it it were the. point cot leverage by lIhiQh the d1 vine entered OUr 

lIacel "Being God, He had His Qlm body. and using this as an instrumen:t. 

22~ Si!ntes. 41.:3 •• 

2Jct. 51.. AM2', n. 78. 

. -.. ~::::~ .j"; .~. ,:,, ~T;::-~;,.-:; 
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24 
Be became .man for our sakes •. " The body is instrument in retrospect to 

the incarnation ratbertban with ref'erence to the atonement; but tht. is 

not the ordinary usage. 140re often. the body 1s t hat which 'is assumed 

in order to be sanctified and become the SOlU"Ci3 of the Spirit. 25 This 

sanctification of l'ds manhood s.s ¢<mce1 ved by/. thana s1:us has given rise 

to a Platonic interpretation, as if the Word assumed the hUJllsn species. 

Yet there is not trace of idealism,but rather a hint that he has caught · 

the Pauline import of Christ as the "quickening Spirit." and 16 pro

posing that Christ's humanity is the source of salvation. This will be 

taken up later. 

Aside from creation being ~.ta1n~ by t he presence of the 

Word (as if it too were generated) there 18 another g1ft which it 

receives. 

God. Who baa the power OYer all thing, wMn Se waa JUldng the race 
of men through Hb own· Word. seeing the weakness of thei!' nature. 
that it was not S\l1'ftc1ent o.f :itself to know its maker ••• makes thelil 

after H18 own Image and alter His likenesst so that by such grace 
perceimg_ the luge, tbat is, the Wor4 of the Father, they may be 
able thto99h R1m to get an .idea of the Father!6 and knOwing their 
M~er. l1ve -the happy and truly blessed life. 

Man's original. state was Qharactertzed by the Qapaclty to know God; this 

is more than a merely negatbe state., 1t is a poSitive and living 

ass1ndlat1on to God ~gh His IJll8.ge~ 27 By turning away from merely 

sensible objects, and preserving hie contemplat1Qn of things etemal, the 

2lL . 
'Ib~~H III. 31. 

2~-.. ~t ,. s;. Ap!IJ,9!. If 4l ... ,. 
26 · . 

9! Ing., ll, l ... ' ~ 

. 27Ct /t J.N.D. Kelly • . ~ Ch£&tYan R9gtrtmae ( New York. Harper. 
1959); PP .. :346-7. IiWbat tht Bible imagery describes as the free inter .. 
cOUJ'se of man with God 1n the garden. Athanaaius*s II\Ysticism easily 
allegorizes as contemplation mixed w1th desire which ever renews tbediVine 
likeness in the soul." 

'.~~'.?;';~~ . h,~ t;.f~'~-;:: 
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m1nd of lMf1 is dt-I'\'Wn totial'ds t.he Father and constantly renew's i tse1t' 1n 

this desire. There are two elements :tnvolved here , t.he one following 

the others .man was mnde incorruptible boeause he participated in the 

Word, but to preserve t his likeness it "18S necessary that be ~hould always 

knO'lf and. eontexuplate the llord.. Tbi$ seocnd &1tt wa.a not 1.IIl.pal'ted to 

creation in general. 

And (QIlOl'lg the$e, having taken es~c1al pity. above all t.M.ngson 
earth. upon the ra..ee of men. ana. having perceived its inability by 
Virtue of the conditi·Ql'l oi 1tsQri'gin. to oontinue , in onest!W~ He 
gave thetll a further gift, •• a portion even of the power of His o~m 
Word; 50 that MVing as it were 9: kind of refJ.exi·on Qt the Word. and 
being made l:'ational, they 114gh.t be. able to abide ever in blessedness. 28 

Very concisely. Athanasius is saying that 

'By reason of his likeness to Rjrt t hat 1$ (and if he still presel"'i/:ed 
this likeness by ke.ep~liim in hie knbWledge) he (manJ-.rould stay 
hie natural col"'ruptJ.on • . 

ItlIl.fiortality seems to be dependent on man I s rationality. whioh 

in tU!"('t ~s dependent on his ftrefleet.ion" of the t,fo:rd; i.e •• rea~n '-8 

extrinsically a pOWE!!X' of D1an bet:auee of his partaking the \-lQrd, :when, 

having been oreatcm:. he wes bf:gat.ten 8$ an M(,)pted son or God. And yet. 

the imortelity wa.s not complete, for God had given a law with the 

"promise of incorruption in heaV'el!," and the threat of "incurring that 

corruption in death which was theirs by nature."30 Nol' was the gift 

absolutely dependent on pl'cserv1ng l 'Him in his knowledge." because 

sinners Jlabide in deat.'l and in oorruptiun" and are II ever in ·the 

corruption ~f death.·J1 On the other hand, the evicUmce for the ascripUon 

of rationality to adoption rather than creation is very strong; thu8 

h.e says: 

28~, !1JS.., 3l3. 

3O;rbid.. JA. 

· ·,, -~,!:t-t:: ;:;: 

29'fMn 1~.6 . 
~~. 

3l~.t 3 • .5. 
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How CO\lld th.y \)e, rati<JrW. witho\1t .knOlld.ng thE) ~l'd (a¢ Reason) 
of t he Father . j,n Whom th~y re~~1"e4, 1;:h~1~ 'l(G1!y. b~1ns?)2 , . 

Fer it had. 'b(!)en better tor h1m to ha'Ve been !flades~l.y like a 
t.":teanimal .. ~" once made rational. tor M:zn to liVe. th~ 111'(:1 
of' t he brutes ·~· 

It 1.$ du.'f'tcvUt ttisae how the ttat'e .Iltl'uma$~'Iit$ i.~ de~·erlbing 

admi.ts thedi.$t;i.nQt1Qna phUo$()phy nO"l-1 41'a'W'e ib its llletaphy$1013 of 

per$()n~li ty. Rathe%: \bere .1$ a $~1'a1n 01 mu_tiQiSl/l and imagery in an 

anthropology WhiCh takes man as ~ whol~ and desoribe.$ has relation ,to 

33 

GOd~ 'l'her\9 b no men\ion ~t the model'n d1stinct"on of "p;reternatural, tt 

buts COhs~taWB1'eness of the :lDYstel7 of adoption.. Created and begotten,. 

man had a destiny beyond hWtUl, but 1t 'WOuld be ,eilleed from ldth:1n1 

Iveitller.a$ ·Clod Bim'sel.t is above ,all, is the roan to Him af$r oft 
or Quttlide Gurselves , but i.t i$ in u$ •• "it ,,"s t he s¢'\i1 of each 
one of us ~ the intelligence ~ieh rfi'S16es there. For by it al.()no 
com God ~ Qontemplat«tand p~reeiv«l:?+ 

This then i$ l-tby t;be .sQul he.$ t hect\paeity for beholding God, a:tld 
'is its own way th~oto • . :reoe~Y.1.ng not-from W1thout,,'but troll! her(gel.f 
the kno'l>rl(!dge ~ apprehenston of the Wol"d of God . ",5 , 

This ~onceptiQl'l, ~deque:te. 11; itself, fall,$ Apart when $ubjecte4 

to the nE')o/ilssity of ditfM.nguUfuj.ng nature and graee* AeeQN;ing to 'the 

t:r~d:itione1 c~itioism of his argl.)J:!lent, At hanas:l:us hQ.5 pl.aeed himself in 

the dUemma-of m~ing e'Verything ova.x> and aQo'lte man' 6 SetlSUO'U,$. conet1 .. 

tUtiOrI a gift $tip~r~ded to Inan in hi$ ot'iginat state,. :a gift or grace 

as of y$t incomplE!t6 , but d0St.:1n~ t.Q beCome perfect.ed proVided that 

man pre$et"Ves his refleot!i.)tl <of the Image • . Such eo gift 1,$ )."ea.son. and the 

use of his r-ea.s'Qn ene1:lcilea lilal'l 1;;6 oontinue ~ ccmt~lati¢n of the 

Word, &nd SQ remain in th~ state of incorn\pt1bU,-ty. Rea.S(lrl then, is 

l.n;:Uienc.ble to man , tAltonly i n 4$peroenee on thl;) \'>iO')i'd . 

'Thif} confu:l1tJ.tl a:pp~ently ~e$ the element of ~ de¢isi ve loss 
', r Js (" 5 t ' *' . 3_., U.2.-~· --- ~- -" ~"'ia2~: Tl;.2. 

· 34 . . ... 3~"-L' 4 .l.9$pt.n, JO, 1-3. -'~u 3). · ' • 
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~tQf the fQUa NC8useill8ttJ.s Qonstltu.tion j.$ Jlnature graced" the 

Uanegx-ess1on wU.1 be· sellln as $Ileot4ng So quant1tatlve retror;rts$.ion 

·34 

or 61'adual deCUly rather tban a qualitative '·once $tld COl" $lllt tall. It 

h parallel to, the advance, that lA)ul.d have~act$l'ieed his ft etay" in 

1¥lcorrupUbUity. For the sallie reason,. the Characteristic feature of 

tilt;! tallen state will be the burden of corNpUon rather t.han the weignt 

of guilt. 1nsotar ae "graced naturetl vat involved 1n a ,me\aphy81cal. 

advanoe ba~e.d on ~.gn1Uon. 

Verv signiticant 1.s\h.ed1st1n~ion he _es forty years, later) 

after \he long contr¢ver$Y w1tb the Ariana bad tO~ed hiln to dttend the 

divinity of Christ Ul the ('#te of the Soriptur.u.~$ which W$1'8 

intel"pOlateclaga1n'et. that di v:lnltyt 

At the 8at\1et1nle. things originate coW-d not without 10he Word be 
brought to be; h$hce they were .made throUgh Him and reasonably. For 
&1nOe the Wol'f.t i8 \he SOil of God by nat-ve p~per to hi*, essence, 
~ is tn,,111 Him, and 1n 11 1111,.a8 He $aid a~eU t the, creatures could 
not have COl!1e to 'be. exoeptthroUgh Hbl.~ 

l3y pereelving that wbat b$lOngs to the St>n b7 nature. we ha.ve 1)y 

pe.nl<:1patlon or adopt101'lj he has a handJ.e by Which to distingui.$h grace 

and. nature in creat1~n, 

The d1eou,asan on oreatlo1'lwiU be ".SUllIed 1n 

Chapter three;, in the perspeqtiveQt h\UD.6n biriQl'1- Although there Geems 

little l'OOm tor lIatont!ime1'ltJe iil death 'Tlihen the pre!Qpposit1ons of a theory: 

of Cl"eation, fix the gulf between man edGed 1n a quanti tat1 Ve and p1'O

gres.ive deten.or1eat.ton of II'nature graced."'. more 1IlOderate ,.s.ew would 

$\1ggest that. U there is an intl'in$1. redemptive ~ignUloan.ce to the 1n~r ... 

nation as proposed 1n the thought of A'than;;.ius, it wUl not be discovered 

in toe categOrtesot dea1t.b ._ gUlli. th·e Wlux ot diVine We 

1$ too predDlnil'la71t in bis thinking., 

36 s.. ArtfPO'., II, 31 • 

..... • .!: ••• ",.. ...>t:.'O;.~;~;::: 



• 

3.5 

the Fall. and its Effects 

'l'be conceptiOn or the fall itl Athanae1us fQ11o_ dbeot.'l.;r 

f:rom hlls Views em creation. Just as man, as created, preserved lUs status 

ot !mmortal1ty ~sotar as be contemplated th.Word, n~ he turned to the 

objects presented by ~ssen$Uou$ constitution and beO$tl!S an -irrational" 

being destined tor COl'l'Uption 1nstead of continuing immortaJ.1ty. 

/lthanae1us deploys the an~ogy of a charioteer 'Wildly thrash1ng along the 

course with no gosl. or end in 'View; he is headed tOl" that whicb is not., 

andth11$ 18 the nature of eVil. 37 

aut nearer to tnemselves were the body NKl its senses; $0 that. 
While removing ' their .m.1nd from t.~e things pe1fCeived ' by thought .• they 
began to l'egard. thems$l.ves, P"f.~t was thelr own to the 
contempl.aUon of what bel.onged to God~ · 

A thanaiS:1us pOints out later whatcreaturel5 have as their own: "Man is 

by n,ture mortal. 1l'lae!ll1Uch as he .1$ made out of what U not •. 1139 Now, 

by preferring this h.e be«m1es j.nvolved 1n the dissoluUon that charact

erize. whatever La lIIo84e t~ noth1:lg l'ather than the advance 'which had 

been hUas hb$gottentl .ccord1ng to the Image of God. thus .men 

no :longer nnain,ed as they' were made. but nl'e being cO!'rUpted. 
acco~g to their devices; and c::leath had th. mastery over them a8 
king .• 

Men now beoame hab1t~ated to the1i' desir08 .. COntinuing to contrive 

evil. from their contemplation qf the objects Of$$'l8e'J untU. lithe 

race of run va. perishing; the rational manmade in God-'s Image was 

disappeat1ng. and the hand1work ot God .... in pl'Oee'6 of dissolution ... 41 

In vivid strokesr, ;. t.bana$1\ls depicts the gadual. devolu:t40n that foUowed 

~. s l'eject1on Qf lithe thoughts of hi$$Oul..· The Image of God on 

'" £. A!nks. 4.4. • 

iIO~,. 4.4, 

... ~\':.~! .. ~: .. ';~ 

)8W!!:-r 3. 2.). 

41 · 6 -' W$!. ,t .• l • 
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ear-th. was in p,roeess of d1sappear1ng ntld the ptO~$$1ve oblit.er~tlofi 

confronted GQd R1meeU with the d.1l.~ Q£ wiwss1ng the dest~1Qn 01 

;11e 'WOrk at. the hands of tw te tn.$!') or ctraeell1nB t he sentenQo of death 

Itt) had ~ on tb~ tr~$(lreSs1ons "For death, as I SQid a'bo.Ve. gained 

ftoom that t~f'orlh a le(!a3. bo1d ·OW.J' us.,,42 on the no1"n$ of the 

dUetnrlla :ros~ Ood'$ gOOdne$S and ju.SUee. 

Would man t s repentanceeonsti tu~ 4ft esoape? tlo . the tr~s

'gre13s1on hid $G't :mm tcmardsool1"llJ;tt.lon.. And 10 b1s natut. had 'becollW 

involved (besides his will). 4, In this W'a1, A. tbana.s1u$ ttpt)tU"ently $ep-r 

aratesthe act. c:; C$U,SO. tHIn its consequence. the $'\'.ate of QOn'Uptlon. 

Repentanoe might unClot.he former act or wUl.hI1t it QOUld not touch 

the latterata.te. Men ~1ned :free, boWYer. eM cOQl.d s-epent .. 

For. thoy are able,; as, they tu.med awq t.'lo1r undorstand1ng 
from, ~ .... 1n l1ke ~p to ascend Wlt.h the 1ntelUgetlce ot their 
#o'Ul. .and tum back to God agdn. 

or continue theU- ~$1ot:u 

For ~ihg by nature mobUe. ~ though Illbehave t~ altay £tom.t 
1$ goOd.yetl.he did !lot 1 ••• h..- JI1f)b1U.ty,_ •• and kl'lOWlng her own 
p6\~r evel' h~eU:. she raue thet $be1. able to uee tho mem\>etl of 
h.l' ~ 1n either ~. both towJ1'id •• 1. 1&, .ol" toward Nt. 18, 
not-.. 

'thUG the fau 1$ quantita.tive. capable of accrotion rather t.hatl 

in$W)icabl.e.SQDle, in 'acQt.tall farther th.t;p ,~t.beJ"s*and: the concept, 

~ or1g1nal sin 1,8 all. but loR ngbt oft-F.or to such a d~pth have some 

fallen 111 tblld:.Jo und~e,tand1ng. to' suCh d.a~8e of mind" • • tlQ€, Tile tntJ'o. 

duC'tton of Il.rnobm~ 1, elgnU'lQ8ilt ttom the tact tbat Athana,1ue does 

not drew out, bere its consequence$ ib JO~).ogyJh.e;... m.~i'ftl1 01t.e, the 

Cha.racter1st.1ca~ of marl as alterable and tlmt. th.ls 1$ the cause of 

~ •• 6.2. #~". 1«U1. 
45...~. . 46 
-,i.E-. 4. 2.3.!ak!.. 9.;; • 

44s.. gaul. 34.2. 

. ~.~~ .~~. ';;. h,~t;.~~'J.;; 
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his beg1.nn1ng and eontintmlS 1n the statio of corruption. Yet:it. is pN

ciaeJ;w tb1sa~t. otal'WratUn VD1ch he dewlll>.p& in biG t1-o4tl(Jc 

aga1hst the Ar1.ansl, "For $1.:rlCe tho first. Non Adam altered, and through 

51:1 death CQme in't.c the world. ff41 

It :1$1 th:1$~pproach that oNjbles h1Jl to <Xmo~ve 'Of Adam as a 

first paZ"ent l'atherthan a ~ pt'Ototype. tor he eontrasts the life we 

have hom Adar4 to that. ~ .. o ha-ve f1'Olll Chnst not on the basis ot nature 

doter1orat1rtg ;and being roetiQl"$d,t but em the al:dl.ity to ret. that Ufe. 

Christ secutes the gt'Q.Co that Adam lost tor hu Pi"Ogf>1\Y. for as the 

nltunl SOn oj God he is t1gbt.eo~ene$e. and because hoism4n. be sedUl'O' 

tM.s fOl" ~ He 1& the o8Cha't.o1oS1~, $rid e1".f~ti "Ie ,$igJi of 'V1e'tonou$ and 

.tedemptive~. a ~ Seeond Adam tor a d1'f1n1t.ed humard.t.y. 

The oontFaG~g idea of the' prototype had dev.loped tl'Om h1s 

conception that :man 'Was created 14th ., oapao1tQ tOl" pertec:st1on IiV1 that 

$in had 1n~ tb18 adan,", vbltm men vera makmg (not man. blt 

mon) ., E'veJ'1"" ls, ~pe.b1o, 'Ot us1ng hU intell!.gence to conbpl.ate 

the Word and fiIO att.d.n ~terpert6CUon. What Athanaeiu.s Pl'OPO"o, hel'. 

in spite of this is quite d1tferent. Cru.r.oter1st1cally. in b1m the East 

an'1~ at. the OOlioept of fJ0114arity in \el"U of Christ, the Second 

Adam:, and d1v1n1ee.t.1bnf wMle the l~.8t had developed the lepUet1oapP1"Oach 

by wM.cb.aU t$(Q) ebared in tho gunt of the 1'12:'8t Adz.48 It miaht. be ta1d 

47 ~ · H!rl I ~ a~£~op :. ~. 

48cr .. J . ll.D. K~. sm.- s1\ •• pp. 175ft, thus~ pp. 178-91 -'the 
.Alexandnan theo'loti 'n, ~ an eqUl.l.1l'ea:u..uc P1.crture of un' 8 
pligbt.,. but t.lJc cb.iGt prOin'isc Of thei doctrine, ~t Qr1g1naldn wbich · 
we hO.ve seen "i'(1!1ng 1n the We". the oo~n of Q\U' . ~1C)al eol.~ty 
with Adam, a:ncl tb\U! ,ot .0Ul" ~oipat1an tn h1ssWUl act. WB.S .larg~ 
abaent. .tl'Orllthe1r tb1nld.fts. fI In tho Bast. eoUdar1t.1 is tn tems oftbe 
SeCOM Adam, tnd t.~l'Ough th'1a theyarrbe at our $Qlidartty with the First 
Adam. juot. the "",$1",. ot the Wo~ •. 

. ,}~~;>'-;;.' ~,'(.~:,,~; ... , 
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that the cout~st of the tw 4pproaeh~S l.sbetW'oon an essenUnl sQUdar1ty 

in hutr.an nature a.nd .a;n e,x1at¢n't.1al $)11d,atity 11l human history. With tbo 

concept of ~terat.ion. At~sius has introduced an· ,esp~t 01 b\l.lTltin 

lrl.stcry. beCW1.~ in t h1$ eas~ 1t Mf) to do m th Ch'rist S$CU1'Wg our ttUl 

X"t\thar tt1$l tostoring (lUi" tlQture. 

Tho sl~icaneQ of lti$ tll~at1nent of the fall is b~~ omphMie. not 

so l\'.IUOh on man 'tl'ansgro$sing a prQcQpt (hochnraeter1tft1eaUy tlS&$ t.he 

tom as: 4 noun rather than e. VGrb) 49 but on man 1'4U:l.ng al.:ay from tho 

:cont.~tion o.f t h$ Viord. '£hil) places the rodmupUo.n 111 a tr~ork of 

kn~('!dge eo. thAt.t~ si~1oance of death oan beeo.roo attenuated and, 

O1"en lo3t sight o! in tho rovtAat1onal 4Spe.¢t of the incamat1on, yet 

the eoncept ,ot al te.taUon has already !ntl"Odu.oed the nec$esary element 

~t w:Ul .f1nd &''1 ~..ns1c redCll!1P't1v.e aignit1caneein death. and tliat 

1$ th~· 1d",nU.i'1C&'t1on thai the 8M")' finds with $1nners to tendo!" their 

h()ld on 11te ~~c\U'e. l.Jitb. this the guU' be~ man Md God is a mat._ 

·01' will h ",ell as of natu.te. #ltboughli\~.t\i$h1.~ 1$ not COfi .. 

O$rned wlth whether· qt not. he. obsel.""tel til1. diot1:nQt:l.on. 

'rbe nfiOlW.t1on. neUA.o.ation 

'l'bt1 ,phpiC4l., th~ of tho~tonmOfi". ott dtlU1cat1O.n,50 ., be 

hid to ~. froom th$ distinctive ttea~ of ll;'~l'IMU$ caU.ed ~p1t. 

ula'tUm,. a theory blpbed. In pUt leU the.Paul1ne ~t:t.on Ql the S~@nd - -

A-.51 (Rom~ s. ~I leof'. 1,.2.O.e.Zi 45-9) l~s ~htl'nl 1t that. 

49ct. ..... 4.2} a. AtMlU Xl, 65. ea. 
5G~, t'fP~-¥81e1l t.beo~· b _ant a ~ptua.1.1zatton t4kheees 

NCiet!l.pt,1on. a$ • ifleetotation of a, fsllen t'l4tun, ,~ thus on$ ubieb 
l"«lU1:re$ aditJt1nction ~, Mf.uft and, wUl. Ajl sueb, it waf not 
eSpbuued ~ tho: Nl'l~ Fa:tb";'s • 

.51cr. '~N.D. Kelly, sm.- Cit •• pp. 176ff. 

'~!·~';I~' ",~:;.;.'I"~:;: 
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Ohri.:;t "J,~came ~-Ult W& ~c in ~1det' '\0 _blc '\1$ ~ ~e 'What. Sa. 

11,"·$2 _ 1I1tb 'this tne a~l!J& 1~ plaQed on the inoama~ll as the 

cause ot l'E!dq>t.lon.. In viw Qt hi$ tbE!On -at c~ti.Qn .. ~ere can 'be 

ltt.tle doubt that the SG~'M.t!Jl.og:r 01 Ath8Nl$$.llt can 00 tnter:pHted a& 

a pbysioal thoo"Y or the atonment in which <llll'iet 'l:iecome.s man to 

restoN ·the· d1V4,e1mage!n, U$t 

t or thQtetore d.w He a#Jsume tn.e bodyoriginaieand ~,. that 
htlfti'lJt ~ t.ta$ to 1t1i lIl-qer., lie mieh't deut it ifl: "-ell . 
. 1,U)d \.h. ".' t\$ liI1.gb~~1nt~¢e 14$ all into 'tb.o kt!t\~ or ll.venat'wl
lib ltk@e$:S • .5~ 

,In hi&. mttnge on the, Ql'S4t1on. AtbanaIf1u'QOn~.1ved that Ul8I'l 

ft, :m II. '1:tleStedfl. ,$t$t.e., $L"t con~t1n8 th~ WON as having been mMC!} 

in His l mat.e. end so .6 not cmJ.y ~ 1,n ~lty,S5wt. 

evan M'VIUlo1ng 1n~"\lon t.b~ h1pi1:lMlllmtrlCe:.S6 ',the ·trAnfl

gNssion lntettu}!ted tn:16 Pl'O~s$1on$? .tW! ~ght On ~ paraUal. 

devol.u:UQn.:JV A ~ ol::llte!"6t1r1g of 'the _ge of Go4 and a ~ 

6ElqUQrlt OO)i'Npt~, Tlle ~~tion. tb~. Will cmtQ., :On J:'fI(tt.mg 

~. 

this ~I: lIMont) ~ther ~d 'ore..te an~ the' 11k ... ~. oi Godf$ ~e to¥' 

man.'t' sa~ ·th~ luge of th,,$ '&1lhet'.lt~ This \'edo-re.~n$U,Cceed$4 in re

establtah1:ng man b \he cqn~'tiion of God. ,and eo th$; rect_tion 

,1$ lai"~el.;r a mat"'l" ot the Ulcama~nj()f the •• ~l"e(il«tlQefl *t t.he Wo.rd 

in, ereaM.on. The tmagt!) A1:.hane.8ius ~ '\() clwelQP th1. l<i1RJ 0& dtd.f1 ... 
• 

~Uon 18. that .Of &~1a. ~' • • i a vW14tion by a kln€!l to one of 

'felted 1n J ,.N.D. K~.: G,. !1!' •• p ... t?Z) from iiaet. .,_ prw. 

"$.. Ar%mo,s :0: , ~~ .549!. iD!-. ' .. :31 11.;. 
5~.t. 4. 6. '6s;. ... 5M:G;fl~f ~ t lL~:h ;)1/4. 

511. UMa9s I , ~w • ,s*Ipc •. t 6 .. 1. 
!i~MA I~ '\ 

.. ~. , . PiI',.."." 

." .. ~';" "'~t:.~~;~~ 
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ius eit1e;s~ 

For the act.u4 co~pu.on ~d.eQth hal no long~ holAJ.ng .pound 
against Mon. l;iy "'$O.n of \be WO:lil'd. wMCh '\)y HI" 01'10 ~ ba$ ,~ to, 
d't.tfJll. ameng the:n~ /I,m Uke ¢I.$ ,.men til ereat ~ h(l$. entei'Gd into some 
l~;ge ~tv al\d taken \1' h1s e;bod(j ·ibon. of thehoust!Js thel"S ... ,. 
i:o't ilO\>1 tha.t No has «lcmEi to 9\U' r~., ,a,nQ ta\(e.n up lti.$ abQd.e in (me 
blod.v among nl.S ~$ t htncef,~n.~ the mole <:OfiSp1ra\:W of the en~ 
a&~t ~ .. l.S~cl~~; e.hd. tl\eQC)rw~n of d(ltl.tb i'ihicll ~ore 
't')ll$ Pl"ovaUtn, againcst tnem 1;;1 d()l:U) ~. 

SUchM -eo lJ~ ne.ve $ilggQsted tt$cU .t~ M ACtu~ v1sit to 

tbe dtw CJt Ale~r1a byD1ool(tt1an in 29'1 01'\ 298" but ~t &¥fU re.te the 

p~.<rt,iec woul£l iu.l;ve been 'auffici~t \0 '~nd 1t& U$e. It 1$ not mere 

rbEJtot1c, 'but $()~~th1ng .cdiat$. a.nd ~. its etteclt b ~IOl>f'ul. In 

thts text. the k1ng t G :t;ll'oSCflQe !tth a ~., 1GbU.ttio1~t~ but 1n 

otIle1" eases. ~ vhen t.~e ti~ 1$ used to show that the pruenoe ot 

~ in the unS,,,... is du. 'to ttf) h''rlng cnel"U'l,1ng ~.61 the 

ele,m~m,t qf ,e.cUv.tty 1$ adl!led to moN Ft'c.oon¢f3* The kina: br1ng$ o1"de)' 

and peaoi'l OOe1).USO he JliaM.ges ~1,l) p®ple,; t.U.r$ct.tJ t!lliir 40ti vi tiiil'$" guides 

theh- 1n~re$t$. so that all thG oppo~ites: do not cl..ath . 

TM.$ would .$Ug~fI't that the stmUe Or Ute Idng's p~se.nce oou1d 

be~andedto inelude ~ ~lOl"k. or, 4S .il. 'thA.t th~ lnQ'e.rnat1on 1$ 

n~t .tnU'r1~ont w.l.thcnl.t thQ aetlv1ty to' wl'doh it. U ord.~. In this, way. 

death cQulQ 'h~ a¢CQun~ fo~ a$ wetlan tho 1n¢a~t1~n.4nd in tact, 

the iJt,lin id~$ of $ac.rl.t1c:t) _ dettl'cation do .ti'eq,'Il~nU, appear togo'tbe. 

Il!he W~rd l'ta~ made flesh 1n o:i"d.~l" tooUca'rup thitt 'body EOl!aU. and 

tllio\t we, pa~!d.,:ng ~t Hia Jpiri't. m gbt be dii)it'1~dj ",62 It't<>m tn1s it 

appe~e that .1n epite ot \11,$ streGe oa.1 Christ ~IJ restoring tho d1v1xlI~ 

;!..mage in. ira .. A.~sill~ doe.G nat rvaalGet the taot that H1~ sacrUt~ 

o:tt'~6 ,Ql.eaaed mAn .t'ror.l the judgement or .$in" afte:r aUt Itdeat.h • .•• . 
!E. ~ ~ J 9 . j iii .• " tt ., ¢~ b h J ~ 

00 
,s!l~ •• 9. ~ • G1,;.. 9'!nW.. )8. 43·, 62. ida •• 14. 

., ... .:-: ;; - .. ,~t:'S;~;};::: 
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gained from that time forth alogal hold over us. I.e.;, so that it was 

necessa1"y to find a release from th"$ cur... as '$fell a$ al"estora tion 

trom oorruption. This was, in tact, accompli$\led by the inc;srnatlon. 

tlinasmuoh as He had a purpofie. tQr OUt' sakes, to take on Him thtough the 

nesh all thatinhel"1\a)'lce of JudgEll'imlt ..m1ch lay .against us. lI64 HaVing 

taken our "tlesh." (end this word 1$ t'r'Elquent in AthaMs1us) t, 6,5 He has 

taken QUrIt'affections;" by identifying with a body, He ha$ ident1t1ed with 

what is in thl1t body • 

.H e has taken on Him the ~rse WhiCh 11\Y agaU.nst us (as the 
Apostle bas ;sald,iHas rede~ed us trOll1 the curse- and -haa 'carl-1ed, I 
as Isaiah has said .• 'our ains-and as Petal' has written., thas botne 
them in the body qn tbe wood') c, so it it 18 sa1d in the Proverbs 
'tHe created:l. we.munnot coMfilive tbat the whole Word 18 1n. natlU'e 
a cr""tute. bu.t that He put em tnecreated bodY' and that God oreated 
Him tor our sakes, preparing for Him the creatEld ~. ali it 18 
Wl'itten.6ior us, that in H1m we lIdght " oapable of being renewed al'ld 
deified. 

This quote occur,. 10 the midst of a passage in which he appear 8 

to !gnOl'$ the ~ality of Cbrtet' 8 human nature, ..nd seelD$ to admit that 

the Hgg, functl~n& in plac:e of the human soul of Chrlst.67 The pnra$e 

"in Himif h #UggestiYe in this text. that the de1tic;ation that supposedly 

ooeur! at the incarnation, dbe. eo 'a8 a pr1na1pl.e andsoul'Ce .. that 

·we might be capable" of deification. 01' of'being renewed." Whether or 

not he 18 thinking ot tbe 1nsttumental Qauaell ty of Christ' s humani tv :i.s · 

,63 · · 6 . aIL!! •• ·· .2. 
64 s. Arisss. II. 76. 

6SA usage eited by commentators as inci1oat.1ve of ,hi~ ApoUinadan18111. 
Athanas,tu, hbu"elt defends itl! use by an appctal tQ SacredSeripture and 
Traditlon. Cf. 2s, 1n£. 17; $,. Artmoh tn • 30. 

66 
S. A!iangs. n. 47. 

$ _ . 

67 And so t he aceus~tion of an Apollinan,an tend&~~Y. G. Voisin 
clea~8 binl of tnecharge in "La Doctrine Chri.et.olog1que de Ssint AthallaH,1I 
Reme d'HipireEe4,s1astigu,. 1 (1900) f PP. 226..1i8t • 

-'.:, ... ;::<~;, "';!':":; .. ;f-:::;' 
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here a matter (}f c:onjcctur1'). 68 Othe~ texts are mQ1"G explicit. 69 The 

matter 'Q.i" how we are l'eUevad frozn the judgement of sin through its 

being lltaken on Hm." betrays that Athanaslus, conformably to his 

predilection .cd: thlnking ,0£ the oreation and fall. without drawing 0\11' 

distinctions between nature !Uld grace. has apparently tl,'Mspo$ed ncurse" 

and Ii ainll to lIcorruptionll and Iideath"t, 

S1l1ce all were under sentence oC death. He b$1ng other than them 
~ l might Hilllselt for all otter to death Hi6~'!n bodyt and that 
b$nofit'o~ .. as it all had died thtough HUl, the word: of the sentence 
might 1'>$ accompUtshed (t01' 'all d!~" in 011%"1st). and all through 
H1m ~ght thereupon beeome tr~ i'l'Qm sin and from the ourse which 
came upon it, and lIdgbt truly abide forever, risen tt"Om the dead 
and olothoo in_ortallty ar.d .1.nCOl'NpUon.70 

The oblation that Chl'list maKeti is not to the Father, but to 

death. Death is a PQWeTreigning o.er men; by expos1tlg Hi6 bo~ to it. 

Christ deDlOn.stl'ates b1ssupel'1ority and vMq.uishes 1t. Dee.th. present 

in the world since the fell (and in th1s sense. the fall :i.e alwaye 

present) runs its 00I.11'8e and becomes depletdd 11:1 Christ. 'l'hesentence 

imposed onm.en bas been carned, out. litel'SUy, O.l'l ChJ'ist's ~J it was 

not lUted.bU.t accompUshed.71 HencefoJ'th, death no looge);' rules. 

In parallel fashion. it folloWs that flas 1£ ell bad dled 

thJ'ough HU111 OM be take!) l:itf.Jrally, not Jq8t1cally. The death that. 

68 . . 
It is not .¢lear Whether a me:re "loc;al" sense is j,mplled t 

whiehwould mean that Cbrl.ltt's body 1a the ·I'lph~el} in which reciEllnlit1cm 
is accoll1Pl1shed. J'ather than that. an actual c.usality (instrumental) 1s 
eJeeroised by Christ ' s h~1ty .. 

69cf, £. Ar.i@Pg. 1.47...0; discussed balOW', pp. 4Hf . 

'70 .S. ~ri;mes. Il. fIi, 

?lTheldea that Christtloi;feJts" his boti;y' to death (aetueJ.ly" 
"exposes" wuld be bettor) may be ~ood in the S2. Inc., 81.; 9.l.tt: 
s.. Ariano§ I, 60, n 't 7-8,. 66 !1 pa$,sim~ Thus s!! Inc,. 22.4: llBut He 
l'e~eivea that death whien caple t1"Om men • . in order per£ectly to do away 
with this ,.men it met Him in His own body.' 

,,_g·f:;·';~·~ h,~r:"f~;~;:' 
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would have ·COl!)f) to the Christbn has be~m ust'd upon Christ. Fo.. this 

reaEiQn. Atbanas1us. in pa~a~apbs t~nty .. ant} to twenty .. ti.ve of 111& 

!!! Inesnttlope ellplains ~ Chl'1st accepted death from othete (it was 

not in his nature, and thus He Md to "born:nr" it t1"Om .n). why it 

was public:: (so that the reSUl're(lt1on would be belie'lted in. and Hie 

superiority :oVer death be acknowledgfld) l and 'Why" it was a.cc<=plished on 

the croS$ (aga.1n to sbow tha.tChM.et was superior to death 1n M¥ form.) 

In eny caee. Ciu'i$tis d.epicted as them1ghty conquerer of death. ThUs. 

qu1teoontr~ to the Paul1ne signUloance of death ~ its relation to 

Bapti$\i a. the Cbnstian 1n1t1ation into the uuretery of Christ's Pflscb. 

th1.s text evinces Dosueb JlJ,Y$t1cal interpretation" 72 The sentence has 

1"1:Ul out, in principle and in practicel it 1$ .•• imply "aceomplhhed." 

:aut it is acc~sh$d by the pt1nc1ple of substitution, not 

solidarity,73 for there is no reel cont:1nu1ty between Chris.t and 

Christians. 1n thi. eonnect1on. Atb8nasius dUfers from Paul. in a minOr 

but ve'I!Y $1gn1t1c~t POiJlt ot language. Whel"e Paul aVOids theGteek 

~v-r1 (instead of) and prefers ~ff~f (on behalt f:Jf).?4 A~s1us 16 apt 

to do the reverse,75 Thei<1ea ot $Uost1tutiQn 18 more characten$t1¢ fit 

bim. 

7~t s" n,. U. p.4. on the two dim$l'lsione in hts thought on 
death. 

7J ( ,. .. 'll't ) d . . . -r1el'sch • . lhlye~. op, ut •• PP., .Z'/fl- . ~ .an J.N.D. 
Kelly (.ea- st ... p. ~J. no~ wlth the QQaIISOfl interpretation 
aspl'eMtnteCl here. They preteI' to $eG a l1I1st.1cal union tather than tbe 
subat1tuft1on 0$ Christ as victiJll "1n our 4'tead." It 1s not that because 
He suffers death. we don't. but that Hb death becomes OU$'s through 
:lIthe k1nsbtp" of the flel!!h.. (Cf. 1. Ad!:ru!ll .. 4,; 66.,) 'flU ... would 
bring Athanae1us fIiOre 1n lin. ldtb st~ 

74ct. taylOr, Ill! AtoMmeflt. 1n !ill! 'tAo_nt lAAchYlgl op. Cit .. p, 59. . . ...._. . 

75ct• Si lwr.~. 8.4; 20.61 .!1Pt§S1m~ . . 

.,.,,::,';; . ..,~t:-::.",,>.:. 
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No'V'eJ'theleS$ the use C)f "inChr1$t" ~ts of another interpreta. 

tion. AftEll' the above te$\. he goes on to I$a:g li:ve, aU were joirled.even we, 

te> the Word. II 76 1.ndicatingthat there is a nw creation., where all are 

(tfUl be) 11'1 Christ. (He quotes Gal. 6l~S and ),28.) It is not clear 

Whethel' ne ~s. ):'ei'erring to grat'e 0" glol'y. and itl fact is probably 

spe$ld.ng of ~th. He 91~s an example ot ~at the recreation will ~c 

lii,n the resurrection they neither ma'ry no~ are given in ~r1age.1l 

and yet th~ whole $$186 of the pas~age is that in Ch:t5./St the sentence hat! . , , 

~en accompliShed, and so 1$ effeoti ve for the present. '17 Perhaps he 

doean't flee. as clearly as Pauli.' t.h.e "newnesa" of the creation, but · rather 

the, "creaUonfl Whtch is new. 

Primarily., tho. ":in Chrtstll 0» our "being joined by the kinsb1.p 

of the neeh' eOel!letc> refer to a p~pleor' source rather than aa 

active or t'II3'st1cal. uniont thus he "Qt.-Ii to the deification wrought in 

Christ. as a pledge 01'/ ~tee ot 0Qr own .. "" 01" therefore the union 

ot th:is kind, that 1-1e ~ght un1te what is man by nat\u-e to Rim who is 

in the naturao! the Godhead, and his Plvat10tl and de1tieat1on JlI1ght 

be sure.-7B This paraU.els _t be bed ea1d betol"e,79 that Adam beld 

grace extr1ns1eal.ly.. 1, e." insecurely, and 1n this context he gpes on to 

se::! that wat Christ .tU4 1n the tle~ was -the be:g1nn1ng of OW!' n~ 

creation ••• haV1ng ma4e for us that new we.y~_80 In contrast to the 

76 
£.,ArQnR' II f 69. 

'17 
More expl1d t 18 11! EB1!cgp?8 1 * j1.ArMngs III, 19, 

'(8 ian - . ,$tt Ar~o, II, 70. 

(~ •• 68, 

~ •• 70. 

!.~~-t::. ';;: "r'(;'7~"~~" 
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inseourlty of the old way in .Adam (before the f$l.l) we he.ve a SlU'G 

wa::f in Cbrist. Thu$' the.re iamore ~.on the in8~t.el. eaulsa1ity 

of the Itin Him' than the interpretation re!Jl1nlscent 'Of the platonlc 

.ideal18111 WOUld allow~ f'Or Christ has Vt"Ought a means not an end: He 

18 the eachaton 'Outside of t1nie= "NOll' in any Other wq was it fitting that 

our life should be founded. but in the Word Who is before the ages . tiel : 

And $Ottin H~~" thJQugb His h'llll)81l1.ty. we ~.s th:rough grace to' glory. 

'1'hisdevelopment is quite 61gn1ficant~ inasmuch as it would 

eliminate the frequent charge that he conceived of the incarnation as 

an "automatic· deification of all meJl~ The tact the.t he arrives at the 

prihc1ple ot solidarity in tems of Christ rather than Adam, cau.as 

l!!OlIle embarra$smfmt to our Western out.look, Wht.ch tends to intel'p:ret 

the 1ncal1ultionae. the cOildngot Chnst to plaQf.te an offended Fat.heJ'. 

For Athanae1us., Christ brings to huJaanity the sanctity Qf God. but it 

lliUe.t ,corne throu,gb H1m,. i . e •• He !:!JUst sanctify Hb body tor 1!lI!)n. 'thus 

comes thecrl:t.1c1S1nt 

So QOmplet.e, howeveJ',t 18 th.e ldentityof the humanity of Christ 
with the Mture ,of humanity as " whole that we may., according to 
Athar14s1us, r$feJ' t.he .tatemen\s of Scnpt,ur. as to $8!peQlal cmdow ... 
ment, and exaltation o'f Christ. to the whole humanity_ 

As if Chr1$te.s$WI1ed huma.n1ty. the ~ation "eutomaUcaUyllextends 
, 

deUlcation to aU ment Christ ~oame .~. so that llWl might beOOJle God. 

While the notiono!. "lidal-ity is gOing w ~ dUticul:tto.r the Eastern 

mentality; which &tHsses · the di'V1n1ty of Christ.83 AthanaS'iu6, 1n 

81 
~~. 76 .. 

8~amaCk. ,ga, S),.. i Vol.,. 4.. p. 47 •. . ,. -

8:lrhus t,he Word tend, to beOome the subject. 0t all the Acrt.ions 
of Christ.. roJ' the notion of solidarity. it will be necessary tQ arrive 
at, the hwun inetl'Wllentallty of Christ in l'ed-.pt1on • 

,,;..~ .. ~:;-.;:; .. ,:.t:.~.,.,~;:" 
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t~etl doe", not _0 all appeal tc> f$ "auto,.,,;t." d.Woatlon.. 'rher-e it 

nodoUili:lt that no. &<;6)tl B$S(:)CUW C~1e:t.t8 hUllln1ty wlth ~ O'!m ~ S4'fhl& 

&$eoo1ation he _6).qu~te t'D%plto1tt 

Fer what.over 1$ 'Written cQne~& . our Savlour in Ht& ~ 
nature. OU&i.t W be C(lns1d~red a$ appJ.~1n6 to the whole l'a'C$pf :m:an
~l bef:"}j!O H.e took · O\U'" body. and oxb)b1:ted in Himsd-t ll~ 
~ty .. 

Novei"tne).es$;jI a$soe1A\ion i.e. not. ~tUtcatlon. and 'the point . .. 

ho 1$ mak1n8~@-·$ Ql.ear tmen· he 'S~s~ 

l3U:t tbe SaviOU' Qfithe contr.a1'1 ujIl1& here aa1d to 'bo ano1nted . ~bat. 
as Won_ ~g ,$Aid .. . l!W) to b.e e,no1l1W nth the Sptr1t. fh~ $1ght 
PrQV1dc . fot \ts man, not ~ ~\&tiO:rt and r~ct1oh. 'bt\t. thtl 
~ing _ Uitu.qol the $p1t1\ .. .. ~nd ~g tis tho l.o~ 
Hims~ hath stnd ... It na'1e sent. th~ into t,b" world. and tor thea 
Hk._s dO 1 sanoUtl l'!yaeU .• that ther tIIIq. be ~c;Uflecl In 'tAo 
tWth~.(John l.'l~la~ :In $~ th!$ !te he ahown that no i$ nottbe 
sW1ctUl~.. 'bu.t tlieSanetUl.rt tot' n. 1$ n01l NnOtU1ed by o\hu-. bu.t 

'. R~ $l\llot~ed n~eU':, that ~ 'i:5A'1 bO'sQl'lct1t1ed 1n the 
t~th( .. .. ... And ftO'l'Ad.th~. n. who, 'a,th, tford ana Rad1ance of 
the Fat..~or .g1Vt:lS to others.. nqw 1$ $dd to bo ~ct.U"i«!., ~use 
now lIe hi'$ beCQme :man, and the ~ that. 18 ·s.notJ.f1ed lEI lIf1,e. F1"Ql\1 
Him ttl., we h.'V.be~ to l'$~~. the unction tnd the peal .. ... 1t is 
not the WON. c.otllidfJhG, " the t.zord and Wlldam l'lho 1. $nOibtocl with 
th~ SP!rt~ t4blch He B~$~ gives Nt tb.$ ~$h a~oo by Him ~.Qb. 
.1$ '. anointed in H~ and . by .Hilu~ thAt the . ~rU"s:oation COlUng to the 
wl'd as~. ~ co. to.u M'1 tl'Ol:ll Hlm. 

Th:l e eoneeptiol'). d~t not _~ . , plat.on1c· a~1;u.l1~ f'4i»" d(tU'1cs:t.1bn, wt 
~athQr one .altbo fast att_pts to'b~ away ~a $oheme that placed 

$Gl.va'\lab ~ 4 ;~g qf ~1.tt6 d1v1n1~... 'C>J' AthanaSius, we att.a1n 

tlalv.t.ion by ~g ~ Cllrl.att:. hUtllaJ11ty. Thlf) vlo~ doss not 1dElntify 

tt..ith an ,atu,trac:t 'b~\ naturG. but a concrete h~ nature t4tb el") 

i'ts tiattect1c)tWff Ol"'pr.opel"tiG'$..'l:hU$ CbnBti a$ .ttW'1, and bec4\:u.se He is 

l'I:I4n, ~¢tifies aimsGlt and $0 'beQOmes \.i:le ~c IOf ·j)ut sanctU1c1-tlon. 
- -. ,. . 

84 " . .. . '" , ... ' 
ct. Meta., .iU~'fl'5i$ ghfil\. a . . .e!1 .. « pp. 1Jl6n" 

aSAlitiIlM D r.aa.. 1;Hct. $0. Aa:lIee1 11 4j. 

86s.. ~i 1.46-7 • 
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'the in~1'nation is more than a t~por.al pre-oondition tor this sanet1-

t:1.eation. foi' both are beyond. anyc()n.siderati.on of time .. 

Accol"d1.ng to $eriptU1"o,. there i$ a diVi.be pl.an ' oper~tive 1n 
, , 

hUlllanhi.story. This is tl·u~ fl"amewor,k in ' 'Which. A thanas1us works ,out a 

$ot~l'101og.v. In our own day~ the theol();gy of t he ;reSQJ'reot1on has 

renewed this b1blicaJ. pet'6peQUve. and thus Durrwell is eJq)i'essing 'the 

thought of Athan$sius in modern terms wben be descrtbes Christt,s sacri. 

fice as an oftering tha.t concludes in God and So establbhes Christ in 

b1s full hume.nity a$ thc:l sender of the Spirit "rom Gc)d,87 l-1er&oh con

oludes that Ath~asius. is th1nk1ng QfoUl" lIWsttcal idQntit¥ withCm-1st. 88 

and what he mealU; by this is pOJ'haps \:lest expressed by commentators such 

as ltlikenhau"l' t. when he conC&l'J)6 bimseU with tu~ phrase O,f !'aUl 8in 

Christ. 889 Mer$ch admits nth Newman90 that the -hew and the why" ot 

the Union orsolidartt.y 1$ lett unexpla1ned \!hen At.hans-sius·, talks 

about Christ's dQatb., w.t there (Ian be UtUe doubt that from His 

oill"th., Christ carries, within 81m the exigency to d1e.T,$ken together t 

87 
'l'h~ RemX'ec;t.1gp. sm.. cit.. ~ pB:j2S1m. 

88.rhe lN1W9 ClH1et • aa. $ll., pp. ,284ft. 

89Pa.u.fFt~, MU'f.icie( t:iew, York; HOl."der and Hel"Cler . 1960 ). p . 104, 
"'l'hert1l b an objeQUve Nlation$h1p ~tween Chdet and Christians, it 
is ~ t'el.lows.."dp in lite and ~ing which has the El84rament of Baptism as 
Us toundation. If thi&eah be qaJied lI\Vs'tiCal. then log1e.ally all 
Christians are, .qst:1cs.f! tiQW tar thi3 uluOb ~Me tor Athans-sillS ~ 
be .$~ in the tOUQ.W'ing' .F()r the Lord wa$ working W1th Antony '. the 
LON who tor our sake tQok flesh and gav~ the ~ victol'y' ovor the 
de'VU t eo that all Who twl;y tight can say j -not t buttbe grace of GOd 
wha.chwa$ with me. til ~ AR!.oeU.$) 'Thb was Antonyf$ fbst struggle 
against the dQVU. or rather this Vio,tol7 was the Se.vtour. $ work in 
Anton,y, '-.mo oondea.nedeSn 1n the ne. that tbeoJ.'idinlnce of the law 
might ~ tulJ'W-ed in us Who wa.U ' not after WW nash b,lt after the 
sp1.rit. '"(Ibid •• 7.) IlAndno longEir1n Adall1 are we all dying. but in 
Christ we are all l'ev1v1ng." -(So. A£1anO!, I, 59) , 

, .', 90s elect Tl"elt,1$&t Vol 2, ~" , cit." p., l)~. incorporated by 
Robe1"teon. 21- cIt.,. n. ' " !b A£!.M2e r;-l:J8 • 

. . ·,,~~·t:/;;;·· h."(."",~:~ 
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this 1'«lemptive ~eamaUC)n. 1s the 'SQur¢~ otC)1U' f.'jil.nC't1t1~t1om 

" ~ ~ •. 'the:t the saru~tU'1cat1<m coming w· the 1.07.'(1 as man t ~. como to 

au m~n from ntW'9lThU~, th~ gU't .ot sanoti'tiY eoIi1~S to all m~n 

~o lI~ve ill. !t1tn and through Him theil'. origin of recei \ling them, Q 92 

It remains to define ,mQre. prtlel$l.y the signitiea.lIloo G~' the 

df.lath Christ dtes. .Ath~asius doese$pl'e$$that Chtist m."lkes· an 
oblat1ont¢ the Fathert o~fi.d t hus 'taking tromour bodies one of ,11ke 

nature .. ,. He gave it over to death .in the .$tead of all and dfered 

it to the' Fathet,93 But it is notol8f¢ Whether the seU offering is 

made 1n order that death e$n nm out .on Hiln1 0r Whether d.eath is a 
. ~ I <. , 

way to the FathOJ'1 and once lllQ.l'e t he action is iJ.p r l not uif,E f . In 

I;ll2 such ~5eS. his argument iSi.ntel'PlI'crted a&i£ the s$'ltencEI \leigh .. 

1ngon men is one Qt death andOQrruptiQh,SO that" oven when guUt 

,-and $aol'if1e~ $J"ec()nneot«i. 1t aatb:e fomfl'1' tit.at predom1natoe. It 
. \ 1 

1s nO surprise thlilt he dUt:8l.'s. t'~ Paul.. ..roo avo1des 1\ V'f'f o!1 and 

its cogMote:;,94 by ttl~ir mel'}&1ve application. 'the j.dea of l3\1ost1. 

tut.1on 1s qv.1te Q01ilpat1ble With l"anaoml Christ Jfod~ us tl'U"ougn 

His bOdy bypn.sontlngit to death, iJnn when the idea of debt or 

satistact.loncomes U-P. it $.~ in ~s. of deatht and notsiru the 

$E,mtene.e 1s Ol'lfl' 01 corruption rather thah guilt.} 

}tit sirloe 1\ wasneCe$$6~ altIQ thattbedebt oving trO.m ~ 
shOUld be paid again tor. as I have 'a:LMad:Y seid. itwasoWihg that 
all shoUld die., tor which espee1fl cause. 1nda~ .• neQameamong u~n 
to thh 1.nWnt. after the p1'Ools ot His Godhee4 from His workl$. 
Ho n$notfe).'eG Up His QcMliee ,also on beh$lf of all, yi,elding 
His temple, to death in t.he stead or all, •• 101" there wSQneec:l of 
death, ~d.eath JIluet needa ~~ter«l on ~half of all. that 
the debt Wing fl'Om .aJ.1 ndght be paid,95 

91~. 4r1ane~ I, 47.~ 9~., 148, 93S! tne~. 8.4, 

94cr• Taylor. Tb~ CtoU2! Christ, ~ cit. p. )0. 

9~i! J:at~. 20 f 2-5. 

.. -~.::c·;;; "'r~t:.i ...... ;:;! 

48 



-

49 

Eee~use he a.ssoeiates the se1'ltenc~ with corruption. thesa~i,.. 

.fice be~s separated from the oblathn; (hEi "otr~ up His Sl1c~Uicen) t 

and attached to the incorl'Upt1on. The s3;el'Uictil is t he :lntmolatibn of death 

that ,occurs .;in His body. It .is not ~e' orientation of His will 'to the . , 

Father; or even an a~t t,,~o.t . accompllshes or expl'e$seS a desire for this 

Ufiion with God . 96 but it. is direo~ "to the oorruption ip 111M f S nature I 

And thus. He" ·tbEi incorruptible Son of! God, 'being colljolned \dtb 
all by a. 1.1ke tlature, naturally ¢lothed all w1th inoorrupticm. by 
the pW.mi$El of theresurreQt4.o.n. Fof' 't.ne adtua;l. ~trt1ption .j.n 
d~at.h has no lO'l1ge'r noldll1g-groUbd aga5.nst men. by reason 097 the 
\fol'd. 'Wh1eh by His one ~ has OQme to dwell. among them •• 

Thi.s passage, ll'ltrodueing the $:1mU.e of the king coming to dweU 

in the ei ty. not only suggest$ that the idea of ~C!r1fice is alien to 

the thought of Athenasius. rut by l!nk1ng OMe again the sentence 

a[~ainst 'th~ tl'ansgtes131cm to nature $lld OOl'WptiOl'h contitlttsthat 

it is, not a tMtt.~ of w:lll. The ideas appear to b43 (umnected, but the 

disoussion so far has not revealed on what basis Athanasius puts them 

togother. It' it is not tound1n the :1dea.s ot guUt and sin, which, after 

aU. belong more properly to , the We$'torn heritage of Tertulllan. there ' 

still f'~S the possibU1ty at discovering the tie 1n the idea of 

"righteousness," a conoeptmor8 compatible to the Gr'eek Mind. 

The que.stion then 1s, if the 'oritid.sm that gullt 1sirep1aced 

by a metaphysioal. corruption in the thought of .Athan.aslu~ is correct. 

does the l.d$$ of rightousne$s admit an eth1cal pel*8p8ct1vet98 The 

96u A t hanasius does not .distinguish natUl"e $nd uill. as in 
tact. he does :not. the t.raditional. ClI'1t.1Q111m as presented here is 
somewhat lU'bitrary. 

9? . S\2. Ins~. 9 .. 2, 
98tt 1& not ent~ei,y 03.ear wlv $UCb an Ulpo$'ition should be 

made 9£ his thOOght.ln~f8.r as his so.tel'iol.ogy a.l.wa1s considers man as a 

.' ~,~~.::, ",:;'" . ': .. '!:'~,.t::~ , 
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so 
text,s $0 re,~ e1t«l point to the death as the development ot tha.t whieh 

the \iord began e.t the1nc~at1on.so that thie event is not merely the 

continuati(m \!)f the work of the 1-oM@; but it there is a distinction 

'betwoon mlture and will. the death it points to is appa!'ent.ty little more 

than Do destruction, i .eu a deatNction of death itself ( in ChrisVs body) j 

"nth no clear indication of the act be1ngo1"dered to union ot ~ .. ill with 

Gods it only It'estoras a natu:re to its imaging of God . clbthes it 

With incorruption , even renews its oont~tion of the fJord, SQ that 

man bee(J!nes as he 'uas. l1lo.d~ in t he beginning, or even better1 IIMankind 

then is pe~ected:in Him- and rest;.Qred., a~ it t.'aS rnade at the beginn1nS. 

nay With gre.ater grace. 1I99 In all cases. i t can be adnP.tted that A tha-

l1asiUS hUrt-ies over the concept of gttLlt to et.ress the positive aspect 

of deti'icatJ.on~ 

In §p1te or this Qr1en~t1onf tflll is p~setlt.Md oannot be 

ignored. IIt,By b&arlng our sins in Ills body on the tree.. a.s Pstet- speaks. 

we mf;1,tl wex-e ~e~ t:rom our 'own e.1'tectiont;,. and \;--ere tilled wi..th the 

rightooulmcsS af th~ t-laro,"laO Athan~$iu;$) 1n tact" QQ.fI deal. with. I?in 

td.tnout aecEi!}t1ng a dist1net1Qn betll~ natur, and will. Qppo~ed tQ 

dMth alld$1n 1:; the righeousness of the Word. the source of lUes 

Wher~ore there 'was h$l'e alec need ot one unalt~rable. that 
men might have the immUte,bllity ottl1.e ri~usnGSS of the \'un'd as. 
an image a.nd t~ tor Vlrtueu.Go<xi teaso1'l tht:ln. that tM Lord, 
Who ,ever ism nature unalterable. l.ov1ng righte.QUEiMSS l:4"ld 
lint-iNs :1.rP.quity t Should be atI()int~ and H~selt sent, thnt He" 
be1ng and r~g the same, by Uiking this <llterah1.e flesh , 
fJmight c.onde.tlUl ~in Wit," and rr,ight seCt,re Us freed~ ,. and its 
ability hooceforth 'to tulfill t he righteounness of the law. in 
itself, $0 as to bfl able to say,. fBut we are not i1'1 the £Iesh 
but in the Spi]:ai. if. so be that the Dp1r1t ot Cod dwelleth in 

us' (RQm, 8~9).. . 

whole even lo;l.Wl he USETS words SUCh u corruption and death. (Ue is 
describing redemption in tift'ms ot lite.) It ls presented here 0.$ part 
of theCOlll11on intel"'p1'etntion 'Without ~l.y1ng t.he.t it is a eorrect inter ... 
pretation. ' 

• 
99 s- Arlen9§ II. 67. lOOD?M., In . 31. 1011b1d •• I " 51 .. 

' <-'. ~ 
. \ ~:-::. ,~ 
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".Alteration!! has lat'gely been utllbed to refE)r to the Qbange 

that characteri~ed (and co.nt~es to charaetel'ize) ~·s stat.e dterthe 

fall, butlt t:as $lso used to indicate the c;ause of numts state ot devolu:tton, 

(or r e-1nstatement) I '''For being by nature l11Ooile, even though she have 

turned aw~ from, wba"t. iegoCld. yet she did not los~ her mohUity"ttl02 

and thu$ "ttlbbility" ' can refer to either nature or 'Will ~ he is not cQn-

cerned with the distinction. In thE) above text •. having shown that 'We 

have security from Christ, he proceeds to show hO\ .• it attaches to us 

by draHing a conti'ast between Christ ~ Adam; 

Fot' as' tmen Adam transgressed, his sin reached unto ~men. 
$0. when the Lord had become men and had overt...hrown the Se~f~t. 
that so great stl'Elngthoi' His is to extend thrQugh all men~ -

The pictUJ;'e he dl'aws here issitt1l.ar to his theory on creation; 

the difference bein14 that Adam in paradise was strengthened by the 

pl'esence of the Word extrinsically; now redeemed man has this str~gth 

:1.nttinsicaUy. L~6t it be supposed that by "t;.y.pe or vil'tue t /It.hs.nasius 

1& her·e speaking oi' slmpl~ edificatior.. he m!ght have ref erred hie ;reader 

to paragraphs t hix'teen and fourteen of his S! +ncK)lf!;!:Mme. t-rhere he 

dellneE/oted the ~reation ot man in the image of God. Mali ts l-:hat he is 

( by adbpUon) precisely because the Word 1~ that (by .nature}.The Lord. 

as the unchanging unenangeJ;lble. is the principle., of uncban,geahleness in 

roan; he secun.$ man"s freedom (whiob for Att-.anaSi'Us is f i..rm at.tachmtmt 

to the ~od)104 by taking the nesn andcondemn1ng its legacy olsin. 

F'l'eoooin is not si'((lple li)Obllity, it cons.1~tG in rightt.Qusne~:uH and if this 

righteousneSs did not belong to the ,Word, it could not at~h to man. 

102 .' .' 103 . .. ,a. 9£ln'lQis. 4.2. £., Ar~·e.nos I , 5~. 
104 '. c ' ,< ' . cr,. S. Gml~$n? -lo.S ; "'then sceing, as 1 s~d before,. and 

abuSing her power. she hAs percEdm that sh~ can m()ve the members of 
the bod¥ also in opposite 'Way ••• not kntl'wing ~; that ehe is made not 
merely to mbve. oot to ll10ve in the dght. direction." 

:d!·~:/~ ",~6!,,~'J;::: 
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Up to this point, tt ,might be .said tiu~t the conQept ef deifi

catiOn in Athanasius does n<>t exclude t.h.e 1llvin$ic l'ooem.ptiv$ slgnifd. .. 

C@nceoi' d~th, butneithw t:1Qes itindude ttl" if he ;1$ ui1l1d tel the 

di.BtincUOns "Ie are adeustomE!d. to drir.\l in a ,phill){;lOphy ot man,. It 

sbc1:ltlli; 'be not¢d. howewr'., tbat at t:h1s pQ1:nt. t he t~lo3.e al:'.gtll\lent has, 

eM.ng«l. Tb,e pX'bbil.emis not. whether theGteekeoncept qr dOincation 

by the i.ne~UQn exelud;(J$ the e«c,:U;1C'fJ 1).i' de~1;.h;, bu.-t tm~t is t,he 

memptive $t1~at;,.on as 1.t. 1s '~lUl(ied by Athooa61tu., l~aw that a 
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more e.dequ.e.te understanding otthesPlldatlty invlil.?lOO ;Ul wooampUon has emerged 

l'rom t.~e thSol.ogyoi' them~ytrti.Qa1 hQdy. it b much ~sier to :$,$e in, What 

senSe aU h~ty bas 11'1 fi1~t· ~e:n tedeam~ by the incarnation; end the 

disQUssiQll eM· ~QO!!le :lnv<dv~ u;i.~th t.l';lo rf;l.a.tiol'l of the redemptive inear-

11a.'t~Qn tQ God J;'ather thlU"l the ll1U.t'Ual. ratat ionot its phas.es. Thi$ hae , -

bfi>en th~ ectntribuUon 'Of the t.heology ot tho l!'esurreotion~ 

. ~:~, .. ;.::: ... -;;: . ..,'r:.i~;~:::! 
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3 .. llUMAlt lUSTOIa AND 1lUXAN lEATH 

A 'New Perspective 

1b.e cbaracterist1c feature Of AthaDaelUa i thOUSbt on ';redemption, 

as evideneed 'in the phU080phic perspectiVe, 18 summed 1.lP in th1ep&s'" 

sqe frQii' hi8 work 1lIg8.1nat tile ' Ariana: 

fOr a8 the LOJ'd, putt1JJ&. on tbQ bOdy, beeame man., 80 we men ELJ'e 

deified b1 the Word as be1Ds tak.Q to pm through 118 nesh, and 
hence1'orward 1Dberl t lite evel"l.aetlD&. 

1'h1. de11'1catlon however, doe. have two phases, one perta:1nl~ to 

the 3udQ;l8ent tbat we1gbed apwt men, the other to COn'Upt1onl 

,FOr ~ the eacritlee of 11. ow body J lie both pqt ,an end to the law 
'wb!eb "aB aea1net U8, a.a.d maae a Jlewbes2oo1ng 'r- 111'e for us, by 
the hope or reaurreetlOZl wb.1ch Be bas ,!'Venul. 

'!be d1t1'lculty 1s tbat the tteentence" or Judgment 18 transposed 

in Me tbOuShtto 'beCClle almost the SOUrce 01' tQe corrupt1Cl1l ratber tban 

the sanction of guilt i 

'~Gl.l beiDg beld 1;0 Dave died in I1mI 'tbII law ~Ol'V1Qs the ruin 01' 
men mlsht be ' undone (1nallilQah .. ~t.,i power lfG.. 1'ully spent 1n the 
lArd' .. bocly )"~ 

Witb.th1., ~be dOQble faceted at't'uct'.lfe Of rec1empti,()D. -rae. in 

a 81DSle grand work 01' re.to~tlonJ "MMkSDd 1$ perfected in ll1m aDd 

restored, as it waa made at tbe 'beg1tlMng, nay, with greater 6l'ce. ,,4 

10 • J\r1anQI XXI, 34. - .. ' . . 

2 de lXkc." 10.5 • .............. 
3lb1d *I 8.4j ct. c, Ar1anoe I, 60; II, 1, 8, 66,76 , 
~ - . -

4~. Arianos II, 67., 

, :: ... ~ .~_.Jo~;. ...·r:~,,":::, 
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The sentence .... 1.e... death" bat beenpeld 'by aU, sUlce 'It ran out in 

Chr1~t~ 

'!'he tollowUla pa$~" however, 8U1118 up another "hOle eqrrent 

Of hi. t.hoQaht: 

54 

''If>r wben the tust way; wb1cb wu 'thrOugh Adam, we.e lo,t, and in 
pla.~ Of ~~. we 4ev1atec unt04eath, qcl, beard the vori. 'a.st 
thou &1'tI, aod unto au., ~t thou return,' tbe~tore ... the Word of 
COd, lIhO loveslllati, puts on 111m ¢create4 :flesh at the ~ther's .will, 
tiat, wben", the fl"t man bac1 JDade. it .Oea.d throusb tile t%'$.1l8grf;188l~, 

. lfe 81mseif' ud,.,ghtqu1cken :I;b in the, b.looA of His 0WJl. bOdy" and m,1ght 
open -tor u. a ""1 De" U4 U'ri,Qg, t a. tbe· Apo,tle ~8, ttbrough 
the · vell, t that 1& to say , Jfi.$ tleilhi whicb be $1$n1f'lee elseYhe~ 
thus" tYberefore, it ~ -.n be Ul Chrbt, be 18 a DeW creation •• -, 

'l'he 're,tot thb enapter ~t lteUbe ,e. comme~ on this 

pe..aage. J(ote the tol.low1nSUUte Of ()I!lrepect1ve. "the t1rst way" 

1mIDed1e.tel)' plaeet the di.en,siOll Of creation ..,. t1'.Ie :tau 1n the con

text Of tbe ntc1emption, Uie 0I1ly way 1t.,f;gn1t1QU.ee ea.n be c1e1llOl1.trated. 

'!btl "f1rst ,way" was "tbrousJ:l. Adam .. .. in cOlltl'8,st to the way ,. "new and 

liv1.bctt that we ba've 111 QbrS.st" ana. which .u8 tor "& oev C1"8e.tl0Ih H 

'lhe b1atOJfh _1sn1tleqce Of pe", M ~ troIa Cbristaeerp lINch 

JDOl'e in the toresround .. 

Ba'\tUls lo,t tbe tu-et way, we "c1evuted unto death" .ali yet the 
I 

_th 1a related to, guilt I tor JIIfJ,ll now ''bea:td the wotdlii ••• "ru$ trans· 

gee.lOll ~d' forth the Word Of (lod. 11M "love. JIIIU\", and ClOd te.kea 

"c.~a.ted tle,h" at hi. "Ather',s w111". 8Otb. of the. last pbruee repre· 

sent a8tsnU1cuteO{l,Qe'I;I:,~ on tbe pQt Of Athan&.iue I tor eJ.l. alq be 

bae 'beenbeaitant w ide~t1ty the WOrd e1_1' with ~ created leat. 

he beeaUed a cree.ture;l Ol" w:1tb the ,.tber~. 1tW,t le.t he be made 1,nter .. 

lor or 4epeDclent .Qa tbe A1ther U. d1gQ1ty. 'lb.e' ec.lI1eesJ.1OJ1. establ1shes 't;he 

mecl1atonal work9fee.lYa;t~0D tn the divine 1nlt1a.tlve s.u,d require. an 

'Xb1d# .U». 65 • 

:,,..;j:.: . ..,' ~,~;,,:* .. ,;:-::i 
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1~t1m$te i6eot1fication ot GQrist with maQ. Tbe 1dentificat1OQ is 

wrousht eo tbatChn,t ''ml8ht q'USockeD. it;' and this 18 very susgestlve 

55 

of &D association with the Boly :Spirit, who 1$ v~:wed by AthaDas1u8 as 

the actuaUze.r : of t~ power C1£ God,6 al though bare it carries tbe pri· 

mary meam.ng Of "enliven'" ,or "rerresh" . 'l1be unU1catj,on ie aQc<*lp:Ushed 

;tin the blOOCl,"' a c).ear ronm.Uat;J.on of tbe ~olatiOll 1nvOlved ~ a sac .. 
'.', l 

:r1f'lc1al death, while there is no reference to expos;!..Dg hi$ bOdy to death 

$0 that it JD1eht run out 1n 111m. Christ really enter. 1,nto 'tbesituatlon 

at wnk1nCS 'as lII1nQers, to the extent ot expe;rienc1Dg death. 

OoI1t1nuing with tbe WONS ot t he Apostle (&'0 . 10: 20) "thrOugh • •• 

ata nefh", there i8a elear 1n41catton ot tbe tnetirumenteJ.lty of Christ' 8 

hUllla.n1ty, for th1s is how Atb.a.D&8iu$ 1nterpre~8 "fiesh". J';tnally" the 

end relNlt 1, "a new creation, It ft.tber tban .. re-crea\ion, tor theempbasi', 

1& on the "new" rather t:bar1 the e.ree;'1on; 1t 1. a new way. Placed 1n the 

lV881' context Of hi' di.cue.ion ot Prov. 8a 22, in lIil1ch ~e P$ .... 

0~8, Cbr1st appear. a, a real proto-parent, not typej and this power 

of ge.neratlOQ, by wh1ch _11 bee ... adopted, b realized in the puch,. 1.e., 

"111 the blood'" Thul,t At..J)an$.1u8 continues: 

'lbe~tore t r an love to JDa.1) none ~:r tl'an the Lord, tbe ''beS1mdng' 
of tM I1\)W .ore-.tl_, 11 created as'tbe ~f ••• tbat JII&Zl tight walk 
no lQQger accord1q to ~t tirst crea"tioc. .. . •• tbe blessed 4po.atl.e 
tft4lles 1a Qoloniaas, -.ylas, tBe 1s the Head or the body, the 
Church, who ls tbe :Be8~1Qs, the nr8t-~ t1'<*l the dead, tbat 1n 
aU tb1D8i1 lit m18ht bave the preem1llelloe ,1 

What thia "aew way '" cClIl.et,ta j,ncen be seen by our ~l.at1OD8hlp 

to hi, gOlly" 

not tbe Word, considered u the Word, receiVed We 80 peat grace, 
but we. For becauee or our relattolllhip to lib bo4y we too have 

6 et. 'below,p. ,, ~ 

1 . 6·' ~. Arianoe It, 5. 

,'!:!.t:;-~; 
.. ... (;.~ ... '.i:;~ 
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become Qocl.' B temple, aDa. 1n c;onaeq\lence are aile God t e sons. 8 

'lb13 relattonabip 1. 8_ &.aoe1&t1on W1thh3s~i ,0 tbl;P.t _ partic1pate 

in t.he '.,-sterie& ot hie Ute. l'hU8 wben tbe S~t ~$oended on 11m in 

the JorGaA, it was IltOX' U$II$ the Sp1r1t came to him tew ue.10 Xn tact, 

DOW tba.t the CQllDQrl saviogr 01' all, baa died on our behalf, we s the 
fa1tb;f'Ul :ttl Cbrt.t, UO 10Q&ef' dte the death a. before, apeeabl,y to 
tbe ve.mins or tlIe 'law, tor tlUa COQdellD!Ltian baa eea$ed;, but corrup
t101l ~asins a.lld beinS PUt ,away by the grace Of the Resu,,-reoM,on, 
bencetoi? we aft ~ <u •• olved,~.ably to our b04lol5 morta.l 
,Mtu~. '. ' , 

'l'b:1a is 'W'h"y de.atli ~o "loot its atUg": it 18 hot the seJIIe' aD 

before,; but haD becQiIe a means ot wuon witl) 00cl.12 Wh$t ' baPpens to 

Cbri.t 1$ "011 9U1' 'bebalt", NUl our relat1acab1pto h1m b pa.rtlc1pattne 

tbat which be baa Utor us" , oven to the extent at death. lklt thi. 18 

not ti1e ult:t.te: 

AnA &$ at IUmtelf" who .ctU'ie. au, ~8 3180 tbAt lfe aenct,1t1es 
" 1I1m~U to the i\i.tbeX' for QUl" JS,kes, not tMt the W~ lI&y ~ 
Bollt" but that lie lUmaelt _ 111 :JI1maelteanct117 all Of UI. ' 

Tbe aOUl'ce of thS.. ee.ncttty 11 mt.nt: .9tbere 18 one dan¢tU1cat1on, 

wbich is deriwd tram tbe Fathe", throush t.be Son, in the i1o~ Spirit . .. 14 

Hevorl.Qele •• , it muat ~ ~ our Lorel'. 1:n_nitYi the tleth 18 

ae.lUllled 'by 1WD to be QllObted aD4 becaae tbe 80\U'Qe ot an" $ Anct1t1ca

tiCIU "that the AJlctU1c:atlO1l cCIIdJ1ito till Lol'daa sa, fIIAY ~ to 

aU SlleQ trcm H1IIl" .15 • is the "lust born" 01' the Q$V creatlon" 1Dau8U

rat-iDa a. " DeW ~tt to t.be ~tber II a way acb1eved 1n his rue}); (bUll8tllty h 

Be 1, tberetO'1'e ca.1.l.ed aDd 18 tbe "J'1ftt-'bom." or us, because all 
lien be:1n& l.oet accordlQa to tlIe· tl'lUl8p'e8a1on Of AdaJa, 111. neah 

8 Ib14, x. 43-

lao, Ar~ I, 41. ... ' .' 

Ue.r. Above, n. u ; p .• 4. 

14. Se1"tM>1onI, 20. 

,,:::~.;.: .. ;~ . 

9cr. ~, p. 4rr:. 
u ... cte lilc. • 21.. 1 • 

13C • A:-1u~ I, 41. 

15 C. Ar1an08 I, 47. 

t~t:·.~~v:-:, 
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beto~ au ' o1;herewa&save4 a.od llberated,, ' as being the WOrd·s 

, 'boc1y~ and henceforth W$ ,I becQUng ltncorpore.te w:tth It" are saved 
after' it,s pattern.,16 ' ., , 

"that by lib be1Dg called f';Lrst~tbose that caI!Il raft'.er H1m may abide, 
as depel241ng on. the 'Word as a begil1D.1n6. "11 . ' 

CQu1as by means of hlebl."tty, it 1'eMbee U8 111 the Sp1r1t; "For wbat 
; ~ , I • 

the Word ha.S by pature" as I ~1dj in the Father, tbat be WiShes ttl be 
. ", ". , 

81ven to ~s 't~~ tbe Spu;&.t U'll'evOkably / ,18 

'!his ' 1'&p1d sw:ivey ot too soterio10Q ot $t . At;ba.nasl.u.e CEIJilUot be 

eonta:1.lled ;i.Xl"tbe J?b.Uo60pb1c fra1Dewo~k. Of l;1uzilaIl ~ture e.tid death. There 

1e another alternative" tbat presented' by i;be b1bld.calc:ategori$$ of bUJllrQn 
, • I ' 

history and deatb .. ' which .. v;1:tl:l~t ~sat1ng tbe f'OrIDer open up a new hor1;on. 
, i t 

It beg.W.~":ltQthe dlV1ne in1at1ve 'Im 'the plan Of so.lva.tiun. 

'l'be IlUt:J.aU'Q Of ' the li'atber 

; St. faulee.ptured; thi, a.spect 1Il tvovery al1cc1n'/i phraeee, 'Obe 
, • I, : .' I , • 

revea:U.pg thJe 1nit1at.~:ye; "FOr Goa. we t:rulY :Ln Ohrlst., ftcdncU1D8 tbe 
, ' . ' ~ jO I I 

wo:uld, to h:.l.Iiee1.t1
' (2 Cor. 5; 19) and the otbe¥' J'eVeal1ng tlJe l.ove ~ "But 

GOdcCI1IIIeDd. Dis charity towards us, becau.e ,,!:)en a~ yet we were s1nDers, , , 

Cbrist 41edfor us. (Ram. 5:, 8-9) 

,'lbi:& app,~1e al.to~ther d1f'fe,rent t~ ~ iIl'tex-Pretation 

gle&Pe(4 tJ'Q'D A'tban&s1us" t.beOS"Y0f ci\'eattOn, wbe1'e tl:!te Fatber""generated" 
, . 

men accord1qto m, WOrc:l .. and so ,p-reserved t_ j,n exlsteneej $0 that 
" " . " . I ' , 

tbey eOlWl e'VeX' renew in the1r desire toward lIUl by the · cOllteJap1ation Of' 
• ," I" '. ' 

tbe word. ':'b hew ,,~ 1snot to 'be 1n tbe sOUl ... nor 18 it to be expliclted 

by a. d1stlllctiou Of grace and aa.ture. It 1t "ia Cbr18t,, " U1"bcIn GOd 18 
, " 

16lb1d• , ' Xt, 61 ~ 
~ 

17D>14,;, ' 63~ 

18l!ll:!,,, W, 25 • 

l"':~ .~:~- J; "-.·r:.~:"t •. :? 
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world.l'lg tor tbe aalvo.t101'l of aU. l4ol'e tban th1s, tM aet1o.n must center 

1a tM ht1lllan.eQn$eiOl1aneac Of Ohrbt; the .aorU11» of reeonoll.1at1o.n 

earmot stop at 1mmolo.tion but. must preISs, on to oblAt;!.on it it inteQds to 

conclude in Cod. 
'f,,' 

tl1 appl.y1nS thiG perspective to At!wla$iu4., tben.,it will be con .. 

sta.Dtly necessary to dlst:bl&ubh nat~ :tr<lll history. Be too speaks of 

tbe l!'atber'$ love" but sanet,ime& it 18 111 tbe context at nat\U.'e or cteat:LOIl, 

as: 

'lOr they ~reaturefi] cOUld not have e~4 1l1s _t~ which vas un .. 
tempel"8d splel\d02;', even tbD.t of the _tber, :t.Wl.eae OOD4esoenc1as 'by 
the Fatber ' lS lOW it»;' nan Be had ;suPP9l'tec1 t_ Q.Dd takon ~Old of 
t~ aQil b~t tbem into e~ilft.ence -,19 ' 

.. ...,. BUell aa tll1e l.f:ad to "''- cQn:f'ua1onot DatuJoe 6Wd sn.oe. lew ,much 
I 

d1t"ferent 16 the tOUowhli: ... God or aU 1;.b,en.. . be~ lOViDa aM 

ldD4, prepajr\ecl be:to~MP4 in It:1s Oila VQrd; ~ 1Ib,Qll a.l.fOlIe created ua, 

the kOn_ ~ our 88l..-at:S,.On. ,.20 fA tbe CQIltut o:t hiator,y, the creation 

'boCCIIWI. "also," ,clearly distinct f:'OllDthe crace, which vas to be realised 

in Q,t1 "econQlly .·' 'rhus ~ :tn¢e.l'mtloa i t .. 1t 14 placed in 'tao eCIGte~t ' Of 

Israelite bilnor)' I a M~ that 'be~ 1n JIdaln, tbe taU and theprClll1ae ,0 
I 

It 18 thiS. apPl"9flch ' which $1,lpporta the toUOW~ PU-6IIIU "For' au \j~'" 
men, being me:rely born 'Of ~, tied, and death re1pecl ow.l1" them} but lie, 

tb.e SeCODd Man, 1., 1"rOIll ~aven" .. 21 

. 'l'b.e 41at1nctl<m \>etwHn M.am ua Cbrut '8 not aa OWiOUa Ol' 

eaa1l.y a.chieved as lIl16ht at f'irat appear} .D.OtG tbe lack Of cU.at~t1011' 111 

111 tbe tollowtdg sentence,: "_t u , ~ lila we bA'fe cc:ao to be, &0 

U80 111 11m., all _Il m1abt b6 rec1ee_4 ~ 't;.1Wlr aw" and l»' 111m aU 

t.b1I2p m18bt be ru1etl. It22 
- . -- - ~--. - > - -- .-- -~ 

19lb14w .. II, 64. 

20a!,! • .f 1'.>' 

,,-':~-t:; ... ~ 

21lbid'l1 I. 44. -
22lb1c1" 49. - -
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This text comes from tile phi.1osoph1e it;r'..erpretat:l.on of his 

theoT1 ¢f creat10n l while the f1rst depends on his h1$t orical approach 

to redemption, the sign1t1oa:pce 0:1 'i:;b:1~ dietinc'tiQn j,.s be~tob$e.rved 

in the tbeolOs,y of death that COllIeS f;r~ t .bem. '1be phl106.0phic 

appoach tuterprets dea.th as the t~1c eDeDliY Qf our nature, while tbe 

h1&tor1cal a.pproach l"CVe alS lts (;itan1t'1~ce a.s the means of un!on with 

God and the f'ultUl1!lent of our n.ature. Justa.S thexe is ill the WOrld; a 

lite fr(Q Adam e.nd A.Qam's death~ SO tbe~ 18 a life frQll Cltt16t and 
I 

Christ t e death; ana\ as l<mg /1;$ the 1"ecteationu intert':r.oted 1Ji: terms of 

creation, 1.e. ~ in8ol'a.l~ as lllW1J created 1ll 'the ilna.ee is restored Ul that 

:i.ma.ge, the ,histodeals1Sn1t1.c@ce of Cb.r1.t wUl be submerged in the 

IP80$ doctrine wherein the lP.ce.me.t1on merely continues hi, c08ll1010giceJ. 

'Work. If' the ~tiOll retaSne ita un1quene&&, the distuctiOtl between 

f\tQelnption aud croa.tioh, bet\1een our lU'e frQn Adam, and O\U' life 1'1"(8 

Chrbt" must, be preserved. Bence tl:Ie :\Jllportallce of placing the Yncarna .. 

tlon ttl t~ context of an eCClillaJ!;y nmiitest1ng tM wttative 8Il,d love ot 

the Father in hi. 'plan tor our se.J.vat1an.. 'WbUe AtbaPas1~ 8uc(:eeds 1n 

plae1u8 l"ec1empt1on ~ tbe d.1vtne 1.n:1t1at1~. it is pat always clear why 

he does. so. SOOletime$ the ll10tive is love, equal.lY apport1oued in the work 

of crea.t1on as well as ~~t1cn: 

aa ba$ yet Of tl:ie l~1ng ... kUldness .and goodua.ss ot Bis CMlPatbe~ 
been 'maonit'et1!ted to U$ in a buIllan bOdy for .OUJ'. salvatiOn... it 
will appear not tncoostant tor the Father ~3bave wrousbt 1t,s. 
saJ.vat1on 1n lI:I.= by wboee means 'te .ma4e it. 

At other t1mtea, ·tbed1v1ne :U11tiA'1~ 18 Ol'dered to pen."ect1ng .;that was 
\ 

lo,t or 1l1adequatel.y brlld in creation: "FOr ~ tbe SOn is given 

what 1s gj,ven; tmd tbe.re is aothing but tbe Fatbel' operate. it thrOugb 
.t _, 

23 . ' I. a !!2.., 1; 3-. 

:~!~·;' I~' 
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the Son, f Or t huG is grace secure to him who recei ves i t. ,,24 The thought 

~re i s t hat since· t ne econcruy pro¢eEi4s f'l'aIl theFa.:ther, the SOn, whO , 

works it" and who has 01' 1~ wl}at the Father is , can secure f'0l" men the 

qu.aJ..ity that Pit'Oceeds from 'the. r.atu,re of the Father as ~nnetoxlJ 

but tlwye.U preach o£ Him as. Radi~ce, thereby tosi..gn.ity His being 
f rom the essence" proper aJld tn41v181ble, ~ Bis oneness with the 
Fat.:ller.'.1his2alSQ will secure W.S trueuncbangeableness and 
immutab:Uity.' 

BainS ~ne~ate, (e,nd also unori€;inate),i the Father i s unchangeable . 

Crea.tures , On the contm:!."Y are alterable ~ 

f or thi.ugs o:t'ie;;f..l.'}.1.a~, being from noth1ng, and not beinf> before their 
or~t:1Qn, because 1fi tl"Uth26they cOllIe to be after not .beillg, have 
a nature wlU,ch i s ch..'\llgeable. 

~ia a.t~l'It.b1.l.tty 1n creatul."t}s is capable of' ditterent meanings. 

'lb.e pl1llol;lopb1c approach i dent;l.f'le$ it as ~ gradual d1ssolut10n or COr

ruption or fallen ll$ture . 'ni1s historical. view i dentities it as the CatJJe 
I, .! , 

of eth1oaJ. d<;lVOlutiot\, thus locating it ,in tbe wUl,; (Without de~1Dg 

toe .pia<;e 01' nature) t 

But that originate. things are Clhs.ngeable J no one C$.ll d.e~ , ~ee1ng that 
8;l:!.gels ~mnsgl"esse~ .AdtUn dl,$obeyed, Md all stand in need ot the 
~ce 01' tbe llord.i::: I 

Thus t.be init iative of the Pather t~ the Sen ~ecute~ in nt,9.tl."!O wiil 

the :r~te<)U$.tle.$ that he could. net hold in Adam. Cbri$t ~eCU1'eS man in 

this ~charllgoe.blene'6 by sanetUy1ne lW!iselt fo~ all of us J thus beirlaJ 

in bis humanity" the source ot our righteousness: 

For t lu:'ougb. Be Aa.d no need l oevertbele88 1b 1$ sa.id to have received 
hUlll8oll4r, tbat on the other hand, inasmuch as the Lo;rd bas re~lvedJ 
~ t~ grant is lodged ,,1th H1ln, ~ grace may ~ sure . 

ella. «iana. UI" 12. 

a6 ... ~_~ ' I 36 C. irU'_OIl , . t 0, ... - ,_ ... 

28 ~. 4rianop IU, 38 • 

. -~'~!!:..~:. ~ 

, 'L 
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It must beCQncluded from all this that Athanas1us does not 

cWaw Qut the tull soteriOl.ogie.al 1mpHcation, illvolved in tbei,h1stor .... 
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ical. perspeotive Of the Father's initiative ,in the WOrk ot salvation. and 

this tor 'bfoX'O,.sona. I n oM. Sense, ~ 'lias not neQ8ssary ,. inasmtich as 

,be •• . not a heiit' ot tettuU1a.n's legaUsttc lIlentalit,y t bat l$i to the 

idea of :,Chl'ist placating An angry God, and the s~temo:r sat1s!acti.on 

and merit evolVing tl'Qm this. On t he otherhand t t he 'trinitarian char .. 

actel' of the Arian cotltrover.sy led n~ toatrtlis$. when he Bald that 

"Tbus God was in Chnst l'e.eonelling t he WOrld to himself t: ",29 not that 

.GQdwas in Chl'1.st, bUt that Christ wa.a eq\1$3. to God. ~levertheless, the 

g1"oundwork is the~. ,and l"epres~tsa modification of the system that 

evol vE!d fr:om ,hi.s th~17of creation, Ina$l1Ueh as Christ seC\:U'8S for 

us the ,grace of the Father 18 unchangeablene$s t the redemption is plaoe4 

in t he context eta wUl. (~ nature) that is preserved in ~e t'l'eed<xn, 

(i:l" attacbm$lt tb g(IOd as well as lmmortal1t,. 

Ch:r1st !md His Identity _til S1m'lers 

Beqause the language in his approaoh to l'edemp'Uon imp1l.cated 

a "!'otltQ~at1on~ of creation. it foUQ'WS that his view of the 1dent1t1cat1on 

a¢:hi'eved ,1Iry Christ ''lfUl lil(ewih be subject to this interpzoetat1ol'h This 

has been noted ;.n the transpOsition of j'I;lQglI18nt to 'Signify death rather 

than guUt.30 It ,lIhould a;Lso be not.ed, that. as a mattel" ot tact, Christ 

oan not ident1.f;y With e1n at all in a ,phy$1cal~~ Since th,1$ WOuld 

~e $'V'U a substanoe or Chr1J1ta. sUl_r. On the j).th(tX' hand. :1, t is 

necessary "that Christ bec$lI1e ~t we are to lead us to wbat He is." a 

tavortte totmUla 0:( the Greek Fat.he'ts. How to ~l'leu.e this pe.radox 

2911'. lW. •• 6. )Oct. aboVe. pp. 48ff . 

,_ \':,~~ -r.:: .~~ ... ~~.~~;~~. 
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18th& probltw ot Chnst,',s .relation to $in. 

~h ... t thero: i" some ae800bti<m of Chriat with humMity is 

Qbvioulf,ll "And tlfuon H$ l'e<1$1v$d the sp:12'1t • . ~ tt '-taG how by n1im -r~ 

lfUlde reoipionts of ;1~ . .. '2 Til.,. cont.tct Us the ~o of' our lUei ti,A.nd 

no longer 1tt .A<1~ 4U'6 W$ aU dying; bat j;nCbntt \ro t)1'~ ell reVivins. tf:;' 

But \hb NSOC'iation 'tdtb Chri., U the ·~or rooEmlPUon. not the 

Itbe!t.'re. ·8 Tbh lAtteJ' aspect ta not $0 Q4atl$ 1denW~ed in v1el~ of tho 

transposition our thQUght t;1akea, at in tb1. text; If ... 1na$l'Jl1ch ·8.6 He hed 

s. ~se for out" $Gkelh to take on !Ilm thrOIlgh th(} fleen au that in

ht:ld tQlee Qf jU.dgmen.\ Whlchlayo ageJ.illt \1 •• )4 Here tho jud@l1eirt. C$n 

r:efer to the COlTUpt1on 1p ,our ~tutet 'Wb1.C)h. 4$aaontonee that must 

be· ·acu'!ompl.$.she4, 1"\1n# out Q1l Cb,riet'.~. A s/itilar ~ple is found: 

in ~e following, "For man, bctlng .in· U1m,was CluickeMd); tot tbis wa, 
~ the Wo~ wa, wted to 1IWl. ~ that aga.:inst ·~ the eu.l'$e l\I1ght 

no lon.ge.r pre'ftU. ,It)$ 

The preblon is tn.t At~tdU$ .can use the. VocAIbuleJ'7( of recon

ciliatiOn, i.e. If words SUCh as "'judgtilfmt,!wMnteneeJtftcurse" Jldebttland 

":,intl to doscribe What h& ~an, by 2N1IIIIto"IlUon" C)J" recl_pU.on.'l'hu. 11' 

Chl"iet .t:1.etl. 'O'lU!' dt'bt. th~ dobt U ~t«l tQthe acnteoce of death. 

rather t.~nn 1-ttth lQ(:Il'I. WO al'. ai.M","S •. ·and WhO$8 wUl U 1nadequat.cU.y 

Oi"1on:~ to good. Yet tll$J latte, is not altogetnQJ' ~.t from. hilt 
, , I I 

thou.ghta"by ~i'i.nS ourJ1n1t in lU.e bodY on the tree." as l'&wspeaks, we 

~t. abovo, Pp. 4 S". 

'~" • .59. 
'J,,~ ~ 9£dt. 2 . 

. . 

~!..::-. '';' 

32 . . I. 
,~ Aaoe I " .",. 

S~.f II, 76 .• 
36. . . . .. .. 

Ct. ~~ •• 20; c. Att9QH 11 . 66. 
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~® ~$ '1"~~$\ f~ OtU" 'own efteetj.(m'r and we" t1U.edw1t.b th~ 

rl$h~o8' ot the v&l"<i,; if 31 

6, 

in tM.~ C41W'. tnQ(t'MfJ that CO~I:I' '"In Chl'ilJt 1s ~t. the ,~ 

mon.l1ty Gi the Word,. but. hisfil'm .ttunen\ to V'*'l"tU.Oi StUl, hQWWIJ%'" 

t he r.tlon 01 col1dar1$:y td.\b Clui.$t 1.$ dceCl"ibedaOcol:'d:.Wg to lts ' 

pocit1ve e.ct -01' WQ~re"Qn ltJi.th Him" Ol" doincation. rath"~ than 

lorgtv~bsof~" 1~t, ~t10D mn.$t Mt o~ ~ 1fltli'!nsic W man',G 

COtlrdpt;..otl~ wt to ~' s~t aitmU. rhe ntmt. l?$$se.g~ ~6 'Clo'se to 

th:1$ m.~s; ~e.ps it ,1$ $' 1'e.'1" B$ Ath~U8i, 1?l'~CtmPi.Eld 't-rtth 

Ohr1$t'· $ .v:bd:t)y, can ,Ot 

bocanee that 'the toN who &upplt~ the .. ~ ~s ~~ 
a mM like 11S", M$ ~n tt'le c>.th~ ~ •. th • . le.v1o~t h~hl~ 
lib1~$lI :1Q taldng '<flU" ~ .Qf h-utllUte.UQn,l * and, tQok a 
~.rw.nt~ tGl"XA. putt1nm; ~ 'lthatfle$h 'wBi.ch~s el1Wv:ed 

,to $!h. . 

tot'\bJJ; a.ut;tJ.on' b t'M'$", and, _~ of*. Ntha.r1Jlst \l$ 1.$ ~~'t. 

'W1th Jd;£1~ that Ch'!st '~ ~-f li.1,thqut , 1V'..ur: 111,$ ~e$ 

a h~(} to U$~ ~e.~:rt tho d!v1.~1V ,0£ CArt" .. 'thus h~att1tm$t 

And nQ b~~o lllWl. ar.Q &d ntt't ·~ 1ntQ tatn,; to ~tn1 that 
ChriAt _$ Mt .me~ 14eit_ :tn .. a ~ a8 . itl'& \<foJ:!d baa , 
tOrD!~l:1, ~ to ~o ,p:ropbftst il'J.t bacl ~ .'becm_, 
.nm.·~ 

tt.m1~t ~ .~ thAt thoo1o_antt .Q,ift $t.1)l. Sf'~6 \d.\b this 

PJi'obt. ~. t. E1 .•• * to ~«Jllnt tor <>~ lntrin'&1,c ,1.'el_St;I t~ 

the judam.om. ag.m$t ·An triltb.out"'ng Cb.r1.t ~bl"£O ,.~ puntsh1Hnt. 

to~ $1:\, 

Atha~GiU.f' 1'.hen. 40$1 not _vcmQa hU S9t.eriolog bty0n4 

a philosophic pet~etlw b1 ,Gi$l!lOciAt1Os ChrJ,s1. wltn \htt histarloa1 
, , - " 

$ttu..Uen of l¥n ~ ta$ ~1.taB$ of B1n ~ ~. beoause beaQe • . 

"'A~ A~ In )1.. ~t' I, 4-,. )~ .• ln, ~. 

. ~:: .... ;-$(,;: . ~,·r:~"' .. ;:t 
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not perceive that Christ 'can identitY. with the fcUlen nature of man 

withQut participating th~ guilt that re$ide$ 1n man.'.'s wUl.Yet he 

does see that redemptioll ~$t he int.rinsiO. J t remai,ns to ¢Oneider 

whether Ws advance t-lUl ' be art'1ved at from the mor,e positive aspeCt 

of 1&mtJlt:1cation. i . e •• the transFot'llJation it 1$ ordered to. 

Christ and Hi{) T~l!ltomat1ve Oblation 

Again,. it w;1.U be necessary to carefully separate t he notion 

of d(;)athas related tQ hist9l7, &nd as related to nature~ OnlU in 

the tormer' CI1S8 can it ~ encmred. irl$()t'i.t as it beCQtneS speoU'1ed as 
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a means .of union With t.he llather, There al'e t hus two leVels in the 

discuSsion he-i>e., t he f:1.X'st,. mu~ther r,chrtstrea3.1~ died, PI' vanquished 

death. a.nd t he second. whether that death is tI10re than pure immolation. 

The 'firstquest:1Qn will aCce'rtain t he t1natity of the Ineal'nat1on. and 

the second. t.he f::inali ty of the .death. 

Although A than4s1us f1"equentl.y talks as U death 1<.'&$ destroyed 

by Christ, l,j() I?fII aJ.,,$o lIl&1n~1ns that it was changed by Himl of tb1s. the 

1"eS11rl'ection is bot.h t he ·sign ot His parUo!patiQn in it and evidence 

t.n(At it is nolonge1" the same: thul;lj 'becau$e Christ di$d "on our 

behaUa (not -in out-steed") we "no longer die the death .as befo1"e ••• 

:but oorrupti",no~s:Lng and being wtaw(AY by the ·grace of the resur. 

rect:iQn. heneefo.rth 'W$ . .. re <>bly diS$Olved._41 

Death plays (A 1'84 part in our &anctiticationf 

How then has He ,gl."fen Hinu~el.f« it He had. not ll'Otn nesh.? 
For nesh He offered, and gave H1mself tor us , in order 
that undel'going deat.b. in it .. t He mA.ghtbrtng to naught 
hiln that h~~12 t.1iep<)wer with death . 1.. e." t be dSV:U" 4 

(Beb. ,,·l4) 
• 

4OC1',. note 3. above. 41de Inc. _ 21.1. 42!5l AfAw:ph~§t 6. 

~~-t::- '!~ ... I!,:.f~'I;~ 
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"FoX' ou $a~Gr did hot, redOEml US 'by' inacUvl:t.y. but 'by $U.f ... 

, 

ter1ng tor 'M hI) -.boUahed death. ff4, 

rbis 1ll't()~t,l~n 2tepHsGnts Ql ad~co OV6X' th& idGa of or .. 
ior-4..:.ng Bis bot.tl'tO' daatb.. that AS a sentAnoe. i~ ~5h'll. r'UtI .out on llim .• 

'thUG Clwist eM t'eall.y enter 1n~duatb. and t\u.~ deatb. can _-0 at" 

self offonng tot-h~ Fat-her tor \is; lJe, took: 'ftb,e to~ or the$~rvant. 

and as ~ und~1."WOnt. for us death !n. Hi{) flosh, that tho1"el;f U$ m1gbt 

offtlZ' H~ to%' U$throu~ dcat.h to· tho Fath~. n4tJ. theJ'() " then. Q 

tl"U;$ obl,&U\ln. an otferi~ \llat conclude. I'lO't. Qnly in tho tl'enat.~U(m 

of d$atn, bu.t dQec t."l'U ~\l8e the hrItolat1On ,if an oblation that ~ 

eludes in God. 1n this pentpectivo. A~oiu.& U tlO longer wtU"J' ot 

po~~ out ~ roCfllt.y q£ ,Chriiri,.- sd-.tb.. At mo place hecri.tlo1eee 

t he J)OB1Ucn'l of' tho Jews ubo tt~t 1nd~ed the Ch1"1~t QS cordng, bu.t do 

nO"t HCkOh t.~f.t no underQ6e$ .. pa •• ,on. n45 He 1 •• ~a1ntn3' Act. 2136 , . 

as l'il~1ng that t ho WoJl'd. al.w;ys Lol"d and Xing, now man1.fosts Ris K1ng. 

Bhlp over U~· (tt'>l' U6) -on tbt! cWlS$.t, 0 .. 1n Clnpthore~,t.."'4t \':t!!: 'begin 

to hAve il1tli tor k1ngbfiea'll$EI on the et.S$ He hae cU.$1>14coo the reign of 

QO~vtl~fi« tn ,anothor- c~s-e, heolllllJlily ~:1nt$ out t M.s t1lWl.ity of' 

the' lri(:*rnQt"oli1~ l'fh~ ~/ord Ita'\'. l.~Gt 'be~o 1n~t.$ to}." oru'sak~, 

'that Me ifmli-'1t otte1:' H~ to thoF-.thu 1n ~ stead, and l'OO~_ 'us 

t hrough itis oblatiQU and 6Q«'1:ti.~iI.,46 ftd .• oblation i$ a: tl'na uane-
f.omat1on, t1.r$t t.,.,Chl"1frtil 

But Y\'}@ H() had b'rmlght ·em that tUlo Wh1Qh HE> H~ had 
appo1l1tC(l,., Qit, o;.'h,-Qh !!(! do!ti'fEX'l 'to mllter 1n the 'bod1 for all 
men. lle ~uncos 1t toths"Fath.-. ~e.lr~'th01". t he hour 
10 com; t'tt¢rll"y nw Son.,11>7 

-r: to un -___ _ . _ ~I...."- .""-<.. """-.:..L_ . _u., .--->........!.. 

4lt!JlG &6m ;:O:,l1 , 6 . 

4~ .. 1l , 15. • 

4'( dj.~. LS_ 

~~'·L,~ 

44;g,.. An~Qf 1 J 41. 

~IiW #!t&!m X t 10 . 

~,~t;.-:~~;.;; 
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Md, thGb tOli' 'i.un 

For as Clriat (lind e.nd.$ \t."aulted as ~. so. as mtm. :,li; 
H~ said to tnklili What, &$ 004. tIe evOl" hadll \hat OVCl1 such a 
snntot erace might. ,lleaCh to U&. ~ 
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It b in t.~i$ con~ that At htanas1U:s urives at tho ht'l.!l3e:n 1n$tfIl,

mentallty of Ctwist itt th(} tr(;l;k of OlU' re4omption , al.ro"d:r ootoo, IJ9 Oild 

thiD l!O-l'l{ is ~l1t,>hed not only by H1Jrd:mt :tn 1:1:1.s death. '¥.'hiehope.ns 

'Up tbG tln1$'W ,~r:, a~t'(t1nlt' t,q. tn, e~cond A.. 'IhtG l'141 'ia inaugurat~ 

fot> Chrii9t~'tl$ at t!.'l;c1,· bAptt4r.tt II tOl'f at w IU'Q aU. fl'Qlll: ei\f'th and die 

in A. $0 ltte1ng 1~8~nQt'aW ttotit ·$OOvoe of wa..te:r and $.p1l'1t. in theehi' j s,t 

,lG a..~ ell t1U1ckc.moo. "SO This $4Q1"arI't(ln;t bG~s n nw lite in un~on 'With 
> 

Ch rIstl in whcs Itlro at'(} all .re..V1V1nstt and it iG possible beoc.U$0, as (l 

cnatter of Pact.. Cht'lnt i.e st,;,;u U'Ving; as tho nssn Cllt'i$'t,. h&1s st :U1 

fIoCt1VO 'it! the t-lOrl.dj 1fF<>1' U" ~t he tt'ue tbat 'Ol'l;e d.e~ can ()~rt no 

poWer. \dli,le t.he '.sa1l1oJ:" ,40(\'$ ~ so' ~M)t'k$.n~ 

T~e ·can bf,. l1ttJ.e do\t'bt. t bs.t Athana"UG doe. afJC~1;be a ;pas,chal 

finaU.ty to th& Ih~ttQ1'l, 'Wtttob. teminates it in tit. rosu.r~ aE!' 

·t,;be eouroo<>f ChnQt"$~tati~ as 'mail U'- \1$) and our ~ t'esuaTect ion 

With aim, tbl'OUgb. the r.1at1on ~ have with HiI' bOdy. ,lmt 'the advance 

does MteM 1\'C)t'tt; ~t mubt. ltial* t.'lG $itt Q,f' tb,Q Sp1r1t.. 1n whom the 

pQW$rot Goo. 1"0aches cut to ~6 and :inco:t'pOl'&t~s us: 1nA:~ mystory ot Ch,. i;&t.. 

T'ne We Gi.1tinu Spil'it 

1h~ S~l.ri.t tv g<mel1$ll.y ViJ:rir$d asth0 It10M$" t bJ'Otl.Wl 't;fuieh Christ' s 

actiVity and:poriElr , 6.1:'0 11~:z.od ,'.in St, Atham8,i'l,4~ 1"e$tor~s the New 

Testa.m.ent 1~ntir1~tl(m or th$ Spi.:rit. as the Spb":1t 01 Cllt:ltlt tlOt only 

lJ&sa:. 4,rU:n9a I . I~. 

~ U~iii :tXI. j)~ 

. ~,,~~-t:~ ' !;. 

49ct,. ~OOVOt p. n. H . 

Stili ~ •• >l., 2 .. 
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Oeee.ll$O. Hi;; 1$ $¢nt 01 Christ,,> but 'W3ea.ill'lloBo 1'6 the tId.ni~ter of 1Ill. 

Christ's: aet)lvit.i0r.u 

But t1hOO ~. C,l'oa'l'lllghtened by' t.\e S~1r1t f it i6 Chtist uho .in 
him onl.ightells US ••• wo are made 'to drill!< or t..1f;) Spi:rit. 'Ita drirJ: 
of C'ni"ist ••• if b:1 the Spirit \$ $~e me.de sons, it 1:$ cleat" that 
it is in Chl'i(lt tSO aJ'G ealloo chU G%'0n of G.od~ •• FtU'thol"i1lo't'e. 
as th9 $()fi is lit~ - to':;' he say.s'! 3m the li£~ ' - we are .said to 
~quickened by the Spirit ... But "ih0t'1 otc t.ra",21.ue!:enod mi t..'1e 
Spiri'tt Christ h1msolt 1s sa.1d to lj.y~ in U$.~ 

'Ehe Spirit Q£ Chl":l.sf. 'relc.teD us 'te the 'Fathol'; 

F~r the Spir1t of the Word in us ft&1I1eS through us His ot:ttl 
Fa.ther a~ 01..\1'$. t1t;1eh is the AposU.s·$ rneatdllQ l·mM he MY:>. 
tGod ha:th Sfmt. tort-lot t~~ Spirit ot His son into :'lour hGms. 
eryinlh Aboo, li'o.~ner~' '. 

The ,favonto ima!!#J of t.'lC Fa.thGrt 1$. to, dcsorl'be tho- rE>:iIa t1on <It 1f athol' 

and Son i . e", li~ht and rt\das,nco ~ tms ~andQd to include tho S};'ir1tt 

And 'uhen t..~G Spir1.tt 'is 1n "'$-. the WON ,al"so.Hho g1ves the 
Sp1Ht. , is in us. ,and in t hlil Wol"d h the Fath~ ... Ft,)1" 'Wb.01"~· 

'. th~ "$.ght il'1· ,th~iI:'e is al$() the l'dd~N'1C~l 4lM whesa t he radiance 
is. there also 1 '$ :its actlv:1ty .and lambent grace. -

Again . the- Sp1rit is "tllf:l acUvityl'of Cbr1st, the "lambent ;grace'" 

~et1ng the t.~ln1 t.Y' , '1'he tfiain po1nt. 1a his 4l'pent. fl"eW un1 ty 01 

oPGraUon to unity of OSStmCit)" 1n the COlU'seor . ~be st4te$ that. 

s~eUfl~at1on is ono Well ~aU6n~ -there 1$ 0110 aenctit10aMcm ldU,cb . 

'1s deriVed ,(rQUt the I<'athe2:'. t~gh tn. Sen, ,in t he H~ly SpiJllit.-S5 The 

1mportatl.t 6ovel~pnent, hoW'6vef', is tho t~ tlUlt. the Spirit b the meano 

by which ~ pertiotpato C~16t'S ngl:iteousneesl "'F·or .1, the WON has 

by l'll.\tun, a.5 I said, .in tn. f atl101', t.1tat. He WiGhos to be giVt:i..!l to 

U$ 'tlU'Oue;b, tAo Spit'1t 1"",,'Vd.tabl;y' .,,56 
• • : -, T.g,J!~. f ~ ') ' Si ' 1 [ ,''''!'J&tAf ,' ~_ it . ~ L t) r 2"' · £ " 'S .-<!I,,,.- -:,. .. . _. k: 

$~ &PU£1ml I , 19. 

SI'}a~$QieRipn I •. 30. 
• 

6i.. dlAAiD2~ In , 25, • 

. .:c.::::-t:;.-;;. 
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This rap1"e$~nto the MVInCO Athanaaiu$ did rl9t. drw ov.t Uhe.n he 

arn'U'(ldnt the idea thet Christ. Slllft)h 0l1 1taS • t:tuAranteoQgaOonst the .~ter

tibWtr th$;t 100 us. «.nd (""Qnt~~$ t.(> lead u~J intI> $in~ 1he ava.Ua'billty 

ot thl.s t~ace derJel:id$ on t.loe hiStoric ~ign1fi:aL\l'lec or Chnst, t/no bec~:s 

the 11fe t.iv:\ .... "1~ StJ~.r!tt "W haV1l!5 rendered thef,lesli eap __ bl.o of tho 

WOrd, H~ :!!ladE! \w muk,. no 10l'l~l' a~l'dj,n6 toO the flo$h, but M¢¢Ning 

to t ho Spidt. 1i!j7 Thus de1£1~.t'.on 1$ deperlde1ht not aLone on t.he ItlCtU'-+ 

natioJ'h bUt on reoeiving t U(,l Spirit o! Chrl$tl 

And t hes¢ 4t'(l' they Who. havinS 'teCil1V$l t he t4Ql'd. gained PQwQr 
ft'C1r. Hill1 to beflOm8 son$ of r.odt f or thoy could n~t OOcQUW S01l;$ . 

boine; by naW1'",e creature!. otholVise t. ... enDy ~eiving th~ S~t 
ot t,~e natt.u·1U and, tvue SOIl.; Whfl~Ql"e t that tMa might. be. 
'th.o ligrd b~c3me nosh'. that 9.e m,\ght make nan capable of God
lead. 

F'tU"th01"!llQ~ ) tlectl:l V1.ng the Sp1f'1t ot' (!hl .. i$t i$ depe:r~ent on Christ' 8 ob

la:tiont 

AM :U' \fa ,4Gh to know the object atta1:Md 'by this . we shall find 
i t to b~ at' tO~1 t hat the Word vae made nesh in order to 
Qftol' up ~~ ~9for all,. and t hnt wOp partaking of His Sp1l'it. 
nfiF;ht ~ dei:f1.ed. . . 

Wit h th" {9.ft or th~ Spirit, th.e Second A~ ~tll$S the ~ 

tit a diV1r1bed humanity. Astl'lli'edly, &il:mf.)l" naV'e l')() place in 'th1t$ n. 
raeo Md l.'3¢ th~ GcoM'.(q .ttf. stllvation F~part!idand dire.ct4ild by the FatnQJ' 

l'Ui:3 en~ its dQ1'1n1tive phase in Chr1st... ReclempUOll is pi·OGent in the 

'fi'Ol"lds thu:;. is the $cr1ptuel. .in~:ight cf: St ,. A~us. 

. ~. , I . 60. 

59 ~ Rs.srot:U~ l~b. 
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4 COt!CLUSI0N 

I t was sugges~-d at \'.hG· owt.set that it .AthtmasiU5 wore e.~CflPted 

at i'aQe moo. hb idea or d~1eat1()n 1ri t.el'iM Qf the d!"it.i.nh$d humanlt.y 

of Cbrist oollld lMd t"p a elQGe"1" aFp''''e.oi6~1.()n of tho Ea$tem teacbi'na; (m 

the at()t'lO!l1~tr' . II del:Ux.fr~t,~ oQilpm"~SQn l~O made bet1~oen his theC)rie$ 

and our own thinld . .ng today in: terms Of the theology 'Of tb.~ t1y"$t1oal ~ 

~.,1 the ourrel')t wpbasi$ Oll, t be, r(}t;!Utt'eetion" F:.-om tl~e one ititf) Ge.e the 

~o11dari1;.y t.ha.t htlos to intervene tot re<iempti()n and fl."'Om 'the other 

'''' atorlve At-tihe 'Obla..tton t.hat chGracter!ef1J$ \h'C rcdaupt'ion as effective 

M~~U$¢ it conelude~ in 00cl .1 In both C4S«)$. the toeu.s i8 on the dlV1nity 

w:ttb.outo'bseuring the b~n1ty, aM t ofl' this re&$Ol'1 Atluu.'\asius hOlds h1$ 

~m. this point eM nO\lt ~. ~ined. 

the ~·oCllss1onof deU'iotlticnin Chapter tMo ~iv.ed at t h.o con. 

oluaiQn that Athanati'Us COtlCtlives o:r t;'od~ption AS the ~:rl( by wb10h Cbl"1at., 

in senetU,'~e; U~~ t s~ehov 'beoQnt;\o the -$OU!"Ce" or1g1n·, prul¢ple. 0.1' 

bogiM1n6 of 01..1.1' a.:metificat:i.oll , 1 , e", I' that H.$ 1.6 t htJ Second Adam. the 

head Ilhd tl"U('J protopalWlt. or :l,. rMe ot divinieod h\\rnan$.. TheN') was utUe 

indication th~t thi.$ SOIfiel\ow Ulwlv«t Q gfmel'"iea.~t1on of h1.'U11an1\'y. 

~bf) npparont co..'1trad1et:lon b due to $e~ting one ovent 1nto 
tw parts ., On the one ho.nd ,. redompi:.1.on1s, al:r~ad.V a:oooit~pli5.hed int.he 
'inearnat1Q'fi td.mply beCEl'Us.e it t5, 'i.j'hat it. 1.e. that. ie,. t ho div,i.ni~Uon 
of C.\u'ist ' s hU.'1l'Llnity . a h'tunanity Ittmpematurally Ohen (Her6ch) and. there. 
£o~~ in fU1ld4m~tnl tl.n1'ty wi.th th$ ir~v1d\utl6 l,1kt."lWisa possessing t.b1i 
tom. On th.a othsr hand. l'edet!lp'tlO.n 'beoorfle-S d.t'ectiv~ t4hen tbo sacrUl ce 
c()~6'Il1'IlJI)atee in G.eld. 8.l'id Ci1:r:l.$t. no'\>t eomplEitely human. bOCOlLOZ the source 
of the li'£e-giving Spin\'.. (])\,W~) Tho fomar rc.f'6X'S l1!Cre dh"oeUy' 
to human histol"'lJ a.s a whole. and tb.e lattex' hAa :1nd.ividtwl men in the 

locus., in $0 t .ar a.1S tnE.'ybel«ng to 4. eanrm,mity. 

'2~-t:;,·~:;· ",:"6!,~;;;;:. 

• 



-

70 

aEi if all mmu U'GlI'() ecmtoi1neQ in Him. but much to imPlY A tru<e iastrumental 

(aud OQnjo:bl~ i'sAl~o inferred from hia 1turl.st<mco on fu'(l su.osis1;ence 

ot Ch)."~st·$ human1ty in th& 'WON) cau6ill1ty on tbe part af tho hU!llSl'l1t.y 

that ''1{lS &nQillt.ed. Cne eutQment r.w:y ~ l'ooaUed het"~; 

fmc ii , ac t h ll 1.(a.\d II ir.1sel£ hat! said .. tho Spil"i t if? 111$, and 
tnkG~ of His , and He sonde It . i t i s not t ho "ford, oons1dered 
as. t ho tTot'd and 'tliadmn, 'Who !'s ~intOO. Yith tho Spi~'it li"lioh 
:!$ E1r1l,se')".;f' givoo. but. the fle$h C.$l3Ulll~ by !tim wnioh isanQinted 
in Him $:ld by Him, t hat tho ~anet1~'1eatton 'Coming to tn4 Lord ~s 
!',mn. may ¢tir~r} to .aU men tt"om Him.' 

It th~:re 1$ SGM. q:anGtd.on 0.$ to ~ihether th10 sanct.U'iCAtil:m wtis £t.ch1~,v.ed. 

by thQ ~r¢ pl'CiSence of the WQtd in the nosh , 01" by His \1O.rks in the 

nosh . t he problem l.~ ours, nobi!i4 t.tlthough i t r~fl a t1*\lQ P!:·O~· 

£-01' U$.. 'fbis i '$ so b~c.a'\1$e our int.~rp:r'ilt.atiO.fi of hi6 :approach to cxt~ation 

has not appreciatGd his underst.an&s or t.h" Pli'etH~):lC'6 (Ji th~ WoJ;'d, as Image •. 

1.n '· ~tcatiOUi not ,s1!!Iply $1$ cxem:rJ.al', hu.t true, a.nd ~£t1c1ent GUsta1neJ"~ 

The Uhi ty oraoG1!tlilat.1on ill ,much mp.~ ~o and ex:i.utentia.l than we 

cere to adm1 t wi t.h 0'Ur esa6ntUl diaUnction of nl)Wo and gx'4CO. Should 

veaecept a !real and cont1mWlg gen~8i.s be!"e., j,n -Which ef'eatiQu ~t1 ... 

C'ipate~ th~ NON QG. type and pIU'Ont, we should also tina it in the 1.'''' 

creation. In t hc$X1stonUal perspect.ive. a theol1':YoS.' ftnAturo #a>eed" 

is not at all ltw.daquate. tor AS a ~tt.er of £&01:. ., history has sElen nC) 

other cJ:"eatUl'O outsid~ of $OllIe ~e.Uon to grace , ' evon if 'that rGlation 

i!J nQ5nt1vej and ,. on tho othor band , in th~ essQntial p()rs~ctiVQt t..."'-e 

"natural 1!la."l1f ~s & ~tter of h.ypothesi'S , neV~ 1.~2ed, f',.nd nev6r 

to be rcali£oo. That A.th~nas1\l$u.ndl'rst()od t he ~e;:nitieance of the 

-eom1l',lS in the nosh .Qf t he \tordo~be cleaJ'ly $eoo ~ 

lind l'I1on are clothed in r:Lesh in order to be and to subs1.st; 'but , 
____ ... _ _ .... _ ... ____ ............ ..._ , .... e(ls _et ·It . gi:c 

2 . 
5(.. AriAnos I, ./.W. 

' ... ~ .~.; j)-' ..,~r:7-~,/:;., 
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the Word ott God 'Wasrade. I!.\$n '1:n order to sanotity tbetlesh. ' 

In 'Which IJA$E) t he uoatnation ·can o!\l.y bo oonCei~ 4S a. ~~pttv, :1nOt4I'

nat1on. tb$ asJNmp\1on of a humanit1 t hAt. bears w1thin if .• cwlt its own 

mandate to doat.ll. Tll1& C8ll bft the only tinal.1t.y of the 1dent.itleation ot 

the \~or<i 't1.i\h !'lesh. Yet, het"o,. anotMxo dU'ti9Ul;t:v was enoount.el'~ .. and 

again the p1'Ob1«:1 wael our.G, not h1~h I t -.ppoars that t he sentence of 

daath 1.s .$ pby~1w. Gven po.rl3OnWedtoroe that. tinds, C}l~lstt$ body too 

~$'1:¥'o tor lts C01"l"npt.1n.g potJel;' GtId tJQ Qhaust$ itself and .. 1:'UJl& out. 

In ttle bisto.~.1C$l ~:r.pect1ve, hQ\fevor-, t1l1a '1$)?:reC1$el1 what happen.; 

it i t dcetl not. then Christ 18 not tI~ triWl1pbant. q.cl'a(mt or Goer' ill 

·ace. 0Ul' i:nto~te.:t.1on of hi'S th~J'yo! t.h6 tall 1$ responsible tor 

Ql.U' 1aU1.U'1') to appl"ec.1e.t' t his P01nt,~ .J¥bUe t he lcguaG~ he u.aes C.4n 

em'bta.oe $ ttete.pi'lYfSiQal. fol't!liule.t1~n. it 16 not.ontUEll.y ol~tn.t lot 

"~M_. Anot-b.-~6 ~. 'beHOaU«it 

For th1$ .caufe" then. dea.th haV'ing gcdned upon men. N1d Cf.:Il~"ru;pt1on 
abid1ng ttpon th_. the race of man wes periehinSJ the rationAl. 
man raaa.:l.n God' s 1mage vu <U'''P~g. w t.be handiwork or 
God waatn ,P'tOce.1u, of d1aeo3:l1tlen. · 

l. ti& ,neceel:oa:ry to 1ntei'p:rotth1s passage in the COntext 

of Athanalius. net oUr' own pwgo:nee. t.l\e work !.nvol;v:ed ~celvee 

ita ~$t f1!'Om \h$ h1.stol'1C4l.el:tuatlOn A t tient..1U$ 1$ deecnb1ng 

eii.~er ~ actual faot. 02:' as 18 more 11koll .. With an 1m$~t1~e end 

1nstrucU .. U.le of hyp6.rbole. That Gtt.uaUon is the ~tion men 

has tak.m towards· God .ince t.'le ta:Ll. and 1t b Viewed as an ever 

WOl'aeni.ns Attitude,. (not oondit1on) or ponel"s1on that is ~r.tsQd 

1n pagani. in ell it •• toms. In. ·VG'1/9 ~. Stl'lse. ldoto11' bas 

~151d''' . II. 10 • 

• ~ •• b.l. 

'" ... ;!~.\;;: .. ,-'i':~" .... >:, 
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exhib1't$d the pM@1'G!ud~ and dt'l.~ena.ng ~e.,ce.tiQfi of God as t~r . as 

\bEl' pan01'4l'Iia of pagatlistnextc:mds. This 18 notl'lOt»&$arily (\ <1uanti .. 
, 

t4UW, dc~ut1on. $ltbOtl/ith the~t~ ;$ ~w.tlon to physioal 4lsSQ1uUonl 

it is 8ft 1ntrtJ~$1i!> 'COfl$$quWtC,c' and the~<Qr$ 1'.~ ~ct!on tot' sin • 

. Peatb b ~nti'l,& ~1a~ld ~ca~o 'Of $~. ~ wh.Ue ~Qath i.e phya1ealJ .. 1 . 

~.$Ul"ablc tts t'<a11fP.O~$$tgtltfieanoc, i$ not~ c.nd :m t.~. $cns'S the 

tan is quaUta.tlvltl. l :i'k'c ~ ltbos-el'kQb.ano~Jl· .ti!An is GtX'U~~~ to 

rea~h. what u not: h9 he;& no ~Q31 to ond hl.$ ootUl$!il. 'thiS' tirwllit;v 

tdll bo il'eooe$~)a'l1$hed w1:um the Kin~, the. God~. ~ElS it pr$~@t 1n 

l~ty ..mAt l)et~nge to C':iOd . The pieoes of hb argumbnt. t all to ... 

gethe.r ;otll3 11 'We a'bM<lon oUl" 'Ow intetp1"e.~tl0n. 

A ~c%' or p!a.ra~e& m ·t M a\:»vQ quote eAll. to". ~IiiC ol.arta .. 

o~ti<rn. By "dMth" 10 meant th.. s,"tuation th4lt prevaUe ~u~ a tesalt 

of !'tho 'transgreetdon., a .1. ~erl..$ of events that ought not ·to c,ome 

to '°tlcture (#Ilced"' a.tld t b,f)1"Qto!"$ h op}X)~ to man; M , (!r.atriY. oven . 

pc»te11 .,r'ld.ns ag~&t ms.n. He 1$ not ~ak1:l:l.gl$i~ o.f t ho o~ tha~ 

QollU';lD. to· $1ddsily ru'lfi illtlfl'$ Gttl,y· em ~utb. 'but the :ed.gn ot l"Qlig'wOuS 

doatb.. ~1 mort-aUit, b t h.e Cl'U$b.lrl.g 'td:tnG~' 1» th~$p1ntw deta8 

<!4 ~\4Im,t~ 1t ~ l» abs.Qlutel.y 1d$1lt1fiGd 1dth phye!cal. 

d1$®:L~UonA 

f3ut Mrrupt1t1n ~ea$blg and be~ put. way by tlu~ grae~ ot thf.ll 
lteatU1'ect1!:m. henceforth we. a:r,e ,only db$Olved. o:pQeabl.1to ,QUI' 
'i:lodiN :m,b~ Ntuftl.5 

Death l1n~e on tn the wrld ~\el' '1t has i"Un wt in Chrl$t~ what 

th~t hf.8 rut4 CN:t on lIiml Not tb()) pb,.ve1eu doath .• rut the, religt.oU$· 

e1snUit:~ e.t.\sI<lh,1ng to 1t.. ~;'1th Ch1i'1vt, Il new n~ .. a cU:vi.n1~1l4 

h~uty o~iginat.es.God!,6 lU~ 18 itt'evo.'b1.1 pl"'Ela¢t~t 1n Chr1flt t ot' 

~u Zl..1., 

. '.~::,,./.!::>';;;. ",~::.l:.~;~~' 
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men and spiritual. decay has 10$1:. its power; it cannot prevall, for sin 

cannot ,endlUte 'the hypo statio union,; ~d, th6 effect. of that union b 

a unity \Ul Christ. a hlUlWli ty that extendj to all. men . 

this bl.·ings upanothel" phl'ase in the quote. IItt1eraoe of men. it 

This is not ,an entity gi.ven onQeal'1d {or eJ.l ,1fi the C::l'E'latiQn. a pt'.e-

S'U.lIlpt1on uneonsciou$ly invol vedln the meta:phy$ical interpretation ot 
, , 

h:1s th$Ol"Y of t he f(1ll. Rather . generation 'b)t generation, men c»ntinue 

to dl$play the power ot ein in the 1JO:rI'ld~ This cCitnpre,hensive concept 

embraces the, histor1calsituat1<>n at man after the tau; it is not as 

i.t' the human essence :were d,eter1orat1o.l'lg,,, (delSpite t he $~tecee that 

follow$ in the quotG). but his EtXist.ent.1al s1tuation was ww:>tsen1ng. 

Thus the definitiveness of 1'.he fall is not. as all the com.entators 

have nO~,f $'V'14ent. at ltast from the categQries of nature and gace; 

and' :vet there was an 'U're:vernble and tragi0 Wl"n. when the histoltY 

ot'llnan was subj eoted to ~ intenuption that eornplete~ MVersed the 

d1roct~on he WflS taking. From that point on, 'the rational llIan maQ\! 

in God'iS image was disappearing" - 'not that nature was 41$$01 Ving. but 

that history W$ exhibiting t.~e madness and tolly of mants att_pt to 

be aut~mou.$. This attempt, not"!1J.tional ,in Us ()rigin.continues to 

display this oha.ract~rist1c as the Grig1nal reje-c't.lon of lit~ is pro

longed time and man falls away from Godi i5 !;mage. 

This i~ the tina]. phras.e,lIooat s mge,· It 1& man th~t U 

perhh.1ng, not. the :1nd.etectible image of ClOd. To be made 1n ClOd's 

image means that .man, fli.uges forth" the Word. Oeeau.(Je He 1$ present to 

man. Whe'ntbls 1'e!leQ1;.i<m is X'ej$Ct4W '1n th~ tr8llSgreSsi911., man .reta1ne 

111.$ rationat.ity (1ntellecy) and mobWty (wUl) andl1et. lOses hb hold 

on lite and attachment tQ good. and ends up on til,a rock$ of pagani., 

lfu.at is d1sappea:ring th(m *' ~.$ nQt nat~a. 1 .. tiI.... the corruption 18 not 

,.~~~;,;~ • ;~1:7~~.~ 
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~m~ me~phys1caJ.. , but. the evidence of God's Ute on eertb. the 

detect10n is 1n man, not as in his nature, bu.t 1n l'l1s attiJeCUon to 

lite and goodne$$$Sl andb1eto:ry fitnesse. this devolutlon. When the 

God-lban restotes to hw!ian1ty1te poa(!leealon. of the w6e, redemption 1s 

.-eallled, and so tbe sentenoe ot death oan be Mld to have exhausted 

itaelt on Chrl&t. The gc)d-man identified with t.he nesh ot sin, blt 

.no a1t:l. &1.nce sinwaa the bias of the flesh. Yet, b(f~u$e H. was 

111 the nesh he accepted the physical. legacry ot death. ln the tlesh and 

at the .eame t1me. he denied. on behalf ot hUlW11t.y,th$ Hl1g1ous lega.ey 

of death. aM seCUl'ed through this hUll'l8n d8nl81e new way for man .• in 

so tar as man. aooepted thiS identity held out to hun 

!lid when became He i lU.gh Pri.sti of our Profession,' btlt when, atter 
otteJ1.ng B1matlt for UIS., He reised Rls Boc:b" trom the dead, and, 88 

, now t niln$eU ~g8 n.rand otter' to the i athEn' t hose who in tat th 
. approaoh BU. 

Aooeptb)g tb1I 1cl8JUty 18 pc.IJibl.. tbI"o1lgb the Spirit ot Cbr1at, 

and thisw" the o0l101u81ol) of Chapter three. 

In H1li1 [$plrlt] tbe Word makes gJ.or1o\ls the <I"a1'.1on, and by bes
towing upon it diVine Ute and .onsh1p) draws it to the FaUu.,,,,,? 

With the per~ct1ve of the biblical oategOriea. th. de1t1cat1on could 

.be re.-intel"preted as a eenotU'1cat10n, the onl,y d1f£erence~ng t hat 

the latter 1$ more ohviQU$ly a mode of be1ng. end ea.1erto place in 

relaUon to lia eOUl"Ce. Chapter tbr'.e 8I1gg •• ted that the eoteriology of 

St.. At.han&81uCl a~h1eveQ " greater integraUcm in t6rma 01' t.b.o Father. 

whose lbve and 1ni.t1aUve 1$ the source Qt ,edemption, the Son. \lho 

aCcompl.18bed the tran&toma1'.1ve obl.aUonthat 1& the redemptiOn, and 

6 
£. b£Hng1! II. ?, 

?a4 91£iP*Qn I t 25. 
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the 5p1r1t who draws all men to the redemption., t he 81~1cance of this 

deveJ.opi'iMmt 1$ tbat A th~$j,us ard ves at the principle of so11dal'i ty 

in taZUI of lite and just1t'1catlon l'athe1' \han deat.h and gu1lt. I nstead 

of contraeting tbe C<>rl'Uption that Pl'evauecs after the fell to the in

corruption preceed1ng it, there 18 a sound bash tor contrasUng the 

sanctity preva1l:1ng atter Chltf.i3t to the idolatry prtlceeding Him. In 

this llght, Clu-i.t 1.8 more than, ,an .artisan re.todng creation. and mor~ 

than an exemplar; He 1s the pr1est rtlC()no~g creation, and a parent. 

or head of that new oreation, t.he people of God. 

It the theo19s;v' of the atonement in St. A thanaa1U8 focusep on 

the lncamati-on. ~ter1ology has not been fIlIq)tled of its content by · 

a metaph1eioalconoept of restoration or de1ficat1on; rather. it baa 

be.,. toUllded on the only principle from Which it can ~e it.eongin. 

the hypostatic union vbt.ob con8t1tutea Christ Priest. Christ • . tully 

un,wba1ata in the Word, and 1& tb1a subsistenoe· his humanity ie 

diV1n1zed too the 111111t of 1t.e Capao1ty. eo that in the PQs,e'sion of 

h1e .,u ae human. He beoo~. one with mcwn \11th the unity of humanity 

in a supernatural """. and. 80 by graoe, .secure. rederllption (already 

belonglng £1'011.1 tbe IncarnaUon tomank1nd aa a \Ibol.e) to anyone whO 

identlfiea himself w1 th thb l!ace 111 ~1l1i. 0v6r and aga.:s.n,t the st.n 

that b 1l'l llWl' S nature as a nsul:t. of bis h1sto1'7 there nc>w stand., a 

div1nhaUon of man'. nature as a faot ot the blstor1cal Chr1st, "He 

was_e I\I8n t hat W9 might be made God ... " 

.~, .... :-~.';;; ",>r:~,,'J:~:< 
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