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1. DATE OF INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITY 2. PLACE 3. ACTIVITY NUMBER

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE TASK FORCE (CITF)
REPORT OF INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITY 

4. REMARKS 
05/21/2003 
 
'ALI ISMA'IL AL-BAHLUL, aka ABU ANAS AL-MAKKI, aka ANAS, ISN# , herein referred to as AL-
BAHLUL, was interviewed at Camp Delta, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba by  

, US Naval Criminal Investigative Service.  
 
AL-BAHLUL advised that prior to his return to Afghanistan in 1999, he was already familiar with USAMA BIN 
LADIN's cause and fatwas.  He stated he read BIN LADIN's statements including the 1998 fatwa announcing the 
Islamic International Front.  He also read the 1996 Declaration of Jihad to "expel the infidels from the Arabian 
Peninsula." AL-BAHLUL stated that he agreed with all aspects of BIN LADIN's declarations, and thus it is why he 
decided to go to Afghanistan and join BIN LADIN. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL stated he fully supports BIN LADIN's fatwas calling for the killing of American civilians, among other 
reasons, because they pay taxes which support America's aggressions on Muslims and America's plans to control 
the world.  AL-BAHLUL stated that America started the war long ago with its support of Israel, specifically citing the 
1973 conflict (with Egypt), and "invading the Arabian Peninsula." 
 
 AL-BAHLUL stated that operations such as East Africa, the USS Cole and September (2001) are justifiable 
because it is Muslims fighting back.  Such operations are not justifiable but required by God to fight against those 
who oppress Muslims.  AL-BAHLUL stated that blood is the only answer, "You kill our children, we kill yours; you kill 
our women, we kill yours." 
 
 AL-BAHLUL advised that such operations wake up Muslims the world over and "The Battle" has begun, even if 
America kills BIN LADIN, the battle will continue.  AL-BAHLUL stated that he would be happy for BIN LADIN's death 
because it is what BIN LADIN seeks.  BIN LADIN is a man who fulfilled his role and carried out his duties as a 
Muslim. 
 
AL-BAHLUL advised ABU KHALUD AL-YEMENI (known to investigators as Al-Qa'ida facilitator IBRAHIM 
MUHAMMAD 'ABD AL-RAZZAQ BA'ALAWI) assisted in facilitating his travel from Yemen to Afghanistan.  ABU 
KHALUD "had connections" to Mujahidin in Afghanistan and facilitated his travel.  AL-BAHLUL assumes ABU 
KHALUD wrote a report vouching or recommending AL-BAHLUL to Al-Qa'ida, although he is not completely certain.  
AL-BAHLUL advised if "someone writes a letter about you, he is not going to tell you (about it)."  AL-BAHLUL 
advised that while attending training at Aynak Camp, Afghanistan, he met with SAYF AL-'ADL, and SAYF talked with 
him at length.  AL-BAHLUL stated he was most probably being watched (evaluated) by SAYF AL-'ADL, head of the 
Al-Qa'ida security committee. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL also met BIN LADIN who asked AL-BAHLUL about his background and his specialties.  AL-
BAHLUL stated Al-Qa'ida has its security procedures and it asked about him through its "own ways."  Also, 
according to AL-BAHLUL, BIN LADIN is a very good judge of character and he had the last word regarding AL-
BAHLUL. 

5. CONDUCTED BY 6. SIGNATURE
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4. REMARKS (Continued) 
 
 After he completed training and pledged bay'at to BIN LADIN, AL-BAHLUL decided to migrate from Yemen, and 
he brought his family to Afghanistan.  Upon his departure from Afghanistan to Yemen he stayed at a guesthouse in 
Qandahar, Afghanistan, near the airport.  AL-BAHLUL stated that AL-QA'QA AL-LUBNANI, aka ZIYAD JARRAH, 
and ABU 'ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-MASRI, aka MUHAMMAD ATTA, were at the guesthouse with AL-BAHLUL.  He 
said he was unaware of their mission, but after the September operation (9/11/2001), he realized "they had been 
selected for a great role."  On the date of Thu Al-Q'da, 1420 Hijri, (February 12, 2000), AL-BAHLUL departed 
Afghanistan for Yemen, and then returned with his family to Afghanistan.  AL-QA'QA and 'ABD AL-RAHMAN 
remained in Qandahar when AL-BAHLUL departed.  AL-BAHLUL stated he videotaped the Al-Sha'b lecture for BIN 
LADIN in the Al-Faruq Camp.  Additionally, AL-BAHLUL advised he filmed a lecture titled "Ka'ab Bin Malik," also at 
Al-Faruq camp.  Overall, AL-BAHLUL stated, he produced six-eight tapes for BIN LADIN. 
 
 While in Yemen, ABU KHALUD AL-YEMENI sent to him a videotape of BIN LADIN's 'Id sermon (BIN LADIN's 
speech during the 'Id Al-Fitr celebration at the end of Ramadan).  AL-BAHLUL advised that BIN LADIN's 'Id speech 
was the "blueprint" outline for the making of the Cole recruitment videotape.  AL-BAHLUL added that portions of the 
speech were placed in the Cole tape.  AL-BAHLUL identified a still photograph taken from the tape as the 'Id sermon 
(Exhibit B #17 photographic still of BIN LADIN taken from Harmony Document AFGP-2002-905880 The Destruction 
of the American Destroyer USS Cole; also from Harmony Document AFGP-2002-903269-1 al3d1.mpg Id Al Fitr 
speech).  AL-BAHLUL advised that ABU KHALUD was in Ta'iz, Yemen, at that time, and he sent with a taxi driver 
the tape to AL-BAHLUL who was in Al-Hudaydah, Yemen.  AL-BAHLUL advised it is normal in Yemen to send with a 
taxi driver items from one city to another.  Usually the driver is provided either an address or a telephone number 
and then uses the information to deliver the items. 
 
 Upon his return to Afghanistan in 1999, AL-BAHLUL was appointed by BIN LADIN, personally, as the head of 
the media office, AL-BAHLUL stated.  He recorded and videotaped various lectures by BIN LADIN and other Al-
Qa'ida leadership, to include 'AYMAN ZAWAHIRI.  The media office was fully equipped with computers, satellite 
television, video equipment and a library of audio and videotapes.  Also, as part of AL-BAHLUL's duties, he recorded 
television news from different countries and compiled for BIN LADIN news briefs from newspapers and internet sites.
 
 AL-BAHLUL stated BIN LADIN requested AL-BAHLUL produce the Cole tape.  BIN LADIN also told AL-BAHLUL 
to include the verse from the Qur'an at the beginning of the tape, as recited by ABU HAJR AL-'IRAQI particularly 
because he was in American custody.  The tape was produced by AL-BAHLUL and he was assisted by 'ABD AL-
'AZIZ AL-NU'MAN and an Afghani male (NFI).  AL-BAHLUL added that, while in custody in Qandahar, he heard from 
other detainees AL-NU'MAN was killed in the Mazar-e-Sharif uprising at the Kalang Jangi fort.  The USS Cole tape 
was labeled as "Production by AS-SAHAAB Broadcasting," a name, in fact, chosen by BIN LADIN to be annotated 
on all Al-Qa'ida productions. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL described the Cole tape as "the best" recruitment tape thus far.  AL-BAHLUL advised "I am not 
aware if they (Al-Qa'ida) made any tapes after September (2001); however, prior to that, the Cole was the best one." 
AL-BAHLUL advised everything he believes in he incorporated in the Cole tape.  The tape, he said, was made to 
awaken the Islamic Umma to revolt against America.  AL-BAHLUL said he hoped new recruits would come to 
Afghanistan and join the jihad.    
 
 AL-BAHLUL advised his role in Al-Qa'ida was whatever BIN LADIN told him it was to be.  After training he 
served on the front lines alongside Al-Qa'ida and Taliban, fighting against AHMAD SHAH MASA'UD's troops.  AL-
BAHLUL advised MASA'UD was supported by many countries to destroy the one and only true Islamic emirate in 
the world, which was Afghanistan under the Taliban.  
 
 AL-BAHLUL stated he views his role as inducing and advocating the jihad cause of BIN LADIN against America,
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4. REMARKS (Continued) 
 
and which AL-BAHLUL termed as his contribution.  With his function in the media office, he did not know about 
operations in advance.  AL-BAHLUL said the making of the video, that is the martyrdom video, prior to the operation 
itself is the role of the military media and not the civilian media.  AL-BAHLUL related each has his role and all 
contribute to the same cause.  AL-BAHLUL stated after completing the production of a tape for BIN LADIN, such as 
the Cole tape or the solidarity with Shaykh 'UMAR 'ABD AL-RAHMAN tape which featured BIN LADIN standing 
alongside 'AYMAN ZAWAHIRI and RIFA' TAHA, AL-BAHLUL provided it to BIN LADIN.  The distribution of the tape 
was not his responsibility as it was directly handled by BIN LADIN.  Both the Cole and "solidarity" tapes were sent 
through BIN LADIN to the Al-Jazira channel.  AL-BAHLUL was unaware of who specifically delivered the tape to Al-
Jazira. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL stated BIN LADIN asked him to assist the Taliban officials in downloading a Mircrosoft Windows 98 
program on their computers.  The Windows 98 program was an Arabic version, and the Taliban needed it for its 
publications the "Islamic Imara."  AL-BAHLUL's technical assistance was provided as a result of BIN LADIN's orders.
 
 AL-BAHLUL pledged bay'at to BIN LADIN and joined Al-Qa'ida because he believes in the cause of BIN LADIN 
and the war against America.  AL-BAHLUL stated that America does not understand except for the language of 
blood.  He stated his support to BIN LADIN's fatwas to kill American civilians was based on the fact there are no 
civilians in America because Americans pay taxes in order to fund the government's aggressions.  AL-BAHLUL 
advised "we are not responsible for the ignorance of the American people.  They should know what their government 
is doing to others and stop their government's crimes.  If they do not, they are participants."  AL-BAHLUL stated the 
war is going to continue until America's aggressions against Muslims stops.  AL-BAHLUL added that the war is 
bigger than BIN LADIN and Al-Qa'ida as it is the war of Islam against the aggression of America.  AL-BAHLUL 
commented that the "stupid Bush" stuck with this war and the opposition party will ask him "why are you spending 
our money?"  AL-BAHLUL described the World Trade Center as the capitalist and financial center of "those who 
control the world economy and world bank, those who destroy other countries' economies and even deny small 
farmers from their land, and those who fight Islamic banks and financial institutes from flourishing because they want 
to control all capital."  Further, AL-BAHLUL said, the World Trade Center was the center of globalism and 
exemplified the American domination of the world and its people, and "all those who worked in it participated in 
crimes against politically and economically oppressed people all over the world."  AL-BAHLUL added that the World 
Trade Center was a "legitimate target" and all those killed were "also legitimate targets." 
 
 Interviewing Agents clarified that the world economy and market prices were not controlled by people in the 
World Trade Center, but more so on Wall Street.  AL-BAHLUL responded that it will also be a target.   
 
 AL-BAHLUL advised that a few weeks prior to the September operation (9/11/2001), BIN LADIN announced an 
alert and called for a mobilization outside Qandahar.  BIN LADIN departed with his bodyguards. AL-BAHLUL said he 
also departed with the group, riding in the media van containing media equipment to include satellite television.  AL-
BAHLUL stated BIN LADIN went to Kabul, Afghanistan.  On the day of the September attacks (9/11), BIN LADIN 
requested AL-BAHLUL set up the satellite connection.  BIN LADIN told AL-BAHLUL, "It is very important to see the 
news today."  After BIN LADIN said this to him, AL-BAHLUL was certain an operation was on its way because BIN 
LADIN had earlier announced a mobilization and the group was already on alert.  AL-BAHLUL described an inability 
to connect to the satellite television due to the mountainous terrain.  BIN LADIN wanted the news from all media 
outlets to include American television networks. 
 
 After the September operations BIN LADIN requested AL-BAHLUL execute a media search pertaining to what 
the experts were predicting and the economic results of the attack.  AL-BAHLUL related he downloaded to a CD 
Rom various economic reports regarding costs and effects, and gave it BIN LADIN.  (NOTE:  BIN LADIN granted an 
interview regarding the economic losses of September 11, 2001.)  AL-BAHLUL advised BIN LADIN knows how to  
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4. REMARKS (Continued) 
 
use computers himself, but AL-BAHLUL did the computer work for him because BIN LADIN was "busy with great 
action (and) work."  AL-BAHLUL stated that he always had with him BIN LADIN's laptop.  AL-BAHLUL added he did
BIN LADIN's work on the laptop, and he referred to the laptop and the work as his "office on the move."  AL-BAHLUL
advised the laptop included lectures, media, Hadith and Qur'an among other items BIN LADIN used. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL stated sometime after the September operation, BIN LADIN and his convoy departed for Khowst, 
Afghanistan, and stayed at the house of JALLALIDIN HAQANI.  While there, AL-BAHLUL requested permission from 
BIN LADIN to remain in Khowst at HAQANI's home because he was trying to determine his family's status and 
possibly arrange transportation for them to Yemen, if located.  BIN LADIN departed Khowst and, after receiving 
permission from BIN LADIN, AL-BAHLUL remained there. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL stated that while on his way from Afghanistan to Pakistan he met in the town of Peshawar, 
Pakistan, individuals among whom he was later arrested.  AL-BAHLUL insisted he was at no time in Tora Bora, 
Afghanistan, nor was he traveling with those arrested (the 30) until he met them on the road in Peshawar. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL advised he is willing to reveal all about himself, but he is not willing to talk about other individuals.  
 
 AL-BAHLUL reviewed a series of photographs enclosed in the attached 1A envelope.  AL-BAHLUL did not 
identify any individuals.  When asked by interviewing Special Agents if he was truthful, AL-BAHLUL responded, 
"(Interviewing Agents) were correct; I was not truthful in identifying others."   
 
 AL-BAHLUL related he wanted to "give credit where credit is due," regarding treatment in (Guantanamo) camp.  
He characterized treatment and conditions as "acceptable," with only minor incidents "at the beginning" which were 
dealt with in an acceptable manner.  He provided the example of "the issue with the Qur'an."  AL-BAHLUL spoke of 
his capture whereby he and others were stripped of clothing, but neither he nor the others were concerned because 
"it was for the sake of God we were stripped."  AL-BAHLUL said he was stripped of clothing when admitted to the 
camp (Guantanamo).  AL-BAHLUL added, "Overall, the treatment has been good and we have to give credit where 
credit is due." 
 
 AL-BAHLUL related that American interests will always conflict with Islamic interest.  He remarked that even if in 
"the seat of power," Muslims in America would kill other Muslims around the world because they are destined to do 
so by the interests of America. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL asked SA Soufan if he had delivered a message to President Bush.  AL-BAHLUL commented, "the 
foolish Bush, Bush senior, may God kill him, put his son in this trap with the world because of all the conspiracies 
and (the) intelligence game he played while in office." 
 
 During the interview, AL-BAHLUL reviewed the USS Cole tape .  AL-BAHLUL acknowledged it was the tape he 
produced.  AL-BAHLUL advised he was unaware of the English subtitles as seen on the tape viewed, and he 
believed it was added after he was in custody.  AL-BAHLUL reviewed scenes from the tape and explained from 
where they originated, such as BIN LADIN's speeches, the 'UMAR 'ABD AL-RAHMAN solidarity conference, scenes 
of Western/American installations in Al-Khubar, Saudi Arabia, the uprising of Al-Zuba'di' when Shaykh SALMAN AL-
Q'DA was arrested by the Saudi government, scenes of military training at Al-Faruq camp as taped by the military 
media.  Regarding the videotaping of camp activity, AL-BAHLUL explained that any such filming must be approved 
by the Al-Qa'ida military committee prior to dissemination or distribution.    
 
 AL-BAHLUL reviewed an array of photographs, numbers 1-68, a copy of which is enclosed in the attached 1A 
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4. REMARKS (Continued) 
 
envelope.  AL-BAHLUL identified the following photographs:  
 
Exhibit A, photograph number 7, as USAMA BIN LADIN.  
 
Exhibit A, photograph number 61, the individual holding the cup/glass as possibly USAMA BIN LADIN.  
  
 After reviewing Exhibit A, photograph number 61, AL-BAHLUL stated he would only talk about himself.  He 
requested Interviewing Agents to excuse him from answering questions regarding others.  AL-BAHLUL was asked if 
it was the reason he was not forthcoming in identifying individuals depicted, other than BIN LADIN.  AL-BAHLUL  
stated, "Then you can write I lied on identifying photographs."   
 
 AL-BAHLUL reviewed an array of photographs numbered 1-25, marked as Exhibit B, a copy of which is 
enclosed in the attached 1A envelope.  AL-BAHLUL was asked if he made any of the videos from which the photos 
were derived: 
 
Exhibit B, photograph number 4:  AL-BAHLUL advised he videotaped the USAMA BIN LADIN lecture depicted.  AL-
BAHLUL recalled it was a lecture titled K'ab Bin Malik given by BIN LADIN at Al-Faruq camp. The lecture was 
disseminated by BIN LADIN (Photographic Still from Harmony Document AFGP-2002-903290-1 k3b2.mpg). 
 
Exhibit B, photograph number 9:  AL-BAHLUL advised he saw this video broadcast on the Al-Jazira channel prior to 
his detention.  AL-BAHLUL stated he believes BIN LADIN's son, MUHAMMAD, made the videotape.  AL-BAHLUL 
related that BIN LADIN tasked his son MUHAMMAD with "special videos and statements," but no one knows which 
events are so designated except for BIN LADIN himself.  AL-BAHLUL does not recall how he became aware BIN 
LADIN's son made the videotapes nor where or when he made them.  AL-BAHLUL said he does not know how the 
videotapes were distributed to Al-Jazira channel. (photographic still of 07Oct01 Al Jazira broadcast UBL statement 
depicting USAMA BIN LADIN, Dr. AYMAN AL-ZAWAHIRI, SULAYMAN ABU GHAYTH and MUHAMMAD ATAF aka 
ABU HAFS AL-MASRI). 
 
Exhibit B, photograph number 10 (same as number 9). 
 
Exhibit B, photograph number 11 (same as number 9):  AL-BAHLUL added that the location depicted was BIN 
LADIN made the oath against America.  AL-BAHLUL advised this tape is titled "The Oath." 
 
Exhibit B, photograph number 15:  AL-BAHLUL stated this photograph is a still from an As-Sahaab Foundation tape.  
AL-BAHLUL advised the design as depicted in the photograph was new and he had not seen it before.  He said he 
did not design it.  AL-BAHLUL indicated As-Sahaab was a name chosen by BIN LADIN for all Al-Qa'ida productions.  
AL-BAHLUL advised he produced Al-Qa'ida/UBL tapes under the name As-Sahaab Foundation. 
 
Exhibit B, photograph number 17:  AL-BAHLUL identified the photograph as a still from the tape of the 'Id sermon by 
BIN LADIN. AL-BAHLUL advised he used this speech as a "blueprint" for the outline of the tape.  AL-BAHLUL said 
he did not videotape the 'Id speech nor is he aware of who did.  (Exhibit B #17 photographic still of BIN LADIN taken 
from Harmony Document AFGP-2002-905880 The Destruction of the American Destroyer USS Cole; also from 
Harmony Document AFGP-2002-903269-1 al3d1.mpg Id Al Fitr speech). 
 
Exhibit B, photograph number 24:  AL-BAHLUL advised he does not recall if he made this photograph of BIN LADIN.
 
Exhibit B, photograph number 25:  AL-BAHLUL stated he made this videotape and that it is from the Conference of 
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4. REMARKS (Continued) 
 
Solidarity with 'UMAR 'ABD AL-RAHMAN.  AL-BAHLUL stated that in addition to BIN LADIN, ABU HAFS AL-MASRI, 
'AYMAN ZAWAHIRI and RIFA' TAHA were present; however, they are not visible in the photograph. AL-BAHLUL 
advised that after he completed the tape he gave it to BIN LADIN who "disseminated" it. (Photographic still taken 
from Harmony Database AFGP-2002-903268 Saliba2.mpg)  
 
 AL-BAHLUL reviewed an array of photographs marked as Exhibit C, a copy of which is enclosed in the attached 
1A envelope. The photographs are marked 061-085.  After reviewing the photographs, AL-BAHLUL identified the 
following (Photographic Stills taken from Harmony Document AFGP-2003-001205 UBL Id al-Fitr Speech and 
MUHAMMAD ATTA/ZIAD JARAH Video Wills): 
 
Exhibit C, photograph number 066:  USAMA BIN LADIN. 
 
Exhibit C, photograph number 069:  MUHAMMAD ATTA, aka ABU 'ABD AL-RAHMAN.  AL-BAHLUL advised ATTA 
appeared as in the photograph when AL-BAHLUL met him, although ATTA was not wearing a hat. 
 
Exhibit C, photograph number 070:  AL-BAHLUL stated the photograph depicts ATTA as "exactly how he looked" 
when AL-BAHLUL met him.  
 
Exhibit C, photograph number 071:  MUHAMMAD ATTA. 
 
Exhibit C, photograph number 072:  'ABD AL-RAHMAN (ATTA) and AL-QA'QA' AL-LUBNANI (JARAH). 
 
Exhibit C, photograph number 073: 'ABD AL-RAHMAN (ATTA) and AL-QA'QA' AL-LUBNANI (JARAH). 
 
Exhibit C, photograph number 079: 'ABD AL-RAHMAN (ATTA) and AL-QA'QA' AL-LUBNANI (JARAH). 
 
Exhibit C, photograph number 080: 'ABD AL-RAHMAN (ATTA). 
 
Exhibit C, photograph numbers 081-082: AL-QA'QA' AL-LUBNANI (JARAH).  AL-BAHLUL advised he did not take 
the photographs, although he had met both ATTA and JARAH and stayed with them prior to his return to Yemen. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL reviewed a series of documents marked as Exhibit D, a copy of which is enclosed in the attached 
1A envelope. After reviewing the documents, AL-BAHLUL identified the following (Letters from Harmony Document 
AFGP-2002-900092) : 
 
Exhibit D, number 1:  AL-BAHLUL stated he did not write the letter and it is not his hand writing, although he noted 
he is indeed ABU ANAS AL-MAKKI. 
 
Exhibit D, number 3:  AL-BAHLUL stated that this letter was written for his attention and he is in fact ABU ANAS AL-
MAKKI; however, he did not receive it and he had not previously seen the letter.  Regarding content of the letter, AL-
BAHLUL stated he had conducted research as requested by BIN LADIN regarding the economic losses experienced 
by America as a result of the September operations.  AL-BAHLUL advised he provided the research and results on a 
"CD Rom" to BIN LADIN.  AL-BAHLUL advised he is unaware of the identity of the "'ABD AL-RAHMAN" whose 
signature on the letter indicated "'ABD AL-RAHMAN" is the author/writer. 
 
Exhibit D, number 4:  AL-BAHLUL advised the document is a letter written to him by his brother-in-law MANSUR (the 
brother of AL-BAHLUL's wife).  AL-BAHLUL stated he never received the letter. 
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4. REMARKS (Continued) 
 
Exhibit D, number 7:  AL-BAHLUL advised "AL-MUKH" is an alias for MUKHTAR (KHALID SHAYKH MUHAMMAD).  
AL-BAHLUL stated the last time he saw MUKHTAR was approximately four months prior to the "September 
incidents," when MUKHTAR was meeting with BIN LADIN. 
 
Exhibit D, number 16:  When asked about the name "MU'TAZ" as referenced in the letter, AL-BAHLUL reviewed the 
letter and stated the "MU'TAZ" is BIN LADIN's son-in-law.  AL-BAHLUL described him as a Saudi national, 
approximately 25-30 years of age. 
 
Exhibit D, number 21-23:  AL-BAHLUL identified the item as a letter addressed to him from his wife.  AL-BAHLUL 
stated that the letter would have meant much to him as he did not know if his family was safe.  (AL-BAHLUL was 
provided time to read the letter.) 
 
At the beginning of the interview, AL-BAHLUL advised he was in excellent spirits and his health was very good.  AL-
BAHLUL stated he was "very happy" to be in detention "as are all Muslims (here) who have religion" and that it was 
a time for him to think. Moreover, AL-BAHLUL said, he would like to spend the remainder of his life in prison.  He 
also indicated his desire was to be tried in court and to be sentenced to life confinement for "the good things he has 
done in the war against the enemies of Islam."  AL-BAHLUL refused to acknowledge his family or the Umma (faithful 
of Islam) might need him, because, he said, God Almighty would take care of Muslims everywhere.  However, during 
the interview AL-BAHLUL inquired, variously, as to what would occur next in the (judicial) process, what would affect 
his detention status and what was required for him to be released from prison. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL made comments during the interview regarding others in the "Family of the Books" (Jews, 
Christians and Muslims).  AL-BAHLUL advised that to not answer attacks, such as turning the other cheek as 
Christians say, is a sin in Islam.  That is, it is the duty, not an optional action, for true Muslims to kill those who attack 
Muslims. 
 
 AL-BAHLUL stated that the straight path of Islam is the Salafist application of the religion, as espoused by the 
Prophet Muhammad through later scholars such as Ibn Tamiya to Muhammad Ibn 'Abd Al-Wahab, Sayyid Quttub, 
Shaykh 'Abdallah Azzam and Shaykh USAMA BIN LADIN.  Additionally, AL-BAHLUL related there is no "theocracy 
or democracy" in true Islam.  AL-BAHLUL remarked that although some individuals point to elements of democratic 
philosophy in the holy Qur'an, it is actually the word of God Almighty and Al-Khilafa (Islamic state) established by the 
Prophet Muhammad that provide for the proper form of government and guidance for people.  He cited the theocracy 
of Iran and the democracy of the US as examples of "incorrect governance" exploiting people and providing a 
mechanism of blame avoidance.  AL-BAHLUL further explained democracy is contrary to Islam and said, "If there is 
one person who follows the straight path of Islam and 100 hundred others who are not true Muslims, the good 
Muslim must be the majority." 
 
AL-BAHLUL claimed "President Bush and the American Army" killed 400-500,000 in Afghanistan after 9/11/2001. 
 
 Regarding support for nuclear and other weapons for Al-Qa'ida, AL-BAHLUL pointed to Israel's "ownership of 
250 nuclear warheads," and that in 1973, among other occasions, because of US support for Israel more Muslim 
lands were taken and therefore Muslims must fight to defend and re-take Muslim lands. 
 
 Near the conclusion of the interview, AL-BAHLUL commented, generally, that operations in Somalia were 
sanctioned against US personnel among numerous reasons because it (Somalia) was a "staging area" for Sudanese 
southern rebel leader JOHN GARANG. 
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