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Tours by the Light of Martha Himmelfarb

Ra‘anan Boustan, David Frankfurter, and Annette Yoshiko Reed

Martha Himmelfarb took up her post at Princeton University in 1978 – just four 
years after receiving her bachelor of arts degree from Barnard College with a 
major in Greek and three years prior to completing her doctoral studies under 
the mentorship of Bob Kraft at the University of Pennsylvania. She defended her 
stunningly wide-ranging PhD dissertation on “Tours of Hell” in January of 1981.1 
The start of her career thus corresponds with an era often celebrated as marking 
a new stage in the study of ancient Judaism and Christianity, particularly in 
North America. The present volume reflects on these methodological and his-
toriographical developments in dialogue with her oeuvre, building upon her dis-
tinctive approach to the transmission and transformation of texts and traditions 
within and across the boundaries of language, culture, and religion.

In the nearly 45 years since Himmelfarb began at Princeton, there are few 
developments in the study of ancient Judaism and Christianity that she has not 
meaningfully addressed and advanced in her work – always in her own dis-
tinctive fashion. Her scholarship is exemplary of the late-twentieth-century 
shift toward experimenting with new approaches to the study of Christianity as 
intertwined with the study of Judaism. In addition, she has contributed to yet 
another major development that has reshaped the field, namely, the reassess-
ment of ancient Judaism in the wake of the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Himmelfarb has been at the very forefront of research on the ramifications of 
the Aramaic Enoch fragments for the study of Jewish and Christian apocalyptic 
literature. Not only has she demonstrated the value of focusing on new and 
neglected sources, but she has pioneered novel approaches for studying ancient 
Jewish and Christian literature without subordinating the former to the latter. She 
attends to the Christian forms of many of the Jewish writings that survive from 
the Second Temple period, while simultaneously exploring their significance 
within the full history of Judaism, including but not limited to Rabbinics. The 
impressive range of her scholarly interests spans the Dead Sea Scrolls, “Old Tes-
tament pseudepigrapha,” and “New Testament apocrypha,” but also Hekhalot lit-
erature and late midrashim.2 In the process, her oeuvre has been progressively 

1 Martha Himmelfarb, “Tours of Hell: The Development and Transmission of an Apocalyptic 
Form in Jewish and Christian Literature” (PhD diss., University of Pennsylvania, 1981).

2 See esp. her classic article on “Heavenly Ascent and the Relationship of the Apocalypses 



reshaping our understanding of Second Temple Judaism in relation to the forms 
of Christianity and Judaism that emerged subsequently during late antiquity and 
the early medieval period. 

During the course of her career, Himmelfarb has weighed in on every major 
topic pertaining to the history and literature of Second Temple Judaism – in-
cluding scribes and priests,3 “Hellenism” and “Judaism,”4 biblical prophecy and 
early apocalypses,5 the Maccabean Revolt and its historiography,6 purity and 
sectarianism,7 and even shifting attitudes towards the Second Temple itself.8 Yet 

and the Hekhalot Literature,” HUCA 59 (1988): 73–100, together with her follow-up, “Merkavah 
Mysticism since Scholem: Rachel Elior’s The Three Temples,” in Wege mystischer Gotteser-
fahrung/Mystical Approaches to God, ed. P. Schäfer (Munich: Oldenbourg, 2006), 19–36.

3 Culminating in her book A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in Ancient Judaism 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006), but also including: Himmelfarb, “‘A 
Kingdom of Priests’: The Democratization of the Priesthood in the Literature of Second Temple 
Judaism,” JJTP 6 (1997): 89–104; Himmelfarb, “Levi, Phinehas, and the Problem of Inter-
marriage at the Time of the Maccabean Revolt,” JSQ 6 (1999): 1–24; Himmelfarb, “The Wisdom 
of the Scribe, the Wisdom of the Priest, and the Wisdom of the King According to Ben Sira,” in 
For a Later Generation: The Transformation of Tradition in Israel, Early Judaism and Early 
Christianity, ed. R. A. Argall, B. A. Bow, and R. A. Werline (Harrisburg: Trinity, 2000), 89–99; 
Himmelfarb, “Priests in the Book of the Watchers and the Astronomical Book,” Hen 24 (2002): 
131–35; Himmelfarb, “‘Found Written in the Book of Moses’: Priests in the Era of Torah,” in 
Was 70 ce a Watershed in Jewish History? ed. D. R. Schwartz and Z. Weiss, in collaboration 
with R. A. Clements, AJEC 78 (Leiden: Brill, 2011), 23–41.

4 Himmelfarb, “Judaism and Hellenism in 2 Maccabees,” Poetics Today 19 (1998): 19–40; 
Himmelfarb, “‘He Was Renowned to the Ends of the Earth’ (1 Maccabees 3:9): Judaism and 
Hellenism in 1 Maccabees,” in Jewish Literatures and Cultures: Context and Intertext, ed. 
A. Norich and Y. Z. Eliav, BJS 349 (Providence: Brown Judaic Studies, 2008), 77–97. See also 
Himmelfarb, “The Torah between Athens and Jerusalem: Jewish Difference in Antiquity,” in 
Ancient Judaism in Its Hellenistic Context, ed. C. Bakhos, JSJSup 95 (Leiden: Brill, 2005), 
113–29.

5 Himmelfarb, “From Prophecy to Apocalypse: The Book of the Watchers and Tours of Heav-
en,” in Jewish Spirituality I: From the Bible through the Middle Ages, ed. A. Green (New York: 
Crossroads, 1986), 145–65; Himmelfarb, Ascent to Heaven in Jewish and Christian Apocalypses 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1993).

6 Esp. Himmelfarb, “Elias Bickerman on Judaism and Hellenism,” in The Jewish Past 
Revisited: Reflections on Modern Jewish Historians, ed. D. N. Myers and D. B. Ruderman 
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998), 199–211.

7 Himmelfarb, “The Purity Laws of 4QD: Exegesis and Sectarianism,” in Things Revealed: 
Studies in Early Jewish and Christian Literature in Honor of Michael E. Stone, ed. E. G. Chazon, 
D. Satran, and R. A. Clements, JSJSup 89 (Leiden: Brill, 2004), 155–69; Himmelfarb, “Jubilees 
and Sectarianism,” in Enoch and Qumran Origins: New Light on a Forgotten Connection, ed. 
G. Boccaccini (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005), 129–31. See also Himmelfarb, “Torah, Tes-
timony, and Heavenly Tablets: The Claim to Authority of the Book of Jubilees,” in A Multi-
form Heritage: Studies in Early Judaism and Christianity in Honor of Robert A. Kraft, ed. 
B. G. Wright (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1999), 19–30.

8 Himmelfarb, “Temple and Priests in the Book of the Watchers, the Animal Apocalypse, and 
the Apocalypse of Weeks,” in The Early Enoch Literature, ed. G. Boccaccini and J. J. Collins 
(Leiden: Brill, 2007), 219–35; Himmelfarb, “The Garden of Eden and the Temple in Ezekiel, 
the Book of the Watchers, and the Wisdom of Ben Sira,” in Sacred Spaces and Profane Places: 
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despite the broad scope of her interests and expertise, her scholarly writing is 
marked by rhetorical restraint and epistemological caution as well as by a con-
stant movement of both the lens and telos for studying Second Temple materials. 
While other scholars were making methodological pronouncements and penning 
grand correctives to traditional approaches, she has spent decades publishing 
rigorous explorations of key sources and themes that speak to the pressing his-
toriographical issues of our times. She not only explores the challenges and op-
portunities created by new perspectives, but above all models what a different 
approach could look like in practice. 

In her decades-long attempts to come to grips with Jewish and Christian 
apocalyptic literature, for instance, Himmelfarb has demonstrated again and 
again the value of precise comparison, close reading, and attention to literary 
form. She has published on the full range of Jewish apocalypses.9 Yet her studies 
focus on recovering the highly localized contexts within which each text was 
produced. She has shown us that the accounts of heavenly ascent in the early 
Jewish apocalypses can reveal a great deal about the intellectual ambitions, in-
stitutional interests, and scribal habits of the priestly elite of Hellenistic and 
Roman Judaea.10 From her 1985 Tours of Hell to her 1991 Ascent to Heaven, 
Himmelfarb has outlined an approach to apocalyptic texts that emphasized 
otherworldly travel and human transformation over and against a narrower focus 
on eschatological beliefs and movements.11 She has explored the various ways 
that the priesthood, the Temple, and even priestly sacrifice became articulated 
into heavenly frameworks.12 Moreover, she has pioneered a methodologically 
rigorous approach to narratives of personal transformation that sidesteps specu-
lation about an author’s religious experiences and instead attends to the literary 

Essays in the Geographics of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, ed. J. S. Scott and P. Simpson-
Housley (Westport: Greenwood, 1991), 63–78.

 9 See her accessible synthesis in The Apocalypse: A Brief History (Malden: Wiley-Black-
well, 2010).

10 See sources cited above as well as Martha Himmelfarb, “The Practice of Ascent in the 
Ancient Mediterranean World,” in Death, Ecstasy, and Other Worldly Journeys, ed. J. J. Collins 
and M. Fishbane (Albany: SUNY Press, 1995), 121–37.

11 Himmelfarb, Ascent to Heaven; Himmelfarb, Tours of Hell: An Apocalyptic Form in 
Jewish and Christian Literature (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1983); 
Himmelfarb, “The Experience of the Visionary and Genre in the Ascension of Isaiah 6–11 and 
the Apocalypse of Paul,” Semeia 36 (1986): 97–111; Himmelfarb, “Revelation and Rapture: The 
Transformation of the Visionary in the Ascent Apocalypses,” in Mysteries and Revelations: 
Apocalyptic Studies Since the Uppsala Colloquium, ed. J. J. Collins and J. H. Charlesworth, 
JSPSup 9 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1991), 79–90.

12 Himmelfarb, “Earthly Sacrifice and Heavenly Influence: The Law of the Priesthood 
in Aramaic Levi and Jubilees,” in Heavenly Realms and Earthly Realities in Late Antique 
Religions, ed. R. S. Boustan and A. Y. Reed (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 
103–22; Himmelfarb, “What Goes On in the Heavenly Temple?” in Atonement: Jewish and 
Christian Origins, ed. M. Botner, J. H. Duff, and S. Dürr (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2020), 
171–92.

Tours by the Light of Martha Himmelfarb 3



fabric and rhetorical function of these accounts.13 Her approach has highlight-
ed the porous boundaries between the human, the angelic, and the divine in the 
heavenly world.

What Himmelfarb has shown us, in short, are the possibilities that open up 
when we stop treating these sources as either universal expressions of mystical 
yearnings or as records of the revolutionary fervor of the oppressed. We are 
able to re-encounter their authors and tradents as creative bricoleurs of Jewish, 
Mesopotamian, Greek, and other traditions – as scribes imagining the structure 
of the divine world, the potentialities of folk-heroes like Enoch, and the very 
nature of knowledge. And when we do, apocalypses and related Scrolls and 
“pseudepigrapha” can be recovered as sources for understanding broader trends 
in ancient Judaism as well. By studying early Jewish apocalypses no less in 
relation to the Hebrew Bible than to the New Testament, she has traced the trans-
formation of the visionary tradition from the theophanies of Isaiah and Ezekiel 
to the tours of heaven in the Book of the Watchers.14 And in her work on Sefer 
Zerubbabel and other post-70 apocalyptic traditions, she has further shown how 
biblical prophecy continued to inspire new forms of Jewish messianic and es-
chatological writing long after 70 ce and the rise of Christianity, albeit in new 
ways.15

Within and beyond her studies of apocalypses, Himmelfarb’s scholarship is 
characterized by an acuity and precision that guides the questions she formu-
lates and the answers she finds most persuasive. The breadth of her knowledge 
is astonishing, ranging across more than a millennium of history, spanning 
from Near Eastern and Mediterranean antiquity to the Jewish, Christian, and 
Muslim communities of the Middle Ages. She has pulled off the near impos-
sible, cultivating a distinctive scholarly voice while also generating research 
paradigms within which others could find their own voices. While her work 
cannot be squeezed into any conventional scholarly boxes, she has nonetheless 
modeled for the field as a whole – and for her students in particular – a style 

13 See esp. the pair of chapters on “Heavenly Ascent and Priestly Investiture” and “Transfor-
mation and the Righteous Dead,” in Himmelfarb, Ascent to Heaven, 29–71.

14 Himmelfarb, Ascent to Heaven; Himmelfarb, “From Prophecy to Apocalypse.”
15 Culminating in her book Jewish Messiahs in a Christian Empire: A History of the Book 

of Zerubbabel (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2017), but also including: Himmelfarb, 
“Sefer Zerubbabel: Introduction and Translation,” in Rabbinic Fantasies: Imaginative Narra-
tives from Classical Hebrew Literature, ed. D. Stern and M. J. Mirsky (Philadelphia: JPS, 
1990), 67–90; Himmelfarb “The Mother of the Messiah in the Talmud Yerushalmi and Sefer 
Zerubbabel,” in The Talmud Yerushalmi and Greco-Roman Culture III, ed. P. Schäfer, TSAJ 93 
(Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2002), 369–89; Himmelfarb, “Revelation and Rabbinization in Sefer 
Zerubbabel and Sefer Eliyyahu,” in Revelation, Literature, and Community in Late Antiquity, ed. 
P. Townsend and M. Vidas, TSAJ 146 (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2011), 217–36; Himmelfarb, 
“The Messiah Son of Joseph in Ancient Judaism,” in Envisioning Judaism: Studies in Honor 
of Peter Schäfer on the Occasion of His Seventieth Birthday, ed. R. Boustan, et al., 2 vols. 
(Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2013), 2:771–90

Ra‘anan Boustan, David Frankfurter, and Annette Yoshiko Reed4



of scholarship that is ambitious yet judicious, bold yet cautious, sweeping yet 
detailed.

Another recurrent feature of Himmelfarb’s work (and her teaching!) over the 
years has been her challenge to the categories “Jewish” and “Christian” – or at 
least a tautological dependence on the contrast between these categories.16 It has 
long been habitual in the study of apocalyptic literature to treat the rise of Chris-
tianity as if it were the telos of Jewish messianism. The reward for breaking this 
habit, as Himmelfarb has shown us, is the opening of new perspectives on the 
texts themselves as well as on the ongoing contact between Jewish and Chris-
tian textual cultures that so often shaped messianic imagery within both.17 In 
addition, in the tradition of Kraft, Himmelfarb has steered us away from those 
old-fashioned theories of Christian interpolation that imagined early Byzantine 
scribes intrusively adding Christian “clarifications” to pre-70 Jewish com-
positions. Instead, she led us to imagine more complex situations in which Chris-
tians themselves (broadly conceived) would compose testaments and visions in 
the name of biblical heroes.18 What kinds of Christian interests emerge through 
the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs? Why would secret visions of Elijah 
inspire both Christian and Jewish authors? What happens if we read the Book 
of Revelation or the Apocalypse of Peter as Jewish texts – or 2 Baruch or the 
Testament of Job as Christian? What kinds of Christian subcultures maintained 
ancient Jewish interests in tours of heaven and hell, or transfiguration, or the 
details of a heavenly or eschatological temple? How did the elaborate priestly 
symbolism in texts like Ascension of Isaiah or Testament of Levi work for Chris-
tian readers and audiences? In the diverse materials that Himmelfarb covers in 

16 See esp. her reflections in “The Parting of the Ways Reconsidered: Diversity in Judaism 
and Jewish–Christian Relations in the Roman Empire: ‘A Jewish Perspective,’” in Interwoven 
Destinies: Jews and Christians Through the Ages, ed. E. J. Fisher (New York: Paulist, 1993), 
47–61.

17 See, e. g., Himmelfarb, “Sefer Eliyyahu: Jewish Eschatology and Christian Jerusalem,” in 
Shaping the Middle East: Jews, Christians, and Muslims in an Age of Transition 400–800 c.e., 
ed. K. G. Holum and H. Lapin, Meyerhoff Studies and Texts in Jewish History and Culture (Be-
thesda: University Press of Maryland, 2011), 223–38; Himmelfarb, “Sefer Zerubbabel and Pop-
ular Religion,” in A Teacher for All Generations: Essays in Honor of James C. VanderKam, ed. 
E. F. Mason, 2 vols., JSJSup 153 (Leiden: Brill, 2011), 2:621–34; Himmelfarb, “‘Az milifnei 
vereishit’: The Suffering Servant in the Seventh Century,” in Jews, Christians and Muslims 
in Medieval and Early Modern Times: A Festschrift for Mark R. Cohen, ed. A. E. Franklin, 
et al. (Leiden: Brill, 2014), 369–84; Himmelfarb, “Abraham and the Messianism of Genesis 
Rabbah,” in Genesis Rabbah in Text and Context, ed. S. Kattan Gribetz, et al., TSAJ 166 
(Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2016), 99–114.

18 See Himmelfarb, “Parting of the Ways Reconsidered,” and for more recent examples, her 
“3 Baruch Revisited: Jewish or Christian Composition and Why It Matters,” Zeitschrift für Anti-
kes Christentum/Journal of Ancient Christianity 20 (2016): 41–62; Himmelfarb, “The Pseud-
epigrapha in Greek: Translation, Composition, and the Diaspora,” in The Old Testament Pseud-
epigrapha: Fifty Years of the Pseudepigrapha Section at the SBL, ed. M. Henze and L. I. Lied 
(Atlanta: SBL, 2019), 263–86.
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her publications, texts, fragments, and narrative traditions travel so fluidly across 
the putative “Jewish”/“Christian” divide that any simple insistence on “identity 
markers” seems almost untenable. Does a text become simply “Christian” and 
no longer Jewish as soon as Christ is mentioned, even if it advances this figure 
through apocalyptic disclosures? Do we presume a text was Jewish before it was 
Christian because we can easily extricate Christ? Does interest in the Temple and 
its cult or in priestly purity somehow contradict Christian values?

Few scholars are able to move with such fluidity between Jewish and Chris-
tian literatures, on the one hand, and across ancient and medieval periods, on 
the other – typically with a focus on neglected materials.19 This scope is evident 
already in her 1981 dissertation on tours of hell, which treated a sweeping set 
of texts, from the Apocalypse of Peter to Gedulat Moshe, and resituated what 
had been assumed to be a Christianized Hellenistic trope in relation to the third-
century bce Book of the Watchers, understood in light of the Aramaic Enoch 
fragments. 

Questions of transmission, continuity, and rupture recur throughout her 
scholarly writings. Her 1993 Ascent to Heaven traced a similarly important 
historical trajectory, in this case from Ezekiel and the Book of the Watchers 
to Christian ascent apocalypses like the Apocalypse of Paul, recovering in the 
process the activities of Jewish scribes and their writings. By contrast, her 2006 
Kingdom of Priests drew out a different set of ramifications from the Aramaic 
Enoch fragments by demonstrating the productive tensions that arose within 
Second Temple Judaism between, on the one hand, ancestry and merit as criteria 
for priestly holiness and, on the other, the formative role that these two virtues 
played in subsequent Jewish and Christian conceptions of communal boundaries 
and belonging. Her work paid equal attention to the longue durée processes of 
transmission and reception through which religious traditions are constituted 
and reconstituted and to the precise social and historical contexts within which 
texts and ideas do their cultural work. Thus, while her 2010 synthetic history of 
apocalyptic literature The Apocalypse showed the value of charting transfor-
mations of a literary form over more than two millennia, Himmelfarb’s work 
has also underscored the pitfalls in tracing continuities forward, including in her 
2017 Jewish Messiahs in a Christian Empire. 

Himmelfarb’s work challenges us to take texts of the Second Temple period 
seriously, on their own terms, while also not severing them from the study of 
later literature – both Jewish and Christian. Following her example, her students 

19 Other examples include Himmelfarb, “The Ordeals of Abraham: Circumcision and the 
Aqedah in Origen, the Mekhilta, and Genesis Rabbah,” Hen 28 (2008): 289–310; Himmelfarb, 
“The Virgin Mary and Ancient Jewish Literature,” in The Early Middle Ages, ed. F. E. Con-
solino and J. Herrin (Atlanta: SBL, 2020), 103–20. See also Himmelfarb, “The Apocrypha 
in Medieval Hebrew Literature,” in The Jewish Annotated Apocrypha, ed. J. Klawans and 
L. M. Wills (New York: Oxford University Press, 2020), 598–602.
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and colleagues have learned to follow the history of the reception of these texts 
beyond the period of Christian Origins into late antiquity and the medieval 
period. Even as she considers materials from a startling range of time periods, 
she is always attentive to the challenges of establishing as precisely as possible 
the nature of the relationships among texts and the communities that produced 
them. Within specialist subfields that are contested or polarized, she has stood 
out for navigating reasonable positions that cut through debates. In this way, 
she has been able to create bridges among multiple such subfields while still 
remaining true to her sense that acts of comparison should always sharpen our 
understanding of the texts in question rather than dilute their peculiarities or blur 
their distinctions.

Himmelfarb’s articles on apocalyptic and related literatures have always 
resisted telling a single story with a single trajectory that unfolds from the 
Book of the Watchers forward to the Ascension of Isaiah, Apocalypse of Paul, 
Hekhalot literature, late midrashim, and Sefer Zerubbabel. What we see in her 
tours through apocalyptic literary history is not the story of a “diverse” Second 
Temple Judaism supposedly filtered by later rabbinic or ecclesiastical authorities 
into the canonical forms of Judaism and Christianity conventionally imagined 
in scholarship. Rather, Himmelfarb follows unusual routes and themes from the 
Second Temple period up through – and beyond – late antiquity that also show 
the enduring power of the biblical past. 

To see the Second Temple period through the lens of Himmelfarb’s scholar-
ship is to be challenged to treat the why and what and how of its study as ques-
tions in need of answers, as problems to turn and ponder anew. And she ac-
complished this scholarship over the very same decades in which most work 
on Second Temple Judaism framed its meaning and significance in altogether 
triumphalist terms – with tales of discovery and recovery, with lost books found, 
old assumptions overturned, old prejudices shed, and the restoration of a for-
gotten past. By contrast, Himmelfarb has approached the very definition and 
scope of Second Temple Judaism as an open question, one continuously shaped 
and reshaped by ever-evolving scholarly discoveries and frameworks.

Partly as a result, Himmelfarb’s work never ceases to surprise. Much of the 
work for which she is most famous, for instance, centers on ascent apocalypses. 
Yet this is precisely what she unsettles in a new article on “Heavenly Ascent 
Revisited,” asking what we do and do not see by virtue of this particular focus.20 
Likewise, the question of the recovery of Second Temple Jewish traditions with-
in medieval Judaism has been a theme in Himmelfarb’s work, beginning from 
her 1984 article on “R. Moses the Preacher and the Testaments of the Twelve 

20 Martha Himmelfarb, “Heavenly Ascent Revisited,” in Reimagining Apocalypticism: Apoc-
alypses, Apocalyptic Literature, and the Dead Sea Scrolls, ed. L. DiTommaso and M. Goff 
(Atlanta: SBL, 2023), 429–70.
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Patriarchs.”21 But she resists a simple answer to this question of whether earlier 
texts can be recovered from later ones. In her 2017 Jewish Messiahs in a Chris-
tian Empire, for instance, she shows how what is often called a “Medieval He-
brew Apocalypse” is less a return to Second Temple precedents than an ex-
tension of biblical models informed by late antique Jewish messianic traditions. 
And in her contribution to the 2019 Guide to Early Jewish Texts and Traditions 
in Christian Transmission (a volume in which her essay is the only piece written 
by a woman and the only piece on post-Christian Judaism), Himmelfarb gathers 
“Rabbinic and post-Rabbinic Jewish” evidence related to “pseudepigrapha” and 
shows the evidence to be fundamentally heterogenous.22 The problem, again, is 
not with our data; it is with the scholarly assumption that we should be able to 
reduce the Judaism of the Second Temple period to one thing and, moreover, 
that its historical significance is tied to what later generations did with it. In the 
process of unsettling the field, Himmelfarb also helps to point the way ahead 
and open up much more interesting questions.

Many of what we think of as “new” trends, moreover, are approaches that 
Himmelfarb has already tried. Her longstanding concern for the Christian forms 
in which Jewish texts and traditions are preserved, for instance, anticipates what 
we now think of as an “New Philology” approach that takes seriously manu-
scripts and settings of transmission. Much of her work also presaged what we 
now call “Reception Studies.”23 Perhaps needless to say, she has long taken pu-
rity, sacrifice, and priesthood very seriously.24 

Himmelfarb’s distinctive approaches to the literature and history of Judaism 
and Christianity in antiquity have proven influential not only with her peers, 
but has also with the coming generations of scholars. Through her exemplary 
teaching, advising, and mentoring, she has helped to cultivate an intellectual 
community – at Princeton and beyond – for whom Jewish and Christian his-
tories can be studied in a manner entangled, intertwined, and even “un-parted.” 

21 Himmelfarb, “R. Moses the Preacher and the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs,” AJS 
Review 9 (1984): 55–78.

22 Himmelfarb, “Alternative Modes of Transmission: Rabbinic and Post-Rabbinic Jewish,” 
in A Guide to Early Jewish Texts and Traditions in Christian Transmission, ed. A. Kulik, et al. 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2019), 431–48.

23 E. g., Himmelfarb, “R. Moses the Preacher”; Himmelfarb, “A Report on Enoch in Rabbinic 
Literature,” SBL Seminar Papers 13 (1978): 259–69; Himmelfarb, “Some Echoes of Jubilees in 
Medieval Hebrew Literature,” in Tracing the Threads: Studies in the Vitality of Jewish Pseud-
epigrapha, ed. J. C. Reeves, SBLEJL 6 (Atlanta: Scholars, 1994), 115–41.

24 See above as well as Himmelfarb, “Earthly Sacrifice and Heavenly Influence”; 
Himmelfarb, “Sexual Relations and Purity in the Temple Scroll and the Book of Jubilees,” DSD 
6 (1999): 11–36; Himmelfarb, “Impurity and Sin in 4QD, 1QS, and 4Q512,” DSD 8 (2001): 9–37; 
Himmelfarb, “‘Greater Is the Covenant with Aaron’ (Sifre Numbers 119): Rabbis, Priests, and 
Kings Revisited,” in The Faces of Torah: Studies in the Texts and Contexts of Ancient Judaism 
in Honor of Steven Fraade, ed. M. Bar-Asher Siegal, T. Novick, and C. Hayes (Göttingen: 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2017), 339–50.
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Just as it is no longer surprising to see Jesus but also Paul and John of Patmos re-
read and recovered as Jews, so there is also a growing consensus that Christian 
manuscripts of so-called “Old Testament pseudepigrapha” can be productively 
situated in their Christian contexts of copying and transmission – all without oc-
cluding the formative and ongoing Jewish histories of these texts.

The present volume showcases the intellectual community of scholars that 
her ideas and questions have helped to create. The four essays in the first 
section (“Rethinking Second Temple Judaism”) revisit key issues in the study 
of Second Temple Judaism in conversation with Himmelfarb’s work. Annette 
Yoshiko Reed rethinks the scholarly debate on “Hellenism” and “Judaism” from 
the perspective of the Aramaic Dead Sea Scrolls, extending Himmelfarb’s own 
extension of the ideas of Elias Bickerman. Benjamin Wright takes a fresh ap-
proach to testamentary traditions and Ben Sira beyond “authorship” by reflecting 
on comparable wisdom transmitted between the generations in the folk-rock 
classic “Father and Son” by the 1970s singer-songwriter Cat Stevens. Steven 
Fraade and Aryeh Amihay reconsider the ramifications of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
for our understanding of Jewish communal structures in the Second Temple 
period: Fraade analyzes the conception of religious authority and leadership in 
the Damascus Document and other texts from Qumran, while Amihay revisits 
the tension between inclusivity and exclusivity within the sectarian ideologies 
of the period. 

The essays in the second section (“At the Intersections of Judaism and Chris-
tianity”) take on problems of “Jewish” and “Christian” identities. The first two 
articles, by John Marshall and Elaine Pagels, do so with a focus on the Book of 
Revelation. Marshall engages recent debates about the translation of Ioudaioi 
in “religious” and/or “ethnic” terms, so as to draw out the complex historical 
identities presumed by John of Patmos’s apocalypse, which cannot readily be 
reduced to our categories of “religion” – and, indeed, point even to the challenge 
of reading Revelation, not just as a Jewish apocalypse, but also as a book 
that is Greek, Eastern, and Asian as much or more than it is geographically 
Judean. Pagels illumines the identities of those included within Revelation’s es-
chatological predictions, challenging traditional interpretations that read its “in-
numerable multitude” retrospectively in terms of later Christian universalist, 
triumphalist, and supersessionist ideas about “the Church.” Just as Pagels re-
covers Revelation as a Jewish reflection on the end-time fate of gentiles, so AJ 
Berkovitz demonstrates the early rabbinic transformation of Psalm 29 into a site 
for thinking about gentiles and revealed knowledge. Rather than simply a matter 
of polemics, Berkovitz shows its workings within the mechanics of rabbinic bib-
lical interpretation. 

Just as Berkovitz shows how Jewish reflection on gentiles goes far beyond 
the “background” to Jesus and Paul, the following three articles reveal un-
expected twists in the interactions between Jews and Christians in and beyond 
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late antiquity. Peter Schäfer revisits the history of interpretation of Genesis 2–3. 
But rather than stop with Paul and Augustine, as the usual telos of Christian doc-
trines of original sin, he explores rabbinic discussions that intriguingly posit the 
very inverse, casting the human capacity to sin positively in relation to human 
rivalry with angels. Hayim Lapin explores Christian evidence for rabbinization 
with a focus on Amulo, showing how Carolingian writings in Latin attest the 
migration of distinctively rabbinic traditions to Christian Europe. William Adler 
presents a translation of a passage from Michael Glycas connecting Jesus with 
the Jewish priesthood, thereby demonstrating the intriguing persistence of Chris-
tian interest in the Jerusalem Temple and its Jewish priesthood in Byzantium. 

The third section of the volume (“Priesthoods and Liturgies in Transfor-
mation”) illuminates both the historical reality and enduring religious significance 
of priesthood, sacrifice, and ritual across a range of both Jewish and Christian 
contexts. At a time when many scholars still regarded apocalypticism as the 
impulse of the disenfranchised, Himmelfarb recognized the critical importance 
of the Jewish priesthood and its values in Hellenistic times for shaping the 
details and preoccupations of Jewish apocalypses. The five articles gathered 
together in this section exemplify some of the directions in which scholars have 
taken this nuanced regard for Jewish priestly culture. Richard Bauckham lays 
out epigraphical evidence for priestly families among provenanced ossuaries in 
Palestine. Michael Swartz discusses rabbinic appropriations of priestly authority 
and intimations of lay ritual authority, looking especially at their retellings of the 
Yom Kippur Temple ritual. Ophir Münz-Manor moves into the related topic of 
liturgy, seeking to locate the composers and singers of piyyut within the social 
and institutional landscape of late antique Judaism. His article considers whether 
these little-understood figures operated from within rabbinic Judaism or, rather, 
at and beyond its boundaries, even raising the possibility that they could have 
been priests. Mika Ahuvia discusses one particular piyyut that describes, in el-
evated terms, a woman’s pious responsibility for monitoring her menstrual cycle 
and thus her own ritual status. Finally, David Frankfurter demonstrates how the 
symbolism of heavenly/angelic liturgy – its otherworldly sights, sounds, words, 
and images – were materialized as mundane substances, such as water, oil, bread, 
and wine, within the rituals prescribe by the Coptic mystical incantations from 
late antique and Byzantine Egypt.

The fourth section (“Material Texts”) reflects Himmelfarb’s long-standing 
interest in the transmission of Second Temple sources within later Jewish and 
Christian manuscript cultures. Anne-Marie Liujendijk explores the practice of 
applying cedar oil to book manuscripts in antiquity in order to protect from them 
from the damage caused by insects. This mode of caring for books, which left 
traces both in the literary sources of the period and as physical marks on the 
manuscripts themselves, attests the energy that was invested in the project of 
preserving these precious vehicles of knowledge. Nicola Denzey Lewis similarly 
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Farbräume
DeviceCMYK / DeviceN
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Schriften: 14
Antinoou TrueType (CID) / Identity-H / eingebettete Untergruppe
EstrangeloEdessa TrueType (CID) / Identity-H / eingebettete Untergruppe
FrankRuhlMF-Italic Type1 / Custom / eingebettet
FrankRuhlMF-Regular Type1 / Custom / eingebettet
MagnonExp-Regular Type1 / Custom / eingebettete Untergruppe
SBLHebrew TrueType / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
SBLHebrew TrueType (CID) / Identity-H / eingebettete Untergruppe
TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT TrueType / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT (3x) TrueType / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT TrueType (CID) / Identity-H / eingebettete Untergruppe
TimesNewRomanPSMT TrueType / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
TimesNewRomanPSMT TrueType (CID) / Identity-H / eingebettete Untergruppe





