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Revised

Kazuya Sasaki, Shota Tanaka, Mike I. Weeks and Tomoki Sunobe. 2021. Reproduc-
tive behavior and development of eggs, larvae and juveniles in Plesiops coeruleolin-
eatus (Plesiopidae). Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of Japan, 7: 58-65.

Reproductive behavior and development of eggs, larvae and
juveniles of Plesiops coeruleolineatus (Plesiopidae) were stud-
ied at Banda, Tateyama, Chiba, Japan (34°58'N, 139°46'N) from
April to September, 2020. Reproductive season of this species
ran from July to August. Nest preparation by male, courtship be-
havior, spawning and egg guarding were observed for six times
in aquarium through the study period. Spawning lasted about
two hours from 7:00 to 18:00. Number of eggs was from 924 to
6,367. In the wild condition, a male stayed at a nest under a rock,
and guarded a clutch of eggs spawned on the ceiling of the nest.
Larvae hatched at 132 hours after fertilization by 24°C. Mean
size [total length (TL)] of the newly-hatched pre-larvae was 3.07
mm. At 25 days after hatching, sizes of larva attained 10.2 mm
TL, and settlement had started.

2 F 3% 7 ARl (Plesiopidae) (Z N FE T2HiE 12
J& 50 FEA R # & 11 (Nelson et al,, 2016), HA T 2 4
FEsIE 10 A 5N TWVS (B, 2013). AR D %IE
HEHEIC DU T & Trachinops taeniatus Giinther, 1861 33 X O
IN{R 5 & 1T 9 Assessor macneilli Whitley, 1935 12 351 TC
IKIEEE COFE FICBT 3 MEOINMRENRE TN TN S
(Allen and Kuiter, 1976; Kuiter, 2004). P4 EIZC BV TIE
Paraplesiops meleagris (Peters, 1869) DEIC X % UP{R L TH)
B XU Pa. bleekeri (Giinther, 1861) DI LTI K U5 KK
OHFDEEDHSMTENTE YD (Bryars, 2011; Baker,

2013), T caudimaculatus McCoy, 1890 IZ 3T &ZfE00 &
ZTNZRET DM OVTREN TS (Moo, 1990).

WIHEALE TS SIS DU T Belonepterygion fasciolatum (Ogi-
Iby, 1889) ODVEiliEfEfits K U EZDOMEAMDY 1 X LIEiE
MEl#E N T % (Yerman and Leis, 2011; #il], 2014).
X 51T, Acanthoclinus littoreus (Forster, 1801) DIFNFELE,
WL, THEHER S K OB EROREADOIZRERDIE &
N T3 (Jillett, 1968; Crossland, 1981) [ TlZZFN7Z
N Ac. quadridactylus (Bloch and Schneider, 1801) 33 X U Ac.
trilineatus Griffin, 1933 £ TN TV 3D, AKTIlE Yerman
and Leis (2011) IZHEW, Ae. littoreus & UTz].

R FINR I F Plesiops coeruleolineatus Riippell, 1835 |31
Y R SPERTFECIR i U, EN TR HADKRF
PRRRE, BB, NEIRGEE, POEERIC O id % (bR,
2013; RYEIEA, 2019). EiEOAHESY > AR L,
2R 10 em fRICET S (Kuiter, 2004; 5, 2018). Af#
OBIEIENMNVEETIETA TANS AR EEZEZ BN,
EIFEAEHICHT 85T, O TIC—/BOIiz
JEACHESE L, FEDONREEZTTS . & SICEREE NI RIADN
WA A B K TIREFRIC DOV TIRE ST
% [k, 1955 ; JFiZ Tld PL semeion Tanaka, 1917 £ X1
TWBD, KTl Mooi (1995) IZfiEW PL coeruleolineatus
L] LAL, AEOFELWEHEEREDEE X TOF
HEFLDIPREZALIC DV TIIAHTH S, T T T, THIAM
I BV TAROERITEI 25 L, 155 N/32hE0N 7z
R LI, (FHESDIEREZKICEE S 2 A MME 57z
DTHET 5.

MR ERE

FABRE THERMLTRE (34°58'N, 139°46'N) ICH
WCKYE 12 m DEEAHIT, 20204E7 H 1S A5 8 H 22
Ho 10 B 5 18 REDRFRHHIC 2 R D AF > XA 7
I X ZWKiEZ 13 [MRfELz. BEBISRZITV, RE
TTE I TEID L S N 726, COOLPIX W300 (FRkX&
th=a>) zZRCCEEZER L. £z, IR CH
FELCRIUIBANCR E > T3 T & 2R Uit 4 faikic

Ichthy 7 | 2021 | 58



Sasaki et al. — Reproductive behavior, larvae and juveniles of Plesiops coeruleolineatus

|
A Partition

Nest

. ." ‘Partition
B )

Fig. 1. Frontal (A) and top view (B) of a rearing aquarium.

« 10cm

DWW TR TE) 2 Bi%E LTz,

BEEE 202044 H23 U0 5 7 H 23 HX TOHAM,
AF U ZAC VT KDBEKREITD, FRICEKD ZF 8%
Uz 14 fRER Uz, 2 Offfkix FRP 7KFE (180
x 90 x 70 cm) ICINA L, fE#E{KE (standard length: SL)
2/ F AT, Mooi (1995) ICHEWNAFHZSEEDIERE (M :
FIBEIR, M - i d FLELR D/ NERR 2 A %) 1T K D I
MR Lz, cond 3 D0DXRT (#1 I 74.5 mm SL,
It 43.1 mm SL ; #2 [ 79.6 mm SL, ff 71.9 mm SL ; #3 i
76.3 mm SL, [ 69.7 mm SL) Z{FO (Table 1), FNZFN
FRRICHYID (HWT 7 V)R @45 x 42 em) 2 ANTz K
7 7 ) )VKKE (90 x 45 x 45 cm) IBBL, 9H ISHET
G Ul MofEIEBIR L. BSE TR, X7 # B
KU # IR UTD, #2 D 2 kI X U% TN 5 it
WCHWWTAFHERLE, AR L U THAEIIRNT B2 - Higk
HYfE (KPM-ND C8&k U7z, x5, MEERICHIT %88
DEAFFIFETHIR LicsycaMfiinE hiz 7Hio
BEDMEEICEDN TN AN, T TIEIEAFRSE LT
AEMNRAENE T TR L.

IKFEIE I B F T BB IR O MM R L TR 1.5 cm D

JEE T ZEN T, RBASGARE LT, LA (20 x9.5 x 6
cm) 2 fHD_FIZEHET 7 ) UM (18 x 16 em) IBXUH
WIALDOY—F (15 x 15 cm) ZEWEEDZH) 10 cm D
MbEZ24 C2DE L (Fig. 1. KEERE NS DT
BTz, KO X CHImIE RO TRV Z
w7z, flfe UTA Y ATV I Palaemon pacificus (Stimpson,
1860), & 51 /i = Gaetice depressus (De Haan, 1835), 7
T/\¥ Chaenogobius annularis Gill, 1859, 5 += 27V )l -E
ART NI LTIV AT v NS 54 7.

Wit DG D 72 W RR % IS Y D Mz 139 L, MElED
T 2B L. M2 T B ATREMEN D 5 D T,
WERED XTI FEIROIALY) D TV o 72, SRR, 77
7V )UKz KFED S ELD B REAT 5 N Tz 8RE %2 OM-D
E-M1 Mark Il (AU 2/ SAMA S ICTHE EMSEREL,
i G QO

I X OMFHEF OIS 2020 4 8 H 8 HIC 2k L7201
ZHAVTIIRAB L UIME% 3 HE E TOfFfaz gL,
b1 10 HH D 5 OFHEF DB REBISHICIE 2020 427 H
20 HICpEA T N7 fliAZ W7z (Table 1), BEAMEE L
TWa7 7V )ikzL7 L— 3272 L30 LOMET
JUIVKIICBEEIL, 77— 7 MC K 2KENIIEICH
723 KD ICRE Lz, JKiRIEH 24°C ISR 5 7z, W EE %
s BT LT 1 H L REIETE/K 1 ml &7z 30 fEARTTZIC
TAHEIGEZ, LB 1N HED &7 IV 2 794 E
RRCHS- L, 20 HIRICE 7 IVT 2 7HEDOHRICHEIT L.

BEFEE 35 K UMD B 20 Hih % COBIZUI A YE
fEE BX51-33 (4 U VSARK &) 2, 25 Hilsh 5 40
H i & Tl AR FLAARBEM S SZ61-C-SET (A1) 7S Akt
24 ZHWTITo %, 20 HEIE TO X7 v FITIFBIR
(ke Nz i A B rtA = R LY e

#® =B

FIEITEY PRAE U7 14 AR DREHER RIS IHE T TS +
FEUE(R 7% = 75.0 + 6.6 mm SL (&ipH = 68.4-79.6 mm SL, n =
5), METIE 66.6+23.5mm SL (43.1-77.5mm SL,n=9) T,
WERE DY 1 RIS ZE 237 h > 7z (Student t-test, £ = 1.60,
df=12,p=0.13).

BN T D FESI TENE 2020 4E 8 H 5 HICOABIS S Nz,

Table 1. Records of spawning of Plesiops coeruleolineatus in breeding aquaria.

Pair # Male (mm SL) Female (mm SL) Date of spawning Number of eggs
August 12,2020 1938
1 74.5 43.1 August 18, 2020 4510
August 31, 2020 924
2 79.6* 71.9%* July 20, 2020 5987
August 8, 2020 6367
3 76.3 69.7 August 15, 2020 4991

*KPM-NI 63305, **KPM-NI 63306.
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Fig. 2. Body coloration of normal condition (A), and male (B) and female (C) during reproductive behavior in the pair #3 of Plesiops

coeruleolineatus.

FEDMIEHE 1 AL UHE 1 EADT Tirbh, FEINFIC
DN E T [AfE i E A Z D B WA S TTEI A R S Nz,
PESHRFRTIE 11 BE 35 0 5 120525 0 E T TH o 2. 2020
7 H 15 B 8 H 17 HICHT T 4 AN IIRERTT>

-

.

\*

<

N -
gIies

TW BT S N, ISR A FORNZER- T,
HHEDNKIHIBCHET 2 TH o T, FEIIHEN TIEHED
YU fiE Tk 7218 5 (RETTEIDBISR S Nz, K=o F
~N'J Thalassoma cupido (Temminck and Schlegel, 1845) %> A
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X A& A Chromis notatus (Temminck and Schlegel, 1843) /3
Bl % LR LTz, (R ORED KRBT FEIN TEIE
B EINGh o7z 1 BITHEIND S L E THEBRIICBIE
T, BeE oW 6s HTH -z, ML, 4k
L ERT 2 (8], 2 EKT 1A, FifzicIizRE L T
2 DOWBIEE N, FBEBZRICBEWTEINMRERICHEE
IKZIMTIEBITEIY, WMLERTOINCHKZIXD, Wz
eI RAS T P ZRSF Wl

IKRETIE 6 MBI TR BIR I Nz, FEITEUE 924
il 5 6367 il Td > 7= (Table 1). PFEFFREREIZ 7:00 H 5
18:00 DD 2 KR THRERIHHEIE L Biah o 7o, B
TR Z2 (R D TARR G S h RO TS T R SN ah >
7z (Fig. 2A). WEMEDNWTK % Rz fERvMc b

B/, W7z L TR Z N HICED R R B ISR E LTz,
DL ZHOFERITEEOH AEMEREL, W, HiE E
fEDFOHRIE X < Hiro 7z (Fig. 2B). HEOREZITH)IC
JEUTHEE AR L, FEINDAE -7z, MEIC B RBE{ED
Aon, HAINENSazZ R, KEEOIRHRI X TN
Bl ko7 (Fig 20). WMEIISHHNT DLEA THEERZ KA+
KT T ODTEMNEREIN LTz, SNk —8 CHFEICEAD
BNz MR, A2 NIFRICEDYE, KT
g0 RIER B AT U T e BN DRI/ % T
otz EII, I HZ BN B DML £ T
REICH - 1.

BIRYE IO ERE 0.96 + 0.05 mm (0.91-1.00 mm), %
#2143 0.61 £ 0.05 mm (0.56-0.65 mm) Tdh > 7= (n=10). 5
SHSEWE D B0  UN BB O AL EINTH D,
5-10 fHOIIMMFE R A T2 B EFL THOKRHFCATHL,
—JFDIIRZ TR L Tz,

NG 1 R C 2 MG E U, SIS,
PHEAEEIE & A ETERE s o Tz, iz, SN
RO 1 MERS Nz (Fig. 3A). 24 BEIRICIXIRIEDTE AR E
NTEHH, Wifiids & T Kupfler KIAAEKE N, AHfEE
SHEZ BNz (Fig. 3B). 33 RifRIC I3 I A D EEER 2 /¢

mafll, EBEZEAERANCL, 8o 12 ZE 0 %L, Hig
MERE N, BHEENE 17 Dz 5Nz (Fig. 30). 122 B
MBRICIEIMIRIZIIAN 72 3/2 Jil L7z, BRI & BEakiEoR e
Fam IR L, Wifiigid o + 18 =27 Z%tx 7= (Fig. 3D).

FHEAORREZTIL WMLIXHEE 30 005 | KR Tl
Eofz. ZHER, W IR2KTH -7z BEEZOFFO
4 [in total length (TL)] (5025 7% 5 B A7 fa A D ER [
T,3.07+0.17mmTL (2.95-3.24 mm TL) (n=35) T 7=.
FHEBAE, ALPNEAROHRE OIS, I HETE X
DIEE D, HiikE 9 + 19 =28 (KEOEFHESFEIZ 10 +

15=25: 7K, 1955) ToH -z, BiwEES, AR EEB, Wb
ENCEONSHE, i N BaBERas sk
(Fig. 4 A).

Fig. 3. Egg development of Plesiops coeruleolineatus. A, 1 hour
after fertilization; B, 24 hours after fertilization; C, 33 hours
after fertilization; D, 122 hours after fertilization.

A b% 3 H TS 2 TN E gl filic A v,
339+ 0.09 mm TL (3.32-3.48 mm TL) (n = 5) IC %557z, [
WFRELSBHE, THENZEHL, WMERES Nz, il
9+ 16=25Td-o7c. FiFHSE KO O RO
KU, MEESmHOREOZRITES & EES T 2 BB
K U7z (Fig. 4B).

b 10 A TR 421 XU 430 mm TL, HEHERH
KESFEEL, AHIZB BN 2 B, HHIC 4 BRIZ K
ENnte. FEREDERKE NG, Hiffifkid 8 +16=24 T
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Fig. 4. Pre- and post-larvae of Plesiops coeruleolineatus. A, newly hatched pre-larva, 3.24 mm TL (KPM-NI 63307); B, 3 days after
hatching, 3.39 mm TL (KPM-NI 63308); C, 10 days after hatching, 4.30 mm TL (KPM-NI 63309); D, 15 days after hatching, 5.42
mm TL (KPM-NI 63310); E, 20 days after hatching, 7.15 mm TL (KPM-NI 63311).
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otz RO IEESmE K CHLE LI 3 #F
R LTz (Fig. 4 0).

b 1S HTR2E 492 83X U 542 mm TL, HFRA
DIEHDIRE D, REOHEFEENERE N lEs
TREARIC SIERCE N, BREREED 28.8 % 2 T,
RBHIREAa N U, BiEiiE 8 + 16 =24 TH >
7= (Fig. 4D).

b 20 HCRE 715 8K U 7.94 mm TL, HFRA
DI T L, B a7k, BESKIUBED
FERITTERUTIET B0, MEONHiEARSNEh Tz, B
EIZHI M KL, MEIKIDHNRENZD, R
ORISR BN Tz, HEIERIDRBEEN I L T HElE
MERKE N, BES X UM DRESIFIR G TN E Nk Tz,
A 1 O R E AR AR LS S 2RI LD >
Te. BiENcE WO RSN, AiEiEE 8 + 15
=23 Tdh o= (Fig. 4E).

W% 25 HT2E 9.9 BXKU 102 mm TL, #ESMTERKL
L, BEKT2KEINS. Kl 21 15, 15EE 11 3k 7 X
ok, TBIE 3 RS RS, NEHE 1 k4 WSk, RBEE30WSETH >
7. BEIZMEL, BEERKIGE L. MEESTmOLE
RIThA, RRICEZHORGRPRE L. B3R
HIM &K ORTATEZL, Mgz &ESKTRBICEDT
McHBI LTz (Fig. SA).

bt% 30 H T2 E 93 383X U 11.6 mm TL (Fig. 5B) £C
RE LD, —HOMRIE EZ3EL Tz, ik 40
HTAE 132 B X0 15.7 mm TL 1T LA T OADEE
LTV, hEOROEUILEITILD > 72h, oMo
SBIEREIC BV TR BT 25 HOfEk e K& aeiid /i
SNaihro iz,

E B

WHBIRIC BN TRINICHERENZINZ, 7THI5HOD
%1 ATIMEDE T L CW iz 7 A 9 HICIZBAICE
P THON TV EHEIIE Nz, R0AEIZ I N0
WE8HITHET T TH-7z. THITKMETHINLIZDIE 8
H3lHM®RETH -7z, Lizh > THEHIC B % K
DOFEIIIIE IR &8 7 H LA TRICIE > THD, 8 A
THICEETTREEZDNS.

GIRE R DN =Y FRT LA XA A 2 BT
HOMNBIREINT. ZFEBTEZVFARATRE I/
Amphiprion clarkii (Bennett, 1830) DFIZHiE L (Bell 1976),
TR RIR TlE A XA XA THIRHE Ol 72 FZERANIC BR
Ll n, [FAfEMEADINZHR L (Nakazono et
al, 1989). L7 > T, ZFNXUFANTO2HZHEL
T DRBENRIH RS LB LS L Bbh 5.

PESRATEN X I 72 KIS FEF T % Tz DI MM 5 B
M DL THINZIT> TDICH L, HEOTHIIAZED

BIEDRTERABZEZ D 3ol IHEDAFR
3} (Pseudochromidae) D Pseudochromis flavivertex Riippell,
1835 35 K U Ps. olivaceus Rippell, 1835 1%, PEINORRICHEA
JEER 7z MEICHT U AT T8 MBS ENT WA (Thresher,
1984), ARICHNTIIMEE ZM LA 2 X5 BfrElid R
SNEM o T IR ORI A KEED R IE 2R 51 TH)
MEEENzceh s, FHHCBWTE iR Ga FOkEN
ZERICKE P2 L, BTN T IS K> TINSE> TV
5LEZB5N5.

RIGRTET TR, HEDEBOFEARRE DI 2 (RiE
T2 EMD, EEOMED | EAROREEFEINL T3 & HE
WEN2 Ok, 1955). Lieh->T, HEDOHEDLED FE
YNBZEAI S 2 750X 0 GRS CHIZER, 2017) &
ZH6N5. HHLCET 2 AMOEMES AT LIENHTH S
M, TS & AR HEDNE O TICPEIN I ZHER 2 2 &5,
DI 0 IS O RN & 5 .

WALAF DY A ZIEARDHK) 3 mm TL T - 7z DI
U, Paraplesiops bleekeri T & #J 4 mm TL (Baker, 2013),
Acanthoclinus littoreus C & #J 4.7 mm TL T (Jillett, 1968),
AL D ERATH > T, AEOFRIGIORHE LT, K
FEDTHHA S VIR E 5 T &, WMLEZOFTEH S K TR L
MICREERN SN S I3k (1955) LRETH -
Te. Ac. littoreus O WALIE 1% O A1 FI3 ELEE N EHTEA 2 5 Uiy
KB LidHET 20, wigss, IR BB X TR R
FENHRBIE T, ALMD S8 T 7 Wi 1% 5 ONE N 5 5H
ST, MUl IE TS K O I RN HAE S
% LIIAME xS (Jillett, 1968).

ROFNUIHEFAINCEITS 5 £ TOMEHEH KR TR
BRBLENT &, 10 HmLAREOEFHOFEENF L 2
BOK 13 258, FillEE A NS & TIHRICTE R E
N2 ELAREDRHTH%.

fil B MBI 2 ARROIZE IR 1 7 H, AERH
102 mm TL TH o 7z. Pa. bleekeri DIFHEHARIITIATSH
5h, BEROY A XK 10 mm TL THZ T LidAREE
@ U T W % (Baker, 2013). Belonepterygion fasciolatum
LA ERFOKEIZH) 9 mm SL & AHE & [AkETH % (Yerman
and Leis, 2011; 1L, 2014). Ac. littoreus DFFEEHE DY A X
(&# 10 mm TL C, HEFDRAA & LIS L TR OLEhV D
BN ERAFEEETH -7 (Jillett, 1968). DL EX D
ZFNZTAROFET A ZE2E 10 mm ik & Hbhn
Zh, EBICEL DDV THERNLETH S.

AT BN T R FNZ T F OBIETE I K TR LD,
AKX COFMADIENMID THL M e o 7. B}
ISR BTN, Fln, Bl AT LZHGEMCT ST
& T, AMOEELDOREMNRES LEDbNS.
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% f
Fig. 5. Juveniles of Plesiops coeruleolineatus. A, 25 days after hatching, 10.2 mm TL (KPM-NI 63312); B, 30 days after hatching,
11.6 mm TL (KPM-NI 63313); C, 40 days after hatching, 15.7 mm TL (KPM-NI 63314).
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E i

K2 HED 212D T2, WERHERIKERIET 2 —
IV REEM 2 > 2 —fEIL AT — > 3 VB O KIE
K, ORI, RBITEI R AV E, KR AT
FHBOERICIIZ KRR D T 20Tz i2nTz, MZ)IRAT
AdnDRE - HIBRIEYIEEOMRE R HICEIEADERTT
7Tz, AR ARHER IS I SCHR D UL
HICTHI VIR0, COREBHED UTHEESHH L
5.
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