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A NEW GARDEN 

STARTING FROM SCRATCH 

by Gwen Kelaidis 

i V new garden is like a blank 
canvas. A n y t h i n g is possible, and 
everything depends on you. When we 
moved to a new property in October 
of 1994, I was both excited and a bit 
intimidated. Now have half an acre, 
whereas before we had a 52 by 100' lot 
(with a house and garage taking up 
way too much space). By my rough 
calculations the growing area (all the 
land not covered by buildings) is six 
times as great.. 

Much of my gardening in the last 
eight years had been influenced—or 
should I say determined—by the small 
scale in which I gardened. I have been 
a fanatic advocate of small plants: 
After al l , the smaller the plants, the 
more I could jam into that space. No 
plant which flopped or spread rapidly 
was allowed to live there: too danger
ous to its cohabitors, too greedy, and 
out of proportion to the compact pro
portions of the many cushion plants I 
grew. But now every th ing was 
brought into question, and i t was a 
new world of gardening. 

When starting fresh on a new gar
den, many questions arise. If you are 
starting a new garden, or taking a new 
look at your yard wi th the idea of rear

ranging here are some questions to 
consider: 

Are there trees, shrubs, and structures of 
the existing landscaping that should be 
removed? 

Many times there are trees or 
shrubs that have no particular merit, 
and you want to replace them either 
wi th sun-loving perennials or wi th a 
choice woody plant. Also, most rock 
plants prefer sun. If you have trees, 
you may wish to thin them even if you 
are growing primarily woodlanders. 

I n my case, i t was obvious that 
about 30 junipers were to be removed. 
A blue spruce grew in the middle of 
the area I anticipated as a future rock 
garden, so it became a Christmas tree. 
Sacrifices to snobbery and re-shaping 
the garden spaces included a spiraea, a 
Russian Olive, the Peking cotoneaster 
at the corner of the sunporch, and a 
privet. I have evil intentions towards 
the silver maple, but it provides nice 
shade for the side yard, and before I 
remove it I ' l l underplant it. 

Where should the rock garden(s) be? 
Consider your view of the rock gar

den. Wi l l you be able to view it from 
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the house or deck? How much light 
wi l l it receive? For me, there are to be 
several rock gardens, some shady, oth
ers bright and well-watered, another 
bright and dry. Actually, at least half 
of the yard is planned for rock garden. 

Does the overall grade of the yard need to 
be changed? 

Whether your site is on a hi l l or a 
flat piece of land, consider major grad
ing changes before you put the rock 
garden in place. Unlike the perennial 
border, there is much labor involved 
in the structure of a rock garden. It's 
much easier to abandon even double 
digging than it is to move those rocks, 
once in place. 

Here we are on a hi l l wi th over 15' 
of drop from the top of the lot to the 
bottom. When we moved i n , there 
were a series of terraces. I plan to have 
at least three parallel ridges from top 
to bottom. I graded the top corner 
behind the house largely by hand, 
since it is inacessible and since I want
ed quite a bit of detail. 

Make sure that the grade slopes 
away from the buildings. 

Do supporting structures need to be built 
before the rock garden goes in? 

If a rock garden is to be bordered by 
a fence or a wall, it is usually best to 
build that first. 

Where will the paths be, especially to the 
doors and to gates? 

Before you start the rock garden, try 
to figure out which paths w i l l auto
matically be taken by the dogs, the 
paperboy and the mai lman. Either 
block these paths wi th emphatic rock 
work , or cede to them and design 
around them. Also , i f you want a 
meandering feel to the garden, or want 
to create a series of garden rooms, plan 
these out before you set the first rock. 

Speaking of setting the first rock, 

this is a great moment, which should 
be celebrated wi th champagne—or at 
least a drink of cool water. The first 
rock often sets the direction and the 
tone and wi l l influence the placement 
of other rocks, whether you intend it 
to or not. Don't let yourself be rushed 
in this decision. Be sure that you like it 
before going on. I have often moved 
this rock five times before going on. 

Where will the utility area (frames, gravel, 
soil stores) be located? 

Choose now, rather than after the 
fact. You'll need access to extra materi
als throughout the life of the garden. 

What about soil? 
I still consider soil a mystery. Who 

really measures out one-third of this, 
one-third of that? I add sand, gravel, 
manure, leaf-mold, whatever I can get 
my hands on, whatever looks "right," 
until I have a loose, good-looking tex
ture. It's not scientific. 

What kind of rock will you use? 
This is always a hot topic. The clas

sic rock garden preference is for strati
fied rock. Weathered limestone is my 
very favorite. Its easy to arrange in 
credible-looking outcrops or ridges, it 
is attractive in its own right, it holds 
quite a bit of water on the surface, 
many plants like i t , etc. I saw some 
beautiful rocks of this sort last year but 
didn't have the funds to invest. Now 
that particular rock yard doesn't have 
it any more. 

Well, you should choose rock that is 
available and af fordable for you . 
Sometimes this involves making an 
arrangement with a landowner to pick 
rocks out of the fields yourself. In 
some areas of the country, like Denver, 
we have the luxury of many sand and 
materials companies that sell rock. 
After a while, it seems worth it to have 
someone else load the truck. Also, I 
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have personally broken more than one 
set of truck springs. Delivery is expen
sive, but trucks are, too. 

Most important of all is to get rock 
that pleases you personally. I have 
ended by choosing granite for at least 
one section of this garden. Choose 
rock for which you can f ind a match
ing gravel mulch. Sometimes large, 
beautiful cap rocks, formed by much 
weathering at the surface, have no 
accompanying mulch available. A l l the 
gravel that size weathered away many 
eons ago! 

Some prefer large rocks hoisted into 
place by cranes. Landscape designers 
are often inclined to recommend these, 
often suggesting that they are more in 
scale w i t h the house. I like smaller 
rocks, ones that I can move around by 
myself or w i t h one other person. 
Selling large rocks is obviously more 
profi table than selling small rocks, 
since you pay by the ton. Keep looking 
until you f ind what you want. 

Another note of caution: it is well to 
obtain about a third more rocks than 
you think you w i l l need. No matter 
how many rocks you have, you always 
want a different one for that spot you 
are working on. 

What will you plant? 
Now for the fun! Once again, your 

own personal tastes should lead you 
in your choices. The first thing to con
sider is which plants are adapted to 
your conditions. You need to know 
how much shade each area receives, 
how much water there is, what your 
soil type is. 

I n this garden I have extremely 
sandy soil, modified by considerable 
quanti t ies of leaf m o l d and cow 
manure. I have always had a base soil 
of clay loam in the past, modified with 
manure, sand, and gravel. Some plants 
simply don't care for sand, while oth
ers adore it, and I am sure I w i l l k i l l 

many plants along the way to devel
oping a list of what does well here. 

In practice, I try to have a site for 
every kind of plant. So far, I've only 
managed to provide a shady garden 
under pines. My plans include every
thing, from bog to dryland. 

In practice, once you have a wide 
range of habitats, you can buy whatev
er is attractive to you, and that w i l l no 
doubt include many, many, many 
plants. What you read about and can't 
f ind commercially available you can 
grow. What you can't grow you can 
trade for with other gardeners. There's 
nothing to be ashamed of in occasional 
begging, by the way. There are not a 
few plants after which we have lusted 
for 20 years. Many come to you even
tually, as to Penelope. Others remain 
the inspiration for continued searching 
and communication wi th fellow gar
deners, more like the Holy Grail. 

When planting, remember that the 
soil w i l l be moister at the base of a 
slope than at the top, just as a sponge 
set on end wi l l be wetter at the bottom. 
Also, the north slope has quite a bit 
colder conditions than the south side. 
I f you are not sure where to plant 
something, buy two or three and try it 
in different exposures. If you ki l l just 
one plant, you learn little; if one lives 
and two die, you have learned some
thing. 

When will construction begin? 
Why now, of course! Isn't i t sum

mer? I f it 's r a in ing , th ink of West 
Texas, be grateful, and start tomorrow! 

Gwen Kelaidis has been starting new 
gardens since 1976. She claims this is her 
magnum opus and has enough gardens 
planned to keep her busy for at least 25 
years. She gardens very near Denver, 
Colorado. 
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HUDSON GARDENS 

THE NEW ROCK GARDEN CANYON 

by Andrew Pierce 
H u d s o n Gardens in Littleton, 

Colorado, ten miles south of Denver is 
one of America's youngest public gar
dens. It celebrated its grand opening 
on June 16, 1996. Hudson Gardens 
developed on the land of King C. and 
Evelyn Leigh Hudson, the owners of a 
charming country restaurant, now 
leased as The Northwoods Inn, who 
bequeathed the land and an endow
ment to foster a love and knowledge 
of nature. The gently rolling property 
borders the South Platte River not far 
from its grand entrance onto the Great 
Plains. Already the property had fine 
groves of giant cottonwoods and 
conifers, wonderful vistas towards the 
Rocky Mountains, and the sense of 
place essential for a great public gar
den. Although far out in the country 
during much of the Hudson's life
times, the Gardens might now be said 
to sit in one of America's fastest grow
ing suburban corridors. Myriad new 
homeowners will be walking the paths 
of Hudson Gardens, notebooks in 
hand, looking for ideas and plant 
names to enhance their own home gar
dens. The garden encompasses 30 
acres and includes 16 gardens. These 
run the gamut from traditional peren

nial border and rose garden to exten
sive shrub borders and naturalistic 
gardens featuring native grasslands, 
wildflowers, and water. 

Hudson Gardens invariably in
spires comparisons with Denver 
Botanic Gardens some 10 miles to the 
north, but a visit to both institutions 
quickly dispels any concern of redun
dancy: Denver Botanic Gardens has a 
rectilinear, symmetrical structure— 
dictated by its urban setting. DBG 
comprises many introspective and 
intensively planted gardens—appro
priate to its size and setting. Hudson 
Gardens is expansively curvilinear, 
echoing the curve of the Platte, the 
rounded foothills and mountains near
by, which are visible from every van
tage point. Elliptical ponds and arch
ing fountains are focal points of 
Hudson. Although the garden features 
an extraordinary assortment and col
lection of plants, they are chosen not 
primarily for their botanical interest 
and significance, but for their proven 
performance in the Rocky Mountain 
climate: Hudson Gardens are intended 
to be a showpiece of horticultural art 
featuring the best plants and plantings 
to inspire and educate its visitors. 
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The Rock Garden Canyon 
Situated below the terrace of the 

future Horticulture and Educational 
Building, the Rock Garden is perhaps 
one of the most cri t ical and visible 
areas of the entire Gardens. Here the 
Rock Garden Canyon is being con
structed and planted. 

Over 250 tons of ruby rock, origi
nating f rom the Navajo Formation at 
the top of Table Mountain, halfway 
between Colorado Springs and Canon 
Ci ty , have been posi t ioned in to a 
canyon for the initial phase of this gar
den. Although not the same formation 
as the Maroon Bells near Aspen, the 
color and effect of the monumental 
boulders used in the Rock Canyon 
somehow recall that landmark of the 
Colorado Rockies. We are not aware of 
any major public garden featur ing 
giant rocks of this distinctive purplish 
color wi th its rich texture and lichens. 
Even without a single plant, the rock 
canyon has a w o n d e r f u l , dramatic 
structure. The rocks have been placed 
in upright positions. By using two to 
four levels of rock above and behind 
one another, many crevices and planti
ng pockets have been created. These 
have been filled wi th a mixture of rich 
scree that should provide an optimal 
habitat for a wide spectrum of alpines. 
The garden has been consciously 
designed so that almost all of the thou
sands of plants w i l l be in contact with 
stone: not only w i l l this provide an 
unparalleled display of rock garden 
art, but i t w i l l s ignif icant ly reduce 
weeding and routine maintenance. 

What immediately strikes the visi
tor, however, is how accessible the 
entire garden is to viewing: the steep 
canyon walls make it easy to get face 
to face wi th every plant, and the gar
den presents nearly a thousand linear 
feet of pathway to the strolling viewer. 
The design and placement of this gar
den have optimized the two comple

mentary and challenging facets of rock 
gardening: It is a large-scale garden 
painting that may be viewed from afar 
from many vantage points. And yet it 
at close view it contains hundreds of 
intimate vignettes, and stands up to 
detailed examinat ion al l along its 
tremendous length. 

The garden is viewed f rom three 
main pathways, f r o m the planned 
entry bridge, f rom the path f rom the 
park ing area, and f r o m across the 
main pool. A large triangle has been 
reserved for a Colorado rock garden, 
which w i l l use a few rocks positioned 
to mimic the Flatirons near Boulder 
and plantings solely of species native 
to the state. Many Colorado plants 
have been brought together in antici
pation of planting day, including a 
sample of unique dwarf conifer selec
tions made by Jerry Morr is—the 
Rocky Mountain region's most emi
nent "broomer." This section w i l l be 
unlike any rock garden in the state. 

Because of the depth and direction 
of the canyon, two distinct microcli
mates for planting have been created. 
The north- and east-facing side is cool
er and moister, and here we w i l l fea
ture various plants from the tradition
al alpine areas of the world such as the 
Alps , the Himalayas , and New 
Zealand. The southwest face is consid
erably drier and hotter, and here we 
wi l l use North American natives more 
adapted to those condit ions. On 
Saturday, June 22,1996 volunteers and 
35 members of the Rocky Mountain 
Chapter of the North American Rock 
Garden Society gathered at Hudson 
Gardens to plant nearly 10,000 alpines 
donated by chapter members, nurs
eries, and specialty growers f rom as 
far away as Pueblo and Fort Collins. 

The alpines selected to be show
cased in this garden are plants that 
thrive in our Colorado sun: plants that 
have a long blooming season and com-
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pact, attractive vegetative growth. We 
are fortunate to have a thriving nurs
ery industry at our doorstep that pro
duces a wide spectrum and variety of 
rock garden plants. This circumstance 
has permitted us the unheard-of luxu
ry of combining alpines in color com
binations—much as perennial borders 
are conceived: the Rock Canyon gar
den features a series of dist inctive 
color "w indows . " Unl ike the Rock 
A l p i n e Garden at Denver Botanic 
Gardens—which has served as a labo
ratory fo r test ing new plants and 
exper iment ing w i t h how to g row 
them—the Hudson Rock Canyon w i l l 
emphasize the art of combin ing 
alpines i n new, art ist ic ways. We 
believe this is unprecedented in the 
annals of rock garden art. 
Future development 

As if the dramatic Canyon were not 
sufficient, an adjacent large bank fac
ing south is slated to be developed as a 

traditional rock garden area with rock 
groupings, outcrops, and rocks where 
one may sit and absorb the view. A 
gravel trail w i l l meander through the 
area to al low the visi tor to see the 
plants close to hand and to allow easy 
access for staff to cultivate and tend 
the wide selection of rock plants. This 
area w i l l include perhaps 15,000 sq. ft. 

We inv i te you to v i s i t Hudson 
Gardens and the Rock Garden Canyon 
the next time you are i n the Front 
Range area. We are confident this rep
resents a w o r l d class, u t t e r ly new 
expression of the ancient art of garden
ing with plants and rocks. 

Andrew Pierce is Horticultural Director 
of Hudson Gardens. He is currently 
serving as President of the Rocky Mt. 
Chapter of NARGS, a position he also 
held in 1980—1982. 

'-W*4: 

' - r i-?:' 
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ROCK GARDEN PLANTS 
A BEGINNER'S LIST 

Database Manager, Michael Ebbs 

El very year the volunteers of Denver Botanic Gardens manage and stage a 
plant sale for the Gardens which takes place the Friday and Saturday before 
Mother's Day. This compendium represents a portion of a massive database that 
has grown up in support of the volunteers and buyers at this sale. The complete 
database—including annuals, vegetables, perennials, and even trees and 
shrubs—is published and distributed among the sale personnel, as well as 
offered at a low price to the 15,000 or more customers of this remarkable event. 

The genesis of this list came when Joan Schwarz, Chairman of the Rock 
Garden division in the early 1980s, let it be known that some sort of guide was 
needed to help beginners wi th the ever increasing offerings in her section of the 
sale. Stan Metsker, chairman of the Rocky Mountain Chapter of NARGS at the 
time, had recently acquired a personal computer (then a novelty). He established 
a network among various chapter members who also obtained computers, and 
the list was produced, published and expanded year after year. 

When noted author and plantsman Rob Proctor chaired the Denver Botanic 
Gardens' sale in 1989, he and David Macke expanded the database to cover all of 
the thousands of plants offered that year at the sale. The entire list was published 
in booklet form that year as an issue to Mountain, Plain and Garden—Denver 
Botanic Gardens' magazine. 

In the intervening years Michael Ebbs, a noted Denver gardener and volun
teer at DBG, likewise chaired the sale and took on managing the database. Each 
year the dozen or so division chairmen review their offerings to make sure the 
list accurately reflects what is to be sold. 

This list generally reflects plants that perform well in the climate of Denver 
and surrounding foothills. Because of Denver's central location and challenging 
climate, this list might prove a valuable reference for other parts of the country: 
realize that the numerical keys are not absolute and are referenced to a semi-arid 
climate of USDA zone 5a or b. What follows are only the plants designated as 12" 
and under and "appropriate to the rock garden." 
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~ !Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 

Acantholimon androsaceum (Spikethrift, Stemless) pink 5 6 4 IN 8 IN 7 7 6 R 
A dwarf acantholimon; especially choice. Forms a perfect, rounded dome of gray-green spiny foliage. Dotted in summer 
with stemless pink blossoms. Plumbaginaceae. 

Acantholimon araxanum (Spikethrift, Silver) rose 6 7 6 12 7 7 6 R 
Silver rosettes of short, stubby spine foliage. The best foliage. A year 'round show. Plumbaginaceae. 

Acantholimon armenum (Spikethrift, Armenian) pink 5 7 6 10 9 7 6 E R 
Evergreen mound. Bright pink flowers for a choice spot. Plumbaginaceae. 

Acantholimon glumaceum (Spikethrift, Common) rose-pink 6 7 6 24 7 7 7 R 
Deep-green cushions of soft needle leaves. Dense one-sided racemes of deep rose-pink flowers. Easiest of the 
Acantholimons to grow. Plumbaginaceae. 

Achillea ageratifolia (Yarrow, Greek) white 4 6 3 14 8 6 8 E R X 
Evergreen, silvery mats. Short creeper. Gray-green finely toothed leaves. White daisy-like flowers. Asteraceae. 

Achillea argentea (Yarrow, Silver) white 5 6 6 18 8 6 6 R 
Silver, finely divided foliage is mat-forming and very attractive. Flowers are white, small and produces in flat-headed 
bunches. Native to the Alps. Asteraceae. 

Achillea serbica (Yarrow, Serbian) white 5 7 6 8 8 6 7 E R 
Downy white leaves make evergreen mats. Large white daisies in late spring. Asteraceae. 

Achillea tomentosa (Yarrow, Dwarf Yell ow) yellow 6 7 3 12 8 7 7 R 
Low mats of ferny rosettes. Umbels of deep golden yellow flowers. Miniature version of Achillea filipendulina. Energetic 
and spreading. Long lasting flowers. Asteraceae. 

Achillea x kellereri (Yarrow, Strap-leaf) whit~-yellow 5 6 8 8 8 6 6 R 
Masquerades as a choice feathery fern. Finely cut, long slender foliage of silvery gray. Heads of white, yellow centered 
flowers in spring. Asteraceae. 

Acinos meridionalis (False Thyme) purple 4 5 3 6 7 7 7 R 
Purple faces over neat, gray mounds for sun. Like a giant thyme from the European Alps. Labiatae. 

Adiantum pedatum var. subpumilum (Fern, Dwarf Five Finger) 0 0 3 8 5 5 4 R W 
Tiny relative of eastern maidenhair fern. Superb for shady nooks of the rock garden. Polypodiaceae. 

Adonis amurensis (Adonis) yellow 2 4 8 7 6 5 5 R 



Large buttercup colored flowers as soon as ground thaws. Each blossom has 20-40 tepals which last for several weeks. 
Foliage that follows is lacy and fern-like. Ranunculaceae. 

Adonis vernalis (Adonis, Spring) yellow 3 4 8 10 7 6 6 R 
Even finer foliage than the last, blooming a few weeks later in spring. 

Aethionema 'Warley Rose' (Candytuft, Persian) rose/pink 5 6 4 12 8 6 6 R 
As lovely as Daphne. Covered with rich rose-pink blossoms in May and June. Brassicaceae. 

Aethionema armenum (Stonecress) pink 5 6 6 10 8 6 6 R 
Low growing; resembles candytuft. Thrives in heat and drought. Foliage is blue green. Clusters of pink blossoms. Forms 
a carpet of color over foliage. Brassicaceae. 

Aethionema grandiflorum (Candytuft, Persian) pink 5 6 8 8 8 6 6 R 
Gray shrublets and showy flowers for a long season. Brassicaceae. 

Ajuga genevensis 'Pink Beauty' (Bugleweed) pink 5 6 6 15 8 7 6 G R 
Green foliage on 4-5 inch plants. Whorls of delicate pink flowers. Foliage is slightly hairy. Labiatae. 

Ajuga pyramidalis 'Metallica Crispa' (Ajuga, Spinach) blue 4 5 4 6 6 5 6 G R 
Dark-green tufts of curious, crimped leaves. Non-running variety. Very short racemes of deep-blue flowers. Labiatae. 

Ajuga reptans (Bugleweed) lavender 5 6 4 15 5 6 5G R 
Bright Blue flower spikes. Dark green foliage adapts to any growing condition. Spreads rapidly. Labiatae. Varieties 
include 'Bronze Beauty', a bronze-colored form; 'Atropurpurea', dark purple flowers, dense carpet of reddish purple 
foliage. Foliage turns bronze in the fall; 'Burgundy Glow', lavender flowers, spreading rosettes variegated cream, green, 
pink and burgundy, lovely;'Purple Leaf' , lavender flowers, dark-leaved form, makes fine contrast for bright flowers and 
foliage; 'Silver Beauty', blue flowers, silver green and white foliage; 'Variegata', lavender fls., variegated carpet of pink 
and white. 

Alchemilla alpina (Lady's Mantle, Alpine) green 5 6 3 10 5 5 5 R B 
Pleated green leaves with silvery undersides. Part Sun. Subtle foliage accent. Greenish flowers in July are unimportant. 
Rosaceae. 

Alchemilla erythropoda 'Dwarf' (Lady's Mantle, Dwf) yellow 6 7 12 10 8 5 7 B C R W 
Dwarf version of A. mollis. Flower heads and stems turn orange/red in autumn. Rosaceae. 

Allium christophii (Giant Allium) purple 5 6 15 12 7 6 5 R D 
KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



jScientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Gigantic purple clusters dry beautifully. Very showy. From c Asia. Liliaceae. 

Allium pulchellum (Onion, Firecracker) pink 6 7 12 4 6 7 7 R 
Large clusters of purple, starry blossoms. Easy to grow. Blooms look like firecrackers in early summer. Liliaceae. 

Alyssoides graeca (Balloon Pod) yellow 4 5 12 10 8 7 7 E R 
Vivid yellow crucifers. Grows in any sunny exposure. Neat, evergreen mounds. Brassicaceae. 

Alyssoides utriculata (Bladderpod) yellow 4 5 12 12 8 7 8 E R X 
Native to the rocks and cliffs in Crete. Golden flowers like those of wallflower. Gray blue fruit. Woody perennial. 
Mounding habit. Dark green, evergreen foliage. Brassicaceae. 

Alyssum montanum (Aurinia m. Mat of Gold) yellow 4 6 3 7 8 8 7 F R 
Low mats of gray-hairy foliage, fragrant yellow flowers in dense, short clusters. Indestructible. Brassicaceae. 

Alyssum serpyllifolium (Basket of Gold) yellow 4 5 1 6 7 7 6 R 
Tiny, thyme-like, bright gray leaves. Very fine and compact. Brassicaceae. 

Alyssum tortuosum (Alyssum, Tinyleaf) yellow 5 6 5 10 7 7 6 R 
A tiny, silvery leaved alyssum. Plant in sun. Good for a choice spot in the rock garden. Brassicaceae. 

Amsonia jonesii (Bluestar) pale blue 5 6 10 8 9 5 5 N R 
Gorgeous blue flowers. Native to Western Slope of Colorado. Deciduous. Long bloom period. Tough plant. Show stop
per in Xeriscape gardens. Apocynaceae. 

Anacyclus depressus (Daisy, Mount Atlas) white 4 6 3 10 8 7 7 R X 
Loves a sunny area. Feather cartwheels end in large white daisies. Underneath is a rich reddish purple. Withstands heat 
and drought. Asteraceae. 

Androsace carnea x 'Millstream' (Rock Jasmine) pink 5 6 2 6 6 5 5 R 
A. carnea x A. pyrenaica by H. Lincoln Foster. Tiny but sturdy plant of rich green foliage. Primulaceae. 

Androsace lanuginosa (Rock Jasmine, Wooly) lavender 5 6 2 3 6 5 5 R 
A vigorous, easy plant, trailing habit. Purple flowers with yellow centers. Requires well-drained soil; do not allow to dry 
out. Native to Kashmir and Western Nepal. Primulaceae. 

Androsace primuloides (Rock Jasmine) pink 5 6 3 12 6 5 5 F G R 
Ground hugging ,loosely spreading plant. Hairy silver rosettes bear pink, yellow-eyed flowers in spring. Native to the 
Himalayas. Flowers are fragrant. Primulaceae. 

Androsace pyrenaica (Rock Jasmine, Pyrenees) white 5 6 2 3 6 5 5 R 



Choice high alpine. Forms a neat dome of densely huddled rosettes. Studded with white flowers. Primulaceae. 
Androsace villosa var. jacquemontii (Rock Jasmine) pink 5 6 2 8 6 5 5 R 

Has small gray-green rosettes covered in russet hairs. For sunny, gritty scree. Rose pink flowers. Primulaceae. 
Anemone blanda (Anemone, Wood) blue 4 5 4 7 7 7 6 R W 

Vivid daisy-like flowers over neat mounds in early spring. Ranunculaceae. 
Anemone hupehensis 'September Sprite' (Anemone, Dwf Japanese) pink 8 9 12 10 4 5 5 

R W Brilliant pink flowers in early autumn for a shady garden. 
Ranunculaceae. 

Anemone magellanica (Anemone, Patagonian) yellow 6 7 9 9 7 5 6 R 
Native to South America. Large sulphur yellow flowers on 10" stems. Prefers rich soil in sun or light shade. 
Ranunculaceae. 

Anemone multifida ((Anemone, Dwarf) red 4 5 8 6 7 6 6 N R 
Western native found in the montane and subalpine. Highly dissected leaves and dark red flowers. Rounded clumps 
with wiry stems. Ranunculaceae. 

Anemone pulsatilla (Pasqueflower) purple 3 5 8 10 6 7 7 B R 
Bell shaped flowers. Silky, globular seed heads. Fern-like leaves. Blue violet bloom color. Ranunculaceae. 'Alba' white 
flowers. 'Rubra ' Blooms of burgundy red. Silky globular seed heads. Fern-like leaves. Ranunculaceae. 

Anemone sylvestris (Anemone, Snowdrop) white 5 8 8 10 6 6 5 B F R W 
Fast, deep green mat. Long bloom period. Tolerates sun with good soil and moisture. Nodding 11/2- 3" flowers. 
Exquisite fragrance. Native of Siberia. Ranunculaceae. 

Antennaria dioica (Pussytoes) rose/white 6 7 2 6 7 8 7 BE R 
Evergreen gray-green foliage. dense carpet; stems root as they spread. Flowers are rose to white. Asteraceae. 

Antennaria dioica 'Minima Rubra', the most minute form. Round pink flowers on two inch stems. 'Nyewood Variety', 3" creeper 
forms dense mat of silvery leaves Distinctive cherry red flowers. 

Antennaria parvifolia (Pussytoes) white 5 7 3 20 7 7 7 G R X 
Fast spreading groundcover for sun or shade. Good xeric groundcover. Can survive on natural rain & snowfall once 
established. Asteraceae. 'McClintock' , miniature Pussytoes. For paths or sunny scree. Asteraceae. 

Antennaria rosea (Pussytoes, Rose) pink 5 6 3 10 8 9 7 R G 
KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Nice pink pussytoes over neat mats. A neat carpeting plant with silvery painted leaves. Rayless pink flowers. Native to 
the European Alps. Asteraceae. 

Antennaria speciosa (Pussytoes) white 4 5 3 10 7 7 8 R 
Low mat of woolly, silver-gray leaves. Short stalks with compact clusters of furry flowers. Flowers resemble the toes of a 
cat. Asteraceae. 

Anthemis biebersteiniana (Daisy, Filigree) yellow 5 8 12 12 9 6 7 B 
Abundant clear yellow flowers on 9" stems. Beautiful, finely cut, silvery foliage in low mounds. Elegant and easy. 
Asteraceae. 

Anthemis montana (Daisy, Silverleaf) white 6 7 12 15 8 7 7 R X 
Large white daisies over rich mounds of silvery foliage for sun. Asteraceae. 

Anthyllis montana (Ladyfingers, Mountain) pink 4 5 2 10 8 6 6 R 
Wooly leaved alpine vetch with showy clusters of flowers. Fabaceae. 

Anthyllis vulneraria (Ladyfingers) yellow 4 6 6 12 6 6 6 R 
Bright orange clover flowers over silvery mounds for a long season. Fabaceae. 

Aquilegia 'Biedermeier Dwarf' (Columbine, Dwf Biedermeier) mixed 4 5 10 10 6 5 5 
R Showy, large flowered, most dwarf and most colorful hybrid of the Colorado state flower. Ranging from carmine, lilac, 
blue, pink and cream. Ranunculaceae. 

Aquilegia akitensis (Columbine, Fanleaf) blue 5 6 5 6 6 5 5 R 
Part shade. Miniature Japanese columbine with huge flowers over fan-shaped leaves. Ranunculaceae. 'Ministar'; very 
dwarf. Sky blue and white spurless flowers. 

Aquilegia bertolonii (Columbine, Dwarf Alpine) blue 5 6 5 4 7 6 5 R 
Tiny European columbine with large flowers on minuscule stems. Very choice plant. Large, rich blue upturned flowers. 
Ranunculaceae. 

Aquilegia Jlabellata (Columbine, Fanleaf) blue 4 5 8 6 6 6 6 R 
Thick, glaucous leaves produce a miniature mound. Flower has a distinctive top-knot. Fan shaped leaves are grayish 
blue. Native to Japan. Ranunculaceae. 'Nana', blue/white miniature of the above. 'Pumila ',blue/white, fat, waxy, large 
flowers of pale lavender edged with white. Compact. 'Pumila Alba', very glaucous leaves and waxy flowers. 

Aquilegia hyb. 'McKana's Hybrids' (Columbine, McKana's) mixed 5 6 6 12 6 5 6 
R Multicolored blossoms are extra large. Dark green deeply lobed foliage. Bi-colored (lilac/white, red/yellow, pink 



shades). Graceful old-fashioned favorite. Ranunculaceae. 
Aquilegia saximontana (Columbine, Rky Mtn Dwarf) blue 4 7 8 6 6 5 6 B R 

Tiny, blue-and-white flowers over delicate foliage for a long season. Dwarf version of A. caerulea. Very rare in the wild, 
easy in gardens. Very choice. Ranunculaceae. 

Arabis alpina 'Compinkie' (Rock Cress, Mountain) pink 4 6 6 12 5 6 6 E G R 
Deep rose blooms. Evergreen. Ground cover or Rock Garden. Brassicaceae. 

Arabis alpina 'Snowcap' (Rock Cress, Alpine) white 4 5 6 6 6 6 6 P R 
Tufted, hairy silver gray leaves. Short, compact, white flowers. Trailing habit. Great for rockery, tub or wall. Brassicaceae. 

Arabis blepharophylla 'Spring Charm' (Rock Cress, Rose) pink 4 6 6 6 5 6 6 
R Part shade. Bright pink flowered Rock Cress from California. Plant in a protected spot. Leaves are green with rose tint 
and white border. Brassicaceae. 

Arabis caucasica (Wallcress) white 4 6 5 18 6 6 6 R G 
Vigorous mat-former tolerates broad range of soils. Easy to grow. Brassicaceae. 

Arabis caucasica 'Variegata' (Wallcress) white 4 5 8 12 6 6 6 R 
A dependable, bright spot of foliage especially in winter. Heavily felted leaves lined in gold. Brassicaceae. 

Arabis fernandi-coburgi (Wallcress) white 4 5 12 12 7 7 7 R 
Mat forming cress with bright white flowers. Brassicaceae. 

Arabis fernandi-coburgi 'Variegated' (Wallcress, Variegated) white 4 5 10 12 7 7 7 
R Rosettes of creamy-white leaves with a narrow center zone of green. Slowly forms a may of cream, green and pink. 
Foliage is attractive all year. White 3" flower. Brassicaceae. 

Arabis procurrens 'Glacier' (Rockcress, Glacier) white 4 5 10 12 7 7 7 B R 
Dense mat of rosetted-foliage and brilliant white flowers. Brassicaceae. 

Arabis x sturii(Wallcress, Greenleaf) white 4 5 6 12 7 7 7 R 
Always a neat mound of shiny, pointed leaves. Easy to grow in any well-drained soil. Flowers are large, white and abun
dant in spring. Brassicaceae. 

Arctostaphylos nevadensis (Manzanita, Mat) white 3 5 8 18 7 7 7 R G X 
One of the most adaptable and aristocratic dwarf shrubs. Sun or part shade. Red berries; ornamental bark. Slow. White to 
pink flowers. Ericaceae. 

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type I 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (Kinnikinick, Bearberry) white 3 5 4 20 8 7 7 E G N R X 

Sun or part shade. Low growing native evergreen ground cover. Pink flowers followed by small red fruits. Well-drained 
soil. Slow to start but until established. Ericaceae. 

Arenaria hookeri (Sandwort) white 5 6 4 12 8 8 7 N R X 
Sharp spiny cushions of bright green foliage. Numerous white flowers appear in late spring. Rocky Mountain high plains 
native. Drought tolerant. Full sun. Caryophyllaceae. 

Arenaria montana (Sandwort) white 5 6 5 12 7 5 5 G R 
Low growing dark green ground with clouds of glistening 1" stars over a long season in late spring. Easy. 
Caryophyllaceae. 

Arenaria obtusiloba (Sandwort) white 4 5 2 10 7 6 6 N R 
Very low growing with hard light green and white foliage. Native to the Rocky Mountains. Provide gritty soil. 
Caryophyllaceae. 

Arenaria tetraquetra (Sandwort, Spanish) white 5 7 1 7 7 6 6 R 
Magnificent dense cushion of tiny gray green leaves studded with white stars. Easy favorite for scree from the Spanish 
Sierras. Caryophyllaceae. 

Arisaema triphyllum (Jack in the Pulpit) green/purple 4 5 12 12 4 4 4 R (Ever 
popular preacher of Eastern woodlands. Araceae. 

Armeria juniperifolia (Thrift, Sea Pink) pink-purple 5 6 6 6 7 5 6 R 
Compact grassy bun. Charming lavender-pink. Plumbaginaceae. 

Armeria maritima (Sea Thrift) pink 5 7 7 12 7 6 6 R 
Long blooming mound for many soils and exposures. Easy, popular plant. Spherical heads just above the foliage. If spent 
blossoms are sheared will bloom again. Plumbaginaceae. 'Dusseldorf Pride', hot rose-red flowers on low stems for a long 
spring-summer season. 'Dwarf', tiny cushion form. Heavy bloomer. Double rose color. 'Alba', drifts of pure white. 

Artemisia caucasica (Sagebrush, Caucasian) gray 7 8 5 12 8 8 7 R 
Neat lacy mats for hot spots. Asteraceae. 

Artemisia frigida (Sage, Dwarf) gray 6 8 8 12 8 6 7 F R X 
Neat mounds of gray filigree. Fragrant foliage with woody stems. Soft and delicate texture. Asteraceae. 

Artemisia pycnophylla 'David's Choice' (Artemisia) gray 7 8 12 18 4 5 7 B R 
Fuzzy mounds of white foliage. Attractive all season. Asteraceae. 



Artemisia schmidtiana 'Green Mound' (Sage, Green Mound)green foliage 7 8 6 10 7 7 6 
B F R Same as 'Silver Mound' except with green foliage. Soft aromatic, fern-like 
foliage. 'Silver Mound' Symmetrical mounds of deeply, glistening silver, cut leaves. From Japan; for ordinary soils and 
exposures. Inconspicuous white flowers. 

Artemisia viridis (Artemisia, Green) green 5 6 2 10 8 7 8 R X 
Huddled evergreen sage from outer Mongolia. Prefers full sun. Makes a perfect bulb cover or specimen plant. Attractive 
foliage. Prefers dry soil. Asteraceae. 

Arum italicum (Arum, Italian) green/white 4 5 12 10 7 4 5 R 
Attractive arrow shaped leaves appear in fall, persist though winter, disappearing in summer. Miniature "Jack-in-the
Pulpit" flowers. Orange red berries. Araceae. 

Aruncus aethusifolius (Goat's Beard) cream/white 5 6 12 8 4 4 5 R 
Miniature ferny clumps with white feathery flowers. Blossoms look like Astilbe. Rosaceae. 

Asarum caudatum (Ginger, Western Wild) brown 6 7 5 12 3 4 4 R W 
Fast spreading, near evergreen groundcover for shade. Aristolochiaceae. 

Asarum europaeum (Ginger, European Wild) brown 6 7 4' 10 3 4 4 E R W 
Shiny, kidney-shaped, evergreen leaves make neat mats in cool shade. Thrives in good soil, will survive difficult shade 
locations. Flowers are hidden below leaves. Aristolochiaceae. 

Asperula gussonii (Woodruff, Corsican) pink 5 7 2 10 7 6 6 R 
Sun. Heat-loving cushion woodruff is a fine specimen for a choice spot. Rubiaceae. 

Asperula lilaciflora v. caespitosa (Woodruff, Lilac) pink 6 8 1 10 6 6 6 R 
Sun or part shade. Fine mat forming woodruff for a choice spot in the rock garden. Rubiaceae. 

Asperula pontica (Woodruff, Pontic) pink 5 6 1 12 7 6 6 R 
Tiny pink flowers in profusion all along the stem. Mat-forming green needle leaves. Rubiaceae. 

Asplenium scolopendrium 'Marginatum' (Fern, Hart's Tongue) N/ A 0 0 10 10 5 5 5 
R W At home in wall garden or woodland garden. Prefers rich soil mixed half 
and half with sharp gravel. Polypodiaceae. 

Asplenium trichomanes (Spleenwort, Maidenhair) N/ A 0 0 6 4 5 5 5 R W 
Evergreen Rock Fern of worldwide distribution in the North hemisphere. Prefers limestone. Polypodiaceae. 

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Aster alpinus (Aster, Alpine) lilac 6 7 6 15 7 5 6 C R 

Very compact. Mound growth habit. Great cut flower. Asteraceae. 'Goliath' Very compact lilac blue with gold centers. 
Dark grayish green leaves. Great cut flower. 

Aster dumosus 'Niobe' (Daisy, Dwarf Michaelmas) white 8 9 6 12 8 7 7 R 
A formal mound of white that blooms in late summer. Asteraceae. 

Aster himalaicus (Aster, Himalayan) lavender 5 6 5 5 7 6 6 R 
Large flowered spring aster for ordinary soils and sites. Sun or part shade. Asteraceae. 

Aster novi-belgii 'Alert' (Aster, Dwarf) pink 8 9 12 12 8 6 6 R 
Screaming magenta stars over precise mats in high autumn. Compact bushy habit. Glossy foliage. Creeping roots. 
Flowers in dense clusters. Asteraceae. 'Prof Kippenberg' Spectacular cushions for fall bloom. Easy to grow. Splendid for 
cutting. Globe shaped plant topped with masses of 1/2" blooms. 'Snow Flurry', white mounds for fall color. Blooms so 
heavily the foliage literally disappears for several weeks. Cloud of small white flowers. 

Aster venustus (Aster, Silverleaf) pink 6 8 · 7 4 8 7 7 R 
Pink daisies for the sunny garden. Asteraceae. 

Astilbe chinensis var. pumila (Astilbe, Dwarf) raspberry 7 9 10 10 5 5 5 P R W X 
Excellent ground cover tolerant of dry soils. Shade lover. Spreads gently from stolons in cool shade. Neat dwarf. Stiff 
erect flower spikes. Saxifragaceae. 

Astilbe simplicifolia 'Sprite' (Astilbe, Simpleleaved) pink 7 9 12 12 5 4 4 R 
Dense clumping miniature. Perennial Plant Association selection. Saxifragaceae. 

Astragalus kentrophyta (Milkvetch, Spinymat) pink 5 6 1 10 7 6 7 R X 
Spiny cushions and tiny purple flowers for dry land gardens. Fabaceae. 

Astragalus spatulatus (Milkvetch, Spoonleaved) pink 5 6 2 6 8 7 7 R X 
Showy low growing grayish green, awl shaped foliage cushion for hot spot. Dislikes competition. Drought tolerant; 
needs good drainage. Fabaceae. 

Aubrieta deltoidea (Rock Cress) purple 4 5 3 12 6 6 6 G R 
For rich, well-drained crevices in sun or shade. Show, trailing, drooping, spreading plants. Trim back severely after flow
ering for second bloom. Brassicaceae. 

Aurinia saxatilis (Basket of Gold) yellow 4 5 12 12 8 6 7 B R X 
Draping, sprawling habit. Good for rock gardens, hanging baskets, etc. Likes poor or sandy soil but will adapt; takes heat 



but water in extreme drought. Brassicaceae. 'Cornpactum', more compact version of previous. 'Sunny Border Apricot', 
softer colored version. 

Belamcanda flava 'Hello Yellow' (Leopard Flower) yellow 6 7 12 10 8 6 6 R 
Miniature, yellow flowered version of blackberry lily. Midsummer color. Iridaceae. 

Bellis perennis (Daisy, English) pink 5 7 5 8 6 6 5 R 
Turf-forming daisy from Europe. Hardy, everblooming plants. 11/2" flowers in red, rose or white. Asteraceae. 

Bergenia cordifolia (Leatherleaf) pink to white 4 5 12 14 5 5 6 BERWX 
Pink clusters over leathery, evergreen leaves. Thrives in partial shade. Great groundcover along pathways or under trees. 
Spreads slowly, not invasive. Saxifragaceae. 'Red Start', deeper colored version of old favorite. 

Bolax glebaria (Azorella) yellow 6 7 2 20 7 4 6 R 
Waxy-almost plastic-very hard cushions. Sun or part shade. Small flowers. Ideal for troughs. Native to the Falkland 
Islands. Vegetable equivalent of Astroturf. Umbelliferae. Forma minor, smaller version. Good for a choice spot in the gar
den. 

Brunnera macrophylla (Elephant Ear Forget-Me-Not) blue 4 6 10 20 4 6 6 B G R 
Huge, fuzzy heart-shaped leaves. Leaves follow masses of forget-me-not flowers in spring. Can be invasive. 
Boraginaceae. 

Calandrinia umbellata (Calandrinia, Purple) red 6 8 6 8 9 7 7 R 
Long-blooming, heat and sun-loving succulent. Clusters of glowing, reddish-violet flowers. Flowers set off by tufted 
gray-green foliage. Portulacaceae. 

Calceolaria lanceolata (Calceolaria, Mat) yellow 4 5 6 6 6 6 6 R 
Dainty yellow blossoms splashed with maroon. Wiry stems on flowers . Gray-green foliage. Scrophulariaceae. 

Callirhoe involucrata (Wine Cups, Poppy Mallow) purple 6 10 5 20 8 7 8 G N R X 
Fast-spreading with constant succession of bloom. Native to Great Plains. Named for a Greek river goddess. Taprooted; 
grows in dry to moderately moist soil. Malvaceae. 

Callirhoe triangulata (Poppy Mallow) magenta 7 9 4 20 8 7 8 B R X 
Deep magenta, hollyhock-like flower clusters. Fuzzy, triangular, crenulate leaves on compact trailing stems. Native of 
Wisconsin and Illinois. Malvaceae. 

Calluna vulgaris (Heather) pink 7 9 7 10 7 4 4 R 
KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 
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/Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Scottish heather, for cool, peaty soils in part sun. Blooms in late summer. Hearty heath. Both summer flowers and bril
liant winter foliage color. Ericaceae. Many selections. 'County Wicklow', true Scottish heather blooming in late summer. 
'Foxii Nana', tiniest heather resembles a mound of bright green moss. Foliage turns vivid wine-red in winter.'Torn 
Thumb', pink flowers, probably the most minute foliage. Grows into a tiny, olive-green tree. 

Campanula alpina (Bellflower, Alpine) blue 5 6 10 5 7 7 6 R 
Stocky, nodding blue trumpets in early summer. Choice high alpine. Carnpanulaceae. 

Campanula carpatica 'Blue Clips' (Harebell, Carpathian) blue 6 9 8 10 8 6 6 
R Giant blue cups all summer long. From eastern Europe. Grows in compact tufts. Light green leaves with large 
violet/blue flowers. Blossoms bury plant in color. 'White Clips', twinkling white version. 

Campanula cochlearifolia (Fairybells) blue 6 8 3 15 7 6 6 R 
Mats of round, bright green leaves. Tiny blue bells. Give a well-drained soil. Stays very compact;. Carnpanulaceae. 
'Alba', with dainty, nodding pure white bells. 'Miranda', pale, giant flowered form found first by Reginald Farrer. 
Strongest growing variety. Chubby bells of pale icy blue sit atop a tuft of dense foliage. 

Campanula dasyantha (Bluebell, Japanese) lavender 5 6 4 12 7 6 6 R 
Flowers are erect, white-centered, lavender-blue flowers. Carnpanulaceae. 

Campanula formanekiana (Bellflower, Cup) white 5 6 10 10 8 7 7 R X 
Furry rosettes of silver leaves are decorative in their own right. Showy cups the second year. Carnpanulaceae. 

Campanula garganica (Bellflower, Adriatic) blue 5 6 6 10 7 6 6 E R 
Blue stars over evergreen mounds of holly-shaped leaves. Thrives in sun or shade. Long cultivated, easily grown Foliage 
is basal and thick Native to Europe. Carnpanulaceae. 

Campanula portenschlagiana (Carnpanula, Adriatic) blue 6 7 3 10 7 6 7 R W X 
Lush evergreen mounds covered with violet bells in late spring. Part shade. Carnpanulaceae. 

Campanula poscharskyana (Bellflower, Siberian) blue 6 8 5 18 7 7 6 G R 
Pale blue star-like flowers. Vigorous creeper. Very compact. Superb grown among rocks or tumbling over a wall. 
Scalloped heart-shaped leaves. Carnpanulaceae. 

Campanula rotundifolia (Bluebells of Scotland) blue 6 9 9 6 7 5 5 B N R 
Native bluebell with slender, hair-like sterns. Large 1" blue flowers. Very cold hardy. Plants form three inch high 
clumps. Carnpanulaceae. 

Campanula tridentata (Caucasian Bluebell) blue 5 6 5 4 7 7 6 R 



Violet flowered cushion campanula for gritty soils. Campanulaceae. 
Campanula x 'Birch Hybrid' (Bluebell) purple 6 7 6 18 7 6 7 R 

A robust growing, free-flowering hybrid. Very effective wall and crevice plant. Campanulaceae. 
Castilleja integra (Paintbrush, Southwestern) orange-red 6 8 6 4 8 7 8 N R X 

Southwestern native. Hemiparasite; grow with Artemisia or native grasses. A challenge to establish, then easy. Orange
red bracts; inconspicuous flowers. Scrophulariaceae. 

Ceanothus pumilus (Dwarf Ceanothus) purple 5 6 2 24 7 7 7 R 
Tiny-leafed creeper with fluffy pale purple flower heads. Rhamnaceae. 

Cerastium alpinum 'var. lanatum (Chickweed, Woolly) white 5 6 8 14 7 7 6 E R 
Very compact Cerastium with silvery, woolly leaves. Short-stemmed white blooms. Best planted on north or east slope. 
Evergreen. Caryophyllaceae. 

Cerastium candidissimum (Chickweed, Mouse-ear) white 6 6 10 16 8 7 6 R 
Silvery mounds of narrow leaves with bright white flowers in early summer. From Greece. Caryophyllaceae. 

Cerastium tomentosum (Snow-in-Summer) white 6 7 6 20 8 7 6 B G R 
Fast-spreading, subtle silvery gray mat. Shear after flowering. Nice in winter. Masses of 3/4" flowers. Can become inva
sive, responds well to discipline. Caryophyllaceae. 

Ceratostigma plumbaginoides (Leadwort) blue 8 10 9 12 6 5 5 B R W 
Cobalt blue flowers. Foliage turns deep mahogany in autumn. Peacock blue flowers. Prefers high level of organic matter. 
Mulch in winter. Plumbaginaceae. 

Cheilanthes gracillima (Lacefern) N I A 0 0 6 6 7 5 5 R 
Plants native to dry, rocky situations. Suited to the sunny rock garden. Polypodiaceae. 

Chrysanthemum m. 'Little Miss Muffet' (Daisy, Shasta) white 6 8 12 15 8 6 6 B C R 
Giant white daisies all summer. Excellent for cutting. Asteraceae. 

Chrysanthemum maximum 'Snow Lady' (Daisy, Shasta) white 7 10 10 12 7 7 7 C R 
Cultivar of Shasta daisy. Asteraceae. 

Chrysanthemum weyrichii (Mum, Ground Cover) white 8 10 9 12 7 6 6 G R Trim 
white or pink daisies over deep green mats in spring and fall. Fast spreading. Asteraceae. 'Pink Bomb', soft pink version 
of 'White Bomb' with fewer but larger flowers. Very resistant to frost. Increasing pink blush as they age. Ideal for run-

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
ning through crevasses of sunny wall. Asteraceae. 

Chrysogonum virginianum (Green and Gold) yellow 6 8 4 12 4 4 4 R 
Spreading. Long season of brassy, five-petalled daisies. Benefits from afternoon shade. Asteraceae. 

Claytonia megarhiza (Spring Beauty) pinkish white 5 6 2 16 7 6 6 N R 
Fleshy shiny leaves form rosettes. Bears pinkish white flowers in early summer. A Colorado alpine native. Extremely 
challenging to grow. Portulacaceae. 

Convallaria majalis (Lily-of-the-valley) white 5 6 8 6 4 5 4 B F G R W 
Deliciously fragrant, excellent ground cover; prolific. Divide when overcrowded. Many bell-like flowers on strong stems. 
Top dress with manure spring or fall. Liliaceae. 

Coreopsis auriculata 'Nana' (Tickseed) orange 6 8 12 12 8 5 8 C R 
Bright orange-yellow flowers. Spreads by stolons to form mat. Long blooming season if faded flowers are removed. Not 
fussy about soil. Asteraceae. 

Coreopsis grandiflora 'Baby Sun' (Coreopsis, Dble Dwf) yellow 6 8 10 12 8 5 7 B C R X 
Long season of summer color. Easy in most soils. Asteraceae. 'Early Sunrise', first to win gold medals in both AAS and 
Fleuroselect trials. Bears golden, semi-double blooms. No insects or disease. Tolerant. 'Gold Fink', first really dwarf core
opsis. Strong stems, bright yellow blooms. 

Coreopsis verticillata 'Moonbeam' (Coreopsis) yellow 5 10 10 15 7 5 5 B C R 
Carefree variety. Fine fern-like foliage. Pale yellow flowers in great abundance. Drought and mildew resistant. Plant of 
the Year in 1992. Nice in container. Asteraceae. 

Corydalis salida 'George Baker' (Crimson Fumewort) red 3 4 7 5 6 6 6 R < 

Crimson spikes of two lipped fls from a tuber. Very easy to grow in part shade, cool scree or woodland. Fumariaceae 
Cotula minor (Cotula, Tinyleaf) yellow 5 6 1 10 5 5 4 R 

Fast spreading carpeter from New Zealand. Superb filler for flagstone paths. Asteraceae. 
Cotula squalida 'Minor' (Cotula) yellow 5 6 1 10 7 6 5 R 

Very tiny ground cover in deep green for moister sites: Asteraceae. 
Crepis lanata (Silver Hawkweed) yellow 5 9 6 10 8 7 7 R 

Yellow dandelion flowers over superb, white, felty leaves. For hot spots. Asteraceae. 
Cryptogramma crispa (Fern, Parsley) N I A 0 0 5 5 5 5 5 R 

From acid cliffs of the West. Rock Fern with spiky fertile leaves and ruffled green foliage. Polypodiaceae. 



Cyclamen hederifolium (Cyclamen, Hardy) pink 8 9 3 8 5 4 5 G R W 
Showy, variegated leaves appear in fall. Best in shade of deciduous trees. Primulaceae. 

Cypripedium acaule (Ladies Slipper, Red) rose-pink 4 5 12 8 3 3 3 R W 
Native American orchid of moist woodlands and bogs. Likes shade and acidic soils. Likes deep leaf mold. Can be frus
trating due to unique requirements. Orchidaceae. 

Delosperma cooperi (Iceplant, Purple Hardy) purple 5 10 4 12 9 8 7 B R X 
Showy purple flowers for much of summer season. Very hardy in sunny, hot spots. Aizoaceae. 

Delosperma nubigenum (Iceplant, Hardy) yellow 4 6 2 15 8 7 6 B G R X 
Emerald mats turn ruby red in winter. Superlative ground cover for sunny problem spots. Aizoaceae. 

Delosperma sutherlandii (Iceplant, Sutherland) purple 5 6 3 6 8 6 7 R 
Low perennial with hairy leaves. Single daisy-like flowers are 2 1/2" in diameter. Shaggy flowers are held 2-4" above 
leaves. Aizoaceae. 

Delphinium grandiflorum 'Blue Butterfly' (Larkspur) blue 6 8 12 8 7 7 6 R 
Select form of type. Superlative midsummer color. Ranunculaceae. 

Dianthus 'Dottie 608' (Pink, Dottie 608) white 5 6 10 10 8 7 6 B F R 
White blooms with pink dots on petals. Tiny gray grass-like leaves. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus 'Frost Fire' (Pink, Frost Fire) pink 5 6 4 15 8 7 6 R 
Fragrant. Flowers are double red. Blue gray foliage. Long blooming period. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus 'Pikes Pink' (Dianthus, Pikes Pink) pink 5 6 10 10 8 7 6 R 
Dense silver mats with showy pink blooms over long season. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus alpinus (Pink, Alpine) pink 5 6 . 2 8 7 6 6 B F R 
Low clumps of mid-green leaves. Profuse, fragrant, single flowers. Native to the Alps. A real gem of the genus. 
Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus amurensis 'Siberian Blues' (Pink, Amur River) mauve 5 6 10 12 7 6 6 R 
Purple-blue selection of long blooming summer Pink. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus barbatus 'Pixie' (Pink, Pixie) pink 5 6 6 10 7 6 6 R 
Old-fashioned border flower that never loses its appeal or fragrance. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus caryophyllus (Carnation, Clovelike) mixed 5 7 12 15 8 7 6 B CPR 
KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Mats of narrow, pointed, decorative leaves. Fragrant flowers borne in profusion. Best if grown in full sun, will tolerate 
some shade. Makes a good cut flower. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus deltoides (Pink, Maiden) pink 5 6 8 8 7 6 6 R 
Low mats of green foliage covered with bicolored flowers. Spreads from seed. Blooms all summer. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus deltoides 'Zing Rose' (Pink, Zing Rose) pink 5 6 8 8 7 6 6 B F R 
Evergreen mats covered by bright rose-red flowers with soft, spicy fragrance. Best in full sun, tolerates some shade. Plant 
in masses with taller, spiked plants. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus erinaceus (Pink, Hedgehog) pink 6 7 2 8 7 7 7 R 
Very spiny cushion plant for well drained scree conditions. Excellent for the Alpine garden. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus freynii (Pink, Cushion) pink 4 6 3 8 8 7 7 R 
Tiny gray cushions studded with large pink stars. A classic for crevices or troughs. Easy to grow. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus gratianopolitanus (Pink, Cheddar) pink 5 6 6 8 8 7 7 R 
The familiar cheddar pink is a fine cushion for rock gardens. Great for the front of the border. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus monspessulanus (Pink, Montpelier) white/pink 5 6 10 15 7 6 6 R 
Grows in tufts. Produces deeply fringed rose red flowers. Flowers are fragrant. Native to stony alpine meadows from 
Portugal to Yugoslavia. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus nitidus (Pink, Balkan) pink 5 6 6 4 8 7 6 R 
Tight tufts of emerald foliage. Easy to grow. Glorious pink stars with dark purple calyx in mid-spring. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus simulans (Pink, Small Balkan) pink 5 6 2 6 7 6 6 R 
Miniature cushions with tiny pink flowers. Prefers sunny area. Superb for troughs or small gardens. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus superbus (Pink, Lace) pale pink 5 6 10 15 7 6 6 R 
Tall, intensely fragrant Lace Pink. Caryophyllaceae. 

Dianthus x allwoodii (Pinks, Allwood) pink 5 6 6 8 7 7 6 F R 
Pink blooms most of summer in a sunny spot. Sweet scented, even in winter. Attractive with silvery cushions of foliage. 
Often proves Perennial in our climate. Caryophyllaceae. 

Diascia 'Ruby Fields' (Twinspur, Ruby Field) rosy-pink 5 8 12 12 6 5 5 R 
Hybrid of D. barbarae and D. cordata. Brick rose flowers all summer in loamy soil. Scrophulariaceae. 

Dicentra canadensis (Squirrel Corn) white 5 5 6 6 5 5 8 R 
Especially lacy foliage and white, pink-tinged flowers. Fumariaceae. 
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Dicentra eximia (Bleeding Heart, Fringed) pink 5 10 9 12 4 5 5 R W 
Rare eastern wild flower. Produces sprays of bloom most of the summer in shady spots. Fumariaceae. 

Dicentra eximia 'Luxuriant' (Bleeding Heart, Fringed) pink 5 10 12 12 4 4 4 B R 
Carmine flowers are free blooming. Easy to grow in well-drained humusy soils. Prefers some shade, but tolerant of full 
sun. Fumariaceae. 

Dicentra eximia 'Snowdrifts' (Bleeding Heart, Wild) white 5 7 10 15 4 5 5 R 
White form of fringed bleeding heart. Foliage grayish green and finely divided. Neat clump, will self-sow. Fumariaceae. 

Dicentra eximia 'Zestful' (Bleeding Heart, Fringed) red 5 8 10 20 4 5 5 B R W 
Dark flowered, possibly hybrid. Vigorous mounding plant blooms for a long season. Fumariaceae. 

Dicentra formosa (Bleeding Heart, Wild) pink 4 8 10 15 4 4 4 R 
Likes a forest setting. Will form large colonies of ferny leaves and light lilac hearts. Fumariaceae. 

Dicentra oregana (Oregon Dicentra) white 5 5 6 6 5 5 8 R 
A true rock plant. Not difficult given perfect drainage. Fumariaceae. 

Digitalis thapsi (Foxglove, Dwarf Pink) pink 5 6 '12 8 6 6 6 R 
Dense mounds of hairy leaves and heavenly pink trumpets in midsummer. Scrophulariaceae. 

Dodecatheon alpinum (Shooting Star, Alpine) purple 5 6 1 4 6 6 8 R 
Extremely dwarf, western high alpine native. Primulaceae. 

Dodecatheon hendersonii (Shooting Star, Henderson's) purple 5 6 8 10 7 5 5 R 
Vivid red-purple flowers. Decorative foliage base of round, fleshy leaves. Primulaceae. 

Dodecatheon poeticum (Shooting Star, Poet's) red 5 6 6 3 6 7 5 R 
Popular and easy. Dark, nearly red flowers. Primulaceae. 

Dodecatheon pulchellum (Shooting Star, Western) pink 5 6 12 5 7 5 3 R W 
Famous shooting star of western mountains. Thrives in moist soils. Good in sun or shade. Primulaceae. 

Douglasia laevigata (Douglasia) pink 5 6 2 8 7 6 5 R 
Cushion forming plants for sunny scree or alpine house. Primulaceae. 

Draba aizoides (Draba, Common) yellow 3 5 2 4 8 7 7 R 
Tiny draba with hairy margined leaves. Long bloom season. Makes neat mounds in rock gardens or troughs. 
Brassicaceae. 

KEY Sun (1=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



JScientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Draba bruniifolia (Draba, Cushion) yellow 3 4 3 12 8 7 6 R 

Fast spreading mats of green and yellow flowers. Brassicaceae. 
Draba cappadocica (Draba, Cappadocian) yellow 5 6 3 5 7 7 6 R 

Tight gray-green velvety buns. Golden yellow flowers cover plant. Brassicaceae. 
Draba hispanica (Draba, Spanish) yellow 3 4 3 10 8 7 7 R 

Spiny cushions produce symmetrical mounds of bloom. Hairy leaves create intricate patterns. Thrives in sunny rock gar
den. Brassicaceae. 

Draba oligosperma (Draba, Mat) yellow 3 4 2 7 8 7 7 R 
Miniature draba from the Rockies. Loves a sunny crevice. Tiny mats of saxifrage-like foliage. Brassicaceae. 

Draba olympica (Draba, Olympic) yellow 3 4 3 12 8 7 6 R 
Spreading mossy-green cushion with compact clusters of yellow flowers. Easiest of all. Brassicaceae. 

Draba paysonii (Draba, Payson's) yellow 3 4 3 6 8 7 6 R 
Ranks as one of the finest American, gray-leaved species. Compact yellow flower clusters. Brassicaceae. 

Draba repens (Draba, Cushion) yellow 3 5 4 10 7 7 6 R 
Minute bright green mounds of tiny leaves. Part shade. Vivid yellow spring flowers. Brassicaceae. 

Draba rigida (Bun Draba) yellow 3 4 3 6 8 7 6 R 
Fabulous cushion for rock garden treatment. small flowers on dark, wiry sterns. Many selections available. 

Draba streptocarpa (Draba, Twisted-pod) yellow 4 5 4 3 7 7 6 R 
Low mounds of bristly rosettes and screaming yellow flowers. Choice Rocky Mountain native. Brassicaceae. 

Dracocephalum botryoides (Dragonhead, Cutleaf) purple 5 7 3 9 7 6 6 R X 
Gray, lobed leaves are obscured with pink dragonheads. Labiatae. 

Dracocephalum renati (Dragonhead, Fragrant) white 5 8 8 8 7 6 6 R 
Aromatic gray leaves form symmetrical mound. Produces white blooms all summer. Labiatae. 

Dracocephalum speciosum (Dragonhead) blue 5 8 10 8 7 6 6 R 
Especially large flowers in cobalt blue. Vigorous. Labiatae. 

Echinocereus fendleri (Cactus, Hedgehog) purple 5 6 10 6 8 8 8 R X 
Stout columns with dramatic spines. Cactaceae. 

Echioides longiflorum (Prophet Flower) yellow 5 7 10 12 6 4 5 R 
Exotic shade-lover. Large yellow flowers that open with bright brown spots that fade. Boraginaceae. 



Edraianthus pumilio (Edraianthus, Cushion) purple 5 6 2 6 7 6 6 R 
Tight cushions of tiny, grass-like leaves. Foliage covered with purple flowers in mid spring. Campanulaceae. 

Epimedium alpinum (Barrenwort) red 4 5 10 12 4 4 5 R W 
Deep red and white four-petalled flowers. Wonderful russet tinged airy foliage. Berberidaceae. 

Epimedium grandiflorum (Barrenwort) purple 4 5 10 10 4 4 5 R W 
Giant white or purple spidery flowers on slow spreading clumps. Berberidaceae. 

Epimedium x rubrum (Barrenwort) red-white 4 5 6 6 4 4 5 R W 
Red-tinged foliage. A rapid deciduous spreader. Bicolored flowers of crimson and white. Aristocrat of ground covers. 
Berberidaceae. 

Epimedium x versicolor 'Sulphureum' (Barrenwort) yellow 5 6 12 12 4 4 5 BE G R W 
Soft yellow flowers on vigorous, spreading clumps. Berberidaceae. 

Epimedium x youngianum 'Niveum' (Barrenwort) white 4 5 6 6 4 4 5 R W 
One of the lowest growing Epimediums. Sprays of graceful snow-white pendulous flowers. Berberidaceae. 

Erica tetralix 'Pink Star' (Heath) pink 8 10 6 12 7 4 5 R 
Waxy, soft-pink bells. Beautiful silver-gray foliage. Ericaceae. 

Erica vagans 'Nana' (Heath, Cornish) white 8 10 6 12 7 4 5 R 
Spikes of creamy white flowers. Attractive light green foliage with gold tips. Ericaceae. 

Erigeron caespitosus (Daisy, Cushion) white 5 6 4 6 9 8 7 R 
Mounded native cushion producing many white daisies. Asteraceae. 

Erigeron compositus (Fleabane, Cutleaf) white 4 9 4 6 8 7 8 B R 
Easily grown cushion. Very neat and attractive gray leaves. White daisy flowers. Long bloom. Native to North America. 
Sometimes spreads from seed. Asteraceae. 

Erigeron pinnatisectus (Daisy, Pinnate) purple 5 6 3 4 8 7 6 R 
Tight mounds of ferny, green leaves. Glorious violet daisies on low stems for much of spring. Asteraceae. 

Erigeron scopulinus (Daisy, New Mexican) white 5 1 7 R 
Sun. Tiny native cushion producing many white daisies. Easy to grow. Asteraceae. 

Erinus alpinus (Erinus) purple 3 4 3 3 8 7 7 R 
Tiny tufts of small spatulate leaves spread by seed and persist. Likes crevices between shady rocks in garden of minia-

KEY Sun (1=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 
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/Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
tures. Each plant lasts only a few years. Scrophulariaceae. 

Eriogonum effusum (Buckwheat, Baby's Breath) white 8 9 12 15 9 9 8 R 
Symmetrical mound with white flowers. Prefers full sun. Red winter color. Polygonaceae. 

Eriogonum flavum (Buckwheat, Yellow) yellow 5 6 6 8 8 8 7 EN R X 
Low cushion, almost ever-gray mat of foliage. Very easy to grow once established. Does well in dry, ordinary soil. 
Excellent for sunny rock garden. Polygonaceae. 

Eriogonum jamesii (Buckwheat, James') white 5 7 12 12 9 8 8 E R X 
Creamy umbels of everlasting flowers turn rusty by summer's end. Dusty ever-gray rosettes. Polygonaceae. 

Eriogonum subalpinum (Sulfur Flower, Subalpine) yellow 5 7 8 10 8 8 8 R X 
Beautiful red foliage in winter. Polygonaceae. 

Eriogonum umbellatum (Sulfur Flower) yellow 5 7 10 10 8 8 8 C EN R X 
Evergreen mounds with papery yellow flowers for much of summer. Very easy once established. Does well in dry, ordi
nary soil. Beautiful dark red winter foliage. Polygonaceae. 

Erodium chrysanthum (Cranesbill, Yellow) yellow 5 9 5 15 8 7 7 R 
Silvery cushions sport straw-yellow flowers for much of the year. Geraniaceae. 

Erodium macradenum 'Roseum' (Cranesbill) pink 5 8 8 10 8 7 7 R 
Quite hardy in rocky soil. Lacy fresh green foliage. Geraniaceae. 

Eryngium alpinum (Sea Holly, Alpine) silver 6 7 12 8 7 7 5 DR 
Unusual pineapple shaped blue flowers on 2 1/2' plants. Excellent for drying. Umbelliferae. 

Erysimum helveticum (Wallflower, Swiss) yellow 3 6 10 7 7 6 5 R 
Compact mats of bright green. Vibrant yellow through the spring. Brassicaceae. 

Erysimum x allionii 'Golden Bedder', Wallflower,) yellow 5 5 10 8 6 7 6 B R 
Long season of shocking orange Wallflowers. Brassicaceae. 

Euphorbia amygdaloides rubra (Spurge, Wood) yellow /green 5 5 12 10 8 6 7 BE R 
Dark red-stained leaves and contrasting chartreuse blooms in early summer. Euphorbiaceae. 

Euphorbia myrsinites (Spurge, Succulent) yellow 3 5 3 15 8 8 8 R X 
Sedum-like mounds of gray foliage. Flowers for a long season. Can be very invasive. Good for dry, sunny sites. 
Euphorbiaceae. 

Euphorbia epithymoides (polychroma; Spurge, Cushion) yellow 5 6 8 15 6 6 7 BRX 



Unusual accent plant, foliage turns red in the fall. Free of diseases and pests. Chartreuse flowers. Self sows; aggressive in 
rich, moist soil. Euphorbiaceae. 

Festuca cineria (Fescue, April Green) steel blue fol. 0 0 8 6 9 7 8 ABEPRX 
Evergreen rounded clump grass with steel blue foliage. "Rainbow effect" in early spring Tolerates most soils. Cool hardy 
to 9,000' Gramineae. 

Festuca glacialis (Grass, Fescue) N I A 0 0 2 10 8 7 7 R 
Easy but slow growing tiny tuffs of blue-gray foliage. Gramineae. 

Festuca ovina var. glauca (Grass, Blue Fescue) blue 6 7 12 10 8 7 6 B R X 
Blue-green foliage is attractive all summer. Good xeriscape plant. Grows in 4-10" rounded tufts. Dry soil with good 
drainage. Gramineae. 'Elijah Blue' particularly bright silver blue, uniform clone. 

Fragaria americana (Strawberry, Wild) white 5 7 6 8 7 7 7 R Y 
An attractive ground-cover or edging plant. Edible fruit. Rosaceae. 

Fragaria 'Pink Panda' (Strawberry, Pink Panda) pink 5 6 8 18 5 5 7 G R Y 
Nice ground cover. Edible fruits. Rosaceae. 

Fragaria vesca (Strawberry, Runnerless) white 5 7 8 8 7 7 7 G R X Y 
Fast-growing groundcover or edger with edible red fruit. Produces delicious tangy fruit. Plants stay neat. Produces no 
runners. Rosaceae. 

Fritillaria pallidiflora (Yellow woodland fritillary) yellow 4 5 12 7 5 4 5 R 
Large, soft yellow flowers for a long season. Very easy and permanent in cool scree or woods. Liliaceae. 

Galium odoratum (Woodruff, Sweet) white 5 6 8 12 3 5 7 F G R X 
Fast spreading ground cover for shady moist areas. Do not place near choice, tiny plants. Leaves are small and smell like 
new mown hay. Used to flavor May wine. Rubiaceae. 

Genista tinctoria var. humifusa (Broom) yellow 5 6 2 12 8 7 7 R 
Prostrate branchlets are densely clothed. Has neat, little shiny leaves. One of the best dwarfs. Fabaceae. 

Gentiana acaulis (Gentian, Trumpet) blue 4 6 3 8 7 5 5 R 
Giant flowered spring gentian of the Alps. Gentianaceae. 

Gentiana affinis (Gentian, Narrow leaf) Blue 6 8 10 8 7 6 6 R 
Gray leaved. Deep blue, narrow blooms in midsummer. Native to mountain parkland. Gentianaceae. 

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Gentiana angustifolia (Gentian) blue 4 4 3 12 7 5 5 R 

A distinct "acaulis type" with decidedly narrow, dull green leaves. Gentianaceae. 
Gentiana cachmerica (Gentian, Kashmir) blue 8 9 4 12 8 6 6 R 

A prostrate species with rosette foliage. Tubular bright blue flowers in late summer and autumn. Gentianaceae. 
Gentiana decumbens (Gentian, Sprawling) blue 5 6 10 10 8 7 7 R 

Deep green rosettes and vibrant sprays of true blue much of the summer. Course but useful in the wild garden or border. 
Gentianaceae. 

Gentiana gracilipes (Gentian) purple-blue 7 8 12 10 8 7 7 B R 
A slightly more retired meadow Gentian of the decumbens group. Indestructible. Gentianaceae. 

Gentiana loderi (Gentian, Loder's) blue 6 7 5 8 7 6 6 R 
Cool blue cups at the height of summer. Very easy Gentian for anyone to grow. Gentianaceae. 

Gentiana paradoxa (Gentian, Threadleaf) blue 8 10 12 8 7 6 5 R 
Grassy, whorled leaflets make an airy clump. Stunning deep blue cups in late summer. Superb. Gentianaceae. 

Gentiana scabra (Gentian, Autumn Japanese) blue 9 10 10 10 8 7 6 G R 
Deep blue fls in autumn over purple tinted foliage: superb. Gentianaceae. 

Gentiana septemfida (Gentian, Summer) blue 7 9 10 10 8 7 6 G R 
Most easily grown summer gentian. Clusters are long lasting. Deep blue, white throats. Grows well in ordinary soil. 
Gentianaceae. 

Geranium cinereum 'Splendens' (Geranium, Pink) pink 5 6 8 10 7 6 6 R 
Giant pink fls over neat tufts of foliage. Geraniaceae. 

Geranium x 'Ballerina' (Geranium, Alpine) lavender 6 7 7 10 7 6 6 R 
Tiny, green cutleaf geranium. Pink flowers with darker veining and purplish centers. Looks delicate but very hardy and 
long lived. English import. Geraniaceae. 

Geranium dalmaticum (Geranium, Dalmatian) pink 6 7 5 8 7 6 5 R 
Super miniature geranium for loamy soils in part sun. Superb fall color. Geraniaceae. 

Geranium endressii 'Wargrave Pink' (Cranesbill) pink 6 9 12 15 7 6 6 B R 
Pale pink stars over vigorous mounds of foliage. Splendid fall color. Native to England. Attractive, bright green,. notched 
leaves. So vigorous, it's weed proof. Geraniaceae. 

Geranium macrorrhizum (Geranium, Balkan) pink 5 7 10 18 6 7 7 R 



Beautiful winter foliage. Superb clump forming ground cover. Spicy fragrance of lvs. perfumes the air. Grows so densely 
it inhibits weeds. Geraniaceae. 

Geranium sanguineum 'Album' (Cranes bill, Bloody) white 5 8 10 24 5 5 5 B R 
Foliage turns deep burgundy in fall. Forms soft mounds. Long blooming season. Low-growing spreader. 
Geraniaceae.Var. striatum (Cranesbill) Salmon pink blossoms cover the green, lobed foliage. Deeply veined flowers on 
sturdy sterns. Highly drought resistant. Geraniaceae. 

Geranium x cantabrigense 'Biakovo' (Cranesbill) pink 5 8 5 10 7 6 6 R 
Flowers are bright pink. Blossoms carried above a 6" carpet of mid-green foliage. Foliage is spicily fragrant. Geraniaceae. 
'White', pale pink to white variant of the type. 

Geranium x magnificum (Cranesbill, Blue) blue 5 6 12 20 7 6 6 B R 
Vigorous, true blue hybrid for border or wild garden. Geraniaceae. 

Geum coccineum 'Borisii' (Geum, Orange) orange 5 7 10 15 7 7 6 R 
Glorious orange stars over neat green, ferny rosettes. Best in partial shade. Rosaceae. 

Geum montanum (Geum, Mountain) yellow 6 7 3 12 7 6 6 R 
Easy with mats of dark, glossy leaves. Large yellow flowers with prominent stamens. Rosaceae. 

Geum replans (Avens, Creeping) yellow 5 6 6 12 7 6 6 N R 
Large 1 1 /2" blooms on long sterns. Good border plant. Forms rosettes of divided hairy leaves. Mat forming. Native 
alpine plant. Rosaceae. 

Gilia subnuda (Gilia, Navajo) red 6 8 12 10 8 8 8 R X 
Wonderful succulent rosettes. Constant sprays of near scarlet trumpet blooms all summer. Polernoniaceae. 

Globularia cordifolia (Globularia, Mat) blue 5 6 3 12 8 6 6 E G R 
Low, woody, fast spreading evergreen with bright blue powderpuffs. and roundish leaves. So thick it suppresses weeds. 
South European native. Globulariaceae. 

Globularia meridionalis (Globularia, Cushion) blue 5 6 4 6 7 7 7 R 
Forms tangled leafy dome rather than a mat. One of the best. Globulariaceae. 

Globularia repens (Globularia, Tiny) blue 5 6 3 8 7 7 7 R 
Minute, leathery leaves with round heads of blue flowers. Good in troughs. Globulariaceae. 

Globularia trichosantha (Globularia) blue 5 6 9 18 7 7 7 G R 
KEY Sun (1=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (1=peat, 9=clay) Water (1=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 
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!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Larger than the other species. Makes an attractive groundcover in all season. Globulariaceae. 

Goniolimon tataricum (Statice, German) white 6 7 10 12 8 7 7 B C R X 
Covered with masses of tiny flowers. Attractive smaller plant for perennial border. Good dried flower. Easy to grow. 
Needs well drained soil. Plumbaginaceae. 

Gypsophila cerastioides (Baby's Breath) white 5 6 2 10 7 7 7 R 
Low mounds of rounded velvety leaves. Best in rich scree or trough. Caryophyllaceae. 

Gypsophila repens (Baby's Breath, Creeping) white/pink 5 7 4 12 8 7 6 B DR 
Vigorous, gray green trailing mat thrives in sunny climates. Covered by masses of 1 I 4" flowers. Beautiful veil-like effect. 
tumbling over walls. Prized for drying. Caryophyllaceae. 'Rosea', clouds of tiny pink blooms. Loves a hot spot. 

Gypsophila tenuifolia (Baby's Breath, Cushion) white 5 6 8 6 7 7 7 R 
A tight, round bun of short, grassy leaves. Numerous wiry stems of dainty white flowers. Caryophyllaceae. 

Hacquetia epipactis (Buttons, Brass) yellow 3 5 4 8 4 3 5 R 
Compact woodland mat with brassy bloom and trim clumps of lvs. Easily grown. Umbelliferae. 

Helianthemum 'Wisley Pink' (Sunrose) pink 5 7 10 18 8 5 7 E R 
Royal Horticulture Society selection. Cistaceae. 'Wisley Primrose', yellow. Cistaceae. 

Helianthemum apenninum (Sunrose, Apennine) white/yellow 6 7 12 20 8 7 7 E R 
Wonderfully silvery evergreen leaves. Long season of bloom. Cistaceae. 

Helianthemum canum v balcanum (Sunrose, Hairy) yellow 5 6 1 8 8 7 7 R 
Miniature, silver-leaved alpine. Wonderful. Cistaceae. Variety scardicum , tiny round leaves covered with silver hairs. 
Easy to grow. 

Helichrysum basalticum (Everlasting, Basalt) yellow 6 8 10 15 7 6 6 R 
Densely silver mats of oblong leaves. Yellow clusters of bloom in summer. Asteraceae. 

Helichrysum marginatum (Everlasting) snow white 8 10 10 10 6 5 6 R 
Silver edged deep green leaves and white everlastings. Asteraceae. 

Helichrysum milfordiae (Everlasting, Milford's) white 6 7 2 8 6 5 5 R 
Silvery, hairy rosettes form mats. Produces rustling everlastings in early summer. A must for your rock garden. 
Asteraceae. 

Helichrysum virgineum (Everlasting, Mt Athos) white 5 6 8 12 8 7 7 R X 
Woolly white rosettes like giant pussytoes. Spicy pink flowers are white when first open. Asteraceae. 



Helleborus niger (Christmas rose) white 1 4 10 10 6 5 5 E R W 
Waxy white flowers open through the winter months. Neat evergreen fountains of bloom. Self-seeds under right condi
tions. Ranunculaceae. 

Helleborus orientalis (Lenten Rose) purple 2 4 12 10 6 5 5 R W 
Lovely flowers of varying shades of pink. Blossoms usually delightfully speckled with red. Ranunculaceae. 

Helleborus viridis (Hellebore, Green) yellow I green 2 4 10 8 5 5 5 R 
Deciduous, winter blooming Hellebore. Easy to grow in shade or part sun. Ranunculaceae. 

Hepatica acutiloba (Liverleaf) pink 5 6 6 9 4 4 4 R W 
Plants for rich, leafmold of the woodland garden. Native to rocky hillsides and dry woods. Fuzzy flower stems arise 
from clump of old foliage, new leaves later. Ranunculaceae. 

Herniaria glabra (Rupturewort) green 4 5 1 10 8 6 6 G R 
Minuscule leaves form filmy mat of vegetation for a sunny spot. Great for troughs. Good ground cover. Leaves are 
bronze-red in winter. Green flowers. Caryophyllaceae. 

Heuchera bracteata (Alumroot) green 5 6 6 8 6 5 6 R 
Forms dense mats. Likes to be planted in rock crevices. Leaves are sharply pointed and persistent. Leaves tum bright red 
in fall. A Colorado montane native. Saxifragaceae. 

Heuchera hallii (Alumroot, Hall's) white 5 6 8 3 6 7 6 R 
Tiny alumroot for cool, dry exposures. Saxifragaceae. 

Heuchera sanguinea 'Alba' (Coral Bells, White) white 6 8 12 12 5 5 6 B R 
Mounds of dark green leaves. Bears dainty white bells on spikes. Saxifragaceae. 'Splendens' Vigorous, deep crimson 
selection. 

Hieracium villosum (Devil' s Paintbrush) double yellow 6 7 12 12 7 6 8 R 
Densely hairy gray leaves and rich golden yellow blooms in early summer. Asteraceae. 

Hosta 'Gold Drop' (Plantain Lily) lavender 7 7 8 12 4 4 4 R 
For shade or moist places in sun. Nearly heart shaped leaves of unusual light golden green color. Liliaceae. 

Hosta 'Rock Princess' (Plantain Lily) lavender 7 7 6 12 4 4 4 R 
For shade or moist places in sun with dark heart shaped leaves. Liliaceae. 

Hosta venusta (Plantain Lily, Dwarf) purple 7 7 7 12 4 4 4 R 
KEY Sun (1=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (1=peat, 9=clay) Water (1=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



jScientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
For shade or moist places in sun with very small leaves. Light purple flowers. Liliaceae. 

Houttuynia cordata 'Chameleon' (Chameleon) white 5 6 12 20 6 4 4 R 
Fascinating multi-hued leaves and white button-like blossoms. Loves moisture and spreads readily. Blooms all summer. 
Saururaceae. 

Hymenoxys acaulis (Sunflower, Woolly Alpine) yellow 5 6 10 8 8 7 7 N R 
Widespread native daisy blooms for much of the season. Adaptable and indispensable. Asteraceae. 

Hymenoxys argentea (Mat Perky Sue) yellow 7 9 4 12 8 6 8 R X 
Stunning in rock gardens. Creeping plant with silvery leaves. Yellow daisy flowers . Full sun, dry soil. May repeat bloom 
in fall. Asteraceae. 

Hypericum cerastioides (H. rhodopeum, StJohn's Wort) yellow 5 6 6 18 7 7 7 R 
Low mounds of soft hairy gray foliage and pretty golden flowers. Care free. Hypericaceae. 

Hypericum reptans (StJohn's Wort, Creeping) mixed 5 8 3 10 8 7 7 R 
Mats of tiny dark-green foliage and brassy yellow suns. Hypericaceae. 

Iberis saxatilis (Candytuft) white 4 5 3 10 8 7 7 R 
Abundant snow white flowers. Lowest growing. Native to central Europe. Brassicaceae. 

Iberis sempervirens (Candytuft, Evergreen) white 4 6 10 14 8 7 7 BE R 
Glaring white flowers over dark green mounds. Old-fashioned favorite, still a standard. Evergreen foliage, woody stems, 
abundant flowers. Native to S. Europe. Brassicaceae. 

Iberis sempervirens 'Autumn Snow' (Candytuft) white 4 5 10 14 8 7 7 BE R 
Autumn reb looming variant of this classic garden plant. Brassicaceae. 

Incarvillea delavayi (Gloxinia, Hardy) rose 6 7 12 10 6 4 4 R 
Bright rosy trumpet flowers. Ferny foliage. Moist shade. Bignoniaceae. 

Incarvillea sinensis (Gloxinia, Hardy) pink 6 7 10 10 8 6 6 R 
Delightful, tough species thrives with heat and sun. Very showy. Bignoniaceae. 

Inula ensifolia (Sunflower, Caucasian) yellow 6 9 12 15 8 6 6 R 
Lovely dome of golden bloom in midsummer. A classic. Asteraceae. 

Iris cristata (Iris, Crested) blue 6 6 6 6 5 5 5 R 
A woodland dwarf with a running habit in loose, humus-rich soil. Iridaceae. 

Iris gracilipes 'Alba' (Iris, Graceful) white 5 5 6 6 5 5 5 R 



The most elegant of all miniature Iris. For light shade and rich acid soil. Iridaceae. 
Iris verna (Iris, Vernal) blue 5 5 8 8 3 4 5 R 

Compact clumps of glossy, evergreen foliage. Elegant orange-blotched flowers of brilliant blue. Needs acid soil. 
Kalimeris pinnatifida (Sunflower, Cutleaf) yellow 6 7 12 10 6 7 7 R 

Wonderful. Long blooming perennial with neat nosegay flowers. Tough. Asteraceae. 
Lamium armenum (Lamium, Cushion) pink 6 7 5 10 5 6 6 R 

Spectacular, sugar pink helmet-like bloom through whole spring. Wonderful acquisition. Labiatae. 
Lamium galeobdolon 'Herman's Pride' (Lamium, Var.) yellow 4 11 6 12 6 4 3 BEG R 

Exceptional ground cover. Silver leaves edged with narrow band of green. Spreads rapidly, especially in moist, organic 
soils. Prefers light shade. Evergreen. Labiatae. 

Lamium maculatum (Spotted Dead Nettle) pink 5 8 12 12 3 5 6 B R 
Easy plant for shady places. Can be invasive. Lamiaceae. 'Beacon Silver' Fast spreading groundcover with decorative 
leaves. Part shade. Showy rose pink flower clusters. Metallic silver leaves with narrow green margins. 'White Nancy', as 
above, but flowers white, "like a choir of hand-puppets." 'Shell Pink', with pale pink flowers .. 

Lavandula angustifolia 'Hidcote' (Lavender, Hidcote) blue/purple 5 7 12 15 8 7 7 B DFHRX 
Denser, deep cobalt-flowered variant of the familiar herb. Labiatae. 'Purpurea Nana', dwarf version of garden lavender. 
Ideal for small gardens. 

Leontopodium alpinum (Edelweiss) white 6 7 6 6 6 6 6 R 
Famous edelweiss thrives under ordinary rock garden culture. European classic. Star-like woolly white flowers. Gray 
green foliage is covered with woolly hair. Asteraceae. 

Leptospermum humifusum (Leptospermum) white 6 6 3 24 6 6 6 R G 
A true alpine, perfectly hardy small groundcover with glossy leaves. Pure white flowers. Myrtaceae. 

Lewisia cotyledon (Lewisia) pink 5 6 12 10 6 6 6 R 
Showy flowers on shiny, evergreen, often crinkled rosettes. Needs perfect drainage, avoid winter wet. Pink to salmon, 
often 'striped'. Portulacaceae. 

Lewisia rediviva (Bitter Root) rose/white 5 6 12 10 6 6 6 R 
Huge flowers. Quill foliage which goes dormant in late spring at or prior to flowering. Foliage appears again after first 
fall rain. Withhold summer irrigation. Portulacaceae. 

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



~ JScientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Lewisia tweedyi (Lewisia, Wenatchee) pink 5 6 6 10 5 6 6 R 

Huge apricot flowers over lax succulent rosettes. Magnificent plant for rock walls. Portulacaceae. 
Liatris punctata (Blazing Star) purple 7 9 10 5 8 8 8 BCDNRX 

Easily grown. Prefers alkaline soil and full sun. Common on prairies. Taprooted, very drought tolerant. Silvery foliage. 
Good cut or dried flower. Asteraceae. 

Limonium globularifolium (Sea Lavender, Roundleaf) violet 
Round leaved miniature Statice. Tough. Plumbaginaceae. 

Limonium gougetianum (Statice, Compact) lavender 
Dwarf Statice for sun. Plumbaginaceae. 

Linum alpinum (Flax, Dwarf Blue) 
Compact, deep blue Flax. Linaceae. 

blue 

Linum arboreum (Flax) yellow 
Sub-shrubby, blue-leaf Flax for Xeriscape. Linaceae. 

Linum capitatum (Flax, Balkan) yellow 
Long-blooming yellow Flax for sun. Linaceae. 
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Linum flavum 'Compactum' (Flax, Dwarf Yellow) yellow 5 6 8 10 
Compact form of well-known border plant. Greener rosettes than common Flax. Linaceae. 

Linum perenne 'Dwarf Sapphire' (Flax, Dwarf Sapphire) blue 5 7 10 
R Particularly deep blue variety. Linaceae. 

Loiseleuria procumbens (Azalea, alpine) pink 4 5 2 10 
Superlative circumboreal cushion shrub: challenging in hot regions. Ericaceae 

Lomatium dissectum (Lacy Biscuit Root) yellow 4 5 10 12 
Wonderfully cut foliage with yellow umbels. Tolerates dry spells in summer. Umbelliferae. 

Lychnis x arkwrightii 'Vesuvius' (Campion, Scarlet) Scarlet 6 8 8 7 
Giant orange-red stars of bloom much of the summer. Caryophyllaceae. 

Lychnis viscaria (Campion, Red rose 4 5 12 8 
Mid-sized early blooming Meadow Campion. Tough customer. Caryophyllaceae. 
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Mahonia repens (Grape Holly, Creeping) yellow 5 6 12 14 7 7 8 G R X 
Superb ground cover for sun or shade, moist or dry. Evergreen. Purple-bronze leaf color in the fall. Show yellow flowers. 



Adonis vernalis 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Aethionema grandiflorum 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

197 



Anemone blanda 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Aubrieta deltoides 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Aster alpinus 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Anrinia saxatile 
photo, Randy Tatroe 



Bergenia ciliata 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Campanula carpatica 'Blue Clips' 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Anemone sylvestris 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Centanrea nniflora 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 



Chrysanthemum weyrichii 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Corydalis solida 'George Baker' 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

200 ROCK GARDEN QUARTERLY VOL. 54(3) 

Coreopsis auriculata 'Nana' 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Delosperma cooperi 
photo, Randy Tatroe 



Delosperma nubigenum 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Erigeron scopuliniis 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Epimedium alpinum 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Euphorbia epithymoid.es (syn. polychroma) 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

http://epithymoid.es


Fritillaria pallidiflora 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Geranium cinereum var. snbcaukscens 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Geranium x 'Ballerina' 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Gentiana scabra 
photo, Randy Tatroe 
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Lamium maculatum 'Shell Pink' 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Lexvisia cotyledon 
photo, Randy Tatroe 



Linum capitatum 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Marrubium rotundifolium 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Lychnis x arkwrightii 'Vesuvius' 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Nepeta mussinii 
photo, Randy Tatroe 



Oenothera macrocarpa Oenothera speciosa 
photo, Randy Tatroe photo, Randy Tatroe 
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Onosma alboroseum 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Osteospermum ecklonis 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Onosma echioides 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Oxalis 'lone Hecker' 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 



208 ROCK GARDEN QUARTERLY VOL. 54(3) 



Primula denticulata 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Primula veris 
photo, Randy Tatroe 



Ranunculus montanus 'Molten Gold 
photo, Sandy Snyder 

Salvia argentea and Petunia integrifolia 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Ruta graveolens, Santolina virens Sempervivum arachnoideum 
photo, Randy Tatroe photo, Randy Tatroe 

2 1 0 ROCK GARDEN QUARTERLY VOL. 54(3) 
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Teiicrium orientate 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

Alyssum montanum, Veronica tauricola 
photo, Randy Tatroe 

2 1 2 ROCK GARDEN QUARTERLY VOL. 54(3) 

Townsendia atpigena 
photo, Panayoti Kelaidis 

Veronica liwanensis, Sempervivnm 
photo, Randy Tatroe 



Blue fruit. Berberidaceae. 
Marrubium rotundifolium (Horehound, Silver) silver 6 7 4 12 8 8 8 R 

Evergreen mats of silvery foliage make fine crevice plant. Good for the rock garden. Labiatae. 
Mazus reptans (Mazus) lavender 6 7 1 10 7 4 4 G R 

Fast spreader for moist, cool soils. Splendid between flagstones in shaded areas. Withstands light traffic. 
Scrophulariaceae. 

Meconopsis cambrica (Poppy, Welsh) orange 5 6 12 6 5 5 5 R 
Easily grown almost anywhere. Showy poppies all summer. Can become somewhat weedy. Papaveraceae. 

Meconopsis horridula (Poppy, Spiny Blue) blue 4 6 10 6 5 5 5 R 
Spiny leaves and stems with heavenly sky blue flowers. Superb in higher altitudes. Papaveraceae. 

Melampodium leucanthum (Daisy, Blackfoot) white 7 9 10 10 8 8 8 N R X 
Everblooming, neat native daisy for hot spots. Useful in parkways and bordering sidewalks. Well-drained soil. 
Asteraceae. 

Mertensia alpina (Bluebells, Alpine) blue 4 5 3 6 7 6 5 R 
Tiny fragrant alpine mound for the cool scree. Boraginaceae. 

Mertensia lanceolata (Languid Lady) blue 4 6 12 8 7 6 6 R 
Native, dryland bluebells with narrow, glaucous leaves. Boraginaceae. 

Mimulus guttatus (Monkeyflower) yellow 5 7 3 8 7 4 3 R W 
Vivid, yellow flowers over a long season. For moist spot in sun or shade. Scrophulariaceae. 

Mimulus primuloides (Monkeyflower) yellow 5 7 2 12 6 4 4 R W 
Neat little species from California. Spreads gently by runners without being a nuisance. Protect from full sun. 2" stems of 
yellow flowers. Scrophulariaceae. 

Minuartia caucasica (Sandwort, Caucasian) white 3 6 3 8 8 6 5 R 
Sunny rock garden. Low mounds studded with white stars in late spring. Caryophyllaceae. 

Minuartia kashmirica (Sandwort, Kashmir) white 5 6 3 7 8 6 6 R 
Low mat of deep green needles topped with white stars. Sunny crevice of Rock Garden. Caryophyllaceae. 

Monardella odoratissima (Bergamot, Fragrant) lavender 7 9 10 10 8 7 7 F H N R 
Extremely variable native Mint. The best forms have deep purple balls of color all summer. Lamiaceae. 

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Nepeta amethystina (Catmint, Cutleaf) lavender 7 9 10 12 7 5 6 B H R 

Deeply cut leaves and deep blue spires of flowers in late summer. Labiatae. 
Nepeta concolor (Catnip) lavender 6 10 10 15 8 8 8 E G R X 

Decorative and restrained groundcover for hot spots. Extremely tough evergreen clumps with blue flowers all summer. 
Labiatae. 

Nepeta mussinii (Persian Catmint) lavender 6 9 10 18 8 7 7 B G R X 
Sun or shade. Fast spreading groundcover for practically any spot. Not for choice spots. Poor to average soil. Nice for the 
border. Downy gray foliage. Labiatae. 

Nepeta phyllochlamys (Catnip, Cushion) pink 6 8 8 10 8 7 8 E R X 
Good for the sunny rock garden, walls. Pale pink flowers produced all summer. Corrugated evergreen leaves. Attractive 
habit. Labiatae. 

Nepeta x fassenii 'Snowflake' (Catmint, Persian) white 5 7 10 20 8 7 7 R 
Wonderful white variation of everblooming Catmint. Labiatae. 

Nierembergia rivularis (Silver cups) white 6 8 2 10 7 5 5 R 
Wonderful white cups much of the summer. Superb between stepping stones. Solanaceae. 

Oenothera caespitosa (Evening Primrose) white 5 7 10 14 8 8 8 N F R X 
Attracts hawkmoths. 3-4" fragrant flowers open in afternoon Flower fades to pink. Blooms all summer. Gray-green, 
fuzzy leaves. Requires well-drained soil. Onagraceae. 

Oenothera macrocarpa (Syn. O.missouriensis (Eve. Pr., Missouri) yellow 5 7 8 12 8 7 7BRX 
Fragrant, canary yellow flowers; day-blooming. Sprawling crimson stems. Fascinating giant seedpods. Sun, light gravely, 
well-drained soil; dry. Long lived. Onagraceae. 

Oenothera speciosa (Evening Primrose, Summer) pink 6 9 10 20 8 7 7 B R X 
Vigorously spreading mats with pearly pink fls. all summer. Onagraceae. 

Omphalodes verna (Blue Eye Mary) blue 4 5 5 18 4 5 5 R 
Bright blue forget-me-nots over neat mats of lancolate If. Boraginaceae 

Onosma alboroseum (Lady's Eardrop) pink, white 6 7 12 8 8 7 7 R 
Sunny rock garden. Frosted silvery foliage produces white trumpets that turn rose. Choice. Boraginaceae. 

Onosma echioides (Lady's Eardrop, Yellow) yellow 6 7 12 8 8 7 7 R 
Long blooming spires of nodding yellow trumpets. Bristly hairs on stems and If irritate some people. Boraginaceae. 
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Origanum acutidens (Oregano, Turkish) lavender 7 9 10 10 7 7 7 R 
Chartreuse bracts for long summer season. Easy to grow. Labiatae. 

Origanum libanoticum (Shrimp Plant, Hardy) pink 7 9 10 15 8 7 8 E R X 
Shrimp-like pink flowers over a long season in late summer. Long bloom season. Evergreen mats. Good for the sunny 
rock garden. Labiatae. 

Origanum rotundifolium (Oregano, Roundleaf) pink 7 8 9 18 8 7 8 R 
Needs open sunny positiort and well-drained soil. Pink flowers appear between hop-like bracts. Labiatae. 

Orostachys furusei Gapanese Live Forever) yellow 8 9 3 10 8 7 6 R 
Masses of smooth, gray rosettes. Succulent rosettes of glaucous lavender foliage. Yellow candles of bloom in late sum
mer. Fascinating. Crassulaceae. 

Osteosperma ecklonis (White African Daisy) white 5 8 10 15 6 6 6 R 
Shimmering fls all summer. Super. Asteraceae. 

Oxalis 'lone Hecker' (Shamrock, Sorrel) pink 5 6 3 6 7 7 7 R 
Clumps of elegant folded gray leaves from a slowly multiplying bulb. Oxalidaceae. 

Oxytropis lambertii (Locoweed, Lambert's) pink/magentaS 6 8 10 8 6 8 B N R X 
Gray-green basal leaves. Bright magenta, pea-like flower spikes in summer and late fall. Poisonous to livestock. Dry, 
gravelly soil. Needs good drainage. Fabaceae. 

Oxytropis sericea (Locoweed) white 4 6 12 8 8 8 8 R X 
Huge clusters of white pea-flowers resemble Hyacinths from a distance. Great in Xeriscape. Fabaceae. 

Papaver alpinum (Poppy, Alpine) mixed 5 8 5 4 8 6 6 R 
Short lived perennial for scree. Mounds of lacy foliage produce white, pink, yellow or orange flowers. Early bloomer. 
Long season of showy bloom. Papaveraceae. 

Papaver miyabeanum (Poppy, Miyabe's) yellow 5 6 6 3 7 6 6 R 
Tiny, furry mounds. Lemon yellow flowers over interesting compact foliage. Native to Japan. Covered for weeks with 
yellow cups of crepe-like blossoms. Papaveraceae. 

Papaver nudicaule 
(Iceland Poppy) 

Penstemon albertinus (Penstemon, Alberta) electric blue 5 6 12 6 8 7 7 B E R 
KEY Sun (1=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (1=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



\Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
True blue spires of bloom in early summer. Long-lived and adaptable. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon ambiguus (Penstemon, Phlox) white 6 9 12 7 9 8 8 D R X 
Brown seedpods for flower arrangements. Requires sandy, well-drained soil. Lacy, spreading clumps. Native to grass
lands and dry washes. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon angustifolius (Penstemon, Robin's Egg) blue 6 9 10 5 9 8 8 R X 
Narrow, gray leaves topped with aquamarine flowers in mid spring. Superlative native. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon caespitosus (Penstemon, Mat) blue 4 5 1 8 8 7 8 E R X 
Neat ever-gray mats with showy, aquamarine flowers just above the foliage. Xeriscape or sunny slope. Native to 
Colorado and Wyoming. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon cardwellii (Penstemon, Cascade) lavender 4 5 10 18 6 6 6 R 
Shrubby penstemon for cool soils in part sun. Superb in mountains. Bright lavender flowers. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon davidsonii (Penstemon, Davidson's) purple 4 5 1 8 7 6 6 R 
Succulent mats studded with bright lavender trumpets. Thick firm leaves. Large rose-purple flowers. A gem of the 
genus. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon davidsonii ssp. menziesii (Beard-Tongue) purple 4 5 6 10 6 6 5 R 
Semi-woody plant has small gray-green flesh leaves. Flowers are deep pink to purple. An exceptional shrubby penste
mon. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon eriantherus (Penstemon, Hairy) lavender 6 7 4 2 8 7 8 N P R X 
Leaves covered with sparkling hairs. Large, rose-lavender flowers with speckles. Prominent, yellow tongue. Colorado 
native. Good for troughs. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon heterophyllus v purdyi (Penstemon, Purdy's) blue 5 8 10 12 7 7 7 R 
Mounds covered with turquoise trumpets in spring. Superlative rock garden plant. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon hirsutus 'Pygmaeus' (Penstemon, Pygmy) violet/purple 5 6 4 10 6 5 6 R 
Abundant lavender flowers with white tips. Self sows readily. Beautiful dwarf variety. Attractive red-green foliage. 
Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon linarioides (Penstemon, Toadflax) lavender 5 7 10 12 7 7 8 N R X 
Spikes of flowers, mounding growth habit. Soft green, narrow foliage. Native to pinyon/Juniper forests. Open, rocky 
soil. Snapdragon-like flowers; early bloomer. Scrophulariaceae. Variety coloradoensis , absolutely drought tolerant. 

Penstemon nitidus (Penstemon, Blue Spring) blue 3 5 12 3 8 7 8 B R X 



Sky blue flowers in early spring. Needs lime and good drainage. Succulent blue rosettes. Scrophulariaceae. 
Penstemon pinifolius (Penstemon, Pine-leaf) red 6 9 10 15 8 7 7 D G R X 

Constant succession of orange red flowers. Bright green, needle-like leaves. Hummingbirds love this. Likes any soil in 
full sun or partial shade. Scrophulariaceae. 'Mersea Yellow' Pure yellow mutation. 

Penstemon rydbergii (Penstemon, Rydberg's) blue 5 6 12 8 7 6 6 R 
Clusterhead, bright blue penstemon for moist sun or part shade. Easily grown. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon teucrioides (Penstemon, Germander) blue 5 6 1 8 7 6 6 R 
Green mats with bright blue trumpets. Linear foliage. Large blue to purple flowers with white throats. Scrophulariaceae. 

Penstemon virens (Penstemon, Blue Mist) lavenderS 6 1 8 7 6 6 R Clouds of 
lavender, bell like bloom. Easy in scree. Scrophulariaceae. 

Petrophytum caespitosum (Spiraea, Rock) white 7 7 4 6 6 6 6 R 
A miniature shrub that forms a mat. Covers rocks when planted in a crevice. Rosaceae. 

Petrophytum cinerascens (Spiraea, Rock) white 7 7 4 12 6 6 6 R 
A miniature shrub forming a mat that covers rocks well. Rosaceae. 

Petrorhagia saxifraga 'Double White' (Tunic Flower) white 8 8 .S 18 8 7 7 R 
Easy summer flowering alpine, perfect for any sunny spot. Pure white double flowers. Caryophyllaceae. 'Rosette' Pure 
pink double flowers. 

Phacelia sericea (Purple Fringe) purple 4 6 10 8 8 7 7 R 
Long stamened alpine very easy to grow in sunny scree. Hydrophyllaceae. 

Phlox adsurgens (Phlox, Siskiyou pink 6 7 3 12 6 5 5 R 
Woodland plant. Large bicolor flowers of glowing salmon-pink, deeper midvein. One of the best. Polemoniaceae. 

Phlox bifida (Prairie Phlox) white /violet 5 6 6 12 4 4 5 R F W 
Utterly distinct, cleft blossoms for a long season. 

Phlox divaricata (Phlox, Woodland) blue 5 6 10 8 5 5 5 B G R W 
Trailing habit; oval leaves, creeping underground shoots root at nodes. Flowers in loose terminal clusters on erect leafy 
stems. Sun, open shade, sandy soil, dry. Polemoniaceae. 'Clouds of Perfume', wonderfully fragrant selection. 'Fuller's 
White', vivid white stars, fine woodlander for a cool spot. Variety laphamii, attractive ground cover. Spreads quickly. 
Cut back after flowering. 'Chatahoochee', deep maroon eyes to pale blue flowers, mounds of color in early summer. 

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 
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!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Phlox (Phlox, Mexican) various 5 10 10 12 8 7 6 B R 

'Arroyo', cerise blossoms the size of a quarter. The largest and most vigorous of the Mexican phloxes. Rich deep pink 
flowers with yellow eyes. Wide branching habit. Polemoniaceae. 'Mary Maslin', Chinese red flowers for well-drained 
scree. Finest selection of the Mexican Phlox family. 'Paul Maslin', large, clear, lemon-yellow flowers with eye-ring 
formed by purple "V" at the base of each petal. 'Vanilla', white stars over neat mounds all summer. Superlative rock gar
den plant. 

Phlox procumbens 'Millstream Pink' (Phlox, Creeping) pink 4 5 3 15 8 7 7 G R 
Deep green mats smothered with clear pink stars. The Best Pink. Strong compact grower. 

Phlox stolonifera 'Blue Ridge' (Phlox, Running) blue 5 5 6 12 5 5 5 E G R 
50-year-old variety. Large sky blue flowers. Evergreen. Fuzzy green leaves. Polemoniaceae. 'Pink Ridge', likes a woodsy 
soil that doesn't flood or dry out, with a little shade. An excellent ground cover under trees and shrubs, creeping habit. 

Phlox subulata (Phlox, Creeping) mixed 4 5 2 12 7 6 6 B G R 
Easily grown. Needle-like, semi-evergreen leaves. Perfect ground cover, spreads rapidly. Prefers dry, well-drained soil. 
Shear back after flowering. Polemoniaceae. Many selections. 'Atropurpurea', red flowers with needle-like evergreen 
leaves. Forms a dense ground cover. 'Blue Emerald', 4 -6" tall, pale blue flowers. 'Boothman's Variety', lavender stars 
with deep purple hearts. Showy display in height of spring. Fast spreading. 'Coral Eye', pink/red eye, soft pink, star
shaped flowers with red eye. 'Emerald Pink', pink flowers, moderately large variety. 'Scarlet Flame', dark pink flowers, 
vigorous grower. 'White Delight', white flowers, moderate size plant. Other excellent varieties include 'Millstream 
Jupiter', lg. lavender fls; 'Millstream Daphne', lg. pink fls; 

Phlox x stolonifera 'Blue Ridge' (Phlox, Running) blue 5 5 6 12 6 5 5 G E R 
50-year old variety. Large sky blue flowers; evergreen, fuzzy green leaves. Likes woodsy soil, not too wet or dry, a little 
shade. from E. USA. Polemoniaceae. 

Physaria alpina (Bladderpod, Alpine) yellow 3 4 1 4 7 7 7 R 
Silvery starfish produces large, orange flowers in early spring. Choice native alpine. Brassicaceae. 

Physaria dornii (Twin pod, Dorn' s) yellow 3 5 2 4 8 8 8 R 
Recently described desert species with spectacular bloom. Perfect for troughs. Brassicaceae. 

Platycodon grandiflorus v nanus (Balloon Flower) blue 7 8 10 6 7 7 6 B R 
Stocky-dwarf form of huge flowered oriental campanulad. Campanulaceae. 

Polemonium carneum (Jacob's Ladder) apricot 7 8 12 12 5 5 5 R 



From the woodlands of Siskiyou and Southern Cascade Mountains. Polemoniaceae. 
Polemonium replans (Jacob's Ladder) blue 4 6 10 10 7 5 5 R 

Flowers of bright blue with prominent orange stamens. Native to USA. From open woodlands in the east and midwest. 
Polemoniaceae. 

Potentilla argyrophylla v. atrosanguinea (Cinquefoil, Scarlet) red 5 6 12 8 9 6 6 
R Powdery white strawberry leaves produce spires with blood red stars of bloom in early summer. Rosaceae. 

Potentilla cinerea (Cinquefoil) yellow 6 7 2 12 7 7 7 R 
Prostrate silver-leafed creeper. Forms a carpet of clear-yellow flowers in summer. Rosaceae. 

Potentilla fragiformis (megalantha) (Cinquefoil, Strawberry Leaf) gold 5 6 10 6 9 6 6 
R Densely hairy clumps of coarse, attractive leaves. Huge yellow flowers in spring. Rosaceae. 

Potentilla hippiana (Cinquefoil, Horse) yellow 6 7 12 10 8 7 7 R X 
Silvery, ferny rosettes. Many spikes of yellow stars in early summer. Very tough. Rosaceae. 

Potentilla tabernae-montana (Cinquefoil, Carpet) yellow 4 6 2 15 7 6 5 G R 
Fast spreading mats of vivid green leaves. Buttercup-like yellow stars in mid-spring. Rosaceae. 

Potentilla tabernae-montana 'Nana' (Cinqfoil, Cushion) yellow 4 6 3 10 7 7 6 BE R 
Slow growing mutant much better suited to small gardens. Dwarf compact variety. Ideal border or bedding plant. Bright 
yellow flowers on low evergreen plants. Rosaceae. 

Potentilla tridentata (Cinquefoil) white 6 7 5 24 7 4 7 R 
Glossy-green, leafy mat with blood-red autumn color. Ideal bulb cover. Rosaceae. 

Primula 'Peter Klein' (Primrose, Peter Klein) pink/white 3 5 10 5 5 5 4 R W 
Hybrid of P. rosea and P. clarkei. Easily grown. Adaptable woodland plant. Primulaceae. 

Primula abschasica (Primrose, Abschasian) purple 3 5 3 7 5 5 5 R W 
Extremely vigorous and showy relative of common Primrose. Vividly colored flowers. Primulaceae. 

Primula auricula (Primrose, European Alpine) mixed 4 5 6 8 5 6 5 E F R W 
Numerous showy, waxy flowers, leathery rosettes of fleshy leaves. Flowers one-sided, fragrant, many colored. Leaves 
are usually coated with farina. Primulaceae. 

Primula cortusoides (Primrose) pink 4 6 12 4 4 3 5 B R W 
Wand-like spires of hot pink flowers for a long season in spring. For woodland garden. Primulaceae. 

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 
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jScientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Primula denticulata (Primrose, Drumstick) mixed 3 4 10 8 5 5 5 B R W 

Very easily grown, for moist, cool exposures. VERY early. Spherical heads of crowded flowers on stout sterns before the 
woolly leaves. From the Himalayas. Prirnulaceae. 

Primula elatior (Oxlip,) yellow 4 5 10 8 5 5 5 B R W 
Very easily grown, long-lived plantPrirnulaceae. 

Primula frondosa (Primrose) rose/purple 4 5 5 5 5 6 5 R W 
Lovely farinose rosettes. Pink lilac heads. Prirnulaceae. 

Primula juliae (Primrose, Julia's) purple 4 5 2 6 5 5 3 R W 
Tiny moisture loving mat former with vivid purple flowers . Used for hybridization. Prirnulaceae. 

Primula marginata (Primrose, Margined) blue 4 5 4 7 6 5 5 R W 
Showy white-margined wavy foliage with fragrant blue trumpets. Prirnulaceae. 

Primula rosea (Primrose, Rosy) rose 3 4 8 4 6 5 3 R W 
Shocking, rose-pink flowers in earliest spring. Likes moisture. Prirnulaceae. 

Primula saxatilis (Primrose, Siberian) pink 5 6 12 8 5 5 5 R W 
Chalk pink stars over serrate, oval, hairy leaves. Peat loving prirnula from Siberia. Prirnulaceae. 

Primula sieboldii (Primrose, Woodland) pink 4 5 8 9 5 5 5 R W 
Crinkled, oval foliage produces a mass of snowflake flowers. Very hardy and good. Prirnulaceae. 

Primula veris (Cowslip) yellow 4 5 8 6 5 5 5 C F R W 
Corrugated leaves and showy, nodding bells. Excellent garden plant. Fragrant, delicate blossoms. Ideal as a cut flower. 
Not too much heat, humidity or drought; easy nevertheless. Prirnulaceae. 

Primula vulgaris (Primrose) yellow 4 5 3 8 5 5 5 C F R W 
Stemless primrose of English folklore and gardens. Prirnulaceae. 

Prunella grandiflora 'Loveliness' (Self-Heal, Loveliness)lilac 5 7 10 18 6 7 7 R 
Superior selection of shade-loving Self-Heal. Larniaceae. 

Prunella laciniata (Self-Heal, Cutleaf) pink 5 7 12 12 6 7 7 R 
Extremely tough, adaptable Prunella blooms for a long summer season. Larniaceae. 

Psilostrophe bakeri (Paper Flower) yellow 5 9 12 10 9 9 8 N R X 
Silvery rosettes by everlasting flowers. Cut back to basal rosette in fall. Periodic deep watering prolongs bloom period. 
Self-sows; no insect or disease problems. Asteraceae. 
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Pterocephalus parnassii (Mat Scabiosa) purple 5 6 3 18 7 7 7 R 
Short furry foliage, somewhat silver. Stemless, light-purple Bachelor Button flowers. Dependable. Dipsacaceae. 

Ptilotricum spinosum 'Purpureum' Shrub Alyssum) purple 5 6 10 15 7 7 7 R,X 
Dense cushion shrub with heavenly bloom. Long lived and easy. Cruciferae. 

Pulmonaria angustifolia (Lungwort) blue 4 5 8 12 6 6 6 R 
Piercing blue bells over slowly spreading mats bloom much of spring. Great with yellow primroses. Boraginaceae. 

Pulmonaria longifolia 'E. B. Anderson' (Lungwort) violet 4 5 10 12 6 6 5 R 
Deep blue trumpet blooms and richly mottled, narrow leaves. Boraginaceae. 

Pulmonaria montana (rubra) (Red Lungwort, Red) red 5 5 8 12 5 5 5 R 
Spring flowering plants for shade. Hairy leaves. Red-orange flowers. Boraginaceae. 

Pulmonaria saccharata 'Mrs Moon' (Soldiers and Sailors) pink 4 5 12 12 3 5 4 B R W 
Unusual leaves. Pink flowers turn blue with time. Boraginaceae. 

Pulsatilla patens (Pasqueflower) lavender 3 5 8 4 7 6 6 R X 
Does well in dry, sandy soils. Native to open forests and sagebrush. Pale flowers with lavender tones. Delicate, finely 
divided leaves. Wispy white seedheads. Ranunculaceae. 

Pulsatilla vulgaris (Pasqueflower, European) purple 3 5 6 8 6 6 6 B R W X 
Easily grown. Spreads quickly; remove seed heads to control. Once established, do not disturb. Finely cut gray green 
leaves and woolly buds. Ranunculaceae. 

Ranunculus gramineus (Buttercup) yellow 5 7 10 6 7 7 7 R 
Slender stalks bear sprays of 1 in. shining yellow flowers. Any good soil. Ranunculaceae. 

Ranunculus montanus 'Molten Gold' (Buttercup) yellow 5 7 6 10 6 7 7 C R 
Abundant late spring blooms of large rounded flowers. Dark cut foliage. Dwarf; won't spread. Unsurpassed as a cut 
flower. Ranunculaceae. 

Raoulia australis (Scabplant, New Zealand) yellow 6 7 1 10 8 6 5 R 
Impossibly low silver mats are surprisingly easy to grow. Tiny flowers. Hardy to 8,000' Provide dry winter conditions 
(cover with a pane of glass). Asteraceae. 

Raoulia glabra (Scabplant) white 5 6 1 12 7 5 7 R 
Fast spreading mat of light green rosettes and white flowers. The hardiest and quite easy. Asteraceae. 

KEY Sun (1=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



N 
N 
N 

!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Rosularia aizoon (Rosularia) yellow 5 6 6 5 7 6 7 R 

Produces many spikes of dusky pink flowers in early summer. Waxy, neat symmetrical rosettes. Crassulaceae. 
Rosularia chrysantha (R. pallida) (Rosularia, Hairy) yellow 5 6 6 10 8 7 7 R 

Hairy mounds of symmetrical rosettes. Straw-yellow stars produced in early summer. Crassulaceae. 
Rosularia muratdaghensis (Rosularia, Smooth) white 5 6 2 12 7 7 7 R 

Rosettes of smooth, fleshy leaves. Creeper. Leaves are bright green and tinged with russet. Crassulaceae. 
Ruta graveolens (Rue) yellow 6 7 10 10 7 7 7 H,R,X 

The classic rue of herb gardens is a super foliage plant in xeriscapes and rock gardens as well. Rutaceae. 
Sagina subulata (Scotch Moss) white 5 6 1 8 8 5 5 GR 

Moss-like mats of leaves for moist part-shade. Starry tiny white flowers in early summer. Caryophyllaceae. 
Sagina subulata 'Irish Moss' (aurea) (Scotch Moss) white 6 7 1 8 8 5 5 E G R 

Deep emerald green, dense, moss like evergreen foliage. Excellent between flagstones or as a ground cover. Tiny white 
flowers. Caryophyllaceae. 

Salvia argentea (Sage, Silver) white 5 6 36 18 7 7 6 R,X,H 
Possibly the most dramatic foliage plant for temperate gardens, elephant ear lf covered with white felt. Lamiaceae. 

Salvia x superba 'Blue Queen' (Salvia) deep violet 7 8 12 10 8 6 6 B R 
Dense mounds of rich blue flowers last all season if dead-headed. Labiatae. 

Sanguinaria canadensis 'Multiplex' (Double Bloodroot) white 4 5 8 10 5 R 
Woodland groundcover with flowers like white water-lilies. Papaveraceae. 

Santolina ericoides (Lavender Cotton, Green) cream 6 8 10 18 8 RX 
Deep green mounds of attractive foliage . Brassy button bloom in summer. Asteraceae. 

Saponaria ocymoides 'Splendens' (Soapwort, Meditrr.) pink 5 6 8 15 8 7 7 G R 
Bright pink stars over neat mats of gray leaves. Thrives in sunny rock gardens. Compact, trailing stems will cover up to 
3". Caryophyllaceae. 

Saxifraga 'Garnet' (Saxifrage, Mossy Garnet) red 5 6 10 12 5 4 4 R 
Deep green leaved mossy Saxifrage with strawberry red flowers. Saxifragaceae. 

Saxifraga caespitosa (Saxifrage, Purple Robe) red 4 6 7 15 5 5 5 R 
Fast-spreading mat of mossy leaves for cool shade. Glorious purple-red stars for much of spring. Saxifragaceae. 

Saxifraga ferdinandi-coburgi (Saxifrage, Balkan) yellow 3 4 3 12 6 6 5 R 
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Dark green mats of mossy rosettes. Smothered with yellow flowers in early spring. Saxifragaceae. 
Saxifraga moschata v kingii (Saxifrage, Small Mossy) white 5 6 3 20 5 6 5 R 

Super fine mat of tiny green leaves and delicate white flowers. Saxifragaceae. 
Saxifraga paniculata (S. aizoon) (Saxifrage, Silver) white 5 6 12 10 6 6 6 R 

Neat rosettes encrusted with white lime deposits. Showy flowers. Saxifragaceae. Variety brevifolia, tiny encrusted 
rosettes with white spires. For troughs or choice spot. 'Lutea', a yellow flowered variant. 

Saxifraga x arendsii (Saxifrage, Mossy) red 4 5 8 12 5 5 5 R 
Mossy cushion. Bright green foliage. Cup-shaped rose pink flowers. Saxifragaceae. 

Scabiosa graminifolia (Scabious, Grassleaf) lavender 6 8 10 10 8 7 7 R 
Huge powder blue flowers over silvery mats of attractive leaves. Dipsaceae. 

Scleranthus uniflorus (New Zealand Polster) green 6 8 1 8 8 6 4 R 
Minuscule flowers, but fascinating orangy-green mound. Part shade in the Rock Garden. Caryophyllaceae. 

Scutellaria diffusa (Skullcap, Diffuse) lavender 7 9 5 8 8 7 6 R 
skullcaps over neat green mounds. Labiatae. 

Scutellaria pontica (Skullcap, Pontic) pink 5 6 5 6 7 6 6 R X 
Shiny, round green leaves and glowing pink skullcaps in late spring. Labiatae. 

Scutellaria prostrata (Skullcap, Mat) lavender 6 9 3 12 7 7 6 R 
Neat, tiny mats of crinkled, gray leaves. Showy bicolored flowers over a long season. Labiatae. 

Scutellaria supina (Skullcap, Yellowbloom) yellow 6 9 5 12 8 7 7 R X 
Neat mounds of green leaves produce vivid yellow skullcaps. Flowers in spring and again in fall. Labiatae. 

Sedum 'Rosy Glow' (Sedum, Rosy Glow) pink 8 9 8 10 8 7 7 R 
Large pink flower clusters in late summer. Deciduous. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum acre (Sedum) yellow 5 6 3 15 8 8 8 E G R 
Aggressive mat; prune to keep in bounds, don't mix with choice plants. Does well in poor soils, between paving stones. 
Bright new growth. Evergreen. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum album (Sedum, White-Flowered) white 7 7 4 10 8 8 8 R 
Fat, round, mid-green leaves forming large, aggressive mats. Evergreen. Prune drastically to keep neat. Crassulaceae. 
Selection murale, leaves and stems suffused reddish-purple when dry or flowering. Green in winter. 

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 
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Sedum anacampseros (Sedum, Bigleaf) pink 7 8 9 10 8 7 8 R 
Bluegreen succulent for sun and well drained soil. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum brevifolium (Sedum, Stout-leaved) white 7 7 2 6 8 8 8 R 
Fat leaves in four columns flush red in winter. Very cute trailing plant. Not aggressive. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum dasyphyllum (Sedum, Chubby Blue) pink 6 7 2 5 8 8 8 R 
Chubby glaucous blue leaves for close-packed clumps. Foliage topped with little pink flowers. Restrained. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum ewersii (Sed urn, Ewers') pink 8 9 5 7 7 7 6 R 
Upper leaves glaucous and flat, toothed. Flowers late in summer. Leaves are deciduous in winter. Good late color. 
Crassulaceae. 

Sedum glaucum (hispanicum) (Sedum, Spanish) pink 5 6 2 5 6 6 6 R 
Tiny beaded rosettes with starry whitish flowers in early summer. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum hybridum (Sedum, Double-flowering) yellow 5 9 3 10 8 8 8 G R 
Extremely durable low groundcover. Blooms again in August. Narrow green leaves turn red in fall. Mounded plant. 
From Siberia and Mongolia. Deciduous. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum kamtschaticum (Sed urn, Kamtschatka) yellow 6 9 5 10 8 8 8 B G R 
A bushy clump of toothed leaves, topped with bright yellow flowers. Border plant. Variegated forms. 

Sedum obtusatum (Sedum, Obtuse) yellow 6 6 1 5 6 6 6 R 
Flowers from pale yellow to orange, prefers some shade. Basal leaves encircle stem. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum pachyclados (Sedum, Pakistan Stonecrop) white 6 7 3 8 7 6 6 R 
Fine, clump-forming sedum with glaucous foliage. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum reflexum 'Crested' (Sedum, Reflexed) yellow 7 7 12 12 8 8 7 R 
Husky blue-green mounds. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum spathulifolium 'Cape Blanco' (Sedum, Pacific) yellow 5 6 3 7 5 6 5 R 
Neat mats of gray foliage with contrasting bright yellow flowers. Crassulaceae. 

Sedum spurium (Sedum, Dragon's Blood) pink 7 8 4 12 8 8 7 G R 
Invasive, with large, showy heads of pink flowers in late summer. Several flower and foliage colors. Crassulaceae. 
Selection 'Dragon's Blood' with bronze stems, star-shaped crimson flowers. Dark green foliage turns red bronze in 
autumn. 

Sedum x 'Vera Jameson' (Sedum, Trailing) red 7 8 12 24 8 8 7 R 
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Deep reddish foliage with rose flowers in late summer. Crassulaceae. 
Sempervivum arachnoideum (Hens-and-Chicks, Spiderweb) pink 6 8 7 10 8 7 6 

R Choice sempervivum with white cobwebs and bright pink flowers. Crassulaceae. 
Sempervivum tectorum (Hen-and-Chickens) pink 6 7 12 10 8 7 6 R 

Rosettes of bright green to red. Thousands of worthy selections. Crassulaceae. 
Sideritis taurica (Woolly Wand Mint) yellow 7 8 10 12 8 7 6 B R 

Woolly lambs ear mats and soft yellow wands of bloom in June. Labiatae. 
Silene acaulis (Campion, Moss) pink 4 5 1 8 7 6 5 R 

High alpine requires scree. Choices form from Oregon. An incredibly tight-knit bun. Tiny bright green leaves. Sessile 
red-purple flowers. Excellent in troughs. Caryophyllaceae. 'Alba' clone is quite generous with its pure white flowers. 
'Pedunculata', one of the best free-flowering forms 

Silene alpestris (Catchfly, Alpine) white 4 5 10 10 6 5 5 R 
Soft green mats of trim foliage. Clouds of starry white flowers in early summer. Caryophyllaceae. 

Silene californica (Catchfly, California) red 5 6 10 8 7 6 6 R 
Spectacular scarlet flowers. Caryophyllaceae. 

Silene glauca (Catchfly, Beach) white 5 6 4 10 7 5 5 R 
Silvery mounds of narrow leaves are covered with swollen white cups. Caryophyllaceae. 

Silene hookeri (Campion) red 4 4 3 10 7 6 7 R 
Gray down foliage and deeply-cleft salmon flowers. For pure, rocky scree. Has brittle root. Caryophyllaceae. 

Silene laciniata (Pink, Indian) vermilion 7 9 10 5 7 7 6 R X 
Orange stars through the summer months over dusty gray mound of foliage. Versatile. Caryophyllaceae. 

Silene saxifraga (Catchfly, Rock) white 5 7 8 8 6 6 6 R 
Tiny leaved rock plant with starry flowers over much of the summer. Caryophyllaceae. 

Silene virginica (Fire Pink) red 5 6 10 8 7 6 5 R 
Showy scarlet flowers over dark foliage. Caryophyllaceae. 

Sisyrinchium albiflos (Blue-eyed Grass) white 5 6 10 6 7 6 5 R 
Very long blooming. Rush-like foliage. Profusion of small white flowers with notched petals. Iridaceae. 

Sisyrinchium angustifolium (Blue-eyed Grass, Common) blue 5 7 10 6 8 6 5 
KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 
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!Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
R Deep blue stars over grassy clumps. Iridaceae. 

Sisyrinchium bellum (Blue-eyed Grass) blue/yellow 6 7 10 10 7 6 5 B R 
Bright blue yellow-eyed flowers. Great border plant. Iridaceae. 

Sisyrinchium macounii v. alba (Blue-eyed Grass, Macoun's) white 5 6 4 6 7 6 5 
R Large pure-white bloom over stout, evergreen, miniature Iris foliage. Iridaceae. 

Sisyrinchium macrocarpum (Yellow-eyed Grass) yellow 5 6 8 4 8 6 5 R 
Giant yellow stars over gray-green spears of foliage. Showy Patagonian wild flower. Iridaceae. 

Sisyrinchium montanum (Blue-eyed Grass) blue 5 6 8 4 7 5 5 R 
Grassy, glaucous tufts of leaves. For moist pockets. Vivid blue stars in late spring. Iridaceae. 

Solidago minutissima (Goldenrod) yellow 8 9 3 6 7 7 7 R 
Loaded with cluster of starry-yellow flowers in late summer. Tiny enough for a trough. Asteraceae. 

Solidago spathulata v. nana (Goldenrod) yellow 8 9 5 8 7 7 7 R 
A strong growing dwarf from the Wallowa Mountains of Oregon. Asteraceae. 

Sphaeralcea coccinea (Cowboy's Delight) orange 5 7 5 12 8 7 8 R X 
Unusual orange flowers over silvery carpet of deeply lobed leaves. Malvaceae. 

Sphaeralcea munroana (Cowboy's Delight) orange 6 8 8 12 7 8 8 RX 
Silvery mounds of foliage and long season of luminous orange cup. Malvaceae. 

Sphaeromeria capitata (Tansy, Rocky Mountain) yellow 6 7 1 36 8 7 7 R X 
Dense silver mats of foliage with yellow ball-shaped blooms. Xeriscape gem. Asteraceae. 

Stachys monieri (Lamb's Ear) pink 6 7 10 8 7 7 7 R 
Hairy green mats of foliage and hot pink pokers in June and July. Labiatae. 

Stachys nivea (Caucasian Stachys) white 5 6 12 8 8 7 7 R 
Large ivory clusters of white over neat gray clumps of leaves. Labiatae. 

Synthyris missurica (Synthyris, Bigleaf) blue 3 4 10 8 5 5 5 E R 
True blue spires in early spring and glossy round evergreen leaves. Scrophulariaceae. 

Synthyris reniformis (Synthyris, Small-leaf) purple 3 4 4 6 5 5 5 R 
First flower to bloom in spring. Easy to grow. Endures deep shade and root competition. Scrophulariaceae. 

Synthyris stellata (Synthyris, Roundleaf) blue 3 5 8 7 5 4 5 R 
Showy spires of blue flowers and shiny round evergreen leaves. Scrophulariaceae. 
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Talinum spinescens (Fameflower, Spiny) pink 6 8 6 8 9 8 7 R 
Cushions of succulent leaves with bright pink stars. Portulacaceae. 

Tanacetum densum var. amani (Partridge Feather, Tansy) yellow 6 7 10 15 8 7 7 
R White-hairy finely cut mats with yellow buttons in early summer. For the front of dry, sunny borders. Prefers dry soils. 
Strongly aromatic. Asteraceae. 

Teucrium aroanium (Germander, Styx) lavender 6 10 3 7 8 7 6 R 
Silvery mounds with spidery lavender flowers in summer. Labiatae. 

Teucrium chamaedrys (Germander, Wall) purple/white 7 9 10 24 9 7 6 B G R 
Lovely border plant. Leaves used for mild-flavored tea. Pale to deep purple flowers. Used as edging in knot gardens. 
Small woody evergreen shrub. Labiatae. Selection 'Prostratum', groundcover with purple flowers in late summer. Fast 
spreading. 

Teucrium orientale (Germander, Asian) lavender 6 8 10 12 8 7 8 R X 
Finely divided leaves form a clump. Clouds of bright lavender spidery flowers all summer. Labiatae. 

Teucrium polium 'Purpureum' (Germander, Mediterranean) purple 6 9 5 8 8 7 8 
R Very white woolly leaves. Small vivid purple flowers for a long season. Labiatae. 

Teucrium syspirense (Germander, Low) pink 6 8 6 10 8 7 8 R 
Pale p ink flowers over neat mounds. For rock garden or front of border. Likes sun and heat. Labiatae. 

Thymus doerfleri (Thyme, Hairy) lilac 6 7 1 7 8 7 7 G R 
Hairy mat for choice spot in hot rock gardens. Labiatae. 

Thymus glabrescens v. loevyanus (Thyme, Bigleaf Mat) lilac 6 7 2 18 8 7 8 G R 
Fast spreading mound for groundcover. Labiatae. 

Thymus latifolius (Thyme, Wideleaf) lavender 6 7 1 8 8 8 8 R 
Neat mat with pink flowers. Labiatae. 

Thymus necefii (Thyme, Crossleaf) pink 4 5 2 10 8 7 7 R 
Fabulous mats of intricate, overlapping gray leaves and glowing rose flowers in early summer. Labiatae. 

Thymus praecox (Thyme, Early) pink 6 7 1 12 8 7 7 R 
Neat creeping thyme with distinctive flowers and aroma. Labiatae. 'Pink Chintz' selection, , vivid pink flowers. 

Thymus pseudolanuginosus (Thyme, Woolly) lavender 6 7 1 12 6 7 7 F G H RX 
KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 



~ Scientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 

8' Well-known carpeter for sunny warm spots forms thick, woolly, silver-gray, aromatic mat. Will tolerate drier conditions, 
;><: light traffic. Seldom flowers. Labiatae. 
c; Thymus serpyllum (Thyme, Creeping) lavender 6 7 1 15 8 7 7 R 
~ Low, fine-leaved mats. Labiatae. 'Albus', Pale green mats of foliage studded with white; 'Aureus' (Golden Thyme), 
CJ 
~ Golden leaved variant; 'Minus' (Thyme, Dwarf), very dense, mounding form, stays smaller. 
o Thymus thracicus 'Lavender' (Thyme, Lavender) 5 6 3 12 9 5 5 G 0 R 
~ Fragrance reminds one of Lavender. Labiatae. 
~ Thymus vulgaris 'Argenteus' (Thyme, Silver lavender 6 7 8 10 8 7 7 B H R 
:>;:! 

~ Neat silver-edged leaves. Startling focus in the sunny border. Labiatae. 
< Tiarella cordifolia (Foamflower) white 4 5 12 10 5 5 5 R W 
0 
r- Mat forming woodlander with Heuchera-like leaves. Creamy spires of bloom in spring. Saxifragaceae. 

·~ Tiarella wherryi (Foamflower, Wherry's) rose/white 4 5 10 10 5 5 5 R 
:§ Toothed oval leaves in compact clump. Candle-like spires of creamy flowers. Saxifragaceae. 

Townsendia alpigena (syn. montana, Mt. E. Daisy) purple 4 6 1 3 7 7 7 R X 
Intensely colored fls and compact tufts are perfect for troughs. Asteraceae. 

Townsendia exscapa (Daisy, Easter) white 2 4 1 4 8 8 8 N R X 
Early blooming native with silver mounds. Asteraceae. 

Townsendia rothrockii (Daisy, Lavender Easter) blue-purple 3 5 2 5 7 5 5 EN R 
Mound of bluish purple daisies. Colorado native. Rare plant. Early bloomer. Evergreen. Easy to grow. Asteraceae. 

Tradescantia longipes (Spiderwort) blue 5 8 9 9 7 7 7 R 
Dwarf perennial emerges in late spring. Abundant three-petalled flowers on 3-4 inch stems. Commelinaceae. 

Trillium grandiflorum (Trillium, White) white 4 5 12 8 5 5 5 R 
Showy woodlander thrives in shade with good garden soil. Liliaceae. 

Trillium luteum (Trillium, Yellow) yellow 4 5 10 10 4 4 5 R 
Soft yellow flowers over mottled foliage. Liliaceae. 

Vella spinosa (Spiny Golden Cress) biscuit yellow 4 6 10 12 8 7 6 R 
Very dense dwarf shrub with spiny stems. Biscuit yellow flower in late spring. Brassicaeae. 

Verbascum dumulosum (Mullein, Shrubby) yellow 6 7 10 12 8 7 7 R 
Magnificent mound of woolly foliage. Showy flowers for well drained sunny crevice. Scrophulariaceae. 



Verbena bipinnatifida (Verbena, Dakota) purple 5 9 3 10 8 8 8 N R X 
Native to prairies, mesas, uplands. Low-growing, rounded clusters; reclining stems root in loose soil; self-sows. Rose to 
purple and maroon. Well-drained soil. Verbenaceae. 

Verbena wrightii (Verbena, Wright's) lavender 6 10 10 15 8 7 7 R 
Lavender whorls of bloom through the summer months. Verbenaceae. 

Veronica armena (Speedwell, Armenian) blue 5 6 3 9 7 6 6 R 
Easy plant for well drained sunny locations. Forms a neat mat. Scrophulariaceae. 

Veronica bombycina (Speedwell, White-leaf) blue 5 6 2 6 8 7 7 R 
One of the most silver-leaved plants known. Avoid over-watering. Scrophulariaceae. 

Veronica filiformis (Veronica, Bird's Eye) blue 4 5 1 9 7 6 6 G R 
Rampageous carpet of scalloped, pale-green leaves. Irresistible baby blue flowers. Can easily become a weed. 
Scrophulariaceae. 

Veronica incana (Veronica, Silver) blue 6 7 12 10 7 7 7 B R 
Silvery mats with spikes of pale blue in early summer. Easy for sun or part shade. Scrophulariaceae. 

Veronica latifolia (Veronica, Wide Leaf) blue 5 6 10 12 7 7 7 R 
'Crater Lake' Startling blue mound of starry bloom in late spring. Scrophulariaceae. Selection 'Royal Blue', rich blue 
flowers. 

Veronica liwanensis (Veronica, Turkish) blue 4 6 1 15 8 7 8 G R 
Outstanding mats of dark-green, succulent leaves, very low. Cobalt blooms early summer. Very hardy and versatile. 
Either sun or shade. Scrophulariaceae. 

Veronica orientalis (Veronica, Oriental) blue 5 6 5 12 8 7 7 R 
Gray leaves obscured by cobalt blue flowers in late spring. Exceptional for rock garden. Scrophulariaceae. 

Veronica pectinata (Veronica, Woolly) blue 4 6 3 12 8 7 7 G R 
Choice, dark green feathered mats. Pure blue stars for a long season. Scrophulariaceae. Variety 'Rosea', bright pink fls. 

Veronica repens (Veronica, Creeping) blue 4 5 3 10 8 7 7 G R 
Tight mats of rounded foliage with pale spattering of stars. Scrophulariaceae. 

Veronica tauricola (Veronica, Toros Mt.) blue 4 6 3 12 8 7 7 G R X 
Dense cushions of wavy If and intense blue fls. Scrophulariaceae. 

KEY Sun (l=full shade; 9=full sun) Soil (l=peat, 9=clay) Water (l=wet, 9=dry) 
Type (A=Architectural interest, B=Border; C=good cut flower; D=good dried flower; E= Evergreen; F=Fragrant blooms; 

G= Groundcover; r=rock garden; W=Woodland plant; X=good for dry areas 
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jScientific Name (Common Name) Fl. Color Bloom time Ht. Width Sun Soil Water Type 
Veronica spicata '(Speedwell) red 5 7 12 10 8 7 7 B R 

'Red Fox', reddish-pink spires of bloom over neat mats for front of border. Scrophulariaceae. Selection 'Blue Rug', corn
pact mats of trim foliage and blue spires of bloom 

Veronica thymoides var. pseudocinerea (Ver .. , Thyrneleaf) blue 5 6 1 7 8 7 7 R 
Superlative white foliage plant with deep blue stars. Scrophulariaceae. 

Vinca minor (Periwinkle, Myrtle) blue 3 5 8 18 5 5 5 B G R 
Well known carpeter for cool spots. Apocynaceae. 

Viola adunca (Violet) purple 4 6 3 4 7 7 7 R 
Easily naturalizes. Violaceae. 

Viola bertolonii (Pansy, Wild) lavender 3 5 3 8 6 6 5 R 
Long blooming relative of pansies. Looks appropriate in the wild garden. Violaceae. 

Viola cuneata (Violet, Wedgeleaf) . purple 3 5 5 5 8 7 8 R X 
Needs little or no summer-fall water. Upper petals are purple; lower are blue. Violaceae. 

Viola variegata (Violet, Variegated) pink 3 9 3 3 5 6 5 R 
Round, mottled leaves resemble Cyclamen. Reseeds readily. Violaceae. 

Waldsteinia ternata (Barren Strawberry) yellow 4 5 4 10 4 5 6 G R 
Evergreen three-part leaves. Showy yellow blooms. Outstanding groundcover. Rosaceae. 

Zauschneria californica (Fire Chalice) red 7 10 7 15 8 7 8 R X 
Scarlet trumpets of fuchsia-like bloom for sunny spot in late summer. Showy plant for a dry garden. Attracts humming
birds. Transplant in spring. Onagraceae. 'Solidarity Pink', soft pink flowers. Var. latifolia, scarlet trumpets over silvery 
mounds from midsummer to frost. 

Zauschneria garrettii (Rocky Mountain Fuchsia) red-orange 6 9 10 20 7 6 6 R X 
Profusion of brilliant red trumpet shaped flowers. Low foliage is leathery, sharply toothed. Attracts hummingbirds. 
Transplant in spring. Earliest Zauschneria. Onagraceae. 

Zauschneria septentrionalis (Fuchsia, California) red 7 9 8 18 8 7 6 R 
Spreads by underground sterns. Dwarfed and tufted habit. Forms a neat, non-invasive mound. Onagraceae. 



THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED: 

RECOMMENDED PLANTS FOR BEGINNERS 

by Geoffrey Charlesworth 
AÂhen you finally arrive at rock 

gardening, there seems to be an over
whelming number of plants from 
which to choose. Do more expensive 
plants give more pleasure? Is it better 
to go for the inexpensive ones and get 
more plants for the same money? Shall 
I start with a color scheme in mind? 
Shall I collect a single genus? Shall I 
grow exactly what X or Y is growing? 
(The answer to all these questions is 
No). I started out by wanting a beauti
ful rocky outcrop with colorful mats 
flowing over the rocks and delightful 
buns tucked into pockets of soil 
between the rocks, with a few taller 
plants for variety. My ideal would 
start flowering in early April and con
tinue nonstop through September at 
least. Maybe this is your aim too. How 
to do it? Without some experience, 
growing plants from seed is a lottery 
and hardly a viable way of filling a 
garden as quickly as an eager beginner 
would like. Then there are plant sales 
at the chapter meetings. You can get 
excellent bargains and excellent plants 
too, but it is not a swift and reliable 
way to fil l a garden. You can't expect 
to find at a sale the particular plant 
you have just seen or read about and 

have set your mind on growing. There 
is no point in taking your want list to a 
sale. The chance is too remote that 
anyone else knows what you want or 
could supply it if they did. The best 
way to get something you want is 
from a reliable mail-order nursery, but 
you still may have to adjust your want 
list to what is available. Of course you 
must visit local nurseries too, to find 
out what is available there. The plants 
you buy there will probably establish 
better than plants that have been sub
jected to the indignities of air travel. 
But once you open a mail-order cata
log you realize that the world of plants 
is far bigger than your local nursery 
can handle. 

Here follows a list of plants that are 
"easy." That is they wi l l probably 
prosper if you give them reasonable 
care; they are also easy in the sense 
that they are obtainable. It is not a 
comprehensive plant list for beginners, 
I am recommending plants that I 
would recommend to a friend who 
was just starting out and wanted 
advice to follow or ignore. The virtue 
of these plants is that they were avail
able recently and wi l l probably be 
available for several years, as they all 
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have durable value. I ransacked all the 
catalogs that arrived in January and 
February to look for the plants that 
everybody should grow. Sometimes I 
give the description offered by the 
nursery and sometimes my own expe
rience. There are many other plants 
other than rock garden plants offered, 
but I have included only plants suit
able for a rock garden which has rela
tively good drainage, plenty of sun, 
and is free f r o m the competition of 
shrub and tree roots and large peren
nials with big leaves. Some plants are 
woodlanders and wi l l be described as 
shade plants. You can decide whether 
to have a special woodland area or 
whether to t ry them in the shadier 
spots in your rock garden. In any case, 
the soil for them would need to con
tain more humus and not drain as 
rapidly as for alpines. 

Most of the plants we grow f rom 
seed are species; that is they are plants 
you would expect to find in the wild. 
If an observant gardener finds a plant 
w i t h some unusual quality, such as 
larger than normal f lowers, double 
flowers, or variegated leaves, he or she 
wants to spread i t a round. Plants 
grown f rom seed nearly always vary 
f rom each other and f rom their par
ents, so the only reliable way to propa
gate a special plant is vegetatively—by 
cuttings or d iv i s i on . Such a set of 
plants is called a clone. The best dis
tributers of such clones are nurseries. 
They have the skills and equipment 
needed to produce the hundreds of 
plants of each good fo rm or hybrid 
which wi l l satisfy the nation's garden
ers. Most forms and hybrids are given 
fancy names designatating them as 
having a special quality that most wi ld 
plants don't have. Not only beginners 
but more experienced gardeners are 
always on the lookout for new and 
good forms. I like to try out every new 
plant I can find and afford, to evaluate 

it against my own idea of beauty and 
interest and to see whether it likes the 
conditions in my garden. 

I shall not recommend many clones 
explici t ly because to appreciate an 
unusual form you ought first to know 
what the standard w i l d form looks 
like. But don't be deterred from get
ting a named form—that may be all 
that is available. Besides visitors who 
know only the standard species wil l be 
fascinated to see an unusual color 
form or a dwarf form growing in your 
garden. There is one caveat: if every 
plant in your garden is a large-flow
ered form, a double-flowered form, or 
has variegated leaves, the garden wi l l 
not look very alpine. It w i l l lose its 
innocence and appear artificial. This 
may be the effect you want, and that is 
fine. But if what you really want is a 
natural mountain-top effect, sooner or 
later you wi l l have to grow the species 
plants, and that probably means grow
ing some plants from seed. Nurseries 
also propagate many alpines f rom 
seed, and the absence of a fancy name 
implies that even though the plant 
may have been propagated from cut
tings it is a true species and not a man-
made hybrid. 

In the following descriptions of the 
plants I have quoted excerpts f rom 
some of the fine descriptions of the 
nurseries themselves. A quote from a 
particular nursery doesn't mean that 
the plant is only available there. Some 
nurseries don't write descriptions at 
all. A list of mail-order nurseries fol 
lows and you might want to do some 
comparison shopping, although there 
is no way of comparing quality and 
size without seeing the plants. There 
are also many good nurseries that I 
have never used. More importantly 
there are hundreds of plants a begin
ner could grow, and this list is meant 
to lead you on rather than limit your 
vision. 
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The au tho r s o f these a f f ec t i ona t e 
pu f f s are u n k n o w n and w i l l be desig
nated by a letter showing the name of 
the nursery. But I imagine Baldassare, 
Bet ty A n n , Nancy , Evie , D i c k , Rene, 
Eleanor, M a r t y , and al l the other nurs
ery operators w i l l g ive credi t to their 
wri ters . I t is fascinating h o w di f fe ren t 
eyes no t i ce d i f f e r e n t aspects o f the 
same plant. 
S.= Siskiyou Rare Plant Nursery; 
R.=Rice Creek*; M=Montrose*; 
NG.=Nature ' s Garden; 
C.=Cricklewood; W . = W e D u ; 
Rk.=Rocknoll ; W R . = W o o d l a n d 
Rockery; CA.=Colorado Alpines* [*no 
longer sell ing by mai l—Ed.] A n y 
remark not i n quotes is m y o w n op in 
ion. 

There are several other good nurs
eries selling these plants. The ones •list
ed above have the best descriptions. 

Achillea ageratifolia. " A permanent mat 
of l i t t l e s i l v e r y lance-shaped leaves 
and numerous whi te-peta l led f lowers 
w i t h o f f - w h i t e centers. The whi te -on-
whi t e effect is most appealing." S. " A 
cheerful plant ." WR. There are a n u m 
ber of u se fu l ya r rows . This one is as 
large a p lant as y o u w o u l d w a n t i n a 
small rock garden, and y o u could even 
use i t at the f r o n t of a border. This has 
better f lowers than most. This Achillea 
is of ten called Anthemis aizoon. 

Actinea herbacea: "Large ye l low daisies 
on a d w a r f p lant makes a b r igh t accent 
i n the spr ing garden" R. This plant is 
d e s c r i b e d as a f o r m o f Hymenoxys 
acaulis (see later), w h i c h is essentially a 
h i g h m o u n t a i n cush ion b u t is also a 
plains plant about six inches h i g h and 
takes u p as m u c h space as Aster alpi-
nus. C o u l d even be used as a f r o n t of 
the border plant. 

Aethionema ' W a r l e y R o s e \ " D w a r f 
shrub fo r hot, d r y positions. T i n y col

o r f u l blue-green leaves smothered i n 
rose -p ink . D a p h n e - l i k e blossoms i n 
M a y and June." S. "Evergreen bushlets 
w i t h Daphne-pink rosebuds." Rk. This 
plant is probably a f o r m of A. armena. 
Other aethionemas such as A. pulchel-
lum are just as good, bu t you may have 
to s ta r t t h e m f r o m seed. T h e y m a y 
then self-sow attractively i n cracks and 
crannies. 'Warley Rosev is a good color 
but never produces seedlings fo r me. 

Aethionema grandiflorum: "The steel-
b lue , needle-l ike fo l iage is l ove ly a l l 
winter , and i n spr ing heads of delicate 
pale p i n k f lowers are produced. Give 
i t sun." M . 

Aethionema oppositifolia: "One of the 
t i n i e s t w o o d y s h r u b s k n o w n . A 
de l igh t fu l plant that creates a f la t even 
mat of gray, fleshy, r ound leaves less 
than an i nch h i g h . Short stems carry 
heads of pale lavender f lowers i n very 
early spr ing . A ha rdy p lant f r o m the 
mountains of Lebanon." S. I t has l ived 
for me th rough the harshest of winters 
w i t h o u t p r o t e c t i o n . The l e a f - f l o w e r 
color combinat ion is ravishing, and i t 
blooms w i t h the earliest drabas. I t may 
be listed as Eunomia oppositifolia. 

Ajuga: Don ' t plant ajugas i n your rock 
garden. The only exception migh t be a 
f o r m of Ajuga usually called 'Metallica 
C r i s p a \ " C u r l y bronze leaves. N o n -
s p r e a d i n g . L o o k s l i k e r e d d w a r f 
spinach." R. "Speckled silver and pur
ple cur led and shiny leaves." Rk. " A 
f o x y spec imen p l a n t f o r a p a r t i a l l y 
shady area. It 's composed of congest
ed c r i n k l e d leaves w i t h a p u r p l i s h 
sheen that emit short racemes of deep-
b l u e f l o w e r s . " W R . There is also a 
f o r m w i t h redder leaves. 

Alchemilla alpina: "Dark green fol iage 
w i t h silver edge and reverse." C. This 
is p r imar i l y a foliage plant. The f l o w -
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ers are greeny ye l low. A t its most 
attractive after rain when drops of 
water sit in the upturned umbrellas. 
The leaves are quite large for a small 
rock garden. A. mollis is more often 
seen, but it is far too large and weedy 
for a rock garden. Both species merit 
space only if you are very fond of leafy 
landscapes. 

Anacyclus depressus: "Wheel-like pat
terns of lacy, grayish-green foliage 
develop white, red backed, daisy-like 
blooms at their tips." Rk. There is a 
good reason to get this from a nursery; 
the seed you get f r o m exchanges is 
very rarely viable. This beautiful daisy 
comes from North Africa and southern 
Spain, so you wouldn't expect it to be 
hardy in Massachusetts. I t survives 
and self sows. 

Androsace lanuginosa. " A vigorous, 
easy plant f rom the Himalayas wi th 
silvery trailing stems ending in clus
ters of lavender pink, white-eyed flow
ers. Valued for long summer bloom. 
Zone 4." S. "Easy Himalayan." CA. 
This is one of the few Androsaces that 
are perfectly happy outside. It is not a 
bun and not really a mat, but it needs 
a foot of room to sprawl around. The 
stems don't seem to root down. 

Androsace sarmentosa: "Hardy Hima
layan species wi th hairy, silver foliage 
rosettes that spread by stolons densely 
covered with light pink. Verbena-like 
blossoms in Apr i l and May. Zone 3." 
S. This is the first Androsace to plant 
and a never ending source of delight. 
You can move bits of it around when it 
roots down. There are a number of 
forms equally good. A. primuloides is 
the same or a very s imi lar plant . 
"Makes a patch of furry buttons that 
sends up quantities of pink flowers in 
May. Even out of bloom the silvery 
rosettes are attractive." R. A. semper-

vivoides is neater but not so reliable. 
Anemone x lesseri: "Bright red flowers. 
Wi l l grow to 12" in maturity. Likes a 
moist soil in sun or part shade." R. It 
doesn't actually need moisture. The 
color is unusual since most rock gar
den anemones are white. 

Anemone multifida: "Ful l sun, good 
drainage. Elegant f ine ly d iv ided 
foliage; cream, red or yellow colored 
flowers on long stalks in late spring. 
Native to the rockies." W. 

Anemone nemorosa: " A n endearing 
early spring b looming w i l d f l o w e r 
which carpets woods and shady hi l l 
sides of N . Europe to N.W. Asia. The 
species has lovely white flowers, light 
p ink reverse. Plant the woody r h i 
zomes hor izonta l ly , 2in. deep." S. 
There are several color forms f r o m 
white to deep blue and red, also some 
doubles. A broad sheet of them in a 
woodland w o u l d be great, but the 
pretty forms look good singly in a 
shady part of the rock garden. 

Anemonella thalictroides: "This native 
perennial is happy in a woodland set
ting or in a shaded rock garden. The 
blue-green foliage provides a collar for 
the delicate white to pink flowers. It 
grows from a tuberous root and occa
sionally reblooms in the fall; however 
it disappears during the summer. To 9" 
but usually much shorter. Zones 3-10." 
M . "Extremely delicate in appearance, 
but tough and long-lived in the gar
den. White or pinkish anemone-like 
flowers in earliest spring; often bloom 
sporadically through the season." W. 

Antennaria dioica: "Dwarf carpeting, 
mountain plants, easy in fu l l sun and 
well-drained soil ." S. "Flat silvery-
whi t e mats." Rk. Pussy-toes is a 
spreader but easy to control. The flow
ers of some of the forms are wor th 
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hav ing , the usual species f l o w e r is a 
l i t t le d ingy . I t adds a gray patch to the 
green mats of summer. 

Aquilegia bertolonii: "One of the small
est a n d f i n e s t . L a r g e r i c h b l u e 
u p t u r n e d f l o w e r s " . S. T h e r e are a 
number of m in i a tu r e aquilegias fo r a 
beginner. Taller ones also are at home 
in the rock garden, bu t there is a good 
deal of crossing goes on and the subse
q u e n t s e l f - s o w i n g w i l l g i v e y o u a 
m i x e d bag o f somet imes u n c o n t r o l 
lable seedlings. Some people w a n t this 
effect, bu t once y o u have i t , i t is hard 
to change. 

Aquilegia flabellata: is p r o b a b l y more 
permanent than A. bertolonii. "A w o n 
d e r f u l Japanese nat ive w e l l sui ted to 
our climate. I t g rows to about 15" and 
blooms w i t h blue and wh i t e f lowers i n 
ear ly s p r i n g . The l o v e l y , b lue-green 
foliage is more resistant than most to 
leaf miner . Semi-shade. Zones 3-10." 
M . "Fleshy f r inged foliage produces 3-
4" stems of long-last ing deep blue and 
w h i t e f l o w e r s w i t h r e c u r v e d spurs . 
Blooms early summer . Prefers a cool 
posi t ion." C A . "Prefers a most ly sunny 
s i t e . " W R . N o t e the d i f f e r e n c e s 
between advice f r o m N o r t h Carol ina, 
V a i l , C O . , a n d M i c h i g a n . I n 
Massachuset ts i t doesn ' t m i n d sun . 
There are d w a r f forms, some all whi te . 

Arabis ferdinandi-coburgii 'Var iegata ' : 
" A valuable fo l iage Arabis f o r m i n g a 
m o u n d of neat rosettes of l i n . creamy-
whi te leaves, each w i t h a na r row cen
ter zone of green. W h i t e f lowers on 5 
in . stems." S. Ano the r Arabis y o u can 
get f r o m any local nursery is A. cauca-
sica. T h i s is n o t to be desp i sed b u t 
must be kept t i dy by shearing and not 
a l lowed to ramp unchecked. There is a 
variegated f o r m of this too but Arabis 
ferdinandi-coburgii is neater, though the 
f lowers are not as good. Another name 

for A. caucasica is A. albida, and there is 
a d o u b l e f o r m " w h i c h b l o o m s a l l 
sp r ing and makes an effect l ike pop
corn. A n old-fashioned plant that has 
become rare." R. 

Arenaria montana: " C l o u d s of la rge 
pure wh i t e f lowers smother the p lant 
i n early summer. Att ract ive dark green 
foliage year round . Alps . Zone 5, bu t 
g r o w n i n Zone 4 w i t h win te r mu lch . " 
S. "Myr i ads of wh i t e cup-shaped f l o w 
ers. Foliage is deep green needle-like 
i n mats. Classic rock plant." R. This is 
one of the best sandworts for f lowers . I 
have f o u n d i t i m p e r m a n e n t w i t h o u t 
protection in the Berkshires, bu t I have 
seen i t g r o w i n g v e r y h a p p i l y i n 
H a r t f o r d a l i t t l e b i t s o u t h o f here . 
Arenarias on the w h o l e are easy, bu t 
this one is w o r t h a l i t t le extra trouble. 

Armeria juniperifolia (= A. caespitosa): 
" M i n u t e h u m m o c k s of leaves. L o n g 
las t ing w h i t e f l o w e r s nestle r i g h t on 
the foliage. 2"." R. "Dense buns sprout 
short stems topped w i t h papery, rose-
p i n k f lower -heads . This l i t t l e f e l l o w 
p re fe r s a m o s t l y s u n n y area w i t h a 
w e l l - d r a i n e d s o i l . " W R . "Sphe r i ca l 
p i n k f l o w e r s r i se j u s t a b o v e the 
fo l i age . " C A . W h i t e and p i n k f o r m s 
are first-rate plants. Perhaps the best 
of the t h r i f t s . W h e n i t begins to look 
shabby after a f ew years you can easily 
p r o p a g a t e i t b y p r e s s i n g t u f t s o f 
foliage in to sand. 

Armeria maritima: T h i s is a p l a n t o f 
w ide d is t r ibu t ion on both sides of the 
Atlant ic . I t has whi te , cherry-red, and 
p ink forms. "Foliage makes a fine-tex
tured grassy mat" R. "The f ine , ever
green leaves w i l l f o r m a t ight bun , and 
y o u w i l l be r ewa rded w i t h heads of 
mauve-pink f lowers i n spr ing." M . 

Asarum hartwegii: " T h e c y c l a m e n -
leafed ginger is doubtless one of our 
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best native plants. Green leaves w i t h 
conspicuous s i lver v e i n i n g . Requires 
extra gr i t ty , w o o d l a n d soi l . Succeeds 
even i n Zone 4 t h o u g h usua l ly rated 
zone 6 ." S. Indeed i t is ha rdy fo r us. 
This is a woodlander w i t h large glossy 
leaves, b u t i t m i g h t be h a p p y i n a 
shady, moist spot at the foot of a c l i f f . 

Asperula gussonii: "Compact cushion of 
short, needle-like leaves w h i c h become 
cove red w i t h s m a l l , f r a g r a n t p i n k 
f l o w e r s . " C A " A m i n i - m a t o f d a r k 
green leaves n e a r l y h i d d e n b y the 
abundance of s m a l l , t u b u l a r , f l e s h -
pink blossoms in late spr ing ." WR. 

Asperula sintenisii (= A. nitida va r . 
puberula): "Makes a l i g h t green cush
ion smothered i n a sheet of p i n k tubu
lar star f lowers i n spr ing . Zone 6 " S. 
Actual ly both these asperulas seem to 
be OK in Zone 4-5 i f they are planted 
i n fas t d r a i n i n g scree. K e e p t r y i n g 
unt i l you get one of them established. I 
have heard i t said that hairy-leaved A. 
suberosa w o u l d also survive w i t h p rop
er care but I have on ly been successful 
w i t h this i n the alpine house. 

Aster alpinus: "Daisies i n spr ing above 
clustered leaves" R. Color fo rms vary 
f r o m deep mauve, p i n k and whi te . A t 
least one co lo r s h o u l d be f o u n d i n 
everybody 's ga rden . No te tha t most 
other asters b loom i n the fa l l and this 
distinguishes them f r o m Erigeron. 

Astilbe chinensis ' P u m i l a ' : " A near ly 
f l a t mat of h e a v i l y dissected fo l iage 
and 10-12" spikes of f u z z y , shocking-
pink blossoms. A dependable summer 
bloomer for a par t ia l ly shady rock gar
d e n . " W R . O r y o u can p u t i t i n a 
woodland setting where i t is vigorous 
enough to fend fo r itself. Mos t of the 
Astilbe cu l t iva rs o n l y look r i g h t i n a 
border or f o r m a l w o o d l a n d garden; 
this one has a na tu ra l look bu t gives 

lots of color at a l o w point i n the year. 
Aubrieta deltoidea: "Classic rock plants" 
S. The forms of this species are legion 
and splendid. Plant several to f i n d out 
whether you like the reds or the lilacs 
and near blues. The one w i t h variegat
ed fol iage was easier to establish for 
me t h a n m a n y of the h y b r i d s f r o m 
England. They are easy enough f r o m 
seed, but y o u w i l l get some of the less 
clear colors. I f y o u succeed w i t h g row
i n g this species f r o m seed, go on to 
other species of Aubrieta w h i c h are less 
f lashy but very good plants. 

Aurinia saxatilis: B a s k e t - o f - G o l d is 
obtainable at any local nursery. There 
are some color forms, pale ye l low and 
even a b u f f co lor . A l s o d o u b l e a n d 
compact forms. "Pale moonl igh t -go ld 
f lowers. Soft gray-green foliage." Rk. 

Bolax glebaria: " G l o s s y g r e e n l ea f 
rosettes make an in t r igu ing armor-l ike 
pad. Li t t le ye l low f lowers ." S. "Tough, 
plast ic-l ike, glossy green fol iage pro
duces a low, spreading mat." C A . True 
fo r both the normal size plant and the 
t iny leaf variety. I n shade the "pad" is 
more lax but is a refined g round cover 
l ike an out -of- f lower mossy saxifrage. 

Callirhoe involucrata: " F u l l sun; good 
d r a i n a g e . M i d w e s t e r n n a t i v e . 
Procumbent p l an t w i t h l o n g t r a i l i n g 
stems, f o r m i n g a loose mat. Beaut i ful , 
s i lky wine-colored f lowers over a long 
per iod i n midsummer ." W. Winecups 
is t he c o m m o n n a m e . I t s p r a w l s 
a round the rock garden w i t h o u t do ing 
much harm to its neighbors. 

Campanula barbata: " F l a t f o l i a g e 
rosette, pale blue fussy bel l f lowers . " 
C. This is a short- l ived perennial and 
may be biennial i n your garden, but i t 
seeds around sensibly. 

Campanula carpatica: A v e r y depend-
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able campanula , a l i t t l e on the large 
side bu t w e l l w i t h i n acceptable size for 
a rock garden or a w a l l garden. I t w i l l 
self sow quite readi ly and forms exten
sive colonies b u t also w i l l sow itself 
charmingly i n crevices that are other
wise unplantable. " I t b looms a l l sum
mer just l ike an annual" . R. "Compact 
tuf ts of heart-shaped leaves." Rk. The 
whi te f o r m is pret ty, too. 

Campanula cochlearifolia: "Fa i ry c h i l 
d r e n o f d u s k y b l u e o n 2" s t ems . 
Spreads i n t o a n i c e p a t c h . " R. 
" P r o f u s e , d a i n t y , b e l l - s h a p e d l i g h t 
b l u e f l o w e r s . N e e d s w e l l - d r a i n e d 
s o i l . " C A . I n m y exper ience i t r u n s 
around at r andom invad ing bu t rarely 
h a r m i n g other plants . I t may die out 
so let i t go where i t th inks best. Some 
forms are d i f f i c u l t to establish. 

Campanula kemulariae: " A n easy, va lu 
able g roundcover and w a l l p l a n t f o r 
shade, unde r shrubs, even i n d r y i s h 
so i l . F r o m a c r eep ing roo t s tock rise 
t u f t s o f s h i n y leaves a n d f o o t - l o n g 
p e n d u l o u s stems c a r r y i n g m a n y b i g 
open blue bells i n June." S. "Showers 
o f deep l a v e n d e r b e l l s j u s t a b o v e 
attractive glossy leaves." R. "Toothed 
leaves and decumbent 10-12" stems of 
good- s ized b lu i sh -mauve bells. I t is 
best g r o w n i n a sunny w a l l , or where 
i t can cascade over rocks." WR. I have 
i t g r o w i n g a n d m i n g l i n g w i t h 
Geranium dalmaticum and bo th survive 
the i r close r e l a t i o n s h i p . The b lue is 
good and goes w e l l w i t h the p i n k of 
the Geranium, the color m a y depend 
on soil and exposure. I n another raised 
bed i t f l o w s poetical ly over the sunny 
side bu t also tries to creep backwards 
into the drabas and other small f r y . I t 
has to be per iodica l ly restrained. 

Chrysanthemum weyrichii : "Large p ink 
daisies h u g the sh iny deep green car
p e t i n g f o l i a g e i n la te s u m m e r . " R. 

"Year r ound a neat spreading plant of 
cut sh in ing green leaves and i n sum
mer 3" w i d e p i n k daisies on 4" stems. 
Idea l r u n n i n g t h r o u g h crevices o f a 
sunny w a l l . " S. "Dar l i ng p ink daisies." 
Rk. "Leathery, glossy green fo l iage ." 
C A . "a spat ter ing of p i n k , da isy- l ike 
b l o s s o m s i n la te s u m m e r . " W R . I t 
a lways takes me b y surpr ise i n m i d 
July. I t hugs a large rock next to a path 
and runs along the base i n a long line 
n o t t r y i n g to i n v a d e the p a t h . The 
f lowers are summery p ink but the size 
of f a l l chrysanthemums, and i t looks 
l i k e a r o c k p l a n t , n o t a b e d d i n g 
chrysanthemum. 

Chrysogonum virginianum: " Y e l l o w 
da is ies above b r i g h t g reen f o l i a g e 
mats . " R. " T h i s is a s p l e n d i d l o n g -
b looming native plant w h i c h is happy 
in sun or shade. I t produces br ight yel 
low f lowers f r o m early spring th rough 
f a l l a n d is n e a r l y e v e r g r e e n w i t h 
leaves disappearing only after extreme 
cold ." M . "Six inch quarter sized gold 
but tons . A p r i l to f ro s t . " Rk. " L a v i s h 
c l u m p s o f h a i r y g r e e n leaves a n d 
b r i g h t - y e l l o w f l o w e r s . . . w e l l - d r a i n e d 
soil that leans towards the acid end of 
the scale. I t should do fa i r ly w e l l i n a 
m o s t l y s u n n y g a r d e n i f i t is n o t 
a l l o w e d to go b o n e - d r y d u r i n g the 
summer." WR. A composite w i t h lots 
of character and a useful carpet-former 
at the edge of a w o o d . The l o w f o r m is 
superior and more commonly found . 

Claytonia virginica: "A delicate nat ive 
p l a n t , less t h a n a f o o t h i g h w h i c h 
thrives i n shade or sun. G r o w i n g f r o m 
a c o r m , i t makes a b r i e f appearance 
f r o m w i n t e r i n t o v e r y ear ly s p r i n g . 
The f l ower s w h i c h are p i n k or w h i t e 
w i t h p i n k s t r i pe s are p r o d u c e d i n 
racemes." M . 

Cotoneaster apiculata: A g o o d s m a l l 
shrub for a small garden. Plant i t next 

237 



to a rock and wa tch i t m o u l d itself to 
cover the rock. T o m T h u m b ' is a good 
d w a r f f o r m ; " A n e l f i n f o r m of the 
'C ranber ry Cotoneaster" w i t h d a i n t y 
near-oval leaves. Qui te s low g r o w i n g , 
b u t w i l l root where its l i t t le branches 
t o u c h the g r o u n d a n d f o r m a s m a l l 
mat after a f ew years." WR. 

Cyclamen hederifolium: "Makes colonies 
of marbled leaves." R. "This is one of 
the h a r d i e s t species. The b e a u t i f u l 
leaves are in f in i t e ly variable even on a 
s ing l e p l a n t a n d the w h i t e o r p i n k 
f l o w e r s are p r o d u c e d o c c a s i o n a l l y 
d u r i n g the summer and i n abundance 
throughout the f a l l . " M . Y o u may have 
t rouble w i t h cyclamen i f animals dis
cover the corms. The w r o n g combina
t i o n o f c o l d a n d w e t m a y dec ima te 
t h e m , b u t g r o w n i n the r i g h t p lace 
there is n o t h i n g to c o m p a r e w i t h a 
sweep of C. hederifolium or i n a warmer 
spot, C. coum. 

Cytisus decumbens: " L o w shrub, 6-10" 
ta l l b y 3-4' w i d e . Br igh t y e l l o w f l o w 
ers." C A . There are a number of good 
rock garden b rooms . Some w i l l p ro 
v i d e m e d i u m - s i z e d shrubs f o r large 
accent. Some are spiny. A good h y b r i d 
w h i c h some catalogs have sometimes 
is C. x kewensis. G r o w something near 
brooms that self- sows a l i t t le , such as 
Erinus alpinus or Chaenorrhinum oregan-
ifolium, so t h a t w h e n the s h r u b 
e x p a n d s y o u w o n ' t need to rescue 
anyth ing precious. 

Daphne cneorum: A lovely sweet scent
ed l o w shrub. A f t e r D. mezereum this is 
the mos t o f t e n seen i n gardens and 
therefore has less rar i ty value than the 
cult species that can be troublesome to 
g r o w and hard to f i n d . But i t is proba
b ly the best of t hem a l l . Daphne mez
ereum is one o f t h e f i r s t p l a n t s to 
f lower i n the who le garden and there
f o r e w o r t h k e e p i n g i n s p i t e o f i t s 

s l igh t ly weedy habit. Daphne cneorum 
never misbehaves except to die o f f i n 
patches w i t h o u t adequate explanation. 
"Covered w i t h masses of intensely f ra
grant p i n k f lowers ." CA. 

Delosperma nubigenum: "Fu l l sun; good 
drainage. Very low-spreading; succu
lent, ye l lowish foliage; b r igh t ye l low-
orange f lowers i n June." W. "This suc
c u l e n t - l e a v e d p l a n t m a k e s a f i n e 
g round cover i n a sunny location. I t is 
d r o u g h t to le rant and n o n - invas ive , 
p r o d u c i n g b r i g h t y e l l o w f l o w e r s i n 
spr ing . The v i v i d green fol iage turns 
red i n the win te r sun. I t is 1" h igh and 
ha rdy enough to g r o w i n the Denver 
Botanic Garden." M . Yes i t is hardy for 
us, t oo . O t h e r d e l o s p e r m a s , S o u t h 
A f r i c a n natives, are not hardy here but 
are w o r t h t r y ing a li t t le fu r ther south. 
T r y for instance D. cooperi. " H a r d y i n 
Denver but not i n V a i l . " CA. 

Dianthus: G r o w several of the a lpine 
species, fo r instance D. freynii ("s t i f f , 
gray-green leaves." CA. ) D. gratianopo-
litanus ( " T i g h t cu sh ions , f r a g r a n t " 
CA. ) , D. microlepis ("t ight carpet, near
ly stemless."R. "Green, cu rved , nee
d l e - l i k e l eaves . " C A . ) D . nitidus 
( " B r i g h t g reen rose t tes . . sh iny p i n k 
f lowers . .dark ca lyx" C A ) . D . petraeus 
ssp. noeanus ("spiny buns...reminiscent 
of sh immer ing f i reworks . "WR. "whi te 
f r i n g e d f l o w e r s . " R . ) , D . simulans 
("tufts like pincushions". R.). D. suba-
caulis ("gray-green..nice p i n k " C A ) I f 
y o u d o n ' t m i n d l o s ing a p l a n t soon 
a f te r i t b looms w i t h on ly a s p o r t i n g 
chance o f h a v i n g i t a second year , 
g r o w D. alpinus. A l s o g r o w a f e w of 
the many d w a r f hybrids such as 'Li t t le 
Joe\ ' M a r s \ 'T iny Rubies' (" t iny dou
ble rosy ca rna t ions" R), b u t no t the 
larger hybr ids , unless y o u can f i n d a 
place i n the border for them. A n y t h i n g 
that looks l ike a carnation looks w r o n g 
near rock plants. D. deltoides has some 
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g o o d co lo r f o r m s b u t can become a 
nu isance w h e n i t p r o d u c e s endless 
seedlings of ind i f fe ren t colors. 

Dicentra cuccularia: " D u t c h m a n ' s 
Breeches. S n o w y f l o w e r s l i k e l i t t l e 
p a n t a l o o n s h u n g o u t to d r y i n the 
A p r i l w o o d s . " R. "Racemes of n o d 
d i n g , 2 - spu r r ed w h i t e f l o w e r s . " W . 
Wha t y o u get are t i ny rhizomes. Plant 
these, watch the leaves disappear and 
understand that y o u w i l l have to w a i t 
u n t i l n e x t A p r i l t o see t h e m . 
M e a n w h i l e , they s i t f o r mos t o f the 
year jus t u n d e r g r o u n d , so m a r k the 
spot and d o n ' t d i s t u r b or slice t h e m 
inadvertently. 

Dodecatheon meadia: " D e l i g h t f u l cycla
men-l ike w h i t e or pale p i n k f lowers on 
a t a l l sp ike i n M a y ; basal rosette of 
n a r r o w leaves." W . "Robus t eastern 
species t h a t r e t a in s the f i r m g r e e n 
leaves w e l l in to summer." S. Y o u w i l l 
need a location that retains some mois
ture fo r this. Everybody should g r o w 
some representative of the emblematic 
genus of NARGS, and this is one of the 
easier species i n the East. D. pulchellum 
is OK, too. 

Draba dedeana: "Pure w h i t e f lowers on 
2" stems. Sma l l , w i d e b r i s t l e - t i p p e d 
leaves. Spain and the Pyrenees. One of 
the best species. Zone 4 ." S. M o s t of 
the wh i t e drabas are rather d u l l plants, 
and the good drabas are nearly a l l yel 
low, so this has t w o advantages. 

Draba lasiocarpa: "Forms a small h u m 
m o c k of m o s t u n i q u e f o l i a g e . S t i f f , 
green, pine needle leaves. Racemes of 
pale y e l l o w . Eastern E u r o p e m o u n 
ta ins . Z o n e 5."S. Z o n e 4 is O K too . 
Draba oligosperma: "Small , r i g i d , gray-
green leaves f o r m t ight rosettes w h i c h 
h u d d l e together i n a h a r d cush ion . " 
C A . These are j u s t t w o o f m a n y 
species of draba b l o o m i n g before the 

c r o c u s a n d i n t o M a y . Get s e v e r a l 
species to compare the t ight foliage of 
the buns and mats. I f y o u succumb to 
D r a b a m a n i a y o u w i l l g r a d u a t e t o 
g r o w i n g them f r o m seed. Some need 
protect ion f r o m win t e r wet , bu t most 
are hardy th rough the wors t weather. 

Draba sibirica: " is one of the easiest 
species to g r o w i n a m o s t l y s u n n y 
site."WR. A n d therefore needs a spe
cial m e n t i o n , because i t makes qui te 
extensive mats and not just t iny buns. 

Dryas octopetala: "Easy and beau t i fu l . 
Large w h i t e f l o w e r s and s i l k y seed 
heads. M o s t a t t ract ive dark , m o t t l e d 
foliage makes a neat g round cover." S. 
"Evergreen creeper w i t h large w h i t e 
f lowers l ike single roses. Leaves l ike 
m i n i a t u r e oak leaves." R. P r o b a b l y 
best i n a sandy scree i n our c l imate . 
Some gardeners g row enormous mats 
of Dryas, bu t mine gets damaged each 
w i n t e r a n d takes t i m e to r e v i v e i n 
spring. 

Edraianthus graminifolius: "A s tunning 
crevice p lant fea tur ing especially t h i n 
grassy green fo l iage . The v io le t -b lue 
f l o w e r s are a b u n d a n t on p r o s t r a t e 
stems." S. There are many subspecies 
of E. graminifolius f r o m d i f fe ren t geo
graph ic locat ions w i t h sma l l d i f f e r 
ences. A l l the k inds I have g r o w n have 
been excellent, and the abundant self-
sowing they do is welcome. E. pumilio 
is even pret t ier b u t not so amenable. 
" B e a u t i f u l v i o l e t - p u r p l e t rumpe t s i n 
late spr ing." CA. 

Erica carnea: There are so many v a r i 
eties of heathers that some nurseries 
special ize i n Calluna and Erica, a n d 
devotees f o r m societies to exchange 
c u l t i v a r s and c u l t u r a l i n f o r m a t i o n . 
Plant a few specimen plants at f i rs t to 
test y o u r site f o r s o i l ( i t s h o u l d be 
peaty and never d r y ou t to ta l ly) and 
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cl imate (some member of the f a m i l y 
w i l l g r o w i n most parts of the US and 
C a n a d a ) . C o l l e c t i n g f o r m s can be 
addictive. 

Erigeron compositus: " B r i g h t lavender 
f l o w e r s o n d w a r f d o w n y f o l i a g e d 
plant an inch h i g h . " R. Y o u can expect 
to get a plant of £. compositus at most 
plant sales. Since i t is variable, a plant 
f r o m a mail-order nursery is probably 
go ing to be a good f o r m . I n any case 
y o u should plant several fo rms of this 
western daisy. 

Erigeron scopulinum: 'Rock crevices. 
S m a l l w h i t e d a i s i e s . E x c e l l e n t f o r 
t roughs ' . S. The smal l leaves make a 
t ight mat, and the daisies are not very 
numerous bu t look just r ight . 

Erinus alpinus: "Rose purp le f lowers" . 
Rk. W i l l self sow in to cracks and cran
nies, bu t i t is small enough to be harm
less to most of its neighbors. There are 
wh i t e and p ink forms. 

Eriogonum umbellatum: " A n attractive 
mat of green, silver-backed leaves and 
tal l stems of cream f lowers i n July." S. 
"Can f o r m mats or sub-shrubs." CA. I t 
is very variable w i t h fo rms of d i f f e r i n g 
size, color and habit. But i t one of the 
easier buckwheats. 

Erysimum kotschyanum: "This excellent 
p l a n t soon f o r m s carpets o f y e l l o w 
over t i gh t fol iage. A n easy and v a l u 
able p lant for any sunny pos i t ion ." S. 
Most erys imums are short l ived , even 
biennial . This one is "permanent" and 
divides easily to spread around. I have 
never f o u n d seedlings though. Its dis
advantage is that i t resembles a draba, 
and one w o u l d l ike d i f fe ren t genera to 
look different . 

Genista delphinensis: "Shor t f la t tened 
s tems m a k e a n i n t e r e s t i n g e f f e c t . 

Y e l l o w b r o o m f l o w e r s . Zone 4 ." S. 
This plant makes a mat that is impossi
ble to weed. I f weeds get out of hand 
y o u w i l l have to d i g up pieces and 
replant them. But i t is we l l wor th hav
ing for its w inged stems and cheerful 
color. Another good easy broom is G. 
dalmatica. The leaves are spiny, but not 
ferocious, complicating weeding. 

Gentiana acaulis: "Gorgeous deep blue 
trumpets i n late spring. Creeping ever
g r e e n ma t s o f rose t te f o l i a g e . " S. 
"Royal blue t rumpe t f lowers i n early 
sp r ing . "CA. Several subspecies of G. 
acaulis exist w i t h different sized leaves, 
usually f r o m di f ferent locations in the 
Alps . Some people have had d i f f i cu l ty 
i n f i n d i n g the r ight place in the garden 
to produce the trumpets. 

Gentiana scabra: "Usua l l y p r o d u c i n g 
p r o c u m b e n t stems w i t h many large 
b r i l l i a n t b lue f l o w e r s i n September 
and October. W o n d e r f u l draped over a 
rock." W. " A n exquisite fa l l b looming 
gentian f r o m Japan. Very late season, 
deep-b lue f l o w e r s c lus t e red at the 
stem tips m a k i n g a s t r ik ing scene set 
against fa l l en a u t u m n leaves." S. " A 
fine October-blooming gentian w i t h a 
somewhat candelabra-like pat tern of 
g r o w t h . I t s h o u l d be a l l o w e d more 
than one season's g r o w t h to produce 
its love ly up tu rned f lowers of blue." 
W R . A l l t rue , b u t i n the Berkshires 
three factors must be reckoned w i t h : 
leaves m a y cover the f lowers ; early 
f r o s t s m a y damage them; deer are 
po ised at the edge of the garden i n 
search of G. scabra. 

Gentiana septemfida: " D a r k blue , late 
s u m m e r f l o w e r s i n b i g clusters ." S. 
"Nar row, bell-shaped, dark blue f low
ers f o r m i n t e r m i n a l c lus ters ." C A . 
There are gentians for all seasons, and 
this is about the best of the summer 
bloomers. 
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Geranium dalmaticum: " M o u n d s o f 
sh in ing green, aromatic leaves, t in ted 
cr imson i n a u t u m n , are smothered i n 
c l ea r -p ink f l o w e r s i n s u m m e r . " S. " 
Plant this i n a most ly sunny area w i t h 
o the r m i d - s i z e d possess ions ." W R . 
There is a lso a w h i t e f o r m . G i v e i t 
p lenty of space to make a carpet a ya rd 
across. G e r a n i u m s on the w h o l e are 
overbearing i n a rock garden, bu t this 
one is w e l l behaved and lovely. 

Geranium sanguineum is no t to be let 
loose i n a small garden, bu t there is a 
f o r m 'Lancastriense" w h i c h is near ly 
allowable. "Pale p i n k f lowers , 6" mat." 
C. " L i g h t p i n k w i t h darker veins."WR 

Gypsophila cerastioides: " L o w mounds 'of 
r o u n d e d v e l v e t y leaves. I n s u m m e r 
large wh i t e cup-shaped f lowers striped 
pink. Best i n r ich scree or t rough." S. 

Gypsophila repens: ' C r e e p i n g Baby ' s 
breath has mul t i tudes of quarter- inch 
f lowers and b looms f o r weeks i n late 
s p r i n g " R. " D a i n t y p i n k f lowers . "Rk. 
N o r m a l l y whi te , good forms are p ink , 
but not of ten a very strong color. " L o w 
haze of pink. . .effect ive i n a cascading 
posit ion. "WR. 

Helianthemum nummularium: 
" D e l i g h t f u l f l o w e r s d i sp lay i n sunny 
c o l o r s . " S. M o s t o f t h e species 
h e l i a n t h e m u m s are y e l l o w . T h i s 
species is ve ry variable and scores of 
color f o r m s are available. The leaves, 
too, can va ry f r o m green to gray. They 
also v a r y i n hardiness, and y o u may 
w a n t to take cutt ings of the ones y o u 
are f o n d of. I n any case a g iven plant is 
un l ike ly to last more than t w o seasons, 
but they are so co lo r fu l that i t is w o r t h 
t r y i n g to keep them. A l l o w at least one 
to t w o feet across fo r f i n a l size. 

Hepatica: "Some of the most beau t i fu l 

and earliest of spr ing f l ower ing plants 
for r ich leaf m o l d soil i n the wood land 
garden. Good drainage is a must ." S. " 
Very early i n spr ing the blue or wh i t e 
b l o s s o m s e m e r g e a n d o p e n i n the 
s u n . " R. T h e r e are t w o N o r t h 
A m e r i c a n species H. americana 
("Leaves w i t h r o u n d e d lobes o f t e n 
m o t t l e d . " W . ) a n d H. acutiloba (" 
Evergreen leaves w i t h three sha rp ly 
pointed lobes." W.) w h i c h seem to d i f 
fer on ly i n leaf shape. There are many 
v a r i a t i o n s i n f o r m . H. nobilis is the 
European species; i t has bigger f lowers 
and more varieties. Rarer is H. transyl-
vanica and its h y b r i d H. x ballardii. A n y 
one of them could be tr ied i n a shady 
rock garden, even though a wood land 
setting is more l ike home. 

Heuchera hallii: " A petite alpine f r o m 
Pikes Peak i n Colorado. Slender stems 
of t i n y w h i t e b e l l s a b o v e l i t t l e 1" 
leaves." S. The border coral bells look 
w r o n g i n a rock garden, and the larger 
species are be t t e r at the edge o f a 
wood land garden, bu t there are a f ew 
suitable alpine species. I t doesn't m i n d 
sun. 

Hippocrepis comosa: "Heads of y e l l o w 
pea-l ike b looms are generously p r o 
duced on a f la t mat of green pinnate 
foliage. "WR. 

Houstonia caerulea: "Sun or part shade; 
g o o d s o i l . T i n y t u f t s o f e v e r g r e e n 
leaves; s o l i t a r y ra ther large pale to 
m e d i u m b lue f l ower s on long stalks; 
blooms p r imar i l y i n A p r i l or May , bu t 
at least i n the South, sporadical ly a l l 
year." W . For us i t grows w i l d i n f u l l 
sun, grass meadow, poor soil . Bluets, 
or Quaker Ladies, is de l igh t fu l . I f y o u 
move a good color f o r m into the gar
den i t fades away, seeming to prefer 
the crowded meadow. 

Hylomecon japonicum: " E a r l y s p r i n g 

241 



y e l l o w p o p p i e s . E l e g a n t p i n n a t e 
leaves. A beau t i fu l herbaceous peren
nia l native to Japanese woodlands ." S. 
I t resembles Chelidonium majus, the 
weedy celandine poppy , bu t is shorter, 
prettier, fewer f lowers and not weedy. 

Hymenoxys acaulis: "Rocky m o u n t a i n 
native w i t h dense tuf t s of s i lky, w o o l l y 
leaves." C A . This love ly y e l l o w com
p o s i t e is n o t a l w a y s a " b e g i n n e r ' s 
plant ," there are so many fo rms f r o m 
h i g h a l p i n e to t u b b y G r e a t P l a i n s 
k inds . I f i t l ives and b looms th rough 
its f i rs t summer, collect seed and sow 
it next winter . 

Hypoxis hirsuta: " Y e l l o w Star Grass. 
Sun or part shade; ord inary loam." W. 
A n i r i s r e l a t i v e l i k e a s m a l l y e l l o w 
Sisyrinchium. 

Iberis saxatilis: "Dense m a t 2-3" 
ta l l . "CA. I l ike al l the iberis I have ever 
g r o w n . 

Iberis sempervirens: " M o u n d s of wh i t e 
i n sp r ing and deep green masses the 
rest of the year are indispensable i n 
the rock garden." R. C a n d y t u f t w h i t e 
is b r igh t and clean, m a k i n g this a very 
u s e f u l f o i l f o r too busy or too d rab 
color schemes. 

Iris cristata: "A w o o d l a n d d w a r f f r o m 
eas tern A m e r i c a . R u n n i n g h a b i t i n 
loose h u m u s y s o i l . D e c i d u o u s . " S. 
" S k y - b l u e f l o w e r s o n 4" s tems ." R. 
"Give i t a l i t t le sun and w e l l dra ined 
soi l . " M . "Should f o r m nice l i t t le d r i f t s 
i n a h u r r y . " W R U s u a l l y b lue . M a n y 
color forms have been selected inc lud
ing a vigorous whi t e . I t w i l l tolerate a 
rock garden bu t wants to r u n a round 
and prefers the edge of the wood land . 
I f i t has good roots, p lan t i t w i t h the 
rhizome top showing above ground . I f 
the root system is weak, plant i t slight
l y covered to keep i t stable. The r h i 

zome has to be horizontal . 
Lavandula angustifolia: Lavenders are 
good shrub substitutes i n a small rock 
garden, especially i n their m i n i a t u r e 
forms. I n t ime they g row too bu lky , so 
keep t h e m t r i m m e d back a n d neat-
look ing d u r i n g the spr ing clean-up. 

Leontopodium alpinum: " G r a y - g r e e n 
foliage covered w i t h w o o l l y hair bears 
t h i c k , w h i t e w o o l l y b r ac t s o n 10" 
s t ems . E u r o p e a n c lass i c . " C A . 
E v e r y b o d y has to g r o w edelweiss at 
least once to impress one's non-gar
dening friends. I f y o u like i t , go on to 
the more r e f i ned L. nivale and m a n y 
other species. 

Lewisia cotyledon: "Our glorious native 
is considered one of the best. S t r ik ing 
fleshy leaves often crinkled or notched. 
Numerous spring f lowers i n a rainbow 
o f p o s s i b l e s e e d l i n g c o l o r s ( p i n k , 
w h i t e , orange, sa lmon) o f t e n candy-
s t r iped . Needs perfect drainage, g r i t 
around the c rown. Af te rnoon shade of 
rocks." S. " G r o w i n h u m u s and g r i t . 
L i k e s p a r t shade a n d a c i d s o i l . " R . 
" L i k e s w e l l - d r a i n e d s o i l or scree. 
A v o i d winter wet ." CA. Y o u must t ry 
out many places i n your garden i f at 
f i r s t y o u are unsuccessful. W h e n y o u 
f i n d the r ight spot, expect an unimag-
ined burst of pr ide and pleasure. 

Lilium pumilum: "The cora l l i l y is a 
d e l i g h t f u l , smal l p lan t sui table fo r a 
rock garden. I t b looms i n late spr ing 
w i t h small , scarlet Turk ' s cap f lowers 
and does w e l l i n sun or pa r t shade. 
One-and-a-hal f - fee t t a l l . " M . Th is is 
one of the few lilies that look w e l l i n a 
rock garden, bu t y o u have to remem
ber tha t even a sma l l l i l y is a large 
p l a n t c o m p a r e d w i t h the mats a n d 
buns that predominate . Place i t w i t h 
this i n m i n d . 

Linum flavum: "Sunny ye l l ow f lowers 
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and l u s h b road- leaved fo l i age make 
this a notable p lant i n late spr ing." R. 
Another good ye l low is L. capitatum. 

Linum capitatum: " A robust and free-
f l o w e r i n g species f r o m the mountains 
of B u l g a r i a . Dense heads of s izable 
r ich ye l low f lowers . " S. 

Lithodora oleifolia: " A splendid wander
er f r o m the Pyrenees w i t h t u f t s o f 
ha i ry gray-green leaves spreading by 
underground stolons. Pink buds open 
to large opalescent blue f lowers . Quite 
h a r d y i n loose, r i c h , n e u t r a l to l i m e 
soil. Zone 5". S. W h e n y o u f i rs t see L. 
diffusa 'Grace W a r d v y o u w i l l certainly 
w a n t to g r o w it for its r ich blue f l o w 
ers. I t is tender i n m y climate bu t occa
s i o n a l l y w o r t h a one-year s t and . L . 
oleifolia is a more f a i t h f u l companion. 

Mentha requieni: " P u r p l e , moss- l ike , 
a r o m a t i c . M o i s t s o i l or pa r t - shade , 
h a l f - h a r d y . " N G . T h i s is a t i n y m i n t 
f r o m Corsica w i t h the most del icious 
smel l w h e n y o u c ru sh the leaves or 
w a l k o n i t . I t n e a r l y a l w a y s comes 
back each s p r i n g , even t h o u g h n o t 
really hardy, either by self sowing or 
by stoloniferous roots w h i c h survive. 

Mitchella repens: "This beau t i fu l native 
plant is a w o n d e r f u l g round cover i n 
shaded r o c k g a r d e n s or w o o d l a n d 
areas. I t b looms i n spr ing w i t h pairs of 
smal l , w h i t e f l o w e r s f o l l o w e d by red 
berries. The d a r k green leaves are a 
del ight th roughout the year. Zones 3-
8." M . "Smal l leather-l ike da rk green 
leaves w i t h a paler m i d - v e i n ; charm
i n g p a i r e d w h i t e f l o w e r s d e n s e l y 
p u b e s c e n t i n s i d e . " W . " P a r t r i d g e -
b e r r y is a w e e c reeper t h a t s l o w l y 
f o r m s a f lat-as-a-pancake pa tch i n a 
woodsy, shady, s l ight ly acid site."WR 
W i l d i n our woods . 

Orostachys iwarenge: "Bouquet of gray 

roses s i t t ing f lat on the ground."Rk 
Orostachys aggregatum: " S u c c u l e n t 
rosettes somewhere between pea and 
jade green."WR. 

Orostachys furusei: " S p r e a d i n g b l u e 
rosettes that send u p smokestacks of 
d u s t y rose f l o w e r s i n O c t o b e r . I t 
d o e s n ' t l o o k h a r d y b u t i t is . F r o m 
Japan." R. O h w i (Flora of Japan) says 
these plants are d i f f e r en t and should 
be called sedums. Perhaps they look 
more l ike semperv ivums . They get a 
lot of at tention i n f lower , though y o u 
could hard ly call them f lamboyant . 

Orostachys spinosum: " I n t r i c a t e l y 
scaled, heavily spined globes, up to 2" 
across" R. The sp ines are n o t v e r y 
f r i g h t e n i n g and the f l o w e r s t em is 
phal l ic . U n l i k e O.furusei, this doesn't 
spread b y s to lons . The roset te t ha t 
f lowers w i l l die, bu t usually there are 
o f f s e t s t ha t g r o w to m a k e a l a r g e r 
plant next season. 

Papaver miyabeanum: "Japanese. 
Related to the Iceland poppy bu t more 
heat tolerant. Gray-green basal leaves; 
b e a u t i f u l delicate w h i t e f l ower s . " W . 
"Lemon ye l low f lowers over interest
ing compact fol iage."CA This p o p p y is 
i n the nudicaule g roup , usual ly a l o w 
g r o w i n g plant. 

Penstemon davidsonii: "Creeping ever
g r e e n m a t s . S m a l l r o u n d leaves . 
L a v e n d e r to p u r p l e f r o m the 
Cal i fornia sierras." S. The most perma
nent of the penstemons are the 'shrub-
by v g roup . The stems are w o o d y and 
the leaves t ry to stay green al l w in te r 
but of ten lose the battle to cold winds . 
Don ' t cut o f f the damaged stems un t i l 
a f t e r f l o w e r i n g . The p l an t s u s u a l l y 
recover t h e i r g o o d looks exac t ly at 
f l o w e r i n g t i m e . A h a n d k e r c h i e f o f 
s p u n po lyes te r spread over a p l a n t 
and held d o w n w i t h stones helps w i t h 
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the winter -k i l l problem. 
Penstemon fruticosus: " M i n i a t u r e ever
green shrub le t " . R. "6-12" t a l l w i t h 
b l u e to l a v e n d e r f l o w e r s . " C A . 
A n o t h e r s h r u b b y p e n s t e m o n w i t h 
m a n y f o r m s . Some o f t h e m can be 
bushes t w o feet across. O n the whole 
easier t h a n m o s t m e m b e r s o f t h i s 
group. 

Penstemon hirsutus T y g m a e u s ' : 
"Rosettes of summer green and win ter 
bronze foliage as w e l l as viole t f lowers 
i n s p r i n g . " M . " A l i t t l e g u y w i t h 
smokey-mauve blossoms on compact 
5-6" stems. "WR. This is one of the east
e rn p e n s t e m o n s ( n o n - w o o d y ) . 
Seedlings are l ikely to appear and may 
y i e l d plants w h i c h l ook l i k e the t a l l 
f o r m of P. hirsutus. 

Phlox amoena: "This native ph lox pro
duces v i v i d , deep p i n k f lowers i n m i d -
spring. The decumbent stems are l ined 
w i t h somewhat ha i ry , slender leaves 
which tu rn a lovely purp le red i n w i n 
ter. Sun or part shade. 6"." M . 

Phlox bifida: "Dain ty , starry f lowers of 
palest blue. Nat ive midwestern species 
is enchanting." R. " A dome covered in 
early summer by large lavender-blue 
f lowers w i t h deep-cut petals l ike per
fect s n o w f l a k e s . Z o n e 4 . " S. "8-10" 
m o u n d of spiny fo l iage ."CA. " A fan
tas t ic s p e c i e s . " W R . T h i s m a k e s a 
mound or mat as b ig as P. subulata and 
can be treated i n much the same way. 

Phlox divaricata: " T h e eas t e rn 
American wood land phlox. Branchlets 
spread and root to f o r m colonies." S. " 
W o o d l a n d p h l o x m a k e s r u n n i n g 
clumps of blue i n streamside woods . 
Sweetly fragrant f lowers i n clusters for 
weeks i n spr ing. G r o w i n r i ch soi l i n 
shade or sun." R. "Indispensable i n the 
s p r i n g ga rden . " M . Y o u c o u l d have 
this i n a rock ga rden b u t o n l y f o r a 

short t ime. I t needs the f u l l r u n of a 
w o o d l a n d to seed and spread. M a n y 
color fo rms , bu t the o r d i n a r y b lue is 
probably the best. 

Phlox stolonifera: "The creeping w o o d 
land phlox f r o m the US east coast." S. 
" A b u n d a n t c lu s t e r s o f l o n g - t u b e d 
blossoms a d o r n i n g 6-8" s tems."WR. 
A g a i n best where i t can spread i n a 
wood land clearing. Choose one of the 
good color selections, the species has a 
dul ler color. 

Phlox subulata: "Prostrate mats smoth
ered i n late A p r i l to M a y w i t h showy 
f l o w e r s . " Rk . M y f a v o r i t e species 
amongst the "common" phloxes. Go to 
t o w n select ing good colors and leaf 
forms. The w o r d subulata means pr ick
ly (actually awl-shaped), bu t some of 
the f o r m s a n d crosses have gen t le r 
fol iage. Some people a l l ow seedlings 
to f lour i sh i n the l a w n and gain a con
v i n c i n g w i l d l o o k to tha t s t re tch o f 
garden; this stands a certain amount of 
m o w i n g and foot t raff ic . I f y o u have a 
very t idy m i n d y o u may not wan t the 
garden to s p i l l over i n this w a y . We 
h a v e t h i s p h l o x w i t h t h y m e s , t oo , 
m u c h nicer than weedy grass, and by 
n o w beyond cont ro l . Several hybr ids 
of u n k n o w n parentage, bu t p robably 
i n c l u d i n g P. subulata, go u n d e r the 
name P. douglasii. 

Potentilla verna 'Nana' : "Sun; rockery. 
T i g h t buns of l u s t rous b r i g h t green 
evergreen foliage. Bright ye l low f l o w 
ers i n early spr ing ." W. (=P. tabernae-
montani) 

Primula acaulis: "Flowers borne singly 
o n 3" s tems, keep s u c c e e d i n g one 
another for weeks." R. This is the p r i m 
rose. N o t as easy to keep as the showy 
polyanthas but much more elegant. Its 
correct name is now P. vulgaris. Primula 
vulgaris: "The Engl ish pr imrose . Pale 

244 ROCK GARDEN QUARTERLY V O L . 54(3) 



yel low, fragrant, early." C. 
Primula denticulata: "The d r u m s t i c k 
p r i m r o s e . The e a r l y appearance o f 
f l o w e r buds means that occasionally 
the ve ry f i r s t ones are caught b y late 
frosts. Put i t i n a protected posi t ion i n 
shade i n either a very w e t or average 
garden s o i l . " M . "Spherical heads of 
c r o w d e d p u r p l e f l o w e r s on stout 12" 
s tems." C A . There are some s t r o n g 
violet-reds and pale lilac-blues and a 
good whi t e . The f i r s t buds nestle l o w 
d o w n amongst the leaves and gradual
ly g r o w to as m u c h as a foo t h i g h as 
the f lowers open. 

Primula japonica: "This is a b e a u t i f u l , 
late s p r i n g - f l o w e r i n g species w h i c h 
has f l ower stalks to t w o and a half feet. 
I t requi res cons iderable m o i s t u r e to 
b l o o m w e l l w i t h 1-6 s u p e r i m p o s e d , 
m a n y - f l o w e r e d umbels ." M . Y o u can 
use i t i n the w o o d l a n d , bu t i t likes to 
be near water . I t is the easiest of the 
candelabra pr imroses . I f y o u r p lants 
self-sow, they w i l l p roduce a l l colors 
f r o m red-on-the-blue-side to wh i t e . I f 
t h e y d o n ' t , t h e y are p r o b a b l y n o t 
happy enough to stay very long at a l l . 

Primula xpruhoniciana ( former name is 
xjuliana ): The jul ianas are hybr ids of 
P. juliae a n d s h o u l d d i s p l a y i t s 
s toloniferous habit . ("Relatively small 
plants w i t h dark green c r ink ly foliage 
a n d g o o d s i zed f l o w e r s . " C A ) . The 
crosses can be w i t h P. vulgaris, i n 
w h i c h case there w o u l d be o n l y one 
f lower on a stem, or w i t h P. elatior or 
P.veris (or P. polyantha), i n w h i c h case 
there w o u l d be m u l t i p l e heads. Give 
t h e m a shady place ra ther t h a n the 
r o u g h and t u m b l e of a w o o d l a n d to 
get t h e m establ ished. Later y o u can 
m o v e c h u n k s to the w o o d s . I n a n y 
case, d iv i s i on after t w o or three years 
is needed to keep the plants f l o w e r i n g 
w e l l . P r i m u l a s r e s p o n d to f r e s h 
g round and feeding. 

Ptilotrichum spinosum: " A s h r u b b y 
a l y s s u m re la t ive . Densely b ranched 
and spiny shrub covered i n a haze of 
r o s y f l o w e r s i n e a r l y s u m m e r . " S. 
"Shrubby domes of w i r y silver stems, 
jus t t w o or three inches h i g h . Rosy 
p ink f lowers in summer." R. The w o r d 
shrub needn't scare you—this is just a 
l o w m o u n d o n l y a f o o t across. The 
color y o u get f r o m seed is o f f - w h i t e , 
and i t pays to get a 'Roseunf f o r m i f 
y o u wan t a brighter color. 

Pulsatilla vulgaris: "Pasque f l o w e r s 
usher i n s p r i n g . T h e i r huge p u r p l e 
goblets are f u r r y on the outs ide and 
close at n igh t . O n b r i g h t A p r i l days, 
before the leaves are on the trees, their 
blossoms w i l l amaze y o u w i t h the i r 
de t e rmined insistence that s p r i n g is 
here!" R. "These anemone re la t ives 
emerge i n late w i n t e r as f u r r y buds 
that open to b i g sa t iny goblets w i t h 
g o l d e n s t amens . T h e n the leaves 
u n f o l d and the f lowers become long-
l a s t i ng f l u f f y seed heads w h i c h are 
qui te s h o w y . " S. "Exquis i te , chalice-
shaped p u r p l e f l o w e r s . D e c o r a t i v e 
f l u f f y seed heads." W . A l l the rhap
sodies about pulsatillas are warranted. 

Sanguinaria canadensis: "Pure w h i t e 
s i n g l e f l o w e r s i n the s p r i n g . 
Wood land . " C. "Ethereal 2-4" f lowers , 
w h i t e w i t h y e l l o w centers; a t t ract ive 
broad-lobed leaves last a l l summer ." 
W . " A n ea r ly s p r i n g d e l i g h t as the 
s t r i k i n g w h i t e b lossoms appear o n 
stems that are clasped i n the u n f u r l e d 
leaf . "WR. The love ly b l o o d r o o t o n l y 
lasts a f ew days, but i t is so exquisite 
t h a t i t s h o u l d be i n e v e r y g a r d e n . 
Besides, the leaves are elegant master
pieces. 

Saponaria ocymoides: " P i n k spreading 
f lowers late May-June. Easy. Br igh t . " 
Rk. Good mat - fo rming and easy going. 
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Saponaria x olivana: " A crisp c l u m p of 
b r i g h t green leaves, about 2-3" h i g h , 
w i t h s h o w y b r i g h t p i n k f l o w e r s that 
l a y o u t f l a t o n the g r o u n d , t i g h t l y 
a round the exterior of the plant ." WR. 
Another reliable soapwort . 

Saxifraga x apiculata: "Closely packed 
cushion made u p of half inch rosettes. 
Yel low clustered f lowers on three-inch 
stems. The easiest Kabschia saxifrage 
to g r o w i n the g a r d e n . " R. " C r i s p 
fol iage and an inflorescence of p r i m 
rose y e l l o w f l o w e r s o n c o m p a c t 2" 
s tems ."WR. M o s t o f the p o r o p h y l l a 
section of Saxifraga (kabschias) f l ower 
too early, g r o w too s l o w l y or display 
too m u c h temperament to g r o w i n the 
open garden. Give them container con
d i t i o n s w i t h c o l d - f r a m e p r o t e c t i o n . 
This one is quite reliable outside. 

Saxifraga: Mossy section. These plants 
are c o m m o n enough i n England , bu t 
many gardeners i n the Northeast f i n d 
t h e m t r o u b l e s o m e . I f e e l t h e y are 
w o r t h t r y i n g , and i f and w h e n they 
produce the b r o w n patches that d i s f ig 
ure the mats after b l o o m i n g and after 
w i n t e r , y o u can r o o t c u t t i n g s i n a 
sandy m i x qui te easily. Some people 
step on them to get the stems i n con
tact w i t h the soi l and c la im they w i l l 
root i n place, b u t I have had no such 
experience. 'Peter Pan" is a good one: 
" V i v i d cr imson f lowers i n spr ing." S. 

Saxifraga paniculata: The silver saxifrages 
are the easiest and most sat isfying for 
permanence. This species covers many 
forms and subspecies. A l l are suitable 
fo r any rock garden bu t better i f y o u 
can avoid f u l l sun al l day. " C l u m p i n g 
mounds of s i lvery green fol iage w i t h 
whi te to pale cream flowers." CA. 

Sedum cauticola: " I t has rounded succu
lent leaves, wants part shade and pro

duces rosy-pink f lowers several weeks 
before those of its cousin, S. sieboldii." 
M . "Ascending stems w i t h broad gray-
green leaves; erect inf lorescences o f 
rose-purple f lowers i n early au tumn." 
W . "Picturesque rock plants w i t h deep 
grayish-blue leaves and near-ruby red 
f lowers ." WR. 

Sedum pluricaule: A well-behaved and 
handsome sedum. 

Sedum kamschaticum: Semi-evergreen 
m a t - f o r m i n g species f r o m Nor theas t 
Asia; lax stems w i t h rather th in , spatu-
late, br ight green leaves; large, ye l low 
f lowers i n midsummer ." W. 

Sedum spathulifolium: Some f o r m s of 
this West Coast native are a b i t tender 
for me, and they a l l get damaged by 
v e r y c o l d , exposed c o n d i t i o n s . I t is 
probably O K i n S. Connecticut though, 
and all forms are very beaut i fu l . 

Sempervivum arachnoideum: " H e a v i l y 
webbed white in spring." Rk. "Compact 
but ton-l ike rosettes w i t h a wh i t e web. 
The m o r e s u n y o u g i v e t h e m the 
stronger the webbing w i l l be." WR. 

Silene schafta: " L o n g b l o o m i n g f r o m 
M a y to September." Rk. This plant has 
the same " v a l u e " as Saponaria ocy-
moides a n d is a s t a n d a r d i n e v e r y 
b o d y ' s ga rden . I t m a y se l f - sow and 
need a l i t t le discipline. 

Silene virginica: "Sun or l i g h t shade; 
g o o d d r a i n a g e . Spec t acu l a r p l a n t ; 
rosettes of evergreen leaves; branched 
stems bearing 1 1/2" to 2" f lowers w i t h 
b r i l l i a n t sca r l e t , b i - l o b e d pe t a l s ; 
blooms for long period i n spr ing." W. 

Thymus lanuginosus: Introduce thymes 
in to your rock garden w i t h great cir
cumspect ion. This one is w o o l l y and 
slower than most. I f you love them, t ry 
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to clear a s u n n y b a n k ju s t f o r t he i r 
benefit and f i n d companion plants that 
can compete. 

Tiarella wherryi: "P ink f l o w e r e d f o a m -
f lower that stays i n a c lump. Has more 
pointed, palmate leaves than T. cordifo-
lia." R. Whether or not y o u l u m p these 
t w o species y o u m a y s t i l l w a n t th is 
f o r m . G r o w i t i n w o o d l a n d or a ve ry 
shady place. 

Trillium grandiflorum: "Queen of the 
s p r i n g w o o d l a n d a l l ove r the east. 
L a r g e s n o w y f l o w e r s p r o d u c e d i n 
a b u n d a n c e o n a m a t u r e p l a n t are 
breathtaking." R. 

Veronica armena: " S m a l l c h a r m i n g 
plant on ly 2" ta l l , w i t h radia t ing stems. 
Produces sma l l loose sprays of gen
t i a n - b l u e f l o w e r s i n m i d - s u m m e r . " 
CA. "Deeply d i v i d e d leaves and b r igh t 
blue blooms." WR. Some veronicas are 
a b i t w e e d y , b u t t h i s is q u i t e w e l l -
behaved 

Veronica prostrata: " M a k e s a deep 
g reen ca rpe t t ha t b u r s t s f o r t h w i t h 
cobalt blue f lowers i n early summer." 
S. " B e a u t i f u l p a t c h o f l o n g l a s t i n g 
c o l o r i n June ." R. The re are w h i t e , 
p ink , and blue forms of this ma t - fo rm
ing plant. 

Viola labradorica: " T h i s na t ive v i o l e t 
has b e a u t i f u l d a r k p u r p l e l eaves 
throughout most of the year and small 
v i o l e t f l o w e r s f o r m u c h of the s u m 
mer. I t is compact and not invasive." 
M . I t is d i f f i c u l t to r e c o m m e n d any 
easy violets, because they are al l more 
or less i n v a s i v e . T h i s one p roduces 
such small plants that they are not too 
destructive, and y o u can p u l l them out 
i f they are i n the way . The only violets 
not to fear are the impossible-to-grow 
ones f r o m the Rockies and the Alps . 

Viola pedata."About the showiest viole t 
and one of the showiest w i l d f l o w e r s ; 
f l a t f i sh inch-wide (or larger) blue pur
p l e f l o w e r s ; d i ssec ted leaves. " W . 
Some people f i n d this spreads around. 
We have f o u n d i t a good violet. 

Vitaliana primuliflora (syn. Douglasia 
vitaliana): L o v e l y mat of ha rd s i lver-
green foliage w i t h ye l low f lowers just 
a f t e r the d r abas have g o n e o v e r . 
"Clear y e l l o w f lower s on a carpet of 
gray-green leaves." R. 

The nurseries mentioned are not the 
only sources for these plants. I wan t to 
thank them for a l l o w i n g me to quote 
f r o m the i r catalogs. Here is a l i s t of 
nurseries quoted, i n operation i n 1994: 
S i s k i y o u Rare P l an t N u r s e r y , D e p t 
1,2825 C u m m i n g s R d , M e d f o r d , OR 
97501 
Rice Creek N u r s e r y no longe r sells 
mail-order 
Montrose Nursery has closed. 
C r i c k l e w o o d N u r s e r y , 11907 Nevers 
Road, Snohomish, W A 98290 
W e - D u N u r s e r i e s , Rte .5 , Box 724, 
Mar ion , N C 28752-9338. 
Rocknol l Nursery i n operat ion under 
new management. 
W o o d l a n d Rocke ry , 6210 K l a m R d , 
Otter Lake, M I 48464. 
Colorado A l p i n e s , I n c , P.O.Box 2708, 
A v o n , CO 81620; no longer sells ma i l 
order. 
N a t u r e ' s G a r d e n , 40611 H W Y 226, 
Scio, Oregon 97374. 

POSTSCRIPT: AFTERCARE 
W h a t do y o u do w h e n the p lan ts 

you have ordered by ma i l arrive? Here 
are a f e w suggestions. There are no 
f ixed rules to f o l l o w because there are 
too many variables: the nursery of o r i 
g i n , the size of the p lant , its state of 
health, and most of a l l your o w n fac i l i 
ties. However , y o u must assume that 
the plant that has travelled by air has 
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all the potential ills that you might 
have on your first f l ight; i t could be 
dehydrated, hungry, travel-sick, jet-
lagged, and just p la in t ired. I t also 
could be very young and possibly i l l . 

If you have nowhere to put it except 
in the garden then do something like 
the fo l lowing . Bare root plants: for 
shrubs and trees half f i l l a bucket with 
water, and set the roots in water for 
several hours. For a small plant use a 
vase or a cup. Put the container out
side in a shady spot if the weather is 
warm; if it is really cold try a porch or 
somewhere cool indoors. Plants must 
not freeze or boil or bake—common 
sense obviously—but you would be 
surprised how easy it is to forget that 
the sun moves, nights get cold, fur
naces kick on, etc., etc. Overnight is 
not too long for a shrub or a wil ted 
plant to sit in water, and since UPS 
arrives in the afternoon, overnight is a 
good idea for most plants. 

Treat alpines and small perennials 
as you would a transplant of your own 
seedlings. Have prepared a container 
of compost and several clean pots of 
different sizes. The compost should be 
a mix of "what works best for you": I 
would use f i f ty percent soilless peat-
based compost and f i f ty percent coarse 
sand, w i t h a good helping of slow 
release fertilizer. There would be noth
ing wrong w i t h adding soil or leaf 
mold and vary ing the proportions. 
You must remember that the aim is to 
get the plant actively growing again, 
so the mix should be airy, moist but 
not soggy, and contain nutrients. Also, 
the plant w i l l be planted out in the 
garden before long. This means the 
compost must be compatible w i t h 
your soil. There is no point in coaxing 
a plant to start regrowth in a mixture 
heavily laced w i t h perlite i f you are 
then going to plant it out in a garden 
of heavy clay. Nor should you overdo 
the sand if the ultimate planting out 

place is a leafy woodland. 
Plants already in compost: Many 

plants arrive with something clinging 
to their roots which wi l l be wrapped 
in f o i l , plastic, newspaper, or some 
other material that holds the whole 
together. You should shake off the 
loose material and find out whether 
the roots are actually growing in it, or 
whether the material is merely for pro
tection. Protective material, usually 
peat, may hide the fact that the roots 
are folded over or bunched up in an 
unnatural way and need to be spread 
out before planting. Don't incorporate 
the dry peat with your own compost, 
as it may throw the texture out of bal
ance and decrease wetability. If the 
roots are in fact growing in the medi
um, it is more than likely they were 
taken f rom a rootbound pot and are 
bunched up. Straiten out the root ends, 
t r im off the broken pieces, use judg
ment about how much growing medi
um to retain, and plant on in an ade
quately large pot—one big enough to 
hold the roots comfortably spread out 
—but not so large that the plant 
"drowns" in soil. "Almost pot-bound" 
is about right. You may have to trim 
off an unusually long root, but this 
requires great discretion and even 
greater courage. 

If the plant is still in its container: 
you could knock it out and discard 
loose compost f rom the rootball and 
replant it in a slightly larger pot i f 
needed. If the plant looks perfectly 
happy (I mean not hopelessly pot-
bound or loosely planted) in its pot, 
leave it there. 

When the plants have been repot
ted, stand them in an inch of water 
and leave them overnight. Next day 
take them outside into a shady place 
and leave them there for a week or so 
before you plant them in the garden. 
Even if you have to delay planting out 
they should be fine for weeks, but they 
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may need more sun and water. I th ink 
i t is a waste of t ime to p lan t ou t real 
inval ids or plants that are too small , so 
f i n d a p r o t e c t e d h o m e f o r these 
orphans . W h a t is " b i g e n o u g h " a n d 
" h e a l t h y e n o u g h " to p l a n t o u t is a 
matter of judgment accumulated over 
years of fai lures and successes. D o n ' t 
expect a hundred percent success rate 
w i t h any shipment. 

I f y o u have nowhere to p u t plants 
except i n the g a r d e n ( y o u m a y n o t 
have a h o l d i n g place or even a w o r k 
place; or the roots of a bare-root plant 
may be larger than y o u can accommo
date i n any of your store of used pots), 
i t is imperat ive to cover them w i t h an 
u p t u r n e d p o t or b u c k e t to p r o t e c t 
t h e m f r o m sun a n d h a r s h w e a t h e r . 
Since these w i l l be l e f t i n place u n t i l 
the p l a n t shows signs of n e w l i f e or 
dies, the pots w i l l need a stone to h o l d 
them i n place. By the end of the ship
p i n g season y o u w i l l be t h o r o u g h l y 
t i r e d o f l o o k i n g at a g a r d e n f u l l o f 
up tu rned plant pots. 

I n general, discard as much impor t 
ed so i l or c o m p o s t as is c o m p a t i b l e 
w i t h the health of the plant. I t w i l l be a 
d i f f e r e n t compos t f r o m the one y o u 
use and m a y ca r ry pests, s l ug eggs, 
diseases ( n o t l i k e l y b u t i t has h a p 
pened), and weed seeds, moss, l ive r 
w o r t , or other weeds (this ve ry o f t en 
happens) . Th i s adv ice is even m o r e 
impor tan t i f y o u are go ing to keep the 
plant i n an alpine house, as the whole 
house could become infected. Be ru th 
less i n destroying l ive rwor t . M a n y gar
dens have been d i s f igured by this pest 
being inadvertent ly or carelessly in t ro 
duced f r o m a nursery. Remember that 
d u r i n g their busiest season a nursery 
may not be able to weed every p lan t 
before shipping, so y o u have to be pre
p a r e d f o r G o o d a n d E v i l to a r r i v e 
together b y UPS and take necessary 
precautions. 

STARTING A NURSERY 
I f y o u are th ink ing of going into the 

nu r se ry business a n d have a s t r ong 
interest i n g r o w i n g rock garden plants 
to sell, there are a f ew points to bear i n 
m i n d . T h i s is n o t a l i s t o f "bas ic 
p l an t s " i n the sense that every rock 
gardener s h o u l d g r o w t h e m . I t is a 
selection of plants available t h r o u g h 
mai l -order catalogs i n 1994. Some of 
these plants w i l l a lways be favori tes , 
but most of them are available for only 
t w o or three years and then side-lined 
for a f ew years before being revived at 
a later date. A good list should have a 
s t rong element of change i n order to 
keep c u s t o m e r s h a p p y . G a r d e n e r s 
w a n t n o v e l t y , w h i c h s o m e t i m e s 
impl ies rar i ty , and a l ist w i t h unique 
offerings is very attractive. 

The other danger i n h a v i n g a l i s t 
t ha t is t oo s ta t ic is t ha t ga rdener s , 
b e i n g generous peop le , share t h e i r 
plants w i t h others, so a p lan t that is 
easy to propagate fo r y o u is going to 
sa turate the m a r k e t at a grea t rate . 
T h i s h a p p e n e d w i t h p l a n t s l i k e 
Anemonella 'Shoaf's Doub le ' and w i l l 
probably happen w i t h Corydalis flexu-
osa 'Blue Panther'. But the plants that 
"everybody seems to have" w i l l be lost 
by the major i ty of gardeners, w h o are 
normal , busy, careless, unprofess ion
a l , and they w i l l eventual ly become 
collector 's i tems again i n the f u t u r e . 
N o w the Anemonella has become a rar i 
ty again. D i f f i c u l t bu t growable plants 
like Po rophy l lum saxifrages or asiatic 
gent ians w i l l a lways be i n d e m a n d . 
Especially popular are good clones or 
special forms, and rock gardeners are 
as susceptible to names like 'Beauty of 
Denver ' or 'Panayoti's Pleasure' as any 
other gardener. 

M o d i f i e d w i t h p e r m i s s i o n f r o m "A 
Gardener Obsessed", D a v i d R. Godine: 
Boston. 1994. 
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SEED EXCHANGE 1996 

1. Seed listings w i l l be accepted only unti l November 1,1995. Mai l before that 
date please. Later ripening seed wi l l be accepted only if an alphabetical 
listing or disk has been received before that date. Overseas members— 
please air-mail before October 15th. 

2. Any amount of seed is appreciated. Less than 5 seeds wi l l not be listed. To 
receive donor privileges (10 bonus packets) send a minimum of 5 differ
ent kinds of seed suitable for the rock garden. 

3. Send clean dry seed as early as possible. We appreciate several mailings as 
the seed ripens. You w i l l be issued a 1996 donor number with your first 
submission. Please include this number with subsequent mailings. 

4. Use paper envelopes no larger than 2" x 4". Use separate envelopes for each 
kind of seed. One small envelope is usually sufficient, except for such 
large and frequently requested items as Arisaema sikokianum, A. backii, A. 
candidissimum, A. purpureogaleatum, Glaucidium palmatum or Trillium simi
le. Besides the preceding, the following smaller items are always in short 
supply: Campanula zoysii, Aquilegia jonesii, Eritrichium nanum, Dicentra 
peregrina, Lewisia tweedyi, Campanula piperi, Shortia soldanelloides, Shortia 
galacifolia, Paraquilegia sp., Jeffersonia dubia, Phlox hoodii, and Dionysia 
involuctrata. 

5. Mark, legibly, each envelope wi th the botanical name printed in block let
ters. If collected in the wi ld , state the location. Please include your 
name on each envelope. 

6. On the Seed Donation Form provided (as an insert) list the botanical name 
in alphabetical order, followed by: the class, Annual, Biennial, 
Perennial, Bulb, Fern, Shrub, Tree; the approximate height, including 
flower, in metric; the flower color, red, blue, bi-color, mixed, etc.; the 
location if collected in the wild; the reference book or Flora z/this is a 
new listing for the Seed Exchange. Be sure to f i l l out the donor name 
and address. If you are listing very many, you may send this informa
tion on a computer disk (3.5") instead. 

7. Group envelopes alphabetically. Check that seed envelopes sent match the 
list. Secure the envelopes with a rubber band and enclose in a padded 
mailing envelope wi th the Seed Donation Form. Be sure your name and 
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address are clearly w r i t t e n on the outside of the ma i l ing envelope. Ask 
the postmaster to hand cancel the envelope. 

8. All members of NARGS will receive a seed list. A f t e r y o u receive the list, 
please re turn your order p rompt ly . Remember, this is not a commercial 
operation. 

Mail seed early to: 
Jane McGary, Phase I Chairperson 

Columbia-Wil lamet te Chapter 
33993 SE Doyle Rd. 
Estacada, OR USA 

(503) 630-3339 

Seed w i l l be packaged by: 
A n d r e w Pierce, Phase I I Chairperson 

Rocky Moun ta in Chapter 
PO Box 2078 

Evergreen, CO 80439-2078 

Seed w i l l be dis t r ibuted by: 
Donna Maron i , Phase I I I Chairperson 

PO Box 1107 
Carrboro, N C 27510 

Director of the 1996 NARGS 
Seed Exchange 
Carole Wi lder 

221 West N i n t h St. 
Hatings, M N 55033 
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GARDENING TIPS 
The Tuck 

Most of us come to rock gardening after vegetables, annuals, perennials, and 
possibly house plants. I n all these practices, new plants are planted i n the center 
of the available space. This gives the plant the m a x i m u m root r u n on al l sides 
and looks neat. I n rock gardens, consider al tering this method, however. I l ike to 
tuck the root ba l l of the p l an t r i g h t up against a rock. M y reasoning? These 
plants like to g row w i t h rocks. . .but wha t does that mean? Rocks change temper
ature more s lowly than soil, rock surfaces carry water i n a d i f fe ren t w a y than 
soil. Who knows exactly w h y , bu t rock plants seem to g row better next to rocks. 

Also, rock plants look more l ike they do i n Nature w h e n they g row up against 
the rock. This is because i n Nature seeds b l o w into the soil next to the rock and 
germinate there. Your rock garden w i l l look more natural w i t h this placement 
than i f you center each plant i n the midd le of the soil pockets. 

The Scratch 
I n a new rock garden there w i l l usually be quite a b i t of weed seed i n the soil 

used to bu i ld the garden. Wha t w i t h extra water given to establish newly plant
ed treasures, weeds w i l l have an exceptional oppor tun i ty to germinate. Combat 
these litt le invaders w i t h a three-pronged cult ivator, either one w i t h a short han
dle for close-up w o r k or a long handle, i f y o u like to w o r k f r o m a standing posi
tion. I f you pu t d o w n a gravel m u l c h a quarter to three-quarters of an inch deep, 
scratch i t every seven to ten days for the f i rs t year after p lant ing. I f y o u r u f f l e the 
mulch just enough to stir i t up—not so much that the soil below is brought to the 
surface—you w i l l k i l l n ewly germinated weeds, often before y o u even see them. 
We "cult ivators" l ike to go on s t i r r ing u p the gravel for years, as i t is a very fast 
way to keep the rock garden weed-free. Others f i n d cul t ivat ion repulsive, as i t 
kills self-sown seedlings of choice plants r igh t along w i t h weed seedlings. The 
first year this self-sowing isn't l ike ly to be an issue. 

Do note that the larger y o u a l low weeds to become before you dispatch them, 
the more odious, onerous, and obnoxious a task i t becomes. Get r i d of 'em whi l e 
they are small! 

Pot-Dropping, Rapid Burial , and Maintenance 
Most rock gardeners k i l l many plants. I t is almost unavoidable w h e n y o u t ry 

to grow plants w i t h special requirements and plants that are d i f f i c u l t to g row— 
and most rock gardeners do. To keep the garden look ing nice, be sure to b r ing 
new plants home on a regular basis. A n d remove the dead! Don ' t just leave them 
ly ing there; i t is only respectful to recycle these plants p rompt ly . 

When you add or remove a plant, be sure to repair the mulch . A d d soil or 
gravel as necessary. A d d m u l c h to the w h o l e rock garden whenever the soil 
starts to show, and use the scratcher to harmonize the mulch . 

— G w e n Kelaidis 
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N A R G S COMING EVENTS 

ANNUAL MEETING: U T A H F L O R A '96 

July 10-13,1996 
Snowbird Resort, Wasatch Mountains, Utah 
Field Trips, Workshops, Talks, Plant Sales 
Registrars: Gayla Dalton (801) 544-0052 

Elaine Sullivan (801) 544-5882 
PO Box 1813 
Layton, UT 84041-1813 

WINTER STUDY WEEKENDS: 

Eastern Study Weekend: January 24—26,1997 
Philadelphia, PA Delaware Valley Chapter 

Western Winter Study Weekend: Feb. 28, Mar. 1 & 2 1997 
Ashland, Oregon Siskiyou Chapter 



RETAIL AND WHOLESALE 
SPRING AND F A L L SHIPPING 

IRIS: SIBIRIANS, JAPANESE, SPECIES 
PRIMULA: JULIANAS, CANDELABRAS, JAPONICAS 

BOG PLANTS, PULMONARIAS 

PRICE L I S T $1.00 

NATURE'S GARDEN 
40611 HWY 226, SCIO, OREGON 97374-9351 

(503) 394-3217 

T H E AMERICAN 
DIANTHUS S O C I E T Y 

Since 1990, hot info on pinks, c a r n a 
tions, sweet Williams & tribe. Dues (US 
funds): $15/yr US; $18/yr Can/Mex; $20/ 
yr e lsewhere. Free brochure, s a m p l e 
quarterly newsletter featuring The Di-
anthus Encyclopedia: 52C stamp to 
Rand B. Lee, PO Box 22232, Santa Fe 
NM 87502. Dianthus in horto omnil 

The 22nd Annual Western Winter Study Weekend 

ummtf in fib 
i 

osRtjjmis 
Hosted by 

Siskiyou Chapter NARGS, Ashland , Oregon 
February 28, March 1 & 2 1997 

Windmill Inn Ashland Hills Inn and Suites "\ 
Southern Oregon's largest convention Resort, is located in the famed town 

of Ashland, at the foot of the Siskiyou Mountains. Situated at exit 14 b,n interstate 5. 
Complimentary shuttle from Rogue Valley International Airport - t7 miles 

Featuring Jim Jermyn, Barrie Porteous. John Erwin, Christine Ebrahimi, Frank Lang, Ernest & Marietta O'Byrne. Veva Stansell. and 'THE 
PEAKS OF THE SISKIY.OUS'. Learn about the unique flora gf..the Siskiyou, Cascade, and Steens Mountains. THE SUMMIT will also ipclude 
the Dolomites and Pyrenees mountains. 1 Vendors pf a wide variety of [ t a t s , -seeds and books along with a used book sale, and displays 
of our local rock gardens, troughs, and water gardens. 
Rock gardens of local members will be oj>eh including five with crevice features built by Josef Halda. There.will be a special opening of two 
local mail ord.er'nurseries. Maps with-directions, will be sent with confirmation of registration so that you can plan visits before and after 
the meeting:''' The Pacific northwest Museum of natural History, the famous Oregon Shakespeare Festival, galleries, -small shops and the 
mile Iprrg Ashland City Park are all part of this unique area. •• ' - . ... 

Look for.the.brochure in the fall Quarterly, registration will be limited., 
Registrar: Barbara Lane - 2945 Lane Pine Road • Medford, OR 97504 • 541-779-0164 

'fiill Seeds 
SOUTH AFRICAN SEED SPECIALISTS 

P.OBox 53108. Kenilworlh, 
7745 Cape Town, South Africa. 

Tel (+27 21) 762 4245 
Fax: (+27 21) 797 6609 

Collectors and distributors of seed of over 2000 species of native South African plants. 
Horticultural advice on all species is available. Please send $2 (cash) for catalogue. 
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WlLDFLOWER 
SGARDENTOURS 

f-^SZ^e&gZZ^ 
Gardens of Vancouver June 17 to 21, '96, C$785, from Vancouver 

Wild Flowers of the Rockies July 7 to 20, '96, US$1595, from Denver 
Gardens of Scotland September 6 to 20,'97, C$3995, from Glasgow 

Wildflowers of China May 25 to June 18, '97, C$4995, from Kunming 
For more information please call: 416-221 3000 or toll free 1-800-387 1483 

WORLDWIDE QUEST INTERNATIONAL 

36 Finch Avenue West Toronto, Ontario, Canada M2N 2G9 

ED I E U E U E U E U B J ^ 

V , \ T ^ Hardy Camellia 
A\J 1 ( V *>H^ Dwar f Conifers 

.. Rare Asian Trees 
< 4 L OwiELLlA and Shrubs 

vT FOREST N U R S E R y 

125 Carolina Fotest Road 
Chapel Hill. N.C. 27516 

Catalog: $2.00 

Hi-Mountain Farm 
Wildflowers, Ferns, Prairie Wildflowers 

Wholesale Catalog, 50* 
We ship UPS 12 months 

Rt. 2 Box 293 
Galena, MO 65656 

(417) 538-4574 

North 
American 
Rock Garden 
Society 

Join Today! 
Benefits of Membership Include: 
Beautiful, Colorful Quarterly 
Bulletin; Seed Exchange offering 
Thousands of Plant Species at 
Low Prices; Spectacular National 
Meetings; Meet Fellow Gardeners 

Send $25 to: 
Jacques Mommens 
Executive Secretary 
PO Box 67 
Mil lwood, New York 10546 
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PERENNIAL SEEDS from professional to professional 

We offer a very comprehensive assortment of over 2000 varieties 
Send $5.- for our catalogue 
P.O. Box 1264 
D-29685 Schwarmstedt, Germany 

Telephone: 01149-5071-4085 
Fax: 01149-5071-4088 

l Aa/ic^ fifty. cH^l/&a/v 
S P E C I E S & M I N I A T U R E N A R C I S S U S 

Featuring Bulbs from James S. Well's Collection 

Phone: 7 0 7 - 9 2 3 - 2 4 0 7 • Fax: (please call first) 

e -mai l : n rw1@ix .ne tcom.com 

6 5 2 5 Br ice land-Thorn Rd . 

Garberv i l l e , C A 9 5 5 4 2 

C H E H A L I S R A R E PLANT N U R S E R Y 
I have moved to 

19081 Julie Rd. • Lebanon, MO 65536 
Herb Dickson, Prop. 

A f te r 40 y e a r s of s e l e c t i n g a n d 
b r e e d i n g , I j u s t m a y now h a v e 
the wor ld 's b e s t g a r d e n a u r i c u l a 
s e e d . 

Garden Auricula • 75 seeds per pack 

Mixed Brown Yellow 
Red Blue Picotee 
White Petite Hybrids 

Exhibition Alpine • 75 seeds 

Hand pollinated Double Aur icu la 

25 seeds 

All packets $2.00 each 

.50 cents postage & handling in U.S. & Canada 

Otherforeignorders$1.00postages handling 

MINIMUM ORDER - 3 packets 

HANSEN NURSERY 
Species Cyclamen tM$ &m grown from cultivated stock 

WHOLESALE/RETAIL MAIL ORDER 
Plant List SASE 
Visitors Welcome by Appointment 

ROBIN L. HANSEN 
P.O. Box 446 

(503) 678-5409 Donald, OR 97020 

C O L L E C T O R S D W A R F B U L B S 
Our catalogue contains many old favorites 

for Garden andAlpine House. 
In addition, we offer numerous rare and 

new introductions. 
Full and Descriptive Catalogue $3.00 

POTTERTON & MARTIN 
Nettleton, Nr. Caistor, North Lines. 

LN7 6HX, ENGLAND 
Tel/Fax 44-1472-851792 
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^ S K I Y O l P 
RARE PhANTJVURSERY" 

A n ever growing collection of over 1,000 varieties of Perennials, Alpines, Ferns, Dwarf Conifers, Northwest 
Natives (as Lewisia cotyledon, pictured), and other hardy plants for the Woodland and Rock Garden. 

For our Ful l -Year Catalog anJ Fall Catalog senJ $3 .00 refundable. 
Dept . 1, 2 8 2 5 Cummingg Road , Medford , Oregon 9 7 5 0 1 

Visitors Welcome by Appointment - Pbone (541) 7 7 2 - 6 8 4 6 
S H I P P I N G T O U . S . ana1 C A N A D A O N L Y 

PERENNIALS, WILDFLOWERS, 
ROCK GARDEN PLANTS, 

CONIFERS, FLOWERING SHRUBS 

over 1,000 varieties available at our nursery 

Sam Bridge 
Nursery N' Greenhouses 

437 North Street, Greenwich, Conn. 06830 
(203) 869-3418 

SORRY, NO SHIPPING 

SANGUINARIA CANADENSIS 
MULTIPLEX (DOUBLE BLOODROOT) 

Blooming-Age Rhizomes 
Available in Early September 

M I N I M U M ORDER ONE DOZEN 

CHARLES F. ANDROS 
BOULDER W A L L GARDENS 

McLEAN ROAD 
WALPOLE, NH 03608-0165 

Phone(603)756-9056 
(April 15 - November 15) 

A Distinguished Collection 

Over 1500 hard to find 
and useful varieties 
ROSLYN NURSERY 

211 BURRS L A N E , D E P T R 
DLX H I L L S , N.Y. 11746 

Descriptive mail order catalog 
$3.00 

The Bovees Nursery 
Vireya (tender) and 
Species Rhododendrons 
Rock Garden Plants 

We ship, catalog $2.00 
Visa & Mastercard 

1737 SW Coronado, Dept. R G 
Portland, Oregon, 97219 
503-244-9341 - 1-800-435-9250 

Serious Collectors 
Here is a Collection 
that keeps growing 

Portfolio $6.00 (refundable) 
rare and dwarf conifers - unique broadleafs 

alpine & rock garden perennials 

aPORTERHOWSE 
41370 S.E. Thomas Rd. • Sandy, OR 97055 

Telephone/Fax (503) 668-5834 

Pacific Horticulture 
a magazine about 

plants and gardens of the west 

illustrated color quarterly 

annually, in US currency: US $15; 
Canada & Mexico $18; overseas $20 

write to: 
Circulation Department 

PO Box 680, Berkeley, CA 94701 
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TRENNOLL 
SEND FOR OUR SPECIAL L I S T 

Unusua l Rock Plants , Shade Plants , Hosta, 
Perennials, Geran iums, I r i s species, Phlox 
species, Succulents, Thymes, Wi ld f l ower s , 

and Seed L i s t . 

MAIL O R D E R 

List $1.00 

T R E N N O L L N U R S E R Y 

J i m and Doro thy Parker 
3 West Page Ave. , T ren ton , O H 45067-1614 

1-513-988-6121 

, Tahoma Nursery 
Alpines for the Enthusiast 

Rick Lupp (206) 847-9827 
Alpines, Washington State 

Natives, Species Primulas, Troughs 

and Trough Plants 

Dwarf Shrubs 

Nursery open weekends and by 

appointment 

Send $ 1.00 For List 
28111-112th Avenue E., Graham, 

Washington 98338 

THE PRIMROSE PATH 
R.D. 2 Box 1 1 0 Scottdale, PA 1 5 6 8 3 

Choice and unusual perennials, alpines, woodland plants, all nursery-propagated. 
Specializing in new hybrids and selections f r o m our breeding program, species 
Primulas and Phlox, native wi ld f lowers , western plants adaptable to the East. 
Mail-order Catalog $1.50 (412) 887-6756 P r i m u l a v e r i s 

H' Apri l E. Boet tger 
2 4 4 Wes ts ide Highway 

Vader, W A 9 8 5 9 3 
(360) 2 9 5 - 3 1 1 4 

primuloccoc enthusiasts 
primula specialists 

Free l ist w i t h S A S E , or 
deta i led c a t a l o g for $ 2 . 0 0 . 

Mai l o rder on ly 
U . S . & C a n a d a 

GEOSTA AlT} 
Specializing in Botany, Garden & Nature Tours Since 1977 

1996 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA WILDFLOWERS 

with Richard Turner Sept 16-29 

1997 
WILDFLOWERS & NATIONAL PARKS OF SO. CHILE 

with Jepson Herbarium Jan. 8-20 
PLANTS & FLOWERS OF SO. SPAIN & THE CANARY ISLANDS 

with Dr Robert Omduff April 11 -28 

1-800-624-6633 
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^^^^7 We are a favorite stop for the: 

North American Rock Garden Society, 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 
Horticultural Society of New York, 
New York Botanical Gardens, and the 
International Plant Propagators Society. 

Come and discover. 
Oliver Nurseries, Inc. 1159 Bronson Road, 

Fairfield, CT 06430 Call 203 259-5609 J 

T H E C O M P L E A T 
G A R D E N 

CLEMATIS 
NURSERY 

MAIL O R D E R CLEMATIS 
Unusual and Hard-To-Find Varieties 

Small and Large Flowered 
In Pots 

Wide Selection 

Descriptive Listing $2.00 
217 Argilla Road 

Ipswich, MA 01938-2614 

cmSSB 6PlM£»tUM$ 
Collection of 4 species: 

E . a c u m i n a t u m -
col l . Emei s h a n , S ichuan Prov ince 

E. davidii- coll. Boaxing, Sichuan Province 

* E . s p . aff. c o a c t u m -
col l . T ianp ing shan , Hunan Prov ince 

* E . s p . aff. leptorrhizum (shown above 1A size) 
col l . Fanj ing s h a n , Gu izhou Prov ince 

All are nursery propagated. 
*Newly discovered species yet to be named. 

$50 + $5 S & H per collection 
U.S. customers only. 

QMM*\ 
Darrel l R. Probst 

63 Wi l l iamsvi l le Rd . 
Hubba rds ton , MA 01452 -1315 
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PS-74 
708 00 -OSTRAVA - 8 

CZECH 
Republic 

F O R SEASON 1996 I O F F E R : 
A/Bid list or small bulbs for Alpinums-June. 
B/Seed list of Alpines - short time of germi
nation - J U N E . 

C/Seed list of Alpines from our expediti
ons - Turkie»AlbaniaJ3olomites,CAUCAS 
and from my Finn's Alpinum October. 
Please , send me US $ 2,- in bills for Ca
talogs abd Postage. I wait Your order! 

PS-74 
708 00 -OSTRAVA • 

CZECH 
Republic 

WE-DU NURSERIES 
I S FOR SALE. 

DICK AND RENE' ARE RETIRING. THE ASKING PRICE 
I S $350,000. INCLUDES 30 ACRES, A HOUSE, IN-
GROUND & CONTAINERIZED STOCK, THE WE-DU NAME. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (704) 738-8300. 

Unique and Unusual Plants 
Large Selection of Rock and 
Wall Garden Plants Including 
Penstemons, Salvias, Dianthus, 
Scutellarias, and Meconopsis 

Catalogue: $2.00 - Refundable With Purchase 
20300 N.W. Watson Road, Bin 1- Scappoose, OR 97056 

GARDEN CLIPPING NEWSLETTER 
WILDFLOWERS * PERENNIALS * ROCK PLANTS 
SIX PAGES MONTHLY OF PRACTICAL GARDENING 

EXPERIENCES FROM THE MID - WEST. 
1 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $15.00 * SEND CHECK TO: 

GENE E. BUSH 323 WOODSIDE DR. 
DEPA UW, IN 47115 - 9039 PHONE 812 633 - 4858 

"..reads like a good conversation in the garden " 
"..gardening mixed with humor and philosophy" 



American Penstemon Society 
Learn all about the largest 
genus of flowering plants 
endemic to North America. 
Bulletins twice a year, seed 
exchange, round robin corre
spondence, and yearly meet
ings. Join us by sending $10 

to Ann Bartlett, 1569 South Holland 
Court, Lakewood, Colorado 80232. 

W O O D L A N D E R S 
NURSERY GROWN TREES, SHRUBS, 

PERENNIALS, 
SOUTHERN NATIVES & EXOTICS 

Please send $2.00 for mail-order list 

WOODLANDERS, DEPT. RG 
1128 COLLETON AVENUE 

AIKEN, SC 29801 

SEEDHUNT 
Seed of Cerinthe, Cneorum, Dahlia 'Bishop 

of Llandaff, Schizanthus, Xanthisma, as well 
as uncommon annuals, perennials and many 

Salvias. 

Send $1.00 for descriptive list to: 
Seedhunt, P.O. Box 96, Freedom, CA, 95019-0096 

Kirk Fieseler 
Owner 

1950 Laporte Ave. 
Fort Collins 
Colorado 80521 

Laporte Avenue Nursery 
Rocky Mountain Alpines, Western High Plains 
Plants, and Rock Garden Plants. 
Catalog $1.00 refundable with order. 

Rare wild collected seeds 
from RUSSIA, European Alps 

and selected garden seeds. 

Send $2, bills only, for October catalog. 

V.JANE, P O B O X 1 
789 61 BLUDOV 
Czech Republic 

LEWISIA 
—22 species and hybrids 

wide variety of flower colors 
nternational orders accepted 

—retail, wholesale 

Send $2 or SASE to: 

Rare Plant Research 13245 SE Harold 

Portland, OR 97236 USA FAX (503) 762-0289 

THE SCOTTISH ROCK GARDEN CLUB offers you 

"THE ROCK GARDEN" - our excellent twice yearly journal. 
An ANNUAL S E E D LIST with over 4000 different choices 

A TWICE YEARLY BOOKLIST 

SUBSCRIPTION 
FAMILY £16/$28 
SINGLE £13/$23 
JUNIOR (under 18yrs) £5/ $8 

Details from:-
SRQC MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Mrs J . Thomlinson 
1 Hlllcrest Road 

Bearsden Glasgow G61 2EB 
SCOTLAND UK 
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N - A - R - G - S 
BOOKSTORE 

NOW AVAILABLE By Popular Request 
Glassine Seed Envelopes, self-sealing, 1.6" X 3" (4.2cm X 7.5cm), $3/100 or $25/1000, postpaid 

SPECIAL PRICE 
New Zealand Alpine Plants, by A.F. Mark & N . Adams 

NEW, Fully revised reprint, Slightly shipping damaged—$19.00 

BOOKS—Our prices, as listed here, are approximately 80% of listed retail price at other stores. 
This is only a partial list of titles stocked. For complete list, inquire. 
Alpine Gardening*, by R. Elliott $19.00 
The Alpine House*, by R. Rolfe $22.00 
Alpines*, by W. Ingwersen $45.00 
Alpines in the Open Garden*, by Jack Elliott $23.00 
Alpines in Sinks and Troughs, by Joe Elliot $5.00 
Alpines the Easy Way, by Joe Elliot $6.00 
Alpines: The Illustrated Dictionary*, by C. Innes $32.00 
Alpine Wild/lowers [of the Northern Rocky Mt. States], by D. Strickler $8.00 
Alpine Wild/lowers of the Rocky Mountains*, by J. Duft & R. Moseley $11.00 
AMC Field Guide to the Mountain Flowers of New England, by Appalachian Mountain Club $12.00 
AMC Field Guide to the New England Alpine Summits , by N.G. Slack & A.W. Bell , $10.50 
Androsaces*, by G. F. Smith & D.B. Lowe $11.00 
Asiatic Primulas*, by R. Green $12.00 
The Bernard Harkness Seedlist Handbook, 2nd Edition, updated by Mabel Harkness $23.00 
Botany for Gardeners, 2nd Ed., by B. Capon $13.00 
Bulbs for the Rock Garden*, by J. Elliot $24.00 
Coastal Wildflowers of the Pacific Northwest, by E.L. Horn $11.00 
Collecting, Processing, and Germinating Seeds ofWildland Plants, by JA. Young & C G . Young $20.00 
The Collector's Garden*, by K. Druse - NEW $36.00 
Colorado Flora - Eastern Slope, by W.A. Weber - NEW EDITION $22.00 
Colorado Flora - Western Slope, by W.A. Weber - NEW EDITION $22.00 
Color Encyclopedia of Garden Plants*, by F. Kohlein & P. Menzel $40.00 
Complete Book of the Alpine Garden, by R. Bird - Hardback or Paperback $19 or $15.00 
Conifers 2nd Ed.*, by D.M. van Gelderen & J.R.P. van Hoey Smith $52.00 
Conifers: The Illustrated Encyclopedia, 2 Vols.*, by D.M. van Gelderen & J.R.P. van Hoey Smith.. $125.00 
Cushion Plants for the Rock Garden*, by D. Lowe $24.00 
Cuttings from a Rock Garden*, by H . L. Foster & L.L. Foster - NEW LOWER PRICE, Out of Print $17.00 
Dictionary of Plant Names*, by A.J. Coombes $8.00 
Encyclopedia of Alpines, 2 vols.*, by AGS $280.00 
Flora of the Great Plains*, by Great Plains Flora Assoc $50.00 
Flora of the Pacific Northwest*, by C.L. Hitchcock & A. Cronquist $50.00 
Garden Flowers from Seed, by C. Lloyd & G. Rice $18.00 
The Gardeners Guide to Growing Hostas*, by D. Grenfell - NEW $24.00 
Gentians*, by F. Kohlein $23.00 
Growing Alpines in Raised Beds, Troughs and Tufa*, by D. Lowe $27.00 
Growing Winter Hardy Cacti, by J. Spain $10.00 
A Guide to Rock Gardening*, by R. Bird $21.00 
Handbook on Rock Gardening, by J. Good, Ed $10.50 
Hardy Herbaceous Perennials*, 2 Vols., by L. Jellito & W. Schact $100.00 
Hardy Perennials*, by G. Rice -NEW To the Bookstore $22.00 
Hardy Plants & Alpines*, by Alan Bloom $24.00 
Himalayan Cobra Lillies (Arisaemas)*, by U.C Pradhan $24.00 
How to Draw and Paint Wildflowers*, by K. West $26.00 
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N-A-R-G-S 
BOOKSTORE 

The Jepson Manual* (CA Flora), by J. C. Hickman, Ed $60.00 
Manual of Alpine Plants*, by W. Ingwersen - Hardback or Paperback $24.00 or $16.00 
Manual of Bulbs*, by J. Bryan, Ed $40.00 
Modern Miniature Daffodil Species and Hybrids*, by J. Wells $17.00 
Mountain Plants of the Pacific Northwest, by R.J. Taylor & G.W. Douglas $16.00 
The Natural History of Pollination, by M . Proctor, P. Yeo, & A. Lack - NEW $20.00 
Orchids of the Western Great Lakes*, by F. Case $26.00 
Perennials-Vol.l, Early (Random House Book of), by R. Phillips & M . Rix $20.00 
Perennials-Vol.2, Late (Random House Book of), by R. Phillips & M . Rix $20.00 
Perennials and Their Garden Habitats*, by R. Hansen & F. Stahl - Strong on alpines $40.00 
Plant Propagation Made Easy, by A. Toogood $13.00 
Porophyllum Saxifrages*, by R. Horny, et al $40.00 
Primulas of Europe & America*, by G.F. Smith, B. Burrow & D.B. Lowe $28.00 
Propagation of Alpine Plants & Dwarf Bulbs*, by B. Halliwell $20.00 
The Rock Garden and its Plants*, by G. S. Thomas $25.00 
Rock Gardening, by H.L. Foster $18.00 
Rock Garden Plants of North America*, by J. McGary, Ed $35.00 
Sagebrush Country: A Wildflower Sanctuary, by R.J. Taylor $10.00 
The Siberian Iris*, by C. McEwen - NEW $32.00 

~ A Utah Flora*, by Welsh, et al $65.00 
Water Gardening, Water Lilies & Lotuses*, by P.D. Slocum & P. Robinson - NEW $48.00 
Wayside Wildflowers of the Pacific Northwest, by D. Strickler $16.00 
Wildflowers in Your Garden*, by V. Ferreniea $28.00 
Wildflowers along the Alaska Highway, by V. Pratt $16.00 
Wildflowers of the Columbia Gorge, by R. Jolley $16.00 
Wildflowers ofDenali National Park, by V. Pratt $14.00 
Wildflowers ofSW Utah , by H. Buchanan $6.00 
Following items are postage paid: * denotes hard cover 

NEW—NARGS Pins $5.00 
NEW—NARGS Shoulder Patch $5.00 
Decal—ARGS Dodecatheon or ARGS Shoulder Patch $.75 
NARGS Note Paper—line drawings of 12 different plants, with envelopes $4.75 
Seed—3 methods $2.50 
Troughs—construction and plants $3.50 
Plant drawings by L.L. (Timmy) Foster (3 different sets, each set contains 12 drawings) 

$12.00 for one set, $22.00 for 2 sets, $30.00 for 3 sets. 
BACK ISSUES OF THE ARGS BULLETIN, ROCK GARDEN QUARTERLY 

50 Year Index to the Bulletin, Vols. 1-50, $2.00; Last 4 issues, $7.00 each; 1990-Summer 1995 issues, $5.50 each; 
1943-1989 issues, $1.50 each, $5.00 by year. Some issues unavailable 

In addition to the above listings, any book listed by Timber Press may be special ordered through the NARGS 
Bookstore at a 20% discount; for a complete list of titles write to Timber Press, 133 S.W. Second Ave., Suite 
450, Portland, OR 97204-3527 

Ernie O'Byrne, North American Rock Garden Society Bookstore 
86813 Central Road, Eugene, OR 97402 USA 

Please print name and address clearly. Country of origin and postal code must be included. Allow 8-12 weeks 
for overseas shipment. Orders must be prepaid in US dollars by check on a US bank or by intl. money order 
(VISA and MC accepted—include signature, date of exp., and ful l acct. #). Add postage and handling 

First Book, US $3.00 
Each Additional Book $1.50 
First Book Outside US $5.00 
Each Additional Book Outside US $2.50 
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CHAPTER CHAIRPERSONS 
Adirondack 
Allegheny 
Berkshire 
Calgary /Alberta 
Columbia-Willamette 
Connecticut 
Delaware Valley 
Emerald 
Gateway 
Great Lakes 
Hudson Valley 

Long Island 

Manhattan 
Minnesota 
Mt. Tahoma 
New England 
Newfoundland 
Northwestern 
Ohio Valley 
Ontario 
Ottawa Valley 

Piedmont 
Potomac Valley 
Rocky Mountain 
Shasta 
Siskiyou 
Southern Appalachian 
Watnong 
Wasatch 
Western 
Wisconsin-Illinois 

Bill Plummer, 10 Fox Lane East, Painted Post, NY 14870 
Larry Hankowitz, 262 Horning Road, Bethel Park, PA 15102 
Anne Spiegel, 73 Maloney Rd., Wappingers Falls, NY 12590 
Sheila Paulson, 6960 Leaside Dr., SW, Calgary, AB, T3E 6H5 Canada 
Jane McGary, 33993 SE Doyle Rd., Estacada, OR 97023 
Sylvia Correia, 27 Lynn Dr., Preston, CT 06365 
Mike Slater, RD 4, Box 4106, Mohnton, PA 19540 
Marietta O'Byrne, 86813 Central Rd., Eugene, OR 97402 
Robert Pries, 6023 Antire Rd., High Ridge, MO 63049 
Richard Punnett, 41420 Harris Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
Michael Donovan, 214 Highbrook Ave., Pelham, NY 10803 
Harold Lange, 86 Beech Hill Rd., Pleasantville, NY 10570 
Shelley Herlich, 43 Greenfield Lane, Commack, NY 11725 
Fred Knapp, 58 Kaintuck Lane, Locust Valley, NY 11560 
Steve Whitesell, 150-67 Village Rd. #GD, Kew Grdn Hills, NY 11432 
Karen Schellinger, 31335 Kalla Lake Rd., Avon, MN 56310 
Steven Hootman, PO Box 3798, Federal Way, WA 98003 
Stuart Sotman, 73 Mt. Vernon St., West Roxbury, MA 02132 
Todd Boland, 81 Stamp's Lane, St. John's, Newfoundland A1B 3H7 
Alice Lauber, 18922 45th Place NE, Seattle, WA 98155 
Barbara Abler, 990 Blind Brook Dr., Worthington, OH 43235 
Barry Porteous, 3 Breda Ct., Richmond Hill, Ont. L4C 6E1 Canada 
Lois Addison, 201 Wagon Dr., Box 9015, RR 1 Dunrobin, Ont. 

KOA 1T0 Canada 
Norman Beal, 2324 New Bern Ave., Raleigh, NC 27610 
Robert Faden, 415 E. Mason Ave., Alexandria, VA 22301 
Andrew Pierce, PO Box 2078, Evergreen, CO 80439 
Betty Barnes, 5801 South Hwy. 3, Etna, CA 96027 
Kelley Leonard, 3008 Madrona Lane, Medford, OR 97502 
Marie Schroer, 106 Robin Crest Dr., Hendersonville, NC 28791 
Ellyn Meyers, Buck Gardens, 11 Layton Rd., Far Hills, NJ 07931 
Robert Larkin, 2151 South 2000 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
Mark Blackburn, 577 Noe St., San Francisco, CA 94114 
Ed Glover, 503 Johns St., Mount Horeb, WI53572 

QUARTERLY STAFF. 

Editor 

Advertising Manager 

Gwen Kelaidis (303) 368-7530 
7530 E. Mississippi Dr., Denver, Colorado 80231-2504 

Al Deurbrouck (412) 653-0281 
6915 Hilldale Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15236 

Editorial Advisors Rochelle Herlich, Commack, New York 
Faith Magoun, Manchester, Massachusetts 
Frederic Graff, Seattle, Washington 

Guest Artists Paul Martin 
Panayoti Kelaidis 

Randy Tatroe 
Sandy Snyder 
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45 Middle Street, Lexington, MA 02173 

Vice President Patricia Bender (206) 364-1561 
4123 NE 186th Street, Seattle, WA 98155 
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18922 45th Place NE, Seattle, WA 98155 

Treasurer Marcel Jouseau (612) 224-0300 
43 North Chatsworth St., St. Paul, M N 55104 
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221 West 9th St., Hastings, MN 55033 
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Brian Bixley, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Jack Ferreri, Verona, Wisconsin 
Micheal Moshier, Seattle, Washington 
Dick Bartlett, Lakewood, Colorado 
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Carole Wilder, Hastings, Minnesota 
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You are invited to join the North American Rock Garden Society. Membership includes a subscription to Rock Gar
den Quarterly and participation in the seed exchange, as well as other benefits. Annual dues: US $25; UK £17; Canada 
$32. Payment by check on a US bank, International Money Order, VISA & MC ($US25), or check in appropriate curren
cy from country listed above. General Membership, $25 (domestic or foreign, single or joint); Patron, $75; Life Member, 
40-59 years old, $500; over 60 years old, $450. Membership inquiries and dues should be sent to Executive Secretary, 
NARGS, PO Box 67, Millwood, NY 10546. 

Address editorial matters pertaining to the Quarterly to the Editor. Advertising matters should be addressed to the 
Advertising Manager, 6915 Hilldale Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15236. The Quarterly is published quarterly by the North Ameri
can Rock Garden Society, a tax-exempt, non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the State of New Jersey, 
Periodical postage is paid in Millwood, New York and additional offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to Rock Gar
den Quarterly (ISSN 1081-0765), PO Box 67, Millwood, NY 10546. 
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