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1 Hay 1843

27 August 1943

24 Septembe
25 Septembe

26 Septembe

~CHRONOLOGY U.S.S. ANZIO (CVE-57)
CORAL SEA launched, Vancouver, Washington. (On 10 Oct. 1944
named changed to U.S.S. ANZIO.)
U,S.S. CORAL SEA (CVE-57) commissioned by Captain James D,
BARITER, USN, Commanding Officer, pre-commissioning detail,
Astoria, Oregon., Commanding Officer of CORAL SIEA: Captain

Herbert Watson Taylor, USN, of Pensacola, Florida,

r 1943 Departed Astoria, Oregon.

r 1943 Arrived Sinclair Inlet, Washington, off Bremerton Navy Yard.

r 1943 Departed Sinclair Inlet, Arrived Illahee, Washington. Depermed.

27 Sentember 1943 Departed Illahee, ran Puget Sound degaussing range enroute,

23 September
29 Soptember

30 September 1943

=

October

2 October

2 October

Y October
5 October
6 October

& Octobver

1943

1943
1943

1943
1943
1943
1943

Arrived Port Townsend, Washington.

1943 Departed Port Townsend, conducted gunnery exercises, calibration

of R.D.F. and radar. Arrived Port Townsend,

1943 Departed Port Towmsend, conducted gunnery exercises, calibration

of R.D.F. and radar, Arrived Port Townsend.

Departed Port Townsend; Arrived Seattls, waéhington.

Departed Seattle, Swung ship for compass adjustment and
calibration off Seattle. Arrived Seattle,

Departed Seattle, Washington as Task Unit 54.5.4.

Arrived Blake Island, Washington. Received ammmition, Departed
Blake Ig8land,

Arri&ed San Francisco, California,

Shifted Berth to Oskland, California., Received aviation spares,
Departed Oakland, California as Task Unit 54.5.M4.

Arrived North Island, San Diego, California. Squadron (VC-33)
came aboard, Took aboard 14 FYFY and Fl-1, and 12 TEF-lc,

Departed North Island for initial flight operations,



COFIDENTIAL
g-12 October 1943

12 Cctober 1943
13 October 1943
13-15 Cctober 1943
15 October 1943
2l October 1943
25 October 1943
31 October 1943

1 Hovember 1943
4 Wovember 1943

10 Fovember 1943

14 Fovember 1943
15 November 1343
18 Hovember 1943

20 Tovember 1943

2l Jovember 1943

Cruised in operating areas off San Diego conducting flight
flight operations.

Returncd North Island, California.

Departed NWorth Island, California,

Cruised in operating areas, conducting flight operations,
Arrived Destroyer Base, San Diego for minor alterations,
Shifted berth to North Island.

Departed North Island enroute Pesrl Harbor.

Arrived Pearl Harbor,

Departed Pearl Harbor assigned to Task Group 52.3, OIC in
Liscome Bay. Rchearsed forthcoming operations,

Returned Pearl Harbor for supplies, provisions and replacement
planes,

Departed Pearl Harbor for Gilbeft Iglands operation., Steamed
in company with Task Force 54 and CarDiv 27 less MAUILA BAY,
carriers operatiné independently during daylight, maintaining
ASP and CAP.

Joined Task-Force 52, OTC in PENNSYLVANIA.

Oyossed equator with appropriate corcmonies,

Crossed 180th meridian,

Arrived vicinity of Gilbert Islands; cruised in company with

Task group 52,13, OTC in NZW MEXICO, Furnished air support

for amphibious operations, capture and occupation of Makin

Island, Pirst combat loss: 1 VT, with pilot and 2 crewmen,

Steaming with Task Force 52, OTC in PENIISYLVAIIA, came within
sight of Makin Island. 4% 0510 LISCOME BAY of Carrier Divie

sion 27 was hit by submarine torpedo and sank at 0532, De-

parted Gilbert Islands arca.
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CONFIDENTIAL
5 Dccember 1943 Arrived Pearl Harbor, \
8 December 1943 Departed Peari Harbor in company with Pocomokc onroute San
Prancisco as Task Unit 19.9.6.

14 Docembor 1943 Arrived San Francisco, L@aded aircraft for transport,

22 December 1943 Departed San Francisco.

28 December 1943 Arrived Peail Harbor T. H. Unlladed planes for transport,

3 January 194k Departed Pearl Harbor,
3-5 Januery 19Ul Operated with CORREIGDOR and escort as Task Group 19.3,
conducting onrcises in Hawaiian.opcrating ercas for forth-
;oming oporationé;
5 January 1944 Arrived Poarl Herbor,
g January 194k Departed Pearl Harbor., Resumed exercises with CORREIGDOR as
Task Group 19.3.

10 Janaury léhh Arrived Pcarl Harbor.

13 Jaruary 1oi4 Devarted Pearl Harbor, Joined with HANILA BAY, CORREIGDOR
and oscort as Task Group 52.9. C7G 52.9 Roar'Admiral DAVISON
in MAFIIA BAY. Commonced training and rehcarsals in Hawalian
operating arcas.,

18 Jasuery 194k Arrived Pcarl Harbor,

22 Januvary 194 Doparted Pecarl Harbor cnroute Marshall Islands, in company
with MAFILA BAY (Flag), CORREIGDOR and escorts as Task Group
52.9, Steamed toward objective with Task Force 52.

31 Januvary 1GH4 Arrived viecinity Kwajalein, Commenced support of amphibious

operations there,

&=

Pobruary 1944  Tested flame dempers for first tinme,
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5 February 194k

6 February 1944

7 February 194U

11 Tebruary 194l

12 February 194k

20 Fobruary 1944

24 Fobrua

ry 1944

25 February 194l

3 March

11 March

15 March

21 March

30 March

2 April

6 April

10 April

194k

1okl

1944

1944

Entored Ewajalein lagoon and anchored (first U. S. carrier to
anchor thore). '

Fucled from GAZELLE under adverse condtions,

Departed Ewajalein anchorage. Resumed support of amphibious
operations, cruising off Kwajalein.

CarDiv 2l assigned to Task Group 5l.6. OCTG 51,6 in MANILA BAY,
Observed Jap bombing of Roi Island,

Arrived Kwajalein anchorage.

Dovarted Kwajalein anchorage, Set course for Eniwetok,

Set course to return to Pcarl Harbor, Joined with

CORREIGIOR and escorts as Task Unit 55.1.2, OTC in CORREIGDOR,
Arrived Pearl Harbor, BExchanged type planes, took aboard 16
F-2, 12 TBF-lc and TBi-lc, )

Departed Pearl Harbor for Bspiritu Santo with CORREGIDOR and
escorts as Task Group 12,4, Orders changed onroute to Tulagi.
Crossed equator,

Arrived Tulagi. \
Dererted Tulagi, Underway for Emirsu operation with CORREGIDOR
(0TC) and escorts as Task Unit 36.3.1.

Arrived vicinity Emirau, Bismarck Archipelago., FProvided

ASP and CAP for U. S. forces capturing and occupying that
island,

First cnemy plane credited to ship or sguadron. 4NZIO fighter
plane knocked down Jap Betiy,

Enemy planes sighted and fired upon by formation,
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11 April
1, April
16 Lpril
19 April

22 ‘'pril

23 "*oril
25 fpril

26 Lpril

28 *pril 1

29 Mpril

3 0 4':.3;-1'5.1

2 llay

14 Mayv

21 May

1944

1944

1942,
1944,
1944
1544,

1944

1944,

1944

Group 78.4:

and as Task Unit 78.4.3 procceded to Espiritu Santos.

Departed Seeadler Herbor enroute to Espiritu Santos.

CORREGIDOR,

Depsrted Bismarch Archipelego area,

Arrived Tulagh,

Departed Tulagi in Task For 78 for Hollandia - ’itape operation.
Commenced operating with CORREGIDOR, MANILL BLY, NATOIL: BAY and
escorts as Task Group 78.2

Dog Day = Commenced cruising off norther coast New Guinea dure
ing bombardment of Aitape and landing operations, providing

air support. ' ‘

Joined by the lustralien cruisers AUSTR!.LIA and SHROPSHIRE and
escorts. |

Commenced providing air support for amphibious operations in
vieinity of Hollandia, cruising off Hollandisa. ‘

Departed vicinity Hollandia. Set course for Seeadler Harbor.,

Arrived Secadler Harbor, Meanus Island.

Departed Sceadler Harbor.

-

srrived vicinity Hollandia. Resumed air support. of amphibious

forces.

Departed vicinity Hollandia,

2rrived Seeadler Harbor.

Formed Task
CarDiv 22 plus CORREGIDOR, CORLL SEL and escorts.
COR.L SEL and oscorts parted company from CarDiv 22

Srrived

Espiritu Santos, i

mander Paul Wesley W.TSON, USN, of Baltimore, Maryland.

mander

Captain ¥. ", T.YLOR, USN relieved as Commanding Officer by Com=

Com=

T

“atson had been Executive Officer since commissioning.

Commander P, W. Watson, USN, Commanding Officer, promoted fo‘

rank of Captain, USN,

-5 -
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2 Junc 1944 Completed engine repairs(replacement of several pistons and
numerous piston rings), departed Espiritu Sentos with CCREGIDOR
and escorts ag Task Unit 53.7.2, OIC in CORREZIDOR.

4 June 1944 Task Unit 53.7.2 joined HONOLULU, ST. LOUIS and escorts as Task
Group 53.15.

8 Jun

(0]

1944 Arrived Roi anchoraye, Marshall Islands, staging for Marianas
operation,

10 Jvne 1944 Departed Roi sncherage in Tesk Group 53.15 with a division of BB's,

two divisions of ervisors, GerDiv 24 (less MANTLA 3.Y and NATOMA

BAY) and escortse

1 June 1944 Irrived off Salren and comreficed air support of amphibious opera=
tions; capturc :md occupation of Saipan. CerDiv 24 ‘less MANILA
BIY and NATOIL BAY) with escorts formed Task Unit 52.11.2 and
joined Task Un:t 52.11.1 formiae Task Group 52.11,

15 Juns 1944 PFirst landings of U.S. tfoop‘s i Saipan., CORAL SE.L sighted 2 Jap

planes, and numersus bogies we'r3 reported, but disposition was notA
attacked.

16 June 1944 Tesk Unit 52.1),2 dcsirnated Tmsk Unit 53.15.4. Enemy planes
sichted, no attick on unit. |

17 Jyne 1944 Task Unit 53,1544 dosiconated Ti.sk Unit 52.11,2,¢joined Task Unit
52.11,1 forming lssgX Group 52.1L. Task Group 52.11 under cneny
air attack vicinily Seipan. CORLL SHL attacked by three separate
Jap planes, destri:red those thrne and one other.

18 June 1944 Tssk Group 52.11 agsin attacke? by Jap planes. Two near misses
of COR'L SE.L br- bo'mbs. COR.L SEL destroyéd 4 Jap plancs, the
attached squadsor had 10 sure kills, plus 8 ‘probables.

19 Junc 1944 Tesk Group 52.11 attacked by Jap bombers. Near miss of COR.L SE.i.

-6 -
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20 June 1944 TU 52.11,2 joined TG 52,1k,
21 June 1944 T 52.11.2 designated TU 53,7.1, Jjoined TG 53.1.
21-25 June 1944 : Provided air support for ¢ 53.1 and TG 53.2 off Saipan.
25 June 19)-1-’4 Departed vicinity Saipan, escorting attck group (Task Group

53.1) to Eniwetok.

28 June 104k Arrived Eniwetok,
1 July 1ouk Departed Eniwetok, attached to Task Unit 53eTole
b July 1944 Arrived vicinity Saipen; unit received new designation Task

Unit 52.14.3 and commenced providing air cover for fueling
group, Task Group 50,17..
g July 1944 Disposition of Task Unit 52,14.3 changed to Task Unit 53.18,2,

which eruised south of Guam participating in bombardment

of Guam,:
12 July 1944 Departed vicinity of Guam,
15 July 1944 Arrived Eniwetok,
17 July 1944 Departed Eniwetok enroute Marianas but returned Eniwetok

same day due to engine casualty.

24 July 1944 Departed Eniwetok escorted by PC-1139.

25 July.19’41l Traversed Roi-Kwajalein Highway. Arrived Kwe jalein anchorage.

26 July 1944 Departed Kwajalein escorted by Compel (AM 162),

2 Auzust 1944 Arrived Pearl Harbor. Departed Pearl Harbor as Task Unit
19.9.2.

g August 144 Arrived San Diego, VC-33 detached.

10 August 1944 Snifted Berth to U.S.N, Repair Base for yard avallability.

31 Auvgust 1944 Ship entered Dry Dock No. 1, Naval Repair Base, San Diego.

11 September 1944 Departed Repair Base. Arrived North Island, San Diegoe.
12 September 194k Departed North Island.

P-13 September 194k Trials and exercises in operating areas off San Diego,.

5 "’--7_.
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13 September 1944 Arrived North Island, San Diego.

16 Spetember 1944
22 Sentember 19kl

23 September 1944

to
7 October

8 October

8-12 October

10 October
12 October

16 October

24 October

28 October

19uL

1944

1944

gk
1944
1944

1944
1944

Departed North Island,

Arrived Pearl Harbor.

Landing lights installed, Vavy Yard, Commenced training of
officers and men for forthcoming ASW duty. Squadron VC-32
received aboard,

Hunter-Killer group (TG 19.1: CORAL SEA plus CortDiv 72 less
LERAY WILSON, CTG 19.1 the CO OF CORAL SEA) departed Pearl
Harbaor,

Engaged in exercises off Oahu with tame sub in preparation for
new ASW assignment,

Ilame of CORAL SEA changed to ANZIO,

Arrived Pearl Harbdor,

Deperted Pearl Earbor with CortDiv 72 less LERAY WILSON as
Task Group 12,3.

Arrived Eniwetok, . _

Formed Anti-Submarine Warfare Group (Task Group 30,7) with the
Commending Officer of the ANZIC as CTG 30.7, and Task Group
consisting of U.S.S. ANZIO olus Destroyer Escort Division 72
less LTRAY WILSON departed Eniwetok and commenced 24-hour-a-
day ASW activities, The ANZIO ASW Group henceforth operated
as & unit under the direct operational control of Commander
THIRD Fleet 2nd Commander FIPTH Fleet with additional missions
comprising direct CVE Amphibious support of landing overations,
A% IWO and OKINAWA the ANZIO and her DE division joined a CVE
support unit and pérticipated in the offensive fighter and

bombing ete. in support of the amphibious operations,

-8 =
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. 1 Hovember

Y lovenber
B=8 Movember
8 Yovenber

18 Wovember
23 Yovenber
25 lovember
28 Wovember
4 December

10 December

14 December

18-19-20 Dec,

21-22 December 19u4

22 December

25 December

1944

1944

1944

1944

1944

19kl

1944

194k

1944
1944

1944
1944

Arrived Ulithi,

Departed Ulithi for fueling area., lMindoro operation, Directed

‘to stand by RO, torpedoed and disabled, and threatened by

typhoon,

Joined company with RENO and remained with her wntil typhoon
vassed.

Set course for Task Force 38 fueliné area and conducted 4/8
operations there,

ATZI0 plane on patrol sighted Nip sub, later sunk by LAVREICE
Ce TAYLOR of Task Group 30.7. First sub sunk by task group.
Devarted fueling area. Continued A/S operations.

Conducted ASP vieinity Ulithi,

Arrived Ulithi,

Captain George Cannon Montgomery, USN of Vallejo, California
relieved Captain P.W. Watson, USH as Commanding Offizer of ANZIO.
Departed Ulithi carried out ASW operations off Luzon and in
THIRD Fleet fueling area, Mindoro operation,

Arrived fueling area. Carried out ASY missions,

Pessed through tyohoon, damage so smell that ship qnntinued.
flight operafions after sea calmed and required no tender
repairs,

Tagk Group 30.7 carried out mission of searching for survivors
of HULL (DD-350) and SFENCE (DD-512). USS TABRERER, a unit
of TG 30,7 distinguished itself in fescu.e work,

Devarted fueling area.

Arrived Ulithi,
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29 December 1944
8 January 1945
23 January.l9u5
25 January 1945

28 Jamuary 1945

2 Tebruary 1945

February 1945

N

7 February 1945

11 February 1945
12 February 1945

13 Tebruary 1945
14 February 1945

16 February 1945

16 February 1945
to
7 larch 1945

21 Pebruary 1945

Deparved ULITHI with escorts as Task Group 30,7 under direct
operationai control of Com3rdFlt, Conducted ASW operations

in 3rd Fleet operating area including sweeps off Iuzon.

Bogey closed and then opened rapidly to north.

Task Force 38 fueled from Task Unit 30.8.12, ANZIO in Tesk
Group 30,7 devarted fueling area enroute to &lithi,

Commenced conducting A/S sweeps within 50 miles radius Ulithi,
TC¢ 30.7 entered Ulithi,

Task Uﬁit 50.7.1 (ANZIO, ROBERT F, KELLER and OLIVER MITCHELL)
departed Ulithi, ANZIO concentrated on perfecting carrier
landings, with the view of bringing all squadron VT Pilots '
to the highest possible efficiency in night landirgs,

Arrived Eniwetok,

TU 30.7.1 (ANZIO and CortDiv 72 less LEROY WILSON,CTU 30.7.1
the 0,0. of ANZIO) departed Eniwetok, provided coverage for
Task Groups 51,11 and 51,12 enroute Saipan,

Arrived vicinity Saipan and conducted ASP and CAF in vicinity,
Revorted to Task Unit 52.2.1.

Assigned to 52,2,2 with BISHARCK SEA, LUNGA POINT, and escorts
for movement to IWO.

Set coﬁrse for viciﬁity Iwo Jima,

Reached vicinity Iwo Jima, for Iwo Jima operation, operated
with TU 52.2.3, TU 52.2,3 forming a single CVE support unit,
CTU 52.2,3 and CTU 52.,2,2 were detailed altornately as 0TC,
Conducted CAP and ASP., PFrovided strikes on objective during
assault on Iwo Jima, - Cruised independently with escorts at
nigat maintaining ASP over objective,

ANZIO in disposition when Task Units 52.2,2 and 52.2,3 were

attacked by suicide plancs, BISMARCK SEA sunk; LUNGA POINT hit,
= J0Di=-
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25 February 1945
26 February 1945

27 February 1945

7 March

13 March
14 March

19 YMarch

21 March

26 March

29 iarch

1 April

Oh

Arril

L0

April

1l April

1945
1945
1945
1945

1945

1945

1945

1945
1945

1945

1945

1945

One of ANZIO planes made possible submarine contact,

ANZIO plane attacked and damaged a Jap sub,

Another ANZIO plane attacked and sank another Jap sub,

Task Unit 50,7.1 joined DALY (DD-519) and departed vicinity
Iwo Jima,

Arrived Leyte,

VC-13 reported aboard,

VC-82 detached, X

Departed Leyte, Conducted refresher flights for new squadron,
Leyte Gulf, Arrived Leyte,

Formed with MARCUS ISLAND, SAVO ISLAND and escorts as Task
Unit 51,1.2, set course for vicinity Okinawa, on Okinawa
operation,

Arrived vicinity Kerama Retto, provided air support during
attack on those islands, On alternate nights with escorts
operated independently as Task Unit 50,7.1, maintaining ASP
over target,

Relieved of night ASP,

Date of initial landings on Okinawa, Commenced providing
direct air support for amphibious and ground forces,

anerous ﬁogies observed, ships near-by attacked by Jap planes,
Squadron participated and knocked down: 4 Vals, 3 Zekes,

2 Vals (probadle), 1 Val (assist).

Entered Kerama Retto for renlenishment and departed at 1813
Just before Jap planes attacked that harbor,

Task Unit 50,7.1 (ANZIO and escorts) commenced independent ASW

nission on Guam-Okinawa and Ulithi-Okinawa routes,
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16 April 1945

25 April 1945

27 Anril 1945

30 Aoril 1945

3 ey 19&5
18 May 1945
21 lay 1945

27 Moy 1945

31 Mey 1945

11 June. 1945
17 June 1945

20 Junc 1945

July 1945

oy

Upon completion fueling, a bogey approached and split into
two groups. Two ANZIO planes tally-hoed two Jap planes and
shot down one Zeke, The other group retreated when approched
by two ATUZIO fighters,

AHZ;O plane attacked Jap sud with unknown danage,

ANZTO oscorted by KELLER departed Okinawa arca for availability
to repair rudder,

Arrived Ulithi,

Exchanged type VI planes, took aboard 9 TBl-3E's in exchango
for TBM-1C's, -

Mecessary ropairs completed, devarted Ulithi escorted by
INGERSOLL.'

Reoched vicinity Okinawa, on Guam-Okinawa and Ulithi-Okinawa
routes with DE's as Task Unit 50,7.1 resumed ASW operations,
Desiznation changed to Task Groun 30.6, under direct opcrae
tional control Com3rdFlt, Period of Task Force 38 strikes on
main Jap islands, Duty of TG 30,6: ASW operations 24—hours-
a~day.

AIIZIC plane contacted and sank Jap sub.

Commenced radio deception plan, direction Com3rdFlt, ANZIO

gesoline tanks ruptured while receiving aviation gasoline,

Completed radio deception mission and set course for Leyte
for availability,

Arrived Loyte,

Task Group 30.6 (ANZIO plus Cort Div 72 less LERAY WILSON
and MITCHELL, CTG 30.6 the C.0, of ANZIO) sortied from San

Pedro Bay, Leyte, enroute to rendezvous with TG 30,8,

- 12 -
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14 July 1945
15 July 1945

16 July 1945

17 July 1945

18 July 1945
21 July 1945
27 July 1945

20 July 1945

31 July 1945

1 Auygust 1945

!

N YRTITYY
MR :

% P i
N L ] /

fasi: anrou:p 30,6 made rendezvous wi th Task Group 30,8, fueled
and set course for operating eree in vicinity of Latitude
36%-00' ¥., Longitude 152°-00'E.

Task Group 30.6 reached assigned area and commenced ASW
sweeps in vicinity,

Sighteci end sank one Jap submarine by joint eir-surface action
of Task Group 30,6, |
Tagk Group 30.6 made rendezvous with Task Group 30,8, OLIVER
MITCHELL reported to Task Growp 30,6 for duty, After fueling,
Tegk Group 30,6 set course for the position Iatitude 28°=00'N,
Longitude 138°-00!'E., conducting ASW sweeps enroute,

Tesk Group 30.6 proceeded to new operating area, vicinity
Latitude Z7°~001N. 150°=00'E,, conducting ASW sweeps enroute.
Task Group 30.6 reached track prescribed and continued A/s
sweeps now along that track.

The task group departed operating area and proceeded to assign-
ed rendezvous, ASW sweeps continued enroute.

Task Group 30,6 mede rendezvous wth Task Group 30,8, fueled,
parted compasy from Task Group 30,8, and commenced to sweep
the vicinity of position Iatitude 28°N., i:ongitud.e 138°%,

Task Group 30.6 remained within radar and TBS range of Task
Group 30,8,. Task Force 38 made rendezvous with Task Group
30,8 for fueling, |

Task Groups 30,8 and 30,6 remained in company with Task Force
38, which cruised to the southeast because of a threatening

typhoon,



2 Auzust

3 August

4 August

5 August

8 August

9 Aygust

11 August

12 Avuzust

15 August

1945

1945

1945

1945

1945

1945

1945

1945

1945

Task Force 38 with Task Groups 30.8 and 30,6 returned to

the westward during the day.

Task Group 30.6 parted company from Task Group 30,8 and set
course for a new patrol track, ASW sweeps were continued
enroute,

Task Group 30,6 reached the position designated and continued
A/S sweeps.

Task Group 30.6 set course to rendezvous with Task Group 30,8
in the vicinity of Letitude 320N,, Longitude 150°E,, continu~
ing A/S sweeps.

Task Group 30.6 made.rendezvoua with Task Unit 30.8.2, parted
company from Task Unit 30.8.2, and set course for the operating

area assigned, near position Latitude 320N,, Longitude 150°F,

Tagk Group 30,6 reached the assigned track and continued its
A/S operations thereon.

Task Group 30.6 contacted Task Unit 30.8.2 and remained within
redar and TBS range of that unit continuing 4/S sweeps.

Tesk Unit 30,8.2 with Task Group 30.6 in company, set ;z.
southeasterly cowrse to avoid a typhoon. |

Tagk Group 30,6 remained in company with Task Unit 30.8.2 and
set & southerly course along & track assigned by Com3rdFlt.
Designation of Task Group 30,6 changed to Task Group 30.7
with no change in composition,

Task Group 30,7 in company with Task ¥nit 30.8.2 made ren-
dezvous with the remainder of Task Group 30,8. AlPoa 579
received by ANZIO0, including orders to cease all offensive
operations against Japanese forces. Task Group 30.7 continued
to cruise in company with Task Growp 30.8. Night A/S seerches

digcontinued,
- 14 -
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18 August 1945

19 August 1945

22 August 1945

2% August 1945

30 August 1945

2. Sept. 1945

Task Force 38 made rendezvous with Task Group 30.8 and Task
froup 30,7 provided daylight VT searches bow and ahead to & -
distance of 60 miles,

Task Group 30,7 set course for Guam,

ANZIO enterec'i Apra Harbor, Upon arrival, Task Group 30.7
we.s dissolved and ANZIO reported to ComThirdPhid for duty.
Squadron V0=13 detached from AiWZIO and Squadron V=66 ro=
ported aboard for duty.

ANZIO0, together with OLIVER MITCHELL (DF-417) and ROBERT F.
KELLFR (DE-419) as escorts, sortied from Guam and commenced
refresher flight operations for pilots of V=66,

Continued refresher flight operations off Guam, ANZIO ace
companied by OLIVER MITCHELL, ROBERT F. KELLER set cowrse
and were joined enroute by GomCoftDiv 72 in LAWRENCE C.
TAYIOR (DE~415) with MELVIN R, NAWMAN (DE-416) and TABBERER
(DE-418).

Continued enroute to OKINAWA to participate in occupaf;ion

of KOREA.
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RadgRATIVE HISLORY OF USS ANZIO (CVE-57)
CHAPTER 1
THE CORAL SEA GOES TO SEA

The third of Henry Kaiser's CASABIANCA Cless Escort Aircreft Carriers was
comnissioned USS CORAL SEA (CVE-57) the morning of August 27, 1943. Originally
listed as the ALIKULA BAY (ACV~57), and later renamed the USS ANZIO, she was
launched at Vancouver, Washington on May 1, 1943. On the 13th of Avgust & few
chosen members of her crew — collected and trained especially for CVE!s at
Bremerton, Tacoma and Astoria ~ joined the civilian workers who sailed her fron
Vancouver down the Columbia river on August 14 to Aatoria: Oregon, Trouble
developing with her boillers resulted in minor alterations that twice delayed her
conmigsioning. She was placed in commission at pier 3, Astoria, by Captain
Janes D. Barner, USW, Commanding Officer of the CVE pre-~commissioning detalil
at Astoria, In an impressive ceremony, with mugie by the band of the Tongue
Point Waval Air Station, prayers by Chaplain Will-Mathis Dunn, USNR, of the
Coral Sea, and specches remarking the sisznifiegnce of her name and the battle
fron which it was taken, Captain Birner gave the ship over to the Command of
Captain Herbert Watson Taylor, USH, of Pensacola, Florida,

For & month the CORAL SEA lay alongside at Astoria, taking aboard supplies,
orgenizing, and readying for sea. On September 24 in & dense fog she stood
out of the mouth of the Columbia into the Pacific and headed for Puget Sound.
The ship's performance on the trip was entirely satisfactory, though most of
her crew, 90% of them land-lubbers, were violently seasick. She anchored at
Sinelair Inlet off Bremerton Havy Yard the following reorning and wes depermed
at Illahee, Weghington, on the 26th., The next norning, she ran the Puget Sound
desaussing range and in the afternoon- anchored at Port Townsend. On the 28th
the CORAL SEA commenced a series of operations out of Port Townsend for calib-
rating Radar and Radio—direction-~finding gear, structural test firing, and

0 1S
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conducting punnery exerc}ses: Bombs were loaded at Port Townsend before tying
up at Seattle, iWashington, on the 30th, The following day the CORAL SEL got
underway arain and swung ship for adjustment and calibration of the standard
conpass, returnin~ to Seattloc that evening, On the 2nd of October she took on
armunition at Dleke Islend, Washington, and departed that area, passing in
thick fop thru Admiralty inlet and standing out the Strait of Juan De Fuca,

for San Francisco,. : : _

Mot being scheduled fo: o shakedown cruise in the normal sense, the cruise
south was utilized to the fullest extent in training the ships! company to take
their place in the Pacific Fleet, Daily dawn alerts, which were destined to
continue for two years, made the crew security conscious, Other drills,
Funnery training and lepture classes gave a foretaste of a daily routine aimed
at welding a new ship and new Arew into a fighting unit. 411l hands seemed to
sense the urgency of the situation gnd gntered into all gctivities with en=
thusiasm. The COR.L SEL anchored in San Franeciseo Bay on the 4th of October,
shifting her berth to Oekland the next day. There she took aboard general
aviation spare parts in prcpgraxion for her duties as an operating carrier,

She seiled from Oskland apain on the 6th,

Arriving at Forth Island, Sen Diego, on October 8, the CORLL SCL picked
.~ Composite Squadron Thirty-Threc and planes and that same day sailed for
hor first flight operations. During the next week = with a return to North
Island for replacement planes = :lic conducted flight operations in ideal
weather off the Coast of C-iifornia. She was frequently within sight of the
mainland and the Coronados, and of other CVE's of the BOGUE and CLSLELLYNC..
classes. Conditions were relaxed and pleasant; even radio silence was not
mainteined. The squadron was eager to make a good showing, with crew intent

on their first experience opersting as an aircraft carrier. Plane losses from

-en
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sccidents were heavy but no personnel were lost. As aismooth—working tean,
squadren and crew, officers and men, took their ship into the destroyer base
at” San Diego on October 15, 1943, for nminor alterations and repairs before
leaving the states for assignrment as a combatent CVE.

On the 25th of october the CVE~B7? sailed westward from San Diezo with a
nixed load of planes, cargo, &nd rassengers, for delivery to Pearl Harbor,
$he arrived there on the last of the month to the tune of "ALOHA OB" and re~
cavied a message from CINCPAC: "Weloome to the Pacific Fleet." This was the
first appearance at Pearl Harbor for the ma jority of herofficers and ren,.
Old and experienced handg were kept busy pointing out places of interecst,
including the wrecks of the UTZAH, ARIZOHA gnd OKIAHOMA, The next day the
CJZAL SEA joined the LISCOME BAY (CVE-56) at sea near the Hawiian Islands
as Tagk Croup 52.3 for further exercises at flight operations end rehearsal
of forthconihg operations. Returning to the Navel Bage four days later, she
tco  on stores and replacement planes and had minor work done on her hull in
the lavy Yard,

During that weck the CORAL SEA underwent final alterations and changes
in her superstructure. One of the first of a new, untried species of ship,
she had had her island remodeled and added to at dstoria and San Diego. Thesge
alterations necessitated somewhat extensive reballasgting and shifting of weight

belowdecks. Although eventually the structural appearance of all Kaiger CVE!'s
became morewniform, in those caya the CORAL SEA eould be readily rscognized
b herunique bridge, flagbage and nignal helyards, radar andradio antennas.
«. Pearl Harbor a large antennae yardarn was removed, and an entire catwalk
was installed outboard at fhe,paés of the island.

i
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CHLPTER II
THE GILBERT ISL/MDS
The CQﬁLL SEL sailed from Pearl Harbor on her first assignmont against
the enemy on the Tenth of November, 1943, as part of Carrier Division 24, with
her sister ships, the LISCOME BiY and COFREGIDOR less the MINILL BLY, under

CiG 5243, Rear Adﬁirrl.Mullinix in the LISCQUE BLY, and with the B/RVES and

»

- 53U Carriers ferrying planes for the operation, This was the first combat
-rperience of carriers of the CLSIBLLMCL Class and the experiment was reparded
ith interest end some scepticism by naval personnel both aboard and elsewhere,
Stoaming variously with Task Forse 54 and ConTaskFor 52 in the PEMVSYLV.NIA

enroute to the Gilbert Islancs, she erossed the equator on Fovember 15 with

officers and men, aluc- i nine=-tenths Pollywors, the colebrations attending the
visit of Neptunus Rox were rough and boisterpus, and warnly sanctioned by hor
Shellback Skipper, Captain faylor. Continuing west, she crossed the 180th
lleridian on the 18th and Joined ConTaskGroup 52.13, OTC, in the NE. MEXICO,
for the assault on the objective.

D=Day was the ZOth: The COR.L SEL was nssigned to furnish air support
for emphibious operations in the capturc of lakin Island simultaneous with the
bloody landings, ﬁnder_support of fast carriers, on Tarawa farther South.
leorsipnnry protection was provided by other fast carricrs striking to the
north in the Marshells, On her first D=Day, the CORLL SEL went into virorous

“le condition, her erew taking thoir breakfast in the dark of the carly
rnins sitting on the decks of the messing conpartments, all tables and
bonchgs having baen secured. The erow wplcomed with cheers the bopbardment

conmenced by the familiar ol battlewagons of BetDiv 3 and the brand-ncw
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neav; cruiser BALTIMORE, first of her class, Descriptions of the bombardment
were passsed thru intercormunications circuits to all hande -~ interspersed
with details of an exciting footd®all ganme, then being played far to the

~ast in the states.

For the next three days, plenes from the CORAL SEA effectively gave air
gupport to the amphibious landing operations on Makin., At Buadalcanal the
Marines had gone ashore without benefit of air support. Here was developed
the new concept of air gupport for amphibious landings which was to set the
pattern for coutless CVE's as the westward push across the Pacific continued.
Comnencing with fightor and toirpedo bomber launchings an hour before sunrise,
the CORAL SZA maintained & nmeximun flight echedule throughout the daylight
hours, deliverinz; thousands of pounds of bormbs and bullete on eneny troop con-
centrations, sun emplacerente and shore installations. In the beginning,
every fligl . was an experinent. Frequent changes in types of bombs and fuzes
were rele, various nethods of target designation were tried and air to ground
corruniecations received particular attention. The effective air support ren-
dered was not without loss - one torpedo bomber was hit during its bonbing
run and crashed, killing pilot and both aircrewmen. Keen coordination on the
“lizht deck began the devel:pran: of & polish which led ﬁo her later reputa=
*ion as one of the nost efficient of her class at launching and recovering
aireraft. liore than once, her decks accepted the emergency landings of
other carrier's planes, and in turn sone of her planes were caught far fron
home with low fuel and had to land on the LEXINGION,

On thé rorning of lovember 24 reveille was sounded 12 ninutes defore
G.Q. and officors an. men of the CVE-57 were dressing calnly when, at 0510,

the ship heaved to the thundercus blast of an underweter explosion. Just
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2200 yargs of her port beam the LISCOME B.Y, Flagship of the Carriers and
formation guide, burst into flame, the victim of a Jap sub's torpedo. Elec-
trified, the crew of the CORLL SEA watched their sister ship burn and explodc
fiercely into what an Oakland newspaper called "L Human Barbecue." shooting
debris into thc air t6 a heirht the CORLL SEL's Navigation Officer estimated
to be a mile, tre CVE-56 spewed wreckage onto the flig?tdeck of the COTLL
SEL where at least one man was hit but not seriously injured. It was later
learned that Press QorrespondGQts on a large earricr 60 miles away saw the
glow of the stricken vessel,, but not for long. L bere 23 minutes later,
men on board the CORLL SEL stood in stunned silence staring at the smooth
waters of the Pacific where the Flagship had sailoed, waters now ompty save
for the survivors - tragically fou = being picked up by escorting destroyers.,

Observors on the fanteil reported without confirmation that a sccond
torpedo just barely missed the CORLL SE..

Even the most phlegmatic aboard the CORLL SEL were visibly moved by the
heavy loss of life (700 out of 950), and by the obvious vulnerability of
their Sister_Sh;p. The small percentage of old-tiners aboard her, used as
they had been on their last ships to hcavy armor and armament, had oven be-
fore the sinking expressed to their youhger shipmates misecivings as to the

safeﬁy of the vessel, and even the least salty was awarc of her comparative

softness.,

During the following weck's operations, including the final departurc

N

frpm tho areae, the CORAL SE.L and her group werc frequently harrassed by

enemy snoo~cr planes dropping flares at dusk = "Charlic, the Lanplighter."
These attacks secemed to be directed apainst units beyond the horizon and a
veritable sunset game of hide-and=-scck devcloped in wbich this group fell

just out of illuminating range of the Flares. Captain Taylor was remembered
o -
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for.his calmness and efficiemcy in ship=handling on thesc occasions and licar
Admiral Turner in the PENNSYLVLANIL won the confidence of all hands with clever
and successful maneuvers to avoid being attacked.

On the 28th of November, the four Escort C:.rriors = CORLL SE.L, CORLEGIDCL.,
VLSSLU and BLRMES = in company with heavier warships and escorts, departed thc
Gilbort Islands area. The return to Pearl Harbor wes made at a near constant
speed of 18 knots, a considernplc pruising spced for the "Jeepﬂ Garriorg and
old Battleships of BatDiv 3, end encounterec heavy secas hcad=on. Violent
pitching cavsed some concern among the small flattops, onc of the BOGUE Class
requesting permission to lossen speed to avold heavy pounding., On this trip,
Captain Taylor set a precedent for smartness aboard the COR.L SEL by holding
personncl inspection on a sunny flirhtdeck with seas so high spray broke over
the forward ranks lined up in immeeulate whito, On Docember 5th, the forma=
tion arrived at Pearl Harbor.

Tied up at Ford Island, the tension of the crow naterially lessened, the
COR.L SE. two days later was loaded dowm, hangar and flightdecks, with old
PEY's and various non-operational aircraft; her crow wort wild with joy at
this undeniable evidence of roturning to the States. On the 8th of Decenber
she departed Pearl Harbor with the Scaplane-Tnder POCOMOKT 28 Task Unit 19.19.¢
On the 14th she arrived in San Francisco, Bay in & heavy fog and berthed ot
Jlameda Lir Station for the primary purpose, after delivering hor load, of ob-
t-ining more plencs. After a week of riotous, pre~Christmas liberties for
her crew, which did much to restore morale, sh~ was ready to get underway =
rofucled, provisioned and stoecked with mew planes, ineluding some for traons-
portation to Pgarl Harbor. Shc sailsd fronm the States on the 22nd of Decemboer,

Once agein the COR/L SEL arrived at Pearl Harbor = now 2 familiar neigh=
borhood to her veteran, battlo-wise crew = on the 28th of December and started

-7.
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the New Year of 1944 by joining the CORRECIDOR as Task Group 19.3. The group
operated out of Pearthagbor from the 3rd to the 5th, rehearsing for forthcom=
ing operations. fgain on the 9th and 10th the two Beby Flattops practiced
their flight operations and gumnery exerclses, The CORLL SEL returned to Pearl
Harber for supplies and provisioning and on the 13th put to sea onec more to
operate in the Oashu area for further training and rehearsals, this time in
formation with the CVE's, MAWIL.L BLY, CORREGIDOR, WLTOHA BLY and V.SSLU as

T.sk Group 52.9. The group returned to Poarl Harbor on the 18th.

<D
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CHAPTER III

THE MASSHALL ISLANDS

Jenuary 22 was the departure date for Task Group 52.9 — the MANILA BAY
(with flag), and the two old running mates CORAL SEA =znd CORREGIDOR, and
screen, Steaning in company with Task Force 52, the carriers were part of
an irpressive force of battleships and cruisers of the old Astoria class, as
well as a large group of transports and attendant auxiliaries., This was the
first time that the extensive, ever-growing strength of the now-famous FIFTH
Fleet was displayed to such a startling extent, and all hands were awed with
the realization that their horizon-sweeping Task Force was but a fraction of
the entire attacking force. and a lesser fraction at that, considering it was
conposed of the smaller, older and slower Men-O-War of the Pacific Fleet. 4
realization of the nany-niles-wide expanse of seapower sweeping down on the
enery target roused a sense of security aboard the CORAL SEA, and dispelled %o
a large extent the sense of aprehension subsequent to the tragedy of the
LISCOME BAY.

The objective was the Marshall Islands, andthe "JEEPSY srrived in the
vicinity of Kwajalein Atoll on Dog-Day, the 3lst of Jinuary, about two days
after fast carrier forces had effectively struck opposing airpower., Flying
Anti Submsrine Patrol and Combat Air Patrol and strikes on the objective, the
CORuL SEA settled to a smooth-running routine of direct and indirect air
support for the amphibious landings that she was to erploy co many tines in
the future., The errors =nd defeciencies which had come to 1lisnt in the Gilberts
campaign had been rectified, the capabilities c¢f the CVE had been more fully
explored, /s an example, CORAL SEA's complenent of aircraft was now sixveen
fighters and twelvé torpedc bombers as conpared with the twelve -nd twelve of
the previcus operation. 4ind thedamage inrlicted on the enemy w-s correspon&ing—

ly greater. Bombs ranging in size fronm 100 to 2000 pounds blasted pin point

e
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tergets as the CORAL SEA's pilots received their insturctions fron Arny and
Marine observers. Over her radio receivers her crew could hear the well-
integrated control of the multi-pronged strike and learned the obvious super-
jority of U.S. Forces, also nany tinmes in the future to be denonstrated, The
sweeping assaults were rapidly successful cn the tiny islands of Kwajalein
and Rpoi at both ends of the mammoth, 70-Mile Kwajalein Atell, while other
forces were equally successful at Majuro atoll to ihe Southeast, Bogies vere
aunerous, however, day and night, and on the 5th, for exarple, the CORAL SEA
went to general quarters at midnight, 0143 and 0223,

The gare day (February 5) COMTASKGROUP 52.9 initiated an innovation by
despatching his carriers into Kggjalein Lagoon one at a tinme for refueling
and rearning - even as beachhead battling wae in progress - and so the CORAL
SEA sent off five of her planes to other ships =nd steamed ints the ATOLL,
Inasruch as the Marshalls had been the uncontested Pre-War territory of the
Wipponese Erpire, thie noverent made the COZAL SEa the first American aircraft
carrier to anchor in Japanese waters. In one of the first examples of the
Fleet's new policy of prompt mail delivery to its units even in battle areas,
sha received nail the fol}ewing day« During the afternoon the crew aired their
bedding on the flightdeck beneath & glaring sun while wasghers with biaoemiars
could observe Marines with fixed bayonets carrying on riore war-like actions
on the beach., During the evening novies on the hangasr deck, those who pre-
ferred other entertainnent could go topside and watch the bombardment of the
objective that was continuing, =nd the glow of resulting fires.

Refueling was accorplished fromn the tanker GAZELLE in a 22-Kaot wind
without camels, none being available. Both ships were anchored and employed
tugs with stern lines to hold then steady. Despite all precautions, however,

slizht damage was done to the flzgbag catwalk of the CORAL SEA. The next
=10
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norning the little carrier launched more of her planes to augrent U.S. planes
slready in the area, the first time she catapulted aireraft while a2t anchor.,

Sailing out past the Pagoda-Like Vip bouys eff Kwajalein Island on the
7th of Februzry, the CORAL SEA eontinued operations in the vicinity, and on
the 11lth was assigned, with CARDIV 24, to Task Group 51.6, with Rear Adniral
Davidson in the MANILA BAY retaining Conmand. The next day the return donbing
by the Japs ef Roi on the Northeastern exirenity of the Lagoon wzs observed
aboard fron a distance. On February 12 Pilot Penbroke of the CORAL SEA set
his plane down on Kwajalein airetrip, then in a state of semi-corpletion,
when engine trouble prevented his return to the carrier; thus beconing the
first Anerican plane to land on J panese soil.

On the 24th of February the group set its course for Eniwetok, the
westernnost of the lMarghallg, which was to be the next Atoll token, However,
on the 25th, orders were received to reverse ccurse znd, with the COR EGIDOR
and Escorts, as Task Unit 55.1.2, return to Pearl Harbor, After an uneventful
trip, they arrived off Oahu on the 3rd of March, Partners in two Garpaigns,
having saild into Japanese waters and left thenm Anmerican, and never once

having been hit by the enemy.
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CHAPTER:IV
" THE BISMARCH [RCHIPELLGO
On March 11, 1944, the CORLL SEA with CORREGIDOR and escorting destroyers
stood out of Pcarl Harbor under orders from a comnand new to her - Com3oPac =
to sail to Espiritu Santos., However, these orders were changed en route to the
Port.of Tulagi in the Solagons; She crossed the Eqpator appropriatelyhenough
during tﬁe Ides of March and celebrated the entry into Neptune!s Domain of her
small propo;tipn of Pollywogs, this time much morehingeniousxy though less
roughly than in November of '43. The ceremonies md preparations~lasted for
three days, culminating in a colorful spectacle on the flightdeck.

It was during this trip that the COR'L SEL sustained her first and most
tragic operational loss., During routine landing operations, a TBF, fully
armed fer Anti=-sub work, overshot the flightdeck and dove into tho water just
off the port bow, /Almost instantly the ship heaved to the explosion close
aboard of one of the plane!s depth“charges and a few seconds later, at greater
depth but close to the ship's stern, to a sccond under-water blast, Seams of
the ship wecre straired and some cgmpressed air lines broke, but no serious
demage was dones Neither the planc nor its three occupants were seen after
hitting the woters A grisly message from the planecuard destroyer reported
the only remoins as being a small piece of human flesh.

48 the heat increased propor?ionately with her approach to the”Solomons
Islands, the CVE=57 passed thru an awesome clectrical storm on the night of

liorch 18, during which the sky was aflame with nesby lightning, radio reception

was almost blacked out, and the ship was phenomenally illuninated with a ghostl

display of S$t. Elmo's Fire, The SK radar screen rivaled any clectric sim on

Droedwaye After making landfall on Malaite Island, the morning of the Vernal
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Equinox, her crow witnessed amother rare naturcl phenomenon = three waterspouts

- P

sinultencously. Passing the mountainous, green Guadacanal, the CORLL SE.L stood
into Tulagl harbor on March 21 and anchored between the main Florida and Tulagi
Islandse Although some of her sisters, and many other warcraft werc anchored
at Purvis Bay, this was the first timec an aircraft earrier had anchored at Tul-
agl; the CORLL SEL and CCRREGIDOR were soon surrounded with swarms of sighte
sceins small craft, For most of her crew it was the first view of the true
jungle of the tropies, but to a fow 0ld hands it wa2s a return to a familiar
spot haunted with memories of the nightmare battles of Guadaeanal and the .
erippling and sinking of fine /merican eruiscrs. Many of the CORLL SEL's of=
fieers were long to remember the more playful hours of the "Iron Bottom Bay
Club" at Purvis Bay.

iftor provisioning and fueling, Task Unit 36.3.1 - the CORREGIDOR with
OTC, CORLL SH: and escorts = sailed on the 30th of March, 1944. Steaming up
thru the Solomons, thoy passed out between Santa Ysabel and Florida Islands,
passed the Green Islands, and skirted Mow Ircland to reach the ©t. Matthias
group on Lpril 2, Théy relieved the MLNILL BLY and VATOMA BLY providing inti-
Submarinp Patro; and Combat Adr Patrol for t?e "merican Forccs newly landed on
Emirau and for new foreces still arriving., On the 6th of April one of the
COrAL SEA%s Wildcats shot down the first gneny plane eredited to the ship - A
Jop "Betty" Twin-Enpined Bomber, whiéh was contacted by Radar and to which the
plancs were directed by CORLL SEL Fighter Director. WMighttime C.Q's became so
frequent as to be montonous, occasioned by the presence of enemy planes, often-
ti e@s near erough to be audible. and several times passing overhead., On Arril
10, shortly after midnight, the ship's purrers received their first command to
open fire on an enemy target, but the plane apparenrtly rever came within cffect~
ive rangze, 4 few minmutes later, however, the Escorts fired at other encmy air-

reft within range and by way of deception all ships made heavy smoke. The
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formation was not attacked, however. It was concluded that the frequent
bogics were enemy ovacuation plames from thé garrisons of Rabaul and Kavienrg.
On the 1lth, with the airstrips on Emirau operative, the group left the

vieinity and arrived at Tulagi three days later,
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CHLPTER V
HOLLANDI.=fITLPE, NEW GUINELs

_ The CORLL SEL loft Tulagi apain on April 16, Joining Taskforce 78,
bound for the Hollandia=iitape arca of the morthern coast of Yow Guincea,
This was to be the CORLL SE.'s first assignment to Goneral Douglas Mac
Lrthur's SOWESTPLC Theatre of Opcrations. The crew was impressod with the
groat distance that lay between them and the UeSile, 6,090 miles = for they
wore now almost as far west as Tokyo itself. Realization of the remoteness
of the states was inspired by the breaking off of radio comrmnications with
Pearl Herbor and ostablishing them with Moumea, New Caledonia, and Canberra,
lustralia, On the 19th the CORAL SEA joined with the CORREGIDOR, MAMILA BAY
end NATOML BLY to form Taskgroup 78.2 and to provide Lir Support and Sub De=-
fense for the Lmphibious Operations ab *itape and Hollandia, commencing April
22,

The CORLL SEL was operating in a veritable fleet of her younger Kaisor-
hatehsd sisters and not infrequently othor formations passed by ond crossed
her path. During this operation the full capabilitics of the CLSABL@WCL class
CVE's wore exploited throughly for the first time, and their Polo~Pony ehar=
actoristic of being able to “Turn on a Dime" developed thru exhaustive man=
cuvers. On vne occasion Taskegroup 78.2 slipped neatly thru another group of
four "Jeeps" with their respective courses at near right angles, passing bows
across sterns in an exacting display of expert ship-handling., This agility,
o result of twinwserew and well-designed hulls, was to prove the deciding
weapon of defense apainst onemy air attack during the Marianas operation and
epaingt high calibre gunfire in the battle of Leyte Gulf. 4t this tine, too,
the CORLL SEL reached a peak of efficiency in plane=handling, launching and

landing aircraft consistently faster t%@;isome of the other carriers with her.
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On Dog=Day for the *itape landings, thc 22nd qf April, the baby flate
tops cruised off the coast of Vow Guinea providing air support. The COR/L
STi's pilots here encounterad terrain conditions decidedly in contrast with
the small, low atolls of the Pacific islands which had previously becn the
target of their bombs. Dense forests and undergrowth rendered concealment
of tarzets comparitively easy, It was soon discovered, however, that a maj-
ority of the cnemy forces had withdrawn into the hills to the south of the

coast line and, aftcer the pre~landing bombings, there was little call for dir=

ect air supports The following day the group was joined by the /Lustralian
heavy cruisers AUSTRALIA and SHROPSHIRE and throc lussie Destroyers, Opeorate

ing in formation with vessels of a foreipn Navy taxed skill in manoeuvering
coordination, There were some occasions both corfusing and amusing result=
ing from T.B.Se voice transmissions spoken, as they were, in the highly varied
accents of Lmerica ard Australia, On the 25th the group provided air support
for the further amphibious operations at Hollandia, and the following day set
thoir course for Sceadler Harbor in the Ldmiraly Islands,

Lrriving at lianus Islands Lpril 28, the CORLL SEL and the othor ships of
her group fucled and tgok on provisions, The islands had Just rocently been
captured, and were jointly occupied by lustralians end Lmericans. Supplics
which sho took on were her first oxamples of reversc Lond-Lease, and added
novelty to the diet of the officers and ecrew with such connodities as cranm
berriecs, mutton, rather husky rabbit, and cream in "tins" instead of in eans,
Ready once nore for further operations, the ships departed on the 29th of /lpril
and returned to the Hollandia area, where Phinps were progressing smoothly
and with relatively little loss of imerican life on the beachess On the 4th

of May, the CORLL SE.L anchored onee more in Sceadler Harbor,

«llm
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Hor ongines had been giving signs of trouble for some time and the
CORLL SEL was subjocted this tine in port to a through oxanination of her
nachinerye It wes fourd that numerous piston rings had broken in the for=
word main engine. It was decided to =nd her to Espiritu Santos for ncces=
sary repairs. During the three-day stay in tho Admiralties, however, the
ship's‘_conpany wes afgorded sone recreatgzon in the f_orm of excellent natural
owinming facilities on tho beaches of tiny islands in the harbor., The ship
departed Sceadler May 7th as part of Taskgroup T8 olse

The beautiful isalnds of the Vew Hebrides rose blue from the sunny
Pacific before the bow of the CORLL SEL the morning of May 12, Captain H, We
Toaylor inspectod his men in tholr gleaming whites for what was to be his last
tince The ship anchored on May 12th in Segond Channel and on the 14th Captain
Taylor was relieved as Commanding Officer by Cor::xar\aer Paul Wesley Viatson, usy

Exccutive Officer of the CORLL SEL since commissioning. Qonmandor Watson was
promoted to the rank of Ceptain on May 21, Lieut, Commander E. ¥. Davis, USN,
originally issistant pir Offieer but at this time fir Offieer, was promoted
to the rank of Commander and assipned as Executive Officer. Engine repairs
were completed with tho aid of working perties and engineers from the VeliaBaey
althoush not in the originally allotted time and the ship's aveilability at
Tspiritu Santos was lengthened. On the 2nd of Junc, however, sho was ready
for conbat once more, armed and provisioned, and departed that day with the

CORRECIDOR ss Trskunit 53.7.2, oscorted by Destroyers af Taskunit 53.7.4s

17~
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CHAPTER VI

THE MARIANAS:

Entering waters which she had played a ¥@¥part in winning, the CORAL
SEL reached Kwajalein in the Marshalls on the 8th of Jume and anchored in
its northern anchorage near Roi Island. The night beforo standing into the
anchorage she had received the word by shortwave radio that allied forces had

andod on the Mormandy Beaches; the crew was in unusual state of excitemont
and suspense the following few days as the first news was boing expandoed.
The CORLL SEi was ready to operateponce nore with the CO@@EGIDOR, Flagship ;
of Rear /dmiral Felix Stump, Commander Of Carrier Divi&ion 24,

Thus, on the 1Oth of June, 1944, in company with the light cruisers
II'NOLULU and ST. LOUIS and a division of battleships, thesc carricrs péiled
as part of Taskgroup 53,15 for the Marianas Isiande, Under protection of
these carriers and other warships was a formation of transports and othor aux-
iliaricse On Dog=-Minus#Onc Day, upon rendezvous with the escort carricrs
KITKUN BLY (with flag) and GLMBIER BAY, the group of CVE's formed Taskgroup
53411, opecrating at various times under bo}h task orgonization designations,
It was June 14 when they arrived off Saipan, the first objective of the came
pgign. CORL; SEL and the other CVE!'s continued their migsion of providing
Lnti=Submarine, Combat Air Patrol, over our forces; and row provided also
bombing and strafing attacks on the objective, : )
On Dog=Day, June 15, 1944, lgndings were mede on the beaches of Saipan

with 1little opposition, covered entirely by aireraft from escort carriers,
the first time such a procedure had boen undertaken. (The First-Line Carriers
were starcing into the Philippine Sea to Bunt down and attack an enemy surface

force reported to be underway,) During the ovening of the 15th several -
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Japanese planes were sighted from the CORLL SEL and attack threatned, but
the éianosition was not attacked. Several snoopers were sighted from the
ship early the next morning, causing another in a monotonous series of day
and night G, Q.'p. One ship of the formation opened fire, but the Japs did
not press home an attack, At this périod the famed Taskforce 58 was endeav-
oring to establish contact with a powerful enemy sprface force to the west.

On the 17th of June, 1944, an @ll-out. coordinated Jap aerial attack
wag launched, well-timed both in the Philippine Sea as well as against the
smeller carriers providing air cover far the newly=-won beachheads of Saipar,
hile Vice Ldmiral Mitscher commenced the famous "Merianas Turkey Shoot"
sone 500 miles to the west, a large formation of enemy plames, of nixed
types, approached the CVE disposition,

Lt 1750, CORAL SEL in Task Group 52.11, numcrous Bogies were roported
on the Radar Sereen = more enemy planes then the operators had ever seen on
the screen before, .t 1803 the OTC ordered General Quarters, and several
different groups of onemy planes began elosing formation, Fighters from the
rroup were vectored to intereept, which'they did at 1849, 27 miles fron the
fornations Enemy planes continucd to close, however, and at 1848, the pree
cise minute of sunset, the force was attacked by Japancse Dive Bomberse

The Task Group opened fire promptly and accurately, The first ship ate
tacked was G/MBIFR BLY; a twir engine bomber, attacked hor from dead ahogd‘
and dropped 2 bonb about 100 fect on her port bowe Tho plane also apparent=
ly strafed hers CORLL SEL took this plane heavily under fire; the plane hit
the water and exploded, '

4t 1851 a Judy attacked CORLL SEL from bearing 055° T, then dead ahoad

and the ship fired on it during the dive from 65° elevation, 8000 feet alw=

titudes The bomb landed 100 feet off CORLL SEA's starboard quarter, The
®]0w
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plene hit by CORLL SEL's fire lost eomtrol in the pull ous at 1500 feet, spun

in, and erashed and burnmed 300 yards off the starboard quarter:

it 1853 a Jap Kate attacked the ship from the port bow, on a course
about 160° relative, as it came in about 50 feet above the water, It was hit
by the CORLL SEL's port batteries, cartwhedled, and disinterrated 400 feet
asterns

Lt 1905 a fourth plane attacked CORLL STL, from the starboard bow cross-
ing to porty 4t was brought down by the ship's runs, 2000 yards off the port
quartere

The fask group excgted numerous evasive maneuvep during this action,
Mo ship of the formation was seriously damaged, although sevaral other CVE's
under simultaneous attack in the vieinity fared less well. Several planes
on CORLL SELts flight deck were slightly damaged by bomb fragnents; the stern
lizht was gplinte?ed, and two members of the crew were slightly injured.

_ On Sunday June 18th, 1944, Bogies were reported at 0425 and at 102, but
on neiﬁher’occazsipn was the formation attacked: Lt 1435 eremy sircraft were
roported in ‘tha reneral vicinity, and at 1615 forty to forty-five Bogics were
roportec at 97 miles, Ls they contimuec to close, the formation (T.Go 52411)
went to genaraliquarters, and at 1636 CORLL SEL launched 6 fightors, vectored
by CORLL SEL's fighter direction to intercept. Despite the intergeption -
CORLL SEL planes downed a total of 8 Tonies and 2 Irvings sure, plus 3 Tonics
and 5 Irvings probable = six Jep Irvings broke through end at 1755 nade 2
torpede, strafing, and bombing attack on the Tesk Groups They cane from the
direction of the starboard qugrte;, out of the setting sune One Torpedo was
yns launched et GAMBIFR BLY and one at CORLL SELy both missed, One bomb
dropped 30 yards off CORLL SE.'s starboard beamn, without damagé to the ship.

Lttempted strafing of CORLL SEL was not successful, The starboard .batteries

w2 Om



CONFIDENTIﬁL i =

opened fire promptly and brought down two planes; the first fell 800 yards
off the port bow and the second in flemes attemptod to crash on deck tut
was knocked down 300 yards short, on the starbooard bow, 4 third plane which
this ship brought under fire passed low over the water from starboard to
port, and in turning to attack CORREGIDOR was set afire by this ship?s fore
word port batteries; it pulled up to 300 feet and crashed into the sea.

The fourth planc engaged flew 50 feet above CORLL SEL's flight deck, dropped
a bomb off the starboard beam, was set afire by our port batteries, and

crashed 1500 yards off tho port quarter. Two other Irvings are belicved
to have joined in the attack, in oddition to the six first sighted. Of
thesc eight planes, seven were shot down by ships of the formation; the

eighth, smoking as it fled away, was shot down by a CORLL SEL Fighter fir-
craft, o . 3
_, During this enpagement the ship made numerous cvasive turns, both on
signals from the OIC and to avold torpedoes. 4t 1755, in the midst of tho
attack, CORLL SEL launched two fighters, The attack was over at 1758, nnd

CORLL SEL censed firing. A few scattered bogics aprcared from time to time

on the screen, and CORAL SE. secured from General Quarters at 1947.

The Japs were not dissuaded from attacking our CVE's. Lt 0613 a bogoy
was reported at a distance of 26 miles, COR.LL SE. went to General Quarters
and commcnced launching emorgency fiphters at 0619, 1At the same moment a
group of four high altitude and dive bombers attacked the disposition, com=
ing from dead ahead out of the rising Sun, At 0619 = near miss landed 50
vards chead of CORLL SEL but without damage to the ship., Two planes dropped
bombs astern of btut near G/MBIER BLY. One dive bomber attompted to attack
CORREGIDOR but was driven off. CORLL SEL opened fire, mut the plones were
too high (10000 or 12000 foet) for accurate marksmenship. Therc was no dame

270 to any ship of the formation and, so far as is known, none to the cnomy,

2=
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Lt 0750, the radar screcn being clear, CORAL ST secured from General
Quarters., o

The gunnery of COR/L SEL was fast, accurate and effective, tho result
of many previous hours of gunnery practice. Morale was hich, in contrash
to that at Makin, for all hands felt that the Japs wore mastered. <
P, TIt‘hud‘ortpihu&}y'b@onipidnhgd to landitroops on Guan three or four
deys after the Saipan lancings, and the CORAL SEL sailed South to commence
softening=up operations at that island. The unit was recalled to the_Saipani
area when it became obvious that the penetration of Snipan by American Solde=
jers and Marires was not progressing as favorably as the imitial beach
Pightinge

During the entire period off Seipan, CORLL STL eontinued to provide
bombing and strafingz attacks.on the objective, On Junc 18th, one pilot was
fatelly ;nju;ed in landing aboard. Turning a successful bombing strike on
Tinian on June 20th, several COR/L SEA planes were forced down, with pilots
and crew missing: i

There were numerous further reports of cnemy planes but no furthor ate
tack rcached the CORLL SEL. GCommencing on 21 June, CORLL SE4 and CONREGIDOR
Joined Task Group 53.1, a transport group East of Seipan, and commencod pros
viding air cover for it, On 25 June the ontire formation set course for
Eniwetok; CORLL SEL remained there from 28 June to 1 July, and then returne
ed to the Salpan area in company with CORLEGIDOR and escorts, CORLL SEL
planes took part in the bombardment of Guan from 9 July to 12 July, with
considerable damage to th; eneny installations there.

Leaving the Mariareiarez on the 12th of July, the CORLL SEL dropped

anchor in Eniwetok Lagoon on the 15th, After replenishment, on the 17th
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she departgd onee more for the Marﬁanas. Just outside the anchoragohshe
suffered an enpineering casualty and was forced to leave formation and return
to anchor. Later, orders were received to return to Pearl Harbor., It had
renerally been supposed that the CORLL SEA would be given a much=-necdod
Stgteside yerd period éftcr th9 Marianas operation. As joyful as wero g}l
hands at the prospect of returning to the U.S.,‘thgy werc still understande
ably ammoyod at not being able to return to Guam for D=Day, of being cheated
out of the homor of being present when the first landings wore made on Jap=
occupied ‘merican soil. : 5

With the PC~1139 as escort, the CORAL 54 departed Eniwetok on the
23rd of July, and arrived at Roi, Kwajalein Atoll, on the 25th. Leaving
most of her planes at Kwajalein,the noxt day CORLL SEL departed for Pearl
Harbor, escorted by the COMPEL, [M=-162. It was with a werm sense of nostal=
gla that her crow scanmmed the now nearly empty navy.yard as they pulled in
and tied up at berth Fox-1, _The same day, the 2nd of fupushy, slipping away
from the dock to the sentimental strains of Hawaiil!s Mational "LLOH.L OE™
and the meeningful "California, Here We Come," the CORLL SE. stood out of
Peorl Harbor, sinply, her course set for San Diero.

_ Expeeting many alterations and repairs, as well as limited recreetion
and leave for the crew, the ship was enpaged in o bustle of activity oven
as she pulled into San Diego at Forth Island on [urust 9th. Immediatecly
she discharged her squadron, VC=33, end personncl of ship's company, who
were being detached, A4fter shifting her berth to tho USN Repair Basc the
next day, the first leave party spoved“off, comprising approximately half
the ship's company, on a well earned and hirhly appreeiated 15-day leave.

The second loave part left on the return of the first. Because of the
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tirgenoy and amount of work to be accomplished aboard, liberty for the erew
during the five-week yeard avallability was minimized and more than once
cancelled, On the 3lst of July the CORLL SE4 wont into Prydock Mo. 1 at

the Repair Brse, when the bottom was cleaned and painted. /[ltogether at

the RepairLBrsc,_much“work of overhaul, repair, ang a}teration was accoms
plished, including a mew meaéure of camouflage painting, Mumerous personnel
reccived special training during this period. On September 12th and 13th
COR/LL SEL_conducted post rgpair trials off $an Dipgo; these proved satis=
factory end the ship returned to Yorth Island, San Dieg§ and loaded aireraft

and personnel for transportation.
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CHAPTER VII
THE PHILIPFINES

Rejuvenated and ready for battle once again, the CORAL SEA stood out
of San Diego and passed Point Loma on September 16,1944, her course set for
Pearl Harbor, Packed eboard her hangar and flizhtdeck were 71 aircraft, spares,
ammunition, personal effescts and about 200 passengers for Hawaii., Leaving her
blimp escort at sunset the first day out, she made an uneventful voyage, arriving
at Ford Island on the 22nd., For the next two weeks she underwent final alter—
ations and material additions, including special night landing lights, which
had not been effected in the States, sending many of her personnel neanvhile
aghore for formal training in the use of lately developed weapons and instru-~
nents. XEmbarking her new squadron, VC-82, she sailed for exercises in the
Hawaiian area on the 8th of October.

The CORAL SEA'g mew assignnent was that of anti~subnarine warfare, in which
a unit composzd of one escort carrier equipped for night flyinz and five
destroyer escorts conducted an intensified anti~submarine campaicn involving
24 hour~a—day flizht operations and the use of highly specialized radar, radio
and underwater sound gear, While CORAL SEA was still in Pearl Harbor, Captain
F, M, Hughes, USN, of the BLOCK ISILANWD, cane aboard and delivered a lecture on
A.3.W. operations which he and others had long and successfully pursued in the
Atlantic and which were generally credited with the near removal of the Sub—
marine nenace in those w%ters. Thus, while A.S.W. was not new to the Navy, it
was to be the CORAL SEA who was to pioneer 24-hour-a-dsy around~the~clock
Hunter~Killer taotics in the Western Pacific.

Operating in and out of Pearl Harbor until October 8, she conducted vari-us
exercises to faniliarize herself with her new task, coordinating her escorts
and planes to nake a perranent tean, and sonetires with a tame submarine naking
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sinulated attacks upon the ship. The novelty of the venture, and stranseness
of the tcole at hand, nore than onee led to hunorous incidents in which the
pretended stalking sub was thoroughly lost to the ship and resurfaced in un-
expected areas., An actual exanple of split-second thinking and quick raneuver—
ing was afforded the conning officers of the COZAL SEA during these exercises
one day when g friendly submerine surfaced directly in herpath. Swift Jjudge~
ment on the bridze avoided potential tragedy. CORAL SEA alsc conducted gunnery
exercises. By the time she was ready to sail on her first A.S.W. nission, her
deck crews and Pilots had trained in night flight operations.

It was during the period at Pearl Harbor, that the CORAL SFA received
notification that her nane was being changed., It was assuned at the tine, and
correctly, that the noble name of CORAL SEA would be given to one of the nighty
CVB's than a-building; the nare of one of Anerica's nost vital naval battles
éeeuing a fitting name for the world's largest carrier. (The CVB-42, the
CORAL SEA-to-be, was subsequently renamed to honor the late President Franklin
D. Roosevelt,) Honetheless, her crew could not ealn a feeling of resentnent
at the change, for they had developed an understandable pride in their ship,
had sailed her untried into battle assignnents seeningly too severe for her to
handle, and had brcught her back an winjured veteran with Nip flags painted
on her bridge. The CVE-57 put to sea from Pearl Harbor on the 16th of October
as the USS ANZIO0,

The ANZIO was flag of Task Growp 12.3, consisting of herself and Egcort
Division 72, less LERAY WILSON (DE-414), naniely LAWRENCE C. TAYIOR (DE-415),
LELVIN R. NAWIHAW (DE-516), OLIVER MITCﬁELL (DE-417), TABBERER (DE~518) and the
ROBERT F. KELLER (DE-419), bound for Eniwetok Atoll in the Western Marshalls,
ihe Captain of the ANZID was Comrander of the TASK GROUP, and the Comrander
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-f Zscort Divigion 72, Comrandera, Jackson Jr, USIR, was Conrander of the
screen in the TAYLOR, The group, including destroyer escorts and planeg,
coordinated, and continued their exercises to develop smooth A,S.W. operations,
as well as routine flizht and gwmery drills. During the eéxercises at Pearl
Harbor and while en route to Eniwetok the ANZIO utilized a search plan which
it used throughout its 4,.5,W, career and until the conclusion of the war, The
plan, sirmple in operation but effective as a search nediur, involved the use
cf only two VT's per flizght. ZEach plane, one to Port and one to Starboard,
flew a flank search, at right angles to the ship's course, Then at the
end of the outboard legs the planes turned ninety-degrecs, flew parallel to
the ship fr a preseribed distance at which point they once nore turned ninety~
degrees and cormenced their inboard legs which brught then back to the ship,
where the gearch was begun anew. The ease of aerial navigation afforded by
this plan, plus the fact that the planes could reorient thenselves on the shipis
position at the inboard ends of the legs, pernmitted day and night flizhts
under difficult weather conditions, The plan had the added advantage of bein
extrerely econonical on the number of planes erployed and thus freed the balance
for use azainst any sudden sub contact,

Arriving at Eniwetok and anchoring on the 25th of October, the ANZIO
took on fuel, aviation gas, supplies and amnunition, andreceived her next
orders directly fron the comrander of the THIRD Fleet, Adniral Willian ¥,
Halsey., With her sane DE's she was desiznated Tasgk Group 30.7 and directed
to procecd on an A,S.W. mission en route Ulithi Atoll in the Western Carsclines;
this designation ghe was afterwards to use for the greatest rart of ten nonths
of intense, round-the-clock flight operations in the far Western Pacific,

During this trip and during the entire period of operation of this hunter—
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killer proup there were sound contacts reported by DE's. On crach ocezsion
the first DE to nakc the contact developed it, usually assisted by one or two
other PE's, (NZIO with the remaining NE's then cleared the immediante arca
and provide air patrols when necessary. Mo contact is abandoned until it
was evaluated nonmsub,
Sustaipinh scveral plane crashes enroute, involving loss of aireraft,
and ceath and injury to squadron rersonncl, the £LNZIO gid not procced directly
to the desipgnatoed soarch arca but anchored in Ul;thi on Novpmber 1, Three
days later, aft-r taking on replacements! fucl and provisions, the L“ZIO was
underway oncc mor:, heaced for her assigned arca for L.S.V. searches, That
same dey (NMovenber 4): however, she received orders to procced to the aid
of the light cruiser RENO, reported torpedoed and disabled in the Philippines
Scae The next afternoon the stricken RENO was sighted, and upon rendezvousing,
fgiven diesecl fuel and aviation gesoline, Task Group 30,7 then continued antie
sub sweeps in her viecinity. Upon arrival of the tug EXTL..CTOR, which took the
cruiser in tow, the AN;IO Fave her a surgested course to avoid the path of an
approaching typhoon, and for two days provided air cover for her. The seas
became steadily henvier and several times prevented flirht operations,
On Novembgr 8y Tesk Group 30,7 was ordered to a fueling area to the )
westward to rendezvous with Task Group 30.8, the Logistics Group suprorting
Task Forcec 38, durins this period winds frequently excecded 50 knots, scas
were correspordincly heavy, and flicht operations were ofyen impossible, For
the rest of thg month the monotony of their new duty begon to impress the
ANZIO'chrewmen, who quickly tired of the todium of 24 =hour=a=day landinpg
and lounchines, and the repeated false contacts, the C.Q'sy, the scarches and
occasional attacks which followed them, yet never expericncing the satisfaction

i
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and thrill of making a kill, Then, early on the morning of November 18, before

dewn, Lieut. Commender C.H. Holt, USW, Squadron Commander, mede a surface
contact with his radar and dropped flares, vhereupon the contact disappeared.
He dropped float lights to mark the spot and the planes of the flight attacked
as DE's rushed to the spot at flank speed, one of them establishing an under-
water sound contact about dawn. The TAYLOR then attacked, and observed three
immediste and vdoleat underwater explesions and then, after an interval, a
deeper, duller explosion, Soon the sea was covered with oil, papers, deck
planking and other debris, Numerous sharke appeared, rising partially out of
the water in an unusual state of excitement, even attacking the boat put over
the TAYIOR's side to rscover samples of the wreckage and oil, Continuing to
give the area close attention from her DE's and extra aircraft, the ANZIO

the next day became confident of her first sure kill when she passed thru two
miles of obvious diesel oil slick, spreading and still rising to the surface
over the spot of the preceding night's attack. ComTHIRDFleet, on being notified
of the attack, reported: "iction makes you membef of plucking board for Nip
Submarines., Well done to all hands." CinCPac added: "Congratuldtions on your
ably following the example aet by your predecessors. We are confident of
additional successes by your Task Grow., Well done,"

On the 23rd of November, Task Group 30,7 set ite course for Ulithi,
conducting swesps around the Atoll for two days before anchoring on the 28th,
On the 4th of December, Captain George Cannon Montgomery, USN, of Vallejo,
California, relieved Captain P.W. Watson as Oonmanding Officer of the ANZID
and as Commander of the Tagk Group, With its new commander, then, the Hunter-
Killer Group departed Ulithi on December 10, reaching the fueling area in the
Philippines Sea once again in swoport of the Mindoro operation, covering the
Lozistics Group vhich supplied Admiral Halsey's Task Force 38, then spearheading
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the latest Philippines landing,

On December 16th, in company with the THIRD Fleet, Task Group 30.7 was
proceeding to a newly assigned fueling area to the Northwest as & tropical
typhoon developed and approached during the day, eteadily attaining dangerous
proportions. All hands turned to and secured the ship for the storm. After
planes and movable objects were secured then meny more lines were added for
good measure, The ship was ballasted for the storm. The destroyer escorts
were stationed astern since it was considered that such position would be
safest for all vessels of the group. Before the sea became too high the group
took maximum distance on other groups to minimize danger of collissiqn during
the storm, On the 18th the full force of the storm struck the formotion,

During the morning the winds rose steadily and the barometer dropped to a
gtartling depth (978.6 MB, or 28.88 inches) =nd a 90-knot wind force was clocked
before ANZIO's Anemometer vanes were carried away, after which estimated forces
up to 120 knots were encountered, Consistent with the locztion of other task
wnits a course was chosen to avoid the worst of the storm and simultaneously
heading into the sea, Since the greatest weakness of the ship was in h@gging
and sagging stresses, the wind and sea was kept as near the guarter as possible,
Ag ballasted the weight of the island reduced the roll to port compensating

in part for the wind on the starboard hand, During the worst of the typhoon
the steering control was so limited that with 3C degrees left rudder and
starboard engine ahead 15 knots and port engine 5 knote it was impossible to
hold the wind and sea more than 10 degrees abaft the starboard beam, Aboutb
noon she passed thru the worst of the gtorm, . Danger>£ron fire was kept in mind,
Two false fire alarms were made, Her crew worked with the speed and strength

of nen possessed; on both the flight and hangar decks they fought with planes,
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Endeavoring to keep them safely lashed down, For an hour the ship rolled 38
and 39 degrees. Water droke over the edge of the Flightdeck and small amounte
down her port stacks; seas that crashed against her crushed one of her Motor
Whale Boats, bent stanchions on her fanteil, twisted and deformed her catvalks

oV eRBEIRA
and lookout stations forward, and swept two of her aireraft, some liferafts,

and one Radio.Antennae, The only perso:nel injury éustained was a broken arm
experienced by an Aircrewman in & flight to secure a plane that came adrift -
on the Hangar deck and crashed into the bulkhead before it waes finally sec~
ured, The ship received no important damage, and cormenced flight operationss
ag soon as the weather adbated, Several other carriers received severe damage
to ajircraft equipment amd ship's structwre., The Task Group became scattered
during the typhoon due to interference by ancther Tagk Group and linited
steering control, The TAYIOR was the only one of her own Destroyer Escorts
who remeined with the ANZIO, although the KELLER and MITCHELL re~joined in the
evening, The TABBERER and NAWMAY were both dismasted, dbut had the satisfacte
ion of rescuing numerous survivors of the Destroyer HULL and SPENCE who went
down in that storm, Neither of the cripled DE's rejoined their sisters until
several weeks later, after repairs had been completed at Psarl Harbor. The
ANZI0, with the TAYIOR, KELLER and MITCHELL, was assigned the duty of search-
ing for further survivors of the HULL and SPENCE and on December 21 the KELLER
picked up four men from the HULL on a liferaft, There were no further incidew
nts in the operating area other than several reports of Bogies; on the 232nd
Tagk Group 30,7 headed for Ulithi and arrived there on Christmes morning,
December 25, 1944,

The Task Group was Joined by the Destroyer KALK and continued its antien

submarine warfare in support of the crucial Lingayen Gulf landinga on Luzone
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Doparting Ulithi on the_29th of Degemyer after replenishmont, the group
roturned to their routine of day and nipht hops, false contacts, and ocm
casional Bories. Sweeps were contined for a month off Luzon and in the
faeling arca before the ANZIO and company roturned to Ulithi, once more
f.ying AntieSubmarine Patrol in the areca of Ulithi for three days, enter=
ing on Jamary 28, 1945. Durinrs the two previous operations, many of the
p-lots gemopst;ated lack of suf ..ient t;ain}ng and cause¢ damage to adr=
craft in landirg aboard bui fortunately no injury to personnel occurred.
lissirmed tp_c dcsipnati_qn Tasgk ?nit 50.7.1! the {NZIO, KELLER and_ MITCHE:LL
departed on Februery 2nd for Eniwectok, conducting extonsive training in
nirht langings technique enroute, which had a marked effect in the further
quality and success of flicht operations after sunscte Anchoring in Eniwotok
on the 6th and sniling the next day, the Anti-Submarine Warfare proup pro-
vided air coverege for Task Group 51,12 and 51,11, [mphibious Groups, on=
route to Saipan, whence the latter two proups proceeded to Iwo Jima for the

next U.S. dmphibious assault.
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CHAPTER VIII
IWO JIMA

Reaching the vicinity of Sa man on February 11, 1945 the ANZIO group cont-
inued their sweeps until the 13th vhen they were agsigned to Task Unit 52.2.2,
comnosed of the LUNGA POINT, MAKIN ISLAND, BISMARCK SEA,. ANZIO and Escorts sail-
inz for Iwé Jima on St. Valentine's day. Arriving off the tiny island on the
16th, the ANZIO got a taste of her old fighting tactics once again when she
flew strikes and provided combat Air Patrol, and in addition meintained night
terget anti-submarine patrol under control of Commander 4ir Support Control
Unit, The ANZIO group separated from the larger Task Unit during the night.
and operated independently, providing target ASP, and rejoining for day oper-
ations, On the 19th the ANZIO sent a strike to Chichi Jima in the Bonins to
the north. Frequent G.Q.'s, "Flash Reds", and Bogie reports Poused an excit-
ment on board not experienced since the Marianas Campaizn. The new Japanese
weapon, the Suicide attack, called for increased agsressiveness, better mark-
menship by planes and ship's gunners since a suicider not shot down was alnost
certain to score a hit., The ANZIO group frequently operated at night within
gight of the gunfire and flares of the objective.

Enemy aircraft pressed down an attack about sunset on the 21lst of February.
At the time the ANZIO was cruising in formation with Task Unit 52.2.2 and 52.2.
3 but preparing te separate for the night to conduct the usual target anti-
submarine_patrol. Bogies first appeared on the screen at 1707 at which time
the 0.T.C., (COMTASKUNIT 52.,2,3) ordered gencral quarters and an air defense
formation, 4t 1825 Bogies were zgain reported and at 1849 the group was attacked
by five Jap planes which approached low over the water from the starboard bow.
On the horizen could be seen the glow from the SARATOGA action. That vessal
shot down several planes and had sustained several hits by Suicide Planes. The

LUNGA POINT and BISMARCK SEA bore the brunt of the attack upon the CVE's under
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fire from the formtion, one of the planes crashed into the sea near the
LUNGA POINT and another near the BISMARCK SEA., 4 third ricbsheted off. the
LUNGA POINT's flightdeck and set fire to planes on deck, then plunzing 1nt6
the seé to port; the fire was quickly brought under control and the ship
continued to meneuver with the disposition. & fourth plane dove into the
BISMARCK SEs aft with & innediate explosion followed by fire and, in a few
ninutes, by nore violent explesions., The striken vessel was unable to keep
her st;tion in formation and, at 2013, turned over on her cide and sank,
About 700 survisors were regcued by escorting vessels ~ i ruch happier record
than thatof the LISCOME BAY, the lagt CVE sunk alongside the veteran ANZIO,
A fifth Jap plane, about 60 feet above the water, bore down on the ANZIO but
turned away under heavy A-A fire., The plane was seen by one observer to R
plode in the air some 1500 yarde on the port bean while under fire fron the
JOHN C. BUTLER (DE-339).

The plenes as Observed fron theAiZIO were apparently suicide planes, as
no atterpt to straff or to launch bombs or torpedoea was seen, After a short
breathingz spell, further Bogies appeared on the Padar screen and between 1918
and 1948 the disposition opened fire nmonentarily on unidentified planes, perh-
aps friendly, for they immediately turned away. There were no further attacks
upon the surface ships that night and the ANZIO came through weeratched, I3
With the screen clear, she was detached with the TABBERER a half-hour later
and carried out her accustomed mission of night A.S.P. during the howrs of
derkness, having been at general quarters for fouwr hours and 4€ ninutes.

Another near—two-hour G,Q. occurred the evening of the 23rd when four
groups of unidentified planes approached the sane forpation, While the dis-

position twisted evasively in énergency turne, the bdogies circled, apparently,
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at a safe distance., At 1936 a single-engined fighter came in from astern
taward the ANZIO, the aftermcet carrier in the farmation, the destroyer
BAGLEY en the port beam and DE MELVIN R NAWMAN cn the pert quarter opened
fire., The plawe turned, however, at about 2,000 yarde and moved out of range
apparemtly having inflected and received no damage,

Not long sfter this, ANZIO planes made attacke on Jap submarines on
two sweccessive dates, the 26th and 27th of February, The first was made
by Lieutenant(jg) W.J. Wilson, USNR, during réutins pight T.A.5.P. On
vatrol, Wilson was vectored to the assistance of the destroyers BENIION
and NEWCOMB who were working a contact in that sector. Flown within ten
miles of the estimated point of the underwater contact, his search was un-
successful for 80 minutes. Then, at 0220, he made a radar contact and al-
myst immediately sighted a large l-claas submarine - at a distance of about
three miles, Maneuvering inte a favorable pesition, he actacked, but it was
not until he was relieved at 030N that enlarging oil slicks were sighted near
the position of contact, All indications were of a successful kill.

The following night Ideutenant (Jjg) F.M. Fay, USNR, was flying his re-
gular patrol under control of dommander, Air Support Contrel Unit, when he
mede a radar contact and, at 0308, saw a submarine crash-dive Just 25 miles
offshore. No successfﬁi attack was practicable at that moment, but wvigilance
was rewarded when, a half-hogr later, the submarine resurfaced and Fay made a
an attack under favorable circumgtances. O0il began te appear on the spot
ghortly afterwards, and tHes attack was officially assessed "B" - probably
sunk,

One of the ANZIO'S primary duties at IWO JIMA was night anti-submarine

patrol., Flying six sectors (with 14 VI's availlable) during actual darkness,
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she made a practice of launching her first flight just before sunset and
landing her last just after dawn. Thig schedule was maintained from 1%
Fobruary through 4 March except for one night when the ship was outside

the objective area and another wuen the flight was gecured by C.A.S.C.U.
because the weather was too bad for successful operations. Only on Fouwr
other occasions were flights recalled or cancelled for bad weather, and enly
on three flights was anything less than the full complement of planes launch~
ed. Iven on the few incidents when mechanical failure lowered the number

of planes in the air, five of the six secters were successfully covered.
During these operations ANZIO completed 106 sorties with 657.5 hewrs of
night flight,

In addition to her routine night flying, the ANZIO's planes inflicted
severe damage on land targets, flying 98 direct support serties (70 by
fighters and 28 by VI's), her figbters alsn making 48 sorties as T.C.A.P.
additionally, 102 sortie; of antiwsub patrol and 124 of combat air patrol
over the CVE group were flown,. Despite these long hours in the alr, plane
losses were held to an enviable pinimum, Not a single launching or landing
accident occurred at night., One pilot and fighter were lost in combat and
one avenger operationally, All other damage in planes was repaired aboard
by her skillful mechanics. In this performance many commendatory messages
were received. Commander Task Unit 52,.2,3 flasghed to Cormander Task Unit
50.7.1: "To you =nd the ships in your Task Unit ~ You have collectively
performed the finest earrier cperation it has yet been my pleasure to ob-
serve. In this my heartfelt appreciatidn. Good luck, God speed." This
nessage boosted the spirits of all hends and was immensely apprecizted by

every officer and man on board, On the 7th of March, the ANZIO departed the
Iwo Jima area in company with DALY(DD519) for Leyte Gulf in the Philippines,.
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In Sen Pedro Bay off Leyte on March 12 the ANZIA anchored for her
firet time in Philippine waters. Her crew was provided with tong-awaite-
ed recreation at a Fleet Center on Samar Island, officers at San Antonio,
end the capital of Leyte itself, the city of Tacloban. There had been
some extremely limited liberty facilities at Ulithi which permitted onse
fourth of the crew to go ashre. Moest of the ANZIO!S men had not been ‘
cshore since the departure from Fearl Harber five monthe beforé. On the
14th Composite Squadron 82 was relieved by VC-17%, honored veterans of a

year!s 4.5.W, operations in the North and South Atlantic,
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OKINAVA

On the 19th of March the ANZIO stood into Leyte Gulf to cénduct Tro-
fresbpor landing operations for her new squadron , and returned to her an-
chorage thet sight, On March 2lst she formed Task Unit 51,1,2 with the
MARCUS ISLAND and SAVC ISLAND and Egcorts and depérted Leyte for the
Ryukyu Islands, This unit provided air cover for the amphidious group TG 51.1
enroute to Okinawa., 9n March 26, forming with Task Growp 52,1 in the vicin-
ity of the Ryukyus, the ANZIN flew dey and night anti-submarine patrols and
provided air support covering the amphibious assualt on Kerma Retto, pre=-
lininary to the assault on nearby @kinawa, Continuing operations with
other ships during the day, on alternate nights she and her IB!s cryiged
independently providing target 4,3.P., and were, in addition, frequently
assigned some area to investigate where a sub contact had been reported.
During the Bagter~Day landing on April 1 on Okinawae itself, and thereafter
the ANZIO flew direct support missions,,and als§ investigated several re-—
ported sub contacts. ZEnemy suicide attacke in the vicinity of Okinawa
steadily increased in frequency and intes3ity, although never coming withe
in gun range of the ANZIO, On 4pril 6th a group of ANZIO planes, assigned
a direct support miseion, were vectored to the assistance of the destroyer
COLHAOUN under heavy eir attack. In aggressive defense of that ship and
others they shot out of the air fowr Jap Vals and three Zekes, reported two
VTals as probablecand chalked uwp one Val as "assist",

On April 9th the ANZIO entered Kerama Retto for replenishment, depart-—
ing again before sunset and a matter of minutes before a Japanese aerial
attack upon that anchorage. The daily, and nore frequent "flash red" of
near ~closing bogiee, the sinking of U,S. ships in the ares, of holocaustic
attacks upon carriers and traneports and other auxiliaries, with especialy
avid attention being directed ox screenix;g vessels, all tended to keep the

Ship's Compeny on the alert and determined not to be caught short.
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On April 16th, os the L'ZIO0 LS7 Group had just completed fucling, a borie
showed on the ANMZIO's rador Seroen. Hor C.L.P. wore swiftly vectored to in=
tercapts The boric grlit and a scetion of /MZIO firhters wore sent after gach.
Onc two plare scction sirhted and identified two emnemy planes. One of the
lattor jittisoncd his bomb-load or wing tank and streakcd away, but the other
o Zoke was splashed by the two ANZIO firhters. The other Mip planes turned and
cscaped before contact could be rdce It was unfortunate that the Jap rlanes
had speed advantage over the AVZIO RM-2 firhters. The 4NZIO continued bHoth
hunter-killer oper~tions and numerous direct support missions for the hard-
battling forces on Okinawa, and on occasion for troops on Ie Shima and other
nearby islands. On the 25th a Jap sub had been sirhted by one of [MZIO's planes,
and several attacks were made by planes and DE's, but without conclusive evidence
of damnge to thc sube Rcﬁaire to INZIO's rudder bearing were urrently needed,
and the [MZIO0 was ordered to Ulithi., The AMZIO arrived at Ulithi on April 30th,
fueled and provisioncd effected the nocessary repairs, took aborrd nine TRi-3E's
in exchange for Toii=1C's peinted out her nany-striped camouflare with Navy gray,
and departed for ta Ryukyus argin on May 18th. Three days later she resuned
f..S47s operations in the Okinawa area, os usual with her five I'B!'s as Task Group
50,7 and contimied thus until liay 27 when LNZIO's part in the Okinawn campaiprn
terninated, :

The iNZIO's two functions during the Okinawa operation were that of a suppor
corrior, and L.S.7. duties, In lor support phase of the Canpeirn she flew 22
sorties and 114 hours of night T.A.S.Ps The nirht flirhts were not without
~poat diffieulty undor these particuler circumstances, however, since the enemy
wr8 neking froquent raids in the area of the objective and the prescribed
soarches earried [NZIO plenes over friendly battories. Her planes were not in-

froquently under [=L fire and, in fact, two of them, and crews, failed to return
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from missionse In shipping lames southcast of Okinawa she flew 342 sortics

cecumulating over 1500 hours of flight time, with 405 hours of them in darkncss,
Thru all types of weather, she launched and landed 73 sorties at nirht without
a single barrier crash, damape or ineident of emy kind,

On ‘ireet support missions, the AFZiO flew 250 sortics, the majority of
which resulted in land tarpet strikes, Ground tarpets were, for the most part,
so well camoufleged that it was impossible to assess accurately the damace from
the aire Tho nany favorable commonts volunteored by the air coordinators in
rorard to the shipts flirhts, hoéevcr, were tostimony to the fact that the
strafing was accurate, rockets and bombs well placed in tarpet areas and that
extonsive damage was sustained by the enemy apround., .[NZIO rlanes took a toll
of surface craft ircluding 29 suicide boats, 20 landines craft and one 500-tonner.
L nessape fron COITLSKUMIT 52.,1.1. to ships of his unit stated: "You have
bocn congratulated by those in authority for your work in the current operations.
Your spiritod rorformance of duty and devotion have been superb. I worked with
tho big fellows and this outfit can hold its head up to any of them." I rain,

e fispateh from CONTLSKFORCE 51 to the Task Group 52.1, said: "le can't tell
you how much we regard the performances of the CVE!s and their pilots in this

a8 well as in ;revioug operations, You_not only do your usual difficult support
tnsks without complaint but also teke on important offensive missions with

carerness and succosSse Well done,!



CHAPTER X
CONFIDENTIAL STRIKES ON TEE JAPANESE HOMELAND

On the 28th of May, the task group designation was changed to 30.7. The
group was then cruising southeast of Okinawa on A.8.W. duty and was given a
nev assignment sweeping a designated area under direct control of the com-
mander of the Third Fleet. The new job started off propitiously with a
submarine kill on May 31. About O430 that morning, Lieutenant (Jg) S. L.
Stovall, USNR, picked up a radar blip while on the last lég of a five-and-a-
half hour seaggch., Alerting the tesk group, from which the ANZI0 inmediately
despatched two planes, he manoeuvered into position and sighted a fully sur-
faced 1-161 class nip sub cruising along at about 12 knots, The craft submerged

a8 he attacked, but the relief planes spott~i an oil slick over the spot a
helf-hour later, which continued to increase in size until it was about 300
yvards wide and 4,000 yards long, DE's arriving soon afterward conmenced a
search, but it was quiekly obvious that the only essistance needed was the
picking up of debris which floatzd to the surface, Deck planking, & report
form printed in Japanese, cork, and Nip light bulbo were retrieved as evidence
of the sinking. Radioed Admiral Halsey: "A rousing well done to you and your

g for pulling the plug on that Nip for the last time",

Day and night, then, the ANZIO went on with her never-ending flight
schedules, From 23 May to 15 June she had planes in the air every ninute of
the day, round~the-clock, with but three momentary breaks -~ once for bad
weather and twice for fueling,

While proceeding with these routine operations (Generally southeast of
Okinawa) ANZIO was ordered to conduct deception radio traffic -~ the trans-—
rnission of messages skillfully designed to give the appearance of those sent

out by Admiral Halsey's own flaegship, Taking zboard a radioman from ComThird



Fleet's flag compleme ¢ for the purpose of nore effectave deception - enenmy
nonitors readily recognize one operator's stqu from another - she started
her deception traffic at the very time (June 11) when the marauding task
force 38, presently engaged in strikes on Honshu, headed south for replen-
ishment, maintaining strict radio silence en route, The object was to give
the impression to eneny radio monitors and traffic analysts that the powerful
task force was still operating in the wvicinity, Thus the little ANZIO was
left as bait for the eneny aircraft based on neardby Kyushu, inviting attack
either if her deception was successful or if it was discovered, Her crew has
ever since insisted that theirs was tﬁe only ship to relieve the entire task
force 38,

On the date of commencing the actual daception redio traffic, the ANZIO
ruptured her aviation gas tanks while receiving aviation gasoline. During
the rest of the day her voids, cofferdam and tanks had to be educted of
Aviation Gas, Small leaks later proved to_be more serious than first sus-
pected, and eduction of Avgas continued svery dey. However, flight operations
were continued until the next fueling. When the ANZIO went alongside a
tenker on the 17th to fuel, she was unable to receive any gasoline, so she
corpleted that day‘har deception traffic, and the task group set course for
Leyte,

On arrival in Leyte on June 20th, ANZIO procesded with replentishment,
the repair of her gasoline ‘tanks, and various other needed repairs in
nreparation for the next operaiior.

The ANZIO departed San Pedro ray the morning of July 6 with her escorts
s Task Group 30,6, The Group he=ded for a rendezvous about 600 miles dvwe east
of Tokyo, and there resumed anti-submarine sweeps in the vicinity of Task Force
38's replenishment force lying off to service Admiral Halgey's mighty naval
torch on its spectacular "Month of fire" raids on the Japenese home islands.
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On the 10th of July the Commander of the THIRD Fleet commenced his attacks on
Honshu, swinging North to Hokkaido for his next swooping foray, while the ANZIO
continued anti-submerine warfare in empire waters Zast of Honshu., Once azain
the ANZIO had a round with a Nip sub, At 0747 the morning of July 16, Lieuten-
ant (jg) W.M. Mclane, USHR, on a reguldr TBM swesp sighted a submarine., He
attacked at once end demaged it so that when it dived 1t left a trail of oil,
The ANZIO dispatched the TAYLOR and KELLER to the scene and followed with
remeining two escorts, 4 relief avenger, piloted by Lieutenant R.J. Nelson,
USNR, tracked the leaking sub in its oil slick and made a new attack at 1600,
apparently inflicting further danage to the wounded craft, Just before noon,
the TAYIOR nade a sound contact at a position in the slick indicated by Nelson
znd made a third and final attack, which was followed by several small and

two violent underwator explosions., Adniral Halsey promptly praised: "Violent
explosions eienating fron Nip subs sre nusic to all ears, Well done," Debris
recovered included deck planking, cork, candles, Japznese personal letters and
Jap paper money. The kill was sebsequently officially awarded a "B" assessient -
Probzbly sunk,

During the remainder of the Month ANZIO continued her daily round-the-clock
anti-sub offensive, variously operating before fueling areas eagt and south of
Tokyo, usually within 500 niles of Honshu, Her closest approach to the Jap-
anese mainland was 341 niles fron Honshu ~ the closest approach of any combat
CVE to Tokyo prior to the surrender., Although the ANZIN had bean prepared for
protracted operations it had been expected that the THIRD Fleet raids, and
consequent logistic support, would be completed at the end of the first week
in August; However, for the first tine in her caresr, world events were to
crowd in on the ANZIO and change her orders tine and again to kesp her at sea

for 47 continuous dayé. The dilivery of the Botsdan Ultinatum on the 26th of
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July the unexpected entry of Russia into the war and the unbelievably advent of
the Atoric Bomb were news itens of great interest to all, Then, just before
midnight on the 10th of August, a rumor was received on board the ANZIC that
shook her as it did every ship in the fleet - Japan was ready to surrender}

411 thru the night and norning in the ANZIO's radio shack, as sverywhere
else in the world where there were radio receivers, a nervous watch wos kept
weiting for the developrent of the rumor. For five long nerve-wracking days
vigilence was maintained, Then, at two ninutes past 0800 on the norning of
4ugust 15, 1945, just as the 4NZIO's crew was noving topside for quarters for
imster amdphysical drill, the word flashed in across the air waves, '"President
Truien announced Japanese have accepted 4llied counter proposal on the surrender
terns without qualification!” The announcenent was nade to all hands a few
ninutes later fron the bridge, then were secured fron quarters and celebration
was spontaneous. The flight deek in the next few rioments becsne a veritable
erdigras of odd costuies and hysterical antics, one crewran nasquerading as a
Japanese war criminal, others "hanging" hin fron the island in nock gravity.

The "EXTRA" edition of the ship’s press news was promptly destributed so all
tould read the welcone words about peace. Two hours later the ANZIN received
a dispatch fron Adniral Ninitz which included the order to cease all offensive
operations against Japanese forces.

Night flight operations were discontinued, however daylight defensive
searches, were nade. It was not until the 19th that orders were to pProceed to
Guan for a' relief squadron, - Arriving there the norning of dugust 22, the ANZIN!'g
Task Group was dissolved upon entering Apra Harbor and reported to the
Cormandsr of the THIRD Arphibious Force for duty. Availability for rachinery
repairs was granted. That night her crew read with disappointunent nress dispatec~
hes which naned a great force of nen-o-war and auxiliaries which were slated to
enter Tokyo harbor with Adniral Halsey's occupation force, The ANZID'a erew had
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been extremely proud of the fact that ANZIO had been the only escort carrier
offensively to engage the enemy duwring his final forays in July and all hends
had cherished the thought that they would have the distinction of entering
Tokyo bay with Adnmiral Halsey's striking force., Even the hope of quick return
to the States gave way to the realization that there was still work to be done
as VC=-13 left the shi§ relieved by new Cormposite Squadron 66,

The ANZIO on August 29, sailed from Guam and conducted refresher flight
operations for her new pilots, and the next day reformed her o0ld unit with
CortDiv 72 (less the LERAY WILSON, as usual), and directing their course for
Okinawa to participate in the occupation of Korea, On 2 September ANZIO had

logged 156,518 niles two ycars after commissioning.
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CHAPTER XI

CONFIDENTIAL OCCUPATION QOF KOREA

The ANZIO on August 29, sailed from Guam and conducted refresher flight
operations for her new pilots, and the next day reformed her old unit, later

designated task group 78.3, with CortDiv 72 (less the LERAY WILSON, as uscual),
and directing their course for QOkinawa, After encountering heavy seas and
high winds en route, the group entered Buckner Bay on September 3, reporting
to the commander of the Seventh Amphibious Force for duty. On the 5th, the
ANZIO stood out of the anchorage to provide air cover and anti-submerine
patrol for the last time, Under ComTransRon 17 she provided air cover for
occupation forces during sortie from Okinawe and en route to Korsa., Numerous
Jap mines were sighted and destroyed in the China Sea and Yellow Sea by the
task group, The disposition passed through a swept channel in a Jap nine-
field in the vicinity of Kokuzan To. The transports proceeded to Jinsen
(Inchon), while task group 78.3 continued on to an assigned operating area
west of Korea., The ANZIO then provided air support for the landings, including
A.8.P. and C.A.,P, for the convoy entering the harbor. In the shallow Yellow
sea her crew remarked the unusual color of the water, especially while in
proximity to the mouth of the Yangtze River, which actually approached its
name in hue, taking on a brazen cast and revealing 1ts lack of depth in
local discolorations at various points. On September 9, the ANZIO while
fueling, cruised close enough to the China mainland to see the Shantung
Peninsula, On the tenth, the support mission was completed, and task group
78.3 was dissolved, although the escorting vessels remained with this fornmer
cormand until the following morning.

The ANZIO entered Jinsen Harbor the morning of September 1l. At noon,

she dispatched her first "on the spot" radio press release as follows: "Jinsen,
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Korea, Sept. 11, First American carrier to anchor in Korean waters, USS
ANZIO, at noon today anchored in Yellow Sea port Jinsen, Mutual curosity
expressed by U.S, Bluejackets who had never seen oriental sailling vessels
before and by Korean sailors getting first look at aircraft carrier, BEscort
carrisr ANZIO accompanied Seventh Fleet as 'Just in case! air cover for
American occupation landings, ANZIO had been first Anerican carrier to anchor
in Japanese waters (in Ewajalein Lagoon in February 1944)," orders werse then
received to lift personnel from the Jinsen area for the U.S.A., and the ANZIO'S
crew rejoiced in the best word they had received since the end of the war -
stateside~bound! on the 13th, the ANZIO, with officers and enlisted personnel
billeted as passengers on her hangar deck, sortied from Jimsen escorted by

the APD BALDUCK and the DE ROLF, The next day the ROLF was detached and ANZIO
and BALDUCK continued as task unit 78.12,6 en route to Okinawa,

To men who had known the sea only during wartime, the majority of then
never having seen the peacetime Navy, the luxury of steaming with ports and
sponson doors wide open at night, a civilized waking in the mornings at the
lazy hour of 0600, the pleasant tones of the bugle again heralding taps, the
delightful ventilation where once dogged ports and hatches had made compartrents
at nighttine stuffy and oppressive = all these left them dazed until the final
realization of peace gradually came over them and left them tired, relaxed
and relieved in a way none had kmown since December 7, 1941, almost four years
before, Already the comfortable neatness and efficiency of a ship at peace
became evident: despite the addition of 400 bassengers, meals were served with
greater speed then ever and with just as high quality. And finally, on
September 23, that crowning comfort of all — the disgarding of the onmipresent
weight of lifebelts, helmets and gasmaks - left a warm sense of well-being

throughout the whole ship.
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The ANZIO anchored in Hagushi VWen near Naha, the capital of Okinawa,
on September 15, dismissing herescort and preparing to fuel and embark more
passengers., But the following day a typhoon to the southward was threatering
to pass close to the island, and the execution of the typhoon plan for reiire-
ment westward was ordered accordingly. The ANZIO reported for sortie to the
light cruiser ST, LOUIS and sailed westward from Okinawa in heavy weather,
During the 16th and 17th as the typhoon passed Okinawa, the ANZIO rolled and
pitched in high seas, but her crew nonchalantly lashed all gear secursly and
paid the weather little heed; since the December typhoon in the Philippines
Sea they hadn't considered anything under 25 dsgrees a real roll. On the 18th,
with the typhoon well clear to the northward, the ANZIO stood into Buzskner
Bay, anchored and refueled, She then received aaditional passengers and, on
September 19, 1945, zot underway as task unit 16.12.2 with an 824-foot
homeward-bound pennant streamed, her course set for Pearl Harbor., The journey
was uneventful, and the ANZIO arrived at Pearl Harbor on September 30th,
having logged 163,600 miles since she first put to sea two years and 6 days

before,
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SUMMARY OF DAMAGE INFLICTED ON ENEMY

GILBERT ISILANDS

Land Targets:

5
&)

MARSHALL ISIANDS

Land Targéts:

A

[EE BISMARK ARCHIPELIGO

-

Enemy planes by ANZIO aircraft:
HOLLAWDIA AITAPE, NEW GUINEA

Land Targets:

THE MARIANAS
Shippings

Land Targets:

Enemy planes by ANZIO AA:

Enemy planes by ANZIO aircraft:

LEYTE OFERATICHS
Submarines:
IV0 JIMA

Land Targets:

Enemy troop concentrations, gun emplace-

ments and shore installations,

Enemy troop concentrations, gun emplace-

ments and shore installations.

1l Jap Betty shot down

Enemy troop concentrations, gun emplace—

ments and shore installations,

éank 10 landing barges.

Enemy troop concentrations, gun empiace—
ments and shore installations.

8 shot down

10 shot down plus 8 probables plus

8 destroyed on the ground,
1 sunk (Class "B" assessment)
Command Posts, caves, airfields, pill boxes

gun positions, troop concentrations, vill-

ages, trench and block houses,
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Enemy planes grounded: 2 destroyed, 5 damaged
Shipping: Damaged; 12 small craft of 500 ton.
Submarines: 1 sunk (Class "B" agsessment)

1 damaged (Clags "C" agsessment)
OKITAWA
land Targets: Warehouses, mills, factories, dwellings,

radar and radio installations, ammunition
dumps, tanks, observation posts, miscel-
laneous buildings and entire wvillages,
troop concentrations and concealed positions.

Znemy planeg grounded: 2 destroyed.

Enemy planes by ANZIO aircraft:8 shot down plus 3 probables,

Svbmarines: 1 attacked but insufficient evidence of

damage.
Shipping: Probably sunks 5 suicide boats and

1-500 ton small craft.
Damaged 24 suicide boats.
'STRIKE OW JAPANESE HOLELAND
Submarines: 2 sunk (2 class "B" assessments)

TOTAL DAMAGE TO TARGETS

Aircraft:
By ANZIO planes:
DESTROYED PROBABIES
Airborne 19 11
Grounded 12 8
By ANZIO AA: 8
Total 39 - 19
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Submarines:

Shipping:

4 gunk 1 damaged 1 insufficient

evidence of damage

Sunk e 10 landing barges

Probably sunk 5 suicide boats, 1-500 ton
small craft,

Damaged: 13 500 ton small craft

and 24 suicide boats.



COITT 3 TIAL DOCU. i 'TATIG: OF HISTORY

A1) data on the ship's novements and task unit, proup, and force designate

ions have been taken from the ship's official records: log, wer dlary, and

aetion reports. ‘dcitional references follow.

Page 29.

Page 35.

Page 36.

Page 40.

2ape 40,

Tage 4l.

Page L3,

Nzte of lawnching from Janes C. Fahey, "rhe Ships and iireraft of
the U.S.Fleet.!  (Low Tork 1944).
nispateh 191340 from ComThird Fleet to Commander Task Croup 30.7,

19 L.ovenber, 1944,

Dispetch 210554 from CinCRac to Commander Task Croup 30.7, 21 love
Pispateh 231957 fron CominCh to CinCPac Rear, 23 June, 1945,

Dispatch 070753 fronm Comander Task Unit 52.2.3 to Conmmander Task
Unit 50.7.1, 7 larch, 1945.

Dispatch 090447 from Commandor Task Unit 52.1.1 to TU 52.1.1,

9 fpril, 1945.

Nispatch 150540 fron Commander Task Foree 51 to Comnander Task
Croup 52.1, 15 iApril, 1945,

Dispateh 311402 from ConTi IND Flect to Comiander Task Croup 30.6,
31 lay, 1945. . \
Dispeteh 170051 from CouiID Flect to Commander Task Croup 30.6,

17 July, 1945.
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Fare 36.

Pa[jc 360

Pere 39,

Tage 4.

lace L3

Dispateh 040550 of 4 .iarch 1945 fron Comnmender Task Foree 51 to
Cormander Task Unit 52.2 near conclusion of I'0 operation: "Reducc
nirht /3P as recuired to prevent dangerous pilot fatigue. xcax Con=
sider that ‘nzio nilots deserve well done for thelr difficult nipht
missions during edverse woather".

Tispateh 040800, 4 liarch 1945 from Commander 'ask Unit 52.2.3 to
5210 quotes above dispateh and ":xx adds his well donc xx".
Dispatch 050339, 5 ‘arch 1945 from Commancer Task Croup 52.2 to
"nzio: "CTG 52.2 adds another '.cll Done! to the exccllent skill

and fortitude displayed by NZI0 nipght flyers during present ardouas
operations”,

Dispateh 050519, 5 arch, 1945 from ComNsCarfor to all carriers of
TG 52.2, CTU 52.2.1, CIU 52.2.3, "The spirit of cooperation by all
CVEs so tangibly menifested in public relations fields most cratifye
ing. Zosults already beeoming evident in return clippings from States.
Xeep vp rood work'.

Dispateh 092115, 9 ‘pril 1945 from Cormandar Task Unit 52.1.1 to
/HZIQ, Misg. Capt. ‘ountromory. Considering lateness of information
riven you your morming operation was smartly executed, well done',
Nispateh 022211, 2 Junc 1945 froﬁ Comander Task Croup 30.8 to Com=
nender Task Group 30.6 in regard to sub kill on 31 .ay 1945, "Con=
pratulations ol the haul of monkey mcat. Keep up the pood work".
Dispateh from C7C 30.8 to ANZIO in rerard to sub kill on 16 July
1945, "Conrratulations and well done to you and your rang for gote

ting a Jap sub",



rage 45, First endorsement by ComThirdFloet on iction Zevort of USS ANZIO
and Task Croup 30.6 Operation, 28 iiay = 1 July 1945. Serial 00282
26 lurust 1945, "xocx lxcellent attacks as deseribed in this report
are o rosult of a woll trained unit. The Commanding Officer, USS
151710 is to be congratulated for maintaining such a hirh derrec of

training during long and tedious patrols".
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ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED BY SHIP'S AA

NUMBER ASSESSMENT DATE
4 Certain 17 June 1945

4 Certain 18 June 1945
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BICURAPHICAL SKTICHTS

BICCRAPHICAL SKZICH OF CAPTAIN H.'., TAYLOR, Usi

ilerbort .atsou Teylor, Jr. was Yorn on 13 August 1597. Fiis boyhood home as
in ;cw Jorsey, and his father was a llenmber of Consress from that state. The
son ontercd ti.e lLavael lcademy in 1217 and experienced sone sca duty during

“orld .ar I, e comploted {light training at IAS Fensacola, and had decp ine

torests in the aviation branch. For instance he experincnted in landlagp ab-
oard the U35 RANCIR with a list on the ship up to seven cegrses. Like nany
otiicrs of thne originel U353 CORAL &L officors, he scrved aboard tho MU GTR,
and -2s ot one time her i.avigator.  In ashincton he was assignod to the Phot-
orrophic Division, lursau of ‘cronautics.

Captzin Taylor's date of rénk is 20 June, 1942, He beecame the first Come
nanding Officer of the CORAL Sk, affter he had served severcl moaths in the
prc-éonmissioning cetail at sstoria, repon. Officers and men had mostly nove
or been to sea before, and the primary responsibility of tiueir training reste
e¢ on Captein Taylor. One of his favorite (and necessary) admonitions was,
"Don't dope off". He led the ship throurh the Cilberts, liarshalls, Dismark
‘rehipelaro, and llollandia=iitepe operationa, and -ias detached on 14 ilay, 1944

and bsceme Conanding Cflicer of U1eCC.PIi3 (CVIL 25).



CC I ST ILT,

BIOURASEICLL SKUICH OF CATTALL P, . _S3'SOL USH

“aul esley ctson was born on 20 fupust 1902 and praducted from the ilaval
‘cadory with tho Class of 1926. e completed flight training at RAS Pensacola
I"loride, and lator sorved aboard the US3 RILCIR. Ilc was the first Dxscutive
Cfficer of the U35 CORAL 374, =nd on 14 llay, 1924 rclieved Captein Taylor as
Coniandins Officer. I'e wes shortly thercalter rromoted to the renk of Captain.
Ir. this ner assignment he mainly continved to corry out ths srcviovs policies,
-Mmiceh he had already earricd out as tecubive Officer and had had o share in
for-mlatine. Captein atson was in command of the CCRAL 5 U during the lar-
ianas operation, while the ship 7as scvoral tines under enony air attack,

and he alse vas Comanding Officer of the A.2IC and task froup commander

vhen tl.c A'ZIC {3 rrovp sonk its first Jap sub. ‘e was relicved on 4 Decem=

ber 124 by Captain G.C. ‘ontgoiery, BGi,

=i
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF CAPTAIN G,C. MONTGOMERY U.S. NAVY

George Cannon Montgomery was born on 4 February 1900 in Warrior Alabama,
and attended high school in Blountsville, Alabama, After preparing at Marion
Institute he entered the Naval Academy and graduvated in 1924, His first reg-
ular duty assignment was on board the IDAHO where he served for a year, fol=-
lowed by four years of destrpyer duty., He received his flight training at NAS
Pensocola and then served three years with VS 9 aboard the USS PENSACOIA, aft-
er which he returned to NAS Pensacola for two years duty as instructor, The
next two years he served with VF 3 followed by a year's duty as senior aviator
of the MARYLAND, After attending the Naval War College and a tour at NAS An-
acostia, D.C., he commanded YS 42 on the RANGER. During World War II he was
Conmending Officer of the USS HUMBOLDT, primarily engaged in supporting pat-
rol squadrons operating against enemy submarines off the Brazilian Ooast,
and skipper at NAS Chicago (Glenview) before taking command of the ANZIO
and her anti-submarine task group on 4 December 1944,

Coptain Montgomery inaugurated many new policies aboard the ANZIO. Not-
ably he delegated more responsibility than did his predecessors, He care-
fully troined his subordinates in discharging these responsibilities, point-
ing out the "reasons why" concerping instructions to inexperienced officers.
Hard tr-ining to develop the correct technique in night flight operations
was initiated, This practice bore fruit in the Philippines, Iwo Jime, and Ok-
inawe operations, and during the Third Fleet Strikes on Japan, While he was
Commending Officer, the ANZIO participeted in many supporting missions
agninst the enemy, attached squadrons knocked down ten Jap planes, and the
ASW Group sank three Jap subs and damaged another,

In his address to the crew ﬁpon agsuming command of the ANZIO he told them
how proud he was to command a ship with such a fine war record, After V-J Day
he expressed his admiration to all hands for their unexcelled fighting spirit,

devotion to duty, and enviable war record,
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PHOTOGRAPHS
It will be noted that action photographs are missing from the enclosed set;
all action photographs with negatives have been forwarded to Bureau of Aero—
nautics, Photographic Section, and are on file there.
Aporopriate action photographs illustrating the activity of the ANZIC are

as follows:

CELS #93 20 November 1943- Makin-Landing operations after bombardment by air-
eraft and ships, including CORAL SEA aircraft.

CRLS #95 20 November 1943-Makin-landing eraft proceeding to objective under
protection of air growp.

CRLS #100 20 November 1943-Makin=ifumerous fires have been started by bombing
and dbombardment.

CRLS #103 20 November 1943-Makin-Supply dumps and pill bozes being worked over
by CORAL SEA air group.

CRLS #154 26 January 1944-AtSea-Destroyer receives fuel from CVE-57.

CRLS #163 1 February 1944-Kwajalein Island-Amphibious force moves toward flam-
ing beach after bombing by air groups and by ships, including CORAL
SEA planes., |

CRLS #176 3 February 1944-Kwajalein Island-Landing operations in full swing.

CZLS #188 14 February 1944-Manus Island-Devastaetion to installations from
air and surface attacks.

(LS #236 6 April 1944-Ward Room-Commemorating "First Jap plane shot down"
by VC-33 - a cake is presented to pilots and fighter director who
assisted in "splashing Jap Betty".

CILS #241 10 April 1944-Emirau-Building an American pir field after driving

Japs out, COXAL SEA provided air support.

'

—le
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CRLS #261

CRIS #RC5

CRLS #316

CRLS #3+7

CRLS #321

CRLS #325

CRLS #3532

CELS #3€6

CRLS #381

-CELS #420

CILS #422

CALS #425

22 April 1944-NewGuinea~Pock marked Jap air strip at Aitape after
heavy bombing by air groups, CORAL SEA group participating.

23 April 1944--163wGuiﬁea~Bomh and shell craters on air strip at
Aitape.

17 June 1944-0ff Saipan-U.S.S. CORREGIDOR fires A& at incoming Jap
torpedo plane as Tagk Group is attacked.

17 June 1944-0ff Saipan-Burning Jap plane explodes astern U.S.S.
CORREGODCR when attempting to press home attack

18 June 1944-0ff Salpan-Accurate CORAL SEA fire brings down Jap
planes as Task Group is attacked.

18 June 1944-0ff Saipan~Jap plane brought down by CORAL SEA off
starboard bow durinz evening attack.

20 June 1944-Saipan-CORAL SZA TBF makes observation run over U.S.
Troop positions around Aslito Air Field.

9 July 1944-Guam-CORAL SEA TBF returns with a large hole in bombd
bay from 44 fire while TBF was on bombing mission over Guam,

5 December 1944-Ulithi-Cept. P.W, Watson, USH, gives farewell ad~-
dress to men prior to behng relieved by Capt. G, C, Montgomery, USH.
19 December 1944-At Sea~Escorting DE comes alongside ANZIO.

20 February 1945-0ff Iwo Jima-ANZIO FM takes a hit in fuselage dbut
returns to base after completing its étrafing mission at Chichi Jima,
7 Earcﬁ 1945-Iwo Jima-Mt, Suribachi, objective of numerous ANZIO
support missions.

7 March 1945-Iwo Jima-Air support being given ground troops in

the rugged North Western part of the island, ANZIO planes partici-

pating,

s
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CRLS wd4s
CRLY fuia?
CRLS #483
CRLS $449
CRLS #450
CRLS #451

CRLS #452

CRLS 3454

CRLS #457

CRLS €2
CRLS 478

CRLS 579

CRLS #5256

16 April 1945-Aboard ship-Captain G. C. Montgomery, UsN, congratulates
It. F. B, Underman, USIR, for 5000th landing aboard.

18 April 7.945-Okinawa=ghows portion of town of Naha, target 6f ANZIO
planes.

18 Lpril 1945-Okinawe-Fires blaze in target area after ANZIO air
group makes Y.

18 April 1.545-Is Shime~U.S. amphibious forces have secured "Red"
besch after bombardment in which ANZIO planes participated.

18 April 1945-Ie Shima-Damege done to sea wall and pier by rockets,
bombs and shells near "Red" beach.

21 April 1845-Ukinave~Target for ANZIO planes, air field revetments
at Weha after bombing.

18 April 1945-Ie Shima—Jap plane destroyed in its revetment.

18 April 1945-Ie Shime-Tanks and infantry move up under cover from
air group

18 April 1945-I¢ Shime~Yanks dig in, now halfway across the island.
24 January 1945-At Sea~Stretcher patfent from one of our DEs is
transferred aboard for surgical treatment.

20 April 1945-Aboard ship off OhnaMrmance crews readying 100
1b bombs for the next strike.

20 April 1945-Aboard ship off Okinawa-frresting gear crew keep the °
traffic moving &s plane after plane comes aboard from a gtrike on
nearby bases.

21 Moy 1945-Aboard ship off Okinawa~Pilots explain to their intelli-

gence officer,systen they used in downing Jap planes,

-G



