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HISTORY
of the
B.5.8. WHITE PLAINS (OVE~GE)

PART I ~ CHRONOLOGY

Dato and place of launching = = = = = = = = September 27, 1943
Vancouver, Washington
Date and place of commissioning = = = = — - November 15, 1943
U.5, Naval Station, Astoria,
Oregon.
Commanding Officers and dates of commandi

Oscar Arthus WELLER, Captain, U.S, Navy, Beeville, Texas.
Novembor 15, 1943 tc¢ July 16, 1944

Dennis Joecph SULLIVAN, Captain, U.5. Navy, of Montana.
July 16, 1944 to May 20, 1945

Fréderick ¥UEE, Jr., Ceptain, U.S., Navy, of Lincoln, Nebraska.
May 20, 1945 to date

The U.5.8, WHITE PLAINE steamed from Vancouver to Astoria on November
1't, 1943, manned ty e civiliau crew, From November 15 to December 6, 1943,
2i1s wae moored a% the U.S5, Hawval S%ation, Aetoriam, Oregon, engaged in out-
Titting under juriscéiction ol the UVE Precommissioning Detail,

Ovtline of Physicel Movements & Cormand§ under which duty rverformed, and-.
7.#%a8 of aireral’t oo -coard.

DATE MOVEMENT AUTHORITY PURPOSE

303
Decomber 6 Tevr: ted Leioris, Ore, Coml3
T suber 7 Aorivel. Porw Town<end, Wash, Loaded Bombs
e pber- B Moved %o Zremerten, Wash, Lpoaded Ammunition
deoambur 9 aepcirsed Ly deepaich to Cominch, CincPac, and ComFair,W.C.
I yember 9 Varioun neints in Navigational

hg Poget Sound Calibrat ions
e cember 13 Moor«d at Seattle, Wash, Provieioning
Doaomber 15 Deperted Senttle, Wash, COTFAC, Loaded Aviation Stores
Lazumber 18 Arrived Opkland, Cal, SubCom and Gasoline
De.ember 19 Departed Oalzland, Cal. ComFair, Reported for shake-
Teaember- 21 Arrived Sau Diego, Cal, w.C. down Training Duty
Tscumber 22 Departed for WSF Oper- ComFair, Conducted shakedown

to ating Area W.C. Exercises under
December 24 Mocre! at San Diego. COTPAC

(Nazth Isiand)
December 26 0ff “an Diego Conducted Cunnery
Moorua North Island Exercises




DATE

MOVEMENT

AUTHORITY

PURPOSE

December 29
to
Jamuary L

Departed for Pearl Harbor,ComFair,
T.H. w.C.
Moored Pearl Harbor, T.

H

Transporting passen-
ge‘!'l-

Disembarked 333 pas-
sengera,

Flight units transported: Air Warning Squadron Number 1, USMC., VC-66,

TMR(N) 531,

Jamary 8
to
January 14

Departed for Tarawa COMAIRPAC
Atoll, Gilbert Islands

Anchored Tarawa Lagoon

Flight unite transported: VMF 532 and VMF 113.

January 15
to
January 16

January 16
to
January 23

Underway from Tarawa CIF 57
Lagoon

Anchered in Tarawa

Lagoon

Departed for Pearl Har- COMAIRPAC
bor, T.H,

Moorad Pearl Harbvor, T.H.

Flight unitn tran:ported: 34 nirecraft of VF-1.

Jamuary 27
to
February 2

February 3

February b
Tetruary b

Felruary 7
February 1l
Zetruary 12

-y

3l ewary 13
S lruary 14

Fabtruary 15
Fubruary 16

¥alruary 23
Flight unit

aireraft.,

Fabruary 26

Hiareh

Mareh

March 6

Departed for Tarawa COMAIRPAC
Atoll, Gilbert Islands
Arrived Tarawa Lagoon
Departed for Majuro COMTASKFOR

Atoll 57
Arrived Hajuro Atoll

Departed for Kwajalein

Atoll. Marshall Islands

Arrived Ewgjaleln Atoll

Departed tc Majuro Atoll

Arrived Mejuro Atoll. COMCENTFAC
Deprrted for Makin Is., FOR
Giltert Islands,

arrived Mekin Atoll

Deperted for Tarawa COMTASKTOR
atoll. 57
arrived Ta»awa Lagoon

Departed for Pearl Har-

bor, T.H:

arrived Peerl Harbor,T.H.

0 19.9.7.
Transporting 385 pas-
sengers, 39 aircraft.

To avoid anticipated
Jep bombing raid.

Transporting 2 paseen—
gers, 2 prisonmers, 34
aireraft.

TU 19.9.7.
Transporting pilots,
70 aircraft and mail,

Transferred aircraft
by flight and barge
to USS INTREPID, COR-
REGIDOR, CORAL SEA
and MANILA RAY,

Transferred aircraft
by flight to U.S5.5.

Transporting 260

passengers, 30 P-39
aircraft.

transported: 72nd Fighter Squadron, U.5. Army Alr Forces, with

Departed for Alameds,Cal.COMAIRPAC
Arrived Alameda, Cal.

Depnrted for San Diego.

arrived San Diego, Cal.

Transporting 199
passengers and 9 air-
craft.

flight unit transported: Officers and enlisted men of VF 6, Pearl to Alameda.
At Alameda, 34 officers and 146 enlisted men of
VC-68 reported aboard for duty, with 12 FM-2 and 9 TEM-1C aircraft,
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AUTHORITY

DATE MOVEMENT PURFOSE
1kl
March 8 Depsrted for Western ComFair, Air operations with
Sea Frontier Operating w.C. VC-68 for qualification
Aren, training.
Karch 16 Arrived San Diego.
March 18 Departed for Western ComFair, Air operstion with
Sea Frontier Operating i i, I VC-11 for qualification
Aren. training.
March 22 Arrived San Diego
March 23 Devarted for Western ComFair, WC Air operations with
Sea Frontier Operating Area VB-20 for qualification
VC68 crew remained aboard until detached March 27. training.
Marzh 27 Arrived San Diego.Moved. Repairs and dry-docking.
to to Naval Repair Base,
April 23 San Diego.
VC-4 reported aboard for permanent duty with 12 FM-2 and & TEM aircraft.
april 24 Departed for Pearl Harbor,ComFair, Transporting 422
T.H. : W.C, pASSengers.
May 1 Arrived Pearl Herbor
Mey 7 Departed for Pearl HarborCOMAIRPAC T¢ 19,2
to Cperating Area Conducted air operation:
Voy 10 Arrived Pearl Harbor and gunnery exercises
Mey 13 Departed for Operating ComCarDiv Conducted air operations
to Area 25 and reshearsed amphibious
Hey 19 Arrived Pearl Harbor operations under CTG K2,
14
Koy 30 Deperted for Eniwetok ComTaskFor TU 52.14.2, Operating
Atoll, Marshall Islands B2 as part of Escort Car-
vune 9 Arrived Eniwetok Lagoon rier Unit IWO,
Jrne 11 Underway for Saipen, M- ComTaskFor Operating in TG 52,14
risnnas Ielands. Fe providing ASP and CAP
1r 12 Arrived Eniwetok Lagoon, for combined TG in con-

Marshell Island.

Heturn to Eniwetok was in TU 52,18.10.
VC-U4 in attack and observation missions supporting ground operations.

wly 19
sost §

Departed for Tinian, M,I,ComTaskFor
Arrived Eniwetok Atoll. h2

nection with occupation
of Saipan,

TG 52.14 - Provided ASP
OAP in connection with
occupation of Tinian.

VO-4 in nttack and observation missions supporting ground operntions,

tasndar 1l

Avzact 17
"'.:;RJFt El'l

v auet 26

Avzoes 26
Auzuet 29

Departed for Espiritu ComCarDiv
Santo, W.H, 26
Arrived Espiritu Santo

Departed For Tulagl Area,ComGrp5,
Florida Island, S.I. FhibsFac
Adrrived Gavutu, Florida

Iglend, S.1.

Dezacted Gavutu CcTU
Anchored Gavatu

Conducted logistice for next oparatiﬁn:.

- -

TU 57.19.7

U 32.19.1

U 32,7.3. Conductéd
training end rehearsel
operations,




DATE MOVEMENT AUTHORITY PURPOSE
rI9 : T RT3 a
September 8 Departed for Palau Is, ComTaskFor Provided and
32 CAP for TF,
September 15 Arrived Palau Is, Commenced air support
Operating Area in connectlon with lan-
ding on Peleliu and
ar.,
September 21 Departed for Ulithi Is- TU 33.,12.2 - Provided
lands ASP, CAP in comnection
September 23 Arrived Ulithi Islands. with occupation of
Ulithi.
September 25 Departed for Mamus, Ad- CIG 33,19 TU 32.18 - Provided ASP
miralty Is., via Hollan- and CAP for TG.
dia, New Guinea.
Saptember 28 Arrived Humbolt Bay, New
Guinea.
Departed for Hanuse, Ad-
miralty Islands,
Cetober 1 Arrived in Manus, Admi- Overhauled engines and
ralty Islands. conducted logietics,
October 12 Departed for Leyte Gulf, CTG 77.2 70 77.4.3
Philipoines,
Cotober 17 Arrived in Operating Conducted air support
to Area off Leyte Gulf operations in connection
Cotober 25 Departed for lenus, after battle CTF with bombardment and
v 2tober 29 Arrived Mioe Woendi, NW 17 assault of Leyte.
Yew Guinea due to low
fuel supply.
Cotober 30 Departed for Hanus.
Eyvember 1 Arrived Manus, Admiralty Made temporary repairs

Islands

VC-4 Personnel remained on board.
Discharged all btut & aircraft to ComilrFec Fool,

Uzvember 7

Fovember 18

1 'EthI‘ 19

havember 27

;ember 29

W
[ox 1]

favary 10

Departed for Pearl HarborCTU 77.4.3.
Arrived Pearl Harbor.

Departed for San Diego, ComAirPac
California,

Arrived San Diego.

Moved to Naval Repair ComFair,
Base, 5an Diego. W.C.
Moved to Naval Air Sta- ComFair,
tion, San Diego. W.C.

as result of battle da-
mage off Samar,

TU. 77.4.3 dissolved.
on arrivel at Pearl,

Diecharged all air-
craft. Squadron VC-4
detached.

Commenced scheduled
availability period
for repair of battle
damage.

Repairs completed. Ship
under orders of Comiir-
Pac was transferred to
Carrier Transport 5quad-
ron, Pacific Fleet an

January 1, 1945,




M?i5 MOVEMENT AUTHORITY PURPOSE
s
Jmar:.' 19 Denarted for Pearl Har- Wair. Transporting 186 ras-—
Yor, T.H., w.C. sengers and 69 aircraft.
January 26 Arrived Pearl Harbor Disembarked passengers
Departed for Rol Island, ComCarTrans and 1 aireraft. Embar-
Ewajalein Atoll, RonPac ked 300 passengers, U4
aircraft and 429 tons
supplies, TU 19.9.10.
February 2 Arrived in Rol Nemur, Disembarked passengers,
Ewajalein Atoll. aircraft and cargo.
February 3 Devarted for Pearl Har- ComCarTrans Transport ing 28 passen—
bor. RonPac gers,
February 9 Arrived Pearl Harbor Disembarked passengers,
February 12 Depoarted for Hoi Namur ComCarTrans Transporting 7 passen-
RonPaec gers, 53 amircraft and
February 19 Arrived in Roi Namur 75.6 tons freight.
Febtruary 21 Departed for Fearl Har- ComCarIrans TU 19.9.10 - Transporting
Yor. T.H. RonPac 26 passengers and 65
February 26 Arrived Pearl Harbor. aircraft.
Departed for San Diego ComCarTrans Transporting 282 pas—
Hon®ae eengers and 59 aireraft.
March 5 Arrived Alameda, Calif, Disembarked passengers
Ship diverted to Alnmeda by despatch orders of and airecraft.
ComWesSeuFron ™7 19.9.10
March B Departed for Pearl Har- ComCarTrans Transporting 48 passen-
bor. ; HonFac gers, 79 aircraft and
March 14 Arrived Pearl Harbor 53 tons cargo.
March 15 Degarted for Manus, Ad- ComCarTrans Transporting 79 aircraft
miralty Islands. HRonFac and aviation supplies.
March 26 Arrived Seeadler Harbor, TU 19.9.16.
Manus Island.
March 27 Departed for Ulithi CincPac Transporting 64 pilots
March 31 Arrived Ulithi. and aircraft.

Flight units transported: VMF 322 and WMF 323, with combat ready @ireraft.
April 2 Departed for Okinawa ComTaskFor Launched embarked
April 9 Arrived in operation 51 Bquadrons.

area southeast of Oki-
nawa, Commenced retire-
ment to Guam,
April 13 Arrived Apra Harbor, Temporary duty with
Cuam, Fth Fleat completed.
Heported to ComCarTrans-
HonPae.
April 14 Devarted for Pearl Har- Port Director, Transpa ting 210 pas-
bor. Guam sengeres,
April 23 Arrived Pearl Harbor,




DATE MOVEMENT AUTHORITY PURPOSE

1
1;??& P Departed for San Diego. ComCarTrans Transporting 348
RonPac passengers, 2 air
May 1 Arrived San Diego. craft and 41 tons cargo.
May 2 Moved to Naval Repair ComServPac Repairs
Base, San Diego.
May 11 Moved to Horth Island,
Ea.n Diﬁgﬂi
Fay 14 Departed for Pearl Har- ComFair, Transporting 302 passen-
bor. w.C. gers and 75 mireraft,
May 20 Arrived Pewurl Harbor,
Flight units tronsyortcd: Carrier Adr Group 1.
May 21 Departed for Seipan,M.I. ComCarTrans Transporting 190 passen-
HonPac gers and 71 aireraft
May 31 arrived Sg- pan Herbor.
Departed fzr Guan Port Director, Transporting 71 aircraft.
June 1 Arrived Apra Harbder, Saipan
Guan.
Juns 2 Departed for Ulithi. Port Director, Transporting 21 Passen-
June 3 Arrived Ulithi Lagoon Guam gers, 71 aircraft.
June L Depa~ted for Guiuvan, Se- ComiirPac
mar F.I. Fwd
June 6 Arrived Guiuan Roadstead. Disembarked passengers

and aireraft,

June 7 Departed fur Pea-l Har- ComCarTrans Transporting 92 passen-
bor via Ulithi RonPac gere, 7 aircraft snd

June 10 Anchored Ulithi Lagoon. 39 aircraft engines.
Departed for Guam. ComCarTrans Transporting 7 aircraft.

June 11 Arrived Apra Harbor,Guam. RonFac Disembarked passengers

Ship diverted to Guam by request ComiAirPackwd, aircraft and cargo.
June 12 Departed for Leyte,P.I1. ComCarTrans Traneporting 32 air-
RonPac eraft and air groupe.

June 16 Arrived San Pedro Bay, Launched aireraft for

Leyte. delivery to Guiuan, Samar

Flight units transvorted: Squadrons VF 31, VI 31, VF 1, VT 1 and VB 1, snd
fly-away alrcraft.

June 17 Jeparted for Guam, M.I1, ComCarTlrans Iransporting squadrons,
June 21 Arrived Apra Harbor, RonPac LUE officers and enlisted
Guanm. men,

Flight units transported: VMF 112-123, CAG 82, VB 2, VF 82 and VT &2,

June 22 Departed for Pearl Har- (ggnCarfrans
bor. - HonFac
July 3 Moored Pearl Earbor Loaded aircraft
Demarted for Alameda TU 19.9.2 Transporting
L46 nassengers and 36 air-
craft.
July 9 Moorod Alameds Disembarked passengors
and aircraft,

Flight units trensnorted: VMP 112-123, CAG 82, VB 82, VF £2 and VT 82.
...?_..
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July 13 Departed for Pearl Har- ConWestSea Transporting 314 passen-
‘BT, Front. gers and T3 aireraft,

July 19 Arrived Eilo.BPay, T.E. Disembarked 160 passengr

Flight unite transporteds Carrier air Group 60.
Ship's destination changed to Hilo by despatch orders en July 16.

July 19 Departod for Pearl Har- Port Dircetor, Prbarked 58 officers and
. bor. filo 62 enlisted men of CAG2E.
July 20 Meoored FPearl Harbor.
July 21 Devarted for Guam ComCarTrans  TU 19.9.6 Transnorting 120
RonPac paegsengers and 75 aireraft.
Avsust 1 Arrivod Guam
Flight units transporied; Casrier Air Group 26,
August 3 Denarted for Fearl Har- Port Director Transnorting 158 passen-
bor . Guam gers and 34 aircraft.
sguet 12 Arrived Pearli Hurbor.
duzust 13 Demnctod for San Diege  ComCarTrans TU 19.9.3 Traneporting
August 19 Moczcd San Tdego HorPnec 154 nassengers and
(Yorith Islend) aircraft.
Angust 21 Kovod to ¥Waral Repair Ovcrhaul period. Shin-
Brse. Jan Mzgo. alt work cancelled,
fupust 30-31 In dry docl.
Savtember 2 Hoved te North Island Trial Run
fentenber 6 Departed for Feaowl dar- Comll Transnorted 362 passcngors.
bor.
Sfoptember 12 Moored Fea~l Haxhor Reported to ComSerPac fo
Flight units transportod: Carrier Air Group 15. duty.
Cantember 14 Derarted fur Buckner ComTG 16,12 Transporting 258 nassen-
Pay, Okinawa. gers, TU 16.12.7
Sentember 26 Anchored Bucimer Bay Disembarked passensers.
Septenber 28 Departed for Pearl Har- ComT¢ 16,12 Transporting 127 officers
bor. and 665 enlisted nassen—
October B Moored Fearl Harbor, gers,

Ship's routing nitored by euthority of Commanding Officer on Septomber
28 to avold tyvhoon locnied southeast of Oldnawa.

HOTE: 1."Flight units transportod" means personnel only unless
nireraft are spocifically mentioned in connection therwith.

2, &ll ~ircraft transnorted during 1945 were preserved unless
otherwise nentioned,

-l




ACTIONG IN WHICH ENGAGED

Ocoupation of Marianas:

WHITE PLAINS overated in TU 52,14, which was subjected to air
attack on the following dates -

June 15, 1944
June 17, 19u4
June 26, 1944
WHITE PL&INS' gune were emgaged only nn June 17; VC-4 aireraeft
were engaged on June 15 end June 17,

Battle off Samar, October 25, 194l:
WEITE PLAINS' gune werc engaged azainst enemy surface shipe

(See aprendix J); also against suicide aireraft. VC-U aircraft
were ongaged againet the surface ships,

LO5SS OF PERSONNEL THROUGH ENEMY ACTION

The following is a complete list of personnel of ship's company who
were killed while the slilp was engeged in operations in an actual combat
areal

NaME RATE SERVICE NO DATE OF DEATH
ALBRIGHT, Roger Randolph AMM3e 381-66-Lk4 June 17, 1944
LANCASTER, Jemee Melvin AMM3e 671-56-Lk4 June 17, 19u4
WILLSON, B111 (n) s2¢ H65-94-25 October 23, 1944

all of these personnel were killed as a direct result of accldente
occurring during landing of airecraft returning from action against the ene-
my., No competent board has passed on the question of whether thelr loss
was "through enemy actinn"; so far as is known aboard this ship,




PART 11 - HARRATIVZ.
Introduction.

As one of the earlier ships to be launched under a bold and untried plan
for mass production of fighting vessels the U.S5.5. WHITE PLAINS came into being
at a time when the tide of battle was first turning conclusively in the favor
of the Allies. The Russians had just begun to demonstrate their decisive supe-
dority on the Eastern Front, while the shape of the Navy's almost incredible
xpansion nrogram was first Decoming clear to the public mind with the appear-
aneg on the scene of battle of the powerful new Essex class carriers, At the
eome time the stremgth of the crescendo of American Sea Fower depended equally
i the newly concelved type-CVE, or Escort Carrier, which was being produced
-n. unprecendented numbers.

The intended nurnose of the Kaisor Class ships was to counter the serious
taroat of the U-boat wolf-packs in the Atlantic, However, the WHITE PLAINS
wes destined to see only Teclific duty. In the course of thls duty she has found
soportunity to particinate in all the types of service for which these versatile
ciips have been found suitable. In fact, she has been among the nioneer CVEs in
cction, as alreraft revlenishment, and also as amphibious eupport units. Her
ercort duty has boen rclatively uncventful but she has porformed also her full
share of alrcraft and personncl transnort.

rre-Commiesioning Period

The nucleus of the original crew was by no means made up entirely of men
experioncod at soa. Fersonnel reported gradually during September and Octobor
1943 to the CVE Pro-Cormissioning Detail, at the ship's theoretical homo port of
Bromerton, Washington, They were drawn from many diverse sources, For the most
part officers and men alike were fresh from thelr initial naval training, Key

Engineering porsonnel had completed special training at Milwaukee studying the

i




operation of the ship's unconventional machinery. A few specialists trained
in operating the catapult, arresting gear and muclk other equipment of late
and unfamiliar design for the effective control of air operations were among
those gathered in. A bare minimum of officers with watch-standing experience
bad beon ordered from other ships.

The Pre-Comissioning Detall's duty was to integrate the mass of recent
civilians into an urganis;tinn which could be trained into a fighting crew.
Classes were held; tests were given; most of the crew participated in a train-
ing cruise aboard the U.5.5. CASABLANCA,On the basis of this slim experience
tho new officers slated for divisional responsiblity were given the aszignments
of settlng up all the corplox human machinery required to transform the new
J.5.5. WHITE PLAINS from a mere hull full of mechanism into a compact weapon
capable of taking its place in the flest, and of putting airecraft into the air,
As a gulde,the "S5.0.B." (Ship's Organization Book) became the biblo for all
hands.

Only one major change was made in the organization. Cormbat Information
Center and radio-radar maintenance were transferred from Commnications to
the Alr department, under V-3 Division. This placed all activities in any
way connectod with prospective air opcrations under the Alr department, except-
ing only aviation ordnance, which remained under the 3rd Division. At this
stage, and for five months to come, the Air department personnel stood at less
than helf of full allowance.

During this poriod of time, the ship yard crews at Vancover, Washington,
where the ship had been launched on Septomber 27, were finding their own
difficultios trying to reconcile the mass production technique with the exact-

ing requiremonts of naval snecifications. For example, at the time of
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launching an insufficient supply of YOMM anti-aircraft guns made necessary
the ommission of one of the ship's four sccondary batteries, Mako-shift
arrangements and lack of standby equipment were also found in the auxiliary
ongincering plant. &

But in spite of all these handicans the Navy coneidered both erav and
ship ready for accoptance and commissioning by the middle of November, 1943.

Commissionine, Fitting Out and Shakedown.

The first glimpee of their ship for most of the men, and the first of
iry naval vessel for many was the day of commissioning. The ship had stoomed
‘o Astoria, Orcgon with a civilian crew on board, and the naval complement
szrrivod by special train. The order of the day was to proceed at once with
commiesioning and completion of all the arduous preparations for making both
sklp and erew ready for operations. The commissioning ceremony, held on the
flight deck at 1000, Novemter 15, 1043 under gathering clouds and the chill
wind of the Oregon coast, was impressive but brief. (Appendix F). The WHITE
“LAINS was accepted for the Navy by Capntain O. A, WELLER, USN, (Appendix A-1),
as her first Commanding Officer. (Appendix C-2) The orders delivering the
ghip were read by Ceptain L. E. CRIST, Jr., USN; the crew was muetered by
Commander T, 4. AHROON, USN, Executive Officer. Lt.(Jjg) M. A. WIDOLFF offered
prayer; and the first watch was set by Lieutenant R, B. SMITH, USNR, who assumed
the duties of Navigator. The U.S5.5. WIITE PLAINS was ready for duty.

The first task required was the completion of the preparation and train-
ing of the crew. All hands had to learn how to live both with each other and
with their new ship, The process was complex and almost frenziedy at times
formal and again informel., ¥Yard workmen were still commleting installations

and alterations while the green hands of every department were learning tho

T




location and function of seemingly endlese amopunte of unfamiliar gear. Count-
less instructions on the detalls of organization had to be smoothed out and
drilled into each men, His duties on his various routine and General Juarters
stations were to become second nature, The process of drilling, never comnleted,
was the main activity for many weeks. At the same %ime personal lessons on

how to live in cloge quarters in a eship had to be learned by all hands, and the
individusl crow men who turned out to be misfits in their billets had %o be
sifted through and transferred, to perfoct the organization of all departments.

The enthusiasm and excitement recched a peak ae the day arrived, Doccewbar
6, 1943, when the WHIT® PLAINS stood out to sca for the first time enroute to
Port Townsend, Washington whore the crew was initiated in the "all hands"
evolution of loading bombs. The next day, the ship steamed to Bremerton, where
a weck was spent readying the ship for what the future might hold. BRadio
direction finder and degaussing equipment were calibrated, the ship was dopermed,
speed trials wero held and the allowance of ammunition taken on board, After a
month in commission, the men of the WHITE PLAINS had tasted onough of the
variety of scrious ship-board lifeo to mow that it would not be all excitoment
or play, but much hard work, and they began to feel the first rays of confidence
in thoir ability to handle their duties.

As the ship took departure from Seattle for San Diego, via Oakland, at 1200,
on December 15, 1943, the training process was still only fairly begun. The
ship was to romaln under orders of the Operational Training Command until the
day aftor Christmas. Although despatchcd overseas then because of the serious
need for supmort in the Gilbert Islands Camoalign, still the shakodown poriod was
Yo ba cut short.

Stocaming through the straits of Juon DeFuca, the first gunnery exercises
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were held, and from thet day on, drills at sea on nroblems of damage control,
simulated attack maneuvers, and casualty procedure for Navigation and Engineer-
ing control equipment were an incessant feature cf the sea routine, It was
quickly discovered that the moods of the sea may often cause intense discomfort.
But under the firm insistence of the Captain and Executive Officer, all hands al-
8o learned that all the activities, routine and emergency, reguired on a naval
vessel must be diligently carried on regardless of the human stomach.

At Oakdland, the allowanee of the secret Mark 32 projectiles was taken aboard
under guard and supplies and provisions were obtained which prectieclly commlet
material rezdinese of the shlp for extended steaming. The first consignment of
aeviation spares was loaded and the aviation gasoline tanks were filled. This
served as a reminder of the ultimate nurpose of tho ship, and gave the skeleton
Alr department their first experionce in handling their own kind of materials,

Shakedown training conducted off San Dicgo between the 22nd and 25th of
December 1943, was & bare minimum for rounding out the training of all hands
for ship operation. Work being donz aboard up to this tine gave little hint
that the ship was eventually to operate aircraft. The physical equipment was
there - a maze of etrange gear, and working spacos assigned to aviation acti-
vities,

But the precoccupation of almost all hands had been with learning to con-
duct the ship efficiently from place to place, mnd to protect her cporating
integrity against the casualties which must be anticipated. Alr operations still
seemed a dream for the fubure.

Cruiso to the Gilberts and Marshalls.
When the pascongers and aircraft were loaded at North Island for ths trip,

the scheduling of which h~d interrupted shakedown pléne, air operations no longer
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ecemod so remote a possibility. The cargo was an assortment of radar and emphib-
ious gear (Appendix C-3), but one groun of passengers were a flying outfit of
Marines and tho atmospiwi¢ of aviation began to permoate the ship and make itself
at homo in her. The ultimate destination and mission wore unknown to the crow,
but as tho catapult was tested on no-load runs during the six-day trip to Psarl
Harbor, from Decerber 29 to Jenuary 4, 1944, the rumors seemed woll founded that
the ship would see the forward arca almost immediately. The old feeling of
excitement reappeared and wns heightoned to a new peak when the ship received
erders from Commander Alr Force, Pncifie Fleet to proceed to Tarawa in the
Gilverts on January 8, 1944, This was a traansport mission, but the 39 aircraft
were "Fly Awaye" and the vassengers were Marine Fighter Pilots all roady for
business. The Alr department suddenly became the most important and a.lertqd.
group on tho ship, the focus of interest and spoculation. The Air Officer, Lt.
Comdr., W. M, DICKEY, USH, found a major job of organization on his hrnds. A
maximum of ingonuity wae required in making arrangements for launching and re-
covery of aircraft with only the kernel of an Air department on board.

There was no slacking off in the tempc of the endless drills during this
cruisc. In fact, the requirement of prospective flight operations made exercise
necossary at a now drill, Flight Quartors., This was the ship's initial shakedown
for alr operat ions, as the complicated routine required for organized ecscort or
combat flying could not be mastered, until the personnel allowance was filled out.
On January 24, 194l at 0829, the WHITE PLAINS came of age as a earrier. PFirst
plane to leave her catapult was a Marino-pllotod Corsalr destined for shore
based operations in the Gilberts. In spite of an air of tenseness affocting the
whole crow, including the pilots who had never been catapulted before, 23 planee
were catapulted in 40 minutes and 13 more wore flown off immediately afterwarde.

This first operation was a perfect success and although the ship was later to
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set far supcrior recerds fer rapid launching, at this time the first foclings
of pride in their ship wore very evident among all hands. Subsequently, this
pride has ncver slackened, as throughout many much mere arduous operations,
the WEITE PLAINS hes never lost a plane from its catapult,

Upon anchoring in Tarawa, tho ship's company found a vlacid tropical scene,
apparently belying the bloody history which had so recently been made there.

The ship's crew knew, through their inscrutable sources of unofficial information,
that tho U.5.5. LISCOMEE BAY had been sunk in & very fow minutes as a result of
an unexplained explosion, in this very vieinity. The LISCOMBE BAY was & sister
ealp of tho WHEITE FLAINS, and so no one was quick to be deceived by the peace-
ful atmosphere, The general wariness was vindicated next day when an air-raid
alert causcd the ship to leave the harber in an emergency underway evolution,
Three of tho officers were caught ashore and only one of these, the Air Officer
succecded in roaching the ship by speedboat as she stood out. The others went
througi a severe Japancse alr-rald and rejoined the ship the next day.

During this meneuver, the ship not only avoided attack but, steaming soutih-
ward, took the opnortunity to enter the southern hemisphere waters for theo first
time. Most of the youngsters on the ship were "pollywogs" and received tleir
initiation into the mystcrles of King Neptune's Kingdom during the return trip
to Pearl. (Appondix C -5)

The arresting gear was put to use for the first time on return to Tarawa;
34 planes were flown aboard: and on January 17, 1944, the ship was underway
for Pearl Harbor transporting two Japanese prisoners of war. The planes taken
on board were FEFs of VF-1, the original Naval garrison at Tarawa., The entire
#quadron was returned to Fearl aboard the WHITE PLAINS. (dppendix ¢ -4)

Little tire was lost returning to the forward area, as the pace of operations
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required the use of every avallable vessel. The WHITE PLAINS was assigned a
renlacoment mission, leaving Pearl for Tarawa on January 27, with 70 aircraft,
personnel of 7 equadrons for the large carriers, and a large consignment of
wail, The ship arrived in the Gilbort Islands on February 2, 1944 and spent
the next two weeke in various anchorages of the Marshalls and Gilberts under
orders of Commander Task Force 57. The lead of freesh forces for the fleet was
distributed graduelly by barge and flight to various combat carriers, including
INTREPID, BELLZAU WOOD, ENTERPRISE, and the CVEe COREEGIDOR, CORAL SEA, and
MANILA BAY. In Kwajalein Atoll, while anchored off Roi-Namur, a minor collision
occurred with the U.S.S. CALDMELL (DD 605), while the latter was trensferring
forry pilots back to the WHITE PLAINS by broeches buoy.

On February 16, 1944, with mission completed, the WHITE PLAINS loaded
thirty "dud" aircraft and took aboard an Army Fighter Squadron and returned to

Pearl, After a 3 day lay—over it was decided by Commander Alr !"orce,. Pecific

Fleet to return Fhﬂ ship to the Statos for completion of hor preparation for
‘-t;nturﬂg 1nta‘ full combat status. A-gquadren of Navy fightor pilots was ombarked
and tho flight dock loaded with an unusual assortment of planes for a CVE: 8
FBY, 2 PV~1, a J2F and a Cub., Thoe ship moorcd at Alameda, California on March
3, 1944 apddisombarked passengers end aircraft.

In preparation for oporational training, the WHITE PLAINS ombarked a newly
commissioned squaedron, including maintenance crew and 21 aircraft, at Alameda,
§ teaming coastwise, tho ship arrived at San Dicgo on March 6, 1944, md ro-
ported to Commandor Fleot Alr, West Coast for training in alr opecrations as a
8quadron qualification carrier.

Operational Training and First Yard Feriod

This first squadron to operate from the WHITE PLAINS' flight dcck was
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Cowposito Squadron SIXTY-EIGET, attached for tomoorary duty. The mal ntenance
crew of this squadron romained aboard throughout the cverational training veriod,
until March 27, while the pilots completod their qualification and loft tho ship
on March 16, A1l mancuvers connectod with carrior air operations wcre nracticed.
The pilots gainod practide !..n strafing, bombing, landing, and taking off from
the flight dook, and the Air devartment, augmented to full stremgth by tho
addition of VC-68's maintonance crow, got down to the sorious businoss of
shaping iteclf into a fighting organization.

VC-68 was followed by Composite 5 quadron ELEVEN, a "streamlined® squadron,
whlch qualificd aboard this carricr in the Wostern Sea Frontler eporating arcas
off Sen Dicgo from March 18, 1944 to March 21, 1944, On March 23, 1944 Bombing
5 quadron TWENTY romorted aboard for tomporary duty and by this timo the WHITE
PLAINS was boginning te foel 1like a vetoran in handling the operations of ca
eireraft squadron, Only the tecst of combat romained to make real veterans of
the crow.

. Tho oporations with VB-20 wore of epecial interest, Their airéraft were
8B2Cs and landing those heavy new ships on 2 CVE was still an experimontal
procedurc. 4 little difficulty was exporienced because of stlff tall.wheel olers,
When the tail came down hard during arresting, cccasional failure occurcd in
the tell-whool assombly, and in onc case a buckled fuselage resulted. Theo
experiment was a success from the ship's viewpoint, on the whole, as therc
werc 182 succossful landings and launchings, with only four minor accidents.

Qualification duty wae completed with the detachment of VB-20 on Merch
27, whon the ship again moored at North Island. The shakedown for the Alr
departmont personnol was finally completed, and V(-68'e maintenance men wero

transforrcd to the U.8,5. FANSHAW BAY.
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Before the ship was ready for combat in all respects, however, it was
necessary to put her through a minute inepection of hull and all equipment,
and to incorporatc the changes which the bureau experts had deomed desirable
after a study of the combat oxperiences of the few earlicr CVEs. It had boen
three months since the ship had lest ecen avallability to the wolding rods

and cutting torches of the yard shipfitters.

The ship moored at the Naval Revair Base, 'San Diego, on March 27, 194k
and for three wecks underwent the usual proceescs of tearing out and putting
back goar of all kinds to provide the latost available equipment. The Enginecr=-
ing Plant was overhauled; the protection around bomb stowage was ro-designed
to minimizo the danger of anether LISCOMBE "BAY disaster; ' rocket ' and aircraft
surunidion magasines: .. were added; a radar indicater was installed on the
bridge; and the missing 4OMM battery was installed. The after pert 4OMM director
instrument, whosc platform had boen crumpled by the collision with the CALDWELL,
was replaced.

From April 17 to 22 the ship was in dry dock, and on the 23rd. sho was
moored at North Island, now ready in all reespects to take on her pcrmanent
squadron and go to work. During the stay in home wators, opportunity had been
found for tho granting of many leaveos.

Combat Carrior Duty: Marianas, Paleu and Ulithi

On April 23, 1944, Composite Squadron FOUR, after a round of training
activities as long and varied as that of the ship it was to joln, reported
with 33 officors and 38 cnlisted mon. This squadron had just complcted quali-
fication aboard the "FANSEAW BAY", and during this period had receivod its
fgtreamlining" ordors. However, VC-4's maintcnance comploment was still intact,

and these men, numbering about 160, were transforred to ship's company from
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FWorth Island, along with the squadron. In this way the Air department's full
allowance of ratings was finally obtained. The WHITE PLAINS had now reachcd an
advanced state of roadiness for any combat condltion, needing only a period

of practice operations for the final polishing of the ecoordination betwecn

the ship and squadron organizations. The 12 FM-2s and 8 TBFs of VC-4 were
loaded, and the ship sailed from Sem Diogo on April 24, 1944, A1l hands lookod
forward with an eagorness tinged with anxiety to thie cruise, which proved to
be of seven months' duration.

Tho ehip carricd 422 passengers to Poarl Harbor. She thon epont two pecriods
in that arca at soca, in practice onerations, rchearsing the exact meneuvers
which worc now imminont., During the first of thosc periode the ship stoamod
singly whilc the squadron conducted cxorcisce, thus bringing together tho twe
organizations as a single integrated strildng unit. The sceond periocd of practiece
was conductod in company with Carricr Division TWENTY-FIVE and included training
in tho tcchnique of steaming as cscort to an amphibious fleet, and providing
cover during landing cpcrotions. It wane found that the most effective lialson

~between the ship and squadron could be developed through the Air Combat Infor-
mation officors of the two organizations, Lt. A. W, KIVETT for the ship, and
Lt.(Jg) A. B. WILEY for tho squadron, Tho shin's Air Plot Officer operatod e
clearing house for information affcctin; flight operatione. In pnrticular; the
4.C.I. officer of VC-4 waec untiring in his liaison duties and was the best
friond of both ship and squadron. From the standpoint of pilots in the air,

of courso, the Flghtor Director officer and his assistants in C.I.C. were the
real contact mon with tho ship, and the wisdom of having placed this activity
under the Alr department was amply vrovea. From the ship's standpeint, the

squadron was looked upon as her main battory, and consequently squadren activi-




ties occupied the highest place in the esteem of all hands.

W ith oxorcises commleted, the ship moored at Pearl Harbor on May 20,
1944, and for the noxt ten days the Communication department worked overtime
chocking all areangements for operating with a large foree in the prescnce of
the enomy., The rost of the crew held their breath. The identity of both the
force with which tho WHITE FLAINS was to operatc and the target on which the
8trike was schodulod werc naturally closely guarded secrets in the Communicn-
tion Offico untll the ship was well at sea,

Once underway, it became known that Carrier Division TWENTY-FIVE including
the WHITE PLAINS was attacoed to Iask Force FIFTY-TWO, and that the immediate
destination was Eniwetolk .Afell in the Western Marshalle. Rear Afmirsl R. K.
TUBNER, in the U.S.S5. MONROVIA was in cowmand of the task foreco and Roar
Adoirel G. F. BOGAN, USN commanded Car Div 25, designated Task Group 52.14.
Captain O, A. WELLER, USN of the WHITE PL.AINS was officer in tactical command
of Carrier Dscort Tnit TWO (TU 52.1L4.2) providing air cover and enti-submarine
patrol for attack group TWO (TG 52.16). The ship was steaming as part of an
immense assemblage of mixed forces, and at last she was functioning in full
fledecd maturity as a wership, fulfilling the exaet purpose for which the
Escort Carriors hed been designod.

Eniwetok was reached on June 9, 1944 without incident, and in thc lagoon
the ship's crow was treated to the sight of & combined flect mssembled which
was morc ovorwholming than any in history. The mon had secn the striking powor
of the U.S. Navy asscmoled Beforo in Majuro and Ewajalein Atelle during tho
Marshalls campaign, but it had been nothing to compare with this. 5till, tle
exact naturo of thc miesion was not generally disclosod.

The sortio from Eniwotol: was made on June 11, 1944, and then the startling
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" news was published aboard ship. Task Forco 52 was the northern attack forcc
for the amphibious landings on Saipan in the Marisnes, an almost unbelicvable
getride toward the oventual destruction of the Japanese Empire. The mission of
the WELTE PLAINS thon became clear; to act in supnort of the troops fighting
for the boach-hoads. This was somothing relatively new in carrior tactics and
the WHITO FLAINS had boon selectod along with other CVEBe to make it work. It
had boon tried with a fow CVEs in tho Marshalls campaign, but there the risk
of contect with onomy surfaco units was minor compared to this operation.

The operation was cormonced with the arrival of the task force on station
oast of Baipan, before dawn, June 15, 1944, The CVEe throw ﬁvury availablo
plane into the task assignod of making strafing runs on the beaches and pro-
viding air cover for the landing forces, The difficulties encounterod and
miracles porformed by those landing forcoe have become widely lmown and are
elroady history.

The first counter attack on the supporting ships found the WHITE PLAINS!
fighter pilots in the middle of the molco., Four of thom splashed one "Jillf
oach that ovening, loaving only onc cnory alrcraft to pometrate to the for-
mation of OVEs. This rcomeining "Jil1l" was accounted for by the radar controlled
A A of the Task Unit's scrocning vossols, The AL fire of the WHITE PLAINS was
not ongagod.

The sccond attompt by the Japencse against tho CVEs was launchod on the
night of June 17, and thiul time they camo closor. One "Betty" camo within
range of thc WHITE PLAINS dead ahoad but the ship was quickly maneuvercd to
bring the starboard enti-aircraft batteries to bear. T. E. PECOR, GMle, 6ub-
14-47, manning the forward starboard 4OMM director wae the firet to open fire.

Irnodiately afterward, all the starboard 20 and 4OMM gune opened up, blanketing
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the eircraft, which was low on the wator, The "Betty" was not eecn again. In
this action it was observed that the director operators of the forward YOMM
batteries are at a disadvantago, due to the location of the director platform
aft of tho guns on this clase of CVE. Under normal circumstances the field of
view of the operator is obscured by smoke vory quickly after the guns commenceo
firing,

Although this raid occurred after 1800, tho WHITE PLAINS launched & FM-2s
immediately. Theosc plenes wore ombarrassed in engaging the enomy, both by the
gathoring darknces and by friondly AA fire. Howover, the onomy raid was a heawvy
one, and the fightcrs are given crodit for driving off some, though they made
no kills, Othere of this ship's aircraft had bocn engeged in anti-submarine
patrol and in observation missions, carrying Marino Corps and Army obsorvers
over the fighting lines on tho island. Somo of those planes werc forcod to land
on the one air etrin which was in American hands on Saipan, Othors werc able
to land aboard ship during the air raid.

The raid lasted epproximately ono hour and g balf, during which time two
bombs missed tho WHITE PL&IRﬁ'at 1500 yards on one occasion, and at another
timo a probablo kill was scored on a "Kate" making a run on the ship from tho
starboard bow. The ki1l of the "Betty" doseribed before occured noar tho ond
of the poriod at about 1920, 5000 rounds of 20 and YOMM ammunition and 15 rounds
from tho 5"/38 gun on the fantail wore fired that ovening,

The excitemont wes not yet over. Tho FANSHAW BAY had boen hit. Threc of
her planes, unable to land on her damagec flight deck, found sanctuary aboard
the WHITE PLAINS. Onc of the FM-2s, piloted by the Squadron Commandor, Licuten-
ant Cormander E. (. EVINS, USN, which had boon ongaging the attacking aireraft,

callod in for en omergency landing due to damaged oil line, but wae never
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heard fron again, Thoy roturncd to tho ship after dark and with all but one
parked safoly on the forward end of the flight dock, one PM-2, piloted by
Bne. B, M. BILLI:'GHURST, becamo involved in a sorious barrier crash resulting
in collision and sovere damage to 8 plance forward, the doath of one man in a
gasoline fire and the loes of another over the side, The fire was quickly
extinguishod through tho officient offorts of the well-organized flight dock
repair crow, and the pilot of the erashod plane escaped with minor injuries.
By tho noxt dny, tho ship was again ready for oporations, using the planos
from the FANSHAW BAY, which had to retire, as partial roplacement for those
lost. Rear Admiral G. F. BOGAW, USN, and his staff of CTG 52.14 transforrod
to the WHITE PLAINS on the morning of Juno 18, 1944, making this ship his flag
ghip.

On the morning of June 18, 1944, although the WHITE PLAINS horsclf had
come through unseathod, the four CVEs of Carrier Division 25 found thomselwes
carrying out a withdrawal for a breathing spell under orders of Commander Task
Forco FIFTY-TWO. This ship had the flag, of Commander Carrier Division 25 and
continued te provide anti-submarine and combat air patrol coverage for the
group, but tho aircraft were mixed wp among the four CVEBs, having landed where
they could in the confusion of the night bofore. Tho FANSHAW BAY was unable to
effoct ropelrs adofuate to meke any air omcrations possible, Thereforc, the
threc romoining corriers wore forced to return to the battle arca with only
thoeo plences which they were able to restore to operating condition, leaving
the FANSEAW BAY to take the aircraft she still had aboard back to Eniwotok

with hor,
With the WHITE FLAINS, MIDWAY, and KALININ BAY still under his command,

Rear Adniral BOGAN was able to return and effectively support operations for
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the fighting on Saipan on June 22, 1944, joining with Task Group 53.7. CarDives
was still oporating as Task Grouwn 52,14, and was still a real strildng force.

The occunation of Seipan was commleted on July 9, 1944, During the inter-
vening 18 deys, Admiral BOGAN's Unit provided a varioty of types of patrol,
observation, nhotographic and sunport coverage in conncction with the land
operations. There were only three incidents especially noteworthy. On Juno 2,
1944, after bombing attacks had failed, the squedron from this vessol was
called upon to send & torpedo attack mission agninst a Japanese cargo transport
anchorod at Rota, about B5 miles to the south. Thies riesion was undertakon
with couplote success (Appendix C-6) by Lieutonant B. K. FICKEWSCHER, USN, who,
as Exocutive Officer of VC-4, had assumod coamand of the squadron aftor tho
unfortunate loss of Licutonant C omﬂ.ﬂr R. 0. EVINS, USN, a week beforc. On
June 26 tho last Japanecse strike involving tio WHITE PLAINS brought a heckler
plane ovor tic group repeatedly just before midnight. This planc flew very
low and forced tho ships to General Quarters several times without cxposing
himeelf to effective fire. Just aftor his last run a hoavy explesion, beliecved
to have been a self-destructive torpedo,was folt under tho WHITE PLAINS' storn.
No damagc was caused. Finally, this nlanc was cought on the fire control radar
scroen of onc of the destrovers and quickly disposed of. On Juno 30 the ship
prococded to ancherage off Tannapaug to romlenish her supnly of el rcraft
ammunition and borbs. Retircront to Bniwetck, with nission comploted, was
effocted from July 9 to July 12 without incident.

The next weck was spent in rest and rocreation, and in choeking over
arcancnt and equipment to make reoady for the next oporation. During this porioed,
Rear Admiral C. A. F. SPRAGUE, USN, assumcd cormad of Carrier Division 25
and the flag was no lenger on the WHITE PLAINS, Commander W, M. DICEKEY, USH,
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formerly the Air Officer, ru].iu.vad Comdr, AHROON ‘as Bxecautive Officer, axd on
July 16, 1544, Commander D. J. SULLIVAN, USN (later appointed Captain to rank
from 1 July), reported aboard (Appendices A-II and C-7) and relieved Captain
O+ A. WELLCR, USN, as Commending Officor of the U.S5.5. WHITE PLAINS: Captain
WELLER's next connand was to be the new U.S5.S5. WASP.

Carrior Division TWENTY-FIVE roturned to action, leaving Eniwetok on
July 19, 1944, and again reporting to Task Group 52.14 off Tinian on July 22,
1944, Tho next day, Rear Adriral SPRAGUE transferred the flag of CARDIV25 once
more to the WHITE PLAINS. The operations in support of the Tirian occupation
followed exactly the same pattern as in the case of Baipan. But this time tho
opoosition of the Japanvsc air power had already been neutralized almost to
the venishing peint.

The twelve dey oampalgn cnding in complete mastery of Tinian was, for
the crew of this ship, a mere routine matter. The WEITD PLAINS, including VC-4,
had now become a capable, hardened and battle-worthy organization, tested and
not found wanting,

On July 29, 1544, Rear Admiral SPRAGUE's Flag had been transferrod to the
U.S.5. MIDWAY, later sunk (as the SAINT LO) in the Battle off Samar. On August
F tho ship arrived in Eniwetok, and hor participation in the Marianas cammaign
was &t an cnd. The next three weceks were a periocd of rolaxation from the ten-
sions of battle for the crew, and of continual training, and maintenance of
the shin's fighting equipment, in order to koep her hard won battle efficiency
and high moralo at peak level. (Appendix@ ) Tho ship was orderod on a long
voyage south to Espiritu Banto in the New Hebrides. There was mich spoculation
as to whon and whero hor next mission would bo, but no one aboard could doubt

that the ship was dostined soon to participate further in the march of Anerican




soa power which was gathoring with such obvious strongth.

Enroute to Espiritu Santo, routine anti-submarine patrol was flown, but
it was a quiet, poried for sll hands, climaxed by a week of liberty and shore
leaves &t the destinotion. On Augzust Eh, the ship moved to the Tulagl Aroa in
tho Solomon Islands, whore etaging was boing carried out for the next operation.
On the way to tho staging arca a routine landing broke a deck pendent and ox-
posed a number of excessively worn sheaves, A poor lubrication systom was the
gourco of the trouble, and all weathor deck shoavos were roplaced, a major
undertaking., From August 26 to 29 tho WHITE PLAINS was engaged in training
operations #n the Tulagl area with Task Force THIATY-TWO, inereasing tho ox-
perienco and ability of hor officers in tactical maneuvering for air support
operations,

Announced during mencuvers, the objoctive was the Palau Islands in the
Western Garolinaa.-{ﬁppondix H) Now part of Carriocr Division TWENTY-SIX, tho
WHI TE PLAINS was again headed for action as she etood out from Gawvutu on Sept-
ember 8, 1944 as part of the Western Bescort Carrier Grouo (TG 32.7).

As 1t turned out, the invasion of Peleliu and Anguar was an casy ono for
the ailr support groups, After only seven days the WHITE FLAINS' mission was
completed, and the story was the familiar ono as oxperionced in the Tinian
Operation: Anti-subnmarine and combat air patrol, direct support of beach omera-
tione, and obscrvation patrol,

During this opcration the annoyance caused by {Filurn of airborne indenti
fication equipmont nade itself increasingly folt. The wasted effort in C.I.C.,
when valuable tine was spent plotting and intercepting "bogies" which turned
out to bo friondly, was a2 not inconsidorable handicap to operaticns. The real

problem wae one of radar maintenance. With only one officer to handle mainton-
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ance of both shipboard and airhérnn gear, there were timoe whon one or the
other had to be slighted. Although this work had been mssigned to the Air
department organization, it was still not always possible to give the airborne
gear tihe full attention it required. This problem of organization was never
fully rosolved.

One obsorvation flight of special interest was dispatched on Septenmber
22, the day after the departuro of Car Div 26 from the Palau theatre; to pro-
vide first hand information on Japenese activitios on Yap. The WHITE PLAINS
was now attached to Task Group 33.12 on a spccial mission and it had been
rumored thnt an arphlbious strilee on Yap was contemplated. Howover, the force
gtood further to the nolt.czst and it amctually turned out that the operation
wae the invoslon of Ulithi. The usual alr coverege sarvices were provided,
with the oxcention that no air sunport was necessary for ground onerstions
becausc tho landing forces were able to find only three Japanese on thio Islonds.
The WEITE PLAINS anchored in Ulithi Lagoon on Seotember 25, 1944 but was dis-
nissed immodletely and left the sanme day for Manus in the Admiralty Islands,
paking intercediato stop at Huwaboldt Bay, Hollandia, New Guinea. The ship
dropped anchor in BHecadler Harbor, off the big new basc on Manus I8land, On
October 1, 1944, The entire Falau ad Ulithi operations had proved unusually
easy for the CVEe; in fact, the capture of Ulithi, which has since becoue a
major fleet anchorage of the highest value, later came to be ealled the
WBloodless Invasion®,

Loyte and tho Battle off Samar

Ten days in Sseadler Harbor weroc a period of intensive overhaul and logs
ietic proparation for immediate reswmtion of tic campalgn. With the evaila-

bility of adicld stocks of spare parts and shop facilities on the repair sidn




U.8.5. WHITHEY, tlie engineering crewv turned to in an effort to give the steam
plant a complete inspection and restore it to oxcellent operating condition,
The rost of the crow was kept more than busy with working partiecs loading
aviation spares and other sunpliocs to rostoro stocks depleted by the prolonsged
absonce from mejor supply basesd through cleaning of the ship from top to
buttnm_was undortaken. Particular attontion wes given to the gallory deck
spaces, bocause some enziich;” was felt over the fact that for the first time
the ship wns to be routod into thoso wators whore the hazard from tropical
storms is tho grontost. (Anpendix 1), Tho WHITE PLAINS, again in Carrior Divi-
sion 25, took departurc from Manus on Octobor 12 under SEVENTE Fleet Cormend,
pound for the Loyte Gulf area in the Contral Philippines.
ho scone of operations was roached on tae uorning of October 17, but

during the vreceding night, the Task Groun (77.4) had encountered the very
conditions over which anxiety had becn felt. With a young fyphoun forming Jjust
to the north, the winds had risen to full galec force, and the visibility was
reduced to a few hundred yards. Fortunately, this stornm moved away from the
rendezvous area, and the group formation was not broken up. Although congider-
able discomfort and apnrehonsion wze felt by all hande, the severity of the
etorm hed not becn enough to cause any damage boyond some miner buckling of
the overhang on tho gallery deck aft on the port side. There was a delay of
one day in commencing air operations as part of the pre-invasicn attack,
because woathor conditions made lawnching lmpossible on Cetober 17.

By the noxt dny, thn woather wms agnin normel, and from the standpoint
of the shin's crow, proceedings settled down into just another round of the
familiar work which had been learned so well in the Marianas and Palaus. On

Octobor 20, the amphibious forces went in, and on the 2lith, an aircraft from
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tho WHITE PLAINS, making a forced lending on Tacloban airfield, was onc of the
first to touch whools to Philippine soil sinco 1942. Boutine conditions pro-
valled throughout the initial assault phascs of the operation, so that ell
hands were boginning to congratulate themsolves on having exporienced all the
leasons tiere wore to be learned in the various phases of CVE combat oporations.
On the night of October 24, there was no hint of the predicament in which
Carrior Divieion TWENTY-FIVE was to find itself at the next dawn.

The WHITE PLAINS was on station 80 miles off Homonhon Island in the mouth
of Leyte Gulf, as secure was sounded from routine morning Goneral Quarters. A
group of ships noted in the carly morning hours on the radar screen, to the
northward, had beon supposed to be Taffy 2, a friendly unit assisting in the
operation., Many of the planes scheduled for morning strikes had already taken
off, having boen ordered to assist in pursuit of the Japanese fleet which hnd
becn turned back tho night before by Rear Admirel J. B. OLDENDORF's old battlo-
ships and PT boats in Surigao Strait. These pilote added considerably to their
scoro that morning, The rest of the vlenes werc ready on deck, aried for ground
support missons. A recognition officer was aloft with the dawn patrol.

The words which came in over the air-to-ship voice circult were almost
incredible, "I don't think those ships up there are friendlyl"™ At that moment
the Jepeneso task force which had sneaked through San Bernardino Strait during
the nignt was at a range of 15 miles, and the first salvo was already in the sir,
1t landed 300 yards off the WHITE PLAINS' starboard beam, This was at 0659,
October 25, 1944, and was followed three minutes later by a perfect straddle of
najor celiber shells., That the WHITE PLAINS was not crippled by this salvo was
due only to the providential fact that the encmy was using armor plercing

anmunition, so that the explosions occurred under water. 4s it was, all nower
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was temporarily interrupted throughout the ship, but structural damage, thoush
extensive, was of minor consequonce and did not demand attention until lator, A
few personncl were injured slightly but all were able to return to duty after
trcatomont. Tho most scrious casualty which occurred was the rupturo of the
canvas expansion joints in the blower ducts supplying eir for the forced draft
of nunbor: 3 and 4 boilers. This threatened the maintenance of steam on the
starboard main engine, but by virtue of exceptionally alert thinking and quiclk
emorgency repair on the part of the engincoring ropair party, the damagc was
patched within 15 minutes. Machinist F. W. SAMPLE, USN, was in charge of this
crew, assisted by H. C. BROWN, CWT, 265-70-63, G. W. JONES, MMlc, 576-07-83
and P, 0, FACCIN, WI3c, 807-38-16. Even with reduced air supply, spced was
maintained on tho starboard shaft by opening the fuel pumps up wide, as a smoke
scroen was lmmcdiately ordered. As soon as tho damage was repairoed, it wae
sworn by the gun crews that the lurch of the ship forward could be distinctly
folt as maximun speed was deliveorod.

The emergency power was rostored within two minutes and normal power sunnly
was available witiin 8 minutes, The gyro commass was the only oquipnont knockod
out by tho power failure which required a longer poriod to be rostored to norn-l
operations, The gyro oporation continued erratic for several hours, It was
not until the neoxt morning when cclestial slghte wore again avallable, that the
ship's position could be definitely cetablished,

After the first moment of consternation and confusion, the ship irmediately
launched the planes remaining on deck, and commenced maneuvering on violently
evasive courses in e successful effort to confuse the ranging of the cnemy's
fire. At 0736, the formation of eix carricrs and their escort destroyors was

manouvered into a handy tropical rein squall which gave a brief respite, and also
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enabled the CVEs, which were hopelossly outdistancod by the enemy crulsers, to
change coursc undetcted so as to keep their distanco., Although the cnony
heavy cruisers later closed and nearly surrounded the CVEe, the worst of tho
surface bombardment was over for the WHITE PLAINS,

In fact, when the range had beon closed to nine uilee at 0849 and later te
less than six miles, it only meant an opportunity for the ship's gunner, Chiof
Gunner W. F. BRISSON, USN, (now Lt.(Jjg)), to demonstrate his skill with tho
5"}33 gun on the fantail, 5o adroit was Captain Sullivan's maneuvering of tho
ship to head for the epot where the next enemy salvo would not land; that tho
Jepancso B-inch guns wore unable even at 12000-yard range fo come as closc os
they had with their firset salve, The WHITE PLAINS' five inch firo was continued
for thirty-six ninutes, with a successlon of threoe arnorod Japanose ships as
targots, A total of 127 roundes wore fired including 27 rounds of the now Mark 32
projectiles, and a number of hite were definitoly attributable to thie shin's
fire. Tho Mark 32 projectiles were particularly effective, having been cloarly
observed to cause casualties resulting in at lenst one turret of a Jopanese
cruiser being put out of actien,

Al though there had boen no tine to ro-arm for effective action agninst
surface vossels, the pilots of V0-4 exhibited the utmost courago and detornination
in action against tho Japanese force, At first they worc able only to harrass
the heavy attacking shipse, but this they did exportly so as to interforo vory
materially with their flre, Lator, there was an opnortunity to erm and lounch
a foew torpedo bombers, and at least one tolling torpedo hit was scored beforec
the Japanesc cruisers had retired nltogether. (See Appendix J). In tho course
of the surface cngagement, the Japancse shipe worc hit by VC-4 aircraft with .f

caliber ammnition, 100-pound bombs, and depth charges, as well as torpedocs,
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The improvisation was brilliant; in some cases dry runs were made by fighters
whose ammunition hnd been expended, and even in the face of determined enomy
AL, the Japancse gun crews were effectively distracted.

The full story of the defermined but apparently hopeless battle, which
was put up by the formation of which the WHITE FLAINS was a part on Octohoer 25,
has elready becn told and discussed from many angles in several other esccounts.
It 1s not nocessary in this history to recount agein the oxceedlngly valourcus
.oxploits of the dostroyors in harrassing the enemy with torpedoes, nor the
tragedy of the 1ll-fated U.S,S. GAMBIZR BAY. As far as the WHITE PLAINS was
1nn::l:rrnn:var'men:'t, the surfroce engagement ended with an emergency turn made at 0932
to avoid a torpodo launched by one of the enemy cruisers as they wore retiring
to the northwest, The reasons which cormmolled the Japanese force to retire
can never be made clear, solely on tho basis of the eye-witness testimony of
anyone who went through the battle on this ship,

The miracle of the WHITE PLAINS' escape had not yet commletely dawned on
her crow, whon anothor equally dangorous weapon was unleashed by tho Japanoso
ageinst this small and already battered formation of CVEs. At that date the
new Japenese tactic of suicide diving was not generally kmown nor fully
apprecizted cven in the battle fleet, Bo when six enemy elreraft apnroached
the group at 1047, their suiecidal intontions were not suspected by many on
board. The CVEs were caught off balance, with thelr air operations schedulo
disorganizod, the planee which thoy did have aboard wnarmed after the iuproipiu
work against the surface fleet, and with most of the scroening destroyers
either sunk or dispersed to pick up survivors of the vessels which had boen
lost, But still, at first sight, it was just another air-raid, and not a very

big one. This attitude changed immediately when two of the attackers detatched
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themselves and headed directly for the WHITE PLAINS and the SAINT LO, which was
steaming in formation on the port beams The two "Zokes" were coming in low
and vor{ fast from dead shead. Although drought immediately undor fire, thoy
sworved to tho WHITE PLAINS' port side, and one, which had already been
mortally wounded, crashed inte the SAINT LO's Flight Deck before anyono had time
to deternine ite intentions,

Tho dotails of the explosions and large fires, which resulted in the
SAINT 10's sinkdng within 7 minutes, have beon thoroughly described and
studied elsewhero, This -orformance served as a bare few seconds' warning to
tho WHITE PLAINS' gzun crows as to the danger they were facing. Thc second plane
made a quick circle and apnroached the shin from astern and slightly to
starboard. By this time, the "Zeke" had been under fire from all of this ship's
anti-aireraft batteries, but apparently was not hit., He closed as if for o
landing and the Captain ordered hard left ruddor. (Appendix C-8), Tho crows
of the after port 20MM gune, under Lt.(jg) G. 5. HUSBY, were alert ecnough to
take over the fire as soon as he appearcd in their sector over the storn, This
action was instantaneous and undoubtedly saved the ship., D. E. PARKER, Slc,
234-35-27, a voteran of Guadalcanal, was the gunner who finally found the mark
at almost point-blank range, disabling tho plane so that she fell off on her
left wing and missed the ship by inches, her bomb exploding in the air below
flight deck level, not over 20 feet from the spot where PARKER himself stood
(Appendix C-9). The hangar deck enclosure was riddled with shrapnol and tho
flight deck littored with debris of both plane and pilot. But when the smoke
cleared in a few minutes, order had bogun to replace confusion; it was found
that matorial damage to the ship was negligibleo and that only elevon men had

been injured, none of tiwu seriously enough to mrevent immediate return to duty.
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It vas sone tinc before the graphic lesson offcred by the fate of the
SAINT LO brought home to all hands a realization of how narrowly the WHITS
PLAINS had escapod, for the second time in one day., As later events proved,
the suicide dive technique was the most dangerous threat which the Japancso
wore able to offer to our ships, Gradually during the noxt few days, as tho
ship was rotiring toward Manus, a complete story of what had happenod in those
fow minutes passed around and was talked over excitedly from every angle. The
WHITE PLAIFS crew thoreby gained an awarcnese of the nature of the cnomy shc
was up against, which was unsurpassed in the whole flcot,

The record of the rcst of that day shows a submarine kill by the sercen and
several alerts after dark caused by onomy aireraft formations. But theso
seemed as mere incldents on October 25, The four carriers that wero loft of
Carrier Division 25 were on their way out to lick their wounds. The ships were
still proudly eble to provide tho usual air coverage for the unit. A stop
wes made on Octobor 29 at Mios Woondi Island off Northwest New Guinon for
fuel and on November 1, Carrier Division 25 agaln came to anchor in Scoadlor
Harbor, Manus Island,

This time the WHITE PLAINS made closor acquaintance with the repair crows
of the U.S5.5. WHITHEY, For six daye inspoction partics were ranging the ship
with intensive thoroughness to determine how badly she had been hurt. The
holees in tho hangor deck enclosure could be patched easily for light-tightnoss,
but thore romainod a stubborn buekle just above hangar deck lovel which was
to continue pormanontly to give out an annoying noise like a blg bass drum
when the ship cncountered heavy sess, A large crack in the hangar dock itsclf
wee growing worse, nnd could only be tompporarily checked with the facilities

at band. Shock damage throughout tho ship wos repaired by patching, rondjusting,
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md streightening, The overhnng deck, and enclosure bulkheads which wore of
1light shect metal could be remaired by the metalsmiths, But bolow, in the
vieinity of tho after engino room, thore wero seme structural bulkhonds which
were slightly buckled, and the skin of the shivn below the bilges was corrugated
in places like a sheet of metal roofing. These items could probably never be
nade good from the standroint of battlo-worthiness of the hull, although thoy
did not affect sca-worthiness.

By far the most serious discovery was that the starboard main engine had
been looscned fron its poorings. Several of tho hold-down bolts were bLrokeon
and a1l were badly straired, resulting in tho etarboard shaft being shifted
out of line. This caused extensive vibration and necessitated reduction in
cruleing speed to prevent permanent damage to the engine. In fact, therc wos
grave doubt as to whether this engine could ever be put back in condition so
as to provide the 194 knot top spoed that had been used to such great advaantoge
during the battle. It was evident that ti:ls engine room had borne the brunt
of the nearcet misses.

No great deliberation was required to decide that tho services of a full
fledged reovwair base wer: nccessary. Consequently the WHITE PLAINS discharzed
all but cight of the VO-4 aircraft. The four carriers, still operating as a
unit of the SEVINTHE Fleet (TU 77.4.3) pzot underway for Pearl Harbor on Novene
ber 7, 1944, The sircraft retained on board were used for combat air patrol
during the trip,

On arrival at Pearl, it was learned that the WHITE PLAINS had beon assigned
an aveilability poriod for repalr at the 5 an Diego Renair Base. The anticipa-
tion of liberty and poseible leave which this news aroused in the crow may

easily be imagined. The trip home began on November 19 after a onec day stonover




in Pearl ad the ship moored at North Island on Novomber 27. At this tine,
Squadron VC-U wes detachod.

A brief roviow of the conbat exnericncos of the WHITE PLAINS' firet and
only perranent squadron shows tho following. Twelvo oneny aircraft and one eargo
shin woro definitely credited to VC-U. Substantial contribution was nade to tho
supnort of ground operations in four ammhibicus campeigns, and at the sano time
in each case, cbservation, anti-submarine and combat alr natrol servico was
- maintained. Several assists were credited to the squadron in kmocking out war-
ships of both the Central and Southern Japancse task forces in tho Socond
Battle of the Philippine Sea. Their losses totaled 6 pilote, 3 aircrewmen, and
1 Marine officor obsorver. Tho last landing rado on the WHITE PLAINS' fiight
dock by coubat air patrol vefore arriving in Poarl in Novembor was thc 3058th
for tho ehip; yot there had becn only six barrier crashos during tho timo that
VC-4 was aboard, Bight aircraft were lost while away frou the ship.

It has becn mentioned that in the course of the corbat experlonces of the
WHITE PLAINS, tho ship'e company had devolonod a first hand working knowledge of
how toc usc s oscort carrior as a nost offective instrument for strikin;; tho
enony. At this time, thore was probably no CVE trow in existence that had a
wider exporience of the various battle uses of the Escort Carrlor, or was bettor
qualificd to know what to do with thoir ship. The achicvements of Carrier Divi-
sion 25 had boen officially rocognized in cormendatory ncssages fron tho highor
echelons of cormand, (Apmondix K). As far as the WHITE PLAINS was concornod,
howevor, this surmation of exnericncoc was not destined to be put directly to
further use. On tho trip from Poarl to San Dicgo, the ship was given 65 dud

aircraft to haul back, and tlis was hor first taste of what was in storo.

37




Transport Duty.

As the repair work proceeded during December, 194L, the declsion was made
that the WHITE PLAINS wae to join the growing ranks of the Carrier Transport
Bervice. The expanding scope of air operations in the Far East demanded that-r
tremendous numbers of naval combat planes be carried over distances much too
great for them to fly., These distancee were so great that every ship capable
of carrying planes, and not immediately needed for combat, Was belng drafted
for this service, On January 1, 1945, while still undergoing repairs the WHITE
PLAINS was transferred to the control of Commander Carrier Transport Squadron .
Personnel transfera were made to bring the complement in line with the reduced
allowance for CVE transports; many of the experlenced Alr department men went
to the U,5.5. SHIPLEY BAY and U.S.5. BENNINGTON. Nevertheless, all authorized
ship alterations were accomplished, providing thie ship with the latest arrmage-
ments of spaces and gear to be used in case it became necessary for the ship
to be recalled to combat duty. A new type of 20MM gun mount was installed,
torpedo stowage on the hangar deck was given added protection, Loran nevigation-
al gear wes instelled, the aviation gaseline delivery system was improved,
flight deck landing lights were provided, and chenges in arrangement of internal
communieatiom systoms were made anccording te the recommendations made by the
bureau from the experiences of many CVEs.

On the trial run on Jmuary 12, 1945, the ship demonstrested that her enzines
were still in condition to deliver a speed of seventeen knots if needed. She
was scheduled for her first transport run begiming January 14, but after air-
craft and passengers had been loaded, it was discovered, while loading aviation
gaesoline, that a minor leek had been overlooked, allowing gasoline to escape
inte the voids surrounding the tanks., This hazard could not be overlooked, and

consequently one day et sea emptying volds, and three more in port were required

38




———— |
L B

to correct the gondition.

The WHITE PLAINS left San Diego on her firet transvort voyage on January
19, 1945, carrying passengers and aireraft consigned to Pearl Harbor. She also
garried & full allowence of smmuniton bombs, eircraft torpedoes and eviation
gesoline, Just in case a change in the ship's etatus might be ordered, This
trip was the prototype for nearly all of the WHITE FLAINS' subsequent woyages.
She earried only preserved aircraft, and stenmed singly without escort, The
sixty-nine aireraft on board represented almost a capacity load on both hangar
end flight decke. There were 186 pasgengers and some of them had to be berthed
on cots underneath the plenes parked on the hangar deeck, One interesting
feature of this trip was the securing of a FBJ forward on the flight deck, thus
occupying space which otherwise could have accommodated five additional ecarrier
alreraft with folded wings,

On this first trensport cruise, two round trips were made from Femrl Herbor
to Roi-Yeamur Island in Kwejalein Atoll, delivering Army, Navy and Marine Corps
personnel, s variety of types of combet sireraft, and high priority #E:tr&nn
cergo. Some of the detalls of the loads carried meay be found in the chronology
above, By the time the ship wes mgnin underway from Pearl eastward on Merch 1,
1945, her crew had become sccustomed to the rapidly varying conditlons of trans—
pvort duty, to the monotony of long continuous stemdy steaming with very short
lay-overs in port, and to the plain fact that their duties now consiated
principally of getting the shin through the water and keeping up her routine
maintenance,

The trip to the States in early March turned out to be very rough all the
way, and as the WHITE PLAINS was delayed several houre in the firet two daye

by heavy scas, the originel orders to San Diego were modified to send the ship
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to San Francisco. On March 5, she was moored at Alameda and early en March 8,
she was already under way again for Pearl Harbor. This was a typloal example

of the quick turn-arounds required, At the forward bases visited, the time

spent in port was usually even less, because the unlunﬂin; was done by the ship's
orew, working around the clock,

When the ship left Pearl Harbor on March 15, it became known that this
second traneport cruise would not be routine but would include some kind of
special mission, At that time, the alreraft load, consigned to Manus, included
several SNJe, JAFe and other non-combet types. The alreraft on board totalled
79, an absolute capacity load, (appendix C-11) .

Manus was the point of departure for the speelal misslon, which turned out !
to be the transportation of Marine Fighter Squedrons VMF 322 and 323 to the
Okinawa arce for shore-based duty, on the fields which were scheduled for early
capture in the esmpaign ready to be launched., The FiUs of these squadrons were
laaded with the aviation boom, but were in a condition of combat reaﬂinéas, -
having Just been flown in from besee farther tn the south, Sixty-four planes
and their pilote were taken on board, All their gear and maintenance crews he .#
been dispatched previously with the amphibious forcee. Theee pilote had been
overseas for more than two years, and were spoiling for action,

On March 27, the WHITE PLAINS left Manup in company with the U.S.S.
HOLLANDIA, and from Mareh 31 to April 2 the ship was anchored in Ulithi, rwait-
ing orders which wuuln;‘he timed so as tn bring the Marines tr their new base at t
the right phase of the amphibivue operation, The array of ships in Ulithi on
this occasion was in overwhelming contrast to conditions at the time of the
ship's previous visit, This chenge demnnatrated the rapid pace with which the

Pacific war had been moving forward,
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The WHITE PLAINS arrived in Ulithi on the hecls of & tropical storm which
had caueed considerable nfficlal anxiety, since at the same time a full-fledged
typhoon to the westward was threatening to move north and interfere with the
scheduled landings on Okinawa, The U.5.5. BRETON, also carrying squadrons which
had come from the Marghalle for the seme miseion ae those on the WHITE PLAINS, -
had weathered the storm at anchor in Ulithi, When the WHITE FLAINS arrived, all
vessels in the harbor were still alerted for steaming on three hours' notice.

As the weather situation developed, the two storms formed a ¥Siamese Twins"
errangement, finally merging into one severe typhnon about midwey between Ulithi
and Okinawa. Thies storm passed northeastward in the vieinity of Iwo Jima, and
did not interfere with any scheduled operations, except fueling at sea. There
was some trouble with surf on the beaches, but the Okinawa landings were not
delayed,

On april 2, 1945, the group of four (VEs and four APDs as screen departed
for the mission which was to take the WHITE PLAINS on her deepest penetration
of enemy territory. On april 6, the formation reached the designated lmunching
area and commenced maneuvering, awalting orders. It wae sonn lemrned that the
gquadrons embarked on the WHITE PLAINS were not to be the first to land on
OKINaWA, as they had hoped, because the LST trensporting thelr equipment and
maintenance personnel had been bombed on the landing beach and had lost consider-
eble gear. The FRETON and the SITKOH BAY parted company and leunched their air-
eraft while the HOLLANDIA end WHITE PLAINS, with two of the AFD's reversed
course and spent two days killing time while swalting instructions,

In some weys, this experlence was among the most tense in the .HHITE PLAINS
history. A great deel of talk could be heard on the combat voice circults

between fiiendly aircraft and their own carriers not over 150 miles away. It
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wae known that major air battles exceeding snything in which the WHITE PLAINS
had ever participated were being waged every day almost in the immediate vicinity.
The news of the sinking of a Jap battleship by american tnrpedo planes was rycoive’
recelved by intercepting the action report. The crew had only routine work to
keep their minds off the immineht denger, With 64 planes aboard, this ship could
not poaelbly recover any aircraft which would have had to be launched in case of
an alr raid, Steaming back and forth along one line at an aversge @ istance of
150 niles southeast of Okinewa, the small formatinn was unprotected except for
its own anti-aircraft and the alr screen which the forges covering the island
provided. That air screen must have been practieslly air tight, because only
one lone enemy reconnaissance plane was sighted and aceording to the indication
of redar it was promptly eplashed, As far as could be told by the uninformed
observer on deck, the WHITE PLAINS might have been on a plemsure cruise, The
word Tipally came to laumnch the Merine pilots on April 9, 1945, All were launched
without incident, As the ship set her course for Guam, the message was received
tovarde evening that all 64 of the catapulted planes had landed safely on Kadena
airfield. Some of them had even had a chance to take a crack at the enemy on the
vay in, (Appendix 0-12)

This group became known on Okinaewa as the "Death Rattlers", and they turned
out a record number of Aces., In less than two months they surpassed the Marine
Corpe record for number of kills, without losine a single one of their own
planee or pilots to enemy aetion. Later, they carried out the first fighter
gweep over Kyushu, While on the WHITE FLAINS these Marine pilots had been given
an intensive course in preparation for their miesinne by Lieutenant W,J, POLK,
USNR, an air Combat Informetion offiger who had reported aboard at FPearl for
temporary duty, for this purpose, Relations between squadron and ship had been
exceptionally cordial on both sides,
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The routine of transport duty was resumed immedimtely after arriving at
Guam, Passengers were carried to Pearl Harbor, and still more pessengers with
a few aircraft and some cargo from Pearl tn San Diego., On May 1 the WHITE FLAINS
was gcain moored at North Ieland, and the next day mnoved to the Naval Remair
Base for routine overheul. :

During thie perled of avallability, ship alterations were mede to keep up
with the latest state of combat readiness A second master gyro compass was
installed, the radio Airection finder was removed, having been euperseded by tlc
newer Loran equipment previously installed, and several new damage control
telephone cirocuits were provided. The aviation redio-redar repair shop was
completely rearranged, Nevertheless, the ship returned {maﬂiataly to trensport
duty.

Before the ship shoved nff from San Diego, Captain Frederick FUNKE, Jr.,
(Appendix A~III) ceme aboard, having becn ordered as the WHITE PLAINS' new
Commending Officer. Captain SULLIVAN retained ecommand until the shin reached
Pearl Harbor, On May 20, 1945, in a ceremony on the flight deck, the command
was turned over, while the ship wae moored at Ford Island., (Appendix C-10)

Day followa dey in transport service wvery much the same on nne trip es on
another. In the lower latitudes, there was nnt even a chenge in the seasons
to relleve the monotony. On this third trip, the WHITE PLAINE visited several
of her old haunts, Tannapaug Anchorage in Saipan, Guam, Ulithi, and the Leyte
Gulf area, Tho latter provided the greatest possible contrast with the condit” u
prevailinz on the occasion of the ship's previous wisit, The WHITE PL.INS
delivered aireraft on June 6, 1945 to the big new aiviation Supply Depot at
Semar, P,I, After & shuttle trip back to Guam, she again entered Leyte Gulf

unmolested and proceeded to anchorage in San Pedro Bay off Tacloban. On this
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occasion, June 16, 1945, a view of the fleet was afforded that outclassed the

dieplay at Eniwetol, just twelve monthe before, by more than the lattor had oute
classed tho early show at Majuro., On June 16, the WHITE FLAINS carried out her
last launching operation, in company with the U.5.5. MaEASSAR STRAIT, Thirty-
two alreraft; Hellecate, Corsalrs and Helldivere, were catamulted from a voaition
within 50 miles of the scene of the Bettle off Samar on October 25, 1944, Thie
flight wae a matter of routine delivery to the Guiuman airfield.

On the return trip, the ship agein skirted a young typhoon, the same ono
which embarrassed the forces operating to the northwnrd seversl daye later. No
difficulty wae experienced avoiding the destructive wind sarem as the tyvhoon had
not yet reached extensive proportions. From Guam, the ship wes routed to
Alemeda, vie Pearl Harbor, arriving in the States on July 9, 1945, The passenger
list for this trip included Carrier Air Group 82, whose outstanding exploite
while serving aboard the U,5.5. BENNINGTON were rewarded in a presentation
ceremony on the WHITE PLaINS flight deck at Pearl Harbor, The awards were ma
by Rear admirel R. E, JEMNINGS, USH,

The last wartime cruise of the WHITE PLAINS found her still in trafevort
gervice, Leaving Alameda, July 13, 1945, the ship delivered personnel of Carrie:
air Group SIXTY to Hilo, T. H., and then after a short stop at Pearl Harbor,
delivered eircraft to Guam. Carrier air Group Twenty-Six personnel made the
trip from Hilo to Guam, On this trip, e customer wae finelly found for some
of the eviatinn gasoline we had been hauling mroumd for so long, ZEveryone, how-
ever, seemed to have plenty of emmunition, and in the end it was carried back
to Sen Diegn.

The glad news of the end of the war with Japan on August 14, 1945 was

received while the ship wes enroute from Pearl Herbor to San Diego. On Auruist
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On August 20, the WHITE PLAIMN again moored at North Island, apd on August
22 moved once more to the Ban Diego Repair Base, This time, cessation of .
hostilities had resulted in the cancellation of all elterations scheduled for
thies ship, and she was given only e routine overhaul and dry-dock period,

There was ¢rnsiderable speculation amsng all.handa ae to the probable
employment of the CVEs during the demobilization period, The receipt of orders
to proceed to Pearl Harbor and revort for duty with "Carrier Division 24" aid
little to settle the question., The WHITE PLAINS stood nut from Point Loma on
her first peacetime cruise on September 6, 1945, loaded only with passengers.
These passengers wore all debarked on Ford Island at Pearl Harbor, The plan for
the "Magle Carpet" operation was then revealed and it became clear thet the
WHITE PLAIFS would still be meking trans-Pacific crnesings for some time, Thia
ship wae one of the first to be ordered to duty returning the men eligible for
demobilization from Okinewa., The WHITE PLAINS Aropped anchor in Buckisr Bay,
Okinawa, on the morning of September 26, 19h5, nnce again returning under wvery
mach altered circumstances to the scene of one of her earlier adventures, The
load of 669 enlisted men and 127 officers teken aboard that day was a record
rassenger list for escort earriers which head not been speelally modified for
the purpose of carrying personnel, The ship returned to Pearl Harbor on October
8, -1945. (appendix Cw13)

Age a najor war veesel, the WHITE PLAIIE was at her neak of effielency in
late October 1944, Just a year after her crew first began to oome together from
all over the United States and from other vessels nf the Nevy. In the yoar
Just closed, the scenrd of the WHITE FLAINS' eareer, there has been just as great
a change in the purpose and atmosphere of the ship as a working organization,

as there was in the first yeer, But the transformation has been by more ilmper-
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ceptible steps. The ship's crew has shrunk, the old hands, exverienced in air
operations, heve been transferred here and there in small drafts. The alr
department in perticular has been deliberately and progressively reduced to &
mere maintensrnce organizetion, and it is expected that 1t will be reorgenized
80 that only the minimum of persomnel, necessary to care for thnse pieces of
epecielized aviation equipment which are vermanent inetallatinne in the ship,
will be kept. The ship 18 literally a battle-scarred war horse returned to its
battle fielde for pesceful moving of things or people meross the wators, But
emong the hande who- sre essentlal for that purvose, the enginnering crews, the
seamen on dedc, the quartermasters, the repair vparties furnishing protection
againet the hazards of the sea, and the officers standing their watches, the
established tredition of pride in doning their jobs with maximum safety and

efficlency remains the heritage of all WHITE FLAINS men.

NOTE: eoncerning documentation:

The following recorde of the U.5.5. WHITE PLAINS were consulted in pre-
pering this history: War Diary; Deck Log and QM notebook; Arresting Gear
Log; personnel, medical, aerclogical, photographic, enginerering, gunnery and
communications files, and official action reports. In maddition, the "Compo-
site Squadron FOUR 'Screpbook™, (Copyright 1945), compiled and edited by
Lt.(Je) Russel WOOD, USNR, was freely drawn .upon, Specific and scholarly
documentation of the Narrative is impossible, besause almost every statement
is & synthesis from several of these dources, All nemes and specific dates
have been carefully checked against records, and are known to be accurate,
Statisticel and descriptive material is lmown to be reamsonsbly accurate, and
have been checked wherever possible,

Many intervicews were had during the period October 1 to 8, 1945, all with
personnel still aboard who were eye-witnesses of the events in question, The
compiler of the Narrative has been aboard since Nevember 27, 1944, end has
drawn extensively on his memory of oonversations held with many ether eye-
witnesses whn have meanwhile been detached,
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APPENDIX A - Short Blographics of Cermanding Officers.

I

At tho Commissioning Coremony at Astoria, Orcgon on November 15, 1943,
Captain Oscar A, WELLER, U.S. Navy, nssumed command of the U.S.S. WHITE PLAINS
(cVB-66), thus adding anothor fighting unit to the ranidly oxnanding nrogran
of the Unitod States Navy. Succeeding months proved that the Burcau could not
havo scloctod a man bettor qualified to assumc command of this Ixcort Carrier.

Coptodn Oscar Arthur WBLLER, U.S., Navy was born in Beeville, Toxas,
Docembor 2, 1896. Ee attendcd the Wost Texas Military Academy, after which e
entored tho U,S., Naval Academy at Annapolis.

Graduating from Annapolis in 1919, Ensign WELLIR wns assigned to tho
U.5.5. EURON for duty in Asiatic wnters. After two years of erulsor exporicnce,
he entered evintion troining in May 1922 at Ponsacola, Florida. After winning
his wings at Ponsacola, he spent two yoars at Naval Air Station, San Diogo,
California in Fighting Plane Squadron OHE. EHo was later transferred to
Penencolal's Corry Field ms Instructor.

In 1928 Lt. WELLER roturned to Annapolie for a post graduate coursc in
Ordnance ¥ngineoring; following that ho was assigned to the U.S5.5. WBST VIRGINIA,
where he served as sonlor aviator for & tour of duty which carried him over
mos8t of tho Facific waters.

Captain WiLLER had duty at tho Navy Devartmont, Weshington, D.0., was
4Alr OGroup Coomandor on the U,5.S. LANGER, and dlr Officor on the U.S5.5.
S4RATOGA. Following these importent assignmentis, he became Commanding Officer
of the U.S. Noval Alr Station, Coco Solo, Panama Canal Zone, after which he bo-
came Commander of Patrol Wing NINE, Quonset Pt. Rhode Island,

A man wio was rospected not only for his thorough lmowledge of naval
aviation, Captain Weller slso won tho adciration and rospect of all hands bo-
couso of his wisdom and good judgment of human nature. During hie short tour
of duty as Commanding Officer of the WHITE PLAINS, he exhibited the vory high-
ot qurlitics of loadership as an officor and a gontloman of the Navy.

In his comuissioning address Captain WELLIR i1s reportced to have snid:
"This shiip is namod for a decisive battle of the American Revolution, wherc -
1ot of Yankeos fought. Thoy all got out with thoir hides. Now with all the
Yankoes I have sboard here, I expect her to get in a hell of a lot of trouble,
but you'll get out with your hides, too! Yos, tho Yanks made history in the
battlc of WZITE PLAINS over a century snd a-half ago; the U,5.5. WEITE PLAINS
will do no loss."

Captain WELLER saw the WHITE FLAINS dovelop from a gangling infant into
a veteran, firo-snitting, sca-going hornet's ncst. To him goes the credit for
developing the raw recruits fresh from the boot camp, and likewise the in-
experionced Ensigns from Roserve Tralning Schools, into well-diseciplined,
expertly trainod, competent men of action, Tho couragecus and aggrossive nan-
ner which marked the training and shake down cruisocs of the WHITE PLAINS also
characterized the initial operation agninst tho enemy at Ssipan. It wos duo
to the courngoous oxocution of skillfully concelved tactice and seananship
that the WHITE FLAINS dealt one of the knock-out punches and maneuvered to
safety during the operations at Bainan. To Captain WELLER and his well-
intograted command goes a full sharo of the credit for the successful camalgn
in the Marianas.
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APPENDIX 4 (Continued).

Symbolle of tho unfaltering trust of those whe served undor Captain
WELLZR during those restless, anxious days of the WHITE PLAINS' histery,
are the words of a Boatswain's Mato let "If I had to spend my naval carcor
on one ship, I would want Captain WELLER to be the 'Skippor!.®

On July 16, 1944 Captein WOLL3R was detachod as Commanding Officor of
the U.S5.5, WHITC PLAINS(CVE-66) and orderod to tho U,S5.5. WASP(CV-18) as

Comnanding Officor. Captain Dennis J. SULLIVAN, U,S. Navy succoedod him as
Commanding Officor of the WEITE PLAINS,

II

On July 16, 1944 Captain Dennis J. SULLIVAN, U.S. Navy, seasoncd from a

colorful tour of duty as Exocutive Officor aboard tho Zscort Carrier, MANILL BAY,

assumed comnand of the U.S5.5. WEITR PLAINS(CVD-66). Again, it was as if
Providonco had diroctod the solection of thie Irish aviator and ordnance
engincer to exccute the lmoortant role which the WEITE PLAINS was dostined %o
fulfill,

Donnis Josoph SULLIVAN wns born in the statc of Montana on tho 26th of
Sentombor 1903, Eo enturcvd tue Naval Acadomy at Annapolis in 1922 and gred-
uated in Juno 1926, While in the Aeadomy young Sullivan was an adept
athlete and a earcful studont of military selonce. His interest in chondeal
rosearch and ordnaneo englnecring led hlm to pursuc post-graduate courses at
Annanolis following his training in avintion at Fonsacola, Florida, but not
until after hc had served a tour of duty ns Senior Aviator aboard tho Battle-
Bhip. U'SIS. mﬂl }Emmo

Captain SULLIVAN made snlutary contributione in the field of aorial
torpedo resoarch, perfecting techniques and tactical nrocedurce which have
proved invaluable in thoe successful oxecution of the war against tho enomy
both 1n the Atlantic and the Pacific theators of war.

Captain SULLIVAN assumed command of tho U,S.5. WRITE PLAINS at that
crucial hour whon carrior operatione in tho Marianas ]lelands wore undergoing
the most devastating countor-attacks by the onemy. Inheriting a votoran erow
and sessoncd officers, he executed a detormined and aggrossive drive to make
bhis ehlp tho proudest and most able fighting carrier of its type at seoa.

The Captain wons a friendly man; he relished spinning yarns about the
lgood old days'! when he was stationed for a long time on a seaplane tendor
at Coco Solo, tho ontrance to the Panama Canal., "Wo used to take o pilot
aboard cvery time wo made the transit, bocausc if you didn't have tho pilot
flag flying, you were likely to get held up for several hours in Gatun Lake,
while tho pilots would vush you right through. We got to kmow them protty
well., They didn't like Japanese ships; Bated to handle them, and cven in
those days, bnek in 1938, were susnicious of them, so their radlos were sealed
while they transited the canal.

"Tho Jap ships didn't handle woll; I remembor one of those pilote tclling
how ho rang the engino-room for full speed astorn and tho shin kept going
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APPENDIX a (Continued),
right ahcad - enginc reom didn't undorstand. Tho captain said to him with

one of thoso Jap glggles, 'Ha, ha, you arc going to hit pior.' Ko said,
'Ha; ha, it's your ship,'?

Or yarns about the torpedo station at Nowport in the old days (the
sidpper had been a torpodo pilot)i New torpcdocs have to be fired two or
three times boforo thoy are in perfeet adjustmont, with nractice heads, of
coursc, so thoy won't blow anything up., Tho skipper himsclf fired ono onco
that was not quito in adjustment yot, so that it eireled slightly, and alnost
sank the Janestown ferry, for a terpedo travels with a considerable punch and
the Jamcstown forry is an old wooden craft. Tho ferry skipper saw it pursuing
him and turncd frantiecally. Every timo he turned, the torpodo turnod with
bim and his ship was only saved because tho torpedo was near the end of its
ran, 8o that it finally nosed down into tho mud,

In the renowned battle of Leyte Gulf, Captain Sullivan out-smarted and
cut-mancuvered the cnemy on overy count. BHis suporb firing and mancuvering
during this docislve battle won for him the Navy COrose and the grateful respoct
of the officors and men of his ship, Captain Sullivan epared no effort in his
consistent policy to weaken the onemy and bring his ship and his crow home to
safety. He ofton boasted that his crow could load, unload, and launch plrnes
fastor than any carrier of ite kind afloat. Fie cool efficiency in handling
men and natorial carncd for him the nome of "Bull® of the Escort Carricrs.

On Moy 8, 1945, Cantain Denis J, SULLIVAN, U.S. Navy, was ordorod te tho
Burcau of Ordnonco, Nevy Denmartment, Washington, D.C. FKis Irish eycs wore
molet as he relinquished his command at Ponrl Harbor; he kmew then that thesc
orders precluded his burning ambition te launch planes on the wery door-stop
of the ononmy,

111

Upon relieving Captain Dennis J. SULLIVAN, U.S. Navy on May 20, 1945,
Captain Fredrick FUNIZ, Jr., U.S. Navy, assumod command of the U.S.5. WEITD
FLAINS(CVD-66) at Foarl Harbor. Proud woarer of 5 ribbons which include tho
Defense, American Theatre, Asiatic with four stare, the European and tho
commendation ribbon awarded to him by Admiral Stark, Captain FUNKDS was in the
show in the Faciflic from the early boginning back in the anxious deys of
Guadalcanal when a handful of eruisers and dostroyers was all we could rustor
to hold off Nippon's might., Serving as Gunnery Officer for ComAirScPac in
the Solomons arca in 1942, he lived aboard the U.S.S. CUATISS for awhile, but
roughed it most of the time in quonset huts and tents in New Caledonia,
Espiritu Santo, Tulagl and Guadalecanal from April to Decerber of that yoar,

Born in Lincoln, Nebraska, in 1904, Captein FUNKE grew up on tho middlo
woet plains loarning to handle a rod and rcol and became an enthusiostic
hunter. Eis skill with a rifle paid hin dividonds in New Caledonia whore onc
timec he bagged 3 deer in two nighte using & 30 cal. Springfield and filed
down bullets, He used to chase deer in a joop. Golf was added to his
- favorite snorts of fishing and hunting,
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APPENDIX A (Continued),

-

ke greduntod from the Naval Acadomy at Annanolis in 1927, and wos
commissionod Dnsign, rerorting aboard the U.S5.5. WEST VIRGINIA for a tour
of duty that lasted until 1930. Fo romorted to Ponsacola that yoar for
flight training and won his wings in Dccomber 1931. Soon theoreaftor ho was
to be found flying with his squadron off tho U.S5.5. SARATOGA., This billot
lasted until 1934 whon ho returncd to Annanolis for a yeoar of study in goneral
line duty at tho Fost Graduate School. From 1935 to 1937 he had duty aboard
the U.S.5. NEW MEXICO with its obsorvation scanlane unit; then on to Fanoma
with FAIEWING 3 and to San Diogo in 1940 flying PB2Y-3's. He loves to fly
the big boats but is equally enamourod of the slook fighters.

Suminoned out of the steaming junglos of tho South Facific, Captain
FUNKE spont 1943 with Buder in Washington, D.C., where he prepared for the
biggest show of 1944: the mssault on Fortrces Durope. Assigned to tho staff
of Commandor Naval Forces, Europc, ho was stationed in London at tho height
of the buzz bomb scason. He says of theso zoot-zoomers, "Thore wasn!t nuch
you could do about the buzsborb because thoy usually came over singly at
intervals throughout the day and night and you can't stay in a sheltor 24
hours a day and cot any work done. You felt like a small ant on a big dart
board and hoped that one of the darts didn't have your number on it, When
one approacied and came overhead you simply wishod it luck in not running
out of gans until it had passcd over and you wero boyond range of its blast,"

Agsguming command of the WEITE PLAINS at = time when sho wns deostined to
remain "a merc transport" was not an ocasy job beocause of the reduced comple-
ment and ranidly changing nersonnel. But Coptain FUNEE has takon it all in
his strido, allowing nothing to ruffle thoe even-flowing tenor of his way.
When therc arc mersocancl and matorial to deliver to ferward areas, he bocomos
as enthusiastic about it as if he were launching a strike at Tokyo: and, now
that there arc thousands of men and tons of supplies to be returned to the
home front, he is nost emger to roturn tho largost numbers he can by Christ-
mag time.

Cantain FUNIZ nossesses an uncanny ability to gauge the tomper of his
officers and men, Ee has nlrondy become the "Beloved Captain® of the
WHITE PLAINS, for ho crics out with Patrick Henry, that patron Saint of
every bluc-jacket, "Give me liborty.ceceerecescsacscash
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APPL... . CONSOLIDATED ROSTh. . .TFICERS
HAME DEC, 43 = MAR, 44 APR. 44 - AUG, 44 SEPT, 44 - JAN, 45 FEB, 45 - AUG, 45 PRESEMT ASSTGHMENT

Lt.Cdr., C. A. ABELE, 1st. Lieutenamnt Sane Detached 12-44

Jr.
Comdr. T. A. AIROON Exee. Officer Detached 7-44
Lt. J. M, ANDREWS,  Sr. Asst. Eng. Off. Same Seme Chief Bng.

Jr., Datached 7-45
Lt.Cdr. B. W. ARVIN Comm. Officer Same Same 2 Detached 5-45
Lt. 5. J. .RNOLD Nawigator Detached 9=45 .
Lt, B. ¥, BECKER V-1 Div. Officer Detached 4-4i (after 7-45)
Ens., J. W, BERNS ol Lsst, Supply Off. Same
Lt, L. W. BERTOGLIO LAsgt, 150 Detached 1-45
Lt.(jg), R. M, BEVIS, Jr.lst.Div,Off. Asst . Nav.0ff. Jr.lst.Div.Off, lst. Dyv. Off,  Asst. DCO & 1st Lt,

T
Lt.(jg), L. BRAATEM T sk MEE P Jr.2nd . Div,Off, Agst, Navigator Asst. Navigator
Eng., C. F, BLEICK Comm. Tatch Off. Same
Lt, C. J. BRADY Jr. Medieal Off. Detached 5=i4
Lt.(jg), H. E. BOICE Agst.Gun .&Pass .0ff . Detached 8=45
Ens., A. R. BREDAHL Jr. B Div, Off,
Ens., J. E. BREVNAN _ Jr. N Div, Off.
Lt.(jg), W. F. BRISSON Ship's Gunner Same Same 3rd. Div, Off. Gunnery Off. .
Pharm. 5. J, BUCKO Asst. H Div. Off, Same
Lt. T. J. BUKVICH Lsgst., DGO & Same Same Detached 945

Lthletic Off.

Ens., E. CARR, Jr. : FDO & CIC hsst. Same
Ens. C. M. CLVE 5 Jr. Lest. Novigator
Bosn., J. D. CLINTON N Ship's Bosn. Seme
Garp., C. W, "COLLINS Ship's Carp. Same
Lt, H. C. COOKE : : B=l Comm., Officer
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APPEFDIX B
Ens., G, L. CONTNER Cal LS o e e e Ty O
Lt,. B. C. CONRLD j Lsst. First Lieut. Detached 9=45
Lt,Cdr, L. W, COSPER lisst, 1lst. Lt. Detached 7-i4
Ens. C. P. CORKE R Div. Off.
It. F. C. CURRY Jr.2nd . Div,0ff. Lookout Off, Detached 10-44
Lt. R. ¥. DARAY 3 Supply Officer Same
Lt. M II'.'-'HILSQH Jr. ('Irannferred from VC-U4) Jr. Med,Off, Sane(Det,1-45) (nfter 5-45)
Lt. {j K. W. D.u.".'I“ Jr . 3rd. Div.0ff . Detached V=44
Lt.(jg ) v.F. DEYIS (Trane.From VC-4)  Asst.Flight Dk.Off. Detashcd 1-45 .
C.Mach, R, DEFRANGO Gasocline Officer Same Same Detached 7-45
Rd.Elect. E,H, DEFRIEZ Radio Officer Detached 4-44
Comdr, ¥, M, DICKEY Air Officer Exec, Officer Same Detached 2=45
(after 7=44)
C .Rd.Elec. M, C. Radio Officer Same Same Same
ECKFORD

Lt.Cdr. P. J. EPPINGER Eng. Officer Same Detached 12-44
Lt.(jg), J. PARRELL Jr.M Div. Off. Sane M Div. Off. Detached 5-45
Lt.(jg), J. M. FRENCH (Tr.ns.from VC-4) Land, Sig., Off. Same Detached 9-45
Lt.l:jg], L., FRIAGLIA 4 Div. Officer Same 3 Same Same Same
Lt, C.D, FRIX : Lest, Air Off.

Detached 4=45
Capt. F. FUNKE, Jr. Commanding Off. Same ‘

(after 5-45)
Lt. 0, E. GILES Asst, idr Off, V-2 Div. Off,
Lt. R, GRINT, Jr. Dental Officer Same
Lt, L. M. HMMR Jr. Medical Officer Same
Lt, H. A. HaNSEN Jr, Hedieal Offs Detiched Twls
Lt. J, K. HiRRISON F.D.0. Last, Same Same Fighter Dir. Off. Detached 9-45
Lt.(jg), H. M. HLYES 3rd. Div, Off. Same Same Detached 5-45
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NAME DEC, 43 = WiR

-II-L_PR- M = LUG, 44

SEPT. 44 = JiN

Lt. J. ¥. HOCK, Jr., B Div. Officer
Comdr. D. C. HIGGINS

M Div, Officer

Asst. Eng, Officer Detached G=45

FEB.

PRESENT ASSIGNMENT

Executive Officer

Lt.Cdr, K. H, HOLCOMB Lsst, iir Off,  .ir Officer Shre . Detached 9=45
(after 7=44)
Ens., E.M. HOLMES Radar UatehDff, Detached 6-=44
Lt, (jg), G. S. HUSBY Disb. Officer Same Same Detached 3-45
Lt.Cdr, C. D. HUSTON ir Officer
Lt.(jg), V. L. INGERSOLL Elect. Off, Same Same Same Same .
Lt, H. F. JOHN Eng. Offic Seme
(after 7=45
Lt.(je), R. F. JOHNSON /rres. Gear Off. Same Same Detached 2-45
Lt.(jg), 3. 0. Catapult Off, Same Same Detached 8=45
KSRSTEDM, Jr.
I%. Vi. D, KILPATRICK Rader Maintenance Same Same Same Same
Lt, L. S, KENNEDY Dental Officer Detached 1=45
Lt, A. W, KIVETT Adr Information Off. Same Same Detached 3=45
Enﬂ. R-. a.-;. me;m JI‘. M Di‘!f. Offl H Di"i". fo-
Ens. R. LANSDON, Jr, Personnel Off,
Ens, R. L. L.YBURN Radar Maintenance Same .
Lt., H. G. LiW lLsst, Gunnery Off. Detached 8-44
Lt.(jg), S. F. LONGO Signal Officer Same Comm. Watch Off,  Detached 7-45
Lt.(jg), R. M. LOOMIS Comm. Watch Off. Detached 9-45
Lt., C. H. M(HLSTEDT 1st. Div. Off, Same Gunery Off. First Lieut.

B=3 (after 11=44)
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: DEC. 43 - MR, 44 4PR. 44 - AUG, 44 SEPT, 44 - JiN.

Lt.(jg), G. S. Comm. Watch Officer
MC CIL.CKEN

Ens. M. C. MELTZER
Lt. E.N. McCONNELL Radar Watch Off. Same Redar Yateh Off.
Bosn. C. M. MESKE Ship's Bosn. Same Same
Ens., T. W. MITCHELL
Ens. J. ¥. BIZENKO Jr. B Div, Off,
Lt, H. R. MORG.N Dental Officer
Lt.Cdr. &. D. MURRLY Medical Off. Sane Detached 1=45
Lt, J. D. NELSON, Jr. (Yrans,From VC-4) .via. Ord. Off, Same
Lt. R. L. NICHOLS V-2 Div, Off. Same uir Plet Off,
8.0k, H.B. OLNHLUSEN Ship's Secretary Detached 3=44
Lt. R. J. PETERS Jr. B. Div. Off. B Div. Off. Same
s.c]-kl G; JI PEIJ[E:]L
Mach. P, PETERSON Jr. ¥ Div, Off. Detached 1-45

Ens. V. B. PETTIGREV
Lt. R. E. FINE
Ens. J. G. PRCHLIE

Lt.(jg), H. B. OLIVER Jr. 2nd Div. Off,

Lt.(jg), E. V. REED Radar GatehOff.
Comdr. R. H. RIGGS, Dr.
S. Clk, D, E, RIGGS
Lt.(jg), R. L. RISLEY isst. to Supply
Officer
Ens. "J®, "0,
RODGERS

lend. Sig. Off.

Sane

Same

Ship's Clerk
Same

Detached 1=45
Lest. [iir OFF.

Jr.
2nd. Div,. Off.

Detached 1-45

Same
Commissary Off.

FEB = UG
Same

Disb. Officer
Detached 1-45
Same

Recognition Off.
Same

Detached 5-45

Same
Detached 5-45

Came
Ship's Secretary

2nd. Div. Off,

Same

Vedienl Officer
Detached 5=45
Same

Jr.3rd . Div.0ff.

IT 5251
K Div, Officer

Same
Detached T-45
1st. Div, Off.

B Div. Off,

IT

Detached 9-45

iasst. Eng. Off.
Detached 9=45

Flisht Deck Off .

Same

Detached 9=45

Same
Same

2nd Div. Off,.




M

It. ¥. C. ROOP

Lt. J. B. ROPER

Lt.{jg), L. . SCOTT

Lt, ¥. J. SLATER

Lt.Cdr. R. B. SMITH
Jr.

Lt.{jg), H. SOKOLOV

Ens. T. Q. SPITZER

Lt. R. M, STU.RT

Co Eloet. F. L.
STOREY

Capt. D. J. SULLIV.N

Ltﬁdl‘- co GI

SUMMERS, III
Mach, 4. 4. THOMPSON

Elect. V. TUCL.RONE
Lt.Cdr. R. E. TURNER

hsst, Supply Off.
Fightor Dir. Off,
Navigator

Lt.{jg), S. i. SMITH, Lsst. Gunnery Off.

hviation Maint,

Lerological Off.

Jr. Elect. Off.

Supply Officer

DEC, 43 - MiR, 44  A4PR.
Gunnery Off. Same
Lt.(jg), R. E. RYiN Radar UetchOff, Same
Mack. F. V. S.MPIE Jr.h Div.Off. Same
Lt.{jg), R. J. SCLNLON Comm. Fatch Off. Same
Lt.{jg), 0. H. SCHMITT "2nd"Div.Off. V-1 Div. Off.

Fliocht Dk. Off.
Same

Same
Same
Detached 7=44

Same

Same
Same

Commanding Off.
(after 7-44)

B-5
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Dotcched 11-4£

C.I.C. Watch Off,

Same

Samc

Dotached 1-45
Detached 12-44
Dotached 12-44

Same

Same

Detached 12-44

Same

Same

Same

Rero Off.

Detached 7=4i5
Same

Detached 5-45

Detached 7=45

Detached 7=45

Detached 5=45
Detached 5=45
Detached 9=45
Gasgoline Off.
Jr. Elect. Off.

Detached 5-45

Eistorical Off.

Same

Comm. Tateh Off,

Same

Same
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Lt.iljgi, E. H. VEATCH Asst, Comm. Off. Same Samne Comm, Officer Dotached 7=45
(aftor 5-45)
Lt, L. 0. VERG.RL Conm, Vateh Off,  Signal Off, K Div. Off, Comm. Officer Dotached 9-45
1 (after 7-45)
Ens. J. G. WiLLICE 3rd Div, Off, lisst, Gunnery Off.
Capt, O, 4, VELLER  Commanding Off, Detached T-44
C. Pharm. J. C. WEST Hosp. Corpe. Pors. Same Detachod 3-45
Officer .
Lt. C. T. ¥EST V-2 Div, Off. Navigator
Lt.(jg), R. B. VITT, Jr. Aidir Plot Off, Detached 7-44
Lt.(jg), E. i. WINKOOP 4iid to Excc. Ship's Secrotary
¢. Carp. J. R. YOUNG Ship's Carp. Same Same Dotached %$-45
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Lt.,Cdr, R, C, EVINS USN
Lieut, E. R, FICKENSCHER USN
Lieut, T'. E, FLATEBCE USIR
Lieut, J. R, MLYHER USNR

Lieut, F. E, KIRZ USHR
Lieut, F. C. SRSEN USMR
Lieut, H. C., PLIMER USHR
Lieut, ", 4. MUDGEIT USIR
Lieut, L, M. FERKO [BIR
Lieut. J. H, BEAR USMR
Lieut, J, i. HUSER USNR
Lieut, E, STRLUGHN USMR
Lieut, C. H. McIEWN UEMR

Lieut. C. D. McGAHL USHR
Lt.(jg). D. E, DIRICK USMR
Lt.(jg). 7. P. OVENS USMR
Lt.(jg). F. J. MLLOFEY USNR
Lt.(jg). 8. N. BALES USNR
Lt,(jg). R. J. 00D USNR
Lt.(jg). J. D. OSBORNE USNR
Lt.(jg). F. F, ROX USMNR
Lt.(jg). C. M. SHIELDS USMR
Lt.(jg). F. M. ATKINSON USIR

Lt.(je). 4. B. VILEY, Jr. USMR

Ensign H, H, CARSON USMR
Ensign J. B, HERN USRR
Ensign L. R, POOL USIR

LPPENDIX B (cont'd): ROSTER OF PILOTS OF COMPOSITE SQUADRON FOUR

Personnel Officer)
Alr Combat Infermation Officer)

Ensign E. M. BILLINGHURET UcSNR

Ensign H. E. BYRD USHR
Ensign J. R, DENNIS USMR
Ensign P. BUICHER USHR
Ensign U, F, P.TTERSON USNR
Ensign T, G, SCHAUFLER USN
Ensign C. F. REMS, Jr. USHR
Ensign R. F. STIMATIS USMR




APPEIDIX C - PEOTOGIAPHS
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-2

c-3

c-4

Orb .

c-9

c-10

Fhotogranhic Toble of Contents

The W.ITE FLAINS as she shifts berths in SAN DIEGO Bay.

Captnin CAIST from the Naval Station in Aetorlia, Oregen turns the
WHITS FLAINS over to Captain WELLER at commissioning ceremonics
November 15, 1943, Standing in the rear left to right are Capt.
VILLZR, Lt.(j¢) WIDOLFF, Chaplein and Comdr, AHAOON, Dxocutive
Officor.

The "WeITS FLAINS" 1s given its first assignment: transporting mon
and natoerial to Tarawa, wiich had been securod recently. This
cruisc has been referred to by tho crew ae the longest shake-down
in CVZ history.

On the WEITS PLAINS firet day of aeir operations, January 16, 1944,
thore woro thirty four (34) landings including this one. Crow "turns
to" after plane makes off-conter landing on deck.

Aftor coupletion of the mission to Tarawa the officers and mon
relax to honor a vielt from "King Neptune" and lis court., TForual
carcuonies and the initiations of the "Polly-wogs" becoming "Sholl-
backs" wore hold on this occasion,

Japancso carge transmort undergoing aerial assault in Apro Farbor,
Rota. Flanes of squadron VC-U4 based on board the WiITS PLAINS
made this 11 on June 24, 1944,

Captnin SULLIVAW assumes command from Captain WELLER in Eniwetok,
Marshall Is., on July 16, 1944. Lt., KIVETT is presenting V-3 Divisi on

to Capts. WELLER and SULLIVAN for inspection.

Japanose "Zeke" attomnts sulclde dive on WEITS PLAINS about one and
onc half houwe after the Japonosc Tosk Forcc has ccasod shelling

and rotired, during the Battle off Samar on Oetober 25, 1944, At
tide tine the ship's mission was tho supmort of ground opcrations on
Leyte.

Jopanceo "Zoke" scatters frogmente aftor failling to hit the carrier
and cxploding betwoen flight deck and water about twenty (20) foet
off the nort side.

Cantain FUNKE, the prosent Commanding Officer of WHITE PLAINS,
assunce comnmand from Captain SULLIVAN in Fearl Harbor on May 20,
1945, Captain FUNKE is at oxtromo left, Captain SULLIVAN at micro-
phonc, and Comdr. DICEEY in charge of tho formation of officeors.
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C-11 'WHEITS PLAIFS' ngnin carrics materizl to war fronts but this tine
the corge is preserved ailrcroft,

C-12 Ono of sixty-four Coreairs taxiing to the catenult as Marine Fightor
Pilots of VMF 322 and VWMF 323 leave the WEITE PLAINS for shoro-based

duty on Oldnawa, April 9, 1945,

€-13 After the wer ends, the WEITD PLAIVS assuncs the "Magie Carpot® duty,
returning veterans to the States.
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APFEFDIX D - List of Squadrons Attachod

VC-68 (including maintenance crow) '
Reported aboard for tomporary duty at NAS, Alameda, March 4, 19lk,
Pilote and aireraft left the ship March 16 after qualification training.
The neintcenance crew romained aboard for thoe two subsoquont qualification
cnﬂsaﬁi and worce detached to tho U,S,5., FANSHAW BAY(CVE-70) on March
27, 1944,

ve-11 Renortod aboard for temporary duty March 17, 1944, at NAS, San
Dicgo. Deotached after qualification training on March 22, 19Uk,

VB-20 Reported aboard for temporary duty March 23, 1944, at NAS San
Diogo. Dotached after qualification training on March 27, 19Uk,

V0-4 (including maintenance ecrew)

Reported aboard for pormanent duty April 23, 1944, with 12 FM-2
and & TBF ocircraft, et NAS, San Diogo, Callf, Complement of alreroft
inercased in July 1944 to 16 FM-2 and 12 TBM; additional aireraft wero
taken aboard at Eniwetok. DBeforecpcrational perlied, the entire main-
tonance crew, and the Landing Signal and Aviation Ordnance officers
were transforrod to ship's company. All of the squadron's aircraft
excopting & FM-2 were turned in to ComAirPac¢ Pool at Manus on November
4, 1944, Thoso remaining werec turned in on the island of Oahu on
November 18, 1944, The squadron was dotachod November 27, 1544 at NAS,
8an Diogo, Onlif. as a M"streamlined" squadron.

AFFENDIX B - Epeny Adrernft Dostroyoed by Ad

June 17, 1944 - One "Betty"

October 25, 1944 - One "Zeko"




AFPENDIX F - Exeecutive Officer'e Memo concerning Arr ents for Commissioni
U.S.5. VEITE PLAINS (CVE-66)

Subject: Special Arrangements for Commissioning of the U.5.5, WHITE
- PLAINS,
1, The following information and instructions in connection with

the commissioning of the U.S5.S5. WHITE FLAINS are issuod to supvlement the
directives enclosed as enclosure (A). All efficers will take sppropriate
action to see that any procedure and mll Auties for which they are responsi-
ble are smartly executed, The Executive Officer will coordinate all acti-
vities, he shall be kept fully informed as to the progrese of all arrange-
nents.

24 EVLISTED MEN,

The crew will leave the Tongue Point Alr Station in dress
blue able, (with ribbons) probably by bus in time to arrive at the U,S.S.
White Plains one hour prior to commissioning. Division Officers will muster
and inenect their men prior to embarkation on the busses and will accompany
their men to the ehip. Lieutenant Pecker will be in charge of the evolutinn,
Upon arrival at the ship all men will immediately proceed to the flight deck
(or in event of foul weather to the hangar deck) and form in accordance with
the enclosed disgram,

(b) Men 4in ranks will stand at attention but shall not, reveat,
not selute =t colors,

(e) When the Foatswain pipes the watch, with the assistance of
his mates, on order of the Executive Offiger, all men who are in the first
dection starboard watch will fall out and préceed bn the ﬂnuh}a to man their
statione, Other officers and men stand fast until retreat is sounded, (Note:
in event it becomes advisable to informally post part of the watch orior to
commigsioning, divieion offikers will receive word from the Executive Officer
and the firdt section starboard watch will not be held at quarters,) Other
officers end men stand fest until retreat is dounded,

(@) Special Airectives will be iseued in regards to transporta-
tion of baggage from Tongue Foint to the ship. A wateh shall be posted in the
Iarracks to prevent loss of baggage,

(e) Sneeial details such as stewards, steward mates, ship cooks,
etc. whose dutles require them to be on station prior to the commissioning of
the ship will remain on station Auring the commissioning ceremony and shall
not put in an appearance above the main deck,

3. OFFICEES:

The uniform for officers will be Service Dress Able with grey
gloves (and ridbbons), Unlems specifically assigned other duties, all officers
upon completion of all preparations will fall in as shown in entlosure 4, 20
minutes prior to the ceremony., BSpeeifie Auties assigned to various officers
ere listed below.

(m) DIVISION OFFICERS.Complete their port watch bills and have
nen assigned and fully instructed prior to commissioning., Carry out require-
ments of paragraph 2 above,

(b) NAVIGATOR,Review and coordinate all watch bills, prepare
first entry for log, instruct and rehearse bugler and gquartermasters in their
duties during the ceremony (Jjack, commission pennant, ensign), take first
watch as 0.0.D when practicable, After commissioning replace commission pen-
nant and have ori nel mounted in glase case for Captain,

%ﬁ Prepare invocation for ceremony. Report to Com-
sanications ﬂrricer etail, and obtain necessary instructions.

- Pl -




APPERDIX F - (cont'd)
(4) WAZDIOOM MESS TEGASURER (Licutonent Cosper). Make all

arrangenents to sorve refroshments to guosts in wardroor after ceremeny.

(o) GUMLMERY OFFICER. Anpoint four officer assistants and make
arrangenents for meeting and escorting guests. Sce Commander Board for
special instructions.

(f) COMMUNICATIONS OFFICEZ. Scnd out invitations to the com-
miseioning coromony as soon as definito tire and dato is set, (Probably 1000
15 November 1943)

(g) SUPPLY OFFICER. Make premarations to subsiet personnel on
board as soon aftor commissioning as practicablo.

(1) ENGINEERING OFFICER. Cooporate with OVE Pro-Commissioning
Engineering Officor. Mako last minuto chocks of nower for clovators, public
address system and genoral announecing system,

(1) AIQ OFFICER. Cooperate with CVD Pro-Commissioning Air
Officer. Instruct photographers. Station clovator operators.

(J) FIRST LIBUTENANT., Advise moss treasurer in rogards to ward-
room recoption. Cooperate with First Lioutenant, CVE Pre-Comcissioning
Detail on nrrangoments of chairs, etc. Assist Sxocutive Officer. FPromaro
for FIGZ DAILLS to be held after commissioning. Issue instruetions for fire
watchea,

(k) BOATSWAIN. Exercisc and drill all boatswain mates in pipi
end sotting the first watch.

L, One or more firc drills will beo held a short time aftor the
commissioning ceroncny.
Be Subsoquent to commissiong, officers will stand watches in nort,
as follows, untll further notice:
SLARB0NED DTy oowumer R
Lt. Comdr. Abele Lt. Condr. Plckey
OFFICER OF THE DECK
Iicut. Tloper Iiout. (jg) Mahlstedt
Ensizn Davis Liout, holecomb
Ensign Longo Lieut. {jg) Schnmitt
Ensis Enyes Licut., Law
JUNIOR OFFICER OF THE DECK
Lizut. Becker Lieut. Cosper
Lieut. (jg) Bean Lieut. (jg) Veatch
Ensign Smith Eneign Dennis
Znsign Lowe Enslgn Olliver
Ensizn Bovie Lieut. (jg) Curry

Lieut. (jg) Nichols
TION WATCE CER - 15
Licut. Arvin Liocut. (j&) Veatch

6. Ingineering wotch 1ist shall be submitted te the Cormmanding
Officer by tic Ingineering Officer for approval.

Bxotact¥%¥r1cer,
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AFPENDIX G - Commanding Officer's Memo, issued after Tinian operation,

U.S.5. WHITE PLAINS (CVE-66)

9 August 1945,
MEMORANDUM FOR: ALL HANDS,

1, The ship hae just completed a protracted perlod of inteneive
operatione with a very creditable record of accomplishments, 4ll hands
can justly feel proud of the work of the WHITE PLAINS during this period
and this was accomplished only by the willing cooperation of all, Our
record is as good if not better than that of the other ships of Carrier

Division 25 and will compare favorably with that of any other carrier, CV,
CVL or CVE,

2. 4t present we have a little bresthing spell between operatlons,
& chance to get ecaught up on some of the things which must be overlooked
or by-passed during operating periods, We all want the WHITE PLAINS to
be the best CVE in the Pacific., The operations to date place us near the
top, if not there in this department., BPut in some of the other things
there is conslderable room for improvement and much to be done to make
the WHITE PLAINS number one in all things.

3. We will have about three weeks with only a few days of oper-
ations, Most of the stores and emrmunition are on board and except for
torping off no large working parties will be required. We hope to get
8 little rest and be able to send recreation parties ashore for somo
beer and baseball, In other words we want to relax before the next o-
peration, But there is also a great deal of work to be done, The tro-
ples are very hard on steel work; we have mueh ecraping and painting to
do, both inside and outside the ship. There are numerous little things -
to be done which were neglected during the operating period, In some
things we are behind the other ships of CarDiv 25, but with the willing
cooperation shown during the recent operations we can come out on top,

4, To all hands: LET'S MAKE THE WEITE PLAINS NUMERER ONE CVE IN
ALL THINGS!

D, J. SULLIVAN,
Commander, U,5, Navy,
Commanding,




AFFENDIX H - Comnanding Officer's Momo.issued before Falau operation.
U.S.5. WIT3 FLAINS (CV2-66)

1 September 1G44.
Memorandum for: ALL EANDS
Subject!: Fresent Operations.
Background

During the past year the United Nations have moved through most of the
outer dofensee of the Jap Euwpire and have takon or neutralized most of his
outlying basocs in the North, Central, Soutl and South West Facific. Thore
are no Jeps, excent dead ones, left 1n the Aloutians, and fron banses there

. we are eblc to bomb the Kuril Islands, the most northorly part of the Jap-
ancéo Buniro, So far theso alr raids ‘mva becn 1ittle more than nuisance
raids, tut tley kecp the Jap gucsesing and our bases in the Aleutians can bo
the Juming off point for an amphibious atteck on the Kuriles.

In the Central Facific we now control tho Gilberts, Marshall and
Marianns Islands. Tho Japs still hold some islands in these zrouns but they
arc effectively ncutrnlised and are of little use to the Japs. From the
bases established in this arca we are able to deny the Jan the full uee of
all bescs in the Caroline Islands from Kusale on the east to Palau on tho
west, including tho once groat base of Truk. PFrom the Marianas we arc able
to keep theo Voleano Ielands falrly woll neutralised, thus cutting tho direct
sunpnly linc from the Brmire to the Carolines,

In the South Pacifie the Japs Lave boen driven out of the southern
Solomon Islands and altho tliore are still some live Jans left on Choisoul
and Bougninville, thoy are not very effective. The establishment of alr
bases on Greon Island south of New Iroland and on Brirau to the north of
New Honovor has effectivoly cut off Eaviong, onee an immortant Jap baso.

In the South West Pacific, bases on south Now BEritain and on Manus in
tho Admirnlty Islands have noutraliszed the important Jap base at Rabaul.

We have moved up Now Guinea and now commlotoly control it excent for certain
areas where large numbers of Japs are trapped. Tho Jans now have sovercl
operational alrfields in New Guinca, Now Eritain and New Ireland but thore
have been no combat alrcraft east of Biek for some time,

E rce ant Qnarat;an .

The present oporation is designod to ecut tho last Jap sunnly route to
the Central and South West Paclfic and to glve us bases for further advance
to the westward, This operation is divided into four parts. Forces from :
the Boutl: Woet Pecific augmented by forces from tho Central Pacific will
make landings on Moretal Island north of Zalmahera which will neutralize
the latter island, cut the direct soa route from Japan to the Bast Indies
and givo us a baso close to the Philipnines. Tho force of wiich wo are a
part will make landings in the Palau group and aftor these are completo will
move north and cast to take Yap and Ulithi. This will cut the last Jap
supmly route to tho Contral Carolines, and Truk will no longer bo of much
use to tio Jans. In faet this oporation will bo tho ond of the Jap outlying
bascs, Prior to and during these operations the fast carrior groupe will

e
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APPENDIX E (Continued),

be operating to the westward te neutralize Jap air basos in the southern
Philipnines and to be in a position to intorcont any large Jap naval forcos
that may try to movoe oastward from tho Philinpines. Land based bonbors
will also cover all Jap bascs within range.

Eossible Jap Ronetion.

The Japs on Falau arc expected to put up thoir usual fanatic defcnse,
but without adequate alr support they cannot 1l-st long against the forcos
that will bo oprosed to thom., The Marines are slated to take Paloliu and
Ngoeebus and tho Army will take Angaur Island. The largest island of tho
group and the one having the most Japs, Babelthuap, will not be takon at
this tino,

We can cxnoet the Jap submarines to take an active part in this
operation. In tho past the Jap subs have boon usod for scarch, evacuation
and supply. Tho Jap 18 beginning to roalize that this is not a profitable
orploymont for his subs and thore are indications that ho is ready to aban-
don mll bases which have boen cut off. If ho pulls them all in and uses
them offensively, the Japs have enough to mako it very intorosting for us.
The CVEBs arc very wulnerable to torpodo attack, All hands rust be on the
alert and we must watch the lights during darken ship., It is not likely
that the Japs will risk any major part of their fleot. But you never can
tell about the Jap and if he thinks ho has a chance he may do somo surpris-
ing things. However, thero are reports of Motor Torpbdo Boats in tho Frlau's
also barres with torpedo tubes mountod on thon. Again the most orobablo
attack will be with torpedoes.

Palau is within ran;c of a numbor of Jap airfields. Many of them will
bo entircly or nartly neutralizod, but thorc are too many in the Pillinpines
‘to kocp them all neutralized for long. We can expoet attacks froum Bast or
Weat, with tho most likely times at evening twilight, with attacks slso
neseiblo at night or carly morning. So we ares zolng to be in a toush spot
most of the tine. HNecn on your toes, keon your oycs onmen and hepe that
the Jans run out of nlancs early in the gane.

D, J. SULLLVAN,
Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Cocmanding.

- g -




AFFENDIX I « Commanding Officer's Menme, 1ssued bdefore Leyte operation,
U.5.5. WEITE PLAINS (CVE-66)

27 September 1944,
HEMORANDUM
For: All Heads of Demartments.

Subject: Loading and Stability of Ship,

Reference: (a) PuShipe Conf, ltr, C-CVE55-10U4/529(1456) of 2 March 19Uk,
(copy attached).

1, Upon departure from Ulithi Atoll we had on board our normal
load of fuel oil but were shy a considerable amount of provisions and con-
sumeble supplies. Despite this our draft was 20 feet and 1% inches which
is In excess of our normal load draft of 20 feet. With a normal fuel load
and full supply of stores the mean draft of this ship will exceed the limit
allowed by reference (a) by about 3 inches, The full load draft of 20 ft,
should not be excecded except when carrylng emergency fuel,

2. Today the moving of one TOM on the flight deck camsed a change
in liet of one degree, indicating an unsatisfactory stability conditien,
In other words although we are at sbout full load condition the stebility
is not satisfactory end can only be accounted for by excces top-side welghts,

% For the past few months we have operated in good weoather with
smooth sea conditions., Our next operations will carry us into aress where
extremely rough weather may be encountered and where the distances invol-

ved will make it necessary to carry emergency fuel load whenever we can get
it, '

L, Attention is directed to reference (a) » copy of which is at-
tached, Another FuShips letter stmates that these ships must be regarded
as ships without nmargine of strength, weight, or stability. Many autho-
rized increasses of equipment have been made and many unauthorized changes
in weightes have been made, From the draft and listing charscteristics
this ship 1a overloaded and top heawy.

B Due to the extended operntions we must carry the maximum a-
mount of supplles, However, useless gear mnd supplies must be reduced in
order to bring our total loading within the allowed limits, All possible
weights on the hanger deck and sbove must be stowed lower down in the ship,
This may result in some inconvenience and mixing of deprriment spare parts
but -tl-t rmist be ﬂﬂnﬂ-

6. Feads of Denartment will make an immedinte survey of all ma~
terial which can be beached or moved to = lower stowage below the hangar
deck, FPoeitive metion must be teken to improve welght and stabllity.

T Frior to departure from Manus I will meke a thorough inspec-
tion of all spaces on the hangar deck and above, I expect to find all ex-
cese and unnecessary gear removed from these spaces.

D, J, SULLIVaN,




APPENDIX J - Messages concerning Iattle off Samar,

242235 of Ootober 19LL,

From: CTU 77.4.3
Action: Com7thFlt.

UNDER ATTACK X 0722 IN LAT 11 X LONG 126-29 X
ENEMY COMPOSED OF 4 BF 8 Ca AND MaNY DESTROYERS X
SPLIT IN 2 FORCES ONE FEAFING 286 DEGREES 11 MILES
SECOND IEARING 307 TRUE 15 MILES XX

This was the sccond revort on the contnet from the
TU commander.

260750 of October 19ul,
From: CinCPaoc.
CincFom Communique Wo, 166, released October 26, 1944,

On October 24, 1944 (W.Long. date) the enemy carrier task forece which
had been sighted in the Fhilippine Sea on the previous sfterncon approach-
ing from Jepancose hone waters was attacked by m concentration of aircraft,
surface ships and submarines of the Paoifie Fleot during the dey and the
following night, Despite their supmort by enemy aireraft from Luszon, the
following dsmege wae inflicted with no damage to our ships involved in thie
action,

Large carrier exploded and sunk;

"Large carrier was severely damaged by bombs and is bo-
lieved to have sunk;

Light carrier wane definitely sunk;

I'attleships wore probably sunk;

Light Crulsers were definitelyr sunk;

Eattleships, 3 crulsers, and a mumber of destroyers
withdrew to the northward in a demaged condition

o

n o =

On 24 October a carrier task group of the Third Fleet mssisted unite
of the Seventh Fleet in striking a force nf enemy battleships, cruisers
and destroyere which had sortied through Sen TNernardino Strait and was at-
tacking cscort carriers of the Seventh Flect off the Leyte Gulf, Frag-
mentary reporte aveilable indicated that in co—operation with the airereft
from the escort cerriers the following dammge was inflicted on this eneny
force:

1 Heavy crulser was seen to sink;

4 Nettleships were heavily damaged by bombs and loft the
scene at low epeed trailing oil;

1 Destroyer was left dead in the water.

— Jg =1




APPENDIX J (Continued).

About midnight 24 - 25 October this enemy force withdrew through
the Sen Fernerdino Strait in a badly Aanaged con?ition, During the night
surface shipes of the Pacific Fleet sank a cruiser nf this enemy force.
Facific Fleet carrier mireraft were continuing to attack this force du-
ring its retirement through the Sibuyan Sea.

Second parsgraph in the above communique refere to the engagement
involving the WHITE PLaINS,

.
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APPENDIX K - Commendatory Dismatches n~ftor Battle.
Tro. Task Unit Comnandor:

"T0 ADMIZAL CFFSTIZ, OFFICERS AND MIN OF THIS UNIT X I
WISE TO ZXPSSS MY SIWCERD ADMIZATION AND CONGEATULATIONS
TO ALL HANDS FO3 THE SPLINDID MAN.ZR IN WHICE ALL EANDS
PIOFCAMED UNICR OVIRWHIIMING ODDS X NIVES IN EISTOQY HAS
A NAVAL UNIT BIDN SUBJECTED TO SUCE CONTINUOUS BOMBASRD-
MONT AND ACHIZVID HABSULTS WD ACEISVID X THIS SMALL UNIT
TOGETFIR WITK PLANZS FROM TAFFY 1 AND 2 TURNED BACE THD
MAJOR PART OF THS JAPANIS: FLEUT X YOU MaY ALL 33 PR0UD OF
YOURSELVZS X YOU WILL EC PROUD TO KNOW THAT 800 SURVIVORS
OF TEE MIDWAY HAVD BIZIN RESCUND AND I HAVD FTASONS 10 BE-
LIZVE THAT MANY FLOM THD GAMPIER BAY AND ESCORTS AZE ERING
SAVED., X THE SCOZE ISN'T IN YET BUT IT LOOKS LIKE THE
YELLOW NAVY EAS BEDN PARED DOWN MORE T0 THIS UNIT'S SIZE
X AGAIN MY TEANES AND BEST WISHIS FOR CONTINUED SUCC3SSES X

G- ake r- wm

From Cormander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Floet.

WMILOOME T0 PEARL X YOUR SUCCESSFUL FIGHT AGAINST GREAT
ODDS WILL LIVE AS ONZ OF THB MOST STIZAING TALZS OF NAVAL
HISTORY X THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY AND TEOSE OF US IN
THE NAVAL SERVICE ARE GRATEFUL AND F30UD OF YOUR OUTSTAND-
ING PEAPORMANCE ACAINST THD BEST THD ZNUMY COULD OFFER X
AS LONG AS OUR COUNTRY HAS MEN WITE YOUR *2ART, OOURAGE,
SKILL AND STRENGTE S:E NEZD NOT FRAR FOR EER FUTURE X 0
BACE AND ZVERY OME A WELL DONB X NINITZ XXXXXX

19 Novembor 1944. 190034 1330

From Comnrnder Alr Forece, Facifiec Flect.

"IPOF COMFLITIO. OF YOUR TOUZ OF COMBAT DUTY COMAIAPAC
TAIGS PAIIE IN EXTINDING COFGRATULATIONS OF BEEALF OF
AIZ FORCE PACIFIC FLEIT X YOUR PIOPLS AFD NAVY WILL E2-
MEIEES YOUR GALLANT AND VICTOIOUS FIGET AGAINST GHEAT
ODDS X W2 SORZOW FOX THOSST WrD WILL NOT IOTURN 3UT GLORY
IN T3IR ACKITVMONTS X T PILFO. ILECE OF ALL HANDS WAS
BEYOND WOZDS OF r2AISE X YOU i3T T°2 BEST T:D ZHEMY EAD
AFD JTFULSED HIM XX WELL DONE XXX¥

17 Hu.vnmh&r 1944 132210




