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The delivery of the U.5.5. SICILY, CVE-118, marks the
close of the war construction program of the Villamette Iron and
oteel Corporation., Starting late in 1940 our first work included
the conversion of the U.5.5. HEYWOOD, the U,5.8. NEVILIE and the
UsS.5. JACKSON, Thesge three transpnrts saw duty during the war in
every battle area from Africa to Iceland, from Normandy to Japan,
Barly in 1941 we started construction of the U.5.5. CATSKILL and
the U.5.5. OZARK, LSV-1 and 2, With the declaration of war, our
facilities and personnel were rapidly expanded and all of our
efforts for the next four years were directed exclusively to war
production.

During this period we delivered a total of 72 combat and
auxiliary naval vessels of a total tnnnage of approximately 283,000
tons, rhprE%enTﬁnr 12 different types, Ve also delivered to the
United States Maritime Commission 222 2500-H.P, reciprocating
engines for Liberty Ships, and to Lend-Lease for the Soviet more
than 1,000 lncammtives. Our employment reached a peak of over
16,000 persons with a monthly payroll in excess of %3,000,000.00,

We are proud of our war record. The exacting standards
demanded by the Navy were fully met, We were one of the first 17
shipbuilding companies in the United States to be awarded the
Navy "E" for outstanding accomplishment in production, This record
would not have been possible without the wholehearted cooperation
and loyally of our employeses, our sub=-contractors, and our material
suppliers, A large measure of credit is also due the Guy F.
Atkinson Company, our partner in shipbuilding and ship repairs.

Its organization has contributed to our success in a very large
degree, To them and all others who so ably assisted us during
these war years we extend our most sincere thanks,

(YLA_,Q;L{ A o' bf&ﬁ

Austin F, Flegel Jr.
President




WILLAMBTTE IRON AND STEEL CCRPORATION
Portland, Oregon

Combined
Builder's and Preliminary Aceceptance Trial

UsS,3. SICILY - CVE-118

Chronclogical History

Arrived at Willamette Iron & Ste=l Corporatiocon 21 April 1945

Start of Completion Peried 23 April 1945

Dock Trial, After Engine and Fire Rooms 7 January 1946
Dock Trial, Forward Engine and Fire Rooms 28 Jamuary 1946
Builder's and Preliminary Acceptance Trial 15-20 February 1946
Delivery and Commissioning, Scheduled 27 February 1946

Historical Notes

The U.5.8. SICIIY is the third of it's class to be completed
and delivered by the Willamette Iron and Stesl Corporation.

The wvessel's hull was built at the Tacoma Yard of the Todd-
Pacific Shipyards, Inc., and was launched on 14 April 1945. The
sponsor was lMrs, Julius Vanderwiels, the niece of the Hon, E, V.
Robertson, United States Senator from the State of Wyoming., Immed-
lately after launching, the bare hull was towed to this yard where
the structure above the main deck has been completed, all machinery,
ordnance and equipment installed, and the vessel completed for
delivery.,

The vessels of this class have all been named after campalpns
or battles of World War II. The Bureau of Naval Personnel, Washington,
D. GC. has furnishsd the following information regarding the Sicilian
Campaigns: '

"Naval foreces played an important part in the capture of
Sicily, transporting the troeps te the beachheads, repelling Axis
counterattacks with cpportuns gun fire and bombarding shore positions
as tha Americans advsanced,

"Initial landings were made on 10 July 1943 at Scoglitti, Gela,
and Licatz.

"At Scoglitti the landing was preceded by bombardment of shors
batteries and bsach positions by Navy ships, ' Comparatively littles
opposition was encountared as the Italian troops abandoned their posi-
tions at the first attack,

"At Gela our forces met stiff resistance and suffersd heavy
casualties until the shors batteries were silenced by gun fire frem
the light cruisers SAVANNAH and BOISE,




"At Licata there was comparatively heawy opposition but
. all beaches were captursd by early afterncon. The destroyer MADDCOX
and the minesweeper SENTINAL were sunk by ariel bombs,

"After the Licatz landing had been made, the U, S, forces
were attacked intensely by the snemy air force from 10 tm 13 July.,
Also during those three days the enemy launched a counterattack with
tanks., Effective and timely naval gun fire from cruissrs and
destroyers that had moved close to shore successfully repulssd the
tank attack,

"Porto Empedoda and Agrigento wers bombarded by cruissrs and
destroyers on 12-14 July, this bombardment bsing one of the factors
that contributed to their capture on 17 July.

"At Palmero Harbor on 31 July, fresh troops in transports
were attacked by German planes, but were sffectively protected by
our destroyers, '

"Between 28 July and the znd of the Sicilian campaign on
17 August, Haval units supperted the land forces as they moved along
the north coast toward Messina. MNaval gun fire destroyed shors
batteries, roads, bridges, and other objectiwves",

In honor of the conquest of this Important stepping stone on
the road o Germany and in tribute to those who participated, this
ship has been named U.S.5. SICILY,




TILLAMETTE IRON AND STEEL CORPORATION
Portland, Oregon

The U.S.5. SICILY has been complated and will be commissionsd
under ths direction of the Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Bureau of
Ships, Navy Department, Portland District:

Supervisor of Shipbuilding

0.1.C., New Construction and Inspection
0.1.Cs Inspecticn

Inspection Officers

Capt, L, D, ®hitgrove, USN
Comdr, A, W, Walker, dr, . ESNR
ILt. J. W. Mckeynolds, USIHR

Lt, G. BE. Anderson, USHN

Lt. J. M. Anderson, USNR

ts Ji G, Muller, USHNR

The Board of Inspection and Survey, Pacific Coast Section,
will be represented by:

Capt, ¥redric T, Vanduken, USH
Capt. Floyd A, Tusler, USN

Capt. Phillip D, Lohmann, USH
Lt. Comdr, William C, Kaiser, US!

The Prospective Commanding Officer of the U.8.S. SIGIIY and
his principal department heads ares:

Captain
Executive Officer

Gapt, B, A, Wright, ‘USH
Comdr, W, A, Sherrill, USN

Air Officer

Medical Officer
Navigator

Supply Officer

First Lieutenant
Engineer Officer
Gunnery Officer
Communications Officer
Chaplain

Comdr, A, Minvielle, USHN

Comdr. K, Pittard, MC, USHN

Lt., Comdr, C, H, Parmales, USN
Lt. Comdr, J, F, Tynan, SC, USN
Lt, E. K, Funk, USN

Lt. M. A,-Grant; USN

Ity J. N, Horrocks, USNR

It. (je) B. W, Shepard, USN

Lt. (jg) B. L. Skiles, ChC, USHR




WILLAVETTE IRCN AND STEEL CORPORATION
Portland, Oregon

Combined Builder! anu Acceptance Trial
5 L S - CVE-118
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PREPARATORY RFEQUIREIENTS -~ DECK DEPARTMENT

Desired draft and trim for sea trial is to be 29 feet aft,

24 feet forward; 5 fset drag, corresponding to dmnroxlmately

20,6820 tons dis ﬂlﬁuenﬁnt Vessel to be ballastad prior to
uart of trials to as near above figures as possible, dependent

wypon river conalitions.

Check and test zll navimation equipment. Test steering gear
when reportaed undsr bridge control by engine room, Port Captain
to provide charts for area off Gm*unh¢a River, parallel rule,
binoculars, and any ether necessary sauipnent,

Radio contact {o be established and call letters assigned.

Check and test I. C. system,” telephones, telegraphs, ste,

Check and set all clocks to Pacifiec Standard Time.

Lat go both anchors to check windlass operation., Heave in both
anchors and leave them fres of hawse pipes and secured ready for

immediate release if necessary.

Check all fire hose, life floats, rafts and jackests, also all
other safety appliances,:

¢900: Three blasts of ship's whistle will be given as a signal
for all hands aboard. Start deck log.

09153+ One blast of ship's whistle will be given as a signal for
all persons other than trial persomnsl to go ashore., Tugs
to be sescured,

0925: Oingle up mooring lines,

7930 : Unship gangplank, Gast off lines, Leave dock,




PREPARATORY REQUIREMENTS - ZNGINE DEPARATYENT

otart warming up engines, turning over slow ahead. Start
engine roonm logs. :
Clean all lube-oil suction and discharge strainers.

Blow tubes in all boilsrs.

Test steering engine. If operation satisfactory, repnrt
steering gasar under bridge control, Check sngine room

clociks with bridge,

Slcw engines dewn to 5 R.P.M. maximum and report engine
rooms ready,

Stand by for bridege si

Vessel under way.



WILLAMETTE IRON AND STEEL CORPORATION
Portland, Oregon

Cembined Builder's and Acceptance Trial

— e S s s s e o

19 February 1946: TR NEEB AR Y
| 0930 - Leave dock; turn vessel around heading downsiream,

1010 - Pass through Railroad Bridgs.
1035 - Opposite lMultnomzh Channel,
1050 - Enter Columbiz River,
1115 - Begin measured mile; record time and speed.
1150 - Opposite 5t. He=lens,
1200 - Opposite Hayss Beach. Lunch, all messes,
1230 - Opposite Kalama,
1300 - Opposite Rainiser,
1310 — Pass under Longview Bridge.

1355 - Opomsite Beaver, Reduce spoed to dead slow when passing
Ammunition Depot.

1435 - Oppesite Wauna,

1500 -~ Opposite Bayview,

1530 - Opposite Harrington Point.
1600 - Opposite Tengue Point,

1615 - Vessel secured at anchor, Secure engine rooms., Start
filling ballast tanks if necessary to secure ssa draft
(see Item 1, Deck Preparatory Reguircoments). Anchor and
security watch to bz ssi., Accommodation ladder to be
lowered and shorc boat to come alengside with U, S, Navy
Board of Inspection and Survey.

1800 - Dinner, VWardroom Mess and Crew's Mess.

2100 - Start warming up engines turning over slow ahsad. Start
cngine room logs., Hangar Deck, frs. 46 to 102, Walkways,
Flight Deck, and Island structure to he restrictad te all
hands except Test Department. Darksn ship test to start.




20

2130
2200

25

2300

2330

2345

2355

Clean all lube-oil suction and discharge strainers,

Blow tubes In all boilers,

Test group to obssrve darken ship condition in shore boat,
Darker ship test complete. Test steering gear and if opzra-
tion satisfactory, report under bridse control. Check and
set gll clocks to Pacific Standard Time,

Bar Pilot to be aboard.

Slow engines down vo 5 R,.FP.M. maximum and report engins rooms
ready, otart heaving in both anchors and sscurs for sea,

Stand by for bridge sipgnals.

February 1946

0000
0035
0115
0130

0l40

0250

(340

0345
0250
0355
0400

0410

Q420

0425

Vessal under way, outbound. Supper, all messas,
Opposite Astoria,

Off North Jatty Bueoy, crossing Columbia River Bar,
Off No. 2 Buay.

Columbia River Lightship, Start full power run a2t 106
Ji. both shafts, Hold stead dy course west.

wjrﬁ

Qf
R,
Turn vessel about 180 degraes. Continue full power run,
holding steady course sast. Increase to flank spead, 110
R.P.,M., and maintain for 30 minutes.

tart steering gear tests, ahsad, hard risht to hard 1loft
to hard rignt to midship., Switch stzering motors and ropsat.

Advise all hands to stand by for crash stop.
Steering test concludsd, OCrash stor astern.

Start full powsr run astern, 77 E.E,M, both shafts.
411 messes open fprlﬂanﬁwlcﬁes and coffee,

Start stesring test astarn at standard powar, 50 R,P.M,,
both shafts, Procedure samz as for steering test ahaad,

Advisc all hangs to stand by for crash stop.

h Etﬂg ahzad. Proeeod ahead until spezd of ship in

as
vater reaches that ﬂG?r4spﬂﬁd1ng to H.P.l., of full power
ead; then bring vessel to dead stop.




Q435
0545
0530
0540

0600

0645
0715
0745
0815
0840
0910

1000
1010
1110
1130
1140
1150
1250
1305
1330
1400

1420

Conduct standard anchor test.

Anchor tests cenﬂiuded. Procead ahead.
Off Columbia River Lightship,

Off Ho. 2 Buoy.

0ff North Jetty Buoy, crossing Columbia River Bar. Start
pumping ballast as necessary, Braaskfast, all messes.

Opposite Astoria. Drop bar pilnst,
Opposite Tongus Point,

Opposite Harrington Paint.
Opposite Bayview.

Opposite |

Opposite Beaver, Raduce speed to dead slow when passing
Amminition Depot.

Pass under Lnngviﬁw Bridge.
Opposite Rainier,

Opposite Kalama,

Lunch, all messes,

Opposite Hayes Beach,
Cpposite St, Helens.

Enter Willamstte River,
Opposite Multnomah Channsl.
Pass through Haiiruad Bridge,
Off berth, Secure tugs.
Alongside dock, Lines ashore and gangplank lowzred.

Finishad with engines. Everything to bz secured.

The above times ars approximate only and are denendent

entirely upon weather, fog, and other causes beyond our control.
Accurate logs are to be maintained on bridegs and in both @ngine

FOOMS




All schedules are to be maintained entirelv at the dis-
cretion of the Pilot in charge, with full regard for the safety
of the vessel and the personnzl aboard.

shaft revolutions corresponding to equivalent operating
speads have been determined as follows:

Ahsad Astzern
- Flank (Maximum power) 110 R.P.M.
Pull (Normal power) 106 R.P.M.
Standard 85 B PR 7P 1 0 L
Two-thirds 6O H P M. 50 B.P. M,
One~third 20 RIP, 30 R, P,




WILLAMETTE TRCN AND STEEL CORPORATION
Portland, Oregon

General Instructions

1. The Willamette Iron and Steel Corporation, the builder, is
fully responsible for the operation of the vessel during trials, and
1s represented by the senior company executive on board during trials,
He will be assisted by the company's Port Captain.

25 Tha navigation of the vessel shall be under the direction of
the authorized River or Sea Pilot.

3. The safety of the vessel and personnel, responsibility for
mooring, berthing, anchoring, watches, bnat drill, ete, shall be
under the direction of the vessel's First Officer and his Assistants,
the Seeond and Third Officers, all of whom shall be licensed men.

4+ The engine and fire rooms shall be under the supervision and
direction of the builder's Chief Operating Engineer,

5. The requirements of the Bureau of Marine Inspection and
Navigation must be observed. In this connection, it is absolutely
egsentlal that everyone on board not on watch appear promptly at
theilr Boat Station for fire drill. Two or more drills will be hsld
prior to going to sea and everyone must be checked into their boeat

station, Please see that you follow this instruction.

_ 6« OCOomplete intercommunication will be maintained at all times.
Radio watches shall be maintained at all times,

1. Policing and fire protection shall be undsr the diresction
of the Guard Captain, IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, he is to follow the
directions of the First Officer. Guard headquarters will be located
in the Clerical Office, Space B-Ol07AL, Fr, 113-117, Hangar Deck, Aft.,
phone 996. An officer shall be on duty 2t all times.

8. The Timekeeping supervisor shall check all bearding personnel,
maintain time recards, and assist the Steward's Department during mess
periods,

9. The Safety Departmsnt shall provide gas-masks, stretchers, and
other nccessary safety equipment. Ship's Dispensary shall be cpen
continuously with a Registered Nurse in charge at all times. The
Dispensary is located on the Hangar Deck, Aft., phone extension 699.

10, All persons are reguired to have a trial trip pass showing
berthing space, nessroom, and boat station.

i

1l. Messing arrangements are:

(a) General Mess (white pass) - Main Deck, amidships,
frames 49=54.4

(b) Wardroem Mess (red pass) - Hangar Deck, Port,
frames 105-137.




12. Mess time will be as follows, both General and Wardrooms

19 February: ILunch 1200 to 1300
Dinner 1800 tm 1900
<0 February: Supper 0000 to OO0
Lunch 0400 to 0500
Breakfast 0600 to Q700
Lunch 1130 to 1230

Hegular meals will be ssarved at the lunch and dinner on
15 February and at breakfast and the 1130 lunch on 20 February,
Supper on the 20th (0000 to 0100) and early morning lunch (0400 to
0500) will be sandwichss and coffee only.

All mess times will be announced over the I. C, system,
13« All berthing spaces will be marked and your space will be
shown on your pass. Under no circumstances will changing of berthing

spacing ba allowed without proper authorization,

14. Prinecipal emergency telaphone extensions are:

Captain's Office 215
Navigating Bridge JeR oyt dad
Cpen Bridgs, Air Defense Lewel 228
oteering Gear Hoom 220
Engine Room No. 2 332
Engine Hoom o, 1 333 or 33
T, €, Room 336
Bollar Room No, 1 351
Boiler Room No. 2 352
Wardroom lMess 750
Emergency Diesel Room 2673
Radio Central AR
Daeck Office 201 or 202
Arichor Windlass B20
Wardroom Pantry 992
Guard Office 9%6

Dispensary - 699



WILLAMETTE IROW AND STESL CORPORATION

Portland, Oregon

Location of Emergeney Boat Stations

PORT SIIE
(left)

Etatigﬁafﬁamh

Station 8

H""‘-u-_____
T

......................

HANGAR
TECK

AFT,

5

oTARED, SIDE
(right)

Station #1

Station #3

Station #5
L

Station #7
L~

Kote: Boat Stations are
located at Roller Curtains
tc Sponsons; All on
Hangar Deck,

See Following page for
Instructions and Signals.



SIGHNALS 1

i

DUTIES»

Ky

VWILLAMETTE TRON AND STEEL CORPORATION

PORTLAND, OREGON

EIMERGENCY SIGNALS

5 Short Blasts and 1 Long Blast indicates

Fire Alarm. At sound of signal all persons
axcept those on bridge or engine room watches
are to proceed immediately to the boat station
shown on pass. VALK, DON'T RUN!

1l Short Blast, water wanted.
2 Short Blasts, shut off water,

3 Stkort Blasts, fire drill over.

Deck Officers will be responsible for opera-
tion at hose and portable fire extinguishers
and will direct general activities on deck,

bngine room wateh will stand by Engine Room

fire equipment,

Other crew members and trial personnel will
assist as requested or ordered by Deck Officer
in charge.



