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Project Information 

Commission meeting date: October 5, 2017 

NCPC review authority: 40 U.S.C. 8722(b)(1) and (d) 

Applicant request: Approval of Preliminary and Final Site and Building Plans 

Delegated / consent / open / executive session: Consent Calendar 

NCPC Review officer: J. Gerbich 

NCPC File Number: 7867 

Project summary: 
The National Park Service, on behalf of the Smithsonian Institution, has submitted site and building plans for the Anacostia Community Museum 
(ACM) in Southeast Washington, DC. The ACM sits along Fort Place, SE in Fort Stanton Park, which is managed by the National Park Service (NPS) as 
part of the Civil War Defenses of Washington. The site occupied by the ACM is currently operated and maintained under a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the National Park Service, though this project proposes modifications to a triangular piece of property between the parking 
lot and road that are outside the terms of that MOU. It is likely that there will be future adjustments to site jurisdiction or the MOU boundary line to 
clarify property maintenance boundaries. 

The mission of the ACM is to enhance understanding of contemporary urban experiences and strengthen community bonds by conserving the past, 
documenting the present, and serving as a catalyst for shaping the future. It provides many formal programs, including exhibitions, research, tours, 
lectures, performances, and demonstrations, and receives approximately 3,000 visitors a month. The applicant has noted that, given the volume of 
visitors, the ACM requires upgrades to address inadequacies related to security, accessibility, outdoor programs, and vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation. 

The project proposal includes four major site design improvements: 
1. Removal of the current circular driveway. The current configuration cannot properly accommodate the turning radius of the coaches that 

typically serve museum patrons, and is constrained by the existing property lines. Instead, a bus drop off area parallel to the incoming 
entrance drive is proposed, with a new pedestrian plaza replacing the circle drive. 
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Project Information 

Project summary, cont’d: 
2. Regrading of the entrance drive and main parking area. The entrance drive would be reworked to provide a more gradual and bus-friendly 

rise onto the site. The parking lot grades would also be reduced to achieve a more even and gentle slope, better-suited to ACM’s 
programmed outdoor events. 

3. An outdoor “learning grove” would be introduced into the newly modified entry plaza, intended for use as an outdoor room for storytelling 
and instruction. Its use will be enhanced by a combination of existing and new shade trees along its perimeter. 

4. The existing entrance stairs would also be replaced with accessible treads and risers. 

Several other minor site and building improvements are proposed, including pedestrian connections from the museum to adjacent sidewalks, 
Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility modifications, enhanced landscaping for shade and stormwater management, and widened doors along 
the eastern building façade. 
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Existing Conditions – Sightline Studies 
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MAIN ENTRANCE: STAIRS AND DECORATIVE RAIUNG PARKING AREA: VIEW NORTH TOWARD EXIT 

        Existing Conditions - Photos
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 Project Proposal – Lighting Plan 
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  Project Proposal – Site Section (B) 
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 Project Proposal – Site Rendering 
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 Project Proposal – Site Rendering 
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