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The Sanyo Shimbun Head Office Building

FREMD,/ 1L B L il ET 2-1-1 Location / Okayama City, Okayama Prefecture
BEE /thAatt ILEHET Owner /The Sanyo Shimbun Co., Ltd.
RETE /et HERE Architect / Nikken Sekkei Ltd.
mIE/EEESRGKASt Contractors / Kajima Corporation

KRSt KEAE Ohmotogumi Co., Ltd.

KA FAHE Arakigumi Corporation
®TH,/2006%E6830H Completion Date / June 30, 2006

FE AfHl£% Facing page: General view from the west.

N7 &DIEBEEBHEERES View of the courtyard and lower tower from the pilotis.
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REDBEBRELBERES  View of the higher tower and courtyard from the east.
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A74X  Office.

IVhSVA%E Night view of the entrance.
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Hh7x7UF Cafeteria.
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Large factories and warehouses once stood in this area along ‘City
Hall Street’ linking JR Okayama Station and Okayama City Hall,
and the former Sanyo Shimbun Head Office too had a rotary press
department. However, large commercial facilities and amuseument
facilities have been newly built on former factory sites, and the area
is becoming a place where many members of the general public visit.
The Sanyo Shimbun Head Office Building was planned for a site on
this changing street that the head office of the company has occupied
for 60 years.

The client developed a program for a new head office building
equipped with functions appropriate to a company whose ideal is to
be ‘a newspaper open to the region,” and the architect and builder did
a magnificent job of translating that program into a highly original
space.

First, the high-rise block standing with virtually no setback from
the street engages one’s attention. The deep, horizontal sun-shading
screens facing the west that cut off sunlight and reduce the heat
load on every floor create a distinctive building characterized by the
contrast of light and shadow. The high-rise block also serves as a soft
buffer zone between the work spaces of the newspaper and urban
spaces traversed by pedestrians. A four-story high pilotis at the base
of the high-rise block permits a view from the street of a pleasant
courtyard where large trees provide comfortable shade and a low-
rise block that is set back stands, with greenery covering the roof on
every floor. The height of the pilotis and the scale of the courtyard
are just right for softening the character of the high-rise block and
for inviting passersby inside. The courtyard is slightly higher than the
level of the street, and the delicacy and care with which the design
has been executed—as evidenced by greenery arranged with an
awareness of lines of vision, the sound of water falling in a cascade,
and a combination of quiet external finish materials that suggest
nature—enable visitors to spend a peaceful moment there. The skill
of the architect is manifest in the high quality of this open-air space
surrounded by buildings in the middle of the city.

The large pilotis was no doubt the most difficult part of the
project from a technical viewpoint, but the intentions of the client
and the architect were realized, thanks to appropriate planning of
temporary construction by the builder.

The circulation routes to different parts of the building—the
offices of the newspaper, which start on the tenth floor of the high-
rise block, the cultural facilities for the public, which are on floors five
through nine of the same block, the television station office and the
small hall open to the public in the low-rise block in the back of the
site—are clearly sorted in the outdoor spaces including the courtyard,
and there is no possibility of confusion. The offices, which have just
the right amount of open space and are equipped with large windows
that nearly reach the floor, also make a favorable impression.

As was stated at the outset, the area in which this building stands
is gradually becoming a magnet for the public. However, here
and there, unused sites still remain; the process of change is as yet
incomplete. This media center oriented to the public can be expected
to give the still-developing area a new direction.
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