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Astragalus cronquistii Barneby
Cronquist’s Milkvetch

Family: Fabaceae Synonyms: None
NESL Status: G3 Federal Status: None

Plant Description: Perennial plant from a stout taproot and underground root crown; flowers pink-
purple; ca. 1 cm long; leaves 1.5 to 4.5 cm long, leaflets 7 to 15, ea. 6 to 25 mm long, with straight, stiff
hairs beneath and hairless above; seed pods narrow, two-chambered and drooping. Flowering and fruiting
from April to June.

Similar Species: Similar to 4. fucatus, but with narrow, two-chambered pods, vs. unilocular mottled pods
found in A4. fucatus.

Habitat: Salt desert shrub and blackbrush communities on sandy or gravelly soils derived from the
Cutler and Morrison Formations. Also known to occur on Mancos Shale. 4750 to 58001t elevation.

General Distribution: San Juan County, UT; Montezuma, Mesa, & Garfield counties, CO.

Navajo Nation Distribution: Known from S of Bluff, Aneth and near the Utah border with Colorado,
San Juan Co., UT.

Potential Navajo Nation Distribution: Southeastern Utah.

Survey Period: May to June, when mature seedpods are present. Suitable habitat can be identified year
round.

Avoidance: A 200 ft buffer zone is recommended to avoid disturbance; may be more or less depending
on slope, size and nature of the project.
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