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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR kb gt

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RN
SUPPLEMENTAL FRIHIHAL INCIDENT RECORD
Incident Number | & Rl | M el Sl S
MNarrative:
Date: May, 20, 2000
Time: 1730 hours

Location: Little River Trail at Goshen Prong intersection

MNarrative;

Al approximately 1730 hours on May 20,2000 1, Ranger Norman W. NELSON, Jr., received a request from Ranger
Robert HARRIS for assistance, HARRIS was responding 10 a reported bear attack on the Little River Trail. Ranger Jerry
GRUBE was al=o enroute.

| picked up Rescue 1 at the ranger station and proceeded to Elmont and the Litle River Trail Head. | arrived at the trail
turnaround at approximately 1800 hours. HARRIS was calling for a long gun as he said a bear was in the area,but since
none were available GRUBB and | started up the trall. As we ran up the trail the information coming fram the scene
was minimal. HARRIS continued to request a long gun and my perception was that the bear was a great distance away
from HARRIS' position.

At approximately 1830 hours GRUBB and | arrived at the scene. HARRIS was moving towards us. | called to him and
ask where the bear was. He Indicated in the woods. GRUBB and | began fo work away from the trail paralleling a smail
embankment. As we moved away from the trall | asked HARRIS again where the bear was. He pointed towards a stump
and rhododendron bush. At this time | obsarved a black bear sow on top of a body. Its head was down and it appeared
to be in the act of feeding. A yearling cub was sitting near the sow.

GRUBE moved to his left and | flanked around his right to keep him out of my line of sight. As | moved to the right of
GRUBB ham fired into the sow. She ran off and | started to follow. GRUBB than shot the yearling as it stayed near the
bedy. It to then ran off in the direction of the mother. | then saw both bears down but still moving. | began firing rounds
Into the animals as | moved up on them. | belleve that | expended 14 rounds into the two animals. At this time |
ascertained that both animals were dead.

After destroying the two bears | stayed in the vicinity of the female body. A witness had reported three bears upon our
arrival and | continued to watch for a third animal. | observed that the body had massive damage from her nose o her
upper chest, A large portion of her inner left thigh and outer right calf was missing. No blood was visible.

The scene was secured and GRUBE and | tracked the attack back towards the river. Ranger Bobby HOLLAND upon
his arrival verified the course of the attack. Upon the arrival of the litter team we removed the body and arrived at the

trall turnaround at approximately 2100 hours.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR FORM 10-343A
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ve
SUPPLEMENTAL CRIMINAL INCIDENT RECORD

Incldent Number dﬂ siu 0|31 712

Marrative:
Date: May 21, 2000

Fatality by Bears, Victim, Glenda Bradley, Goshen Prong Bridge

| responded to the Little River trail with a four-wheel drive vehicle after Ranger Harris requested
assistance with a bear attack on the Little River trail. Ranger Nelson responded with the park
rescue vehicle. We arrived at the trail and drove to the old turn around where we loaded a litter and
some supplies from the SAR vehicle. Ranger Harris requested we respond immediately with a long
gun and come on up the trail without the litter. Ranger Nelson and myself ran up the trail for about
11/2 miles where we met the victims husband, and Ranger Harris. The bear was in the woods on
the right side of the trail at the Goshen Prong bridge about 40 yards off the trail. | ran into the woods
and saw the victim lying on a small incline with a bear, approximately 250 pounds at her head. The
bear appeared to be feeding on the victim's head. There was a small bear, about 50 pounds at the
victims right upper side and appeared to be feeding on the victim's arms. | ran up to within about
10-12 feet of the bears and immediately shot three rounds with my .40 caliber semi-pistol, hitting
the larger bear which ran up the hill about 50 feet and collapsed. | then shot two rounds into the
smaller bear that also ran up tha hill to where the larger bear was and collapsed. Ranger Nelson
and myself then fired several rounds into the bears where they had collapsed.

The victim was lying on her back, and her face and throat had been eaten by the bears. The victim
had no airway and there were no vitals present. Her left leg in the calf area had also been
consumed and there were signs of mauling and mutilation by the bears. The victim had also been
partially covered with leaf litter and dirt by the bears.

The victim's companion was at the scene and | talked with him. He identified himself as ®@.®6)
and (L) (6). (B) (THC) - ."™" was visibly upset but was able to give me an account of what had
happened. He said he had been fishing and had gone about 1/2 mile downstream from the Goshen
prong bridge. When he returned he said he could not find the victim and began looking for her. He
met two persons on the trail who told him there was a black pack lying in the river, He found the
pack and said it was lying in the river to the left of the Goshen prong bridge. He said he retrieved
the pack and found it to belong to the victim. He said he then became very worried and began
looking for the victim. He said he then found the victim and two bears were with her and she was
being dragged by the bears. He said he tried to run the bears off but they aggressively approached
him. He then left the area and went to the Elkmont campground where he made the report to
Ranger Harris. He could not give me any information as to the condition of the victims before he
left for halp.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR .H,E,{sﬁgﬂ"';f u&! 933

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SUPPLEMENTAL CRIMINAL INCIDENT RECORD
Incident Number dR S h{ 372

Narrative:

(Also see written statement by B &) (X

According to ME-BIE he and PO B Glanda Ann Bradley, on May 21, 2000 left the Little
River trailhead on a day hike around 1100 hours. About 2 miles up the trail, ™" and Bradley
decided to split up. ™" would go fishing while Bradley went for a hike, However, they agreed to
meet back up at around 1430 hours on the Little River trail near an island in the creek.

When Bradley did not return to the meeting location at 1430 hours, ®®* began to look for her. He
saw two boys from his school out on the trail and asked if they had seen Bradley. When they said
that they had not, he sent them to get help.

®) (6. ®) (M) continued to look for ®E.GH7EC  He came across several other hikers and asked if they
had seen Bradley. They said that they had not but they did see a black backpack on the other side
of the creek near the stee| bridge. According to ™*" he located her backpack near the steel bridge
on the Goshen Prong trail. "®" continued to search along the creek for Bradley. He located
Bradley's mauled body in a rhododendron thicket not far from the steel bridge on the Goshen Prong
trail with two bears guarding it. "*" said that he tried to run the bears off but each time the larger
bear would charge him,
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Bear Activity Near Incident #000372

{b) (6), o) (THE)
Middie Tennessee Fly Fishers Association
Phone: (8J(Ek®){7THC)

......

19 through Sunday, May 21, During their stay, the campers had several bear contacts
that eventually forced them to cut their trip short and leave the area on Saturday, May
20,

Friday 05/19/00

1200 hours

Just above the junction of Little River Trail and Goshen Prong Trail, Mr, ¥#%9%

observed a sow and what he described as a 30lb cub about 50 yards ahead tJFlJml M.
MENTE backed away from the bears to a distance of about 100 yards. The sow stayed in
the area for about 10 minutes. She was aware of his presence the entire time.

1800 hours

About % of a mile above the Little River Trail and Goshen Prong junction, the same
sow and “cub” were about 10 yards away from him. He once again backed to a distance
of about 100 yards for safety. This time the sow moved onto the trail and followed him
for a short distance. He was unable to move around the sow and “cub™ because they
had the trail blocked. He bushwacked around the bears and was able to meet another of
his fishing partners near the steel bridge on Goshen Prong trail. When they followed
Little River to the trail, the bears were once again on the trail in front of them. The bear
was unafraid of the two hikers and moved off on her own accord

2000 hours

Just before dinner, the two people in the campsite below him alerted Mr. *®™% 1o a
bear’s presence in the campsite.  All of the campers were able to bang pots and pans
together and move the bear out of the campsite within about 10 minutes.

Saturday 05/20/00

0730 hours

Mr. "E978 was awakened to the sounds of pots being banged together. When he came
out of his tent, he observed a bear about 2/3 the size of the bear that was in the site the
previous night. This bear was very bold during its three-hour visit. It would routinely
approach to within 10 feet of campers. [t was able to get food including cooking oil,
hot chocolate mix, and syrup. The bear also bit through a propane cylinder and a water
bottle.

The campers used a sentry system to watch while each other packed their gear, They
reported the activity to the Elkmont kiosk Saturday May 20 on their exit from the
backcountry. Skaidra Carney (Communications) received the report from Elkmont
05/22/00 and routed it to the wildlife division,
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