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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Radula holtii 
Status: Near Threatened; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Coomasaharn, Co. Kerry 
   
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Radula holtii 01 04 Coomasaharn V68 1961. Ratcliffe, D.A. SAC000365 
Radula holtii 01 04 Coomasaharn; Below 

Coomacullen Lough 
V6249183200 2014.10.07 Rory Hodd SAC000365 

  
 
 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 

 
Location (6” map) 
 
No map available. 
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Field Data Sheet – Survey of FPO Bryophytes in Cork & Kerry 2014 
 
Species 
Radula holtii 

County 
Kerry 

6" Map 
Kerry Sheet 
71 

Discovery Map 
78 

Locality/ Site name 
Coomasaharn, below L. 
Coomacullen 

Vice-county (No.) 
South Kerry (H1) 

SAC/NHA 
000365 Killarney National Park, 
Macgillycuddy's Reeks and Caragh 
River Catchment 

Grid ref (GPS, National Grid) 
V6249183200(±6) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
O6168-D 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd 

Elevation (m) 
265 

Solid geology 
Sandstone 

Survey date 
07/10/2014 

Site description 
 
 

R. holtii grows under the deep shade of a large erratic adjacent 
to the flow of the outflow stream from L. Coomacullen, which 
cuts through a steep, rocky slope. 

Population description 
 
 

A number of large patches of R. holtii, with occasional perianths, 
grow on rocks in deep shade, at the edge of the flow of a small 
side channel of a wide waterfall. 

Associated species R. holtii is associated at this location with Lejeuena eckloniana, 
Thamnobryum alopecurum and Hymenophyllum wilsonii. 

Vegetation (Fossitt, 2000) ER3 Siliceous Loose rock 
Current management The surrounding slopes are heavily grazed, but this does not 

impact this population. 
Threats This population may be threatened by erosion on a small scale, 

particularly when the river is in spate. 
Conservation measures Monitor to ensure population remains in good condition. 

Ownership Ownership is unknown, likely commonage. 
Access Access to this site is from the end of the minor road leading 

south from Glenbeigh to close to Coomasaharn Lough, from 
where a rough path leads alongside the lake, from where a short 
climb leads to this population. 

Other remarks  
 

 
Additional GPS readings for the species 

National 
Grid Letter 

Easting Northing Comments 

    
 
Synonymous habitat/vegetation types : 
 
First record and other comments: 
R. holtii was recorded from Coomasaharn by D.A. Ratcliffe in 1961. 
 
References: 
Hodd, R.L. 2014. Survey of Flora Protection Order bryophytes in Cork and Kerry (H1-H5). Unpublished 
report to National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Dublin. 
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Photographs: 
 

 
Photograph 1: Location of the population of Radula holtii under a large erratic beside a waterfall 
below Coomacullen Lough, indicated by red arrow. 
 

 
Photograph 2: Habitat of R. holtii in the deep shade of a large erratic under which a small stream 
flows.  
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Maps and Aerial Photographs: 
 

 
Figure 1: OSI Discovery Series map showing the location of Radula holtii (marked by red dot) at 
Coomasaharn (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the location of Radula holtii (marked by red dot) at Coomasaharn 
(Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the location of Radula holtii (marked by red dot) at Coomasaharn 
(Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
 
 

 
Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the location of Radula holtii (marked by red dot) at 
Coomasaharn (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Bing aerial photo showing the location of Radula holtii (marked by red dot) at 
Coomasaharn. 
 

 

Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Water abstraction for hydroelectric schemes could endanger this species at some sites 
• New survey needed at many older sites, as this species was not targeted specifically during 

recent fieldwork 
  
Potential site-specific threats/issues  

• This population may be threatened by erosion on a small scale, particularly when the river is in 
spate. 
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