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by about 20 species. The status of some forms i s s t i l l i n doubt. 
Shown are several forms found on Stewart I s l a n d . At top r i g h t i s the 
d i s t i n c t i v e P. venosa. P. montana (bottom r i g h t ) was o r i g i n a l l y 
described from Stewart I s l a n d . The l a r g e p l a n t on the l e f t belongs 
to the P. a u s t r a l i s - b a n k s i i complex, w h i l e the slender p l a n t (centre) 
may be an undescribed species s i m i l a r t o P. graminea (Hugh Wilson). 



2 

NEWS 

• Lucy B e a t r i c e Moore 1907 - 1987 

I t i s w i t h sadness we record the death of Lucy Moore, one of New Zealand's 
foremost b o t a n i s t s . She was educated a t Warkworth School where she won 
scholarships t o Epsom G i r l s ' Grammar School and Auckland U n i v e r s i t y , where 
she graduated master of science w i t h f i r s t - c l a s s honours i n botany. A f t e r 
a p e r i o d of teaching a t the u n i v e r s i t y i n 1938 she j o i n e d the botany d i v ­
i s i o n of the Department of S c i e n t i f i c and I n d u s t r i a l Research. 

During the Second World War she was engaged i n f i n d i n g seaweeds f o r the 
e x t r a c t i o n of agar needed t o replace supplies p r e v i o u s l y drawn from Japan. 

She became a f e l l o w of the Linnaean Society i n 1945 and two years l a t e r 
became a f e l l o w the the Royal Society of New Zealand. 

I n 1953 she was a c t i v e l y associated w i t h Dr H.H. A l l a n i n h i s work and 
a f t e r h i s death the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r b r i n g i n g t o press h i s reference 
book F l o r a of New Zealand Vol. I f e l l t o her. 

I n 1959 she was made an MBE f o r her work i n botany. She continued as 
senior b o t a n i s t a t L i n c o l n , Canterbury and on i n v e s t i g a t i o n s of New Zealand 
p l a n t s . She also became inv o l v e d w i t h the problem of denuded tussock 
grasslands and developed a major research i n t e r e s t i n the Molesworth 
S t a t i o n . She was awarded a science d o c t o r a t e by Canterbury U n i v e r s i t y 
i n 1963 and two years l a t e r became the f i r s t Leonard Cockayne Memorial 
l e c t u r e r . 
I n 1970 Vol. I I of the Flor a of New Zealand was published, of which she 
was the p r i n c i p l e author. 
I n 1976 she published the Changing Vegetation of the Molesworth S t a t i o n , 
New Zealand. Two years l a t e r the Oxford U n i v e r s i t y Press produced the 
Oxford Book of New Zealand Plants which she wrote. 

I n 1982 she was made an honorary research associate i n botany a t the 
Nat i o n a l Museum. 
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Regional Bot Socs 

• Auckland B o t a n i c a l Society 

At the AGM i n March 1987 the f o l l o w i n g o f f i c e r s were ele c t e d : President 
R. Beever; Vice-Presidents: J. Mackinder, J. Rattenbury, B. Segedin; 
Secretary: S. Jones; Treasurer: V. Paterson; Committee: S. Bolland, E. 
Brown, E. Cameron, H. Cogle, F. Newhook, A. Wright. Subscriptions were 
set a t $8 o r d i n a r y , $5 c o u n t r y / f u l l - t i m e student, $12 family/couple. 

The Secretary, 14 Park Rd., T i t i r a n g i , Auckland 7 

• Rotorua B o t a n i c a l Society 

V i s i t o r s are welcome t o take p a r t i n the Society's forthcoming f i e l d t r i p s : 

Sunday 25 J u l y K a r i o i or Te Toto Gorge Low v o l c a n i c cone south of Raglan 
Harbour. Sequence from c o a s t a l c l i f f v e g e t a t i o n t o submontane cloud f o r e s t 
and scrub. Climb t o summit (756 m) i f f i n e or botanise lower slopes i f 
weather i s poor. Meet a t Rotorua C i v i c Theatre a t 7.30 am or Hamilton 
Post O f f i c e 9.00 am. Leader - Peter de Lange (Hamilton 65-734) or Bruce 
Clarkson (Rotorua 24-622) 

Sunday 23 August Maungawhakamana Sharp peak (728 m) overlooking Tarawera 
River v a l l e y . No known species l i s t f o r the area. Typed by N i c h o l l s 
(1967) as rimu-rata/tawa-kamahi and rewarewa-kamahi f o r e s t . Meet a t Rot­
orua C i v i c Theatre a t 8.30 am. Leader - Bruce Clarkson (Rotorua 24-622) 

Saturday 19 September Mt Te Aroha, Kaimai Forest Park From f o o t of moun­
t a i n (20 m a s l ) t o summit (950 m) v i a good t r a c k . A notable f o r e s t com­
plex, f i r s t "botanised" by Adams j u s t over 100 years ago. Meet at Rotorua 
Ci v i c Theatre a t 8.30 am or Te Aroha Domain gates 10.2 0 am. Leader -
Murray Boase (Hamilton 67-798) 

Volume 10 of the Society's Newsletter was published i n May 1987. The 
contents are as f o l l o w s : 

The Hikurangi F i e l d T r i p - W i l l i e Shaw 

Mt Moehau and Castle Rock F i e l d T r i p - Bruce Clarkson and Mark Smale 

Lake Rotopounamu; and a note on the d i s t r i b u t i o n of Baumea h u t t o n i i i n 
the Central North I s l a n d - Bruce and Beverley Clarkson 

Oruatewehi F i e l d T r i p - John N i c h o l l s 

Auckland U n i v e r s i t y F i e l d T r i p t o W h i r i n a k i Forest - Ewen Cameron 

The Secretary, Rotorua B o t a n i c a l Society, c/- Mourea Post O f f i c e , Rotorua 
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• Wellington Botanical Society 

I n connection w i t h the Wellington B o t a n i c a l Society, I r i s Caulter i s 
compiling a l i s t of common and Maori names f o r New Zealand n a t i v e p l a n t s . 
This w i l l i n c l u d e names no longer i n use and s t a t e r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s 
where known. The l i s t already covers over 240 species; a d d i t i o n s are 
welcomed. Anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n the p r o j e c t should contact I r i s a t the 
f o l l o w i n g address: 

Mrs I.E. Caulter, 7 Findlay St., Linden, W e l l i n g t o n 

• Canterbury Botanical Society 

The Canterbury B o t a n i c a l Society i s producing a f i e l d guide t o the small-
leaved shrubs of Canterbury and Westland. The p r o j e c t i s w e l l underway. 
Recently Tim Galloway completed a l l the drawings f o r the guide, having 
spent the summer i n Christchurch w i t h a stream of p l a n t m a t e r i a l descending 
on him f o r a t t e n t i o n from a l l over both provinces. Work i s proceeding 
on the t e s t . 

H. Wilson, 160 S a l i s b u r y St., C h r i s t c h u r c h 1 

NOTES AND REPORTS 

New Plant Records 

• New Plant Records from the General Waikato 

Sporadanthus t r a v e r s i i Although the sole p l a n t noted by B a r t l e t t from 
the Opuatia wetlands near R a n g i r i r i i s thought t o have perished from a 
f i r e i n 1980 (de Lange 1985, N.Z.Bot.Soc.Newsl. No.3), f u r t h e r examination 
of t h i s wetland i n l a t e November 1986 l o c a t e d s c a t t e r e d p l a n t s i n an un-
burned arm of the swamp (WAI 6568) near the R a n g i r i r i - Naike Road, Lake 
Whangape. 

The p l a n t s had escaped previous d e t e c t i o n because they are smaller than 
i s usual f o r Sporadanthus i n the North I s l a n d . The seven p l a n t s noted 
were s c a t t e r e d over a wide area, growing amongst dense Empodisma/Epacris 
rushland ( i n places up t o 1.5 m t h i c k ) . Sporadanthus was only n o t i c e d 
by accident when the d i s t i n c t i v e " t a s s e l l e d " f l o w e r heads were observed 
poking through t h i s dense tangle of v e g e t a t i o n . The l a r g e s t of these p l a n t s 
i s 85 cm and t h e i r nature suggests they are r e l a t i v e l y young p l a n t s only 
some 10-15 years o l d ( K e i t h Thompson pers.comm.). This suggests t h a t 
Sporadanthus must e i t h e r s t i l l be present elsewhere i n the swamp ( u n l i k e l y 
- as i t has now been searched very thoroughly) or the seed has a r r i v e d 
r e c e n t l y from elsewhere or germinated from an o l d e r seed source. Spora­
danthus was s t i l l present on the southern side of Lake Whangape as r e c e n t l y 
as the 1960's (Furniss pers.comm.) where i t grew i n a s i m i l a r s i t e t o the 
present one u n t i l i t was drained. C u r r e n t l y no one i s e x a c t l y sure how 
long Sporadanthus seed remains v i a b l e , t h i s i s c u r r e n t l y being s t u d i e d 
at the U n i v e r s i t y of Waikato along w i t h other aspects of the p l a n t s aute-
cology. 
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Beside Sporadanthus, the Opuatia has a f a s c i n a t i n g f l o r a c o n t a i n i n g a 
number of other threatened or n a t i o n a l l y uncommon species. U t r i c u l a r i a 
a u s t r a l i s , U. d e l i c a t u l a and U. novaezelandiae are abundant; the small 
Lycopodium serpentinum i s s t i l l present although i t i s less abundant than 
i t f o r m e r l y was. A number of i n t e r e s t i n g P t e r o s t y l i s have been found 
of which I have been unable t o name, these are c u r r e n t l y being examined 
at the herbarium of the New Zealand Forest Research I n s t i t u t e . One r e ­
sembles a small grass and has nodding, small flowers comparable t o the 
P. graminea agg., the other c l o s e l y resembles P. f o l i a t a and may be of 
t h a t species. Both were c o l l e c t e d under w i l l o w ( S a l i x f r a g i l i s ) f o r e s t . 
Vouchers of a l l these species have been lodged i n the U n i v e r s i t y of Waikato 
Herbarium w i t h some duplicates i n WELT. 

Ophioglossum p e t i o l a t u m A small patch c o n t a i n i n g 26 plan t s was r e c e n t l y 
located i n a popular reserve of the western King Country. This i s c u r r e n t ­
l y the second reserved colony known i n New Zealand. The p l a n t s were d i s ­
covered under a rimu/kahikatea f o r e s t , growing i n damp l e a f mould w i t h 
Uncinia d i s t a n s , Nertera d i c h o n d r i f o l i a and Nertera sp. a f f . d i c h o n d r i f o l i a . 
This c o n t r a s t s from the more open, w e t t e r h a b i t a t more usual f o r t h i s 
species. 

Ophioglossum coriaceum A f u r t h e r f i v e l o c a l i t i e s have been located i n 
the western Waikato, The species seems l o c a l l y abundant along grazed, 
wet flushes of the Awaroa V a l l e y , south-eastern Kawhia and i n sh o r t grass 
and herbs on limestone ledges. The f o l l o w i n g i s a l i s t of new l o c a l i t i e s : 

A Awaroa Scenic Reserve, Hauturu (WAI 5131) Common on the edge of the 
Mangakoutukutuku Stream and less commonly noted on burned ground a d j o i n ­
ing the p r o p e r t y of Meredith Farms L t d . 

B Matauratahi Stream, Awaroa V a l l e y , Kawhia (WAI 7373) Very l a r g e p l a n t s 
noted i n grazed wetlands bordering the stream. 

C Limestone outcrop, upper Awaroa V a l l e y , Te Koraha (WAI 7138) Commonly 
noted amongst Oreomyrrhis t u r f on limestone ledges. 

D Te Kauri Scenic Reserve, Kawhia (WAI 5432) Scattered specimens noted 
i n wet t u r f near the look-out c l e a r i n g . 

E Awakino River Mouth, Awakino (WAI 5197) Common i n open grassed patches 
of the saltmarsh near the main road. 

Bulbophyllum tuberculatum Further specimens of t h i s o r c h i d have been 
r e t r i e v e d from recent w i n d f a l l s i n the Awaroa Scenic Reserve, Hauturu, 
Kawhia and under matai/kahikatea f o r e s t a t the Awaroa W i l d l i f e Management 
Reserve, Lake Whangape. This o r c h i d seems l o c a l l y common i n rimu/tawa 
f o r e s t and matai/kahikatea f o r e s t s of the r e g i o n . 

P e r a x i l l a t e t r a p e t a l a A s i n g l e f l o w e r i n g specimen was located a t 400m, 
on Q u i n t i n i a s e r r a t a , Awaroa Scenic Reserve, Hauturu, Kawhia. This i s 
the f i r s t time P e r a x i l l a has been confirmed from the v a l l e y . Red flowered 
m i s t l e t o e being reported from the area from time t o time by the l o c a l s 
and mentioned t o me by Reg B e l l . I t was assumed t h a t the p l a n t was T r i -
lepedia adamsii, but i n l i e u of the discovery of P e r a x i l l a i t seems the 
T r i l e p e d i a s t o r y was based on the l o c a l i s e d occurrences of t h i s p l a n t 
instead. No c o l l e c t i o n s were made. 

U t r i c u l a r i a monanthos A small patch (WAI 6179) of t h i s species was lo c a t e d 
amongst Glossostigma e l a t i n o i d e s a t Lake Koraha, upper Matauratahi V a l l e y , 
Awaroa V a l l e y , Kawhia. This lake occupies a large limestone sinkhole 
and contains many other i n t e r e s t i n g p l a n t species and asso c i a t i o n s . 
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Hymenophyllum minimum During January 1987 an unnamed outcrop at the head­
waters of the Awaroa Valley was examined by the author. This outcrop has 
an i n t r i g u i n g f l o r a c o n t a i n i n g many colder c l i m a t e species uncommon i n 
the d i s t r i c t and also contains the southern-most colony of the a l l o p a t r i c 
North I s l a n d form of Hebe r i g i d u l a . The narrow ledges of the southern 
side of the outcrop contain an i n t e r e s t i n g p l a n t assemblage i n c l u d i n g : 
Trisetum antarcticum agg., Nertera setulosa, Helichrysum f i l i c a u l e , Oreo-
myrrhis ramosa, Ophioglossum coriaceum, Asplenium l y a l l i i , Hebe r i g i d u l a , 
Wahlenbergia g r a c i l i s agg. and Euphrasia cuneata (vouchers of most of these 
records are lodged i n WAI). Amongst a small patch of Hymenophyllum rarum, 
H. revolutum and Gymnostomium calcareum was found Hymenophyllum minimum, 
the indusium being covered i n small spines (specimen sent t o WELT f o r con­
f i r m a t i o n ) . This i s the f i r s t time t h i s small f e r n has been l o c a t e d on 
the western side of the North I s l a n d , although i t i s also present a t the 
Waipapa Scenic Reserve a t the h y d r o - e l e c t r i c dam of Lake Waipapa near 
Mangakino. I t s discovery a t t h i s remote outcrop came as something of a 
s u r p r i s e e s p e c i a l l y since i t has been unsuccessfully searched f o r on the 
upper slopes of Mt P i r o n g i a , a more s u i t a b l e s i t e . 

Cyclosorus i n t e r r u p t u s A specimen i n the U n i v e r s i t y of Waikato Herbarium 
(WAI 4436) c o l l e c t e d by I r v i n g from the w i l l o w f o r e s t of Kopuatai Peat 
Dome, Hauraki, and l a b e l l e d as Pneumatopteris pennigera ( d e t . P.D. Champion), 
has been redetermined as Cyclosorus i n t e r r u p t u s . The specimen, although 
i n f e r t i l e and l a r g e r than i s usual f o r New Zealand specimens has a creeping 
rhizome and f r o n d morphology i d e n t i c a l t o Cyclosorus. The specimen resemb­
l i n g c l o s e l y the A u s t r a l i a n c o l l e c t i o n s (WAI 1106, 1109) made by A l l a n 
Edmonds. Sadly, no d e t a i l e d l o c a l i t y was given f o r the c o l l e c t i o n s , so 
as yet no f e r t i l e specimens have been c o l l e c t e d . 

P.J. de Lange, 19 Cranwell Place, H i l l c r e s t , Hamilton 

Fieldwork 
• The f a s c i n a t i o n of Banks Peninsula Botany - are there any l i m i t s ? 

The f o u r t h summer's f i e l d w o r k on t h i s survey has been a f a s c i n a t i n g and 
p r o d u c t i v e one. Of the 1340 planned sample s i t e s gridded across Banks 
Peninsula and K a i t o r e t e S p i t , 1133 are now recorded, leaving 207 s i t e s 
s t i l l t o v i s i t . I also hope t o i n v e s t i g a t e i n more d e t a i l some s p e c i f i c 
l o c a l i t i e s marked on my f i e l d maps d u r i n g the systematic sampling. These 
include bushed g u l l i e s , f u r t h e r c l i f f s w i t h the help of the Canterbury 
Face Rescue team, i s l e t s , and s i t e s of p a r t i c u l a r b r y o l o g i c a l and l i c h e n -
o l o g i c a l wealth. So I am planning on one more summer t o complete t h i s 
f i e l d w o r k . 

New and i n t e r e s t i n g f i n d s continue even a f t e r f o u r summers. Among n a t i v e 
species, p a r t i c u l a r l y f a s c i n a t i n g d i s c o v e r i e s r e c e n t l y i n c l u d e : Acaena 
buchananii, Coprosma cheesemanii, Cladia r e t i p o r a , Schoenus maschalinus, 
Hymenophyllum d i l a t a t u m , Oryzopsis lessoniana, Uncinia b a n k s i i , Pseudo-
panax e d g e r l e y i and A n a r t h r o p t e r i s l a n c e o l a t a . 

Banks Peninsula i s well-known as the southern l i m i t f o r several n o r t h e r n 
taxa. As f a r as I know the f o l l o w i n g do not occur any f u r t h e r south: 
Macropiper excelsum (abundant on Banks Peninsula), Asplenium o b l o n g i f o l i u m 
(common), A l e c t r y o n excelsus (common, r a t h e r l o c a l ) , P a s s i f l o r a t e t r a n d r a 
(common, r a t h e r l o c a l ) , Solanum a v i c u l a r e (common, r a t h e r l o c a l ) , Dodonaea 
viscosa (common, l o c a l ) , Asplenium t e r r e s t r e subsp. maritimum (common. 
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l o c a l ) , P t e r i s tremula (uncommon, l o c a l ) , Schoenoplectus v a l i d u s (uncommon, 
l o c a l ) , A n a r t h r o p t e r i s lanceolata ( r a r e , l o c a l ) , Muehlenbeckia a s t o n i i 
( r a r e , l o c a l ) and Cyperus u s t u l a t u s (uncommon, l o c a l ) . This l a s t species 
i s also recorded from the Rakaia rivermouth a t about the same l a t i t u d e 
as the southernmost Peninsula populations. Nikau palm (Rhopalostylis 
sapida - uncommon, l o c a l ) , i s o f t e n claimed as reaching i t s southern l i m i t 
here a t 43° 52' south, but i t grows on P i t t I s l a n d i n the Chathams a t 
44° 18' south. Some b o t a n i s t s have suggested t h a t Maoris introduced them 
t o both places c e n t u r i e s ago. I t h i n k t h e r e i s more evidence t h a t karaka 
(Corynocarpus l a e v i g a t u s - r a r e , l o c a l ) i s n a t u r a l i s e d r a t h e r than i n d i g ­
enous on the Peninsula; i t occurs only a t known Maori settlement s i t e s . 

Hedycarya arborea (common) goes no f u r t h e r south on the eastern side of 
the South I s l a n d , but extends i n t o F i o rdland on the west. G r i s e l i n i a 
l u c i d a (uncommon, r a t h e r l o c a l ) would appear t o have a s i m i l a r d i s t r i b ­
u t i o n unless someone can t e l l me i t occurs i n the east south of Banks 
Peninsula? Elaeocarpus dentatus occurs i n Riccarton bush where i t i s pro­
bably genuinely n a t i v e , but I have been unable t o confirm o l d records f o r 
the Peninsula. 

A few more species appear t o have t h e i r southern l i m i t a t about the l a t i t u d e 
of Banks Peninsula ( t h a t i s , about 43° 33' t o 43° 55' south). I would 
be i n t e r e s t e d t o hear of any l o c a l i t i e s considerably south of t h i s f o r 
Cheilanthes d i s t a n s (common, r a t h e r l o c a l ) or Leucopogon f a s c i c u l a t u s ( r a r e , 
l o c a l ) . There are beech trees resembling Nothofagus s o l a n d r i var. s o l a n d r i 
on Banks Peninsula (uncommon, l o c a l ) , but they merge imp e r c e p t i b l y i n t o 
var. c l i f f o r t i o i d e s - l i k e t r e e s a t higher a l t i t u d e s (uncommon, l o c a l ) . 
There seems t o be confusion as t o how f a r south var. s o l a n d r i goes, but 
I t h i n k the forms are more sensibly regarded as ecotypes r a t h e r than var­
i e t i e s . S i m i l a r l y I am s t i l l unable t o b e l i e v e t h a t Hymenanthera a l p i n a 
and H. c r a s s i f o l i a represent two species. The Banks Peninsula population 
has had both names l i b e r a l l y bestowed on i t , but I c a l l i t a l l H. c r a s s i -
f o l i a and regard H. a l p i n a as p a r t of t h i s r a t h e r polymorphic species. 
On Banks Peninsula H. c r a s s i f o l i a sensu l a t o i s abundant from coast t o 
summits. I f someone does succeed i n convincing me t h a t two species are 
involved, then the question a r i s e s as t o where H. c r a s s i f o l i a sensu s t r i c t o 
extends southward. C e r t a i n l y there are H. c r a s s i f o l i a s . l . p l a n t s a t sea 
l e v e l on Ruapuke I s l a n d i n Foveaux S t r a i t and i n the uplands of Stewart 
I s l a n d . 

Some other Banks Peninsula claims f o r southern l i m i t s t a t u s are also dubious. 
Hypolepis l a c t e a ( r a r e , l o c a l ) was recorded e a r l i e r from F l a g s t a f f H i l l , 
Dunedin. Hoheria populnea var. l a n c e o l a t a ( r a r e , l o c a l ) was s i m i l a r l y 
recorded from "near Gore". I would be very i n t e r e s t e d i n l a t e r records 
or comments from the south. My survey has been unable t o confirm e a r l i e r 
r e p orts of P t e r i s macilenta, A r t h r o p t e r i s t e n e l l a , Adiantum fulvum or 
Arthropodium c i r r a t u m on Banks Peninsula. I have found Gnaphalium keriense 
and Blechnum "Green Bay" on the nearest c o a s t a l h i l l s northwards (south 
of Mt Cass, Waipara) but there i s no sign of these p l a n t s on the Peninsula, 
only 40 km t o the south. B r a c h y g l o t t i s repanda i s s p a r i n g l y n a t u r a l i s e d 
on Banks Peninsula, but i t s n a t u r a l southern l i m i t i s apparently somewhere 
between the Clarence rivermouth and Kaikoura. 

Far fewer taxa f i n d t h e i r northern l i m i t on Banks Peninsula, The only 
c l e a r - c u t contender i s O l e a r i a f r a g r a n t i s s i m a (uncommon, l o c a l ) . Poa astonii 
( r a r e , l o c a l ) i s almost c e r t a i n l y i n t h i s category, but e a r l i e r records 
from f u r t h e r n o r t h are dubious; the specimens are Buchanans, said t o be 
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from Nelson but w i t h no f u r t h e r d e t a i l s of l o c a l i t y or date. Two other 
grasses, Chionochloa r i g i d a (common, r a t h e r l o c a l ) , and Rytidosperma corinum 
(common, r a t h e r l o c a l ) f i n d t h e i r northern l i m i t s about the l a t i t u d e of 
Banks Peninsula though they extend a b i t f u r t h e r northwards t o the west. 

The endemic species, of course, have both northern and southern l i m i t s 
on t h e i r Peninsula. Only a handful of species q u a l i f y : Celmisia mackaui 
(uncommon, l o c a l ) , Hebe lavaudiana (common, threatened by goats), H. s t r i c t -
issima (abundant) and Cotula minor (abundant; there are also records from 
the adjacent p l a i n s ) . A d i s t i n c t i v e tussock, Festuca "Banks Peninsula 
blue tussock" (common) i s almost c e r t a i n l y endemic. S i m i l a r l y , Myosotis 
a u s t r a l i a var. l y t t e l t o n e n s i s ( r a r e , l o c a l ) i s known only from Banks Penin­
sula and i s probably of species rank ( A l a s t a i r Robertson i s working on 
New Zealand Myosotis and has the Peninsula p l a n t i n c u l t i v a t i o n ) . A d i s t i n c ­
t i v e h a r e b e l l I am nicknaming Wahlenbergia "Akaroa Heads" (uncommon, l o c a l ) 
may also be a good species but I want t o c l a r i f y i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
the complex W« g r a c i l i s group, of which several forms are abundant on the 
Peninsula. 

I t i s not too hard t o suggest why Banks Peninsula i s something of a c u t ­
o f f p o i n t f o r p l a n t d i s t r i b u t i o n s . An i s l a n d u n t i l the growing Canterbury 
Plains j o i n e d i t t o the r e s t of the South I s l a n d some 20,000 years ago, 
i t must have been b u f f e r e d against the worst c l i m a t i c e f f e c t s of the g l a c i a l 
ages by the surrounding ocean. Today there are l a r g e areas where f r o s t 
i s l i g h t or non-existent. I t i s thus c l i m a t i c a l l y almost unique i n Canter­
bury. There i s a long gap southwards t o the Otago Peninsula which i s the 
only landform on the east coast remotely comparable. The presence and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of Nothofagus on Banks Peninsula, though, i s not so e a s i l y 
explained away i n simple c l i m a t i c terms. 

The Peninsula thus provides some i n t e r e s t i n g b o t a n i c a l combinations. Pre­
sumably nowhere else would one f i n d O l earia f r a g r a n t i s s i m a growing w i t h 
Macropiper, A l e c t r y o n and Dodonaea. At 400 m i n the Peraki V a l l e y Macro-
p i p e r a c t u a l l y meets Chionochloa r i g i d a ! At f i r s t I though Nothofagus 
was confined t o upland f o r e s t s , w i t h u n s u r p r i s i n g bedfellows such as Podo-
carpus h a l l i i , G r i s e l i n i a l i t t o r a l i s and Pseudowintera c o l o r a t a . However 
I have discovered several l o c a l i t i e s where both Nothofagus s o l a n d r i and 
N. fusca descend t o w i t h i n 200 m of sea l e v e l , even as low as 130 m i n 
the Onuka area of Akaroa Heads. Here the beeches have Macropiper, Hedy-
carya, Myoporum and P a s s i f l o r a t e t r a n d r a i n t h e i r understorey. Whether 
t h i s i s t r u l y n a t u r a l or a r e s u l t of r e s h u f f l i n g a f t e r Maori burning needs 
more i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

Hugh Wilson, 160 S a l i s b u r y St., Christchurch 1 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

From lowland forest to alpine herbfield -

Vegetation of Egmont National Park, New Zealand 
A comprehensive guide for amateur botanists, students, trampers, and conservationists, 
by Bruce D. Clarkson, illustrated by J. Bruce Irwin 
Describes in detail the species of each plant community and analyses the effect on 
their distribution of altitude, climate, soil, and introduced mammals. It features: 

* over 200 superb line drawings of plant species 

* over 20 photographs of landscape features 

* glossaries of common and scientific names, and technical terms 

* a map of the park with information on tracks, accommodation and other 
facilities (NZMS 169 1:40 000) valued at NZ$5.00 

Price: NZ$29.50 including p & p & GST 

Available from: 
The Publications Officer 
Science Information Publishing Centre 
DSIR, P.O. Box 9741 
Wellington, New Zealand 

- or your local bookseller 

Also available from SIPC -
Vegetation Map of Tongariro National Park, 
North Island, New Zealand 1:50 000 
by I.A.E. Atkinson In full-colour. 

Price: NZ$6.00 including p & p & GST 

• The Aust r a l a s i a n Native Orchid Society (ANOS) 

The A u s t r a l a s i a n Native Orchid Society i s now over 23 years o l d , and the 
cur r e n t Council of the Society i s t a k i n g stock of i t s progress, achieve­
ments and f a i l u r e s as a body, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n l i n e w i t h the objects of 
the Society as quoted i n the f i r s t Orchadian. 

Not being content w i t h our f i n d i n g s , a c t i o n i s being taken t o both improve 
and update our Society so t h a t not only w i l l members be more s a t i s f i e d , 
but the A u s t r a l a s i a n n a t i v e o r c h i d w i l l be helped t o be given i t s r i g h t ­
f u l place i n the world. 

To achieve t h i s improvement an Organisation Sub-committee has been set 
up t o place ANOS on a business f o o t i n g . B r i e f l y the o r g a n i s a t i o n w i l l 
comprise seven sub-committees responsible t o the Council, and t o whom 
they w i l l make monthly r e p o r t s . 

The other s i x sub-committees are:-
Finance 
Pu b l i c a t i o n s 

To be responsible f o r a l l s o c i e t y p u b l i c a t i o n s ; i t w i l l be i n two sections 
(1) The Ed i t o r s of the Orchadian and (2) Operations, who w i l l be res­
ponsible f o r o b t a i n i n g m a t e r i a l and f o r general every day running matters 
f o r a l l our p u b l i c a t i o n s . This should ensure t h a t members are kept 
informed on a l l aspects of the t e c h n i c a l and non-technical side of 
our hobby. 

To t h i s end i t i s intended t o widen the f i e l d of e x p e r t i s e by c a l l i n g 
on experienced and knowledgeable persons, t o a s s i s t w i t h the operations 
and t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n our n a t i v e orchids f u t u r e by becoming an E d i t o r i a l 
Associate f o r t h e i r own area. This should ensure t h a t the Orchadian 
i s upgraded immensely and t h a t our members are kept b e t t e r informed. 
I t i s a n t i c i p a t e d there w i l l be at l e a s t one E d i t o r i a l Associate f o r 
each State and i n some cases more than one. Dr B. Molloy i s the New 
Zealand E d i t o r i a l Associate. 
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Marketing 
Conservation 
Judging Panel 
Group L i a i s o n 

To be responsible f o r keeping the groups informed i n a l l matters and 
on a r e g u l a r basis. So f a r we have appointed each of our c o u n c i l l o r s 
t o look a f t e r one or two groups, and have charged them w i t h the res­
p o n s i b i l i t y of keeping i n touch w i t h t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r group or groups 
on a t l e a s t a monthly basis. 

Obviously e f f e c t i v e l i a i s o n means good communication from Council t o 
group and v i c e versa. To help i n achieving t h i s , Council i s requesting 
t h a t each group appoint an ANOS L i a i s o n O f f i c e r . His or her duty would 
be t o form t h a t v i t a l l i n k between group members and Council. I t i s 
proposed t h a t t h i s person would be i d e n t i f i e d t o f e l l o w members w i t h 
a badge (provided by Council) and w i l l communicate t o Council on a l l 
matters of i n t e r e s t or concern, r e l a t i n g t o n a t i v e orchids or the Soc­
i e t i e s ' o p e r a t i o n . 

For Council's p a r t , i t i s proposed t h a t a q u a r t e r l y "ANOS News" w i l l be 
compiled and sent t o each group, a f f i l i a t e d s o c i e t y and E d i t o r i a l Associate. 
The purpose of the "News" w i l l be t o inform a l l members of c u r r e n t issues 
and t o provide a forum f o r t h e i r i n t e r - g r o u p discussion. 

I t s content w i l l c o n s i s t of general i n f o r m a t i o n or discussion items from 
the groups as w e l l as news from Council on the current business of the 
Society. The "News" w i l l not d u p l i c a t e or compete w i t h m a t e r i a l t h a t 
i s c u r r e n t l y published i n the Orchadian or indeed the various group news­
l e t t e r s or b u l l e t i n s . I t s sole o b j e c t i v e i s t o improve communications 
between members and t h e i r Council. 

To date only A u s t r a l i a n groups are a f f i l i a t e d t o ANOS, Dr Molloy f e e l s 
perhaps New Zealand groups should also a f f i l i a t e and i s happy t o respond 
t o any queries regarding ANOS. His address i s : 

Dr B. Molloy, Botany D i v i s i o n , DSIR, P r i v a t e Bag, Christchurch 

FORTHCOMING MEETING 

• F i f t h John Child Bryophyte Workshop 

A reminder! 12-17 November, 1987. For d e t a i l s see previous Newsletter. 

• Australasian Pollination Ecology Society (APES) 

The next annual meeting of the Australasian Pollination Ecology Society (APES) will 
be held at the University of Canterbury Biological Station, Cass, 18-20 January 1988. The 
meeting is open to anyone with interests in pollination, including both botanists and 
zoologists. We hope to have a good contingent of Australian colleagues at the meeting. 
Depending on the numbers attending, there may be accomodation available for families. 
Anyone volunteering as cook will have accomodation free for the family. Estimated cost of 
accomodation with meals is $50 for 3½ days. There will be a call for papers and registration 
form in the next Newsletter. For further information, contact David Lloyd, University of 
Canterbury, or Colin Webb, Botany Division, Lincoln. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

• What d i d Linnaeus have i n mind? 

Some time ago I wrote i n the Botany D i v i s i o n Newsletter about my d i s l i k e 
of s p e c i f i c e p i t h e t s named a f t e r people. Plants I b e l i e v e , should be 
named t o describe them, t h e i r h a b i t a t s , or t o be somehow a r e f l e c t i o n 
of t h e i r f e a t u r e s . While most appear t o share my views, I have been sur­
prised a t how s t r o n g l y the opposite view i s held - t h a t nomenclature i s 
the place f o r the dispensation of honours. I began t o have doubts; perhaps 
t h i s was what Linnaeus r e a l l y had i n mind? Perhaps he would have named 
plants a f t e r those who scoured the A r c t i c wastes f o r new ones? A recent 
opp o r t u n i t y t o v i s i t the Well i n g t o n l i b r a r y revealed the answer, at l e a s t 
as Gunnar Eriksson, Chair of H i s t o r y of Science and Ideas a t Uppsala 
U n i v e r s i t y , saw i t [ i n , Linnaeus. The man and h i s work, E d i t o r Tore 
Frangsmyr], Eriksson describes how Linnaeus believed the s p e c i f i c e p i t h e t 
should encompass the e s s e n t i a l character of the species. "Naming a species 
was synonymous w i t h d e s c r i b i n g i t and was a form of d e s c r i p t i o n , so i n t e r ­
woven are d e s c r i p t i o n and nomenclature f o r the master of t e r m i n o l o g i c a l 
p r e c i s i o n . The whole r a t i o n a l e i l l u s t r a t e s h i s unshakable c o n v i c t i o n 
t h a t h i s species are those of nature and t h a t h i s terms and names are 
f a i t h f u l t r a n s l a t i o n of nature's language." 

I d e l i g h t i n the evocative beauty and p l a i n usefulness t o be found i n 
works such as E l i z a b e t h Edgar's recent r e v i s i o n of Poa [N.Z.J.Bot. 24: 
425-503]. A great p i t y t h a t i t ever became fashionable t o name nature's 
wonders as they do h o r t i c u l t u r a l f r e a k s . Linnaeus would t u r n i n h i s grave. 

Dr P.A. W i l l i a m s , Botany D i v i s i o n Regional S t a t i o n , DSIR, P r i v a t e Bag, 
Nelson 
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