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TYPE OF LIBRARIES IN MALAYSIA  

TYPE OF LIBRARIES CATEGORIES 

National Library 

Public Libraries 
State libraries and its branches 

Rural libraries/Community Libraries  

Special Libraries 
Government  Libraries/Corporate Libraries/Non-

Governmental Organization’s (NGO’s) Libraries 

Academic Libraries Institute of Higher Learning Libraries 

School Libraries Primary and Secondary School Libraries 
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LIBRARY GOVERNANCE  IN  MALAYSIA  

TYPE OF 

LIBRARIES 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

POWER 
ROLE OF NLM 

Public 

Libraries 

State Government/Local 

Authority 

To channel  and monitor 

development and operational budget 

on behalf of the Federal government 

Special 

Libraries 

Government Agency/ 

Private Agency/NGO 

To provide human resource and 

advisory services to government 

special libraries 

Academic 

Libraries 

Ministry of Higher 

Education/Ministry of 

Education (MOE) 

/Government Ministries 

• To provide human resource and 

advisory services to academic 

libraries under MOE 

• Does not have any executive power 

in term of Academic library 

development 

School 

Libraries 

Ministry of Education/ 

Private Agency 

Does not have any executive power 

in term of the development of school 

libraries 
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STATISTICS ON LIBRARIES  

TYPE OF LIBRARIES 
TOTAL 

LIBRARIES 

National Library 1 

State/ Public/Municipal Libraries 319 

Rural Libraries 1,089 

Special Libraries 

• Government Agencies (Common User) 

• Private agencies (Non common User) 

 

493 

168 

Academic Libraries 

• Government 

• Private University/College/Institution 

 

20 

346 

School Libraries 9,922 

TOTAL 12,358 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rural 

library 

 (1,089) 

SPECIAL 

LIBRARY 

 (661) 

SCHOOL LIBRARY 

(9,922) 

PUBLIC/STATE/ 

BRANCH LIBRARY 

(319) 

ACADEMIC LIBRARY 

(366) 

NLM 

 (1) 

Community 

Library 

Mobile 

Library 

Government 

Agency 

Library 

 (506) 

Private 

Library 

 (174) 

Govt. 

 (20) 

Private 

 (346) 
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Libraries in Malaysia 

9922  School Resource Centres - Primary School (7,643), Secondary 

School (2,163) 

1  National Library of Malaysia 

1401  State Public Libraries  - State (14), Region (1), Branch/District (173),    

Town (15),Rural (1,089), Mobile (82) 

493  Special Libraries (Ministries/Department/Government Agencies) 

174  Special Libraries (Private Agencies) 

366  Academic Libraries - IPTA (20), IPTS (346) 

12,358 

Suruhanjaya Komunikasi dan Multimedia Malaysia. Off Persiaran Multimedia, 63000 Cyberjaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan. Tel : +603 - 8688 8000 Fax : +603 - 8688 1000  www.skmm.gov.my 

Source : 

National Library of Malaysia 



NLM 
ACTS 

& 
POLICIES 

National Library Act    
1972 (Act 80)  

(Include amendments 
 as at 1 January 2006) 

Deposit of Library       
Material Act 1986  

(Act 331) 

National Policy on 
Library and 

Information Services 
1994 

An Act for the      
establishment of the    

National Library 

An Act to make 
preservation, 
conservation, 

bibliographical control 
and use of library 

materials published  in 
Malaysia  

Guidelines for the 
systematic and planned 
development of library  

and information  services 
in Malaysia  

NLM ACTS & POLICIES 

 Policy on Digitization 
of Library Materials 

2010 
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STRATEGIC PLAN 

NLM Strategic Plan  

(2009-2013) 
ICT Strategic Plan  

(2010 – 2013)  

Ministry Long Term 

Strategic Plan  

(2010-2020) 







STATSTICS 

STATISTICS  OF LIBRARIES IN MALAYSIA 

2007 
STATISTICS  OF LIBRARIES IN MALAYSIA 

2011 

12,141,277 

23,490,705 

5,672,068 

9,951,256 

20,677,299 

42,377,023 
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STATISTICS OF LIBRARIES IN MALAYSIA 

COLLECTION 
42,997,541 

COLLECTION 

122,985,629 
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LIBRARY SERVICES  IN 

MALAYSIA 2007 - 2011 

 

Services 

 

Year 

No. of 

Libraries 
Collection        Membership Visitors Loan 

2007 2,156 42,997,541 5,672,068 20,677,299 12,141,277 

2011 3,379 122,985,629 9,951,256 42,377,023 23,490,705 
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LIBRARY SERVICES  IN NLM 

2007 - 2011 

 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MALAYSIA 2011 

Services 

 

Year 

Collection        Membership Visitors Loan 

2007 2,507,081 768,345 493,134 472,067 

2011 3,661,782 1,000,278 416,472 1,034,507 



LIBRARY HUMAN RESOURCE 

HUMAN RESOURCE 

2010 

1,355 
     

 PROFESSIONAL 
   

10,275 TOTAL  NO. OF LIBRARY STAFF  

SUPPORT  STAFF  8,920 
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TYPE OF LIBRARIES 

PROFESSIONAL 

AND 

MANAGEMENT 

SUPPORT 

STAFF 

TOTAL 

STAFF 

National Library of Malaysia 140 330 470 

State Public Libraries 127 3,586 3,713 

Rural Libraries - 1,251 1,251 

Special Libraries 

 Government Agencies 

(Common User) 

160 1,484 1,644 

 Private Agencies 

(Non Common User) 
41 29 70 

Academic Libraries  

 Government 
545 1,693 2,238 

 Private 3942 547 889 

TOTAL 1,355 8,920 10,275 

LIBRARY HUMAN 

RESOURCE IN MALAYSIA 



DIGITAL LIBRARY SERVICES 

• Effective 1 March 2012 single sign on portal to all the electronic  
   resources in the library provided free to all Malaysians   

• Every Malaysian can access this electronic resources portal by  
   registering as an online member 

• Online registration and access to this portal via: 
 
 National Library of Malaysia Official Portal  
     http://www.pnm.gov.my   
 
 Electronic Resources Portal http://pnmdigital.com  

• 844 people has registered as online member and 1,861 people  
  have visited the portal  



MALAYSIAN DIGITAL LIBRARIES 

Sarawak State Library 

Siti Hasmah Digital Library 

(Multimedia University)  

Tan Sri Dr. Abdullah Sanusi Library 

(Open University)  

IIUM Digital Library 


