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As most of North Africa  Tunisia is 

certainly very interesting for it’s 

reach reptiles fauna.

Also the central part of the country  

is the border of different 

biogeographical belts







Bou Hedma national park is a biosphere reserve, 
located in central Tunisia. The prevalent climatic 
conditions in the park are dominated by aridity. 

It is characterised by the most extended Tunisian 
relict savannah of Acacia raddiana. 

Bou Hedma is actually known by the presence of 
many large reintroduced species (gazelles, antelopes 
and the ostrich). It was created in 1980, and covers 
16488 ha. 

We conducted different field trips in the park 

between 2002 and 2009, and our objective 

was the inventory of the herpetofauna living 

in this protected area and to identify the 

principal ecological choices of the different 

species. 





















Of 24 snake species recorded in Tunisia, 10 species are 
actually recognized in the park area (45%). 

Viperidae have here 3 species on 7 of the family

Cerastes cerastes, Daboia deserti and Echis leucogaster. 



The other 7 species occurring in the snake 

community are represented by two families: 

Elapide with Naja haje and Colubridae with 

Hemorrhois algirus, Hemorrhois hippocrepis,

Malpolon insignitus, Macroprotodon cucullatus, 

Psammophis schokari, and Malpolon moilensis. 



Naja haje



Hemorrhois algirus



Interesting to note is the record of Malpolon

insignitus for the first time in the park. 

Here in the hands of the discover, M.Kalboussi



Among the vipers only C. cerastes is 

classified as Low concern by IUCN but 

both D. deserti and E. leucogaster are 

Near Threatened. 

C. cerastes is the most common species in 

this area, inhabiting the plain savannah as 

well as the mountain shrub land and the 

arid neighbouring of the desert, but also all 

the steppic areas around.









D. deserti was found in very few individuals
only in the upper parts of Mont Bou Hedma
which covers the southern part of the park
and overhangs the surrounding plains.

E. leucogaster was found only once in the
mountainous part of the park. It is one of the
most rare Viperid species in Tunisia.





Viperids are the most sensitive part of 

the snake community in the park to 

human persecution  as all snakes are 

killed by people once found, while in the 

park.












