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ECPRD Network (1)

The ECPRD (European Centre for Parliamentarian 
Research and Documentation) was founded as a joint 
initiative of the European Parliament and the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
(PACE).
It acts as a network for information exchange between 
parliaments in Europe.
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ECPRD Network (2)

Established in 1977 at the request of the speakers of 
European Parliamentary Assemblies, actual members of the 
ECPRD are from

3 international institutions 

47 member states (59 chambers)

and 4 countries have Observer-status
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ECPRD Network (3)

Structure:

- two co-directors, 
each of whom assisted by a co-secretary; 

- the Conference of Correspondents ;

- the Executive Committee. 

The secretariat of the ECPRD is provided by the EP, who 
also develops and hosts the ECPRD website.
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ECPRD Network (4)
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In order to fulfil it’s mission as channel for information 
exchange, the centre uses different means:

- Comparative Requests
- Meetings and Seminars
- specialised exchange in 4 Areas of Interest
- News and Publications
- Maintaining a Directory

All this information is circulated by, or made available on, 
the ECPRD website

www.ecprd.org



ECPRD Website (1)
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www.ecprd.org



ECPRD Website (2)
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… but generic usernames exist for all chambers, to 
allow all staff to be able to read the information on the website

Most content is not public …



Site structure

ECPRD website (www.ecprd.org)
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Extranet (private site)
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Site usage
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(By average of answers given)

2.
 N

ew
s 

8.
 S

em
in

ar
s/

M
ee

tin
gs

9.
 (I

nt
er

na
l) 

D
ire

ct
or

y

6.
 A

oI
 P

ar
l P

ra
ct

 &
 P

ro
c

7.
 R

eq
ue

st
s/

St
ud

ie
s

Several times per week

Several times per month

Rarely

Source: Survey of ECPRD correspondents, 2009



Roles (1)

READER
Can read all published content of the site
Can comment on postings of the Areas-of-interest
May receive (upon subscription) notification of new items posted (if personal account)

CONTRIBUTOR
idem READER
Proposes new or modified content (content validated by an Administrator)

CO-ORDINATOR (a special group of contributors)
Manages autonomously content for an area of interest

ADMINISTRATOR
idem CONTRIBUTOR
Manages the site
Adds content and validates proposals from contributors
Grants access to the site
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Roles (2)

2009

Readers

Contributors-
Administrators
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2008

Readers

Contributors-
Administrators



Contribution workflow

Contributor:
Add a proposal

Administrator:
Add a proposal

Contributor:
Edit or 
Delete

‘My proposals’

Administrator:
Save as draft

(Edit or Delete)

Contributor:
View

Contributor:
View my
published
proposals

Administrator:
Validate or 

Reject
proposals from

contributors

Administrator:
View

and Edit
or Delete

All published
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Comparative Requests (1)

AUG’09

AUG’09
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Comparative Requests (2)
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Comparative Requests (3)
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Comparative Requests (4)
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Calendar (1)
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Calendar (2)
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Calendar (3)
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External event sites, set up by the hosting parliament



Areas of Interest (1)
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Four Areas of Interest:

1. Information and Communication Technology

2. Parliamentary Practice and Procedure

3. Parliamentary Libraries, Research and Archives

4. Economic Research

One Co-ordinator for each Area-of-Interest, who manages
a dedicated workspace in the website



Areas of Interest (2)
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Areas of Interest (3)

Search and read
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Areas of Interest (4)

Read and comment
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Email notification
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ECPRD in the future
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Better search and retrieval features

Easier interaction between users and the website

Integration of a new studies reference system

…



Technical expectations
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10 years from now on, …
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