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Batasio macronotus, a new species of bagrid catfish
from Nepal
(Teleostei: Bagridae)

Heok Hee Ng* and David R. Edds**

Batasio macronotus, new species, is described from the Kosi River drainage in eastern Nepal. It is distinguished from
congeners (except B. batasio) in having a color pattern on the body consisting of horizontal stripes (vs. a pattern of
vertical bands, sometimes with spots or a uniform dark brown). It is distinguished from B. batasio in having a
shorter dorsal spine (14.0-16.1 % SL vs. 16.7-18.5), longer adipose-fin base (28.3-31.8 % SL vs. 24.8-26.5), and a
deeper body (19.5-21.2 % SL vs. 17.0-17.4) and caudal peduncle (9.3-9.7 % SL vs. 8.2-8.8).

Introduction

Members of the bagrid genus Batasio are small,
laterally compressed catfishes found in upper
reaches of rivers throughout South and main-
land Southeast Asia. They are diagnosed from
other members of the Bagridae in possessing large
sensory pores on the head, a harrow mental re-
gion, a pair of prominent posterior processes on
the anterior part of the vomer, a transversely
elongated, bar-like entopterygoid, and close con-
tact of the metapterygoid with the quadrate (Mo,
1991). There are ten valid species of Batasio: B. ba-
tasio (Hamilton, 1822), B. tengana (Hamilton, 1822),
B. affinis Blyth, 1860, B. dayi (Vinciguerra, 1890),
B. merianensis, (Chaudhuri, 1913), B. havmolleri
(Smith, 1931), B. travancoria Hora & Law, 1941,
B. tigrinus Ng & Kottelat, 2001, B. elongatus Ng,
2004 and B. sharavatiensis Bhatt & Jayaram, 2004,

with an eleventh species, B. pakistanicus Mirza &
Jan, 1989, tentatively considered valid (Ng & Ko-
ttelat, 2001) but of questionable generic place-
ment.

During an ichthyological survey of Nepal,
the second author obtained a species of Batasio
that, on comparison with other known species,
was found to be undescribed.

Material and methods

Measurements were made point-to-point with
dial callipers and recorded to 0.1 mm. Ng & Kot-
telat (2001) are followed for all measurements
and counts. Material examined in this study is
deposited in the following institutions: CAS, Cal-
ifornia Academy of Sciences, San Francisco; KU,
University of Kansas Natural History Museum,
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