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ABSTRACT 

 Diplacus bicolor (A. Gray) Hrusa, comb. nov., is the correct name in Diplacus for Mimulus 
whitneyi A. Gray, 1886, a nomen novum based on Eunanus bicolor A. Gray, 1868. 
 
 
 
 Review of a draft version of the Diplacus treatment for Volume 17 of Flora of North America 
North of Mexico revealed that the listed combination Diplacus whitneyi (A. Gray) G.L. Nesom 
(Phytoneuron 39: 29. 2012), based on Mimulus whitneyi A. Gray (Syn. Fl. N. Amer. ed. 2, 2(1): 
suppl. 445. 1886), has an earlier epithet available.  
 
 In the protologue for Mimulus whitneyi Asa Gray cited as a synonym the legitimate Eunanus 
bicolor A. Gray, Proc. Am. Acad. 7: 381. 1868.  The new epithet ‘whitneyi’ was proposed due to the 
existing name Mimulus bicolor Hartw. ex Benth. (Pl. Hartwegianae 328. 1849; = Erythranthe bicolor 
(Hartw. ex Benth.) G.L. Nesom & N.S. Fraga, Phytoneuron 39: 36. 2012).  As there is no impediment 
to use of the epithet ‘bicolor’ at specific rank in Diplacus, the combination Diplacus whitneyi is 
superfluous (ICN Art. 52.2).  The resulting absence of a legitimate name for Eunanus bicolor in the 
genus Diplacus is rectified with the following new combination.   
 

DIPLACUS BICOLOR (A. Gray) Hrusa comb. nov.  Eunanus bicolor A. Gray, Proc. Amer. Acad. 
Arts 7: 381. 1868.  Mimulus nanus Hook. & Arn. var. bicolor (A. Gray) A. Gray in Brewer & 
S. Wats., Bot. Calif: 1: 564. 1876.  Mimulus whitneyi A. Gray, Syn. Fl. N. Amer. ed. 2 (1, 
Suppl.): 445. 1886 [nomen novum in Mimulus for Eunanus bicolor A. Gray, not Mimulus 
bicolor Hartw. ex Benth., Pl. Hartwegianae 328. 1849].  Diplacus whitneyi (A. Gray) G.L. 
Nesom, Phytoneuron 39: 29. 2012 [nom. illeg.].  LECTOTYPE (Grant 1925, p. 307): USA. 
California. Fresno Co.: High Sierras, 1863, W.H. Brewer 2785 (GH digital image!).   

 

LITERATURE CITED 
Barker, W.R., G.L. Nesom, P.M. Beardsley, and N.S. Fraga.  2012.  A taxonomic conspectus of 

Phrymaceae: A narrowed circumscription for Mimulus, new and resurrected genera, and 
new names and combinations.  Phytoneuron 39: 1–60.  

Bentham, G.  1839-1857.  Plantas Hartwegianas, Imprimis Mexicanus, adjectis nonnullis 
Grahamianis, enumerate novasque describit.  London.  

Grant, A.L.  1924 (1925).  A monograph of the genus Mimulus.  Ann. Missouri Bot. Gard. 11: 99–
388. 

Gray, A.  1868.  Characters of new plants of California and elsewhere, principally of those collected 
by H.N. Bolander in the State Geological Survey.  Proc. Amer. Acad. Arts 7: 327–401. 

Gray, A.  1876.  Gamopetalae.  The Botany of California, Vol. 1, pp. 277–622, in J.D. Whitney, 
Geological Survey of California.  Welch, Bigelow & Co., University Press, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  

Gray, A.  1886.  Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections 591.  Supplement to the Synoptical Flora of 
North America (ed. 2), the Gamopetalae, v. 2, part 1: 393–494.   

JSTOR Plant Science.  2013.  JSTOR Plant Science/Global Plants.  <http://plants.jstor.org>  Accessed 
December 2013. 


