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The 2nd Declension uses o/ω in its endings.    
The 1st  Declension uses α/η in its endings.   
Characteristics of the First Declension: 

 There is no variation in the plural endings   

 The singular will use η as the long ending vowel in most cases  

 The singular will use ᾱ as the long ending vowel following ε, ι or ρ 

 Τhe singular case markers are the same, whatever the vowel: 
 Nom/Voc: α / η  

 Gen: α / η with –ς  

 Dat: α / η with iota subscript 

 Acc: α / η with –ν  

 

 

 

2nd (omicron) Declension 1st (alpha) Declension 

Endings 
 

α / η 

ας / ης  

ᾳ / ῃ 

αν / ην 

α / η 

 

αι 

ῶν 

αις 

ᾱς 

αι 

Similarities in 1st/2nd Declensions 
1. All Dative forms in all genders and numbers have iota 
2. All Accusative singular forms end with –ν 
3. Final –οι and –αι  (Nominative plural) are short vowels 
4. All Genitive plural forms in all genders end with –ων   
5. All vocative plurals are identical to vocative nominatives 
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Noun ends with long vowel 
after ε, ι, or ρ 

Noun ends with short vowel  
after ε, ι, or ρ 

 


