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Radiant Health Centers will end the AIDS epidemic for men, women and

children in Orange County through HIV prevention, linkage to care and

treatment, while eliminating the stigma of AIDS.

A small group of volunteers
founded AIDS Services Foundation
Orange County (now Radiant
Health Centers) in the late summer
of 1985 because people were
dying, had nowhere to turn and
desperately needed help. Radiant
Health Centers is now the largest
and most comprehensive nonprofit
HIV/AIDS service provider in
Orange County, with a staff of
committed and caring individuals,
a board of directors and hundreds
of dedicated volunteers.

Each year, Radiant Health Centers
helps more than 1,300 men,
women and children, along with
their families, who are either

living with HIV or are impacted

by HIV. Services include food,
transportation, housing, case
management, emergency
financial assistance, children

and family programs, Latino
outreach programs, mental health
counseling, support groups, HIV
testing and an extensive array of
HIV prevention and education
programs. We hope for a time
when these services are no longer
needed. Until then, we will work
hard each day to prevent the
spread of HIV, and to ensure that
everyone living with HIV and AIDS
in Orange County has access to
life-enhancing care and services.
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A Message from the
Executive Director

Introducing The Campaign for Radiant Health Centers

The Campaign for

e—= Radiant Health Centers

Creating a Healthy Orange County for All

Dear Friend,

The Campaign for Radiant Health Centers has attracted significant philanthropic
support, and | couldn’t be more excited or proud.

We are raising funds to build an LGBTQ-plus health center and create a healthy
Orange County for all.

This center will close a dangerous gap in our healthcare landscape. It's one that

"This center will close a
dangerous gap in our
healthcare landscape!

the most vulnerable members of our LGBTQ-plus community are falling through.

To avoid stigma or because they simply lack medical coverage, members of our
community are going through mental health crises alone, being exposed to I
potential HIV transmission without PrEP and skipping screenings for cancer and

other diseases.

This gap in care leads to new HIV transmissions, untreated addictions and
cancers that aren't caught early. It means unnecessary human suffering, social
cost and healthcare costs.

And that's why we're so committed to opening a dedicated LGBTQ-plus health
center. Our LGBTQ-plus community needs a place where they're welcomed and
provided with compassionate care for their medical, mental health and even
dental health needs.

They deserve the highest quality of care regardless of HIV status, race or
language, health insurance or who they are and who they love.

With your philanthropic support, Radiant Health Centers will be that place and
provide care based on need and, above all, based on love.

| look forward to bringing you campaign updates over the coming months and
years. We are in it for the long haul, and we hope you are too!

Yours in service,

WA Radiant

Health Centers

Compassionate Care for All

Philip Yaeger
Executive Director/CEO
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Why a Health Center is Important to Them
— _

Pau Lagarde and Jos
Lopez knew. they we
different growing Uie; @ut
they didn't know how. It
took them more than®0
years 1o find Ut

! !

oday, they're sharing theil;trgnsit.io‘n

stories through Radiant Health

Centers to inspire change for th
next genefation hoping they. 90?’u@av
go through the same struggles. Imaginefor,
a moment that you're a transgender man
and the barriers you'd face. Now, imagine
you're multiracial, and combine these two
identities.

A transgender-Latino man faces potential
health disparities because of his identity
but also socioeconomic barriers, financial
barriers, discrimination, health system
barriers and lack of cultural competency
by providers. A transgender-Latina woman
may face additional barriers like sexual

harassment and discrimination.

With research showing more than 40
percent of transgender people attempt
suicide, and 54 percent if multiracial, the
next generation needs to know that they.
have quality healthcare and mental health
support right here in Orange County.
Through Radiant Health Centers, they can
find the resources and people who will
empower and support them.

4 theVoice | a publication of Radiant Health Centers

At the age of four, Pau already knew he was
different, but he couldn't understand what it

was and didn't have time to care. The oldest of

Since Josie can remember, she was
attracted to girls’accessories and toys. Even
as a young child, she enjoyed playing with
dolls. She grew up Catholic and had a strict
stepfather, which made life hard, so she left
home when she was 18 years old without

any idea of where she was going.

In 1983, she became a Jehovah's Witness
and practiced the religion for 10 years but
was depressed because of her sexuality. She
dreamed of one day being a transgender
female. In 1993, she left the religion and
found the LGBT Center in Orange County.

Following her dreams and passion, she
got very involved with the LGBTQ-plus
community and continued progressing
toward her goal of transitioning from
male to female. In 2000, she started her
hormone treatment and got her surgery

eight years later.

three kids, Pau made family a priority and for
the next 20 plus years, he focused on school,
graduated from college, got a good job and
made his parents proud.

It wasn't until he was 24 that he began his
transition to become his authentic self.

Coming from a traditional Catholic, Mexican
family, he didn't even know what being
transgender meant. It wasn't until he was
older and moved to San Francisco that he
figured it out.

“I was raised in Orange County, a place where
there is very little visibility, services, support
and representation for the LGBTQ-plus and
gender non-confirming community. | literally
had to leave to go find myself. | had to start
my medical transition somewhere else where
both mental health services and medical
services were more accessible, and people
were knowledgeable of the topic. | knew
that if I stayed in Orange County at that time

| would have never started my transition until
God knows when and I would probably not

When she joined Radiant Health Centers (then
ASF) in 1996 as a client, they helped her with
housing, pantry and other supportive services.
As Josie got healthier, she became a self-
advocate and helped other transgender and
LGBTO-plus community members by letting
them know about Radiant Health Centers. In
1998, she got her certification from the State
Office of AIDS to be an HIV Testing Counselor
and volunteered at the LGBT Center and
Radiant Health Centers. In November 2016,
Radiant Health Centers hired her as the HIV
Testing Coordinator to oversee the testing

program.

My biggest achievement is that | get to be
me--a transgender female--and | can help
the transgender and LGBTQ-plus community.
I'm proud of the person that | am, and | thank
Radiant Health Centers for hiring me. | take
pride in the work | do as a health educator”

be here today to share my story”

When the time came to share his preferred
gender identity with his parents and siblings,
he was worried, if not terrified.”l was afraid of
losing the one thing | cared about the most. ..

my family.’

“My dad took a while to accept it.. not
because he hated who | was but because he
was scared for my safety and well-being. For
my mom, she worried about what our Latino
community of friends, family and neighbors
would think. How would they react to me

being a man now?”

At the time, he wished there was some
type of support group they could all turn
to or someone that could help facilitate
these difficult conversations. Support and
counseling services for the LGBTO-plus

community and their families are rare.

Today, Pau is 28 years old, married and a
Service Coordinator at Radiant Health Centers.
He's proud of the work he's doing and

continues to volunteer in the community.
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STAIRWAY-T

The Campaign for Radiant Health Centers

Stairway to the Stars held on June 2 raised toward The Campaign
for Radiant Health Centers, bringing the capital campaign fund to $1.2
million and bringing Orange County another step closer to opening a health
center for underserved members of its LGBTQ-plus community.

he Stairway to the Stars gala was held June 2 at the Ritz- Jason Stuart, a well-known actor and stand-up comedian, who

Carlton, Laguna Niguel with headliner Levi Kreis, a Tony is widely known for starring on shows including The Closer, Will

Award winning singer and songwriter as well as comedy & Grace and House, M.D., emceed the event and kept guests
from Jason Stuart. entertained with his comedic performance.

Radiant Health Centers also honored the Human Rights Campaign
for its groundbreaking work to improve health equity for the
LGBTQ-plus community. Dr. Vincent “Vinnie” Pompei, director of
the Youth Well-Being Project at the Human Rights Campaign
Foundation, was on hand to accept the award on behalf of
President Chad Griffin.

“To truly eradicate the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Orange County and
to improve health equity for the LGBTQ-plus community we need
to offer specialized medical services tailored to the LGBTQ-plus

community,’ said Piazza. “That is why we are raising funds for an
LGBTQ-plus health center”

“Stairway to the Stars was truly a magical and history making

night, raising major philanthropic support to create a healthy
Orange County for all,"said David Piazza, chief development
officer, Radiant Health Centers."The LGBTQ-plus community faces
severe discrimination in healthcare and also makes up 80 percent
of Radiant Health Centers'current client base. Expanding into

full medical services will provide the LGBTQ-plus community of
Orange County a haven for health and wellness, free of stigma
and discrimination”

Tony award-winning actor Levi Kreis revived some of his best-
known stage performances, including original songs and shared
some of his personal journey as a gay man. Kreis has starred in
the national tour of RENT and played and performed as Jerry Lee
Lewis in Broadway's Million Dollar Quartet, for which he won a

Tony Award.
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The outstanding leadership and commitment of our generous supporters are essential to our
ability to help individuals living with HIV and AIDS. Major donors contribute $1,200 or more
annually through both event and non-event related means. Many contributors give through
member groups such as Patron’s Council, our major donor recognition society. Major donors
are vital to the success of the agency and we applaud their unwavering commitment to people
living with HIV/AIDS in Orange County.

$100,000+

CDC / Division of Payment
Management

County of Orange / HIV
Housing

County of Orange / HIV
Housing Plus Project
County of Orange / HIV
Prevention

County of Orange / HIV
Services

Roya Cole*

Jeffrey D. Elder* & Karla Kjellin-
Elder

State of California - MCW
Weingart Foundation

$50,000+

Anonymous
County of Orange / HIV Testing

8 the

Gilead Sciences

Hoag Memorial Hospital
Presbyterian

S. Mark Taper Foundation
Shopoff Realty Investments, LP
/ Bill & Cindy Shopoff

The PIMCO Foundation

$25,000+

A &U Magazine

Anonymous

Employees Community Fund of
Boeing California

St. Joseph Community
Partnership Fund

State of California - DPH
Wesley A. Sasser-Brandt &
Jeffrey J. Sasser-Brandt, MD, PhD
The M.A.C. AIDS Fund

ViiV Healthcare Company

| a publication of Radiant Health Centers

Lawrence W.Will, DDS* &
Michael Shapiro

$15,000+

Broadway Cares/Equity Fights
AIDS, Inc.

City of Anaheim, Community
Development

Mark Guillod, CPA & Alan H.
Miller, D.D.S.

Leisure World / Heidi Cortese**
Life Skills Workshop

Lugano Diamonds
McDermott, Will & Emery LLP
Meals on Wheels Associate of
America

O L Halsell Foundation

Sisters of St. Joseph Healthcare
Foundation

Duane Vajgrt M.D.* & Jeffrey L.
Benedick

Philip Yaeger

City of Fullerton

Disney VoluntEARS Community
Fund

Glen & Dorothy Stillwell
Charitable Trust

Howard Gleicher** & Damon
Chen

Insurance Industry Charitable
Foundation Inc

Kaiser Permanente Foundation
Cynthia Koulax & Lorraine
Ferrini

Morgan Stanley Foundation
Orange County Community
Foundation

Pacific Life Foundation
Prosight Specialty Insurance
QBE Foundation

Michelle Sherman

The Roddenberry Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Michelle K. Williams* & Cheryl
Nault

Theresa M. Andrade
Anonymous

Bank of America Charitable
Foundation

Change-A-Life Foundation
City of Irvine

Community Care Foundation,
Inc.

Irving & Nancy Chase

Mark A. Gonzales* & Gary
Lefebvre

Daniel E. Haspert, M.D.
Vivien Hyman

Louis Vuitton North America
Inc.

McKenna Volkswagen Subaru
Orange County United Way
Quest Diagnostics Nichols
Institute

Charles P.Rainey Il

Ralph Brennan'’s Jazz Kitchen
Room & Board

Ali Sabet

Saddleback Church

Yank & Rickie Sefton

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Steven M. Sorenson, MD & Eric
Shay

Tommy's World Famous
Hamburgers

Trojan Battery Company
William Gillespie Foundation
Don Wollan

Robert Young

$2,500+

Alaska Airlines

Omar Banda

Andrew T. Balls

Carl E. Berman

Charles G. Cannon

Sierra Catcott & Steve Geist

*Board Member | ** Advisory Board Member | Donors over $1,200 are Patron’s Council Members

Clearview Santarium &
Convalescent Center

Debann Investment Co
Deborah Ann Reed Revocable
Trust

Charles N. Eberline

Edwards Lifesciences, LLC
Rachel Van Exel

David Fisher

Fred Siegel Foundation

Carl O. Harvey llI"Chip”
Warren & Norri Hennagin*
Arnold Henson M.D* & Teresa
Siaca-Henson

John W. Holcombe & Jeffrey L.
Whittiker

Human Affairs International of
California

Mitchel J. Hunt

Kelsey Irvin

Janssen Pharmaceuticals
Korey S. Jorgensen

Elliott Kornhauser, M.D. & Joe
Baker, D.M.D.

Idriss* & Beth Maoui

Scott Mather

Medical Services Task Force
Men Alive

NAC Insurance Administration
Corp

Network for Good

Orange County Bar Foundation
PartyWorks Interactive
Fernand Poitras

Reed Grain & Milling Co.

Reed Investment Company
Charles R. Rusky & James W.
Thompson

Schwab Charitable Fund
Starbucks Coffee Company
Stater Bros. Charities

Jeffrey Towns

The Benevity Community
Impact Fund

The Gerral Group

The Kling Family Foundation
Union Bank of California

Irini V. Vallera-Rickerson

Wilcox Manor

Ray & Sandra Wirta

Wright On Communications
YourCause, LLC

$1,200+

Sergio Alcantar

Brian D. Bates, CPA/ABV, CVAP
Craig B. Benedetti & Pablo
Ochoa-Mayo

Gerald K. Bodamer, D.D.S. &
Michael W. Lewis

Box of Cheese

Erik D. Buzzard* & Sunny
Sanchez

Caremeds Pharmacy

Cares 2 Charities, Inc.

John Carnesale

Walter W. Carnwright Il & Ariel
C. Feir

Nick Carter

Gerard V. Curtin

Joy E. Dittberner & Tom Peters
Dun & Bradstreet Credibility
Corp

East Bay Community
Foundation

Karen A. Ellis & Sandra J.
Hartness

Frank G. Elschner

Bradford J. Engelland & Jon
Stordahl

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
William J. Fogarty

Friday Night Trios

David L. Hanson & Frans Van
Overeem

Michael Harrod & Richard
Ammon, Ph.D.

Robert G. Haskell**

Robert A. Hayes & James E.
Burba

Haley Horton*

Susanna Hugelshofer
Integrity International
JPMorgan Chase
KINGDesign+MARKETING
David A. Lee

Lucky Lippa

Kevin S. Lukomski

Adrienne Matros

Michael Maxwell

Bruce & Joan May

Mark Mowrey

Kevin Mundt & David Thomas
Link R. Newcomb

KevinT. Nordine

Northrop Grumman Corporation
Allie Oakes*

Operation Be Kind

Orange County Imperial Court,
Inc.

Larry A. Oviatt

Palumbo Bergstrom LLP
David Piazza

Project Hope Alliance
QiWang

Scott Quigle

Mayra Rath

Roger D. Reading

Katie Remmel

John F. Reising

Steve Rodosky

Karyn* & Ali Salman

Frank J. Schools

Segerstrom Center for the Arts
Linda & Sandy Smith

STARK

Lars Sundberg

The Barkley Foundation

The Capital Group Companies
Charitable Foundation

Anh Tran

TRUIST

Jun Wang

Matt K. Williams

Grant & Julie Wright

Richard M. Young

Gayle M. Yurko

Leave a
Legacy

Remember Radiant
Health Centers in your
estate plan.
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TO COUNT, YOU NEED TO BE COUNTED

It was an alarm raised by Dr. Sean Cahill, national health policy researcher with
Boston's Fenway Institute, who was one of several LGBTQ-plus health experts
who joined a panel on healthcare barriers that we sponsored recently.

r. Cahill was referring to a roll back in LGBTO-plus data
collection at the federal level. Sexual orientation and
gender identity questions have been removed from
the Department of Justice’s annual crime victimization study for
anyone under 18.The feds have also said that they will remove
such questions from the 2020 Census and from an annual survey

of America’s aging population.

r

Also, on the panel was our CEO
Phil Yaeger. He explained that
private donors and governments
at all levels expect us to quantify
the community’s needs as well as
show measurable outcomes. So,
cutting the collection of LGBTQ-
plus health data hurts our ability to

access program funding.

The panel was organized by LGBTs
In The News and moderated by its
founder, journalist Thom Senzee.

10 the | a publication of Radiant Health Centers

We were proud to
be joined by three
other Orange
County experts with
fascinating and

important insights.

The elderly are a fast-

growing segment of the

LGBTQ-plus population

in Orange County and face

unique issues with few culturally-

competent senior living options available—particularly for
transgender people, explained Dr. Cordula Dick-Muehlke, a clinical
psychologist and national expert on LGBTQs and aging.

Dr. R. Austin Nation, a registered nurse and an assistant professor
at the CSU Fullerton School of Nursing, echoed how stigma, fear
and homophobia can keep LGBTQ-plus patients and people living
with HIV from accessing health care.

“The importance of finding LGBT culturally competent health care
providers and whether or not to disclose HIV status are all issues,’
he said. Dr. Nation also disclosed that many years ago he was a
client of Radiant Health Centers. He later went on to become an
HIV/AIDS educator and ultimately a public health researcher with
his Ph.D.

Fellow panelist, Dr. Michael Krychman an obstetrician-
gynecologist, author and executive medical director at the
Southern California Center for Sexual Health and Survivorship,
agreed with Dr. Nation.

“All of these issues are part of competency, he said."We have to
be careful about language and making access to treatment feel

safe’

We hope that this event will be the first of many public
conversations Radiant Health Centers facilitates on LGBTQ-
plus health equity. And, no matter what direction our federal
government takes with its data collection efforts, we and our
LGBTQ-plus community can never be counted out!

July 2018 |Vol.29No.2 11
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raised more than $200,000, bringing us one step closer to ending the AIDS
epidemic in Orange County by 2025. The funds will go directly to Radiant Health Centers'
social services programs that help the men, women, and children living with HIV in Orange
County.

The theme for this year's AIDS Walk was Rise Above, and many participants wore festive outfits
and costumes. This theme reminded us that together, we can lift each other up to overcome
adversity, stigma and end the HIV epidemic together. It was a day to remember and honor those
who have lost their lives to this tragic epidemic and to celebrate our HIV and AIDS survivors.

A heartfelt thank you from the bottom of our hearts to our sponsors that include

\/Z jant:
Vi Radiant

Compartiatle are fori
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Transitioning in Your 20s

At 21, Bellonce Portillo made the decision to transition her gender. But she
faced stigma pursuing work and was spending all her savings on what
seemed like a never-ending process. She didn't have the proper guidance and

continually asked herself if she was making the right choice.
L AR J |

——

fter years of slow progress and struggle, she felt she

needed to find more support. What she found instead

was empowerment! She remembers seeing members
of SOMOS OC passing out condoms and flyers with HIV testing
information which introduced her to ASF (as Radiant Health
Centers was then known). Through the LGBT Center, she found a
transgender group called Transgeneros en Accion, which helped
her become an activist.

Today, Bellonce is proud to be the first and only transgender
woman to hold the title of Miss OC and LA Pride in the same year
for two different counties. She's been able to travel to eight states
(including Hawaii) representing her community, but her biggest
struggle has been not being able to visit the states that really lack
in health services for the trans community.

Radiant Health Centers came into her life in a moment when she
felt stagnant. It gave her the platform she needed to grow and
blossom into an activist who is helping a new generation.

“I'm truly glad to work with such great leaders that allow me to tell
my story and help others and convey that it's OK to be different,
it's OK to be your own identity, it's OK to like uncommon things,
it's OK to not like what society wants you to like. 'm truly blessed
to stand with more than 10 years of advocacy in the LGBTQ-plus
community and I'm not stopping!”

Radiant Health Centers provided the guidance Bellonce lacked
when initiating her transition. She is a shining example of what
a little love, support and empowerment can do when matched
with a determined and beautiful spirit!

14 the | a publication of Radiant Health Centers

GRANTS

Gilead SCIENCES . .vvvviittit e $50,000
PrEP Navigation Services

S. Mark Taper Foundation ...................... $50,000
Family & Children’s Programs

ViiVHealthcare ........ccovviviiiiiinnnnnn. $25,000
SOMOS
The PIMCO Foundation .......ccovviviinnnnnnnn $21,000

Nutrition Services

O.L. Halsell Foundation ..........covvviiiininn.. $20,000
Family & Children’s Programs

M-A-CAIDSFund ....coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeann $15,000
Nuftrition Services

Glen & Dorothy Stillwell Charitable Trust ........ $10,000
Family & Children’s Programs

ANONYMOUS vt vvevererneneneneneererenensnsnss $10,000

MEMORIALS

In Memory of Georgia Garrett-Norris,
Bob Schuetz & Ric Young

In Memory of Rob Henry - You made a great contribution to
AIDS Walk OC. | hope they have rodeos in Heaven.
Dale Jenkins

In Memory of Lydia Natoolo’s brother,
Oscar Teran

OC Ride for AIDS

The Roddenberry Foundation................... $10,000
General Program Support

ANONYMOUS .+ v vvveteteeneneneererenensasasnsnns $10,000
Family & Children’s Programs

Disney VoluntEARS Community Fund ............. $5,000
Family & Children’s Programs

M-A-CAIDSFund ......coiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinennne, $5,000
General Operating Support

Edwards Lifesciences, LLC .........ccvvvrruunnnn.. $2,500
Family & Children’s Programs

Edward & Helen Shanbrom Family Fund............ $2,000
General Operating Support

Cityof LagunaBeach ............ccccvvvieinnnnn... $500
Community Assistance

In memory of Dwight W. Spiers in appreciation for his many
years of generosity toward ASF,
Jeff Benedick & Duane Vajgrt, M.D.

In Memory of Ruby & Dino Gomez,
Arthur R. Gomez

Annual Gala
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Compassionate Care for All
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17982 Sky Park Circle, Suite J
Irvine, CA 92614

www.radianthealthcenters.org
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Saturday, January 26, 2019

The creative team behind

Radiant Health Centers’

2018 hit Mardi Gras Gala

is hard at work on 2019’
Retro Las Vegas-themed Gala.

Don't miss this evening,
Radiant Health Centers’
signature fun and
fund-raising event
of the year!
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