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Keys to Genera of Introduced and Native  
Land Snails and Slugs in Canada
KEYS TO SNAILS

By snails, we mean terrestrial gastropods with an external, coiled shell into which 
the animal can mostly or entirely retract. The keys are suitable only for fully mature 
specimens (see page 3). Juvenile and subadult individuals usually have shells that lack 
many of the diagnostic characters (apertural denticles, a thickened, flared or recurved 
lip, etc.). Genera that appear only in the Appendix are not included.

A key to slugs begins on page 32.

a Height of shell > width .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2
b Height of shell ≤ width .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3

2a Aperture with one or more denticles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Key A (p. 22)
2b Aperture without denticles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Key B (p. 23)

3a Width < 6 mm (whorls 3–3½ or more)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Key C (p. 24)
3b Width ≥ 6 mm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Key D (p. 27)
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