
Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency

Agence canadienne 
d’inspection des alimentes







Contents

PREFACE 

INTRODUCTION 3

HOW TO STUDY LAND SNAILS AND 
SLUGS 

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 9

KEYS TO GENERA OF INTRODUCED  
AND NATIVE LAND SNAILS AND SLUGS 
IN CANADA 2

GENUS AND SPECIES ACCOUNTS 35
Family Ellobiidae 35
Family Succineidae 37
Family Cochlicopidae 42
Family Pupillidae 43
Family Lauriidae 45
Family Strobilopsidae 47
Family Valloniidae 47
Family Vertiginidae 5
Family Ferussaciidae 54
Family Testacellidae 55
Family Haplotrematidae 57
Family Punctidae 58
Family Discidae 59
Family Helicodiscidae 6
Family Oreohelicidae 62
Family Gastrodontidae 63
Family Euconulidae 65

Family Oxychilidae 66
Family Pristilomatidae 73
Family Milacidae 77
Family Vitrinidae 78
Family Limacidae 79
Family Agriolimacidae 84
Family Boettgerillidae 87
Family Arionidae 89
Family Anadenidae 99
Family Ariolimacidae 00
Family Binneyidae 0
Family Philomycidae 02
Family Helicidae 03
Family Hygromiidae 7
Family Monadeniidae 22
Family Polygyridae 23
Family Thysanophoridae 3

GLOSSARY 33

APPENDIX: COMMONLY INTERCEPTED 
SPECIES 4

BIBLIOGRAPHY 47

ABOUT THE AUTHORS AND 
ILLUSTRATORS 59

INDEX 6

COLOUR PLATES 05–2













































Identifying Land Snails and Slugs in Canada | 21

1a 1b

W

H

Keys to Genera of Introduced and Native  
Land Snails and Slugs in Canada
KEYS TO SNAILS

By snails, we mean terrestrial gastropods with an external, coiled shell into which 
the animal can mostly or entirely retract. The keys are suitable only for fully mature 
specimens (see page 3). Juvenile and subadult individuals usually have shells that lack 
many of the diagnostic characters (apertural denticles, a thickened, flared or recurved 
lip, etc.). Genera that appear only in the Appendix are not included.

A key to slugs begins on page 32.

a Height of shell > width .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2
b Height of shell ≤ width .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3

2a Aperture with one or more denticles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Key A (p. 22)
2b Aperture without denticles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Key B (p. 23)

3a Width < 6 mm (whorls 3–3½ or more)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Key C (p. 24)
3b Width ≥ 6 mm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Key D (p. 27)
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